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AGRICULTURE

19% farmers update details
on FRUITS: Minister

BENGALURU, DHNS: In a bid
to keep a check on fraudulent
cases of misappropriation
of funds, Revenue Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda said that
the department has given
impetus to updating Farmer
Registration and Unified ben-
eficiary Information System
(FRUITS), so that the genu-
ine farmer is not deprived
from claiming government
benefits.

After reviewing the depart-
ment progress at a meeting
here on Friday, Gowda said
that the department has suc-
cessfully completed updates of
75% of the farmers in the state
and with this, registration of
farmers in FRUITS has seen

a jump from 68%. “During the
previous government’stenure,
farmers were cheated in large
numbers. In Kadur taluk of
Chikkamagaluru alone, funds
of Rs 6 crore released under
the flood relief, has been mis-
appropriated. Similar fraudu-
lent transactions have beenre-
cordedinShiggaonand Hangal
taluks of Haveri district,” he
said.

Explaining the nature
of frauds, the minister
explained that in some
cases genuine farmer has not
received anyreliefasimposters
used someone’s Aadhaar card
and bank accountdetailstode-
prive the genuine farmer from
receiving the benefits.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3D, Jan 20, 2024




Ist tranche of DBT
by next weekend

TiMeS NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: Revenue minister
Krishna Byregowda revealed
he has instructed district dep-
uty commissioners and sub-
divisional officers to ensure
distribution of

said there were instances
where funds were allocated to
individuals who were not right-
ful owners of designated land
parcels. Notably, irregularities
amounting to Rs 6 crore were
reported in Kadur taluk alone.

He stressed the

the first instal- DROUGHT RELIEF importance of

ment of drought

relief tofarmers by next
week. The government
had announced an in-
terim relief of Rs 2,000
per affected farmer.

Atareview meeting
with district officials [
on Friday, Byregowda
assessed the situation
and urged officials to expedite
relief work. He emphasised
the need for a task force
meeting before the first
week of Feb to streamline re-
lief efforts.

Byregowda said some 75%
of eligible farmers have en-
rolled on the Farmer Registra-
tion and Unified Beneficiary
Information System (FRUITS)
app and have provided updated
information on their land hold-
ings to avail relief. The minis-
ter said a fund, totaling Rs 2,000
crore, would be transferred
directly to bank accounts of
approximately 30 lakh farmers
by the end of next week.

Highlighting past irregu-
larities in relief distribution
during drought and floods, he

transparency.
He pointed out the cen-
tral government’s fail-
ure in providing
drought relief under
the National Disaster
Response Fund and em-
{ phasised the state gov-
ernment's commitment
to independently ad-
dress the needs of distressed
farmers. He reassured citizens
that the government has taken
measures to address drinking
water scarcity by supplying
water through tankers in all
villages and utilising borewell
water in 139 villages.

For 36 villages facing an
acute scarcity, officials have
been directed to hire private
borewells. Additionally, steps
have been taken to ensure an
adequate supply of fodder.

The underscored the state’s
proactive approach in manag-
ing the impact of drought on
the agricultural community
and reiterated the govern-
ment's commitment to provid-
ing timely and transparent
relief to affected farmers.

Source: The Times of India, p.6, Jan 20, 2024




Interest-free crop
loans given to nearly
20 lakh farmers

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka government has
disbursed %15,841.48 crore
interest-free crop loans to
19.97 lakh farmers so far
this year, an increase of
I776.48 crore compared to
2022-23. The government
has set a target to disburse
324,600 crore crop loans
without bank interest this
year. The interest-free
loans are likely to benefit a
large number of farmers
who have been suffering
from drought in 223 taluks
of the State.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, who also holds the
finance portfolio, on Satur-
day held meetings with
close to a dozen depart-
ments and discussed va-
rious proposals with Minis-
ters to be included in the
State Budget, which will be

tabled in the Legislative As-
sembly on February 16.

Mr. Siddaramaiah held
discussions with Ministers
and officials of the depart-
ments such as Health and
Family Welfare, Horticul-
ture, Mines and Geology,
Planning, Higher Educa-
tion, Water Resources, For-
ests, and Environment,
and Cooperation.

Sources said that Mr.
Siddaramaiah is expected
to hold more meetings in
the coming days to discuss

various projects and
schemes to be included in
the Budget.

KPCC media wing vice-
chairman and MLC Dinesh
Gooli Gowda, in a press re-
lease, said crops on more
than 48,000 hectares had
been affected and the Bud-
get is expected to provide
more relief to drought-hit
farmers.

Source: The Hindu, p. 5, Jan 21, 2024
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Decentralisation
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ECONOMY

New tax incentive norms
for scrapping old vehicles

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: The state cabi-
net Thursday decided to
bring in changes to the rules
on incentives for scrapping
old vehicles. Changes will be
made to the Registered Vehi-
cle Scrapping Policy of Kar-
nataka-2022, which came in-
to effect from Jan last year.

As per the old provisions,
those scrapping non-trans-
port vehicles would be provi-
ded 25% of the tax they had
paidontheirold vehiclesasa
concession on the tax they
had to pay when purchasing
new vehicles.

As per the new rules, tax
incentives will be linked to
the ex-showroom prices of
new vehicles instead of the
scrapped vehicles. The
transport department has
come out with five slabs of
concession each fortwo-whe-
elers and four-wheelers. The
tax concession for two-whee-
lers ranges from Rs 1,000 to
Rs 5,000 depending on the
prices of the new vehicles.
For four-wheelers, it varies
from Rs 10,000 to Rs 50,000.

The new rules are expec-
ted to be notified soon.

A source in the transport
departmentsaid, “Forold ve-
hicles, taxes were collected
at RTOs through a manual
system. People may not have
kept tax-paid documents for
vehicles registered 15 years
agoormore. Asdataentryon
tax paid used to be done ma-
nually, there were possibili-
ties of human errors and vi-

NON-TRANSPORT VEHICLES

REVAMPED As per the new rules. tax incentives will be linked

Four-wheelers
Up to 1 lakh 1,000 Up to 5 lakh 10,000
1to 2 lakh 2,000 5 to 10 lakh 20,000
2 to 3 lakh 3,000 10 to 15 lakh 30,000
3to4lakh 4,000 15 to 20 lakh 40,000
4to 5 lakh 5,000 20 lakh and above | 50,000
Source: Government of Karnataka | All figures in rupees
Photo for repsentat_ion

to the ex-showroom prices of new vehicles

siting old files to cull out de-
tails is a laborious process.
Considering these issues,
the cabinet has decided to
provide tax concessions for
scrapping old vehicles based
on the ex-showroom prices
of new vehicles that the ow-
nersare goingtoregister.”
As per the decision of the
state government, a 10% tax
concession will be given on
all construction equipment

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Jan 20, 2024

vehicles including tractors.

For newly registered
transport vehicles, a10% tax
concession will be given on
the tax to be paid for up to
eight years. For transport ve-
hicles paying lifetime tax, a
10% concession will be given
on it. For autorickshaws, the
tax concession will be Rs 500.

Concession on tax will be
givenagainst thesubmission
of ‘certificate of deposit’.



PM inaugurates largest
aerospace facility of Boeing
outside U.S. in Bengaluru

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday inaugurat-
ed the Boeing India Engi-
neering and Technology
Centre (BIETC) campus in
Bengaluru, along with the
Boeing Sukanya Pro-
gramme, and said that the
facility reinforces the
world’s trust in India’s ta-
lent and he is confident
that India will design the
aircraft of the future here.

The state-of-the-art
BIETC has been built with
an investment of 1,600
crore. Located on a 43-acre
campus, it is the American
aerospace major’s largest
such investment outside
the U.S.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr. Modi said the
scale and magnitude will
not only strengthen India
but also the aviation mar-
ket of the world. “This
strengthens the Make in In-

Continued...

T LR Rt

Governor Thawaarchand Gehlot at the inauguration of Boeing India
Engineering and Technology Centre and launch of Boeing Sukanya
Programme in Bengaluru on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

dia-Make for the World re-
solution. India will not
have to wait too long for
Boeing’s first fully de-
signed and manufactured
aircraft in India,” Mr. Modi
said. He said that Boeing’s
new facility is a clear indi-
cation of Karnataka’s rise
as a new aviation hub after
the inauguration of Asia’s
largest helicopter manu-
facturing factory in Tuma-
kuru last year.

He said India is becom-

ing one of the most well
connected markets. “To-
day, India has about 150
operational airports, up
from about 70 in 2014. The
efficiency of the airports
have been enhanced signif-
icantly. There is increased
air cargo capacity leading
to overall growth of econo-
my and employment gen-
eration,” he said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 3



From Page One

PM inaugurates
Boeing facility

Mr. Modi also launched the Boeing Sukanya Pro-
gramme that aims to support the entry of more
girl children from across India into the country’s
growing aviation sector. The programme will pro-
vide opportunities for girls and women from
across India to learn critical skills in science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math (STEM) fields and
train for jobs in the aviation sector.

Boeing said that for young girls, the pro-
gramme will create STEM Labs at 150 planned lo-
cations to help spark interest in STEM careers.

‘Karnataka first choice’

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah said the new insti-
tute is another jewel in Karnataka’s crown as a
leader in the technology sector. “Karnataka ranks
first in India’s innovation index and is also leading
in the country’s overall exports. Home to more
than 400 of the fortune 500 companies, our State
ranks first in research and development, renewa-
ble energy, and is also hailed as the start-up capi-
tal. With an abundance of talented workforce and
skilled human resources, Karnataka is naturally
the first choice for technology and knowledge-
based industries,” Mr. Siddaramaiah said.

Source: The Hindu, p.1 & 3, Jan 20, 2024
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Karnataka is not receiving incentives

for its fiscal ef]

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
has lamented that despite Kar-
nataka’s proven track record of
sound fiscal performance, it is
not receiving any incentives for
its fiscal efficiency. He said this
after inaugurating the national-
level seminar on ‘Fiscal Federal-
ism: Challenges Before the Six-
teenth Finance Commission’,
organised by M.S. Ramaiah Un-
iversity of Applied Sciences in
the city on Saturday.

Mr. Siddaramaiah empha-
sised that Karnataka’s macro-
fiscal performance has been
noteworthy with the distinction
of being the first State to pro-
mulgate the Fiscal Responsibili-
ty Act. The macro-fiscal indica-
tors such as fiscal deficit and
revenue deficit have always
been within the stipulated li-
mits, barring the post-COVID-19

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah at the inauguration of a seminar organised by
M.S. Ramaiah University of Applied Sciences, in Bengaluru on Saturday.

pandemic reappearances of re-
venue deficits, he said.

The Chief Minister said the
State does not have adequate
resources to attain the vision of
$1 trillion GSDP by 2032. “Fur-
therance of the State’s econom-
ic and human development re-
quires significant investments
in human and physical infras-
tructure. Despite Karnataka’s
proven track record of very
sound own tax performance,

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, Jan 21, 2024

the resources are not adequate
to meet the growing challenges
and also attain the vision of $1
trillion GSDP by 2032,” Mr. Sid-
daramaiah said.

He said it is also ironic that
the second highest tax-paying
State in the country does not
get an adequate reward for its
contribution. “We will urge the
16th Finance Commission to in-
crease the weightage assigned
to tax effort to incentivise effi-

1ciency: Chief Minister

ciency and fiscal performance,”
he said, adding that the Finance
Commission must make neces-
sary adjustments for the intra-
State per capita income diffe-
rentials while arriving at the in-
come distance in making the

recommendations.
“Karnataka’s share in tax de-
volution got reduced

from 4.713% under the 14th Fi-
nance Commission to 3.647%
under the 15th Finance Com-
mission. Karnataka has expe-
rienced the biggest cut among
the States, a reduction of 25.5%.
The current approach consid-
ers the income distance as per
which, Karnataka loses out to
the lower distance from the
highest per capita income
State,” he said. He also pointed
out that it is significant to con-
sider the fact that high per cap-
ita income levels arise mainly
from the Bengaluru Urban
district.

Southern cinema giants break new ground

AssouthIndian
cinemaventures
intoglobal
platforms,
small-budget
Kannadafilms
stillencountera
range of obstacles
infinancing,
distributionand
release

Continued...

SHREED N
BENGALURU, DHNS

attappa ne Baahubaliko
kyunmara?” (Why did
Kattappa kill Baahubali?)
Raja Babu, a 29-year-old
rom Jalandhar in Punjab,

wwas among lakhs who were haunted by
this question after watching the Hindi
dubbed version of the Telugu movie
bali- The Beginning (Part 1).

estimony to how the 2015

, rooted in the south, captured

terest of the Hindi-speaking
audience. “After that, I watched the
second part of Baahubali and other
south Indian movies like KGFand
RRR, dubbed in Hindi. The stories
were different and good; trailers were
interesting,” he says.

Directed by S S Rajamouli,
Baahubalil became the first south
Indian, and first Indian movie to collect
Rs 500 crore in ticket sales (gross)
worldwide, according to the Internet
Movie Database (IMDb).

Later, six other south Indian movies

Baahubali 2: The Conclusion (Telugu,

2017), 2.0 (Tamil, 2019), KGF: Chapter
2(Kannada, 2022), RRR (Telugu,
2022), Leo (Tamil, 2023) and Salaar
(Telugu, 2023) joined the Rs 500-crore
club. Baahubali 2, RRR and KGI"2

belong to the club of movies grossing
Rs1,000 crore worldwide, according to
IMDb data.

br
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Itwas the Covid pandemic that
‘ought movies from south India to

anew audience. With the emerging
popularity of over-the-top (OTT)

platforms, people from ac
started watching

bcmg released every month. “Quantity-
wise and box office-wise, we are doing

great. Quality-wise, too, our movies are
ywhere,” Balasays.

languages. Fresh content and stories
offered by these movies, the availability

Telugu dominates (he box office
among southern film industries.

of dubbed ith

diverse genres made even smaller

movies popular among this audience.
“Post-Covid, up to 60% of the cinema

revenue in India has been captured

by southern industries,” says Ramesh

Bala,a Chy i-based

The sheer number of the
Telugu states — Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana—is an indicator of how an
audience can contribute to the revenue
generation of even ordinary movies.
According to data from Qube
Cinema, there are 923

cinema trade analyst.
Theidea that
Indian cinema is
Bollywood is gone.
“Inthe last 20 years, Bo]ly\vood
moved towards more romantic, soft
genres, focusing on the NRI market.
‘With this, they also lost the connection
with the Hindi heartland. Movies like
KGF, Pushpaand RRR connected
well with the working class there and
captured the north Indian market,” he
explains.
The southern industry has a constant
flow of movies running in theatres,
with a movie featuring a popular hero

theatres (1,831 screens)
INSIGHT  pywhwrsenitvny

Telangana. Tamil Nadu
has 745 theatres. Karnataka and Kerala
have 368 and 289 theatres respectively.

“When the number of theatre 3
overall revenueis also low. A revenue
ofmore than Rs 100 crore in Telugu
states is possible in one day because
of the number of screens. RRR earned
this amount on the opening day. But
in Karnataka, even a hit film like KGF'
2did just Rs 30 crore —the maximum
possible revenue for amovie in the
state,” explains Bala.

» South cinema, Page 2




Make way for
low-budget movies

[ southcinema ___J

In Tamil Nadu, which has the sec-
ond-largest industry in the south, the-
atre owners feel that low cinema ticket
rates might have resulted in low profits.
A cinema theatre owner from Chennai
says movie tickets in Tamil Nadu cost

yearsago, whichfound thatthough9%of

Tamil
2,950 cr

2400 & _ In 2022, filmed The south Indian Hindi cinema South Indian
SC R E E N S entertainment in film industry films

India recovered to | witnessed a 1 7% command over

9 owth of 50%

96% of its market
of its pre- sharesince | \am| of box office
pandemic levels, | in2022. 2019. revenues. o
-
-
F RELEASES -

mHindi ® South (Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam) ® English ® Other languages

235 943
98 419
74 119
llﬁl.ﬁls- i ll -

they may not recover the investment,

under the cinema policy. Following this,
in2022and

theyearnonly1% of the total revenue.
To. helplmﬂ-hudgemndexperimenml
SmxeFﬂmeelopmem
rpomnou (KSl"DC) is launching an
OTT platform, CSpace, on a pay-per-
view model.
“Goodcinemaneedsagood audience.

headds.

Certification, subsidies

Delays in the certification process can
also result in late releases. This affects
subsidy qualification for low-] budget
movies. The recent arrest of the CBFC

plyforsubsidies.

Lackof

‘Thedigital boomhas madespace forag-

gregatorsofdigital filmdistribution, and

dubbing, satellite and streaming rights.

Shachina Heggar, proprietor of I‘la[
onesuch

Telangana
.
©99,725

Karnataka
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the lowest — the maximum is Rs 150.  We need to target the global audience  regional officer in has also 3 2
“Instateslike Keralaand Karnataka,itis by showing i i ionis that when compared to other sou(hern © 166,116 g
quitehigh. Thegovernmentshouldallow  movies,” says Shaji N Knrun chairman  filmeertificationprocess. Industrysourc-  film industries, the Kannada industry is
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Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&2, Jan 21, 2024
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Resources too meagre to aim for
$1 trillion economy, says CM

CM's contention

Will put strong case
before financial
panel: Siddaramaiah

e

BENGALURU, DHNS

lagging “many challeng-
Fes” on the fiscal front,

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah said on Saturday that
Karnataka does not have ad-
equate resources to become
a $1 trillion economy by 2032
and argued for the state to get
afair deal in tax devolution.

Siddaramaiah was speak-
ing at a national seminar on
‘Fiscal Federalism: Challeng-
es before the 16th Finance
Commission’ organised by
the MS Ramaiah University
for Applied Sciences.

“The state has many chal-
lenges in sustaining its eco-
nomic growth even while en-
suring that it is balanced and

Continued..

State hasto cope
with budgetary
implications of
centrally-spon-
sored schemes

and physical
» infrastructure

~ Significant
/" iavestments

Karnataka
has experienced
the biggest cut
among the states

Being second
highest tax
paying state,
Karnataka
does not get
“adequate
rewards”

inhuman

needed

Despite Karnataka's proven track record of very
sound own-tax performance, the resources are not
adequate to meet the growing challenges.

inclusive.Inaddition, the state
hastocopewiththe budgetary
implications of the central-
ly-sponsored schemes,” Sid-
daramaiah, also the finance
minister, said.

“Furtherance of the state’s
economic and human devel-
opment requires significant
investments in human and
physical infrastructure. De-
spite Karnataka’s proven track
record of very sound own-tax

13

CM Siddarmaiah

performance, the resources
are not adequate to meet the
growing challenges and also
attain the vision of $1 trillion
GSDP by 2032,” Siddaramai-
ahsaid.

Karnataka will make “a
strong representation” to the
16th Finance Commission to
examine “currentanomalies”
in the federal fiscal transfers,
Siddaramaiah said.

» Siddaramaiah, Page 7



Resources meagre to become
$1tn economy, says CM

Siddaramaiah, from Page 3

“It is time for the transfer
criteria to place sufficient
emphasis on efficiency along
with the equity concerns,” he
said.

Siddaramaiah pointed
out that Karnataka’s share
in share in tax devolution
fell from 4.713% under the
14th Finance Commission
to 3.647% under the 15th
Finance Commission. “Kar-
nataka has experienced the
biggestcutamong the states,”
he said, adding that the state
lostoutdueto theincomedis-
tance criterion.

“...high per-capita income
levels arise mainly from Ben-
galuru Urban district at Rs
6,21,131. This approach has
deprived Karnataka of ade-
quate resource transfers to
address the low per-capita
income of certain districts,”
Siddaramaiah explained,
citing the per-capita income
of Kalaburagi at Rs 1,24,998.

Siddaramaiah rued that

Karnataka, being the second
highest tax paying state, does
not get “adequate reward”
for its contribution. “We will
urge the 16th Finance Com-
mission toincrease the weight
assigned to tax effort...to in-
centivise efficiency and fiscal
performance,” he said.

Underlining the signifi-
cance of resource transfers,
Siddaramaiah said states have
major expenditure responsi-
bilities “very often not backed
by commensurate revenue
sources”. Hesaid urbanisation
had increased infrastructure
andbasic servicesdemandsin
cities. “The problem is com-
pounded by the increased
pressure...onaccountof grow-
ing migration.”

Stressing on the need to
support Bengaluru’s needs,
Siddaramaiah also flagged
“glaring” imbalances in the
human development index.
The HDI in Bengaluru Ur-
ban is 0.738 against Yadgir
(0.538), Kalaburagi (0.539)
and Raichur (0.562), he said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3&7, Jan 21, 2024
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Fake Mysore Sandal soap case: KSDL
raid exposes decade-long operation
leaving it poorer by T500 cr.-*600 cr.

On examination, officials said the counterfeit soaps lacked good quality sandalwood oil and contained heavy metals

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
BENGALURU

t has now emerged
l that the counterfeit

Mysore Sandal soap
production facility in Hyd-
erabad, that was raided re-
cently, had been in opera-
tion for a decade without
coming to notice of the
Karnataka Soaps and De-
tergents Ltd. (KSDL). Inves-
tigation has now estimated
that the unit had a turnov-
er in the range of I500
crore-¥600 crore since it
started, which is the quan-
tum of loss to KSDL.

Along with the Telanga-
na police, officials from
KSDL carried out a recent
raid on the counterfeit ma-
nufacturing facility pro-
ducing fake Mysore Sandal
soap. During the opera-
tion, Hyderabad residents
Rakesh Jain and Mahaveer
Jain were apprehended
and charged for the pro-
duction of counterfeit My-
sore Sandal soap and other
KSDL products.

On January 12, following
the direction from M.B. Pa-
til, Minister for Large and

l C—
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Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and Minister M.B. Patil at the launch of the new products of Karnataka
Soap and Detergents Ltd. at the Vidhana Soudha in Bengaluru on Saturday. K. MURALI KUMAR

Medium Industries and In-
frastructure Development
and also KSDL chairman,
B. Prem Kumar, branch
manager of Hyderabad
KSDL, approached the pol-
ice based on the tip-off the
Minister had received.

Prior investigation

According to officials, prior
to contacting the police,
the KSDL conducted an in-

vestigation into duplicate
products and the manufac-
turing unit. They pur-
chased counterfeit pro-
ducts amounting to %5 lakh
and subjected them to test-
ing. Despite being unable
to determine the location
of the fake product manu-
facturing unit, KSDL staff
strategically placed an or-
der for soaps valued at 325
lakh. Under the guise of

Source: The Hindu, p. 4, Jan 21, 2024
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picking up the consign-
ment, they successfully
reached the facility where
the counterfeit soaps were
being produced.

During the operation,
the police seized 20 car-
tons containing three-soap
packs, each weighing 150
gm (totalling 1,800 pieces),
as well as 47 cartons for
each soap weighing 75
grams (amounting to 9,400

pieces). Additionally, emp-
ty packing boxes for 150-
gram Mysore Sandal soap
(400 pieces) and empty
packing boxes for 75-gram
Mysore Sandal soap (400
pieces) were also seized.
Upon examination in
the KSDL laboratory, offi-
cials determined that the
counterfeit soaps lacked
good quality sandal oil and
contained heavy metals.
The individuals operating
the counterfeit Mysore
Sandal soap manufactur-
ing unit were also involved
in the production of other
well-known branded pro-
ducts, including ghee and
coconut oil, said officials.

New products released
Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Saturday
released 21 new soaps and
detergents products manu-
factured by KSDL. He told
the KSDL management to
manufacture soaps accord-
ing to the tastes of consum-
ers and market them.
KSDL has made a profit
of 182 core till now in this
fiscal year against 132
crore in 2022-23, he said.



‘Remove cross subsidy burden levied on
industrial and commercial consumers’

Cross subsidy provided by industrial and commercial consumers came up to 35,680 crore in FY 2023-24. This is why the industrial tariff is high in

the State. As the tariff is high, they are going off grid to open access which is a loss to the electricity supply companies, says KERC

Jahnavi T.R.
BENGALURU

head of the State

Budget for the fi-

nancial year 2024 -
2025, the Karnataka Elec-
tricity Regulatory Com-
mission (KERC) has writ-
ten  to the  State
government to consider an
increased budgetary allo-
cation for the free supply
of power to irrigation
pumpsets (of 10 HP and
below).

The commission has
placed this request to re-
duce the burden of cross
subsidies on industrial and
commercial consumers in
the State by removing it,
which would essentially
result in reduced electrici-
ty tariff for these
consumers.

A letter, written to the
Additional Chief Secretary
(ACS), Energy Depart-
ment, explains that tradi-
tionally, tariff is fixed
based on the paying capac-
ity of consumers and
hence, the tariff for 1P sets
as well as other domestic
consumers is usually low-
er than that for industrial,

=

Total subsidy requirement of the State calculated by
KERC (at average cost of supply)

Part

ars

wApproved subsidy to Escoms in FY 2023- 24

(with cross subsidy)

n Additional subsidy for failure of monsoon

(with cross subsidy)

nTotal cost of power to IP sets in FY 2023 - 24

(without cross subsidy)

u Cost of power to IP sets in FY 2024 - 25

(without cross subsidy) *

u Cost of power to IP sets in FY 2024 - 25 if monsoon

fails (without cross subsidy) *

in ¥ crore

13,966

5,206

19,646
21,200

29,500

* Considering an 8% increase in average cost of supply

commercial, and other
high-consumption domes-
tic consumers.

The Commission Deter-

mined Tariff (CDT), when
it came to IP sets, so far
was fixed considering the
cross subsidies provided

Source: The Hindu, p. 4, Jan 22, 2024

by industrial and commer-
cial consumers.

“Fixation of tariff with
cross subsidies essentially
means the industrial and
commercial  consumers
are subsidising the govern-
ment to partially meet the
cost of electricity being
supplied to IP sets for free
and for the free supply to
domestic consumers up to

200 units,” the letter
noted.
The KERC has also said

that in addition to IP sets,
the high-paying consum-
ers were also cross subsi-
dising for the Gruha Jyothi
scheme.

Hence, the commission
is also planning to remove
the cross subsidy being
provided for the free 200
units to the government by
high-consumption domes-
tic consumers. It also
plans on increasing the ta-
riff payable towards IP sets
and free power for domes-
tic consumers which
would need increased sub-
sidy allocation from go-
vernmernt.

Cost increase
The KERC also noted that

the electricity costs in the
State have gone up owing
to increased fuel and other
operating costs.

For instance, the aver-
age cost of the supply of
one unit of sale of Bescom
was just ¥5.04 in FY 2013 -
2114, whereas in FY 2023 -
2024, it rose by 91% to
¥9.62 per unit.

The cost of power per
unit sales also increased
by 77%, from ¥4.36 per un-
it to ¥7.73 per unit, in 10
years.

Along with the hike in
tariffs, the burden to also
pay the cross subsidies has
affected the growth of
trade and industries in the
State, the commission ob-
served.

“The cross subsidy pro-
vided by industrial and
commercial ~ consumers
came up to 5,680 crore in
FY 2023-2024. This is why
the industrial tariff is high
in the State. As the tariff is
high, they are going off
grid to open access which
is a loss to the electricity
supply companies (es-
coms). That is why we
want to remove it from FY
2024 - 2025. States like

Andhra Pradesh do not
have this cross subsidy sys-
tem,” P. Ravikumar, Chair-
man, KERC, told The
Hindu.

The commission says in
the letter that without
cross subsidy from indus-
trial and commercial con-
sumers, the total cost of
power supplied to IP sets
came up to 319,646 crore.

If an 8% increase in the
cost of power supplied to
IP sets is considered for
the FY 2024 - 2025, then it
is likely to cost the State
government around
321,200 crore.

Like this year, if the
monsoon also fails in the
upcoming FY, then the IP
power supply cost for the
government would be
329,500 crore and hence,
the KERC has requested
the government to in-
crease the budgetary allo-
cation.

ACS, Energy Depart-
ment, Gaurav Gupta,
when asked about the let-
ter, said, “We will consider
and discuss its recommen-
dations and then the go-
vernment will take wha-
tever action is necessary.”

CM grapples with task of tabling surplus budget

BV.Shivashankar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Amid pressure to
propose a revenue surplus for
the 2024-25 fiscal, chief minis-
ter Siddaramaiah faces a
daunting task as he prepares
to present the state budget on
Feb 16. This is because tax col-
lections are likely to fall short
of the of the Rs 1.7 lakh crore
target for the current fiscal.
One big reason for the
shortfall is the prevailing
drought situation which has
seen tax collection fall by an
estimated Rs 10,000 crore.
But the Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management
Act leaves no room for devia-
tion based on economic chal-
lenges and mandates the
presentation of a revenue

surplus budget.

Last year, Siddaramaiah
had proposed a revenue deficit
budget of Rs 12,523 crore, di-
verging from the outgoing
BJP government’s revenue
surplus budget of Rs402 crore
for the same year under Basa-
varaj Bommai’s leadership.

The justification provided
then was economic slowdown
induced by the pandemic, but
that is no longer considered a
valid rationale.

An official from the fi-
nance department said the
government will present a
revenue surplus budget. “We
are very mindful of the legal
obligation. The chief minister
is exploring all means to table
arevenue surplus budget,” the
official said.

‘Revenue deficit’ refers to
a variance between revenue
expenditure and income from
state taxes and central grants.
Budgets projecting a revenue
deficit imply the need for gov-
ernment borrowing to fund
committed expenditure, such
as salaries and interest pay-
ments, which do not contrib-

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Jan 22, 2024
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ute to asset creation. The Fis-
cal Responsibility and Budget
Management norms aim to
prevent such financial strains.
Basavaraj Rayareddi,
MLA and economic advisor
to the CM, said Siddaramai-
ah, is committed to fiscal
discipline. Rayareddi had
kicked off pre-budget meet-
ings with officials from vari-
ous departments, while the
chief minister began a three-
day comprehensive meeting
with ministers and depart-
ment heads on Saturday.
Pointing to robust growth
in the state’s economy despite
drought, experts believe Sid-
daramaiah can navigate fiscal
challenges successfully. Gross
state domestic product (GSDP)
is expected to surpass Rs 28

lakh crore, up from the esti-
mated Rs 25.7 lakh crore for
the current fiscal. Leveraging
this growth, Siddaramaiah
may consider enhancing the
tax target to Rs 2lakh crore for
2024-25. Non-tax revenue
sources are also anticipated to
contribute significantly to an
increase in revenue.

Buoyancy in the state’s
economy is expected to result
in increased devolution from
the central tax pool, poten-
tially exceeding the proposed
Rs 37,252 crore.

BV Madhusudan Rao, re-
search advisor, Centre for
Budget and Policy Studies,
said: “Considering all this, it
should not be a challenge for
the chief minister to propose
a revenue surplus budget.”



100% railway electrification
in Karnataka only by 2025-26

Over 85% of state’s rail network
electrified; Rs 298 cr saved in 3 yrs

W

MUTHI-UR-RAHMAN SIDDIQUI,
BENGALURU, DHNS

arnataka hasmaderapid
strides in railway electri-
cation, but will have to
waittwomoreyearstofully elec-
trifyitsrailwaynetwork, atarget
originallysettobecompleted by
March 2024.

The state was one of the lag-
gardsinrailway electrification,
ranked second from bottom.
While it has electrified over
85% of its 3,836-route kilome-
tre (rkm) railway network and
will cover another 8-10% in the
next 10 months, two stretches
spanningabout 217 rkmintotal
will be electrified only by 2026,
data shows.

In railway terminology, rkm
refers to the distance between
two places, irrespective of the
number of tracks.

The Hubballi-headquar-
tered South Western Railway
(SWR),whose 84%jurisdiction
lies in Karnataka, has electri-
fied 3,074 rkm out of its total
network of 3,662 rkm. So brisk
was the pace of electrification
by the railway zone that 14 dif-
ferentstretcheswere electrified

and commissioned in 2023-24
alone. Ithasnowtoelectrify sev-
enmorestretchesspanning 588
rkm, of which 474 rkm lies in
Karnataka.

The Central Organisation
for Railway Electrification’s
(CORE) Bengaluru unit com-
missioned 217 rkm out of the
264 rkm targeted for the 2023-
24 financial year.

Its last remaining assign-
ment, the electrification of the
Wandal-Bagalkot section is
scheduled to be completed in
February, said Shyam Sundal
Mangal, chief project director
(railway electrification), Ben-
galuru. Since the beginning of
2022-23, CORE’s Bengaluru
unit has electrified 713 rkm as
against the target of 698 rkm,
headded. Theagencyhasspent
Rs 337 crore out of the Rs 403
crore budgeted forrailwayelec-
trification in the current finan-
cial year, he said.

In addition, traction substa-
tions (TSSs) set up by CORE at
Savanur and Nittur are up and
running.

The TSSs set up at Honna-
valli, Shivamogga, Siddapura,
Sujathapuramand Chintamani

Work in progress

3,836| KARNATAKA
RiM | Broad-gauge network

3,265 } Electrified network
RKM

571
RKM

’ Yet to be electrified

SWRto
electrify in
Karnataka:
474 RKM

SCRto
electrify in
Karnataka:
97 RKM

Work yet to start
Vyasa Colony-
AmaravAathi
Colony Jn: 120
RKM deadline:

2025-26

Taj
(SCR):

Savings fromrailway

electrification Since 2021-22

Passenger trains:
Rs 83,09,67,636

Traction
changed
to electric:
100 trains

Goods trains:

are also ready and waiting for
transmission lines. CORE isalso
workingtoestablish the TSSsat
Ramgiri, Shravanabelagolaand
Sagar Jambagaru, Mangal said.

While the Bengaluru railway
division hasachieved100%elec-
trification, Mysuru and Hubbal-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, Jan 22, 2024
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3,662 | SWR
RKM | SWR network

3,074 .
RKM } Electrified

‘ 588| Yettobe
RKM T electrified

SWR ELECTRIFICATION IN PROGRESS

® Holenarasipur-Hassan: Feb 2024

e Suldhal-Ghataprabha: Feb 2024

® Bagalkot-Wandal: 47 km; Feb 2024

e Subramanya Road-Kabaka Puttur:
Feb 2024

® Kudchi-Miraj: Mar 2024

® Sakleshpur-Subramanya Road:
June 2024

® Castle Rock-Kulem (Goa): Oct 2024

Sultanpur-
Khanapur

97 RKM

Electrified
in 2023-24
(till Dec 31,
2023):
2,696 RKM

Rs 215,13,33,193

lidivisionsstillhave some way to
go.Mysuruhastoelectrifythree
stretches, including two passing
through the Western Ghats
(Sakleshpur-SubramanyaRoad
and Subramanya Road-Kabaka
Puttur), according to Dr Man-
junath Kanamadi, chief public

relations officer, SWR.

The Hubballi division has
planned to electrify all but one
stretch by April, said Harsh
Khare, divisional railway man-
ager, Hubballi. “We are on
target,” he told DH. The elec-
trification of Vyasa Colony-Am-
aravathi Colony Jn (120 rkm)
will take some more time.

“Tendering is in progress,”
he said. Track electrification,
though costlyat the beginning,
provides many long-term ben-
efits. In addition to introduc-
ing more and heavier trains, it
boosts speed, saves money and
reduces pollution. In particular,
it helps avoid train retention at
stationsbyeliminating theneed
to change the locomotive from
diesel to electric.

Financial benefits are also
substantial. The SWR hassaved
Rs 298 crore since 2021-22 by
not having to buy diesel.

Apart from SWR, Karnata-
ka’s rail network comes under
South Central Railway (SCR),
Central Railway (CR), the
Southern Railway (SR) and
Konkan Railway.

While SR, CR and Konk-
an Railway have fully electrified
their network in Karnataka,
SCR has to electrify 97 rkm of
the Bidar-Kalaburagi line.

M N Krishna Prasad of Kar-
nataka Railway Vedike praised
the speedy electrification and
called for expediting the re-
maining work.



Tax contribution by States needs to be revisited

he Finance Commission’s important

jobis to recommend a distribution

formula specifying each State’s share in

the part of the Union tax revenue
assigned to States. Such distribution formulas
have a few weighted determinants. Since the 1st
Finance Commission, some States have been
arguing that their contributions to the Union tax
revenue have been higher than others and,
therefore, they rightfully have higher shares in
the Union tax revenue. In the first eight Finance
Commissions, tax contribution with very little
weight was a determinant in the distribution
formula. Since the 10th Finance Commission, this
tax contribution was dropped from the
distribution formula. Here, we argue that tax
contribution by each State is a good measure of
efficiency, and the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
regime creates an opportunity for its inclusion in
the distribution formula.

Equity, efficiency in tax revenue transfers
Two important tasks of the Finance Commissions
are (i) to recommend the proportion of the Union
tax revenues to be assigned to States and (i) to
recommend the share of each State in the
assigned tax revenue. Till 2000, that is, the 10th
Finance Commission, the States’ share was
restricted only to personal income tax and Union
excise duties and after that, all the Central tax
revenues were pooled, and States’ shares were
decided. With reference to the second task, the
Finance Commission devises a distribution
formula to arrive at a share for each State, and it
is based on the principles of equity and
efficiency. Equity stipulates that the
revenue-scarce States and States with higher
expenditures get larger shares of Union tax
revenue than others. Efficiency is to reward the
States that are efficient in collecting revenue and
rationalising spending. The trade-off between
equity and efficiency is normative and remains
dynamic in successive Finance Commission
recommendations.

States from which large volumes of income tax
revenue have been collected argued to consider
and assign a higher weight to ‘tax collection’ as
an indicator of tax contribution. The origin of
income is essential to estimate States’
contributions to income tax revenue, which is
difficult to identify, as a person may pay income
tax from one State though the income earning is
from other States. Successive Finance
Commissions have assigned 10% to 20% weight to
income tax revenue collection/assessment in the
distribution formula for income tax revenue
because collection is not a good indicator of
contribution. In the case of Union excise duties,
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The tax
contribution of
each State is a
good measure
of efficiency,
and the GST
regime creates
an opportunity
for its inclusion
in the
distribution
formula

the value of taxable products consumed in a State
is essential to decide its contribution. Due to the
unavailability of proper consumption statistics,
contribution was never a determinant in the
distribution formula for Union excise duties.

We should note that tax contribution is an
efficiency indicator because a State’s level of
development and economic structure decides its
tax contribution. However, Finance Commissions
had assigned only 10% to 20% weight to this
efficiency indicator. Population, a chief indicator
of the expenditure needs of the State, was given
80% to 90% weight in the first seven Finance
Commissions as far as income tax distribution
'was concerned. In the case of distributing
revenue from Union excise duties, the entire
distribution was based on population or other
indicators of expenditure needs such as area, per
capita income, proportion of Scheduled
Caste/Scheduled Tribe population, and some
indicators of social and physical infrastructure
needs. Since the 10th Finance Commission, the
Commission has recommended a single
distribution formula for both income tax and
‘Union excise duties. Thus, the Finance
Commissions have always favoured assigning
more than 75% weight to equity indicators.

Since 2000, the formula for the distribution of
pooled Central tax revenues included tax effort
and fiscal discipline as efficiency indicators with a
weight of around 15%. Tax effort is broadly
defined as the ratio of own revenue of a State to
its Gross Domestic Product. Fiscal discipline is
the proportion of own revenue to the revenue
expenditure of a State. In the 15th Finance
Commission, the distribution formula had tax
effort with a weight of 2.5%, and demographic
performance, an indicator of efficiency in
population control, was given a weight of 12.5%.
The remaining 85% weight was distributed
among equity indicators of per capita income,
population as per the 2011 Census instead of the
conventional 1971 Census, area, forest cover, etc.

Tax contribution in distribution formula
Even though some States have been arguing for
increasing the weightage for efficiency indicators
such as tax effort and fiscal discipline, these
indicators have received lower weights as they are
unstable. The tax effort is affected by
discretionary tax policies and unexpected
changes in actual tax bases. The fiscal discipline
is affected by contractual payments such as
salaries, pensions, and interest payments, as well
as the tied-grant-induced expenditures of States.
An objective measure of tax contribution by
States, given the stability in tax structure, should
be a good indicator of efficiency and be assigned

Source: The Hindu, p. 10, Jan 23, 2024
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a larger weight. GST satisfies this criterion.

GST is a consumption-based destination tax
that is equally divided between the State and
Central governments. In other words, the State
GST accrual (inclusive of Integrated GST
settlement) to a State should be the same as the
Central GST accrual to the Union government
from that State. Therefore, accurately estimating
the tax contribution from a State to the Union
exchequer is feasible under GST. Since GST is a
unified tax system, the calculations by these
authors show that there is not much of a variation
in the tax efforts of States. However, the absolute
amount of GST revenue generated from each
State would differ by the size and structure of
States’ economies, and this marks the
importance of the inclusion of this tax
contribution as an efficiency indicator in the
distribution formula. A State’s GST contribution is
not affected by discretionary tax policies of the
State; it only reflects the accurate tax base of the
State that is being exploited for the national good.

In addition to GST, petroleum consumption is
also an indicator of tax contribution to the
national exchequer. The Union excise duty and
sales tax on petroleum products are outside GST.
The cascading tax burden of these two taxes in
addition to the burden of customs duty on
petroleum imports falls on the final consumers of
petroleum products in a State. Just like GST, the
relative shares of petroleum consumption vary
across States, but such shares are stable over time
for every State. Therefore, the relative share of a
State’s petroleumn consumption reflects the
relative contribution of the State to the national
exchequer in the category of Union excise duties
and customs duties on petroleum products.

Including the relative GST contribution and
petroleum consumption of a State in the
distribution formula is irresistible for yet another
reason, that is, both these two ratios indicate the
relative differences in the incomes (both personal
and corporate) accrued to the residents of a State
because consumption is a function of income.
The share of CGST and Union excise duty is about
30% of States” share in Central tax revenue in
2021-22 and the similar ratio for personal and
corporate income taxes is 64%.

Thus, the two relative contributions, namely
GST revenue and petroleum consumption, of
States are fair and accurate measures of States’
contributions to the national exchequer and a
good measure of efficiency. There is a persuasive
case for the 16th Finance Commission, recently
constituted by the Union government, to debate
and include these ratios as a measure of
efficiency with a weightage of at least 33% in the
distribution formula.



Bridging fiscal
divides

The 16th Finance
Commission must
address fiscal
disparities and
grievances voiced by
states
NAYAKARA VEERESHA

n December 31, 2023,
he government ap-
pointed the Sixteenth
Union Finance Commission
(SUFC), with Arvind Pana-
gariya as its chairman, in
accordance with the consti-
tutional mandate outlined in
Article 280(1), which serves
as the primary link between
the Union and state financial
relations. The main duties of
SUFC are specified in Article
280(3): vertical devolution—
sharing of net taxes and other
funds between the Union and
states; horizontal devolution—
sharing the financial resources
amongthestates; grants-in-aid
under Article 275; devolution
of funds to the rural and ur-
ban local governments; and
any other related fiscal issues.
This appointment gains sig-
nificance in light of the con-
tentious Terms of Reference
(ToR) of the 15th Finance
Commission, whichresultedin
afiscalgap betweenthe Union
andsouthernstatesduetothe
use of the 2011 census explic-
itly for the population instead
ofthe1971 census,asused until
the13th UFC.

OnNovember29,2023,the
Union government approved
the ToR forthe SUFC, empha-
sisingthe functionsmentioned
aboveandexpandingitsscope
to include financial arrange-
ments under the National
Disaster Management Act,
2005. The SUFCis entrusted
with framingtheactual ToR.A
month earlier, on October 29,
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
raised concerns about the in-
justice caused to the Govern-
ment of Karnataka in terms
of revenue loss and reduced
financial devolution during
thel5th Finance Commission
on social media platform X
(formerly Twitter).

On the platform, citizens
countered the CM’s claims,
asserting thattaxdevolutionto
thestateincreased by148.26%
and grants-in-aidincreased by
129.42% between 2009-14and
2014-19. The BJP’s Bengaluru
SouthMP, Tejasvi Surya, high-
lighted that the total tax devo-
lutionduring theNDA regime
from2014-2023amountedto
Rs 2.93 lakh crores, surpass-
ing the combined devolution
of taxes during the UPA T and
UPAIlregimes.

Recently, Chief Minister
Siddaramaiahaddressedthese
issuesinanelaboratearticlein
the Kannada daily Prajavani,
focusing on the questions of
equity and efficiency. Key is-
sues highlighted included a
reduction in the net tax shar-
ing to Karnataka from 4.72%
t0 3.64%, causing a loss of Rs
45,000 crores to the state ex-
chequer, and the disparity in
the amount received per ru-
peeof tax payment compared
to Uttar Pradesh (Karnataka
receives 0.15 paisewhereas UP
getsRs2.73). Thisisduetothe

criteriaadopted tousethe 2011
census for the population.

Thealteration in variables/
indicators used by the FFC
disadvantaged the southern
states, where population
stabilisation and control
measures were initiated. The
north-south fiscal divide, both
in terms of net tax devolution
and the criterion used for tax
devolutionbetween the Union
and states, remains a conten-
tious issue. The argument
by the southern states about
higher tax contributions and
lower funds received through
thefinance commissionisvalid
and warrants consideration
by the SUFC to improve the
rationale for tax distribution
amongstates.

Except for Tamil Nadu, all
other southern states experi-
enced a decline in their share
of finances from the four-
teenth to the fifteenth finance
commission. Karnataka saw
the highest reduction (4.7%
to 3.6%), followed by Kerala
(2.5% to 1.9%), Telangana
(2.4% to 2.1%), and Andhra
Pradesh (4.3%1t04.1%). In fact,
Karnataka’ssharehasbeenon
adecliningtrend fromtheelev-
enth (4.93%) to the fifteenth
(3.64%) finance commission.

Toraise and address equity
andefficiencyissuesbeforethe
SUFC, the Karnataka govern-
mentconstituted aspecial cell
consisting of economic and
financial experts. Despite the
state’s share increasing from
29.5%t041%during the tenth
to fifteenth FC, concerns per-
sistregarding the criteriaused
forbothverticaland horizontal
devolutionof funds. The I-X fi-
nancecommissionsprioritised
the indicators of population,
level of development, and fis-
cal capacity/weakness of the
states. The paradigm shift
tookplacefromXI-XV finance
commissions, whereinaspects
of equity and efficiency were
accorded priority. The chal-
lenge for the SUFCis to strike
a balance between these two
broad criteria and arrive ata
rational basis for the devolu-
tion of taxes to accommodate
the state’s grievances. The in-
dependent functioning of the
SUFC without the burden of
appeasement to the govern-
mentin poweristhevision en-
visaged by the framers of the
Constitution.

The functioning of the
UFC’s from X-XV is largely
satisfying when compared to
the state finance commission
underArticle243(I&Y)ofthe
Constitution. The UFC’swork
shouldinspirethestatefinance
commissions with robust rec-
ommendationsand theirbind-
ing effect on governments.
Addressing the strained fiscal
relations between the Union
and state governments is one
of the most effective ways to
strengthen fiscal and cooper-
ative federalism. The aspects
of social justice, the index of
devolution, and the efforts of
states in achieving SDG-1 (no
poverty) need consideration
from the commission, along
with the issues of equity and
efficiency.

(Thewriterisan
independent researcher and
writes ongovernance and
development)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Jan 22, 2024
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Government guarantees on a rising trend in 12 States

In Sikkim, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, govt. guarantees as a % of GDP have crossed the 10% mark

| DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

s a State grows, the need to
A fund infrastructure pro-

jects increases. The Public
Sector Enterprises which are exe-
cuting these projects need funds.
While many of them get funds
within the State budget, some of
the projects require huge invest-
ments, for which PSEs turn to
banks and financial institutions.
The State government stands as
guarantor for such loans, other-
wise the banks may not be willing
to extend loans to such entities.

Given the guarantee, the banks
are happy to give loans, often with-
out even doing due diligence
about the commercial viability of
such projects. Because of the very
low risk attached to such loans,
they also most often do not moni-
tor the projects they finance. As
long as the PSEs are financially
sound and servicing the debt, this
is a win-win situation. However, if
the PSEs turn loss-making, and if
the banks invoke the guarantees, it
is the State government which will
be in trouble. This was the con-
cern that the RBI’s Working Group
on State Government Guarantees
had expressed in its report re-
leased last week.

Chart 1 shows the outstanding
State-wise guarantees issued as a
share of each State’s Gross Domes-
tic Products at the end of March in
2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022.
For instance, for Andhra Pradesh,
the outstanding guarantees as a
share of its GDP grew from around
4% to over 10% in the said period.
In fact, the guarantees are on an
increasing trend in 11 other States
— Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Haryana,
Karnataka, Kerala, Meghalaya, Ra-
jasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Te-
langana and Uttar Pradesh.

In Sikkim and Telangana, along
with Andhra Pradesh, the share of
outstanding government guaran-
tees as a share of their GDPs was

above the 10% mark at the end of
2022, Whereas it was around 8-9%
in the case of Meghalaya and Uttar
Pradesh. The Working Group has
asked governments to have a fixed
ceiling on the guarantees issued
and make it uniform across all
States. The Group has also recom-
mended the States assess risks at-
tached to each guarantee and as-
sign weights based on the sector
and the borrower’s past record.

Alook at how the States used to
finance their Gross Fiscal Deficit
shows that two decades back, the
National Small Saving Fund (NSSF)
was the biggest source of financ-
ing. However, due to policy chang-
es, now market borrowings are the
major source. Chart 2 shows this
transition between 2005-06 and
2022-23.

While the share of banks and fi-
nancial institutions in the financ-
ing of States’ gross fiscal deficit has
remained low, in terms of absolute
numbers they are still considera-
ble as the quantum of loans given
by the banks to the States has
zoomed over the years. Chart 3
shows the loans given by the banks
directly to State governments and
also to State enterprises that have
guarantees from the government.
As can be seen from the chart,
both these figures have surged in
the recent past.

As the loans are guaranteed by
the State, if they are not honoured,
the banks may not give fresh loans
to the enterprises and guarantees
given by the government will fall in
value. To avoid that, the Working
Group has come up with some re-
commendations. Having a uniform
ceiling for incremental guarantees
issued during a year at 5% of the
revenue receipts or 0.5% if the
GSDP of the State, whichever is
less, is the major criterion. The ris-
kiness of the borrowers and pro-
jects involved should be consi-
dered. A State Finance
Department unit should be set up
to capture all guarantees and mon-
itor them continually. All States
should report in a similar format
so that it is easier to oversee.

State of affairs

The charts are based on the report of the Working Group on State Government Guarantees published by the
Reserve Bank of India

Chart 1 : Outstanding State-wise guarantees issued as a share of
GSDP (in %) for FY18 (=), FY19 (m), FY20 (w), FY21 (w) and FY22 (m)
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Privank Kharge: State will focus on
skill development for AVGC sector

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

Karnataka has an urgent
mandate to develop skill
sets, intellectual properties
and millions of jobs to sup-
port the growth of its Ani-
mation, Visual Effects, &
Gaming and Comics
(AVGC) industry, stated Pri-
yank Kharge, Minister for
IT, BT, Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj here on
Tuesday.

He said the State already
has over 300 special-
ised AVGC and XR (extend-
ed reality) players and stu-
dios employing over
15,000 professionals and
the entire industry ecosys-
tem has the potential to
create 2.5 lakh additional
jobs across diverse roles.

“Heavy impetus will be
on skill development to
support the growth and de-
velopment of AVGC sector
in Karnataka. We have to
encourage new talent and
new technologies,” he said.

Mr. Kharge further said
that the State has a deep fo-
cus on creation of start-ups
in the AVGC space, IP crea-
tion was another critical
area, introduction of fresh
AVGC policy as the earlier
one was lapsing and all
these would be aimed at
creating employment and

AN

RDPR Minister Priyank Kharge
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increasing the State’s reve-
nue from AVGC-related
businesses.

GAFX 2024

AVGC sector’s annual con-
ference, Bengaluru GAFX
2024, is scheduled to be
held between January 29
and 31 in the city. GAFX,
organised in association
with industry apex body
ABAI, will be inaugurated
by Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah and his Deputy D.K.
Shivakumar.

Mr. Kharge said that this
edition of the GAFX will
have a heavy impetus on
skilling in order to nurture
employability in the gam-
ing and animation ecosys-
tem.

Karnataka currently
holds a strong 20% share in
the Indian media and en-
tertainment industry. The
State is home to many insti-
tutes dedicated to anima-

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Jan 24, 2024
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tion, visual effects, and
gaming. The State set up
Digital Art Centres in 27
Fine Arts Colleges catering
to 600 students and one
AVGC-XR finishing school,
according to the Minister.

“These efforts of the go-
vernment to create a ro-
bust ecosystem are expect-
ed to pave way for future
growth and more invest-
ments to the State,” he
said.

This edition of GAFX
will see some leading In-

dian and international
names in the world of vi-
sual effects.

Works of visual effects
from Hollywood that
wowed audiences the
world over will be present-
ed at the GAFX, including
the Oscar-winning Guiller-
mo del Toro’s Pinocchio,
Antman & Wasp Quanta-
mania, and The Fast & the
Furious X.

Presentations
Cutting-edge  animation
presentations and show-
cases will include the ani-
mation of Oscar-nominat-
ed movie Nimona by the
DNEG, spectacular animat-
ed features from India by
Oscar-nominated studio
Mikros Animation and In-
dependent Global Anima-
tion Films by Assemblage.



Power-deficient year pushes
implementation of multi-year
tariff in Karnataka to next FY

Under the multi-year tariff system, electricity supply tariff for three years would be predetermined

through projections based on previous trends; industries had expressed disapproval of the MYT

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

fter announcing in
A2023 its intention to
implement a multi-

year tariff (MYT) system in
the State from the Financial
Year 2024-2025, the Karnata-
ka Electricity Regulatory
Commission (KERC) decided
to drop it for this year after
many stakeholders expressed
their objections to the imme-
diate implementation of the
system.

Under MYT, the electricity
supply tariff for three years
would be predetermined
through projections based on
previous trends.

The representatives of in-
dustries and commercial es-
tablishments had expressed
their disapproval of the MYT
in a public hearing held by
KERC in November. “Indus-
tries argued that if the data
from the current year was
used for projections, then it
would only show an increas-
ing trend due to the in-
creased power purchase
costs this year. In all likeli-
hood, the costs will stabilise
in the upcoming financial
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Electricity supply companies had their own concerns about implementing
multi-year tariff and had also asked KERC to wait till FY 2025-2026.

year, and they want us to wait
till then,” said P. Ravikumar,
Chairman, KERC.

He also said that electricity
supply companies (escoms)
had their own concerns
about implementing MYT.
“They said that it would be
difficult for them to make
projections now as the Covid
period cannot be considered
for projection,” he said.

The escoms have also
asked KERC to wait till finan-
cial year 2025-2026 for the

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Jan 24, 2024
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implementation.

“For MYT, we need to have
projection of power purchase
costs for around five years.
Especially since this is a pow-
er deficit year, the projection
of power purchase costs
comes with challenges. Since
there is power deficit in many
parts of the country, we do
not know how the situation
will play out yet,” said J. Dar-
shan, Director of Finance,
Bescom.

He further said, “With the

weather vagaries and coal is-
sues, we are not in a position
to effectively predict the rate
of power.”

The KERC, for now, is con-
fident of implementing MYT
in FY 2025-2026, but indus-
tries have argued that with
constant revision of Fuel and
Power Purchase Cost Adjust-
ment (FPPCA), there would
be no concept of tariff cer-
tainty that should ideally
come with predetermined ta-
riff structure.

“With FPPCA, there will be
no tariff certainty. As utilities
would have to buy power
from various sources, nobo-
dy will know for sure what
the price they are supposed
to pay. It is high time that in-
dustrial tariffs which decided
the manufacturing costs for
industries are stabilised.
While MYT looks good as a
policy, the implementation,
monitoring and course cor-
rection should happen con-
currently for it to be success-
ful,” said M.G. Prabhakar,
former advisory member,
KERC and energy advisor to
Federation of Karnataka
Chambers of Commerce and
Industries (FKCCI).



Namma Metro ridership crosses 100-cr mark

Photo for representation

Daily Revenue
Up From Z3.8L
To %1.5Cr

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: More than 12
years after it became oper-
ational, Namma Metro ri-
dership crossed the 100-
crore mark on December 29,
2023, according to Banga-
lore Metro Rail Corporation
Limited (BMRCL).

When Namma Metro be-
came operational between
MG Road and Byappanahal-
li for 6.7km, 33,152 passen-

12 YEARS ON

gers on average were using
theservicesdaily in thefirst
year of operations. After
missing multiple deadlines,
BMRCL opened new lines
(adding an average of 5.5km
annually in12 years).
Namma Metro now has
an operational network of

74km with 65 stations.

On an average, 6.1 lakh
passengers are using Metro
services daily as of Decem-
ber 2023. The daily revenue
generation jumped from Rs
3.8 lakh to Rs 1.5 crore dur-

ingthe period.
As per BMRCL data, the
average daily ridership

crossed 1 lakh only in 2016-
17, after Majestic inter-
change was partially
opened, connecting Byappa-
nahalli with Mysuru Road.
During the pandemic, the
daily passenger count drop-
ped to 95,841 in 2020-21 from
4.91akh in 2019-20. In 2021-22,
ridership increased to 2.3
lakh. BMRCL executive di-
rector Shankar AS, who is
heading operations and
maintenance since 2011
when the first reach of Met-
robecame operational, said,
“A lot of changes have hap-
pened over the years in
terms of patronage and
train operations. Our focus
has been on running trains
as per the scheduled fre-
quency. At present, we oper-
ate close to 300 round

?IOK PENAI.TY FOR MISBEHAVING

WITH WOMAN PASSENGER

or the first time, BMRCL imposed a penalty of
Rs 10,000 on a man for misbehaving with a woman

passenger in December 2023. Sources said the man

was caught by Metro employees after the woman

I 201112 | 38 33,152
2012-13 | 24 18,182
2013-14 | 2.7 19,879
2014-15 | 49 31,490

) 2015-16 77 45,930
2016-17 I 30.2 1,48,369
2017-18 | 77 345,135
201819 | 97.1 | 451,899
201920 | 105.9 | 4,89,380
202021 [l 239 95,841
2021-22 N 53.6 225,445
20223 |V 4,85,549

complained that he misbehaved with her when she was
alighting from a train at Majestic station. The station
controller at Majestic received the complaint; the

2023-24
(till Dec)

_zm 610741

woman didn’t approach the police.

Source: BMRCL

tripsonbothlinesevery day.

During peak hours, short- ber is now over

ational staff and the num-

1,800

loop trains are operated to
clear the rush at stations
such as Majestic.”

In the initial days,
BMRCL had 400-odd oper-

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Jan 24, 2024

Volvo rolls out
10,000th car
made in
Bengaluru

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Volvo Cars produced
10,000 cars at its factory in
Hoskote in the outskirts of
Bengaluru as on January
18. It was in 2017 that the
Swedish passenger car ma-
nufacturer commenced
car assembly operations
with its popular model
XC90 in the city. Till date,
it has produced over 4,000
units of XC60 cars here.
And its 10,000th car is its
pure electric model, XC40
recharge, made in India,
according to the company.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Jan 24, 2024
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with the expansion of Met-
ronetwork.

After the opening of the
entire Purple Line from
Challaghatta to Kadugodi

(Whitefield), passengers
have been demanding addi-
tional trains during peak
hours. However, BMRCL of-
ficials feel the existing
schedules are sufficient to
meet the demand.



Govt. to relieve retired
officers appointed as
advisers, consultants

It is estimated that across departments, boards, and corporations, hundreds of retired employees

have found re-employment; the government is trying to reduce costs

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

n an effort to reduce
l expenditure, Chief Mi-
nister Siddaramaiah,
who also holds the Finance
portfolio, has asked all de-
partments to relieve re-
tired officials appointed as
consultants and advisers
by departments with im-
mediate effect.
The order was issued by
Chief Secretary Rajaneesh
Goyal on Monday.

‘Unnecessary

expenditure’

It is estimated that across
departments, boards and
corporations, hundreds of
retired employees have
found re-employment, and
the latest order could af-
fect them. The Congress
government, which is im-
plementing the five gua-
rantees, is taking steps to
cut unnecessary expendi-

The order said such officials have also been provided benefits,
which is causing a burden on the State exchequer. FILE PHOTO

ture, government sources
said.

The order said that it
had been noticed that re-
tired officials have been ap-
pointed by creating unne-
cessary posts and
sometimes even appointed
for Group A posts. They
have also been provided
vehicles and other bene-
fits, which is causing a bur-
den on the State exche-

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Jan 24, 2024
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quer. Besides, it is found
that efficiency, quality and
accountability are lacking
from these retired officials
appointed as advisors and
consultants. The order di-
rected the departments to
post serving officials to
such posts where the va-
cancy is created.

Pros and cons
Meanwhile, a retired offi-

cial from Department of
Public Works acknow-
ledged that there could be
unnecessary creation of
posts and appointment not
based on need. He, howev-
er, said that several exter-
nal funded schemes or
projects such as the World
Bank-aided projects or the
Asian Development Bank
funded projects require ex-
perienced consultants and
in many cases the World
Bank mandates appoint-
ment of those with expe-
rience in working in World
Bank funded schemes be
appointed.

Also in the Department
of Water Resources, exper-
tise is required in under-
standing and handling in-
terstate water disputes as
well as other interstate dis-
putes. “The order could
have exempted such posts
that are required instead of
a blanket order to relieve
everyone.”



Beer to become dearer
to boost excise revenue

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

There is some bad news for
beer guzzlers. Riding on the
increased sales of beer this
financial year, the State go-
vernment has proposed
another hike in the addi-
tional excise duty, the se-
cond such hike this year. In-
dustry sources said that
when the hike becomes ef-
fective, a 650 ml bottle of
beer will be dearer by
around %8 to T10.

The notification has
been issued recently to in-
crease the Additional Ex-
cise Duty from 185% to
195%, and the new rates are
expected to come into force
as early as next week. The
draft proposal to hike the
additional excise duty on
beer has been notified on
January 20, and public ob-
jection has to been invited
before January 27. The new
rates are expected to come
into force after the notifica-
tion has been issued to
amend Schedule D of Kar-
nataka Excise (Excise Du-
ties and Fees) Rules, 1968.

Increase in sales

The sale of beer in Karnata-
ka for the period between
April and December 2003
has increased by 15.59%
compared to the corres-
ponding period last year
with a total of 324.32 lakh
carton boxes sold against
280.58 lakh carton boxes
sold in same period in
2022. In contrast, the sale
of IML grew by just 1.69% in
the same period with a total
of 533.04 lakh carton boxes
sold this year against 524.19
lakh carton boxes sold last
year.

Excise duty on both ca-
tegories were increased in
the first budget of Chief Mi-
nister Siddaramaiah in this
term. By the end of the
third quarter, excise reve-

When the hike becomes
effective, a 650 ml bottle of
beer will be dearer by around
38 to ?10. FILE PHOTO

nue collected in the State
was 330,620 crore against
the target of ¥36,000 crore
for the year. Excise revenue
collection in the same pe-
riod during last financial
year was 326,987 crore. Ac-
cording to government
sources, the additional ex-
cise duty is being increased
to boost excise revenue.

Reasons for jump
The Secretary of the Feder-
ation of Wine Merchants’
Associations of Karnataka
B. Govindraj Hegde said
that beer sales increased
for many reasons including
big schemes offered by
beer companies, introduc-
tion of low-cost beers and
with IML becoming expen-
sive, many turned into low
cost beers. He said that the
reduction in excise duty on
IML could increase IML
sales, and action should be
taken on sale of illegal liqu-
or brought from cross bor-
der that could boost reve-
nue. “Since 2013, excise
duty in State has already in-
creased eight times, includ-
ing twice in the same finan-
cial year during COVID-19.”
After the hikes between
2017 and 2023, the lower
and middle segment of IML
in slabs between 1 and 8
shows an increase by 1.46%
while the premium seg-
ment between slab 9 and 18
has reported a decline by
1.49 % as they became dear-
er and many shifted to beer
or lower segments of IML

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Jan 24, 2024
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Govt. Issues
notification
bringing back
about 11,300
staff to OPS

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government on
Wednesday issued a notifi-
cation to bring a part of go-
vernment employees to a
defined pension scheme
(old pension scheme) from
the existing new pension
scheme. Around 11,300
employees will be eligible
to go into the defined pen-
sion scheme from the new
pension scheme.

Those who joined after
April 1, 2006, but the ad-
vertisement for the posts
were issued before that will
be eligible for the defined
pension. As per the notifi-
cation, those eligible will
have a one-time chance to
opt for the defined pension
scheme by June 30, 2024.
The recommendation of
those eligible should be
made to the heads of de-
partments before July 31,
2024, and sent for the Fi-
nance Department appro-
val before August 31, 2024.

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Jan 25, 2024
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State attracted global business proposals

worth 323,000 crore at Davos: Patil

A delegation headed by the Minister of Large and Medium Industries held over 50 strategic meetings with global industry leaders

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

arnataka delega-
tion’s presence at
the recently con-

cluded World Economic
Forum (WEF) held at Da-
vos, Switzerland, between
January 15 and 19 yielded
tangible results, said M.B.
Patil, Minister of Large
and Medium Industries
and Infrastructure
Development.

During the course of the
tour, the delegation was
successful in attracting bu-
siness investment propo-
sals worth more than
¥23,000 crore to the State,
he claimed on Wednesday.

The delegation headed
by the Minister had over
50 strategic meetings with
global industry leaders in-
cluding Nestlé, HP, HCL,
Volvo Group, IKEA, Sony,
Microsoft, Hitachi, and

e —

Minister of Large and Medium Industries and Infrastructure Development M.B. Patil addressing a press

meetin on

others companies from
several parts of the world.

According to Mr. Patil,
Web Werks, a global call
centre infrastructure firm,
has pledged 320,000
crore to establish a mas-
sive 100 MW data centre in
Bengaluru and the project
will also generate jobs for
1,000 people. Microsoft

SPECIAL T

has committed to contri-
buting to digital skills de-
velopment for semi-skilled
urban and rural youth in
the State while Hitachi has
signed an MoU with a fo-
cus on promoting eco-
nomic growth in rural
areas.

Briefing the media at
Vidhana Soudha, the Mi-

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Jan 25, 2024

nister said many other fo-
reign companies and busi-
ness conglomerates have
also evinced interest in ex-
ploring business oppor-
tunities and expansions in
northern parts of Karnata-
ka. “Initiatives are under
way to foster industrial de-
velopment in places like
Vijayapura, Hubballi-

oe

Initiatives are under way
to foster industrial
development in
Vijayapura,
Hubballi-Dharwad,
Belagavi, and other
places beyond
Bengaluru.

M.B. PATIL

Minister of Large and Medium

Industries and Infrastructure
Development

Dharwad, Belagavi, and
others beyond Bengalu-
ru,” he added.

Mr. Patil further said
Kochi-based Lulu would
invest T300 crore to set up
anew food processing unit
in Vijayapura and invest
further in expanding its
existing unit in Kalaburagi.
Bareilly-based BL Agro
would establish a fully

equipped food processing
plant in Vijayapura. This
plant would play a pivotal
role in procuring, grading,
sorting, and packaging lo-
cal food products for dom-
estic and global custom-
ers, he added.

According to Mr. Patil,
the overall investment out-
lay includes another
23,000 crore from various
enterprises mostly fo-
cused on smart city infras-
tructure, renewable ener-
gy solutions, data centers,
and related sectors. In ad-
dition to these, AB InBev, a
brewing company from
Belgium, showed intent to
invest ¥400 crore to ex-
pand its existing brewery
in Mysuru. The company
also has a Global Capabili-
ty Centre at Whitefield
with 5,000 people focused
on digital capabilities , Big
Data, Al and global supply
chain expertise.

Secondary deals show 80% drop in 2023, Fintech
emerges the winner: PrivateCircle Research

The study by the Bengaluru-based market intelligence firm also showed a 62% year-on-year drop in startup funding in 2023

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

intech saw the
F highest number of
secondary
transactions in both 2023
and 2022, according to the
Indian Start-ups Deal
Report-2023 by
Bengaluru-based market
intelligence technology
company PrivateCircle.

A secondary round
takes place when an
existing shareholder sells
their shares to a third
party.

Besides Fintech, SaaS
(software as a service) also
saw a high frequency of
secondary deals in 2023
and 2022.

During the peak 2021
funding peak, e-commerce
saw the highest number of
secondary deals followed
by Fintech, and Media &
Entertainment among
others.

Commenting on the
findings, Dr. Murali
Loganathan, Director of
Research, PrivateCircle

by Fintech, and Media & Entertainment among others. GETTY IMAGES

said, “We can see fintech
coming up in all three
years, showing the sector’s
ability to provide exits to
investors. Saas is also
common in both 2022 and
2023 showing the sector’s
resilience in providing
exits to investors.”

The analysis was done

by tracking 252 secondary
deals at 117 start-ups
valued at $500 million or

above in the last three
years.

According to the study,
in 2023 the startups saw
an 80 per cent drop in the
number of secondary
deals compared to the
previous year. The
research firm tracked 13
secondary rounds across
the 117 startups in 2023.
The numbers were 84 and
155 in the years 2022 and

Source: The Hindu, p.9, Jan 25, 2024

During the peak 2021 funding peak, e-commerce saw the highest number of secondary deals followed

2021 respectively.

Primary funding
dropped 62%

The study also showed a
62% year-on-year (YOY)
drop in start-up funding in
2023.

About 367,000 crores
was raised in start-up
funding in 2023 as
compared to around
180,000 crores in 2022

27

and ¥242,000 crores
raised in 2021 which was a
peak year in Indian
startup ecosystem.

The year 2023
witnessed a six-year low
for the start-up ecosystem,
as the funding numbers
dropped below that of
2018.

There was a similar YOY
drop of 72% in 2023 deal
counts as compared to
previous years. Primary
funding rounds stood at
1,444 deals in 2023 as
compared to 5000 odd
deals in 2022.

Secondary and debt
funding rounds were
omitted for the analysis on
primary rounds and only
Indian companies have
been considered, said a
release from PrivateCircle.

“Even though funding
rounds have slowed down,
venture capital funds are
sitting on ample dry
powder. Funds usually
have a 10-year cycle for
investments, and they can
only raise capital in the
first three. Given that the

cautious approach of
investors has now
continued for almost two
years, we expect to see VC
activity pick up pace later
this year,” Dr. Loganathan
said.

Lenskart raised biggest
round

Mega $100 mn deals were
definitely hard to come by
in 2023 and so was the
emergence of new
unicorns. But the
companies with strong
business fundamentals did
manage to raise big
funding rounds, said the
report.

Lenskart raised the
biggest funding round of
$500 million from Abu
Dhabi Investment
Authority. This was
followed by the likes of
DMI Finance, PhonePe,
CleanMax, Udaan, and
others.

The $600 million
fundraise of Flipkart was
excluded from the study
as the round was led by its
parent entity Walmart.

Back to Contents
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Govt plans to use Al tools for
tracking toilet hygiene in schools

Inspired by success of

AndhraPradesh model

RASHMI BELUR
BENGALURU, DHNS

of lack of cleanliness in
school toilets, the Depart-
mentofSchool Educationand
Literacy is planning to use an
Al-powered tool.
Inspired by the successful
model implemented in neigh-
bouring Andhra Pradesh, the

In abid to address the issue

officials of the department
have proposed theidea during
a recent meeting chaired
by School Education and Lit-
eracy Minister Madhu Bang-
arappa.

According to officials, the
Andhra Pradesh model was
demonstrated during the
meeting of chief secretaries of
allstates chaired by the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Frequent complaints

“Wearegetting frequentcom-
plaints about lack of hygiene
and cleanliness at the public
schools despite there being
funds earmarked for cleaning
and monitoring of toilets. We
felt the AT tool implemented
at our neighboring state was

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3C, Jan 20, 2024
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helpful in ensuring hygiene in
schools,” said a senior official
of the department.

According to the officials,
the tool will help keep awatch
on the condition of the toilets.
“There is no privacy threat.
Thetoolwillworkbased onthe
mobile application,” official
explained. Asitis not possible
to ensure cleanliness through
physical inspection of all the
schools, the Al tool will be a
better option.

How does it work?

In the first hour of the day a
teacher of the school will be
asked to click a photograph
of the toilets and upload the
same on the app installed in

their mobile phones.

The application will com-
pare it with the already
stored photograph of a model
(cleaned) toilet and if it does
notmatch, itwillsendamemo
tothe head teacher.

Following the memo the
teacher will have to take the
responsibility and ensure the
toilet is clean and upload the
latest photograph.

The teachers cannot
cheat as the app will be loca-
tion-based and itwill track the
locationand real timings of the
school.

As the tool is app-based, it
can be monitored even at the
level of the Commissioner of
the department.
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State govt. constitutes monitoring
committee to start 500 public schools

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka government has
ordered the opening of
500 Karnataka Public
Schools (KPS) in the first
phase through the private-
public partnership (PPP)
model from the Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
fund of various companies
and non-government or-
ganisations (NGO) and
knowledge partners across
the State for the next aca-

demic year.
It also constituted a
monitoring committee

headed by Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar,
which will include the Mi-

nister of the Department of
School Education and Lite-
racy, the Minister of the Re-
venue Department, the
Higher Education Minister
among five other minis-
ters, and the Additional
Chief Secretary of the go-
vernment as members.

The task of this commit-
tee is to oversee the proper
implementation of the KPS
project, preparation of gui-
delines for the single win-
dow monitoring system, fi-
nancial issues, regulation
of project phases and non-
compliance, engagement
with potential partners
and others.

Along with this, the go-
vernment has also formed

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Jan 26, 2024
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a seven-member executive
committee for the KPS
headed by the Additional
Chief Secretary of the go-
vernment. These commit-
tees have been given the
power to formulate poli-
cies and guidelines for suc-
cessful implementation of
the KPS scheme.

“Five hundred schools
with maximum enrollment
in the State should be iden-
tified as Centres of Excel-
lence. Such schools should
be named as KPS and esta-
blished at the taluk centre
and hobli level. These
schools should be identi-
fied in future to include
Pre-primary to Pre-Univer-
sity,” the order said.

To attract children to-
wards government
schools, the government
has decided to upgrade
2,000 schools as KPS, par-
ticularly in rural areas and
one school per three gram
panchayats across the state
in three years.

The government also
plans to collect around
32,500 crore of CSR fund
for the schools’ develop-
ment from corporate com-
panies and NGOs. It has
been decided to encourage
teachers in private schools
teaching central curricu-
lum to volunteer to serve
in government schools and
to co-opt as additional
guest teachers.



DSEL submits proposal to increase
remuneration of guest faculty
in schools and PU colleges

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

The Department of School
Education and Literacy
(DSEL) has decided to re-
vise the remuneration of
guest faculty in govern-
ment schools and pre-un-
iversity colleges by up to
15,000 per month.

The department has
proposed increasing re-
muneration by 12,000 per
month for guest faculty in
primary and high schools,
and by 15,000 for PU col-
lege guest lecturers. As of
now, these guest faculty
get 10,000 in schools, and
12,000 in colleges.

“We have submitted a
proposal to the govern-
ment to revise the remun-
eration for guest faculty in
schools and PU colleges up
to %15,000. The Finance
Department is examining
the proposal,” said Ritesh
Kumar Singh, Principal Se-
cretary of DSEL.

Around 40,000 guest fa-
culty work in primary, high
school, and PU colleges
across Karnataka. They are

Around 40,000 guest faculty work in primary and high schools and
PU colleges across Karnataka. FILE PHOTO

not happy with the depart-
ment’s decision and are
demanding facilities, in-
cluding lump sum amount
and health insurance, that
were announced for guest
faculty of government first
grade colleges.

After a 45-day-long prot-
est by guest faculty of go-
vernment first grade col-
leges across Karnataka for
various demands, includ-
ing confirmation of servic-
es, in December 2023, the
Chief Minister promised to
increase their remunera-
tion up to I8,000 per
month on the basis of work
experience. Along with
this, financial benefits like
5 lakh lump sum, health
insurance up to I5 lakh

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Jan 26, 2024

(with conditions), one
leave per month, were also
promised.

A government higher
primary school guest facul-
ty told The Hindu, “I am a
B.A. B.Ed graduate and
have been working for
eight years as guest faculty.
Around 250 children are
enrolled in our school. We
work eight hours every
day, but the department is
paying us only T10,000 per
month for one year. Ear-
lier, it was 8,000 per
month. T have a family. The
prices of all things are go-
ing up every day, but not
our remuneration. We re-
quest the government to
increase the remuneration
and provide other benefits

30

too,” she demanded.

Another guest faculty
said, “I work in the school
which is located in a re-
mote area. We don’t have
proper transport. The dai-
ly commute is very diffi-
cult. The remuneration is
not enough to cover my
travel expenses and also
taking care of my family.”

Ningegowda A.H., presi-
dent, Karnataka State PU
College Lecturers’ Associa-
tion, said, “The guest facul-
ty of schools and PU colleg-
es are not organised, and
never organised a protest
against the government in
any manner for any de-
mand. We welcome the de-
cision of the DSEL to in-
crease remuneration. But,
we are demanding that the
remuneration be increased
up to T20,000. Along with
this, we want health insu-
rance, retirement benefit
and 5% grace marks in
teachers’ recruitment. The
government should an-
nounce this in the coming
State budget. I will submit
a proposal to the depart-
ment in this regard.”
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Review of mining leases cleared under
‘diluted’ rules comes to halt

Term of state-level expert

panel expired last Nov

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

tatimethestate-level ex-

pert committee (SEAC)

as ceased to exist, time

is running out for more than

1,500 quarries and sand min-

ingleases whose environment

clearances need to be reap-

praised by April to continue
operations.

The environment clearanc-
es granted for leases by the
district-level environment im-
pactauthorities between Janu-
ary15,2016,and September13,

2018, havetobereappraised by
theexpertcommittee inview of
anorder by the National Green
Tribunal (NGT).

Hearing a petition against
the “dilution” of Environment
Impact Assessment Rules
throughamendmentsmade by
the Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change
(MoEF&CC), the NGT had in
2018 observed that the chang-
es were in violation of the Su-
preme Court’sdirections.

The “dilution” included do-
ing away with public hearing,
environment impact assess-

The environment clearances granted for leases by thedistrict-
level environmentimpact authorities between January 15,
2016 and September 13, 2018 have to bereappraised by

mentstudiesand environment
management plan for leases
for areas up to 25 hectare.
TheNGT directed that clear-
ancesissued for all leases with
less than 5 hectares of area
need to be reappraised by the

the expert committee in view of anorder
by the National Green Tribunal. o FILE PHOTO

SEAC, and fresh leases have
to be issued by state-level au-
thorities.

Environment impact as-
sessment and management
plan was made mandatory for
clusters of leases with over 5

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Jan 22, 2024

hectarearea.

The NGT noted that mining
leases granted with the “dilut-
ed” rules are still continuing
even after the 2018 order and
asked the MoEF to get leases
issued across the country re-
appraised by the SEAC. Last
year, the MoEF issued a mem-
orandum to all the states stat-
ing that reappraisals shall be
completed by April.

However, the term of the
SEAC, set up by the previous
BJPgovernment,ended onNo-
vember 19, 2023. “In Karnata-
ka over 1,500 leases issued by
the district authorities need to
be reappraised. However, the
term of the SEAC has ended.
Since then, the reappraisal
work has stopped. Those with
mining leases have time till
March 31following which they
will have to shutoperationstill
getting the clearances,” sourc-

essaid.

The source said the dilution
oftherulesbythe MoEF means
the many district authorities
had laid down conditions nec-
essary to preventairand water
pollution. “I’s notthatmere is-
suingofconditionswill prevent
environment pollution. How-
ever, issuing clearances with-
out necessary conditions will
make it difficult to act against
violators. The dilution of the
conditions has led to unneces-
sary confusion and burden of
work,”the source added.

The MoEF hasdirected that
the clearances issued over the
last two years should be up-
loaded on its portal and the
committee should use data
analyticsand GISmaps during
reappraisal.The work requires
technical expertsinthe SEAC,
whichisdominated by political
appointees.

KSPCB officials under scrutiny for
failing to act against polluting industries

About 70 of them on the radar
for various violations

BENGALURU, DHNS

orest and Environ-

ment Minister Eshwar

B Khandre has direct-
ed initiation of cases against
officials of the Karnataka
State Pollution Control
Board (KSPCB) for failing
to act against polluting
industries.

While the KSPCB has act-
ed against 172 industries, 30
of whicharedyeing unitsand
12 are tyre pyrolysis, a plas-
tic recycling unit also faced
legal issues after a Central
Pollution Control Board
audit found a fake recycling

v

certificate when the plant
was not operational. In all,
about 70 industries are at
therisk of closure for various
violations.

At a review meeting on
Sunday, Khandre took KSP-
CB officials to task. “Book
criminal cases against pol-
luting industries as well as
regional officers who have
failed to act against them,”
he told the board, asking for
stringent checks on pollut-
ers.

Deadline
Noting that the Nation-
al Green Tribunal (NGT)

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) deadline to set up sewage
treatment plants to stop sewage from entering Bellandur and
Varthur (in pic) lakes will expire in December. oH FILE PHOTO

ESHWAR KHANDRE
Forest minister

‘ Book criminal cases

against polluting in-
dustries as well as regional
officers who have failed to
act against them.

deadline to set up sewage

treatment plants to stop
sewage from entering Bel-
landur and Varthur lakes
will expire in December,
Khandre directed officials
to take action after consulta-
tions with the departments
concerned.

He said there are com-
plaints against some indus-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Jan 23, 2024
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‘Collect Rs 286-cr penalty
from apartments’

Forest Minister Eshwar  a monopolyand are
Khandre asked officials ~ harassing hospitals. Of-
toimmediately collecta  ficials should also check
penalty of Rs 286 crore whether the collection,
from apartments for transportation and dis-
violating envir posal of medical waste
rules, including lack of is done as per the rules,”
adequate STPs, which Khandre said.
had led to flow of sewage Disappointed over
into the drains. delays in the KSPCB

He also wanted the approval for new
KSPCB to ensure there  industries, the minister
isno poly in the d officials to decide
processing of medical on applications for new
waste. “Some compa- industries pending for
nies have blished six hs to one year.

tries over dumping hazard-
ous effluents into borewells,
urging officials to look into
the matter.

Groundwater in such

areas must be constantly
checked to ensure there is
no compromise on com-
munity health, the minister
said.



Mining restoration funds:
Nodal agency officials
face uphill task

Under pressure
toinclude villages not
affected by mining

v

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

mplementing the Supreme Court’s
Idirections in restoring the areas
affected by mining has become a
herculean task for Karnataka Mining
Environment Restoration Corpora-
tion (KMERC) as the officials of the
nodal body are spending a major part
oftheir dayresisting political pressure
toinclude areas unaffected.
The KMERC was set up following
an order by apex court to

Sira MLA T B Jayachandra, PWD
minister Satish Jarakiholi, Hagari-
bommanahalli MLA Nemiraj Naik
and Chikkanayakanahalli MLA Suresh
BaabuCBhaverequested the KMERC
to take up works.

PWD minister Satish Jarakiholien-
dorsed a request by Sindhanur MLA
(Raichur district) for allocation of Rs
23 crore for constructing a proposed
bridge near Nittur, which isunaffected
by mining operations.

Inhisletter, Jayachandra stated that
Sirataluk,adjacent to Gubbi and Chik-
kanayakanahalli, hasbeen “verymuch
affected due to the heavy movement of
trucks causing huge damage to roads
in the area.” Further he noted that a
steel company has soughtrepair of the
road to facilitate expansion.

While Naikmadeasimilar claim and
sought repair of the roads

restore villages in Ballari,
Vijayanagar, Chitradurga |_
and Tumakuru districts &8
which were hit by the lar-

gescale mining operations, §
many of which provedtobe [
illegal. 2

The KMERC has about [Zes
Rs 25,000 crore funds
which are strictly meant for rehabili-
tation of 466 villages that are part of
the Comprehensive Environment Plan
for Mining Impact Zone (CEPMIZ).
Following concerns over diversion of
funds for development works thatwere
not related to mining-affected areas,
the Supreme Court appointed Justice
(retd) BSudarshan Reddy as oversight
authorityin 2022.

KMERC sources said officials were
facing pressure from different quar-
ters to include villages and taluks that
had not been affected by mining. Doc-
uments showed that over the last few
months, representations have been
received by ministers, legislators and
other representatives seeking inclu-
sion of newvillages.

in Hagaribommanahalli
hobli, the Cauvery Neera-
vari Nigama Limited has
written to KMERC re-
== questing fund for ongoing
g7a={ works to fill 22 lakes/tanks
W7 m» in Chikkanayakanahalli.
=8  An official said that in-
clusion of any such work
willnotonlyviolate the CEC guidelines
but may lead to contempt of the high-
estcourt. “Transportation of minerals
and ore has led to damage of roads in
northern and even coastal Karnataka.
The oversight authority has rejected
several requests by pointing to the
courtorders,”he explained.

The number of villages were in-
creased from 286 to 466 after the over-
sight authority reviewed the mining
affected areas. “Thevillageshave been
finalised after acomprehensive review.
Any addition of villages or modifica-
tion of works needs to be approved by
the apex court. However, we are still
spending time convincing the lead-
ers about the rules set by the court,”
asource said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, Jan 24, 2024
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Declare quantum of waste
generation, BSWML tells
bulk generators

This is the first step towards collecting user fees from them for processing waste. Those who

produce 100 tonnes of waste or have 5000 sq. m of area, fall in the bulk waste generator category

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he Bengaluru Solid
T Waste Management

Limited (BSWML)
has instructed bulk waste
generators to submit an af-
fidavit providing details
about the quantum of
waste generation and mea-
surement of areas in
which the waste is generat-
ed. This is the first step to-
wards collecting user fees
from them for processing
the waste.

According to  the
solid waste manage-
ment rules, those who pro-
duce 100 tonnes of waste
or have 5,000 sq. m of
area, fall in the category of
bulk waste generators. Ear-
lier, these waste generators
were handing over the
waste to empanelled agen-
cies, who in turn pro-
cessed the waste. The
agencies were collecting
money from commercial
waste generators, institu-
tional waste generators,
and bulk waste generators.

However, sources in the

BBMP say these empa-
nelled agencies were not
processing the waste but
were dumping the same in
BBMP trucks. This is one of
the key reasons why Ben-
galuru has several black
spots, they alleged.

A BBMP official said
within 30 days from Thurs-
day, the waste generators

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Jan 26, 2024
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have to download the e-
stamp paper on
www.bbmp.gov.in and fill
in the required details. The
form should be sent to the
Chief General Manager and
Chief Engineer, BSWML,
#30/1, 1st floor, UNI Build-
ing, Thimmaiah Road, Mill-
ers Tank Bund Road, Va-
sant Nagar, Bengaluru. If

BSWML plans to directly start collecting bulk waste from registered waste generators and process it.
FILE PHOTO

anyone fails to adhere to
this direction, a fine will be
levied.

After this, the BSWML
will directly start collecting
bulk waste from these gen-
erators and will process it
on their own. For this, the
BSWML will be collecting
user fees from the waste
generators.

Back to Contents




Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

Cancer mortality in Karnataka
has seen a steady rise in the last
four years. According to data
from the Hospital Based Can-
cer Registry (HBCR) at the
State-run Kidwai Memorial In-
stitute of Oncology, deaths re-
corded in the facility have in-
creased from 633 in 2020 to
1,015 in 2023, a rise of over
60%.

Doctors, who said the in-
crease in mortality is the trend
observed nationally and global-
ly, attributed it to late presen-
tation. While the outcome of
treatment is better with early
diagnosis and intervention, it is
unfortunate that more than
60% of the patients come when
the disease has progressed to
an advanced stage, doctors
said. According to data, the rise
in deaths is proportionate to
the increasing number of new
patients and follow-up registra-
tions. While the number of
new patients increased from
13,973 in 2020 to 21,608 in
2023, the follow-up registra-
tions rose from 2.43 lakh in
2020 to 3.68 lakh in 2023.

Kidwai director V. Lokesh
told The Hindu that of the 13.9
lakh cancer cases newly diag-
nosed every year in the coun-

Health

Cancer mortality sees over 60% rise
in last four years in Kidwai hospital

Kidwai Memorial Institute of Oncology
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try, about 87,000 cases are esti-
mated to be from Karnataka. At
any point in time, there are
more than 37.5 lakh cancer cas-
es observed in India and about
2.3 lakh cases of these are in
Karnataka, he said.

Terminal stages
“Over 60% of patients present
with an advanced stage cancer
at our institute. Apart from the
rising incidence, patients treat-
ed in other hospitals also come
to us in terminal stages. More-
over, previously treated ad-
vanced and metastatic cancer
patients seek care at Kidwai
due to the availability of pallia-
tive care. The increasing mor-
tality is due to all these factors.
We have noticed that the high-
est mortality is in the 35 to 64
age group,” he said.

“Early diagnosis improves
cancer outcomes by providing
care at the earliest possible

Source: The Hindu, p. 5, Jan 20, 2024

stage. We had 289 distant me-
tastasis (in an advanced stage)
cases in 2022 while 251 and 160
such patients were seen in 2021
and 2019, respectively. The
number for 2023 is not yet
available,” Dr. Lokesh said.

According to the data fur-
nished in the Lok Sabha ses-
sion in July last year, Karnataka
is witnessing a steady rise in
new cases and mortality since
2020. “In 2020, as many as
47,113 deaths were reported in
Karnataka, which increased to
48,290 in 2021, and 49,516 in
2022. Karnataka stands second
highest among the southern
States after Tamil Nadu in can-
cer cases and mortality,” stated
the Lok Sabha reply.

Leading cancer sites

In India, while the leading can-
cers among males are lung,
oral cavity, stomach, colorec-
tum, and oesophagus, in fe-

males cancers of the breast,
cervix, ovary, and oral cavity
are in leading position.

In Bengaluru, the predomi-
nant cancers seen in males are
lung, stomach, prostate and
oesophagus while breast, cer-
vix, ovarian, and corpus uteri
are leading cancers sites in fe-
males. According to the Popu-
lation Based Cancer Registry
(PBCR), an average of 1% in-
crease in cancer cases is re-
corded annually in both males
and females in Karnataka.

“A similar trend is observed
in other metropolitan cities in
India. While cancers of the
prostate, colon, liver, brain,
tongue, lung, lymphoma,
mouth, oesophagus, and sto-
mach cancers are increasing
significantly in males, corpus
uteri, lung, breast, colon, ov-
ary, thyroid, and stomach can-
cers are significantly increasing
in females,” Dr. Lokesh said.

Health experts suggest strengthening ICUs, mother and
child care, increasing budgetary grants for general hospitals

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Strengthening of intensive care
units (ICUs) and mother and
child care in rural government
hospitals, allocation of addi-
tional budgetary grants for go-
vernment general hospitals,
and use of artificial intelligence

(Al) and telemedicine in hospi-
tals that lack expertise. These
are some of the key suggestions
made by health experts and
top doctors at a meeting con-
vened on Friday by Health Mi-
nister Dinesh Gundu Rao.

The meeting was convened
to gather suggestions on Karna-
taka’s initiatives towards im-

Source: The Hindu, p. 5, Jan 20, 2024

proving the public healthcare
system, ahead of the State Bud-
get to be presented next
month. A pre-Budget meeting
on health is scheduled to be
held with Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah on Saturday.

With most of the partici-
pants expressing the need to
strengthen ICUs in government

hospitals, the Minister said
while there is no shortage of
ICU beds in taluk and district
hospitals there is paucity of
manpower.

“ICU beds are not being pro-
vided in some hospitals due to
shortage of staff. We will work
out measures to set this right,”
he said.



Efficient public health system can be market
regulator for healthcare: C.N. Manjunath

He is retiring after a career of 35 years at the State-run Sri Jayadeva Institute of Cardiovascular Sciences and Research

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

n efficient public
Ahealth system pro-
viding quality pa-

tient care can be a market
regulator for healthcare in
the country, said C.N. Man-
junath, director of the
State-run SriJayadeva Insti-
tute of Cardiovascular
Sciences and Research.

Dr. Manjunath, who is
retiring this month-end af-
ter a career of 35 years at
Jayadeva, told The Hindu
that the rising healthcare
costs in private hospitals
can be checked only if pu-
blic hospitals are able to
provide quality and affor-
dable care. “This itself can
be a market regulator,” he
said.

The institute has record-
ed an overall growth of
500% and the bed strength
has increased from 330 in
2006 to over 2,000 beds
now (Bengaluru, Mysuru,
and Kalaburagi facilities
put together) exclusively
for cardiac care, offering
24 hours ICCU manage-
ment, interventions in car-
diology and cardiothoracic
surgery.

It is one of the largest
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C.N. Manjunath, director of Sri Jayadeva Institute of Cardiovascular
Sciences and Research. K. MURALI KUMAR

heart care centre in the
South East Asian Region
performing about 55,000
cardiac cathlab procedures
and 5,500 open heart sur-
geries annually. In the last
16 years, the institute has
overall done eight lakh
procedures and treated 75
lakh out patients.

Success story

“In my opinion, we cannot
deliver quality services
with just buildings and
equipment. We need to
create an excellent work-
ing atmosphere, nurture
talent and develop a cul-
ture of hard work and dis-
cipline among the work-
force. The biggest
challenge is to manage the

manpower because each
one has a different mind-
set,” said the doctor, who
was awarded Padma Shri
in 2007. He underlined the
importance of proper com-
munication with patients
by the first point of con-
tact, beginning with group
‘D’ workers.

“We introduced three
slogans - “Treatment first,
payment next’, ‘Life is
more important than the
file’, and ‘Humanity is
priority’ and have been fol-
lowing these slogans liter-
ally,” he said, chronicling
how Jayadeva was built asa
model facility.

With 120 cardiologists,
65 cardiothoracic surge-
ons, 48 cardiac anaesthe-

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Jan 25, 2024

tists, and six vascular sur-
geons who run its 18
cathlabs and 17 operation
theatres, the institute sees
nearly 1,700 walk-in pa-
tients every day and 80%
of them are below poverty
line.

Eyeball assessment
Asserting that poor fami-
lies with no BPL cards or
those who have lost the
cards should not be de-
prived of free treatment,
Dr. Manjunath said: “Rules
say a BPL card is a must for
free treatment. I raised the
issue in the governing
council in 2007 and got an
authorisation for the direc-
tor to identify the poor for
free treatment through an
eyeball assessment... My
assessment has only grown
stronger as I see poverty
and helplessness in their
eyes before I diagnose the
disease,” the doctor said.
Realising that a corpus
fund was important for
this, Dr. Manjunath re-
quested his employees to
donate a day’s salary be-
fore requesting help from
government and charitable
organisations. “With the
help of 45 charitable or-
ganisations, NGOs, and
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philanthropic bodies, we
managed to raise a corpus
fund of 150 crore and
have been providing free
treatment to the poor, who
cannot be covered under
the government health

schemes, through this
fund,” he explained.
This affordable and

high-quality cardiac care
model has been appreciat-
ed by IIM, Bengaluru, Lon-
don School of Economics,
Leadership School of Sin-
gapore, Yale University,
USA, and former U.S. presi-
dent Barack Obama.

Recently, 14 members of
the Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Health,
who visited the main Jaya-
deva institute to study the
implementation of the Ay-
ushman Bharat Arogya
Karnataka (AB-ATK)
scheme, were impressed
by the quality of services
provided to patients.

“The delegation, led by
Bhubaneshwar Kalita,
could not believe that the
institute is a State-run facil-
ity. In fact, they asked me
who the owner of the hos-
pital was and were
shocked to learn it is a go-
vernment hospital,” he
said.

Till date, Dr. Manjunath
has performed around
55,000 cardiac interven-
tions. He innovated a new
technique of balloon mitral
valvuloplasty (an interven-
tion to open up a thick-
ened heart valve) which is
now called ‘Manjunath’s
technique’. The left atrial
thrombus classification is
done according to a
scheme proposed by Man-
junath, called ‘Manjunath
classification’.

He has trained cardiolo-
gists from the US, France,
the UK., China and Viet-

nam in  valvuloplasty
procedures.
Asked what govern-

ments should do to make
quality and affordable
healthcare possible, he
said, “Non-interference in
the functioning of the terti-
ary and super-speciality
hospitals and moving from
construction of buildings
to creation of posts.”

Any incomplete pro-
ject? Dr. Manjunath said, “I
wish the 371-bed hospital
complex on the new Jaya-
deva campus at Kalaburagi
which is likely to be com-
pleted in three months
should have been commis-
sioned during my tenure.”



Collaborative study looks at using
naturally occurring substances for
preventing, managing COVID-19

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A collaborative project bet-
ween Unilever Ltd., Insti-
tute for Stem Cell Science
and Regenerative Medicine
(inStem), and National
Centre for Biological
Sciences (NCBS) have un-
covered new insights on
SARS-CoV-2, which will as-
sist in addressing emerging
virus  variants  more
effectively.

Different approach
inStem said that with the
goal of expanding the arse-
nal to combat COVID-19, a
team of scientists decided
to take a different ap-
proach to combat the
virus.

It said that instead of tar-
geting the virus’s proteins,
this team focused on tack-
ling the membrane that
forms the outer covering of
the virus with natural sub-
stances the human body al-
ready produces.

“These substances are
called antimicrobial pep-

tides (AMPs), and over the
years, different AMPs have
shown the ability to kill a
wide range of microbes
such as bacteria, viruses,
and fungi. The membranes
that form the outer shell of
the virus are composed of
lipids and fats, and disrupt-
ing this coating can inactiv-
ate the virus,” said inStem.

It added that the re-
searchers also found that
people with higher levels
of a particular AMP called
cathelicidin (also known as
LL37), that is naturally pre-
sent in our body, tended to

have milder COVID-19
symptoms.
Boosting levels of AMPs

This observation suggests
that boosting the levels of
AMPs can be a powerful
method to prevent infec-
tions from SARS-CoV-2 and
limit the spread of the vi-
rus in people who are al-
ready infected.

“This is breakthrough
research that asks the
question, how do we use
such materials in our eve-

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Jan 25, 2024
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ryday use products like
soaps, handwashes, sani-
tizers, and lotions to natu-
rally release and boost our
skin’s AMPs? This will pro-
vide tremendous accessi-
bility of the body’s own
natural protection in pre-
venting transmission of in-
fection and it can go hand
in hand with other inter-
ventions like vaccination
programs to further en-
hance the level of protec-
tion,” said Vibhav Sanzgiri,
executive director of R&D
at Hindustan Unilever
Limited.

The team also disco-
vered that LL37°s antiviral
power can be boosted with
niacinamide, commonly
known as vitamin B3.

In short, the scientists
have invented a formula-
tion for preventing and
managing COVID-19 using
naturally occurring sub-
stances.

This formulation can be
used in the future in diffe-
rent products, where virus
protection needs to be deli-
vered.

Back to Contents




Activists call
for concerted
collective effort

R A

BENGALURU, DHNS

ith the National Girl

Child Day fast ap-

proachingon January

24, concerns over their safety

are growing amid escalating
violence against them.

The latest National Crime

Records Bureau (NCRB) data

Gender

Half the girls enrolling at the elementary level either drop out
or discontinue studying, as per the CRY report. bH FILE PHOTO

available for 2022 reveals minorgirlshavebeenreported
that 55 girls have been killed raped under the Prevention of
in Karnataka and over 2,300 Children from Sexual Offens-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Jan 20, 2024

es (POCSO) Act; 1,000 girls
have fallen victim to sexual
harassment.

On Friday, Child Rights and
You (CRY) in the city released
a status report analysing vari-
ous government data sources,
whichreveala 99%enrollment
ofgirl children atthe elementa-
ryschool level.

Butenrollmentatsecondary
and higher secondary levels
stand, respectively, at 67%and
44%, indicating that halfof the
girls enrolling at the elemen-
tary level either drop out or
discontinue studying.

Meanwhile, numbers from
National Family Health Sur-

vey-5 (NFHS-5) for 2019-21
show 21% of women have been
married before their 18th year
and over 50%, betweenages 15
and19,in the state are anemic.

JohnRoberts, CRY’s Region-
al Director for the South, said
girlchildreninthestate face se-
rious issues in education, pro-
tection, health, and nutrition.
“Despite proactive measures
by successive governments,
datashows aneed for collective
action,” he said.

The government’s role is vi-
talin prioritisinggirl child-cen-
tric policies, strategic resource
allocation, and ensuring effec-
tive policy and programme.

Gender ratio sees further improvement in final electoral roll 2024

The Hindu Bureau

The gender ratio of

from 991 to 997 while tran-

ders. While the total

BENGALURU

Women voters outnumber
men in at least 17 of the 28
parliamentary constituen-
cies in Karnataka, accord-
ing to the revised final elec-
toral roll 2024 published
on Monday.

Manoj Kumar Meena,
Chief Electoral Officer for
Karnataka, said there has

general electors rose
from 991 to 997
while transitioning
from the draft rolls
to final rolls of 2024

been a constant improve-
ment in the gender ratio
that has gone up from 958
(per 1,000 males) in the
2013 Assembly elections to

997 this year. The figure
was 960 in the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections, 963 in
2015, and 972 in the 2018
Assembly elections, 976 in
2019 Lok Sabha elections,
981 in summary revision of
2020, 983 in 2021, 984 in
2022 summary revision,
and 986 in the 2023 As-
sembly elections.

“The gender ratio of
general electors increased

sitioning from the draft
rolls to the final rolls of
2024. Furthermore, the
gender ratio of young elec-
tors witnessed an increase
from 818 to 856 during this
period,” he explained.
This time, the elector-
population (EP) ratio of
Karnataka (as per the final
roll 2024) is 69.74%, which
means of the total project-

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Jan 23, 2024

40

ed population (7.71 crore),
69.74% are electors, Mr.
Meena said.

EP ratio

“The primary focus was on
enhancing the health of
the electoral rolls, thereby
improving key indicators
during the house-to-house
survey and revision pe-
riod. During the following
periods, the EP ratio has

been consistently main-
tained,” he said.

The number of young
electors (18-19 years) has
increased from 6,45,491 in
the draft rolls published on
October 27, 2023, to
10,34,018 in the final rolls,
marking a significant rise
of 3,88,527 young electors.

The total young elec-
tors include 4,76,737 fe-
males and 120 transgen-

electors aged above 80
stands at 12,71,862, those
aged aged above 100 are
17,937.

Belagavi has the highest
number of young electors
at 1,02,706, and the high-
est number of electors
aged above 80 at 99,197,
while Mysuru has the high-
est number of electors
aged above 100 at 2,004.

Back to Contents




Governance

Water scarcity may
affect over 6,000
villages: Minister

‘Revenue dept will
initiate preventive
measures soon to
tackle water and
fodder shortage’

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

ith most parts of the
state staring at an
acutewatershortage,

the Revenue department will
initiate preventive measures
soon to tackle water and fod-
der shortage in the next two to
three months, Revenue Minis-
ter Krishna Byre Gowda said
on Friday.

Speaking to reporters after
a review meeting with the of-
ficials of the department, the
minister said, “The Revenue
department has completed
mapping of vulnerable pock-
ets in the state that could pos-
sibly face shortage of water. As
many as 6,097 villages could

face water shortage problems
if the present situation is not
handled properly. As part of
preventive measures, we have
completed identifying pri-
vate borewells in the affected
villages and already signed
an agreement with 2,404
private borewell owners and
talks are underway to rope in
the remaining owners,” he ex-
plained.

“The state government has
already invited tenders in 16
districts to maintain proper
supply of fodder and began dis-
tributing fodder seeds to farm-
ers,” he said adding that at the
moment only one or two pock-
ets of Chitradurga district are
facing fodder shortage.

Continuing his tirade on
the Union government over
delay in releasing relief funds,
the minister said the Centre is
sitting on drought relief pro-
posal submitted by the state
government four months ago.
“Assessment atthe official level
has been completed almost 4
months ago but the Centre is
yet to make up its mind to re-
lease funds,” he said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3C, Jan 20, 2024

41



Water from TB dam to be released for
downstream dists’ drinking needs

No water for second crop,

says Minister Tangadagi

BENGALURU, DHNS

annadaand Culture Min-
ister and Tungabhadra
rrigation Advisory
Committee (ICC) chairman
Shivaraj Tangadagi on Friday
said that the ICC meeting has
resolved to release water from
the TB reservoir to meet the
drinking water needs of the
downstream districts-Koppal,
Raichur, Vijayanagaraand Bal-
lari districts.
The undivided Raichur and
Ballari districts are reeling

under acute drinking water
shortage with the storage at
Tungabhadra reservoir hitting
rock bottom owing to below
par monsoon.

Tangadagi told reporters
following the ICC meeting that
thepresentstorage levelinthe
TBreservoir is at10.151 tmcft,
whichincludes dead storage of
2 tmcft. “Of this, the TB board
needs to release 2.851 tmcft
for Andhra Pradesh while the
state’sshareis 2.481 tmcft,” he
said. The meeting decided to
release 0.300 tmcft of water

The storage level in the Tungabhadrareservoir
stands at 10.151 tmcft as on Friday, which includes
dead storage of 2 tmcft. o+ PHOTO

through the Left Bank Canal
fromJanuary22toApril 30 (50
cusec per day) to Vijayanaga-
ra to meet the drinking water
needs. A further, 0.600 tmcft

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3D, Jan 20, 2024
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waterwill bereleased to Raich-
ur from February 15to 25.

For Ballari, 100 cusec of
water will be released once in
10 days to fill tanks and ponds

from January 21 to 31, the min-
isteradded.

The minister further said
that the state government
wouldn'tbereleasing water for
second crops. “We don’t have
enough to release for the sec-
ond crop. We need to manage
whateverwateravailablein the
damtill the next rainy season,”
Tangadagi said.

Meanwhile, expressing con-
cerns about scarcity of water
in Tungabhadra basin area,
Revenue Minister Krishna
Byre Gowdatold reporterssep-
arately that the water situation
in TB river basin area is scary
and it may face acute shortage
in the days to come as the stor-
age levelis low as compared to
lastyear’s.

“We need to use water judi-
ciously,” the revenue minister
added.



Bulk metering in residential
complexes keeps residents
away from Gruha Jyothi

Number of residents approaching Bescom asking for ways to convert to individual LT meters has increased

Jahnavi T. R.
BENGALURU

or years now, multiple
F builders in Bengaluru

have provided the occu-
pants of their residential com-
plexes private metering from a
single High Tension (HT) con-
nection from the Bangalore
Electricity Supply Company
(Bescom) instead of individual
Low Tension (LT) meters.
While some residents had op-
posed it from time to time, of
late, the number of residents
approaching Bescom asking
for ways to convert to LT has
increased, thanks to Gruha
Jyothi scheme.

Many builders opt for a sin-
gle HT connection to cut costs.
According to a Bescom official,
there are 850 such domestic
residential complexes in the
power utility’s limits. Most of
them are in Bengaluru. “In the
last year, residents of four or
five residential complexes have
come enquiring about conver-
sion to LT as they want to avail
of benefits of the Gruha Jyothi
scheme. Earlier, some resi-
dents used to come asking for
conversion as they did not
want to miss out on benefits
like solar rooftop installations,

- N J X
Many builders opt for a single HT connection to cut costs. According to a

Bescom official, there are 850 such domestic residential complexes in the

power utility’s limits. FILE PHOTO

now it is Gruha Jyothi,” the offi-
cial said.

Karthik (name changed on
request), a resident of an
apartment complex on Sarja-
pur Road, said Gruha Jyothi
was one among the many con-
cerns residents have due to the
HT arrangement. “Even upon
our insistence, the builder is
adamant that he will not let us
convert to individual LT me-
ters. We are worried that once
the RWA is formed and the
building is handed over, then

Source: The Hindu, p. 3, Jan 21, 2024
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any pending dues of the buil-
der (to Bescom) will have to be
borne by all the residents of
the building. They also use
separate software to generate
bills for our private meters and
if there is a bug in the software,
then it might result in some re-
sidents getting wrongfully
charged more,” he said.

Forced to pay more

According to the tariff struc-
ture of Bescom, LT consumers
are charged less than HT con-

sumers. But in such arrange-
ments, consumers are forced
to pay HT price for electricity.
“The LT and HT categories ex-
ist for specific purposes. Tech-
nically, each house should
come under LT, and it is not
right on the builders’ part to
have them in HT category. The
residents will miss out on the
prices and benefits of LT due to
this,” said Vikram Rai, general
secretary, Bangalore Apart-
ment Federation.

While many residents ex-
pressed doubts about the legal-
ity of providing electricity like
this, Bescom officials said that
bulk metering under HT was
allowed for residential com-
plexes. “If the residents want
to change it, they can convince
the builder and get into an
agreement with Bescom for LT
connection,” the official said.

The residents argued that
Bescom should not let builders
have this kind of arrangement
as many would not be aware of
the technicalities. “Unfortu-
nately for buyers, at the time of
purchasing a house, they only
know that they are getting elec-
tricity. But most of them are
not aware if it is LT or HT and
end up in such situations,” Mr.
Rai said.



Tribal hamlet in Mysuru
district gets power connection
75 years after Independence

R. Krishna Kumar
MYSURU

A tribal hamlet on the fringes of
Hediyala range of Bandipur Tig-
er Reserve, without electricity
for generations, recently got
connected to the power grid of
Chamundeshwari  Electricity
Supply Corporation (CESC).

Kothnalli Colony is under
Devarayashettypura Gram Pan-
chayat in Nanjangud taluk of
Mysuru district. It is inhabited
by 20 families belonging to Jenu
Kuruba community and the to-
tal population of the village is
70.

Given the geographical loca-
tion abutting the forest peri-
phery, these 20 families were
cut off from the mainstream and
lived in darkness all these de-
cades.

Intriguingly, villages close to
the hamlet had power connec-
tion but a portion of the tribal
hamlet of the Jenu Kuruba com-
munity at Kothnahalli Colony
was left out and it took 75 years
after Independence to ensure
power connection.

Central scheme

But the launch of Pradhan Man-
tri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha
Abhiyan or PM-JANMAN pro-
gramme targeted at Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG)
ensured that the village was co-
vered by the basic necessities,

- >
without power for decades.

including power supply, as stip-
ulated under the programme.

On January 10, the hamlet
was connected to the power
grid and the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs will reimburse the ex-
penditure incurred to the CESC,
said Prabha Urs, Deputy Direc-
tor, Karnataka State Tribal Re-
search Centre.

B. Arun Prabhu, Taluk Tribal
Welfare Officer who inspected
Kotnhalli Colony, said there are
about 40 houses split into two
hamlets and while 20 houses
had power supply, the extended
colony of another 20 houses
lacked power connection. “It is
strange that some of the houses

Source: The Hindu, p. 3, Jan 21, 2024
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An electricity meter being installed at Kotanahalli Colony ha

-~

mlet which was

close to the hamlet had power
while 20 households were left
out in an area about 1 km from
the tiger reserve boundary and
where human-animal conflict is
high,” said Mr. Prabhu.

In Karnataka, Jenu Kurubas
and Koragas are covered under
PM-JANMAN which is targeted at
the PVTGs and the Centre has
identified 75 such groups across
the country with an outlay of
324,104 crore. In Karnataka, the
population of PVTGs is pegged
at 65,678 as per the 2011 Census
and the PVTG communities are
spread across Mysuru, Chama-
rajanagar, Kodagu, Udupi, and
Dakshina Kannada.



State launches ‘Browse
Saf€’, a free tool to protect
citizens from cyber frauds

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka launched a se-
curity net initiative to safe-
guard people from all
kinds of cyber frauds. The
State’s Centre of Excel-
lence for Cyber Security in-
troduced ‘Browse Safe’, a
free-to-use online safety
service on Saturday to en-
sure digital safety for
citizens.

‘Browse Safe’ is a public
Domain Name System
(DNS), a first-of-its-kind in-
itiative in the country, to
protect individual and
household users of the In-
ternet from falling prey to
cyber attackers, said a
statement.

‘Browse Safe’ blocks
malicious websites as
its functionalities prevent
Internet traffic from ac-
cessing harmful websites,
including phishing sites,
malware or viruses, and
sites attempting to steal
personal information, ac-
cording to Priyank Kharge,
Minister for IT/BT, RDPR.

If a citizen receives an
SMS/WhatsApp message
or email that contains a
phishing link and you click
on the link, the ‘Browse
Safe’ solution will block

WS

Protection for you and your family

E SAFE~ o

RDPR Minister Priyank Kharge launching 'Browse Safe’ in Bengaluru

on Saturday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

If a citizen receives
an SMS/WhatsApp
message or email
that contains a
phishing link and
vou click on the link,
the ‘Browse Safe’
solution will block
the website

the website and protect
them from falling prey to
cyber attacks, he added.

‘Browse Safe’ also offers
provision to block adult
content to safeguard chil-
dren while exploring the
online sphere.

It is also a service that
keeps user privacy in
mind, and collects mini-

Source: The Hindu, p. 4, Jan 21, 2024
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mal user activity data,
strictly excluding any per-
sonal or private informa-
tion. Robust security mea-
sures are in place to
safeguard the collected da-
ta from unauthorised ac-
cess or misuse, according
to a statement released by
the department.

How to access
To block malicious web-
sites, use this DNS server:
139.5.190.47
To block malicious and
adult websites, use this
DNS server: 139.5.190.57
Users can also install the
Browse Safe app from Goo-
gle Playstore to configure
the DNS servers on their
Android device.



A ‘laptop anna’ helping students
from poor, marginalised segments

Nagesh Prabhu
BENGALURU

B.S. Shivanna, general se-
cretary of the Karnataka
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (KPCC), is called ‘lap-
top anna’ by several col-
lege students, thanks to his
efforts to bridge the digital
gap among students be-
longing to the poor and
marginalised sections by
distributing laptops for
free.

Mr. Shivanna, a native of
Bandur village in Malavalli
taluk of Mandya, has distri-
buted more than 300 lap-
tops to children of poura-
karmikas, street vendors,
daily wage earners, and so
on, studying in various
classes. According to the
government data, close to
40% of students have had
no access to any gadget in

Supporting them: KPCC general secretary B.S. Shivanna has so far
distributed more than 300 laptops to children of pourakarmikas,
street vendors, and daily wage earners. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the State, and this gap be-
came stark during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.
Shusheela Koraga, a
postgraduate student be-
longing to the Koraga (ST)
community, who is re-
searching on Jenu Kuruba
community in the Universi-
ty of Mysore, said the lap-
top donated by Mr. Shivan-
na had helped her in the
research work. Raghavesh

Source: The Hindu, p. 6, Jan 22, 2024

46

A.N., a resident of Maddur
now pursuing MSc in Vete-
rinary Science at IVRI at
Bareilly in Uttar Pradesh, is
another beneficiary. “My
parents are marginal farm-
ers. I was unable to buy a
laptop till my graduation,”
he said. He secured 16 gold
medals in BSc from Karna-
taka Veterinary, Animal
and Fisheries Sciences Un-
iversity, Bidar.

Also the president of Lo-
hia Vichara Vedike, Mr. Shi-
vanna, who holds engi-
neering and law degrees,
said, “I purchase laptops in
bulk and donate them to
deserving students who
are facing financial difficul-
ties but are good in stu-
dies.”

The Congress leader
said his intention is to mo-
tivate MPs, legislators, and
other rich leaders to come
forward and help students.

Mr. Shivanna organises
‘Pratibha Puraskara’ every
year in his home town and
gives cash awards to stu-
dents securing more than
85% marks in SSLC and
PUC. He has provided free
buses to 6,000 students of
Malavalli taluk. He also
conducts job fairs, the lat-
est one was held in Decem-
ber 2023 at Malavalli.



Lok Sabha polls: State has 5.38 crore
voters in revised final electoral rolls

Between the draft and final rolls of 2024, as many as 10,81,110 electors have been added and 6,72,457 deleted

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

s per the revised fi-
A nal electoral rolls
for 2024, published

on January 22, Karnataka
has 5.38 crore electors, in-
cluding 2.68 crore women
and 4,920 in the others
category.

Giving details about the
final rolls that were pu-
blished on Monday, Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO) Ma-
noj Kumar Meena told me-
diapersons that the total
number of electors has in-
creased by 4.08 lakh since
the publication of the draft
electoral rolls on October
27,2023.

The final electoral rolls
of 224 Assembly consti-
tuencies have been pu-
blished in the offices of the
Deputy Commissioners of
all District Electoral Regis-
tration officers, Assistant
Electoral Roll Registration
officers and all polling sta-
tions for the information of
the public.

“A total of 58,834 poll-
ing stations have been
identified. During rational-
isation, 845 polling sta-
tions were added and 293
were merged. Overall,
there is a net increase of
552 polling stations com-
pared to 2023 Assembly
elections,” he said.

During the revision, the
names of electors detected
under Photo Similar En-
tries, Demographically Si-
milar Entries, Dead, Shift-
ed, Absentee, have been
deleted for cleansing of the
electoral rolls. The total
number of voters (5.38
crore) published in the fi-
nal rolls is after these dele-
tions. This number in-
cludes 46,501 service
electors.

Among the 224 Assemb-
ly constituencies, Bengalu-
ru South has the highest

Manoj Kumar Meena, Chief Electoral Officer, with Additional Chief Electoral Officers R. Venkatesh Kumar

(left) and M. Kurma Rao (right), at a press conference in Bengaluru on Monday. K. MURALI KUMAR

Final electoral roll 2024 - General elections

Data as per final electoral
roll 2024

Total young electors [EVIS
NI 557161 476,737 120

Female Transgender

Total electors: 5,37,85,815,
st Rt b Total elctors
aged.anove aged above 100 17,937
S Male2,69,33,750, 12,71,862 -
including 44,900 service Y Male Physically-challenged
electors 5.68.435 7,075 electors: 5,62,890
[ e Female No. of sex workers
Female 2,68,47,145 Female
ey 10,862 lled: 1,00,834

? including 1,601 service 7,03,408 ’ STROUEGsRTS

electors Transgender Particularly vulnerable tribal

Others: 4,920 19 groups: 37,719

Gender ratio as per the final roll Difference between 2024 draft roll

997 and 2024 final roll
986 o
984 ° Additions: 10,81,110
976 9§1 9§3 it ° : L badt )

97.2 . Deletions : 6,72,457 (2,30,313 dead,
2,19,303 shifted, 94,781 absentee, 1,25,053
repeated, and 3,007 other reasons)

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Modifications: 4,72,263

number of voters at been deleted. People can  names in the electoral rolls

7,17,201. Sringeri in Chikka-
magaluru district has the
least number of voters at
1,67,556.

Mr. Meena said between
the draft and final rolls of
2024, as many as 10,81,110
electors have been added
and 6,72,457 electors have

use Form 6 for new regis-
tration, and Form 8 for ad-
dition, correction or dele-
tion of names in the
electoral rolls.

Register name
Eligible unregistered elec-
tors can still get their

Source: The Hindu, p. 6, Jan 23, 2024
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till 10 days before the last
day of filing nominations.
People can submit applica-
tions online using the Vo-
ters Service Portal (https://
voters.eci.gov.in), or the
Voter Helpline Mobile App
for inclusion of their name
in the rolls.

Eligible prospective
electors qualifying on Janu-
ary 4, 2024, July 1, 2024,
and October 1, 2024, can
also submit their applica-
tions in advance.

For any information re-
garding electoral rolls,
Electors Photo Identity
Cards (EPICs), and submis-
sion of applications, indivi-
duals may contact the res-
pective District Election
Officers, Electoral Registra-
tion Officers, Assistant
Electoral Registration Of-
ficers, and Booth Level Of-
ficers.

They can also call the

toll-free number 1950
(180042551950).
Pointing out that full EP-

IC coverage has been
achieved, the Chief Electo-
ral Officer said as many as
17,47,518 EPICs have been
delivered via speed post to
electors’ residences by No-
vember-end. Another
10,76,506 EPICs have been
generated and are current-
ly in the process of being
sent to electors.

“Eligible electors who
have not got the EPIC cards
can re-apply with correc-
tions, and the cards will be
generated within a fort-
night,” he said.

Vulnerable groups
A special drive has been
conducted to enroll partic-
ularly vulnerable tribal
groups in the districts of
Kodagu, Chamarajanagar,
Mysuru, Dakshina Kanna-
da, and Udupi. A total of
37,719 people (of the eligi-
ble 38,132) from the tribal
groups have been enrolled.
Likewise, of the total
6,18,496 eligible (above 18
years) physically chal-
lenged voters, 5,62,831
have been enrolled and
marked for facilities that
will be provided by the
commission on election
day.
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#5,387.8 kg «Rs 103 crore
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© Quantity of drugs seized (kg) ® Value of drugs seized (NumbersinRs)  [L{g]J

NARCOTIC DRUGS SEIZED IN 2023: TYPES, QUANTITY AND VALUE

© ¢ o0 ©

MDMA Ampetamine; Methaqualone  Ecstasy, Yaba tablets Opium LSD strips Charas Heroin Ganja oil
©55.228 o5252 084 -2.532 *11.966 ©3777 tablets #63.147 ©870 strips | #0.909 «0.219 «0.36
#48,02,39,000 ¢29,62,39,530 9,94,71,000 #2,85,09,000 #1,57,67,600 #84,84,000 #47,50,000 ¢11,90,000 ¢6,84,000 5,80,000

Drugmenaceisrampantalthough the police claimitis under control. Charges of collusion and corruption abound

Noendto B’luru’s battle with drugs

ANAND SINGH in many raids ahead of new year cele-  firmed that bribery had occurredand ~ NDPS CASES REGISTERED  most popular party drugs available  each drug, as per the central govern-
brations. MDMA worth Rs 2l crore  that some individuals tried to avoid AGAINST PEDDLERS inBengaluru, ment’s notification.
amesh (name changed) is a third-year ized in h Iangest filing ingmoney. Headd- (2019-2023) Selling, consuming and possessing
igi i i i ed that the police ¢ hould drugs are crimes under  Police’s approach
sityin He was i M Cases reported on peddlers the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic  Bengaluru City Police’s narcotics divi-
to marijuana while in school. Hehas  ed. Such ]xbs wcrc fnund in2016and  for payment, and appropriate 1mon Substances (NDPS) Act 1985‘ which  sion, Narcotics Control Bureau, Direc-
been taking the psychedelic drug for ~ 2021aswell. will be taken against them. 2019 I 295 regulates and controls activities re-  torateofRevenueIntelligence, Customs
recreational purposes foraroundthree The police say some locals are en- When inquired about the legal op- lating to narcotic drugs and psycho-  Department,and Central Bureauof In-
yearsnow. gaged in the production of synthetic ~tions ina situation where someoneis 2020 I ss0 tropic substances. The severity of the  vestigation mainly handle drug-related
During a trip to Gokarna, he was  drugs within their own homes, using ~ caught with drugs, the police official 2021 [l 696  punishmentdependsonthequantityof  crimes in the city. Despite many agen-
introduced to another “party drug” — smnll-scale setups. Ingredients for said thereisno esmpc‘:mdanF[Rwdl 2022 [ 579 drugsinvolved. cies, strict rules and increased drug
from  befiled againstthei The penalties for personal usage  seizuresover the years, the menacesstill
(MDMA), which he obtained from the over ~the-counter drugs and can be “However, the police now show 2023 P 677  in “small quantities™ are less severe  thrives.
sameindividual whosold himmarijua- ~ found in simple medicines like those ~ much more towards than for ABen- i ofdrugswill
nain thebeach town. used for treating colds. The police  drug users and aim to cut the sup- galuru-based lawyer says the intent  continue as long as there is a demand.
Today, “Marijuana is just a phone  are not responsible for checking bulk  ply chain by going after peddlers,” Number of arrests of possession of drugs also m'mers “Suppliers of these drugs come up with
call away,” says Ramesh, adding that  purchases of these medicationsbyin-  headded. “Ifitis for ~ale the i it
procuring other “heavier” drugs, like dividuals, 2019 I 514 typicallysevere” moduleisbusted,”saysacop.
MDMA, cocaine, etc., takes “a few  Cops say a significant amount of ~ Apeddler’s claims 2020 I 539 Sections 15 to 22in the NDPS Act  Canine squadsare dog units pressed
more days”. Many collegc students  drugs come from Andhra Pradesh  AdealerwhosellsMDMAandmarijua- 2021 IR derail specific offences and penalncs into action to dc(cc( cxplomc: and
fromacs their  and “Around 90-100  na told DH on conditions of anonymi- such as production, drugsand
andit  individuals from Nigeria and Ghana,  ty, “Thereis nochance that the police 2022 [N 977 possession, sale, purchase, tr..msport scenes.
mnbeprwumiquitemily. 100, have been deported back to their  donot know of itwhenevenacollege 5023 P o Ise, However, od syntl
Vijay (name changed), a marketing  nations for being involved in the drug  student can access these drugs easily. port inter-state, export int ate, hich emif
professional ina startup, came toBen-  trade in the city,”saysa cop. people in thi hooffera import into India, external dealings, an odour only when they are smoked,
galuruadecadeagoforhisBBA.“When commission to the police to keep their Drugs seized (in kg) and trans-shipment of narcotic drugs  may put the canines in a spot. The offi-

I came to the city, I did not know that
Bengaluru has a reputation for its pot
(marijuana) that grows in and around
the city. It is more potent than themr‘i-

Pay off to evade complaint?

Prakash (name changed), an engi-
neer, was misled into buying hashish
byapeddler when policeapprehended

climate,” hesays.

Over the years, police have busted
‘many cases of people growing ganja
at homes or on terraces. However, a
senior police officer claimed that Ben-
galuru and Karnataka don’t have any

business running. However, they are
alwaysvulnerablebecause theywill get
busted if there is a complaint against
them. The police is bound to take ac-

him. he tioniftheyare tipped off.”

wasanavid drug user. He claimed that law enforcement
Inastateofpanicandfear,hebegged  action is just an eyewash to ensure

hy ot tofile ch: ealso thatitis: the

paidaroundRs1lakhtoensurenocom-  criminal activity.

plaintwas filed. The dealer was initially a user only
Anotherprofessional, Kamal (name  but eventually got into selling drugs,

changed), Rsl5lakh  too, as the margin is lucrative. Many

the ganja that is brought into the sta

him. Hisphone

from affluent backgrounds enter this

is from Andhra Pradesh,
and Odisha.

wasseized,

least

profession b they can afford to

the peddler.
‘When asked about the aforemen-
incidents, a police officer con-

buylarger i itfurther

inprivileged circles.

5,387.85

4,228.44

3,705.57

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Value of drugs seized
Rs103cr

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Jan 20, 2024
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and psychotropic substances.

A Bengaluru-based lawyer said, “Al-
though the Act doesn't define “small
quantity”, the Central government

cial conceded that the dogs, as of now,
lack the necessary training to detect
odourlesssynthetic substances.

The focus of police has been on ped-
dlers, not for the last five

commercial quantity for each sched-

uleddrugintheNDPS Act.”
The Act i

ubstanc-

months.“Itistheintentionthatmatters.
lfapersonsd]sdmgs thereisnochance
thy, but we now

esinto thr hedules, with Sched-
ule I containing the most restrictive
substances. “For small amounts of
drugs (non-commercial

consider consumers as victims of drug
abuse and try to educate them while
unposmgfewerpunshmcmsundermc
law. However,a

the punishment is six months of im-
prisonmentand/orafineofRs10,000.
A person embroiled in such a case
should apply for bail first and fight
their case on facts and evidence,” says
another lawyer.

Repeat offenders can be held
without bail for up to a year and have
their assets attached. The punitive
_easures depend on the quantity of

FIRif caught,”saysa police official.

The police are seeking volunteers
among college students who can edu-
cate their peersinuniversitiesabout the
ill effects of drug usage. The approach
is remedial and not punitive, according



25% of cases registered in State,
10% in city relate to cybercrimes’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

With 25% of the total cases
registered across Karnata-
ka and 10% of the total
number of cases registered
in the city related to cyber-
crimes, the Director-Gen-
eral and Inspector-General
of Police, Alok Mohan, said
the focus would be given to
cybercrime cases this year.

Speaking after a review
meeting with senior offi-
cials here on Thursday,
Alok Mohan said consider-
ing the growing number of
cybercrimes and narcotics
cases, the department is
working towards capacity
building, augmentation of
resources, and training of
all police personnel to in-
vestigate cybercrime
cases.

The department is also

S

&

aiming for a narcotics-free
State and working towards
achieving the goal, he ad-
ded. “It’s a daily war waged
by the police against nar-
cotics, organised crime,
and anti-social elements.
There is no deadline set to
tackle this problem. The
police have been instruct-
ed to act immediately and
not allow any crime to
flourish,” he said.

Major concerns
Replying to a question

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Jan 26, 2024
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about the strength of the
police personnel, Alok Mo-
han said that the city has
around 20,000 police per-
sonnel for a city with a 1.2
crore population to main-
tain law and order. “It is
not about the number, but
the quality and efficiency
that matters,” he said, re-
ferring to a famous quote,
“You don’t win a war by
numbers.”

To tackle the growing
drug menace effectively,
additional posts of senior
police officials have been
created to supervise the in-
vestigations and take them
to a logical end. The CID is
also training police officials
on capacity building to en-
sure that all police officials
in the next six months
would be capable of inves-
tigating cybercrimes, he
added.

Back to Contents
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After HC rap, BBMP to increase public
toilet infrastructure by nearly half

The civic body has also invited tenders for renovation of 160 public toilets and operation and maintenance of 229 e-toilets

K.V. Aditya Bharadwaj
BENGALURU

apped by the High
RCourt of Karnataka
over ill-maintained

and inadequate public toi-
lets in Bengaluru, the Bru-
hat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP) is all set to
increase the public toilets
infrastructure in the city
by nearly half. It is amidst
various stages of tendering
for 375 new public toilets,
at an estimated total cost of
112 crore. This will take
the total number of public
toilets in the city to 1,160,
up from 785.

Not only that, the civic
body has also called for
tenders for renovation of
160 existing toilets and for
the Operations and Mainte-
nance (O&M) of 229 e-toi-
lets. “Many e-toilets have
become defunct. The new
O&M tender will revive all
the e-toilets. We have con-
ducted a survey of the ex-
isting public toilets and
identified 160 toilets that
need repair and renova-
tion, which will also be car-
ried out,” said Praveen Lin-
gaiah, Chief Engineer,
Solid Waste Management,
BBMP.

The move follows a a
survey by the Karnataka
State Legal Services Auth-

The BBMP will submit its action plan on improving public toilet infrastructure in the city to the High

Court on January 23 when a PIL petition will come up for hearing again. FILE PHOTO

ority, upon directions of
the High Court, which
found many public toilets
unusable, dirty and with-
out maintenance. The
court was unhappy with
the action-taken report
submitted by the BBMP on
these findings.

The BBMP will submit
this action plan to the High
Court on January 23, when
the public interest litiga-
tion petition filed by NGO
Letzkit Foundation, will
come up for hearing
again. The High Court had
also imposed a fine of 35
lakh on the State govern-
ment for not filing a res-
ponse on the matter, des-
pite specific directions by
it, in October 2023.

The BBMP has called
tenders to build 204 public
toilets and the last date to
submit bids is on January
3L

“We have identified
places where these toilets
have to come up based on
floating population, need
and availability of space.
Many of them are on foot-
paths and we have de-
signed these toilets to be
more compact. We have
four designs of varying siz-
es, depending on the space
available,” Mr. Lingaiah
said. Sources said that ma-
ny of these toilets are com-
ing up in the outer zones
where public toilets are
fewer.

The contractors will on-

Source: The Hindu, p. 4, Jan 20, 2024
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ly build these toilets, which
will be maintained by the
civic body itself. A decision
as to whether they will be
free or pay-and-use is yet to
be taken.

71 smart toilets
The civic body has begun
building 25 smart toilets at
a cost of around 16 crore,
in the first phase. A few of
these toilets that use sen-
sors in urinals, are odour-
less, dispense tissue pap-
ers and sanitary pads, are
already up and running
near Mysore Sandal Soap
factory, Silk Board, and be-
low the Summanahalli
flyover.

These toilets will be
built under the build, oper-

Toilets in Bengaluru

Existing
public toilets:
360 (160 to
be renovated
now)

E-toilets: 229 (mostly Community toilets: 15
defunct now; new

O&M tender called for Restrooms for

their revival)

pourakarmikas: 181

Total: 785

Proposed new toilets

Public

| Precast smart SHE toilets:
tplletS: 20@ toilets: 71 (347 100
(340 crore) crore) (325 crore)

Total: 375 (3112 crore)

This will take the total number of public toilets in the city to 1,160,
47% more than the existing infrastructure

ate, transfer (BOT) model
where the firm building
these toilets will also main-
tain them for five years.
The project is being ex-
panded to build another
46 smart toilets at an esti-
mated cost of 31 crore, in
the second phase.

100 SHE toilets
The civic budget for 2023-
24 included a proposal to
build 100 SHE toilets on a
public private partnership
(PPP) model. These toilets
were supposed to have res-
trooms and sanitary pad
vending machines apart
from other facilities.

The BBMP had pro-
posed to give the firms
building these toilets ad-

vertisement rights on their
walls. However, tenders
called for the same failed
twice.

“Private players are not
satisfied with the model.
They say advertisement
rights on the walls of the
toilets is insufficient to
make the investment via-
ble. They are demanding
rights for hoardings on the
roofs of these toilets. But
there is a hoarding ban. So
we are mulling on scrap-
ping the PPP model and for
the civic body to build
these toilets on our own.
From the SWM Depart-
ment, we have sought 325
crore to this end in the up-
coming civic budget,” a se-
nior official said.



‘Self-declaration policy for building plans
will cut red tape, but concerns will remain’

There will be lax regulation on building bylaw violations in the city if the proposed policy comes into force, many argue

Shreyas H.S.
BENGALURU

he proposed self-
Tdeclaration policy
for building plan

approval is anticipated to
provide much-needed res-
pite to citizens from red
tape and corruption. Ho-
wever, concerns have also
been raised about the po-
tential lack of oversight
and resultant building by-
law violations under the
proposed system.

At present, empa-
nelled architects or engi-
neers enrolled with the
Bruhat Bengaluru Maha-
nagara Palike (BBMP)
upload the plan online
for approval following
which the civic body
grants approval after con-
ducting site inspection,
analysing drawings, and
checking other required
documents. Although the
process is digital, most of

A

At present, it takes at least four to six months for a property owner
in Bengaluru to secure approval for a building plan. FILE PHOTO

the approvals are carried
out physically. “The soft-
ware the civic body uses at
present is substandard and
designing a better software
will cost nearly 30 crore,”
a civic official said.

It takes at least four to
six months for a property
owner to secure plan ap-
proval. On the other hand,
corruption in granting the
approval is rampant. De-

puty Chief Minister and
Bengaluru Development
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
has cited corruption and
delay as the reasons for
bringing a new self-decla-
ration system.

Trust and verification

According to an empa-
nelled architect who is in
the know of the proposed
system, in the new system,

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, Jan 21, 2024

architects have to self-de-
clare that the plan adheres
to building bylaws. This is
done online. Many are con-
fusing this with self-appro-
val. “I want to emphasise
that the architects are not
empowered to self-ap-
prove building plans. They
are only authorised to self-
declare the plan. After de-
claration, the Town Plan-
ning Department will ap-
prove the plan without a
site inspection. This is
termed trust and verifica-
tion. The BBMP approves
the plan trusting the archi-
tect,” he said. This may ap-
ply to sites measuring up
to 50x80 ft.

Citizens to benefit

The citizens who have to
bribe and wait for more
than six months can heave
asigh of relief. Without any
hassles, the architects/en-
gineers can smoothly clear
the approval. On the other
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hand, as soon as the plan is
self-declared, the owner
can commence the work
and need not have to wait
for the final approval from
the BBMP, said a BBMP offi-
cial. The property owners
have to hand over the re-
quired documents to the
architect and pay the fees
prescribed by them. This
will not only cut red tape
but also corruption, it is
hoped.

At present, the Self-As-
sessment Scheme (SAS) is
there for property tax on
the same trust and verify
model in the city. While it
has mostly been hassle-
free for citizens, Mr. Shiva-
kumar had himself recent-
ly said that the SAS for pro-
perty tax had led to people
under-declaring their as-
sets. A special drive to reas-
sess some of the properties
and issue tax demands
with penalty notices is un-
der way, leading to prot-

ests by property owners.

Many have raised con-
cerns that a similar scheme
for building plan approvals
may lead to more building
bylaw violations — which is
rampant and a big menace
in the city. As the civic bo-
dy’s onsite inspection will
not happen, deviations
from the plan are more
likely.

N.S. Mukunda of Benga-
luru Praja Vedike, one of
the early champions for
SAS in property tax and
one of the petitioners
against Akrama-Sakrama,
said in the present scena-
rio the proposed new sys-
tem would only likely lead
to misuse. The BBMP
would be approving the
submitted plan without in-
specting the property. This
would lead to revenue loss
for the civic body. The
BBMP at least should ran-
domly inspect sites for
plan approval process.



Green Line extension to
Madavara likely to be
operational around July

Construction of the fully elevated Green Line’s northern extension from Nagasandra, spanning

three km, commenced in 2017, but delays in land acquisition impeded its progress

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

amma Metro’s
Green Line exten-
sion from Nagasan-

dra to Madavara (formerly
Bangalore International
Exhibition Centre - BIEC)
line, on Tumakuru Road
might be operational
around July.

The construction of the
fully elevated Green Line’s
northern extension from
Nagasandra, spanning
three kilometres, com-
menced in 2017. Despite
being originally scheduled
for completion by
mid-2019, delays in land ac-
quisition impeded the pro-
gress, causing several mis-
sed deadlines set by
Bangalore Metro Rail Cor-
poration Limited (BMRCL).

BMRCL officials said
that the majority of the
work has been finished,
with only final touches re-
maining. “The track laying
is the only task remaining,
expected to take approxi-
mately two months, and
the line is anticipated to be
fully operational by this Ju-
ly,” official added.

“Following the comple-
tion of track laying and
other minor tasks related
to stations, the next steps
involve conducting trial
runs of trains and inspec-
tions by the Commissioner
of Metro Rail Safety,” the
official explained.

BMRCL officials say that the majority of the work has been finished, wit!

remaining. FILE PHOTO

BMRCL inaugurated the
southern extension of the
Green Line from Yelache-
nahalli to Silk Institute on
Kanakapura Road in Janu-
ary 2021.

Upon the operationali-
sation of the extended
stretch to BIEC, the total
length of the Green Line
will reach 33 km.

As of November 2023,
the BMRCL has completed
98.86% of civil works from
Manjunathnagar to BIEC.

Land acquisition

Land acquisition issues, es-
pecially the delay in ac-
quiring NICE land and the
pandemic, were cited as
reasons for the metro work

Source: The Hindu, p. 3, Jan 22, 2024
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delay on this stretch.

The matter has now
been resolved, and the
project is progressing
smoothly, said an official.

The elevated line span-
ning Nagasandra to Madav-
ara includes three stations:
Manjunathnagar, Chikka-
bidarakallu, and Madava-
ra.
This stretch serves as a
connection to the BIEC, a
prominent exhibition
centre in the city.

Residents of Manjunath-
anagar, Chikkabidarakallu,
Madavara, Tumakuru
Road, Anchepalya, and Jin-
dal Nagar have been wait-
ing the opening of this
stretch, as they currently

have to travel over five kilo-
metres to reach the Naga-
sandra metro station.

Ajay Kumar, a resident
of Madavara, said, “I work
in the Peenya Industrial
area, and if the metro
starts, it will be very conve-
nient for me to travel di-
rectly to Peenya. Currently,
I have to rely on buses or
my own two-wheeler to
reach Nagasandra to catch
the metro.”

Prasanth M., a resident
of Chikkabidarakallu, said,
“I travel to Jayanagar in the
metro from Nagasandra to
my office. If the metro can
finish the work by July, it
will benefit lakhs of com-
muters on the Green Line.”



KSRTC plans to give
Peenya terminal
a new lease of life

Corporation has decided to lease out the bus stand to be used as

a shopping complex, a convention centre, or a hospital

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
BENGALURU

he Basaveshwara
Tbus terminal in
Peenya, North

Bengaluru, has been un-
derutilised for nearly a de-
cade, despite various at-
tempts by the Karnataka
State Road Transport Cor-
poration (KSRTC) to revive
it.

Now, the corporation
has decided to lease out
the bus stand to be used as
a shopping complex, a
convention centre, or a
hospital.

The KSRTC invested
%40 crore to build the bus
terminal. The corporation
first started services from
the terminal in 2014 by
shifting 140-odd schedules
from Majestic. However,
within a few months, the
KSRTC shifted all opera-
tions back to Majestic as it

shifting 140-odd schedules from Majestic. VINAYB.S.

had incurred a huge reve-
nue loss.

A KSRTC official said:
“87,000 square feet of the
bus terminal will be leased
to outsiders to be used as a
shopping complex, a com-
mercial complex, a con-

vention centre or a
hospital.”
Over the past few years,

the corporation has made
multiple efforts to revital-
ise the terminal, including
considering it as a poten-
tial bus depot for electric

buses. Unfortunately, none
of these initiatives have
shown any significant pro-
gress.

“Following its inaugura-
tion, the corporation had
relocated 140 services from
Majestic to the terminal,
serving routes to Davan-
gere, Shivamogga, Chitra-
durga, Tumakuru, and va-
rious destinations in North
Karnataka. However, it in-
curred huge operational
losses within a few months,
leading to the relocation of
services back to Majes-
tic. Despite several at-
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tempts over the years,
these endeavours have
consistently lacked pu-
blic patronage,” anoth-
er official said.

To increase the foot-
fall, the Bengaluru Me-
tropolitan Transport
Corporation (BMTC)
too pitched in by run-
ning buses from or
through the terminal to
different locations in
the city. However, this
initiative also garnered
a tepid response.



Will we ever master a proper plan for Bengaluru?

Bengaluru does have a history of Master Plans. But did they really help the city grow in an organised manner? Experts weigh in on the question

Rasheed Kappan
BENGALURU

n inglorious mess.
A hat is precisely
what Bengaluru's

bizarre, chaotic outward
expansion has become,
despite decades spent ar-
ticulating the crying need
for planned, regulated,
controlled growth. How
long should the city wait
for a Master Plan that really
works?

‘The last such attempt,
the Revised Master Plan
(RMP 2031) was scrapped
two years ago. By all ac-
counts, a new plan would
take at least two years. But
there is no sign that work
on a draft is in the making.
Does this mean Bengalu-
reans would have to peren-
nially endure the conse-
quences  of random
infrastructure projects en-
visioned with zero connec-
tion to what the city really
needs?

Tasked with preparing
the draft, the Bangalore
Development  Authority
(BDA) had insisted that
groundwork on the plan
would be taken up on
priority. Last year, the new
commissioner had talked
about drone surveys to
identify the residential,
commercial, agricultural
and other zones, analysing
the city’s planning needs
for the next 10 years. He
had agreed it was a long
process and a survey was
only the first step.

RMP-2031

Approval for the draft
RMP-2031 was reportedly
withdrawn for not incor-
porating the recommenda-
tions of a Transit Oriented
Development (ToD) policy.
It also lacked the integra-
tion of a Comprehensive
Mobility Plan (CMP), pre-
pared by the Bengaluru
Metropolitan Land Tran-
sport Authority (BMLTA).
This legislation was passed
well over a year ago, but
the Authority is yet to take
shape.

In the current vacuum,
the BDA has been using the
outdated RMP 2015 to ap-
prove plans. For the re-
cord, RMP 2015 has been

Source: The Hindu,

Land use of Bengaluru Metropolitan Area (BMA) when the Revised
Master Plan (RMP-2031) was drafted.

blamed for all the havoc
triggered by constructions
on storm water drains and
lake beds. Many policy ex-
perts are convinced that
the genesis of the floods
that had the city in a twis-
ter of mobility woes and
marooned scores of locali-
ties could be attributed to

the old plan prepared in
2006.

Problematic old plans

Bengaluru does have a his-
tory of Master Plans. But
did they really help the city
grow in an organised man-
ner? Not really. Planning,
as articulated by the 74th

Land use of BMA as proposed by RMP-2031

Constitutional ~ Amend-
ment, should be a local go-
vernment function, as ur-
ban planner Anjali K.
Mohan points out. This
bottom-up approach
would mean the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like (BBMP) prepares a spa-
tial plan  embodying,

p.7, Jan 23, 2024

through the ward commit-
tees, socio-economic deve-
lopment as the goal.

The Bengaluru Metro-
politan Planning Commit-
tee would then provide a
framework  for  such
ground-up planning. It
would also be tasked with
coordinating and collating
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such efforts across local go-
vernments to prevent over-
laps and gaps in large in-
frastructure planning and
implementation.

A bottom up approach

Architect and urban plan-
ner Brinda Sastry who was
consultant  planner for
RMP 2015 notes that the
now withdrawn RMP 2031
“brought in the critical
perspective of building the
city’s vision in the regional
context. However, it is im-
perative for the proposed
vision of the upcoming
Master Plan to include a
framework for local area
planning, which would
provide opportunity to
coordinate  development
initiatives across scales
while involving ward level
participatory planning.”

The Bangalore Master
Plan 2015, she recalls, had
several new perspectives
for envisioning the future
of the city. “It was the first
time that the city’s system
of tanks and nullahs were
documented using GIS,
with the aim to conserve
them. Ecologically sensi-
tive areas were zoned for
protection. The proposed
land use zoning plan was
responsive to the develop-
ment trends while recog-
nizing the prevailing tradi-
tional urban patterns of
the city”  elaborates
Brinda.

Specific projects and

mmes were pro-
posed in the Planning Dis-
trict report for implemen-
tation at a local scale.
“However, the plan was
not implemented as envi-
sioned and violations of
the proposed zoning led to
unmanageable conse-
quences. Provision for pe-
riodic update of the Plan
and frameworks for con-
ducting local area planning
exercises were lacking. It
required coordinating fu-
ture projects and plans
across various depart-
ments in the government
and allocation of funds for
implementation.”

‘The Master Plan is man-
dated to be revised once
every 10 years as per the
provisions of Section 13D
of the Karnataka Town and

Country Planning Act,
1961. RMP 2015, prepared
and approved on June 25,
2007, was in force when
the draft for the 2031 plan
was prepared.

Violated with impunity
Master plans have been
violated with impunity in
the past. For instance, the
areas marked as agricultu-
ral zones in the RMP 2015
have seen massive land use
changes, with authorized
and unauthorised develop-
ments mushrooming. Road
networks are rarely inte-
grated, triggering severe
traffic gridlocks.

The 2007 expansion of
the old Bangalore Maha-
nagara Palike (BMP) to a
198-ward Bruhat Bengalu-

Pali

reafter. Although the 2011
census put the city’s popu-
lation at 8.4 million, Benga-
luru is to be home to 12.5
million by 2025.

The lack of a consulta-
tive process in preparing
the master plan is learnt to
have directly impacted
RMP 2031. Although non-
integration of ToD and
CMP were cited as factors
that led to the plan’s scrap-
ping, objections from lan-
downers and political
players on the demarca-
tion of green zones were al-
so a key deciding factor.

Going beyond surveys
“Updating the master plan
is definitely important be-
cause we are now working
off 2015 survey data. A lot
of

ru like
(BBMP) only added to the
chaos. Seventeen years af-
ter that transition, vast
swathes of the city’s outer
areas are still without a
proper drainage system,
well connected roads,
parks, bus connectivity,
street lights and other bas-
ic amenities.

Every five years

“A new master plan,
whether RMP 2041 or 2051,
should be more dynamic.
What we need more are
guiding principles, and the
plan must be revisited on a
five-yearly basis,” feels ur-
banist V. Ravichandar.
While it can have long
goals and vision, the plan
must be dynamic and open
to readjustment.

Bringing all agencies
linked to the city on board
is one way to keep viola-
tions at bay, he notes. “It
should have a lot more
ground up inputs, includ-
ing from citizens. It needs
to ensure that all agencies
are part of the process.
Currently, the BDA makes
the plan and others are not
bothered.”

The city’s rapid popula-
tion growth, exasperated
by a grossly inadequate pu-
blic infrastructure, has had
the planning process play
catch up. By one estimate,
the city’s population grew
by a whopping 38% from
1991 to 2001, adding anoth-
er 47% in the decade the-

has hap-
pened since then which is
not in alignment even with
that master plan,” notes ur-
ban mobility activist Sath-
ya Sankaran. “This shows
we don't just need to do
surveys, we need to know
the problems we are trying
to fix,” he says.

‘The master plan, he re-
minds, “should not be rele-
gated to just drawing lines
on a document by some
consultants who don’t un-
derstand the nature and
systems of the city.”

From a mobility per-
spective, he draws atten-
tion to Bengaluru overtak-
ing Delhi as the city with
the most number of car re-
gistrations. “Without the
BMLTA being constituted
and making the ToD plans
for the city, the master
plan will be relegated to
drawing lines on the map
based on individual tran-
sport agencies working on
their independent finan-
cial indicators and plans,”
elaborates Sathya.

A business as usual ap-
proach would mean Ben-
galuru will continue to lag
behind on efficient mass
movement of people using
public transport, cycling
and walking, he cautions.
The time is now to think
ahead and plan for sustain-
able urban development
for the city. Grand plans
such as the tunnel roads
are just not the way for-
ward.



Of four lakh registered households,
80,000 get PNG supply through GAIL

Many issues, especially rerouting pipelines due to civic utilities using the same route, have affected progress of the project

Jahnavi T.R.
BENGALURU

AIL Gas Limited,
G the City Gas Distri-
bution (CGD) com-

pany, has a goal of adding
50,000 domestic connec-
tions for PNG supply every
year in Bengaluru. Howev-
er, many problems, espe-
cially that of having to re-
route their pipelines due to
other civic utilities using
the same route, have af-
fected the progress of the
project. Before the end of
this financial year, the
company plans to achieve
a goal of 35,000 new
connections.

“This year, we could not
achieve the 50,000 target
mainly because we could
not work properly for two

Before the end of
this fiscal, GAIL Gas
Ltd. plans to achieve

a goal of 35,000 new
connections

to three months due to the
State elections,” Hirdesh
Kumar, Chief General man-
ager (CGD) & Officer In-
Charge Bengaluru, GAIL
Gas Limited told The
Hindu.

35 more CNG stations
Under CGD project, GAIL
Gas has been providing
Piped Natural Gas (PNG)
and Compressed Natural
Gas (CNG) to domestic,
commercial and industrial
customers.

Since February 2015, af-
ter being authorised by Pe-

troleum and Natural Gas
Regulatory Board
(PNGRB), GAIL Gas has laid
around 2,000 kilometres
of pipeline in Bengaluru.
While 2.5 lakh households
have been connected with
the pipeline, only 80,000
households have been
availing supply of PNG. A
total of 4 lakh residents
from the city have regis-
tered for domestic PNG
supply, officials from GAIL
Gas said.

“All the prominent buil-
ders, Government, PSU/AT-
my /Institutions Quarters
and colonies are opting for
PNG,” they added. Apart
from domestic supply,
GAIL Gas is also supplying
PNG to around 215 com-
mercial establishments,
178 industrial units and has

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Jan 24, 2024

also set up 102 CNG sta-
tions in the city. By March
2024, the company plans
to set up 35 more CNG
stations.

Limitations in localities

Despite citizens becoming
more aware of the benefits
of natural gas, GAIL Gas
continues to face some
hurdles, which are unique
to urban localities in the ci-
ty. “Bengaluru has a lot of
potential when it comes to
natural gas supply, but
there are several limita-
tions to lay pipeline. Some-
times we have to reroute al-
ready laid pipelines due to
Bangalore Electricity Sup-
ply Company (Bescom)
and Bangalore Metropoli-
tan Rail Corporation Limit-
ed (BMRCL) network ex-
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pansion,” Mr. Kumar said.

Officials also said that
the presence of other utili-
ties also makes it difficult
to excavate in certain areas
as it would not be safe.

The huge amount of
traffic on roads also results
in less excavation space
and less work area to lay pi-
pelines. “Sometimes, there
will also be delays in ob-
taining approval from
BBMP as it has to pass
through various levels,”
Mr. Kumar said.

In October last year, the
State cabinet gave its nod
to implementation of the
State policy for the deve-
lopment of CGD network
in Karnataka. GAIL Gas ex-
pects this move to acceler-
ate the implementation of
PNG and CNG projects.
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