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AGRICULTURE

31 farmers get relief after a decade-long fight

Praveen B. Para
KALABURAGI

After well over a decade of
patient and sustained legal
battle, 31 farmers in Aland
taluk in Kalaburagi district
have won compensation
for substandard seeds sup-
plied to them by the Agri-
culture Department.

The dispute, which be-
gan in 2010, has come to a
close by the fag end of
2023. However, three of
the farmers died before the
final order came.

The Karnataka State
Consumer Disputes Re-
dressal Commission
(KSCDRC) recently passed
an order directing the de-
partment to compensate
the distressed farmers of
Madiyal village for the loss
of black gram crop owing
to supply of substandard

seeds by the department
through the Karnataka
State Seeds Corporation
(KSSC).

They had sown black
gram crop on nearly 195
hectares, but suffered huge
losses as the seeds failed to
germinate in 2010.

How dispute began

The then Kalaburagi Depu-
ty Commissioner had di-
rected the Joint Director of
Agriculture to conduct in-
spection of fields and take
steps to provide compen-
sation to farmers.

A team of agricultural
scientists from the Univer-
sity of Agricultural Scienc-
es, Raichur, visited various
fields and submitted a re-
port in September, 2010.
They noticed that 70% to
80% of the fields were
affected.

The scientists found that
black gram crop on these
fields stood at 2.5 ft to 3 ft
height but did not germi-
nate. Following the report
by UAS-Raichur, and direc-
tions issued by the State
government in October,
2010, the Commissioner of
Agriculture Department
conducted an inquiry and
concluded that the farmers
had suffered huge losses
because of supply of defec-
tive seeds.

He ordered providing
compensation of 1,500
per acre, and released
32,92,500 in November
2010.

But the department
failed to disburse the com-
pensation until the farmers
approached the District
Consumers Dispute Re-
dressal Forum in May 2012.
The forum then ordered

It directed that the amount deposited shall be
transferred to the commission concerned to pay
the same to the farmers.

Advocate Vaijnath Zhalki, who led the legal
fight of farmers, expressed displeasure over
KSCDRC'’s delay in passing the orders. He also ar-
gued that the compensation ordered by the com-
mission to the farmers, after waiting for over a de-
cade, was not satisfactory.

“It took so many years for the commission to
pass an order and three of the complainant farm-
ers have died because of old age and health-relat-
ed issues. And the irony is that the KSSC and Agri-
culture Department, who have to protect the
interests of farmers, went against them and filed
an appeal. Supply of substandard seeds is punish-
able under the Consumer Act,” Mr. Zhalki added.

Sharanabasappa Mamshetty, district president
of Karnataka Prantha Raitha Sangha, demanded
that the commission order a higher compensa-

tion.

Source: The Hindu , p.1&5, Jan. 1, 2024

compensation of 35,000
per acre (deducting the ¥
1,500 already paid to
them), along with interest
of 9% per annum from the
date of filing of the com-
plaint till its release, and al-
so 3250 to each of the 31
farmers towards cost of the
proceedings.

Appeal filed

However, the KSSC filed an
appeal in the Karnataka
State Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission in
July 2012 against the order
passed by the district fo-
rum.

It was after 11 years that
the commission issued or-
ders dismissing the appeal
and upheld the order
passed by the forum.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 5
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Delay in interim drought rellef “angers farmers

Bengaluru: Despite the sta-
te government’s announce-
mentof uptoRs2,000interim
relief for every farmer affec-
ted by crop loss due to dro-
ught,amonth has passed wit-
houtthefundsreachingtheir
accounts.

The state cabinet, led by
chief minister Siddaramai-
ah, declared the interim reli-
ef on November 30, with as-
surances that the remaining
compensation, following the
guidelines of the Natural
Disaster Response Fund
(NDRF), would be disbursed

after the central government
released the funds. However,
thedelay hasleft farmersina
state of distress.

Farmer leader Sidagouda
Modagi from Belagavi ex-
pressed frustration, stating,
“In the first place, whatever
interim relief the govern-
ment has announced is a me-
agre amount. On top of it,
making farmers wait for
months is like inflicting in-
sult on them. The govern-
ment must disburse relief
immediately."

The opposition BJP and
JD(S) have joined in the criti-
cism, accusing the state go-

TOUGH SEASON: Farmers arein dlre straits as Karnalaka is

seeing one of its worst droughts in recent years

vernmentof insensitivity to-
wards farmers. Former CM
HD Kumaraswamy said,
“Siddaramaiah often claims
his government walks the

talk. Butinthiscase, ithasfa-
iled to keep its words.”
Officials attribute the de-
lay to the implementation of
a new system for disbursing

input subsidies. Rashmi Ma-
hesh, principal secretary, re-
venue (disaster manage-
ment), explained, “Weare in-
tegrating datafrom Parihaar
and Bhoomi portals and also
crop survey data in the FRU-
ITS (Farmer Registration
and Unified Beneficiary In-
formation System) database,
which is going to be more sci-
entific and comprehensive.
Under the new system, far-
mers need not even apply for
input subsidies or give deta-
ils about their land holdings
andcrops.”

The process, covering
about68lakh farmers, is 80%

complete, with verification
ongoing in Challakere taluk,
Chitradurga district, on a pi-
lot basis. Mahesh expressed
hope that the entire data in-
tegration and verification
process would conclude by the
next weekend, with relief dis-
bursement commencing in
the second week of January.

Theseveredrought, label-
led the worst in the last 125 ye-
ars, has affected over 48 lakh
hectaresof cropsinKarnata-
ka, with 223 out of 236 taluks
declared drought affected.
Thestate government has so-
ught Rs 18,177 crore in relief
from the Centre.

Source: The Times of India

,p.8,Jan. 1, 2024
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State plans to double its millets export,
building on international trade fair

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka has set a target
of doubling its millets ex-
port, hoping to build furth-
er on the Millets and Or-
ganics International Trade
Fair being organised from
January 5to 7.

Disclosing this to media-
persons in Bengaluru on
Tuesday, Agriculture Mi-
nister N. Cheluvarayaswa-
my said Karnataka had ex-
ported 7,764 tonnes of
millets and their value
based products, amount-
ing to about %36 crore dur-
ing 2022-23.

Now, the State wanted
to increase exports by a mi-
nimum of two folds in
about a year, he said, while
observing that there was a
huge potential for Karnata-
ka as the State accounted
for nearly 40% of the coun-
try’s millet production.

The major export desti-
nations included U.S., Aus-
tralia, UAE, Canada, Qatar,
Thailand and Singapore,
he noted.

The major products that
had been exported include
sorghum, jowar, ragi and
their value added pro-
ducts. They had been
mostly sourced from the
districts of Ballari, Koppal,
Bengaluru Rural, Haveri
and Chitradurga, the Mi-
nister said.

Karnataka had exported
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Agriculture Minister N. Chaluvarayaswamy, Special Secretary to Government (Food Processing and

Harvest Technology), Agriculture Department, Rohini Sindhuri, and other officials showcasing products
made of millets in Bengaluru on Tuesday. K. MURALI KUMAR

agri and allied produce to
the tune of 25,287 crore
during 2022-23, he pointed
out.

Purpose of fair
The Minister said the fair
was being held for the fifth
time by Karnataka mainly
to provide marketing ave-
nues for the millet and or-
ganic produce besides
bringing all stakeholders
under a common platform.
The intention was to pro-
mote the use of these
healthy millets on the one
hand and to provide mar-
ket for farmers on the oth-
er, he explained.
Karnataka State Agricul-

Source: The Hindu , p.6, Jan. 3, 2024

tural Produce Processing
and Export Corporation Li-
mited is the nodal agency
for organising the fair
which is being held at Ben-
galuru Palace Grounds, in
partnership with several
national and international
research institutes includ-
ing Indian Institute of Mil-
let Research and GIZ of
Germany. A total of two
lakh persons were estimat-
ed to participate in the fair
which would have 300
stalls.

Companies and stake-
holders from various coun-
tries including Germany,
Australia, U.S., Oman,
Spain, Indonasia, France,

Vietnam, UK, UAE and
Bangladesh had confirmed
their participation in the
fair, said the Minister. As
many as 100 stalls have
been reserved for Karnata-
ka Pavilion in which FPOs,
farmers’ groups, Universi-
ties and research
organisations.

The fair would have an
exhibition, buyer-seller-
meets and international
conferences. Farmres’
workshops would also be
organised on methods of
cultivation, packaging and
certification, he said. The
visitors can relish a variety
of millet delicacies at the
food court.

Back to Contents
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ECONOMY

State gets two Vande Bharat
and one Amrit Bharat trains

The Hindu Bureau
MANGALURU

Karnataka got three new
trains, two Vande Bharat
Express and one Amrit
Bharat Express, as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
flagged off six VB and two
AB services in virtual mode
from Ayodhya while inaug-
urating the redeveloped
Ayodhya Dham Railway
Station on Saturday.

Train No. 20646/20645
Mangaluru Central-Mad-
gaon-Mangaluru Central
VB Express (except Thurs-
days) was flagged off in the
presence of Dakshina Kan-
nada MP Nalin Kumar Ka-
teel and others. The ser-
vice was accorded
ceremonial reception at
Udupi, Karwar and Mad-
gaon. Regular services of
this train will start from
December 31 with Train
No. 20646 leaving Manga-
luru Central at 8.30 a.m. to
reach Madgaon at 1.15 p.m.
Train No. 20645 leaves
Madgaon at 6.10 p.m. and
reaches Mangaluru Central
at 10.45 p.m.

The Coimbatore Junc-
tion-Bengaluru  Canton-
ment-Coimbatore Junction
VB Express was flagged off
in the presence of MP P.R.
Natarajan, MLA Vanathi
Srinivasan and others at
Coimbatore Junction. The
inaugural special was ac-
corded ceremonial recep-

Source:

o

The Mangaluru Central-Madgaon Vande Bharat Express ready for

A

the inaugural run on Saturday, at Mangaluru Central Railway

Station. ANIL KUMAR SASTRY

tion en-route. Regular ser-
vices (except Thursdays)
will start from January 1.
Train No. 20642 leaves
Coimbatore at 5 a.m. to
reach Bengaluru Canton-
ment at 11.30 a.m. Train
No. 20641 leaves Canton-
ment at 1.40 p.m. to reach
Coimbatore at 8 p.m.

Mr. Modi also flagged off
Train No. 13434/ 13433 Mal-
da Town (West Bengal)-Sir
M Visvesvaraya Terminal,
Bengaluru Amrit Bharat
Weekly Express from Mal-
da. Train No. 13434 leaves
Malda Town on Sundays at
8.50 a.m. to reach SMVT
Bengaluru at 3 a.m. on
Tuesdays via Kharagpur,
Bhubaneshwar, Vijaywada,
Nellor and Katpadi. Train
No. 13433 leaves SMVT

Bengaluru at 1.50 p.m. on
Tuesdays to reach Malda
Town at 11 a.m. on
Thursdays.

Amrit Bharat is an LHB
push-pull train with loco-
motives at both the ends
and non air-conditioned
coaches with special facili-
ties for passengers.

Though the flagging off
was scheduled to take
place at 11 a.m., the pro-
gramme was advanced to
10.30 a.m. However, final-
ly, when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi flagged off
the services and the trains
began their journey, it was
12.10 pm. Invitees, includ-
ing dignitaries, had to re-
main confined inside the
rakes from 10.30 a.m. on-
wards.

The Hindu , p.8, Dec. 31, 2023




Rs1,000-crore action plan to
develop minority colonies: CM

BENGALURU, DHNS: Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah
on Friday sought a Rs
1,000-crore action plan to
develop minority-dominated
localities.

The directive came after
Siddaramaiah, at a public
event earlier this month,
promised thathe would grad-
ually increase budgetary al-
location for minorities to Rs
10,000 crore. Atameeting to
review the minority welfare
department, Siddaramaiah
said the action plan should
cover minority colonies and
areas where their population
is large.

Siddaramaiah also said
that his government was
ready to pay scholarship for
minority students as the Cen-
tre had stopped it.

“The government is
ready to pay scholarships
to 6.4 lakh students. While
Rs 60 crore is earmarked
in the budget, another Rs
40 crore must be arranged
with funds available with the
department through re-ap-
propriation,” the CM said,
according to a statement

from his office.

It was also decided to in-
crease allocation for various
schemes meant for minori-
ties.

“A huge number of appli-
cations are being received
online for these schemes,”
the CM noted.

In the 2023-24 fiscal, Sid-
daramaiah has allocated
Rs2,101.19 crore for minority
welfare.

In a statement, Housing
Minister Zameer Ahmed
Khan said Siddaramaiah
had instructed officials to
submit a proposal on funds
required to complete 52,189
houses meant for the poor
under the PM Awas Yojana
through the Rajiv Gandhi
Housing Corporation.

Siddaramaiah was briefed
that beneficiaries had not
paid their contribution
amounting to Rs 2,013 crore.
Beneficiaries have paid only
Rs 134 crore. “Most of the
beneficiaries are poor and
not in a position to pay Rs
4 lakh each. They don’t get
loan from banks. As was
done for the Karnataka Slum
Development Board, if

)N LIMITED [2./" =
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Source: Deccan Herald,

each beneficiary pays
Rs 1 lakh and the rest
borne by the govern-
ment, this housing proj-
ect would be completed,”

Zameer said.

p. 5C, Dec.30, 2023




K’taka plans to checkmate Centre
with mega job fair ahead of LS polls

High-level ministerial
team to oversee event

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

| 4 I Yhe state government has
planned a mega job fair
in Bengalurutowardsthe
end of January.

Politically, the event will un-
derline the CongressleaderRa-
hul Gandhi’s pet narrative on
unemploymentagainstthe BJP
governmentgoingintothe Lok
Sabha polls. The Congress gov-
ernmenthopestoearn brown-
ie points by delivering jobs to
youngsters at the state-level
event.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah held a preparatory
meeting on the proposed em-
ployment fair (Udyoga Mela)
with his Cabinet colleagues and
officials.

Source: Deccan

A team, comprising Indus-
tries Minister MB Patil, IT/
BT Minister Priyank Kharge,
Skill Development Minister Dr
Sharan Prakash Patil, Higher
Education Minister Dr MC
Sudhakar, Youth Empower-
ment & Sports Minister B Na-
gendra, Labour Minister San-
tosh Lad and Health Minister
Dinesh Gundu Rao, has been
constituted to oversee the em-
ployment fair.

In a statement, Siddara-
maiah said the ministerial
team will hold meetings with
employers from various sec-
torsand getthem to participate
inthejob fair.

“The BJP government
couldn’t provide employment.
Rahul Gandhi highlighted this

\ Chief Minister Siddaramaiah holds preparatory meeting

on the proposed employment fair, in Bengaluru on Friday.
Deputy Chief Minister D K Shivakumar, Home Minister G
Parameshwara and Industries Minister M B Patil are seen.

during his Bharat Jodo Yatra.
We want to provide employ-
mentto Kannadigas, for which
we’ve planned a programme,”
Deputy Chief Minister DK Shi-
vakumar said after the prepa-
ratory meeting.

The government does not
want this to be a regular job

Herald, p. 5C, Dec.30, 2023

fair. “It will be a mega job fair
with a new design,” Shivaku-
mar said. “It’ll be held first in
Bengaluru. It’ll be taken to
other places later,” he said,
adding that the job fair will
cover sectorssuch as hospital-
ity, manufacturingand I'T/BT.
“We want to help rural candi-

dates as much as possible.”

According to Siddaramaiah,
the ministerial team will also
recommend long-term pro-
grammes to bridge the gap
between job seekers’skills and
employers’ needs.

Siddaramaiah also wants
overseas job opportunities
to be considered. “Moreover,
there is a need to have an em-
ployment policy to improve
jobopportunities for the state’s
youth,” the chief minister said
and sought “necessary ground-
work” on this.

10K applications for
YuvaNidhi

The government has received
10,834 applications for the
Yuva Nidhi scheme as of 6 pm
Friday.

Under this scheme, unem-
ployed graduates and diplo-
ma holders will get a monthly
allowance of Rs 3,000 and Rs
1,500 for two years. Payment
of the allowance will start with
a public event in Shivamogga
onJanuary12.

ArcelorMittal on verge of exiting state

Govt Stuck With 2,643 Acres Of Land, Searching For Another Purchaser

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The state go-
vernment, after persisting
with steel behemoth Arcelor-
Mittal for the last 14 years,
will now have to find an alter-
native to the steel company’s
project as it is being learnt
that it is on the verge of ex-
iting Karnataka.

Having already placed on
record in the Supreme Court
that it is willing to forgo the
depositof Rs267 crore, which
it had given to Karnataka In-
dustrial Area Development
Board (KIADB), and also “de-
sirous” to return the entire
2,643 acres, the Karnataka go-
vernment is caught in a fix
over what to do with the land
when itisreturned.

The situation was discus-
sed in detail by CM Siddara-
maiah, the industries depart-
ment and a delegation of the
land losers in Belagavi earli-

14 YEARS LATER...

@ Land acquisition issues turn

for enhanced remunerations

down by KIADB citing SUC rules

for other land losers

© Awarded in June 2010, ArcelorMittal had
proposed to set up a 6 MTPA capacity steel
project in Sandur, Ballari district, and
envisaged Rs 30,000-crore investment

complicated as farmers approach courts

® ArcelorMittal tries to turn their project
into a solar power park which is turned

@ On February 2023, SC gives verdict
favouring land losers which may force the
company to pay close to Rs 1 crore per
acre in a few cases and setting precedence

N

FOR RELIEF: Land losers met CM Siddaramaiah along
with Sandur MLA E Tukaram in Belagavi recently

Rs 267-crore deposit

© Company files writ petition where it claims it is
“desirous” of returning the land and forfeit its

er this month during the le-
gislature session. “With en-
hanced compensations being
awarded by the Supreme Co-
urt, ArcelorMittal is more
than happy to return the
land. They are trying to extri-
cate themselves from this
project with no intent of pur-
suing the same,” said senior
officials from the CMO and

the government. The Cong-
ress regime is concerned by
the situation as it is neither
good for the investor climate
nor does it help it with such
large tracts of land being re-
turned withoutany alternati-
ve purchaser.

“The government can on-
ly hope for a third party to co-
me forward and take the land

Source: The Times of India , p.6, Dec.30, 2023

for setting up a similar in-
dustry,” said another official.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment has remained “non-
committal” on the issue and
said it isasub-judice matter.

“KIADB had facilitated
the purchase of land for a
single unit complex (SUC),
which denies the land to be
reused for any other purpose.

The matter is pending before
the Supreme Courtand is bet-
ween the land losers and the
company. The government
cannot comment on the mat-
terasitissub-judice,”said in-
dustries minister MB Patil.

According to Sandur
MLA E Tukaram, who took
the lead earlier this year to
tell the farmers and land lo-
sers concerns of the compa-
ny not complying with SC or-
ders of either paying the en-
hanced compensationsorset-
ting up the industry, the
company has more or less de-
cided to exit from the project.

“Despitethelandlosersre-
ady tonegotiate with Arcelor-
Mittal, in return for a slightly
enhanced compensation and
jobs, the company hasalready
said it will not start opera-
tions. It has also communica-
ted toKIADB that itisready to
forfeit even the Rs 267 crore
which it had kept as deposit,”
said the MLA.



State begins Rs 800-cr project to save fragile coast

Shoringup

m 4 focus areas of
coastal erosion, capacity

= To adopt evi-
dence-based approach,

= Fishery-cum-tourism

berths will be construct-
ed in Bhatkal, Tadadi,
Gangolli and Padubidri

= Local governments, NGOs
will be roped in to prevent

pollution of beaches,
regulate tourism

= Asian Development

Bank (ADB) has shown

interest in funding the
project

building, fishery berths, priority for environ-
the coaSt beach maintenance ment-friendly solutions
project expected to cost over
ili Rs 800 crore.
CoastalResilience  ““F0<rore. i adopt a
ngramme to multi-pronged approach
. where short-term and long-
check erosion, BOOSt term measures willbe taken
: H up after studies warned that
ﬁShenes’ tourism the state’s shorelineis highly
vulnerableto coastal erosion,
— v ,
floodingand other associated
CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI  challenges.
BENGALURU, DHNS KMB chief executive of-
ficer Jayaram Raipura said
n a major effort to begin detailed project reports are
mitigation and adapta- beingprepared for theworks
tion measures to protect envisioned under the resil-

livesandlivelihoods fromthe
threats of climate change in
coastal areas, the Karnataka
Maritime Board (KMB) has
begun working on the Coast-
al Resilience Programme, a

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

ience programme. “There
are four major components,
from coastal erosion to ca-
pacity building and construc-
tionof fisheryberthstobeach
maintenance. We will in-

volve subject experts in each
component and work with
non-government organisa-
tionsinsome of the activities,
especially those focussed on
building awareness,”hesaid.

He said the major compo-
nent of the programme was
prevention of erosion. KMB
willadoptan evidence-based

3, Dec.31 , 2023

approach with a priority for
environment-friendly solu-
tions. The component also
involves treatment of beach-
es with a focus on natural
hazard protection.
Fishery-cum-tourism
berths will be constructed
in Bhatkal, Tadadi, Gangol-
li and Padubidri. “Here, we

are looking at boosting both
the fishery and tourism sec-
tors. The tourism sector has
a huge potential to support
the livelihood of the coastal
communities but is yet to be
explored,”he said.

KMB seeks to build a ro-
bust management system to
keep the beaches clean. Offi-
cials said local governments
and non-government organ-
isations will be roped in to
develop amechanism to pre-
vent pollution of the beaches
and regulate tourism.

Raipurasaid the Asian De-
velopment Bank has shown
interest in funding the pro-
ject. “Weestimate the project
to cost between Rs 800 and
Rs 1,100 crore,” he said.

Bescom backs plea for multiple solar units on apartment roofs

Photo for representation

Niranjan.Kaggere

cefrom Karnataka Electricity

group.com
Bengaluru: Determined to
reduce the load on the state
power grid and cut down on
surging monthly electricity
bills, apartments have collec-
tively demanded that Banga-
lore Electricity Supply Com-
pany (Bescom) permit them
toset up ‘multiple rooftop’ so-
lar installations on one buil-
ding premises.

Responding positively to
the demand that would subse-
quently result in surplus po-
wer, Bescom has told Bangalo-
re Apartments’ Federation
(BAF) that it will seek guidan-

y
(KERC). The BAF and RWAs
could also approach KERC for
detailed guidelines, it said.
Faced with technical hurd-
les, apartment complexes we-
re unable to install multiple
solar installations even tho-
ugh they had ample facilities
and space to do so. “Currently,
the apartments or resident
welfare associations (RWAs)
can install solar rooftop only
on the even roof-top as per the
definition. Even if RWAs
want to extend the panels be-
yond the roof on to adjoining
structures or elongated plat-
forms on theroof, Bescom will

IT WILL BE A WIN-WII

Apartments say use of multiple rooftops will
help in increased generation of power and reduced burden on the grid

not permit multiple installa-
tions,” explained amember of
anapartment RWA.

Vikram Rai, president,
BAF said: “Usually, other than
the main roof, apartment

complexes have multiple struc-
tures such as community hall
building, gym building or par-
king space with a wider roof.
Despite such a wider roof area,
multiplesolar roof-top installa-

Source: The Times of India , p.3, Jan. 2, 2024

tions were not permitted. It
wasasmall technical issueand
we petitioned Bescom to resol-
ve the same and help us extend
the installation of solar panels
beyond the main roof as this
would only result in increased
generation of power and redu-
ced burden on the grid during
peakload hours.”
Acknowledging the de-
mand, Mahantesh Bilagi, ma-
naging director, Bescom said
they havediscussed theissueat
length. “We are positive on the
suggestion. Butany changes in
rules, beyond the definition of
rooftopasenumerated, require
permission and approval by
Karnataka Electricity Regula-

tory Commission (KERC). We
have informed the apartments
that they will seek guidance
from the KERC and in the me-
antime, BAF and RWAs can al-
soapproach the KERC for deta-
iled guidelines.”

Yet another member of an
RWA from Bengaluru North
said, “The more such net me-
tering units, the more will be
the benefit for Bescom and
the energy department. This
will help reduce the peak-lo-
ad demand which will impact
the effective management of
the grid. The more such solar
installations on a building,
the more energy can be added
tothegrid.”



Dip in beer sales during
Christmas and New Year
revelry cuts excise revenue

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A normal trend of high col-
lection of excise duty reve-
nue in the State ahead of
Christmas and New Year
revelry this year has been
dented as the collection
dropped in the last week of
December by 5.58% com-
pared to the correspond-
ing period last year.

This reduction has been
attributed to drop in sales
of beer though the excise
duty on liquor had been in-
creased earlier this year.

While 744 crore had
been collected between
December 23 and Decem-
ber 31, 2022, ¥702.99 crore
has been collected this
year, marking a decline by
5.58%.

Earlier years

In the earlier years, the re-
venue during this holiday
window had seen an in-
crease by 19.74% in 2021
compared to 2020 while

Sales between
December 23
and 31

Total IML sales: 22.02 lakh
carton boxes; increase by
5.92% over last year

Total beer sales: 14.07 lakh
carton boxes; decline by 7.43%
over last year

Total excise revenue
collected: ¥702.99 crore;
decline by 5.58% over last year

2022 had seen an increase
by 1.16% over 2021.

This excise revenue de-
cline has been attributed to
dip in sale of beer by 7.43%
from 15.2 lakh carton box-
esin 2022 to 14.07 lakh car-
ton boxes in 2023.

Incidentally, the beer
sale in 2022 had seen a
whopping 35.23 % increase
during this period from
11.24 lakh carton boxes in
2021 to 15.20 lakh carton

Source: The Hindu , p.4, Jan. 2, 2024

boxes. The sale of beer had
increased by 15.81% in
2020 and 5.84% in 2021.

However, the sale of IML
has seen an increase by
5.92% from 20.79 lakh car-
ton boxes to 22.02 lakh car-
ton boxes. The growth in
sales of IML in 2022 and
2021 was 6.83% and 11.33%,
respectively.

IML sale

Meanwhile, the total sale of
IML in the first nine
months of this financial
year has been reported to
be 533.04 lakh carton box-
es of IML and 324.32 lakh
carton boxes of beer,
bringing the total revenue
collection to be around
30,620 crore, a 13.46%
growth.

While sale of IML has in-
creased by 1.69%, the sale
of beer has increased by
15.59%. In 2022, a total of
524.19 lakh carton boxes of
IML and 280 lakh carton
boxes of beer for a total re-
venue of 26,987 crore.
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Electric vehicles witness record registrations in 2023

K'takaaccounted
for10%ofallEV
registrationsinIndia

ANJALI JAIN
BENGALURU, DHNS

he pastyear saw bumper
Tsales of electric vehicles
inIndiaastheirregistra-
tions amounted to 15,29,614
units, up 49% from 10,25,123
EVsregistered inthe previous
year, according to data on Va-
han, the Centre’svehicle regis-
tration portal.
Two-wheeler sales continued

to drive a majority of registra-
tions at 8,59,198 units. Howev-
er,alarger growth in numbers
was seen in four-wheelers,
which surged to 72,625 regis-
trationsfrom 33,232inthe pre-
viousyear,markinganincrease
of more than 118%.

Registration of electric
three wheelers, which are
mostly used by commercial
players like fleet operators,
also went up from 3,50,244
unitsin 2022 t0 5,82,527 units
inthe previous year.

Some 9,270 ‘light’passenger
vehicles, 3,003 e-goods vehi-
cles, 2,592 e-buses, and eight
tractors werealsoregisteredin
2023,alongwith 277 EVsinthe
‘others’ category. As many as

2 and 4 wheeler EVreg 2019-23

2019] 30,409
2020§29,128

20214 1,56,374 I

6,31,475
8,59,198

114moreelectricvehicleswere
registeredin the previous year
that fell in categories that are
yettosee significantuptake.
Out of the total number
of EVs registered in 2023,
1,52,324 were in Karnataka,
making up for almost 10% of
overall salesin the country.

@

And industry insiders say
that expansion of charging
infrastructure, and the contin-
uedsupportofthegovernment
towards the sector bodes well
for 2024. “This year, India saw
a record-breaking year-on-
year growth in EV sales, fueled
by a potent mixture of factors.

Government incentives, cou-
pled with rising fuel prices and
growing consumer awareness,
have paved the way for an EV
revolution,”said Dinesh Arjun,
co-founder and chief executive
officer of e-motorcycle startup
Raptee Energy.

Expertssay thatdespite EVs
being heavier on the pocketin
terms of upfront cost, a big
driver in India is the low total
costofownership they provide
inthelong term, whichis opti-
mum for fleet operators and
delivery services that have
been feeling the pinch of ex-
pensive fuel rates.

» Electric vehicles, Page 5
Indian carmakers post
record salesin 2023,P12

Electric vehicles,
fromPage 1

The expansion of India’s
charging infrastructure, im-
proving battery technology,
along with continued govern-
mentincentives, are expected
to continue this accelerated
growth in the next year.

“The Indian government’s
ambitious plans, coupled with
private sector participation,
are accelerating the deploy-
ment of charging infrastruc-
ture, thereby addressing
one of the key challenges in
EV adoption,” said Raptee’s
Arjun.

Manufacturersarealready
changing their strategies to
attractalarger consumer sec-
tiontowards electric mobility.
According to experts, 2023

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

1&5,Jan.2,

saw original equipment man-
ufacturers (OEMs) launch a
number of affordable models,
especiallyinthe 2W category
and the introduction of even
more cost-effective models
targeted at the mass market
isexpected in 2024.

“With reduced govern-
mentsubsidies, therewillbea
dual focus on streamlined, en-
try-level EVmodelsand high-
end variants with advanced
features. The electric motor-
cycle segment is expected to
witness a surge, intensifying
competition in the 2W EV
space, with established inter-
nal combustion engine man-
ufacturers making foraysinto
the electric market,” accord-
ing to Sumeru Shah, business
head of EV two-wheeler at
green financier Ecofy.

2024

MO
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No response yet on K’taka’s
plea to hike MNREGA funds

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Karnataka,
grappling with a severe dro-
ught, has utilised 90% of its
allocated 13 crore person da-
ysunder the Mahatma Gand-
hi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA). Despite facing
the impending harsh sum-
mer season, the state govern-
ment’s appeal to increase the
number of person days from
100to150 per person and raise
the allocation to 18 crore per-
son days for the fiscal year
has seemingly fallen on deaf
earsat the Centre.

The MGNREGA directo-
rate reveals that Karnataka
has already exhausted 11.6
crore of the 13 crore person
days allocated by the Centre.
Pavan Kumar Malapati, di-
rector of MGNREGA, ex-
pressed hope that the reques-
ted addition of 5crore person
days would be accepted, con-

DROUGHT IMPACT There is
demand to increase person
days under MGNREGA

sidering the heightened de-
mand for MGNREGA works
expected in the months of Ja-
nuary, February, and March.

Sources in the rural deve-
lopment and panchayat raj
department estimate a de-
mand for person days rang-
ing from 1 crore to 1.5 crore
each month during this pe-
riod. Approximately 3.5 lakh
families have completed bet-
ween 80 to 100 person days,
with each person entitled toa
maximum of 100 person days

Source: The Times of India , p.3, Jan. 3, 2024
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in a fiscal, earning Rs 316 per
day per person.

Meanwhile, RDPR mini-
ster Priyvank Kharge critici-
zed the Centre for what he
described as “step-motherly
treatment” towards non-BJP
governed states, citing a lack
of relief to Karnataka despi-
te electing a significant num-
berof BJP MPs. Heexpressed
disappointment with the
Centre's response to Mandya
independent MP Sumalatha
Ambareesh’s query on addi-
tional person days for the po-
or. Minister of state for rural
development ministry, Sadh-
vi Niranjan Jyothi, stated in
response that there is no pro-
posal to increase the number
of days for guaranteed emp-
loyment under MGNREGS.

Kharge countered this,
highlighting Karnataka’s re-
quest is already under consi-
deration and revealing what
he called the Centre’s “dupli-
city” in helping the state du-
ringadrought year.



K’taka plans bloc
against ‘skewed’
devolution

Totakejoint fight
with ‘developed
states'to16th
financepanel

—y

BHARATH JOSHI
BENGALURU, DHNS

he Congress-ruled Kar-
I nataka wants to bring
“developed” states to-
gether forastrong case before
the 16th Finance Commission
on making devolution of taxes
more equitable even as the
Siddaramaiah administration
is forming a special cell to bur-
nish its own argument.

Karnataka was among the
states that lost heavily under
the 15th Finance Commission,
whosetenure endsin 2025-26.

The 14th Finance Commis-
sion gave Karnataka a share
0f 4.71% in the divisible pool of
taxes. The state’s share came
down to 3.64% under the 15th
Finance Commission.

The reduction meant a
shortfall of Rs 26,140 crore in
justthelastthree years for Kar-
nataka, the state government
has claimed.

The 16th Finance Com-
mission, headed by former
Niti Aayog vice-chairman Pa-
nagariya, will cover a five-year
period starting April 1, 2026.

“We will seek the coopera-
tion of other states. We have
to put up a united fight,” Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah’s eco-
nomic advisor Basavaraj Ra-
vareddi, a senior lawmaker,

Source: Deccan Herald, p.
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told DH. He pointed out that
states like Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and “to some extent West
Bengal” suffered losses under
devolution.

“The 16th Finance Com-
mission is very important for
Karnataka. We mustsafeguard
thestate’sinterests. Now, there
is disparity (in devolution of
taxes) between the developed
and undeveloped states,” Ra-
yareddi said, adding that he
would soon start work on the
state’s argument before the
16th Finance Commission. “A
state like Karnatakais the eco-
nomic engine while northern
statesare political engines. But
fuel is being cut for economic
engines to make the political
enginesrun,” he argued.

In March 2018, before
demiting office asthe CMin his
first term, Siddaramaiah bat-
ted for the southern states and
famously wrote on Facebook:
“Historically, the South has
been subsidising the North.”

The government is creat-
ing a special cell to prepare

A state like Karnataka
is the economic engine
while northern states
are political engines.
But fuel is being cut
for economic engines

to make the political
engines run.

Basavaraj
Rayareddi,
CM's
economic
advisor

its pitch for the 16th Finance
Commission. This is expected
to come up before the Cabinet
this Friday, sources said.

The cellislikely to have econ-
omists such as former 14th Fi-
nance Commission member M
Govinda Rao, retired IAS offi-
cer MR Sreenivasa Murthy (he
headed the 6th state pay com-
mission) and Narendar Pani
from the National Institute of
Advanced Studies.

According to sources, Kar-
nataka is likely to stick to its
argument that “destination
states” must be rewarded for
receiving migrants from less-
er-developed states.

The government will also
seek corrections in income
distance, whichis the per-cap-
ita GSDP of a state compared
with that of a state with the
highest per-capita GSDP. Kar-
natakahasargued thatthe 16th
Finance Commission should
look beyond cities with high
per-capita income as other
parts are less-developed with
lower per-capitaincome.
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B'luru office space leasing drops 19% in 2nd half of 2023

Only Indian city to
show decline on back
of techslowdown

S A

SHAKSHI JAIN
BENGALURU, DHNS

engaluru’s office mar-
Bket -- traditionally a

flagbearer of commer-
cial leasing in India -- took a
hit in the back half of 2023 as
third party IT services provid-
ers trimmed their leasing to
15%, from 27% in 2022 - a re-
port by property consultancy
Knight Frank India revealed
on Wednesday. This comes on

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

the back of alarger slowdown
and funding crunchinthetech
and start-up space.

At 5.5 million square feet
(mn sq ft) in total office leas-
ing transactions during the
July-December period, the
garden city recorded a 19%
year-on-year decline, the only
one among the top-eight Indi-
ancities to witness de-growth.

“Because ofacompulsionto
conserve resources amid re-
cessionary pressures, Europe
and America-based clients of
these third party IT services
companies either did not roll
out contracts or entered into
moderated contractsin 2023.
As a result, these IT compa-
nies hired in lower numbers
and resorted to work from
home to save on costs,” Vivek

Office transactions
in top-8 markets
(inmsf)

Chennai 6.3 (82%)
NCR 5 (4%)
Hyderabad 5.9 (68%)
Mumbai 4.2 (23%)
Pune 4.4 (54%)
Ahmedabad 1.3 (44%)
Kolkata 0.8 (45%)
Total 33.4(27%)
*(YoY % change)

Rathi, who heads research at
KnightFrankIndia,explained.

Others agreed. “The third
party IT services companies
did notexpand much in 2023,

1&4,Jan.4, 2024

this decline is primarily be-
cause of that,” Rohan Shar-
ma, senior director, research,
at property consultancy JLL
said.

This crunch in leasing re-
quirementwas however cush-
ioned by flexible workspaces,
India facing businesses of
multinational conglomerates
and global capability centres,
the report noted. As a result,
Bengaluru retained its lead-
ership position to top overall
office leasing among the top
eight markets in 2023 at 12.5
million square feet.

The city also sold 54,046
residential units in the whole
of 2023 -- the highest in the
past nine years, accompanied
bya7%annual surgein prices.

With a fresh supply of 13.4

mnsq ft of office space during
last year, unsold inventory
currently stands at 215 million
square feet.

According to the report,
the average transacted rent-
als in the city grew by 6.6%
year-on-year to Rs 86.4 persq
ft a month in 2023. While the
micro markets of peripheral
businessdistricteastand Out-
erRing Road recorded signifi-
cantrental growth, the central
business district commanded
the highest rental range of Rs
110-195 a square fta month.

Experts who spoke to DH
cited at least a six-month pe-
riod before IT services com-
panies may report a recovery
in their share of overall office
spaceleasing.
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