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Introducing ‘Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Lecture Series on Ethics’ at ISEC: 

 M V Nadkarni 

at the Third Lecture under the Series by Dr A Ravindra,  

October 14, 2025 on  

‘Ethics in Politics and Governance’ 

 I am very happy that we are having today the third lecture under the 

‘Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Lecture Series’ started in 2023. This is going to 

be delivered by an eminent thinker, author and administrator, Dr. A Ravindra, 

on ‘Ethics in Politics and Governance’ 

 The purpose of instituting the ‘Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Lecture 

Series on Ethics’ at ISEC is to promote ethics as an academic discipline of both 

theoretical and practical significance in India, to spread ethical consciousness, 

and sharpen ethical intelligence. Everybody needs ethics. It is needed both in 

public and private life, in research too! 

A few scholars distinguish between ethics and moral values, the 

former taken as indicating abstract philosophy for theorising, and the latter 

righteous behaviour for practice. Actually, ‘ethics’ is derived from Greek and 

‘moral’ from Latin, and both mean the same thing. The difference in meaning 

between the two, if any, was a latter thought. We can very well use the two 

words, ‘ethical’ and ‘moral’, interchangeably.       

Ethics is a product of human evolution or, evolution of civilization, 

seeking stability and peace in society so that conditions can be created 

wherein all human beings can develop. A moral evolution takes place when 

people grow in numbers and have to tackle conflicts   of many types. 

India has a tradition of thinking on ethics since the Rigveda, much 

before Socrates and Plato. It was termed as Ritam in the Rigveda, and 

subsequently as Dharma. Etymologically, what upholds or Dhaarayate, is 

Dharma. What does it uphold? It upholds people, society, nation, all 
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humanity. We cannot live in a condition of moral jungle or ethical chaos. We 

live and grow because the bulk of humanity observes certain ethical norms.  

Indian civilization has taught us the values of Truth, Nonviolence 

towards both humans and nature, compassion, generosity, self-control, 

tolerance for differences and resolving them through dialogue, openness, 

universal brotherhood, and courage. The western civilization has taught us 

the principles of Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity. We need to learn from all 

civilizations in the spirit of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam – the whole world is one 

family. 

According to Charles Darwin, Evolution takes place through the 

survival of the fittest in a competitive struggle. According to Dharma or ethics, 

however, evolution and progress take place because of mutual cooperation 

in observing ethical norms. Civilization is a product of mutual cooperation and 

support, which in turn result from observing ethical norms. As civilization 

evolves to higher stages, ethics of cooperation and mutual concern will have 

to dominate competition. Otherwise, humanity cannot survive. This is urgent 

because humans themselves have developed weapons of mutual destruction 

of unprecedented power. They have also tried to dominate and exploit nature 

to the detriment of their future. 

Unlike evolution by natural selection which apparently takes place 

without somebody guiding or designing it, moral evolution of human 

civilization has been guided from time to time by moral luminaries like the 

Vedic and Upanishadic Rishis, the Buddha, Plato, Bhartrihari, Jesus Christ, 

Prophet Mohammad, Basavanna, Mahatma Gandhi,  Dr B R Ambedkar and 

others.  

But the world is fast changing, and the teachings of these luminaries 

have to be interpreted and re-interpreted. Light also may have to thrown on 

new ethical dilemmas which constantly arise in all spheres. Ethical dilemmas 

arise, not because of conflict between what is obviously good and what is 

obviously bad, but because of conflict between ethical values themselves. 

Ethical wisdom has to be cultivated and capacity for ethical judgement has to 

be developed widely among people to resolve moral dilemmas facing them. 
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This task cannot be left to religious leaders alone, because sadly, religion is 

often sectarian and divisive. We cannot expect statesmen in charge of 

governance or business leaders to consult religious leaders on the problems 

faced by them. There has to be secular expertise on ethics for the purpose. 

To develop this expertise and research in ethics, I had proposed 

starting a new Centre for Ethics Studies at ISEC. But due to paucity of funds, 

no progress has been made in this. I thought, therefore, of instituting at least 

a Lecture Series on Ethics in honour of Mahatma Gandhi, a great exemplar 

and modern teacher of ethics, by giving a small donation out of my modest 

savings. This is no substitute for starting a Centre for Ethics Studies. But it 

least, these lectures will contribute to spread ethics consciousness and 

thinking.  

Ethics needs to be studied both in theoretical aspects and as applied. 

Ethics today has entered all spheres of life; it is all embracing, from guiding 

the relations between husband and wife to relations between communities 

and nations. These Lectures will, therefore, have a wide scope, covering: 

Ethics and Religion, Gandhian Ethics, Environmental Ethics, Ethics in Politics 

and Governance, Social Justice, Equality, Human Rights, Gender Justice, Ethics 

in Economics, Ethics in Law, Ethics in Political Science, Ethics in Business and 

Industry, Medical Ethics, Ethics in Research, Ethics in Journalism, Media 

Ethics, Ethics of Technology, Ethics of Artificial Intelligence, and so on.  

These lectures will be delivered by very eminent people, which will be 

both scholarly and inspiring. They will stimulate both the head and the heart. 

The Director has promised that ISEC will publish every lecture under the Series 

for wider circulation. 

I am grateful to Dr A Ravindra for kindly agreeing to deliver this year’s 

lecture under the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Lecture series. My hearty 

thanks are due also to Prof Parmod Kumar (Acting Director, ISEC) and Smt. 

Vidyashree Chandargi (Registrar, ISEC) and their staff for making 

arrangements for holding the lecture, to Prof Sunil Nautiyal for introducing 

the speaker, and to the audience for attending. 



4



5



6



7



8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47



