Society and Economy of
Karnataka in News

VOoPR: JANUARY

An I nitiati weadft etnBE®@unroedtawoci o
economic issues pertaining to Karnat al
dankewspapers

CONTENTS

Agri cul ture

Decentrali sati on

Economy

Educati on

Environment
Heal t h

Gender

Governance

Soci al | ssues
Urban Affailr s




AGRICULTURE

Millets to be introduced in Indira Canteens, midday meals

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Friday an-
nounced that millets
would be introduced in In-
dira Canteens, midday
meals in schools, anganwa-
dis, and public distribution
system.

Inaugurating the three-
day International Trade
Fair on Millets and Organ-
ics organised by the De-
partment of Agriculture in
association with various
organisations in Bengalu-
ru, Mr. Siddaramaiah said
he would soon convene a
meeting of officials from
the departments of Food,
Agriculture,  Education,

Astall at the International Trade Fair on Millets and Organics at
Palace Grounds in Bengaluru on Friday. SUDHAKARA JAIN

RDPR, and Municipalities
to discuss the modalities
for introduction of millets.

This was necessary con-
sidering the health benefits

and nutritional value of
millets, he observed.

Mr. Siddaramaiah also
directed the officials to
take the initiative of ex-

Source: The Hindu , p.6, Jan. 6, 2024
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porting sowing seeds of
millets from Karnataka to
different countries. He
asked the authorities con-
cerned to encourage farm-
ers to produce quality sow-
ing seeds of varieties of
millets that are required by
different countries. He said
a separate cell would be set
up to promote this.

Presently,  Karnataka
produces about 20 lakh
tonnes of millets a year, he
said, while stressing the
need to increase it.

He observed that of late
millets and organic foods
were becoming popular
due to their health benefits

and Karnataka  had
brought out an organic
farming policy.

Congress MLA Vinay
Kulkarni surprised eve-
ryone at the event by pu-
blicly demanding that Ms.
Karandlaje should respond
to Karnataka’s plea for
drought relief.

Mr. Kulkarni, who too
was seated on the dais,
walked up to Ms. Karan-
dlaje who was addressing
the gathering, and publicly
asked her to respond to the
State’s request to the
Centre to release drought
relief.

Though taken aback,
Ms. Karandlaje told him to
desist from “indulging in
politics” and sternly asked
him to go back to his seat.
Mr. Kulkarni went back to
his seat after being chided.
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NOT IN THEIR INTEREST

Farmersinquicksand as
ovt continues to borrow
time over loan waiver

Pending from 2017 & 2018
schemes; Covid, software
glitches blamed

v

N B HOMBAL
BENGALURU, DHNS

smanyas 30,733 farmers whowereeligible

for loan waiver through the 2017 and 2018
chemes are still running pillar to post get

their waiver amount sanctioned, even as the Sid-
daramaiah government is gearing up to launch
another farm loan interest waiver scheme and
provide acompensation of Rs 2,000 to farmers.

InJune 2017, in hisfirst term as chief minister,
Siddaramaiah had announced a farmloan waiver
of uptoRs 50,000, under which the government
isyetto clear Rs 129.67 crore.

Under the farm loan waiver scheme of uptoRs
1lakh, launched by the Congress-JD(S) coalition
government headed by H D Kumaraswamy, Rs
232 crore is pending for disbursal. From both
schemes, cumulatively, Rs 361.67 croreis pending
since 2021.

As many as 13,334 of the 30,733 farmers are
yettoreceive loan waiver benefits under the farm
loan waiver scheme launched by Kumaraswamy
in 2018. The remaining 17,399 are yet to receive
aid under Siddaramaiah’s scheme.

According to data from the co-operation de-
partmentaccessed by DH,17.5lakh farmers were
eligible under Kumaraswamy’s scheme, after
rejecting 1.57 lakh loan waiver applications pro-
cessed through the special loan waiver certifica-
tion software.

The delay of four to five years has resulted in
most of these (30,733) farmers failing to secure
loans from respective co-operative banks.

On the final day of the legislature session in Be-
lagavilast month, Siddaramaiah had announced
an interest waiver on farm loans for those who
have repaid the principal amount in full.

Aseniorbureaucratin the co-operation depart-
menttold DHthat the entire country had cometo
astandstill duetothe outbreak of Covid pandemic.

“BJP’s tenure since 2019 was marred by the
outbreak of Covid pandemic, asaresultof which,

As minister, | tried my best to get
thisRs 361.67 crore released
to farmers. But the finance
department has not taken any
decision on this yet. | ensured
that the 30,733 farmers'
applications were sorted and did
put up afile for early release of
fundsin 2021 itself
—STSomashekhar,
Former co-operation minister

the government mobilised all resources to tackle
the pandemic. Since then, confusion over the re-
lease of funds has remained,” sources said.

The officer said the co-operation department
had been pursuing with the finance department
torelease the arrears, besides readying a plan to
rollout Siddaramaiah’s latest promise of interest
waiver for farm loans.

Data from the co-operation departmentshows
that in the 2022-23 fiscal year, 28.86 lakh farm-

Inthis file photo, farmers line up to submit applications for farm loan waiver in

.

Belagavi.

ers have cumulatively taken loan of Rs 21,224.05
crore from various co-operative financial institu-
tions. Inthe same period, 5.48 lakh farmers have
cumulatively taken loan of Rs 9,761.85 crore from
various nationalized banks.

Ofthe 28.86 lakh farmers who have taken loans
from co-operative societies, 18.64 lakh farmers
repaid Rs 12,849.19 crore till November 2023,
while 47,733 farmers have defaulted in their
payment, to the tune of Rs 320.56 crore in the
same period.

Former co-operation minister S T Somashek-
hartold DH'that theregistration of farmers’loan
waiver applications became a tedious process
with the new software during his tenure.

This resulted in the finance department not
releasing funds on time, compounding problems
for this small section of affected farmers.

“Asminister, I tried mybest to get this Rs 361.67
crore released to farmers. But the finance de-
partment has not taken any decision on this yet.
I ensured that the 30,733 farmers’ applications
were sorted and did put up afile for early release
of funds in 2021 itself,” he said.

Somashekhar said the delay had caused an-
otherset of problemsto these farmersastheyare
notabletosecureloans from co-operative banks,
where they have accounts. Theyarenow forcedto
take loans from private money lenders.

\

J

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

5,Jan 7, 2024




Millet pizza, burger
at mela in the city

University of Agricultural Sciences-Raichur has come out with more than

100 millet-based products, the highest for any institution in State

B.S. Satish Kumar
BENGALURU

he humble millets
T are breaking culin-
ary stereotypes, as
the ongoing international
trade fair on millets and or-
ganics in  Bengaluru
proves. On display are va-
rious food items made
from millets, ranging from
pizza and burgers to cho-
colate items and popcorn.
University of Agricultu-
ral Sciences-Raichur has
come out with more than
100 millet-based products,
which is said to be the
highest for any institution
in Karnataka. They include
millet pizza, burger,
sweets, popcorn, cake,
muffins, donuts, cookies,
bread and flakes besides
millet-based cold coffee.

Baked chakkuli
UAS-Raichur has also come
out with millet chakkuli,
which is baked and not
fried. UAS-Raichur Assis-
tant Professor Sudha Devi
says that this foxtail-based
chakkuli is healthier than
the conventional one for
several reasons, including
the fact that it is not fried.
These products do not
have any preservatives or
maida component. “We
have used whole wheat
flour instead of maida,” she
says. At the same time, the
shelf life of some of these
millet-based bakery pro-

These products do not have any preservatives or maida
component.

ducts like bread are shor-
ter when compared with
the conventional ones, as
they do not use preserva-
tives. “But these millet-
based products are health-
ier,” she says.

Rice look-alikes

The university has pro-
duced restructured parti-
cles of Little Millet that re-
semble rice grains both in
shape and colour with the
help of moulds. “This is
mainly to cater to the inter-
ests of those who want
even millets to be like rice,”
she says. UAS-Raichur As-
sistant Professor Umesh
Hiremath says, “These pro-
ducts have been developed
by the Centre of Excellence
of Millets, which had been

established at the universi-
ty about five years ago.”

According to him, the
university is the first Insti-
tution in Karnataka to have
a centre dedicated to mil-
lets. The centre has been
providing short and long-
duration training to entre-
preneurs on millet-based
products.

Value-chain park

The university is getting
ready to set up a Millet Va-
lue Chain Park, which will
cover end-to-end solution
starting from sowing seeds
to value addition of the
produce. The proposed
park, which was sanc-
tioned in 2021, is likely to
be set up in about six
months, he says.

Source: The Hindu , p.4, Jan. 7, 2024




Unseasonal rain during harvestlng season adds to woes of Kodagu coffee planters

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
MADIKERI

Coffee planters in Kodagu
district, who are grappling
with shortage of labour,
right now have a new pro-
blem on hand - unseasonal

rain, bang in the middle of 5

coffee harvesting and dry-
ing season.

Rain since Thursday
morning in Kodagu have
become a cause for worry
for farmers.

The coffee growers in
Kodagu have begun har-
vesting over the past few
days and commenced sun-
drying process. However,

Labourers working in a coffee plantation at Virajpet in Kodagu district. DARSHAN DEVAIAK B.P.

they are concerned that perly drying the beans.

cloudy and rainy weather

Planter Dhyan Ponnap-
will pose challenges in pro-  pa of Kutta in South Koda-

gu said: “Without proper
drying within the next four
days, we may face signifi-

cant losses.” According to a
rainfall alert by Karnataka
State Natural Disaster Mon-
itoring Centre (KSNDMC),
rain is likely to continue ov-
er the next few days.

Period of high demand
This problem is an addi-
tion to the already existing
problem they face of shor-
tage of labour. The de-
mand for coffee-picking
workers is particularly
high during the December-
April period since it is ro-
busta coffee harvesting
season in the district.

In various parts of the
district, coffee estate own-

ers are seen roaming in the
city in search of labourers.
In Virajpet, especially on
Wednesdays, which is the
market day, planters from
different parts of villages
visit the town to seek la-
bourers, who, on that day,
frequent the market since
it is their weekly off.

A widely shared photo
on social media depicts a
coffee estate owner in Ko-
dagu holding a board that
reads “workers wanted to
pick coffee beans.”

The person has also af-
fixed a board to his jeep,
announcing the wages he
is willing to pay for the

workers, mdlcatmg the se-
venly of the crisis.

“For the past five years,
we have been encounter-
ing significant labour shor-
tages for coffee picking.
Previously, labourers used
to come from North Karna-
taka, Tamil Nadu, and
parts of Mysuru. However,
they have stopped coming
as they find employment in
the city, particularly in
construction work. In the
last three years, we got pe-
ople from Assam. This
year, they are not coming
until the general elections
are over,” Sandeep Muth-
appa, a planter from Viraj-

pet told The Hindu.

Currently, labourers are
paid 35 to %6 per kg of cof-
fee beans picked, which
planters argue is a burden
considering the plummet-
ing returns.

Nanda Nanaiah from
Madikeri said: “With no
other options, we have to
resort to outsourcing the
harvest work through con-
tract system, leading to
substantial losses for coffee
growers. Alternatively, pay-
ing 35 to 6 per kg for pick-
ing leads to losses for the
growers. A person normal-
ly picks 100 to 150 kg of cof-
fee beans per day.”

Source: The Hindu , p.7, Jan. 7, 2024
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Fair on millets and
Organics sees
business transactions
of X170 crore

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The three-day internation-
al trade fair on millets and
organics that concluded in
Bengaluru on Sunday saw
total business transactions
of 170 crore.

According to Agricul-
ture Minister N. Cheluva-
rayaswamy, this included
B2B transactions of 150
crore and transactions in
stalls amounting to %20
crore.

It may be noted that the
main intention of the an-
nual fair was to provide a
common platform for all
stakeholders in the sector
of millets and organics to
boost the exports of the
State’s millets and organic
produce.

The idea is to make sure
that the millets and organ-
ic produce reaches con-
sumers, and to also help
provide remunerative mar-
kets to farmers, observed
an official.

The B2B business agree-
ments pertained to the
transaction of 17,192 MTs
of produce, the officials
pointed out. In all, the fair
witnessed 213 B2B meet-
ings and signing of 41 let-
ters of intents/MoUs.

The business transac-
tions pertained to all varie-
ties of millets, Byadagi chil-
lis, spices, organic jaggery,
turmeric powder, and or-
ganic vegetables. The fair
witnessed a huge demand
for millet value-added pro-
ducts like cookies, malts,
millets powder, ready-to-

cook and
items etc.

The fair, which was in-
augurated by Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah, saw an
estimated 2 lakh visitors in
the last three days.

It also saw the participa-
tion of delegates from va-
rious States besides other
countries, including Aus-
tralia, the U.A.E., Kenya,
and Kuwait. In all, the fair
had 310 stalls, including
100 under the Karnataka
pavilion that were dedicat-
ed to farmers, research in-
stitutes, and FPOs. It also
saw the participation of 35
start-ups engaged in mil-
lets and organics
business.

Addressing the valedic-
tory function, Mr. Cheluva-
rayaswamy said 51 subject
experts had delivered lec-
tures at the fair.

Deputy Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar hailed
the authorities concerned
for organising such an
event. Union Minister for
Agriculture Arjun Munda
hoped that millets and or-
ganic cultivation methods
would provide a solution
to the country’s water
woes and issues with soil
fertility.

Referring to the popu-
larity of millets and organ-
ics in Karnataka and its
prime position in the sec-
tor, Revenue Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda ob-
served that Karnataka had
also emerged as capital of
millets and organics in ad-
dition to being a IT and BT
hub.

ready-to-eat

Source: The Hindu , p.2, Jan. 8, 2024




Coffee prices at 15-year
high, growers thrilled

ManuAiyappa.Kanathanda
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Skyrocketing
prices of coffee beans, trig-
gered by a global shortage in
crop production, has offered
coffee growers in the state a
rare glimmer of hope. Prices
are now at a 15-year high and
have come as a boon for grow-
ers who have endured a tu-
multuous past decade.

Although the yield has
been poor this year too due to
drought, record prices have
brought relief for growers in
Kodagu, Chikkamagaluru,
and parts of Hassan.

BEANS TO BUCKS

Mustafa, a prominent cof-
fee dealer in Gonikoppal,
Kodagu, revealed that a 50kg
bag of Robusta beans goes for
Rs 6,600 and 6,800, while Ara-
bica is priced at Rs 7,750 to
7,850. This is a substantial
increase from average prices
since 2008, when Robusta was
priced below Rs 3,000 and
Arabica at less than Rs 5,000.

KG Jagadeesha, CEO and
secretary, Coffee Board, said
a substantial uptick in global
demand, primarily influ-
enced by Brazil, the world’s
foremost coffee exporter, has
seen prices shoot up. He said
extreme weather conditions
(frost in 2021) has affected
crops in the South American
nation. “Growers there are
currently replanting, leading
to an increase in prices,”
Jagadeesha said.

He said despite poor

ment

Arabica parch

%13,700-13,900 / 50kg

Arabica cherry
¥7,750-7,850 / 50kg

Robusta parchment

Robusta cherry
¥6,600-6,800 / 50kg

yields, coffee production is
expected to touch 3.54 lakh
tonnes, a marginal increase
over last year’s production of
3.52 lakh tonnes.

Karnataka dominates the
country’s coffee business, ac-
counting for a staggering 71%
of overall production, fol-
lowed by Kerala (21%), and
Tamil Nadu (5%). Major ex-
port markets for India’s pro-
duce include Italy, Belgium,
Germany, and Russia.

Over the past decade,
growers had struggled with
low prices and high produc-
tion costs exacerbated by la-
bour shortage, and diseases.

Source: The Times of India , p.6,Jan 8, 2024
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Consequently, many small
and marginal growers aban-
doned cultivation and divert-
ed their efforts towards real
estate, tourism, or more lucra-
tive crops like arecanut and
pepper.

Naveen Somaiah, a sec-
ond-generation coffee planter
in Thithimathi, said while
larger growers mitigated the
impact of drought through
various water management
resources, smaller ones (two
to 10 acres) suffered.

BC Cariappa, Karnataka
Planters’ Association mem-
ber, said, “Growers, in gen-
eral, are in distress due to
multiple factors. The current
price surge won’t compensate
for years of losses.”

Although the price of cof-
fee in India is typically influ-
enced by international mar-
kets, traders say the local
market is yet to reflect the
increase in overseas prices.
‘Price cartelization’ by local
buyers also limits earnings
and quality issues (outturn)
are being exploited to lower
prices, growers say.

But they expect prices to
rise in hotels, restaurants,
and coffee shops in the sec-
ond half of the year. Pres-
ently, a cup of coffee costs Rs
12 to Rs 15 in common hotels,
while rates in upscale coffee
shops vary between Rs 100
and Rs 800.

However, experts predict a
potential decrease in demand
for coffee as supply increases
in January and February;, al-
though they anticipate an
increase later in the year.



2.75 tmcft of Krishna water
to be released for chilli crop

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government on
Sunday decided to release
2.75 tmcft water from Al-
matti and Narayanpur re-
servoirs to save chilli crop
in the Upper Krishna
basin.

“Water will be released
immediately. Water has to
flow 75 km and is expected
to reach in two or three
days,” Deputy Chief Minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar told
presspersons here on Sun-
day.

He said that a meeting
was held with district in-
charge Ministers and legis-
lators of Kalaburagi, Rai-
chur, Bagalkot, Yadgir dis-
tricts.

“They explained the sit-
uation and urged the water
to be released. Despite go-
vernment’s request not to
raise crops in severe
drought conditions, some
farmers have cultivated
chilli instead of paddy. If
this crop is destroyed, the
estimated loss will be
around 32,000 crore.”

Mr. Shivakumar, who
holds the Water Resources
portfolio, said: “To protect
our farmers, we have de-
cided to release 2.75 tmcft
of water for one last time.
Protesting farmers and le-
gislators should now en-
sure that the water should
be used only for chilli

''''''

The Lal Bahadur Shastri reservoir at Almatti. FILE PHOTO

crops. We have released
the water hoping that the
farmers will utilise the wa-
ter in a responsible man-
ner,” he said.

“Earlier we had protect-
ed Mandya farmers. Later
when there was an issue
with Bhadra water, we had
resolved that problem too.
Now the chilli growers in
the Upper Krishna basin
are also being protected.
No water will be released
for agricultural purposes,”
he said.

When asked about the
water storage situation, he
said: “Almatti and Narayan-
pur dams together have 47
tmcft of water. About 37
tmcft of water is needed
for drinking water and 3
tmcft for other purposes.
1.5 tmcft of water will be
lost during water flow.

Source: The Hindu , p.6, Jan. 8, 2024

Now we have decided to
release 2.75 tmcft water
due to the demand from
this region.”

He said that the respon-
sibility of monitoring water
usage will be with people’s
representatives and farm-
ers’ organisations. “You
have to make good use of
water. We have also in-
structed our officials,” he
said.

On the proposal over
river-linking proposal, Mr.
Shivakumar said: “This is a
Central government pro-
ject. This is a big project,
and we should not deviate
from the issue we are fac-
ing now. A team of 31 par-
liamentarians from Centre
is coming to inspect Cauv-
ery today and tomorrow.
Our irrigation problems
will also be discussed.”



High Court bans mining
within 20-km radius of
KRS in Mandya district

The ban will apply even on existing mining licences that were already granted by the authorities,

and will be in force till the statutory study on dam safety is conducted by an expert body

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he High Court of
T Karnataka has
banned all types of

mining and quarrying
within a 20-km radius of
the historic Krishnarajasa-

gar (KRS) in Mandya
district.
The ban will apply even

for those mining activities
within a 20-km radius for
which permissions/licenc-
es were already granted by
the authorities, or already
operating in the area, or
were permitted on the or-
ders of the court in earlier
rounds of litigation, the
High Court said.

The court also said that
the ban will be in force till
the completion of a study
by experts and the deci-
sion to be taken by the
State committee on dam
safety, set up as per the
provisions of the Dam Sa-
fety Act, 2021.

A division bench com-
prising Chief Justice Pra-
sanna B. Varale and Justice
Krishna S. Dixit passed the
interim order by taking
suo motu cognisance of re-
quiring a study as per the
law to access possible dan-
ger to the dam of mining
activities.

The Bench took cogni-
sance of dam safety while
hearing a petition filed by
C.G. Kumar, a land owner
from Chinakurali village of
Pandavapura taluk in

water source for lakhs of people for drinking and irrigation purposes.

Mandya district. The peti-
tioner had questioned a
restriction imposed in
May 2023, by the Deputy
Commissioner, Mandya
district, against using the
land for quarrying and
mining as one of the res-
trictions prevented him
from using his agricultural
land for quarrying even af-
ter its conversion for non-
agricultural purposes.
Noticing that the court,
in certain petitions earlier,
had permitted mining
within a 20-km radius of
the dam, the Bench said
that such an order came to
be passed as the Dam Safe-
ty Act, 2021, was not
brought to its notice.
Pointing out that the
Deputy  Commissioner,
Mandya, had rightly

Source: The Hindu , p.6, Jan. 9, 2024

banned mining using ex-
plosives around a 20-km
radius of the dam, the
Bench said that the peti-
tioner cannot seek permis-
sion for allowing mining
activities, whether with
blasting or not, till the de-
cision is taken by the com-
mittee as per the provi-
sions of the Dam Safety
Act.

The court observed that
the dam was built under
the guidance of visionaries
like Bharat Rathna Sir M.
Visvesvaraya and the then
Maharaja of Mysore Nalva-
di Krishnaraja Wadiyar
and serves as main water
source for lakhs of people
for drinking and irrigation
purposes.

The court noted that
the State government had

entrusted to a team of ex-
perts the task of studying
the impact of mining and
quarrying activities
around KRS a couple of
years ago, but the experi-
mental blasting activities
could not be undertaken,
initially due to COVID-19
and subsequently due to
want of suitable condition
for experimental blasting.
Though the govern-
ment said that the study
would be completed with-
in six months, the Bench
said that it is not imposing
any deadline for comple-
tion of the study as it is for
the experts to decide the
conducive period and con-
duct the experimental
blasts and record related
data to access safety threat
to the dam from blasting.



Onions, tomatoes, pulses bump up
veggie plate prices by 12% in Dec.

Crisil Market Intelligence and Analytics’ monthly report on food plate costs indicates consumer food price inflation may

have risen beyond November's 87% pace; National Statistical Office to release December retail inflation numbers this Friday

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

n an indication that
lfood inflation pres-

sures may have wor-
sened in December, the
cost of putting together a
vegetarian food plate shot
up 12% year-on-year last
month, compared with 9%
in November YoY, as per a
monthly food plate costs’
tracker compiled by Crisil
Market Intelligence and
Analytics.

The primary source of
food inflation in December
were onions and tomatoes,
which recorded price
spikes of 82% and 42%, res-

The ‘OTP’ effect

Onions, tomatoes record price spikes of 82% and 42% YoV,
respectively; prices of pulses increased 24%

m Veg, food plate
cost ¥29.7 in Dec., 3%
lower than Nov.,

but still the second
steepest in 4 months

= Sequential easing
due to 14% and 3%
on-month decrease
in onion and tomato
prices respectively

= Non-vegetarian plate costs drop
4% YoY and 5% from November levels
due to cheaper broilers

pectively, while price of
pulses accelerated 24%
from December 2022 le-
vels. India’s overall con-
sumer prices had risen at a
three-month high pace of

5.55% in November, while
food price inflation had
surged to 8.7% owing to
steeper price rise in veget-
ables, pulses, fruits, and
sugar. The Consumer Price

Source: The Hindu , p.16, Jan. 9, 2024

Index for December will be
released by the National
Statistical Office on Friday.

According to Crisil’s re-
search, a typical vegetar-
ian food plate, which in-
cludes rotis, vegetables,
rice, dal, curd and salad,
cost ¥29.7 in December,
about 3% lower than No-
vember, but still the se-
cond steepest in four
months.

The sequential easing in
vegetarian plate costs was
due to a 14% and 3% on-
month decrease in prices
of onion and tomato, res-
pectively, with the festive
season coming to an end,
the firm said on Monday.

By contrast, the average
price of a typical non-vege-
tarian plate, which replac-
es the dal component in a
vegetarian Thali  with
chicken, however,
dropped 4% from Decem-
ber 2022 levels. This was
attributed to a 15% dip in
prices of broilers, which
account for about 50% of a
non-vegetarian plate cost.

Broiler production

With broilers’” production
high, their prices fell 5% to
7% on a month-on-month
basis, bringing the average
non-vegetarian plate’s cost
down 5% to ¥57.6 from
¥60.4 in November 2023.



Coconut farming: A
toughnutto crack

Coconut farmers
doubt the govt’s
sincerity in raising
the MSP

PANDURANG HEGDE

ecently, the Cabinet
Committee on Eco-
omicAffairsincreased

the Minimum Support Price
(MSP) of coconut for 2024.
TheMSPforball copra,ordry
coconut,isnowRs12,000 per
quintal,anincrease of Rs 250,
and for milling copra, itis Rs
11,160, an increase of Rs 300
per quintal. The central gov-
ernment claims that this hike
ensures a better remunera-
tive price that will motivate
coconut farmers to expand
the production of copra.

This response follows
protests by coconut farmers
in southern states as prices
crashed, leading to a severe
financial crisis. Will these
MSP hikes truly benefit coco-
nut farmers and boost their
confidence to expand coco-
nut cultivation? The ground
reality of this nut case is not
onlyintriguing butalsoshows
theapathy of the ruling elites
in jettisoning the interest of
coconut farmers.

The present hike doesn’t
even come close to the cost
of coconut cultivation at Rs
16,670 per quintal. Withsuch
aglaringgap between the cost
of cultivationand returns, co-
conut farmers are facing an
existential crisis.

Asacoconut farmer, I have
faced challenges obtaining
fair prices for my product.
This year, I had to sell coco-
nuts without removing the
outer cover for a mere Rs 10
per nut and Rs 4 for a dried
nut, failing to recover input
and labour costs. Rising input
costs, pestand disease control
add to the cultivation cost.

Coconut, scientifically
known as Cocosnucifera, is
grown extensively in tropical
areas. InIndia, coconutholds
religious and cultural signifi-
cance. The aesthetic appeal
of coconut groves reflects
spiritual roots, providing
nutritional, economic, and
ecological security. It is a liv-
ing heritage of the past, pres-
ent,and future for humanity,
providing selfless service
throughout its long life and
yielding nuts and timber
whenitisdead.

Due to the versatile use of
each and every part of the
tree—leaves, nuts, husks,
and the shell—it is called
Kalpavruksha, a tree of life.
Thisistheonlytreethatyields
coconut water, coconut milk,
cream, and oil. And all this
canbe producedlocallyinde-
centralised units thatsupport
thelocal economy.

India, the Philippines, and
Indonesia are major coco-
nut-producing countries,
with India contributing to
72% of global production. In-
diais the only country where
coconut farmers invest in

systematic cultivation with
capital costs like irrigation
and external inputs. In the
Southeast Asian region, it is
grown as awild crop without
input costs. With a high cost
of cultivation and a low mar-
ket price, coconut farming is
aloss-making venture.

About 15 million people,
mostly small farmers, culti-
vate coconut in the southern
states of Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
and Karnataka.

The central government
hassetupthe Coconut Devel-
opmentBoard undertheMin-
istryof Agricultureand Farm-
ers Welfare withthe objective
of increasing productivity
and product diversification.
Itisintended to help develop
markets for coconut-based
products and to recommend
measures to regulate the
import of coconut products.
The technology mission on
coconuts announced by the
prime minister is another in-
itiative. Withoutanydynamic
outlook, both of these initia-
tives have failed toprotectthe
interests of coconut farmers.

Inordertounderstand the
crisis in coconut farming, we
need tosee the macro-import
policies of the governmentin
the edible oil sector. Over the
years, the government has
reduced the customs duty
on edible oil imports. These
are constantly lowered from
17.5% to 12.5% and extend-
ed until March 2025 to keep
the spiralling costs of edible
oildown.

However, the micro-impact
onthelocal edible oilindustry
is drastic, with a crash in the
price of coconut oil. Though
the stated objective of the
governmenttoreduceimport
dutyistoreininedibleoil pric-
es and inflation, in reality, it
brings huge profits to the re-
fineries thatimport palm oil.

Reduced import duty is
the primary cause of the de-
struction of the ‘atmanirbhar’
indigenousedible oil sectorin
the county.

Obviously, the macro-level
policies initiated by the cen-
tral government have had a
negative impact on coconut
farmers over the years. In-
stead of addressing the basic
issues faced by coconut farm-
ers, justtinkeringwith MSPis
apublicity gimmick.

Thisisaclassic ‘nutcase’of
ad hoc policies that demoral-
ise thefarmers, whereasinre-
ality, they help the monopoly
corporate sector reap wind-
fall profits at the cost of dec-
imating small-scale coconut
farmersand destabilising the
ecologically friendly, healthy
edibleoil sector that catersto
the needs of common people
insouthern states.

Do the government and
the decision-makers have the
sincerityand couragetostand
up to the corporate sector to
address this case of the nut
to bring back the dignity of
Kalpavruksha?

(The author has been a
small-scale coconut farmer
for over three decades)

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 8, Jan 10, 2024
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Millet laddu to be served
instead of groundnut chikki
on pilot basis in anganwadis

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

The Karnataka govern-
ment has revised the me-
nu of anganwadi children
and decided to provide
supplementary nutritious
food, some of which are
millet-based. The new me-
nu will contain items like
ready-to-eat khichdi and
millet laddu. The laddu
will be in the place of
groundnut chikki, while
milk and eggs will conti-
nue to stay on the menu.

Earlier, children bet-
ween 3 and 6 years were
given groundnut chikki for
breakfast with milk in the
anganwadis and sambar-
and-rice or dal khichdi for
lunch, which was made
from multiple raw material
supplied.

The Department of Wo-
men and Child Develop-
ment used to release funds
for purchasing raw mate-
rial like jaggery and
groundnuts for prepara-
tion of chikki. It also paid
for procuring groceries
such as rice, pulses, sam-

The Department of Women and Child Development has released

funds for purchasing raw material like jaggery and groundnuts for

preparation of chikki. FILE PHOTO

bar powder, tamarind,
mustard, oil, sprouts, and
so on, besides vegetables.

However, it was found
in many anganwadis that
the chikki was not being
prepared properly. There-
fore, most children didn’t
eat them or reportedly fell
sick. There were com-
plaints about lunch prepa-
ration too.

This led the department
to revise the menu. Now,
while chikki will be re-
placed, for lunch only rice,
vegetables, and pulses will
be purchased, and other
ingredients required for
sambar will be given in the

Source: The Hindu , p.10 Jan. 12, 2024

form of ready-to-mix
powder. Sambar can be
prepared cooking pulses
and vegetables and adding
the ready powders. The
khichdi will be made from
ready-to-eat mix.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Laxmi Hebbalkar, Minister
for Women and Child De-
velopment, said that quali-
ty issues had been noticed
during random visits to
anganwadis.

“This is a pilot project
implemented for three
months across the State,
then it will be continued,
in case the response is pos-
itive,” she said.



Promoting organic farmers, and produce for a
decade, this Mangaluru group has shown the way

Savayava Krushika Grahaka Balaga of Dakshina Kannada has won the trust of both farmers and consumers over the last decade, keeping a sharp eye on quality and price

Raviprasad Kamila
MANGALURU

ome Sunday, K. Ramanna, a farmer

from Kanarpa village, near Mundaje in

Dakshina Kannada district, gets up at

4.15 a.m. and drives his four-wheeler to
Mangaluru which is about 80 k.m. away. The
vehicle is full of vegetables cultivated organically
by him and some other farmers known to him in
the village. He sells them at the weekly “santhe”
(weekly market)) on Panje Mangesh Rao Road in
the central business district of Mangaluru
between 6 a.m. and 10.30 a.m. This is his routine
for a decade.

Savayava Krushika Grahaka Balaga (which is a
group of consumers promoting organic farm
products) of Mangaluru has been organising this
Sunday santhe since 2013. It is the shandy, now in
its 11th year, launched by consumers who want to
keep away from vegetables, fruits and other food
products grown or made using chemicals and to
create a market for organic farmers to promote
them.

How it began

K. Ratnakar Kulai, one of the people behind the
launch of this market and who is also the
Secretary of the Balaga, a registered body, told
The Hindu, “People like me and Addor Krishna
Rao began this in 2012 as ‘swavalambi santhe’ to
promote home-made products without making
any distinction as organic or chemical-based
products.

“We organised 12 ‘swavalambi santhes’, one
per month at different locations, including in
some houses, in Mangaluru during 2012. Then we
observed that consumers’ interest was more
towards purchasing organic products. Consumers
asked for organic vegetables and other products.
The Balaga was formed next year and chose Panje
Mangesh Rao Road to hold the shandy on the
roadside to promote the sale of only organic
vegetables and other organic products.”

The organic market did not stop during the
pandemic and they continued it by obtaining

rmission from the Deputy Commissioner,
recalled Kulai.

Review team

Not all farmers are allowed to sell their produces
under the tag of “organic” in the shandy. The
Balaga has formed a four-member team to check
whether the farmer can be allowed to sell the
produce and is indeed an organic grower. The
team visits the house/farm of such seller to
ascertain the authenticity.

“After the screening, 18 farmers now have been
allowed to sell their produces on Sundays,” Mr.
Kulai said adding that all of them don’t turn up
every Sunday and they sell whenever they have
produce.

“We did send back six sellers from the market
after finding that they are not genuine. One of
them was found purchasing chilly from the open
market and trying to sell in our shandy. Those six
persons have not been allowed to return,” Mr.
Kulai said.

A. A. Fazal, a retired Professor of Food
Technology, College of Agriculture, Hassan, is a
permanent consumer of the produces sold at the
santhe. Earlier, he also served as the Secretary of
the Balaga for three years. “There is no doubt
about the authenticity of the produces sold at the
market. We as a team did visit the farms and
houses of growers and interacted with them
before allowing in the market. We are aware of
what is happening in the name of organic in some
other places,” he said.

Uniform price
The Balaga fixed the price for each of the
produces meant for sale in the shandy. All the
growers will have to sell the produces for uniform
rate.

Pradeep Soori, a retired bank employee and an
urban farmer who used his 24 cents of land for
growing vegetables and fruits in Mangaluru for

File photo of a resource person speaking on kitchen g;

and training progs ganised by Savayava Krushika

Grahaka Balaga (a group of consumers promoting the use of organic products and organic farmers).

Afile photo of a demonstration on growing ornamental
plants at a house in Bejai New Road in Mangaluru.

long, is among the two-member team which fixes
the prices for every week. The other member is
Narasimha Mayya, a grower from Bantwal who
has been selling his produces/products in the
market since the beginning in 2013.

Soori told The Hindu that the team studied the
prevailing market rate and fixed the price by
ensuring that it did not affect both the seller and
buyer.

No bargain

“Farmers get an assured price in the market. For
example if the price of banana falls steeply in the
open market the grower selling the same in
Balaga’s market will continue to get the assured
price. Then the farmer need not sell it at throw
away price in the open market. Likewise if the
price of a produce goes up steeply in the open
market, consumers at Balaga’s market will get it at
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Mini-hand books in Kannada published by Savayava
Krushika Grahaka Balaga. MANJUNATH H.S.

the assured price without it being too high,” Soori
said.
Premananda Shetty, a former Mayor of
Mangaluru and now whip in the Mangaluru City
Corporation Council, is a long time consumer of
the produce sold at the market. He said that
consumers do not bargain while purchasing
produce and pay the rates fixed. “We do get some
traditional tubers, green leafy vegetables and
other vegetables in this market,” he said adding
that the taste of food made from organic
produces differed from that of produces grown
using chemicals.

The consumer base of the market comprises

Source: The Hindu , p.12 Jan. 12, 2024

teachers, advocates, doctors, engineers, retired
bureaucrats and others in general.

Lacking venue with shelter

Though a decade has passed the Balaga has not
got a proper venue with roof for hosting the
santhe and continues to depend on the available
space in front of shops on the P.M. Rao Road as
shops remain closed on Sundays. “To have a
proper venue is our major requirement now,”
said Sharat Kumar, an ex-serviceman who is the
treasurer of the Balaga.

The activity of the Balaga is not limited to only
organising the santhe and acting as an interface
between growers and consumers. “We
distributed vegetable seeds freely to over 1,000
houses in Mangaluru to encourage them to grow
their own vegetables,” said Kulai.

The Balaga has so far organised 10
demonstration-cum-training programmes for the
consumers on how to grow vegetables in their
own premises and in the kitchen garden,
balconies of apartments or on the terraces. “More
than 500 persons have attended these
programmes,” said Kulai.

In addition, it has organised field visits of
consumers to the farm land of identified farmers.
“We have made consumers work on the field by
making them plant paddy saplings (at Karambar
village near Mangaluru) and involving them in
vegetable cultivation (in Mogaru village near
Mangaluru) to experience farming,” he said.

The Balaga has organised six jackfruit festivals
in Mangaluru to promote jackfruit and its value
added products. In addition, it has organised a
millet mela. “We have distributed 30 beehive
boxes of “mujenti jenu” (stingless honey bees) to
those interested in apiculture,” he said.

Books published

It has published mini hand books - on grafting,
kitchen gardening, health maintenance - and
distributed them among consumers. “We will
publish two more mini handbooks on decorative
plants and on plant disease management,” he
said. The Balaga has organised lectures on food
habit and three demonstration-cum-trainings on
preparing plant based medicines at home for
treating common recurring ailments.

“We do act as an interface between urban
farmers and pot mix manure makers to ensure
that urban farmers got organic manure,” Mr.
Kulai said.
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Decentralisation

Tax defaulters urge DKS
to waive 20% penalty

2.6K People Submit Grievances At Yelahanka Meet

Syed Asif

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Property tax defaul-
ters, who have been asked to cough
up 20% of the outstandingamount
aspenalty, turned up inlarge num-
bers at the government’s ambitio-
us public grievance-redressal pro-
gramme, “Government at your do-
orstep — Your cooperation for our
step”, held in Yelahankaon Friday.

Scores of defaulters urged de-
puty CM DK Shivakumar to redu-
ce the penalty or exempt them
from paying it completely. Shiva-
kumar assured them that he will
discuss it with officials.

BBMP has sent out text messa-
ges to over six lakh defaulters in
the last few weeks and Palike offi-
cials estimated that they would
collect over Rs 500 crore if all de-
faulters cleared their dues.

“There were a lot of appeals
that the penalty for property tax
defaults was high. I will discuss
with the officials what is possible
within the legal framework,” said
Shivakumar.

The property tax defaulters
were among the over 2,600 people
from Dasarahalli, Byatrayanapu-
ra and Yelahanka assembly cons-
tituencies who submitted their
grievances to government agenci-
es. Given that the event was open
forresidentsfromareasontheout-
skirts of Bengaluru, most of the
participants sought free houses or
raised issues pertaining to the re-
venue department like land surve-
ysand partition.

Government agencies like
BBMP, BDA, BWSSB, Bescom,
BMRCL, and Bengaluru Urban
District administration had ope-
ned separate kiosks for receiving
applications from the public. The
BDA Kkiosk was filled with hund-
reds of site allottees and people af-
fected by land acquisitions to sub-
mit their complaints.

-

FERVENT APPEALS

BDA allotted me a site in Arkavathy

Layout in 2007 and it was
registered in my name. But | couldn’t take
possession of it till now as the plot stood
on denotified land. | have now requested
the BDA to allot me an alternative site.
They are saying they can arrange one in
Nadaprabhu Kempegowda Layout. But |
need it in Arkavathy Layout
Venkatesh | rResipent, HENNUR

BDA allotted me a site in Nadaprabhu
Kempegowda Layout, but | paid the money
a little late due to Covid. Now, the
authority is delaying transferring
ownership of the property. | am furnishing
hospitalisation bills to clarify to BDA
about my late payment

Chandrika | T pAsARAHALLI

HEARING

.| THEM OUT:

| Deputy chief
minister DK
Shivakumar
receives
grievances
from
citizens at
Ambedkar
Bhavan in
Yelahanka
on Friday

site in a DC-converted
layout at Somashettyhalli near
Chikkabanavara in 2013. However,
BDA acquired the land, in which my
site is situated, for Dr Shivarama
Karanth Layout. It is illegal to acquire
legally formed layouts, but | have
been unable to contact BDA officials.
| have come here now to request for
an alternative site in Shivarama
Karanth Layout

Mohan SS | ReSIDENT, T DASARAHALLI

BDA allotted a site to me in Arkavathy
Layout but before | could get it
registered in my name, it was allotted
to a private firm which has
constructed an apartment (complex)
there. | have now requested BDA to
allot me an alternative site

BR Shetty | RESIDENT, THANISANDRA

Deputy chief minister Shiva-
kumarsaid mostof therequestsor
complaints pertained to the reve-
nuedepartment and the BBMP. Se-
veral people submitted applica-
tionsrequesting free houses.

There is no provision to give
homes free of cost. However, dis-
cussions will be held with the hou-
sing department to know whether
there is any provision to increase
the subsidies, he said.

“Our officials have collected
the contact number of each appli-
cant. We will form teamstoresolve
their problems. Our officials will

Source: The Times of India , p.5, Jan 6, 2024

M p

contact the applicants if there is
any problem with the applica-
tions. There are a few complaints
related to closing roads... I have in-
structed officials concerned to vi-
sit the spot and solve the issues,”
said Shivakumar.

He said people are dumping
garbage and construction waste
unscientifically and the govern-
ment is planning to install came-
ras across the city to check the me-
nace. The Palike will file a crimi-
nal case against those who dump
construction waste in the city, Shi-
vakumar added.
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