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AGRICULTURE

Falling sugarcane output, juice
yield push jaggery units to jeopardy

Hits owners, farmers alike

despite hikeinjaggery prices

RAJU GAVALI
BELAGAVI, DHNS

he drought in the state

I has been unsparing this

yearand there’s a spinoff

effect on the jaggery-making
unitsin the district.

Jaggery output has been
greatly affected due to a fall in
sugarcane production due to
drought. Theyield of juice from
the crop has been less than
usual and thishasadded to the
woes of the jaggery-making
units.

Jaggery is presently priced
at Rs 5,000 a quintal in the
market, as there is high de-
mand for it, particularly the
organic variety.

Health-conscious people
prefer jaggery over sugar as a
sweetener these days.

Many units close down
The sugarcane farmerstooar-
en'tahappylotastheirreturns
have reduced by about half.

Villages on the Belaga-
vi-Bagalkot road on the out-
skirts of the city had over 100
jaggery-making units.

Their numbers are coming
down with each passing year
due to manpower issues and
farmers’ preference to send
theirproduce tosugar factories.

Thiscrushingyear, thereare
justfourjaggery-making units
atSambra village. With adeep
slide on the supply side due to

near Belagavi.oH PHoTO

the drought, they may not be
able to produce jaggery even
uptoMarch 24, the day of Holi
festival, when the sugarcane
season ends.

Sambra alone had 22 jag-
gery-making units in the past.
Farmers have cultivated sugar-
cane on 3.08 lakh hectares in
the district this season.

Jyotiba Jui, who runs a unit
at Sambra, said, “We com-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, Jan 13, 2024

menced jaggery making this
season in November. The
sugarcane produce has been
drastically low this year. Ear-
lier, from the produce on each
acre, we could manufacture 60
quintals of jaggery. Atthe then
price of Rs 4,000 per quintal,
we earned Rs 2.4 lakh peracre.
With jaggery production fall-
ing by half, our earnings too
willseeadip.”

Also, there aren’t many la-
bourers available these days,
hesaid.

“We need a minimum of 16
people for the whole process,
starting from crushing sug-
arcane to loading jaggery for
transportation. They have to
report for work at dawn and
wagesare just Rs 300 perday,”
Juisaid.

Despite the hike is jaggery
prices to Rs 5,000 per quin-
tal, farmers aren’t getting
expected returns as drought
hasaffected the juice recovery
from sugarcane, said farmer
Papanna Jui.

“The government must
come to our help as sugar-
cane yield has reduced due to
drought. Despite good prices
for jaggery, we are not getting
good returns. Some farmers
prefer to sell sugarcane to
Jjaggery units as they get quick
returns and need not wait for
sugar factories to clear dues,”
farmer Channayyaswamy
Mathad said.
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Despitegoodyield, paddy pricesrise due to hoarding

VITTAL SHASTRI
KALABURAGI, DHNS

espite a 15% increase in paddy pro-
ductionin the Tungabhadra basin,
considered Karnataka’s rice belt,
paddy prices have increased by 25%. This
isdue to an artificial scarcity triggered by
hoarding allegedly by big farmers who
anticipate a substantial drop in the rabi
crop as water release from Tungabhadra
and Almattireservoirs will be restricted
for drinking due to low storage this year.
Rice millers briefly even procured
paddy from other states like Bihar to
keep their units running. This resulted
in a tussle between farmers and rice mill
owners as small farmers felt the price of
paddy had reduced from Rs 3,000 to Rs
2,400 per quintal in just one week.
However, the price has now crossed
Rs 3,000 again, which the farmers
blame on hoarding by big millers.
Farmer leaders also contend millers
are adulterating the famous Gangavati

Sonarice with poor quality paddy from
other states.

Of 3.6 lakh hectares of paddy in the
Tungabhadra basin, 90,000 hectares
are owned by farmers who own more
than 10 acres.

Though the region received scanty
rainfall during the kharif season, the
yield was good due to irrigation from the
dam.

“Rice millers and big farmers who
have storage capacity are benefiting.
Poor farmers who own 2-3 acres cannot

stock paddy and are forced to sell at
lower rates to repay loans,” said Karnata-
ka Rajya Raitha Sangha vice-president
Mareppa Salavani who hailed from
Karatagi.

Meanwhile, Karnataka State Rice
Mills Association executive president
Purushottam Savitri claimed that the
Bharatrice brand released by the gov-
ernment at Rs 25 a kg has reduced the
demand for local paddy produce.

Maintaining that purchase of paddy
from other states will not harm local
farmers, he said they are forced to buy
paddy from other regions to keep the
mills running throughout the year.

“The paddy price has increased as
millers have started hoarding the crop.
The district administration will take
action against hoarding only if there
isa shortage in the market and causes
hardship to people as it comes under the
purview of Essential Commodities Act,”
Gangavathi agriculture department as-
sistant director Santosh Pattadkal said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, Jan 14, 2024

Depleting reservoir water levels
raise alarm on summer crisis

DROPS OF CONCERN

Adequate
Storage To
Meet Demand,
Says Official

Anil.Gejji@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Karnataka'’s re-
servoirs are facing a critical
decline in waterlevels, heigh-
tening concerns of an impen-
ding severe shortage of drin-
king water during the upco-
ming summer months. This
alarmingsituationisattribu-
ted to one of the most severe
droughts the state has experi-
enced —in over 125 year-
s—Ilast year.

Data provided by the Kar-
nataka State Natural Disas-
ter Management Centre
(KSNDC) indicates that a ma-
jority of the 11 major reservo-
irs in the Cauvery and Krish-
na basins are currently hol-
ding less than 40% of their
storage capacities.

Key reservoirs like Ha-
rangi, Hemavathy, Kabini,
and Krishna Raja Sagar
(KRS), which play a pivotal
role in supplying drinking
water to major cities and
towns in the Old-Mysuru re-
gion, including Bengaluru,
collectively possess only
51 tmcft of water compared
totheir gross capacity stora-

Cauvery basin
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geof 115 tmcft.
Similarly, seven reservo-
irs in the Krishna basin, in-
cluding Bhadra, Vani Vilas,
Tungabhadra, Ghataprabha,
Malaprabha, Almatti, and
Narayanpur, are facing a
shortfall, with only 173 tmcft
of water against their gross
capacity of 422 tmcft. Last ye-
ar, the reservoirs in the Cau-
very and Krishna basins had
storage levels of 81 tmeft and
331 tmeft, respectively.
Officials from KSNMDC
anticipate a further dip in
water levels as the summer
season approaches, exacer-
bated by evaporation. They
highlight that, on average,

Total

capacity
(in tmcft)

Krishna basin

Tungabhadra [S1i53

one tmcft of water evapora-
tes from both basins during
summer. Of particular con-
cern is KRS reservoir in
Mandya, a crucial water so-
urce for Bengaluru, cur-
rently holding 19.5 tmcft of
water. While this raises wor-
ries about an impending
drinking water crisis, aut-
horities claim that the exis-
ting storage is sufficient to
meet the city's needs.
Suresh B, chief engineer
at Bengaluru Water Supply
&Sewerage Board, said: “We
need about 12 tmeft of water
to meet Bengaluru’s drin-
king water needs till June-
end. So with the existing sto-

PM holds key in resolving Cauvery
water conundrum: Deve Gowda

Former prime ministerand
JD(S) patriarch HD Deve Gowda
on Saturday asserted that only
prime minister Narendra Modi
holds the key to resolving the
longstanding Cauvery water
crisisin Karnataka.

Speaking to reporters,
Gowda expressed his concerns
about the state's strugglesin
securing a fair share of Cauvery
water over the decades.

He highlighted the
perceived limitations of the
Cauvery Water Management
Authority and the Cauvery
Water Monitoring Committee,
emphasising that these bodies
have not proven beneficial to
Karnataka's cause.

According to him,
whenever Tamil Nadufileda
petition, the entities mandated
the release of water without
assessing theactual
availability in Karnataka's
reservoirs. In Gowda's view,

rage, we can easily see off
summer. There is no need to
worry.”

Acknowledging the gravi-
ty of the situation, the state
government has instructed
the dam authorities not to re-
lease water for irrigation.
Additionally, a call for judi-
cious use of available water

Modirepresents the state's
only hope fora viable solution
tothe protracted crisis.

"| would meet him (Modi)
afterthe Lok Sabha elections. |
am confident that he will offera
solution to this crisis," he
stated. He also said he had
urged the standing committee
of the union water resources
ministry to expedite approval
for the Mekedatu project.

On speculation about his
son HD Kumaraswamy
potentially becominga
minister inthe Modi
government, Gowda said:
"Nobody has discussed it with
me either. | don't know whatiis
inModi's mind. Modi has made
first-time MPs ministers. Itis
difficultto geta clue of his
plans." Political circles have
been buzzing with talks
st ingthatK
could beappointedasa
minister after January 22.

has been emphasised. Srini-
vas Reddy, adviser at
KSNMDC, said all regional
commissioners have been in-
structed to monitor water
storage in reservoirs within
their jurisdictions and utili-
se water exclusively for drin-
king purposes until the arri-
val of the next monsoon.



Source: The Times of India, p. 4, Jan 14, 2024.

Pest is best: Bengaluru start-up’s sustainable,
insect-rich recipe for animal feed

Loopworm, an agri-biotechnology start-up based out of Bengaluru, uses insects to make sustainable protein-rich alternative ingredients for animal feed

Shilpa Elizabeth
BENGALURU

he global demand

for protein has only

been increasing ov-
er the years - not just for
human consumption but
also for livestock, poultry
and fish feed, pet food,
cosmetic ingredients and
more.

re.

The flip side of this has
been the extreme exploita-
tion of the marine ecosys-
tem for fish and other ma-
rine organisms that are
rich protein sources.

But what if the demand
for protein-tich ingre-
dients could be met by so-

mething  else  more
sustainably?
Insects, icky as they may

sound to a few, are rich
sources of protein and
abundantly available.
Loopworm, an agri-bio-
technology start-up based
out of Bengaluru, uses
these qualities of insects to
make sustainable alterna-
tive ingredients for animal

feed.

Abhi Gawri and Ankit
Alok Bagaria, both grad-
uates of IIT-Roorkee, met
in 2017. A conversation
about the potential of mak-
ing value-added products
out of organic rejects and a
UN report that stated in-
sects as the future of food
and feed sowed in them
the idea of Loopworm.

“Insects are nature’s
scavengers. They eat crop
biomass and organic
waste. It helps nature.
And ultimately,
they are a trea-
sure trove of nu-
trition.  They
are like na-
ture’s bioreac-
tor and con-
centrator.
And they con-
vert waste into
valuable  pro-

Co-founders Abhi
Gawri (left) and Ankit
Alok Bagaria.
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Loopworm'’s factory runs currently at 209 capacity and produces 120 tonnes of protein concentrate a month. They are also doing trials with shelter homes for dogs and cats.

ducts,” points out Bagaria,
cofounder at Loopworm.

“What we are trying to
do is the conversion of
ganic rejects industries
with the help of insects
and converting those in-
sects into sustainable feed
ingredients for animals,”
he says.

Humble beginnil

“We started in a small flat
in Delhi,” recollects Mr. Ba-
garia.

“We purposely rented a
flat on the fourth floor
where the building didn’t

have any elevator so
that the owner
would never
come. In one of
the rooms, we
were staying; In
the other room
were the in-
sects.  And
the kitchen

food waste management
unit,” he laughs.

They got a few eggs of
black soldier flies, one of
the fastest converters of
food waste. Realising that
climate conditions play a
major role in rearing in-
sects, they moved to Ben-
galuru and rented out an
800 sqft facility on the out-
skirts of the city where
they first reared insects
and then bred them.

After a brief pause im-
posed by COVID-19, the
team became functional
again in September 2020
and moved to a bigger
2000 sqft facility which
used to be a buffalo farm
before it.

Silky surprise
In 2022, the founders were
on their way to Mysuru
from Bengaluru for a meet-
ing. Midway near Rama-
nagara, a strong stench, si-
milar to that of a dead
animal, caught their atten-
tion.
“As we are curious
about anything that's or-
ganic waste we took a de-
tour. We came across silk
reeling factories where
heaps and heaps of silk-
WOIm pupae were getting
wasted,” recollects Mr.
Bagaria. The cocoon of
the silkworm is used to

The Loopworm team.

make silk, and the pupae
are usually discarded.
Areject in the silk indus-
try, the humble pupae,
seemed a treasure to the
eyes of the Loopworm
team. They decided to rear
both Black soldier fly and
silkworm larvae and set up
a bigger factory with a ca-
pacity to produce 500
tonnes of insect protein
concentrate a month.

Helping the ocean

“One of the things that we
are replacing with our in-
sect protein is fish meal,”
says Mr. Bagaria.

Fish meal is a protein
concentrate that is derived
from wild marine pelagic
fish and is a widely used in-

Source: The Hindu, p.9, Jan. 15, 2024

gredient in fish feed, poul-
try feed and pet food.

“In India it is extracted
from Indian oil sardines
and mackerels. Trawlers
sent out into the Arabian
sea catches loads of fish,
often to a point where the
fish stock is not regenerat-
ing naturally. Seas across
the world are overfished
because of the demand for
fish meal and fish oil, for
animal and human nutri-
tion respectively,” Mr. Ba-
garia explains, adding that
Loopworm is trying to par-
tially replace fish meal.

“*Partially’ because we
are still not at those vol-
umes. Animal agriculture
requires a huge volume of
ingredients. We are still

small for the industry, but
it’sabooming industry,” he
says.

According to Mr. Baga-
ria, one tonne of insect
protein can save five
tonnes of wild marine fish.

Loopworm’s  factory
runs currently at 20% ca-
pacity and produces 120
tonnes of protein concen-
trate a month. The majori-
ty of the products go to
aquaculture and poultry
feed manufacturers. The
company is also doing
trials with shelter homes
for dogs and cats.

“We are trying to create
a sustainable circular food
system with this process
that would help to drive
food security and avert

greenhouse gas emis-
sions,” Mr. Bagaria adds.

Larger prospects
Insects being the natural
food of fish and birds, the
fish, poultry and livestock
feed market was a low-
hanging fruit for the Loop-
worm products. However,
the team believes the po-
tential of insect concen-
trate is much more.
“Sustainable alternative
ingredients could be used
for animal feed, plants,
cosmetics,  neutraceuti-
cals, food, medicine, and a
lot of things. We want to
navigate this journey step
by step where we go from
markets like animal feed
and plant nutrition to the
more regulated ones such
as topical applications,
food and medicine even-
tually. We want to harness
the fullest potential of in-
sects and convert them in-
to products where we can
positively impact animal
health, plant nutrition,
and human health and
well-being,”  says Mr.
Bagaria.

Funding
The company, which has
been initially operating
with angel money and go-
vernment grants, later
raised funds from private
investors such as Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation
along with Tata Trust -
both operated through So-
cial Alpha. In September
2022, they secured an in-
vestment of ¥25.8 Crores
from investors including
Omnivore, Waterbridge,

protein

Dried insects and

concentrate.

Titan Capital, Climate9ers,
and angels such as Nadir
Godrej, Sanjiv Rangrass,
and founders of Zetwerk.

Abhilash Sethi, invest-
ment director at Omni-
vore, notes that for the in-
creasing protein demand,
aquaculture is the most
sustainable solution due to
its low feed conversion ra-
tio; however, to feed the
fish in those aquaculture
ponds it’s important to
have an efficient and sus-
tainable supply chain,
which is where Loopworm
comes in.

According to him, insect
farming and processing is
an upcoming industry in
Europe currently, but In-
dian startups like Loop-
worm may have a huge ad-
vantage in terms of cost.

“These insects are typi-
cally tropical and in Eu-
rope they use climate-con-
trolled setups to grow
them which makes the
whole process very expen-
sive. They have to compete
with the wild catch sup-
pliers to supply to the feed
manufacturers, and can-
not raise the price point.
For this reason, most of the
European companies have
shifted from the shrimp or
fish industry to the pet
food industry.”

With the advantage of
having a tropical climate,
he notes, Indian compa-
nies like Loopworm can
produce the products at a
fraction of the cost at
which their European
counterparts are produc-
ing, and compete with glo-
bal players eventually.




How Indiais
failingits farmers

Financial distress
and aninadequate
supportsystem are
contributing to the
alarmingrise in
farmer suicides

FARDIN JAHANGEER &
KARAMALA AREESH KUMAR

€ asmukh was making
a lot of money from
farming. He rebuilt
his old house. He bought new
machines forfarming. Heused
an electric motor to pump
water. He bought a motorcy-
cle to go to the city easily and
a tractor to plough the field.
The tractor could do in a day
what the bullocks would take
manydaystodo.”

The paragraph above is
fromthe NCERT textbook for
Class-5, but in reality, farm-
ers’ conditions are starkly
different. According torecent
data from the National Crime
Records Bureau’s (NCRB's)
annual report, more than
154 farmers and daily wage
labourers kill themselves in
India every day. Maharash-
tra had the highest number
of farmer suicides, followed
by Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and
Madhya Pradesh. These fig-
ures underscore the turmoil
within theagriculture sector,
where 11,290 peopleinvolved
in farming lost their lives last
year, comprising 5,207 farm-
ers/cultivators and 6,083 ag-
ricultural labourers.

Kurubur Shantakumar,
Karnataka State President
of Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM), a federation of farmer
unions,and the Joint Commit-
tee of Trade Unions (JCTU)
said, “Both the Union and
state governments are play-
ing games with farmers who
areinafinancial crisis follow-
ing the drought in the state.”
SKM helda72-hour Janateya
MahaDharaniinBengaluru’s
Freedom Park on November
26 to protest against the an-
ti-farmerand anti-labour pol-
icies of the Centre and state.
Among their demands was
the removal of the Electric-
ity (Amendment) Bill, 2022,
which various farmer unions
and power federationsacross
the nation rejected, citing
concerns about electricity
privatisation and threats to
cooperative federalism.

The bill proposes 35 revi-
sions to the Electricity Act of
2003, with Section 5 draw-
ing particular attention. This
section allows more than
one distribution licensee (or
discom) in one region to dis-
tribute power to consumers.
Althoughthiswasreferenced
inthe 2003 Act, the prior leg-
islation required the new dis-
comto haveitsown cableand
distribution infrastructure.
The new bill, on the other
hand, envisions a system in
which the new entrant can
use the incumbent discom’s
distribution infrastructure
in exchange for fees such as

wheeling costs. Some, in-
cluding opposition parties,
perceive this as an obvious
schemetoincrease privatisa-
tionin the country.

On November 26, last
year, the SKM began a three-
day demonstration at the
Mohali-Chandigarh border
over farmers’ outstanding
demands. Other demands
include a guarantee for Min-
imum Support Price (MSP)
fromthe central government,
thewithdrawal of complaints
lodged against farmers dur-
ing the year-long agitation
against the now-repealed
agricultural legislation, the
waiving of debts, farmer
pensions,andsoon. Theyare
also requesting that FIRs for
burningresidue fromagricul-
ture be withdrawn, as well as
compensation be provided
forcroploss caused by floods.

In 2019, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi stated that
for the Congress, farmers are
vote banks, while for the BJP,
they are the annadata—pro-
viders of food. But the truth
is, every political party views
farmers as an opportunity to
secure votes to win elections
and makes promises that are
notfulfilled, leading to farmer
suicidesand agitation. While
farmers’protestsareameans
ofraisingconcerns, they have
consequences. Huge eco-
nomic losses are recorded
f:lfter each major protest,and
innumerous instances, inno-
centpeople have faced major
life-threatening problems
because of protests.

Amoreeffectiveapproach
to resolving farmer issues is
toestablish regular meetings
toaddress concerns between
farmers and the govern-
ment. In meetings, all the
farmers’ problems should be
addressed honestly. Farmers
must also work with the gov-
ernment. Second, farmers
should desist from actions
like blocking roads or stop-
ping trains, which inconven-
ience the public. Such forms
of protest jeopardise the life
of a patient or a victim of an
accident. To avoid harming
the State and its residents,
it is crucial to find common
ground between the govern-
mentand farmers.

Farmer suicides in India
are a complicated issue. The
high frequency of debt, lack
of government support, un-
predictableweather patterns,
and an absence of focus on
mental health all contribute
toworrisome rates of farmer
suicide. Toaddress thisissue,
a comprehensive solution is
required, including changes
to the financial support sys-
tem, improved agricultural
practices, expanded accessto
mental health facilities, and
policies to provide a sustain-
able and supportive environ-
ment for farmers.

(Fardin Jahangeerisa
Research Scholar, and
Karamala Areesh Kumaris
Head, Dept. of International
Relations, Peace and Public
Policy, St Joseph'’s University,
Bengaluru)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Jan 18, 2024
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Decentralisation

State govt plans to monetise panchayat assets

FirstsuchattemptinIndia,
says Priyank Kharge

v

BHARATH JOSHI
BENGALURU, DHNS

arnataka is evaluating a policy to
K monetise assets available with rural
ocal bodies, which Rural Develop-
ment & Panchayat Raj (RDPR) Minister
Priyank Kharge said will be the first such
attempt in India to raise resources.
Priyank has given consulting giant
Deloitte a brief to work on and the policy
“should be ready by March or April”, the
minister told DH.
“Theideaisto figureouthowwe can gen-
erateadditional resources for panchayats,”

“There is a footwear cluster
in Athani. We can provide
them space for warehous-
ing. The panchayat will be a
partnerin whatever income
theymake,” Priyank said.

In Kalaburagi, Ravoor
village can become a hub
for trucks that ply to Wadi.
“The panchayat can make
a truck terminal with ser-
vices the truckers require.
This can become a business
for the panchayat,” the min-
ister explained. Panchayat
spaces can also be given out
for Nandini milk parlours to
besetup, headded. In 2021,
the Union government is-
sued an advisory urging
gram panchayats to consid-
er asset monetisation. Also
in 2021, the Union govern-
mentrolled outitsambitious
National Monetisation Plan
(NMP) aimed at leasing out
coreinfrastructure assetsto
private players to generate
Rs6lakh crore overa period
offour years.

“ButIdon’tthinkthe NMP
includes panchayats,” Pri-
yank said. “What we are at-
tempting has notbeen done
anywhere in the country.”

Priyanksaid.

Karnataka has 6,000 gram panchayats
thatown many assets. With the new policy,
the governmentwantsto “unlock”therev-
enue potential of these assets.

Karnatakahasanestimatedl.5croreru-
ral properties that come under panchayat
limits. “The revenue potential only by tax
collectionisRs 2,000 crore,” Priyank said,
adding that the government will have to
work out the revenue potential from asset
monetisation.

“First, we need to map assets and bring
all of them under the tax bracket. Then,
we have to figure out assets that can be
monetised.”

Under the proposed monetisation meas-
ure, the government wants to look beyond
the traditional model of leasing out public
assets, Priyank said. Some ideas are being
explored.

» RDPR, Page 6

Rural revenues

6,000 15er

gram panchayats  rural propertiesin
in state owning Karnatakaunder
many assets panchayat limits

:2,000cr

revenue potential by tax collection

First, we need to map
assets and bring all of
themunder the tax
bracket. Then we
have to figure out
assets that can be
monetised

Priyank Kharge /




Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&6, Jan 13, 2024

Eyeing record

tax haul, BBMP

unveils 82 self-funded projects

Will set aside Rs 1,200 crore
for long-lasting works

v

NAVEEN MENEZES
BENGALURU, DHNS

aving set its eyes on
Hshattering property tax

collection records, the
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP) is rolling out an
ambitious Rs 1,200-crore plan
that includes 82 infrastructure
projects this year.

This is also the first time the
civicbody—traditionally reliant
on the state’s support for its in-
frastructure works—will be set-
ting aside asignificant portion of
itsown revenue for long-lasting
upgrades.

Generally, revenue from
property tax gets swallowed in
road maintenance, park upkeep,
anddrain cleaning, leaving very
little for larger, transformative
infrastructure work.

The BBMP plans tospend the
Rs 1,200 crore in the next three
years. Of that, Rs 900 crore has
been earmarked to white-top
over 70 roads (see table), while
Rs 50 crore has been allowed to
asphalt roads in Mahadevapu-

ra— the zone that brings in the
lion’s share of the tax revenue.
A further Rs 50 crore is also set
aside for similar works in Bom-
manahalli.

Officials said the remaining
Rs 200 crore will be spent to
protect, improve and develop
rajakaluves, which will include
building roads on the buffer
zones.

“We have been collecting
about Rs 2,800 crore in prop-
erty tax, which gets spent on
minor works,” BBMP Chief
Commissioner Tushar Girinath
told DH.

“As we expect to collect
more tax, we have decided to
keepaside Rs400 crore for big
projects as part of the ‘Brand
Bengaluru’ programme,” he
added, noting that the idea is
to ensure funds are not spent
extravagantly.

The BBMP plans to create an
escrow account where it plans
todeposit Rs 33.3 crore month-
ly from its revenue collection.
Funds from this account will be
spenton the 82 projects.
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'Roads to be white-toppe

+ Cubbon Road

+ CQAL Road

« Sanjaynagar Main Road

« Sultanpalya Main Road

« 1st Main, Anandnagar

« Kensington Road

« Palace Cross Road

« Swami Vivekananda
Road

« LR Nagar Main Road

« Palmgrove Road

« Bazar Street in Anepalya

= Anepalya Main Road

« Hennur Road

» Kammanahalli Road

« Nehru Road

« Govindapura Road

« Netaji Road

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Jan 16, 2024

+ MM Road

« Shampura Road

« Lazer Road

« Sultan Road

« Rameshwara Temple Road

« Sirsi Road

« Mahalakshmi Layout
Main Road

+ 10th Cross, Rajajinagar

« Dr Rajkumar Road

« Link Road from
Sampige Road

« Platform Road

« Subedhar Chatham Road

« Dr Rajkumar Road

- 8th Main, Malleswaram

« Jeevaraj Alva Road

- Nagarabhavi Main Road

« 80ft Road, Chandra Layout

« Vijayanagar Club Road

« Hosakerehalli Main Road

- 80ft Road, Vidyapeeta
Circle

« Subramchetty Road

« JCRoad

+ KH Road

- Uttarahalli Main Road

« Kanakapura Main Road

« Maruthinagar Main Road

« Ejipura Main Road

- Bagalur Main Road

» Jakkur Road

« Allalasandra Main Road

« HMT Road

- Tunganagar Main Road

« Pattanagere Main Road
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ECONOMY

Yuva Nidhi
scheme
launched

The Hindu Bureau
SHIVAMOGGA

The Karnataka govern-
ment on Friday launched
the Congress’ fifth “gua-
rantee” scheme offering
monthly stipend of 33,000
to graduates and 1,500 to
diploma holders who are
unemployed.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, at an event in Shiva-
mogga, handed over
cheques to six beneficiar-
ies to symbolically kick-
start the scheme meant for
graduates and diploma
holders who passed in
2022-23 and have re-
mained jobless even after
six months after comple-
tion of education. He said
that the scheme is crucial
at a time when unemploy-
ment rate, which was 5.5%
in 2014, now stands at
10.5%. The stipend will be
given only for two years,
and it will end soon after
the beneficiary gets a job.

Continued....
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1.5 cr. families get 5,000 to T6,000 a
month under our schemes, says CM

Fifth and final poll guarantee of Congress govt., Yuva Nidhi, launched by Siddaramaiah and Shivakumar in Shivamogga

The Hindu Bureau
SHIVAMOGGA

hief Minister Sidda-
C ramaiah on Friday

launched the Yuva
Nidhi scheme, the fifth and
final poll guarantee of the
Congress government
which provides financial
assistance for educated un-
employed youth of the
State. He said the idea be-
hind the five schemes were
premised on the concept
of universal basic income,
prevailing in European
countries.

Every month, the Chief
Minister said, around 1.5
crore families in the State
get 35,000 to %6,000 un-
der the five guarantee
schemes. “In European
countries, this amount is
referred to as universal
basic income. We have im-
plemented a similar princi-
ple here,” he said, launch-
ing the scheme with
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar in
Shivamogga.

High unemployment

The rate of unemployment
has grown at an alarming
rate since 2014, he said.
“The unemployment rate
was 5.5% in 2014. Now it
stands at 10.5%. Hence, we
have come up with Yuva
Nidhi to help the youth.

Pooia

Benaka V.K (Hassan)

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah at the launch of Yuva Nidhi scheme in Shivamogga on Friday.

The scheme offers finan-
cial assistance, besides
training programmes to
develop skills and seek
jobs. We will also hold job
fairs so that youths get jobs
in India and abroad,” Mr.
Siddaramaiah said. Mr. Sid-
daramaiah said that after
his government came to
power on May 20, five gua-
rantees - Stree Shakti, Gru-
ha Jyothi, Gruha Lakshmi,
and Annabhagya - were be-
nefiting lakhs of families.
“Since implementation of
Shakti scheme on June 11,
women have used the be-
nefit during over 130 crore
travels,” he said.

The Yuva Nidhi scheme

offers financial aid to grad-
uates and diploma hol-
ders, who are yet to get a
job, for a maximum of two
years. Training will be pro-
vided to the graduates and
diploma holders who re-
gister themselves on the
skill connect portal of the
State government. The go-
vernment has promised
33,000 per month to de-
gree holders and 1,500
per month to diploma hol-
ders who were unable to
get a job in the past six
months and are not pursu-
ing higher studies. The aid
will be paid for two years.
The launch was held on
the birth anniversary of

Source: The Hindu, p.1 & 10, Jan 13, 2024
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youth icon Swami Viveka-
nanda. Organisers had
made arrangements for
close to one lakh people to
witness the launch. More
than one lakh beneficiaries
from Shivamogga, Davan-
gere, Chitradurga, Chikka-
magaluru, Udupi, and Hav-
eri districts attended the
event.

Minister for Medical
Education and Skill Deve-
lopment Sharan Prakash
Patil, whose department is
implementing Yuva Nidhi,
said applications can be
submitted at Karnataka
One, Grama One, Bapuji
Seva Kendra, or Seva Sind-
hu portals. An applicant

Will visit
Ayodhya after
Jan. 22: CM

The Hindu Bureau
SHIVAMOGGA

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah has said that he will
visit the Ram temple in
Ayodhya after January 22.

“I will visit the temple in
Ayodhya whenever I am
free after the January 22
event,” he told mediaper-
sons in Shivamogga. “We
are also devotees of Sri Ra-
ma, but do not use his
name for political gains.
We are opposing the polit-
ics being done by the BJP in
the name of Ram,” he
added.

The Chief Minister said
that Congress workers will
visit temples across Karna-
taka on January 22, and off-
er prayers. When asked
about some demanding
more posts of Deputy Chief
Ministers, Mr. Siddarmaiah
said he would not want to
discuss the issue.

must possess Aadhaar
card, bank passbook, ra-
tion card, mark sheets of
SSLC, PU, degree or diplo-
ma.



Bescom registers a steady
increase of electricity sales

Growth of sales observed in both HT and LT categories, with the latter being major contributor

Jahnavi T.R.
BENGALURU

he sale of electrici-
Tty by Bangalore
Electricity Supply

Company (Bescom) has
consistently gone up
post the COVID-19 pan-
demic years, the data pro-
vided by the company has
shown.

In the financial year (FY)
of 2022-23, Bescom sold
over 29,000 million units
(MU) of power, which is
more than the 27,849 MU it
had sold during the pre-
pandemic period (FY 2019-
20). Until November 2023,
Bescom has already sold
23,665 MU electricity.

Gruha Jyothi scheme
The growth of sales has
been observed in both
high-tension (HT) and low-
tension (LT) categories,
with the latter being the
major contributor. In FY
2020-21, the company had
sold 18,464 MU of power to
LT consumers while in
2022-23, the sales touched
20,488 MU. According to a
senior official in Bescom,
the LT numbers are ex-
pected to rise further ow-
ing to the introduction of
the Gruha Jyothi scheme.

AT T

X

Even in HT sales, there
was an increase from 6,245
MU in 2020-21 to 8,845 MU
in 2022-23. Even in FY
202324, the sales had
touched 6,593 MU by No-
vember itself. Over the
years, Bescom has been
taking several steps to keep
HT consumers from choos-
ing open-access suppliers.

Energy charges

One such scheme is the
Discounted Energy Rate
Scheme (DERS), which en-
courages industries to use
more power by providing it
at a discounted price. Dur-
ing the tariff revision in
May 2023, the Karnataka
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (KERC) re-

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Jan 13, 2024

duced the energy charges
under the DERS from %6
per unit to 35.

Senior officials from the
Finance Department of
Bescom said the DERS was
one of the main reasons for
HT sales increasing over
the years, along with the
good health of the econo-
my.

ToD tariff system

“After the pandemic, as the
revival of the economy be-
gan, more industries and
commercial establish-
ments, large buildings are
up and running. With our
Time of Day (ToD) tariff
system and other benefit-
ing schemes, these new es-
tablishments chose Bes-

13

Bescom sales

(in million @l
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Source: Bescom

com instead of open access
and thus accelerated our
sales,” an official said.

The increasing sales of
the electricity utility,
which is expected to conti-
nue even in FY 2024-25, is
also expected to help in
bringing down the revenue
deficit in the upcoming
years. “Better sales, espe-
cially in HT, will result in a
better Annual Revenue Re-
quirement (ARR) which in
turn helps in bridging the
revenue gap,” a senior offi-
cial noted.

Bescom had asked for
an ARR of%62,133.47 crore,
out of which the KERC ap-
proved an ARR of
358,109.95 crore during
the tariff revision in 2023.



State approves 73 investment
proposals worth over Rs 3,900 cr

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
State-Level Single Window
Clearance Committee (SLS-
WCC), headed by the In-
dustries Minister M B Patil,
on Friday approved 73 proj-
ects cumulatively worth Rs
3,935.52 crore.

These projectsare expected
togenerate 15,000 jobs in the
state. The proposals approved
by the single window commit-
tee include a Rs 490.5 crore
investment plan by the Benga-
luru-based ETL Secure Space
Limited and Rs 346.35 crore
projectby DhaSH PV Technol-
ogies Private Limited.

“The SLSWCC approved
nine projects, the investment
valueofwhichisinexcessof Rs
50 crore. The nine proposals,
once realised, will draw a to-
tal investment of Rs 2,424.28
crore, with the potential to
create 9,200 jobs.

As many as 59 new proj-
ects, the capital of which is in

the Rs 15 crore to Rs 50 crore
band, were also approved by the
committee — these are expected
to attract Rs 1,423.57 crore in
investment, with the promise of
generating employment oppor-
tunitiesfornearly 5,300 people,”
the statementreleased bytheIn-
dustries department stated.

The minister claimed that
the clearance of more than 70
projects at a single meeting was
an indication of the efficiency
that the single-window system
had ushered in in the approval
process. Patil added that these
projects would ensure equitable
investmentacrossthe diversere-
gions of the state. “Many of the
projects approved by the SLS-
WCC would be implemented in
the North Karnataka districts,”
he stated.

i Insolvency and Ba
&> (A Statutory Body

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Jan 13, 2024
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Pay hike unlikely as govt may put 7th Pay Commission on hold

BV.Shivashankar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: State government
employees are likely to go
without a pay hike this year as
the proposal to increase sala-
ries is shrouded in uncertain-
ty with the government mull-
ing delaying implementation
of the 7th Pay Commission.
Officials cite a revenue
crunch as the primary cause
for the delay, emphasizing that
the focus of next month’s state
budget will be on mobilising

resources to fund the govern-
ment'’s five guarantee schemes.

Representatives of Karna-
taka State Govern-
ment Employees As-
sociation (KSGA) are
concerned over this
potential delay and
are hopeful that chief
minister Siddaramai-
ah will accept the pay
commission’s report
and allocate funds.

A meeting between KSGA
and the CM scheduled for Fri-

q

scheme.

d

day was postponed since Sid- ¢
daramaiah was occupied with
the launch of the Yuva Nidhi

budget presentation.

& Nelagudri, KSGA
secretary, said the
demand for a salary
increase is a long-
pending one and
emphasised the gov-
ernment’s commit-
ment to meeting it.
KSGA also said the pay hike
need not be announced in the
budget and that Siddaramaiah

accepted recommendations
of the 5th Pay Commission
and announced a 30% pay
hike for employees just before
presenting the budget for
2018-19 in February. It in-
creased government expend-
iture by Rs 10,508 crore.

partment official said the gov-
ernment may be constrained
this time. A similar 30% hike

ould address it outside the

In 2018, Siddaramaiah had

But a senior finance de-

Source: The Times of India, p. 6, Jan 13, 2024.

would cost the government
around Rs 12,000 crore, but the
association is pushing for a
40% hike (Rs 16,000 crore).
The official said meeting
the demand will be a “chal-
lenge”, since the government
is compelled to implement the
five guarantee schemes which
will cost the exchequer an es-
timated Rs 58,000 crore in 2024-
25. An expected shortfall in tax
revenue adds to the complex-
ity of the problem. While the
current fiscal budget estimates

revenue from state-owned
taxes at Rs 1.7 lakh crore, offi-
cials expect actual collection
to be around Rs 1.6 lakh crore.

Basavaraj Rayareddi, eco-
nomic adviser to the CM who
is overseeing pre-budget meet-
ings, acknowledged the weight
of guarantee schemes on the
exchequer: He said the CM will
take a decision, considering
financial constraints and com-
peting priorities. A salary hike
for employees, therefore,
hangs in the balance.

State to introduce sector-based booster
Kits for start-ups in a month’s time

Shilpa Elizabeth
BENGALURU

The State government is
planning to introduce new
sector-based booster kits
for start-ups in a month.

IT/BT Minister Priyank
Kharge told The Hindu the
new kit will be more practi-
cal than the earlier ones
with its sector-based ap-
proach.

“We are evaluating what
it is that a particular sector
needs,” he said.

“For example, in the
biotech space, startups are
not the problem, scaling is;
Idea to proof of concept is

Continued..
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IT/BT Minister Priyank Kharge interacting with The Hindu in
Bengaluru on Sunday. SUDHAKARA JAIN

not a challenge, but from
there to Stage-1 is. After
that funding gets easy. If it
is a robotics startup, they
can be tied up with ART-

15

PARK. If it’s a life sciences
startup, they could be gi-
ven an opportunity to
work in medical science
colleges or other similar in-

stitutes. We are talking to
people in various sectors
and trying to figure out
how to help,” Mr. Kharge
said.

The start-up Karnataka
booster kit was launched
initially in 2016. The kit
currently includes a range
of software tools, cloud
credits, access to mentors,
incubators and govern-
ment funding, and legal
and financial consultants,
and is available for any
start-up registered with the
government of Karnataka.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8



Sector-based booster
kits for start-ups soon

“The last booster kit that was made was during my
previous tenure. The successive governments did
not bother about that. Now, I'm talking to start-
ups, engage with them very often and trying to
understand what they want specifically,” the Mi-
nister said.

Working with VCs

Mr. Kharge also noted that in the context of the
ongoing funding winter, the government, for the
first time, has been working with the Venture Cap-
italists to come up with a blueprint to understand
how the former could help start-ups add more
value.

The government is also coming up with a fra-
mework which would allow fewer number of
start-ups to fail, he said.

“One part of it is the ELEVATE programme. Not
all start-ups need money to succeed. Some can
succeed with mentorship, some with market ac-
cess, some by getting their first client. The govern-
ment wants to facilitate all these. We have intro-
duced the preferential market access for start-ups
where government can be the first customer for
start-ups,” Mr. Kharge noted, adding that he is also
engaging with banks to understand where govern-
ment intervention is required.

The ELEVATE call, which recently closed, got
close to 900 applications in less than a month.
ELEVATE Unnati for start-ups with founders from
SC/ST communities has received 83 applications,
said Mr. Kharge.

He noted that the State is also keen to work
with start-ups to solve problems related to urban
infrastructure and mobility and an urban solu-
tions summit is being planned by Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar.

The Minister came down heavily on the central
government for the high angel tax and questioned
if the Centre is serious about Start-up India.

Source: The Hindu, p.1 &8, Jan 14, 2024
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Comingsoon: South

India’s largest Multimodal
Logistics Parkin Bengaluru

Groundwork begins on
400-acre facility aimed at
reducing overall logistics

costs from13%to 9%

—

MUTHI-UR-RAHMAN SIDDIQUI
BENGALURU, DHNS

roundwork has begun to con-

struct South India’s largest Multi-

modal Logistics Park (MMLP) at
Obalapura on the northern outskirts of
Bengaluru, with full-fledged construc-
tion slated to startin March.

Spreadover 400 acres, the MMLP will
provide a host of logistics, warehousing
and cold storage facilities thatare aimed
at reducing overall logistics costs from
13%to 9% and making exports competi-
tive. It willhandle about 30 million met-
ric tonnes of cargo by 2070.

The MMLP is expected to boost the
industrial areas in Bengaluru, Tumaku-
ruand the surrounding districts. Plus, it
willeliminate the need for trucks coming
into the city to deliver goods, reducing
traffic congestion.

TheRs1,770-crore projectis being de-
veloped by Bengaluru MMLP Pvt Ltd,
a special-purpose vehicle with three
stakeholders. The NHAI's National
Highways Logistics Management Lim-
ited (NHLML) owns the majority stake
(51.29%), followed by the Karnataka
Industrial Areas Development Board
(32.38%) and Rail Vikas Nigam Limited
(16.33%).

On August 29, 2023, the SPV signed
an agreement with private firm PATH
Bengaluru Logistics Park Pvt Ltd, which
will build the project under the Design,
Build, Finance, Operate and Transfer
(DBFOT) basis.

Aspertheagreement, the concession-

MULTI
MODAL

LOGISTICS
PARK

BENGALURU

aire will develop and operate warehous-
ing facilities while the NHLML will only
charge the lease.

Asthe name suggests, the MMLP will
facilitate connectivity through different
modes of transport. Its location is stra-
tegic: Onits eastern flank, the KIADB s
building anindustrial park. Onthe south
runs the Bengaluru-Hubballi-Mumbai
railway line while the north is bound by
the Satellite Town Ring Road’s Dobb-
spet-Doddaballapur-Hoskote stretch
(NH 648). The STRR will help connect
the MMLP with the Kempegowda In-
ternational Airport (55 km away) and
the Chennai port through the Bengalu-
ru-Chennai Expressway. Dobbspet,
known for its mechanical, automobile
and electrical engineering industries, is
about12km away.

The MMLP will be developedin three
phases. The first phase is to be complet-
ed in 2026, the second in 2034 and the
third in 2039. “The first phase is the
mostimportantand will be ready in two
years,”an official from the NHLML told
DH.

As part of the groundwork, the con-
tractor hasstarted clearing and levelling
the ground and erecting boundary pil-
lars. The foundation for an RCC plant
hasalso been dug, the official said.

In the first phase, the MMLP will get

road connectivitywith the surroundings.
Theseinclude a trumpetinterchange on
NH 648and afour-km-long commonac-
cessroad forthe MMLP and the KIADB
industrial park. A separate contractor
will be hired to construct the road, ac-
cording to the official.

In the second phase, the MMLP will
get 1.1-km-long sidings that will direct-
ly connect it to the main railway line
and the Dodbele train station by 2028.
A siding is a short railway track away
from the main line, where trains run at
low speeds. Rail Vikas Nigam Limited
(RVNL)will construct both sidings with-
inthe MMLP, the official said.

The MMLP will have also customs fa-
cilities where exporters can pay thereq-
uisite feesto processtheir consignments.

Accordingto the official, the MMLP’s
true potential will be realised when the
sidings come. Until then, it will be used
for general warehousing where trucks
canloadorunload and goods can be dis-
tributed further on.

“Trucks coming from the north
wouldn’t have to enter Bengaluru. They
can use the MMLP’s warehousing fa-
cilities for loading and unloading of
goods, which will be fully mechanised.
The goods can thenbe sentto the city by
small vehicles,” the official said.

G R Shanmugappa, president of the

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Jan 14, 2024
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BENGALURU’S OWN LOGISTICS HUB
Location: Obalapura, Nelamangala
taluk

Area: 406 acres (including common
road)

Cost: Rs 1,770 crore

Construction start date: March 2024
Deadline: Phase 1 (2026), Phase 2
(2034), Phase 3 (2039)
Implementing agency: Bengaluru
MMLP Pvt Ltd

Concessionaire: PATH Bengaluru
Logistics Park Pvt Ltd

Concession period: 45 years

Road: Next to National Highway 648
(STRR)

Rail: Next to Bengaluru-Hubballi-
Mumbai line; 1.1-km siding

Air: 55 km from KIA

Port: Chennai port through STRR and
Bengaluru-Chennai expressway
Land acquisition: KIADB has
acquired 291 acres out of the 406
acres required, and deposited
compensation for 90 more acres. The
acquisition of another 25 acres is in
process.

Federation of Karnataka State Lor-
ry Owners and Agents Association,
explained why the MMLP could be a
game-changer.

Trucks from, say Mumbai or Delhi,
can unload at the MMLP at any point
in time and go back. The goods can be
stockedatthe MMLP’s cold storage facil-
itiesand takeninto Bengaluruwhenever
required. “This will help truckersaswell
as businesses. Truckers wouldn’t have
to bribe the police within the city to get
clearances. Businesses can plan better.
Traffic within the city will also reduce,”
hesaid.

According to Shanmuggappa, the
MMLP’s cold storage facilities will help
increase the shelflife of fruits and other
produce. He called for similar logistics
parksinElectronics Cityand other parts
of Bengaluru.
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Karnataka signs MoUs
worth 322,000 crore

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka signed business
and technology contracts
worth ¥22,000 crore with
seven companies on day
two of the World Economic
Forum 2024 being held
currently at Davos.

According to a state-
ment released by the State
government, data centre
solutions provider Web
Werks signed an MoU with
Karnataka for setting up a
data centre park at an out-
lay of 320,000 crore. The
company also expressed
its intention to establish a
cutting-edge connectivity
hub to featuring hyper-
scaler data centres capabil-
ities in the city.

With Hitachi

Hitachi signed an MoU on
economic  development
through work in the rural
sector, healthcare, educa-
tion, and panchayat e-go-
vernance to create oppor-
tunities for people in the
State.

The company is plan-
ning to start M-Star Tele-
medicine Deployment
through Hitachi MGRM
Net, as per the statement.

Tech major Microsoft al-

so signed an MoU with the
government on working to-
wards skilling and gover-
nance initiatives. Under
Microsoft’s digital skilling
program, Microsoft RISE,
the company is proposed
to execute a digital skilling
initiative aimed at enhanc-
ing livelihood opportuni-
ties for under-served youth
in India, with a focus on
young girls/women, job
seekers, individuals with
disabilities, nano entrepre-
neurs, and those in regions
with low workforce partici-
pation, aspirational dis-
tricts, remote, and tribal
areas.

Four more firms
Additionally, four other
companies have entered
into MOUs with the State,
collectively valued at over
¥2,000 crore.

A high-power delega-
tion headed by M.B. Patil,
Minister for Large and Me-
dium Industries and Infras-
tructure Development, at
the World Economic Fo-
rum also held talks with
heads of Volvo Group, Nes-
tle, Sony, Inox Group, HP,
Lulu Group, Honeywell,
Takeda Pharma, Coinbase,
BL Agro, Till Man Global,
and others.

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Jan 18, 2024
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State yet again rated among best
performers in start-up ranking

Annual exercise by DPIIT assesses performance of States and UTs in seven reform areas

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

arnataka has
Kemerged as one of
the best perform-

ers in the fourth edition of
the States’ Start-up Rank-
ing, a yearly capacity
building exercise by the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT). The other
best performers include
Gujarat, Kerala, and Tamil
Nadu.

This is the fourth con-
secutive year that Karnata-
ka has bagged the top ho-

nour. The exercise was
launched in 2018. The re-
sults were announced by
Commerce & Industry Mi-
nister Piyush Goyal on Na-
tional Start-up day on
Tuesday.

The exercise assesses
the performance of States
and Union Territories
across seven reform areas
divided into 25 action
points.

The seven reform areas
include institutional sup-
port, fostering innovation
and entrepreneurship, ac-
cess to market, incubation
and mentorship support,

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Jan 18, 2024

funding support, capacity
building of enablers and
roadmap to sustainable
future.

The ‘best performer” tit-
le is awarded to States and
Union Territories with mo-
del State start-up ecosys-
tems that could be bench-
mark for other States to
follow. While the Bengalu-
ru, the State capital, also
adorns the title of ‘India’s
start-up capital’, there has
been push from the go-
vernment and other eco-
system players to encour-
age more start-up clusters
in the State under ‘Beyond

20

Bengaluru’. Mysuru, Hub-
bali, and Mangaluru have
seen some of these emerg-
ing clusters.

The Karnataka govern-
ment has also introduced
schemes like the ELEVATE
programme which offers
up to T50 lakh for innova-
tive early stage start-ups
for no equity in return and
the ELEVATE - Unnati pro-
gramme for start-ups with
founders from SC/ST com-
munities. The government
also recently introduced
preferential market access
for start-ups registered in
the State.



Boom
to bust

S42 billion

Start-up funding in 2021,
arecord high

670/0 Drop

infundingin2023
compared to 2022

Exits from unicoms in
Bengaluru between
September 2022 and
July2023

Funding winter: City’s
start-ups on thin ice

Karnataka has again emerged as one of the best performers in the National Start-up Awards 2022 announced

on January 16. However, Bengaluru, the capital of business ideas, has been reeling under a funding crunch
red

by global events. Experts tell Shilpa Elizabeth it could be a market correction, albeit a

ainful one

(Top) Drone-based geophysical surveys introduced by a start-up. (Above) Collaborative workspaces in Bengaluru. FILE PHOTOS

inay (name changed) was hired by an

Indian unicorn soon after he finished

his Master’s degree in June 2022. The

previous year had seen an unprece-
dented growth for several start-ups backed by an
abundant flow of investor capital. When he
joined the new workplace, traces of euphoria still
lingered in the air.

Soon though, things took a tumble. Global
economies slowed down. With the Russia-Uk-
raine and Israel-Pal-
estine wars, the glo-
bal supply chain and
trade outlook start-
ed looking bleak.
The tap dried up,
and 2023 saw the
lowest start-up fund-
ing in five years.

In September
2023, Vinay was laid
off. “The manager

i revenue
crunch as the rea-
son. A few more
were laid off along with me, and a few others quit
later. News spread that the company was not do-
ing well,” he recollects. Vinay later joined anoth-
er start-up, but he says things are not hunky-dory
there either. “We recently had a town hall where
the CEO announced that the company is strug-
gling and we may not get any raises this year.”

Indian

Vinay is one among the thousands in India
who got laid off in 2023 after a severe funding
winter left several companies high and dry. As
per data from global start-up data platform
Tracxn, tech ies in India saw funding to

market has
toopenup.
Globally,
one of the
hx), sources
of funding is
pension. But
Ing
pension
funds are
not
investing.

TV.
MOHANDAS
PAL

Chairman, 30ned
Capital

the tune of $8.3 billion in 2023, a 67% drop from
the previous year. While experts differ on wheth-
er the dry period will continue or if the worst is
behind us, there is a consensus on one thing —
that a market correction is underway.

The great Indian start-up splurge

Start-up funding hit a record of $42 billion in
2021. High on the venture money, several start-
ups hired in significant numbers; they went on
acquisition sprees and splurged on marketing.
Valuation numbers sk)rockued ‘The year saw
the birth of 42 new unicorns in India, the highest
ever. The list included names like Meesho, Up-
Grad, CRED, ShareChat, and BharatPe, among
others.

Pranav (name changed), who joined a unicorn
around that time, remembers how he was as-
tounded to see the extravagance. “T heard the en-
tire company took a trip to Thailand almost a
year before I joined,” he says. The start-up’s val-
uation had hit $7.5 billion that year.

And then the bubble burst. In 2022, overall
funding in the Indian start-up ecosystem came
down to $25 billion, a 40% decrease: ed to
the previous year. Thmgs got even worse in 2023.

“On one hand, there were the global macroe-

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Jan 19, 2024
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conomic conditions and difficult access to funds
with slow economic growth. But the other factor
‘was the huge investments in everything digital in
COVID-19 times. The assumption was that it was
going to continue at the same pace,” says Sangee-
ta Gupta, senior vice-president and chief strategy
officer at NASSCOM. But as people came back to
the real world, there was an increased focus on
the return on investments, and reassessments
happened on the investments made. This im-
pacted the potential acceleration in some mar-
kets, she says.

Lack of domestic capital
As much as the macroeconomic conditions and
the start-up founders’ non-adherence to business
fundamentals contributed to the crisis, the ab-
sence of domestic capital in the Indian start-up
ecosystem has only aggravated the situation.
Some of the biggest Limited Partners (LP) in
the world are from the US, Canada,

What went vvrong

Some of the reasons given by industry
‘experts for the downslide:

«Hugeinvestmentsin
digital during COVID-19
and an assumption that il
continue at the same pace
«Startup founders’ non-
adherence to business
fundamentals
«Global macroeconomic
conditions

« High exposure of start
ups toglobalfluctuations

«Absence of

\ N domestic capital
Ny, inthestartup
-, ecosystem

GRAPHIC: SEBASTIAN FRANCIS

work effects’, disregarding the costs and profita-
bility. This, in turn, could have led to a decreased
confidence among the investors that these ven-
tures are unlikely to survive without continuous
capital infusion,” says Prof. Bhagavatula. “Fur-
thermore, the absence of mergers and acquisi-
tions coupled with the poor performance of list-
ed start-ups does not seem to give any exit
options for investors, leading to this winter,” he
adds.

If the investments were earlier heavily skewed
towards unicorns, there is investor interest and
activity in early-stage start-ups lately. The pace,
however, is still slow. “There is enough dry powd-
er available with VCs. But earlier, any start-up
with a reasonable average idea could raise mo-
ney. Now the bar has been raised,” says Madan
Padaki, President at The Indus Entrepreneurs -
Bangalore. He feels that cautiousness is good as it
pushes start-ups o lhmk more aboul revenue
models,

and the Middle East. These include funds like the
Alaska Permanent Fund, Ontario Teacher’s Pen-
sion Plan, GIC and Abu Dhabi Investment Author-
ity among others. VC firms raise money from
such LPs, and consequently, the Indian start-up
ecosystem is exposed to global fluctuations.

“The Indian institutional market has to open
up for India to be a dominant player. Globally,
one of the big sources of funding for technology,
venture, and start-ups is pension. But Indian pen-
sion funds are not investing,” notes T.V. Mohan-
das Pai, Chairman at 30ne4 Capital and former
Infosys board member. “The total money coming
into the pension system is around 5 lakh crore.
1f35,000 crore can be invested into ventures and
start-ups, it would be a good start. But there is no
such regulation, and hence they are not invest-
ing,” says Pai.

“The Union Ministry of Finance is hostile to

the tax issues of

start-ups. The reg-
ulatory system is
hostile. The latest
Theentreccosysiem  oFitons by KBt
needs to make sure that
while there may be e:
money available ina
future cycle, you don't

NBFCs cannot in-
lose sight of the business

vest in Alternate
Investment Funds
fundamentals.
SANGEETA GUPTA

(AIF). 1t is a very
authoritarian, ill-
Senior vice-president and chief
strategy officer at NASSCOM

advised circular,”
Pai says, not minc-
ing words. The cir-
cular was issued
last December to
prevent questionable bank transfers, but he
notes that when such blanket bans are imposed,
the genuine players also get hurt in the process.

Layoffs, loud and silent

A major repercussion of the funding winter has
been mass layoffs. According to data from the in-
ternational layoffs tech companies gave the
pink slip to around 17,000 people in India from
2023 to date.

Suresh Bhagavatula, professor at the Indian In-
stitute of Management - Bangalore, notes that the
availability of easy money in 2021 also created a
salary bubble for talent: “I heard some insane
stories of how start-ups recklessly sought talent
atany cost, bumping up the remunerations. Now,
these start-ups are trying to rectify the situation.”

Not all layoffs have been explicit, says Pranav
who quit the unicorn and joined another start-up
in 2023. “I have been seeing a trend of ‘silent
layoffs” Instead of directly laying people off, com-
panies would give them lower ratings, nudging
them to leave.” Auord.mg 1o data l’rum a sludy

Frugal, profitable

‘Within the start-ups too, similar sentiments echo.
“There was a point when so much money was
ing pumped in that it was becoming unrealistic
‘what companies were doing with it. Companies
thought the tailwinds of the pandemic were nev-
er going to go away,” says Pranav, who holds
shares of the unicorn he used to work at. When
the company valuation more than doubled in
2021, the value of his shares went up by 2.5x.

As the funding winter set in, several start-ups,
including Byju's, Ola, Udaan, Swiggy (ater
marked up by 9%), PharmEasy, Pine Labs and
Oyo, were marked down. The value of Pranav’s
stocks has also fallen with the news of an impend-
ing down round of his former employer.

“There’s a higher focus among companies
now on being frugal. For example, earlier for
long travel we were allowed business class. That’s
not the case anymore. There is a stronger focus
on driving more organic business leads and a
higher focus on efficiency,” he says.

Marketing spend has been significantly re-
duced. Several jobs, especially related to content
and design, are being moved from the West to In-
dia. “Earlier companies thought it was important
to have a presence in the West as part of the mar-
ket expansion. There are still field roles in those
regions. But content and design jobs are coming
back to India, and that alone helps companies
save 350-60 lakh. More stable people, not neces-
sarily from the founding team, are being hired to
head start-ups now; no more ‘showy’ CEOS,” says
Pranav.

Learning from a crisis

Bengaluru, being the start-up capital and Silicon
Valley of India, has been impacted significantly
due to the funding crunch. According to the Kar-
nataka Mid-Year Review of State Finances 2023-
24, the start-up funding in the State dropped by a
whopping 80% in 2023 compared to the previous

year.
Priyank Kharge, Karnataka’s IT-BT Minister,
says since November, the government has been
engaging with the VCs in a first-of-its-kind move.
“They are evolving a blueprint for the govern-
ment to understand how we can help start-ups
add more value,” says Kharge, who swiftly clari-
fies that he is not referring to the ‘valuation
game. “One of the biggest reasons for this ven-
ture winter is the valuation game that people
have been playing. Once the blueprint is ready,
we will reach out to the start-ups,” he says.
According to him, the government is also com-
ing up with a framework that would allow fewer
start-ups to fail. Under it its ELEVATE programme,

y market i
company Private Circle, between September
2022 and July 2023, up to 111 Indian unicorns wit-
nessed an attrition rate of 4.72%. Their data also
showed that in Bengaluru alone, 41,208 em-
ployees exited the unicorns in the same period.

“The other part of this is that companies are
not spending a lot of time on retaining talent un-
less they are exceptional. Earlier, there was an
option of negotiating. You could take an offer let-
ter to your employer and ask if they were ready to
match it. That has reduced,” says Pranav.

Cautious investor

One of the clear outcomes of the churn is the de-
creased investor confidence in unicorns and late-
stage start-ups that have been chasing growth
without paying attention to business models or
profitability. “With access to easy money, start-
ups pursued vanity metrics and the elusive ‘net-

the grantof up
10 350 lakh to early-stage start-ups. Under prefe-
rential market access, the government aims to
promote public procurement from start-ups.

Padaki notes that there is also a need to crack
financing for start-ups at a structural level, as ma-
ny banks still hesitate to provide collateral-free
loans to start-ups. Above all, it's important to
codify the lessons from this crisis so that it can be
averted in the future, he says.

NASSCOM's Gupta agrees. “The entire ecosys-
tem needs to make sure that while there may be
easy money available in a future cycle, you don't
lose sight of the business fundamentals,” he says.
“It doesn’t mean you don’t raise VC money or
spend on marketing. It's about keeping in mind
the right ratios and balances, thinking about your
growth outcomes, planning for your talent ca-
pacity, and preparing for a rainy day because
these cycles will become even shorter.”

Back to Contents




EDUCATION

Majority oppose 4-yr degree
programme at SEP meet

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: A large majori-
ty of educationists during a
discussion called by the com-
mittee framing the State
Education Policy (SEP) said
they weren’t in favour of the
four-year degree program-
meand themultipleentryand
exit programmes.

The meeting attended by
68 invited experts, at the Kar-
nataka State Higher Educa-
tion Council on Wednesday,
discussed the four-year un-
dergraduate programme
launched in 2021 as part of the
National Education Policy
(NEP). “Except foroneortwo
members, others felt that the
three-year programme sho-
uld be reinstated. They felt
most colleges did not have
the infrastructure to roll
out the fourth year. Many
saidtherearenospecificad-
vantages to this,” said an
educationist who attended
the meeting. A former pro-

POLICY OF CONTENTION

fessor shared his experien-
ce of introducing a five-ye-
ar integrated/honours co-
urse, which had to be shut
down as there were no ta-
kers for the fifth year.

The experts were also
against the multiple entry
and exit optionsrolled out as
partof NEP. “This will result
in more number of dropouts
inthesystem. Atatimewhen
thestateisalready facingthe
challenge of a low higher
education gross enrolment
ratio, such moves will only
enhance the chances of stu-
dents getting out of the sy-

stem sooner,” said another ex-
pert. The interim report of
the committee on the four-ye-
ar programme will be submit-
ted in January-end.

Meanwhile, a sample
survey conducted by All In-
dia Save Education Com-
mittee (AISEC), a group of
students, professors and
educationists, found that
95% students and lecturers
want the four-year degree
programme to be with-
drawn and the time-tested
three-year programme to
continue. The survey re-
sults will be submitted to
the SEP committee.

NEP was implemented in
the state’s higher education
space in 2021. The move by the
state government, under then
higher education minister
CN Ashwath Narayan, was
widely criticised for rushing
through the procedure and
launching it without enough
preparation.

Fullreport:toi.in

Source: The Times of India, p. 2, Jan 13, 2024.
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7.6% youth not enrolled in school
or college in Mysuru: ASER

Annual survey focused on

14-18 age group for first time

BENGALURU, DHNS

he Annual Status of Ed-
Tucation Report (Rural)

2023 - Beyond Basics
hasrevealed thatthe learning
levelsneedsto beimproved in
Karnataka.

This time, they picked My-
surudistrict in Karnataka for
the survey and visited 1,194
households in 60 villages
covering 1,300 youths and
found 7.6% youth not en-
rolledinschool orcollege and
68% youth can read at least
a std 2 level text (14-16 age)
and only 58% can read basic
English.

Theannual survey brought
out by non-profit Pratham, fo-
cused onthe14-18age group
for the first time.

The report stated that

when it comes to literacy nu-
meracy of the 14-16 age group
38.4% can do division. This
percentage is 35.3 among
17-18 age groups. 58.9% can
read Basic English between
14 to 16 age group, it is 66.1%
inl17to18.

Mysuru reported only 2%
of their youth population
not enrolled in any of the
educational institutions as
against the average 7% in
the age group of 14-16 years.
However, the percentage is
19% among 17-18-year-olds.
71% students are enrolled in
government institutions in
school and about half among
the 17-18-year-olds.

Those engagedinvocation-
al training programmes are
poor, 4% in 14-16-year-olds
and 7% in 18-19 vyear olds.

Mysuru reported only 2% of their youth population not
enrolled in any of the educational institutions as against the
average 7% in the age group of 14-16 years.

GRAPHIC FOR REPRESENTATION

44.3% enrolled for human-
ities/arts and only 20% for
STEM courses.

Digital divide
However, ownership of digital
devicesisgood amongyouths

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, Jan 18, 2024
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in Karnataka. 88.6% have a
smart phone athome.

Of which, 96.1% can use,
57% never accessed any on-
line services, 81% were able
to browse for information
and 93% could find You-

Tube video and 84.2% could
bring a smartphone to do
digital tasks and 93% used
social media during the sur-
vey week.

National statistics
Looking at the national
picture, only 77% in the
17-18-year-old category could
read class 2 textbooks, only
35% could do division. At the
sametime, 58%students could
dividein Bihar’s Muzzafarpur,
54% in Uttar Pradesh’s Hath-
ras.

In Kerala’s Ernakulam
61% could divide, Tamil Na-
du’s Perambalur had 49%
students capable of doing
division.

Telangana’s Khammam
(18%) and Maharashtra’s
Nanded (32%) fared even
poorer.

Meanwhile, the national
findings reveal that learning
trajectory over grades 5, 6,7
and 8 were relatively flat.

For example, the differ-
ence between learning levels
instd 7 versus std 6 or 5is not
very much.



Only 69% in 14-16 group can
read class 2 books Survey

Just 38% Do

Division; 85%

Smartphone
Literate

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Learning levels
in Karnataka continue to be
dismal: Only 69% in the 14-16
age group could fluently read a
class 2 textbook; 38% could do
division and 59% read at least
one English sentence. Some
77% in the 17-18 age group co-
uld read class 2 textbooks, and
just 35% could do division.

These findings are part of
the ‘Annual Status of Educa-
tion Report (Rural)-2023 Be-
yond Basics’ released on Wed-
nesday. The only redeeming fe-
ature is the high digital litera-
cy among the youth.

ASER is a nationwide, citi-
zen-led household survey to
understand how 14-18-year-
olds are currently doing. The
survey was held in 28 districts
in 26 states. In Karnataka, My-
suru was chosen as the repre-
sentative district for the sur-
vey, where 1,194 households
were covered.

In Mysuru district, at least
85% of the youthssurveyed ha-
ve a smartphone and 95%
know how to operate it. Some
90% use it for educational pur-
pose at least once a week, 93%
for social media, only 39%
know how to block a profile
and 47% know how to make an
account private.

According to the survey,
44% of students in Mysuru ha-
ve taken arts/humanities,
34% commerce and 20% scien-

LEARNING HURDLES

Photo for reprcsemanon

Basic readmg 14-16 years
Basic reading | 17-18 years 65 86
Basic arithmetic | 14-16 years 32 43
Basic arithmetic | 17-18 years 25 42
Basic English | 14-16 years 53 63
Basic English | 17-18 years 56 73 /i >
Teaching continues to be 14-16 year-olds 17-18 year-olds
in the same format, Calculating time | 43 49
emphasising rote learning, Adding weights | 58" 67
which forms the basis of the Measuring length | 92 94
evaluation system. The Measuring length (hard) | 48 58
education system needs Applying unitary method | 49 55
to evolve by equipping Managing budget | 66/ 72
teachers with right tools & Applying discount | 35 43
information, an expert said Calculating repayment | 8 9
ce-related subjects. 29.3% boys want to be cop, 20.9% girls teacher

Mysuru had only 2% of
their youth population not en-
rolled in any educational insti-
tution as against the average

% in the 14-16 age group. Ho-
wever, it’s 19% in the 17-18 age
group. While 71% students in
the 14-16 age bracket are enrol-
led in government schools,
about half of the 17-18 group
are in government institu-
tions. Those engaged in voca-
tional training programmes is
verylow:4% inthel4-16 cluster
and 7% in the 18-19 group.

“We've been conducting
surveys on learning miscon-
ceptions over several years.
Wegivethem atest,and tryto
understand what led these
students towards the wrong
answer. As per the survey, 70-
80% primary class students
struggled in division, 75%
had difficulty in understan-
dingfractionsand65% made
errors in decimal division.
In English, students strugg-
led with subject-verb agree-

The survey has thrown some
surprising revelations about
career aspirations of youthsin
the14-18 age group. The report
isbased ontheresponse of
1,300 youths from 1,194
households in 60 villages
(Mysuru Rural).

According to the findings,

29.3% of males wantto become
police, while 20.9% of females,
teachers. After police jobs, the
top picks of males are engineer
(15%), army (8.6%), and
teacher (5.8%). After teaching,
women are interested in doctor
(19.1%), police (11.6%),
engineer (11.1%). TN

ments and comprehension,”
said Pranav Kothari, CEO of
Educational Initiatives, an
ed-tech platform.

“The disappointing factor
is the trend has been continu-
ingover the past several years.
Teaching continues to be in
the same format, emphasizing
rote learning, which forms the
basis of the evaluation sy-
stem. While we’ve seen some
progress among teachers, our
education system needs to
evolve by equipping teachers
with the right information
and tools,” headded.

Source: The Times of India, p.5, Jan 18, 2024

24

“Unless we make a big
change in the teaching-lear-
ning approach, we’ll keep get-
ting these results. It all begins
with a vision to significantly
transform the learning levels
of ourstudents. Teachersneed
to be trained and empowered
with righttools. Students need
to be remediated and not just
moved from one class to anot-
her. We can help if there is an
enabling public-private part-
nership policy in Karnataka,”
agreed Sumeet Mehta, CEO
and co-founder, LEAD Group,
aschool ed-tech company.



30 univs in K'taka default on
ombudsman appointments

NLSIU, BCU &
RGUHS Feature
On UGC List

SruthySusan.Ullas
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: At least 23 state
universities and seven priva-
te universities in Karnataka
haven’tfollowed the diktat of
the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) to appoint
ombudspersons on their
campuses to address stu-
dents’ concerns.

Following the notifica-
tionof the UGC (Redressal of
Grievance of Students) Re-
gulations 2023 on April 11 last
year, the universities were
asked to appoint their om-
budspersons in 30 days. This
was followed by several re-
minders from the UGC inclu-
ding one on Dec 5 which had
set the deadline of Dec 31 for
the appointments.

Thelist of defaulting uni-
versities was published by
the UGC on Wednesday. At le-
ast 30 universities from Kar-
nataka were featured among
them. This included promi-
nent ones like the National
Law School of India Univer-
sity (NLSIU), Bengaluru Ci-
ty University (BCU), Banga-

An ombudsperson shall be a
retired vice-chancellor or a
retired professor (who has
worked as dean/HOD) and has
10 years of experience as a
professor at a state/central
university/institution of
national importance/deemed-
to-be-university or a former
district judge.

The ombudsperson shall
hear appeals from an
aggrieved student only after
the student has availed all
other remedies provided under
these regulations, and resolve
the grievances within 30 days
of receiving the appeal.

The universities
that have already
appointed
ombudspersons &
student grievance
cells have to put
up the contacts
prominently on
the campus for
students to
approach them

WHAT THE REGULATION SAYS

Every institution shall
constitute such number of
students’ Grievance Redressal
Committees (SGRC) as may be
required to consider
grievances of the students,
with the following
composition, namely: a) a
professor-chairperson; b)
four professors/senior
faculty members of the
institution as members, and
¢) a representative from
among students to be
nominated on academic
merit/excellence in sports/
performance in co-curricular
activities-special invitee.

lore North University, Uni-
versity of Visvesvaraya Col-
lege of Engineering (UVCE),
and Rajiv Gandhi University
of Health Sciences (RGUHS).

NLSIU declined to com-

ment. However, some univer-
sities said they have already
made appointments and the
same has been conveyed to
UGC. “We've already appoin-
ted former BNU vice chan-

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Jan 19, 2024
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cellor Kemparaju as our om-
budsman and the same has
been communicated to
UGC,” said BCU vice-chen-
cellor Lingaraju Gandhi.

Some others said they are
currently working on it.
RGUHS vice-chancellor MK
Ramesh said: “We already
have a student welfare body.
We will add more duties for
them based on the new regu-
lations. Weareat it.”

“If we haven’t appointed
an ombudsman, we will do it
immediately. At the same ti-
me, we have been in touch
with students and are add-
ressing all their concerns,”
said B Muthuraman, chair-
person of the board of gover-
nors, UVCE.

The universities that ha-
vealready appointed ombud-
spersons and student grie-
vance cells have to display
the contacts prominently on
the campus for students to
approach them, according
tothecircular. Stakeholders
and the general public may
write to the UGC if any in-
stitute doesn’t have an om-
budsperson/SGRC or their
details are not available in
the publicdomain.

As many as 256 state uni-
versities, 162 private univer-
sities, two deemed universi-
ties, and one central univer-
sity feature on thelist.



8 non-performing skill
edu agencies to face heat

TiMes News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Cracking down
on eight project implement-
ing agencies (PIAs) that failed
to provide skill education to
candidates even after receiv-
ing financial aid from the
government under the Deen
Dayal Grameen Kaushalya
Yojana, the government has
instructed officials to black-
list the agencies.

At a meeting on Thursday,
Sharan Prakash Patil, minis-
ter for medical education, skill
development, and livelihood,
made plain his displeasure and
instructed officials to file crim-
inal cases in jurisdictional
police stations against the
agencies. He also instructed
officials to cease issuing ten-
ders to such firms in the fu-
ture. The scheme is imple-
mented by both the central and
state governments.

While emphasising the
need to regularly review pro-
gress of National Rural Liveli-
hood Mission, Patil said the
government will move to re-
cover the Rs 74.6 crore — with
interest — paid to the PIAs that
violated the scheme’s rules.

“Agencies falling short of
achieving desired training
goals will be deemed default-
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GREEN SCENE: Siddaramaiah and DK Shivakumar inaugurated the
Basavanna-themed Republic Day flower show at Lalbagh on Thursday

ers, and action will be taken
against officials who released
funds to these non-compliant
entities,” Patil said.

To ensure accountability,
Patil instructed officials to
collect comprehensive details
of these agencies operating
from other states and inform
the Centre. An investigation
was also ordered against un-
qualified agencies that falsely
promised training, with a
warning of strict discipli-
nary action against officials
failing to act.

The minister mandated
monthly visits to training cen-

Source: The Times of India, p.6, Jan 19, 2024
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tres at district and taluk levels
and directed lower-rung offi-
cials to submit regular pro-
gress reports to superiors.
Monthly meetings will be held
to review progress, and the
minister warned strict action
will be taken against lax staff.

The Deen Dayal Grameen
Kaushalya Yojana, launched
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in September 2014, aims
to empower unemployed youth
by providing free vocational
training or skill education to
individuals aged 18 to 35 years,
facilitating their employment
in the private sector.



Police, teacher, doctor are top
career options for rural kids

42% OF HIMACHAL TEENS WANT TO JOIN ARMY

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: India’s rural
children eye a career path in
police, teaching, medicine,
Army, and engineering,
while the least preferred ar-
eas are sports, agriculture,
bureaucracy and household
work. However, professional
aspirationsareclearly driven
by gender, with Army (13.8%)
and police (13.6%) emerging
as top two choices among the
boys. Teachers (16 % ) and doc-
tors (14.8%) were the most
common choices, with police
(12.5% ) emerging as the third
most popular choice among
girls. Police is a choice where
the gender gap is lowest.

A rider here is that 21%
of rural children in the age
group of 14 to 18 come in the
category of “don't know/
have not thought about it”,

ASER 2023 SURVEY

and 2.1% are those who
“don’t want to work”.

The ASER 2023 “Beyond
Basics” data also shows re-
gional sentiments diverge
widely from that of the na-
tional picture. A case in point
is while over a third of girls
from Hathras (Uttar Pra-
desh) were unable to identify
a work aspiration, in both
Dhamtari  (Chhattisgarh)
and Solan (Himachal Pra-
desh) the most common pre-
fernce among girls was to be-
come teachers or doctors.

Regional deviation is
stark as seen in the micro-da-
ta. While police is the most
preferred choice of children
and which is equally popular
among girls in Karnataka,
Maharashtra and Gujarat,
teaching ranks as the nume-
ro uno choice among girls in

% YOUTH BY THEIR WORK ASPIRATIONS, BY SEX TOP 3 STATE FOR
mvk ;emek w 5 POPULAR CHOICES
Don'tknow 199 22 N1 e Mple Fergple
Police 136 12.5 NN 13 Kamataia 2h| 116
Teacher 6 16 [N 11.4 Police | Maharashtra 28.1| 20.9
Doctor 7.1 4.8 NN 113 Gujarat 152 | 148
Army 138 2.4 [N 7.7 Tripura 229|315
Other 7.9 6.8 [IM73 Teacher | Rajasthan 20.4| 33.6
Engineer 9.6 3.4 M 6.3 Chhattisgarh 99| 23
Nurse 0.5 8.4 -4.8 ‘ 18K 313/ 417
~ Anygovtjob 54 39 Il 45 & boctor |Utarpraden |62 239
oA o wr:: l; ;; :22'l Arunachal Pradesh | 16.2 | 15.7
Own or family enterprise 3.4 0.6 1.9 Himachal Pradesh [e] 6.8
Any privatejob 25 0.8 | 1.6 Army | Uttarakhand 39| 7
PS 11 1714 Nagaland 305| 44
Agriculture-related work 25 0.4 ] 1.4 Tamil Nadu 24| 35
Householdwork 0.9 1.6 1.3 Engineer | Andhra Pradesh | 16.3| 11.1
Sportsperson 22 0.3 1.2 # Karnataka 15/ 11.1
Tripura, Rajasthan and females showing preference vey(PLFS)2022-23showsthat

Chhattisgarh, with more
than30% girlsaspiringtobea
teacher in the first two states.
Nationally, another pop-
ular option, Army, is the lead-
ing choice in the three hill-
states of Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Nagaland.
However, girls’ preference for
the Army in these states are
7% and less. Engineering,
which is among the top five
professional pursuits rural
children are eyeing, is high-
est in the southern region of
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pra-
desh and Karnataka, where
the percentage of males pre-
ferring this field is over 15%
inall the three states.
Comparatively, from 2017,
the first time Pratham Foun-
dation surveyed rural chil-
dren of this age group, males
aimingtojoin Army orpolice
or becoming engineers, and

for teaching and medicine re-
mains unchanged over the
last seven years. Police isnow
the third top choice for girls,
ahead of becominganurse.

Analysis of data of the
surveyed girls who participa-
ted in the Focus Group Dis-
cussions (FGDs) amplify the
fact that “the socioeconomic
context of the location in
which these girls were living
and growing up made a huge
difference to their thinking
about the possibilities for fu-
ture work” as in many cases
these “girls’ future had little
leeway for individual
choice,” as their “... skills did
not reflect their aspirations,
but simply means of generat-
ing some supplemental in-
come for the household.”

A deviation the report
highlighted is that while the
Periodic Labour Force Sur-

Source: The Times of India, p.10, Jan 19, 2024

58.4% of individuals in rural
Indiawork inagriculture, the
ASER report showed that
this sector does not hold aspi-
rational value for children.
Agriculture is often asso-
ciated with failing school and
dropping out, and the data
shows a meagre 1.4% chil-
dren aged 14-18 want to pur-
sue agriculture as their pri-
mary work. As per thereport,
“Rather, it is seen as hard la-
bour and associated with
having to work long hours in
the sun. Some youth said that
their parents aspired for
them to do ‘better’ than they
have by pursuing a more ‘re-
spectable’ line of work.”
Withasmanyaslinevery
4 children surveyed not able
to name a future work op-
tion, the role of schools was
also analysed, the role they
need to play but often don’t.

Back to Contents
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Use scientific methods to capture smugglers

crimes,”says Desai. The sighting of pangolins in these  inthenotionthatillegal wildlifetradeis  present the case in front of the court.  —
Wildlife trafficking, An official from the Directorate of regmns has come down drastically,she  a low-risk business with high returns.  Thisis helping us toimprove conviction
Reyenue Intelligence, for instance,  adds.“Th their  “Ur rate,”he says. Have your say
states that though the of the forest dwellers who get uught for Unfortunately. as dismal rates of - .
Indiah fficials icinal qualiti says. hunting Is and not the syndi- ion and even detection have  Toexpress your opinion, e-mail us
i 1 ! sever- Several other animals with specific mtethatcremesthedﬁnand andsupply  prevailed over decades, time is run-  at: insight@deccanherald.co.in
form of ised cnmu roles in the are in danger  chain,"says Uttara. ning out for several of India’s critically
after smuggling nl drugs, human traf-  casesin courtagainst theseindividuals.  today. “Body parts and derivatives are Kirupasankar explams thata ma;or endangered and endemic species. The
“K: i the

ficking, and counterfeiting”say

s0. There is great difficulty in other re-

mostly traded in the international and
domestic market for alternative med-

deterrent to judicial
lack of concrete evidence. “Coum fol-

gingarecvolinginanincreasinglyglo-
li

ter wile trafficking team at Wildlife  gions,” the official says. icines. ment. and other purposes. A Ani-  low certain procedures and seek proof  balised illeg; trade market. If
Conservation Society of India. of erime. Unlike other cases, providing methodsof mvesngaureand tackling
The consequences are traded in the domestic market for  eye-witnesses and snbsmrmve proof is. po1chmg syndnca(es do not
Lowprosemtlon rates Ti iferation of red poses.’ shesuys ildlife crime,” he says.
' glimpse Theil ibt has Thereis also a need nf lhe game, lndlas

puachels Accurdmg to data available
from India’s Wildlife Crime Control
Bureau (WCCB) and attached police
authorities, over 9,253 poachers were

ofexotic species. The species of turtleis

animpact

as the removal of select species canre-
An

cialist such as forensics to
lack]e poachers and bring down net-
works.

Ki

savs his department

highly invasive.

The 2020 World Wildlife Crime Re-

al
mcludmg [orcstdepanmems ofvanous

arrested between 2012 and 2018 in the The species, traded as pets, breeds

country, but the rate of conviction was  faster compared to local varieties and

Jjust2%. also outcompetes endemic species for Marburg  intelli; ichis lacking,
“Itishardtoquantifythetotalnatural  food. The turtles, originating from the  vir i Y topreventwildlife crime.

wildliferesource loss, asin the majority Mexico, RS .and the mostrecent

ofthe cases, the crimes ar evenre- iggled through Chennai  pandemic-Covid-1

ported,”says Nithin Desai, the director  and Tri lcl\y ’l‘oday. lhare is a massive  areas where close human wildlifecon-  Experts suggest that the forest depart-

of Central India Wildlife P bodies of Chandi- ,asin wetmarkets, ment form special task forces that can

ciety of India.

In a 2023 report, researchers Ajay
Kumar Rana and Nishant Kumar state
that international wildlife trafficking
networks mainly operate through long
porous international borders or tran-
sit routes in Uttar Pradesh, Karnata-
ka, West Bengal, Raj; Madhya

garh, temple ponds of Guwahati, lakes of
Bengaluru, the water bodies of Mumbai
and Delhi’s Yamunariver.

“Invasive species (like the rcdcared

take action on wildlife crimes and see

of technology
The advancement of technology has

logical end. For instance,
Madhya Pradesh, which reports one of
he high bers of ti i

fear gex

slider) take over these feed-
ing on selective species of ﬁsh which
llative species also depend on. This will

pertsabout i

life crime. The existence of chat rooms

for those looking to smuggle wildlife
A h P I

Pradesh, and Assam. According to
TRAFFIC, jorit i i

odwerslty, s:lys Desai.

toIndiaaretraded offto China, Mexico,
Indonesia, New Guinea, the Solomon
Islands, parts of the Caribbean Islands,
and other countries in Southeast Asia
and Europe,

1g of certain species
Inke the pangolin can also threaten the
survival of forests in the long run. Pan-
golins are regarded as guardians of the
forests for their ability to keep termite
populauons in check ‘and prevem tree

P p
of how technology can be harnessed by
criminals, according to officials.

The online trading of wildlife posesa
great challenge to forest

iger-p g
cases, has instituted the State Tiger
Strike Force withdedicatedstaffand
infrastructure to address wildlife
crime.

Dhiraj Singh Chauhan, in
charge of the strike force, says
they have received a mandate
from the 0 go to

across the country. A majority do not
have the required infrastructure and
expertise to even report such sales.

These poaching have

continued to function due to the lack  animportant: mlemaeraung thesoil. where the agencies are lagging.” says accused of pcadlmgsever—
of a concerted effort to prevent these Pangolins are the most trafficked  KirupasankarM, regi i animall
crimes. “The global organised crimes  mammals in the world. According o tor ofthe WCCB. in the national parks of

syndicate is so strong and wide-reach-
ing in the Western and Eastern Ghats,

est fires. They pl

the Center for Biological Diversity,
some Asian pangolin spccies have de-

“It her a different ball game,

any extent to catch culprits.
“Recently, we picked up one
of the poachers from Be-
lagaviin Karnataka. He was

The forest department is already
falling short in the detection and pros-

Madhya Pradesh. The
dedicated team will

megadiverse eco-
systems will pay
theprice.

M Reptiles

ecution of forms of wildlife  file the case, collect B Mammals
Unless there is a consortium effort of  “Over the last decade, there has been  crimes. “We can deter wildlife crime  the evidence and W Timber
variousdepartmentsincluding  an increase in the number of poaching  only when the conviction and pun- Marine species
p— customs, police,intelligence  casesofpangolinsinnortheasternstates ~ ishment rate increases,” says Kiru- W Birds
., andothers, we will never  and lhe Western Ghats,” says Uttara  pasankar.
 beable to prevent these i ildlife trad Poor rates B Insects
) B Amphibians

g . Annually, illegal India is a megadiverse Nearly half
- wildlife trade country with 2.4%
accounts for nearly of the land area, of al_l species
$23 billion | acountingfor 7-8% of _seizedat
the world's species. airports were
More than reptiles

This includes:
About
91,000
species of

animals

25,500
species of

plants

Endemic species make up more than
half of India’s amphibian population

Mammals| g | 12.6%

8irds|_g4.5%

bone:

Reptiles|— Jeh]458%

Amphibians * 55.8%

L — 4 Inindias airports,
Tigers RS +0ver 70000 wildanimals were
indanger TGk e Faces inoles 2011-20, betuio

3,377 tigers were seized between

January 2000 and June 2022 globally.

India, China
and Indonesia
account for

Almost one-
third of all
seizure incidents

» But the rate of conviction was just 2%.

= Wildlife derivatives weighing
over 4,000 kg were seized at
airports.

Mode of smuggling in airports

» Trafficking
e

Iwmeaimunm

nwmngl 7
declaration
53% of these ted species.

selzures.

involved whole

tigers. passenger clothing, footwear,

luggageand
personal baggage | and other weanbles
Outof 1,319 tigers,

665 were alive and 654 were dead.

This protects native species and their parts and

n India, wildlife is derivatives from being traded to extinction.

protected against hunting,
trade and other forms of
exploitation through the
Wildlife (Protection) Act of

The highest
number of tiger  Madhya Pradesh
trafficking cases  (108)

were recorded
infour Indian

India is home to
more than half of
the global wild

Similarly, this regulates
the trade of exotic species,
their parts and products

Despite the

Karnataka
(83) restrictions,

of wildlife is further
regulated through India’s

Legal

tiger population. sges:

Maharashtra | Uttar Pradesh
(105) 77)

protections

The import and export ‘

wildlife trafficking
into other countries. 2

export-import policy.

1972 of India.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Jan 14, 2024
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Rainfall rising in over half of India’s
sub-districts, says four-decade study

About 11% of tehsils witnessed reducing rainfall, of which 87% saw a decline during the critical kharif sowing months; many districts saw extreme

deficiencies and excesses even during ‘normal’ monsoon; several tehsils of Maharashtra, Goa, Odisha, West Bengal report increasing winter rainfall

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

ainfallis increasing
Rin more than half
of India’s 4,400-

odd tehsils or sub-districts,
says a granular analysis of
changes in the Indian mon-
soon, conducted for the
first time at the tehsil level.
While 55% of tehsils have
seen a rise in rainfall,

about 11% have expe-
rienced a fall.
Worryingly, the de-

crease occurred largely
during the critical south-
west monsoon. In fact, of
the tehsils experiencing
lower rainfall, about 68%
saw reduced rainfall in all
the monsoon months from
June to September, while
87% showed a decline dur-
ing the initial monsoon
months of June and July,
which are crucial for the
sowing of kharif crops.
Most of these tehsils are in

the Indo-Gangetic plains —
which contribute to more
than half of India’s agricul-
tural production — as well
as in northeastern India
and the Indian Himalayan
region.

The study — authored by
Shravan Prabhu and Vish-
was Chitale of the Council
on Energy, Environment
and Water (CEEW), a re-
search and policy think
tank — analyses high-reso-
lution meteorological data
spanning four decades,
from 1982 to 2022, which
has been recorded by the
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD).

District-level extremes

India collectively expe-
rienced 29 “normal”, eight
“above-normal”, and three
“below-normal” monsoon
years during that period.
But an analysis at the dis-
trict level reveals that 30%
of India’s districts wit-

In-depth: The study analyses hi
from 1982 to 2022 that has been recorded by IMD. RITU RAJ KONWAR

nessed several more years
of deficient rainfall and
38% saw many years of ex-
cessive rainfall. In fact, 23
districts — including New
Delhi, Bengaluru, Nilgiris,
Jaipur, Kutch, and Indore —
experienced both ex-
tremes, with a higher num-
ber of deficient and exces-
sive rainfall years. Several
tehsils in Rajasthan, Guja-
rat, central Maharashtra

Source: The Hindu, p.14, Jan 18, 2024

igh-resolution meteorological data

and parts of Tamil Nadu,
which have historically
been dry regions, have also
been getting wetter, tying
in with the finding that a
majority of tehsils have
been reporting increasing
rainfall.

“In our study of local-
ised wet rainfall extremes,
we found that nearly 64%
of Indian tehsils expe-
rienced an increase in the
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frequency of heavy rainfall
days by one to 15 days a
year in the past decade
during the southwest mon-
soon. This pattern is pro-
minent in the tehsils of
States with the highest
GDPs - Maharashtra, Tamil
Nadu, Gujarat, and Karna-
taka. Further, we found
that in tehsils experiencing
increase in rainfall during
the southwest monsoon,
the excess is coming from
short-duration, heavy rain-
fall events,” the authors
note.

‘Erratic rain patterns’

Rainfall from the northeast
monsoon, which sets in
during October, November
and December, primarily
in peninsular India, has in-
creased by more than 10%
over the past decade (2012-
2022) in approximately
80% of tehsils in Tamil Na-
du, 44% in Telangana, and
39% in Andhra Pradesh,

respectively. The south-
west monsoon accounts
for nearly 76% of India’s an-
nual rainfall, with about
11% coming from the north-
east monsoon.

While the remaining In-
dian States are usually dry
during this period, several
tehsils of Maharashtra and
Goa on the west and Od-
isha and West Bengal on
the east coast have been re-
porting increasing rainfall
during winter. This in-
crease could partly be attri-
buted to cyclonic activity
in the Arabian Sea and the
Bay of Bengal.

“As India readies for the
Union Budget, it will be
crucial to focus on future-
proofing the economy
against increasingly erratic
rainfall patterns. The mon-
soons impact the food we
eat, the water we drink and
also our energy transition,”
Dr. Chitale said in a state-
ment.

Back to Contents




Health

State reports 175
more JN.1 cases,
taking total to 374

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

After reporting 34 cases of
JN.1 on December 25 and
165 cases on January 1, an
additional 175 people from
Karnataka are found to be
infected with the highly
transmissible new sub-var-
iant of Omicron. With this,
the total JN.1 cases in the
State has now touched 374.

This follows whole ge-
nome sequencing of 828
samples at the National In-
stitute of Virology, Pune,
and the NCBS in Bengalu-
ru. Of the 443 results of
samples that have been re-
ceived till Friday, 84% (374)

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Jan 13, 2024

are infected with JN.1, 7%
(30) are found to be posi-
tive for XBB and the re-
maining are other variants.

While the district-wise
break up of the JN.1 cases
was not made available, of-
ficials said over 60% are
from Bengaluru. Officials
said the reports are of sam-
ples that were sent a fort-
night ago.

163 new cases

On Friday, 163 new cases
and 162 recoveries were re-
ported, reducing the num-
ber of active cases to 994.
The total number of deaths
reported since December
15 has touched 28.
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TB: State’s public notifications dropped
by nearly 4% last year compared to 2022

However, pvt. notifications went up by 14%; India registers highest notifications in 2023, achieving 92%

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

ustaining the trend
SOf tuberculosis (TB)
notifications made
in 2022, Karnataka has re-
gistered 81,331 TB notifica-
tions in 2023, achieving
81% of its annual target.
While this signifies the
State’s improved case de-
tection measures, what is a
matter of concern is that
public notifications have
gone down from 60,236 in
2022 to 58,125 in 2023, a
drop by nearly 4%. Howev-
er, private notifications
have gone up by 14% in
2023 compared to 2022.
According to data from
Nikshay portal, under the
National TB Elimination
Programme, India regis-
tered the highest notifica-

tions in 2023 (25,30,055),
achieving 92% of the an-
nual target. Among the
larger States, Uttar Pra-
desh exceeded its target of
5.5 lakh recording 6.27
lakh TB notifications in
2023. Uttar Pradesh is fol-
lowed by Rajasthan and
Maharashtra that achieved
91% of their target and New
Delhi with 90% achieve-

ment last year, data
revealed.
Private notifications

While over half of all tuber-
culosis patients seek care
in the private sector, case
notifications from the priv-
ate sector have always
been way behind the tar-
gets set by the govern-
ment. While private doc-
tors are reluctant to notify
cases, laxity on part of che-

mists in monitoring the
sale of anti-TB drugs that
are covered under Sche-
dule H1 of Drugs and Cos-
metics Act has also hit the
State’s fight against the in-
fectious disease.

In 2023, Karnataka re-
corded a 14% rise in private
notifications - up from
20,385 in 2022 (when the
total notifications were
80,621) to 23,306 in 2023.

In 2021, there were 21.45
lakh new tuberculosis case
notifications in India of
which only 6.93 lakh were
from the private sector.
Karnataka reported 72,636
case notifications that year
of which 19,652 were from
the private sector. Earlier,
annual targets were fixed
based on population. From
2022 onwards the targets
were revised on the basis

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Jan 15, 2024
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of prevalence,

State Joint Director (TB)
Shivayogappa U. said a
comprehensive  district
wise analysis will be done
to ascertain the reason for
drop in public notifica-
tions. Based on the analy-
sis, targeted interventions
can be taken up to improve
case detection, he said.

TB has been a notifiable
disease in the country
since May 2012. Despite
awareness regarding man-
datory TB notification, a
significant number of priv-
ate practitioners do not re-
port cases and this has led
to cases being missed out
of government data. Mis-
sing cases who are lost to
follow up are one of the
prime reasons for quick
spread of the infection.

After incentivising priv-

» of annual target

ate notifications, the Union
Health Ministry criminal-
ised non-reporting of tu-
berculosis in early 2018
and as per the government
notification, doctors, hos-
pital authorities, chemists
and druggists could face a
jail term for not notifying
TB cases.

Stigma attached

Several practitioners find
reporting a hassle as many
patients do not want to re-
veal the infection mainly
because of stigma. Among
other factors is migration.
Many patients also give up
treatment because of side
effects or as soon as they
feel better. This can in-
crease the risk of develop-
ing drugresistant TB
which is more difficult and
expensive to treat.

State’s year-wise

TB notifications

2023 81,354 (81%)
2022 80,621 (81%)
2021 72,692 (54%)
2020 65,970 (49%)
2019 91,997 (71%)
2023 58,128 (83%)
2022 60,236 (93%)
2021 53,612 (67%)
2020 50,045 (59%)
2019 74,259 (99%)

2023 23,226 (77%)
2022 20,385 (58%)
2021 19,080 (35%)
2020 15,925 (32%)
2019 17,738 (32%)

(Percentage in bracket indicates
achievement of annual target)

(Source: Nikshay portal)



Nearly 38 lakh people counselled, treated for mental
health issues at govt.-run clinics in four years

Over 10% of those treated and counselled at government centres reported common mental health

disorders such as anxiety, depression, substance and alcohol abuse

The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU
0 years, over 38 lakh
people have been
treated and counselled for
mental health issues at
State-run mental health
clinics in district hospitals
and medical colleges.
According to
information provided by
the Health Department in
the winter session of the
State legislature, while
10,63,242 people with
mental illness have been
treated and counselled in
the government centres in
2019-2020, the subsequent
years saw 9,02,040,
8,65,386, and 9,40,514
people receiving
treatment and
counselling.

ver the past four

Sanctioned posts

Data revealed there are 71
posts sanctioned for
psychiatrists, clinical
psychologists, and
psychiatric social workers
in district hospitals. Of
these, 19 posts are vacant.
Besides, of the 244
sanctioned posts for

According to data, there are T1 posts sanctioned for psychiatrists,

-

clinical psychologists, and psychiatric social workers in district
hospitals in Karnataka. GETTY IMAGES

outsourced employees, 32
are vacant.

Rajani P., State Deputy
Director (Mental Health),
told The Hindu recently
that over 10% of those
treated and counselled at
the government centres
reported common mental
health disorders such as
anxiety, depression,
substance and alcohol
abuse apart from
obsessive compulsive
disorders (OCDs).

“The number of mental
health consultations are
increasing. We are also
seeing many suicide
attempt cases and priority
is given to counsel/treat
them and stop them from

Source: The Hindu, p.9, Jan 14, 2024
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making repeat attempts,”
she said.

Stating that mental
health facilities exist in all
district hospitals and
medical college hospitals
in the State, Dr. Rajani said
the department’s
Manochaitanya and
Manasadhara programmes
to provide free of cost

treatment, counselling
and medicines to people
suffering from mental
health disorders and their
rehabilitation are running
successfully.

Karnataka, under the
District Mental Health
Programme (DMHP), is
one of the few States to
have dedicated

psychiatrists as team
leaders in all districts.
Besides, all PHC doctors
are being trained to
provide the first line of
treatment, she said.

Brain Health Initiative
Dr. Rajani said the
Karnataka Brain Health
Initiative (Ka-BHI) that is
currently running in
Bengaluru South, Kolar,
and Chickballapur
districts is being extended
to all districts.

Recognising the need to
improve treatment and
prevent neurological
disorders in the
community, the Health
Department in association
with NIMHANS and Niti
Aayog launched Ka-BHI in
January last year.

“We are setting up
brain health clinics in all
district hospitals and
recruitment has started.
Seven clinics are already in
place and 15 are under
progress.”

“In the next three
weeks, the process of
establishing brain health
clinics in all districts will
be completed,” she added.

Back to Contents
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Governance

Govt. likely to allow one-time
entry for 11,700 staff to OPS

The State government is likely to allow a
one-time option to about 11,700 employees, who
are currently under National Pension Scheme
(NPS), to return to the Old Pension Scheme
(OPS). A meeting in this regard was held here
recently chaired by Chief Minister Siddaramaiah.
The issue was pending for decision in the
Finance Department for the last six months. On
the occasion, employees under NPS also made a
presentation about withdrawal from NPS by
citing examples of five States that have
withdrawn from NPS, said Shantharam,
president of Karnataka State Government NPS
Employees’ Association. These 11,700 employees
were appointed to the vacancies or posts
advertised prior to December 22, 2003, but came
to be covered under NPS on joining the service
on or after January 1, 2004.

Source: The Hindu, p.10, Jan 13, 2024
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City staring at water crisis this summer

BWSSB officials are hoping that the drinking water needs of the city are prioritised over other uses, from the reservoirs in the Cauvery basin

K.V. Aditya Bharadwaj
BENGALURU

water crisis ap-
Apears to be loom-
ing large in the city

in the summer months due
to severe drought in the re-
gion. The problem is two-
fold: low water levels in the
region’s reservoirs and re-
ceding groundwater levels.

The city receives 1,450
million litres per day
(MLD) of water from the
Cauvery and will get 775
MLD more once the Cauv-
ery V Stage is commis-
sioned in April. The city al-
S0 depends on
groundwater resources for
up to 700 MLD every day.

While the groundwater
crisis is evident and acute,
officials are hoping that the
drinking water needs of
the city are prioritised over
other uses from the reser-
voirs in the Cauvery basin
and Bengaluru will be able
to scrape through till the
monsoon sets in, in June.

The Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB) has written
two letters to Cauvery Nee-
ravari Nigam Ltd., appeal-
ing to them to reserve 1.6
tmcft of water every month
till March and 2.42 tmcft of
water every month from
April.

“There is just enough
water to meet the drinking
water needs of the region,
including Bengaluru. But if
the government releases
water to save the standing
crops like it recently re-
leased the Krishna waters
from reservoirs to save the
chilli crop, the water scar-
city is going to be severe.

Most of the apartments in the outer zones of Bengaluru have been

dependent on water tankers, which have become hard to come by
and the prices have shot up considerably in the last month.

Mekedatu imperative for
city’s water needs: HDD

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Asserting that immediate
permission should be gi-
ven for the Mekedatu pro-
ject to meet the growing
demand for drinking water
in Bengaluru, the former
Prime Minister H.D. Deve
Gowda said that it is crucial
for Bengaluru’s water
needs.

“Bengaluru is a fast-
growing city providing em-
ployment and livelihood to
people from across the

country. An impending wa-
ter crisis in the city can be
avoided only if the Meke-
datu drinking water pro-
ject is implemented. Oth-
erwise, the city will be
stuck in a huge water cri-
sis,” he said, addressing a
press meet.

Bengaluru’s population
which currently stands at
1.35 crore is set to exceed
three crore by 2044. The
city will need over 64 tmcft
of water to meet the drink-
ing water needs of such a
large population, he said.

Even otherwise, there are
many variables: the Cauv-
ery Water Management
Authority may ask us to re-
lease more water to Tamil
Nadu and we need to ac-
count for evaporation loss-
es and dead storage, which

may lead to a shortage. We
need to manage the re-
sources judiciously,” said a
senior BWSSB official.

Campaign to save water
Given the precarious situa-
tion, the BWSSB is all set to

Source: The Hindu, p.3, Jan 14, 2024
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Storage in KRS, Kabini reservoirs

The Hindu bureau
MYSURU

The water level in the
Krishnaraja Sagar (KRS) on
Saturday was 95.53 ft as
against the maximum level
of 124.8 ft while in Kabini
the reservoir, the level was
2,272.5 ft as against the
maximum of 2,284 ft.

The cumulative storage
in the KRS and the Kabini
reservoirs — the two major
sources of drinking water
to millions of people in the
Cauvery basin of the State
— was nearly 32.89 thou-
sand million cubic

launch a ‘Save Water’ cam-
paign in two weeks.
Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar has instructed the
BWSSB to launch a water
conservation campaign for
this summer. “The cam-
paign will appeal to indus-
tries to try to use reused
water and common citi-
zens to save water at
homes,” said Ram Prasath
Manohar, BWSSB chair-
man. People will be asked
to stop washing vehicles
with running water, avoid
using bathtubs, showers,
and try to reuse water if
possible, sources said.

Depleting groundwater

The water crisis is already
acute in outer zones, areas
not getting Cauvery water
and are dependent on
groundwater. Most of the

feet (tmcft) on Saturday.
While the quantum of
water available in the KRS
is 19.51 tmcft, the storage is
13.38 tmeft in Kabini. The
storage position may ap-
pear to be comfortable on
the surface. But in compa-
rison, 40.96 tmcft of water
was available in the KRS on
the same day last year and
the cumulative storage in
both reservoirs was 53.67
tmeft which brings to the
fore the severity of the
monsoon failure in 2023.

Dead storage
Again, about 4.5 tmcft of

apartments in these areas
have been dependent on
water tankers, which have
become hard to come by
and prices have shot up
considerably in the last
month.

“Groundwater levels are
depleting and borewells
are going dry. We are not
able to find adequate wa-
ter. We have three bore-
wells, of which two have
gone dry. While it used to
take 20 minutes to fill a
12,000-litre tanker earlier,
it now takes nearly three
hours. So the output is so
less and we are not able to
service even our regular
customers,” said Ramesh
Reddy, a water tanker busi-
nessman in Mahadevapura
Zone.

The price of a tanker
load of 12,000 litres, which
was 1,000 to 1,200 a

water from the KRS and
3.52 tmeft from the Kabini
reservoir has to be dis-
counted for dead storage
which reduces the availa-
ble water for consumption
to around 25 tmcft.

The Bengaluru-Mysuru
belt requires about 3.5
tmeft of water a month and
if the region has to evade a
water crisis in the coming
summer, the available stor-
age in the reservoirs has to
be reserved exclusively for
drinking purposes, there-
by denying water to farm-
ers to save the standing
Crops.

month ago, has shot up to
31,500 to 1,700. “In anoth-
er month’s time, it will cost
more than ¥2,000,” Mr.
Reddy said.

While some tanker busi-
nesses are trying to drill
more borewells, illegally,
drawing the ire of residents
in Mahadevapura, prompt-
ing the Minor Irrigation
Department to form a Spe-
cial Task Force to check the
menace, the spate of new
borewells have also come
down as many have failed
of late. Of the 11,000 go-
vernment-owned  bore-
wells in the city, 800 have
been completely out of ser-
vice and even in those
functional, water levels are
receding. “We have asked
all zonal officers to come
up with action plans to re-
juvenate these borewells,”
Mr. Manohar said.
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K’taka starts aggressive
drive to reclaim over
1.1 lakh acres of govt land

Santoshkumar.B
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The Karnataka
government has launched a
statewidedrive toreclaim over
1.1 lakh acres of government
land unlawfully occupied by
encroachers across 31 dis-
tricts. The Karnataka Public
Lands Corporation Limited
(KPLCL) has set a deadline of
January 31 for deputy commis-
sioners to develop action plans
to identify, clear, and regain
control of vacant government
plots currently held by squat-
ters and land mafias.

As per data compiled by
KPLCL, out of Karnataka’stotal
land bank of 63.3 lakh acres, a
substantial 14.7 lakh acres are
under unauthorised occupa-
tion. While over 10 lakh acres
across the state are being culti-
vated by farmers who have filed
applications seeking land

Continuned..

JAN 31 DEADLINE
» K'taka Public Lands Corpn
Ltd sets Jan 31 deadline for
DCs to devise plan of action
to reclaim encroached land
» Of the 63.3 lakh acres in
Karnataka govt’s land bank,
14.7 lakh acres are under
unauthorised occupation
> Chikkamagaluru tops list
with 34k acres, followed by
Hassan (28,243 acres) and
Chitradurga (15,552 acres)

grants from the government,
approximately 3.9 lakh acres ha-
ve been earmarked by KPLCL
for clearance of encroachments.
So far, district administra-
tions have been able to reclaim
more than 2.7 lakh acres of
public land, leaving 1.1 lakh
acres that remain to be repos-
sessed and brought back under
government control.

»Police team to probe, P 2
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Revenue, police teams to probe landgrab complaints
DISTS WITH MOST ENCROACHMENTS

» Continued from page 1
hikkamagaluru leads
( thelistof districts with
Jthe highest incidence
of land encroachment, with
morethan34,000acres of rev-
enue land to be recovered
from illegal occupiers, fol-
lowed by Hassan with 28,243
acres, and Chitradurga with
15,552 acres. In contrast, Rai-
chur has only three acres,
and Haveri seven acres that
needtobereclaimed.

The B’luru problem

Bengaluru Urban district
too has not been immune to
encroachment of prime gov-
ernment land. According to
data from KPLCL, 38,947
acres of revenue land in the
urban area was encroached

Encroachment Clearance by

District identifiedto  district  Lenand.

reclaim administrations
Chikkamagaluru 42,088 7,983 34,105
Hassan 31,566 3,323 28,243
Chitradurga 25,352 9,800 15,552
Shivamogga 8,109 3,974 4,135
Kolar 9,479 5,859 3,620
'“zrseg::t':‘l'c"tg 2,73,147 2,42,839 30,308
Total | 3,89,741 1,15,963

Source: KPLCL | Numbers in acres

upon, and authorities have
recovered 16,478 acres. How-
ever, 270 acres remains to be
cleared of squatters in the
rapidly developing IT hub.
Additionally, 3,662 acres

have been targeted across
Bengaluru Rural, Ramanag-
ara, and Tumakuru. Re-
claiming such unlawfully oc-
cupied land pockets will se-
curescarcelandassetstofund

Source: The Times of India, p. 1&2, Jan 15, 2024.

Bengaluru’s infrastructure
expansion, while also dis-
mantling the grip of political-
ly connected land grabbers on
theseillicit goldmines.

KPLCL managing direc-
tor P Vasanthakumar said
reclaiming grabbed revenue
commons from encroachers
has been made a top priority
mission of revenue minister
Krishna Byre Gowda. “We
have asked deputy commis-
sioners to utilise their reve-
nue and police teams to in-
vestigate encroachment
complaints, verify ground
status, evictsquattersandre-
cover occupied land plots.
DCs have to submit detailed
action plans by month-end
listing areas cleared and
pending recovery,” Vasan-
thakumar stated.

Gruha Jyothi rules tweaked to help
families using less than 48 units

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State Cabinet on
Thursday decided to modi-
fy the June 5, 2023, order
on Gruha Jyothi to provide
relief to power consumers
using less units monthly.

The decision entails
provision of 10 additional
units instead of 10% of av-
erage utilisation by LT2
consumers who use less
than 48 units monthly. The
decision was taken to ena-
ble poor families since ad-
ditional 10 units on the av-
erage used units would be
higher than 10%.

The Cabinet note said
that poor families using 30
units would get just 33 un-

Decision entails provision of 10 additional units

instead of 10% of average utilisation by LT2
consumers who use less than 48 units monthl

its after 10 % calculation. In
Bescom alone, as many as
69.73 lakh families are us-
ing less than 48 units, who
will be benefitted with the
decision.

This will cost an addi-
tional 33 crore to the ex-
chequer. A total of 1.95
crore families across the
State are using an average
53 units monthly.

Welfare board

To bring relief to drivers
and cleaners in the tran-
sport sector, the Cabinet
approved creation of Kar-

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Jan 19, 2024

nataka Motor Transport
and other Allied Workers’
Social Security and Welfare
Board.

It is estimated that 83 %
of the workers are in unor-
ganised sector. To raise
money to the board, the
government has decided to
re allocate tax resources
from transport depart-
ment. As per the proposal,
the tax collected from in-
frastructure projects
across Karnataka and a
part of the equity invested
in Bangalore Mass Rapid
Transit Ltd.
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The Cabinet decided to
defer decisions on issues
related to late payment sur-
charge to be paid by Power
Company of Karnataka
Ltd. (PCKL) and Escoms to
Udupi Power Corporation
Ltd. (UPCL).

Law and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister H.K. Patil
told presspersons after the
Cabinet that Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah has suggest-
ed deferring decisions and
obtain expert and legal ad-
vice on the issues.

They include payment
of 31,348 crore to be paid
by PCKL and Escoms to
UPCL towards late pay-
ment surcharge and ¥ 1,061
crore to paid to UPCL by
Escoms.



Cabinet modifies policy
on scrapping vehicles

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Modifying the policy on
scrapping of registered
vehicles in the State, the
Karnataka Cabinet on
Thursday approved re-
vised rates of concession in
motor vehicle tax against
submission of certificate of
deposit after scrapping old
vehicles.

As much as 10% tax con-
cessions will be given on all
the construction equip-
ment vehicles, including
tractors.

Tax concession

The tax concession to be
given for newly registered
vehicles against submis-
sion of certificate of depo-
sit for transport vehicles is

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Jan 19, 2024

As much as 10% tax
concessions will be
given on all
construction
equipment vehicles,
including tractors

10% tax concession on the
life time tax (LTT) for new-
ly registered transport veh-
icles, 10% tax concession
given on the tax to be paid
with in quarterly, yearly up
to 8 years for newly regis-
tered transport vehicles
and %50 tax concession to
be given on autorickshaws.

The Cabinet also ap-
proved tax concession for
new vehicles in two-wheel-
er and four-wheeler cate-
gories based on the ex-
showroom price of new
vehicle.
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Social Issues

Vokkaliga forum to seek GI tag for Ragi Mudde

Times News NETWORK

forum representing the

Vokkaliga community

isgearingup to seek the
Geographical Indication (GI)
tag for Ragi Mudde (finger
milletballs), atraditional food
of the farming community in
southern Karnataka and
partsof Tamil Nadu.

The First Circle Society
(FCS), a forum for develop-
ment of the Vokkaliga busi-
ness community; said it will
apply for the tag as millet pro-
ducts are gaining internatio-
nal attention because of their
health benefits.

FCSpresident Nandeesh S
Rajegowda, an intrapreneur
from Hassan, said they have
collected application forms to
apply for the certification and

ONA GLOBAL PLATTER

formed a committee. The aim
is to standardise Ragi Mudde
preparation which is high in
nutrition, headded.

The GI certification is is-
sued by Geographical Indica-
tions Registry for a product
that belongs to a specific ge-
ographiclocation or origin.
“Ragi Mudde is one of the
main cuisines of the Vokka-
liga community and we ha-
ve decided to get a GI tag for

it,” said Rajegowda.

Bharathi Shankar of FCS
said the cuisine first came to
be known across India when
HD Deve Gowda was the Pri-
me Minister. “The new gene-
ration of the Vokkaliga com-
munity and other communiti-
es depending on farming are
attracted to pizza, burgers
and similar foreign foods. We
need to create awareness on
our cuisine,” she said.

Shesaid the FCSwill show-
case the traditional food in 12
stalls at Udyami Vokkaliga
Expo-2024 between January19
and 21at Palace Grounds.

MG Balakrishna, senior
vice-president of FKCCI, said
FCS will guide the new entre-
preneurs about where to start
their industry, how to get pro-
fitand other things.

Source: The Times of India, p. 3, Jan 17, 2024.

State govt to sell honey
under Yhenkara’ brand

The government will introduce
itsown brand of honey,
‘Jhenkara’' (Kannada word for
humming of bees).

Shamlalgbal, secretary,
horticulture department, said
the brand will be launched by
CM Siddaramaiah on January
18. The department had sought
asuitable name forits brand
and received 2,400
suggestions.

DrHemalatha, assistant
director of horticulture said:
“We have several varieties of
samples from coastal, Malnad
and Bayaluseemeregions.
After clearing the quality test,
these varieties will be
marketed under the brand.”

State to recommend to Centre to amend Constitution
for allowing internal quota among SC communities

Social Welfare Minister says States cannot tinker with quota matrix unless Article 341 (3) is inserted through an amendment; Article 341 (1) and (2) pertain to inclusion or exclusion of any caste in SC list

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he Karnataka Cabi-
T net on Thursday
decided to recom-

mend to the Centre to in-
sert Article 341 (3) to the
Constitution, which will
enable States to provide in-
ternal reservation among
Scheduled Castes. This is
seen as a significant politi-
cal move ahead of Lok Sab-
ha elections that could po-
tentially ruffle feathers
among those seeking inter-
nal reservation in quota
matrix.

Article 341 (1) and (2)
pertain to inclusion or ex-
clusion of any caste to the
SC list. The government is
seeking inclusion of anoth-
er clause to allow internal
reservation among SCs.

In the run-up to the
State Assembly election in
2023, Congress had pro-
mised to place before the
Assembly the A.]. Sadashi-
va Commission report on
internal reservation, which
was submitted to the go-
vernment in 2012.

However, the BJP go-
vernment, during its last
days in power, had closed
the commission report and
recommended internal re-
servation under four cate-
gories. Of the 17 % reserva-
tion for SCs, the BJP
government had approved
6 % to SC (Left), 5.5 % for
SC Right), 4.5 % for toucha-

Ministers Eshwar Khandre, K.H.

on Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

bles (Banjara, Bhovi, Kor-
cha, Korma and others)
and 1% for others.

Now, Congress govern-
ment has refused to revisit
the decision taken under
Basavaraj Bommai-led BJP
government and instead
put the ball in the Centre’s
court again.

Social Welfare Minister
H.C. Mahadevappa argued
that States cannot tinker
with reservation matrix
unless Article 341 (3) insert-
ed through an amend-
ment. “We have recom-
mended to the Centre to
amend the article. Parlia-
ment is the supreme bo-
dy,” said Mr. Mahadevap-
pa, who belongs to SC
Right faction, in his Cabi-

H.K. Patil, and H.C.

net briefing here on
Thursday.

The Minister said that
the Cabinet sub-committee
formed under the BJP go-
vernment hurriedly gave a
report following which the
commission report was
closed. “After we an-
nounced that the commis-
sion report would be ta-
bled in the Assembly, the
BJP government closed the
report,” he claimed. When
asked what prevented the
Congress government
from revisiting the earlier
cabinet decision, Dr. Maha-
devappa said that the deci-
sion was taken after con-
sulting advocate general.
Asked if there was any legal
impediment to revisit a

briefing,

previous cabinet decision,
both Dr. Mahadevappa and
Law and Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister H.K. Patil
ack ledged that there

afterthe Cabinet meetingin Bengaluru

putting the ball in Centre’s
court, the Congress has
not put pressure on BJP to
act on the

were none.

Political ramifications

With the State govern-
ment’s decision, the more
than two-decade-old de-
mand for internal reserva-
tion, largely driven by SC
Left factions, will now
hinge on when the Parlia-
ment passes the amend-
ment. The decision is ex-
pected to have political
ramification as the SC Left
castes are seen as support-
ing the BJP while the SC
Right castes are seen as
supporting Congress. By

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Jan 19, 2024

Underlining that States
cannot act without an
amendment, Dr. Mahade-
vappa also pointed to a Ma-
dras High Court order that
there can be “no quota
within a quota.” A legal bat-
tle over the issue in Punjab
has reached the Supreme
Court and seven judge
Bench has been constitut-
ed to decide on it. When
asked if Congress was
aware of these issues be-
fore making the pre-poll
promise, the Minister said,
“We are not against reser-
vation. We have only re-
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BJP terms Cabinet decision to
put the ball in Centre’s court as
‘hoodwinking' oppressed sections

BENGALURU

The Opposition BJP has
termed the State Cabinet’s
decision to put the ball of
internal reservation in the
court of the Union govern-
ment as attempt to “hood-
wink  the
communities.”
Addressing a press con-
ference in Bengaluru on
Thursday, former Deputy
Chief Minister and BJP’s
Dalit face Govind Karjol re-
marked that the Congress
government should imme-
diately issue a notification
on introducing internal re-
servation if it had political
will instead of escaping

oppressed

commended. There is no
politics here.”
Interestingly, Food and
Civil Supplies Minister K.H.
Muniyappa, who belongs
to SC Left faction, and is
among those who sought
internal reservation, wel-
comed the Cabinet deci-
sion. “There has been no
injustice done to anyone. It
has now shown that it can
implement internal reser-

from the responsibility in
the guise of forwarding a
recommendation in this
regard to the Centre.

Alleging that injustice
has been meted out to SC
Left (Madiga) by the stance
of the Congress govern-
ment, Mr. Karjol said the
Congress government had
made a pre-poll promise
of introducing internal re-
servation.

He claimed that there
was no need to amend Ar-
ticle 341 as Justice Arunku-
mar Mishra had already
ruled that the State go-
vernment had power to
provide internal reserva-
tion. “Justice Mishra had
said the State does not

vation if the Constitution is
amended.”

‘Repeat of earlier move’
However, a former Minis-
ter in BJP government told
The Hindu that the Con-
gress government’s deci-
sion is actually a repeat of
what the BJP government
had done. “States cannot
provide internal reserva-
tion without the amend-

have power to either in-
clude new castes or re-
move the already existing
castes from the list of SC/
ST communities. Howev-
er, he had also said that
the issue should be re-
ferred to the larger bench
of the Supreme Court. The
Centre has already placed
the issue before the larger
bench of the Apex Court,”
he maintained.
Meanwhile, Union Mi-
nister of State for Social
Justice and empowerment
A. Narayanaswamy ac-
cused Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah of trying to
mislead people of the
State through his stand on
internal reservation.

ment. We had also written
to the Centre on the same
lines. The BJP government
had decided to close Sa-
dashiva Commission re-
port since it became inva-
lid after government
accepted the Nagmohan
Das Committee report to
increase reservation for
SCs and STs from 15 % and
3 %1017 % and 7 % respec-
tively,” the ex-Minister said.
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TROUBLED WATERS

Bengaluru’s

o1ro

conun

Plummeting groundwater is
triggering ared alert. Borewell digging
isrampantin parts ofthe citynot
covered by piped water supply.
Isthere away out?

DHFILE
PHOTO/

SKDINESH

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

he poor monsoons have left the resi-
dents of Bengaluru worried about the
possibility of water scarcity during the
summer months. A recent letter writ-
ten by the Bangalore Water Supply
and Sewerage Board (BWSSB) to the
Cauvery Neeravari Nigam Ltd (CNNL)
requesting tostoreatleast 2.4t02.5 tm-
cftofwater for Bengaluru hints that the
city might bestaring atacrisis.
Whileontheonehand, the water! lev-
elsin the reservoirs ar by

wclls were dugina plot thatisless than

'Thewurk onthefirstborewell start-
edin April 2023, Since then, they have
dug up one after the other, and all of
themarebeingused forcommercialand
construction purposes,” she explains.
‘While she did try calling the police and
speaking to the authorities, the work
would stop temporarily and resume
soonafter.

Authorities pass the buck
While the agitation by the residents of

the day, on the other hand, the ground-
water levels have also been plunging,
givingadoubleblow tothecity. Thecity’s
groundwater levels have decreased
drastically over the last decade, leaving
manyborewellsdry.

‘While the city has not felt the pinch
over the last few years owing to good
monsoons, this year may be different.
Manyresidentsand experts have opined
that the government’s failure to con-
trol rampant borewell drilling is one
of the major causes of the decline in
groundwater levels. Illegal borewells
have become a common sight over the
lastdecade, pushing Bengalurutosuch
asituation, theyargue.

Residentsof Whitefield, Mahadevap-
ura and surrounding areas have been
highlighting the issue, demanding that

forced the Irrigation
Minister N S Boseraju to form a special
team comprising senior officers from
the Karnataka Ground Water Author-
ity (KGWA) to inspect and identify all
theillegal borewellsin the city, the lack
of manpower has restricted the action
onlyagainstnewoffendersevenasmany
othersevade the net.

“We visit the spot and stop the work
whenever we get a complaint about il-
legal borewell drilling. However, given
thehugenumber ofborewellsthathave
come up in the city, it is impossible to
check each one. Hence, we rely mostly
on complaints to identify such illegal
borewells,"asenior official romKGWA

says.
The official, who spoke to DH on

conditions of anonymity, adds that the

KGWA had passed on the responsi-

undwater 3
drum

ingdanger.

“In just one year, the water levels
plunged by nearly 1,000 feet, and many
of the borewells in

bility of and acting upon
illegal borewells to the BWSSB. The
BWSSB officials, on the other
hand, say that inspecting the

turneddry. Thatiswhen we reallsemhal
illegal borewells had caused a disaster,
and we woke up to l[\'El'ylatE, explams
Sandeep Anirudhan, a civic acuvnsl
from Whitefield. ddl

Nnﬂl undertheir pur-

‘We are author-
ised to provide

borewell drilling for commercial pur-
poseshad leftthe groundwater levelsso
low that the drinking water borewells

per to
new borewells.
Also, since we
have staff on

g1 i3 we
This has been the case in many can act imme-
areas, especially the city’s pe- diately on any
riphery. Though thereisa complaint.
banonusing groundwater Hence, we
for construction purpos- \
€s, many construction sites

continue to have borewells.
For instance, Mary Bhalla,
aresident of Borewell
Road in Whitefield,
says that as many
as seven bore-

= Average 2020 (feet)

= Average 2021 (feet)
10-year average 2012- 2021 (feet)
Average November 2022 (feet)
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e

water for tankers

that water
coordinatewith KGWAwhen thereare
complaints of illegal borewells, How-
ever, we do not have the manpower to
go around and inspect if every bore-
well being dugin thecityis legal. Itdoes
not come under our purview,” a senior
BWSSB official says, warding off any
responsibili

However, thecommitteeisnow work-
ingon the inspection amid limitations.

Low awareness of the rule
DH spoke to a few borewell drilling

PECIAL
shesaid.

‘Lack of infra the root cause’
‘While Whitefield and surrounding are-
as have an active citizenry aware of the
rules and regulations, the same contin-
uestothriveinthe peripheralareasthat
donot havea proper water supply.
‘While there has been a hue and cry
over the plunging groundwater levels,
theroot causeis the BWSSB's failure to
provide Cauvery water supply to all the
residents, according to Vishwanath S,a

to checkif the

landowners knew the rule. Most com-
panies said there wasa constant flow of
orders,andintheperiphery,thenumber
ofborewelldrilling ordersincreasedsig-
nificantly this year. However, they said
many borewells were dug up for con-
struction. “Majority of what we drill is
on ce‘x_ls.\.rucuonmes, J"aworkersaid.

water conser

“Access to drinking water is a right
to life. The residents are forced to dig
borewells if the B! B does not pro-
vide Cauvery water. We cannot say it is
wrong,”hesays.

Activists argue that Beng,a)nm had

l

a permission letter, not all of them
know or care about it, revealed the
workers from another borewell drill-
ing company.

“We do ask for a permission letter
when we start work. However, many
are unaware of it and force us to con-
tinue. Since we have seen many such
cases and know that the chances of an

ed. “The Central Groundwater Author-
ity has declared Bengaluru in the red
zone. Ideally, we should not allow any
new borewell,” Anirudhanargues.

Permission fora
borewell

Permission for groundwater
i ARl BArAE K

inspection by authorities are low, we
gettowork.”

from a borewell drilling company. Yet
another workersays many of his clients
had gotten away with it using political

should be obtained from the
BWSSB inside Bengaluru. The
application must have the Kha-

ta certific: MP tax paid
ARIEROERTPONCT: receipt, sale deed and self-ad-
Need for better enforcement dressed postcard. The tee tabe
paidis Rs 500.
While Ll\erc are laws and 3 it o pegpie
should

them. For instance, in one of the cases

Nallurhalli Main
Road complained of an illegal borewell
inthelocality, the: BWSSBo!ﬁmaIswm—

e
Authority. The details: of Iand
ownership, hydrogeological

report, rainwater harvesting,

ed rhespor Th

water

Ilmvcver, the work resumed within
afew hours, forcing the officials topay
asecond visit. This ‘stop and resume’
game happened four r&mes until the

ed in the application section
on the KGWA website, and the
required fee should be paid.
Existing borewells also should
is portal

police support. This, the residents say,
clearly indicates a need for better en-
forcement.

“The officials have the power to reg-
istera police complaintand take severe
action. They should make use of it in
such instances. Small petty fines will
notstoptheoffenders,” Anirudhansaid.

Pointing out that it was nearly im-
possible to stop illegal borewells, Mary
says the powers should also be vested
with the police. “We need a better and
stronger system. I tried to alert the of-
ficials when the first illegal borewell
appearedintheplot. However, thecops
said they did not have power. By
the time I could get the right of-
. ficials to stop the work,

N seven illegal borewells
had already come up,”

according to the existing norms.

BWSSB officials, however, say they
could not deny borewell drilling per-
mission when applied for drinking pur-
poses. “We do not provide permission
for any borewell dug up for commer-
cial purposes. But, when they apply for
drinking water purposes, we cannot
deny it. We inspect the need for it, and
onlyif we are convinced do we provide
them permission,” says Suresh B, En-
gineer-in-chief, BWSSB. He adds that
theyhad toaccepttherequestssincethe
BWSSB had yet to connect piped water
tomanyareasinthe city's periphery.

Feedback:

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Jan 13, 2024
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Hurdles aplen
eyes top 25 clean spot

Improving Waste
Processing
Capacity Crucial

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: While it has
pulled off its best-ever per-
formance since the incep-
tion of Swachh Rankings,
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahana-
gara Palike (BBMP) has a
mountain at its doorstep to
move. Having failed to resol-
ve hurdles, especially on the
solid waste management
front, the civic body’s perfor-
mance might drop in the co-
ming years, according to so-
lid waste management
(SWM) experts.

The Palike though has al-
so chalked out elaborate
planstoimprove theranking
and enter the league of top 25
clean citiesat the national le-
vel. Giving an insight into
BBMP’s futuristic plans in
solid waste management,
Harishkumar, special com-
missioner (solid waste),
BBMP said there will be an
overall change in the waste
processing system in the co-
mingdays.

“The state government is
heavily focusing on the pro-
cessing of waste and has al-
ready announced setting up
of processing centres in fo-
ur different parts of Benga-
luruand this will be agame-
changer during the next
evaluation exercise. If we
can step up our processing

B'luru

autos and other vehicles in

vehicles,” they said.

residential localities covered in a
thick blanket of dust are also
considered garbage and there should
be a quick mechanism to clear such
vehicles. Police should act at the
earliest with suitable arrangements
to shift all such abandoned vehicles
and collect fines from owners of such

capacity, we will easily bejo-
ining the top 25 clean cities
of India,” hesaid. Asperthe
Swachh ranking rules, out
of the total waste generated
in a city, about 80-85% sho-
uld be processed and 15-20 %
sent to landfills.

Plastic menace
A solid waste management
expert said, “Currently, the
processing capacity of
Bengaluru is 50-55%. Cont-
roversies involving citi-
zens’ protests against pro-
cessing plants and techni-
calsnagsintheoperationof
plants have resulted in the
halting of these facilities at
times, affecting the proces-
sing. Along with these cent-
res, there shall be proces-
singplantstodeal with plas-
tic waste with a capacity of
at least three to four tonnes
of plasticeveryday.”

“Also, officials must
change the current system

of sending garbage directly
to the processing centres.
Each Kkilogram of waste
must be collected and segre-
gated to extract resources
and the categorised resour-
ces should be sent to dedica-
ted processing centres,” the
expertadded.

The experts also urged
thestate governmentand the
Bengaluru Urban district
administration to crack the
whiponvehiclesabandoned
on city footpaths. “Abando-
ned cars, autosand other ve-
hicles in residential locali-
ties covered in a thick blan-
ket of dust are also conside-
red garbage and there
should be a quick mecha-
nism to clear such vehicles.
Police should act at the ear-
liest with suitable arrange-
ments to shift all such aban-
doned vehicles and collect
fines from owners of such
vehicles,” the experts said.

V Ramprasad, advisor to

Source: The Times of India, p. 2, Jan 13, 2024.

48

FOCUS ON DEBRIS, ABANDONED VEHICI.ES EXPERTS |

Experts have urged the state
government and the Bengaluru
Urban district administration to crack
the whip on vehicles abandonedon
city footpaths. “Abandoned cars,

BBMP on Swachh Surveks-
han and an SWM expert, sa-
id that Bengaluru has mis-
sed thebusingettinga ‘Gar-
bage Free City (GFC)’ title
duringthe survey.

“This suggests that add-
ressing solid waste alone
doesn’thelpthecity. Wealso
need to focus on construc-
tion and demolition (C&D)
waste, which, of late, is pi-
lingup inan unprecedented
manner. Unfortunately, du-
ring the survey, the whole
city was dug up for various
works and a lot of road
construction and stormwa-
ter drain repair debris was
dumpedallaround. Thesur-
vey experts consider such
dumpsasgarbageastheyal-
so turn into an eye sore. Un-
less weinitiate proper plans
to address C&D waste, achi-
eving the GFC title will be a
distant dream. BBMP shall
reapply for it and work to-
wards it,” he said.
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KIA handled 3.72 crore
passengers during 2023

This is an increase of 35% compared to 2022. Of the total, 3.27 crore were domestic passengers

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

angalore Interna-
Btional Airport Ltd.
(BIAL), operator of

Kempegowda International
Airport (KIA) in Bengaluru,
reported a notable growth
in passenger numbers in
calendar year (CY) 2023.

The airport handled 3.72
crore passengers, marking
a 35.3% increase when
compared with CY 2022. Of
these, 3.27 crore were
domestic passengers and
45 lakh people travelled to
international destinations.

On April 29, 2023, the
airport recorded the high-
est number of passengers
in a single day for CY 2023
at 116,688 passengers.

In 2023, factors such as
reduced travel limitations,
improved economic condi-
tions, and increased de-
mand for leisure and busi-
ness travel led to a notable
rise in growth numbers.
The highest number of air
traffic movements (ATMs)
was witnessed on March 17,
2023, reaching 748 ATMs in
a single day.

As compared with this,
the highest ATMs on any
single day in CY 2022 was
693. Domestic ATMs last
year saw a substantial 22%
recovery, while interna-
tional ATMs showed a 15%
increase.

Additionally, according

vy

On April 29, 2023, Kempegowda International Airport r

ecorded the

highest number of passengers on a single day for 2023 at 116,688

passengers. FILE PHOTO

to BIAL, the airport conti-
nues to maintain its stand-
ing as a reliable hub for
handling perishable (PER)
cargo in India for the third
consecutive year.

New routes
In September 2023, the KIA
seamlessly transitioned in-
ternational operations
from T1 to T2, marking a
crucial milestone.
November  witnessed
the launch of Lufthansa’s
thrice-a-week  non-stop
Bengaluru-Munich flights,
providing enhanced con-
nectivity for travellers. Oc-
tober 2023 marked the in-
troduction of Maldivian
Airlines, catering to Male
with thrice-weekly opera-
tions. Furthermore, five
new domestic routes were
introduced, contributing to
the overall capacity

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Jan 13, 2024

growth. AIX (created by the
merger of Air India Express
and Air Asia India) com-
menced domestic opera-
tions in October 2023,
further diversifying the air-
line portfolio and expand-
ing connectivity for passen-
gers.

Top routes
Top domestic routes in the
calendar year 2023 includ-
ed Delhi, Mumbai, and
Hyderabad.

The KIA served 25 inter-
national destinations last
year, with Dubai, Singa-
pore, and Doha emerging
as the top sectors contri-
buting to the international
traffic.

“The airport’s strategic
focus on global connectivi-
ty continues to position it
as a key gateway for travel
across South and Central

India,” the BIAL said.

Cargo growth

In terms of cargo traffic,
the KIA continues to be In-
dia’s number one hub for
handling perishable cargo
for the third consecutive
year with a tonnage of
53,751 tonnes in FY 2023.

KIA Cargo processed a
total of 422,644 tonnes of
cargo during CY 2023, indi-
cating a 2% increase from
previous year. The domes-
tic sector soared with an
impressive 11% growth,
highlighting the KIA’s
strengthening position as a
rapidly growing cargo hub
in India.

“Perishables continued
to be a key focus, with cor-
iander exports surging by
67%. The export of man-
goes reached a three-year
tonnage record, achieving
a 124%  year-on-year
growth. 684 tonnes of man-
goes were exported, facili-
tated by an 86% increase in
the number of pieces
shipped. This accomplish-
ment highlights KIA Car-
go’s robust cold chain capa-
bilities and dedication to
efficient perishable han-
dling,” the BIAL said.

It added that July 2023
also marked a significant
milestone for KIA Cargo,
handling the highest
monthly domestic tonnage
since the Airport’s open-
ing, totalling 16,507 tonnes.



Police launch ASTraM

initiative for enhanced
traffic management in city

‘Its main purpose is to provide situational awareness to take data-driven decisions’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he Bengaluru traf-
Tﬁc police have in-
troduced ASTraM

(Actionable Intelligence for
Sustainable Traffic Man-
agement) to enhance traf-
fic management.

Elaborating on the in-
itiative, M.N. Anucheth,
Joint Commissioner of Pol-
ice, Traffic, said ASTraM is
a smart traffic engine
which provides holistic in-
sights into the road traffic
scenario for Bengaluru ci-
ty. The main purpose is to
provide situational aware-
ness to take data-driven de-
cisions for effective traffic
management, he added.

This includes conges-
tion alerts, incident report-
ing using BOT (mobile ap-
plication), special event
management, and dash-
board analytics.

Congestion alerts

Explaining each function,
Mr. Anucheth said conges-
tion alerts are intended to
provide real-time alerts on
congestion to the jurisdic-
tional traffic officials every
15 minutes. This is integrat-
ed with the e-attendance
system so that alerts are
sent to the junction jockeys

The initiative includes an ambulance tracking application which will
provide better coordinated movement for ambulances across
Bengaluru. FILE PHOTO

and sector officers, apart
from various stakeholders
for better traffic planning
and management.

The dashboard analytics
initiative intends to pro-
vide actionable intelli-
gence regarding traffic con-
ditions, road safety, and
enforcement. The main
purpose is to tabulate the
volume and quantum of
traffic in terms of conges-
tion length, vehicle count,
vehicle type, so that data-
driven decisions are taken
for effective traffic manage-
ment.

Using the analytics, Ben-
galuru Traffic Police (BTP)

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Jan 14, 2024
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also intend to do traffic
congestion prediction so
that any deviation from the
regular volume can be han-
dled in a better way by
gearing up themselves and
disseminating information
to the various stakehol-
ders. This keeps track of
historical data which ena-
bles a comparative analysis
with the real-time traffic,
Mr. Anucheth said.

The initiative of incident
reporting using BOT will
serve to report any field in-
cident from authorised
sources so that corres-
ponding information is
shared with the map ser-

vices. This will provide the
public with real-time infor-
mation. Based on this re-
porting, BTP’s Traffic Man-
agement Center (TMC)
monitors the on-field traf-
fic situation for resolving
the same in coordination
with jurisdictional traffic

officials and other
stakeholders.
Log of all major events

The special event manage-
ment feature keeps a log of
all major events in the city
and gives a spatial under-
standing of the traffic situa-
tion for better response
management in terms of al-
locating resources and
planning other alternative
measures, while the ambu-
lance tracking application
initiative will provide bet-
ter-coordinated movement
for ambulances across the
city.

This application will al-
ert the control room whe-
never an ambulance gets
stuck for more than 120 se-
conds in traffic. The shor-
test possible route and traf-
fic situations would be
communicated to the driv-
er through this app, said
the police, adding that it in-
cludes SOS button for the
drivers to get immediate
intervention.



DPR ready for Sarjapur-Hebbal line

Project To Help
Commuters
In Tech Zones

Suchith.Kidiyoor
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Namma Metro
connectivity in the tech capi-
tal has received a shot in the
arm with a detailed project
report (DPR) being readied
for the new line connecting
Sarjapur with Hebbal.

The 37-km line, estimated
to cost Rs 16,543 crore, inclu-
ding land acquisition char-
ges, had earlier been mentio-
ned in the Comprehensive
Mobility Plan-2020. It is ex-
pected to provide succour to
those travelling to and from
the tech zones. The align-
ment starts with an elevated
corridor close to the IT corri-
dor near Sarjapur, goes un-
derground after reaching
Koramangala, cuts through
the central business district
through a tunnel network,
and emerges on Ballari Road
with two elevated stations at
Ganganagar and Hebbal.

What is more interesting
and unique about this new li-
ne is it will be interlinked
with the Blue, Pink, Purple,
and Phase I1I lines at four po-
ints. At Iblur, it will be touch
the Blue Line, which starts
from Central Silk Board
junction and connects Kem-

o o
Kodathi - pommasandra
Gate

Hesat - 37-KM METRO LINE, 28 STATIONS
Ganga
i " Nagar 115 ACRES OF LAND NEEDED
College” 0 build the 37-km Metro line, 115 acres of land is needed, including for the
= Mehkri Circle construction of Metro stations and a depot at Sarjapur. At Iblur, Bangalore Metro
Rail Corporation Limited (BMRCL) has already acquired 12,000sqm of defence land to
Palice Guttahall Horcaloc] build an interchange station. The land is worth Rs 146 crore. “Considering
;%2 ik °a 0"% wonk | the future integration of Metro stations and facilitating construction of elevated
corridors of both the lines, which will run parallel to a certain distance, the
o i = KR Circle required land has been acquired,” said an official.
Basaée,z,:“am Sources said technical experts of BMRCL will study the DPR, after which the state
. Shanthinagar government will be approached for further clearance. After getting government
Town Hall = i approval, nod of the ministry of housing and urban affairs will be sought.
= Dairy Circle
Nimhans = Koramangala  p Bellandur
gara
JuBlock  + sGate  _ poddakannell
Ambedkar
p, ~° Nagar  Muthanalluru Kada
\ Iblur ,Cross Agrahara Road
; Kom::aala Kaikondrahalli = Sompura 1
Jakkasandra e
Carmelaram

SARJAPUR Q

pegowda International Air-
port. Next comes Dairy Cir-
cle, where the station will be
linked to the Pink Line,
which will help people travel
towards Bannerghatta Road
or MG Road side. Near KR
Circle (located close to Vid-
hana Soudha), the proposed
station will be integrated
with the operational Sir M
Visvesvaraya station of the
Purple Line. Near Hebbal, it
will be connected to Blue Li-
ne, Phase III (Kempapura to

JPNagar),and suburbanrail
station (Baiyappanahalli to
Chikkabanavara).

“This line will play a cru-
cialroleindecongesting traf-
ficwithincitylimitsasitpas-
ses via core city areas. Inter-
linking with the operational
Metroline and other lines ta-
ken up under phase I A and
Bwill help people inabig way.
For example, the proposed
KR Circle Metro station will
come up near UVCE and will
be linked with the Sir M Vis-

Source: The Times of India, p. 2, Jan 14, 2024.
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vesvaraya station by sub-
way,” asourcesaid.

7 stations on Ballari Road

In the past, successive state
governments proposed mul-
tiple projects to decongest
Ballari Road for a stretch of
8km from Basaveshwara Cir-
cle to Hebbal. The projects
mooted included the high-
speed rail link to Bengaluru
airport, the controversial
Steel Bridge project, and wi-
dening of existing roads.

While the first two projects
were shelved for different re-
asons, only a portion of Bal-
lari Road was widened near
Palace Grounds. “But this
Sarjapur-Hebbal line will al-
so reduce congestion betwe-
en Basaveshwara Circle and
Hebbal as there will be seven
stations Basaveshwara
Circle, Bengaluru Golf Cour-
se, Palace Guttahalli, Meh-
kri Circle, Veterinary Colle-
ge, Ganganagar, and Heb-
bal,” another source said.




More vehicles, not enough roads leave B'luru choking

Roadsalsocarry
33lakhvehicles
older than15years

RS S

BENGALURU, DHNS

engaluru, the world’s
Bsecond-most congested
city,added anaverage of
56,124 vehicles per month last
year. Nearly 13,000 of them
were cars and 29,000 were
two-wheelers.
This was also the first time
that average monthly vehicle
registrations topped 50,000

Vehicles, from Page 1

Overage vehicles can ply so
long as they have fitness certif-
icates, and renew their Regis-
tration Certificates (RCs).

Transport Minister Ra-
malinga Reddy insisted that
Karnataka was following the
Vehicle Scrapping Policy for-
mulated by the union govern-
ment.

“Any vehicle that fails the
fitness test after 15 years au-
tomatically loses registration
renewal,” hetold DH.

Reddy conceded that the
government needed to physi-
cally check overage vehiclesto
ensure compliance.

Government-owned ve-
hicles that are 15 years or

in a year and average month-
ly car registrations crossed
If this wasn’t bad enough,
Bengaluru has many more
cars per kilometre than
Delhi, the city with the
highest vehicle popu-
lationin India.
Bengaluru has
more vehicles per
kilometre (761) than
Delhi (428). And
things could only
worsen. Unlike the national
capital, Bengaluru is still far
away from scrapping overage
vehicles. Petrol vehicles older
than 15 years and diesel vehi-
clesolderthan10yearsare not
allowed on Delhiroads.

older have to be mandatorily
scrapped in Karnataka.

An official in the Transport
Department said discussions
were underway to mandate
the scrapping of private vehi-
clesthatwere 20 yearsor older
butadded thatno final decision
had been taken.

Dr Ashish Verma, professor
of Transportation Systems En-
gineering at the Indian Insti-
tute of Science (IISc) and the
convenor of IISc Sustainable
Transportation Lab (IST Lab),
said the road length per vehi-
cle needed to be calculated to
understand where Bengaluru
stands compared toother cities
and countries.

According to him, there is
a huge gap between demand

161/km

Vehicle
density

Roads and vehicles in B’luru Urban

1,14,28,331" |

Vehicle population

Vehicle registrations
in2023
Total 6,73,489

1,55,583 3,44,954

Cars Two-wheelers

-~

and supply — demand being
vehicles and supply being
roadinfrastructure—whichis
contributing to traffic conges-
tion.

The vehicle growth is ex-
ponential and the road infra-
structure will and can never
match it because our city

23,51,437 | 76,77,541

12,878 km
Road length in BBMP
(zonal roads: 11,534 km;
arterial roads: 636 km;
sub-arterial roads: 708 km)

Two-wheelers
*as of Dec 31,2023

Cars

15,000 km
Road lengthin
Bengaluru Urban
(including BBMP)

New Delhi
Vehicle population:

1,42,04,810

Cars: 20,71,115 428/km

Road length:

Vehicl
33,198km | density

density

cannot survive this way, he
added.

He suggested disincentiv-
ising ownership and usage of
personal vehicles byimposing
taxonvehicleregistration, de-
manding proof of parking on
personal property,imposinga
cap on the number of vehicle

As per the Union govern-
ment’s Voluntary Vehicle Fleet
Modernisation Programme,
private vehicles must obtain
a fitness certificate after 15
years. A vehicle will be sent for
scrapping if it fails the fitness
testtwice.

Even though Karnataka’s
Registered Vehicle Scrap-
ping Policy 2022 stipulates
that 14.3 lakh vehicles are
fit for scrapping in the state,
the state government hasn’t
mandated that vehicles
that are 15 years or older be
scrapped. While the latestdata
isn’tavailable, 33lakhvehicles
in Bengaluru were 15 years or
olderas of March 31,2023.

» Vehicles, Page 8

registrations that canbe done
inoneyear, and so on.
Congestion charges, high
parking costs, no parking
spotsinthe coreareas, priority
roads for public transportand
priority pedestrian streetsare
some other ways this can be
achieved, headded.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&8, Jan 16, 2024

53

foredt &, <i.ue. 33004/99

REGD. No. D.L. - 33004/9

CThe Gazette of India

15T, -2, -3, - 11012024-251290

Back to Contents




