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AGRICULTURE

Millets to be introduced in Indira Canteens, midday meals

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Friday an-
nounced that millets
would be introduced in In-
dira Canteens, midday
meals in schools, anganwa-
dis, and public distribution
system.

Inaugurating the three-
day International Trade
Fair on Millets and Organ-
ics organised by the De-
partment of Agriculture in
association with various
organisations in Bengalu-
ru, Mr. Siddaramaiah said
he would soon convene a
meeting of officials from
the departments of Food,
Agriculture,  Education,

Astall at the International Trade Fair on Millets and Organics at
Palace Grounds in Bengaluru on Friday. SUDHAKARA JAIN

RDPR, and Municipalities
to discuss the modalities
for introduction of millets.

This was necessary con-
sidering the health benefits

and nutritional value of
millets, he observed.

Mr. Siddaramaiah also
directed the officials to
take the initiative of ex-

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Jan. 6, 2024
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porting sowing seeds of
millets from Karnataka to
different countries. He
asked the authorities con-
cerned to encourage farm-
ers to produce quality sow-
ing seeds of varieties of
millets that are required by
different countries. He said
a separate cell would be set
up to promote this.

Presently,  Karnataka
produces about 20 lakh
tonnes of millets a year, he
said, while stressing the
need to increase it.

He observed that of late
millets and organic foods
were becoming popular
due to their health benefits

and Karnataka  had
brought out an organic
farming policy.

Congress MLA Vinay
Kulkarni surprised eve-
ryone at the event by pu-
blicly demanding that Ms.
Karandlaje should respond
to Karnataka’s plea for
drought relief.

Mr. Kulkarni, who too
was seated on the dais,
walked up to Ms. Karan-
dlaje who was addressing
the gathering, and publicly
asked her to respond to the
State’s request to the
Centre to release drought
relief.

Though taken aback,
Ms. Karandlaje told him to
desist from “indulging in
politics” and sternly asked
him to go back to his seat.
Mr. Kulkarni went back to
his seat after being chided.
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NOT IN THEIR INTEREST

Farmersinquicksand as
ovt continues to borrow
time over loan waiver

Pending from 2017 & 2018
schemes; Covid, software
glitches blamed

v

N B HOMBAL
BENGALURU, DHNS

smanyas 30,733 farmers whowereeligible

for loan waiver through the 2017 and 2018
chemes are still running pillar to post get

their waiver amount sanctioned, even as the Sid-
daramaiah government is gearing up to launch
another farm loan interest waiver scheme and
provide acompensation of Rs 2,000 to farmers.

InJune 2017, in hisfirst term as chief minister,
Siddaramaiah had announced a farmloan waiver
of uptoRs 50,000, under which the government
isyetto clear Rs 129.67 crore.

Under the farm loan waiver scheme of uptoRs
1lakh, launched by the Congress-JD(S) coalition
government headed by H D Kumaraswamy, Rs
232 crore is pending for disbursal. From both
schemes, cumulatively, Rs 361.67 croreis pending
since 2021.

As many as 13,334 of the 30,733 farmers are
yettoreceive loan waiver benefits under the farm
loan waiver scheme launched by Kumaraswamy
in 2018. The remaining 17,399 are yet to receive
aid under Siddaramaiah’s scheme.

According to data from the co-operation de-
partmentaccessed by DH,17.5lakh farmers were
eligible under Kumaraswamy’s scheme, after
rejecting 1.57 lakh loan waiver applications pro-
cessed through the special loan waiver certifica-
tion software.

The delay of four to five years has resulted in
most of these (30,733) farmers failing to secure
loans from respective co-operative banks.

On the final day of the legislature session in Be-
lagavilast month, Siddaramaiah had announced
an interest waiver on farm loans for those who
have repaid the principal amount in full.

Aseniorbureaucratin the co-operation depart-
menttold DHthat the entire country had cometo
astandstill duetothe outbreak of Covid pandemic.

“BJP’s tenure since 2019 was marred by the
outbreak of Covid pandemic, asaresultof which,

As minister, | tried my best to get
thisRs 361.67 crore released
to farmers. But the finance
department has not taken any
decision on this yet. | ensured
that the 30,733 farmers'
applications were sorted and did
put up afile for early release of
fundsin 2021 itself
—STSomashekhar,
Former co-operation minister

the government mobilised all resources to tackle
the pandemic. Since then, confusion over the re-
lease of funds has remained,” sources said.

The officer said the co-operation department
had been pursuing with the finance department
torelease the arrears, besides readying a plan to
rollout Siddaramaiah’s latest promise of interest
waiver for farm loans.

Data from the co-operation departmentshows
that in the 2022-23 fiscal year, 28.86 lakh farm-

Inthis file photo, farmers line up to submit applications for farm loan waiver in

.

Belagavi.

ers have cumulatively taken loan of Rs 21,224.05
crore from various co-operative financial institu-
tions. Inthe same period, 5.48 lakh farmers have
cumulatively taken loan of Rs 9,761.85 crore from
various nationalized banks.

Ofthe 28.86 lakh farmers who have taken loans
from co-operative societies, 18.64 lakh farmers
repaid Rs 12,849.19 crore till November 2023,
while 47,733 farmers have defaulted in their
payment, to the tune of Rs 320.56 crore in the
same period.

Former co-operation minister S T Somashek-
hartold DH'that theregistration of farmers’loan
waiver applications became a tedious process
with the new software during his tenure.

This resulted in the finance department not
releasing funds on time, compounding problems
for this small section of affected farmers.

“Asminister, I tried mybest to get this Rs 361.67
crore released to farmers. But the finance de-
partment has not taken any decision on this yet.
I ensured that the 30,733 farmers’ applications
were sorted and did put up afile for early release
of funds in 2021 itself,” he said.

Somashekhar said the delay had caused an-
otherset of problemsto these farmersastheyare
notabletosecureloans from co-operative banks,
where they have accounts. Theyarenow forcedto
take loans from private money lenders.

\

J

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Jan 7, 2024




Millet pizza, burger
at mela in the city

University of Agricultural Sciences-Raichur has come out with more than

100 millet-based products, the highest for any institution in State

B.S. Satish Kumar
BENGALURU

he humble millets
T are breaking culin-
ary stereotypes, as
the ongoing international
trade fair on millets and or-
ganics in  Bengaluru
proves. On display are va-
rious food items made
from millets, ranging from
pizza and burgers to cho-
colate items and popcorn.
University of Agricultu-
ral Sciences-Raichur has
come out with more than
100 millet-based products,
which is said to be the
highest for any institution
in Karnataka. They include
millet pizza, burger,
sweets, popcorn, cake,
muffins, donuts, cookies,
bread and flakes besides
millet-based cold coffee.

Baked chakkuli
UAS-Raichur has also come
out with millet chakkuli,
which is baked and not
fried. UAS-Raichur Assis-
tant Professor Sudha Devi
says that this foxtail-based
chakkuli is healthier than
the conventional one for
several reasons, including
the fact that it is not fried.
These products do not
have any preservatives or
maida component. “We
have used whole wheat
flour instead of maida,” she
says. At the same time, the
shelf life of some of these
millet-based bakery pro-

These products do not have any preservatives or maida
component.

ducts like bread are shor-
ter when compared with
the conventional ones, as
they do not use preserva-
tives. “But these millet-
based products are health-
ier,” she says.

Rice look-alikes

The university has pro-
duced restructured parti-
cles of Little Millet that re-
semble rice grains both in
shape and colour with the
help of moulds. “This is
mainly to cater to the inter-
ests of those who want
even millets to be like rice,”
she says. UAS-Raichur As-
sistant Professor Umesh
Hiremath says, “These pro-
ducts have been developed
by the Centre of Excellence
of Millets, which had been

established at the universi-
ty about five years ago.”

According to him, the
university is the first Insti-
tution in Karnataka to have
a centre dedicated to mil-
lets. The centre has been
providing short and long-
duration training to entre-
preneurs on millet-based
products.

Value-chain park

The university is getting
ready to set up a Millet Va-
lue Chain Park, which will
cover end-to-end solution
starting from sowing seeds
to value addition of the
produce. The proposed
park, which was sanc-
tioned in 2021, is likely to
be set up in about six
months, he says.

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Jan. 7, 2024




Unseasonal rain during harvestlng season adds to woes of Kodagu coffee planters

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
MADIKERI

Coffee planters in Kodagu
district, who are grappling
with shortage of labour,
right now have a new pro-
blem on hand - unseasonal

rain, bang in the middle of 5

coffee harvesting and dry-
ing season.

Rain since Thursday
morning in Kodagu have
become a cause for worry
for farmers.

The coffee growers in
Kodagu have begun har-
vesting over the past few
days and commenced sun-
drying process. However,

Labourers working in a coffee plantation at Virajpet in Kodagu district. DARSHAN DEVAIAK B.P.

they are concerned that perly drying the beans.

cloudy and rainy weather

Planter Dhyan Ponnap-
will pose challenges in pro-  pa of Kutta in South Koda-

gu said: “Without proper
drying within the next four
days, we may face signifi-

cant losses.” According to a
rainfall alert by Karnataka
State Natural Disaster Mon-
itoring Centre (KSNDMC),
rain is likely to continue ov-
er the next few days.

Period of high demand
This problem is an addi-
tion to the already existing
problem they face of shor-
tage of labour. The de-
mand for coffee-picking
workers is particularly
high during the December-
April period since it is ro-
busta coffee harvesting
season in the district.

In various parts of the
district, coffee estate own-

ers are seen roaming in the
city in search of labourers.
In Virajpet, especially on
Wednesdays, which is the
market day, planters from
different parts of villages
visit the town to seek la-
bourers, who, on that day,
frequent the market since
it is their weekly off.

A widely shared photo
on social media depicts a
coffee estate owner in Ko-
dagu holding a board that
reads “workers wanted to
pick coffee beans.”

The person has also af-
fixed a board to his jeep,
announcing the wages he
is willing to pay for the

workers, mdlcatmg the se-
venly of the crisis.

“For the past five years,
we have been encounter-
ing significant labour shor-
tages for coffee picking.
Previously, labourers used
to come from North Karna-
taka, Tamil Nadu, and
parts of Mysuru. However,
they have stopped coming
as they find employment in
the city, particularly in
construction work. In the
last three years, we got pe-
ople from Assam. This
year, they are not coming
until the general elections
are over,” Sandeep Muth-
appa, a planter from Viraj-

pet told The Hindu.

Currently, labourers are
paid 35 to %6 per kg of cof-
fee beans picked, which
planters argue is a burden
considering the plummet-
ing returns.

Nanda Nanaiah from
Madikeri said: “With no
other options, we have to
resort to outsourcing the
harvest work through con-
tract system, leading to
substantial losses for coffee
growers. Alternatively, pay-
ing 35 to 6 per kg for pick-
ing leads to losses for the
growers. A person normal-
ly picks 100 to 150 kg of cof-
fee beans per day.”

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Jan. 7, 2024
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Fair on millets and
Organics sees
business transactions
of X170 crore

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The three-day internation-
al trade fair on millets and
organics that concluded in
Bengaluru on Sunday saw
total business transactions
of 170 crore.

According to Agricul-
ture Minister N. Cheluva-
rayaswamy, this included
B2B transactions of 150
crore and transactions in
stalls amounting to %20
crore.

It may be noted that the
main intention of the an-
nual fair was to provide a
common platform for all
stakeholders in the sector
of millets and organics to
boost the exports of the
State’s millets and organic
produce.

The idea is to make sure
that the millets and organ-
ic produce reaches con-
sumers, and to also help
provide remunerative mar-
kets to farmers, observed
an official.

The B2B business agree-
ments pertained to the
transaction of 17,192 MTs
of produce, the officials
pointed out. In all, the fair
witnessed 213 B2B meet-
ings and signing of 41 let-
ters of intents/MoUs.

The business transac-
tions pertained to all varie-
ties of millets, Byadagi chil-
lis, spices, organic jaggery,
turmeric powder, and or-
ganic vegetables. The fair
witnessed a huge demand
for millet value-added pro-
ducts like cookies, malts,
millets powder, ready-to-

cook and
items etc.

The fair, which was in-
augurated by Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah, saw an
estimated 2 lakh visitors in
the last three days.

It also saw the participa-
tion of delegates from va-
rious States besides other
countries, including Aus-
tralia, the U.A.E., Kenya,
and Kuwait. In all, the fair
had 310 stalls, including
100 under the Karnataka
pavilion that were dedicat-
ed to farmers, research in-
stitutes, and FPOs. It also
saw the participation of 35
start-ups engaged in mil-
lets and organics
business.

Addressing the valedic-
tory function, Mr. Cheluva-
rayaswamy said 51 subject
experts had delivered lec-
tures at the fair.

Deputy Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar hailed
the authorities concerned
for organising such an
event. Union Minister for
Agriculture Arjun Munda
hoped that millets and or-
ganic cultivation methods
would provide a solution
to the country’s water
woes and issues with soil
fertility.

Referring to the popu-
larity of millets and organ-
ics in Karnataka and its
prime position in the sec-
tor, Revenue Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda ob-
served that Karnataka had
also emerged as capital of
millets and organics in ad-
dition to being a IT and BT
hub.

ready-to-eat

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Jan. 8, 2024




Coffee prices at 15-year
high, growers thrilled

ManuAiyappa.Kanathanda
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Skyrocketing
prices of coffee beans, trig-
gered by a global shortage in
crop production, has offered
coffee growers in the state a
rare glimmer of hope. Prices
are now at a 15-year high and
have come as a boon for grow-
ers who have endured a tu-
multuous past decade.

Although the yield has
been poor this year too due to
drought, record prices have
brought relief for growers in
Kodagu, Chikkamagaluru,
and parts of Hassan.

BEANS TO BUCKS

Mustafa, a prominent cof-
fee dealer in Gonikoppal,
Kodagu, revealed that a 50kg
bag of Robusta beans goes for
Rs 6,600 and 6,800, while Ara-
bica is priced at Rs 7,750 to
7,850. This is a substantial
increase from average prices
since 2008, when Robusta was
priced below Rs 3,000 and
Arabica at less than Rs 5,000.

KG Jagadeesha, CEO and
secretary, Coffee Board, said
a substantial uptick in global
demand, primarily influ-
enced by Brazil, the world’s
foremost coffee exporter, has
seen prices shoot up. He said
extreme weather conditions
(frost in 2021) has affected
crops in the South American
nation. “Growers there are
currently replanting, leading
to an increase in prices,”
Jagadeesha said.

He said despite poor

ment

Arabica parch

%13,700-13,900 / 50kg

Arabica cherry
¥7,750-7,850 / 50kg

Robusta parchment

Robusta cherry
¥6,600-6,800 / 50kg

yields, coffee production is
expected to touch 3.54 lakh
tonnes, a marginal increase
over last year’s production of
3.52 lakh tonnes.

Karnataka dominates the
country’s coffee business, ac-
counting for a staggering 71%
of overall production, fol-
lowed by Kerala (21%), and
Tamil Nadu (5%). Major ex-
port markets for India’s pro-
duce include Italy, Belgium,
Germany, and Russia.

Over the past decade,
growers had struggled with
low prices and high produc-
tion costs exacerbated by la-
bour shortage, and diseases.

Source: The Times of India, p.6, Jan 8, 2024
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Consequently, many small
and marginal growers aban-
doned cultivation and divert-
ed their efforts towards real
estate, tourism, or more lucra-
tive crops like arecanut and
pepper.

Naveen Somaiah, a sec-
ond-generation coffee planter
in Thithimathi, said while
larger growers mitigated the
impact of drought through
various water management
resources, smaller ones (two
to 10 acres) suffered.

BC Cariappa, Karnataka
Planters’ Association mem-
ber, said, “Growers, in gen-
eral, are in distress due to
multiple factors. The current
price surge won’t compensate
for years of losses.”

Although the price of cof-
fee in India is typically influ-
enced by international mar-
kets, traders say the local
market is yet to reflect the
increase in overseas prices.
‘Price cartelization’ by local
buyers also limits earnings
and quality issues (outturn)
are being exploited to lower
prices, growers say.

But they expect prices to
rise in hotels, restaurants,
and coffee shops in the sec-
ond half of the year. Pres-
ently, a cup of coffee costs Rs
12 to Rs 15 in common hotels,
while rates in upscale coffee
shops vary between Rs 100
and Rs 800.

However, experts predict a
potential decrease in demand
for coffee as supply increases
in January and February;, al-
though they anticipate an
increase later in the year.



2.75 tmcft of Krishna water
to be released for chilli crop

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government on
Sunday decided to release
2.75 tmcft water from Al-
matti and Narayanpur re-
servoirs to save chilli crop
in the Upper Krishna
basin.

“Water will be released
immediately. Water has to
flow 75 km and is expected
to reach in two or three
days,” Deputy Chief Minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar told
presspersons here on Sun-
day.

He said that a meeting
was held with district in-
charge Ministers and legis-
lators of Kalaburagi, Rai-
chur, Bagalkot, Yadgir dis-
tricts.

“They explained the sit-
uation and urged the water
to be released. Despite go-
vernment’s request not to
raise crops in severe
drought conditions, some
farmers have cultivated
chilli instead of paddy. If
this crop is destroyed, the
estimated loss will be
around 32,000 crore.”

Mr. Shivakumar, who
holds the Water Resources
portfolio, said: “To protect
our farmers, we have de-
cided to release 2.75 tmcft
of water for one last time.
Protesting farmers and le-
gislators should now en-
sure that the water should
be used only for chilli

''''''

The Lal Bahadur Shastri reservoir at Almatti. FILE PHOTO

crops. We have released
the water hoping that the
farmers will utilise the wa-
ter in a responsible man-
ner,” he said.

“Earlier we had protect-
ed Mandya farmers. Later
when there was an issue
with Bhadra water, we had
resolved that problem too.
Now the chilli growers in
the Upper Krishna basin
are also being protected.
No water will be released
for agricultural purposes,”
he said.

When asked about the
water storage situation, he
said: “Almatti and Narayan-
pur dams together have 47
tmcft of water. About 37
tmcft of water is needed
for drinking water and 3
tmcft for other purposes.
1.5 tmcft of water will be
lost during water flow.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Jan. 8, 2024

Now we have decided to
release 2.75 tmcft water
due to the demand from
this region.”

He said that the respon-
sibility of monitoring water
usage will be with people’s
representatives and farm-
ers’ organisations. “You
have to make good use of
water. We have also in-
structed our officials,” he
said.

On the proposal over
river-linking proposal, Mr.
Shivakumar said: “This is a
Central government pro-
ject. This is a big project,
and we should not deviate
from the issue we are fac-
ing now. A team of 31 par-
liamentarians from Centre
is coming to inspect Cauv-
ery today and tomorrow.
Our irrigation problems
will also be discussed.”



High Court bans mining
within 20-km radius of
KRS in Mandya district

The ban will apply even on existing mining licences that were already granted by the authorities,

and will be in force till the statutory study on dam safety is conducted by an expert body

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he High Court of
T Karnataka has
banned all types of

mining and quarrying
within a 20-km radius of
the historic Krishnarajasa-

gar (KRS) in Mandya
district.
The ban will apply even

for those mining activities
within a 20-km radius for
which permissions/licenc-
es were already granted by
the authorities, or already
operating in the area, or
were permitted on the or-
ders of the court in earlier
rounds of litigation, the
High Court said.

The court also said that
the ban will be in force till
the completion of a study
by experts and the deci-
sion to be taken by the
State committee on dam
safety, set up as per the
provisions of the Dam Sa-
fety Act, 2021.

A division bench com-
prising Chief Justice Pra-
sanna B. Varale and Justice
Krishna S. Dixit passed the
interim order by taking
suo motu cognisance of re-
quiring a study as per the
law to access possible dan-
ger to the dam of mining
activities.

The Bench took cogni-
sance of dam safety while
hearing a petition filed by
C.G. Kumar, a land owner
from Chinakurali village of
Pandavapura taluk in

water source for lakhs of people for drinking and irrigation purposes.

Mandya district. The peti-
tioner had questioned a
restriction imposed in
May 2023, by the Deputy
Commissioner, Mandya
district, against using the
land for quarrying and
mining as one of the res-
trictions prevented him
from using his agricultural
land for quarrying even af-
ter its conversion for non-
agricultural purposes.
Noticing that the court,
in certain petitions earlier,
had permitted mining
within a 20-km radius of
the dam, the Bench said
that such an order came to
be passed as the Dam Safe-
ty Act, 2021, was not
brought to its notice.
Pointing out that the
Deputy  Commissioner,
Mandya, had rightly

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Jan. 9, 2024

banned mining using ex-
plosives around a 20-km
radius of the dam, the
Bench said that the peti-
tioner cannot seek permis-
sion for allowing mining
activities, whether with
blasting or not, till the de-
cision is taken by the com-
mittee as per the provi-
sions of the Dam Safety
Act.

The court observed that
the dam was built under
the guidance of visionaries
like Bharat Rathna Sir M.
Visvesvaraya and the then
Maharaja of Mysore Nalva-
di Krishnaraja Wadiyar
and serves as main water
source for lakhs of people
for drinking and irrigation
purposes.

The court noted that
the State government had

10

entrusted to a team of ex-
perts the task of studying
the impact of mining and
quarrying activities
around KRS a couple of
years ago, but the experi-
mental blasting activities
could not be undertaken,
initially due to COVID-19
and subsequently due to
want of suitable condition
for experimental blasting.
Though the govern-
ment said that the study
would be completed with-
in six months, the Bench
said that it is not imposing
any deadline for comple-
tion of the study as it is for
the experts to decide the
conducive period and con-
duct the experimental
blasts and record related
data to access safety threat
to the dam from blasting.



Onions, tomatoes, pulses bump up
veggie plate prices by 12% in Dec.

Crisil Market Intelligence and Analytics’ monthly report on food plate costs indicates consumer food price inflation may

have risen beyond November's 87% pace; National Statistical Office to release December retail inflation numbers this Friday

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

n an indication that
lfood inflation pres-

sures may have wor-
sened in December, the
cost of putting together a
vegetarian food plate shot
up 12% year-on-year last
month, compared with 9%
in November YoY, as per a
monthly food plate costs’
tracker compiled by Crisil
Market Intelligence and
Analytics.

The primary source of
food inflation in December
were onions and tomatoes,
which recorded price
spikes of 82% and 42%, res-

The ‘OTP’ effect

Onions, tomatoes record price spikes of 82% and 42% YoV,
respectively; prices of pulses increased 24%

m Veg, food plate
cost ¥29.7 in Dec., 3%
lower than Nov.,

but still the second
steepest in 4 months

= Sequential easing
due to 14% and 3%
on-month decrease
in onion and tomato
prices respectively

= Non-vegetarian plate costs drop
4% YoY and 5% from November levels
due to cheaper broilers

pectively, while price of
pulses accelerated 24%
from December 2022 le-
vels. India’s overall con-
sumer prices had risen at a
three-month high pace of

5.55% in November, while
food price inflation had
surged to 8.7% owing to
steeper price rise in veget-
ables, pulses, fruits, and
sugar. The Consumer Price

Source: The Hindu, p.16, Jan. 9, 2024
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Index for December will be
released by the National
Statistical Office on Friday.

According to Crisil’s re-
search, a typical vegetar-
ian food plate, which in-
cludes rotis, vegetables,
rice, dal, curd and salad,
cost ¥29.7 in December,
about 3% lower than No-
vember, but still the se-
cond steepest in four
months.

The sequential easing in
vegetarian plate costs was
due to a 14% and 3% on-
month decrease in prices
of onion and tomato, res-
pectively, with the festive
season coming to an end,
the firm said on Monday.

By contrast, the average
price of a typical non-vege-
tarian plate, which replac-
es the dal component in a
vegetarian Thali  with
chicken, however,
dropped 4% from Decem-
ber 2022 levels. This was
attributed to a 15% dip in
prices of broilers, which
account for about 50% of a
non-vegetarian plate cost.

Broiler production

With broilers’” production
high, their prices fell 5% to
7% on a month-on-month
basis, bringing the average
non-vegetarian plate’s cost
down 5% to ¥57.6 from
¥60.4 in November 2023.



Coconut farming: A
toughnutto crack

Coconut farmers
doubt the govt’s
sincerity in raising
the MSP

PANDURANG HEGDE

ecently, the Cabinet
Committee on Eco-
omicAffairsincreased

the Minimum Support Price
(MSP) of coconut for 2024.
TheMSPforball copra,ordry
coconut,isnowRs12,000 per
quintal,anincrease of Rs 250,
and for milling copra, itis Rs
11,160, an increase of Rs 300
per quintal. The central gov-
ernment claims that this hike
ensures a better remunera-
tive price that will motivate
coconut farmers to expand
the production of copra.

This response follows
protests by coconut farmers
in southern states as prices
crashed, leading to a severe
financial crisis. Will these
MSP hikes truly benefit coco-
nut farmers and boost their
confidence to expand coco-
nut cultivation? The ground
reality of this nut case is not
onlyintriguing butalsoshows
theapathy of the ruling elites
in jettisoning the interest of
coconut farmers.

The present hike doesn’t
even come close to the cost
of coconut cultivation at Rs
16,670 per quintal. Withsuch
aglaringgap between the cost
of cultivationand returns, co-
conut farmers are facing an
existential crisis.

Asacoconut farmer, I have
faced challenges obtaining
fair prices for my product.
This year, I had to sell coco-
nuts without removing the
outer cover for a mere Rs 10
per nut and Rs 4 for a dried
nut, failing to recover input
and labour costs. Rising input
costs, pestand disease control
add to the cultivation cost.

Coconut, scientifically
known as Cocosnucifera, is
grown extensively in tropical
areas. InIndia, coconutholds
religious and cultural signifi-
cance. The aesthetic appeal
of coconut groves reflects
spiritual roots, providing
nutritional, economic, and
ecological security. It is a liv-
ing heritage of the past, pres-
ent,and future for humanity,
providing selfless service
throughout its long life and
yielding nuts and timber
whenitisdead.

Due to the versatile use of
each and every part of the
tree—leaves, nuts, husks,
and the shell—it is called
Kalpavruksha, a tree of life.
Thisistheonlytreethatyields
coconut water, coconut milk,
cream, and oil. And all this
canbe producedlocallyinde-
centralised units thatsupport
thelocal economy.

India, the Philippines, and
Indonesia are major coco-
nut-producing countries,
with India contributing to
72% of global production. In-
diais the only country where
coconut farmers invest in

Source: Deccan Herald,

systematic cultivation with
capital costs like irrigation
and external inputs. In the
Southeast Asian region, it is
grown as awild crop without
input costs. With a high cost
of cultivation and a low mar-
ket price, coconut farming is
aloss-making venture.

About 15 million people,
mostly small farmers, culti-
vate coconut in the southern
states of Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
and Karnataka.

The central government
hassetupthe Coconut Devel-
opmentBoard undertheMin-
istryof Agricultureand Farm-
ers Welfare withthe objective
of increasing productivity
and product diversification.
Itisintended to help develop
markets for coconut-based
products and to recommend
measures to regulate the
import of coconut products.
The technology mission on
coconuts announced by the
prime minister is another in-
itiative. Withoutanydynamic
outlook, both of these initia-
tives have failed toprotectthe
interests of coconut farmers.

Inordertounderstand the
crisis in coconut farming, we
need tosee the macro-import
policies of the governmentin
the edible oil sector. Over the
years, the government has
reduced the customs duty
on edible oil imports. These
are constantly lowered from
17.5% to 12.5% and extend-
ed until March 2025 to keep
the spiralling costs of edible
oildown.

However, the micro-impact
onthelocal edible oilindustry
is drastic, with a crash in the
price of coconut oil. Though
the stated objective of the
governmenttoreduceimport
dutyistoreininedibleoil pric-
es and inflation, in reality, it
brings huge profits to the re-
fineries thatimport palm oil.

Reduced import duty is
the primary cause of the de-
struction of the ‘atmanirbhar’
indigenousedible oil sectorin
the county.

Obviously, the macro-level
policies initiated by the cen-
tral government have had a
negative impact on coconut
farmers over the years. In-
stead of addressing the basic
issues faced by coconut farm-
ers, justtinkeringwith MSPis
apublicity gimmick.

Thisisaclassic ‘nutcase’of
ad hoc policies that demoral-
ise thefarmers, whereasinre-
ality, they help the monopoly
corporate sector reap wind-
fall profits at the cost of dec-
imating small-scale coconut
farmersand destabilising the
ecologically friendly, healthy
edibleoil sector that catersto
the needs of common people
insouthern states.

Do the government and
the decision-makers have the
sincerityand couragetostand
up to the corporate sector to
address this case of the nut
to bring back the dignity of
Kalpavruksha?

(The author has been a
small-scale coconut farmer
for over three decades)

p.8, Jan 10, 2024
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Millet laddu to be served
instead of groundnut chikki
on pilot basis in anganwadis

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

The Karnataka govern-
ment has revised the me-
nu of anganwadi children
and decided to provide
supplementary nutritious
food, some of which are
millet-based. The new me-
nu will contain items like
ready-to-eat khichdi and
millet laddu. The laddu
will be in the place of
groundnut chikki, while
milk and eggs will conti-
nue to stay on the menu.

Earlier, children bet-
ween 3 and 6 years were
given groundnut chikki for
breakfast with milk in the
anganwadis and sambar-
and-rice or dal khichdi for
lunch, which was made
from multiple raw material
supplied.

The Department of Wo-
men and Child Develop-
ment used to release funds
for purchasing raw mate-
rial like jaggery and
groundnuts for prepara-
tion of chikki. It also paid
for procuring groceries
such as rice, pulses, sam-

The Department of Women and Child Development has released

funds for purchasing raw material like jaggery and groundnuts for

preparation of chikki. FILE PHOTO

bar powder, tamarind,
mustard, oil, sprouts, and
so on, besides vegetables.

However, it was found
in many anganwadis that
the chikki was not being
prepared properly. There-
fore, most children didn’t
eat them or reportedly fell
sick. There were com-
plaints about lunch prepa-
ration too.

This led the department
to revise the menu. Now,
while chikki will be re-
placed, for lunch only rice,
vegetables, and pulses will
be purchased, and other
ingredients required for
sambar will be given in the

Source: The Hindu, p.10 Jan. 12, 2024
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form of ready-to-mix
powder. Sambar can be
prepared cooking pulses
and vegetables and adding
the ready powders. The
khichdi will be made from
ready-to-eat mix.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Laxmi Hebbalkar, Minister
for Women and Child De-
velopment, said that quali-
ty issues had been noticed
during random visits to
anganwadis.

“This is a pilot project
implemented for three
months across the State,
then it will be continued,
in case the response is pos-
itive,” she said.



Promoting organic farmers, and produce for a
decade, this Mangaluru group has shown the way

Savayava Krushika Grahaka Balaga of Dakshina Kannada has won the trust of both farmers and consumers over the last decade, keeping a sharp eye on quality and price

Raviprasad Kamila
MANGALURU

ome Sunday, K. Ramanna, a farmer

from Kanarpa village, near Mundaje in

Dakshina Kannada district, gets up at

4.15 a.m. and drives his four-wheeler to
Mangaluru which is about 80 k.m. away. The
vehicle is full of vegetables cultivated organically
by him and some other farmers known to him in
the village. He sells them at the weekly “santhe”
(weekly market)) on Panje Mangesh Rao Road in
the central business district of Mangaluru
between 6 a.m. and 10.30 a.m. This is his routine
for a decade.

Savayava Krushika Grahaka Balaga (which is a
group of consumers promoting organic farm
products) of Mangaluru has been organising this
Sunday santhe since 2013. It is the shandy, now in
its 11th year, launched by consumers who want to
keep away from vegetables, fruits and other food
products grown or made using chemicals and to
create a market for organic farmers to promote
them.

How it began

K. Ratnakar Kulai, one of the people behind the
launch of this market and who is also the
Secretary of the Balaga, a registered body, told
The Hindu, “People like me and Addor Krishna
Rao began this in 2012 as ‘swavalambi santhe’ to
promote home-made products without making
any distinction as organic or chemical-based
products.

“We organised 12 ‘swavalambi santhes’, one
per month at different locations, including in
some houses, in Mangaluru during 2012. Then we
observed that consumers’ interest was more
towards purchasing organic products. Consumers
asked for organic vegetables and other products.
The Balaga was formed next year and chose Panje
Mangesh Rao Road to hold the shandy on the
roadside to promote the sale of only organic
vegetables and other organic products.”

The organic market did not stop during the
pandemic and they continued it by obtaining

rmission from the Deputy Commissioner,
recalled Kulai.

Review team

Not all farmers are allowed to sell their produces
under the tag of “organic” in the shandy. The
Balaga has formed a four-member team to check
whether the farmer can be allowed to sell the
produce and is indeed an organic grower. The
team visits the house/farm of such seller to
ascertain the authenticity.

“After the screening, 18 farmers now have been
allowed to sell their produces on Sundays,” Mr.
Kulai said adding that all of them don’t turn up
every Sunday and they sell whenever they have
produce.

“We did send back six sellers from the market
after finding that they are not genuine. One of
them was found purchasing chilly from the open
market and trying to sell in our shandy. Those six
persons have not been allowed to return,” Mr.
Kulai said.

A. A. Fazal, a retired Professor of Food
Technology, College of Agriculture, Hassan, is a
permanent consumer of the produces sold at the
santhe. Earlier, he also served as the Secretary of
the Balaga for three years. “There is no doubt
about the authenticity of the produces sold at the
market. We as a team did visit the farms and
houses of growers and interacted with them
before allowing in the market. We are aware of
what is happening in the name of organic in some
other places,” he said.

Uniform price
The Balaga fixed the price for each of the
produces meant for sale in the shandy. All the
growers will have to sell the produces for uniform
rate.

Pradeep Soori, a retired bank employee and an
urban farmer who used his 24 cents of land for
growing vegetables and fruits in Mangaluru for

File photo of a resource person speaking on kitchen g;

and training progs ganised by Savayava Krushika

Grahaka Balaga (a group of consumers promoting the use of organic products and organic farmers).

Afile photo of a demonstration on growing ornamental
plants at a house in Bejai New Road in Mangaluru.

long, is among the two-member team which fixes
the prices for every week. The other member is
Narasimha Mayya, a grower from Bantwal who
has been selling his produces/products in the
market since the beginning in 2013.

Soori told The Hindu that the team studied the
prevailing market rate and fixed the price by
ensuring that it did not affect both the seller and
buyer.

No bargain

“Farmers get an assured price in the market. For
example if the price of banana falls steeply in the
open market the grower selling the same in
Balaga’s market will continue to get the assured
price. Then the farmer need not sell it at throw
away price in the open market. Likewise if the
price of a produce goes up steeply in the open
market, consumers at Balaga’s market will get it at
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Mini-hand books in Kannada published by Savayava
Krushika Grahaka Balaga. MANJUNATH H.S.

the assured price without it being too high,” Soori
said.
Premananda Shetty, a former Mayor of
Mangaluru and now whip in the Mangaluru City
Corporation Council, is a long time consumer of
the produce sold at the market. He said that
consumers do not bargain while purchasing
produce and pay the rates fixed. “We do get some
traditional tubers, green leafy vegetables and
other vegetables in this market,” he said adding
that the taste of food made from organic
produces differed from that of produces grown
using chemicals.

The consumer base of the market comprises

Source: The Hindu, p.12 Jan. 12, 2024
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teachers, advocates, doctors, engineers, retired
bureaucrats and others in general.

Lacking venue with shelter

Though a decade has passed the Balaga has not
got a proper venue with roof for hosting the
santhe and continues to depend on the available
space in front of shops on the P.M. Rao Road as
shops remain closed on Sundays. “To have a
proper venue is our major requirement now,”
said Sharat Kumar, an ex-serviceman who is the
treasurer of the Balaga.

The activity of the Balaga is not limited to only
organising the santhe and acting as an interface
between growers and consumers. “We
distributed vegetable seeds freely to over 1,000
houses in Mangaluru to encourage them to grow
their own vegetables,” said Kulai.

The Balaga has so far organised 10
demonstration-cum-training programmes for the
consumers on how to grow vegetables in their
own premises and in the kitchen garden,
balconies of apartments or on the terraces. “More
than 500 persons have attended these
programmes,” said Kulai.

In addition, it has organised field visits of
consumers to the farm land of identified farmers.
“We have made consumers work on the field by
making them plant paddy saplings (at Karambar
village near Mangaluru) and involving them in
vegetable cultivation (in Mogaru village near
Mangaluru) to experience farming,” he said.

The Balaga has organised six jackfruit festivals
in Mangaluru to promote jackfruit and its value
added products. In addition, it has organised a
millet mela. “We have distributed 30 beehive
boxes of “mujenti jenu” (stingless honey bees) to
those interested in apiculture,” he said.

Books published

It has published mini hand books - on grafting,
kitchen gardening, health maintenance - and
distributed them among consumers. “We will
publish two more mini handbooks on decorative
plants and on plant disease management,” he
said. The Balaga has organised lectures on food
habit and three demonstration-cum-trainings on
preparing plant based medicines at home for
treating common recurring ailments.

“We do act as an interface between urban
farmers and pot mix manure makers to ensure
that urban farmers got organic manure,” Mr.
Kulai said.

Back to Contents




Decentralisation

Tax defaulters urge DKS
to waive 20% penalty

2.6K People Submit Grievances At Yelahanka Meet

Syed Asif

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Property tax defaul-
ters, who have been asked to cough
up 20% of the outstandingamount
aspenalty, turned up inlarge num-
bers at the government’s ambitio-
us public grievance-redressal pro-
gramme, “Government at your do-
orstep — Your cooperation for our
step”, held in Yelahankaon Friday.

Scores of defaulters urged de-
puty CM DK Shivakumar to redu-
ce the penalty or exempt them
from paying it completely. Shiva-
kumar assured them that he will
discuss it with officials.

BBMP has sent out text messa-
ges to over six lakh defaulters in
the last few weeks and Palike offi-
cials estimated that they would
collect over Rs 500 crore if all de-
faulters cleared their dues.

“There were a lot of appeals
that the penalty for property tax
defaults was high. I will discuss
with the officials what is possible
within the legal framework,” said
Shivakumar.

The property tax defaulters
were among the over 2,600 people
from Dasarahalli, Byatrayanapu-
ra and Yelahanka assembly cons-
tituencies who submitted their
grievances to government agenci-
es. Given that the event was open
forresidentsfromareasontheout-
skirts of Bengaluru, most of the
participants sought free houses or
raised issues pertaining to the re-
venue department like land surve-
ysand partition.

Government agencies like
BBMP, BDA, BWSSB, Bescom,
BMRCL, and Bengaluru Urban
District administration had ope-
ned separate kiosks for receiving
applications from the public. The
BDA Kkiosk was filled with hund-
reds of site allottees and people af-
fected by land acquisitions to sub-
mit their complaints.

-

FERVENT APPEALS

BDA allotted me a site in Arkavathy

Layout in 2007 and it was
registered in my name. But | couldn’t take
possession of it till now as the plot stood
on denotified land. | have now requested
the BDA to allot me an alternative site.
They are saying they can arrange one in
Nadaprabhu Kempegowda Layout. But |
need it in Arkavathy Layout
Venkatesh | rResipent, HENNUR

BDA allotted me a site in Nadaprabhu
Kempegowda Layout, but | paid the money
a little late due to Covid. Now, the
authority is delaying transferring
ownership of the property. | am furnishing
hospitalisation bills to clarify to BDA
about my late payment

Chandrika | T pAsARAHALLI

HEARING

.| THEM OUT:

| Deputy chief
minister DK
Shivakumar
receives
grievances
from
citizens at
Ambedkar
Bhavan in
Yelahanka
on Friday

site in a DC-converted
layout at Somashettyhalli near
Chikkabanavara in 2013. However,
BDA acquired the land, in which my
site is situated, for Dr Shivarama
Karanth Layout. It is illegal to acquire
legally formed layouts, but | have
been unable to contact BDA officials.
| have come here now to request for
an alternative site in Shivarama
Karanth Layout

Mohan SS | ReSIDENT, T DASARAHALLI

BDA allotted a site to me in Arkavathy
Layout but before | could get it
registered in my name, it was allotted
to a private firm which has
constructed an apartment (complex)
there. | have now requested BDA to
allot me an alternative site

BR Shetty | RESIDENT, THANISANDRA

Deputy chief minister Shiva-
kumarsaid mostof therequestsor
complaints pertained to the reve-
nuedepartment and the BBMP. Se-
veral people submitted applica-
tionsrequesting free houses.

There is no provision to give
homes free of cost. However, dis-
cussions will be held with the hou-
sing department to know whether
there is any provision to increase
the subsidies, he said.

“Our officials have collected
the contact number of each appli-
cant. We will form teamstoresolve
their problems. Our officials will

Source: The Times of India, p.5, Jan 6, 2024
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contact the applicants if there is
any problem with the applica-
tions. There are a few complaints
related to closing roads... I have in-
structed officials concerned to vi-
sit the spot and solve the issues,”
said Shivakumar.

He said people are dumping
garbage and construction waste
unscientifically and the govern-
ment is planning to install came-
ras across the city to check the me-
nace. The Palike will file a crimi-
nal case against those who dump
construction waste in the city, Shi-
vakumar added.
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Nowhere to turn:
No polls for city corps

RISHVANJAS RAGHAVAN

nthe heart of Chennai, on a week-

day evening in November 2017,

arelentless deluge descended

from the heavens. Streets slowly

transformed into rivers. The tor-
rent continued unabated through the
nightand panic began to spread. It was
agrimreminder for many. The scars
ofthe 2015 floods were still fresh — the
tragedy that claimed the lives of over
200 Chennairesidents.

INSIGHT

In their hour of need, the city’s
residents looked to their corporators,
supposedly the most accessible elected
representatives, for aid. These corri-
dors of power lay eerily vacant — the
terms of their corporators had expired
and their offices remained deserted.
The elections had been inexplicably de-
layed by the state government, leaving
residents stranded.

For nearly six years, between 2016
and 2022, Chennai had no corporators
elected to its 200-membered city mu-
nicipal corporation.

Chennai s far from being the only
city facing this issue. Bengaluru does
not currently have elected corporators.
The term of its municipal corporation
concluded over three years ago.

In 2022, the Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) elections were con-

Continued..

ducted following a seven-month delay.
Mumbai, too, does not have sitting
corporators as the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC) election
has been delayed for close to two years
now. Hyderabad, Guwahati, Kolkata,
Bhubaneswar, and Indore are justa few
other cities where corporation elections
have been delayed at some point in the
past.

“In the absence of corporators, the
government officers who assume con-
trol are not accountable to the citizens
as they have no concern about being
re-elected. Most of them do not even

19
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live in the areas they are posted in, so
they do not care,” says Jayaram Venka-
tesan, convenor of Arappor Iyakkam, a
people’s civic movement in Tamil Nadu.
“In 2019, Chennai was hit with one
of the worst droughts it had ever seen,
and the severe water crisis hit slums
the hardest. Without corporators, the
poorer sections had no one to turn to. In
such desperate moments, corporators
would have played a vital role in coordi-
nating with the relevant departments
to ensure that basic needs were met,”
Venkatesan adds.
» Municipal corporations, Page 2
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As of May 2023, India had

250

municipal corporations.

In the past 30 years, nearly

60%
0 of municipal corporation

elections were found to be delayed.

Several states have seen a delay of more than three years in corporation elections

Punjab
®313

Haryana
©504

Rajasthan
93

Gujarat
51

democracies
at grassroots

Municipal corporations

Atthe peakof thesecond Covid-19 wave
in the country, there were many corpo-

T ‘esenta-
tives, including Bengaluru. Civicactivist
Tara Krishnaswamy says, “The entire
range of essential Covid-19 services,
including health support, triaging, vac-
cinationand distribution of rations had
been deliberately designed to operate
at the ward level so that it could reach
every last person. However, without a
corporator, there was no local leader-
ship. Despitethe presence of numerous

willing to assist, th e
of empowered corporators hindered

the city’s ability tomounta coordinated
response to the crisis.”
Thousands of lives were lost. Many

commoncitizens,”says RTTactivistand
social worker Anil Galgali. “The corpo-
rators whose terms have ended now
have minimum contactwith the public.
For civic issues, people used to contact
corporators but now they have to go to
various government offices,” says Ajit

Primary Health Centres r
non-functional or operated charging

justified fees, with nol i
them. Access to vaccines and rations
was denied to many. Underprivileged

Jammu & Kashmir
3,539

Delhi
58
Uttar
Pradesh

0162

1,1

" Tamil Nadu
0953

® Average delay days

a for some
states not included

Himachal Pradesh
042

Uttarakhand
®161

hattisgarh
Telangana
812

Andhra Pradesh

y a

Assam
Bihar ©1,268
®145
Sikkim
[ o158

Manipur
©349

Jharkhand

Tripura

. ®179
West Bengal
0267

Odisha
0631

Nearly 60% of corporation
elections in India have
seen adelay

No delay
41.2%

Short delay (30-180 days)
15.7%

‘ Long delay (180+ days)
43.1%

Andhra Pradesh [ O7%

96%

of corporation
elections in
Karnataka
have witnessed
adelay

Karnataka NS 96 %
Haryana S ©0%
Punjab [N 89%
Telangana I 84%
Uttar Pradesh IR 78%
Odisha N 73%
Gujarat [EEEEG—_— 63%

Madhya Pradesh [N 63%

Jharkhand NN 50%

Arunachal Pradesh
0951

the corporation.

Other reasons for

delays included nat-
o th

tobe given complete autonomy and re-

sources to carry out their functions or

the Election Commission of India (ECI)
T %

ural calamiti
% A

ofelection:

4
C inter-

nal security issues as in J&K or a disa-
greementover electoral technicalities.

In conversation with officials from
State Election Commissions (SECs)
across four states, all of whom wished
0 remain anonymous, a major reason
for delaying corporation elections is a
lackof political will. An official shares, “If

upitsorganisational capacity
todoso.

A standardised election process and
structure should be defined, governing
all aspects such as (a) conduct of elec-

done for state and union elections, (b)
process of upgrading and expanding
municipal corporation limits, (¢) carry-

the partyin po aylose
the election, or if it wants to control the
funds allotted to the corporation, they
will try whatever they can to delay the
election. Conflicts in delimitation, res-
ervation and expansion are artificially
created to cause delays. They are used
as an excuse. Even though we know
their motivations, there is nothing that
wecando.”

In practice, SECs are not completely

Election delays rose exponentially in 2022

p ed and depend on state gov-
omplete the delimitati

er
of ward boundaries and to notify reser-

ingoutth eservation
exercise for wards and (d) deciding the
composition of corporations and their
leadershipstructure.

Docitizens care enough?
The only way this nationwide issue can
be fixed, and the above solutions can be
implemented, is if the Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha pass legislation to this ef-
fect. That would only happen if there is
significant public demand forit.
Without such amass public demand

forstr local it

Joshi, an expertin civicaffairs. 60 1 =O= Noof elections delayed vations for women aswell asmarginal-  nearly impossible that those in power
India’s tryst with a formal three-tier 50 - 45 ised communities. wouldwanttochange the status quo.
gover beganin1994wk These activities are carried out by “People have gradually started be-
the 74th Constitutional Amendment 40 | political actors, providing plenty of  coming indifferent to what is happen-
Act came into effect. The most accessi- 30 scope fordelayindelimitation. Appeals  ing,”claims Sidharth Mishra, author of
bleand local level of governance consti- are made in courts, often by the SEC  DelhiPolitical.“The powersofthelower
tuted municipal corporations. Corpo- 20 | themselves. The judiciary attemptsto  bodies are gradually being taken away.
rators and corporations have a unique 10 resolveitanddeadlinesaregiven,which  Nobody will miss corporators if their
m;ndalte thl differs from that of the are eventually not adhered to by state  functions are curbed. This reduces the
other elected representatives. governments. No real enforcement  qualityofcorporatorscominginaswell.”
b They have 18 distinct functions listed 2015188 201688201788 2018882042 82020 88 2021 182022 mechanisms exist. City corporationsarevital toaddress
in the Constitution that pertain specif- icipal corporations also have  dilapidated urban infrastructure. In
ically to city governance — such as ur- Pending delimitation and reservation | 22% large budgets. For instance, Bengalu-  Hubballi, the lane in which Sripad Dat-
ban planning, constructionofroadsand O Delay in delimitation |21% ru’s Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara  tatreya Gosavilives is riddled with civic
transportinfrastructure, management O {ieswilttiTeservation |17% Palike spends around Rs 10,000 crore  issues. The top of a manhole is broken,
i ofdrai dwatersupply, isii each year, while Mumbai’s BMC spend  theroadisnotasphalted, thestreetlights
and of public of ions were Crisis/natural calamity [12% is budgeted for Rs 50,000 crore of  do not work and the door-to-door gar-
q such as parks and playgrounds and delayed due to Opposition to merger [12% isyear—both lesofcor-  bagecollectioniserratic. “Inthelasttwo
soon. issues around Disagreement over electoral technicality | 9% i rentlyrunning witk years, I lained tothe corpora-
InIndia’sbigcities,an MPrepresents delimitation or Lack of political will | 4% locallyelected i i i yet! i b
around 30 lakh citizens and an MLA reservation Internal security issue | 4% ingthem. taken. Earlier theofficialsused tosay we

communitiesbore thebruntofthe crisis,
unabletoreach theirMLAsorMPswho
were far removed from the realities on
theground.

Tara continues, “MLAs and MPs are
overburdened, but franklyitis not even
theirjobtotend tocitizen’s basic needs.
Your local corporator’s office is proba-
bly less than a kilometre away. That is
whereacitizen couldreachout forbasic
assistance. But without an elected cor-
porator, nobodyisaccountable forlocal
services. You need to go from pillar to
post, fromone central officetothe other.
Itisi ient and ineffective. Your

represents about 3 lakh citizens. A cor-
porator, on the other hand, represents
about 30,000 citizens.

With corporators having such an
impactonday-to-day quality of life, why
are these elections delayed? Are there

A 7

Source: ‘Irregularity in Elections to Urban Local Bodies COMPILEDBY SWEEKRUTHI K
inIndia’ by Rishvanjas Raghavan and Dhruva Panyam  DHGRAPHIC: SANKARGANESH T

ilable. The tak oy

y patternsor
hdelays?Th

theques-

tions thatI set outto explore inastudy.
The results were appalling. Data

from 679 municipal corporation elec-

tions between 1994 and May 2023 was

analysedin the study.

| cor-

local corporator could nothavesentyou

away, fortheyneedto getelected again.

Theyneed todeliver your needs.”
Thesituationis notdifferentin Mum-

Awhopping 58.8%of;

less than half of municipal corporation

region, size of the corpora-
tion. i ofi i

It always seems to be in the best in-
terest of the state governments and
MLAsto not conduct local corporation
elections. Using administrators who
act as proxies, it is commonly believed
thatthe MLAscontrolthelion'sshareo!

are waiting for the corporator election
andnowtheofficialsaskmetomeetthe
corporator to get work sanctioned,”

hesays.
The election to Hubballi Dharwad
icipal Corporation was finally con-

fundsallocated to corporations.

ducted in 2021 after a three-year delay.
On holding a meeting with the elected
corporator, Gosavi and his neighbours
were finally successful in getting oper-

electionsin Indiaareheld ontime. or even political parties in power. This ~ What's the fix?
Uttar PradeshandKarnatakahadthe ~ shows that delays are prevalentindis-  Three decades after the Nagarpalika
highest 01 ionelec-  criminatelyacrosstt i Actwasinstil i icipalities

tions that weredelayed, standingat 97%
and 96%. On the other hand, Himachal
Pradesh at 11% and Maharashtra and

be delayed, since 1994. A shorter delay
of 1to 6 months was observed in 15.7%
of elections and a longer delay of more

at 29% each, had the lowest

percentage of delayed elections. While

this statistic captures the number of

instances of delays, the impact can be
the i

bai. “Civic works are being hampered
due to lack of corporators. The admin-
istrators are acting as per their own
will. Earlier, people’s rep i

were available to solve the pr

where data was

of delays,

ountry.
it !

I streetlights for their lane, while

The fact that more corp N
tions in India have been delayed than

c i I status and an increase in
autonomy for urban local bodies, there

d on time, is shocking for a

ggestthatthe

country which takes pride in its vast
electoral democracy.

Why do elections get delayed?
According to the study, issues of delim-
itation and reservation alone have con-

legislation has fallen short of accom-
plishing its intended objectives.
TheActprovidedabroad framework
and left it to the states to legislate fur-
ther. This has resulted in more harm
than good - with states accruing more

thansi din43.1% y d
ofcorporation elections. represented graphically.
The true percentage of delayed elec- Arigorouscor i
8 i 1d by higher, forthestudy  thattherearenosignificant patternsfor
blemsof  di 4 el

delaysacrossthe country—eitherasper

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&2, Jan 7, 2024

0%o0f th 1d
tions. Another12% were delayed duet

power, P for

their
workedon.

(With inputs from E T B Sivapriyan
in Chennat, Mrityunjay Bose in Mum-
bai, Dhruva Panyam in Bengaluru and
Pavan Kumar Hin Hubball;)

issues are still being

Have your say

funds. andrel

e-mailusat:
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In this context, the SECs either have

To express your opini
insight@deccanherald.co.in



TOYH OPT

o Tozdes’ T 2383

L0MERATY: T, IBFT B
FOFEIE  QRNE  ImoFoness
SHIH LUBEBOOT TR
TTFRE  Ies es@;spo
oz’ (B8s'Rrdd)
083,030 TRTAA WRITT
epTAR  FIMONY IR
03ees OB, 0T
T3 30170 T3y, 0BT TOH
QYOWTIR  Zedwed
Boeengors AveFobod S,
ene.

TR, OIYone (2023-
24) 3Bes0°RAR XHFO
W WAT Beess  ORTRI
2063083, & JeITY X750
B0, BHFE BRLOI
20230 &3000°RY ARNE
SIned. «nd, o) PNV
HIOWT* ©OZTWAR AR,
TG, THFT BOMRONY IR
olexs 003zRe0Be.

DRI Womsan
eon Bl eag

BAG 0T IT50 Beckd DBONE @ faa@l ©90330=N3 80370 a3Rews

fZonc*sY I750 $5e30°B2)- ISF00° 903WI0N 13

EpeEs DEMBIRNT. 3¢ OO (2 &oesiFed) | 3% de
TOTHEOW 243, ORTR R, 2e030° 0.5 I
BIHRY. 8, FTMONER, 302000 %219 2
ORRIRROIRIOHT 0REND 5 2
&0. TOWSeT® LR 0200280 81 )
BAODETIBE, BES0DD 8nay wn n

. 280 B8 11

ODION 5 FWAT BRELOD)
e mobsm wiassg L oW LLi b
T0NF08, ATOREON, [0 TOWT[0S WedTRT.  32,113.81 BRe IR
FRRAATITD. BOTS, FOWOTN TS POOITMED FTLTNDE  TowE  IRBWON), WTWID
WY @ A 17000 HWOMNW,  J02V0HOMY 1642.33 eess (Je 30) IR
IRIWET, SO0,  J[OMYRY IWH XeE FW  BPNG.
BORE  BWFHEE NG 3RDERYLD ST, I 3G WO (2022-23)
BYRI ReonF TRV B0, FOVFEIFH FDBLI- Bz, INFD, GBI, LOBI
TRUTERNT), IFBIRTIMEW  HTPT F0TR 2308 BT O 208 783.59 deess
00T, Q00 FoBPoH  eon I ABNBRT 32,900

odeend I 0D
2eRI0L FONFTBF FReees’
ET o0 wiEdand 9B
B. 2700w $BSTBD T[S
T03ewF BLLNTNOLE REHT.
TRXD Y B BRHTO
e BHee werie =RIeE
adreezson 3030 OleeESNYRY,

39235,

Ze 300, [N, By LB
wORY [T 32,655.89
Bnes 3B0BD) RINIT.
TG IS sy
VOITIVR S /AL W
(Rewo®, BTN, CIRTNO,
TOHBRT, BRTY, WRY,

gpees %ed 2.8 X 3,683.59
8Re8 BTN Oy I, @
O HBee odeenIngd
AMOTBAT IR odeeIndn
1,500 Bpesond 786.09
(Be 52) Beess [ogzends.
SIngee odeesdngd 1,400
Boess0d) 23 TN

Q: JWTonw Y

AYN03, T2 ¥

T0D,T0S, ATITIRI0N, LT B, BTFE3T JTILBT

eszpzpoﬁ F0W0RATIOB 232FTEN

TOWOTITe3 O LeIow), Fooriwsed (2. 9) 38 11
Tioe3nt SBIOTRT. 31t TRTADETOS & L3MES 237

U0 T2, 0eens T3
F0,F0S0D FOBMT (BHEF)

FND,T0S0D FOBMRT (Jed 0I), FONFFF) D.e0°.

T30, ESTRR BT F ezel®

FB23TO 0, TONFTETT BTN ALBWNT. WOT, DRI

TOTRTT SROT 2LRMBSHIZ03
HODFEEFTEN ZoesTennas.

113 828€0 ETRTO
TODE T &. DGRBS,
W0 TR,
2017, SRFE YRI0D

& TS 250D LVRIEO

Sert 283, BeIO 1,027.70
dness (Be 27.89) He3zen3).

& o ‘Zeowmedd ed
TIRITRT B
TODEWIE 0. ROTITeF®
Wy, ‘TEE WOI o
odeezt 3@ . 2800w
HETHOT oZ T
3B, BRIRE)  IFR
SIR0IREEINYR),  BoIdY
00T OB eeTI
Baeiny] 303N osonedner

Zsmeriee
e
0T,
EAINCRETA 2]
), HIMRONY  SDTWIE,
AWFOTI BTEOOT AdeFanod
Ts WETNO. w0,
BRT IHRFT WIRY el
0B, GNPIY BT
TR 2,33 200037, BT,
BEE TR 30TY TN
300 Bees  SToncs’

2eRHED

IS dewenhd’

30RZ0003 B BTFUBT &,

108 e Bmooneen

DEaHINT)  BSNSR 2.83),

Source: Prajavani, p.4, Jan.08, 2024

241.61 &aess (Je 17) SRS,

s30T0° B0 eDTRRET

D0TT0.

BBMP confident of 74.5k-cr property tax mop-up

Bengaluru: The Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pali-
ke, which has collected more
than Rs 3,320 crore in property
tax between April 2023 and the
first week of January is confi-
dent of mopping up Rs 4,500
crore by the end of the fiscal.
Comparatively, between
April 2022 and the first week
of January 2023, the Palike
had collected nearly Rs 2,749

crore, while the amount for
the whole of the last fiscal sto-
od at Rs 3,155 crore.

“We have adopted several
measures to collect tax from
the defaulters and also taken
steps to collect tax from those
who evaded it. So, we have col-
lected more tax than we achie-
ved in the last fiscal. We may
collect Rs 4,500 crore as pro-
perty tax by the end of

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Jan 9,

March,” said BBMP chief
commissioner Tushar Giri
Nath. Among the measures
the BBMP has put in place to
increase tax collection are the
identification of commercial
properties through the Be-
scom database, recovery of
taxes from malls, review of a
portion of self-assessment af-
fidavits and the sealing of the
commercial properties for fai-

2024

21

ling to pay the tax.

Tax is collected under sec-
tion 144 of the BBMP Act, 2020,
which empowers the Palike to
seize movable, immovable
and bank accounts of tax de-
faulters. The BBMP’s revenue
department officials said they
had preparedalist of property
tax defaulters and in Decem-
ber, started sealing their pro-
perties. TNN

Back to Contents




ECONOMY

16th Finance Commission: Karnataka
to seek sharing of cess and surcharge
collected by Centre with States

Karnataka to also urge Centre to seek opinion of States before framing terms of reference for the commission

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

arnataka, which is
Kreadying its res-
ponse to the 16th

Finance Commission,
formed recently, is set to
seek sharing of cess and
surcharge collected by the
Centre with the States and
urge the Union govern-
ment to consider losses
suffered by the States due
to implementation of GST.
Karnataka will also urge
the Centre to seek the opi-
nion of States before fram-
ing terms of reference for
the commission and also in
appointment of members
to it.

“Karnataka will seek in-
clusion of cess and sur-
charge for the purpose of
calculation for devolution
of funds to the States and
demand will be made that
Centre should share the
cess/surcharge with States.
Currently, the Centre is
sharing less than 5% of the
total cess/surcharge col-
lected with the States,” Re-
venue Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda told pressper-
sons after the State Cabinet
meeting.

He said that since the
last Finance Commission
did not have any members
from Southern States, Kar-
nataka will seek appoint-
ment of members after
consulting the States so
that the needs of the States
are reflected well. “The

Cabinet relaxes age criterion

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State Cabinet on Fri-
day decided to relax the
upper age criterion for can-
didates appearing for the
gazetted probationers ex-
amination to be conducted
by the KPSC this year as a
one-time measure.

“The decision to in-
crease the age eligibility
criterion was taken in view
of COVID-19 and delay in
conducting the examina-
tion,” Law and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister H.K.
Patil told presspersons af-

ter the Cabinet meeting.
He made it clear that it
would be a one-time mea-
sure. The Cabinet also de-
cided to provide a three-
month window for people
to return wildlife trophies
such as tiger nails, horns,
and others to the
government.

Among other decisions,
the State Cabinet agreed to
increase the mandatory us-
age of Kannada in sign-
boards through The Karna-
taka Language
Comprehensive Develop-
ment (Amendment) Bill,
2024.

Centre consulting with
States in framing terms of
reference and appoint-
ment of members will
build trust between the
States and the Centre in
the federal structure,” he
said. The Centre will also
be urged to increase the
grants given for natural dis-
aster management, the Mi-
nister added.

Population control

The Minister also said that
the 16th Finance Commis-
sion will be urged to con-
sider the weightage for
controlling population
since the previous commis-
sion had given no incentive
for such measure. “The
Centre considers IT in-

come of the State in calcu-
lating per capita income of
the State though the State
does not get tax revenue
out of it. However, there
are serious imbalances,
which we will appeal to be
considered. We will also
ask for incentive for main-
taining fiscal discipline.
The previous commission
had provided no incentive
for fiscal management as
those States that had violat-
ed norms had been incen-
tivised through revenue
deficit grants,” Mr. Gowda
said.

The Cabinet also decid-
ed to set up a technical cell
with former finance com-
mission member Govind
Rao, former IAS officer

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Jan. 6, 2024
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Common platform for States

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah is considering to
bring all like-minded States
together on the issue of de-
volution of funds from the
Centre to the State. Reve-

nue Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda said that the States
that are offering employ-
ment, economic strength,
and developed socially and
educationally will be spo-
ken to.

“The Chief Minister will
decide on it,” he said.

M.R. Srinivas Murthy and
Narendra Pani to advice
the State in the issue, he
added.

Mr. Gowda said that
while it is estimated that
Karnataka contributes
about ¥4 lakh crore annual-
ly in terms of taxes and
cess, it receives just about
70,000 crore, including
devolution of taxes and
grants. “It means Karnata-
ka receives about 12 for
%100 collected as taxes col-
lected from here. Karnata-
ka contributes in a big way
to nation development as it
also contributes for about
%3.5 lakh crore through IT
exports earning precious
foreign exchange,” he said.

He, however, said that
Karnataka has been losing
about %14,000 crore an-
nually as devolution has
been reduced from 4.71%
in 14th Finance Commis-
sion to 3.64% in 15th Fi-
nance Commission. “In all,
between 2020 and 2026,
Karnataka will lose about
362,000 crore. The in-

crease in cess/surcharge by
reducing tax rate has also
affected the States since
the Centre does not share
cess with States.”

Stating that the total re-
ceipts of the Centre
through  surcharge/cess
has increased from 8%-9%
in the past to 23% now, Mr.
Gowda said: “Karnataka is
losing about ¥8,200 crore
annually due to non-shar-
ing of cess. For example,
though about ¥30,000
crore to ¥40,000 crore is
collected from cess on pe-
trol and diesel in Karnata-
ka, State does not get more
than 31,000 crore
annually.”

Similarly, he said that
due to GST implementa-
tion, Karnataka is losing
325,000 crore annually
due to shortfall while the
the compensation to States
came to an end in 2022.
“The Centre is yet to re-
lease 311,495 crore recom-
mended as three special
grants by 15th Finance
Commission,” he said.



Free power scheme takes the shine off rooftop solar

B'luruseesdip
inresidential
installations

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

he Karnataka gov-
Ternment‘s guarantee

scheme to provide free
electricity seems to be act-
ing like a disincentive for the
installation of small-scale so-
lar-powered house lighting
systems.

According to industry ex-
perts, there has been a sig-
nificant dip in the number of
residential solar rooftopinstal-

lations in the city over the last
fewmonths since many house-
holds started receiving either
azero bill or a subsidised bill.

MembersfromtheKarnata-

kaRenewable Energy Systems
Manufacturers Association
(KRESMA) said that many
clientshad backed out fromin-
stalling residential solar roof-
topsystemssince the launch of
the Gruha Jyothischeme. One
of the vendors said that over a
dozenclientsdropped theplan
in the last four months.

“There were many projects |

which were in the final stage
and many more for which we
had held discussions. Howev-
er, at least 15 clients backed
out saying that they received
azero bill and did not want to
invest in a solar system now,”

Wanin e Several clients
" e don't want to invest
[N W inasolar system

said KLH Raya, Vice Presi-
dent, KRESMA.

Several other vendors said
that business has come down
by atleast 30% in the residen-
tial solar systems sector. Desh-

now
e Zero/subsidised
bills since the launch
of Gruha Jyothi
- schemeactasa
deterrent
o Experts say it's
not a question of
affordability but

~ afeeling of lack of
- incentive
e Vendors say
business has come
down by 30%

pal KS, Managing Director,
Prolight Systems, pointed out
thatfor many clients, itwasnot
a question of affordability but
afeeling of lack of incentive.
“We have seen cases where

clients haveinvested Rs2orRs
3croreon constructing houses
but even such people back out
since the general mindset is
that the investment will go to
waste since there is no incen-
tive,” Deshpal said.

Raya said that they were
trying to convince people that
they could earn by supplying
the excess power to the grid.
However, notmanywereinter-
ested, he said.

“The usual Return on In-
vestment (ROI) period for
projects up to 200 units is six
years. However, since theyare
getting a zero bill, consumers
wanttowaitand decide before
theyinvest. They prefer to wait
till the benefits of the scheme
areapplicable,” he said.
»Solar, Page 4

Solar, From Page 1

While installation of a solar
rooftop for close to 200 units
of production could go up to
Rs 3 lakh, the consumers can
get nearly 40% subsidy on in-
stallation charges under the
‘Soura Gruha’scheme offered
by the Ministry of New and

Renewable Energy, bringing
down the initial investment
to approximately Rs 2 lakh.
“Since they already have a
zero bill, the ROI period will
increase. The government
should have considered all
these and added some condi-
tions before announcing the
scheme,” yet another vendor

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&4, Jan 8, 2024
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said, speaking to DH on con-
ditions of anonymity.

According to an estimate
by the government, of the
2.16 crore residential con-
nections in the state, nearly
2.14 crore are eligible for the
scheme, and this means that
the market for solar rooftops
will shrink, experts said.



GST revenues reveal a
dissonance in consumption
ogrowth across States

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

Amid worries about weak
consumer spending
trends, Goods and Servic-
es Tax (GST) revenues for
the first nine months of
2023-24 reveal a disso-
nance in consumption
growth across States, with
Gujarat, West Bengal and
Andhra Pradesh among a
dozen-odd States that are
seeing weaker growth.
Last Friday, the Nation-
al Statistical Office estimat-
ed private final consump-
tion expenditure (PFCE)
would grow just 4.4% this
year, the slowest since
2002-03, barring the pan-
demic-affected year of
2020-21. After recovering
to 6% in the April-to-June
2023 quarter from below
3% in the second half of
2022-23, the PFCE growth
slipped to 3.1% in the July-
September quarter.

Continued...

Uneven growth

Eight States, including Maharashtra

and Tamil Nadu, saw more than
15% growth in GST collections

so far this year. Gujarat and West

Bengal are among the top 10

contributors with slower growth

Major States with higher growth Major States with lower growth

Madhya Pradesh 18.8% Gujarat 9.5%
Maharashira 18.2% West Bengal 9.8%
Karnataka 18.1% Odisha 10.7%
Haryana 17.6% Rajasthan 10.9%
Uttar Pradesh 17.3% Bihar 11.5%
12.’22;!.13.” 16.9% Pt 12.5%

Source: Ministry of Finance, Bank of Baroda research

While GST revenues
have been robust through
April-to-December 2023,
growing at 11.7%, State GST
collections have grown at a
sharper pace of 15.2%. As
GST is a consumption-
based tax that can broadly
signal the consumption
trends in the economy,

24

Bank of Baroda econo-
mists distilled the State-
wise GST revenue inflows
so far this year to assess if
there are regional dispari-
ties in the consumption
story.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12



GST reveals dissonance
in consumption growth

Among the 20 largest States that account for nearly
97% of State GST collections, two large States, Guj-
arat (9.5%) and West Bengal (9.8%) are the only
ones to clock less than double-digit growth, while
10 others have grown at rates lower than the na-
tional average of 15.2%.

On the other hand, eight States, led by Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and Telangana have seen
State GST revenues rise in a range of 17% to 18.8%.

“Gujarat, West Bengal, Delhi and Odisha are
among the top 10 GST contributors where growth
was slower, while eight States have driven the over-
all collections with growth higher than the national
average. This is indicative of consumption being
uneven across geographies... and may explain why
overall consumption in the country has not been
growing at a higher pace,” the bank’s economists
concluded in a research note on variations in State
GST collections.

“Quite clearly, an improvement in consumption
across some of the States that are lagging today will
help boost both GDP growth and GST collections,”
the bank’s researchers, led by chief economist Ma-
dan Sabnavis, noted. In States like Odisha, Rajas-
than and Chhattisgarh, where GST revenues have
grown less than 11% so far this year, tepid rural de-
mand due to weaker farm sector outcomes could
have played a factor, they reckoned.

India Ratings and Research economists flagged
the lack of significant wage growth, which turned
marginally negative for lower income households
while rising 6.4% for their upper income counter-
parts in the second quarter of this year, as another
critical factor for consumption growth.

Source: The Hindu, p.1&12, Jan. 8, 2024
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KSDL to build office space for
government departments

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government is
planning to build a well-
equipped office to house
various departments on
the premises of Karnataka
Soaps and Detergents Ltd.
(KSDL) in Yeshwantpur.

M.B. Patil, Large and
Medium-scale Industries
Minister and also chairman
of KSDL, said available
land on the KSDL premises
would be utilised to con-
struct an office complex
for government depart-
ments in a phased manner.
However, this would be
done after considering the
space required for KSDL’s
future expansion and
growth.

Mr. Patil said KSDL has a

MSIL to follow
Kerala model in chit
fund business

mandate to grow its annual
business transactions to
¥2,500 crore by 2025 and
5,000 crore by 2030 from
the current turnover of
£1,200 crore.

“Our priority and imme-
diate focus is to expand fo-
reign market presence for
KSDL products and ex-
ports to predominantly to
Europe and Arab coun-
tries,* he said.

On KDSL's diversifica-
tion, the Minister said the
company’s product portfo-
lio would be expanded
soon by launching grocer-
ies, handwashes, etc.

The chit fund business

Source: The Hindu, p.6 Jan. 8, 2024

of Mysore Sales Interna-
tional Ltd. (MSIL) will get a
fillip as the State govern-
ment plans to expand and
grow this business in lines
with similar business in
Kerala, said Mr. Patil.

Expansion

“We have decided to diver-
sify and expand MSIL’s chit
fund business taking inspi-
ration from the model that
exists in Kerala. Our aim is
to achieve annual transac-
tions worth 10,000 crore
through chit funding. Wo-
men self-help groups will
be actively involved in this
venture,” he said.

Mr. Patil also said State
PSUs would be given a cor-
porate image to make them
more competitive and prof-
itable.

Sajjan Jindal suggests setting up industrial parks near airports

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Invest Karnataka Forum
(IKF) co-chairman and in-
dustrialist Sajjan Jindal
suggested on Monday to
set up industrial parks in
regions that are about two
hours drive from airports
in the State.

He participated (virtual-
ly) in the first reconstituted
IKF meeting chaired by
Large and Medium Indus-
tries Minister M.B. Patil
and opined setting up such
industrial parks would fa-
cilitate attracting increased
investment.

Mr. Jindal said that being
an industrialist residing in

the State, he knew very
well why Karnataka stands
out as a preferred invest-
ment destination.
Responding to Mr. Saj-
jan’s suggestion, Mr. Patil
said that the government
also intended to set up in-
dustrial parks in an area of
about 5,000-10,000 acres.
To enable the operationa-

Source: The Hindu, p.6 Jan. 9, 2024

lising of industries, plug-in
facilities will be established
in such parks, he added.

Confirmed investment

Investments of 55,000
crore have been confirmed
in the present government
and various proposals of
about ¥40 crore to 31 lakh
crore are in various stages

26

of the process, Mr. Patil
said.

It was also decided in
the meeting to form sub-
groups within IKF to focus
on sectoral investment.
The meeting reviewed key
developments in the last
months and deliberated on
framing the roadmap for
going forward.

IKF Directors Geetanjali
Kirloskar of Kirloskar Sys-
tems, and Vijay Krishnan
Venkateshan of Kenna Me-
tals were present.

Industries Department
Principal Secretary S. Sel-
vakumar, Commissioner
Gunjan Krishna and CEO
C.T. Muddukumara were
present.



‘Karnataka, whichis India's
cash cow, must not starve’

ith the debate on Cen-
tre-state financial relations
back in focus, Revenue

Minister Krishna Byre Gowda, who
represents Karnataka in the GST
Council, tells DH’s Bharath Joshi
that India’s cash cow is being left to
starve. Excerpts:

From 4.71% under the 14th Finance
Commission, the state's sharein
central taxes dropped to 3.64% un-
der the 15th Finance Commission.
What was the financial repercussion
of this?

When we were getting 4.71%, in 2018-
19, our share in central taxes was

Rs 35,895 crore. When it dropped

to 3.64%, our share was down to Rs
21,694 crore. These are the same
years when the Centre’s budgets and
revenues were increasing whereas
our share dropped. The Union
budget has nearly doubled, but our
share has stayed stuck stubbornly
over 5-6 years. If you look at it from
any economic angle, it’s a big blow to
Karnataka’s financial capacity.

The CM says that for every rupee of
tax, Karnataka gets back 15 paise.
How is this calculated?

We estimate that revenues from
Karnataka to the Union government
are in the range of Rs 4 lakh crore.

INTERVIEW
*

In return, from our share in central
taxes and grants-in-aid, we get Rs
50,000-52,000 crore. Our view isn’t
that we need rupee-to-rupee returns.
We understand that the Centre has
responsibilities. We also understand
that well-to-do states must share
their resources with not-so-well-to-
do states because we're all Indians. At
the same time, you must factor in the
basic needs of Karnataka. You can’t
starve your cash cow. It is imprudent
to do that. We are the second biggest
cash cow in the country. If you stifle
us, it'll not only hurt us, but also the
entire household.

Thecriticismis that it was the
Congress government that failed to
make astrong case before the 15th
Finance Commission.

We made a very strong pitch. The
problem was the mandate given to
the Finance Commission (FC) by the
Union government. Since 1971, every
FC took the population ratio of 1971.
It was a conscious decision made by
the Parliament to freeze the ratio of
population at 1971 because subse-
quently, many Indian states made
enormous efforts to control popula-
tion. It was a national security issue.

Some states did extreme-

ly well in population
control. But some states
didn’t give two hoots.

The ratio of population
between states was frozen
atthe 1971 rate so that those
of us who, after 1971, invested
enormously and supported
the national cause
bybringingdown =~ ———
population growth
rateare not pe-
nalised. However,
the15th FC, atthe
instruction of the
Union government,
shredded this con-
sensus that existed

in the country for
30-40 years and took
the 2011 population
as the basis. This was a major setback
to states like Karnataka.

Karnataka has argued that lack

of development outside Benga-
luru must be considered. Isn't it
contradictory to say that Karnata-
ka should be rewarded for being
developed while you admit that not
everythingis good in the state.

It’s not as contradictory as you point
out. We're saying that we’re a con-
tributing state. Hence, reward us for

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Jan 9, 2024

A

/

Krishna Byre Gowda

our contribution. We're not hiding
the fact of regional imbalance in Kar-
nataka. Bengaluru is a growth centre
for the whole country and the state.
However, because of the economic
assets created in Bengaluru, the over-
all state average per-capita income is
shown as high. Per-capitaincome in
many other districts is nowhere close
to the state average. It’s undesirable,
but definitely not contradictory.

(Visit deccanherald.com
forthe full interview)

Forest dept wakes up as planters’ dues hit Rs 2k cr

Special team formed

Anatomy
torecover dues, o g{ s "ot ol and chalenced
reclaimland decision in courts
——

Companies were paying about Rs 2 to 4 per acre till 1997 when govt increased it to Rs 5,000 per acre

o Studies have shown that
plantations have affected
natural forests, fuelling
man-animal conflict

* Of the 5,500 acres leased to planters
in Karnataka, over 4,500 acres is in
Virajpet division, which has seen
scores of man-animal conflict cases

BENGALURU, DHNS

orest Minister Eshwar B
Khandre has ordered of-
ficialsto recoverawhop-
ping Rs 2,000 crore owed by
planters, including the Tatas,
who were leased over 5,000
acres of forest land as a de-

Continued..

cades-long issue that has led
to man-animal conflict is now
comingtoahead.

But squeezing the planters
for money after years of inac-
tionis easier said than done as
the matterisincourts.

Khandre talked tough ashe
held anemergency meeting of
senior officials on Tuesday to

understand the issue. “Some
oftheseleaseagreements have
taken place before Indepen-
dence,” Khandre said.
“Companies were paying
about Rs 2 to 4 per acre till
1997 when it was increased to
Rs 5,000 per acre. However,
several of them have not made
the payment and challenged
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the government’s decision
in the court. The pending
amount and the interest to-
gether have now reached
over Rs 2,000 crore,” he said,
adding that Rs 1,601 crore is
pending from other planters
inKodagu district.

Studies have shown that
plantations have affected for-

ests,akey element fuelling the
man-animal conflict.
Overtheyears, plantations
have been blamed for floods
and droughts in Kodagu, as
the loss of shade-tree diver-
sity has affected soil fertility
and resilience of natural sys-
tems.
» Forest, Page 6



Forest dept wakes up as planters’ dueshit...

Forest, FromPage 1

Of the 5,500 acres leased to
planters in Karnataka, over
4,500 acres is in the Virajpet
division, which hasseen a high
number of man-animal con-
flict cases.

Virajpethasbeenreporting
more than1,000 cases of crop
damage every year, which
peaked at 2,122 casesin 2021-
22.Nine persons and 21 cattle
have been killed in conflict
situations from 2020-21 to
2023-24.

The minister read out the
names of six companies (see
box) that have been given
4,824 acres on lease. Of the
six, officialsareyetto calculate
the amount to be received by
some companies for the years
since 2015.

Special team

Khandre said the department
has formed a special team led
by Principal Chief Conserva-
tor of Forests and Principal

Major firms which were given land on lease

Name Acres Amount (incr)
Mercara Rubber Limited 1,074 454

Thomson Rubber India Ltd 625 91.29
Nilamubur Rubber Co Ltd 713 130.22
Portland Rubber Ltd 1,288 536.66
Glenlawrence Plantation

Pvt Ltd and Tata Coffee Ltd 943 524
Honnamatti Nilgiri

Plantation Ltd 184 25.36

Total 4,824 1,761.53

Secretary (Environment) B P
Ravi to look into the matter.
“There are two issues before
us: to recover the pending
amount and reclamation of
land in cases where lease has
expired. Considering thelegal
issues involved, the special
team will consult the legal ex-
perts to expedite the cases in
the courts,” he said.

Officials will now begin
digging into files going back
to the pre-Independence era
as well as documents related
to court cases, in which the

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&6, Jan 10, 2024
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planters have challenged the
department’s notice seeking
the lease fee. “This is an ex-
ercise that requires time and
effort. Wewanttorecoverthe
moneyand utiliseit for forest-
ryactivities,” he said.

The department is staring
atatough task.

For example, Thomson
Rubber Pvt Ltd, whichholdsa
lease of 625 acres, had shown
itasrevenueland and pledged
itinabank. Thebankhadauc-
tioned the land after the com-
panyfailed toservicetheloan.



Tardy pace of work
irks Siddaramaiah

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Bengaluru: Chief minis-
ter Siddaramaiah, during
a meeting to assess pro-
gress of work under the
Kalyana Karnataka Re-
gional Development
Board (KKRDB) on Tues-
day, came

sure effective utilisation
of resources.

Board officials pro-
posed that an additional
Rs 1,000 crore could be
spent on ongoing projects
by the end of the financial
year. Siddaramaiah in-
structed district in-

charge

down heav- ministers
ily on offi- KAI-YANA K’TAKA and board

cials for the
tardy pace of work.

He pointed out that of
the Rs 2,106 crore funds
allocated to the board,
only Rs 758 crore was uti-
lised over the past eight
months. He directed offi-
cials to expedite imple-
mentation of sanctioned
projects and utilize funds
more efficiently. He em-
phasized a “mission-ori-
ented” approach to en-

members
to conduct regular meet-
ings to monitor progress.
He also urged a re-evalu-
ation of schemes that
have not commenced.
The CM also directed
the board to formulate an
action plan for the next
fiscal and submit it to the
government for review.
This will enhance ac-
countability and stream-
line execution of projects.

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Jan 10, 2024
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Budget size llkely to touch %3.7 lakh cr

BV.Shivashankar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Although govern-
ment departments are unlike-
ly to meet revenue targets for
the current fiscal, chief minis-
ter Siddaramaiah, who holds
the finance portfolio, is likely
to increase the size of the state
budget for the next fiscal (2024-
25). This means the govern-
ment will have to heavily de-
pend on borrowings.

With the government plan-
ning to merge the joint sitting
of the legislature with the
budget session from February
12, Siddaramaiah is likely to
present his 15th budget — a
record — on February 16. He
will commence pre-budget ex-
ercises on Wednesday.

Although generating rev-
enue has been a perennial
concern, the size of the budg-
et has steadily increased. The
previous BJP government
headed by Basavaraj Bommai
had proposed a budget outlay

of Rs 3.09 lakh crore for 2023-
24. When Siddaramaiah took
over in May last year, he pre-
sented a fresh budget with a
total outlay of Rs 3.27 lakh
crore. Sources say he is now
planning to enhance it by 13%
for the next fiscal.

Noted economist M Govind
Rao, however, has frowned on
the move saying budget esti-
mates have been “unrealistic”.
“Not that departments are far-
ing badly, but the targets are
steep. This is why we insist
budget estimates should be
realistic,” Rao said.

Basavaraj Rayareddi, eco-

nomic advisor to the CM, sug-
gested implementation of
Congress’ five guarantee
schemes is weighing heavily
on the government. Since the
schemes were launched in a
phased manner, the govern-
ment is estimated to have
spent only Rs 20,000 crore
on the guarantees this fiscal,
but will have to bear the full
brunt of about Rs 58,000 crore
next year. “We may have to
propose an outlay of Rs 3.7
lakh crore,” Rayareddi said.
“The chief minister will de-
cide after consultations and
pre-budget meetings.”
Rayareddi will hold depart-
mental meetings with princi-
pal secretaries after which
Siddaramaiah will separately
hold consultations with minis-
ters and captains of industry.
But resource mobilisation
will be a challenge especially
since major revenue-earning
departments are expected to
fall short of targets. For in-

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Jan 10, 2024

stance, the commercial taxes
department was set a target of
Rs 1.01 lakh crore, but finance
officials say they may mop up
only about Rs 95,000 crore. To-
tal tax revenue was estimated
at Rs 1.7 lakh crore, the offi-
cials expect to realise only Rs
1.6 lakh crore.

The government, therefore,
will be compelled to borrow. As
per rules, total liability of a
state cannot exceed 25% of its
gross state domestic product
(GSDP), but since Karnataka’s
GSPD had grown from Rs 25.7
lakh crore to Rs 27 lakh crore,
Siddaramaiah will have more
leeway to increase borrowings.

In his previous budget, he
had proposed to borrow Rs
85,818 crore and officials say
he may go a little above Rs 1
lakh crore.

“GSDP growth provides a
cushion, but borrowings will
be well within limits,” said
LK Atheeq, additional chief
secretary, finance.

NHAI calls for ¥688-crore tender ‘to ensure
road safety’ on Bengaluru-Mysuru expressway

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
has called for a tender for
%688 crore for “additional
works to ensure road safe-
ty on Bengaluru-Mysuru
access-controlled
highway”.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had inaugurated
the highway on March 12,
2023, just before the Kar-
nataka Assembly elections.
The expressway has drawn
the ire of commuters over
the lack of safety measures
and saw a rise in fatal acci-
dents. Parts of the express-
way were also flooded.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah had inspected the

Afile photo of the Bengaluru-Mysuru expressway. '

expressway in July 2023
and said the road had been
opened for traffic hastily
without completing all the
work, including road safe-
ty measures. The State go-
vernment had written to

Source: The Hindu, p.1 Jan. 11, 2024

the NHAI on issues plagu-
ing the highway.

Following this, the NHAI
has called for a tender.
“The Government of India
has entrusted to the auth-
ority the development,
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maintenance, and manage-
ment of additional works
to ensure road safety for
the six-lane Bengaluru-My-
suru access-controlled sec-
tion of NH-275 on Hybrid
Annuity Modeunder NH
(O) (the project) on design,
build, operate, and transf-
er basis,” the tender docu-
ment issued on January 5
said.

MP for Mysuru Pratap
Simmha announced on so-
cial media that the Union
government had released
%688 crore for road safety
measures on the express-
way. After an increase in
accidents on the highway,
in July 2023 the NHAI con-
stituted a three-member
panel of experts to con-
duct a safety inspection.



replacing

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Linked with age-
old transmission lines and po-
or electrical infrastructure,
several parts of western
Bengaluru, especially areas
around Magadi Road, Tavare-
kere and Machohalli, were re-
eling under regular incidents
of low voltage and power cuts.
The power transmission
infrastructure in theregion is
set for a complete makeover
with KPTCL kickstarting a
20-day upgradation work on
the 66 KV Byadarahalli—Ma-
gadiline spanning 35km.

IN WEST B’LURU

Karnataka Power Trans-
mission Corporation Limited
(KPTCL) engineers are repla-
cing old conductors, and to-
wers with enhanced capacity
to withstand the future load.
KPTCL engineers said after
the work, areas in the vicinity
will receive uninterrupted
quality power supply, helping
small and medium industrial
layouts in the region.

Manjunath, chief engine-
er electricity (transmission),
KPTCL told TOI, “The con-
ductors were 40-to 45-year-old
and unable to withstand the
increasingload. Over the next
20 days, we will replace con-
ductors with advanced con-
ductors and set up new to-
wers.” Currently, the 66 KV li-
ne between Byadarahalli and
Magadican withstand upto 25
to 30 Mw of power transmis-

(s
]

old conductors

. el A e - Lk b e S |
FOR BRIGHT DAYS: The KPTCL had sought clearance for 20 days to

carry out upgradation work on the line spanning 35km

sion. Any increase in load wo-
uld have resulted in load shed-
ding. “There are four to five
substations en route, and any
disturbance would have left
these sub-stations tripped af-
fecting transmission. The up-
gradation involves setting up
22 new towers. Acquisition of
land for setting up towers also
ran into problems. But all tho-
se hurdles have been resolved
and work is under progress,”
said an executive engineer
overlooking the work.
Ramesh HJ, director (tech-
nical), Bangalore Electricity
Supply Company (Bescom)
said, “The KPTCL had sought
line clearance for 20 days to
carry out upgradation work.
We have given them clearance
without affecting the daily
transmission in the region.
However, there will be power
cuts spanning a few minutes
during the day during the
work. We are also trying tomi-
nimize those power cuts by
shifting the load to adjoining
stations until the completion

Source: The Times of India, p.3, Jan 11, 2024
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of the work.”

The work will address the
power crisis around Channe-
nahalli, Yarrappa Industrial
Layout, Ganakal Industrial
Layout, Dodda Alada Mara
Road, Kadabagere Cross, Ma-
chohalli, Kachohalli, Kalpa
Industrial Layout, Forest Ga-
te Industrial Layout, Mancha-
nabele Colony, Seegehalli Ga-
te, Srinidhi Layout, Spoorthi
Layout, Raghavendra Layout,
Arkavathi Layout, Yalacha-
guppe, Kempagondanahalli
and adjoiningareas.

TG Halli, NPKL to benefit
The upgradation work will al-
so boost the work on the sewa-
ge treatment plant at Thippa-
gondanahalli. BWSSB has al-
most completed the work on
the STP to pump water recei-
ved from Yettinahole project
to West Bengaluru. “We will
alsobesettingupasub-station
at TG Halli to service the STP
and the upgradation of the li-
ne will benefit that...” asenior
KPTCL engineer said.



Around 65,000
candidates enrol for
Yuva Nidhi scheme

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

As the fifth and final gua-
rantee scheme of the Con-
gress government, Yuva
Nidhi, will be launched of-
ficially in Shivamogga town
on Friday, around 65,000
candidates had registered
by Thursday evening for
the scheme.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah will launch the
scheme and the allowance
will be credited to the bank
accounts of the eligible
candidates on Friday after
the inaugural session.

Training to be given

Speaking to The Hindu,
Sharan Prakash Patil, Mi-
nister of Medical Educa-
tion and Skill Develop-
ment, Entrepreneurship
and Livelihood, said that
under the scheme, unem-
ployment allowance for
two years will be given to
students who passed de-
gree/diploma in
2023. Unemployed grad-
uates will get ¥3,000 per
month while diploma hol-
ders will receive %1,500.
Training will be provided

2022-

Sharan Prakash Patil, Minister
for Medical Education

by registering them on the
skill connect portal.

“Unemployment is a ve-
ry big problem and it is the
government’s intention to
help and provide employ-
ment,” he said.

Online registration

“At  present, around
65,000 degree/diploma
candidates have registered
online under the scheme.
This is a good number in
the initial stage of enrol-
ment. A total of 5.29 lakh
students completed grad-
uation/diploma in 2022-23.
Those who do not get a job
after six months of gradua-
tion are eligible to be be-
neficiaries. The online re-
gistration process is free
and simple,” he added.

Source: The Hindu, p.10 Jan. 12, 2024
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EDUCATION

SC stays High Court order on recruitment
of 13K graduate primary teachers

Directs to keep the
final selection list
inabeyance

vy

NEW DELHI, DHNS

he Supreme Court has
I stayed the Karnataka
High Court’s division
bench orderallowing the state
government to go ahead with
recruitment of 13,352 select-
ed candidates to the post of
Graduate Primary School
Teachers as per the list of
March 8,2023.

A bench of Justices Hima
Kohli and Ahsanuddin
Amanullah ordered that any
appointment letters as stated
to have been issued in favour
of the candidates selected in
terms of the final selection
list of March 8, 2023 should
be keptin abeyance.

The top court passed its di-
rections on January 3, 2024,
hearing a batch of petitions
filed by Leelavathi N and oth-
ers against the HC’s division
bench order of October 12,
2023.

The petitioners were rep-
resented by senior advocate
A N Venugopala Gowda and
advocate Balaii Srinivasan, se-

nior advocate C A Sundaram
and advocate Chinmay Desh-
pande and advocates Shailesh
Madiyal, Mahesh Thakurand
others.

The court issued notice to
the Karnataka government
represented by DL Chidanan-
da seeking a response within
four weeks.

The petitioners were also
allowed to file their rejoinder
affidavit within two weeks
thereafter.

“Till further orders, the
directions issued in para-
graphs 45 to 47 of the im-
pugned (High Court’s)
judgment shall not be given
effect to. Any appointment

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, Jan 6, 2024

letters as stated to have been
issued in favour of the can-
didates selected in terms of
the final selection list dated
08th March, 2023 shall be
kept in abeyance,” the bench
ordered.

Asingle judge bench of the
HC had on January 30, 2023
had quashed the provisional
selection list of November 18,
2022, acting ona batch of writ
petitions filed by unsuccessful
candidates, who were treat-
ed as general merit category
instead of the OBC category
theyapplied for on the basis of
caste and income certificates.

The petitioners contend-
ed the division bench of the

High Court erred in not ap-
preciating that the caste/
income certificate are issued
by competent authority in
the prescribed form, it is the
only authority under the Act
which can adjudicate upon
such certificate, and that too
inthe manner provided under
the Actand Rule.

The DDPI in the instant
case who happens to be se-
lecting authority could not
have taken upon itself the
jurisdiction to decide upon
thevalidity of the income and
caste certificate that isissued
in the prescribed for by the
competent authority, they
said.
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Guest faculty remuneration
increased by up to 8,000
based on their work experience

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

After Chief Minister’s assu-
rance to increase honorari-
um by up to 8,000 per
month based on work ex-
perience, guest faculties of
Government First Grade
Colleges have withdrew
their protest of the last one
and a half months on
Saturday.

Deadlock resolved

With this, the government
has revised the honorari-
um of guest faculties twice
a week. Earlier, the govern-
ment had agreed to in-
crease it by up to 35,000
on December 29, 2023, in-
cluding providing other be-
nefits like lump sum
amount of T5 lakh as retire-
ment benefit, health insu-
rance, etc. However, multi-
ple guest faculty
associations were not im-
pressed and continued
their protest, which began
on November 23, 2023.
This pushed Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah to hold a
meeting with Higher Edu-
cation Minister M. C. Sud-
hakar and representatives
of guest faculties’ associa-
tions on Saturday to re-
solve the deadlock.

The Chief Minister said
that the government has
considered the demands of
the guest faculties sym-
pathetically and decided to
increase the remuneration
by up to 8,000.

Therefore, guest facul-
ties who have less than five
years of service will get a
hike in the range of
%5,000, 36,000, for those
with five to 10 years of ser-

a8 : 4

Wil - -
Guest lecturers of Karnataka government first-grade colleges

protesting at Freedom Park, in Bengaluru on Friday. K. MURALI KUMAR

vice, 37,000 for those with
10 to 15 years of service,
and 38,000 for those with
more than 15 years of ser-
vice experience.

Other benefits

He also agreed to the de-
mand of implementing
health insurance of 5 lakh
per annum to guest lectur-
ers and lump sum amount
35 lakh will be provided to
the serving guest faculties,
after 60 years of age.

One day paid leave per
month to those with more
than 15 hours of workload
per week and three
months paid maternity
leave to women guest lec-
turers will be provided, the
Chief Minister said.

Along with this, Chief
Minister also agreed to sim-
plify the counseling pro-
cess, including giving
weightage based on their
experience in recruitment,
continuing their service in
the same place where the
guest lecturer was working
in the following year.

“Discussion with the
Chief Minister was fruitful
and we are satisfied with
the his assurances. So, we
have withdrawn the prot-
est and will go back to col-
leges on Monday,” said Ha-
numanthagowda

R. Kalmani, president,
Government First Grade
Colleges guest Lecturers’
Association.
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School textbook revision
committee to submit its

report by January-end

State govt. had tasked the panel to revise school textbooks for 2024-25, following which new

curriculum framework and textbooks would be drafted under Karnataka State Education Policy

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

he revision of
T school textbooks is
in the final stage

and the Textbook Revision
Committee headed by
Manjunatha G. Hegade will
submit its final report by
January-end. The commit-
tee will hold its final meet-
ing in the second week of
January and submit its re-
port by end-of-month.

The government has
tasked the committee to re-
vise school textbooks for
one academic year 2024-
25, following which new
curriculum framework and
textbooks will be drafted
under the Karnataka State
Education Policy, also be-
ing drafted now.

“Since the government
has already abandoned
controversial texts includ-
ing during the previous re-
vision and asked teachers
not to teach these lessons.
The government has also
substituted them with oth-

er lessons. We haven’'t
made any major changes
to the textbooks. We have
only added a few lessons
and deleted some based on
the curriculum, quantum
of study material among
other criteria. We have ad-
ded a few classic poetry as
supplementary  reading
and linked Kannada lan-
guage lessons and gram-
mar lessons in the text-
book,” said Mr. Hegade. He
further said that there
were several grammatical

The Textbook Revision Committee also roped in 15 teachers
presently teaching children in the State’s schools and consulted
them on all revisions and changes made. FILE PHOTO

errors in the textbooks and
it took 15 days just to cor-
rect these errors.

The Textbook Revision
Committee also roped in 15
teachers presently teach-
ing children in the State’s
schools and consulted
them on all revisions and
changes made. “No deci-
sion was taken unilaterally
except by consensus of
subject experts. Even the
government did not give us
any suggestions during the
process,” Mr. Hegade said.

“The textbooks have
been revised so as to re-
duce the burden of stu-
dents to facilitate joyful
learning. During the revi-
sion we have taken care
not to impose any ideolo-
gies on the children.
Hence, the revised texts
will be student friendly
and learner friendly,” Mr.
Hegade said.

The Textbook Revision
Committee has opined that
the recent announcement
by the State government
on dividing annual text-
books into two, to reduce
the weight of school bags
was “unnecessary”. “The
weight of textbooks is well
within the prescribed
norms for weight of school
bags. However, the weight
of school bags go beyond
the prescribed limits due
to private schools prescrib-
ing extra books. We will re-
vise the textbooks as one
book. The government can
split them into two if it is
keen on the proposal,” Mr.
Hegade said.

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Jan. 9, 2024

AICTE to regulate technical institutions offering BBA, BMS, BCA courses

ayanth R.
BENGALURU

Intending to maintain un-
iform quality and academ-
ic standards across Man-
agement and Computer
Application programmes,
the All India Council for
Technical Education
(AICTE) has decided to reg-
ulate technical institutions
offering BBA, BMS, and
BCA courses from 2024-25.

Till now, AICTE was regu-
lating only postgraduate
courses like MBA and
MCA.

University Grant Com-
mission (UGC) has in-
formed all the public un-
iversities to communicate
this to all its affiliated insti-
tutions which are offering
or intend to offer courses
in BBA, BMS and BCA for
compliance.

Technical  education

Bengaluru City
University Principal’s
Association has
opposed the decision
and sought
withdrawal of the
notification

and its related aspects are
controlled and governed
by the AICTE Act of 1987.
According to this Act, tech-
nical education, research,

training in engineering
technology, architecture,
town planning, manage-
ment, pharmacy, applied
arts and crafts courses are
regulated by the council.
Speaking to The Hindu,
S. Vidyashankar, Vice
Chancellor of VTU said,
“We are aware of the
AICTE and UGC circulars
in this regard, and if the
State government has de-
cided in this regard, our

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Jan. 11, 2024
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university will henceforth
regulate technical institu-
tion that offer BBA, BMS
and BCA”

Decision opposed

However, Bengaluru City
University Principal’s As-
sociation has opposed the
AICTE decision in this re-
gard and has urged for
withdrawal of the notifica-
tion. It has also submitted
a proposal to the Vice

Chairman of Karnataka
Higher Education Council
for State government’s in-
tervention. “BBA and BCA
are general courses acces-
sible to many students as it
is cost-effective when com-
pared with AICTE-affiliat-
ed colleges,” the associa-
tion said, demanding that
they be retained under the
ambit of general UG colleg-
es. Many Arts and Science
colleges are offering these

courses for nominal fees
and are surviving due to
higher enrolment for
courses like BBA, BCA, and
Commerce courses. Re-
moving them will also
harm the multi and inter-
disciplinary approach as
mentioned in the National
Education Policy and also
result in a significant fall in
admission to the Arts,
Science and Management
colleges, it argued.



VARSITIES IN ABIND

Survey exposes
challenges of NEP

implementation

PURAN CHOUDHARY GEengaluny

THE All India Save Educa-
tion Committes (AISEC) in
Karnataka released a report
on the challenges faced by
educational institutions
due to hasty implementa-
tiom of the Matbonal Educa-
tion Policy (NEP-2020) in
the State. The report was
formally submitted to Su-
khdeo Thorat, Chairman of
State Education Policy on
Wednesday for considera-
tion of the formulation of
the new state policy

Orver 96.32 per cent af stu-
dents surveyed in 24 dis-
tricts of the state opined
that NEP's multiple entry-
exit system does not ensure
jobs if a smdent drops. The
committee has requested
that the four-year degree
courses should not be re-
tained for Karnataka. “To
conduct four-year classes,
maost colleges do not have
classrooms and competent
lecturers. If a four-year de-
gree is implemented what
will be the superior Bach-
elor of Honors or the three-

ar degree? Even at Fhiy
evel three would be two
kinds of degree holders,
how will this be addressed™
questioned the committes.

The report by AISEC de-
fended triple major degrees
as it glves students opportu-
nities to pursue careers in
different fields. The three-
subject system is multi-dis-
ciplinary and also inter-dis-
ciplinary, providing
comprehensive knowledge
for candidates. However,
NEP promotes one major,
one minor and one elective
subject for higher educa-
tion. AISEC claimed that
this approach is ‘single-dis-
ciplinary* and denies stu-
dents the chance for better
education. Instead, the SEP
committes can introduce
one open elective such as
computer science, Al mar-
keting. and digital luency,
to support the student's ba-
sl degres.

Around 57 per cent also

All India Save Education Commities

sald that there are no trained
lecturers for their chosen
l which has been g
gem the mew palicy ﬁ
the survey, ‘Problemsof NEP-
202" a total of 2,536 individu-
als from 83 colleges were in-
terviewed, ncluding students
and teachers. The survey also
highlighted that students
from wrban, rural, govern-
ment, private and awtono-
mous institutions were in-
cluded to get a holistic view
of NEFs implementation.

In universities despite
MEP promising several
things, they lack P
ture. The comm ittes wants
the state government to fio-
cus on bullding more class-
rooms, introducing newer
methods of teaching and
pmmnurﬁlh.o]mm develop-
ment for all age groups. Em-
phasising the point. the re-

ort stated that the

entralised Admission proc-
esg and Unified University
College Management Sys-
tem (UUCMS) are al-
ble for demying ammssmﬁ o
many peor sindents as anly
A0 per cent rural population
have internet access.

Source: The New Indian Express, p.5, Jan 11, 2024
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Experts say no to 4-year
honours course under NEP

Multiple exit-

entry points

unviable, they feel

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

everal experts present in

the meeting called by the

SEP drafting committee
here on Wednesday opined
that four years’ honours de-
gree and multiple entry exit
option provided in the New
Education Policy (NEP) were
impractical.

Asmanyas 68 experts from
various fields across the state
and some from national level
were invited for the discus-
sion.

During the discussion, a
majority of them said it was
not viable to offer four years’
honours course. They said

multiple entry exit points
would not serve the purpose
of higher education.

“WhenIwasthehead ofthe
departmentat Bangalore Uni-
versity, we tried five years’ in-
tegrated/honours courselong
backanditwasa failure. Of the
38 students who got admis-
sions, no student remained
for the fifth year. Hence, the
coursewas closed,” explained
oneretired professor.

“How can we give a certif-
icate after first year, diploma
after second year and degree
after third year? It is imprac-
tical and unscientific in engi-
neeringeducation. Thiswould
lead tomore unemployment,”

the principal of an engineer-
ing college said.

Students who have joined
higher education under NEP
2020 are in the third year
now and the government has
totakeadecision onscrapping
or continuing four-year hon-
ourscourse.

“This is the reason we have
asked for interim report from
a commission on four-year
honours course. The govern-
ment will decide on it as soon
asthe commission submitsits
report,”’said asenior official of
the higher education depart-
ment.

The SEP drafting commit-
tee headed by former UGC
chairperson Sukhadeo Thor-
athascalled another meeting
on January 18. It will submit
an interim report by the end
of thismonth.

Some of the experts in-
vited for Wednesday’s dis-
cussion were educationist
G Ramakrishna, writers K

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Jan 11, 2024
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Marulsasiddappa, S G Sid-
daramaiah, Baraguru Ram-
achandrappa, N V Varghese,
director of the Centre for Pub-
lic Policy Research in Higher
Education, IMI Kolkata eco-
nomics associate professor
Sahana Roy Chowdhury and
SMadheswaran of Centre for
Economic Studies & Policy.

Survey

A survey conducted by the
All India Save Education
Committee (AISEC) showed
that 94.5% of the stakehold-
ers were not happy with the
four-year honours course and
92.32% opined that multiple
entry-exit would not help in
getting jobs.

The committee, which re-
leased thereporton Wednes-
day, submitted the findings to
the SEP drafting committee.
There were 2,536 respon-
dents from from 24 dis-
tricts, 18 universities and 83
colleges.

Back to Contents




Environment

Apps launched for green
cover initiatives, lakes, parks

Besides providing current information, the apps will help users to submit grievances

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

eputy Chief Minis-
l) ter and Bengaluru
Development Mi-

nister D.K. Shivakumar on
Saturday unveiled three
mobile applications and
web links dedicated to
lakes, parks, and the Hasi-
ru Rakshaka initiative. The
Park and Lake Mitra apps
aim to provide current in-
formation about lakes and
parks in the city. Addition-
ally, these apps offer a fea-
ture for users to submit
complaints and grievances
related to parks and lakes.

The Lakes Monitoring
Application, created by the
civic body, allows the pu-
blic to actively participate
in the enhancement of
lakes.

Users can access details
about ongoing efforts to
clean the lake, improving
the walking paths, and oth-
er important information
pertaining to a particular
lake. According to a release
from BBMP, officials have
the access to review day-to-
day progress reports, mon-
itor attendance of lake se-
curity personnel, and
track comprehensive work
details of the lake through

Users can access details about

ongoing efforts to clean the
lake, improve the walking
paths, etc. FILE PHOTO

this application. The initia-
tive ‘Kere Mithra’ allows
volunteers to select their
interested lake, regularly
monitor the development
works, and update it on the
BBMP website.

This will help maintain
the lakes effectively, ac-
cording to BBMP. From the
entire pool of registered
volunteers, a monthly se-
lection process will ran-
domly choose 10 volun-
teers for each lake through
an online randomisation
process.

Once chosen for the res-
pective month, the Kere
Mithra will be notified via
email and cellphone, re-

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Jan. 7, 2024
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ceiving login credentials.
Subsequently, they can
utilise the web application
for  their  designated
purpose.

New apps

Kere Mithra’s has the res-
ponsibility of overseeing
various activities within
lakes, including sweeping
pathways, cleaning bund
slopes, de-weeding water-
bodies, clearing inlets,
cleaning wetlands, attend-
ing to jungle clearance,
monitoring Home Guards’
attendance, noting lake
timings, and tracking offi-
cials’ visits, among other
tasks.

The BBMP said that it
has decided to entrust the
management of city parks
to local residents under
the Udyana Mitra initiative.
With 1200 parks in the city,
residents are encouraged
to actively participate in
their maintenance.

Through a registration
process on the application,
they can oversee daily
tasks such as sweeping,
pruning hedges, shrubs,
and plants, watering, lawn
mowing, borewell mainte-
nance, gate operations in
accordance with rules, gar-
bage removal, and all elec-

trical works related to the
parks.

According Mr. Shivaku-
mar, the Hasiru Rakshaka
app and website aims to in-
volve school children in
planting trees to enhance
the green cover of the city.
In the fiscal year 2023-24, a
total of 1 lakh saplings were
planted by 52,015 students
in collaboration with 224
schools and colleges.
Those students who suc-
cessfully nurture a plant
for three years will be ho-
nored with “Hasiru Raksh-
aka-Green Guardian” cer-
tificates, Mr. Shivakumar
added.

According to a release
from the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP), the Hasiru Raksh-
aka app will assign a un-
ique tag number to stu-
dents actively nurturing a
sapling. This tag enables
students to log in to the
app and provide updates
on the progress of the sa-
plings and trees under
their care.

The app offers addition-
al information on the spec-
ific sapling, including nur-
turing guidelines and
more. Successfully nurtur-
ing the sapling qualifies the
student for a certificate.



Survey ordered to ascertain
forest encroachment by
mines across Karnataka

Four teams of top officials from across departments to be set up to conduct study

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

he Forest Depart-
T ment has asked for
a fresh survey and

assessment based on satel-
lite imagery of the extent of
forest encroachment and
destruction due to mining
activities across Karnataka.

Four teams of higher of-
ficials from Forests, Ecolo-
gy, Mines, Revenue, and
Police departments are to
be set up, and the current
status of the land will be
juxtaposed with the satel-
lite images of 10 years to
see the extent of the en-
croachment and destruc-
tion of forests due to min-
ing activities, said a recent
note from Forest Minister
Eshwar Khandre to the Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary,
Department of Forests,
Ecology and Environment.

™ o ———
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In the past, forest areas in Ballari, Vijayanagara, Chitradurga, and

Tumakuru districts had been found ravaged by ‘C’ category iron ore
mines, following which mining leases of over 50 mines had been
cancelled by the Supreme Court. FILE PHOTO

While adequate police
protection and security to
the teams have been
sought, the report is to be
submitted in one month’s
time. The fresh assessment
to study the extent of forest
degradation came in the
light of the recent visit by
Mr. Khandre to three iron

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Jan. 7, 2024
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ore mines in Tanigehalli
and Megalahalli in Chitra-
durga district. He said that
sandalwood trees and oth-
er flora had been noticed
in the mining area and
roads had been formed by
cutting trees.

In the past, forest areas
in Ballari, Vijayanagara,

Chitradurga, and Tumaku-
ru districts had been found
ravaged by ‘C’ category
iron ore mines, following
which mining leases had
been cancelled for over 50
mines by the Supreme
Court.

A Forest Department
source said that several
mines have been operating
for several decades now,
and that a survey of forest
land had not been done to
ascertain the boundary for
a long time. “This is for the
first time that such a State-
wide survey has been or-
dered to ascertain en-
croachment of forest land
by various mines. We have
no idea about the extent of
encroachment, destruc-
tion of forests, efforts for
afforestation, and whether
forest clearances had been
obtained or not,” said the
source.



Notices issued to
firms set to develop
coffee estates near
Bhadra sanctuary

The Hindu Bureau
SHIVAMOGGA

Chikkamagaluru Deputy
Commissioner Meena
Nagaraj has issued notices
to six people representing
firms that proposed to de-
velop coffee estates of
multiple sizes in planta-
tions close to Bhadra Wil-
dlife Sanctuary, Kamena-
halli Reserve Forest and
hill stations in Chikkama-
galuru taluk.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner, on January 5, is-
sued notices to six people,
who had proposed to con-
vert a total of 242 acres of
land at Gonakal and Meli-
na Huluvatthi in Jagara ho-
bli of Chikkamagaluru ta-
luk into multiple-sized
plantations.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner has taken note of
publicity materials distri-
buted by the companies,
besides the company
websites.

They have proposed to
develop and manage cof-
fee estates with all ameni-
ties.

They have invited
buyers to own coffee es-
tates with clear titles. The
firms are assuring the
buyers an “enchanting ex-
perience in the heart of
green” where they can
build their family home
and “experience nature in
its purest form.”

Within buffer zone

The Deputy Commission-
er has taken a report from
the Forest Department of-
ficial before serving the
notice.

The RFO of Chikkama-
galuru, in his report, said
the lands were located
within the buffer zone of
Bhadra Wildlife Sanctu-
ary. Any development ac-
tivity within 10-km of the
sanctuary, the buffer
zone, needs approval
from the Forest Depart-
ment.

The officer reported
that the lands were within
900 to 1,300 metres of ae-
rial distance from Kame-
nahalli Reserve Foest.

“Kanehalli Reserve For-
est has been part of Mysu-
ru Reserve Extension,

The RFO of
Chikkamagaluru, in
his report, said the
lands were located
within the buffer
zone of the
wildlife sanctuary

where wild elephants
roam. And the sites cho-
sen for development are
within five to six kilo-
metres of Bhadra Reserve
Forest,” the notice said.

Further, the Deputy
Commissioner stated that
the lands chosen for deve-
lopment were plantation
lands.

The Karnataka Land Re-
forms Act, 1961, keeps
such lands out of the defi-
nition of agriculture. And
the plantations have been
kept out of the ambit of
the ceiling on land owner-
ship. Besides that, coffee
plantations have been
considered an industry.

Diversion of land

Citing these laws, the De-
puty Commissioner said
that the owners were ex-
ploiting these provisions.
As per the act, the owners
had to obtain prior per-
mission from the Deputy
Commissioner before di-
verting the same for other
purposes.

A majority of Chikka-
magaluru taluk was a hill
station that included Mul-
layyanagiri, Bababudangi-
ri, among others. The
lands identified for deve-
lopment were also on the
foothills of the Western
Ghats.

“Any move to convert
them into piece lands
might harm nature and af-
fect the waterbodies in the
area,” she said.

Minister for Energy K.J.
George, who is also Minis-
ter in-charge of Chikkama-
galuru district, told jour-
nalists at Tarikere on
Monday, that he instruct-
ed the Deputy Commis-
sioner to issue notices to
the firms concerned after
he learnt about the issue.
“I have brought it to the
notice of Revenue Minister
as well. We will take action
as per law,” he said.

Source: The Hindu, p.6 Jan. 8, 2024
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KSPCB finds high level of aluminium in Tunga water

Niranjan.Kaggere@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: If one went by the
adage ‘Ganga snaana, Tunga
paana’ (bathe in the Ganges,
drink from the Tunga) one
would probably end up being
very ill — at least as far as
drinking water from the Tunga
river is concerned.

Experts from Central Envi-
ronmental Laboratory (CEL),
Bengaluru, have found high lev-
els of aluminium in water from
the Tunga river. Scientists from
CEL, which is governed by Kar-
nataka State Pollution Control
Board (KSPCB), have recom-
mended that the government
direct the Shivamogga district
administration to initiate puri-
fication measures to reduce the
aluminium content.

Following a case filed by

Tunga Nadi Hitarakshana
Samithi before the Lokayukta in
June 2023, CEL scientists had
collected soil and water samples
from 16 places in Shivamogga
and Chikkamagaluru districts,
including from the river bank,
in November 2023.

A month-long analysis of
these samples showed that be-
sides aluminium, they also
contained ammoniacal nitro-
gen and turbidity. A report has
been submitted to the environ-
ment and ecology department
for suitable action.

“Samples collected from a
water treatment plant in Shi-
vamogga town, a tap and a wa-
ter sump in the city revealed
aluminium content of 0.26
mg/1 while all other parame-
ters were within normal
range,” the report states.

DAMNING REPORT

The permissible level of
aluminium as per IS 10500
standards for potable water is
0.2mg/1. The aluminium levels
in some of the samples was as
high as 0.633 mg/1. “Since soil
samples also revealed in-
creased presence of iron and
manganese content, it is natu-
ral for the river water to have
high traces of these metals,”
the report states.

However, the high content of
aluminium in treated water was

Source: The Times of India, p.3, Jan 11, 2024
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We have sent findings and

recommendations to the
urban development department
for immediate consideration to
safeguard the health of citizens. |
have also directed officials to car-
ry out random sampling of water
in other rivers
Eshwar Khandre | MINISTER FOR
ENVIRONMENT, ECOLOGY AND FORESTS

the bigger worry.

“Water purifying plants
along the river especially at
Sringeri, Thirthahalli and Shi-
vamogga have been using alum
salt and chemicals like alumin-
ium sulphate and poly alumini-
um chloride. Use of these chem-
icals has resulted in increased
traces of aluminium in treated
river water,” the report said.

‘Backwash’ water — which
is released back into the river

after the treating process —re-
vealed a staggering 13.4 mg/1 of
aluminium content. “Due to in-
sufficient use of alum salt, tur-
bidity was noticed in many sam-
ples,” the report said. “Hence,
the Tunga river water cannot be
consumed directly”

Officials recommended re-
gional environment officers col-
lect samples every month and
assess seasonal variation of alu-
minium content.

CEL recommended that the
government direct Karnataka
Urban Water Supply and Drain-
age Board (KUWSD&D) and
other authorities involved with
supply of potable water to re-
duce aluminium content at treat-
ment plants. It also recommend-
ed suitable adoption of scien-
tific measures to discharge
backwash into the river.



FOUR-POINT PROPOSALTO
MITIGATE AIR POLLUTION

Gets in-principle approval from the state government

BOSKY KHANNA @Bengaluru

WITH various cities in Kar-
nataka, including Bengaluru,
seeing a rise in air pollution
leading to an increase in
lung-related ailments, the en-
vironment and urban devel-
opment departments have
chalked out a four-point miti-
gation proposal.

The proposal has also got
in-principle approval from
the state government. How-
ever, a detailed discussion
with all stakeholders is yet to
be held.

One most important pro-
posal is to revise the holiday
timetable for children. “We
see many children suffering
from health issues during
winters. The air pollution is
also high during winters. So,
we have proposed that winter
vacations be increased and
summer vacations be re-
duced. A two-three month
holiday in summer is too
long. Winter vacations can be
increased with homework so

that children are indoors and
safe. This model is adopted in
some north Indian cities,”
sources in the environment
department told The New In-
dian Express.

Another official from the of-
fice of the environment min-
ister said this proposal is be-
ing discussed with the
education department and the
state government in length.
“The idea is good and the plan
is to introduce it from the
coming academic year. How-
ever, no decision will be taken
without a detailed public con-
sultation,” the source said.

The second proposal is to
bring in work from home cul-
ture for corporate employees
and techies. “This is proposed
to reduce the vehicular emis-
sions, which is one of the
prime causes for air pollution
in cities, especially Bengalu-
ru. This will also help boost
tourism,” the source added.

The third has been suggest-
ed to the energy department
that there should be uninter-

rupted power supply during
winters so that there is no use
of diesel generators and oth-
er sources of energy.

The fourth proposal is that
the annual maintenance
works that industries take up
round the year be restricted
to afixed schedule, like in No-
vember or December, so that
emissions are easily control-
led and monitored.

“Under Section-5 of the en-
vironment act, it can be im-
posed and directions can be
given for implementation.
But we want to create aware-
ness and ask people’s opin-
ion. The idea is to give people
a choice and make them take
an informed decision. We
want the government to take
up public debates on this.
Many organisations and in-
dustries can also directly
start following the proposals
even before the government
decision is taken, so that
there is some control,” an of-
ficial from the environment
department said.

Source: The New Indian Express, p.4 Jan 12, 2024
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[ISc comes up with warm
vaccine against current
strains of SARS-CoV-2

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A heat-tolerant vaccine de-
veloped by the Indian Insti-
tute of Science (IISc.) re-
searchers is said to be
effective against all current
strains of SARS-CoV-2 be-
sides having the potential
to be quickly adapted for
future variants as well.
According to [ISc-Benga-
luru, since the beginning
of the COVID-19 pandemic,
Prof. Raghavan Varadara-
jan from the institute’s Mo-
lecular Biophysics Unit
(MBU) and collaborators
have been working on de-
veloping a heat-tolerant
vaccine that can offer pro-
tection against different
strains of SARS-CoV-2 -
both current and future
variants. In a study pu-
blished in npj Vaccines,
they report the design of a
synthetic antigen that can
be manufactured as a po-
tential COVID-19 vaccine.
They showed that their
vaccine is effective against
all current strains of SARS-
CoV-2, and can be quickly
adapted for future variants
as well. According to IISc.,
while current vaccines are
proven to be effective
against most SARS-CoV-2
strains, their efficacy has
declined due to rapid mu-
tation by the virus. After
analysing various proteins
found in the virus, the re-
searchers selected two
parts of SARS-CoV-2’s spike
protein - the S2 subunit
and the Receptor Binding
Domain (RBD) - for design-
ing their vaccine candi-
date. The S2 subunit is
highly conserved. It mu-

i i

In a study published in npj Vaccines, 11Sc professors report the

design of a synthetic antigen that can be manufactured as a
potential COVID-19 vaccine. FILE PHOTO

tates much less than the S1
subunit, which is the target
of most current vaccines.
Scientists have also known
that the RBD can provoke a
strong immune response
in the host. Therefore, the
team created a hybrid pro-
tein called RS2 by combin-
ing these two components.

The researchers used
mammalian cell lines to
study the expression of the
hybrid protein.

“The protein showed
very high levels of expres-
sion, and [ (initially)
thought that the experi-
ment was not working pro-
perly,” said Nidhi Mittal,
PhD student at MBU and
first author of the study.

The team then tested
the effects of the protein in
both mice and hamster
models. They found that
the hybrid protein trig-
gered a strong immune res-
ponse and provided better
protection when com-
pared to vaccines contain-
ing the whole spike pro-
tein. According to IISc., the
RS2 antigen can also be
stored at room tempera-
ture for a month without
the need for cold storage,

unlike many vaccines in
the market which require
mandatory cold storage.
This would make the distri-
bution and storage of these
vaccine candidates much
more economical.

Varadarajan said that his
teamn began working on the
vaccine even before the
pandemic became wides-
pread in India.

Since 2000, Varadara-
jan’s team has been work-
ing on designing several vi-
ral vaccines, including
those against AIDS and in-
fluenza. They have lever-
aged this expertise to de-
sign their current
RS2-based COVID-19 vac-
cine candidate in collabo-
ration with the startup
Mynvax, which was, until
recently, incubated at IISc.

According to the team,
the vaccine candidate can
be tailored to incorporate
the RBD region of any new
variant of SARS-CoV-2 that
might emerge. Its high le-
vels of expression and sta-
bility at room temperature
can greatly reduce produc-
tion and distribution costs,
making it well suited for
combating COVID-19.

Source: The Hindu, p.2 Jan. 11, 2024
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Concerned over deaths among
those with comorbidities, State to
monitor patients through tele-ICUs

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Concerned over the in-
creasing number  of
deaths, especially among
those with comorbidities,
despite a marginal decline
in new COVID-19 cases,
Karnataka will start moni-
toring all ICU patients
through tele-ICUs. As of
Wednesday, the State has
recorded 27 deaths and 19
patients are under inten-
sive care.

Announcing this after
chairing the Cabinet sub-
committee’s meeting held
on Wednesday, Health Mi-
nister Dinesh Gundu Rao
told presspersons that spe-
cialists from Victoria Hos-
pital affiliated to Bangalore
Medical College and Re-
search Institute (BMCRI)
will monitor critical pa-
tients. The State’s Death
Audit Committee that has
so far audited a total of 21
deaths that have occurred
since December 15 has con-
cluded that only two of the
fatalities are due to COVID
pneumonia. A 40-year-old
patient from Mangaluru
and a 59-year-old woman

201 new cases
reported

The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU

Karnataka on Wednesday
reported 201 new cases
and one more death. An
85-year-old male from My-
suru, who was diagnosed
with SARI, died on January
9 at a private hospital. With
this, the total number of
deaths reported since
December 15 have touched
27.

As of Wednesday, the
State had 974 active cases
of which 59 are being treat-
ed. As many as 7,315 tests
were conducted in the last
24 hours of which 6,557
are RTPCR tests.

from Mysuru, who were
COVID positive and admit-
ted with symptoms of SA-
RI, are the two deaths that
have been directly attribut-
ed to COVID. They had
lung involvement with ele-
vated inflammatory mark-
ers, according to the Death

Source: The Hindu, p.2 Jan. 11, 2024
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Audit Committee.

“Of the remaining 20, 18
patients had multiple co-
morbidities. Their death
cannot be attributed to CO-
VID as they had developed
complications due to poor
management of their co-
morbidities,” the Minister
said. Asserting that there is
no need for people to pan-
ic, he said the State has
been conducting around
7,000 tests daily although
the target was to conduct
5,000 tests. “We have di-
rected officials to ensure
that high risk symptomatic
contacts of COVID positive
patients are compulsorily
tested. This is as per
ICMR’s guidelines on test-
ing strategy,” the Minister
said. “Karnataka has been
doing the highest number
of tests in the country and
it is because of this we are
able to detect positive cas-
es.” The Minister said a go-
vernment order on admi-
nistering flu vaccine for all
health workers including
doctors and para-medical
staff will be issued soon.
“The flu shots will prevent
them from getting infect-
ed,” he added.

Back to Contents
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Namma Yatri to enrol

1,000 women auto
drivers in six months

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Ride booking app Namma
Yatri announced plans to
enrol 1,000 women drivers
in the next six months in
collaboration with Benga-
luru police and NGOs.

On Friday, the company
launched Mahila Shakti in
collaboration with the Ben-
galuru police, Parihar, and
the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Health and Education
Foundation. The initiative
is designed to empower
women from diverse back-
grounds to become profi-
cient in driving electric
autorickshaws.

The Mahila Shakti initia-
tive offers a comprehen-

sive one-month training
course that covers practi-
cal driving, traffic laws, sa-
fety, and vehicle mainte-
nance. It supports women
in starting their own driv-
ing businesses. Targeting
women aged 25 to 45, the
programme paves the way
to higher income, econom-
ic independence and flexi-
ble working hours. After
the free training, Namma
Yatri provides electric au-
tos on a nominal daily rent
and facilitates low-interest
vehicle ownership through
financial institutions.

Those interested in join-
ing can contact Namma Ya-
tri by calling 080-
69724800 or via What-
SApp on 8618963188.

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Jan. 6, 2024
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From 25k in "13, creches for
poor kids down to 3.9k in ’23

Number Of Beneficiaries Dip From 6 Lakh To Under 84,000
CAUSE FOR CONCERN

Rema.Nagarajan
@timesgroup.com

25,000 creches with over 6

lakh beneficiaries under
the National Creche Scheme.
By February 2023, there were
just 3,900 creches with under
84,000 beneficiaries. If even the
poorest third of the estimated
25 million babies born every
year in India are to be provid-
ed creche facilities, it would
need several lakh creches.

From the first decade of
thismillennium, several stud-
ies and surveys funded by the
government showed the huge
unmet demand for creches
and the impact that creches
for children aged six months
to six years could have on pre-
venting child malnutrition
and in pushing up women’s
work participation, which is
notoriously low in India.

TOI reached out to the
women and child develop-
ment ministry through email
for its views on the issue, but
has got no response even two
days after the mails were
sent. The story will be updat-
edonline if we getaresponse.

Why did the number of
creches under the scheme
crash so dramatically? A com-
bination of factors was at play.
Till 2017, the funding pattern
for the scheme was 90:10 with
the Centre footing 90% and
NGOs running the créche pro-
viding the rest. Then came al-
legations of financial irregu-
laritiesby the NGOs, which led
to the central government cut-
ting off funding to them and
transferring the creches to the
Central Social Welfare Board.

Around the same time, in
January 2017, the cost-shar-
ing formula was revised. The
implementation was shifted

In 2013, there were almost

Budget allocated vs spending (in X cr) | Creches Beneficiaries
Year 2013-14 (lakh)
6.02
2013-14 2014-15
2014-15 5.75
2015-16
2015-16 5.33*
2016-17 2016-17
5904 e
2017-18 48.79* % =
201819 | 128 2943 %7,930 NA
2019-20 | 50 38.77 | B 4948 NA
202021 | 7 116 | 20
2021-2* - 16| p3006 0.34
1-22 53 0 *number of beneficiaries from 248
2022-23 75 8.68 creches in Bihar was not provided
(pertaining to past liabilties)| (@)
*Creches were closed during the Covid period
**Grant released to states/UTs, not utilisation

TIMES VIEW: creches play a supportive role in a child’s
mental development and school readiness. They also help
parents do their work in a relaxed manner. For single parents,
especially those without back-up at home, they are
indispensable. The massive shortage as well as drop in the
number of creches is a cause for concern. Authorities should
investigate the reasons behind their reduction and suggest
ways and means to increase them. This is particularly crucial
given the low level of women’s participation in the workforce.

to state governments follow-
inganincrease in the share of
union taxes for the states from
32% to 42% in keeping with
recommendation of the 14th
Finance Commission. The
fund sharingpatternamongst
Centre, states and NGOs was
changed to 60:30:10. It was
80:10:10 for northeastern
statesand 80:0:10for union ter-
ritories. Not all states sup-
ported the scheme enthusias-
tically and it progressively
shrank till most creches shut
down during the pandemic.
Fromover87% of budgetal-
location being used in 2013-14,
fund utilisation steadily wors-
ened till it was less than 25% in
2018-19. That led to a slash in

allocation from the centre.
Several states which had
hundreds of creches now
have none, according to gov-
ernment data given to Parlia-
ment in February 2023. These
include the states with the
highest number of births, Ut-
tar Pradeshand Bihar. UPhad
2,149 creches with more than
50,000 children in 2013, Bihar
had over 930 creches and
more than 23,000 children.
Post-Covid, in July 2022,
the women and child develop-
ment ministry announced
that NCS was being renamed
Palna Scheme under the sub-
scheme ‘Samarthya’ of Mis-
sion Shakti, which aims to
strengthen interventions for

Source: The Times of India, p.5, Jan 7, 2024
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women’s safety, security and
empowerment. The anganwa-
di-cum-creches were moved to
the Palnaschemeand existing
creches under NCS were in-
cluded under it as standalone
creches. The scheme seems to
be struggling to get off the
ground with barely 2,200
functional standalone crech-
es as of till October 2023 and
approval being given for 5,000
anganwadi-cum-creches.
“ICDS (integrated child
development scheme) has the
administrative outreach to
reach the poorest. So the an-
ganwadi-cum-creche model
is the most viable and scala-
ble model. ICDS already has
under-three children within
its mandate for providing
takehomerations. Now it has
to additionally provide day
care. But many administra-
tive and bureaucratic chal-
lenges have to be tackled be-
fore this can run smoothly,”
explained Sumitra Mishra of
Mobile Creches, which runs
creches for children of mi-
grant workers and works on
early childhood development
of marginalised children.
The new Palna scheme en-
visages 17,000 anganwadi
cum crechesin the countryby
2025-26. When 22,000 creches
werefunctional in2013, toaim
for 17,000 creches more than
ten years later might be too
little to meet the demand. In
the15th Finance Commission
(2021-22 to 2025-26), a total of
Rs 20,989 cr including central
and state share has been allo-
cated under Mission Shakti.
There is apprehension that if
enough creches do not be-
come functional and states do
not show utilisations of
funds, allocation for the
creche component could be
cutin the16th finance cycle.



Transgender quota
needs an enabling
environment

ROHINI PANDURANGI

he recent report of a
Ttransgender quota for

postgraduate courses at
Bangalore University going
unclaimed made headlines in
the media and has spurred the
government and civil society
to do some rethinking. In spite
of affirmative actions taken by
the government, in the form
of quotasin jobs and education-
alinstitutions, transgender peo-
ple are hesitant to claim what
is rightfully theirs. This makes
itevident that theactions taken
by the government to remove
social discrimination and
inequality will not come to frui-
tion unless the bias is stemmed
insociety.

Transgender people are
looked upon as an aberration
everywhere, and Indiais no dif-
ferent. However, there is a pe-
culiarity in our society. Indian
mythologyaccords them divine
status, and they are therefore
associated with mythical crea-
tures called kinnaras. They are
welcome at ceremonies like
marriage and childbirth and
their blessings are sought. It is
anironythattheirdemi-godsta-
tus ends there, and they trans-
form into objects of ridicule.
Hence, transgender children
areabandoned by their parents
ininfancy. If they are fortunate
enough to survive, they are
ostracized. Lacking education
and skills, they are left with no
optionbuttobecomesexwork-
ers or resort to begging. Those
who are brought up by their
parents, having been assigned
thewronggenderatbirth, grow
upinconfusion,and when they
comeout,aredisowned by their
familyandend uponthestreets.

Inthe pastdecade, there has
been an awakening amongst
transgender people about their
rights, and they have been vocal
about it. Today, we are seeing
members of the community
blazing a trail despite the ad-
versitiestheyare facing, Promi-
nentamongthemareDanseuse
NarthakiNatraj, the first trans-
gender person to be awarded
Padmashri; Rose, a talk show
host from Tamil Nadu; Apsara
Reddy and Akkai Padmashali,
who are activists and are as-
sociated with political parties;
Manabi Bandopadhay, the first
transgender person to become
the principal of an educational
institution; and Dr Vibha Usha
Radhakrishnanan, whorecent-
lybecamethe firsttranswoman
to getan MBBS in Kerala.

The political system has also
woken up to the fact that there
are people who may not con-
form to the gender binary, and
they need to be acknowledged.
While the measures are com-
mendable, they will not be ef-
fective unless there is a change
intheattitude of societytowards
transgender people. At the
same time, the members of the
community also need to stand
up for themselves and claim
their space. These two changes
need to happen in tandem.

The government, the trans-
gender community, and civil so-
cietywill have to work together
toachievethis. The general pub-
lic,especially children, needsto
be sensitised about the trans-
gender community, astheywill
be the new society. This educa-
tion needs to be a part of their
curriculum fromtheearlyyears
inan age-appropriate manner.
Achieversfromthetransgender
community need to encourage
and instill confidence amongst
their members to fight for
and claim their rights. Civil
society groups need to work
on both fronts, sensitising
peopleand supportingcommu-
nity members.

Acoupleofyearsago,atrans-
gender person approached me
ata traffic signal for money. As
Igave her aten rupee note, she
proceeded to give me a coin as
a blessing, which is a custom-
ary practice. Unaware of it,
looked at her with confusion.
Mistaking my ignorance for
hesitation, she smiled at me
and said, “HedrkobeD1, naavu
kooDa manushyare” (do not
be afraid; we too are human
beings). AsIfumbled for words
to clarify, the signal turned
green, leaving me part guilty
and part thinking, The factthat
transgender peoplemustassert
thatthey tooare humanbeings
means that they are not viewed
assuch. Thereisaneedtocreate
anenabling environmentifthey
are to benefit from affirmative
actions. Otherwise, society will
be deprived of the artists, civil
servants, doctors, engineers,
lawyers, activists, politicians,
corporate executives, and ed-
ucators that the transgender
community has the potential
toproduce. Morethananything
else, they will be able to live a
dignified life. This can happen
onlyif we understand that they
too are human beings, just the
sameasus.

(Thewriterisanindependent
researcher with an interest in
the WTO)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.7, Jan 8, 2024
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Yelahanka grievance meet

draws 2,600 applications

Majority of
complaints were
about khata, govt

schemes

—_—

SHRADHA TRIVENI
BENGALURU, DHNS

esidents of Yelahan-
ka, Dasarahalli and
yatarayanapura con-

stituencies on Friday submit-
ted over 2,600 applications
at the ‘Government at your
doorstep’ grievance redressal
meetheldin Yelahanka’s Dr BR
Ambedkar Bhavan.

Many women wanted to
get their names registered for
the Gruha Lakshmi scheme,
while others complained that
they had not yet received the
amount as outlined in the
scheme.

Kumari, a resident of
Byatarayanapura constituen-
cy, said: “After a minor correc-
tion in my mother Lakshmi’s
name, we stopped receiving
theamount.”

Renuka, a 60-year-old
homemaker, wanted the gov-
ernment to provide hearing
aid for her hearing-impaired

i

Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar interacts with citizens
atthe ‘Government at your doorstep’ grievance redressal
meet held in Yelahanka on Friday. SPECIAL ARRENAGEMENT

DKS’ directions
DyCM Shivakumar urged
people to unhesitatingly
report bribe demands,
which he felt was increas-
ing, assuring strict action
against errant officials.
He said the govern-

ment plans to fix cameras
across the city to identify
those dumping waste and
file cases against them,
while also highlighting
the widespread dumping
of construction debris.

husband, an autorickshaw
driver, while alsoraising issues

abouther BPL card.

“We had a BPL card ear-
lier. But after my daughter’s
marriage, we added our son-
in-law’s name on the card. But
because he pays his taxes, we
donotget freeration now,”Re-
nukatold DH.

Shivarajamma and Usha
from Siddhartha Colony,
Madiwala, urged the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like (BBMP) to sanction the
construction of an anganwadi
in the colony for ragpickers’
children.

“About40to0 50 childrenlive
in our colony. We are seeking
approvalstostart the construc-
tion of the anganwadi with the
help of an NGO,”said Usha.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A, Jan 6, 2024
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Deadline to process appeals

Deputy Chief Minister and Bengaluru Development
Minister DK Shivakumar said he has instructed officials
tosegregate all the appeals ward-wise and resolve them
withinastrict deadline. “We have taken the telephone
numbers of the applicants. We will coordinate with
them on each appeal. We are forming a separate team
toresolve theseissues,” he said.

Parking
restrictions for

Saturday’s meet

Ahead of Saturday’s re-
dressal programme at the
RBANMS High School
Groundsin Sivanchetti
Gardens, the city’s traffic
police have restricted
parking on both sides of
St John’s Road, Gangad-
hara Chetti Road, and
Dickenson Road.

Two-wheeler users can
park on the Annaswamy
Mudaliar Road, while
four-wheelers can be
parked at the Hasanath
Women’s and Evening
College Grounds,
RBANMS Grounds, on
the premises of the Sub-
ramanya Swamy Temple
at St John’s Road, and
behind the Thiruvalluvar
statue.

Biggest
concerns

A majority ofappeals
were submitted to the
BBMP and Revenue
Department about khata
issues.

“About five lakh
women are not receiving
the Gruha Lakshmi
(scheme) amount due to
some technical issues.
Some women have given
their husbands’phone
numbersand bank
accountdetails after
registering their names.
This will be sorted out
soon,” said Shivakumar.

Many faced issues
with BPL cards, Anna
Bhagya, Arogya and
other schemes, while
others soughtassistance
toget their property
documentsinorder.



FORGOTTEN FACILITIES

Crumbling comforts: Squalor
suffocates Bengaluru’s bus hubs

Broken toilets and stained
sinks mark the sorry state
of city's bus stands

—

UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA & FLORA ADELINE
BENGALURU, DHNS

us stations in the city are more than
Biust transit points; they're safe havens

for travellers seeking rest before con-
tinuing their journeys. With their constant
high footfall, especially during holidays and
festive seasons, their maintenance becomes
crucial. This responsibility often falls on the
shoulders of transport corporations or out-
sourced agencies.

However, a reality check by DH paints
a grim picture of neglect in these bustling
hubs. Despite the Bengaluru Metropolitan
Transport Corporation (BMTC) outsourc-
ing the upkeep of essential facilities like pay-
and-use toilets, waiting rooms, and feeding
rooms, thereality starkly contrasts with their
intended purpose. A week-longreview of five
such bus stations reveals a distressing state
ofdisrepair.

The findings are alarming: toilets are un-
usable, broken, or dysfunctional; sinks and
floors are stained; and a pervasive, unbear-
able stench looms over these spaces. This
deterioration not only mars the city’simage
but also raises significant concerns about
the health and comfort of thousands of daily
commuters. Asthese stations continue tosee
a surge in visitors, the glaring gap between
theresponsibility of maintenance and its ex-
ecution stands as a challenge that demands
immediate attention and action.

Shivajinagar bus station

In Shivajinagar bus station, the “Mother’s
Lounge” - a space dedicated to providing
comfort and privacy for mothers and their
children—fallsshortofitsintended purpose.
Arecent visit revealed that out of four sinks
in the lounge, only one was functional, and
none were clean. This lack of basic hygiene
is compounded by the fact that the feeding
room, an essential part of the lounge, lacks
both lighting and seating, making it difficult

The public toilet at Kengeri Bus Stand on Saturday. o1 PHOTO/PUSHRV )

for mothersto care for their infants comfort-
ably. The room’s floor, cluttered with cement
and sand, further adds to the unwelcoming
environment. Adding to the inconvenience,
staff members stationed outside the wash-
rooms chargeausage fee of Rs10, yet the con-
ditionsinsideare far fromsatisfactory. While
thetoilets are usable, the Western-style ones
suffer froma non-functional flush system.

“Sometimes the sinks are stained with
paan and used sanitary pads are stuffed
in the gaps of the ventilator window,” said
Shreya Nandakumar, a student travelling to
Richmond Circle everyday. She refrains from
using the toilet.

Kengeri TTMC
The waiting room, constructed under the
Nirbhayaschemeand primarily used by preg-
nant women and feeding mothers, is open
24/7.However, thetoiletsare soiled. Despite
the presenceofasignboard prohibitingmen’s
entry, some male conductors were observed
using the room’s water purifier. In the wom-
en’swashroom, none of the sinks were opera-
tional,and the toilets were poorly maintained
and dysfunctional; one did not even have a
lock. The condition of the men’s washroom
was similarly poor.

“Thestenchinthe men’s washroommakes
it close to impossible to use,” said Vinay, a
regular passenger. He highlighted faulty pipe
connectionsand clogged urinalsasaddition-

al issues and suggested that the washrooms
should be cleaned twice a day.

Kempegowda bus station, Majestic
Although the four Indian-style toilets in the
pay-and-use women’s washroomwere clean,
one of the stalls did not have a lock while the
edges of the commodes were cracked. Sim-
ilarly, the waiting room seemed well-main-
tained but the toilet inside was clogged and
had an unusable flush. A woman conductor
whocametouse thewashroomsuggested us-
ing the pay-and-use toilets instead of the one
inthewaiting room. Passengerswhousedthe
men’swashroom complained of theintolera-
blestench and poor maintenance.

Shanthinagar TTMC

The toilet in the waiting room was locked,
and of the four stalls in one of the two wash-
rooms, only one was functional. Workersare
not provided with masks and glovesand must
purchase them on their own if needed. The
washroom lacked sanitary vending machines
and tissues, and none of the toilet stalls had
dustbins. Although workersand staffassured
that the washroom was cleaned twice daily,
the poor condition of the toilets deterred pas-
sengers from using them frequently.

Kalasipalya TTMC
There is no waiting room at this station. The
women’s washroom, equipped with just one

~N

Atoilet lacking a flush tank at
Kalasipalyam TTMC. bH PHOTO/ FLORA ADELINE

Tenders to be called soon

Asenior BMTC official said that
tendersare periodically called once in
threeyears to selecta housekeeping
agency to maintain different stations,
including cleaning the toilets. Tender
documents at times only mention the
requirements and area to be main-
tained while other times specify the
number of staff required for main-
tenance, which ranges from10to12
people per shift depending on the area
of the station. Within the next month,
housekeeping tenders will be called for
some of the bigger stations such as Kal-
asipalya, Shanthinagar, and Majestic.

commondustbin, often leads users to dispose
ofused diapersand padsin the toilets. Out of
fivetoilets, only three are functional,and just
oneofthefour sinksworks. The flushesinthe
Indian-style toilets are all non-operational.
While BMTC staff can use the washrooms
for free, passengers are charged Rs 5. The
guards refused to respond to questions re-
garding the maintenance of the washrooms.

“When passengerscomplainaboutguards
charging more than the fixed price, we warn
the guards immediately,” said Shamoon Pa-
sha, the traffic controller, who said that the
toilets were cleaned once aday.

\ J

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Jan 7, 2024
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Drugs, waste management major

They also demand
better bus
connectivity
=

CHETANB C
BENGALURU, DHNS

rugconsumption, unsci-
Dentific waste manage-

ment, and illegal con-
structions were just some of
the concerns that were raised
by the residents of Pulakeshi-
nagar, Shivajinagar and Heb-
bal during the ‘Government
at your doorstep’ grievance
redressal meeting held in RB-
ANMS High School Grounds
on St John’s Road on Saturday.
Deputy Chief Minister DK Shi-
vakumarattended the meeting
and heard the grievances.

DH interacted with a host
of people who said there were
persisting law and orderissues
in East Bengaluru, especially
around the areas such as Pu-
lakeshinagar, Shivajinagar,
Richard town, Coles Park have
risen significantly and urged
immediateaction from the gov-
ernment and the intervention
of the police.

Habiba Subhan, a resident
of Pulakeshinagar expressed
disappointment about the con-
dition of Coles Park and said:
“Though government sanc-
tioned funds to develop the
Coles park in 2019, the work
has been limited only to the
marginal part of the park and
public toilets. The infrastruc-
turein Frazer Town s pathetic
and has made it hard for the
residents; though issues have
beendiscussed with concerned
nodal officers the problemsre-
mained unattended.”

Nikhat Aman from thesame
vicinity says the reconstruction
of Mosque Road over bridge
has grown into a headache for
them as the “unused” under-
passhas turnedinto an “adda”
for the drug consumers and
otherillegal activities.

idents

Three web
portals
launched
Deputy Chief Min-
iste DK Shivakumar
: launched three web
& ' portals-‘Hasiru
N Rakshaka’, ‘Udyana
‘ ® | Mitra’,and ‘Kere Mi-
A < Exadi ¢ tra’that will help the
L)W - ,( ' BruhatBengaluru
Deputy Chief Minister D K Shivakumar during the ‘Government =~ Mahanagara Palike
at your doorstep’ programme in Bengaluru on Saturday. oH (BBMP) conserve
PHOTO/B K JANARDHAN the environment.
While Hasiru
Rakshaka will help
Govt to amend property tax SiHoalstudetits
adoptaplantand
payment rules care forit, the other
The government may “Many of them who sub- two portals will help
extendthedeadlinetopay mitted their application citizens participate
propertytaxin Bengaluru todayhave constructed in the maintenance
and bringin changestothe commercial establish- oflakes and parksin
payment system, Deputy =~ mentsinresidential plots. the city. In2023-24,
Chief Minister DK Shiva- ~ Theynow say that their BBMP facilitated
kumar said. property tax has gone up the planting of close
Speaking afterreceiving and they need more time toonelakh saplings
afewapplications on the to pay up. We will see what in association with
third day of the ‘Govern- we can do and also come 224 schools with
mentatyour doorstep’— up with changesto the 52,015 students. If
public grievanceredressal system to help the citizens. the students nourish
meeting heldat Hebbal, The citizens should also their saplings for
Shivakumar said that cooperate with us by atleast threeyears,
there were manyapplica-  payingtax proportionate they will receive a
tionsregarding problems  totheir property value,” Hasiru Rakshaka
in paying the property tax. hesaid. certificate.

Innocent should not be punished: DKS

DKSwhoreceived a
petition requesting the re-
lease of those arrested in
the DJ Halli and KJ Halli
riots case said that he will
consult the legal experts
on the matter.

“We cannot do anything

A resident of RT Nagar
Vidya Goggisaid thatthereisa
need for better bus connectiv-
ity from RT Nagar which has
been a major problem in the
area. She also underscored
that many CCTV cameras in
thevicinity were dysfunction-

against thelaw. The BJP
government has booked
them under a few major
criminal sections and
hence theyare not able to
come out of jail. We are
not against punishing
those whowentagainst

al for years and no action has
been taken. The other con-
cerns raised included water
problems and bribes for is-
suing trade licenses. A shop-
keeper on Jeweller’s street,
Syed Ahmed noted that he
opens his shop every day in

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4A, Jan 7, 2024
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thelaw. However, there
are afew innocent people
who are caught in this.
Iwill discuss the matter
with my officials and
expertsto see what best
we can do within the legal
framework,” he said.

fear as he regularly gets har-
assedbygoonsinthearea. He
claimed thatthe police always
refused to help him.
Atleastfive people claimed
thatafter they boughtasitein
a public auction, they never
gotasaledeed from BDA.



Property tax payment rules to be
amended, more time to pay penalties

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
on Saturday said that the
government would amend
laws to allow more time for
payment of property tax
penalties to citizens.
Speaking to reporters af-
ter the ‘Government at
Your Doorstep’ grievance
redressal programme held
at RBANMS High School
ground, St. Johns road, Shi-
vanchetty Garden he said,
“There are many appeals
during the grievance re-
dressal meetings request-
ing more time for payment
of property tax and penal-
ties. There are also many
plaints seeking easing pro-
perty tax payment pro-
cesses. The government
will amend the rules after

discussing it with the
officials.”
“Many people have built

commercial properties in
residential plots and that
has attracted penalties.
Many people have ex-
pressed the opinion that
the penalties are too high
and the deadlines are too
short. In this backdrop, the
government will look at ex-
tending the deadlines for
payment of penalties and
also simplifying the pro-
cess,” he said while adding

At the programme, attendees raised several grievances and
concerns with the Deputy Chief Minister. He was interacting with
people at Shivajinagar during the Government to your doorsteps

programme in city on Saturday.

that the government will
bring in reforms, however
it is important that people
also pay taxes promptly as
per the properties they
own.

‘Three to seven days’

When asked about how
much the deadline will be
relaxed for property tax
penalty payment, Mr. Shi-
vakumar said, “Notices
have been served to pay up
taxes and penalties within
three to seven days.
Though the notices are as
per the law, they appear to
be causing a lot of pain to
people. In view of this, we
will discuss this with offi-
cials and make necessary

amendments.”

At the programme, at-
tendees raised several grie-
vances and concerns with
the Deputy Chief Minister.
These included the not
holding ward committee
meetings in certain wards,
water shortage problems,
issues with roads, indivi-
duals expressing grievanc-
es related to permanent
employment in BBMP,
health issues, and various
other matters.

Mr. Shivakumar said
that in the previous two si-
milar programmes con-
ducted in the city, he inte-
racted with 7,000
individuals who had come
to report diverse issues. He

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Jan. 7, 2024
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K.G. Halli and
D.J. Halli
issues

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Relatives of individuals ar-
rested in D.J. Halli riots at-
tended the event, urging
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar to facilitate
the release of “innocents
framed and arrested” in
the case.

Later speaking to the
media, Mr. Shivakumar
said, “All decisions have to
be within the legal frame-
work, I can’t comment on
this now. As the BJP go-
vernment has pressed cer-
tain specific charges, they
have not been released.
The guilty must be pun-
ished but the innocent
must be spared. The MLAs
concerned have also spo-
ken to me about it. We take
a decision after talking to
our legal team.”

said that he is having a fev-
er of 102 degrees celsius.
“Despite health issues and
the doctor’s advice to rest,
I chose to prioritize meet-
ing with the public,” he
said.



Davangere is first city to implement vendor
licensing to regulate tobacco sales in shops

Nagesh Prabhu
BENGALURU

Davangere has become the
first city in Karnataka to
implement Tobacco Ven-
dor Licensing (TVL) for
regulating the sale of to-
bacco products in com-
mercial shops.

The Davangere City
Corporation has begun im-
plementing the TVL in the
city with the support of
the Health and Family
Welfare Department un-
der the National Tobacco
Control Programme
(NTCP), following sus-
tained pressure from the
Indian Medical Associa-
tion, and advocates of
health and child rights ac-
tivists. NTCP, Karnataka, is
the nodal agency in imple-
menting the project.

There are around 2,000
shops selling cigarettes,
beedi, and other tobacco
products in the city. Alrea-
dy licenses have been is-
sued to 30 shops having

There are around 2,000 shops selling cigarettes, beedi, and other

tobacco products in Davangere city. FILE PHOTO

trade licenses. Over 100
shop owners have submit-
ted applications seeking li-
censes for selling pro-
ducts. The license fee is
%500 and it is valid for five
years. Licenses to petty
shops would be issued in
the second phase with the
permission of the city cor-
poration authorities, offi-
cials told The Hindu.

The licensing system
would curtail illicit trade,

enhance revenue to the
civic body and reduce easy
access to tobacco products
for children aged less than
18, said officials of the
Health Department. Not-
ing that “tobacco is the ga-
teway to drugs”, health-
care  providers and
economists have urged the
State government to en-
sure TVL compliance.
Traders who have re-
ceived licenses must strict-

ly adhere to the Cigarettes
and Other Tobacco Pro-
ducts Act (COTPA), 2003,
rules.

As per the rules, shop
owners should not display
any advertisements for ci-
garettes or tobacco pro-
ducts. Rules ban the sale
of tobacco products to
persons below 18. The
shop owners should dis-
play a minimum size
board of 60 cm-30 cm con-
taining the warning “No
Smoking Area - Smoking
Here is an Offence” in Kan-
nada.

The shops should not
sell matchboxes and light-
ers or keep ashtrays which
would encourage smoking
in the area. The shop own-
ers must maintain bills re-
lated to the purchase of to-
bacco products.

Already rules have been
framed for banning sale of
cigarettes and other tobac-
co products, within 100
yards of educational
institutions.

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Jan. 7, 2024
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The violation of licens-
ing rules would invite pe-
nalty and already 44 cases
have been booked and a
penalty of 22,000 has
been collected, said
officials.

“Many petty shop own-
ers opposed the licensing
system. They submitted a
memorandum to the Dis-
trict In charge Minister
and the MP too,” said a
project authority official.

The Union Health Mi-
nistry in its advisory to the
States in 2017 had asked all
the states to regulate the
sales of tobacco products
through proper authorisa-
tion and registration of to-
bacco vendors. Already
several States, including
Maharashtra, Hima-
chal Pradesh, and Kerala,
have imposed restrictions.
Though Karnataka was the
first to initiate the process
of introducing vendor li-
censing a decade ago, it
has not become a reality
still across the State.
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Milk with fortified
millet powder under

Ksheera Bhagya soon

BENGALURU, DHNS

The milkservedto government
and aided school children
acrossthe stateunder Ksheera
Bhagya scheme will get a fla-
vour. The state government
hasdecidedto provide fortified
millet powder to be mixed with
the milk.

The official sources from
the department of School
Education and Literacy said
that the government has de-
cided to tie up with the Chikk-
aballapur-based Sri Satya Sai
Annapoorna Trust for supply
of fortified millet powder.

“Thetrusthas come forward
to provide the powder free of
cost. The programme will be
launched officially once we
enter into a memorandum of
understanding,”asourcein the
department said.

“We are waiting for a few
testreports to know the health
benefits of the powder. We are
yet to decide whether to serve
the powder every day or twice

AC hlkkaballapur-based trust has agreed to supply fortified
millet powder free of cost.

orthrice aweek” officials said.
The trust had first launched
the scheme at the schools in
Chikkaballapur district on
pilot basis. The haemoglobin
level of the children went up
after one year and and con-
sidering the benefit, the trust
submitted a request to the de-
partment, seeking extension of
the scheme to other districts.
The powder will come in

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Jan 12, 2024
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chocolate and almond flavours.
The trust representatives told
DH that it is for the first time
they were using fortified millet
in the powder form.

It can be recalled the previ-
ous BJP government had also
shown interest in expanding
the schemeinassociation with
Adamya Chetana Trust. But
planwas dropped forlogistical
and otherreasons.

Back to Contents




Social Issues

Enrich tribal life,
don’tdisrupt

The govt must empower tribes and forest dwellers with tailored
education and healthcare, avoiding alienation from their way of
lifeIN PERSPECTIVE

Vatsala Vedantam

The scene was the entrance to the Hotel Metropolitan in Mysuru. A young
medical student stood at the entrance, holding a cardboard box with the words
“I am a medical student. | need money to buy tetanus injections for tribal
children living in the nearby forests. Please give whatever you can afford.” The
people coming out of the hotel willingly dropped money ranging from coins to
rupee notes. By evening, Balu would have collected all that he needed to buy
injections, syringes, and antiseptic lotions for the next three days. He repeated
this silent drama thrice a week, even while attending classes at the nearby
medical college. The young student did not realise that he was laying the
foundation for a massive tribal rehabilitation programme on the same lines as
that of his mentor, Dr Hanumappa Sudarshan, who had worked miracles in the
Biligiriranga hills towards the upliftment of the Soliga tribes there.

These two miracle men laid the foundation for the rehabilitation of tribal
communities in this country. Now, it is the state government that must share the
responsibility of looking after their welfare by providing the necessary health
and education inputs. These are not like the primitive tribes who live in the
Andamans that are totally cut off from civilization, like the Jarawa and Onge
tribes. The tribal population of Heggadadevanakote and Biligiriranga hills
needed just a helping hand to rise from their poverty and improve their lives.
They also needed more health and education props to help their children lead
better lives. They need more schools and hospitals that will provide at least basic
health care and education.

According to the 2011 census, the total Scheduled Tribe population in Karnataka
was 42,46,123. What are the medical and living facilities provided by the
government to rescue them from their present environment to a more civilised
lifestyle? To be something more than mere tourist attractions? It is not an easy
task to change the way of life of an entire population that has lived a lifestyle of
its own for long, unhampered by the rules and regulations of an organised
society. Education seems to be the only answer to transforming their tribal life
without destroying its unique character. Once they are made aware that there
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are benefits to modernising thier way of life even in a forest that will help them
and their children, they might accept the change. Dr Balu’s tetanus injection
project is a good example. The neglected population of Heggadadevana Kote
realised that a simple injection could save their children from a painful death.
That acceptance changed their lives forever.

India is home to thousands of tribes that are spread across the country in forests
or hill slopes. They are cut off from the rest of the country and live off the wealth
of forests. This means depleting the precious resources that support them. The
Ministry of Tribal Affairs has launched several projects in partnership with non-
government organisations (NGOs) to improve their lives, but with little success.
That can happen only with the strategies adopted by the two pioneers of
Heggadadevanakote and Biligiriranga hills. Do not disturb their lives by
relocating, but improve them through rehabilitation.

Take the tools of social change (customised to their needs) right into their
homes, which they will welcome since that will not disturb them. Teach them to
use these tools that will transform their lives without seeming to intrude.

Education in using the forest's wealth intelligently should be the first step in this
gradual transformation. Since education is an important tool to achieve this, its
acceptance will be far easier if it is customized to their specific needs. Both the
pioneers of tribal rehabilitation understood this simple truth. Today, they have
rehabilitated and settled two generations of tribes without intruding into their
lives.

India, apart from being home to nearly 2,500 tribes and regional groupings, has
the added responsibility of educating the tribal children who need an education
that is customized to their specific needs. That will be possible only with some
basic teaching in skills allied to their livelihood. Such education would be more
meaningful to people who have dwelt in forests for generations and connected
closely with nature. If tribal families can be educated on how to use forest
produce like timber and other forest wealth in an economical way, they will learn
to respect the natural surroundings that sustain them. This kind of meaningful
education would be more valuable than trying to impose formal learning that
would be alien to their lives.

Tribal people have a close affinity with their natural surroundings. If they have
depended on forest produce for generations, why disturb it? Empowering them
on how to harness those skills to generate more forest wealth would be a more
meaningful education.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Jan 6, 2024
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0BC, Dalit pontiffs
ask CM to accept
caste census

Govtwill takea
decision based on
legal opinion, says

Siddaramaiah

oy

BENGALURU, DHNS

federation of pontiffs,

representing backward

nd Dalit mutts, met

Chief Minister Siddaramai-

ahon Saturdayand petitioned

him to accept the findings of

the Socio-Economic and Ed-

ucational Survey, popularly
known as caste census.

Siddaramaiah said his gov-
ernmentwill decide based on
legal opinion.

The pontiffs delegation
had Bhovi community’s
Siddarameshwara Swami,
Valmiki community’s Pras-
annanandapuri Swami,
Kaginele Mahasamsthana
Kanaka Gurupeeta’s Niran-
jananandapuriand others.

After Bihar released
its caste census data, trig-
gering a political churning,
pressure is mounting on Sid-
daramaiah to make public
findings of a similar exercise
thathe commissioned during
his first termin office.

The caste census was car-
ried out between April 11
and May 30 in 2015 when H
Kantharaj was the chairper-
son of the Karnataka State
Commission for Backward
Classes. The government
spent Rs164.84 crore on this
tak. The findings are with the
Commission.

The dominant Vokkaligas
and Lingayats have asked Sid-

1 ’ olirs || -
Adelegation of OBC and Dalit pontiffs calls on Chief

SIDDARAMAIAH
Chief minister

‘ ‘ Backward Classes
Commission chief
Jayaprakash Hegde has
said that Kantharaj's
report can't be submitted
verbatim. We will take
the next steps after ob-
taining legal opinion.

daramaiah not to release the
findings on the grounds that
the surveywasnot donescien-
tifically. They have asked him
tocommissiona freshsurvey.

According to a statement
from the Chief Minister’s Of-
fice, Siddaramaiah informed
the delegation that the gov-
ernment has given the Com-
mission time till January 31to
submit the report.

“Commission chairperson
Jayaprakash Hegde has said
that Kantharaj’s report can’t
be submitted verbatim. We
will take the next steps after
obtaining legal opinion,” Sid-
daramaiah said.

Inthe petition, the pontiffs
berated former chief minis-
ters HD Kumaraswamy, BS
Yediyurappa and Basavaraj
Bommai for sitting on the
report when they were in
office.

During the discussion, the
pontiffs told Siddaramaiah
thatthe guaranteeshave ben-
efitted the working classes,
according to the statement.

The pontiffs also sought
land for mutts. Tahsildars
have been asked to submit a
report, the statement said,
adding that Siddaramaiah
madea phone call to the Ben-
galuruRural deputy commis-
sioner and sought an early
action.

Minister Siddaramaiah at his home office Krishnain
Bengaluru on Saturday. cMo PHoTO

Source: Deccan Herald, p.7, Jan 7, 2024
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George Michell: ‘The Dec
has been under-app

Preeti Zahacariah

eorge Michell smiles

when I bring up Vic-

tory City, Salman
Rushdie’s marvellously ir-
reverent novel about the
mythical kingdom of Bis-
naga. What does he think
of Rushdie’s adroit retell-
ing of the rise and fall of
the Vijayanagara Empire?
“Itis fun...very wicked,” he
says, pointing out that ma-
ny of the characters who
are part of the kingdom’s
lore and history, including
Krishna Deva Raya, the
king, and Pampa, the god-
dess, are part of the book,
albeit, represented in a
fantastical way.

One thing, however, is
the unvarnished truth. “Vi-
jayanagar means Victory
City,” he says of this medie-
val imperial power, whose
architecture he has been
studying and documenting
for over three decades. A
name that appears to be
more than justified, going
by most narratives, includ-
ing the first-person ac-
counts of foreign travellers
such as Ibn Batuta, Domin-
go Paes and Fernao Nuniz.
“It was one of the great
Hindu empires in India,”
agrees George, co-founder
of the Deccan Heritage
Foundation, who was re-
cently in Bengaluru to de-
liver a lecture on the city
plan of Hampi, thecapita-
lof the Vijayanagara em-
pire at the Bangalore Inter-
national Centre (BIC) in
Domlur.

Though the city lies in
ruins to-

No more in ruin (Clockwise from above) Hampi, Keshava temple in Somnathpura and George Michell. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

day, abandoned after being
destroyed in 1565 after the
Battle of Talikota, it is also
a time capsule, teleporting
a visitor into this lost
world. “One reason to stu-
dy the Hampi site is that it
was left, unlike Delhi or
Hyderabad, which were re-
built after being des-
troyed,” he says. “Everyth-
ing you see there was built
before 1565 and has not
been altered in later times,
which means it is an ideal
place to study.”
The heritage of the
Deccan
It must have been a nip-

py day in December 1970
when George, then 26, got
off a train in Badami, once
the capital of the Chalu-
kyas, that ruled parts of

the Deccan between the

6th and 12th century. “We
started to measure the
temples there,” says the
Australian-born, who had
arrived to study this an-
cient site as part of his

thesis.

Though trained
as an architect,
graduating with

a Bachelor of

The lmdmg authority on South Asian archwecmre on lhe?ur@
of Deccan architecture, his commitment to guidebooks and
~ what lies ahead for the Deccan Heritage Foundation

Architecture degree from
‘The University of Mel-
bourne in 1968, he did not
enjoy working as one, he
says. Instead, he found
himself interested in work-
ing with ancient Indian ar-
chitecture. So, he left Mel-
bourne and went to
London to earn a PhD at
the School of Oriental and
African  Studies  (SOAS).
“To do a PhD, you have to
pick a topic, so I thought
about the temples around
Badami,” said George, who
had first seen these tem-
ples when he backpacked
through India as a student
a few years earlier. “That is
how I began working in
this part of the world,” he

says.

Today, George is a lead-
ing authority on South
Asian architecture and has
written, co-authored and
edited innumerable books
about myriad sites of histo-
ry and heritage in the
country, including the Ele-
phanta caves off the coast
of Mumbai, Rajput palaces,
the monuments and gar-
dens of the Mughals and
the temple towns of Tamil

Nadu.

The diverse architectu-
ral traditions of the Deccan
encompassing
parts of Karnataka, Maha-

s

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Jan. 8, 2024
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rashtra, Telangana, And-
hra Pradesh and Goa, is
another thing that he has
repeatedly written about.

Since the Deccan is located
between the North and the
South, influences from
both segue into it, says Ge-
orge, adding that the rocky
terrain also allows access
to “wonderful” materials
like sandstone and granite.
However, “It has also been
underappreciated,” he
says, recalling how when
he began work in Hampi
with the American archae-
ologist John Fritz in 1981,
they had to camp amidst
the ruins because there
was nowhere to stay. “Peo-
ple didn’t go there. I re-
member them saying that
itis not important.”

And yet, as we now
know, the city, which was
declared a World Heritage
Site by UNESCO in 1986, is
full of architectural won-
ders, just like many other
pockets of the Deccan Pla-
teau, home to around 11
such sites.

The Deccan Heritage
Foundation

In 2011, George and ar-
chitectural historian Helen
Philon founded the Deccan
Heritage Foundation with
Stephane Bloch Saloz as
co-founder. “We always felt
we should do something
for the conservation of lit-
tle-known aspects of Dec-

can,” he says of the organi-
sation, whose website
states that the foundation
partners with experts and
local residents to “protect,
restore and promote the
heritage of this rich region
of South India through ac-
tive architectural conserva-
tion projects that are so-
cially minded and benefit
those who live amongst
them.”

Pages of Information

A vital function of the
foundation, an aspect Ge-
orge is keenly involved in,
is the publication of va-
rious informative books
about the region. “We feel
very committed to the gui-
debook,” he says with a
laugh. According to him,
these small, modestly-
priced and attractively-pro-
duced books are useful for
people to learn and discov-
er more about the places
they visit. “It is often diffi-
cult to get a good guide
there. This way, they can
read the book and go
around and see things,” he
says of the books available
in print and e-book format
today.

The Deccan Heritage
Foundation also conducts
talks and tours of the re-

gion and is even in talks
with Digitour, an app that
provides an immersive au-
diovisual guided tour ex-
clusively of heritage monu-
ments. “We are trying to
work out how to collabo-
rate with them,” says Ge-
orge, who believes that the
general interest in history
and heritage, especially
among young people, has
been steadily growing.

Over the years, the foun-
dation has been instru-
mental in restoring multi-
ple heritage sites in the
Deccan, including the Qa-
nat/Karez water system of
Bidar, the Sadar Sofa,
Khwaja Bande Nawaz Dar-
gah in Gulbarga and the ar-
chitectural model of the
former British Residency in
Hyderabad. DHF’s most re-
cently completed project
was the restoration of the
16th century Gagan Mahal
pavilion, Anegundi, from
the Vijayanagara period,
part of the Government of
Karnataka's ‘Adopt a Monu-
ment’ scheme.

In the pipeline
According to DHF’s chair-
person, Ambassador Latha
Reddy, who was felicitated
for this effort by the Chief
Minister at a recent func-
tion in Bengaluru, the next
major project in Karnataka
is the restoration of the his-
toric Jayalakshmi Vilas
Mansion in Mysuru. They
are also working on a cou-
ple of projects in Hydera-
bad, continuing to grow
their documentation and
archival centre, and creat-
ing more educational
books, the latest of which is
a new guidebook on Mysu-
ru and Srirangapatna,
which will be launched in
the city this month.

George believes that
their work has made a
difference.

“The word ‘Deccan’ has
a different meaning today
than what it was when we
started,” he says. “We now
understand that it is a spe-
cial part of India and a tra-
dition that is worth learn-
ing about.”

A panel  discussion
with the authors of the My-
suru and Srirangapatna
guidebook, Dr George Mi-
chell, Malavika Murthy, Ca-
leb Simmons and Shivendra
Urs will be held at 6.30pm
at the Museum of Art & Pho-
tography (MAP), Bengalu-
ru, on January 17.

There will also be a book
launch and illustrated talk
by Michellon January 18,
6.30pm at the Bangalore In-
ternational Centre



HC expresses concern over not invoking
penal action under SC/ST (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act in manual scavenging cases

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The High Court of Karnata-
ka on Monday said that the
authorities are either not
invoking the penal provi-
sion of the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989, or not
taking it to logical end even
if the provision was in-
voked against accused
when members of SC/ST
communities are used for
the prohibited manual
scavenging.

“It is a common know-
ledge that either no serious
steps are taken to see that
the provisions of SC/ST
(PoA) Act are pressed into

service or in case even if
such  provisions  are
pressed into service, unfor-
tunately, the outcome is
either minimal or at the le-
vel of zero per cent,” the
court observed.

“We except that cases
booked for using persons
from SC/ST communities
be taken to its logical end
by ensuring that the ac-
cused are convicted and
this can be achieved only
by taking the cases serious-
ly by all concerned - the
probe agency, the public
prosecutor, and the adjudi-
cating authorities,” ob-
served a Division Bench
comprising Chief Justice
Prasanna B. Varale and Jus-
tice Krishna S. Dixit.

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Jan. 9, 2024
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The Bench made these
observations in its order
while noticing that the pol-
ice had not invoked Sec-
tion 3(j) of the SC/ST (PoA)
Act against the accused ina
recent case registered on
the death of two persons
while engaged for manual
scavenging.

The Bench was hearing
three separate PIL peti-
tions, one recently invoked
by the court suo motu, and
two others filed by the All
India Council for Trade Un-
ions and the High Court
Legal Services Committee,
respectively, in continua-
tion of manual scavenging
despite its ban in law and
rehabilitation of those en-
gaged in such activities.

Not invoking the provi-
sions of SC/ST (PoA) Act is
a serious neglect on the
part of the authorities
when the persons from
particular communities
are engaged for manual
scavenging despite ban im-
posed in law, the Bench
said while expressing con-
cern over ‘zero conviction’
under this provision of the
law.

The High Court directed
the government to file its
responses on the issue of
not invoking this provision
along with actions taken to
comply with various direc-
tions issued by the court
earlier and also the direc-
tions of the Supreme
Court.



A search engine for Tumakuru dialect: III'T-B team

develops Al interface for colloquial Kannada

Called Graama-Kannada Audio Search, the interface allows the user to search for and access hyperlocal information from the Tumakuru region in audio format

BENGALURU

ccess to informa-
tion is relatively ea-
sy for the city

dweller for whom know-
ledge is at the tip of the fin-
ger. Not so much is the case
beyond the urban

Rural communities fre-
quently depend on com-
munity radio, neighbour-
hood newspapers, and
volunteer organisations for
hyper-local  information.
But the corpus of know-
ledge produced by these
entities often remains lo-
calised and is absent on
the internet making it diffi-
cult for the people to re-ac-
cess it. Added to this are
the language challenges.

Students of Internation-
al Institute of Information
‘Technology-Bangalore (1I-
IT-B) have devised a solu-
tion for this by developing
asearch interface for collo-
quial audio content in Kan-
nada language.

Called Graama-Kannada
Audio Search, the interface
allows the user to search
for and access

Al

could not access the infor-
mation at a later stage.

The IIIT-B team worked
with the community ra-
dio and fed the latter’s au-

dio corpus into their
search model. The audio
was i into text

IIT-B team doing a demo of Graama Kannada Audio Search in Tumakuru. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Artificial  Intelligence
(AD) models rely on data
fed to them to give outputs.
The bias of the datareflects
in these models too, as a
result of which Al models
often fail to reflect the he-
ity of the human

information from the Tu-
makuru region in audio
format.

A search interface
The framework was deve-
loped by Sharath Srivatsa
(PhD Scholar, IIT-B), Apar-
na M. (M.S. by Research
Scholar, WIT-B) and Sai
Madhavan G. (iMTECH stu-
dent, ITIT-B) under the gui-
dance of Srinath Srinivasa
(Professor and  Dean
(R&D), Web Science Lab,
1IIT-B) and with the help of
T. B. Dinesh (iruWay Rural
Research Lab, Janastu).
Namma Halli Radio is a
community owned WiFi-
mesh radio run by Janastu
NGO in the Tumakuru re-
gion. Over the years the ra-
dio grew an audio corpus
rich with information on
local customs, cultures,
festivals, Covid-19 aware-
ness and so on. But the ab-
sence of this data on the in-
ternet meant that people

using automatic speech re-
cognition (ASR) models.
When a user searches for a
certain keyword, this tran-
scribed text would be
matched with it to deliver
results.

The user can search us-
ing keywords in Kannada
or English text to obtain re-
sults in audio format. The
audios would be times-
tamped to denote the ex-
act  location the
keyword.

“For example, someone
wants to search for a spec-
ific term, say Red Cross.
They can just type in the
word in English or Kanna-
da. And they'll be provided
with all the audio from the
Namma Halli corpus where
the word occurs.

They can even just jump
to the time where the word
occurs,” explains Aparna
M., one of the team mem-
bers who developed the in-
terface system.

population.

The missing colloquial
Models like Graama Kanna-
da become relevant here.

Graama Kannada search
interface could help add
colloquial dialects to lan-
guage models which have
been trained either in En-
glish or sanitised formal
versions of Kannada.

“The problem with LLM
(large language models) is
that they are mostly built
for a very formal type of
Kannada like what is spo-
ken on the All India Radio
or seen in a newspaper.
They don’t work very well
‘when a person uses collo-
quial style language to
search something,” Ms
Aparna explains.

“The main focus of our
work is to build models
that will be suitable for col-
loquial content. Since we
have access to the com-
munity radio’s audio cor-

o s e B 2 %
(From left) Sharath Srivatsa, Srinath Srinivasa, 8. Dinesh, Apama

i

M., Jayati Deshmukh. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

pus, the model that we
have built has given us bet-
ter accuracy for the Tuma-
kuru dialect,” she notes.

‘The application, howev-
er, currently works on text-
based search. But the team
notes that they plan to in-
clude audio-based search
very soon.

“In the future, if some-
one wants to do a voice
search, even if they speak
in the Tumakuru dialect,
our model will be better in
processing it compared to
other existing models. The
same process can be re-
peated for other dialects
t00,” says Ms Aparna.

While the interface has

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Jan. 9, 2024

been developed predomi-
nantly keeping the com-
munity members in mind,
Ms Aparna notes that it
would also work as a win-
dow for the general public
to get more local informa-
tion about an area.

Regional cultures
The web application pro-
vides a list of most
searched words such as
Tumakuru, Turuvekere,
Gruha Bandhana (quaran-
tine), Dinasi (ration), La-
sike (vaccine), Muneshwa-
ra Swamy (temple in
‘Tumakuru) and so on.
“This way even if a per-
son is not very familiar
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Sai Madhav

Apama M.

with the community, they
can understand what the
corpus is about by looking
at the words that we have
given. These keywords can
be like a clue to the com-
munity to them,” explains

Ms. Aparna.

No mean task

‘The project was started in
the beginning of 2022 as
part of the PhD work of
Sharath Srivatsa, who is
the team lead, in collabora-
tion with Janastu. The big-
gest challenge before the
team was converting the
audio accessed from the
community-radio to text.

“Our idea was to con-
vert the audio to text and
then do all the processing
on the text. But getting a
model to do that was very
hard.”

“For low-resource lan-
guages (languages with less
data available on the inter-
net for training Al systems)
like Kannada with dialecti-

cal variations, most auto-
matic speech recognition
(ASR) models don’t work,”
explains Mr. Srivatsa.

Towards the end of
2022, OpenAl introduced
the Whisper model for ASR
and speech translation. In
2023 Meta also introduced
its own multilingual mo-
del. The team started expe-
rimenting with them and
found better results.

But there were still chal-
lenges, a major one being
spelling mistakes.

“When the audio was
converted to text, it
had spelling mistakes. For
English the word error rate
is just around 10% in ASR
models given that it is the
standard language and
spoken across the world.
But when it comes to low
resource languages, mo-
dels are not so optimal and
efficient. We got around
60% word error rate and
out of that 80% was spell-
ing mistake. That is, when
the audio was converted to
text, it had spelling
mistakes.”

The team realised this
could become a problem.
If the user typed the cor-
rect spelling, but the tran-
script carried a wrong
spelling for the same word,
the model would fail to
match them and deliver
results.

So, to address this the
team allowed a relaxed cri-
terion or fuzzy matching
using which the input text
would be compared to
texts that are exact or very
near.

Simple UL

Once a working model was
in place, they started work-
ing on the website.

“We made a very simple
web application with mini-
mal features. But we made
sure that the UI was acces-
sible enough by having
Kannada and  English
words,” says Sai Madhav
who worked on the project
as part of his internship.

“You can search in En-
glish or Kannada. If you do
it in English, there is this

button for transliterating it
from English to Kanna-
da. Let’s say you search the
name of a temple. Even
with an approximate spell-
ing, it will show you all the
it s in the corpus
that contain that word and
the timestamp. So, you can
seek to that particular tim-
estamp, and you will be
able to hear in what con-
text it is being spoken
about,” he adds.

Contrasting worldviews
Apart from adding voice
search, the team also plans
to add a question-and-
answer feature to the mo-
del which would allow it to
give full-fledged text answ-
er like other LLMs such as
ChatGPT. The team is also
trying to analyse the con-
trast in worldviews bet-
ween urban and rural
communities.

“Information regar-
ding modern societies and
what they believe in is well
documented and available
as well-structured content
on the internet. But that's
not the case with low-re-
source communities. So,
we will collect some more
corpus on it and try to find
out more about their world
views and unique beliefs.
We want to mine such
things and show in in our
UL" says Mr. Srivatsa.

Ms. Aparna explains it
further, “We have com-
pared our corpus from the
rural region with news cor-
pus in more formal Kanna-
da to find that there is sig-
nificant difference in the
worldviews.

For example, let’s take
the word development.
Rrural community people
talk about words like pan-
chayat or Gowda of the vil-
lage and so on in the con-
text of it. Whereas the
mainstream corpus got us
results like development,
Bangalore and so on.”

‘The team hopes thatina
world were Al models
push dominant main-
stream views, their efforts
would help to add more di-
versity to the mix.



Udaya Kumar digs deep into

Bengaluru’s ancient past

The first evidence of humans in this region is in Jalahalli in North Bengaluru, where prehistoric tools dating back to around 1000 BCE were discovered at the time of World War 11

Preeti Zachariah
BENGALURU

L. Udaya Kumar
Pshares a photo-
graph of a group of

saree-clad women scien-
tists at ISRO celebrating the
successful landing of In-
dia’s Chandrayaan-3, and
says, “This photo is making
the rounds of the world.”

Asks the passionate citi-
zen historian and heritage
conservationist at the in-
augural event of The Ban-
galore Room, a recently
opened event space in In-
diranagar, “In how many
places on earth can you
have a space tracking
centre with women cele-
brating in their traditional
wear?” This mixture of tra-
dition and modernity is the
contrast that Bangalore
gives, he argues.

In his interactive talk
that zigzagged from stone-
age tools, Roman coins, he-
ro stones, ancient lakes
and tigers wandering
around what is now the In-
dian Institute of Science to
the IT boom and the city’s
vibrant start-up and pub
culture, Kumar overturned
pre-existing mythologies
about the city, offering am-
ple evidence to back his
claims.

“Everything I am taking
today is evidence-based,”
says the Honorary

Panchalingeshwara temple.

history of this place as re-
corded in stone,” he says.

Into the ancient past
According to Kumar, the
first evidence of humans in
this region is in Jalahalli in
North Bengaluru, where
prehistoric  tools dating
back to around 1000 BCE
were discovered at the

time of World

Director of the War Il The
Mythic Socie- tools were un-
ty Bengaluru earthed at a
Inscriptions spot that
3D Digital housed a Brit-
Conservation ish-built mili-
Project, which tary hospital,
was started in one of the
2021 to docu- world’s  lar-
ment and pre- gest, thanks
serve the ma- to a British of-
ny historic ficer who also
inscription happened

stones scat- Aninscription dating back to to be an ar-
tered across h at i

the city. “I village, Rajanukunte. “He  hap-
hope to show ened to
a new history of Bengalu-  look out, noticed a hillock
ru, which is not commonly  and recognised it as a good

told in folklore, our stories,
movies, WhatsApp or You-
Tube videos. This is the

Source: The Hindu,

site for prehistoric arte-
facts,” he relates, adding
that when the man visited

Almitra H. Patel

the site, he discovered

numerous microlithic
stone tools.
Role of an activist

The sheer number of tools
discovered indicates that
this spot may have once
been a factory where these
tools, now in the British
Museum, were made and
traded. “The HMT and
BELS of the world are con-
tinuing a tradition that was
established 3000 years
ago,” says Kumar, with a
laugh, referring to the oth-
er industries that occupy
this part of the city today.

The 750CE Kittayya Herostone standing in a drain at Hebbal before
its restoration. MYTHIC SOCIETY, BANGALORE

He also talks about the
activist Almitra Patel, who
played a crucial role in pre-
serving an Iron Age dol-
men or megalithic tomb in
Kannur, a few km away
from the Hennur-Bagalur
road. Patel, the first Indian
woman to graduate in engi-
neering from MIT in the
50s, had discovered these
dolmens on one of her fre-
quent hikes through the
area, recognising it to be
an ancient portal tomb. So,
when she heard that the
area was being cleared for

p.9, Jan. 10, 2024

construction, she imme-
diately rushed to the site,
gathering the bits of pot-
tery scattered there. She al-
so brought in a stay order
and had the edifice filled
over with mud, therefore
managing to preserve it, he
recalls.

Stories in stone

On the other hand, a boul-
der emblazoned with rock
art, portraying people
“partying” beside a camp-
fire - something Bangalo-
reans still do, as Kumar
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Aninside view of Nageshwara and Panchalingeshwara Temple at

Begur. BHAGYA PRAKASH K.

Udaya Kumar.

quips — was not so lucky.
The boulder, which was
found on Sarjapur Road,
ended up being dynamited
during construction activi-
ties. “Did you know that
Bengaluru had this type of
prehistoric past? Not only
do we not know our past,
but we are proudly des-
troying it,” he rues.

Kumar starts by playing

G T ot o
e

/Do You Know Beng
s 1500 Yoars You
s g

an audio clip of a greeting
in 55 languages, the inter-
stellar message attached to
the Voyager space probes
when they were launched
back in 1977. “What would
an alien make from that
message?” he asks, before
drawing a parallel between
this greeting and the in-
scription stones of Benga-
luru. “Someone in the past

has left us messages, not in
the oral form, but in the
written form, on stone for
someone else to read and
learn,” he says. “Much of
what we read in history
books today is information
gathered from such writ-
ings on stone.”

He goes on to share im-
ages of inscription stones
from all across the city that
offer information about
this part of the world. Not
only do these artefacts
date from various periods
in history, but they also
carry inscriptions written
in various scripts. “Tamil,
Telugu and Kannada have
been coexisting in the city
for centuries,” says Kumar,
pointing out that Bengalu-
ru has been multilingual
for over 1000 years. “We
are happy to learn other
languages and make it
ours.”

Several origin theories
Kumar also delves into
how finding these inscrip-
tion stones has altered the
origin myth of the city.
“How old do you think
Bengaluru is?” he asks.

Multiple origin stories
emerge from the audience,
including the one about it
being founded by Veera
Ballala IT, who named the
city after the boiled beans
he was offered by a woman
living in this area, as well as
the belief that Kempe Gow-
da founded the city in the
16th century.

The stone inscriptions,
however, tell a different
one, says Kumar. He talks
about one located at the
Shri Panchalinga Nagesh-
wara Temple in Begur, dat-
ing back to the 9th century,
with the words ‘Battle of
Bengaluru’ written on it in
Kannada. “This is the first
written mention of Benga-
luru,” he says, adding that
this 1100-year-old temple is
possibly the oldest living
temple in the cosmopoli-
tan city. “We have an in-
credible heritage to show,
and we seem to be in de-
nial,” he says.



Exploring India’s diverse cultural heritage through Gl tags

Over 500 products across all the States have been given GI tags so far

| DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

ast Thursday, 17 products
L from across six States/Un-

ion Territories got the Geo-
graphical Indications (GI) tag. The
products ranged from handicrafts
such as the Dongaria Kondh shawl
from Odisha, to agricultural pro-
ducts such as the Sundarban Ho-
ney from West Bengal. A Gl tagisa
sign used on products that have a
specific geographical origin and
possess qualities or a reputation
that are due to that origin.

‘What is a GI tag?

In India, if one thinks of Tirupati or
Nagpur, often laddus and oranges
come to mind, respectively. Both
these products have GI tags. While
arguing for a GI tag, Tirumala Tiru-
pati Devsthanam said in their ap-
plication that the highest quality of
raw material is procured for the
production of the laddu prasad
and a variety of skills are required
for each stage of its making. The GI
tag for the Nagour orange report-
edly helped farmers brand their
products under the tag.

Any trader’s body, association,
or organisation can apply for a GI
tag. The applicants need to prove
the uniqueness of the item with
historical records and a complete
breakdown of how the product is
made. GI tags are also not meant
just for popular products. There
are hundreds of GI tags across
States. Every GI tag recognises a
particular region and product and
brings it to the public eye.

It is important to note that the
raw materials for such products do
not have to come from that region
(unless it is an agricultural tag). For
instance, the leaf that gives the
Banarasi paan its identity is not
grown in Varanasi; it comes from
Bihar, West Bengal, or Odisha. The
mulberry silk used in Kancheepu-
ram sarees comes from Karnataka
and the gold zari from Surat.

There are over 500 GI tags as of

January 7, 2023. There are 34 class-
es of products that can get GI tags,
— from chemicals and paint to
foodstuff, handicrafts, musical in-
struments, and even firearms and
locomotives. The products in the
Gl registry fall under five major ca-
tegories (Chart 1). Handicrafts
dominate the list, with over half
the GI tags being given to products
crafted by skilled artisans.

GI tags across States

Every State in India has at least one
GI tag. While GI tags are a proxy
for unique cultural items, they are
by no means exhaustive. If a State
has more GI tags compared to
another, it doesn’t necessarily
mean that it is more culturally
rich; it just means that more items
have been registered, with more to
probably follow. Tamil Nadu (61)
has the highest number of GI tags
compared to other States. Uttar
Pradesh has the second highest
number of GI tags. (56). These in-
clude leather footwear from Agra,
saddles from Kanpur, and the tra-
ditional embroidery art form of
Chikankari from Lucknow. Karna-
taka with 48 GI tags is ranked
third, Kerala with 39 is ranked
fourth, and Maharashtra with 35 is
fifth. Chart 2 shows the State-wise
number of GI tags.

Chart 3 shows the State-wise
number of GI tags across the five
major categories. The Coimbatore
wet grinder (to make batter for
idlis) was given a GI tag under the
“manufactured” category.

Ancient cultural centres such as
Banaras (Varanasi) are steeped in
culture and tradition. Banaras off-
ers 11 unique crafts and agricultu-
ral items (the highest from a single
place), including the famous Bana-
rasi paan. The heritage city of My-
suru, ruled for centuries by the
Wodeyars, has 10 unique items, in-
cluding the special variety of jas-
mine (Mysore mallige) and the fra-
grant sandalwood soap. Paintings
from Thanjavur in Tamil nadu and
the Thanjavur’s iconic bobblehead
dolls find a place among the five GI
tags the city has to offer.

Dissecting geotags

The charts are based on data from the Geographical Indications Registry

[~

Getting recognised: A Lanjia Saora tribal youth working on a traditional Saora painting in Bhubaneswar. This style of
painting was given a geographical indication tag recently. BISWARANJAN ROUT

Chart 1: The products in the Gl registry fall under five major
categories as shown below
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Chart 3 : The State-wise number of Gl tags across the five major categories
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Source: The Hindu, p.11, Jan. 9, 2024
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Govt may send report to expert panel

BV.Shivashankar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With the gov-
ernment grappling with
divergent opinions from
communities over the so-
cio-economic educational
survey, popularly known as
the caste census, it is con-
sidering referring it to ei-
ther a cabinet sub-commit-
tee or an expert committee
for further examination.
This would buy the govern-
ment some time, perhaps
enough to tide over the Lok
Sabha elections.

The Karnataka State
Commission for Backward
Classes which was entrust-
ed with the survey, must
submit its report by Janu-
ary 31, the extended dead-
line set by the government.

Sources say the report
is in its final stages al-
though K Jayaprakash
Hegde, head of the commis-
sion, said: “All I can say is
that we will submit the re-
port within the deadline.”

As the deadline ap-
proaches, political manoeu-
vring over the report has
intensified. Both Vokkali-

CASTE CENSUS

gas and Lingayats, the po-
litically dominant commu-
nities, are opposed to the
report since they believe it
underestimates their popu-
lation. However, Other
Backward Classes (OBCs)
want the government to ac-
cept the report. Recently,
pontiffs of Dalit and OBC

mutts met chief minister
Siddaramaiah and urged
him to accept the report.
But a substantial sec-
tion of party functionaries
has advised caution. BS
Shivanna, KPCC general
secretary, said: “The gov-
ernment will definitely ac-
cept the report but at the
same time it is fair to ad-
dress concerns of commu-
nities and suggestions from
numerous partymen that
the government refer it to
an expert panel.”
Shivaraj Tangadagi,
minister for backward
classes (BC) welfare, said:
“It is up to the commission
to submit the report. I will
discuss the matter with the
CM after receiving the re-
portand he will take a call.”

Source: The Times of India, p.3, Jan 11, 2024
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KEEPING BENGALURUD!

REE

Namma city’s sweeping mess

Sweeping machines are scarce, resulting in irregular cleaning of major roads. Lack of funds fornewmachines

will only aggravate the situation. Lack of system for dumpingsiltis adding to the problem

SHREED N
BENGALURU, DHNS
hen the city of Bengaluru sleeps, and
the roads go silent after 11 pm, it is
time formechanical sweeperstoswing
into action. Before the next dawn, the
vehicle staff diligently take photos
before and after the operations and
post them in the ‘WhatsApp groups
meant for the -aZone of

Cycle length is the number of kilo-
metres swept with a machine. In two-
lane roads, double, and in four-
lane roads, it is four times the length
oftheroad, as the machine sweeps one
laneatatime. The currentcyclelength
is 5400 km for the 1344 kms.

Ofthe: ma-

SWEEPING MACHINES DEPLOYED
Yelahanka zone [N 1
West zone | INEEG_—
East zone NG 4
R R Nagara zone [N

chines owned by the BBMP, e@n are
truck-mounted and 17 are self-pro-
pelled. Thereisa by vehicle that

Bruhat BengaluruMahanagara Palike
BBMP).

Thisistheroutineinoneofthemost
active zones which has five mecha-
nised sweeping machine vehicles.
Bengaluru has 26 such machines de-
ployed in various zones according to
the length of arterial and sub-arterial
roadsin the zone.

Bengaluru has arterial and sub-ar-
terialroads of 1,344 kilometres. Some
are six-lane roads, some are four-
lane, and some are two-lane roads.
Manual cleaning of bus routes and
high-density corridors is not possible
due to heavy traffic. There have been
instances of Pourakarmikas dying on
duty on high-density corridors.

is deployed for breakdowns and VIP
movements.

Each machine can store upto five
cubic metres of dust and is supposed
to sweep 40 kms of cycle length every
night. About 250 kms, amounting to
1000km of cyclelength, issupposedto
be covered with these machines daily.

Machines sweep roads every night.
Tt picks up anything on the roads, in-
cluding dust, plastic, and paper. But it
does not pick up stones, etc, measur-
ing more than 10 mm.

If machines for particular routes
break down, other machines are de-
ployed on those routes. There were

zone N S

KR Puram constituency [N 2
South zone INEEEEEEEGEG_— 3
Bommanahalli NG 3
Dasarahalli zone [N 1
Standby I 1

Current arterial/

sub-arterial roads
W 1,344 km

Covered by

machines

250 km

BBMP-
owned
machines

26

Machines
needed to
cover all roads

100

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Jan 6, 2024
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the delay, and the machines end up

departmentsontheworkingandman-
agementof sweeping machines.

«

“They can do three dumpings in
one night, but they end up doing only
onedumping becauseof this,"he says.

monitors the sweeping

In the Yelahanka zone,

machines sweep about 20 km dmly,
amounting to 40 kms of cycle length
every night. The zonal officials have
madealistofroadstosweep,andevery
road is swept twice or thrice every
weekon rotation.

Siltis! [csson(hemads(hamreswep[
daily. But now, in Mahadevapura, the

in the pura
zone from a citizen's perspective.

He adds that the management
of construction dust is another ne-
glected issue that makes mechanical
sweeping less efficient. The construc-
tion sites should be barricaded, and
the vehicles should be covered with
their tyres clean so thatno dust comes

twice

aweek. Thesame practice of sweeping

theroadsrotationally continuesacross

the city. Clement Jayakumar, Secre-

tary of Mahadevapura Taskforce, a
ays that vehi

Self-propelled | Truck-mounted
vehicles 17 vehicles 8
Tender to expire in February
The BBMP

th
operations and maintenance

of the vehicles to an external
agency. The tender for this will
end by February end, and there is
noclarity yet regarding the future
of the tender. Sources say the
BBMP currently spends around
Rs 1.22 crore monthly on this,
based on old rates. There is no
clarity yet on the future plans.

- Sy
BBNP LN

move fastand clean the road properly
ifthesilt is cleared daily.

Roadside parking causes a chal-
lenge for sweeper machines. Vehicles
parked on roadsides obstruct their
function when they begin operations
at10 pm. The officials have now asked
the vehicles to initially sweep the cen-
tral median side and go for the sides
after midnight to minimise the issues
caused by parked vehicles.

BBMP’s engineering section has
divided the Mahadevapura zone
into two sections —KR Puram and
Mahadevapura. The former has two
machines, while the latter has five
machines.

“We cover bigger roads like Old
Airport Road or ITPL roads at least
once or twice a week, but inner roads

remain unattended due to a short-

ageofmachines. BBMP Pourakar-
mikas do not sweep these roads
due to traffic and threat to their
lives, so having more machines
can help us keep the major roads
clean,”says an official.
Jayakumar says this applies to

out. The between BBMP,
Karnataka State Pollution Control
Board and the traffic police about
handling this has contributed to in-
creased road dust.

He says that various government
agencies dig out the roads, they do
not fix them properly, contributing
toroad dust.

A source, preferring anonymity,
saysitistoughto find dumping places
intheinnerzones like Eastand West,
asthereal estate is very expensive,

‘Where does the waste go as per
BBMP?“Itgoesinto privatelow-lying
dumping place: e driver has to
identify such places and empty the
road dust and silt there. Pollution
control board clearances are not
needed for this,” says B S Prahlad,
BBMP Chief Engineer (Road Infra-
structure).

BBMP mulls renting machines
The tender was floated to purchase
self-propelled machines, the agency
supplied vehicle-mounted machines.
There was also confusion regarding
conflicts among manufacturers and
the department handlingit. The road
sweeping was earlier handled by the
solid waste management division of
the BBMP, but now the Major Road
sectionis handling it.
In 2022, the BBMP

He estimates that the zone needs
another 20 machines just for arte-
rial roads.

No system to dump silt

‘The Mahadevapura zone is buzz-

ing with construction activities,
mcludmgmeﬂomutes and build-
ings. Ward roadsare notasphalt-
ed, whichaddstotheroaddust. As
aresult, the amount of silt on the

floated tenders to procure 51 sweep-
ing machines at an estimated cost of
Rs 84 crore. The state government’s
Shubhra Bengaluru, Chief Minister’s
Nava Nagarothana programme and
Centre’s 15th finance commission
would fund this purchase. Each ma-
chine was estimated to cost Rs 1.64
crore.

However, DH reported on Thurs-
day that the Rs 80 crore earmarked

road is very high. for buying sweeping machines under
Maclunesaresupposed[oco\ the 15th Finance Commission pro-
er pernight. But f2021,2022,and 2023 was

they end up covering anywhere
between 25 to 30 km per night be-
causeof theamount of silton roads,
which affects the vehicle’s speed,
says Jayakumar,
he second reason is that
temporary dumping loca-
tions are unavailable in each
ward. For example, the Ma-
hadevapura zone has only
one location where the
siltis dumped. The
time and distance
required to go
to this loca-
tion add to

redistributed to other worl

Now,the BBMPlsmnsldcru\gren[-
ing the mechanical sweeping ma-
chines, luokmg after only operations
and maintenance, to cover all the
1344 km of roads. The BBMP nceds
another 73 machinestocoverallarte-
rial and sub-arterial roads. BBMP will
handle this in the Clean Bengaluru
section under Brand Bengaluru.

“BBMP buying these machines
means more capital investment. The
BBMP is into operation and main-
tenance; it should not get into capi-
tal investment as property rax is not
enoughto manage this,”says Prahlad.

Feedback
pointblank@ deccanhera




Brand Bengaluru
needs amasterplan

The cityis struggling
tomanageits
explosive growth

SNEHA PRIYA YANAPPA

master planservesasa

comprehensive guide

or the spatial develop-
mentofacity,encompassing
industrial, commercial, resi-
dential,and mixed-useareas,
with a focus on sustainable
urbanisation. It is prepared
to ensure that the develop-
ment of the city is carried
out while also providing for
services equitably and en-
suring optimal use of land,
transport, and infrastruc-
ture. Cities rely on their
respective master plans to
direct systematic and
planned growth. However,
the city of Bengaluru tells a
different story.

The Bangalore Develop-
ment Authority (BDA) is
entrusted with the prepa-
ration of the master plan
for Bengaluru. Presently,
Bengaluru is guided by the
Revised Master Plan, 2015
(RMP 2015). In 2019, the
BDA issued the Revised
Master Plan 2031 (RMP
2031), only to withdraw it in
2020, citing reasons for fur-
therrevision. The Karnataka
government stated in June
2023 that the blueprint for
the BDA Master Plan would
be prepared insixmonths. In
October 2023, the BDA stat-
ed that it would commence
groundwork for preparing
a new RMP for Bengaluru.
However, much remains to
be done.

Master plans ought to
be revised periodically to
ensure that corrective ac-
tionsare taken to rectify any
errors that may have been
made in the previous mas-
ter plans. A delayin revision
leads to unbridled and un-
controlled expansion of the
city, resulting in encroach-
ments by both private and
government players and
unchecked, massive viola-
tions. While master plans
are required to be revised
at least once every 10 years,
it has always been a delayed
exercisein Bengaluru’s case.
The revisions of the second
and fourth master plans
were delayed by two years.
Since 2020, attemptsto pre-
pare anew master plan have
also been futile. Bengalu-
ru, therefore, continues to
struggle with potholes,
traffic congestion, misman-
agement of resources, loss
of green cover, and massive
encroachments.

A number of parastatal
agencies, including BES-
COM, BMTC, BMRCL, and
BWSSB, play a vital role in
the urban development of
Bengaluru. However, a lack
of coordination and coopera-
tion between these agencies
resultsin individualistic pol-
icies thatrun contrary tothe
master plan. For instance,
the 2031 master plan was
withdrawn because it was
contrary to DULT’s tran-
sit-oriented policy.

Previously, the master
plan on storm water drains
prepared by the BBMP ran
contrary to the BDA’s mas-
ter plan. In this regard, it
is imperative for the state
government to mandate all
departments to comply with
the master plan and coordi-
nate to avoid conflict.

Presently, the BDA has
been approving develop-
ment plans based on the
outdated RMP 2015, which
was preparedin2006-2007,
which is over 15 years ago.
There are two fundamental
problems with this. One is
that this creates confusion
about what happens if ap-
provals are given in pursu-
ance of the provisional RMP
2031. The Karnataka HC
clarified in May 2023 that
even though the provisional
RMP 2031 has been with-
drawn by the state govern-
ment, it would not negate
the actions that were taken
in pursuance of it. Second,
thereare problemsevenwith
theimplementation of RMP
2015. This is apparent from
the frequent floods that are
caused by construction on
lake beds, Rajakaluve buffer
zones, and other vulnerable
areasthatare otherwise pro-
tected under master plans.

A conversation on the im-
portance of a master plan is
importantintoday’s context,
asits absence has led to sev-
eralad hocdevelopment pro-
posals, such as the creation
of tunnels, satellite towns,
extensions of metro rail ser-
vice, construction of elevated
ringroads, and decisions like
making Kanakapura part of
Bengaluru Urban and the
creation of a revolving tow-
ersimilarto the Eiffel Tower
inParis. These decisions will
inevitably have far-reaching
consequences for the city’s
future. It is imperative
that these decisions be tak-
en only after careful delib-
erations involving elected
representatives and other
stakeholders.

Foracitymarred by being
the only metropolitan cityto
not have an updated master
plan, Bengaluru speaks a
lot more than it delivers. A
recent study indicates that
Bengaluru’s urban cover is
likely to increase to 1,323 sq
km, or 58%, by 2025, which
is nearly double the spread
of 727,99 sq km, or 31.75%,
that was recorded in 2017,
necessitating urgent meas-
ures to plan for the city. The
government should also in-
volve citizensinthe planning
process. Ward committees
can be empowered to hold
meetings onthe master plan.
However, a suggestion such
as this seems futile to a city
that has had no elections for
the city council since the last
three years. While “Brand”
Bengaluru looks at re-envi-
sioning how the city looks, it
will not work until a proper
master planisin place. After
all, theonlyalternative to the
master plan is a better mas-
ter plan.

(Thewriter is a senior
resident fellow at the Vidhi
Centre for Legal Policv)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Jan 6, 2024
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BMTC to procure 120 midi
buses to connect narrow roads

Transport corporation issues tender to choose service provider for procurement, operation, and

maintenance of the buses; presently, BMTC operates midi buses on city routes

Darshan Devaiah B.P.

The buses will be

BENGALURU

s the demand for
Amidi buses which
can connect nar-

row roads and cover inte-
rior places in Bengaluru
has increased, the Benga-
luru Metropolitan Tran-
sport Corporation (BMTC)
has invited a tender to in-
duct 120 non-AC midi elec-
tric buses through the
gross-cost contract (GCC)
model.

The BMTC recently is-
sued the tender to choose
a service provider for the
procurement, operation,
and maintenance of 120
nine-metre non-AC electric

equipped with
intelligent transport
management system,

passenger display
boards, among others

buses. “We’ve initiated the
tender to acquire 120 elec-
tric midi buses for metro
feeder services. These bus-
es will navigate narrow
roads, serving both inner-
city locations and the out-
skirts in response to high
demand for such mini bus-
es,” a senior official from
the BMTC told The Hindu.
Officials further said
that the introduction of
these buses follows the

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Jan. 8, 2024
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GCC model, as part of the
National Clean Air Pro-
gramme and the State Ur-
ban Transport Fund , man-
aged by the Directorate of
Urban Land Transport.

Presently, the BMTC op-
erates midi buses on city
routes, along with highly
sought-after metro feeder
buses. Following two inci-
dents of buses catching fire
within just 10 days in Fe-
bruary 2022, the BMTC
temporarily halted the op-
eration of 186 midi buses.
These 9.2-metre-long bus-
es, shorter than the stan-
dard 12 metres, accommo-
date approximately 30
passengers.

The 120 midi buses will

be equipped with features
such as an intelligent tran-
sport management system,
passenger display boards,
CCTV camera systems,
panic buttons, etc.

Recently, Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah flagged off
100 electric buses in the
BMTC fleet and announced
that the BMTC will get
1,400 electric buses by
April, 2024.

The initial batch of 100
electric buses is part of the
larger fleet of 921 buses
that the BMTC is incorpo-
rating under the Faster
Adoption and Manufactur-
ing of Electric Vehicles
(FAME-II) scheme by the
Union government.



Summer worry: BWSSB wants
priority for city’s water share

‘Must Reserve
Cauvery Water
For 6 Months’

Vindhya.Pabolu
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The Bangalore
Water Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB), in anticipa-
tion of a crisis ahead of sum-
mer preceded by poor monso-
on, is writing to the Cauvery
Neeravari Nigam Limited un-
der the water resources de-
partment to prioritise Benga-
luru’s drinking needs and re-
serve water for the capital city
at KRS and Kabini reservoirs.
While the board mainta-
ins that it continues to supply
1,450 MLD water every day as
on date, its engineer-in-chief
Suresh B conceded that a cri-
siswas imminent if notacted.
“Asof now, we are meeting
our demand, but it cannot
happen if water isnotreser-
ved for the next six months.
Of the 30 tmeft of water at
KRS and Kabini reservoirs
together, Bengaluruwill ne-
ed 12 tmcft to maintain the
same level of water supply
until June,” Suresh said. He
added the current supply
only includes old BWSSB
areasinthecityand thatthe
villages annexed in 2008 are
being covered only partly.
“We're supplying water
onceaweekto5lof thell0new
villages, the rest will be cove-
red after Cauvery Stage V gets
commissioned,” he said.

Residents feel the pinch

With both the southwestern
and northeastern monsoons
having failed to recharge gro-
undwater tables in the city, bo-

SUPPLY UNDER CAUVERY STAGE V BY MAY

fter multiple delays, water supply under Cauvery Stage V
is expected to be commissioned from May this year.
BWSSB chief engineer (Kaveri-Projects) Mahesh KN
said: “The work is nearing completion and if there are no
hindrances, we should complete it by April. We are hopeful
of commissioning it by May.”

Once commissioned, BWSSB will require 2,225 MLD of
water every day as against the present 1,450 MLD given that
the new stage is expected to have a capacity of 775 MLD.
This means more water from Cauvery will need to be

DEPLETING GROUNDWATER
& AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

ngineer-in-chief Suresh said with

poor groundwater availability,
thousands of houses from across the
city are found to be drawing more
Cauvery water than they usually do.
“We don't have a specific figure, but a
lot of homes are reporting low yield in
their borewells, prompting them to use
more Cauvery water,” he said.

While BWSSB is trying to ensure
uninterrupted supply, the board,
beginning this week, will also begin an

\

recorded excess rain in 2023.

normal rain.

Out of 31 districts, 30 recorded deficit
rainfall between January 1 and December 31,
while Bidar is the only district which recorded

According to Karnataka State Natural

KR

awareness campaign.
“We've already created
pamphlets and other material.
We want to urge people to use water
judiciously and not indulge in
unnecessary floor or car washing
9 using potable water or waste water
through any other means. We'll run
campaigns in schools and colleges
too,” Suresh said.

IN 2023, NO DISTRICT IN KARNATAKA RECORDED EXCESS RAIN

or the first time in recent years, no districts Disaster Monitoring Centre (KSNDMC) data, in

2023, Malnad region has been the worst hit with

35% deficit rainfall followed by north-interior
Karnataka with 25% deficit rainfall.
South-interior region recorded -20%, and coastal

region -19%. In 2022, all districts had recorded

excess rainfall, sources said.

rewells in several areas are
dryingup. Asreported by TOI
earlier, residents from several
parts have complained of ir-
regular supply, while some
are worried about increasing
cost of tanker water. Resi-
dents of South City apart-
ments in Mico Layout, Areke-
re, off Kanakapura Road, for
example, are facing reduced
water supply.

Rajagopalan R, chairper-
son, South City Apartments
Maintenance Committee,
comprising 2,000 flats, said:
“Since ours is a big complex,
we require 12 lakh litres a day.
We get 6 lakh litres from

BWSSB, 4 lakh litres from bo-
rewells and the rest from wa-
ter tankers. Since rainfall is
less this year and borewells
arenotrecharged properly, we
got only 4 lakh litres from
BWSSB and 3 1akh litres from
borewells. We ended up de-
pending more on water tan-
kersnow which isabit hard.”

He said as part of their
sustainable programme and
to ensure that water demand
is met, the apartment comp-
lex, which was using treated
water only from five blocks
until this year, has now begun
using treated sewage water
from the other five blocks,

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Jan 9, 2024
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which reduces their depen-
dency on BWSSB.

Srikanth Parthasarathy,
past treasurer of Shuddha
Shelters Resident Welfare As-
sociation, BTM Layout Stage
11, said: “This time, prices of
tanker water have risen by
three times. Earlier whatused
to cost us Rs 1,500 is now pri-
ced at Rs 4,400. We don’t fall
under the BWSSB network
and are dependent on bore-
wells and tankers. Since our
borewell water isrunning low
and we are digging deeper, the
hardness of the water also go-
es up, further increasing our
dependency on tankers.”



In a first, metro’s monthly ridership crosses

6.88L people travelled
on average per day
—

BENGALURU, DHNS

engaluru metro trains
Bferried a record 6.88 lakh

passengers on average per
ay in December as passenger
umbers reached two crores per
ionth for the very first time.
Data provided by Bangalore
letro Rail Corporation Limit-
1 (BMRCL) shows 2,13,34,076
2ople travelled by the metro last
lonth, or an average of 6,88,196
aily. The BMRCL earned nearly
s 55 crorein fare revenue.
Overall, the metro ridership
sse by nearly 30% within a year.
1January 2023, the average rid-
~shipstood at 5.32lakh.
The average daily rider-
1ip has now risen by 64,000
ncethe Purple Line fully opened
wree months ago. Nevertheless,
's still lower than the
5,000-1 lakh increase that the

jr
Crowd
BMRCL had expected.

On October 9, the BMRCL
opened the Baiyappanahalli-KR
Pura (2.1 km) and Kengeri-Chal-
laghatta (2.05 km) sections, ex-
panding the Purple Line to 43.49
km and linking the standalone
Whitefield stretch to the rest of
the metro network.

This immediately boosted
the ridership, which rose to
6,40,441in October and 6,64,048
in November.

Analysts believe daily ridership
didn’t reach 7 lakh because of the

atthe Majestic station. oH FiLe

long holidays in December but
would cross the markin January.

Manycommuterssay the metro
is getting way too crowded, espe-
cially during peak hours,and they
have to skip several trains before
they can board.

During peak hours on Monday,
trains were unusually jam-packed
between the CBD and Majestic.
The BMRCL ran Green Line
trains on the Purple Line but that
didn’t help much.

The BMRCL cannot deploy
more trains on the Purple Line

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, Jan 10, 2024
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2 crore; up 30% in just a year

Row over Biocon name
to Hebbagodi station

Residents of Hebbagodi,a
suburb in southern Bengalu-
ru, protested against naming
their upcoming metro
station after pharmaceutical
company Biocon.

Munikrishna N,amember
of the Hebbagodi Municipal
Council (CMC), suggested
thatthe BMRCL had “hurt”
thelocalvillagers’self-re-
spectby naming the metro
station after Biocon.

Onceasleepyvillage, Heb-
bagodi has grown rapidly
because of its location on
Hosur Road. It was upgraded
toCMCin 2015.

until late 2024 when it expects
toreceive new coaches from Chi-
na’s CRRC Nanjing Puzhen Co
Ltd. The Chinese company is to
deliver 216 coachestothe BMRCL.
The BMRCL has dedicated 33
six-coach trainsets for the Purple
Lineand 24 for the Green Line.

In2020, the BMRCL
signed an agreement with
Biocon, headquartered near
Hebbagodi, to christen the
metro station ‘Biocon Heb-
bagodi Metro Station’. The
company has contributed Rs
65 crore to the construction
of the metro station.

There was no controversy
over the decision back then.
Itstarted only recently after
the BMRCL installed the
station’s name board.

The19.15-km RV
Road-Bommasandraline, of
which Hebbagodiisa part, is
toopen later this year.

PUBLIC NOTICE

BE IT KNOWN to the General Public that my
client has negotiated to purchase
Immovable Property being Residential Lanc
and 0ld Building bearing BDA Site No.254,
Now Municipal Corporation BBMP No.254,
BBMP PID No.97-3-254, situated al
R.T.Nagar, 2nd Block (Matadahalli BDA
Lavout) Banaalore. The Site measures Eas!



Swachh Survekshan: Bengaluru

in 125th place in the above

one lakh population category

In the previous year, the city was included in above 10 lakh population category and awarded 43rd rank among 45 cities

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

engaluru has se-
Bcured the 125th
ranking out of the

446 cities which participat-
ed in the above one lakh
population category in
Swachh  Survekshan -
2023, the annual cleanli-
ness survey conducted by
the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs
(MOHUA).

The previous year, Ben-
galuru was included in the
above 10 lakh population
category and was awarded
the 43rd rank among 45 ci-
ties. However, this year,
the category has been
eliminated. Bruhat Benga-
luru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP) officials said that
had that category existed
this year, then the city’s
scores would have landed
it in the 31st rank.

The 125th ranking is the
highest the BBMP has got
in the above one lakh pop-
ulation category as in the
previous years, the city’s
average ranking was

Swachh Survekshan

Bengaluru’s scores under parameters assessed for ranking

Category

Service level progress
Certification
Citizens' voice

Total

Total marks ‘ BBMP’s score

2,805.32

1,125 @

1,589.82
5,520.14

City's report card issued under Swachh Survekshan 2023

City’s report card issued under Swachh Survekshan 2023

Door-to-door - Cleanliness  Source Cleanliness = Waste
collection of . of residential = segregation - of market = generationvs.
waste areas areas p[DCESSng -
a o 99% 9 3
97% 98% 98%  81%
Cleanliness of Remediation Cleanliness of

waterbodies 940/0 of dump sites OOAJ public toilets 87%’)

around 200.

For the rankings, each
city was assessed on three
parameters — service level
progress, certification and
citizens’ voice. In the first
category, Bengaluru
scored 2,805.32 marks out
4,830 while in the certifica-
tion category, the city
scored 1,125 out of 2,500
and in the citizens’ voice
(feedback) category,
1,589.82 marks were se-

cured out of 2,170. Out of
9,500 marks, Bengaluru
secured 5,520.14 marks.
Under Swachh Sur-
vekshan, three certifica-
tions are given to each city
if they meet the required
criteria. BBMP officials re-
garded the upgradation of
the BBMP from ODF++
(Open Defecation-Free) to
Water Plus City as the re-
markable difference this
year under certification.

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Jan. 12, 2024

This is the first time the ci-
ty has secured this highest
sanitation certification.

“Another major diffe-
rence is the participation
of the citizens in the survey
under the citizens’ voice
category. There is a jump
of 30% in the parameter
from 43% in the last year to
73% in the present year,”
the officials said.

Infrastructure

The BBMP had applied for
the certification of Gar-
bage-Free City (GFC) certi-
fication this year but could
not get it as not all required
parameters were met.
“One of the most impor-
tant criteria to get that cer-
tification is to have above
80% processing of waste.
We are currently process-
ing 2,500 tonnes of waste,
but various strikes and me-
dia reports also kept us
from getting the certifica-
tion. We need cooperation
from citizens too,” said
Harish Kumar, Special
Commissioner, Solid Waste
Management (SWM),
BBMP.

He stressed that more
processing infrastructure
should be developed in the
city to improve processing
and thereby also get the
certification. “Our efforts
have improved, but pro-
cessing is our only grey
area. If we do it well, then
we will figure in the top 25.
We currently have manure
plants, but we should have
more processing plants in
the city like CNG, waste-to-
energy, and biogas plants,”
Mr. Kumar said.

SWM  activist and
Swachh Survekshan advis-
er to the BBMP V. Rampra-
sad pointed out that more
care should be taken in the
clearance of construction
and demolition (C and D)
waste. “This time, the
BBMP’s  documentation
improved, and they had a
well-oiled internal team
(unlike the previous years
where they had consul-
tants) and it has shown in
the results. However, a
good system in place to
clear C and D waste would
further help in getting
good rankings,” he said.

Bengaluru outshines Chennaiin Swachh Survekshan rankings

BBMP seesajumpin
citizen satisfaction, rising
from 43%to 73%

BENGALURU DHNS

r I \he BBMP, tasked with main-
taining the city’s cleanliness,
has fared well in the 2023
Swachh Survekshan, recognised as
the world’s most extensive cleanli-
nesssurvey, surpassing Chennaibya
significant margin. While Bengaluru
and Chennai were closely ranked last

year, Karnataka's capital has now
secured the 125th rank in the latest

ey, leaving the neij ing city

Chennai managed 4,313. Bengalu-
ru's overall ranking amor
local bod bined is

They emphasize the need to leverage
platforms like Swachh Survekshan
h

sur
atthe199th position.

However, BBMP still has much
work ahead in terms of garbage
management, especially when cities
like Hyderabad, Mumbai, and New
Delhi consistently top the charts
year after year, despite their growing
populations.

The survey, conducted by the Min-
istry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(MOHUA), assesses the city b:
three primary parameters:
level progress, certification, and citi-
zen feedback. Out of a total of 9,500
marks, BBMP scored 5,520, while

stands at125 among 446 witha
population exceeding one lakh.

BBMP's status has been upgraded
from ‘Open Dclm‘:alim\ Free'to ‘Wa-

¥ processes,
making cleanliness anorm in the city.
The experts point out that Bengalu-
ru’'sranking has remained stagnant
for nearly a decade, while other cities

ter Plus ’the

and town:

certificate. Furthermore, BBMP
received positive feedback from
citizens, with a notable increase
from 43% ion last year to

gress inimplementing best practices.
Harish Kumar, Special Com-

missioner of BBMP's solid waste

division, expressed

73% this year.
Despite the improved ranking,
some experts in solid waste man-
agement find Bengaluru's position
disappointing, given the generous
funding from the state government.

his satisfaction with Bengaluru’s
improved performance compared to
the previous year. He stated,

“With new projects in the pipeline,

Progress so far

BBMP has madesignificant
stridesin several areas,
suchasdoor-to-door

waste collection (97%),
source segregation (99%),
residential area cleanliness
(98%),and market area
cleanliness (98.5%). How-
ever, challenges in waste
processing, dumpsite re-
mediation, and public toilet
cleanliness have affected
BBMP' national ranking,

better results
in the next survey,” he said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Jan 12, 2024
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Swachh
Survekshan:
Mysuru cleanest
cityinstate

MYSURU, DHNS: Mysuru has
bagged first rank in Swachh
Survekshan ranking 2023
and has been declared as the
cleanest city in Karnataka
(among 25 cities with popu-
lation of above one lakh).

Thiswasannouncedatthe
event held in Delhi by Minis-
try of Housing and Urban Af-
fairs (MoHUA) on Thursday.

However, Mysuru, which
was in eighth place among
top 10 cleanest cities in the
country in Swachh Survek-
shan Survey in 2022, under
“Clean Medium City Award”
category among urban local
bodies having a population
of three to 10 lakh, has been
pushed to the 23rd rank (out
of 446 cities) in the national
ranking, in 2023.

It may be mentioned that
the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs has been con-
ducting Swachh Survekshan,
the largest survey on urban
sanitation and cleanliness
from 2016.

Asperthe Mysuru city fact-
sheet, it has 65 wards and a
population of 9,20,550 (as
per the 2011 census). It re-
ceived citizen voice rating of
1,880.9, 3 stars in the GFC
(Garbage Free City) star
rating, “water+” in the ODF
(Open Defecation Free) cer-
tification.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5A, Jan 12, 2024
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