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AGRICULTURE

Falling sugarcane output, juice
yield push jaggery units to jeopardy

Hits owners, farmers alike

despite hikeinjaggery prices

RAJU GAVALI
BELAGAVI, DHNS

he drought in the state

I has been unsparing this

yearand there’s a spinoff

effect on the jaggery-making
unitsin the district.

Jaggery output has been
greatly affected due to a fall in
sugarcane production due to
drought. Theyield of juice from
the crop has been less than
usual and thishasadded to the
woes of the jaggery-making
units.

Jaggery is presently priced
at Rs 5,000 a quintal in the
market, as there is high de-
mand for it, particularly the
organic variety.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

Health-conscious people
prefer jaggery over sugar as a
sweetener these days.

Many units close down
The sugarcane farmerstooar-
en'tahappylotastheirreturns
have reduced by about half.

Villages on the Belaga-
vi-Bagalkot road on the out-
skirts of the city had over 100
jaggery-making units.

Their numbers are coming
down with each passing year
due to manpower issues and
farmers’ preference to send
theirproduce tosugar factories.

Thiscrushingyear, thereare
justfourjaggery-making units
atSambra village. With adeep
slide on the supply side due to

near Belagavi.oH PHoTO

the drought, they may not be
able to produce jaggery even
uptoMarch 24, the day of Holi
festival, when the sugarcane
season ends.

Sambra alone had 22 jag-
gery-making units in the past.
Farmers have cultivated sugar-
cane on 3.08 lakh hectares in
the district this season.

Jyotiba Jui, who runs a unit
at Sambra, said, “We com-

3B, Jan 13, 2024

menced jaggery making this
season in November. The
sugarcane produce has been
drastically low this year. Ear-
lier, from the produce on each
acre, we could manufacture 60
quintals of jaggery. Atthe then
price of Rs 4,000 per quintal,
we earned Rs 2.4 lakh peracre.
With jaggery production fall-
ing by half, our earnings too
willseeadip.”

Also, there aren’t many la-
bourers available these days,
hesaid.

“We need a minimum of 16
people for the whole process,
starting from crushing sug-
arcane to loading jaggery for
transportation. They have to
report for work at dawn and
wagesare just Rs 300 perday,”
Juisaid.

Despite the hike is jaggery
prices to Rs 5,000 per quin-
tal, farmers aren’t getting
expected returns as drought
hasaffected the juice recovery
from sugarcane, said farmer
Papanna Jui.

“The government must
come to our help as sugar-
cane yield has reduced due to
drought. Despite good prices
for jaggery, we are not getting
good returns. Some farmers
prefer to sell sugarcane to
Jjaggery units as they get quick
returns and need not wait for
sugar factories to clear dues,”
farmer Channayyaswamy
Mathad said.
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Despitegoodyield, paddy pricesrise due to hoarding

VITTAL SHASTRI
KALABURAGI, DHNS

espite a 15% increase in paddy pro-
ductionin the Tungabhadra basin,
considered Karnataka’s rice belt,
paddy prices have increased by 25%. This
isdue to an artificial scarcity triggered by
hoarding allegedly by big farmers who
anticipate a substantial drop in the rabi
crop as water release from Tungabhadra
and Almattireservoirs will be restricted
for drinking due to low storage this year.
Rice millers briefly even procured
paddy from other states like Bihar to
keep their units running. This resulted
in a tussle between farmers and rice mill
owners as small farmers felt the price of
paddy had reduced from Rs 3,000 to Rs
2,400 per quintal in just one week.
However, the price has now crossed
Rs 3,000 again, which the farmers
blame on hoarding by big millers.
Farmer leaders also contend millers
are adulterating the famous Gangavati

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

Sonarice with poor quality paddy from
other states.

Of 3.6 lakh hectares of paddy in the
Tungabhadra basin, 90,000 hectares
are owned by farmers who own more
than 10 acres.

Though the region received scanty
rainfall during the kharif season, the
yield was good due to irrigation from the
dam.

“Rice millers and big farmers who
have storage capacity are benefiting.
Poor farmers who own 2-3 acres cannot

3, Jan 14, 2024

stock paddy and are forced to sell at
lower rates to repay loans,” said Karnata-
ka Rajya Raitha Sangha vice-president
Mareppa Salavani who hailed from
Karatagi.

Meanwhile, Karnataka State Rice
Mills Association executive president
Purushottam Savitri claimed that the
Bharatrice brand released by the gov-
ernment at Rs 25 a kg has reduced the
demand for local paddy produce.

Maintaining that purchase of paddy
from other states will not harm local
farmers, he said they are forced to buy
paddy from other regions to keep the
mills running throughout the year.

“The paddy price has increased as
millers have started hoarding the crop.
The district administration will take
action against hoarding only if there
isa shortage in the market and causes
hardship to people as it comes under the
purview of Essential Commodities Act,”
Gangavathi agriculture department as-
sistant director Santosh Pattadkal said.

Depleting reservoir water levels
raise alarm on summer crisis

DROPS OF CONCERN

Adequate
Storage To
Meet Demand,
Says Official

Anil.Gejji@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Karnataka'’s re-
servoirs are facing a critical
decline in waterlevels, heigh-
tening concerns of an impen-
ding severe shortage of drin-
king water during the upco-
ming summer months. This
alarmingsituationisattribu-
ted to one of the most severe
droughts the state has experi-
enced —in over 125 year-
s—Ilast year.

Data provided by the Kar-
nataka State Natural Disas-
ter Management Centre
(KSNDC) indicates that a ma-
jority of the 11 major reservo-
irs in the Cauvery and Krish-
na basins are currently hol-
ding less than 40% of their
storage capacities.

Key reservoirs like Ha-
rangi, Hemavathy, Kabini,
and Krishna Raja Sagar
(KRS), which play a pivotal
role in supplying drinking
water to major cities and
towns in the Old-Mysuru re-
gion, including Bengaluru,
collectively possess only
51 tmcft of water compared
totheir gross capacity stora-

Cauvery basin
85 34
Hemavati [y 15
494 | 195

geof 115 tmcft.

Similarly, seven reservo-
irs in the Krishna basin, in-
cluding Bhadra, Vani Vilas,
Tungabhadra, Ghataprabha,
Malaprabha, Almatti, and
Narayanpur, are facing a
shortfall, with only 173 tmcft
of water against their gross
capacity of 422 tmcft. Last ye-
ar, the reservoirs in the Cau-
very and Krishna basins had
storage levels of 81 tmeft and
331 tmeft, respectively.

Officials from KSNMDC
anticipate a further dip in
water levels as the summer
season approaches, exacer-
bated by evaporation. They
highlight that, on average,

Total

capacity
(in tmcft)

Krishna basin

Tungabhadra
Ghataprabha
Malaprabha

one tmcft of water evapora-
tes from both basins during
summer. Of particular con-
cern is KRS reservoir in
Mandya, a crucial water so-
urce for Bengaluru, cur-
rently holding 19.5 tmcft of
water. While this raises wor-
ries about an impending
drinking water crisis, aut-
horities claim that the exis-
ting storage is sufficient to
meet the city's needs.
Suresh B, chief engineer
at Bengaluru Water Supply
&Sewerage Board, said: “We
need about 12 tmeft of water
to meet Bengaluru’s drin-
king water needs till June-
end. So with the existing sto-

PM holds key in resolving Cauvery
water conundrum: Deve Gowda

Former prime ministerand
JD(S) patriarch HD Deve Gowda
on Saturday asserted that only
prime minister Narendra Modi
holds the key to resolving the
longstanding Cauvery water
crisisin Karnataka.

Speaking to reporters,
Gowda expressed his concerns
about the state's strugglesin
securing a fair share of Cauvery
water over the decades.

He highlighted the
perceived limitations of the
Cauvery Water Management
Authority and the Cauvery
Water Monitoring Committee,
emphasising that these bodies
have not proven beneficial to
Karnataka's cause.

According to him,
whenever Tamil Nadufileda
petition, the entities mandated
the release of water without
assessing theactual
availability in Karnataka's
reservoirs. In Gowda's view,

rage, we can easily see off
summer. There is no need to
worry.”

Acknowledging the gravi-
ty of the situation, the state
government has instructed
the dam authorities not to re-
lease water for irrigation.
Additionally, a call for judi-
cious use of available water

Modirepresents the state's
only hope fora viable solution
tothe protracted crisis.

"I would meet him (Modi)
afterthe Lok Sabha elections. |
am confident that he will offera
solution to this crisis," he
stated. He also said he had
urged the standing committee
of the union water resources
ministry to expedite approval
for the Mekedatu project.

On speculation about his
son HD Kumaraswamy
potentially becominga
minister inthe Modi
government, Gowda said:
"Nobody has discussed it with
me either. | don't know whatiis
inModi's mind. Modi has made
first-time MPs ministers. Itis
difficultto geta clue of his
plans." Political circles have
been buzzing with talks
st ingthatK
could beappointedasa
minister after January 22.

has been emphasised. Srini-
vas Reddy, adviser at
KSNMDC, said all regional
commissioners have been in-
structed to monitor water
storage in reservoirs within
their jurisdictions and utili-
se water exclusively for drin-
king purposes until the arri-
val of the next monsoon.



Source: The Times of India, p. 4, Jan 14, 2024.

Pest is best: Bengaluru start-up’s sustainable,
insect-rich recipe for animal feed

Loopworm, an agri-biotechnology start-up based out of Bengaluru, uses insects to make sustainable protein-rich alternative ingredients for animal feed

Shilpa Elizabeth
BENGALURU

he global demand

for protein has only

been increasing ov-
er the years - not just for
human consumption but
also for livestock, poultry
and fish feed, pet food,
cosmetic ingredients and
more.

re.

The flip side of this has
been the extreme exploita-
tion of the marine ecosys-
tem for fish and other ma-
rine organisms that are
rich protein sources.

But what if the demand
for protein-tich ingre-
dients could be met by so-

mething  else  more
sustainably?
Insects, icky as they may

sound to a few, are rich
sources of protein and
abundantly available.
Loopworm, an agri-bio-
technology start-up based
out of Bengaluru, uses
these qualities of insects to
make sustainable alterna-
tive ingredients for animal

feed.

Abhi Gawri and Ankit
Alok Bagaria, both grad-
uates of IIT-Roorkee, met
in 2017. A conversation
about the potential of mak-
ing value-added products
out of organic rejects and a
UN report that stated in-
sects as the future of food
and feed sowed in them
the idea of Loopworm.

“Insects are nature’s
scavengers. They eat crop
biomass and organic
waste. It helps nature.
And ultimately,
they are a trea-
sure trove of nu-
trition.  They
are like na-
ture’s bioreac-
tor and con-
centrator.
And they con-
vert waste into
valuable  pro-

Co-founders Abhi
Gawri (left) and Ankit
Alok Bagaria.

SPECIAL ARRAGEMENT

Source:
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Loopworm'’s factory runs currently at 209 capacity and produces 120 tonnes of protein concentrate a month. They are also doing trials with shelter homes for dogs and cats.

ducts,” points out Bagaria,
cofounder at Loopworm.

“What we are trying to
do is the conversion of
ganic rejects industries
with the help of insects
and converting those in-
sects into sustainable feed
ingredients for animals,”
he says.

Humble beginnil

“We started in a small flat
in Delhi,” recollects Mr. Ba-
garia.

“We purposely rented a
flat on the fourth floor
where the building didn’t

have any elevator so
that the owner
would never
come. In one of
the rooms, we
were staying; In
the other room
were the in-
sects.  And
the kitchen

The Hindu

food waste management
unit,” he laughs.

They got a few eggs of
black soldier flies, one of
the fastest converters of
food waste. Realising that
climate conditions play a
major role in rearing in-
sects, they moved to Ben-
galuru and rented out an
800 sqft facility on the out-
skirts of the city where
they first reared insects
and then bred them.

After a brief pause im-
posed by COVID-19, the
team became functional
again in September 2020
and moved to a bigger
2000 sqft facility which
used to be a buffalo farm
before it.

Silky surprise
In 2022, the founders were
on their way to Mysuru
from Bengaluru for a meet-
ing. Midway near Rama-
nagara, a strong stench, si-
milar to that of a dead
animal, caught their atten-
tion.
“As we are curious
about anything that's or-
ganic waste we took a de-
tour. We came across silk
reeling factories where
heaps and heaps of silk-
WOIm pupae were getting
wasted,” recollects Mr.
Bagaria. The cocoon of
the silkworm is used to

The Loopworm team.

make silk, and the pupae
are usually discarded.
Areject in the silk indus-
try, the humble pupae,
seemed a treasure to the
eyes of the Loopworm
team. They decided to rear
both Black soldier fly and
silkworm larvae and set up
a bigger factory with a ca-
pacity to produce 500
tonnes of insect protein
concentrate a month.

Helping the ocean

“One of the things that we
are replacing with our in-
sect protein is fish meal,”
says Mr. Bagaria.

Fish meal is a protein
concentrate that is derived
from wild marine pelagic
fish and is a widely used in-

, p.9, Jan. 15, 2024

gredient in fish feed, poul-
try feed and pet food.

“In India it is extracted
from Indian oil sardines
and mackerels. Trawlers
sent out into the Arabian
sea catches loads of fish,
often to a point where the
fish stock is not regenerat-
ing naturally. Seas across
the world are overfished
because of the demand for
fish meal and fish oil, for
animal and human nutri-
tion respectively,” Mr. Ba-
garia explains, adding that
Loopworm is trying to par-
tially replace fish meal.

“*Partially’ because we
are still not at those vol-
umes. Animal agriculture
requires a huge volume of
ingredients. We are still

small for the industry, but
it’sabooming industry,” he
says.

According to Mr. Baga-
ria, one tonne of insect
protein can save five
tonnes of wild marine fish.

Loopworm’s  factory
runs currently at 20% ca-
pacity and produces 120
tonnes of protein concen-
trate a month. The majori-
ty of the products go to
aquaculture and poultry
feed manufacturers. The
company is also doing
trials with shelter homes
for dogs and cats.

“We are trying to create
a sustainable circular food
system with this process
that would help to drive
food security and avert

greenhouse gas emis-
sions,” Mr. Bagaria adds.

Larger prospects
Insects being the natural
food of fish and birds, the
fish, poultry and livestock
feed market was a low-
hanging fruit for the Loop-
worm products. However,
the team believes the po-
tential of insect concen-
trate is much more.
“Sustainable alternative
ingredients could be used
for animal feed, plants,
cosmetics,  neutraceuti-
cals, food, medicine, and a
lot of things. We want to
navigate this journey step
by step where we go from
markets like animal feed
and plant nutrition to the
more regulated ones such
as topical applications,
food and medicine even-
tually. We want to harness
the fullest potential of in-
sects and convert them in-
to products where we can
positively impact animal
health, plant nutrition,
and human health and
well-being,”  says Mr.
Bagaria.

Funding
The company, which has
been initially operating
with angel money and go-
vernment grants, later
raised funds from private
investors such as Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation
along with Tata Trust -
both operated through So-
cial Alpha. In September
2022, they secured an in-
vestment of ¥25.8 Crores
from investors including
Omnivore, Waterbridge,

protein

Dried insects and

concentrate.

Titan Capital, Climate9ers,
and angels such as Nadir
Godrej, Sanjiv Rangrass,
and founders of Zetwerk.

Abhilash Sethi, invest-
ment director at Omni-
vore, notes that for the in-
creasing protein demand,
aquaculture is the most
sustainable solution due to
its low feed conversion ra-
tio; however, to feed the
fish in those aquaculture
ponds it’s important to
have an efficient and sus-
tainable supply chain,
which is where Loopworm
comes in.

According to him, insect
farming and processing is
an upcoming industry in
Europe currently, but In-
dian startups like Loop-
worm may have a huge ad-
vantage in terms of cost.

“These insects are typi-
cally tropical and in Eu-
rope they use climate-con-
trolled setups to grow
them which makes the
whole process very expen-
sive. They have to compete
with the wild catch sup-
pliers to supply to the feed
manufacturers, and can-
not raise the price point.
For this reason, most of the
European companies have
shifted from the shrimp or
fish industry to the pet
food industry.”

With the advantage of
having a tropical climate,
he notes, Indian compa-
nies like Loopworm can
produce the products at a
fraction of the cost at
which their European
counterparts are produc-
ing, and compete with glo-
bal players eventually.




How Indiais
failingits farmers

Financial distress
and aninadequate
supportsystem are
contributing to the
alarmingrise in
farmer suicides

FARDIN JAHANGEER &
KARAMALA AREESH KUMAR

€ asmukh was making
a lot of money from
farming. He rebuilt
his old house. He bought new
machines forfarming. Heused
an electric motor to pump
water. He bought a motorcy-
cle to go to the city easily and
a tractor to plough the field.
The tractor could do in a day
what the bullocks would take
manydaystodo.”

The paragraph above is
fromthe NCERT textbook for
Class-5, but in reality, farm-
ers’ conditions are starkly
different. According torecent
data from the National Crime
Records Bureau’s (NCRB's)
annual report, more than
154 farmers and daily wage
labourers kill themselves in
India every day. Maharash-
tra had the highest number
of farmer suicides, followed
by Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and
Madhya Pradesh. These fig-
ures underscore the turmoil
within theagriculture sector,
where 11,290 peopleinvolved
in farming lost their lives last
year, comprising 5,207 farm-
ers/cultivators and 6,083 ag-
ricultural labourers.

Kurubur Shantakumar,
Karnataka State President
of Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM), a federation of farmer
unions,and the Joint Commit-
tee of Trade Unions (JCTU)
said, “Both the Union and
state governments are play-
ing games with farmers who
areinafinancial crisis follow-
ing the drought in the state.”
SKM helda72-hour Janateya
MahaDharaniinBengaluru’s
Freedom Park on November
26 to protest against the an-
ti-farmerand anti-labour pol-
icies of the Centre and state.
Among their demands was
the removal of the Electric-
ity (Amendment) Bill, 2022,
which various farmer unions
and power federationsacross
the nation rejected, citing
concerns about electricity
privatisation and threats to
cooperative federalism.

The bill proposes 35 revi-
sions to the Electricity Act of
2003, with Section 5 draw-
ing particular attention. This
section allows more than
one distribution licensee (or
discom) in one region to dis-
tribute power to consumers.
Althoughthiswasreferenced
inthe 2003 Act, the prior leg-
islation required the new dis-
comto haveitsown cableand
distribution infrastructure.
The new bill, on the other
hand, envisions a system in
which the new entrant can
use the incumbent discom’s
distribution infrastructure
in exchange for fees such as

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

wheeling costs. Some, in-
cluding opposition parties,
perceive this as an obvious
schemetoincrease privatisa-
tionin the country.

On November 26, last
year, the SKM began a three-
day demonstration at the
Mohali-Chandigarh border
over farmers’ outstanding
demands. Other demands
include a guarantee for Min-
imum Support Price (MSP)
fromthe central government,
thewithdrawal of complaints
lodged against farmers dur-
ing the year-long agitation
against the now-repealed
agricultural legislation, the
waiving of debts, farmer
pensions,andsoon. Theyare
also requesting that FIRs for
burningresidue fromagricul-
ture be withdrawn, as well as
compensation be provided
forcroploss caused by floods.

In 2019, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi stated that
for the Congress, farmers are
vote banks, while for the BJP,
they are the annadata—pro-
viders of food. But the truth
is, every political party views
farmers as an opportunity to
secure votes to win elections
and makes promises that are
notfulfilled, leading to farmer
suicidesand agitation. While
farmers’protestsareameans
ofraisingconcerns, they have
consequences. Huge eco-
nomic losses are recorded
f:lfter each major protest,and
innumerous instances, inno-
centpeople have faced major
life-threatening problems
because of protests.

Amoreeffectiveapproach
to resolving farmer issues is
toestablish regular meetings
toaddress concerns between
farmers and the govern-
ment. In meetings, all the
farmers’ problems should be
addressed honestly. Farmers
must also work with the gov-
ernment. Second, farmers
should desist from actions
like blocking roads or stop-
ping trains, which inconven-
ience the public. Such forms
of protest jeopardise the life
of a patient or a victim of an
accident. To avoid harming
the State and its residents,
it is crucial to find common
ground between the govern-
mentand farmers.

Farmer suicides in India
are a complicated issue. The
high frequency of debt, lack
of government support, un-
predictableweather patterns,
and an absence of focus on
mental health all contribute
toworrisome rates of farmer
suicide. Toaddress thisissue,
a comprehensive solution is
required, including changes
to the financial support sys-
tem, improved agricultural
practices, expanded accessto
mental health facilities, and
policies to provide a sustain-
able and supportive environ-
ment for farmers.

(Fardin Jahangeerisa
Research Scholar, and
Karamala Areesh Kumaris
Head, Dept. of International
Relations, Peace and Public
Policy, St Joseph'’s University,
Bengaluru)
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Decentralisation

State govt plans to monetise panchayat assets

FirstsuchattemptinIndia,
says Priyank Kharge

v

BHARATH JOSHI
BENGALURU, DHNS

arnataka is evaluating a policy to
K monetise assets available with rural
ocal bodies, which Rural Develop-
ment & Panchayat Raj (RDPR) Minister
Priyank Kharge said will be the first such
attempt in India to raise resources.
Priyank has given consulting giant
Deloitte a brief to work on and the policy
“should be ready by March or April”, the
minister told DH.
“Theideaisto figureouthowwe can gen-
erateadditional resources for panchayats,”

“There is a footwear cluster
in Athani. We can provide
them space for warehous-
ing. The panchayat will be a
partnerin whatever income
theymake,” Priyank said.

In Kalaburagi, Ravoor
village can become a hub
for trucks that ply to Wadi.
“The panchayat can make
a truck terminal with ser-
vices the truckers require.
This can become a business
for the panchayat,” the min-
ister explained. Panchayat
spaces can also be given out
for Nandini milk parlours to
besetup, headded. In 2021,
the Union government is-
sued an advisory urging
gram panchayats to consid-
er asset monetisation. Also
in 2021, the Union govern-
mentrolled outitsambitious
National Monetisation Plan
(NMP) aimed at leasing out
coreinfrastructure assetsto
private players to generate
Rs6lakh crore overa period
offour years.

“ButIdon’tthinkthe NMP
includes panchayats,” Pri-
yank said. “What we are at-
tempting has notbeen done
anywhere in the country.”

Priyanksaid.

Karnataka has 6,000 gram panchayats
thatown many assets. With the new policy,
the governmentwantsto “unlock”therev-
enue potential of these assets.

Karnatakahasanestimatedl.5croreru-
ral properties that come under panchayat
limits. “The revenue potential only by tax
collectionisRs 2,000 crore,” Priyank said,
adding that the government will have to
work out the revenue potential from asset
monetisation.

“First, we need to map assets and bring
all of them under the tax bracket. Then,
we have to figure out assets that can be
monetised.”

Under the proposed monetisation meas-
ure, the government wants to look beyond
the traditional model of leasing out public
assets, Priyank said. Some ideas are being
explored.

» RDPR, Page 6

Rural revenues

6,000 15er

gram panchayats  rural propertiesin
in state owning Karnatakaunder
many assets panchayat limits

:2,000cr

revenue potential by tax collection

First, we need to map
assets and bring all of
themunder the tax
bracket. Then we
have to figure out
assets that can be
monetised

Priyank Kharge /




Source: Deccan Herald, p.

1&6, Jan 13, 2024

Eyeing record

tax haul, BBMP

unveils 82 self-funded projects

Will set aside Rs 1,200 crore
for long-lasting works

v

NAVEEN MENEZES
BENGALURU, DHNS

aving set its eyes on
Hshattering property tax

collection records, the
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP) is rolling out an
ambitious Rs 1,200-crore plan
that includes 82 infrastructure
projects this year.

This is also the first time the
civicbody—traditionally reliant
on the state’s support for its in-
frastructure works—will be set-
ting aside asignificant portion of
itsown revenue for long-lasting
upgrades.

Generally, revenue from
property tax gets swallowed in
road maintenance, park upkeep,
anddrain cleaning, leaving very
little for larger, transformative
infrastructure work.

The BBMP plans tospend the
Rs 1,200 crore in the next three
years. Of that, Rs 900 crore has
been earmarked to white-top
over 70 roads (see table), while
Rs 50 crore has been allowed to
asphalt roads in Mahadevapu-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

ra— the zone that brings in the
lion’s share of the tax revenue.
A further Rs 50 crore is also set
aside for similar works in Bom-
manahalli.

Officials said the remaining
Rs 200 crore will be spent to
protect, improve and develop
rajakaluves, which will include
building roads on the buffer
zones.

“We have been collecting
about Rs 2,800 crore in prop-
erty tax, which gets spent on
minor works,” BBMP Chief
Commissioner Tushar Girinath
told DH.

“As we expect to collect
more tax, we have decided to
keepaside Rs400 crore for big
projects as part of the ‘Brand
Bengaluru’ programme,” he
added, noting that the idea is
to ensure funds are not spent
extravagantly.

The BBMP plans to create an
escrow account where it plans
todeposit Rs 33.3 crore month-
ly from its revenue collection.
Funds from this account will be
spenton the 82 projects.
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'Roads to be white-toppe

+ Cubbon Road

+ CQAL Road

« Sanjaynagar Main Road

« Sultanpalya Main Road

« 1st Main, Anandnagar

« Kensington Road

« Palace Cross Road

« Swami Vivekananda
Road

« LR Nagar Main Road

« Palmgrove Road

« Bazar Street in Anepalya

= Anepalya Main Road

« Hennur Road

» Kammanahalli Road

« Nehru Road

« Govindapura Road

« Netaji Road

2,Jan 16, 2024

+ MM Road

« Shampura Road

« Lazer Road

« Sultan Road

« Rameshwara Temple Road

« Sirsi Road

« Mahalakshmi Layout
Main Road

+ 10th Cross, Rajajinagar

« Dr Rajkumar Road

« Link Road from
Sampige Road

« Platform Road

« Subedhar Chatham Road

« Dr Rajkumar Road

- 8th Main, Malleswaram

« Jeevaraj Alva Road

- Nagarabhavi Main Road

« 80ft Road, Chandra Layout

« Vijayanagar Club Road

« Hosakerehalli Main Road

- 80ft Road, Vidyapeeta
Circle

« Subramchetty Road

« JCRoad

+ KH Road

- Uttarahalli Main Road

« Kanakapura Main Road

« Maruthinagar Main Road

« Ejipura Main Road

- Bagalur Main Road

» Jakkur Road

« Allalasandra Main Road

« HMT Road

- Tunganagar Main Road

« Pattanagere Main Road
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ECONOMY

Yuva Nidhi
scheme
launched

The Hindu Bureau
SHIVAMOGGA

The Karnataka govern-
ment on Friday launched
the Congress’ fifth “gua-
rantee” scheme offering
monthly stipend of 33,000
to graduates and 1,500 to
diploma holders who are
unemployed.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, at an event in Shiva-
mogga, handed over
cheques to six beneficiar-
ies to symbolically kick-
start the scheme meant for
graduates and diploma
holders who passed in
2022-23 and have re-
mained jobless even after
six months after comple-
tion of education. He said
that the scheme is crucial
at a time when unemploy-
ment rate, which was 5.5%
in 2014, now stands at
10.5%. The stipend will be
given only for two years,
and it will end soon after
the beneficiary gets a job.

Continuedé.



1.5 cr. families get 5,000 to T6,000 a
month under our schemes, says CM

Fifth and final poll guarantee of Congress govt., Yuva Nidhi, launched by Siddaramaiah and Shivakumar in Shivamogga

The Hindu Bureau
SHIVAMOGGA

hief Minister Sidda-
C ramaiah on Friday

launched the Yuva
Nidhi scheme, the fifth and
final poll guarantee of the
Congress government
which provides financial
assistance for educated un-
employed youth of the
State. He said the idea be-
hind the five schemes were
premised on the concept
of universal basic income,
prevailing in European
countries.

Every month, the Chief
Minister said, around 1.5
crore families in the State
get 35,000 to %6,000 un-
der the five guarantee
schemes. “In European
countries, this amount is
referred to as universal
basic income. We have im-
plemented a similar princi-
ple here,” he said, launch-
ing the scheme with
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar in
Shivamogga.

High unemployment

The rate of unemployment
has grown at an alarming
rate since 2014, he said.
“The unemployment rate
was 5.5% in 2014. Now it
stands at 10.5%. Hence, we
have come up with Yuva
Nidhi to help the youth.

Pooia

Benaka V.K (Hassan)

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah at the launch of Yuva Nidhi scheme in Shivamogga on Friday.

The scheme offers finan-
cial assistance, besides
training programmes to
develop skills and seek
jobs. We will also hold job
fairs so that youths get jobs
in India and abroad,” Mr.
Siddaramaiah said. Mr. Sid-
daramaiah said that after
his government came to
power on May 20, five gua-
rantees - Stree Shakti, Gru-
ha Jyothi, Gruha Lakshmi,
and Annabhagya - were be-
nefiting lakhs of families.
“Since implementation of
Shakti scheme on June 11,
women have used the be-
nefit during over 130 crore
travels,” he said.

The Yuva Nidhi scheme

offers financial aid to grad-
uates and diploma hol-
ders, who are yet to get a
job, for a maximum of two
years. Training will be pro-
vided to the graduates and
diploma holders who re-
gister themselves on the
skill connect portal of the
State government. The go-
vernment has promised
33,000 per month to de-
gree holders and 1,500
per month to diploma hol-
ders who were unable to
get a job in the past six
months and are not pursu-
ing higher studies. The aid
will be paid for two years.
The launch was held on
the birth anniversary of

Source: The Hindu, p.1 & 10, Jan 13, 2024

youth icon Swami Viveka-
nanda. Organisers had
made arrangements for
close to one lakh people to
witness the launch. More
than one lakh beneficiaries
from Shivamogga, Davan-
gere, Chitradurga, Chikka-
magaluru, Udupi, and Hav-
eri districts attended the
event.

Minister for Medical
Education and Skill Deve-
lopment Sharan Prakash
Patil, whose department is
implementing Yuva Nidhi,
said applications can be
submitted at Karnataka
One, Grama One, Bapuji
Seva Kendra, or Seva Sind-
hu portals. An applicant

Will visit
Ayodhya after
Jan. 22: CM

The Hindu Bureau
SHIVAMOGGA

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah has said that he will
visit the Ram temple in
Ayodhya after January 22.

“I will visit the temple in
Ayodhya whenever I am
free after the January 22
event,” he told mediaper-
sons in Shivamogga. “We
are also devotees of Sri Ra-
ma, but do not use his
name for political gains.
We are opposing the polit-
ics being done by the BJP in
the name of Ram,” he
added.

The Chief Minister said
that Congress workers will
visit temples across Karna-
taka on January 22, and off-
er prayers. When asked
about some demanding
more posts of Deputy Chief
Ministers, Mr. Siddarmaiah
said he would not want to
discuss the issue.

must possess Aadhaar
card, bank passbook, ra-
tion card, mark sheets of
SSLC, PU, degree or diplo-
ma.



Bescom registers a steady
increase of electricity sales

Growth of sales observed in both HT and LT categories, with the latter being major contributor

Jahnavi T.R.
BENGALURU

he sale of electrici-
Tty by Bangalore
Electricity Supply

Company (Bescom) has
consistently gone up
post the COVID-19 pan-
demic years, the data pro-
vided by the company has
shown.

In the financial year (FY)
of 2022-23, Bescom sold
over 29,000 million units
(MU) of power, which is
more than the 27,849 MU it
had sold during the pre-
pandemic period (FY 2019-
20). Until November 2023,
Bescom has already sold
23,665 MU electricity.

Gruha Jyothi scheme
The growth of sales has
been observed in both
high-tension (HT) and low-
tension (LT) categories,
with the latter being the
major contributor. In FY
2020-21, the company had
sold 18,464 MU of power to
LT consumers while in
2022-23, the sales touched
20,488 MU. According to a
senior official in Bescom,
the LT numbers are ex-
pected to rise further ow-
ing to the introduction of
the Gruha Jyothi scheme.

AT T

X

Even in HT sales, there
was an increase from 6,245
MU in 2020-21 to 8,845 MU
in 2022-23. Even in FY
202324, the sales had
touched 6,593 MU by No-
vember itself. Over the
years, Bescom has been
taking several steps to keep
HT consumers from choos-
ing open-access suppliers.

Energy charges

One such scheme is the
Discounted Energy Rate
Scheme (DERS), which en-
courages industries to use
more power by providing it
at a discounted price. Dur-
ing the tariff revision in
May 2023, the Karnataka
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (KERC) re-

Source: The Hindu , p.5, Jan 13, 2024

duced the energy charges
under the DERS from %6
per unit to 35.

Senior officials from the
Finance Department of
Bescom said the DERS was
one of the main reasons for
HT sales increasing over
the years, along with the
good health of the econo-
my.

ToD tariff system

“After the pandemic, as the
revival of the economy be-
gan, more industries and
commercial establish-
ments, large buildings are
up and running. With our
Time of Day (ToD) tariff
system and other benefit-
ing schemes, these new es-
tablishments chose Bes-

Bescom sales

(in million @l

4 /
units) = &
\

Source: Bescom

com instead of open access
and thus accelerated our
sales,” an official said.

The increasing sales of
the electricity utility,
which is expected to conti-
nue even in FY 2024-25, is
also expected to help in
bringing down the revenue
deficit in the upcoming
years. “Better sales, espe-
cially in HT, will result in a
better Annual Revenue Re-
quirement (ARR) which in
turn helps in bridging the
revenue gap,” a senior offi-
cial noted.

Bescom had asked for
an ARR of%62,133.47 crore,
out of which the KERC ap-
proved an ARR of
358,109.95 crore during
the tariff revision in 2023.



State approves 73 investment
proposals worth over Rs 3,900 cr

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
State-Level Single Window
Clearance Committee (SLS-
WCC), headed by the In-
dustries Minister M B Patil,
on Friday approved 73 proj-
ects cumulatively worth Rs
3,935.52 crore.

These projectsare expected
togenerate 15,000 jobs in the
state. The proposals approved
by the single window commit-
tee include a Rs 490.5 crore
investment plan by the Benga-
luru-based ETL Secure Space
Limited and Rs 346.35 crore
projectby DhaSH PV Technol-
ogies Private Limited.

“The SLSWCC approved
nine projects, the investment
valueofwhichisinexcessof Rs
50 crore. The nine proposals,
once realised, will draw a to-
tal investment of Rs 2,424.28
crore, with the potential to
create 9,200 jobs.

As many as 59 new proj-
ects, the capital of which is in

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

the Rs 15 crore to Rs 50 crore
band, were also approved by the
committee — these are expected
to attract Rs 1,423.57 crore in
investment, with the promise of
generating employment oppor-
tunitiesfornearly 5,300 people,”
the statementreleased bytheIn-
dustries department stated.

The minister claimed that
the clearance of more than 70
projects at a single meeting was
an indication of the efficiency
that the single-window system
had ushered in in the approval
process. Patil added that these
projects would ensure equitable
investmentacrossthe diversere-
gions of the state. “Many of the
projects approved by the SLS-
WCC would be implemented in
the North Karnataka districts,”
he stated.

i Insolvency and Ba
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Pay hike unlikely as govt may put 7th Pay Commission on hold

BV.Shivashankar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: State government
employees are likely to go
without a pay hike this year as
the proposal to increase sala-
ries is shrouded in uncertain-
ty with the government mull-
ing delaying implementation
of the 7th Pay Commission.
Officials cite a revenue
crunch as the primary cause
for the delay, emphasizing that
the focus of next month’s state
budget will be on mobilising

resources to fund the govern-
ment'’s five guarantee schemes.

Representatives of Karna-
taka State Govern-
ment Employees As-
sociation (KSGA) are
concerned over this
potential delay and
are hopeful that chief
minister Siddaramai-
ah will accept the pay
commission’s report
and allocate funds.

A meeting between KSGA
and the CM scheduled for Fri-

q

scheme.

day was postponed since Sid-
daramaiah was occupied with
the launch of the Yuva Nidhi
d accepted recommendations

could address it outside the
budget presentation.
In 2018, Siddaramaiah had

& Nelagudri, KSGA
secretary, said the
demand for a salary
increase is a long-
pending one and
emphasised the gov-
ernment’s commit-
ment to meeting it.
KSGA also said the pay hike
need not be announced in the
budget and that Siddaramaiah

of the 5th Pay Commission
and announced a 30% pay
hike for employees just before
presenting the budget for
2018-19 in February. It in-
creased government expend-
iture by Rs 10,508 crore.

But a senior finance de-
partment official said the gov-
ernment may be constrained
this time. A similar 30% hike

Source: The Times of India, p. 6, Jan 13, 2024.

would cost the government
around Rs 12,000 crore, but the
association is pushing for a
40% hike (Rs 16,000 crore).
The official said meeting
the demand will be a “chal-
lenge”, since the government
is compelled to implement the
five guarantee schemes which
will cost the exchequer an es-
timated Rs 58,000 crore in 2024-
25. An expected shortfall in tax
revenue adds to the complex-
ity of the problem. While the
current fiscal budget estimates

revenue from state-owned
taxes at Rs 1.7 lakh crore, offi-
cials expect actual collection
to be around Rs 1.6 lakh crore.

Basavaraj Rayareddi, eco-
nomic adviser to the CM who
is overseeing pre-budget meet-
ings, acknowledged the weight
of guarantee schemes on the
exchequer: He said the CM will
take a decision, considering
financial constraints and com-
peting priorities. A salary hike
for employees, therefore,
hangs in the balance.

State to introduce sector-based booster
Kits for start-ups in a month’s time

Shilpa Elizabeth
BENGALURU

The State government is
planning to introduce new
sector-based booster kits
for start-ups in a month.

IT/BT Minister Priyank
Kharge told The Hindu the
new kit will be more practi-
cal than the earlier ones
with its sector-based ap-
proach.

“We are evaluating what
it is that a particular sector
needs,” he said.

“For example, in the
biotech space, startups are
not the problem, scaling is;
Idea to proof of concept is

Continued..
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IT/BT Minister Priyank Kharge interacting with The Hindu in
Bengaluru on Sunday. SUDHAKARA JAIN

not a challenge, but from
there to Stage-1 is. After
that funding gets easy. If it
is a robotics startup, they
can be tied up with ART-

PARK. If it’s a life sciences
startup, they could be gi-
ven an opportunity to
work in medical science
colleges or other similar in-

M p

stitutes. We are talking to
people in various sectors
and trying to figure out
how to help,” Mr. Kharge
said.

The start-up Karnataka
booster kit was launched
initially in 2016. The kit
currently includes a range
of software tools, cloud
credits, access to mentors,
incubators and govern-
ment funding, and legal
and financial consultants,
and is available for any
start-up registered with the
government of Karnataka.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8



Sector-based booster
kits for start-ups soon

“The last booster kit that was made was during my
previous tenure. The successive governments did
not bother about that. Now, I'm talking to start-
ups, engage with them very often and trying to
understand what they want specifically,” the Mi-
nister said.

Working with VCs

Mr. Kharge also noted that in the context of the
ongoing funding winter, the government, for the
first time, has been working with the Venture Cap-
italists to come up with a blueprint to understand
how the former could help start-ups add more
value.

The government is also coming up with a fra-
mework which would allow fewer number of
start-ups to fail, he said.

“One part of it is the ELEVATE programme. Not
all start-ups need money to succeed. Some can
succeed with mentorship, some with market ac-
cess, some by getting their first client. The govern-
ment wants to facilitate all these. We have intro-
duced the preferential market access for start-ups
where government can be the first customer for
start-ups,” Mr. Kharge noted, adding that he is also
engaging with banks to understand where govern-
ment intervention is required.

The ELEVATE call, which recently closed, got
close to 900 applications in less than a month.
ELEVATE Unnati for start-ups with founders from
SC/ST communities has received 83 applications,
said Mr. Kharge.

He noted that the State is also keen to work
with start-ups to solve problems related to urban
infrastructure and mobility and an urban solu-
tions summit is being planned by Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar.

The Minister came down heavily on the central
government for the high angel tax and questioned
if the Centre is serious about Start-up India.

Source: The Hindu , p.1 &8, Jan 14, 2024
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Comingsoon: South

India’s largest Multimodal
Logistics Parkin Bengaluru

Groundwork begins on
400-acre facility aimed at
reducing overall logistics

costs from13%to 9%

—

MUTHI-UR-RAHMAN SIDDIQUI
BENGALURU, DHNS

roundwork has begun to con-

struct South India’s largest Multi-

modal Logistics Park (MMLP) at
Obalapura on the northern outskirts of
Bengaluru, with full-fledged construc-
tion slated to startin March.

Spreadover 400 acres, the MMLP will
provide a host of logistics, warehousing
and cold storage facilities thatare aimed
at reducing overall logistics costs from
13%to 9% and making exports competi-
tive. It willhandle about 30 million met-
ric tonnes of cargo by 2070.

The MMLP is expected to boost the
industrial areas in Bengaluru, Tumaku-
ruand the surrounding districts. Plus, it
willeliminate the need for trucks coming
into the city to deliver goods, reducing
traffic congestion.

TheRs1,770-crore projectis being de-
veloped by Bengaluru MMLP Pvt Ltd,
a special-purpose vehicle with three
stakeholders. The NHAI's National
Highways Logistics Management Lim-
ited (NHLML) owns the majority stake
(51.29%), followed by the Karnataka
Industrial Areas Development Board
(32.38%) and Rail Vikas Nigam Limited
(16.33%).

On August 29, 2023, the SPV signed
an agreement with private firm PATH
Bengaluru Logistics Park Pvt Ltd, which
will build the project under the Design,
Build, Finance, Operate and Transfer
(DBFOT) basis.

Aspertheagreement, the concession-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.
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aire will develop and operate warehous-
ing facilities while the NHLML will only
charge the lease.

Asthe name suggests, the MMLP will
facilitate connectivity through different
modes of transport. Its location is stra-
tegic: Onits eastern flank, the KIADB s
building anindustrial park. Onthe south
runs the Bengaluru-Hubballi-Mumbai
railway line while the north is bound by
the Satellite Town Ring Road’s Dobb-
spet-Doddaballapur-Hoskote stretch
(NH 648). The STRR will help connect
the MMLP with the Kempegowda In-
ternational Airport (55 km away) and
the Chennai port through the Bengalu-
ru-Chennai Expressway. Dobbspet,
known for its mechanical, automobile
and electrical engineering industries, is
about12km away.

The MMLP will be developedin three
phases. The first phase is to be complet-
ed in 2026, the second in 2034 and the
third in 2039. “The first phase is the
mostimportantand will be ready in two
years,”an official from the NHLML told
DH.

As part of the groundwork, the con-
tractor hasstarted clearing and levelling
the ground and erecting boundary pil-
lars. The foundation for an RCC plant
hasalso been dug, the official said.

In the first phase, the MMLP will get

road connectivitywith the surroundings.
Theseinclude a trumpetinterchange on
NH 648and afour-km-long commonac-
cessroad forthe MMLP and the KIADB
industrial park. A separate contractor
will be hired to construct the road, ac-
cording to the official.

In the second phase, the MMLP will
get 1.1-km-long sidings that will direct-
ly connect it to the main railway line
and the Dodbele train station by 2028.
A siding is a short railway track away
from the main line, where trains run at
low speeds. Rail Vikas Nigam Limited
(RVNL)will construct both sidings with-
inthe MMLP, the official said.

The MMLP will have also customs fa-
cilities where exporters can pay thereq-
uisite feesto processtheir consignments.

Accordingto the official, the MMLP’s
true potential will be realised when the
sidings come. Until then, it will be used
for general warehousing where trucks
canloadorunload and goods can be dis-
tributed further on.

“Trucks coming from the north
wouldn’t have to enter Bengaluru. They
can use the MMLP’s warehousing fa-
cilities for loading and unloading of
goods, which will be fully mechanised.
The goods can thenbe sentto the city by
small vehicles,” the official said.

G R Shanmugappa, president of the
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BENGALURU’S OWN LOGISTICS HUB
Location: Obalapura, Nelamangala
taluk

Area: 406 acres (including common
road)

Cost: Rs 1,770 crore

Construction start date: March 2024
Deadline: Phase 1 (2026), Phase 2
(2034), Phase 3 (2039)
Implementing agency: Bengaluru
MMLP Pvt Ltd

Concessionaire: PATH Bengaluru
Logistics Park Pvt Ltd

Concession period: 45 years

Road: Next to National Highway 648
(STRR)

Rail: Next to Bengaluru-Hubballi-
Mumbai line; 1.1-km siding

Air: 55 km from KIA

Port: Chennai port through STRR and
Bengaluru-Chennai expressway
Land acquisition: KIADB has
acquired 291 acres out of the 406
acres required, and deposited
compensation for 90 more acres. The
acquisition of another 25 acres is in
process.

Federation of Karnataka State Lor-
ry Owners and Agents Association,
explained why the MMLP could be a
game-changer.

Trucks from, say Mumbai or Delhi,
can unload at the MMLP at any point
in time and go back. The goods can be
stockedatthe MMLP’s cold storage facil-
itiesand takeninto Bengaluruwhenever
required. “This will help truckersaswell
as businesses. Truckers wouldn’t have
to bribe the police within the city to get
clearances. Businesses can plan better.
Traffic within the city will also reduce,”
hesaid.

According to Shanmuggappa, the
MMLP’s cold storage facilities will help
increase the shelflife of fruits and other
produce. He called for similar logistics
parksinElectronics Cityand other parts
of Bengaluru.




Source: Vijayakarnataka, p.05, Jan.1 5, 2024
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