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AGRICULTURE

31 farmers get relief after a decade-long fight

Praveen B. Para
KALABURAGI

After well over a decade of
patient and sustained legal
battle, 31 farmers in Aland
taluk in Kalaburagi district
have won compensation
for substandard seeds sup-
plied to them by the Agri-
culture Department.

The dispute, which be-
gan in 2010, has come to a
close by the fag end of
2023. However, three of
the farmers died before the
final order came.

The Karnataka State
Consumer Disputes Re-
dressal Commission
(KSCDRC) recently passed
an order directing the de-
partment to compensate
the distressed farmers of
Madiyal village for the loss
of black gram crop owing
to supply of substandard

seeds by the department
through the Karnataka
State Seeds Corporation
(KSSC).

They had sown black
gram crop on nearly 195
hectares, but suffered huge
losses as the seeds failed to
germinate in 2010.

How dispute began

The then Kalaburagi Depu-
ty Commissioner had di-
rected the Joint Director of
Agriculture to conduct in-
spection of fields and take
steps to provide compen-
sation to farmers.

A team of agricultural
scientists from the Univer-
sity of Agricultural Scienc-
es, Raichur, visited various
fields and submitted a re-
port in September, 2010.
They noticed that 70% to
80% of the fields were
affected.

The scientists found that
black gram crop on these
fields stood at 2.5 ft to 3 ft
height but did not germi-
nate. Following the report
by UAS-Raichur, and direc-
tions issued by the State
government in October,
2010, the Commissioner of
Agriculture Department
conducted an inquiry and
concluded that the farmers
had suffered huge losses
because of supply of defec-
tive seeds.

He ordered providing
compensation of 1,500
per acre, and released
32,92,500 in November
2010.

But the department
failed to disburse the com-
pensation until the farmers
approached the District
Consumers Dispute Re-
dressal Forum in May 2012.
The forum then ordered

It directed that the amount deposited shall be
transferred to the commission concerned to pay
the same to the farmers.

Advocate Vaijnath Zhalki, who led the legal
fight of farmers, expressed displeasure over
KSCDRC'’s delay in passing the orders. He also ar-
gued that the compensation ordered by the com-
mission to the farmers, after waiting for over a de-
cade, was not satisfactory.

“It took so many years for the commission to
pass an order and three of the complainant farm-
ers have died because of old age and health-relat-
ed issues. And the irony is that the KSSC and Agri-
culture Department, who have to protect the
interests of farmers, went against them and filed
an appeal. Supply of substandard seeds is punish-
able under the Consumer Act,” Mr. Zhalki added.

Sharanabasappa Mamshetty, district president
of Karnataka Prantha Raitha Sangha, demanded
that the commission order a higher compensa-

tion.

Source: The Hindu, p.1&5, Jan. 1, 2024

compensation of 35,000
per acre (deducting the ¥
1,500 already paid to
them), along with interest
of 9% per annum from the
date of filing of the com-
plaint till its release, and al-
so 3250 to each of the 31
farmers towards cost of the
proceedings.

Appeal filed

However, the KSSC filed an
appeal in the Karnataka
State Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission in
July 2012 against the order
passed by the district fo-
rum.

It was after 11 years that
the commission issued or-
ders dismissing the appeal
and upheld the order
passed by the forum.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 5
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complete, with verification

Delay in interim drought rellef “angers farmers

Bengaluru: Despite the sta-
te government’s announce-
mentof uptoRs2,000interim
relief for every farmer affec-
ted by crop loss due to dro-
ught,amonth has passed wit-
houtthefundsreachingtheir
accounts.

The state cabinet, led by
chief minister Siddaramai-
ah, declared the interim reli-
ef on November 30, with as-
surances that the remaining
compensation, following the
guidelines of the Natural
Disaster Response Fund
(NDRF), would be disbursed

after the central government
released the funds. However,
thedelay hasleft farmersina
state of distress.

Farmer leader Sidagouda
Modagi from Belagavi ex-
pressed frustration, stating,
“In the first place, whatever
interim relief the govern-
ment has announced is a me-
agre amount. On top of it,
making farmers wait for
months is like inflicting in-
sult on them. The govern-
ment must disburse relief
immediately."

The opposition BJP and
JD(S) have joined in the criti-
cism, accusing the state go-

TOUGH SEASON: Farmers arein dlre straits as Karnalaka is

seeing one of its worst droughts in recent years

vernmentof insensitivity to-
wards farmers. Former CM
HD Kumaraswamy said,
“Siddaramaiah often claims
his government walks the

talk. Butinthiscase, ithasfa-
iled to keep its words.”
Officials attribute the de-
lay to the implementation of
a new system for disbursing

input subsidies. Rashmi Ma-
hesh, principal secretary, re-
venue (disaster manage-
ment), explained, “Weare in-
tegrating datafrom Parihaar
and Bhoomi portals and also
crop survey data in the FRU-
ITS (Farmer Registration
and Unified Beneficiary In-
formation System) database,
which is going to be more sci-
entific and comprehensive.
Under the new system, far-
mers need not even apply for
input subsidies or give deta-
ils about their land holdings
andcrops.”

The process, covering
about68lakh farmers, is 80%

ongoing in Challakere taluk,
Chitradurga district, on a pi-
lot basis. Mahesh expressed
hope that the entire data in-
tegration and verification
process would conclude by the
next weekend, with relief dis-
bursement commencing in
the second week of January.

Theseveredrought, label-
led the worst in the last 125 ye-
ars, has affected over 48 lakh
hectaresof cropsinKarnata-
ka, with 223 out of 236 taluks
declared drought affected.
Thestate government has so-
ught Rs 18,177 crore in relief
from the Centre.

Source: The Times of India, p.8, Jan. 1, 2024
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State plans to double its millets export,
building on international trade fair

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka has set a target
of doubling its millets ex-
port, hoping to build furth-
er on the Millets and Or-
ganics International Trade
Fair being organised from
January 5to 7.

Disclosing this to media-
persons in Bengaluru on
Tuesday, Agriculture Mi-
nister N. Cheluvarayaswa-
my said Karnataka had ex-
ported 7,764 tonnes of
millets and their value
based products, amount-
ing to about %36 crore dur-
ing 2022-23.

Now, the State wanted
to increase exports by a mi-
nimum of two folds in
about a year, he said, while
observing that there was a
huge potential for Karnata-
ka as the State accounted
for nearly 40% of the coun-
try’s millet production.

The major export desti-
nations included U.S., Aus-
tralia, UAE, Canada, Qatar,
Thailand and Singapore,
he noted.

The major products that
had been exported include
sorghum, jowar, ragi and
their value added pro-
ducts. They had been
mostly sourced from the
districts of Ballari, Koppal,
Bengaluru Rural, Haveri
and Chitradurga, the Mi-
nister said.

Karnataka had exported
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Agriculture Minister N. Chaluvarayaswamy, Special Secretary to Government (Food Processing and

Harvest Technology), Agriculture Department, Rohini Sindhuri, and other officials showcasing products
made of millets in Bengaluru on Tuesday. K. MURALI KUMAR

agri and allied produce to
the tune of 25,287 crore
during 2022-23, he pointed
out.

Purpose of fair
The Minister said the fair
was being held for the fifth
time by Karnataka mainly
to provide marketing ave-
nues for the millet and or-
ganic produce besides
bringing all stakeholders
under a common platform.
The intention was to pro-
mote the use of these
healthy millets on the one
hand and to provide mar-
ket for farmers on the oth-
er, he explained.
Karnataka State Agricul-

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Jan. 3, 2024

tural Produce Processing
and Export Corporation Li-
mited is the nodal agency
for organising the fair
which is being held at Ben-
galuru Palace Grounds, in
partnership with several
national and international
research institutes includ-
ing Indian Institute of Mil-
let Research and GIZ of
Germany. A total of two
lakh persons were estimat-
ed to participate in the fair
which would have 300
stalls.

Companies and stake-
holders from various coun-
tries including Germany,
Australia, U.S., Oman,
Spain, Indonasia, France,

Vietnam, UK, UAE and
Bangladesh had confirmed
their participation in the
fair, said the Minister. As
many as 100 stalls have
been reserved for Karnata-
ka Pavilion in which FPOs,
farmers’ groups, Universi-
ties and research
organisations.

The fair would have an
exhibition, buyer-seller-
meets and international
conferences. Farmres’
workshops would also be
organised on methods of
cultivation, packaging and
certification, he said. The
visitors can relish a variety
of millet delicacies at the
food court.

Back to Contents
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ECONOMY

State gets two Vande Bharat
and one Amrit Bharat trains

The Hindu Bureau
MANGALURU

Karnataka got three new
trains, two Vande Bharat
Express and one Amrit
Bharat Express, as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
flagged off six VB and two
AB services in virtual mode
from Ayodhya while inaug-
urating the redeveloped
Ayodhya Dham Railway
Station on Saturday.

Train No. 20646/20645
Mangaluru Central-Mad-
gaon-Mangaluru Central
VB Express (except Thurs-
days) was flagged off in the
presence of Dakshina Kan-
nada MP Nalin Kumar Ka-
teel and others. The ser-
vice was accorded
ceremonial reception at
Udupi, Karwar and Mad-
gaon. Regular services of
this train will start from
December 31 with Train
No. 20646 leaving Manga-
luru Central at 8.30 a.m. to
reach Madgaon at 1.15 p.m.
Train No. 20645 leaves
Madgaon at 6.10 p.m. and
reaches Mangaluru Central
at 10.45 p.m.

The Coimbatore Junc-
tion-Bengaluru  Canton-
ment-Coimbatore Junction
VB Express was flagged off
in the presence of MP P.R.
Natarajan, MLA Vanathi
Srinivasan and others at
Coimbatore Junction. The
inaugural special was ac-
corded ceremonial recep-

o

The Mangaluru Central-Madgaon Vande Bharat Express ready for

A

the inaugural run on Saturday, at Mangaluru Central Railway

Station. ANIL KUMAR SASTRY

tion en-route. Regular ser-
vices (except Thursdays)
will start from January 1.
Train No. 20642 leaves
Coimbatore at 5 a.m. to
reach Bengaluru Canton-
ment at 11.30 a.m. Train
No. 20641 leaves Canton-
ment at 1.40 p.m. to reach
Coimbatore at 8 p.m.

Mr. Modi also flagged off
Train No. 13434/ 13433 Mal-
da Town (West Bengal)-Sir
M Visvesvaraya Terminal,
Bengaluru Amrit Bharat
Weekly Express from Mal-
da. Train No. 13434 leaves
Malda Town on Sundays at
8.50 a.m. to reach SMVT
Bengaluru at 3 a.m. on
Tuesdays via Kharagpur,
Bhubaneshwar, Vijaywada,
Nellor and Katpadi. Train
No. 13433 leaves SMVT

Bengaluru at 1.50 p.m. on
Tuesdays to reach Malda
Town at 11 a.m. on
Thursdays.

Amrit Bharat is an LHB
push-pull train with loco-
motives at both the ends
and non air-conditioned
coaches with special facili-
ties for passengers.

Though the flagging off
was scheduled to take
place at 11 a.m., the pro-
gramme was advanced to
10.30 a.m. However, final-
ly, when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi flagged off
the services and the trains
began their journey, it was
12.10 pm. Invitees, includ-
ing dignitaries, had to re-
main confined inside the
rakes from 10.30 a.m. on-
wards.

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Dec. 31, 2023




Rs1,000-crore action plan to
develop minority colonies: CM

BENGALURU, DHNS: Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah
on Friday sought a Rs
1,000-crore action plan to
develop minority-dominated
localities.

The directive came after
Siddaramaiah, at a public
event earlier this month,
promised thathe would grad-
ually increase budgetary al-
location for minorities to Rs
10,000 crore. Atameeting to
review the minority welfare
department, Siddaramaiah
said the action plan should
cover minority colonies and
areas where their population
is large.

Siddaramaiah also said
that his government was
ready to pay scholarship for
minority students as the Cen-
tre had stopped it.

“The government is
ready to pay scholarships
to 6.4 lakh students. While
Rs 60 crore is earmarked
in the budget, another Rs
40 crore must be arranged
with funds available with the
department through re-ap-
propriation,” the CM said,
according to a statement

from his office.

It was also decided to in-
crease allocation for various
schemes meant for minori-
ties.

“A huge number of appli-
cations are being received
online for these schemes,”
the CM noted.

In the 2023-24 fiscal, Sid-
daramaiah has allocated
Rs2,101.19 crore for minority
welfare.

In a statement, Housing
Minister Zameer Ahmed
Khan said Siddaramaiah
had instructed officials to
submit a proposal on funds
required to complete 52,189
houses meant for the poor
under the PM Awas Yojana
through the Rajiv Gandhi
Housing Corporation.

Siddaramaiah was briefed
that beneficiaries had not
paid their contribution
amounting to Rs 2,013 crore.
Beneficiaries have paid only
Rs 134 crore. “Most of the
beneficiaries are poor and
not in a position to pay Rs
4 lakh each. They don’t get
loan from banks. As was
done for the Karnataka Slum
Development Board, if

)N LIMITED [2./" =
ATING STATION)
1970SGC001919

INT 857/CALL-2 Date:26.12.2023

each beneficiary pays
Rs 1 lakh and the rest
borne by the govern-
ment, this housing proj-
ect would be completed,”

Zameer said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5C, Dec.30, 2023




K’taka plans to checkmate Centre
with mega job fair ahead of LS polls

High-level ministerial
team to oversee event

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

| 4 I Yhe state government has
planned a mega job fair
in Bengalurutowardsthe
end of January.

Politically, the event will un-
derline the CongressleaderRa-
hul Gandhi’s pet narrative on
unemploymentagainstthe BJP
governmentgoingintothe Lok
Sabha polls. The Congress gov-
ernmenthopestoearn brown-
ie points by delivering jobs to
youngsters at the state-level
event.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah held a preparatory
meeting on the proposed em-
ployment fair (Udyoga Mela)
with his Cabinet colleagues and
officials.

A team, comprising Indus-
tries Minister MB Patil, IT/
BT Minister Priyank Kharge,
Skill Development Minister Dr
Sharan Prakash Patil, Higher
Education Minister Dr MC
Sudhakar, Youth Empower-
ment & Sports Minister B Na-
gendra, Labour Minister San-
tosh Lad and Health Minister
Dinesh Gundu Rao, has been
constituted to oversee the em-
ployment fair.

In a statement, Siddara-
maiah said the ministerial
team will hold meetings with
employers from various sec-
torsand getthem to participate
inthejob fair.

“The BJP government
couldn’t provide employment.
Rahul Gandhi highlighted this

\ Chief Minister Siddaramaiah holds preparatory meeting

on the proposed employment fair, in Bengaluru on Friday.
Deputy Chief Minister D K Shivakumar, Home Minister G
Parameshwara and Industries Minister M B Patil are seen.

during his Bharat Jodo Yatra.
We want to provide employ-
mentto Kannadigas, for which
we’ve planned a programme,”
Deputy Chief Minister DK Shi-
vakumar said after the prepa-
ratory meeting.

The government does not
want this to be a regular job

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5C, Dec.30, 2023

fair. “It will be a mega job fair
with a new design,” Shivaku-
mar said. “It’ll be held first in
Bengaluru. It’ll be taken to
other places later,” he said,
adding that the job fair will
cover sectorssuch as hospital-
ity, manufacturingand I'T/BT.
“We want to help rural candi-

dates as much as possible.”

According to Siddaramaiah,
the ministerial team will also
recommend long-term pro-
grammes to bridge the gap
between job seekers’skills and
employers’ needs.

Siddaramaiah also wants
overseas job opportunities
to be considered. “Moreover,
there is a need to have an em-
ployment policy to improve
jobopportunities for the state’s
youth,” the chief minister said
and sought “necessary ground-
work” on this.

10K applications for
YuvaNidhi

The government has received
10,834 applications for the
Yuva Nidhi scheme as of 6 pm
Friday.

Under this scheme, unem-
ployed graduates and diplo-
ma holders will get a monthly
allowance of Rs 3,000 and Rs
1,500 for two years. Payment
of the allowance will start with
a public event in Shivamogga
onJanuary12.

ArcelorMittal on verge of exiting state

Govt Stuck With 2,643 Acres Of Land, Searching For Another Purchaser

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The state go-
vernment, after persisting
with steel behemoth Arcelor-
Mittal for the last 14 years,
will now have to find an alter-
native to the steel company’s
project as it is being learnt
that it is on the verge of ex-
iting Karnataka.

Having already placed on
record in the Supreme Court
that it is willing to forgo the
depositof Rs267 crore, which
it had given to Karnataka In-
dustrial Area Development
Board (KIADB), and also “de-
sirous” to return the entire
2,643 acres, the Karnataka go-
vernment is caught in a fix
over what to do with the land
when itisreturned.

The situation was discus-
sed in detail by CM Siddara-
maiah, the industries depart-
ment and a delegation of the
land losers in Belagavi earli-

14 YEARS LATER...

@ Land acquisition issues turn

for enhanced remunerations

down by KIADB citing SUC rules

for other land losers

© Awarded in June 2010, ArcelorMittal had
proposed to set up a 6 MTPA capacity steel
project in Sandur, Ballari district, and
envisaged Rs 30,000-crore investment

complicated as farmers approach courts

® ArcelorMittal tries to turn their project
into a solar power park which is turned

@ On February 2023, SC gives verdict
favouring land losers which may force the
company to pay close to Rs 1 crore per
acre in a few cases and setting precedence

N

FOR RELIEF: Land losers met CM Siddaramaiah along
with Sandur MLA E Tukaram in Belagavi recently

Rs 267-crore deposit

© Company files writ petition where it claims it is
“desirous” of returning the land and forfeit its

er this month during the le-
gislature session. “With en-
hanced compensations being
awarded by the Supreme Co-
urt, ArcelorMittal is more
than happy to return the
land. They are trying to extri-
cate themselves from this
project with no intent of pur-
suing the same,” said senior
officials from the CMO and

the government. The Cong-
ress regime is concerned by
the situation as it is neither
good for the investor climate
nor does it help it with such
large tracts of land being re-
turned withoutany alternati-
ve purchaser.

“The government can on-
ly hope for a third party to co-
me forward and take the land

Source: The Times of India, p.6, Dec.30, 2023

for setting up a similar in-
dustry,” said another official.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment has remained “non-
committal” on the issue and
said it isasub-judice matter.

“KIADB had facilitated
the purchase of land for a
single unit complex (SUC),
which denies the land to be
reused for any other purpose.

The matter is pending before
the Supreme Courtand is bet-
ween the land losers and the
company. The government
cannot comment on the mat-
terasitissub-judice,”said in-
dustries minister MB Patil.

According to Sandur
MLA E Tukaram, who took
the lead earlier this year to
tell the farmers and land lo-
sers concerns of the compa-
ny not complying with SC or-
ders of either paying the en-
hanced compensationsorset-
ting up the industry, the
company has more or less de-
cided to exit from the project.

“Despitethelandlosersre-
ady tonegotiate with Arcelor-
Mittal, in return for a slightly
enhanced compensation and
jobs, the company hasalready
said it will not start opera-
tions. It has also communica-
ted toKIADB that itisready to
forfeit even the Rs 267 crore
which it had kept as deposit,”
said the MLA.



State begins Rs 800-cr project to save fragile coast

Shoringup

m 4 focus areas of
coastal erosion, capacity

= To adopt evi-
dence-based approach,

= Fishery-cum-tourism

berths will be construct-
ed in Bhatkal, Tadadi,
Gangolli and Padubidri

= Local governments, NGOs
will be roped in to prevent

pollution of beaches,
regulate tourism

= Asian Development

Bank (ADB) has shown

interest in funding the
project

building, fishery berths, priority for environ-
the coaSt beach maintenance ment-friendly solutions
project expected to cost over
ili Rs 800 crore.
CoastalResilience  ““F0<rore. i adopt a
ngramme to multi-pronged approach
. where short-term and long-
check erosion, BOOSt term measures willbe taken
: H up after studies warned that
ﬁShenes’ tourism the state’s shorelineis highly
vulnerableto coastal erosion,
— v ,
floodingand other associated
CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI  challenges.
BENGALURU, DHNS KMB chief executive of-
ficer Jayaram Raipura said
n a major effort to begin detailed project reports are
mitigation and adapta- beingprepared for theworks
tion measures to protect envisioned under the resil-

livesandlivelihoods fromthe
threats of climate change in
coastal areas, the Karnataka
Maritime Board (KMB) has
begun working on the Coast-
al Resilience Programme, a

ience programme. “There
are four major components,
from coastal erosion to ca-
pacity building and construc-
tionof fisheryberthstobeach
maintenance. We will in-

volve subject experts in each
component and work with
non-government organisa-
tionsinsome of the activities,
especially those focussed on
building awareness,”hesaid.

He said the major compo-
nent of the programme was
prevention of erosion. KMB
willadoptan evidence-based

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, Dec.31, 2023

approach with a priority for
environment-friendly solu-
tions. The component also
involves treatment of beach-
es with a focus on natural
hazard protection.
Fishery-cum-tourism
berths will be constructed
in Bhatkal, Tadadi, Gangol-
li and Padubidri. “Here, we

are looking at boosting both
the fishery and tourism sec-
tors. The tourism sector has
a huge potential to support
the livelihood of the coastal
communities but is yet to be
explored,”he said.

KMB seeks to build a ro-
bust management system to
keep the beaches clean. Offi-
cials said local governments
and non-government organ-
isations will be roped in to
develop amechanism to pre-
vent pollution of the beaches
and regulate tourism.

Raipurasaid the Asian De-
velopment Bank has shown
interest in funding the pro-
ject. “Weestimate the project
to cost between Rs 800 and
Rs 1,100 crore,” he said.

Bescom backs plea for multiple solar units on apartment roofs

Photo for representation

Niranjan.Kaggere

cefrom Karnataka Electricity

group.com
Bengaluru: Determined to
reduce the load on the state
power grid and cut down on
surging monthly electricity
bills, apartments have collec-
tively demanded that Banga-
lore Electricity Supply Com-
pany (Bescom) permit them
toset up ‘multiple rooftop’ so-
lar installations on one buil-
ding premises.

Responding positively to
the demand that would subse-
quently result in surplus po-
wer, Bescom has told Bangalo-
re Apartments’ Federation
(BAF) that it will seek guidan-

y
(KERC). The BAF and RWAs
could also approach KERC for
detailed guidelines, it said.
Faced with technical hurd-
les, apartment complexes we-
re unable to install multiple
solar installations even tho-
ugh they had ample facilities
and space to do so. “Currently,
the apartments or resident
welfare associations (RWAs)
can install solar rooftop only
on the even roof-top as per the
definition. Even if RWAs
want to extend the panels be-
yond the roof on to adjoining
structures or elongated plat-
forms on theroof, Bescom will

IT WILL BE A WIN-WII

Apartments say use of multiple rooftops will
help in increased generation of power and reduced burden on the grid

not permit multiple installa-
tions,” explained amember of
anapartment RWA.

Vikram Rai, president,
BAF said: “Usually, other than
the main roof, apartment

complexes have multiple struc-
tures such as community hall
building, gym building or par-
king space with a wider roof.
Despite such a wider roof area,
multiplesolar roof-top installa-

Source: The Times of India, p.3, Jan. 2, 2024
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tions were not permitted. It
wasasmall technical issueand
we petitioned Bescom to resol-
ve the same and help us extend
the installation of solar panels
beyond the main roof as this
would only result in increased
generation of power and redu-
ced burden on the grid during
peakload hours.”
Acknowledging the de-
mand, Mahantesh Bilagi, ma-
naging director, Bescom said
they havediscussed theissueat
length. “We are positive on the
suggestion. Butany changes in
rules, beyond the definition of
rooftopasenumerated, require
permission and approval by
Karnataka Electricity Regula-

tory Commission (KERC). We
have informed the apartments
that they will seek guidance
from the KERC and in the me-
antime, BAF and RWAs can al-
soapproach the KERC for deta-
iled guidelines.”

Yet another member of an
RWA from Bengaluru North
said, “The more such net me-
tering units, the more will be
the benefit for Bescom and
the energy department. This
will help reduce the peak-lo-
ad demand which will impact
the effective management of
the grid. The more such solar
installations on a building,
the more energy can be added
tothegrid.”



Dip in beer sales during
Christmas and New Year
revelry cuts excise revenue

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A normal trend of high col-
lection of excise duty reve-
nue in the State ahead of
Christmas and New Year
revelry this year has been
dented as the collection
dropped in the last week of
December by 5.58% com-
pared to the correspond-
ing period last year.

This reduction has been
attributed to drop in sales
of beer though the excise
duty on liquor had been in-
creased earlier this year.

While 744 crore had
been collected between
December 23 and Decem-
ber 31, 2022, ¥702.99 crore
has been collected this
year, marking a decline by
5.58%.

Earlier years

In the earlier years, the re-
venue during this holiday
window had seen an in-
crease by 19.74% in 2021
compared to 2020 while

Sales between
December 23
and 31

Total IML sales: 22.02 lakh
carton boxes; increase by
5.92% over last year

Total beer sales: 14.07 lakh
carton boxes; decline by 7.43%
over last year

Total excise revenue
collected: ¥702.99 crore;
decline by 5.58% over last year

2022 had seen an increase
by 1.16% over 2021.

This excise revenue de-
cline has been attributed to
dip in sale of beer by 7.43%
from 15.2 lakh carton box-
esin 2022 to 14.07 lakh car-
ton boxes in 2023.

Incidentally, the beer
sale in 2022 had seen a
whopping 35.23 % increase
during this period from
11.24 lakh carton boxes in
2021 to 15.20 lakh carton

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Jan. 2, 2024
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boxes. The sale of beer had
increased by 15.81% in
2020 and 5.84% in 2021.

However, the sale of IML
has seen an increase by
5.92% from 20.79 lakh car-
ton boxes to 22.02 lakh car-
ton boxes. The growth in
sales of IML in 2022 and
2021 was 6.83% and 11.33%,
respectively.

IML sale

Meanwhile, the total sale of
IML in the first nine
months of this financial
year has been reported to
be 533.04 lakh carton box-
es of IML and 324.32 lakh
carton boxes of beer,
bringing the total revenue
collection to be around
30,620 crore, a 13.46%
growth.

While sale of IML has in-
creased by 1.69%, the sale
of beer has increased by
15.59%. In 2022, a total of
524.19 lakh carton boxes of
IML and 280 lakh carton
boxes of beer for a total re-
venue of 26,987 crore.
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Electric vehicles witness record registrations in 2023

K'takaaccounted
for10%ofallEV
registrationsinIndia

ANJALI JAIN
BENGALURU, DHNS

he pastyear saw bumper
Tsales of electric vehicles
inIndiaastheirregistra-
tions amounted to 15,29,614
units, up 49% from 10,25,123
EVsregistered inthe previous
year, according to data on Va-
han, the Centre’svehicle regis-
tration portal.
Two-wheeler sales continued

to drive a majority of registra-
tions at 8,59,198 units. Howev-
er,alarger growth in numbers
was seen in four-wheelers,
which surged to 72,625 regis-
trationsfrom 33,232inthe pre-
viousyear,markinganincrease
of more than 118%.

Registration of electric
three wheelers, which are
mostly used by commercial
players like fleet operators,
also went up from 3,50,244
unitsin 2022 t0 5,82,527 units
inthe previous year.

Some 9,270 ‘light’passenger
vehicles, 3,003 e-goods vehi-
cles, 2,592 e-buses, and eight
tractors werealsoregisteredin
2023,alongwith 277 EVsinthe
‘others’ category. As many as

2 and 4 wheeler EVreg 2019-23

2019] 30,409
2020§29,128

20214 1,56,374 I

6,31,475
8,59,198

114moreelectricvehicleswere
registeredin the previous year
that fell in categories that are
yettosee significantuptake.
Out of the total number
of EVs registered in 2023,
1,52,324 were in Karnataka,
making up for almost 10% of
overall salesin the country.

@

And industry insiders say
that expansion of charging
infrastructure, and the contin-
uedsupportofthegovernment
towards the sector bodes well
for 2024. “This year, India saw
a record-breaking year-on-
year growth in EV sales, fueled
by a potent mixture of factors.

Government incentives, cou-
pled with rising fuel prices and
growing consumer awareness,
have paved the way for an EV
revolution,”said Dinesh Arjun,
co-founder and chief executive
officer of e-motorcycle startup
Raptee Energy.

Expertssay thatdespite EVs
being heavier on the pocketin
terms of upfront cost, a big
driver in India is the low total
costofownership they provide
inthelong term, whichis opti-
mum for fleet operators and
delivery services that have
been feeling the pinch of ex-
pensive fuel rates.

» Electric vehicles, Page 5
Indian carmakers post
record salesin 2023,P12

Electric vehicles,
fromPage 1

The expansion of India’s
charging infrastructure, im-
proving battery technology,
along with continued govern-
mentincentives, are expected
to continue this accelerated
growth in the next year.

“The Indian government’s
ambitious plans, coupled with
private sector participation,
are accelerating the deploy-
ment of charging infrastruc-
ture, thereby addressing
one of the key challenges in
EV adoption,” said Raptee’s
Arjun.

Manufacturersarealready
changing their strategies to
attractalarger consumer sec-
tiontowards electric mobility.
According to experts, 2023

saw original equipment man-
ufacturers (OEMs) launch a
number of affordable models,
especiallyinthe 2W category
and the introduction of even
more cost-effective models
targeted at the mass market
isexpected in 2024.

“With reduced govern-
mentsubsidies, therewillbea
dual focus on streamlined, en-
try-level EVmodelsand high-
end variants with advanced
features. The electric motor-
cycle segment is expected to
witness a surge, intensifying
competition in the 2W EV
space, with established inter-
nal combustion engine man-
ufacturers making foraysinto
the electric market,” accord-
ing to Sumeru Shah, business
head of EV two-wheeler at
green financier Ecofy.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1 &5, Jan.2, 2024
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No response yet on K’taka’s
plea to hike MNREGA funds

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Karnataka,
grappling with a severe dro-
ught, has utilised 90% of its
allocated 13 crore person da-
ysunder the Mahatma Gand-
hi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA). Despite facing
the impending harsh sum-
mer season, the state govern-
ment’s appeal to increase the
number of person days from
100to150 per person and raise
the allocation to 18 crore per-
son days for the fiscal year
has seemingly fallen on deaf
earsat the Centre.

The MGNREGA directo-
rate reveals that Karnataka
has already exhausted 11.6
crore of the 13 crore person
days allocated by the Centre.
Pavan Kumar Malapati, di-
rector of MGNREGA, ex-
pressed hope that the reques-
ted addition of 5crore person
days would be accepted, con-

DROUGHT IMPACT There is
demand to increase person
days under MGNREGA

sidering the heightened de-
mand for MGNREGA works
expected in the months of Ja-
nuary, February, and March.

Sources in the rural deve-
lopment and panchayat raj
department estimate a de-
mand for person days rang-
ing from 1 crore to 1.5 crore
each month during this pe-
riod. Approximately 3.5 lakh
families have completed bet-
ween 80 to 100 person days,
with each person entitled toa
maximum of 100 person days

Source: The Times of India, p.3, Jan. 3, 2024
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in a fiscal, earning Rs 316 per
day per person.

Meanwhile, RDPR mini-
ster Priyvank Kharge critici-
zed the Centre for what he
described as “step-motherly
treatment” towards non-BJP
governed states, citing a lack
of relief to Karnataka despi-
te electing a significant num-
berof BJP MPs. Heexpressed
disappointment with the
Centre's response to Mandya
independent MP Sumalatha
Ambareesh’s query on addi-
tional person days for the po-
or. Minister of state for rural
development ministry, Sadh-
vi Niranjan Jyothi, stated in
response that there is no pro-
posal to increase the number
of days for guaranteed emp-
loyment under MGNREGS.

Kharge countered this,
highlighting Karnataka’s re-
quest is already under consi-
deration and revealing what
he called the Centre’s “dupli-
city” in helping the state du-
ringadrought year.



K’taka plans bloc
against ‘skewed’
devolution

Totakejoint fight
with ‘developed
states'to16th
financepanel

—y

BHARATH JOSHI
BENGALURU, DHNS

he Congress-ruled Kar-
I nataka wants to bring
“developed” states to-
gether forastrong case before
the 16th Finance Commission
on making devolution of taxes
more equitable even as the
Siddaramaiah administration
is forming a special cell to bur-
nish its own argument.

Karnataka was among the
states that lost heavily under
the 15th Finance Commission,
whosetenure endsin 2025-26.

The 14th Finance Commis-
sion gave Karnataka a share
0f 4.71% in the divisible pool of
taxes. The state’s share came
down to 3.64% under the 15th
Finance Commission.

The reduction meant a
shortfall of Rs 26,140 crore in
justthelastthree years for Kar-
nataka, the state government
has claimed.

The 16th Finance Com-
mission, headed by former
Niti Aayog vice-chairman Pa-
nagariya, will cover a five-year
period starting April 1, 2026.

“We will seek the coopera-
tion of other states. We have
to put up a united fight,” Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah’s eco-
nomic advisor Basavaraj Ra-
vareddi, a senior lawmaker,

Tax share of top states

Karnataka

Tamil Nadu

Telangana

Andhra
Pradesh

Kerala

M Tax share under 14th FC
B Tax share under 15th FC

told DH. He pointed out that
states like Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and “to some extent West
Bengal” suffered losses under
devolution.

“The 16th Finance Com-
mission is very important for
Karnataka. We mustsafeguard
thestate’sinterests. Now, there
is disparity (in devolution of
taxes) between the developed
and undeveloped states,” Ra-
yareddi said, adding that he
would soon start work on the
state’s argument before the
16th Finance Commission. “A
state like Karnatakais the eco-
nomic engine while northern
statesare political engines. But
fuel is being cut for economic
engines to make the political
enginesrun,” he argued.

In March 2018, before
demiting office asthe CMin his
first term, Siddaramaiah bat-
ted for the southern states and
famously wrote on Facebook:
“Historically, the South has
been subsidising the North.”

The government is creat-
ing a special cell to prepare

A state like Karnataka
is the economic engine
while northern states
are political engines.
But fuel is being cut
for economic engines

to make the political
engines run.

Basavaraj
Rayareddi,
CM's
economic
advisor

its pitch for the 16th Finance
Commission. This is expected
to come up before the Cabinet
this Friday, sources said.

The cellislikely to have econ-
omists such as former 14th Fi-
nance Commission member M
Govinda Rao, retired IAS offi-
cer MR Sreenivasa Murthy (he
headed the 6th state pay com-
mission) and Narendar Pani
from the National Institute of
Advanced Studies.

According to sources, Kar-
nataka is likely to stick to its
argument that “destination
states” must be rewarded for
receiving migrants from less-
er-developed states.

The government will also
seek corrections in income
distance, whichis the per-cap-
ita GSDP of a state compared
with that of a state with the
highest per-capita GSDP. Kar-
natakahasargued thatthe 16th
Finance Commission should
look beyond cities with high
per-capita income as other
parts are less-developed with
lower per-capitaincome.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1, Jan.3, 2024
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B'luru office space leasing drops 19% in 2nd half of 2023

Only Indian city to
show decline on back
of techslowdown

S A

SHAKSHI JAIN
BENGALURU, DHNS

engaluru’s office mar-
Bket -- traditionally a

flagbearer of commer-
cial leasing in India -- took a
hit in the back half of 2023 as
third party IT services provid-
ers trimmed their leasing to
15%, from 27% in 2022 - a re-
port by property consultancy
Knight Frank India revealed
on Wednesday. This comes on

the back of alarger slowdown
and funding crunchinthetech
and start-up space.

At 5.5 million square feet
(mn sq ft) in total office leas-
ing transactions during the
July-December period, the
garden city recorded a 19%
year-on-year decline, the only
one among the top-eight Indi-
ancities to witness de-growth.

“Because ofacompulsionto
conserve resources amid re-
cessionary pressures, Europe
and America-based clients of
these third party IT services
companies either did not roll
out contracts or entered into
moderated contractsin 2023.
As a result, these IT compa-
nies hired in lower numbers
and resorted to work from
home to save on costs,” Vivek

Office transactions
in top-8 markets
(inmsf)

Chennai 6.3 (82%)
NCR 5 (4%)
Hyderabad 5.9 (68%)
Mumbai 4.2 (23%)
Pune 4.4 (54%)
Ahmedabad 1.3 (44%)
Kolkata 0.8 (45%)
Total 33.4(27%)
*(YoY % change)

Rathi, who heads research at
KnightFrankIndia,explained.

Others agreed. “The third
party IT services companies
did notexpand much in 2023,

“Itisdependenton achange
in the economic scenario
globally. I see an improve-
ment happening between
12-18 months,” Sharma said.
The outlook for Bengalu-
ru’s office market remains
positive. “The acceleration
of return to office by firms
and the growth in India fac-
ing businesses along with
stable business inflow from
the western developed mar-
kets into India, should sup-
port the growth in the office
market demand in the near
term,” Shantanu Mazumder,
Knight Frank Executive Di-
rector for Bengaluru, said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1 &4, Jan.4, 2024
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this decline is primarily be-
cause of that,” Rohan Shar-
ma, senior director, research,
at property consultancy JLL
said.

This crunch in leasing re-
quirementwas however cush-
ioned by flexible workspaces,
India facing businesses of
multinational conglomerates
and global capability centres,
the report noted. As a result,
Bengaluru retained its lead-
ership position to top overall
office leasing among the top
eight markets in 2023 at 12.5
million square feet.

The city also sold 54,046
residential units in the whole
of 2023 -- the highest in the
past nine years, accompanied
bya7%annual surgein prices.

With a fresh supply of 13.4

mnsq ft of office space during
last year, unsold inventory
currently stands at 215 million
square feet.

According to the report,
the average transacted rent-
als in the city grew by 6.6%
year-on-year to Rs 86.4 persq
ft a month in 2023. While the
micro markets of peripheral
businessdistricteastand Out-
erRing Road recorded signifi-
cantrental growth, the central
business district commanded
the highest rental range of Rs
110-195 a square fta month.

Experts who spoke to DH
cited at least a six-month pe-
riod before IT services com-
panies may report a recovery
in their share of overall office
spaceleasing.

» Office space, Page 4
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- Devolution: Karnataka's tax pie shrinks

Tax share over the years

Statesharelessin
2023-24 compared
tobyrsago

BHARATH JOSHI
BENGALURU, DHNS

arnataka could havere-

K ceived over Rs 58,000
rore under devolution

of taxes this fiscal going by
pastallocations but the state’s

shareislower thanwhatitwas
five years ago, an analysis of

Year Share Received Year Share Received

2015-16 Rs24,789.78cr Rs23,983.34cr  2020-21 Rs28,591cr Rs 21,694 cr
2016-17 Rs26,978.84cr Rs28,759.94cr 2021-22 Rs24,273cr Rs 33,284 cr
2017-18 Rs31,908.05cr Rs31,751.96c¢r 2022-23 Rs29,783cr Rs 34,596 cr
2018-19 Rs36,215.28cr Rs35,984.83cr 2023-24 Rs37,252cr Rs21,931.74cr*
2019-20 Rs39,806.26cr Rs30,919cr 15th FC will continue into 2024-25 and 2025-26

Source: Finance Department *up to Nov
Withthe Uniongovernment debatehassprungbacktolife, aretakenawaybythenorthern

appointing economist Arvind
Panagariya as the head of the
16th Finance Commission,
which will determine how
central taxes are distributed

with Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, too, joining it.

On Thursday, Siddara-
maiah stoked the ‘north ver-
sus south’debate and said the

states. He said that Karnataka
gets back only 15 paise for ev-
ery rupee it pays as tax while
Bihar receives Rs 7.06 and
Uttar Pradesh Rs 2.73.

budget documents shows. among states, the devolution southern states paytaxesthat » Devolution, Page5
Continued...
Devolution, from Page 1 Numbersrevealthechasm. and 2020, the state received
In 2015-16, the state’ssharein  Rs 1.51 lakh crore, a shortfall
“Karnataka’s paradox:Second taxeswasRs24,789.78 crore. 0fRs8,299.14 crore.
in GST collections, lastin re- This rose to Rs 39,806.26 The 14th Finance Commis-

ceiving grants,” he said.

Between 2020 and 2022,
under the 15th Finance Com-
mission, Karnataka received
Rs 89,574 crore under devo-
lution. While thisis more than
the budget estimates, Karna-
taka has accused the Union
government of shrinking the
divisible poolitself.

“Outofthe total collection,
a large portion of money is
left out of the divisible pool
by considering itas cess. And
cess is retained 100% by the
Union government. We're
asking the 16th Finance
Commission to bring cess
under the divisible pool,” a
top finance department offi-
cial said.

crore in 2019-20. That’s a
compounded annual growth
rate (CAGR) of nearly 10%. At
the same CAGR, Karnataka’s
share in taxes for 2023-24
should havebeenRs58,131.76
crore in 2023-24. But the
state’s share is Rs 37,252
crore — lower than what it
wasin 2019.

It must be noted that tax
collections of states and the
Union government dropped
sharply in 2020-21 due to the
pandemic-induced loss of eco-
nomic activities.

While Karnataka should
have received Rs 1.59 lakh
crore under devolution of tax-
esasfixed by thel4th Finance
Commission between 2015

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&5, Jan.5, 2024

19

sion gave Karnataka a share
0f4.71% in the divisible pool of
taxes. The state’s share came
downto 3.64%under the15th
Finance Commission.

Siddaramaiah targeted
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and said his home state
Gujarat saw a 51% rise in
devolution, from Rs 23,489
crorein 2018-19 to Rs 35,525
crore.

“The BJP government is
cutting Karnataka’s tax share
to fund development in Guja-
rat. The southern states pay
taxes, which are snatched by
thenorthernstates,”Siddara-
maiah said. “Is this your Guja-
ratmodel? What'sin this false
model for Kannadigas?”



KSRTC’s new year plan: 2,000
new buses and cashless travel

The corporation will also add 1,000 refurbished buses and introduce a mobile app

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he Karnataka State
I Road  Transport
Corporation

(KSRTC) has big expansion
plans for 2024. It intends
to induct 2,000 new buses,
including 500 e-buses, and
to also introduce VTMS
(Vehicle Tracking & Moni-
toring System), a mobile
app, and cashless travel
this year.

Anbu Kumar, Managing
Director, KSRTC, said that
the KSRTC will add 20 Am-
bari Utsav, 20 Airavat Club
Class, 100 Pallaki buses
which fall in the non-AC
sleeper category, 1000
point to point Karnataka
Sarige buses and 500 elec-
tric buses. Apart from this
Mr. Kumar added that
1000 refurbished buses
will be added to the fleet in
2024.

Following the launch of
Shakti that provides free
travel to women in State-
owned non-premium tran-
sport corporation buses,
there’s been a significant
demand for KSRTC buses,
particularly in rural areas.
A senior official said that
the plan to induct 1000
Karnataka Sarige buses will
improve rural connectivity
in the State and it will also
help the beneficiaries of
the scheme. After the Kar-

AEL5 s

Currently, the four RTCs operate 23,989 buses across the State. FILE PHOTO

nataka government
launched the  Shakti
scheme, the four corpora-
tions (KSRTC, the BMTC,
the NWKRTC, and the
KKRTC) planned to pro-
cure 3,888 new buses. Cur-
rently, the four RTCs oper-
ate 23,989 buses across the
State with an average run
of 65.02 lakh kilometres
per day. Meanwhile, it is
not clear as to how many
buses will be taken off
roads this year in light of
the recent High Court or-
der, which said KSRTC
should obtain fitness certif-
icate for its buses from the
Regional Transport Offic-
ers (RTOs) every year.

Cashless travel
In response to passengers’

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Jan. 5, 2024

growing demand for a
cashless travel experience,
KSRTC is set to transition
to a cashless system in
2024. Mr. Kumar said, “We
plan to introduce cashless
payment options, allowing
passengers to use UPI,
ATM, debit, or credit cards
to make ticket payments.”
The corporation has
outlined plans to prioritise
the enhancement of infor-
mation technology. To be-
nefit passengers, it aims to
implement VTMS (Vehicle
Tracking & Monitoring Sys-
tem) across its fleet and is
scheduled to launch a ded-
icated KSRTC mobile app
this year. According to Mr.
Kumar, the ‘Namma Cargo’
parcel services, launched
last month, are set to ex-

pand from the current fleet
of 20 trucks to 500 by the
end of the year.

Meanwhile, the KSRTC
has also waived 10,364 dis-
ciplinary cases against em-
ployees with minimal pe-
nalties, facilitating the
return of 425 drivers to
work. Additionally, the cor-
poration has secured 50
national and international
awards in the year 2023,
according to officials.

The Corporation recent-
ly wrapped up the ‘Labour
Welfare Year’ in 2023, im-
plementing initiatives fo-
cused on improving the
welfare of its employees.
During the year, 1 crore
was allocated to the fami-
lies of deceased employees
as relief.

Back to Contents




EDUCATION

Govt. announces salary
hike for guest lecturers

Now, they are getting remuneration from a minimum 26,000 to 332,000 per month and with

the revision, they will get 31,000 to 37000 per month, effective from January 2024

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he Karnataka go-
Tvernment has de-
cided to revise the

remuneration for guest fa-
culty working in various
government first-grade col-
leges, government engi-
neering colleges, and poly-
technics across the State by
up to 35,000 per month
and give a lump sum
amount of about %5 lakh as
a retirement benefit if they
have served for at least 10
years. Health insurance of
5 lakh has also been
assured.

Now, guest lecturers are
getting remuneration on
the basis of their educa-
tional qualification and se-
niority, from a minimum
326,000 to 32,000 per
month. With the revision,
they will get 331,000 to
%37,000 per month, effec-
tive from January 2024.

Speaking at a press con-
ference after holding a
meeting with guest lectur-
ers at Vikas Soudha, High-
er Education Minister M.C.
Sudhakar said guest lectur-
ers have been protesting
since this November 23, for
the fulfilment of many de-
mands, including their ser-
vices being made perma-
nent. This has affected
academic activities in col-
leges. The revision will be
applicable to all the guest
lecturers working under
the Collegiate Education
Department and Technical
Education Department.

1
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o

Afile photo of a protest rally by guest lecturers in Bengaluru.

On health insurance, he
said if the premium of
%400 per month is paid by
the guest lecturers, the go-
vernment will pay the re-
maining premium amount.
“Including increasing of re-
muneration, health insu-
rance and retirement be-
nefit for the guest
lecturers, a total of ¥ 132
crores will be burden for
the government,” Dr. Sud-
hakar said.

5% weightage

To help them in future go-
vernment recruitments, he
added that 5% weightage
would be given to guest
lecturers based on seniori-
ty who have served for
about 10 years, while re-
cruiting assistant profes-
sors in the Collegiate Edu-
cation Department and the
Technical Education De-

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Dec. 30, 2023
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partment.

The government also
decided to provide one
day’s leave per month to
the guest lecturers with 15
hours per week.

Earlier, the BJP govern-
ment had said they could
not retain the services of
guest lecturers as per a re-
port by an expert commit-
tee.

“There are many legal
complications. But our go-
vernment has honestly ful-
filled their other fair de-
mands. So, the guest
lecturers should give up
their strike and report to
work from January 1. If it
fails, the government will
take strict action. Also,
around 30,000 applied for
the post of guest lecturer
this year, and we have
around 10,000 second list
of guest lecturers.”

He warned that if the

guest lecturers continued
their strike, the govern-
ment would definitely ap-
point the guest lecturers,
who are on the second list
of selection.

Protest to continue
Despite the hike, the guest
faculties are not happy
with the government’s de-
cision. The Government
First Grade Colleges Guest
Lecturers’ Association has
decided to continue the
protest.

Speaking to The Hindu,
association president Ha-
numanthagowda R. Kalma-
ni said their major demand
is job security, which has
not been met. “We will
hold padayatra from Sidda-
ganga Mutt to Bengaluru
on January 1, 2024,” he
said.
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Karnataka orders uniform
fees, allows hike by 10%
annually in State-run varsities

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Following the report sub-
mitted by the Karnataka
State Higher Education
Council (KSHEC), the State
government has decided to
bring uniformity in fees for
various undergraduate
and postgraduate pro-
grammes and streamline
the examination system to
be applied equally to all 32
State-run universities. It
does not, however, apply
to universities teaching
professional courses.

A committee of academ-
icians and officers under
the chairmanship of Y.S.
Sidde Gowda, former V-P
of KSHEC, was constituted
to prepare a report to en-
sure uniformity in all the
universities under the pur-
view of the Higher Educa-
tion Department and regu-
lated under the Karnataka
State  Universities Act,

2000. The government or-
der dated October 16,
2023, stated that it has ac-
cepted the report.

What it will cost
According to the report,
various first-year bachelor
degree programmes will
cost between %11,700 and
330,700, ranging from BA
to BCA. The sub-commit-
tee headed by Bengaluru
City University Vice-Chan-
cellor Lingaraja Gandhi
made recommendations
on fee hike. It said that fee
could be increased by 10%
per annum or 20%-25% ev-
ery two years.

Citing reasons for the
need for hike, it said that
due to lack of accommoda-
tion, many universities
were paying rent for priv-
ate building which is high.

It also noted that the
cost of holding examina-
tions was borne by univer-
sities and it has been going

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Jan. 4, 2024
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up. The committee noted
that the number of stu-
dents in some unitary un-
iversities and new universi-
ties is less.

Therefore, income from
examination fee and other
sources is less, while main-
tenance and other costs is
high. Also, big universities
are now being divided and
their own resources are al-
so diminishing. The de-
mand and need for digiti-
sation is also an expensive
proposition, it noted.

The committee also re-
commended different pay
pattern for invigilators de-
pending upon the institu-
tions in A, B, and C catego-
ry cities. For instance, an
exam invigilator in a A ca-
tegory city will get 1,000
plus travel allowance,
while those in B category
will get ¥900, and C cate-
gory will get ¥800. Cur-
rently, it is ¥T800 for all invi-
gilators.
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With registrations low, govt.
to start awareness campaign
ahead of Yuva Nidhi launch

Only 32,184 candidates have registered for the scheme since the launch of the process in Dec. 2023

The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU
s the State govern-
A ment readies to
launch Yuva Nidhi,
financial assistance

scheme for unemployed
graduate and diploma hol-
ders, on January 12 at Shi-
vamogga, efforts are on to
register more eligible can-
didates under the scheme.

Yuva Nidhi is the fifth
and final guarantee, pro-
mised by the Congress
ahead of the Assembly
elections, being imple-
mented now.

As per government re-
cords, about 4.30 lakh
graduates and diploma
holders, who passed out in
the 2022-2023 academic
year, are eligible to apply.
As many as 32,184 candi-
dates have registered for
the scheme since the
launch of registration pro-
cess on December 27,
2023.

While Belagavi has re-
ported the highest registra-
tion among districts with

DS

TR

Minister for Medical Education and Skill Development Sharan

Prakash Patil attending a videoconference in Bengaluru on

Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

3,890, Kodagu district with
120 has the least.

While the government
estimates to spend about
%250 crore this year, the
scheme could cost 31,250
crore next year and 32,500
crore the year after. Grad-
uates and diploma holders
will get 33,000 and 1,500
per month, respectively,
for two years.

At a videoconference
with the Deputy Commis-
sioners and chief executive

Source: The Hindu, p.10, Jan. 5, 2024
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officers of zilla panchayats
on Thursday, Minister for
Skill Development and Li-
velihood Sharan Prakash
Patil sought the reason for
some districts falling be-
hind in the registration and
asked officials to intensify
the registration process.
He also asked officials to
hold meetings with the
heads of educational insti-
tutions and principals of
degree, engineering, medi-
cal colleges, and polytech-

AS per government
records, about 4.30
lakh graduates and
diploma holders are
eligible to apply

nics to increase the regis-
tration. Among others,
Ministers M.C. Sudhakar,
Madhu Bangarappa, and
Priyanka Kharge were pre-
sent in the meeting.

While directions were
given to give publicity to
the scheme using social
media platforms to reach
out to more candidates,
they were also asked to
utilise services of urban
and rural local bodies in
popularising the scheme.
Besides, officials were
asked to deploy publicity
materials in front of colleg-
es and gram panchayats.

The Minister also asked
the officials to take steps to
prevent registration on
fake certificates and docu-
ments, and directed them
to take strict action against
those indulging in fraudu-
lent practices.
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Is higher education out of touch with the skill requirements in the job market?

| PARLEY ‘

eports by private agencies state that
fewer than half of India’s graduates
were employable in 2021 According
to the Periodic Labour Force Survey,
the unemployment rate among graduates is
higher than in many other developing countries.
Students who enrelled in college during the
pandemic have now graduated and there are
concerns over their employability and the
quality of online education. Is higher education
in India out of touch with the skill requirements
in the job markets? Furgan Qamar and Santosh
Mehrotra discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by A.M. Jigeesh. Edited excerpts:

Has online learning impacted employability?

Santosh Mehrotra: There was a problem with
employability well hefore this craze for online
Jearning took off. It is important to understand
that those who have acquired or are acquiring
higher education are those who belong to at
Teast the top 20-30% of the income dis i
so they are relatively well off; a vast majority of
the country’s youth don’t even manage to enter
igher education. Hij i
rates are still about 27% (18-23-year-olds). In
2012, the unemployment rate among graduates
was 20%; it shot up to 34% in 2021. Among
postgraduates, it used to be 18% in 2012; it
doubled to nearly 37%. Why am [ saying this?
Because even before the online boom, the
problem with our education system was
structural. A major reason for this was the
‘massification of higher education between 2006
and 2018. Because of this, the number of private
colleges grew and quality deteriorated. State
governments, the Central government and the
University Grants Commission did not have the
capacity to regulate [them]. These universities
just became exam-giving institutions. Online
education is an additional problem, which
perhaps Professor Qamar can speak about.

Furqan Qamar: Yes, educated people are not
getting jobs and therefore unemployment is an
issue. But if graduates are not getting jobs in
India, that could also be because the economy is
not creating any jobs. That is why we have so
many graduates leaving the country in search of
better opportunities abroad.

Online learning did cause learning losses. We
‘meet students who say that they missed a lot
[while studying from home] and that it was a
challenge to concentrate for long hours on
screen. There were learning deficiencies and
that has affected the abilities of these students to
acquire knowledge and become more
employable. Ed-tech companies are downsizing
as students themselves realised that such

GETTY IMAGES
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companies wouldn't serve their purpose.

You said that the economy is not creating
Jjobs. Agriculture is still the largest

and the sh:
of the sectorinp g

ee

Industrial Training Institutes have grown in
number as affiliated colleges have grown in
number at a phenomenal rate. When you get
this level of massification, the issue of quality
arises,

SANTOSH MEHROTRA

Industrial Research, Indian Council of Medical
Research, etc. This is problematic because these
public research institutions don't have the
mechanism of translating their research output
into actual usable products and processes which
can help ordinary people. The only way we are
going to solve this problem is by creating
institutions that convert patents or research
scientific research papers into products and
processes. Or universities have to be funded
more and industry will have to be associated
with this. Finally, unfortunately, our country still
doesn't have an industrial policy or a
manufacturing strategy. Young, educated

jobs is coming down. So, how can skill
enhancement in institutions of higher
education bring changes in primary sectors?

FQ: Agriculture in India remains largely
conventional. It has not become high tech, so
don’t see mainstream graduates joining
agricultural professions. Even in the services
sector, the jobs that are being created require a
high level of knowledge. But mast jobs, such as
of delivery boys, are not preferred jobs for
educated people although in the absence of
jobs, they might be found in these jobs.

Higher education institutions are essentially
knowledge institutions. When they create new

it leads to the of new

the possibilities of new
innovation, entrepreneurship, and start-ups.

SM: There are structural problems with the
higher education sector. One, our research and
development (R&D) expenditure as a proportion
of GDP is only 0.7%. In Korea, it is 4%. So, how
will new knowledge get created? Second,
globally, the private corporate sector accounts
for about 70% of total R&D expenditure; only
30% comes from the government. In India, the
public sector accounts for some 70% of the total
R&D expenditure and the private sector’s
contribution is relatively small. Private sector
jobs in research are not growing. Third, unlike in
the rest of the world, where most research takes
iversi of

are absorbed in high-value services.
There are 800 multinationals which have set up
their global hubs for research here. But the
value of that research flows abroad.

P
that India has a higher percentage of
employable women graduates than men. But
participation of women in the workforce is
very low. Does it have anything to do with
skill enhancement and opportunities for
education for women in India?

SM: Indeed, it does. India’s female labour force
parti n is among the lowest in the world.
It's as low as in Yemen and Saudi Arabia. But
let’s remember that girls are getting better
educated than before. India managed to rapidly
ensure gender parity at the secondary level,
which is unusual for its level of per capita
income. So, more and more women became
better educated and their aspirations are not to
get married immediately. But what are they
going to do if jobs are not growing?

This is the fourth year of the 2020 National
Education Policy, which promised
integration of skills with tr syllabi

it has led to controversies and confusion about
what higher education institutions should do.

Let me give an example. The policy clearly
said that there should be a common basis for
admitting students. It also mentioned that the
National Testing Agency would hopefully have
these systems and processes and that people
may want to use those scores as a basis for
selecting students. But then the policy
underscored that the decision whether to use
those scores or not would be left solely to
individual higher education research
institutions. That is a very good articulation as
far as the autonomy of higher education is
concerned. But then what we saw was that the
Central University Entrance Test was
introduced. Then we started talking about ‘one
nation, one examination’. So the higher
education system is quite confused.

This takes me back to an earlier question on
women. In engineering or in job-oriented
courses, women are in lower numbers than
boys, but on the whole, on average, there are
more women. But let’s talk of the larger issue of
social growth equity. Are Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, Muslims participating more in
higher education? They are now almost close to
as much as reservation provides, but they are
still far lower as compared to their share in the
population in the country. The policy doesn’t
talk about specific equity actions. The
intervention strategies for promoting
inclusiveness and equities for different sets of
people need to different.

India’s industrial training institutes (ITT) and
Polytechnic colleges were helping the poor
and marginalised students to learn some
skills. How are they placed to address this
issue of inequality in skilled employability?

SM: IT1s have grown in number as affiliated
colleges have grown in number at a phenomenal
rate. When you get this level of massification,
the issue of quality arises. This brings me back
to the NEP which exhorts the country to go from
the current level of 27% of gross enrolment ratio
in higher education to 50% in a matter of
another 12 years. This is a bizarre goal and the
government has not increased allocations as to
achieve this. I have an alternative: divert
students at the end of Class 10 and Class 12 away
from higher education towards ITls and better
ional training instituti And improve

and curricula. How do you assess the impact
of NEP in fulfilling these requirements?

FQ: The selective implementation of the policy
isa prn@lem. ‘Whatever is happening is

place in ies, a very smal i
public funding goes towards research within
universities. Most of it from government sources

goes towards the Council of Scientific and

Source: The Hindu, p.15, Jan. 5, 2024
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in the name of the policy, while the
policy may be providing different things. As a

result, we have not seen any substantive change
in the education system on the ground. Tnstead,

quality by engaging with industry and
employers.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
wavnw thehindu.com

Back to Contents
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Ahmedabad: At an Ahmed-
abad-based  pulmonologist
and chest physician’s clinic
on Friday, five of 10 patients
were to see the doctor due to
irritation in respiratory
tracts caused by dust.

Dr Gopal Raval explained
just why. “While some had co-
me for issues due to emis-
sions from constructionsites,
others werelivingnear thero-
ads with high traffic volume
and high concentration of
dust particles in the air. The
primary sign of dust-related
irritation is non-obstructive
chronic bronchitis where the
patients get a bad dry cough,
which isnot caused by any in-
fection,” Raval said.

Ahmedabad is not alone
in battling dust-induced he-
alth problems. A study by re-
searchers from IIT Delhi and
IIT Kanpur indicated that five
states contributed to 60% of
the country’s total dust emis-
sion in terms of both particu-
late matter (PM)10and 2.5.

The study prepared a
“comprehensive particulate
matter road dust emission in-
ventory” for 2022 using the ve-
hicle registration data from
1,352 RTOs in India. States
such as Rajasthan, Uttar Pra-

Environment

Raj, UP, Maha, K'taka and Guj
top dust emitters: lIT study

Patients Suffer Dust Mite Allergy, Respiratory Irritation: Docs

PM10 and PM2.5 <

5 STATES ACCOUNT FOR 60% OF EMISSIONS

emissions (kilotonnes/
year) in states of India

State PMI0 PM2.5 e
Rajasthan 193 46

up 172 41

Maha 166 40

K'taka 155 37

Gujarat 135 32

Kerala 76 18
TN 71 17
Punjab 69 16
MpP 54 13

' »J.‘.

STATES EXCEED WHO STANDARDS: “The

maximum recorded PM2.5 concentrations
arising from road dust alone exceeds annual
averaged WHO guidelines of 5 pg/m3 at ~75
% grids in India. Maximum PM2.5
concentrations exceed WHO limits in 55% of
Indian states,” says the study, suggesting
some of the factors responsible for high dust
particulate matters to be road conditions,
geological and climate conditions, and the
number of vehicles. The study also put the
approximate mortality nationally due to road
dust to about 10,000.

GOOD TO USE A MASK: Dr Shachi Dave, a city-based
pulmonologist, said that about 80% of the allergy cases
coming to her practice are due to dust mites. “These
allergy cases do not get triggered in specific seasons
such as winter, and often become a round-the-year
phenomenon. Those with the condition often
experience incessant sneezing, blocked nose,

rhinitis, etc. As we had experienced during the Covid
period, the use of masks and relatively better air
quality had done well for many patients with
respiratory illnesses,” she said. “Thus, if you are
exposed to a high amount of dust every day, the use of
masks can be suggested.”

desh, Maharashtra, Karnata-
kaand Gujaratemerged as the
predominant contributors to
road dust emissions. These

states not only exhibit eleva-
ted silt loading (sL) values but
also account for a substantial
proportion (43%) of the total

Source: The Times of India, p.7, Dec.30, 2023
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registered vehicles in India,
underscoring the pressing im-
perative for effective mitiga-
tion measures, the study said.



S0 AedVE) HoATTT Sc® IS | BT, 3 e doortobde 13.4 200¢° Spesros

20T mewm IORVNON0

= 8desf 0.8mY ler]
aatish kannale@timesgroup.com

xiozpa;g
L-plef ] UN)

0 N0 H23 FOGDH S207) 00,000 0D AGELEAL: BT

e iy

B2, A8%A 15 OF

3¢ dede
BgoNe),

‘orw WP, Lom T’ 20w
P Dolad o Bowrded FOoHY BORID0 2zn egebRdare
TN . ¢TI, Boriod dedd DT IO wrecfer RedRy
m:&;m odnenzy 020 TR, n::m{dsb_ aﬂ{ zsact&cx?_, [Z1~1-1)
cUn  =2RO% Ronedm TRBONS. LT, LUARVOD0 03 VY,
:zm* o5 e =0 SRR FANTS T2, InSE =of HIneR
@eohand. sk mamdig O, RIS T, 1 S| mOuh et gl
©eR Do ocd  Zoercd BIIRT TOLRENY o JO e SR S SRR Ok
Re6R -}Q SeodndPed .ws Tpeod TR SR STOR TpOAT CAIRT. SeuF§9,0.268 QoS
VOGRS, 4 P a@# 3ortes. TAT 70000 Ftitaom posd. ©wundoRebho IR,
Do H0 foadieddts  BTO 2OIECHD LeE Hom S0i S,
2 38 U000 epow T B dedo g densdy | SRBARO = 00253 SBNY JeD reazdes,
Sebh "o $r ' BRORY, 2023, ;;5 4;;;93‘; 9 (203¢%) TDedRe3esy Bo5a0
- eror Yo D e = o
\;»HB‘_SNJ:“D.- :rw oI wif, 3%&)&0’)0? BsEon 08 BESIE, Forteoodh FRRT 0.114 AR5 TR
TOMedRg, wv::mﬁ;g I3 SelaTf Re0R90.03 Aaeidabats pedoand PRI e = F2pd0hg vag a0 F3ww B HE
Fo3o0T 08 ECk TROOMEROD  0or0.063 Dok BEe s = & Bea0s. wYB oo, 38, Be.1 EHITA BeDS.
B3y 0 1w, SO '8 7
Fosh A T RS Ty weRAoRabo 60T ~RoBeEg 60t IROY, | segemouomnrecopid | 0.203
2 3 PR Raeet 5o Aodoo HodRen ZRTBIRG TodH
O, dowegs oot | o, und, Roboge S00md, BIIR, [ oo szaw@se 0.394 S '::; = m’” s
STy, A shol peteie, BURNND AW UIRTT | MERAD LI LD 0.365 .
dSar], ugNIAT) 2YAKY,  0.021 0T13.4 Dok 2. agh de 2eood e G 1 & 5670  70-80 SRFBY e0ogeriiened ood 3od
Lo Recd Inddored | SeRTEekRng e S A ek c Fworsade sdopRLIA. dalnd
o LdaRe hw, ed mmgq_ Zomst mé;d. 3 SN Ssang moEe Of Aralnt 0.113 drehriv edeerd e ofed Bde.
B0 *‘Mr{ 3 e BT 2 shomy, ZRERTT, $8, o AT dEodt 0.160 » Fo0Ben Ded oD Ded, WSERFIT,
, o7 ) )
i 535";':« '3; =‘~T~ TORSROTY 003953, ymher TRckIcd FRATS. | HOM00R Bortdd Aeed 0.268 Br>vss, DOPr Fdeckst Brdrot
[P Do ( aﬁu& BUAVODO BTOZTR, -mo.gRonab BeF S Z
DO oA, *og ; “ i, " £.6T° ZODEN IRFRT 12.126 = G, @9, SEensd Woun orbys, 3Ros
4, BT [ e s mec 13.397 Dodrivd e,

Source: Vijayakarnataka, p.3, Dec.30, 2023
Szohooed EN

Doy IFET S3ES | TR BRENFS

TTER, 3ed) SeF

(DI [D))

wém nedanods aodaoéeaﬁ z%os.racwaon@ BOSRRF

L] aq,s;om gZnef Boridecd
CaBY Sway, LBIENY eI ricdmdd
dobodren Bed IoZeps Wk, Sewef
Zoz038 Swews  2odeedlont (e:-maws
: Qeddodd  na)
TodeD Tgee O
$e3REQAS.
redm0dt =3
o3
TR/T ESCSES
333 e@%ﬁ Gagodrish fed abd) Gledeps
aoaa&oi)é 08 ;)d);sd nedmdE oY meadrish,
e, wa’mwﬂ@ aaeef Wﬁdﬁﬁa
oo, 8 Bxosnd)y deef BFIRY
©I30Y, 8od» Tueda B3 SebeZef Lemndesd
fepmagerdsd.  Soleedont  dZemedrt
Tz ¢, eDFQTATeRrdIS. Zdmesh Ida
Taed eugodd ricdedd SRDYEY Sdains
a3t Dogmh w0 33 FY shfrege

Tox,@9 398 o Seridd

Boeed evE kY 16 2RsHY 1279.10 283

B33 ried AR, Sowed SRBFCINS. JBEF evsend fcdmodst
291 HeAndRy 1264 o3d Ik, JREFSIYD evZw nedrdE 1383

rbarirgdy 5985 283 BriedRY Hoaech ARdUNE. AoHIRI? Feed Tway, wIe DI
uBNY MedmdE Smpod. $BE0e BIHYI, eFhah BB, oW relmdd cedit

2D F20E0 AT BeRTIBY 1507 LpeaferivRy T3

. 2,00 Tt 2,00 BT

S en0riRoReRns. aoesl 0033 AR, Toe Svaks add Sa (2021-22, 22-23)i¥g
som, e ©30Y HesmOsab 24 Bedkrivay B3 FeY, 6.83 0F d. Hor D et 20
o33 BRTOANS. Bepricdrddod 1,083 Zedterish Bdoinns. 13.98 deeis da. Gor HRed
358, 354 SeEgbrvEy Beres, SO rdmOab 565 BeTERYY SI@> &exts da.
58 Bor SRACNE. eeeany by 147 Redgsdh RABeNS.

TG TNOB.BIYOD  BTFEY  BAXIoZRS
&503 xmaaag RNE. SYIe e3¢ Ddobgde
oaﬂ Sorbsl 50 oIRISAR S

msdcs eRgRan e smod ,qomobmmd
WOBHES, ID DY) DIYIF TR
Sdmerbzad o awesl Sweorw 3928,

Beedf Beg: worieledh Frid, Ho. BRI
) deeend BYrYY FNee o rcdneodn
OTFBNY. SuS B JIREd TR
2P, 0-TUoE OB  IRRERLE.
egde oD e s dogt edwd
3028 ST @BedrivRy Bseed noedTen

Bengaluru Edition

Jan 1, 2024
Powered

Page No. 2

by : eReleGo.com

Toricdedt. sbedh BYNYY Feord, RN
HMONON Je&ed 34.08 BIwE 83x° OIS
B8 womedIoNG. & F3 14.55 TBF
B Q0.73,00¢ Tedodnhay, wd adnd
I DOW, IWNDHTBIY RAI DO
F00RrHEE Qom Seonsh 8923,

Dozeced fed) red Foed LedHIBL
et IeIE BecRrdy eSO =Rd
nedmodd SBDIOIEI, B Bjew dpe®
B0eg §i3Begoha.

ooy BRoToSD Sogdy Borsted Snid
Bep SRodbY 3 ddmoE It Idedd
deea® Jdee Ssmond eCoPdd. ID I
S8 wod Fodd eng3 Admod dhg
FDIHIOD), TS AeedE AYOT. Bweg
08 6gdd Fabieod FIVaReWwyBRY.
202 Cfm o3 mAsoUbyd. mAe O
ZomaN smabrieed, 8 Ogmd 3 Bdobd
D303eRrbS omd BwRel Seorith DSOS,

Source: Vijayavani, p.2, Jan.1, 2024

30



Delhi leads south Asian countries in night
temp rise with a 2°C spike in last 23 years

Parth.Shastri@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: Surat and Ah-
medabad have recorded a rise
of 1.94 degree and 1.9 degree
Celsius innight temperatures,
respectively, from 2000 to 2023,
according to a study that
attributes the warmer winters
inthetwo Gujaratcitiesandel-
sewhere in the country partly
to a surface urban heat island
(SUHI) effect.

Under this phenomenon, ci-
ties become warmer than their
peripheries. The night tempe-
rature increases in Surat and
Ahmedabad were the second
and third highest after Delhi,
which recorded a rise of 2 deg-
rees among 20 cities in the stu-
dy by ateam from IIT-Dhanbad.

Little wonder then that this
New Year’s Day on Monday,
Ahmedabad recorded a mini-
mum temperature of 16.2 deg-
rees Celsius, 3.9 degrees above
normal. In fact, the first two
months of winter in the city -
and Gujarat at large -- have not
seen any cold wave. The lowest
minimum temperature for De-
cember 2023 was 13.3 degrees
in Ahmedabad compared to 9.2
degrees in December 2022.

That isnot all - the trapped
heat in the urban environ-
ment has also given rise to the
SUHI effect. On that count, Ah-
medabad had the second hig-
hest value of 1.7 degrees (diffe-
rence between core and perip-
hery minimum temperatures)
after2.2degrees in Jaipur.

The study - titled “Spatial
Characteristics and Temporal
Trend of Urban Heat Island Ef-
fect over Major Cities in India
Using Long-Term Space-Based

[GLOBAL WARMING IS FOR REAL

CHANGE IN NIGHT-TIME
TEMPERATURES

(Land surface temperature) based
on the linear trend from 2000-2023

City |Difference (in °C)

DELHI
Surat
Ahmedabad
Lucknow
Pune
Hyderabad
Jaipur
Kanpur
Mumbai
Bengaluru
Coimbatore

Chennai

HEAT IS ON | WHAT THE DATA SUGGESTS

@ Annual night temperatures
were found to be rising in all
cities, and the highest warming
based on a statistically
significant trend was observed
in Ahmedabad and Delhi during
the May to July months (3.7
degrees and 3 degrees
respectively)

@ Night surface urban heat
island (SUHI) for April to June,
representing pre-monsoon and
onset of monsoon for the top 10
cities ranged from 0.9t0 2.3
degrees, and for winter months,
from 1.4 to 2.6 degrees

® Kolkata, Surat, Lucknow, and
Dhanbad showed a positive daytime
SUHI while Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Hyderabad, Ahmedabad,
Pune, Jaipur and Kanpur showed a
negative daytime SUHI in pre-
monsoon to monsoon onset months

@ Inland cities and coastal cities
showed different patterns of average
daytime and nighttime LST patterns —
cities such as Delhi, Kanpur, and
Jaipur had two peaks with dips during
monsoon and winter, whereas
Mumbai, Chennai, and Coimbatore
among others showed the highest
peak during post-monsoon months

NIGHT-TIME SURFACE
THERMAL ANOMALY
SHOWING SUHI EFFECT

City |Value* (in °C)

Jaipur
Ahmedabad
DELHI
Lucknow
Hyderabad
Kanpur
Surat

Pune
Bengaluru
Kolkata
Chennai

*Value indicates average land surface
temperature (urban) - average land
surface temperature (rural)

MODIS Land Surface Tempe-
rature Observations
(2000-2023) - was published re-
cently in the journal Applied
Sciences. Its authors included
Suren Nayak, Arya Vinod, and
Anup Krishna Prasad from II'T
Dhanbad and Utkal University.

The study took into acco-
unt data from MODIS (or Mo-
derate Resolution Imaging
Spectroradiometer) on Terra
and Aqua satellites of NASA
from 2000 to 2023 for 20 South
Asian cities from India, Pakis-
tan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh,
and Myanmar.

“Major cities like Delhi,
Ahmedabad and Surat, which

have been rapidly expanding
over thelast twodecades, show
much higher temperatures
compared to the surrounding
non-urban areas. For instan-
ce, in February and March,
Ahmedabad shows the hig-
hest SUHI (2.81°C and 3.09°C)
compared to other cities,” Pra-
sad, associate professor at II'T
Dhanbad and one of the stu-
dy’sauthors, told TOI.
AccordingtoPrasad, theto-
tal change in night surface
temperature from May to July
in Ahmedabad is highest at
3.7°C among the top 20 popula-
ted cities in Indiaand itsneigh-
bours. “Delhi was the second

Source: The Times of India, p.5, Jan.2, 2024

31

highestat3.01°C,” he said.
Theresearchers added that
evenas Ahmedabad isrelative-
ly close tothe coast, the highest
SUHI during February and
March compared to landlock-
edcitieslike Delhiisalarming.
They added thatanother factor
isrise in temperatures and SU-
HIeven in Tier 2 and 3 cities of
India with rapid expansion.
Ahmedabad was the first city
in South Asia to introduce a
Heat Action Plan (HAP).
Public health experts cau-
tion that the rise in temperatu-
res has a range of implica-
tions, ranging from heat fati-
gue to reduction in productivi-

ty. “We do not have substantial
data in heat stroke and heat-re-
lated ailments but with the ove-
rall rise in temperatures -- 2023
was one of the hottest years on
record - implications of rising
heat would add to the health
burden,” said an expert.
Another aspect of the rise
in temperatures is increased
energy bills (fan, air-conditio-
ning and coolers), especially
during warmer months from
March to June in cities like
Ahmedabad. Experts sugges-
ted mitigating measures such
as improved urban planning,
better building materials and
passive cooling techniques.
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Bengaluru sees warmest
Decemberinadecadein2023

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

Bengaluru sawitswarmest De-
cemberinlOyearsin 2023. Ac-
cording to data from the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), the city recorded an
average temperature of 23.15
degrees Celsius in December
2023. A decade ago, in 2013,
the average temperature for
the month hovered around 22
degrees Celsius.

Whilethe morning tempera-
tures remained close to 27°C,
the temperature during the
night seems to have increased
by nearly three degrees Cel-

Continued...

sius, from 15.9°C in Dec 2013
t018.6°Cin Dec 2023.

Scientists attributed the
rise to the El Nino effect. “The
morning temperature has
more or less remained close to
theaverage. But thenight tem-
peratureiswhathascaused the
average temperature to go up.
We predict that this might be
due to the El Nino effect,” A
Prasad, seniorscientist at IMD
(Bengaluru), told DH.

El Nino is a weather phe-
nomenon during which the
temperatures in the central
and eastern equatorial Pacific
Oceanrise.

» Temperature, Page 5
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Bengaluru sees warmest
Decinadecadein2023

Temperature, from Page 1

Whilethewinter temperatures
haverisen, monsoons havealso
beenbad. Withjust1020.2mm
of rainfall in 2023, Bengaluru
recorded the lowest annual
rainfall in three years.

While 474.6 mm of rainfall
was recorded between June
and September (southwest
monsoon), 202.9 mm of rain-
fall was recorded in October
and November (northeast
monsoon). The entire year,
the cityhad only 54 rainy days.

A few experts said that the
changing weather patterns
could be an indication that
climate change was gripping
the city. However, a few others

maintained that a few vari-
abilities were common and a
deeper analysis of thedata was
required.

“La Nina and EI Nino seem
to haveanimpactonthe weath-
er patterns across the globe.
While therising temperatures
are an indication of climate
change, there is a need for
more study in the area,” said a
senior researcher who did not
want to be named.

The IMD has predicted that
warmer temperatures might
continue through January
and February. Temperatures,
especiallyin the evening hours,
are expected to be at least two
degrees Celsius more than
normal.

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 1& 5, Jan.2, 2024
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Minister asks officials to
remove encroachment on
2 lakh acres of forestland

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Forest Minister Esh-
war Khandre on Tues-
day directed officials
to remove the en-
croachment on nearly
2 lakh acres of fores-
tland in Karnataka and
prioritise removal of
large-scale
encroachments.

“Despite various le-
gislations, about 2 lakh
acres of forestland has
been encroached.
There is a need to re-
move big encroach-
ments on forestland
around Bengaluru city
and forestland near
other cities. Already
400 crore worth of
forestland that was en-
croached near Kotha-
nur has been taken
back, and criminal cas-
es have been filed
against revenue offi-
cials who had convert-
ed the land,” he told
presspersons here af-
ter holding discussions
with senior forest
officials.

He said that while
the population of wild
animals is increasing,
forest area is not in-
creasing resulting in
man-animal conflicts.

He said that under

Govt. may set deadline to
return wildlife trophies

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government
is contemplating pro-
viding a three-month
window to return wil-
dlife trophies such as
deer horn, tiger claw,
jewellery made out of
elephant hair and oth-
ers to the government.

Forest Minister Esh-
war Khandre said that
the window for the pe-
ople to declare and
keep them is over de-
cades back, and that
there are views that it
can only be returned
to the government.

Population of
wild animals is
increasing, but
forest area is not:
Eshwar Khandre

the Forest Act, 1980,
those applications that
were submitted within
the prescribed dea-
dline for regularisation
of encroachment of
forestland had to be
disposed off, and that

“In  this  back-
ground, discussions
are on with law de-
partment. A three-
month deadline for a
last time will be given
to the public to return
it to the government. A
prompt effort would
be made to find a solu-
tion,” he said.

Sources said that
opportunity has been
given thrice in the past
for the people to de-
clare and keep tro-
phies. In recent chang-
es to legislation,
keeping wildlife items
has been made an of-
fence, sources said.

there are 13,155 cases
pertaining to 31,684
acres of which patta
can be given for about
7,000 acres.

Directions have
been given to clear the
remaining  applica-
tions, he said, adding
that officials have been
asked not to inconve-
nience those who hvae
built homes or cultiv-
ating in less than 3 acre
area.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Jan. 3, 2024
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Forest dept reclaims 7 acres
of Turahalli woodland

Action follows
minister’s directive
B

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

he Bengaluru division

I of the Forest Depart-

ment on Wednesday

reclaimed over seven acres of

land, valued at Rs 60 crore, in
the Turahallireserve forest.

The land has been en-
croached by the head of a re-
ligious organisation for more
thansixyears, despite eviction
orders.

In an early morning oper-
ation, N Raveendra Kumar,
Deputy Conservator of For-
ests, Bengaluru Urban, along
with Assistant Conservator
of Forests (ACF) Suresh and
Range Forest Officer (RFO)
Govindaraj, razed structures
on the contested land, span-
ning various survey numbers
in south Bengaluru’s BM Ka-
val and Mailsandra villages.

The action followed Forest,
Ecology, and Environment
Minister Eshwar B Khan-
dre’s directive to recover en-
croached forests near urban
areas.

Regarding the operation,
Khandre said land prices are
surging and vested interests
are encroaching precious

U

A view of the Turahalli forest. bH FILE PHOTO

forestareasnear urban areas.
“The department is responsi-
ble for safeguarding forests
andtheenvironment,”he said.
“I have instructed officials to
recover land where eviction
orders have been issued.”

In 2017, the ACF, Bengalu-
ru South sub-division, issued
eviction orders to Madhu-
sudhananandapuri Swami,
the head of Omkar Ashram
in Kengeri, to vacate 8 acres
12 guntas of land.

Of this, 7 acres and 17 gun-
tas lay in the buffer zone, and
the remainder was within the
core area of the Turahalli Re-
serve Forest.

Swami contested the evic-
tion, claiming that the land
was not forested, and the
buffer zone had been decid-
ed without a joint survey. He
alleged that the RFOreached
conclusions without conduct-
ingajoint survey.

However, the RFO in Kag-
galipura produced a govern-

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 2, Jan.4, 2024
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ment notification declaring
theland parcels as state forest
with supporting sketches.

The RFO highlighted the
construction of a building in
violation of forest regulations
causing environmental dam-
age, asking the encroacher to
pay Rs 24.27 lakh.

The Forest Department’s
eviction order in 2017 fol-
lowed a high-level committee
report on encroachments,
coupled with a joint survey
revealing the extent of the
encroachment.

On December 29, SS Ling-
araja, the then Chief Conser-
vator of Forest, Bengaluru
Circle, dismissed the swami’s
appeal after verifying docu-
ments.

“Theappellanthasalso con-
structedabuildinginviolation
of the forest regulations and
causing damage to the natu-
ral forest,” the order noted,
directing officials to recover
the forested area.

Back to Contents
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Paediatric surgeons want every
medical college to have an

exclusive surgery unit

NATIONAL PAEDIATRIC SURGERY DAY

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

With birth defects and pae-
diatric surgical issues ac-
counting for a significant
proportion (as high as 10%)
of infant deaths, paediatric
surgeons have proposed
that a Paediatric Surgery
unit be made available in
all medical colleges.

December 29 is ob-
served as National Paedia-
tric Surgery Day. This
year’s theme for Paediatric
Surgery Day emphasises
the critical need for pae-
diatric surgeons in all
districts.

In the government sec-
tor in Karnataka, paedia-
tric surgery units are avail-
able only in the State-run
medical colleges in Benga-
luru, Mysuru, Vijaynagar
in Ballari and Hubballi.
Although a lot of private
medical colleges have such
units, affordability is an is-
sue for many.

Lack of recognition
Anand Alladi, Professor
and Head of the Depart-
ment of Paediatric Surgery
at Bangalore Medical Col-
lege and Research Institute
(BMCRI), told The Hindu
that paediatric surgery as a
super speciality is yet to be
recognised.

“The number of under-
graduates choosing to spe-
cialise in Paediatric Sur-
gery is very low. This is
mainly because many hos-
pitals do not have Paedia-
tric Surgery units. As a re-
sult, parents consult adult
surgeons for paediatric
anomalies, but children
are not mini-adults,” Dr. Al-
ladi said.

Pointing out that BMCRI
and Indira Gandhi Institute
of Child Health together
conduct around 5,000

e

The number of
undergraduates
choosing to specialise in
Paediatric Surgery is
very low. This is mainly
because many hospitals
do not have Paediatric
Surgery units. As a result,
parents consult adult
surgeons for paediatric
anomalics, but children
are not mini-adults.
ANAND ALLADI

Professor and Head of the

Department of Paediatric Surgery
at BMCRI

paediatric surgeries a year,
the doctor said neonatal
congenital anomalies, of-
ten referred to as birth de-
fects, have a variety of
causes ranging from preg-
nancy or birth complica-
tions to genetic malforma-
tions to viral infections in
utero. In many cases, ho-
wever, a congenital anoma-
ly may have no known
cause.

“If picked up early and
treated appropriately, the
potential for recovery in
such children is very
good,” he said.

“The National Medical
Commission (NMC) has al-
lotted 10% of beds in each
medical college for Paedia-
tric Surgery, but not all col-
leges have paediatric sur-
geons. Children constitute
40% of the population, and
we request the NMC to in-
crease the Paediatric Sur-
gery bed allotment and al-
so ensure that surgery unit
is made available for the
children at peripheral
areas,” he said.

Insurance issues
According to the Indian As-
sociation of Paediatric Sur-

geons (IAPS), another
pressing concern is the fi-
nancial support and insu-
rance coverage for birth
defects, particularly exter-
nal defects which are cur-
rently excluded by insu-
rance companies.

“This is in contrast to
developed countries
where there is no such rid-
er. Even within India, State
and central insurance
schemes (Ayushman Bha-
rat) do cover birth defects.
However, the packages are
low and do not cover the
entire surgery cost in priv-
ate empanelled hospitals,”
Dr Alladi said. In a state-
ment, IAPS president Ra-
mesh Babu said that an in-
clusive insurance policy
addressing all birth defects
is imperative.

For prevention
Prevention of birth defects
is another goal of [APS. “A
significant causative factor
of many birth defects, in-
cluding a few crippling
ones like spine defect, is
the deficiency of Folic Acid
Vitamin in the expecting
mother. By the time preg-
nancy is diagnosed and fol-
ic acid supplementation
started by health centres,
most of the organs of the
baby are already formed,
and it becomes too late to
prevent defects,” the doc-
tor said.

“If folic acid supple-
ments are given before
conception, the levels
needed to prevent birth
defects become significant.
This needs a prompt re-
form of fortification of cer-
tain food items. Tea with
folic acid fortification is
emerging as a cost-effec-
tive and game-changing
strategy to prevent birth
defects. We strongly re-
commend the government
to study the feasibility of
this preventive measure,”
he added.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Dec. 30, 2023
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Atlife’s dawn: Preterm babies
suffer obstacles in medical care

Addressing
India’shigh

rates of preterm
birthandinfant
mortality requires
urgentactionon
women’s health
and medical
infrastructure

SHRUTHI H M SASTRY
BENGALURU, DHNS

octorsat the high-risk preg-

nancy ward (HRP) at Vani

Vilas Hospital, in Bengalu-

ru, move swiftly from one

patient to another, chalking
outa plan of action for women about to
gointo labour. The ward s filled with
pregnantwomen with hypertension,
diabetes, anaemia and other comor-
bidities.

INSIGHT

Assignificant portion of women
from this ward go into labour before
the completion of 37 weeks of preg-
nancy, giving birth to preterm babies.
Twenty-seven-year-old Vasantha from
Bengaluru Rural was one of many
patients recently admitted to the hos-
pital due to high blood pressure. The
doctors gave her immediate medical
attention and she was able to deliver
her baby safely, albeit prematurely at
seven months.

“I'started vomiting and had devel-
oped high blood pressure. We went to
the government hospital in Nela-
mangala. From there, they sent us
to Bengaluru in anambulance,” says
Vasantha, while she recuperates in the
postnatal ward.

Vani Vilas sees hundreds of patients
from inand around the city, many of
whom are sent here on referrals from
other government hospitals. Accord-
ing to the medical staff, the hospital
roughly conducts about 1,200 to 1,400
deliveries every month, of which about
40% are preterm deliveries.

Arecent World Health Organisa-
tionreport, ‘Born too soon: A decade
of action on preterm birth’, points out
that India witnessed the highest num-
ber of preterm births in 2020 (3.02
million, accounting for more than 23%
of all preterm births worldwide).

The reportalso cites preterm birth
as the single largest cause of mortality
in children under five years. “Neonatal
conditions are also the leading cause
of lost human capital in the most
recent estimates of the global disease
burden,” the report says.

Aspecial
newborn care
unitat the
government
district
hospital at
Chikkaballapur
district.
DHPHOTO/
BKJANARDHAN

In 2020, an estimated one million
newborns died due to complications
arising from preterm birth, account-
ing for one baby every 40 seconds,
according to the report.

Several factors may cause preterm
births including, early and (when the
mother is under 18) late pregnancies
(above 35 years), obesity and low BMI
in pregnant women, anaemia, diabe-
tes, stress, urinary tract infections and
hypertension among other reasons.

Both urban and rural women are
atrisk of preterm deliveries says Dr

Hema Divakar, a senior gynaecologist.
“Anaemia occurs in urban women

too due to dietary choices. Obesity is
another problem. Further, fertility
treatments such as IVF hasten the
chance of multiple pregnancies and
increases preterm deliveries,” she
observes.

Ensuring safe preterm births re-
quires the right kind of infrastructure
at the right time as such newborns are
ata high risk of respiratory complica-
tions and other comorbidities.

» Preterm babies, Page 2

Create neonatal transport corridors

sonnel tooperate themand interact with

resort for peoplein Chikkaballapur. How-

procedures for preterm b

notbe Str

the doctor-patient re-

Theincidence of anaemia and hyperten-

According to data from the National
Health Mission (NHM), neonatal mor-
tality in India is 23 per 1,000 live births
at present. The global goal is to bring it
under 10 mortalities by 2030. The Un-
ion government has put in place several
maternaland infant care programmesto
reduce mortality and improve maternal
health over the pastdecade.

The state government has also put in
placeathree-level healthcare system, ex-
plains Dr Basavaraj, deputy director of
childhealthin Karnataka. Newborn care
cornersar ilabl 11 d _ypmum

patients were absent. A case in point is
the Gudibande Taluk Hospital in Chik-
kaballapur district.

The hospital has one paediatrician, a
gynaecologist and an anaesthetist. One
staffmemberexplainsjusthowstretched
theyareformanpower: “When the gynae-
cologist is off duty and a high-risk preg-
nancy case arrives, weimmediately refer
them to the district hospital as we do not
wanttoriskthesafety ofeither themother
orthebaby.”

Further, even when the doctor is pres-
ent, theyare forced to performroles out-
side theirareas of specialisation, owing to
the shortage of resources. “There are 15
nurses who have to take care of pregnan-
oy neonatal OT and all other wards. We

Therearel69newbor bili units
inKarnataka, meanttoobserve newborns
attaluk hospitals and community health
centres. “There are 50 special newborn
care units (SNCUs) in the state, where
round-the-clock specialised care is pro-
vided for newborns,”he adds.

Longway togo
Desplte lhese elaborate programmes,

annotrisk CAI'('.‘WhICh
requires round-the-clock monitoring,”
the staffmember adds.

The Chikkaballapur District Hospital,
which sees referrals from taluk hospi-
tals and patients from the neighbouring
Andhra Pradesh, is almost always over-
crowded. Therearel4 neonatal cribsin the
hospital’s SNCU facility. The medical staff
here say that these beds are always full.

dingtoandarising from
pretermbirths persist. Inthe pastdecade,
there has been no measurable change in
the global preterm birth rates even inre-
gions with highburdens, accordingtothe
WHOreport.

An investigation by DH of a few taluk
and district hospitals revealed that even
though medical institutions had the nec-
essary machinery in place, trained per-

emorethan25ba-
bies, with two or sometimes even three
babies in one crib. When we are full, we
refer patients to Vani Vilas in Bengaluru
orother private hospitals as patients can
access these hospitals with Ayushman
Bharat-Arogya Karnataka Scheme (AB-
ARK scheme) cards.”
The newly-established Mother and
Child Hospitalin Gauribidanuris the next

ever, the hospital has been temporarily
clubbed with the Chikkaballapur District
Hospital. Forany preterm complications,
the doctors shift patients to the district
hospital.

Regional disparities

Karnataka’s hinterlands still lack quality
healthcare support. Dr Tanya Sheshadri,
faculty at the Institute of Public Health,
works with the Soliga commumty in
Chamaraj ; helping the

ty access healthcare. She explains how
accessto hospitalsisa huge challenge for
Soliga women living in forested areas,
particularly if they dcvclop labour pains

sufficientlyaccessible. Lack of awareness
is a contributing factor to complications
with newborns -as was the case with Su-
mathi(42) (name changed), grandmoth-
er to a one-year-old baby girl. Sumathi’s
granddaughter was born prematurely
at seven months and weighed less than
akiloatbirth.

Soonafterdelivery, the child wasaban-
doned by the mother owing to marital
issues. Sumathi shouldered the respon-
sibility of bringing up her granddaughter.
Whileshe hasbeen taking the babytothe
doctorregularly, she has several miscon-
ceptions about preterm births. “We are
afr:nd lhal vaccmauon will harm our

at night. “The 108 takes 90
minutes to reach. There are only four to
fiveambulances for the entire district. As
aresult, thedeliverieshappen either dur-
ing the transitorathome. Thereisahigh
potential for stillbirths,” Sheshadri says.

ar whowasborntoofragile,”
she says. Sumathi remains fearful even
as local Anganwadi staff encourages the
family tovaccinate thebabyat the earliest.
A 2021 review of scientific literature
found that although routine childhood

lationship will also help. In rural areas,
where the primary relationship of the
pregnant woman is with the doctor at
PHCs, the connection ends when preg-
nant women are referred to taluk or dis-
trict hospitals. There isa need for active
doctors
atdifferentlevels of care, she says.
DrPrathap Chandraisa neonatologist
and a decision review committee mem-
ber of the Neonates Foundation of India,
a non-profit that coordinates neonatal
intensive care units on wheels to trans-
portbabies from remote areas to partner
hospitals. He advocates for the creation
of hubs in different regions of the state
to ensure proper transport to newborns.
“Ifthereare three medical colleges, all of
them should participate in the transport
of these babies. All it requires is some co-
ordination,” he says.
Headdsthat Lhere isa need tou pgrade
well.

Moreover, the taluk | Is are
equipped only to handle normal deliv-
eries. “Our taluk hospitals are unable to
cater to complicated caesareans or cases
that require blood transfusions and have
other complications. Many times, owing
tolackof coordination between talukand
district hospitals, patients are referred
froma Primary Health Centre (PHC) toa
taluk hospital, then to the district hospital
onlytobefinally referred to Cheluvamba
hospital in Mysuru,” she adds.

Urbanislands
Eveninurbanareasthatmay havea high-
er concentration of hospitals, protection

s are 1 regard-
less of gestational age or burth wmgh(
vaccination is oft though

government
“’I‘hese ambulances have rudlmentary
'y services, with no ventilator

infectic ‘eSeriousc

esinpretermand low birthweightinfants.

Action needed

To address preterm birth-related com-
plications, there is a need to establish
preterm delivery corridors on par with
heart corridors, says Dr Sheshadri. “The
mother-to-be should reach a place with
afunctional neonatal unit at the earliest.
This can happen even with the existing
infrastructure, with adequate coordina-
tion.”she says.

facilities, which are crucial for preterm
babies.” Asaresult, therelsah.lgh depend-
ence on private neonatal amb

sion, two major contributing factors for
preterm births, also remain high. For-
ty-eight percent of women in Karnataka
have: ia,and 13% of d15
to49years have hypertension, according
to data from the National Family Health
Survey 5 (NFHS-5).

Women's health
Public health expert Dr Sylvia Karpag-
am opines that policymakers need to be
aware of preventing and managing pre-
term labour and social determinants of
health. “Pregnancy is but one event ina
'slife. You cannotadd: issue
of preterm deliveries withoutaddressing
the overallhealth ofawoman and crucial
social determinants of health,” she says.
Addressing the overall healthrequires
a comprehensive nutrmonal approach
anditcannotbei dinter
signed to cure anaemia or hypertension.
Forinstance, there is an emphasis on the
distribution of vegetarian food through
midday meals, and maternal and child
health programmes. These meals are
devoid of several nutrients and proteins
that are ial for the absorption of

Nurses also need to be trained exclu—
sivelyin dealing with neonatal transport,
he adds. “In transporting vulnerable ba-
bies we should ensure temperatures and
sugarsare within normal limits. This will
improve the morbidity and mortality in
the newborn period,” he says.

Toreduce preterm births at the public
health level, there is a need to improve

fat-soluble vitamins. “The governmentis
denying nutrition to the poor by creating
ataboo around the consumption of meat
and eggs,” she points out.

Have your say

To express your opinion, e-mail us at:
insi co.in

women'’s health right from adol;
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What is a
preterm birth?

According to the World Health
< Organisation, ‘preterm’ includes

Sl babies born alive before 37 weeks of
Across the ! pregnancy are completed

world
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COVID-19 cases see
10-fold rise, but
hospitalisation low

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

COVID-19 active cases in
Karnataka have seen over a
10-fold rise in the last 10
days — from 79 on Decem-
ber 19 to 833 on December
30. Since December 15, the
State has reported
13 deaths, of which three
were infected with JN.1, the
new sub-variant of
Omicron.

However, there is no
spurt in hospitalisations at
the moment. As of Satur-
day, 50 patients were in
hospitals, and only 15 be-
ing treated in ICUs. All the
ICU patients and the 13
who died are those with
comorbidities.

COVID-19 experts said
this indicated that alth-
ough the new variant is
highly infectious, as of
now, it is causing serious
infection only in the elder-
ly and in those with comor-
bidities. While asserting
that the situation is not

alarming, experts said the
next few weeks after the
festive season are crucial.

COVID-19 incidental
State Health Commission-
er Randeep D. said the CO-
VID-19 death audit commit-
tee headed by TAC
Chairman K. Ravi met on
Friday.

“Almost 90% of the
deaths seem to be either
due to comorbidities with
COVID-19 being incidental
or at best aggravating the
comorbid conditions,” he
said. “Experts believe that
we are seeing an endemic
surge at this stage which
could not be necessarily
termed as a wave. Statisti-
cal prediction models may
help us project the peak,
and we are awaiting the es-
timation of JN.1 burden by
IISc and the Indian Statisti-
cal Institute,” Mr. Randeep
said.

RELATED REPORT ON
» PAGE 7

Source: The Hindu, p.1, Dec. 31, 2023
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Experts say COVID-19 wave is unlikely
this time around but advise caution

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

While there has been a ten-
fold rise in the number of
COVID-19 cases in the last
ten days in Karnataka, a
wave is unlikely, say
experts.

TAC member Rajath
Athreya said, “Going by the
global trajectory, we are
unlikely to see another
wave. However, we will
have to wait and watch for
the next few weeks after
New Year to understand
the intensity of the surge,”
said Dr. Athreya, who is al-
so a Senior Consultant and
Head of the Department of
Paediatrics and Neonatolo-
gy at Sakra World.

Not a ‘wave’

Pointing out that this surge
cannot be termed as a
“wave” unless there is a
sharp rise in hospitalisa-

tions and deaths over-
whelming the healthcare
system, Dr. Athreya said
the number of cases was
expected to go up with
higher number of CO-
VID-19 tests.

“With higher testing, we
are expecting the new in-
fections to rise further,” he
said. “This is because, in
the past few months, we
were not testing SARI and
ILI cases. The testing stra-

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Dec. 31, 2023
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Doctors said the number of cases was expected to go up with the
higher number of COVID-19 tests. FILE PHOTO

tegy, as of now, is to test
only symptomatic SARI/ILI
patients. Also, we are not
doing contact screening or
quarantine-based testing
for those with a travel his-
tory. Once we start doing
all these, there is a high li-
kelihood that the test posi-
tivity rate (TPR) will shoot
up.”

“Initially, we expect to
see the surge in Bengaluru
followed by semi-urban

areas and then probably to
the districts,” he said.

‘Do not panic’

Virologist V. Ravi, who is a
former TAC member and
nodal officer for genomic
confirmation of SARS-
CoV-2 in Karnataka, said
people need not press the
panic button just yet, but
have to stay cautious.

“We have entered a
phase of endemicity where
people have varying im-
munity to the virus by in-
fections, exposures and
vaccination. The JN.1 var-
iant has immune escape
properties due to the mu-
tation and is highly infec-
tious. The mutation helps
it to spread faster, and in-
fection can be caused even
with a short exposure. The
elderly, immunocompro-
mised and those with co-
morbidities should follow
precautions,” Dr. Ravi said.

With COVID spike, proposal to set up female
foeticide task force still remains on paper

Bengaluru police in November last year arrested a doctor and his lab technician who allegedly performed around 900 illegal abortions in the last three years

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

not only conduct surprise
inspections and raids on

State started witnessing a
spike in COVID cases

task force had begun. “A
decision to set up a State-

ment’s approval,” the
Commissioner said.

fortnight after
A Health Minister Di-
nesh Gundu Rao

announced that the go-
vernment will set up a
State-level PCPNDT Task
Force to curb female foeti-
cide, the proposal is still on
paper. The Bengaluru pol-
ice in November last year
unearthed a prenatal sex
determination racket
across Bengaluru, Mandya
and Mysuru districts. They
arrested a doctor and his
lab technician who alleg-
edly performed around
900 illegal abortions in the
last three years.

Following this, the State
government has ordered a

\\;‘_

The Health Minister had announced on the floor of the Legislative

Council during the Belagavi session that the government will take
several measures to curb female foeticide. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

CID probe into the matter.
The Minister had an-
nounced on the floor of the
Legislative Council during
the Belagavi session that
the government will take

several measures, includ-
ing setting up of task forces
at the State and district le-
vels at the earliest, to curb
female foeticide.

“These task forces will

hospitals and health insti-
tutions, but also gather in-
telligence from the
ground. They will have the
power to arrest wrong
doers and initiate criminal
action against them,” he
had said.

“Apart from medical ex-
perts, these task forces will
have an officer of the cadre
of Deputy SP or Assistant
Commissioner of Police.
The Health Department
will work in coordination
with the Police Depart-
ment to get police officers
included in the task fore-
es,” the Minister said.

Focus on COVID
However, subsequently the

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Jan. 2, 2024
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caused by the new JN.1 var-
iant. And, the focus shifted
towards COVID
management.

Admitting there was a
delay, Mr. Dinesh Gundu
Rao told The Hindu that a
meeting has been sche-
duled on January 4 to dis-
cuss the subject and take a
final call. “As our focus
shifted towards COVID
control and management,
this proposal has been
slightly delayed. It will now
be done following the Janu-
ary 4 meeting,” he said.

Under process

State Health Commission-
er Randeep D. said that the
process of setting up the

level task force under the
Health Commissioner and
State Mission Director, Na-
tional Health Mission apart
from district Task Forces
under the Deputy Commis-
sioners and Zilla Panchayat
Chief Executive Officers
(CEOs) has been proposed
in the recent State PCPNDT
Supervisory Board’s meet-
ing,” he said.

“There have been dis-
cussions on constituent
members, role of the State-
level Task Force Vis a Vis
the State Appropriate
Authority, State Inspection
and Monitoring Committee
and State Advisory Author-
ity. It will soon be consti-
tuted with the govern-

Regular inspections
Meanwhile, health officials
said they are continuing
their regular inspections
on health institutions and
scanning centres to check
malpractices. Vivek Dorai,
State Deputy Director
(Medical Acts) said there
has been no major case re-
ported after the raid on a
hospital and diagnostic
centre in Hoskote taluk on
December 14. The hospital
was sealed after a female
foetus was found in a dust-
bin during a raid. “We are
regularly inspecting health
institutions across the State
to curb sex-selective elimi-
nations,” he added.



JN.1 surge: Audit finds COVID-19 to be
incidental in nine deaths in Karnataka

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

The State Death Audit
Committee, which has ana-
lysed 10 of the 15 deaths
that occurred since Decem-
ber 15 in Karnataka, has
found COVID-19 to be anin-
cidental finding in nine of
the deceased.

Only one death from
Dakshina Kannada, which
occurred in a private hospi-
tal on December 20, has
been attributed to CO-
VID-19 by the committee. A
40-year-old patient from

VID-positive and admitted
on December 19 with
symptoms of SARI, suf
fered multi-organ dysfunc-
tion and died the next day.

K. Ravi, Chairman of the
State’s COVID-19 Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC),
who also heads the Death
Audit Committee, told The
Hindu on Tuesday that the
Mangaluru death is the on-
ly fatality that can be attri-
buted to COVID-19. The
other nine are due to poor
management of comorbidi-
ties and late admission for
complications,” he said.

patient, brought in an un-
conscious condition to the
hospital, also tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 on arriv-
al, we concluded it to be
due to COVID-19 because
his inflammatory markers
were elevated. While he
did not have any pre-exist-
ing comorbidities, his
blood sugar was high on
admission. He was also a
chronic alcoholic,” he said.

C.N. Manjunath, direc-
tor, Sri Jayadeva Institute of
Cardiovascular  Sciences
and Research, said one of
the deceased, a 41-year-old

open heart surgery for dou-
ble valve replacement. “He
was admitted to Jayadeva
with tiredness and fatigue
as the previously implant-
ed valve had degenerated.
He needed a repeat valve
replacement, which carries
a high mortality risk. Post-
operatively, he had low car-
diac output and difficulty
breathing. He also tested
positive for COVID-19 and
could not survive. CO-
VID-19 is incidental. The
primary cause of death is
cardiac failure due to val-
vular heart disease,” he ex-

Mangaluru, who was CO-

“Although the Mangaluru

Source: The Hindu, p.1, Jan. 3, 2024

patient,

had undergone

plained.

COVID-19: Karnataka Health Dept. to soon direct doctors
to focus on targeted treatment of comorbidities

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

Following the State Death
Audit Committee’s conclu-
sion that COVID-19 was an
incidental finding in nine
of the 10 deaths that have
been analysed so far, the
State Health Department
will soon issue directions
to doctors to focus on tar-
geted  treatment of
comorbidities.

State Health Commis-
sioner Randeep D. told The
Hindu on Tuesday that ear-
ly and proper triaging in
comorbid COVID-19 pa-
tients is very important in
the light of the Death Audit
committee’s analysis. “Pe-
ople need not panic as
although the JN.1 sub-var-

Medical Education Minister
Sharan Prakash Patil at a
meeting on the COVID-19
situation in Bengaluru on
Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

iant is highly transmissible,
the virulence is not high,”
he said.

“Only one of the 10
deaths analysed was due to
COVID-19 as concluded by
the Death Audit commit-
tee. The other deaths were

mainly where COVID-19 ex-
acerbated the pre-existing
comorbidity or where CO-
VID-19 was an incidental
finding. So, doctors would
have to focus more on tar-
geted treatment of comor-
bidities after early and
proper triaging in comor-
bid COVID-19 patients,” he
said.

Mr. Randeep said the
State’s Clinical Protocol
Committee has now been
asked to give its opinion on
clinical guidelines to be is-
sued to doctors. “Based on
that we will reiterate direc-
tions,” he said.

Medical Education Mi-
nister Sharan Prakash Pa-
til, who held a meeting on
Tuesday with heads of
medical institutions and

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Jan. 3, 2024

hospitals under his pur-
view and TAC members to
review COVID-19 prepared-
ness, called upon people
not to panic and instead
take precautions.
Although the WHO and
many health experts have
stated that the JN.1 sub-var-
iant is unlikely to cause se-
rious health problems in
the infected, senior citi-
zens and those with co-
morbidities can get vacci-
nated at district hospitals
from Wednesday, he said.
Clarifying on the availa-
bility of medicine, oxygen
beds, and equipment, the
Minister said there was no
dearth of funds for CO-
VID-19 management. A
proposal will be sent to the
Finance Department re-
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garding purchase of equip-
ment and recruitment of
staff in some hospitals, he
said.

Early reporting

C.N. Manjunath, director
of Sri Jayadeva Institute of
Cardiovascular ~ Sciences
and Research, who attend-
ed the review meeting,
said it is important that
those with comorbidities
should focus on proper
management of their pre-
existing diseases. “Four of
the deceased patients ana-
lysed by the Death Audit
committee had diabetes
while the others had
chronic liver disease,
chronic kidney disease,
cardiovascular disease, ce-
rebral vascular accident,

and even schizophrenia.
One of them had Intersti-
tial lung disease and was
bedridden for 18 months.
They were not admitted for
COVID-19 but tested posi-
tive on admission,” he said.

Asserting that over 80%
of the deaths in the third
wave were also among
those with comorbidities,
Dr. Manjunath said: “We
had noticed that a majority
of the deaths in the third
wave could have been pre-
vented if patients had re-
ported early. The pattern
of deaths in the second
wave was different from
the third. We saw people
developing breathlessness
and succumbing on the se-
venth or eighth day during
the second wave.”
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Gender

Astitch intime saves nothing
forwomen in garmentfactories

Bengaluruis the hub of Karnataka’s thriving garment industry. Yet, the hands
stitching its success, nearly half a million women, struggle with low wages, verbal and
physical abuse, and a non-existent work-life balance. A new study points to gendered

labour and burnout of women workers

Karnataka accounts for 20% of India’s total garment production.

Supriya RoyChowdhury & Rekha Chakravarthi

The 2023 Nobel Prize winner in Economics, Claudia Goldwin’s work, published in the 1980s,
was perhaps the first to demonstrate the structured character of women’s economic
disadvantage. Although Goldwin’s work was rooted in US and American economic histories,
her theoretical contribution—the gendered structuring of households and labour markets—is
immensely valuable for analysing women’s work in the global south.

India’s female labour force participation rate (LFPR), at a mere 19%, is one of the lowest
globally. Declining industrial employment has been one of the main reasons for low female
LFPR, particularly for unskilled and semi-skilled labour seeking to move from rural to urban
areas. In this context, global commodity and supply chains, particularly in labour-intensive
sectors such as Ready-Made Garments (RMG), have provided a boost to employment in the
global south. On the other hand, low wages paid to labour in the backdrop of disproportionately
high-priced end products sold in global north retail stores—attributed to innovative financial
and marketing activities by global MNCs—have attracted much criticism.

We draw here on a recent collaborative study of apparel export companies in Karnataka. The
study was conducted by CIVIDEP India and Supriya Roy Chowdhury, supported by STITCH,
a consortium that seeks to improve working conditions in the export garment industry across
six countries. The study highlights the connection of women workers with multi-national
capital in global exports, shedding light on supply chain governance.

Why study the ready-made garment industry?

While textiles contribute 15% of exports from India, 40% of it is contributed by the RMG
sector, which employs more than 12 million people. Karnataka accounts for 20% of India’s
total garment production, with Bengaluru being the hub with around 500 units of varying scales
and employing more than 5 lakh workers. The industry is now gradually shifting to suburban
areas. The use of a largely female workforce with highly irregular and insecure wages and
working conditions has cast a long shadow on the sector in Karnataka.

Our study combined a survey of 200 women with qualitative discussions with workers, NGOs,
and trade unionists. The women hailed predominantly from districts in Southern Karnataka,
where poor, lower caste households framed the absence of opportunities for girls to educate
themselves beyond a few years of schooling (typically 8th to 10th grade). 81% of the women
said that they had wanted to study more. Resource-poor households preferred to support the
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education of their children. Early marriages (average age was 16) to men from indigent
agricultural families, migration to Bengaluru, and an RMG job were typical trajectories.

The harsh realities

Despite having worked in the same factory for 1015 years, the average salary (as of December
2022) remained below Rs 10,000. Many workers seek overtime (OT) opportunities; however,
the lack of regulated payment for extra hours poses a significant challenge. Some of the figures
are telling. 50% of the workers serve as the sole or primary earners, being the highest or only
earners in their households. 54% reported a monthly household income ranging from Rs 10,000
to Rs 25,000. 17% of respondents stated they received no OT compensation, often linked to
unfinished work or unscheduled leave taken.

16% of women engaged in additional work, typically investing around two hours daily in
domestic service, piece-rate work in garment factories, tailoring, or selling flowers to
supplement household income.Verbal abuse from line managers, used as an instrument to
augment production, is a well-known feature of the RMG sector, and all respondents reported
this to be a daily experience. Of the workers, 68% said that their factory has imposed
restrictions on toilet visits and time, enforced through surveillance and verbal abuse.
Punishments such as physical isolation were reported, as was sexual harassment. Most
companies have grievance redressal committees. However, worker dissatisfaction is rarely
articulated as formal complaints, as 93% of workers have not signed a written contract of
employment, and their jobs may be easily terminated. In the words of Purnima, “There are so
many workers who fear the violent body language of managers and thereby leave the factory.”

Annapurna does collar attachments for 80 shirts per hour. Sometimes she avoids drinking water
as she will need to use the restroom, and she cannot afford to waste time. “There is production
torture as well as quality torture,” she says. Sometimes she wonders whether she will have to
work until she dies. Manjula says, “Managers force us to work OT during periods of heavy
order; when we express unwillingness, we are asked to not come to work the next day. But
even if | request a half-day leave due to sickness, they shout at me.”

High attrition

RMG work is marked by short tenures. Although the maximum number of workers (98%) were
in the peak years of their working lives (18-50 years of age), less than 5% had spent 21-25
years in the garments sector. Workers quit, unable to cope with the stresses of low pay, shop
floor coercion, and the periodic need to withdraw provident funds or gratitude for unforeseen
expenditures, combined with the responsibilities of reproduction and care at home. They then
move between home-based piece-rate work, domestic service, flower stringing, and street
selling.

Quitting and rejoining the factory multiple times are common. This instability keeps their
wages low and prevents the growth of a stable and robust workforce. The industry’s control
stretches into homes. Pushpalatha does piecework at home. Since payment is based on the
number of pieces delivered, she says there is a desire to do more. “Some days I have worked
from 8 am to 8 pm. Doing this continuously for five years has affected my health.”

Crisis of Social Reproduction

Garment workers’ hardships take on a different colour in their homes. After working eight
hours or more at the factory, they spend an additional three hours in the morning and another
three in the evening at home, providing care in a space they recreate daily. This cycle allows
the worker to barely snatch a few hours of sleep, preparing to resume as a producer of value
both at the factory and within their home the next day.
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This highly overstretched day results in severe time poverty, impacting workers and their
families materially, physically, and emotionally. In the words of one worker, sometimes there
is so much stress that she “really curses God for making me go through this pain.” Close to
60% said they faced violence or harassment at home.

With a work life scattered over several companies, depleted retirement benefits, and
outstanding loans, retirement can mean extreme vulnerability. After working and quitting four
different companies, Shashikala had only collected Rs 45,000 combined as a provident fund
from two factories to face the future after 30 years in the RMG sector. Shashikala has stopped
working due to ill health, and her son, aged 21, started working at the age of 13 to support her
and now earns Rs 10,000.

Neelamma worked for 12 years, during which time she quit the company three times to avail
of her provident fund (a total of Rs 1.4 lakh). She stopped working due to health issues. Of the
respondents, 53% said that on stopping work, they planned to return to their native villages,
where many retain a small piece of land or a small house. While rural economic distress pushed
them out, two or more decades of urban work in garment factories did not enable them to buy
a home or land. In fact, the rural economy and households sustain many migrant workers during
crises (Covid-19 lockdown, critical illness, job loss, and retirement).

Equally significant is the absence of inter-generational mobility. Household earnings are not
enough to afford private, English-medium schools, which most working-class parents aspire to
send their children to. The vernacular medium may not provide the necessary fluency in English
to gain a foothold in even the middle echelons of the urban salary structure. A demotivating
school system leads to many dropouts. About 60% of adult children of garment workers were
found to be employed in services, 16% in construction, receiving a monthly salary of Rs
10,000-15,000. The next generation is then produced as a class replica: unskilled, low-wage
informal labour.

RMG companies have provided much-needed industrial employment to unskilled and poorly
educated rural and semi-rural women.

However, low wages and harsh production targets, framed by the supervisor’s wrath, define the
sector. Working extra hours alongside household responsibilities leads to self-exploitation,
causing physical and emotional strain on women. Goldwin’s framework helps illustrate how
constrictions imposed by both the natal family and the marital home impact women’s lives and
are then carried forward into an unregulated work environment. Here we see the reproduction
of culture and norms that reinforce dominant social relations in the household and workplace.

In the absence of an active presence of national trade unions, smaller unions have provided
commendable leadership in wage bargaining as well as raising worker awareness. Unionisation,
however, remains low, at 10%. Wage revisions have been irregular and unsatisfactory to
workers, despite the existence of a Wage Board. While governments have remained indifferent
to the need for regulation of RMG women’s work, this sector additionally calls into question
the model of urbanisation that appears to be in place, which is to bring unskilled or semi-skilled
rural communities to cities to work in low-paid informal work, provide subsistence wages, and
leave them with nothing when they can no longer work.

(The writer is a visiting professor at the National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru;
Rekha is Director, CIVIDEP India, Bengaluru)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.7, Jan 1, 2024
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B’luru witnessed 55% increase
in molestation cases in 2023

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: There was a
55% year-on-year spike in
molestation incidents in 2023
in Bengaluru city, which saw
1,135 such cases last year.
Other crimes such as mur-
ders, robberies, house break-
ins, servant thefts and motor
vehicle thefts also saw a rise
last year, according to data
collated by the city police.
City police maintain that
the increase in statistics is
because of free registration
of FIRs and a few other rea-
sons such as personal enmi-

ty or trivial issues.
Raman Gupta, additional
commissioner of police

(East), said, “We need to ana-

1,135 CASES IN CITY
» B'luru saw 1,135 molestation
cases last year. Robberies, house
break-ins, murders and vehicle
thefts in the city also went up

» Of the 1,135 cases, police
detected 1,004. In 2022, 731
cases were filed & 688 detected
» 176 rape cases filed under
IPC section 376 in 2023 and

data by city police shows that
all of them were detected

Due to continuous efforts,

more women are coming
forward to report such incidents
B Dayananda | poLICE COMMISSIONER

lyse the exact reasons for in-
crease in the molestation ca-
ses. However, we have zero
tolerance to such offences in
public in private spaces. We-

'veissued instructionsto wo-
men police stations and all
law-and-order police sta-
tions in the city that such is-
suesshould be broughttothe
records by registering the
case rather than settling the
matter that the suspects
don’t get involved in such
acts in future. The DG&IGP
has also given instructions
toregister all the cases.”

City police commissio-
ner B Dayananda said they
have set up an ecosystem the
officers are continuously
creating awareness among
women not to be bogged
down by attacks and report
such incidents.

» More report cases, P 2

More women coming forward to report molestation: Top cop

»Continued from page 1

l )ue to continuous efforts,
more women are coming
forward to report such inci-
dents,"headded.
“Molestation incidents are
also reported during civil dis-
putes that end in brawls be-
tween known persons, feuds
within family and amongrela-
tives and friends. A very mar-
ginal number of the molesta-
tioncasesinvolvestrangersat-
tacking women,” DCP (Crime
1I) Srinivas R Gowda said.
Effortstocreateawareness
among the public to report

sexual harassment to police
during public-police interac-
tions and by distribution of
pamphlets are also reasons for
increase in cases, another offi-
cer said. Among 1,135 molesta-
tion cases registered in 2023,
police detected 1,004 of them.
In 2022, 731 cases were report-
edand 688 detected. In2021,573
cases were reported, and 559
casesdetected.

The city hasalso witnessed
increase in cases registered
under IPC section 509 for in-
sulting the modesty of women
by way of words, sounds or
gesture, or exhibiting any ob-

ject. While at least 60 cases un-
der IPC section 359 were re-
ported and 52 cases solved in
2023, the corresponding num-
bers were 29 and 20 for the pre-
vious year.

There was a marginal in-
crease inrape cases registered
under IPC section 376 in 2023,
when 176 such incidents were
reported and all of them were
detected. In 2022, 152 rapes
were reported and 151 of them
were detected. In 2021, 116 rape
cases reported and all of them
were detected. Three rape
cases were reported in 2023,
accordingto city police.

Molestation

WOMEN STILL AT THE RECEIVING END

Rape

1,135

1,004

Is ting modesty of women

60

52

Cruelty of husband, relatives

696

696

Dowry deaths

25

25

Immoral Trafficking Act

161

161

129

129

Dowry Prohibition Act

1,007

1,007

735

724

ources: Bengal

uru city police

Source: The Times of India, p.1&2, Jan.4, 2024
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Woman, 43,

burnt alive

during fight with spouse

Times News NETWORK

A fight between a man and
his second wife culmina-
ted in her death, while he sus-
tained serious burns at Naga-
ragere in Gauribidanur Rural
of Chikkaballapur district in
the wee hours of Wednesday.
The victim is Sharada, 40,
and her husband Shankara
has been admitted to Victoria
Hospital in Bengaluru.
Shankara, who runs a ho-
telin Nagaragere, married Gi-
rijamma, 43, six years ago. A
few months later, he tied the

knot with Girijamma’s sister
Sharada and the three were li-
ving under one roof.

While Girijamma has one
child, Sharada had two kids.
On Tuesday midnight, Shan-
kar got into a fight with Shara-
da, and in a fit of rage, poured
petrol on her. When he threate-
ned to burn her, Sharada snat-
ched the matchbox from Shan-
kara and lit the fire. Sharada
was burnt alive, while Shanka-
ra sustained serious burns. Gi-
rijamma, who witnessed the in-
cident, ranoutof thehouseand
alerted neighbours.

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Jan.4, 2024
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Governance

‘Reservation of private lands for public
purposes in master plans will lapse if
not acquired within five-year period

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The High Court of Karnata-
ka has declared that reser-
vation of any private pro-
perty for the use of parks,
playgrounds and other re-
creation uses, public open
spaces, etc., in the revised
master plan notified under
the Karnataka Town and
Country Planning (KTCP)
Act, 1961, would lapse after
a period of five years from
the date of notification if
not acquired as per the
land acquisition laws with-
in that period.

The court also made it
clear that the period of five
years for acquiring the re-
served private land is bind-
ing on the authorities irres-
pective of when the such
land would be made use
for the notified public
purposes.

“The reservation made
in terms of Section (1)(c) of
the KTCP Act for parks,
playgrounds and other re-
creation uses, public open
spaces, public open build-
ings and institutions, other
than areas reserved for
new street developments
under Section 12(1)(b),
would lapse after a period
of five years in terms of
Section 69(2) of the Act, if
the same were not ac-
quired within the said pe-
riod by agreement or by in-
itiating proceedings under
the Right To Fair Compen-
sation And Transparency
In Land Acquisition, Reha-
bilitation And Resettle-
ment Act, 2013,” the court
observed.

Justice Suraj Govindaraj
passed the order while al-

2007 lapsed in 2012. FILE PHOTO

lowing a petition filed in
2015 by 82-year-old Maha-
rani Kumud Kumari and
56-year-old Maharaj Hi-
manshusinhji, the wife and
the son of late Jyotendra-
sinhji Vikramsinhji, who
are the owners of Jayama-
hal Palace Hotel in Benga-
luru. The petitioners had
questioned about legality
of notifying their land as
green belt zone in the mas-
ter plan for utilising it for
various public purposes.

An obligation imposed
on the planning authority
to acquire the land desig-
nated in the master plan
for public purpose under
the land acquisition law of
2013 within a period of five
years to bring about a ba-
lance as the owners of priv-
ate land would not be able
to make use of the proper-
ties other than notified
purposes during the sub-
sistence of reservation of
their land in the master
plan, the Court said.

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Dec. 30, 2023

The court has declared that reservation of Jayamahal Palace Hotel land for public purposes made in

The court also said that
when no acquisition is
made within a period of
five years of such reserva-
tion, then the designation
would lapse, thereby lifting
the restriction on the own-
er subject to compliance
with Section 69 (3) of the
Act.

Automatic restoration
On the lapse of reserva-
tion, the court said, the
land would not be auto-
matically restored to the
status that existed prior to
the reservation made in
the master plan, but the
owner of private lands
would have to submit the
application to the authori-
ties under Section 69(3) of
the Act to make use of the
land on the basis of sur-
rounding developments.
Further, the court said
the authorities would have
to consider such an appli-
cation after inviting objec-
tions from the public and

grant permission on the
basis of developments in
the surroundings.

Based on surroundings
As an example, the court
said that if the surrounding
is a residential area, then
the land cannot be permit-
ted to be used for commer-
cial purposes and if the
surrounding is a commer-
cial area, then no permis-
sion for residential purpos-
es can be granted. Such
permission is different
from the change of land
use sought under Section
14A of the Act, the court
clarified.

In the case of the peti-
tioners, the court said that
the reservation of Jayama-
hal Palance Hotel land,
notified on June 25, 2007,
has lapsed on the midnight
of June 24, 2012, and the
petitioners can make appli-
cation for use of their land
for other purposes based
on the surroundings.



110 villages in BBMP limits to
get Cauvery water from May

The BWSSB is implementing this 35,550-crore project, which is largely funded by the JICA

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he much-awaited wa-
T ter supply to 110 vil-

lages under Cauvery
Stage V will commence in
May 2024. This will benefit
nearly 50 lakh people living
in these villages that come
under Rajarajeshwari Nagar,
Dasarahalli, Mahadevapura,
Bommanahalli, and Byata-
rayanapura zones of the Bru-
hat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike.

The Bangalore Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB) is implementing this
5,550 crore project, which is
largely funded by the Japan
International  Cooperation
Agency (JICA) in an area of
around 225 sq. km. Bangalore
Water Supply and Sewerage
Project (Stage-3), Cauvery
Stage 3, has been divided into
ten different water compo-
nent packages.

A water treatment plant at
T.K. Halli is nearly complet-
ed, according to the BWSSB
press release. The plant has
the capacity to treat 775 mil-
lion litres of water per day.

From T.K. Halli, a transi-
tion pipeline will be laid, and

ot &

The water supply will benefit nearly 5

further, it will go to Vajarahal-
li, Eastern, and Western
routes. From T.K. Halli to Vaj-
arahalli, 75 km of pipeline
work is being executed; at the
eastern route, 54 km; at the
western route, 56 km. From
T.K. Halli to Vajarahalli, the
pipeline will be 300 m in
diameter. They are laid
through a 3,000 mm under-

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Dec. 30, 2023
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0 lakh people. FILE PHOTO
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ground channel. From Vaja-
rahalli to the eastern route
(up to Kadugodi) and Vajara-
halli to the western route (up
to Thannisandra), it will vary
from 2.2 m to 0.8 m. On the
Eastern route, there are 3
Ground Level Reservoirs
(GLRs)and 4 GLRs on the
western route. The BWSSB
said the work related to the

project will be completed in
March 2024, after which a
trial run will be conducted in
April to check the efficiency
of the supply.

The supply of water to the
villages will start in May. The
release also said the project
was delayed due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and a delay
in permissions from NHAI



Cash-strapped BBMP wants to
wrest power to approve building
plan for industries from KIADB

Stakeholders in the industry argue that this move could take a toll on industrial development in Bengaluru

Shreyas H.S.
BENGALURU

ruhat Bengaluru
B Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP) has sent a

proposal to the Urban De-
velopment  Department
(UDD) seeking the power
to grant building plan ap-
provals for the industrial
sector. Currently, these
plans are approved by the
Karnataka Industrial Area
Development Board
(KIADB).

According to sources in
the Town Planning Depart-
ment, the civic body sees a
huge potential in this. The
argument in the proposal
is that the BBMP is losing
its due share of revenue to
KIADB.

An official in the depart-
ment said, “The proposal
is being analysed by the
UDD, and we hope the go-

According to sources in the Town Planning Department, the civic

i

body sees huge potential in the process of approving building plan
for industries. The argument in the proposal is that the BBMP is
losing its due share of revenue to KIADB. FILE PHOTO

vernment will be con-
vinced. This has now be-
come a matter of
discussion between the Ur-
ban Development Ministry
and Ministry for Large and
Medium Industries.”

A source in the BBMP
said Deputy Chief Minister
and Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar, who is looking to
boost BBMP revenue, is im-
pressed by this proposal,

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Dec. 30, 2023
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and has directed officials to
pursue it with the govern-
ment. A source privy to
this development said Mi-
nister for Large and Medi-
um Industries and Infras-
tructure Development
M.B. Patil is not keen on
the proposal, as KIADB is
currently the sole authori-
ty to give clearances for
building plans for indus-
tries. Mr. Patil told The Hin-
du, “No department had
communicated with me on
this issue officially. I can
comment only after this
proposal is communicated
through official channels.”

Stakeholders worried

Stakeholders in the indus-
try argue that this move
could take a toll on indus-
trial development in Ben-
galuru. KIADB grants plan
approval within weeks of
submission of details un-

der the ease of doing busi-
ness policy.

In the BBMP, getting ap-
proval is a laborious task.
“Usually, it takes at least six
months to get approval for
building plans in the
BBMP. And this task comes
with its own set of pro-
blems,” said an expert. He
argued that such delays
might result in flight of
capital to other cities, like
Hyderabad in Telangana.

Ramesh Chandra Laho-
ti, president of Federation
of Karnataka Chambers of
Commerce & Industry
(FKCCI), said the trade bo-
dy will oppose this move
and he will be writing a let-
ter to Mr. Patil.

“In the designated in-
dustrial areas, BBMP or
any local authorities do not
provide any facility. Hence,
BBMP has no right to inter-
vene,” he argued.



Bengaluru's pursuitofahealth \
commissioneramid Covid crisis

BBMP's plan to appoint one
in 2023-24 budget remains
unimplemented

v

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

‘ N rlth the Covid scare gripping Ben-
galuru yet again, discussion on
the city’s health infrastructure has

gained the limelight. While the previous Cov-

id waves had exposed the gapsinadministra-

tionand aneed for betterinfrastructure, has

the government learnt from them?

Well the citymightbe able toaddress Cov-
id better but there are many other bigger
problems that need tobe addressed, experts
opined. From a need for more facilities to
accessibility for the urban poor, thereisalot
more to be done, they said. Considering the
need to better handle the situation, the Bru-
hat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
in the 2023-24 budget had announced that

Devadasan N, adjunct faculty atthe Institute
of Public Health.
While many Primary Health Centres

Previous Covid waves had exposed the gaps in administration. bH PHOTO/S K DINESH

the city will geta dedicat-
ed health commissioner
who would coordinate
with the various depart-
ments. However, theidea
isyet to beimplemented.

“We have discussed
this with the Health
Minister and a decision
will be taken at the high
level,” said BBMP Chief
Commissioner Tushar
Girinath.

“The administration
tendstolookatthe health
infrastructure in urban
areas, especially in cit-
ies like Bengaluru, with
a bias. Considering the
huge number of private
facilities available in the
city, they do not focus on

Issues to be
addressed

© Improve the number
of healthcare facilities
considering the huge
population

® Run the primary
healthcare facilities round
the clock to meet the needs
of those in the unorganised
sectors.

o Shift focus from maternal
care and communicable
disease to handling
comprehensive healthcare

© Chalk out a strategy to
provide healthcare facilities
to migrant workers

(PHCs) and many mater-
nity homes in the city are
well-maintained, their
focus is limited and this
brings down the quality
of service, said a health
activist who has worked
with the marginalised.
“In many cases, the
facilities focus more on
maternal and child care.
Sometimes, the focus
shifts to dengue and
seasonal flu. However, we
have to go beyond it and
look at comprehensive
health care. There is
much more to it than just
handling communicable
diseases and maternal
care. For instance,
we all know that non-

improving the government facilities and as communicable diseases such as diabetes,

aresult, while accessibility is nota problem,

and hypertensionare on therise. None of our

affordability becomes a problem,” said Dr facilitiesaddress these problems effectively,”

’/ ..‘:‘

the activist pointed out.

Echoing the opinion, Dr Devadasan point-
ed out that most of the health officers in the
BBMP are focused on sanitation and waste
management.

“I personally feel that the PHCs should be
handed over to the health department since
they need to be handled by experienced
healthcare providers,” he said.

The flaws also exist because the healthcare
inthecityisdividedamongthree government
entities- the BBMP, the health department,
and the medical education department.

“The approach is highly fragmented and
hence there are coordination issues. Many
times, people directly knock on the doors of
tertiary care centressince theyarenotsureif
the PHCswill be able to treat them given that
the coordination between primary care and
tertiary care is poor. This leaves the tertiary
care centre crowded and as a result, those
who genuinely need tertiary care may find it
difficult to access it,” said Dr Sylvia Karpag-
am, a public health professional.

Sheadded that the timings of many prima-
ry care centresalso make them useless for the
workers in the unorganised sectors.

“Many of these centres close down by

Health dept
scanning proposals

Sources from the health department
said that multiple proposals are be-
ing discussed to improve the health-
careservicesin the city. Many of the
discussions were also centred around
improving coordination among the
various departments and assigning
responsibility to each of them. The
department is also gathering data on
the footfall at various PHCs and the
timings at which patients arrive to
decide if they should be open round
the clock. “In many areas, the PHCs
hardly have any patients after 2 pm.
Hence, we have to determine the
local needs and fix the timings. We
are collecting data on the footfall

to decide if the timings have to be
changed,” a senior official from the
Health Department said.

evening. However, the daily wage workers
cannot afford to skip work to visit the clinic
since they depend on the day’s earnings to
make ends meet. The PHCs should beacces-
sible at the time of their convenience other-
wise it will force the workers to visit private
facilities that are notaffordable” she said.

However, Bengaluru also poses unique
challenges owing to the huge population and
theinflux of people from across the country.
While techiesand other workerswho end up
in the city can afford to visit private health-
care facilities, there is a need to address the
needs of migrant workers.

“It is high time that we come up with a
strategy to address the needs of migrant
workers. Given thatwe have limited resourc-
es, many times the government facilities re-
fuse treatmenttooutsiders. We haveto learn
to see them as patients who need care,” Dr
Devadasan said.

Dr Karpagam added that in many cases
these workers lose the benefits of the social
security schemes and are left unguided on
how they can access healthcare facilities.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3D, Dec.31, 2023

53




Encroachmentclearancein
noman’sland aspvtinterests
lord over publiclands

‘Politician-bureaucrat-
land shark nexus creating
artificial land shortage’

v

N B HOMBAL
BENGALURU, DHNS

evenue Minister Krishna Byre
R&owda made startling revela-
ions in the Belagavi legislature
session that the state has a shortage of
publicland for publicamenities.

The government is in possession
of an estimated 63.32 lakh acres, of
which14.72lakhacresare encroached
upon.

Of this, 10.54 lakh acres fall under
Akrama-Sakrama scheme (under
whichregularization of cultivation land
is sought) and 17,686 acres have been
used for public purposes.

Cases pertaining to encroachment
of 11,031 acres are pending in courts.
The government had to free up 3.89
lakhacres from encroachment. Of this,
2.73lakhacres havealreadybeen freed.
There are 5,507 cases pending in the
Karnataka Land Grabbing Prohibition
Special Courts.

Expressing concern, the minister
said land had been indiscriminately
granted over the years and the only
hope is to look at safeguarding avail-
ableland.

“Now, we cannot think of parting
with government land for any purpose
other than creating public amenities.
The time has come for the government
to stop giving land grants. Even if the
state does so, it must be by following
strict regulations,” he said.

The minister said the government
was taking stringent measures against
officialshandin glove with encroachers
and started filing FIR against them.

Accordingtodataaccessed by DH,in

Alle photoof an encroachinent clearancedrivein brogress ih Bengaluru. In

Bengaluru Urban and Bengaluru Rural districts combined, 51,555.31 acres
of land is encroached in 23,307 cases.

KRISHNA BYRE GOWDA
Revenue Minister

‘ Now, we cannot think of

parting with government
land for any purpose other than
creating public amenities. The time
has come for the government to
stop giving land grants. Even if the
state does so, it must be by follow-
ing strict regulations.

Bengaluru Urban and Bengaluru Ru-
ral districts combined, 51,555.31 acres
of land is encroached in 23,307 cases.
Of this, the government has disposed
of 12,434 cases, recovering 28,264.18
acres.

The minister said the government
plans to operationalise the Beat App
system in January, besides continuing
encroachment clearance drive.

“Digitisation of land records, drone
survey of properties and indexing of

revenue records will be the primary
focus of the department to protect
government land,” he said.

Activistsand bureaucrats feel meas-
ures by successive governments against
land encroachment were far from sat-
isfactory.

They say the minister’s apprehen-
sions about “shortage of government
land”is far from truth.

V Balasubramanian, former chair-
person of the Task force for Recovery
ofPublic Lands told DHthatsuccessive
governments had failed miserably in
clearing encroachments.

“Even if some land is cleared, it is
from poor and non-influential people.
Thebiggestchunkoflandisencroached
by big land sharks whose names find
mention in various government re-
cords. The existing rules, framed dur-
ing British-era, are enough to clear
encroachments and recover cost from
encroachers. These encroachments
have taken place with the tri-nexus
of politicians, bureaucrats and land

sharks. If government is sincere in its
approach, it should give clearance to
prosecute officers who are hand in
glove with land sharks,” he said.

Hesaid land encroachmentin Karna-
taka is at a different level compared to
other metro cities — Chennai, Mumbai
and Delhi.

“In these cities, encroachment has
not taken place in the central part or
coreareas, butin Bengaluru, encroach-
ment has taken place in every possible
place,” he said.

Kumar Samatala, secretary of Kar-
nataka Bhoomi-Vasati Hakku Vanchi-
tra Horata Samiti, told DH that there
was nodearth of land to provide public
amenities, housing or cultivation pur-
poses.

“The minister seems to be carried
away by the statement provided by
bureaucrats. In 1978, the revenue and
forest departments entered into an
agreementto plantsaplings on around
15 lakh acres of kharab land. The rev-
enue department is the real owner of
this land and it has allowed forest de-
partment to claim rights. This is actu-
allyleading to multiple problems, with
forestdepartment claiming rights over
revenue land,” he said.

The committee plans to meet Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah and Krishna
Brye Gowdatoappeal tothemtorelook
intodemands of landless and houseless
people.

T Yeshvantha, general secretary of
Karnataka Prantha Raitha Sangha, told
DH thatthe Congressrode to powerin
2023, after stating in the manifesto that
theywould clear all pending Bagair Hu-
kum land cases.

“Now, therevenue and forest depart-
ments have been functioning contrary
totheassurances. Weheld a protest last
monthto highlightthatseveral farmers
were evicted fromlands they have been
cultivating for ages. The CM assured
thathe will give an appointment to dis-
cusstheseissues, but heisyettodoso,”
hesaid.

3\

Source: Deccan Herald, p.7, Dec.31, 2023
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In that building, the
first four levels house
the mall and the levels
above have the
multiplex. Above that
is a tech park. The OC
has only been issued
for the mall now. The
current parking
facilities are insufficient
and not equipped for
peak load.

M.N. ANUCHETH,
Joint Commissioner of Police
(Traffic), Bengaluru.

The Mall of Asia case is
a good example that
shows we need to do a
holistic impact study of
large commercial
projects prior to
issuing clearances. We
mostly work in
departmental silos and
we need to evolve
mechanisms to
prevent this.

V. RAVICHANDAR.
Civic activist

‘Glaring problem of a lack of
coordination among agencies’

Jahnavi T.R.
BENGALURU

The recent order from the
city police to restrict public
access to Phoenix Mall of
Asia, on Ballari Road, is yet
another example of the
glaring problem of lack of a
holistic approach before
clearing big residential and
commercial projects in the
city, citizen activists have
argued.

Police Commissioner B.
Dayananda, in a letter to
the Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP), re-
quested that the partial oc-
cupancy certificate (OC)
issued to the mall should be
withdrawn or cancelled
owing to the existing issues.

He has also said that ac-
cording to the findings of
the Bengaluru Traffic Police
(BTP) officials, the mall
building should have space
for 10,000 four-wheelers
and two-wheelers, while it
currently only has space for
over 2,300 cars and
two-wheelers.

“The first four levels

cted public access to Phoenix Mall of Asia. SUDHAKARA JAIN

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Jan. 1, 2024

house the mall and the le-
vels above have the multi-
plex. Above that is a tech
park. The OC has only been
issued for the mall now.
The current parking facili-
ties are insufficient and not
equipped for peak load,”
said M.N. Anucheth, Joint
Commissioner of Police
(Traffic), Bengaluru.

When asked if the BTP
was consulted by the BBMP
before issuing the partial
OC, Mr. Anucheth said that
it was not.

However, the existing
law also doesn’t require for
the civic body to consult
the BTP before giving an OC
to a building. However, for
instance, the BBMP asks for
a NOC from the BTP in cer-
tain types of trade, for in-
stance, entertainment.

“Ideally the BTP needs
to be consulted before the
civic body gives an OC to all
buildings that attract large
footfall and vehicle popula-
tion. This should be the cri-
teria rather than the kind of
trade. Such situations may
arise even in a large scale
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apartment,” said Mr.
Anucheth.

“The Mall of Asia case is
a good example that shows
we need to do a holistic im-
pact study of large commer-
cial projects prior to issuing
clearances. We mostly
work in departmental silos
and we need to evolve me-
chanisms to prevent this.,”
said civic activist V.
Ravichandar.

These developments left
citizens wondering why an
OC was issued to the mall
despite it posing what ap-
pears to be a slew of pro-
blems.

However, Tushar Giri
Nath, Chief Civic Commis-
sioner, BBMP, said that the
partial OC was issued only
after verifying that things
were done according to
norms at the time.

“We have not withdrawn
the OC yet. We had partially
issued it to the portion of
the building which com-
plied with our norms. We
will now check again if they
have violated the norms
and diverted the space
which was allotted for park-
ing for some other purpos-
es. We will also check if
there are violations of any
other regulations under
which we had issued the OC
and if we find that there are
violations, then we will
surely take action,” Mr. Giri
Nath said.

Mr. Ravichandar also
pointed out that the criteria
for clearing such projects
should be primarily based
on its access feasibility
through public transport
(metro including stations in
the basement, bus, rail) and
walking modes.

“Insisting on more in-
house parking is counter
productive since it encour-
ages taking out private veh-
icles. Shared parking solu-
tions across the city needs a
policy that incentivises it,”
he said.



Courts in Karnataka
disposed of nearly
17 lakh cases in 2023

Chethan.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Courts in Kar-
natakahad, asof 7pm Sunday;,
disposed of nearly 17 lakh ca-
ses in 2023, even as pendency
continued to haunt them.

Analysis of the National
Judicial Data Grid data
shows that the high court dis-
posed of 87,506 cases, while
the lower courts across taluks
and districts managed about
16lakh cases. Amajority of the
cases disposed of — 14.7 lakh
— had been filed in the past
three years, while over 10,000
were older than 10 years.

22L STILL PENDING

With the increasing use of
technology, the courts are ex-
pected to clear more cases in
the coming year, as Chief Jus-
tice of India DY Chandrachud
had said while addressing the
state judiciary earlier in De-
cember 2023. Commending
the Karnataka judiciary’s ac-
complishment of disposing of
cases in 2023, Justice Chand-
rachud had encouraged jud-
ges to become more acquain-
ted with technological tools.

Notwithstanding the ef-
forts, separate data shows
more than 22.3 lakh cases —
nearly 2.9 lakh of them in the
highcourt—arestill pending.

Of these, 153 have been
pending for more than 30 ye-
ars, while a majority — 19.4
lakh — have been pending for
only a year. Multiple experts
TOI spoke with said a key
concern is the judge-to-popu-
lation ratio, which is about 21
per million in India, and a si-
milar trend is seen across the
states, including Karnataka.

“While India does have a
huge population compared to
other countries, there is not-
hing that stops the govern-

YEAR IN REVIEW
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ments from appointing more
judges, which is not happe-
ning,” one of them said, ad-
ding that the sanctioned
strength itself needs a relook
and the situation on the gro-
und is that not even the sanc-
tioned posts are filled.

Another expert, while po-
inting out that case pendency
is a complex subject which
cannotbecrystallized forare-
ady-made solution, said: “...
The inception of disputes, re-
solution of the same, and deli-
very of justice have tobedealt
with very carefully and sho-
uld be subjective.”

Source: The Times of India, p.5, Jan.1, 2024
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CM asks for AG’s report on unused
lands held by mmmg firms in Ballari

Explore All

LOCKED LANDS

Legal Options,
Officials Told

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesgroup.com

© The company is on the
verge of exiting on
account of enhanced
compensations awarded
by the SC to a few
landowners that may
set a precedent for others
to also seek the same

Bengaluru: The Karnataka
government is currently
grappling with the chal-
lenge of unlocking a sub-
stantial 10,381 acres of in-
dustrial land in Sandur,
which remains unused by

® A central government agency,
NMDC was given a draft
agreement letter in 2021
regarding execution of lease
agreement. Execution of the
agreement and signing of MoU are
pending from the said organization

® The company has been
seeking extension on
account of financial
concerns and legal
disputes regarding the
lands apart from MoEF
clearances getting delayed

three major steel compani-

es — ArcelorMittal, Uttam
Galva,and NMDC.

To devise strategies for
prompting the industries to
commence operations or
find alternatives that safegu-
ard investor sentiments, chi-
ef minister Siddaramaiah
has initiated an exploration
of legal options available to
the government.

As part of this process,
the CM has instructed the
state advocate general to
compile a comprehensive re-

port on the status and legal
intricacies surrounding the
three companies.

A recent meeting during
the winter session of the sta-
te legislature held in Belaga-
vi in December saw Siddara-
maiah engaging in detailed
discussions with a delega-
tion from Ballari, led by San-
dur MLA E Tukaramand dis-
trict minister B Nagendra,
along with officials from the
industries department.

During the discussions,

the chief minister was brie-
fed on the legal complexities
associated with potentially
withdrawing lands from the
three companies. Tukaram
highlighted the challenges,
stating, “While the Arcelor-
Mittal land case is pending
with Supreme Court, the Ut-
tam Galva lands were trans-
ferred to the company from
Brahmani Steels, whose pro-
ject was scrapped by the go-
vernment in 2013 after its
proprietor, G Janardhana

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Jan.2, 2024
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Reddy, became embroiled in
theillegal mining scandal.”
“The third company,
NMDC, isyettofinaliseitsle-
ase deal. With none of these
three companies initiating
their units, the plight of far-
mers in the region has beco-
me a growing concern,” he
added. In response to these
concerns, Siddaramaiah has
directed the Advocate Gene-
ral to scrutinise the legaliti-
es surrounding the three
companies and provide a re-

port promptly. However, so-
urces reveal that Uttam Gal-
va has already been granted
a three-year time extension
tocommence its unit. The de-
cision was taken at the State
High Level Clearance Com-
mittee (SHLCC) meeting
chaired by the CM himself
and held in Belagavi on the
sidelines of the session.

“ArcelorMittal lands and
NMDC properties are under
separate consideration, whi-
le Uttam Galva has been
granted a three-year exten-
sion, as opposed to its origi-
nal request for a six-year ex-
tension,” disclosed an offici-
al from the Chief Minister's
Office (CMO). The govern-
ment will await the advocate-
general's report before ma-
king any decisions regar-
dingthe individual cases.

In 2010, the government
had identified nearly 5,000
acres in Kudithini and Hara-
ginadoni villages of Ballari
for a steel plant ArcelorMit-
tal wanted to set up with an
estimated investment of Rs
30,000 crore. However, the
project did not take off.
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Social Issues

The long battle to make Kannada
mandatory on signboards in Karnataka

Kannada Development Authority submitted a draft of a legislation for implementation of Kannada language in the State and its holistic development in 2021

EXPLAINER

Yemen S.
BENGALURU

The story so far

engaluru, a pivotal
Bcemre for IT-relat-
ed services that

draws professionals from
various parts of the coun-
try, has long wrestled with
the nuanced issue of lan-
guage preference. The ci-
ty’s varied linguistic envi-
ronment has, at times,
resulted in tensions.

Bengalureans, especial-
ly its retailers, were
shocked to see mobs des-
cend to the streets vanda-
lising non-Kannada sign-
boards last week. This was
preceded by an announce-
ment by the city’s civic bo-
dy that all sign boards
should have at least 60%
Kannada and the rest in
any language and set a Fe-
bruary 28, 2024 deadline
to implement the same.
However, a Kannada or-
ganisation Karnataka
Rakshana Vedike (KRV)
took to streets to “enforce”
this rule on December 27.
The situation grew tense as
some resorted to
vandalism.

What is the confusion
over rules?

Many retailers and com-
mercial  establishments
were taken aback by the
civic body’s announce-
ment of implementation of
the sign board rule by Fe-
bruary end next year, and
said they were not even
aware of such a rule being
in existence, as earlier at-
tempts by the State govern-
ment to implement such a
norm had faced legal
hurdles.

For instance, Retailers
Association of India wrote
to Chief Secretary of Kar-
nataka, Rajneesh Goel,
seeking his “urgent inter-
vention” to stop any furth-

Karnataka Rakshana Vedike members stage a protest rally demanding businesses to minimise the usag
language on banners and signboards, in Bengaluru on December 27. ANI

er acts of vandalism and
violence against retail out-
lets in the city. They furth-
er claimed that hearing a
writ petition RAI filed in
the High Court of Karnata-
ka in 2019, the Court had
granted a stay order on the
60% Kannada in sign-
boards rule.

‘What is the history of
this tension?

The tussle between the go-
vernment keen on mandat-
ing Kannada usage in sign-
boards and commercial
establishments trying to
resist it has a long history
in Bengaluru.

Back in 2008, rules
were framed under the
Karnataka Shops and Com-
mercial ~ Establishments
(Amendment) Act. Rule
24-A said that Kannada
should have prominence
on the name board of a bu-
siness establishment. Rule
26 provided for a fine to be
imposed if Rule 23-A was
not followed. Followed by
this, in 2009, the Supreme
Court had dismissed a plea

by the Karnataka govern-
ment to mandate use of
Kannada on sign boards.
However, notices conti-
nued to be issued to shops
and retailers to display sign
boards in Kannada.

The State’s implementa-
tion has not been taken
well by all retailers and
companies. In the same
year, Vodafone Essar South
filed a writ appeal in the
Karnataka High Court. In
the case of Vodafone Essar
South vs State of Karnata-
ka, the Karnataka High
Court had prevented the
State government from
mandating language use
for shops and establish-
ments. The State had
claimed that the Labour
Department could enforce
Kannada usage on sign-
boards under Rule 24-A of
the Karnataka Shops and
Establishments Act, 1961.

However, in 2018, the
then city mayor R. Sam-
path Raj had directed
shops to display boards
predominantly in Kanna-
da, with a stipulation that it

must cover two-thirds of
the space while leaving the
remainder for other lan-
guages. The BBMP went as
far as warning that failure
to comply with these in-
structions could result in
the revocation of trade li-
censes for establishments.
This move by the civic bo-
dy triggered controversy as
establishment owners ar-
gued that without a policy
in place, the BBMP’s deci-
sion might not be held up
in a court of law. Challeng-
ing this RAI went to the
High Court and got a stay
order on the same move in
2019.

How is the government
implementing the rule
now?
Following repeated failures
to ensure usage of Kanna-
da in signboards in the
state through Rule 24-A of
the Karnataka Shops and
Establishments Act, 1961,
the State government took
another route.

Kannada Development
Authority, statutory body

Source: The Hindu, p.9, Jan. 1, 2024
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4
e of English and promote the native

for the development of the
language, submitted a
draft of a legislation for im-
plementation of Kannada
language use in the State
and its holistic develop-
ment in 2021. The Karnata-
ka Legislative Assembly
and Council passed the
draft bill in 2022 and The
Kannada Language Com-

A KRV member vandalises the signboard of a business establishment

during the protest in Bengaluru on December 27. ANI

various malls, shops and
commercial i

1983, expressed his sup-

ments asking them to
change their sign boards to
those where Kannada is
used prominently. Howev-
er, given they did not re-
ceive an encouraging res-
ponse, they announced a
protest on December 27
and also met chief civic

p Dev
Act, 2022, was enacted.
Section 17 (6) of this Act
states: “The Rule states
that the upper half portion
of boards displaying the
names of commercial, in-
dustrial and business un-
dertakings, trusts, counsel-
ing centres, hospitals,
laboratories, amusement
centers and hotels etc.,
functioning with the ap-
proval and sanction of go-
vernment or local authori-
ties, shall be in Kannada
and the lower half can be
in any other language.”
KRV took up a campaign
to implement this rule un-
der the new law for the
past three months. KRV ac-
tivists have been going to

cc i of the city
Tushar Giri Nath appealing
to him to implement the
rule.

Following this, BBMP
set the February 28, 2024,
deadline directing com-
mercial establishments to
change signboards accord-
ingly as per Section 17(6) of
the The Kannada Lan-
guage Comprehensive De-
velopment Act, 2022,
which unlike earlier at-
tempts has not been chal-
lenged legally.

On December 25, chief
minister  Siddaramaiah,
who started his political
career as the chairman of
Kannada Kavalu Samiti,
the precursor of Kannada
Development Authority in

port for impl ion of
the rule.

“We consider not only
those who have been born
here, but all those who
have come here to eke out
a living as Kannadigas. In
Karnataka, Kannada gets
the first priority. It is eve-
ryone’s duty to respect the
law of the land where they
earn a living. In order to
promote Kannada in the
State, it has been made
mandatory to use 60%
Kannada in sign boards of
all commercial establish-
ments.”

“February 28 is the dea-
dline for this. Follow the
rules and be a proud Kan-
nadiga,” he wrote on social
media X.

A protest that
degenerated into
vandalism

The next day, KRV started a
protest against non-Kanna-
da sign boards which de-
generated into vandalism.
The intensity of vandalism
was notably high on the In-

ternational Airport Road.
There were also reports of
vandalism from Central
Business District, K.R. Pu-
ram, Rajajinagar, Chickpet,
and Mysuru Road.

City Police have till date
booked 13 cases and arrest-
ed nearly 60 KRV activists
including its president T. A.
Narayana Gowda, who led
the protests. Protests have
continued in the city de-
manding the immediate re-
lease of Mr. Gowda.

‘What necessitates
Ordinance?

Meanwhile, Mr. Siddara-
maiah held a high level
meeting to implement
Kannada in sign boards
and announced that the
government will promul-
gate an ordinance making
amendments to the The
Kannada Language Com-
prehensive Development
Act, 2022, to bring clarity
to the Kannada sign board
rule.

Mr. Siddaramaiah said
that an ordinance will be
brought to Section 17(6) of
the Kannada Language
Comprehensive Develop-
ment Act, 2022, which will
clearly state the ratio of
60% of content on sign
boards to be in Kannada,
and the rest 40% to be in
other languages. Presently
section 17 (6) only says the
top half of the signboard
has to be in Kannada and
the bottom half in any
language.

Will it stand judicial
review?

While retailers have ar-
gued that such a norm
mandating commercial es-
tablishments to use Kanna-
da in signboards have re-
peatedly been shot down
by the courts, the State go-
vernment feels that this
time they have a strong
case as the rule emanates
from a law on the compre-
hensive development of
Kannada language and not
law that governs shops and
establishments.



B khata-like
systemin
urban local

bodies soon

Times NEws NETWORK

"] "o streamline property
transactions and simp-
lify the process for the pub-
lic, the state government is
allsettointroducea B khata-
like instrument for semi-le-
gal properties within the li-
mits of urban local bodies
across the state. This will be
on the lines of the system
currently in force within
Bengalurucity.

Announcingthis, Rahim
Khan, minister for munici-
pal administration, said on
Tuesday that without a kha-
ta, property owners faced a
lot of difficulty in obtaining
loans, constructing houses,
or in engaging in any finan-
cial transaction.

The move aims to add-
ress the inconvenience fa-
ced by the public due to non-
issuance of formno.3inthe-
se areas. The said form ne-
eds to be submitted by pro-
perty owners in Bengaluru
who do not have a PID (pro-
perty identification) or a
Khatanumber.

Tospeed up introduction
of a khata, the government
had formed a cabinet sub-
committee that included
ministers Eshwar Khand-
re, Krishna Byre Gowda,
and HK Patil. Khan said
the sub-committee recom-
mended expansion of A
khataand Bkhatasystems
across theentire state.

Source: The Times of India, p.3, Jan.3, 2024
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City police registered 68,518 cases
last year, up from 46,187 in 2022

Data released by the police shows a significant rise in narcotics seizures registered in Bengaluru city

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he year 2023 wit-
T nessed a steep in-
crease in the num-

ber of cases registered with
a total of 68,518 cases com-
pared to 46,187 cases re-
ported in 2022, However
the police attributed the
significant increase to en-
hanced awareness and in-
itiatives such as filing suo
motu cases, complaints via
the 112 control room lead-
ing to FIRs, and e-FIR in-
itiatives started by them.

‘While the city police are
yet to release the full data
for crimes in the city dur-
ing 2023, they released the
data on enforcement on
Tuesday.

The data shows a signifi-
cant rise in narcotics sei-
zures registered in the city:
3,433 cases leading to the
seizure of 5,387 kg of drugs
worth ¥103.21 crore during
2023. Though the number
of narcotics cases regis-

Infigures

Total no. of cases reported| 46,187 | 68,518

Narcotics cases

2022 2023

Convictions in 2023

n Trial completed

in 21,428 cases, of
which conviction and
punishment given in
15,229 cases.

Reported 4,027 3,433 -
n65accused in 48
e O [ 5,387 cases given 14 years
Value in 92.7 crore | 103.21 crore or life sentence.
Arrests 4,399 n2laccusedin

Cases against foreign nationals
in 2023

No. of | No. of foreigners | No. of persons

11 cases given
punishment between
10 and 14 years.

s19accusedin
18 cases given
punishment between
7 and 10 years.

Other highlights

=388 absconding accused in old cases tracked down and arrested

w45 individuals externed from the city

= Goonda Act invoked against 14 rowdy-sheeters

u QR code-based feedback system introduced at all police stations

tered has significantly
come down from 4,027
cases booked in 2022, the
total quantity of drugs

seized and its value has
shot up significantly. In
2022, 4,027 narcotics cases
were booked and 4,228 kg

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Jan. 3, 2024

City

of drugs worth ¥92.7 crore
was seized. A total of 4,399
people, including 126 fo-
reign nationals, were ar-
rested in 2023,

In some of the impor-
tant recoveries made, the
CCB busted an inter-State
drug racket and seized
¥11.44 crore worth of 1,438
kg of ganja in June 2023,
and recovered T30 crore
worth of narcotics from
two Nigerian nationals ar-
rested in Ramamurthy Na-
gar in November 2023,

The police also invoked
Prevention of Illicit Traffic
in Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances (PIT-
NDPS) Act against 30-year-
old Akhilesh Kumar, a na-
tive of Bihar.

The accused was a habi-
tual peddler with as many
as six cases of drugs ped-
dling in and around the ci-
ty against him and confis-
cated his properties,
including movable and im-
movable, which he had
amassed through his illegal

dip in detection rate in 2023

Bengaluru registered a total of 631 crimes against children in 2023, up from 561 cases the previous year, according to data

earnings.

The city police arrested
126 foreign nationals and
247 of them staying illegal-
ly in the city were deport-
ed to their homelands. A
total of 388 absconding ac-
cused in old cases were
tracked down. While 45 in-
dividuals were externed
from the city, Goonda Act
was invoked against 14 row-
dy-sheeters. Trial was com-
pleted in 21,428 cases, of
which conviction and pun-
ishment was given in
15,229 cases, of which 65
accused were sentenced to
life.

Some of the major cases
cracked by the city police
include the arrest of the ac-
cused who wrote death-
threat letters to writers,
busting the illegal sex de-
termination and abortion
racket, a child smuggling
and sale racket, and a cy-
bercrime network that in-
volved cheating 5,013 indi-
viduals of 854 crore, the
city police claimed.

saw rise in criminal offences,

released by the police; compared to the previous year, there was a 41% rise in robbery cases as well in 2023

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he city registered a
Ttotal of 12,627 cri-
minal offences in

2023, of which only 3,603
cases were been detected,
according to data released
by the Bengaluru city pol-
ice on Wednesday.

While the number of cri-
minal offences have steadi-
ly risen over the past two
years, the detection rate
has fallen. Detection rate in
these cases in 2023 has
been 28.5%, while it was
45% in 2022. Motor vehicle
theft topped the list of
these offences with 5,909
cases.

The city saw a rise in the
number of murders by 31%
from 173 in 2022 to 207 in
2023, of which 202 cases
have been detected. Ho-

In figures

w Murder 153
m Dacoity 35

u Robbery 364
w Chain snatching 166
= House-break theft 789
wKidnapping 803
mCrimes against women | 2,020
n Crimes against children | 479

........ [ 2021 | 2022 | 2023

173 207
23 36
478 673
151 153
881 1,144
931 1,189
2,630 | 3,260
561 631

wever, most of these mur-
ders were due to sudden
provocation, illicit affairs,
family issues, personal en-
mity among other reasons
- murders which the police
cannot prevent. Murders
for gain, which reflects pol-
icing in the city, has come
down drastically from a
whopping 17 in 2022 to two
in 2023 and both of them
have been cracked. Howev-

er, rowdy-related murders,
another litmus test for pol-
icing, has shot up from
four in 2022 to seven in
2023.

Compared to the pre-
vious year, there was a 41%
rise in robbery cases as
well in 2023. However, of
the 673 robbery cases, 385
(57%) of them were mo-
bile-snatching cases.
Chain-snatching cases

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Jan. 4, 2024
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have also seen a marginal
rise from 151 to 153.

Cases related to moles-
tation saw a steep rise with
1,135 cases reported in
2023 compared to 731 cas-
es in 2022. This, according
to the police, was due to
better reporting of cases.
Crimes against women to-
tal to 3,260 cases, includ-
ing 176 rape cases. Howev-
er, of these rape cases, 115
cases were related to pro-
mise of love/marriage and
in most cases the accused
were known to the victim.
Only in three cases were
the accused unknown to
the victim. Of the crimes
against women, expected-
ly, cases registered under
Dowry (Prohibition) Act
and over cruelty by hus-
band and his relatives tops
the list with 1,007 cases.
Police have also booked 161

cases under the Immoral
Trafficking Act.

The city registered a to-
tal of 631 crimes against
children in 2023, up from
561 cases the previous
year. Of these, a majority
of the cases 560 of them
were under The Protection
of Children from Sexual Of-
fences Act, 2012, up from
480 in 2022.

Though the detection
rate among POCSO Act,
2012 cases has been good
and stands at 96% even in
2023 - 538 of 560 cases de-
tected, it has dipped from
99% over the last two
years.

While six cases have
been booked over child
marriage, four cases were
booked over child labour.
A total of 40 cases were
booked under Juvenile Jus-
tice Act.



478 Reported
Last Year

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: The city’s top po-
lice officer has admitted the
spike in the number of robbe-
ries, house break-in thefts
(HBTs) and motor vehicle
thefts last year is matter of
concern and promised that ef-
forts would be made to prevent
such crimes this year:

According to statistics,
673 robberies were reported
in 2023 and 437 cases detec-
ted. In the previous year,
478 cases were reported and
414 solved.

Mostof therobberies we-
re committed by wannabe
rowdies who attacked or
threatened people with let-
hal weapons, especially at
night, and robbed them of
their valuables like gold or-
naments, cash and mobile
phones. While 265 HBTs we-
re reported during daytime,
118 of them were detected.
Of the 879 such cases repor-
ted at night, 264 of them we-
redetected.

Police commissioner
B Dayananda told TOI that
the force’s main focus was
on “prevention and detec-
tionof cases.”

“We have taken note of
the increase in robberies,
HBTs and motor vehicle
thefts. We will take measu-
res to prevent such crimes.
Apart from increasing pat-
rolling, we will analyse the
pattern of crimes including
the areas and timing. We
will also keep a watch on the

77% increase in cybercrime cases

—TheIT capital of
Bengalurusaw17,623

movements of the habitual
offenders,” hesaid.

Target: Locked houses

The police commissioner
advised people to take pre-
cautions while leaving their
houses locked.

“They should not put
padlocks on the doors and
notlock the gates. They sho-
uld keep one or two lights
(on) when they go out of the
city. They should ensure
that milk packets and new-
spapers are not delivered
when they arenot in the city.
They should also inform lo-

cal police and their neighbo-
urs when they are out,” Day-
anandasaid.

HBTsarethe cases where
burglars gain entry into ho-
uses by breaking their doors
or windows. House thefts
are those where burglarsen-
ter buildings without brea-
kingin. Last year, 1692 house
thefts were reported and 376
detected. House thefts could
occur if residents keep the
keys in flowerpots, shoe
racks or other places or lea-
ve their doors unlocked.

Vehicles parked on the
roadside at night due tolack

of parking space in residen-
tial buildings become tar-
gets of thieves. “People of-
ten leave keys in their vehi-
cles and go home or to
work,” apolice officer said.

“This year we have intro-
duced an e-FIR registration
facility for people to report
vehicle thefts. So more peo-
ple are reporting vehicle
thefts even if the vehicles
are old and worth about Rs
5,000-10,000. By reporting,
they can easily claim the in-
surance,” said Srinivas R
Gowda, deputy commissio-
ner of police (Crime-2)

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Jan.4, 2024
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stations so thatall policemen
will gettraining to register
and investigate such cases.
Required logistics are
provided toall police
stations.”

Currently, thereare eight
CEN crime police stations,
oneineachdivisionand one
cybercrime police station at
the office of the
commissioner of police.

Robbery | 673| 437 478| 414| 364| 317 cybercrime casesin
HBT gday) 25| 18] 179] 9| 135] & iﬁiﬁl;":ﬂg;i‘,‘.‘:.;‘.?,i‘;‘; .
HBT (night) | 879 269| 702| 333| 654 361 1n2021,6,422 cybercrime
House thefts | 1,692| 376| 912| 339| 591| 290 caseswereseen n thecity.
Motor vehicle thefts l 5909| 1437] 5062| 1,965 R4,1ﬂ2§1 x:e,'sgaﬂ DoaratiTald ..cyberc?ime
e 5D is the future of crime. So we
% Most robberies were committed have started reporting
P TR2 8 by wannabe rowdies who attacked cybercrime casesatall police
Killings for gain 2 17 8 | orthreatened people with lethal
Rowdy murders 7 4 | 12 | weapons and robbed them of their
llicit 2| 5| 2 valuables like gold ornaments,
Dowry-related 2 2 5 cash and cellphones, police said
Sudden & grave provocation 49 40 24
Domestic problems | 31 30 18
Previous enmity 31 28 34
Dispute over loans, money | 17 1 9
Property dispute 4 T 6
Live-in i 4 5 =
Love intrigue 14 4 -
Other reasons | 14 15
Total .l
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Urban Affairs

Makeitawalkable city

Tender SURE is good
but what’s needed are
accountability, adherence
to safety standards and well-
designed walkbale spaces,
not merely well-built roads

NITHYA RAMESH

he tragic deaths of 23-year-old
TSounda.rya and her 9-month-old

child in November are a heart-
breaking incident and should be unac-
ceptablein 2lst-century Bengaluru. The
governmentmustbeheldaccountable—
inatangibleway for negligence—forthe
electrocutionincidentonafootpath. Let
us be clear that this wasindeed a “man-
made error,” literally and figuratively,
given that men predominantly hold the
positions of political and executive pow-
erin Bengaluru.

Bengaluru, known forits fair weather
allyear and urban innovations like Ten-
der SURE (Specifications for Urban
RoadsExecution)and creating arguably
India’slongeststretch of walkable roads
inacity centre, needs to havezerotoler-
ance for pedestrian fatalities of any kind.
Yet, Bengaluruwitnessed 248 pedestri-
andeaths and 819 pedestrianinjuriesin
2022,anaverageof three perdayand the
second highestin India.

In this particular instance, a live wire
of the BESCOM was lying unattended
ontheroad. Power lines, instead of lying
on the road, should be lying beneath it
in HDPE/DWC/RCC pipes with RCC
chambers at every alternate property.
As per Tender SURE standards, naked
cablesare onlyallowed in the chambers
for individual property connections.
This greatly reduces the possibility of
electrocution. Being buried under the
earth also offers natural earthing and
protection, which is further reinforced
with HDPE/DWC ducting for both
high-tension and low-tension (HT and
LT) cables. There are also global stand-
ards for organising power cables over
the ground if cities find the costs of un-
derground ducting prohibitive.

This is frankly not just a question of
power lines alone. Bengalurueans de-
serve 14,000 km of walkable footpaths,
i.e.,coveringeverystreetin every neigh-
bourhood. There hastobe accountabil-
ity for street construction and mainte-
nance from a public safety perspective,
whetheritistripping, falling intodrains
due to broken or missing cover slabs, or
fatalitiesdueto potholes or naked power
cables. The core issue is that roads and
public spaces in Bengaluru are treated
as civil engineering projects. We need
roadsand public spaces to be designed,
notjust built, because it is urban design
thatwill make our roadsand publicspac-
escentricrather than concrete-centric.
Wealsoneed agreater numberof citizen
women planners, designers, and engi-
neers to design and build our cities for
them to be equitable and empathetic.

Bengaluru has the benefit of Tender

SURE, a home-grown urban design
standard. Its key features include con-
tinuous and even footpaths, uniform
lane widths, safe intersections, and
organised underground utilities un-
der footpaths in ducts, which prevent
frequent road-cutting. To the credit of
successive chief ministers and govern-
mentsofKarnatakaand administrations
of the BBMP, 60 km of Tender SURE
roads (albeit with some dilution) have
been implemented in the CBD (central
business district), of which 30 km were
under the Smart Cities Mission.
Theengineersofthe BBMPhavebeen
inspired enough to separately replicate
Tender SURE footpathdesignsonsever-
alroadsin the city. Tender SURE isalso

being implemented in Hubballi-Dhar-
wad, with 11.5 km completed and 12 km
in progress. Tender SURE designs are
now being adapted and scaled across 20
cities in five states in India. In a recent
monitoring and evaluation study con-
ducted onthe completed Tender SURE
roads by Jana USP, we found walkability
onTender SURE roads tobe150%high-
er than control roads, i.e., non-Tender
SURE roads.

Bengaluru would therefore benefit
from adapting Tender SURE design
guidelines to all categories of roads, in-
novatingonoverhead cabling, creatinga
modularapproach withrespecttosepa-
ratestandards for each of the eightcom-
ponentsofpublicinfrastructure passing
throughroads (power, water, sewerage,
drain, gas, telecom, streetlighting, traf-
fic surveillance),and most importantly,
notifying design, implementation, and
maintenance guidelines as mandatory
forallroads.

The absence of mandatory design,
implementation, and maintenance
standards is no longer a nice-to-have
but a must-have, given that citizens
are tragically paying with their lives for
the absence of such guidelines and ac-
countability for them. Once guidelines
arenotified, everykilometre of roadand
footpath in Bengaluru needs to have a
responsible engineer tagged againstthe
same, withradical transparencyinroad
worksand budgets.

Awalkable Bengaluruwillyield prov-
enbenefitsof better healthand wellness,
improved access to public transport,
economicand academic opportunities,

particularly for women and the urban
poor, reduced traffic congestion, im-
proved air quality, a more equitable so-
ciety,and avibrant economy. It will also
preventavoidable man-made tragedies.

Itwill helpif the Tender SURE roads
andfootpathsfollow the standardsmen-
tioned below:

Design

= Continuous and evenly paved—not
broken at entry exits, protected with
bollards or landscapes from vehicular
traffic

= Footpath to beraised above the travel
lane by 150mm and sloped towards the
drain.

m Designated crossings at midblock
(every 200 m) and intersections. Pel-
ican crossings to be provided at busy
junctionsand high-traffic areas. Ramps
with a 1:20 slope to be provided for uni-
versal accessibility at crossings.

m Footpath to be finished with paver
blocks or tiles with proper subgrade to
prevent sinking due to rats burrowing
and shifting of soil underground.

m Tactile pavers to be provided as per
harmonious guidelines.

= Well-lit footpaths with nodark patch-
es—an 8-metre pole every 24 metres, a
6-metre pole every 18 metres, ora 3-me-
tre pole every 10 metres.

= Inclusion oflandscape, publicart, sig-
nage and wayfinding, street furniture,
and designated vending for a vibrant
public realm.

= Organised and designated spaces for
amenities such as power transformers,
bus stops, dustbins, and on-street park-
ing—to ensure unhindered and safe
movement of pedestrians.

= Organised underground utilities—
power and telecom in HDPE/DWC
ducts with chambers at every alternate
property for individual property con-
nections and maintenance.

m Ifover-the-ground power cabling has
to be provided, safety precautions and
standards are to be followed to prevent
loss oflife, especially during heavy rains.

Implementation

= Standards for typical contract agree-
ments and tender documents

m A ssingle overarching contract to pre-
vent dilution, in which a selected con-
tractor can subcontract, but there is one
person accountable and responsible.

= Standardsfor detailed projectreports,
bills of quantities, andgood-for-con-
struction drawings

= Standards for project sequencing

= Standards for quality check and de-
sign compliance check

Maintenance
= Contractor to havean operationsand
maintenance clause of 3-5 years for all
components of the road
= Maintenance manuals to increase
longevity of roads
= Safety standards
m Repair standards for all components
of the road

(The writer is director-urban design,
Jana Urban Space)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.8, Dec.30, 2023
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Contract awarded to L&T
to construct Kanaka Line

The stretch of BSRP runs a distance of 37.92 km between Heelalige and Rajanukunte

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

onstruction major
C Larsen and Toubro

(L&T) has been
awarded the tender by the
Rail Infrastructure Deve-
lopment Company (Karna-
taka) Limited (K-Ride) to
construct a 37.92 km Kana-
ka Line (Heelalige to Raja-
nukunte) under the Benga-
luru Suburban Rail Project
(BSRP). L&T had also
bagged the contract for ci-
vil work on Corridor-2
(Chikkabanawara to Bai-
yappanahalli for 25.2 km)
and the work is ongoing in
full swing.

With the current tender
award, a total length of
72.08 km of civil work (ele-
vated and at-grade) for
BSRP has been awarded,
which is around 50% of the
BSRP total project align-
ment. With this contract,
work on two suburban rail
lines will take off.

LoA issued

The K-Ride on Saturday is-
sued a Letter of Accep-
tance (LoA) for this line
named as Kanaka Line that
connects Heelalige and Ra-

A pictorial representation of the shared alignment between BMRCL and BSRP at Benniganahalli.

janukunte. The tender
price is pegged at T1,040.51
crore. The tender period is
30 months. The L&T is ex-
pected to commence civil
works shortly.

This contract also in-
cludes the construction of
double decker alignment
of 1.2 km length for BSRP
Corridor-1 and Corridor-4
near Yelahanka. The con-
tract also includes the con-
struction of a BSRP elevat-
ed viaduct of length 500 m

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Dec. 31, 2023

65

below the BMRCL viaduct
near Benniganahalli, duly
sharing the right of way
between BSRP and
BMRCL. This is a first of its
kind in India.

Priority corridors

Corridors 2 and 4 were the
Phase-1 priority corridors
as fixed by the Karnataka
government. As the loan
agreement is  already
signed with KfW, Germany,
for 500 million Euros, and

a loan agreement for 300
million euros is expected
to be signed with the Euro-
pean Investment Bank
(EIB) in March 2024, the
tender for Corridor-1 and
Corridor-3 will also be in-
vited shortly, K-RIDE said
in a statement on Saturday.
South Western Railways
is in an advanced stage of
handing over the Railway
land (115.5 acre) for Corri-
dor-4 and is expected to be
completed soon.



Wk 81 3.20€ 239,203 032e%3030 I3 3 FD@T N | 9P FoRMed Tozy TR Y03 VRIS LT

mm 3a‘s’e sos 20248 esdow 06T

. Mcdd m Worieecd
mahabaleshwarkalkam@tmagrwp com

7 ainedEd Swawnd F20w@o0¢ -3
® o o 3
%3 OF Potnelse 2o, (SEVE) e 00 B
if nomo 2028 2031 2041 2051 SR SRAFYHTRRCHIT 8.0
I @38 ol BHID 18.60

O -1 4.63 489 591 6.66
it SFOAT TIRAFTHTES, 16.80 3.30¢

o - » -
cedd momor-132 U< WO -2 172 181 218 2.46 .{:m: Snrir iy a0 31
Ho30  4dc  Tedoed 7 wa 635 670 8.10 9.12 caemdt 1Al 15 AT aed

3 2ag AnnIICINS.
SomTOIONG 32.15 8.20¢ N /f Qo A3

e 2 SR, w0 == 44 3.20¢, 31 denorich [l
T e Siseid 3215 ¢.2o¢. ] o0 3atRozorbyd.

Snna chon schuridiino Seoma ""“%
12 2o dRirgd 9 Bep, e
doyeanid wodd. w0
®O-30 MDFFYORIT WRFIINT 54
Fnrirmy DR 37 8. 20 Bo03.
V:J.ai wbmor

L /| SO@E-1 | eodeismomct-1360 2.0 wS 4l
X 125 &.20e. TeIDow SoPYTI 32.15 8. 20¢ IRArw,
Fo0m0s-2 22 VERETHD WSO T3 BOFF - 209,

LazTpen IRre T Ruidsdna 12
$.000 TRMFTY, 9 Aeneond wIdH. S et
QOBRAT G, W Bprivn 2eoned 9 et
ToTur 30T, WDITY WosH Vousdiort

RN B R WIOT.
FRYEQ BN RUmS -1 SRR S IYeTn BerdSReod Snnte
&S (300 Snrtr) Bes- 2 Ennrddaodit D D (SFOAT IRAFTT)
Towgr wiodOd. Bmb §.60F . oled Eny Bnrs, Ancos, dn:’.z:eg
O onvach s, AN o -4 Fnc au.g: ave aof e RO, T3, SOBEORL BT, Tadwey,
8. @‘rf o ?160“0 Tod o3 BATEE -IFWAS HRDT 143 44.65 .2 FIOT MRy TH Rrrd o 4.8 #4003, workast Kitd, mebreace,
T35 LFOWT odee ATl 001t 3 To3w adnewdnt 16,328 daesd o, 2, BERg D, A e Dok SaTEREg, §ER0RTY, T
B wmd IReonK Ell 2z comuronnd. Somyones . wite et ..:w:: -:az::r REY BT R, ':M‘v‘v. end, ..ru;
10;?‘ TeITHSNS 32. 15 3. ,.:'rw 2200 NOMTRY 22 [T acdn g_,u mwmn P pggm}\ ..:;M‘a ngz‘r (.;m\‘s
wods, 20288 8 SRNF Xowncd SnFHROE), B3 OF 4.65 vg Toinedsd L e B Rporied) Aot et T,
FednRedDHHRTomd WaouT L R06LE. HTer clarxs SRWOMLY Fnm Brrbod T, WIRF, QOFF
LTI SRS LTTRGy, tor) s Tats, AT ST 82,2007y, ‘ BB IS SRIDISIDL ey, Wermer, Gt E,
g 0T, o 005 6, , s ToZptds, SN ARANIE 262 SNSRI S B RD W, ST of, HBe
Laeredesd. Qe 207cS at 1A 110 98 HampRRRRItd. SWeRer USRI, o, e, 53, reftesg
2TSY 2¢.85 yRr BIRO .Mv&r.t 00 3615 (RN SHANHTOR 2008, -SRcdent BROE e slon’ sudgen e stod B, R

Source: Vijayakarnataka, p.8, Dec.31, 2023

T20FFIGI0 BGF0OTE BTOWIT WHBNILD FTFTE D0V AN FOBD

somsnonon Sotls: Zms

° R WeLT

Boredh: 23onEedn RBe0E DeoTZANY 23ess0d5N Zogort o3
EROBTE eUTINONAR ‘S, @, ey oleednyd
Reip’ TomErRN), IO 0320 26003 2dondRds  WFS
DR  AGFORT, DI 22) wwoPsabr  cdeensndr
129 &.Q0e. QVTE B XOTBE DT $edTTH. BTWIO Tow,
2000 FONFTRGI0D TN BN d)s&/a QPO a*oa)

IBID TTIII),  ITFCT o8 JDHFO IRMF DWFHI
momgd‘f% R & 42303.‘.»9 195 c0c. 98.20 5 ve. Mﬁﬁme 376&)2 cloasonsta, ZRAN oo

Sosdar XD QBT B (Boa1E25UE3) (mna.aumsaurs) (DdewERd BOITY) (‘;Q"ma:;f‘ga;i);ex f:az:g;;) p—
Heedd A oo £ ¥ ° omT WHI?:  IEFOROT

aSoez00 (0TS IO, 2ed, NS, OMAeeHI TN,  T0T
BN TRF-AR0Q) TTT 8, TPRFT I, o3nezSon 239N =4
15... 24..,
239573000 DB ; GEqmoaﬂm)ommMeag

QRFED 2TODT SO

eozInonén QIYDWT0-  [IRFT  LRMMERY, BRI odeend wOTe VWFTOT
80, ©O0R WOPBROW OFFIDFO JRNFRE [0 80Ty ITFT B 03,0emI0NY,
TTRTIZ, DA0BT'ARF,  TOTIFWE 803F VW NOTH 8030705 TT 3000 0.

TFFOT FN0T BT, SNVT ~ DR0BT RS ©HZOND INCBRYNS  TodwessN
B WX Jeod Jmwrterty 3920, whI  dede,  Ceones),
gnse ARROT DIDHRW 8 ddeexd A0 QUTINonr QYO
) IR ZoZrHm  RAom  Beor  2IT. B X0, VNIV odeexs.
T TDFO [PNE  STTR FI0NFTGZ0D T30H SUTTONER), ROTEEILD

ANFDPHT B deenIod IBI Ty, IHFOROT Sgah  eUIIMC  oleenS
SUTETIN. OTR  Eee0B. AP 686.(3)&'“%@5@0&06&@%@ nmmnmmbmnmamag

Secd Y T FopuneD, TSI TodnY (©980505, 2T, SAED arieaon) BB, BROE  TJeIR0n
IRNEMYR), DB (REed  Iozohod B odeexdi F0edRBY  STE-TRT oW
0%), 0eexg (SIBHT  BNOTNTZ)TRN Roedp, w3 WSHTN Dedp HZDVS 0, IRMFTIER) 2ERROBE VTN JINR JPRWI)TD 8, 0T
03), ©31838 (BRI TF) ©HZ0ND IFTORAT. PUTIND,F0R, B.3. BTDIRT®  FPRBLRMTR) Q00 36808,  BY  Beecouned  Koes’

) BT mow, HANYS AEH wone mOeeRY, o[ Bedd JerFm. B3 ITHNINC  O[W  TRRRRIT’ T3S,

Source: Prajavani, p.2A, Jan.2, 2024

66



Road accident fatalities rise to 909
in 2023 in city, says police report

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The year 2023 saw the
highest number of road ac-
cident fatalities in the city,
according to data released
by Bengaluru Traffic Police
(BTP).

A total of 909 people
were killed in 880 acci-
dents on the city’s roads
last year. This is the highest
number of fatalities in road
accidents the city has re-
corded. In 2022, 772 peo-
ple were killed in 752 acci-
dents. Not just that, the
total number of accidents
has also risen from 3,822 in
2022 to 5,004 in 2023.

‘Fatality rate declining’

However, M.N. Anu-
cheth, Joint Commissioner
of Police (Traffic), said that
while the number of acci-
dents and fatalities were
increasing in absolute
numbers, the accident fa-
tality rate for every one
lakh vehicles on the streets
had been declining. Over
the last four years itself,
the city has added over 25
lakh vehicles. “Moreover,
2020, 2021, and 2022 were

The total number of road accidents increased from 3,822 in 2022 to

N

5,004 in 2023, according to data released by Bengaluru Traffic

Police. FILE PHOTO

Accidents in 2023

Fatal
accidents

880

Number of people
killed in accidents

909

Non-fatal | Number of people
accidents  injured
4,095 4,201

m Cases registered (contact enforcement): 2,49,624

m Cases registered (contactless enforcement): 87,25,321

m Fine collected: ¥184.83 crore

m Drunk and drive cases booked: 7,055

m Fatal accidents caused by drunk drivers: 16

m Number of green corridors created for medical emergencies: 22

pandemic years and out-
liers,” he said. For in-
stance, the accident fatali-

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Jan. 2, 2024
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ty rate (deaths in road
accidents for every lakh
vehicle population) in 2019

was 8.77 and has dipped to
7.5 in 2023, data shows.

Mr. Anucheth observed
that an analysis of fatalities
in road accidents in the ci-
ty showed that an over-
whelming 70% of these ac-
cidents involved
two-wheelers. It further re-
vealed non-usage of hel-
mets or unscientific and
partial use of helmets, he
said, adding pedestrian
deaths were also high and
BTP was working on these
areas to bring down acci-
dent fatalities.

‘Lack of discipline’
Traffic expert M.N. Sreeha-
risaid that while it was wel-
come that the BTP had
adopted technology and
had opted for contactless
enforcement, the city’s
drivers lacked discipline
and needed traffic police
on the ground to ensure
road discipline.

“There should be strict
enforcement, special
drives, and random checks
by traffic police which will
act as a deterrent. Check-
ing violations online will
not deter uncouth moto-
rists,” he said.



A workable, sustainable mobility
agenda for 2024 for Bengaluru

Unplanned or poorly planned projects are a recipe for chaos and disaster. The recent chaos at the new Mall of Asia off Airport Road is a classic example and a warning for future

Rasheed Kappan
BENGALURU

brand new year is
upon us, and yet,
Bengaluru’s mobili-
ty agenda remains chaotic
and clueless as ever. Is
there a way to make sense
of the mishmash of roads,
incomplete flyovers, skele-
tal Metro pillars, slow-
paced suburban rail work
and grand tunnel visions?
Can a workable, sustaina-
ble, well thought-out mo-
bility plan take shape, free-
ing Bengalureans from this
vicious cycle of despair?
This is possible, but only
if the foundation, a strong
institutional mechanism
called the Bengaluru Me-
tropolitan Transport Auth-
ority (BMLTA) is allowed to
emerge as a strong regula-
tory body. Independent
mobility consultant Satya
Arikutharam notes that the
state  government has
failed to constitute the bo-
dy even a year after the
BMLTA bill was passed.

Constitute, activate

The law itself, he reminds,
clearly states that the Auth-
ority should be in place
within six months of pas-
sage of the bill.
BMLTA has to be profes-
sionally run, and be proac-
tive. It should put together
a comprehensive mobility
plan (CMP), with accounta-
bility from all the delivery
agencies including the
Bengaluru  Metropolitan
Transport  Corporation

- e .
Slow movement of traffic on Ballari Road near Hebbal

be sold over the next six
months to a year. “What
about the transport re-
quirements of the layout?
Nobody has a plan.”

A fully functional
BMLTA could direct the
BMTC to analyse the mobil-
ity demands of the new
layout, prepare a plan to
acquire and deliver the re-
quired buses. “The tran-

!

take four to five years. That
is the lead time to plan bus
stops and ensure that peo-
ple heading to and from
the layout always use pu-
blic and not private tran-
sport. So land use and
transport planning should
be the first priority of
BMLTA.”

BMTC, BMRCL should

(BMTC), ve-
lopment Authority (BDA)
and the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP),” he elaborates.
The lack of a master
plan and a CMP has alrea-
dy left the city in a mam-
moth mess. A course cor-
rection could be attempted
year. Satya cites the
aram Karanth Layout,
with about 34,000 sites to

Source: The Hindu,

sport can do
some financial planning
and get the buses. BMTC is
perennially trying to catch
up with its finances.”
Temporary, ad-hoc tran-
sport interventions and
costly retrofits have left the
city in deep chaos. Plan-
ning ahead is the key. As
Satya puts it, “The sites
will not transform into
houses overnight, it could

Speeding up work on the
suburban rail corridors is
another big ask. Here too,
the BMLTA will have a
monitoring task, ensuring
that the lines are well inte-
grated with the BMTC and
Metro. But this can happen
only if the two agencies do
not look at each other as
competitors. Satya says:
“They should instead be

l. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

each other

Unol 1

to increase the pie of the
public transport mode
share. If the BMLTA comes
in as a regulator, it has the
statutory backing to ensure
some sort of integration.”

The Mass Rapid Transit
Systems (MRTS) of the Me-
tro and suburban rail
should be the top priority
for 2024, emphasizes Dr.
Ashish Verma, Convenor
of the Sustainable Tran-
sportation Lab at the In-
dian Institute of Science
(I1Sc). “It should remain
the priority not just in
2024 but for years to come.
Rest all will fall into place
in the city. And zero priori-
ty to tunnel roads, alth-
ough politically they are
still pitching for this pro-
ject,” he points out.

p.7, Jan. 3, 2024

or poorly
planned projects are a re-
cipe for chaos and disaster.
The recent chaos at the
new Mall of Asia off Airport
Road is a classic example.
He explains, “The traffic
chaos and impact have
made the lives of people in
the area hell. | was clear
that this will happen once
the mall opens. It is the re-
sult of a lack of planning
and a deep nexus between
the builders and govern-
ment agencies, The nexus
allows this to happen in
spite of knowing the
consequences.”

Chaos at mall

Since parking at the mall
has proven to be grossly
under capacity, mall visi-
tors were allowed to park
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File photo of Namma Metro on Kanakapura Road.

in the roads outside. This,
done in collusion with the
traffic police, inevitably led
to traffic diversion, conges-
tion and extreme chaos.
Ambulances and other
emergency vehicles were
stuck. “Now it is too late,
you can only do some
course corrections. It is
better to prevent this be-
fore all these happen. The
tunnel road is one such
project and people should
wake wup,” warns Dr.
Ashish.

For years, the city’s cry-
ing need for safe, walkable
footpaths and cycling
paths has been left largely
unaddressed. The Smart
City roads, modelled after
the TenderSURE roads
with a pedestrian-first ap-
proach, have diluted the
walkability standards. On
many newer Smart City
roads, space for footpaths
has been narrowed down
so much that pedestrians
are forced to walk on the
motorways, jeopardizing
their safety.

So, will 2024 be any
different?

Build walking, cycling
infra
Dr. Ashish says a fresh start
could be made once a
dense MRTS network
comes into place. “Then,
the immediate focus
should be on building an
excellent walking and cy-
cling infrastructure in the
influence area of each of
these MRTS stations. This
will feed and support the
MRTS system, reducing the
burden on other modes to
ensure first and last mile
connectivity. This should
be a parallel planning pro-
cess, as you develop a
MRTS network. Only this
can save the city,” he says.
Seeking BMTC feeder
service buses at every Me-
tro station, rail mobility ac-
tivist Rajkumar Dugar from
Citizens for Citizens puts a
condition: “These services
should be available on
both sides of the Metro cor-
ridor. This will ensure that

40% of the city gets imme-
diate multi-modal public
transport. The same thing
should be applied to subur-
ban rail stations as and
when they come up.”

Four, not two tracks
Plans are now afoot to
build a Ring Rail network
around the city. A pre-feas-
ibility study is now in pro-
gress with the Railways fo-
cusing on the Devanahalli
Doddaballapur  stretch.
Rajkumar suggests that the
ring rail should have four,
not two tracks.

The message is clear:
Have a long-term perspec-
tive. As he notes, “Due to
the rising travel demands,
they are quadrupling
tracks across the city.
When you are planning a
new network, it is better to
have more tracks. Ten
years later, you will not get
land and cost will go up 20
times. And also, build a sta-
tion every four-five kilome-
ter on average to help local
commute.”



Power disruptions in Bengaluru
drop by 15%, shows data

Low during rainy season when

city received poor rainfall

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

4 I Yhe city’s power cuts
dropped close to 15%,
compared to 2022, de-

spite shortage and surging

demand.

Data accessed by DH has
revealed that Bengaluru has
seen 554.8 hours of power in-
terruption till October 2023,
while disruption during the
same period lastyearwas 652.5
hours.

A fewother power cuts have

been less thana minute.

Disruptions have been par-
ticularly low during the rainy
season when the city received
poor rainfall. “Power cuts
during the rainy season were
mostly due to infrastructure
damage. Lower rains and
wind this year meant damage
to poles and other infrastruc-
ture was minimal. As a result,
power disruptions have also
come down,”a Bescom official
explained.

Another official noted that
the duration of the interrup-

$185.49
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tions could have been much
lower if not for the surge in
demand. Many of the inter-
ruptions had been attributed

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Jan.4, 2024
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toanincreased load.

“The infrastructure cannot
handle increased demand, es-
pecially in the summer when

the load surge tripped many
systems, causing power cuts,”
the official added.

Bescom’s efforts to lay un-
derground power cables also
yielded good results, officials
noted. “In 2022, only 70% of
the project was completed. In
2023, however, we have com-
pleted 90% of theworkand asa
result, power disruptions have
also come down,” an official
added.

Deploying technology like
the Distribution Automation
System (DAS) has also helped
identify and rapidly fix faults.
“Deploying DAS in the city’s
core areas meant we could de-
tect the faults early,” a senior
Bescom official explained.

DAS is also being imple-
mented in other areas to
improve the quality of power
supply, the official mentioned.
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