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K’taka earns 225k cr
from sugar sector

ENS @ Belagavi

STATING that the sugar in-
dustry will continue to pros-
per in the country even in the
future, Sugar Minister Shiv-
anand Patil infor med that the
state government has been
oetting revenue to the tune of
Rs 25,000-35,000 crore from it.
Patil was handing over
awards to sugar factories at a
programme organised by S Ni-
jalingappa Sugar Institute
here on Friday, where he un-
derlined the key role plaved by
the sector in the global scien-
tific revolution. “A large
number of people were able to
secure jobs from the sugar in-
dustry in India,” he said.
Patil advised sugar factories
to protect the larger interests
of farmers in the state. He re-
minded them of a time when
the country had to import sug-
ar, but today, sugarcane is a
major crop that has contrib-
uted to the country’s economy.
He added that Karnataka is in
the second place in terms of

growing sugarcane in the
country at present, and is
poised to attain the top spot.

Claiming that sugarcane
was the only erop which
fetched better dividends for
farmers, Patil appealed to the
latter to explore various mod-
ern scientific agriculture
technologies to improve yield,
besides practising traditional
agricultural techniques.

Earlier, the minister pre-
sented awards to Sameerwadi
Godavari Sugar Factory of
Bagalkot and Halasiddanath
Sugar Factory of Nipani for
their technical discipline.

The first prize among the
sugar factories (North-West
region) was presented to Shiv-
ashakti Sugars, second to
KErishna Sugars of Sankanatti
and the third prize was bagged
by Renuka Sugars of Munav-
alli. In the North-East region,
KPR Sugars of Kalaburagi
and Mahatma Gandhi SSKN
Sugars of Kalaburagi bagged
the first and second prizes,
respectively

Source: The New Indian Express, 23 Dec, 2023., p.05

New cotton variety a boon for farmers of drought-prone areas

BOSKY KHANNA @ Bengaluru

WHILE Karnataka is reeling
under drought and farmers
crying foul over their losses,
those cultivating cotton have a
reason to smile.

The drought seems to have
proved helpful for research on
cotton. Researchers from Indi-
an Council for Agricultural Re-
search (ICAR)-Central Insti-
tute for Cotton Research (CICR)
conducted a pilot study of cul-
tivating high density cotton
crops in Yadgir and Dharwad

early this year on 175 hectares
of land. They found high den-
sity cotton cultivation to be
suceessful and helpful to farm-
ers of drought-hit areas. With
this success, the researchers
have asked the union govern-
ment to implement the same in
the eight cotton growing states
- Maharashtra, Gujarat, Rajas-
than, Madhya Pradesh, And-
hra Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka.
Elaborating on the pilot
study, ICAR-CICR Director Dr
YG Prasad told The New Indi-

an Express that usually three
to eight quintals of cotton can
be harvested from one acre.
But with the high density cul-
tivation, the yield will be 37-
50% higher. Normally, 18,000
saplings are planted on one
hectare, but under the pilot
project, 74,000 saplings were
planted. The sapling
grows faster and in an aligned
manner, so cotton picking
is easier.

The saplings were grown in
light soil (shallow soil where
water holding capacity is also

less) in drought-prone areas and
it was found to be ideal for culti-
vation. Ideally, a cotton plant
will be ready for harvest in 180
days, but in the new format, it

‘was ready in 150 days. The dis-
tance between the saplings was
19x15cm, Prasad said.

Rajesh § Patil, principal sci-
entist (genetics and plant
breeding) and head of Univer-
sity of Agricultural Sciences-
Dharwad, said it is not BT cot-
ton, but a new hybrid variety.
Last year, the yield was good,
but prices weren't. This year,
there is a demand. But due to
late sowing and poor monsoon,
the crop has taken a hit by 30 to
40%. Ideally, per hectare 493kg
lint can be harvested. One bale

is equal to 170kg lint (the fi-
brous coat covering the cotton
5).

Patil said the plots where the
high density crop was grown
showed positive results. How-
ever, the final market report on
overall cotton production will
be known in February-March,
when the markets open.

Against the usual practice,
sowing in Karnataka was
done in August this year.
The new high density cultiva-
tion will help farmers, the re-
searchers said.

Source: The New Indian Express, 28 Dec, 2023., p.05



KSDL ties up with 670
farmers for commercial
cultivation on 3,586 acres

Nagesh Prabhu
BENGALURU

The State-run Karnataka
Soaps and Detergents Ltd.
(KSDL), which is facing a
shortage of sandalwood oil
essential for its flagship
brand “Mysore Sandal”
soap, has tied up with 670
farmers for commercial
cultivation of 3,586 acres,
largely in dry regions of
north Karnataka, including
Dharwad, Haveri, Gadag,
to reduce its oil import bill.
This is under the ‘grow
more sandalwood’ policy.

The company will sup-
ply saplings to farmers un-
der the principle of “share
and prosper” basis. KSDL
has planted 2,800 saplings
in the Bengaluru and My-
suru division in the last few
months.

On an average, sources
said four to five kg of oil
will be extracted from 100
kg of wood.

Oil is largely extracted
from the root stem and
branches of the tree. KSDL
has one root from Kerala
costing %1.25 crore, the offi-
cial said.

Farmers can earn in the
range of I30,000 to
50,000 per tree if it was
20 to 25 years old and
grown in dry regions. The
average price of wood per
kg is around ¥6,000.

However, the official
said many farmers are re-
luctant to grow sandal-
wood following a fear of
theft. In fact, many sandal-
wood trees located in pol-
ice stations, court and un-

Farmers can earn in the range of ¥30,000 to ¥50,000 per sandalwood

tree if it was 20 to 25 years old and grown in dry regions. FILE PHOTO

KSDL purchased 94
tonnes of wood from
farmers last year but
the wood quality was
inferior., as farmers
cut trees before it
had grown fullly

iversity campuses have
been stolen, the official
said.

KSDL purchased 94
tonnes of wood from farm-
ers in Karnataka last year
but the wood quality was
inferior, as farmers cut
trees before it had grown
fullly owing to a fear of
theft.

“A national-level sandal-
wood policy is needed to
ensure protected cultiva-
tion” sources maintained.

Monetising land

Meanwhile, KSDL has
planned to monetise its un-
utilised land by developing
an office complex on its
premises at Yeshwanthpur
in Bengaluru, for providing
space for offices of various

Source: The Hindu, 24 Dec, 2023, p.6

government departments.
The company has 37.04
acres in Bengaluru and it
has utilised only 7.12 acres.
In Mysuru, SKDL has 33.16
acres and has utilised 24.15
acres, while in Shivamog-
ga, the firm has 25.09 acres
and utilised 11.03 acres,
leaving 14.06 acres free.

Huge vacancies
KSDL is likely to com-
mence a recruitment drive
to fill 771 vacant posts. It
has sanctioned 985 posts,
including both executive
and non-executive posts.
But it has only 214 regular
executive and non-execu-
tive employees.

The company has hired
a large number of em-
ployees on contract. It has
introduced several mea-
sures to increase the work
productivity of 1,860 em-
ployees by increasing the
shifts. The production in-
creased from 100 tonnes to
125 tonnes per day in the
last few months, official
sources said.



Centre yet to hold K’taka

drought-relief meeting

Panel’s Dec 23
Meeting Didn’t
Take Place

BV.Shivashankar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The much-awai-
ted meeting of the high-level
committee (HLLC) headed by
Union home minister Amit
Shah scheduled Saturday last
(December 23) to decide on
granting droughtrelief to Kar-
nataka did not materialise.

Much to the chagrin of the
state government, the Centre
has not even communicated
anything about postponement
of themeetingand thisislikely
to escalate the ongoing politi-
cal slugfest between Congress
and BJP over the issue.

“There was no HLC mee-
ting on December 23. No word
from the government of India
on this subject,” said revenue
minister Krishna Byregowda.

While it was the state go-
vernment’s grouse that the
Centre was not responsive to
its plea for drought relief of
Rs 18,177 crore from the Natio-
nal Disaster Response Fund
(NDRF),the HLC meetingwas
scheduled after chief mini-
ster Siddaramaiah along with
revenue minister Gowda met
both prime minister Narend-
ra Modiand Shah in New Del-
hi last week and requested
them to expedite the process
of releasing grant.

Both Siddaramaiah and
Byregowda had confirmed
this saying Shah had told

AWAITING AID: In September, the state government declared 195 of

236 taluks drought-hit and later added 28 more taluks to the list

them that the meeting had be-
en called on Saturday.

“The BJP functionaries of
Karnatakaunitwanttoblame
us that we have betrayed Kan-
nadigas, but our people know
who has actually betrayed
them. I personally met the PM
and the Union home minister
with our team and explained
to them the plight of our far-
mers as we placed the request
for Rs 18,177 crore relief. Our
revenue minister met the
Union agriculture minister
and finance minister separa-
tely. But, the Centre has not
yvet released even a single pai-
se,” Siddaramaiah wrote in
his Facebook post.

The state government on
September 13 declared 195 of
236 taluks drought-hit and la-
ter added 28 more taluksto the
list. An inter-ministerial te-
am sent by the Centre studied
drought situation in the state
between October 5 and 9 and
submitted its report.

It sent multiple memoran-
dums seeking central relief on

Source: Times of India, 27 Dec, 2023, p.4

assessment of a total loss at
around Rs 35,000 crore. But the-
re was no NDRF grant barring
Rs 929 crore released from the
State Disaster Response Fund
(SDRF) earmarked for all natu-
ral disasters to be witnessed in
the entire 2023-24 fiscal.

“The Centre is committed
to helping the distressed far-
mers and the HL.C will defini-
tely be convened,” said Shob-
ha Karandlaje, Union mini-
ster of state for agriculture.
“While it is subject to proce-
dure, the state has to do its bit
first,” she added.

The BJP’salliance partner
Janata Dal (Secular) joined
forces in attacking the Cong-
ress government. “The state
government has failed to
spend from the SDRE It has
just announced Rs 2,000 per
farmer, while the amount is
yet to be released. Congress
must focus on drought relief
inrightearnestinstead of bla-
ming the Centre for political
reasons,” said JD(S) state pre-
sident HD Kumaraswamy.

Back to Contents
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EPARATION of powers was
once thought to be the only sen-
sible rule of constitutional be-
haviour. Fundamental differ-
ences between the three
branches of government—the
legislature, the executive and
the judiciary—prompted the conclusion
that they should be separate and distinct.
But this does not reflect how democratic
governments around the world
actually work.

In 1920, British historian Albert Pollard
wrote in his book, The Evolution of Parlia-
ment, that the doctrine of separation of
powers in politics “was an ingenious at-
tempt to reduce the infinite complexity of
government to the subtle simplicity of a
constitutional Rule of Three”.

In the first half of the 20th century, aca-
demics—who were generally hostile tothe
traditional tripartite theory of separation
of powers—argued for a system of govern-
ment based on only two functions: policy
and administration. This is because the
problem at the centre of constitutional
government today is how to achieve a bal-
ance between the different branches—a
balance that will safeguard the freedom of
the individual and at the same time ensure
that governments provide their citizens
with essential services, without which
modern<ay society cannot survive.

The initial doctrine of separation of
powers had its roots in antiquity. Greek
philosopher and polymath Aristotle (384-
322 BCE) first mentioned the idea of “a
mixed government” in his treatise Politics.
Greek historian Polybius (200-118 BCE)
later explained in some detail the system
of checks and balances, crediting Spartan
king Lycurgus with having established the
first government of this kind.

In more recent times, scholars, govern-
ments and constitutions have approached
the subject in different ways, adding layers
of understanding to it.

One of the earliest and clearest state-
ments of the separation of powers was
propounded by French philosopher and
judge Montesquieu (1689-1755) in his fa-
mous book, The Spirit of the Laws (1748).
He noted: “When the legislative and ex-
ecutive powers are united in the same per-
son, or in the same body of magistrates,
there can be no liberty.. there isno liberty
if the power of judging is not separated
from the legislative and executive... There
would be an end to everything, if the same
man or the same body.. were to exercise
those three powers”

By way of illustration, he added, "Among

Separation of powers between the legislature, executive
and judiciary is an ancient doctrine. But it is not set in
stone. It has evolved to suit the needs of the times

EVOLUTION OF
THE RULE OF 3
IN GOVERNANCE

i

FALI S NARIMAN

1

i il
Constitutional jurist and
senior advecate 1o the Supreme Court

the Turks, where the three powers are
united in the person of the sultan, an atro-
cious despotism reigns.”

Since the British constitutional system
functioned quite smoothly between

SOUSAY 0¥

have the power of making laws to also
have in their hands the power to execute
them, whereby they may exempt them-
selves from obedience to the laws they

make, and suit the law both in its

the king, parliament and the making and execution to their
courts, Montesquieu bold- | 7 g own private advantage.”
ly asserted that separation QL "," nic As to why the doctrine of sepa-
of powers was a necessary, LOOKING ration of powers—more accurate-
if not sufficient, condition GLASS ly, of shared powers—was impor-
for liberty “since its absence pro- tant, and was considered worth
motes tyranny”. fighting for, was also emphasised
English philosopher John Locke by the author of one of the Feder-

(1632:1704) reasoned about the need for
separationof powers withina monarchial
state: “It may be too great a temptation to
human frailty for the same persons who

al-  ist Papers, which were a precursor
to the adoption of the Constitution of the
United States of America in 1789—the mod-
ern world's shortest written constitution,

of less than 8,000 words. In Federalist Paper
No 51, James Madison wrote: “In framing
a government which is to be administered
by men over men, the great difficulty lies
in this—you must first enable the govern-
ment to control the governed; and in the
next place, oblige it to control itself. A de-
pendence on the people is no doubt the pri-
mary control on the government; but expe-
rience has taught mankind the necessity of
taking auxiliary precautions.”

In the Constitution of India, believed to
be the world's longest document of govern-
ance after the Constitution of the state of
Alabama in the US, the doctrine of separa-
tion of powers is indeed recognised, “but
not in its absolute rigidity”, observed a
Constitution bench of India’s Supreme
Court way back in 1955.

The court added: “But the functions of
the different parts or branches of govern-
ment are sufficiently differentiated, and
consequently, it could be confidently said
that our Constitution does not contem-
plate assumption by one organ, or
part of the State, of functions that essen-
tially belong to another.”

Separation of powers alone does not op-
erate as a canonical principle of constitu-
tionalism. In an article published in the
Boston College Law Review in March 2013,
law professor Jeremy Waldron proposed a
close-knit set of five principles that are de-
signed to work both separately and togeth-
er. The principle of the separation of the
functions of government from one another
(the separation of powers principle); the
principle that warns against the concen-
tration of too much political power in the
hands of any one person, group or agency
(the division of power principle); the prin-
ciple that requires the ordinary concur-
rence of one governmental entity in the
actions of another, and thus permits one
entity to check or veto the actions of an-
other (the checks and balances principle);
the principle that requires laws to be en-
acted by votes in two coordinate legislative
assemblies (the bicameralism principle);
and the principle that distinguishes be-
tween powers assigned to the federal gov-
ernment and powers reserved for states
(the federalism principle).

Noneof these ‘principles’, of course, are
made enforceable in written constitutions,
because every written constitution divides
power in its own particular way

The principle of separation of powers
continues to survive in 2023-24, but under
its more appropriate umbrella term—the
division of powers.

(falinarimania@gmail.com)

Source: The New Indian Express, 28 Dec, 2023, p.8
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Siddaramaiah to lead Karnataka
delegation to WEF in Davos

Itis expected to woo industrialists from across the globe for investment in key sectors

Nagesh Prabhu
BENGALURU

hief Minister Sidda-
C ramaiah will lead a

15-member delega-
tion from Karnataka for the
54th annual meeting of the
World Economic Forum
(WEF) in Davos in Switzer-
land, which is scheduled
from January 15 to 19,
2024, for attracting invest-
ment in various sectors in
the State.

The delegation is ex-
pected to woo industrial-
ists from across the globe
for investment on key sec-
tors such as semiconduc-
tors, aerospace, defence,
precision  manufactur-
ing, electronics. It is ex-
pected to hold talks with
Satya Narayana Nadella,
chairman and CEO of Mi-
crosoft, and other leading
honchos of IT and manu-

Siddaramaiah

facturing giants, official
sources told The Hindu on
Saturday.

The Chief Minister will
be accompanied by Major
Industries Minister M B Pa-
til and IT/BT and RDPR Mi-
nister Priyank Kharge. Se-
nior IAS officer and
Additional Chief Secretary

Source: The Hindu, 24 Dec, 2023, p.7

to the Chief Minister L.K.
Atheeq, principal secretar-
ies and secretaries of in-
dustry and IT/BT depart-
ments will be part of the
delegation.

The State will set up a
pavilion at Davos for hold-
ing dialogues with leading
industrialists,  entrepre-
neurs, and Ministers of va-
rious nations. It is said that
the government has en-
tered into an agreement
with a leading media house
for setting up the pavilion
and publicity.

The delegation is ex-
pected to follow-up the dis-
cussions held with busi-
nessmen during the tour of
Mr. Patil to the U.S. this
September-October. After
the U.S. tour, Mr. Patil and
Mr. Kharge said that sever-
al American companies
have expressed interest to
invest around 325,000

14

crore in Karnataka.

Union Commerce and
Industries Minister Piyush
Goyal will lead the team
from India at the WEF. Re-
presentatives of over 100
governments, all major in-
ternational organisations,
civil society leaders, ex-
perts, youth representa-
tives. and social entrepre-
neurs will participate in
the five-day summit.

The summit this year is
largely focused on four key
themes: achieving security
and cooperation in a frac-
tured world, creating
growth and jobs, Artificial
Intelligence as a driving
force for the economy and
society, and a long-term
strategy for climate, nature
and energy.

The government is plan-
ning to hold a global inves-
tors’ meet either at the end
of 2024 or early 2025.
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Housing sales register a decade-
high record in 2023: Report

Sales across top-7 cities

registered 31% annual surge

SHAKSHI JAIN
BENGALURU, DHNS

mid a strong rally in the
Indian real estate mar-
et, 2023 registered the
highesthousing salesin atleast
a decade, across the top seven
cities,a new report by property
consultancy Anarock revealed
on Thursday.

With approximately 4.77
lakh units sold across the seven
biggest cities in 2023, the res-
idential segment registered a
31% year-on-year growth over
the 3.6 lakh units in the previ-
ousyear.

“The last peak in the decade
was seen in 2022, after 2014,
when approximately 3.43 lakh
units were sold in the top-7 cit-
ies,”the reporthighlighted.

“2023 has been phenomenal
for the Indian housing sector,
despite global headwinds, rising
domestic property prices and
interest rate hikes over the first
half this year,” Anarock Group
Chairman AnujPuriremarked.

The report credited un-
changed homeloanratesinthe
backhalf of the year for sustain-
ing the overall positive consum-
er sentiment.

The sales momentum was

Total absorption across top-7 cities in last 5 years

@ YoY % change

5.2%

54%
31%

2,61,358

1,38,344

2019

2020

led by the western markets of
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
and Pune, which sold around
1,53,870 and 86,680 units, re-
spectively. Kolkata stood at the
bottom of the chart with ap-
proximately 23,030 units sold
during the year.

At the same time, fresh sup-
ply of newly built homes saw a
25% year-on-year growth with
around 4.6 lakh units launched

Source: Deccan Herald, 29 December, 2023., p.11
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2,36,516

2021

4,76,521

3,64,873

2022 2023

in 2023, against 3.6 lakh units
in 2022. About 31% of the over-
all supply of residential units
in 2023 ranged in the Rs 40-
80 lakh bracket. With 51% of
launches in the Rs 80 lakh-plus
bracket, affordable housing -
comprising homes priced below
Rs40lakh-secured the smallest
share of the pie at 18%.
Industry players blame diffi-
cultiesin sustaining profit mar-

gins for the declining share of
the budget housing segment.

As per the report, the annual
jump in housing prices across
the seven geographies ranged
between 10-24% - driven by
demand and increased input
costs. M Murali, chairman and
managing director of Bengal-
uru-based Sriram Properties
cited a 5-8% increase in expen-
diture on raw material, cost of
capital and labour.

Unsold inventory, on the
other hand, saw a 5% year-on-
year decline towards 2023-end,
despite a strong supply of new
units during the year.

According to the report,
housing demand is expected
to remain undeterred in 2024,
even with a likely average price
hike of 8-10% across the top-7
cities. “The Indian economy
remains bullish, and this di-
rectly correlates to residential
demand,” Puri said.

Back to Contents
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Education dept to take over
BBMP schools, PU colleges

Palike will maintain
buildings

—v

BENGALURU, DHNS

eputy Chief Minister
D DK Shivakumar on Fri-

day said the Education
Department has been tasked
with running the BBMP
schools and pre-university
colleges.

While the department will
deploy teachersto these insti-
tutions, the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
will maintain the buildings
and provide infrastructure.

Shivakumar’s announce-
ment came after his meeting
with the Education Depart-
ment. Officials said no deci-
sions have been made about
colleges that are run by a sep-

1

A BBMP school in Austin
TOWN. FOR REPRESENTATION ONLY

Schools to be handed
over to edu dept

High
schools

PU
23 19
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arate department.

“We have noticed a decline
in the results of students in
most BBMP schools. This
should not be allowed. Hence,
a decision has been made to
take the help of the Educa-
tion Department so that the
BBMP schools provide quality

Source: Deccan Herald, 23 December, 2023., p.3
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education on par with private
schools,” the minister said.

Land for govt schools
The government is also plan-
ning to start 2,000 new Kar-
nataka public schools in dif-
ferent parts of the state using
corporate social responsibility
(CSR) funds.

“We have already identi-
fied land for the construction
of 500 schools,” Shivakumar
said, adding that the govern-
mentisin the process of hold-
ing ameeting with large com-
panies for financial support.

“We hope to provide all
facilities in these schools in-
cluding a library, classrooms,
laboratory and toilets. We
have started a trial project in
Ramanagaradistrict,” hesaid.
“The new schools will not be
located in taluk or district
headquarters. We will take
these schools to villages and
panchayat limits.”



Government school students
forced to clean toilet in city

- == ¥ .

Parents and residents outside the Government Model Primary

e » X

School at Andhrahalli in Bengaluru. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Following the incident of
students of the Morarji De-
sai Residential School in
Malur of Kolar district be-
ing made to clean a toilet
pit, yet another case of a
toilet being cleaned by
schoolchildren has
emerged, this time in the
Government Model Higher
Primary School, Andhra-

halli, North Zone-1,
Bengaluru.
The Department of

School Education and Lite-
racy (DSEL) suspended
Lakshmidevamma T., se-
nior headmistress of the
school, on Friday.

As a video of the stu-
dents cleaning the toilet,
using acid and brooms,
went viral on social media,
parents reached the school
and questioned the head-
mistress. They also staged
a protest.

Anjinappa, the Block
Education Officer (BEO) of
Bengaluru North-1, visited

the school and enquired
about the incident with
teachers and students, and
recommended disciplin-
ary action. On the basis of
his recommendation, the
Deputy Director of Public
Instruction (DDPI), Benga-
luru North zone, suspend-
ed Lakshmidevamma.

The children and the pa-
rents alleged that the head-
mistress used to ask the
children to clean the toilet
daily by offering them chik-
kis, chocolates, and sweets
as rewards.

A class VI student said:
“We have been asked to
clean the toilet for the last
few months. If we did not
follow the instruction, she
would threaten to punish
us.”

Another student stated
that they were never pro-
vided gloves or slippers to
clean the toilet. “Every
morning, they used to ask
who will clean the toilet for
the day and we used to
clean with bleaching
powder, phenyl, and other

Source: The Hindu, 23 December, 2023., p.3

cleaners,” said the student.
“We are sending our
children to school so they
can learn, not to clean toi-
lets. The government is
providing funds for toilet
cleaning and other activi-
ties, but these teachers are
misusing our children. The
government should take
action against the teach-
ers,” a parent demanded.
Madhu Bangarappa, Mi-
nister of the Department of
School Education and Lite-
racy, said there is “no
question of tolerating such
behaviour by teachers.”
“We will initiate strict ac-
tion against those responsi-
ble for this,” he said.
Speaking to reporters in
Bengaluru, Deputy Chief

Minister D.K. Shivakumar
said that a report has been
sought on the incident. Op-
position leader R. Ashok
and local MLA S.T. Somash-
ekar visited the school and
demanded a probe into the
incident.

This is the second such
incident in Karnataka in
the last 10 days.

On December 17, three
staff members, including
the principal of a Morarji
Desai School in Yaluvalli in
Malur, Kolar district, were
suspended by the Karnata-
ka Residential Educational
Institutions Society
(KREIS) for making stu-
dents manually clean toilet
pits as well as the school
premises.
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WANTED
Need Distributors for HDPE Pipes, PVC Fittings, PVC
Solvent Cement and CPVC Pipes & Fittings
Contact No : +91 98481 12189 - Mr. Sudhakar Reddy
+91 98481 12196 - Ms. Kumari

WEDDING SEASON SPECIAL |

TRADITIONAL & LIFESTYLE

NATIONAL
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100+ master weavers & hest designers from India

Last 3 Days
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Venue: Shilpa Kala Mantapa §
9th Cross, JP Nagar, 3rd Phase, Bannerghatta Main Road,
Opp. Shopper Stop, Near Jayadeva Hospital, Bangalore
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Home Linen & more from across country

23




Kannada to be 1st or 2nd
language, not 3rd, for
class VIII from 2024-25

KTBS has decided not to print third language Kannada textbooks as all schools, including those

affiliated to CBSE and ICSE, have to teach Kannada as the first or second language from next year

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

ollowing the imple-
mentation of the
Kannada Language
Learning Act, 2015, the
Karnataka government has
decided not to print third
language Kannada text-
books for class VIII from
the academic year 2024-25.

From the next academic
year, NCERT curriculum
schools, including those af-
filiated to the Central
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) and the Indian
Certificate of Secondary
Education (ICSE), will have
to teach Kannada as the
first or second language.

The Karnataka Text-
book Society (KTBS) has in-
vited indents from schools
to supply textbooks for the
2024-25 academic year and
said that, as part of the im-
plementation of the Kan-
nada Language Learning
Act, 2015, the third lan-
guage Kannada textbooks
for class VIII will not be in
force from 2024-25.

Hence, schools have
been advised not to indent
the third language Kanna-
da textbooks for class VIII.

Suma B.K., Senior Assis-
tant Director of KTBS, told
The Hindu, “The three-lan-
guage formula is in force in
Karnataka. Kannada is be-
ing taught in schools as the
first, second, or third
language.

“Since 2017, the Kanna-
da Language Learning Act,
2015, has been in force in
Karnataka, according to
which it is mandatory to
teach Kannada as the first
or second language in all
schools in the State. There-
fore, since 2017, the teach-
ing of Kannada as a third
language has been phased
out. In the year 2023-24,
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A file photo of school textbooks. The Karnataka Textbook Society
has invited indents from schools to supply textbooks for the
2024-25 academic year.

the teaching of the third
language, Kannada, in
class VII was stopped, and
textbooks were not even
printed. Teaching of a
third language for class VIII
students is being stopped
for 2024-25, so textbooks
will not be printed. In the
next two years, the teach-
ing of Kannada as a third
language will be stopped
for classes IX and X. This is
the decision of the Depart-
ment of School Education
and Literacy (DSEL). Ac-
cording to their order, ac-
tion has been taken to
print the textbooks,” she
said.

Decision opposed

The government’s decision
is being opposed by private
school managements and a
section of parents.

In the wake of strong
opposition from private
schools to teach Kannada
as the first or second lan-
guage, the State govern-
ment enacted the Karnata-
ka Educational Institutions
(Issue of No Objection Cer-
tificate and Control) Rules

Source: The Hindu, 25 December, 2023., p.2
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2022. According to these
rules, the government has
made a provision to teach
Kannada as a second or
third language, which is
being followed by most of
the private schools
managements.

In addition, around 20
parents moved the High
Court questioning making
Kannada a compulsory
language from class I to X
even in the CBSE and the
CISCE schools on August 2,
2023, and the case is pend-
ing. In such a situation, the
government’s decision not
to print third language
Kannada textbooks has
created confusion among
school managements.

‘Arbitrary orders’
“Without withdrawing the
2022 rules, deciding to
stop the printing of third
language Kannada text-
books is like the govern-
ment defying its own or-
der.

The authorities are issu-
ing arbitrary orders. The
department should not
take away the right of priv-

Around 20 parents
moved the High
Jourt questioning
making Kannada a
compulsory language
from class I to X
even in the CBSE and
the CISCE schools

on August 2, 2023

ate schools teaching Kan-
nada as a third language
without any official order
from the government,”
said Shashikumar D., Gen-
eral Secretary of Associat-

ed Managements of
Schools in Karnataka
(KAMS).

“None of the parents are
against teaching Kannada
as a first, second, or third
language. But the govern-
ment has allowed us to
teach Kannada as a second
or third language, which
we are complying with.
Many children from other
States join class VIII in Kar-
nataka. If Kannada is sud-
denly imposed as a first or
second language on these
children, it will cause sev-
ere problems.

The government should
call a meeting of private
school managements and
parents‘ associations, and
take an appropriate deci-
sion in this regard,” said
Mansoor Ali Khan, chair-
man of Delhi Public
School.

B.B. Cauvery, Commis-
sioner of School Educa-
tion, said, “The school
textbooks will be printed
and distributed as per the
order issued by the KTBS.
We have already submitted
a proposal to the State Go-
vernment to amend the
Karnataka Educational In-
stitutions (Issue of No Ob-
jection Certificate and Con-
trol) Rules 2022.”



Schools complain of lack of
staff and funds to clean toilets

Teachers’ body is demanding that maintenance of school toilets be entrusted to local bodies

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

hortage of funds and
s non-availability  of

cleaning staff has re-
sulted in children being
forced to clean toilets in
many government schools
across Karnataka, allege
stakeholders. As a result,
toilets in most schools are
being cleaned only two or
three times in a month.

The issue is back in fo-
cus following incidents of
students being forced to
clean school toilets. One
case was reported from
Malur in Kolar district and
another from Andrahalli in
Bengaluru city.

This is despite the De-
partment of School Educa-
tion and Literacy revising
the sum for maintenance
of government schools to a
maximum of ¥45,000 per
annum in September 2023,
depending on the number
of students.

Earlier, the department
provided a measly 32,500
to ¥5,000 per annum, ir-
respective of the number
of students. This fund is to
be used for drinking water,
cleaning of toilets, mainte-
nance of libraries, play-

T

Incidents of students being forced to clean school toilets were reported recently. One case was reported

from Malur in Kolar district and another from Andrahalli in Bengaluru city. FILE PHOTO

grounds, laboratories, and
other activities. Recently,
the government an-
nounced that government
schools would not have to
pay for electricity.

Stating that this sum is
inadequate, school author-
ities want either the sum to
be hiked, or want the work
to be entrusted to local
bodies.

Student strength
As per the revised alloca-
tion, a government school

that has up to 50 students
is eligible for ¥20,000 per
annum for maintenance. A
school that has up to 100
students is eligible for
%28,000 per annum, up to
500 students 33,000, and
above 501 students, the
sum is 45,000 per
annum.

But many government
schools authorities argue
that this sum is inadeq-
uate.

The headmaster of a Go-
vernment Higher Primary

Source: The Hindu, 26 December, 2023., p.4

School in Ramanagara dis-
trict told The Hindu, “We
have about 270 students in
our school every year. Re-
cently, the government re-
leased ¥9,000. We don’t
even know exactly how
much overall fund has
been allocated to our
school and whether we
will get another instalment
of money.”

Many schools complain
that even when there is
money, workers are not
available. .

The Karnataka State
Primary School Teachers’
Association (KSPSTA) has
demanded that the State
government entrust school

maintenance, including
cleaning of toilets and
classrooms, to local
bodies.

Chandrashekara Nugga-
li, general secretary of
KSPSTA, said, “All local bo-
dies have appointed clean-
ing labourers within their
limits.

Therefore, we requested
the State Government to
entrust the cleaning of
school toilets and class-
rooms to local bodies, in-
cluding BBMP, corpora-
tions, town municipalities
and gram panchayats at
the rural level. We will sub-
mit a memorandum to the
Chief Minister soon.”

Umesh G. Gangavadi,
State president of the
Schools Development and
Monitoring Comimittee,
said, “The toilets are not
cleaned even once a week
in the majority of schools.
1t affects the health of stu-
dents, particularly girls. So,
we requested private com-
panies, donors and alumni
to donate for school main-
tenance.”

A year of many reversals and reforms in education sector

ayanth R. higher education, which  bruary 28, 2024.
BENGALURU would deprive students
coming from oppressed Revision of textbooks

As the new Congress-led
government took charge in
the State in May 2023, the
education sector, which
had been a hub of contro-
versies during the previous
BJP regime, saw many
reversals.

NEP-2020 scrapped
The incumbent Congress
government  announced
that it would scrap the Na-
tional Education Policy
(NEP) - 2020, a policy
framed by the BJP-led Un-
ion government and the
party’s State government
took pride in claiming they
were the first State to im-
plement it. However, NEP -
2020 has been controver-
sial since its inception.
Multiple entries and ex-
its from courses, four years
of Honours degree, and se-
lection of core and non-
core subjects are said to be
unscientific and hastily im-
plemented. “The NEP em-
phasized privatization of

communities of higher
education. Steps have
been taken to saffronise
the education sector in the
name of holistic educa-
tion,” said development
educationist V.P. Niranjan-
aradhya, who petitioned
Rahul Gandhi to scrap
NEP-2020 if they came to
power in the State, during
Bharat Jodo Yatra’s Karna-
taka leg. This made it to
the Congress manifesto.

State Education Policy

The incumbent govern-
ment said it would come
out with a Karnataka State
Education Policy by the
next academic year. The
State government consti-
tuted a 15-member com-
mittee to formulate KSEP
under the chairmanship of
Sukhdev Thorat, educa-
tionist, economist, and
former chairman of the
University Grant Commis-
sion. They are expected to
submit their report by Fe-

The Congress government
also formed five commit-
tees led by Prof. M.G.
Hegde, a retired professor
at Rani Chennamma Un-
iversity, Belagavi, for revi-
sion of school textbooks in
time for the next academic
year.

The previous BJP regime
had formed a
committee led
by Hindutva
activist Rohith
Chakratirtha
to revise
school textbooks drafted
by a committee led by wri-
ter Baragur Ramachan-
drappa. This exercise in-
cluded lessons written by
several Hindutva icons, in-
cluding Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh founder K.B.
Hedgewar, among other

changes, that turned
controversial.
Once the Congress

came to power, with little
time to completely revise
textbooks for this academ-

4REWIND

ic year, it re-revised them
to make some “correc-
tions, additions, and dele-
tions” under the guidance
of Mr. Ramachandrappa
again, promising to bring
revised textbooks for the
next academic year.

Ban on hijab

A few days ago, Chief Mi-
nister Siddaramaiah an-
nounced that the govern-
ment would
withdraw
the ban on
hijab in edu-
cational in-
stitutions
that was imposed by the
previous BJP regime in
2022. However, following
intense opposition from
the BJP, the Chief Minister
backtracked and said a fi-
nal decision would be ta-
ken after discussing it in
the Cabinet and with the
Law Department.

Three annual exams

The State government de-
cided to bring major re-
forms to the Class X and I

Pre-University exams from
2023-24. The government
abolished supplementary
exams, and instead, it
would hold three annual
exams. Students can write
all three exams and the
best of their marks will be
considered for the marks-
sheet, which will not men-
tion which exam the marks
came from. .

Distribution of eggs
Earlier, the government
was providing eggs/bana-
na/groundnut chikki as an
additional input along with
midday meals to the stu-
dents from classes I to VIII
across the State. Upon pu-
blic demand, the new Con-
gress government extend-
ed this to even class IX and
X students.

Placements affected

Characterised by the eco-
nomic crisis on a global le-
vel and the growing gap
between industry and aca-
demia, the job placements
of thousands of students —
both engineering and non-

engineering were affected
this year.

In May this year, engi-
neering students in tier-2
and tier-3 colleges were
not able to secure jobs as
companies did not even
turn up on campuses for
recruitment, barring those
who had taken up Compu-
ter Science and Informa-
tion Science courses.
There was also an uproar
around the same time as
some engineering colleges
demanded placement fees
from students.

Coming to non-engi-

neering courses in fields
like chemistry, botany,
physics, and social scienc-
es, even the students who
had secured higher grades
also struggled to find jobs
due to a lack of industry
knowledge. This year’s
placement patterns yet
again highlighted the need
to shorten the academia-
industry gap.

Many MBA colleges also
saw a drop in the number
of recruitments done by
MNC companies due to a
dip in the number of
projects.
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[ISc Bengaluru faculty selected as
EMBO global investigator for 2023

Dr. Debasis Das, Assistant Professor, is among the scientists to have been selected for his project

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

member of the
A Indian Institute of
Science (IISc.)

faculty has been selected
as one of the 10 European
Molecular Biology
Organization (EMBO)
Global Investigators in
2023 for his project on
enzymatic dispersion of
biofilms to combat
biofilm-mediated
microbial infections.

Dr. Debasis Das,
Assistant Professor,
Department of Inorganic
and Physical Chemistry is
among the scientists to
have been selected to join
the EMBO Global
Investigator Network, an
initiative that enables
excellent early-stage group
leaders based in Chile,
India, Singapore and
Taiwan, to access a wide
range of collaboration,
networking, and training
activities.

A serious threat
“Antimicrobial resistance
(AMR) by pathogenic
microbes is a serious
threat to human health.

The Indian Institute of Science in Bengaluru. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

We have been working on
reversing antibiotic
resistance of pathogenic
bacteria. Biofilm is a major
line of microbial defense
against drugs, and a prime
virulence factor for
chronic diseases,” Dr. Das
told The Hindu.

Biofilm-associated
conditions are ubiquitous,
manifested as soft tissue
infections, and on medical
implants.

“Using enzymes, we are
preventing biofilm
formation and degrading
preformed biofilms. We
are developing the

Source: The Hindu, 28 December, 2023., p.7

first-in-kind
enzyme-antibiotic
combination therapy for
the facile treatment of
biofilm-associated
infections in humans,” Dr.
Das said.

His work would benefit
millions of people,
particularly Indian
citizens, who suffer from
various biofilm-associated
infections, and would
improve their day-to-day
lives.

“Being selected as one
of the EMBO Global
Investigators would
tremendously help us

26

expedite the work and
take our invention to the
global stage.”

“The EMBO platform
would help us connect
with leading scientists
worldwide, build a global
network, visit
state-of-the-art
laboratories, and initiate
productive
collaborations,” he
explained.

On neurodegenerative
disorders

According to EMBO, the
selected scientists explore
fundamental research
questions relating to
neurodegenerative
disorders, drug-resistant
bacteria, precision
immunology, leaf
epidermal development,
single-cell proteomics, and
other fields.

Dr. Das said that EMBO
would provide funds to
visit other institutions,
attend, speak at, and
organise scientific
meetings, participate in
various training programs,
and invite members of
EMBO’s communities for
lectures, and engage in
scientific discussions.

Back to Content
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JLR may take over
three nature camps
in Kali Tiger Reserve

Greens oppose plan, say staying
there will become costly

PAVAN KUMAR H
HUBBALLI, DHNS

ali Tiger Reserve in Ut-

B tara Kannada district is

et to lose its three na-

ture camps - Kulgi, Anshi and

Castle Rock-to Jungle Lodges

and Resorts (JLR) astheforest

department is contemplating

handingover themto the Tour-

ism department to boost the
camp’s footfall and revenue.

This move is being opposed
byenvironmentalistsandasec-
tion of forest department offi-
cials, who fear that the camps,
which are currently catering to
the educational needs of stu-
dents, will be lost.

The rooms, which are avail-
able for Rs 1,200 to Rs 1,500
pernight, maybecomea privi-
lege of “elites” after JLR takes
over them. Naturalists cite the
exampleof JLR’s properties at
Kabini, Bandipur, where one
has to shell out Rs 8,500 to Rs
15,200 per person per day.

The idea to shift the man-
agement of the three nature
camps to JLR was mooted by
Uttara Kannadadistrictsecre-
tary Ritesh Kumar Singh, who
recentlyvisited the campsand

found the maintenance poor
and footfall low.

“Currently, the footfall at
these camps is very poor. The
premises are not properly
maintained. JLR is a profes-
sional organisation that can
draw more tourists to the
place,” he said and gave the
example of a similar camp in
Mangaluru, which was hand-
ed over to the JLR and its
tourists’ footfall increased by
atleast 20 times.

A senior officerat KTR,who
did not wish to be named, said
JLR already has two premium
properties in the region. The
nature camps at Anshi (inside
the core area) and Kulgi are
meant to create awareness
among children through reg-
ular camps.

“Hundreds of students
visit these camps every year
to learn about biodiversity,
ecology and other aspects of
the forest. Generating mon-
ey is not the only purpose of
these camps,” said the officer.
Healsoadded thattherevenue
generated fromthecampswas
used for eco-development ac-
tivities, which may be impact-
ed if the camps are hand
over to JLR.

A local environmentalist,
who also runs a resortin Dan-
deli, said, “Nature camps cater
to the needs of nature lovers,
researchers and wildlife pho-
tographers who cannotafford
the premiumstaysatJL.R. The
forestdepartmentis notinthe
business of tourism, their pur-
pose is conservation and cre-
ating awareness of forest. The
nature campsatKTR aredoing
it. So,theyshould notbe hand-
ed over to JLR for the sake of
extrarevenue,” he said.

Speaking to DH, Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests
(Head of Forest Force) Brijesh
Kumar Dikshit said they have
received a proposal in this re-
gard and a final decision has
notyetbeen taken.

“We are looking at both
the pros and cons of handing
over nature camps to JLR.
Forest department officials
are not professionally trained
in managing tourism. JLR is
a professional organisation of
the governmentthathasbeen
handling tourists, and change
in management can improve
the potential of the camps,”
hesaid.

Dikshit said every year the
department gets Rs 20 crore
from JLR through jungle sa-
fariand other means. A similar
model can be worked in KTR
also where a portion of the
camps can be under the forest
department for conduct.mg

camp near Dandeli in Uttara Kannada dlstrlct.

Source: Deccan Herald, 25 December, 2023., p.3
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NGT

slams

central authority
for ‘shirking
responsibility’

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

he Central Ground

Water Board (CGWB)

faced the music at the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) for stating that drink-
ing water safety was a state
subject while admitting that
a majority of states, includ-
ing Karnataka, in the coun-
try have arsenic and fluoride
contaminated ground water.

The CGWB report said
that groundwater in 230 dis-
tricts of 25 states, including
three in Karnataka (Raichur,
Gadag and Yadgir) had arse-
nic above 0.01 mg per litre
(desirable level). Similarly,
469 districts in 27 states, in-
cluding all 31 in Karnataka,
had fluoride contentabove 1.5
mg/litre.

The CGWB, while main-
taining that water was a state
subject, said the annual data
taken from 17,500 water qual-
ity monitoring stations com-
prising borewells, dugwells,
tubewells and other sources
acrossthe country had helped
in identifying the occurrence
of areaswith high concentra-
tions of the two elements.

The principal bench of
NGT comprising Justice Sud-
hir Agarwal and expert mem-
ber A Senthil Vel slammed
the CGWDB’sstand thatwater
was a state subject.

“From the report, we find
that while presence of toxic
elements like arsenic and

fluoride in groundwater, con-
taminating and also causing
serious effects to human body
are admitted but no effective
steps have been taken by the
CGWRB, though under the
law, itis the body responsible
forregulating ground water,”
the bench said.

The CGWRB said the data
on ground water quality was
shared with the state govern-
ments for remedial measures
and the Ministry of Jal Shakti
hasissued guidelines for con-
troland regulation of ground-
water extraction.

“The guidelines include
clauses on measures to be
adopted to ensure preven-
tion from pollution in the
plant premises of polluting
industries/projects,” it said.

However, the NGT bench
noted thatthe Supreme Court
hasrejected the claim thatwa-
terisastatesubjectinthe M C
Mehta vs Union of India. “We
aresurprised thataftersucha
long time, eventoday, CGWB
has the audacity of shirking
away from its own statutory
responsibility and obliga-
tions and taking such flimsy
grounds which have already
been rejected by the Apex
Courtitself,” the bench said.

The tribunal impeached
the states in the case and is-
sued notice to governments
and soughtresponse withina
monthonthe “urgentpreven-
tive and protective” measures
to stop the negativeimpacton
the public health.

Source: Deccan Herald, 26 December, 2023., p.3A
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BENGALURU, DHNS

aking stock of the in-

I creasing Covid cases
in Bengaluru and that

New Year celebrations are
around the corner, the state
health department, issued
a circular on Thursday, di-
recting the city police and
the Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP)
to ensure that the Covid

:hi, Jharkhand
@gmail.com
2

E

Dated : 26/12/2023

DH
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Healthdeptdirects BBMPto enforce Cowd guidelines

guidelines are effectively
enforced.

Health Minister Dinesh
Gundu Rao, in his direc-
tions, said that the officials
should create awareness
and ensure that citizens
follow Covid Appropriate
Behaviour (CAB) such as
the use of sanitisers and so-
cial distancing. He reiterat-
ed that senior citizens and
those with comorbidities
should wear masks in pub-
lic places and closed areas.

Rao also noted that of
the 464 active cases in the
state, 376 of them are in
Bengaluru and four of the
nine deaths have been re-
ported from the city. The
circular also noted that the
JN.1 subvariant was highly
transmissible and hence the

Source: Deccan Herald, 29 December, 2023., p.2

Of the 464 active Cov:d
cases in the state, 376 of
themare in Bengaluru.
DH PHOTO/S K DINESH

hospital admissions among
those with lower immunity
and comorbidities could be
high.

In a separate circular is-
sued by the Health Depart-
ment, the Commissioner

35

(Health and Family Welfare
Department) has directed
theofficials to ensurethatall
the symptomatic close con-
tacts of Covid patients must
be compulsorily tested.

The circular also direct-
ed all public hospitalsin the
districts to ensure that they
establish dedicated Covid
isolation wards including
some ICU beds.

While the district admin-
istration has been asked to
ensure that doctors visit all
the homeisolation patients,
thosein ICU should be mon-
itored through tele ICU.

District death audit
committee and state death
audit committee have also
been instructed to conduct
adeath auditand reportthe
sameto the department.
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Karnataka to procure 30K doses
of precautionary Covid vaccine

Priority for people with
comorbidities and the elderly

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

iming to protect the
high-risk category of
eople and those with

comorbidities, the state gov-
ernment will soon procure
30,000 doses of the precau-
tionary Covid vaccine.

The precautionary dose,
which will be provided to
those who have already taken
two doses of vaccine, will help
boost their immunity.

“We will prioritise those
with comorbidities, those who
havebeen prescribedimmuno-
suppressants, and the elderly.
The precautionary dose will
provide them an additional
layer of protection,” Health
and Family Welfare Minister
Dinesh Gundu Rao said on
Tuesday.

Considering that the health
department and medical ed-
ucation department staff are
more likely to be exposed to
the virus, the government will
also administer flu vaccines to
all those working in these de-
partments.

The department is also
ramping up the medical infra-
structureinthestatetohandle

any surgein Covid cases.

Dedicated Covid wards will
be set up at Victoria Hospital,
RajivGandhiInstitute of Chest
Diseases,aswell asdistrictand
taluk hospitals. The health
department will also procure
fourmobile oxygen generators
to ensure there is no shortage
of oxygen.

“These mobile generators
canbe moved across the state,
wherever there is a necessity.
We have also asked the hos-
pitals to check the Pressure
Swing Adsorption (PSA) ox-
ygen-generating plants and
liquid medical oxygen supply
for any repairs or licence re-
newals,” Rao said.

The health department is
also seeking support from the
Indian Institute of Science
(IISc) and the Indian Statistical
Institute (ISI) to manage the
situation. “IIScand ISIshall be
asked to come up with a Covid
prediction model in light of
the new JN.1 variant detected
in Karnataka,” a statement by
the health department said.

The department is also re-
viewing the reports from the
sewage surveillance being
conducted across Bengaluru.

. v =
Covid isolation ward set up at the KC General Hospital

in Bengaluru. bHFILE PHOTO

Govt to conduct death audit

The state government thereis no proofto say
willconductadeathaudit  thatthe JN.1strain could
toascertain the cause of cause severeinfection.
deathofthe Covid patients However,adeath audit
so far. The state hasre- willhelp us determine
ported nine deathssofara the cause of death,”Rao
majorityofthemaresaid  said. Ofthe nine deaths,
tohave had comorbidities. samples of four were sent

“Ihave been told that for genomicsequencing
mostofthe Covid patients  and three of the samples
whodiedhad otherhealth  were positive for the JN.1
issues. Internationally, subvariant.

74 new cases

Karnataka hasreport- the state now has a total of
ed 74 new Covid cases, 464 active Covid cases. Of
according to Tuesday’s the 464 patients,423 are
health bulletin. As many under homeisolation, 25
as 6,403 tests were of them admitted to gen-
conducted. The positivity ~ eralbeds, and 16 of them
ratestandsat1.15% and arebeing treated in ICU.

Source: Deccan Herald, 27 December, 2023., p.3

36

Price cap on
Covid testing
in 2 days

While the government
facilities offer free Covid
tests, private hospitals
charge ahuge amount.
Following concerns that
this could inconvenience
the public, the health
department has formed a
committee that will look
into the issue and suggest
aprice cap. “Diagnos-
tics at private facilities
should be available ata
reasonable cost. We will
announce a price cap
within two days,” Dinesh
Gundu Rao said.

Genomic sequencing
at BMCRI

Noting that genomic sequenc-
ing was crucial to determine
the virus strain in the state,
the health department has
decided to increase the sam-
pling capacity of the state. So
far, samples were being sent
only to the National Insti-
tute of Virology (NIV), Pune,
and the National Centre for
Biological Sciences (NCBS),
Bengaluru. Going ahead, the
state health department has
asked the Bangalore Medical
College and ResearchInstitute
(BMCRI) to start genomic se-
auencing.



Lying unused, O, plantsin
govt hosps defunct now

State has 50 such units, total cost spent onit is over Rs 150 crore

BANSY KALAPPA AND
NAUSHAD BIJAPUR & Bengaluru,
Belagaw Bagalkot, Kalaburagi

EVEN as the state govern-
ment is on alert over the in-
creasing number of Covid
cases, Pressure Swing Ab-
sorption (PSA) plants that
generate medical grade oxy-
gen to treat critical Covid pa-
tients are not working in dif-
ferent parts of the state.

Despite spending at least
Rs 1 crore on each unit about
3-4 years ago, when the
pandemic was at its peak, they
are now in sad state of disre-
pair, lying unused in most
government hospitals, The
state has 50 such units and the
total cost spent on it was over
Rs 150 crore.

A medical practitioner, re-
questing anonymity, said.
“You need proper teams to
maintain them. But there has
been no maintenance for the
last two years.”

Health department sources
said. "These plants were set
upduring the pandemicto en-
sure that hospitals become
fully self-sufficient in medical
oxygen generation, The idea
was to generate enough medi-
cal oxygen to meet the needs
of hospitals without burden-
ing the grid.”

They said, "But there is a
problem with human resourc-
es, especially the technical
and paramedical staff, across
the health delivery system.
During peak Covid, the state
government recruited para-
medical staff in large num-
bers, but removed them when
the number of cases started
coming down and none has
been maintained since,”

Venkatesh Nayak, Director,
Commonwealth Human

106 fresh Covid
cases in K'taka

For the second conse-
cutive day, Covid-19
positive cases in Karna-
taka crossed the 100-
mark and stood at 106.
The positivity rate
jumped to 735%,
breaching the 5%-mark.
While Health Minister
Dinesh Gundu Rao had
directed health officials
to touch 5,000 tests
from Saturday onwards,
the number of tests
conducted on Sunday
were amere 1441.The
total number of active
cases inKamataka s
now 344, There are 323
in home isolation

Rights Initiative, Delhi who
obtained information through
an RTI from the Union Minis-
try of Health and Family Wel-
fare, told The New Indian Ex-
press, “Studies have revealed
that the oxygen PSA plants
are not always in a proper
functional condition. The gov-
ernment must publish real
time data about the prepared.
ness of these oxygen genera-
tion facilities in all hospitals,
particularly now when there
Is a scare of the new Covid-19
variant JN.1 spreading rapid-
ly. The transactions of the
Prime Minister Cares Fund
are most opaque of all such
public charitable trusts, be-
cause the government has re-
fused to bring the fund under
RTI which has been
challenged.”

When contacted, Medical
Education Minister Sharan
Prakash Patil told The New

VIRUS IN NUMBERS

(AS ON DEC 24,2023)

106

Total
positive

73
Total active
cases(7inICU,
14 in general
ward, 323
in-home
isolation)

TOTAL
TESTS

| 44]

POSITIVITY
RATE

135%

Indian Express, “Thad a video
conference with our officers
two days ago on the same is-
sue. | asked them for a status
report on the plants to find
out if they are functioning ef-
fectively Our interest is to see
that they are functional and
we will see to it that they are
all perfectly operational,”

Top sources in the Health
Department claimed that oxy-
gen plants set up in Belagavi,
Bagalkot and Kalaburagi dis-
tricts are functional and can
be put to effective use if the
situation arises. However
when asked if they can dem-
onstrate the units’ effective
functioning on Monday, the
authorities said they cando it
only on Tuesday.

(With inputs from

Swunil Patil, Ramakrishna
Badseshiand

Firoz Rozindar)

Source: The New Indian Express, 25 December, 2023., p.3
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[1Sc finds way to battle persistence in TB

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@8engalury

RESEARCHERS at the Indian
Institute of Science (IISc), in
collaboration with National
Centre for Biological Sciences
(MCBS) and InStem, found an
important mechanism that al-
lows the tuberculosis (TE) bac-
terium to persist in the human
host for decades. A single gene
involved in the production of
iron-sulphur clusters could be
erucial for the persistence of
TBE and its better understand-
ing can eradicate TB.

TE is caused by Mycobacte-
rium tuberculosis (Mib), which
can be present in the human
body for decades without any
symptoms. “Mib needs humans
to survive. In many cases of
Mtb infection, the immune sys-
tem can detect the bug and
clear it out,” said Mayashree
Das, first author of the above
study and PhD student at the
Department of Microbiology
and Cell Biology (MCB), I1Sc.

However, in several asympto-
matic individuals, Mtb hides
within deep oxygen-limiting
pockets of the lung becomes
dormant and is metabolically
inactive- saving itself from the
immune system and TH
drugs.

“Due to persistence, there is
abacterial reservoir in a sub-
setof the human popula-
tion at any point which
can reactivate and
cause infection. Un-
less we understand
persistence, we will
not beable to eradicate
TB,” explained Amit
Singh, Associate Professor at
MCEBE and corresponding au-
thor of the study.

The team grew Mib in liquid
cultures containing special
supplements needed for its
growth at the Center for Infec-
tious Disease Research (CIDR),
IS¢, Several proteins in Mth
depend on iron-sulphur clus-
ters for functioning. “The clus-
ters containing proteins are

important for essential proc-
esses such as energy produc-
tion by respiration, enabling
the bacteria to survive harsh
conditions of the lungs and
causing infection,” said
Singh.

However, there is another
single gene called IscS that can
also produce the clusters. To

find a correlation among

them the researchers

generated a mutant ver-

sion of Mib that lacked

the IscS gene. Under

normal and oxygen-lim-

iting conditions, iron-

sulphur clusters are pro-

duced mainly by the action of
the IscS gene.

However, when the bacteri-
um faces a lot of oxidative
stress, the iron atoms of the
clusters become oxidised and
released, damaging the clus-
ters which leads to increased

demand for producing more
clusters.

Scientists infected mice
models with the mutant ver-
sion of Mth lacking the IscS
gene which led to severe dis-
ease but not chronic infection
seen in TE patients. This is be-
cause, in the absence of the
IscS gene, the SUF operon is
highly activated leading to
hypervirulence.

The team found that thelscS
gene Keeps the activation of
the SUF operon in check, caus-
ing persistence.

Researchers suggested that
combining antibiotics with
drugs targeting IscS and SUF
might be more effective. Singh
is hopeful that a better under-
standing of the IscS and SUF
systems in Mtb can eventually
help eradicate the persistence
of TB. The study was pub-
lished in Science Advances,

Due to persistence, thereis a bacterial reservoir in a subset of the
human population at any point which can reactivate and cause
infection. — Amit Singh, Assodiate Professor at MCB

Source: The New Indian Express, 27 December, 2023., p.7
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State has 6.55 lakh RTPCR
kits, but is short of others

Karnataka government intends to ramp up the daily COVID-19 tests to 5000 from today and it

will require around 5 lakh testing Kits for the next three months

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

ith Karnataka
Wintending to
ramp up the

daily COVID-19 tests to
5,000 from Saturday, it will
require around 5 lakh test-
ing kits for the next three
months. Currently, the
State has a stock of 6.55
lakh RTPCR Kkits, 1.35 RNA
extraction kits, and 10,000

viral transport media
(VTM).
Over 10 lakh RTPCR kits

were procured in March-
April last year and the re-
maining stock of 6.55 lakh
has a shelf life till May. With
zero stocks of Rapid Anti-
gen Test (RAT) Kkits, the
Health Department is ex-
pecting 30,000 RAT kits by
Saturday.

Positivity rate
Despite this, Karnataka is
one among the top three
States that are doing the
highest number of tests in
the last few days. Karnata-
ka did 2,366 tests in the
last 24 hours of which
1,947 were RTPCR tests.
The test positivity rate
stood at 3.29% on Friday.
Health Commissioner

»

Women seen wearing masks after the rise in COVID-19 cases, in
Bengaluru on Thursday. SUDHAKARA JAIN

Randeep D. said with the
number of tests to be in-
creased to 5,000 from Sa-
turday, the cases are ex-
pected to up further.

He said that the tender-
ing process for procuring
VTM, RNA extraction, and
RAT Kkits is under way. “We
received 10,000 VTM Kkits
on Thursday. While the
tender process for procur-
ing 2.5 lakh VTM kits has
begun, we have sought the
government’s permission
for the purchase of 2.5 lakh
VTM kits and 3.5 lakh RNA
extraction kits. We will
start the tender process
soon after we get the ap-
proval,” he said.

A senior health official

Source: The Hindu, 23 December, 2023., p.6

in charge of testing said
tenders for RAT kits had
been floated one-and-a-
half months ago and
30,000 kits will arrive on
Saturday. “Now, amid con-
cerns of a possible JN.1
surge, we have sought per-
mission to procure 1.5 lakh
more RAT Kkits and are ex-
pediting the procurement
process,” the official said.

Reluctance to get tested
After the second wave, pe-
ople are generally reluc-
tant to get tested. Due to
this, the State that had pro-
cured testing kits in excess
during the third wave was
not able to use all of them.

The Hindu in March this
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One more
death in State

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

One more death was re-
ported on Friday. A 40-
year-old male diagnosed
with SARI in Dakshina Kan-
nada died on December
20, a day after he was
hospitalised.

With this, the total num-
ber of deaths since Decem-
ber 15 touched four. With
78 new cases, the total
number of active cases
touched 175. Of these, 13
are under treatment in
hospitals and the remain-
ing under home isolation.
Of the 13, six are admitted
in intensive care units.

year reported that the ex-
pired stock of 13,63,280
RTPCR and RNA extraction
kits along with other con-
sumables had been piled
up in the Bangalore Medi-
cal College and Research
Institute (BMCRI) depot af-
fecting academic, diagnos-
tic and research activities
in the medical college.



State seeks COVID-19 TAC’s
advice on vaccination guidelines

The State’s current precaution dose coverage in the above 18 age group is abysmally low at 23%

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

ollowing Chief Mi-
F nister Siddara-

maiah’s recent an-
nouncement that the State
will take up a vaccination
drive, if necessary, to im-
munise the unvaccinated
population, the Health De-
partment has now sought
the COVID-19 Technical
Advisory Committee’s
(TAC) recommendations
on guidelines for the drive.

Meeting on Sunday
Sources in the TAC said the
committee will meet on
Sunday to discuss and de-
liberate on the vaccination
front, among other issues.
Following this, the newly
formed Cabinet sub-com-
mittee is set to hold its first
meeting on December 26.
The State’s current pre-
caution dose coverage in

‘ -

Afile photo of a BBMP health worker administering a vaccine
against COVID-19 in Bengaluru. K. MURALI KUMAR

the above 18 years age
group is abysmally low at
23%. The Centre had rolled
out precaution dose admi-
nistration for senior citi-
zens across the country on

January 10 last year and for
those in the 18-59 age
group on April 10. Those
who had completed nine
months after their second
dose were eligible for the

precaution dose. After the
third wave in March-April
last year, COVID-19 was on
a decline.

Although there was a
small spike in September-
October, there was reluc-
tance towards getting the
precautionary dose as peo-
ple developed complacen-
cy. Till June-July last year,
some were still not eligible
for the third dose as they
had not completed nine
months after the second
dose.

Now, after a gap of over
a year and amid concerns
of a possible JN.1 surge, if
people want to take the
precautionary dose, will
that be the third dose, or
will it be the first dose and
the beginning of another

vaccination circle? Be-
sides, there is still no clar-
ity on whether the exist-
ing vaccines — Covishield,
Covaxin and Corbevax —
that are supplied through
the Centre, can provide
protection against the
new JN.1 strain.

State Health Commis-
sioner Randeep D. told
The Hindu that the TAC
had been asked to delib-
erate on these issues and
recommend guidelines
on the vaccination drive.

Virologist V. Ravi,
former TAC member and
nodal officer for genomic
confirmation of SARS-
CoV-2 in Karnataka, said
the third dose taken even
now will still be a booster
(precaution) dose.

&% BIMTECH | p"®

Source: The Hindu, 24 December, 2023., p.5
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Seven-day home isolation
must for COVID-19 patients

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Following the detection of
34 JN.1 cases, including
three deaths, the State Ca-
binet sub-committee on
COVID-19 has decided to
impose mandatory seven-
day home isolation for in-
fected patients and moni-
tor those in ICUs through
Tele ICU.

Besides, sewage surveil-
lance will be continued in
Bengaluru and Mangaluru
to track the spread.

Announcing this after
chairing the first Cabinet
sub-committee meeting on
Tuesday, Health Minister
Dinesh Gundu Rao said
doctors and health staff
will visit the houses of the

infected to monitor their
health.

Availing leave
“Those infected with CO-
VID-19 should isolate them-
selves at home for a week,
if not required to be hospi-
talised. All those who are
under home isolation and
are working in government
and private should be al-
lowed to avail casual leave
for a week, while those
hospitalised should be gi-
ven special leave for the
hospitalisation period.
Guidelines will be issued
on this,” the Minister said.
The meeting — attended
by Social Welfare Minister
H.C. Mahadevappa, Medi-
cal Education Minister Sha-
ran Prakash Patil, Higher

Source: The Hindu, 27 December, 2023., p.1
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Education Minister M.C.
Sudhakar, Health Commis-
sioner Randeep D., COVID
Technical Advisory Com-
mittee (TAC) Chairman K.
Ravi and senior health offi-
cials — discussed measures
to handle a possible surge
in cases and hospitalisa-
tions, if any.

No restrictions

Asserting that the situation
is not alarming, the Minis-
ter said the government
will not impose any restric-
tions on New Year celebra-
tions and gatherings as of
now.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 6

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGE 2



RT-PCR rates at private healthcare
centres to be fixed in two days

Health Minister says during this outbreak, CT thorax scan should not be used as screening test for COVID-19, and that necessary instructions in this

regard will be issued by Health Department soon. Fixing the rate for COVID treatment is not being considered in view of low number of admissions

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he State govern-
I ment will set up a
committee of ex-

perts headed by the State
Health Director to fix a
price ceiling for COVID-19
RT-PCR, Rapid Antigen
Tests (RAT) and other relat-
ed testing at private health-
care facilities.

Following this, rates for
these services in the priv-
ate sector will be an-
nounced within two days,
said Health Minister Di-
nesh Gundu Rao.

No more exploitation
Addressing presspersons

.

i 1
Addressing presspersons, Health Minister says the government will
ensure people are not exploited by private health facilities.

FILE PHOTO

after chairing the first
meeting of the State Cabi-
net sub-committee on CO-
VID, the Minister said the

government will ensure
people are not exploited
by the private health facili-
ties.

“During this outbreak,
CT thorax scan should not
be used as screening test
for COVID-19. Necessary in-
structions in this regard
will be issued by Health
Department soon,” he
said.

Replying to queries, he
said fixing the rate for CO-
VID treatment in private
hospitals is presently not
being considered in view
of the low number of ad-
missions.

“A proposal for hiring
additional human resoure-
es for a period of six
months to activate ICUs in
taluk and district hospitals,
medical college hospitals
will be prepared and sub-

mitted to the government,”
he said.

Vaccination, flu shots

Pointing out that those
who have not taken the
precautionary doses can
choose to get jabbed now,
the Minister said, “We will
write to the Centre seeking
30,000 doses of Corbevax.
Senior citizens and those
with comorbidities will be
immunised on priority.” It
has also been decided to
administer flu shots to all
health workers in hospitals
under the Health and Med-
ical education depart-
ments. These vaccines will
be purchased based on the
requirement, he added.

Two more
COVID deaths
reported;

74 new cases

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State on Tuesday re-
ported two more COVID
deaths — one each in
Dakshina Kannada and My-
suru. With this, the total
number of deaths since De-
cember 15 has touched
nine and the Case Fatality
Rate (CFR) touched 2.70%.

Source: The Hindu, 27 December, 2023., p.2

Biopsy samples of patients stolen from
Nimhans, sold outside; two detained

Chaithanya.Swamy@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The biopsy samples of patients
have gone missing mysteriously from a dedi-
cated warehouse of Nimhans in the city. The
samples were allegedly stolen by some emp-
loyees and sold to other institutes and to a
man from Kerala. The racket came to light
during a surprise visit to the mortuary by a
team of doctorsrecently.

Nimhans registrar Dr Shankara Naraya-
naRaolodged a police complaint, statingthat
paraffin blocks containing the samples are
missing. Most of them are of patients suffe-
ring from brain tumour.

According to hospital officials, at least
10,000 samples are stored every year in a dedi-
cated facility in their mortuary, after they are
tested and he reports of the results are han-
ded over to patients. Sources said Dr Anitha
Mahadevan, head of the department, and Dr
Nandeesh BN, additional professor from the
department of neuropathology, made a sur-
prise visit to the mortuary on December 23
and noticed that afew samples were missing.

The officials summoned mortuary assistant
Annadurai, a contract employee, for questio-
ning. He passed the blame on Chandrashe-
kar MR who was hired by BVG agency and
deployed to work at Nimhans. Upon questio-
ning, the duo confessed they sold them to
Raghuram from Kerala and other institu-
tions. Police detained the duo and registered
acaseunder IPCsections 381 (theft by clerk or
servant), 408 (criminal breach of trust by
clerk or servant) and 411 (dishonestly recei-
vingstolen property)

Source: Times of India, 27 December, 2023., p.3
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Used by researchers?

Apolice officer said Nimhans officials are
suspecting the stolen samples may have
been used by researchers writing theses
and for examining and teaching students.
“The samples are notavailable outside that
easily. The suspects said they have stolen
over 200 samples since the last four
months. Officials have to conduct an audit
and give us the exact number of samples
lost. We need to trace the Kerala person to
find out more about the racket,” he said.

Panel will probe: Registrar

Registrar Dr Shankaran Narayana Rao said:
“Theft of samples is a unusual situation. An
internal committee has been constituted to
look into the issue. We're checking details of
thesamples. Asof now, probeis in prelimina-
rystage. Only the buyers will be able toreveal
what the samples were used for. We're yet to
find out how the employees opened the facili-
ty without the HOD'’s permission,” Rao said.




HC tells govt to act against
quacks deluding the poor

Vasantha.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Time has come to
crack downonthose practising
medicine without qualifica-
tion and hoodwinking the poor
in rural areas, the high court
observed in arecent order whi-
le upholding the action of the
authorities in refusing regi-
stration to a private clinic at
KGF in Kolar district.

“The petitioner is not a me-
dical practitioner. He is a para-
medical practitioner. He is not
entitled to any registration un-
der the Karnataka Private Me-
dical Establishments Act, 2007,
which is sine qua non for conti-
nuation of practice as a medi-
cal practitioner. Heisnotadoc-
tor as defined under the Act...
Without being so, he claims to
have practised for ages now in
Kolar and would obviously be
even prescribing medicines.
His practice, as averred in the
petition, is allopathy as well,”
Justice M Nagaprasannanoted
while dismissing the petition
filed by one Dr Annaiah.

Running the clinic in the
name of Sangeetha Clinic on
Mini Ibrahim Road in KGF,
Bangarpet taluk, Annaiah had
challenged the endorsement

dated September 25, 2023, issu-
ed by thedistrict health & fami-
ly welfare officer and member-
secretary of the committee of
registration under Karnataka
Private Medical Establish-
ments Act, 2007, refusing him
registration.
Thepetitionerclaimed heis
a medical practitioner practi-
sing various forms of medici-
ne. According to him, he comp-

CLINIC AT KGF

leted community medical ser-
vice (CMS) course and obtai-
ned CMS-ED certificate from
the Central Paramedical Edu-
cation Board, Mumbai which
he claimed comes under the
World Health Organization di-
rective or guidelines. He furt-
her stated he had taken trai-
ning in paramedical course in
Delhi and on the strength of
theaforesaid certificatethathe
possesses, he had started the
clinic and was practising from
many years.

The government advocate
defended the action saying the-
se doctors are practising allo-
pathy without any qualifica-
tion to do so. Justice Nagapra-
sannanoted that the petitioner
has a diploma in Community

Source: Times of India, 28 December, 2023., p.4
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Medical Services with Essenti-
al Drugs, a diploma conferred
by Indian Council of Medico
Technicals and Health Care.

“The subject that the peti-
tioner studied is paramedical
course... If the nature of the co-
urse that the petitioner has un-
dergone is considered..., it wo-
uld become unmistakably cle-
ar that the qualification pos-
sessed by the petitioner does
not make him a ‘Private Medi-
cal Practitioner’ as found in
Section 2(k) of the Act. The pa-
ramedical course that the peti-
tioner has undergone is not the
one that is found in Section
2(k), which itself is exhaustive
and elaborate in bringing wit-
hinitssweepevenphysiothera-
py,” the judge said.

“The endorsement also no-
tices that the clinic of the peti-
tioner would be seized and the
seizure would be axiomatic, as
itisa consequence of non-regi-
stration of the clinic by a doc-
tor who has no qualification. It
is rather strange as to how the
petitioner wasaddressinghim-
self as a practising doctor for
all these years,” Justice Naga-
prasanna observed, while cal-
ling upon the authorities to act
against such doctors still fo-
und inrural areas.



Nerve disorder: Al tool can aid in screening

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: Indian Institute
of Science researchers, in col-
laboration with Aster-CMI Ho-
spital, have developed an Al to-
ol that can identify the median
nerve in ultrasound videos
and detect carpal tunnel synd-
rome. The study was publis-
hed in IEEE Transactions on
Ultrasonics, Ferroelectrics,
and Frequency Control.

IISC STUDY

CTS arises when the medi-
an nerve, which runs from the
forearm into the hand, is com-
pressed at the carpal tunnel
part of the wrist, resulting in
numbness, tingling or pain. It
is one of the most common
nerve-related disorders, speci-
fically affecting individuals
who perform repetitive hand

Al tool can identify the median
nerve in ultrasound videos and
detect carpal tunnel syndrome

movements such as office staff
working with keyboards, as-
sembly line workers and
sportspersons, IISc said.
Doctors currently use ult-
rasound to visualise the medi-
an nerve, and assess its size,
shapeandany potential abnor-
malities. “But unlike X-rays
and MRI scans, it’s hard to de-
tect what’s going on in ultraso-
und images and videos... At
the wrist, the nerve is quite vi-
sible, its boundaries are clear,
but if you go down to the elbow
region, there are many other
structures and the boundaries
of the nerve are not clear,” ex-
plained Karan R Gujarati, first
author and former MTech stu-

Source: Times of India, 24 December, 2023., p.4

dentatthe departmentof com-
putational and data sciences,
IISc. Tracking the median ner-
ve is important for treatments
thatrequire doctors toadmini-
ster local anaesthesia to the fo-
rearm or block the nerve to
provide pain relief, [ISc added.

The team turned to a ma-
chine-learning model based
on transformer architecture,
similar to the one powering
ChatGPT. The model was ori-
ginally developed to detect do-
zens of objects simultaneous-
ly in YouTube videos. The te-
am stripped the model’s com-
putationally expensive
elements tospeed it up, and cut
down the number of objects it

44

could track tojustone-theme-
diannerve, in this case.

To train the model, they
collaborated with Lokesh Bat-
hala, lead consultant neurolo-
gist at Aster-CMI Hospital, to
collect and annotate ultraso-
und videos from both healthy
participants and people with
CTS. Once trained, the model
was able to segment the medi-
an nerve in individual frames
of the ultrasound video.

Prof Phaneendra K Yala-
varthy of CDS said: “Imagine
avideoof anautonomouscar.
If the car is movingon the ro-
ad, you'd want to track it. In
the same way, we are able to
track the nerve throughout
the video.” The model was ab-
le to automatically measure
the cross-sectional area of
the nerve, which is used to di-
agnose CTS.

Fullreport:toi.in
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Govt mulls revoking labour law
exemption granted to I'T firms

Dept verifying workers’ complaints,
plans stakeholders' meet

v

work practices in their respective com-
panies, the government is thinking of
revoking an exemption given to these
avingreceived hundreds of com-  industries from the Industrial Employ-
leaims from employees of IT ment (Standing Order Act, 1946), in a
and ITes industries about unfair  bidtoimposestrictregulationsonthem.

BENGALURU, DHNS

Thegovernmentisexaminingthepos-
sibility of revoking the exemption from
the Standing Order Act, which will help
the government closely monitor regu-
lations followed by these companies, a
release fromthe departmentsaid.

Ranging from unfair termination,
massretrenchment, ID blocking tolong
work hours and other unfair work prac-
tices, the labour department’s inboxes
are full of complaints from employees,
departmentofficials told DH.

Since the industries are exempted
from the Act, the government cannot
directly intervene and it acts as a pro-

tective shield for them, Mohammed
Mohsin, principal secretary of labour
department, said.

Karnataka is the only state to have
exempted IT/ITes industries from the
provisionsofthe Actand thisexemption
isin forcesince 2014.

It was introduced in an effort to en-
courage the growth of the IT sector in
thestate.

Atpresent,thereare8,7851T/BT com-
paniesin thestate, whichemploycloseto
19lakh people, according to data availa-
blewiththelabour department.

The department is in the process of

examining the complaints and will call
a stakeholders’ meeting soon to decide
onrevokingtheexemption, Mohsinsaid.

Independent director and former
CEO ofNasscom Foundation Ashok Pa-
midiopined thatthe governmentwould
beboosting theITsector growth by con-
tinuing the exemption.

“AmajorityoftheITindustriesin Kar-
nataka are export-oriented and hence
they already follow globally accepted
procedures, for instance the Global Re-
porting Initiative (GRI) standards. Add-
ing furtherlocal procedures would limit
their functioning,”he said.

Source: Deccan Herald, 24 December, 2023., p.5
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60% Kannada on name boards:

Can BBMP

Similar announcements
madein2017,2019

BENGALURU, DHNS

he Bruhat Bengaluru
TMahanagara Palike

(BBMP) may have set
a February 28 deadline for
enforcing the ‘60% Kanna-
da on name boards’ rule for
commercial establishments,
concerns are being raised
about the civic body’s ability
toimplement it.

Pointing out that similar
announcements were madein
2017 and 2019, Sanneerappa,
state general secretary of the
Karnataka Rakshana Vedike,
said that the BBMP had failed
toimplement the rule.

“This is not the first time

such an announcement is
made. The BBMP chief com-
missioner has agreed that
they have failed toimplement
it. While he passes on the re-
sponsibility to the zonal com-
missioner, we are not sure
how serious these officers will
be inimplementing the rule,”
Sanneerappa said.

In 2019, the Karnataka De-
velopment Authority (KDA)
directed the BBMP to imple-
ment therule. The then-chief
commissioner also passed an
order, warning the establish-
ments that they would lose
their trade licenses if they
failed to abide by it. However,
sources in the BBMP conced-

CM wades in

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Mondayurged
commercial establish-
mentsacross Bengaluru to
include Kannada prom-
inently on their name
boards.

InapostonX (formerly
Twitter), he said that fol-
lowing the rule of the land
was our responsibility.
“Whether you were born
and broughtupinKar-

ed that they could not imple-
ment the order.

“In the following year, the
BBMP council was dissolved
and the order was not fol-
lowed up. The trade licence
renewal was also made on-
line, and owing to manpower
shortage, no one bothered to
check this,” a senior BBMP
official said.

Source: Deccan Herald, 26 December, 2023., p.2
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ey natakaor
have made
alivelihood
by staying
4 here,we

e ofthem
Siddaramaiah Cannads
gas.InKarnataka, Kanna-
da gets the utmost priority
and itiseachof our duty
to abide by the law of the
land,” the post said.

Sanneerappa added that
the other states had success-
fully implemented it and the
civic body just needed to take
it up seriously. “The same
companies that have bigname
boards in English here have
Tamil name boards in Chen-
nai. If they can implement it
there, the same can be fol-
lowed in Karnataka,” he said.

really enforce it?

Won’t tolerate
violence: DKS

Referringto
attackson
some estab-
lishments by
pro-Kannada
EASE 0 activists,
Shivakumar Deputy Chief
Minister D
K Shivakumar said that
the government would
nottolerate violence or
attacks on commercial
establishments. While he
urged the establishments
to abide by the law, he
asked the pro-Kannada
activists to work within
thelegal framework.

The BBMP chief commis-
sioner is expected to chair a
meeting on Tuesday to chalk
out a plan to implement the
rule, sources said.



Bescom seeks tariff increase of
49 paise per unit for FY 2024-25

While the drought scenario in Karnataka has been cited as one of the factors for rising power purchase costs, the electricity supply company says

the process of importing and blending coal for thermal power production has contributed to higher power purchase costs

Jahnavi T.R.
BENGALURU

ills of consumers of
Bthe Bangalore Elec-
tricity Supply Com-

pany (Bescom) may go up
next year, if the power uti-
lity has its way. Like every
year, Bescom has sought a
hike of 49 paise per unit
across all categories for the
financial year (FY) 2024 -
2025 in its tariff proposal
submitted earlier this
month to the Karnataka
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (KERC).

The company has also
proposed recovering a
higher amount of tariff
through fixed charges and
reducing the energy charg-
es.
Defending the demand,
Bescom officials said the
hike would be necessary to
bridge the estimated reve-
nue loss of 1,738.69 crore
during 2024 - 2025. The re-
venue loss for FY 2022 -
2023 was 31,078.82 crore
and the operating losses
were 3274 crore.

The increased revenue
loss and the reason for
seeking the tariff hike have
been pegged to an in-

Bescom officials say the hike is necessary to bridge the estimated
revenue loss of 21,738.69 crore during 2024 - 2025. FILE PHOTO

creased power purchase
cost.

“The hike is based upon
the power purchase cost
estimated by Power Com-
pany of Karnataka Limited
(PCKL),” said a senior offi-
cial in Bescom.

The official also said that

the power purchase cost
for the year would be
around 328,863 crore.
While the drought scenario
in the State is one of the
factors for the increased
power purchase costs, the
official mentioned that the
process of importing and

Source: The Hindu, 23 December, 2023., p.2

Fact sheet

Tariff hike

proposed*
2019-20 | 101 33
2020-21 | 196 40
2021-22 | 139 30
2022-23 | 158 35
2023-24 | 136 T0

“In paise

blending coal for thermal
power production largely
contributed to the rise.
Despite this cost increasing
the revenue loss, Bescom
is expecting to improve its
revenue in FY 2024 - 2025
as it has observed an in-
crease in its sales.

For FY 2023 - 2024, Bes-
com sought a tariff hike of
%1.36, whereas the KERC
approved a hike of 70 paise
only. This year too, the ac-
tual tariff hike will be de-
cided by the commission
after  public hearings,
which are likely to be con-
ducted in February.

“Even if this hike is ap-
proved, for most domestic
consumers, it will essen-
tially not be a burden as
they are covered under the
Gruha Jyothi scheme,” a
Bescom official said.
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Although KERC officials
had earlier said that a mul-
ti-year tariff (MYT) system,
where the tariff for a con-
trol period of three years
would be fixed at the be-
ginning of the control pe-
riod, would come into ef-
fect from FY 2024 - 2025, it
is unlikely, a source in Bes-
com said.

“It is too late in the year
for us to formulate it now.
Hence, we have requested
the commission to imple-
ment it from next year”

Negative FPPCA
However, the fuel and pow-
er purchase cost adjust-
ment (FPPCA) charges
have seen a downward
trend in recent days.

“The FPPCA for this
month was negative as it
was -30 paise. But it could
not be reflected in this
month’s bill as we had
spread out the collection of
an earlier FPPCA across six
months, which would end
in December. From next
month, the consumers
might see a negative
FPPCA in their bills,” the
senior official said.

The difference between
the approved power pur-

‘Water tariff
for homes not
increased for
10 years’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar pointed out
on Friday that water tariff
for the residential segment
has not been increased for
the last 10 years.

Asked about a proposal
to increase water tariff, he
told reporters, “The High
Court of Karnataka had
stayed an order to increase
water tariff for residential
buildings in 2018. Hence,
water tariff for only com-
mercial buildings has been
increased. Water tariff for
the residential segment
has not been increased for
the last 10 years.”

chase cost and the actual
cost incurred by Escoms is
reflected as FPPCA in the
electricity bills.



State forms Cabinet
sub-committee to
monitor COVID-19

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

To manage COVID-19 infec-
tions, the State govern-
ment on Friday constituted
a four-member Cabinet
sub-committee headed by
Health and Family Welfare
Minister Dinesh Gundu
Rao.

Other members of the
panel are Social Welfare
Minister H.C. Mahadevap-
pa, Medical Education Mi-
nister Sharan Prakash Pa-
til, and Higher Education
Minister M.C. Sudhakar.

The Cabinet sub-com-
mittee would function in
coordination with the CO-
VID-19 Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC).

The Health and Family
Welfare Department would
provide all needed support
for the committee for hold-

ing meetings and making
suggestions to the govern-
ment, according to an or-
der issued by the State
government.

On Thursday, Chief Mi-
nister Siddaramaiah said
there must be proper coor-
dination between the Cabi-
net sub-committee and the
TAC.

“The advice given by the
TAC should be implement-
ed in toto,” he said.

After chairing a meeting
with Ministers, officials,
and experts, Mr. Siddara-
maiah appealed to people
not to panic, but to be cau-
tious and take precaution-
ary measures, such as
wearing masks.

The Chief Minister had
also said that the Karnata-
ka government would, if
necessary, restart CO-
VID-19 vaccination.

Source: The Hindu, 23 December, 2023., p.6
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Why Karnataka government brought
amendment to BBMP Act, 2020

In the just-concluded Belagavi s

EXPLAINER

The story so far

he Karnataka go-

vernment in the

Belagavi  session
brought an amendment to
the Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP)
Act, 2020, with retrospec-
tive effect to regularise the
collection of ground rent
from the property owners.
With this, the BBMP aims
to avoid repayment of
about 1,712 crore to the
property owners and buil-
ders in the city which it col-
lected from them.

After a section of buil-
ders approached the Kar-
nataka High Court over col-
lection of ground rent by
the BBMP, the collection of
such fees was termed “ille-
gal.” The court found merit
in the argument of the buil-
ders that the BBMP was
collecting the fee despite
there being no such provi-
sions in the BBMP act. The
court directed the BBMP to
repay the money to the
builders. To avoid pay-
ment, the government
passed BBMP and Certain
Other Law (amendment)
bills in the recently con-
cluded winter sessions in
Belagavi.

How it all began

All this began in the year
2015 when IAS officer T.M.
Vijay Bhaskar was adminis-
trator of the BBMP. The
Town Planning Depart-
ment of the civic body sent
a proposal to Vijay Bhaskar
asking him to fix the fee
amount for ground rent, li-
cence fee, building licence
fee, scrutiny fee and other
miscellaneous fee for sanc-
tion plan. Vijay Bhaskar,
who retired as Chief Secre-
tary on December 31,
2020, approved the same

Construction work going on in Chamarajpet. SUDHAKARA JAIN

Between 2015 to
2021, the BBMP had
collected 1,712 crore
from the builders

and said cess which is col-
lected should be linked to
the guidance value of the
property.

Between 2015 to 2021,
the BBMP had collected ¥
1,712 crore from the buil-
ders. The BBMP is vet to re-
cover 688 crores from
them. The BBMP has been
collecting the fees issuing
circulars, though there
were no provisions in the
law to make collection.
Back in 2015, a section of
builders started to ap-
proach the High Court
pleading with the court to
end the system of ground
rent. The fees are levied
per square feet and this, in
turn, depends on the gui-
dance value of the area.

A builder said in the
past the Bengaluru City
Corporation was collecting
ground rent from property
owners for it, allowing it to
dump construction mate-
rials on the footpaths and

public spaces. However, af-
ter the formation of the
BBMP and rules about foot-
paths, the civic body man-
dated not to dump waste
and construction materials
either on footpaths or in
public spaces.

With this, the right to
collect ground fee also
came to an end. Now, no
builders can put materials
outside the construction
site and the collection is
not just unfair but illegal.
The builders also asked the
High Court to reduce other
fees.

In 2021 and 2022, the
BBMP issued circulars say-
ing it has amended rules
for collection of ground
rent, making it mandatory
for the builders to pay this
fee. This is despite in 2021
High Court termed the cir-
cular ultra vires. In the fag
end of 2022, the High
Court came down heavily
on the BBMP terming the
collection illegal.

Government comes up
with proposal, amends
Realising that BBMP may
have to lose the already

ssion, the Karnataka Govt. brought an amendment to the BBMP Act, 2020, with retrospective effect to regularise collection of ground rent from property owners

BBMP head office at Hudson Circle. k. MURAL KUMAR

collected money, the civic
body sent a proposal in Au-
gust, 2023, to the Urban
Development Department
(UDD) to include provi-
sions in the BBMP Act to
avoid repayment and regu-
larise ground rent. The
BBMP said the amendment
should be made with re-
trospective effect to avoid
repayment.

According to the sourc-
es, Deputy Chief Minister
and Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar showed interest in
the proposal and directed
adraft d

who approached the
court, the government
cannot bring an amend-
ment with retrospective ef-
fect and even this will be
questioned in the High
Court.

The builders were hop-
ing to get crores which
they paid to the civic body
knowing fully well that it
was illegal and now the go-
vernment has used a
“trick” to protect the
BBMP.

‘What the BBMP says
and what are its
SRR

In the session he ex-
plained why the amend-
ment was  necessary,
“Based on the circular, the
government had collected
T 1,712 crore between 2015
and 2023 and it was yet to
collect another 3688 crore.
There were some lapses in
the circular due to which
the High Court ruled
against it. The order meant
that the BBMP has to re-
fund the collected sum. To
rectify this, amendment is
necessary.”

According to a builder,

However, a BBMP official
said the government has
every power to amend the
rules with retrospective ef-
fect and there were many
instances of it in the past.

The one fruitful out-
come of the exercise is that
the government has now
agreed to slash the plan ap-
proval fee.

The government has to
now frame rules to the
amended provisions. It is
said that fee will be re-
duced while framing the
rules.

Source: The Hindu, 27 December, 2023., p.7
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Police interventions reduce crashes
on Bengaluru-Mysuru highway

Increased patrolling
has helped exercise
caution

v

UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
BENGALURU, DHNS

ccidents on the Benga-

luru-Mysuru highway

ell to 12 in November
from the high of 92 in May,
data shows.

Fatalities in November fell
to less than one-fourth of the
number in Mayin the same pe-
riod, from 28 in Mayto 6in No-
vember, police data accessed
by DH shows.

May was the deadliest
month for users of the ac-
cess-controlled road, which
openedto the publicon March
12.

Police attribute this fall to
several reasons.

In July, Ramanagara police
began to ramp up patrolling
with newly acquired speed
radar guns, which helped
them keep speeding in check.
A month later, National High-
ways of India (NHAI) officials
clarified that the speed limit
forthe highway was100 km/h,
which helped police officers
double down onviolators.

Alok Kumar, current Ad-
ditional Director General of
Police (Training) and the for-
mer ADGP (Traffic and Road
Safety), Karnataka, pointed

Source: Deccan Herald, 25 December, 2023., p.2

Accidents in 9 months

MONTH  TOTAL FATAL KILLED
March 61 19 20
Al [Z530 199 128
MaVal E92/8 285 i3 1
DUREN 7738 FTONN §29
SULVAN P3O O 10
Aug 320 10 10
Sept 42 13 16

Oct 360 111 14
Nov 123 |6 6

outthatthe ban ontwo-wheel-
ers, auto-rickshaws, tractors,
and non-motorised vehicleson
the highway since August as a
major reason for this fall.
“Since two-wheeler riders

made up about 50-60% of the
fatalities, banning their entry
onto the highway has contrib-
uted to the fall in overall acci-
dentnumbers,”he said.

Policein Ramanagara, Man-
dya, and Mysuru — where the
highway snakes through—also
tookup patrolling for speeding
and lane violations, booking
heavy vehicle drivers driving
ontherightlane.

Kumar highlighted that the
increased awarenessabout po-
lice patrolling on the highway
and the media attention has
also helped drivers exercise
caution. “We took conscious
effortstobring crashes and fa-
talitiesdown on the highway, to
dispel the notion that was built
inthe first few months thatitis
a‘deathtrap’,”he said.

The present ADGP for Traf-
ficand Road Safety, Seemanth
Kumar Singh, explained that
speeding has come down on
the highway, which could also
be why the fatalities have fall-
entosingledigits. “With speed
radar guns, we are regularly
patrolling the highway and
ensuring people are not going
beyond100 km/h. Thishasalso
reduced the risk of accidents,”
he said.

Police have been booking
drivers for crossing the speed
limitalong the highway. In the
July-September quarter, Ra-
managara police registered a
total of 3,417 cases against driv-
ers violating the speed limit
while Mandya police booked a
total of 1,859 people for speed-
ing on the highway.

CM says he has asked for withdrawal
of order banning hijab in classrooms

Matters pertaining to food habits and dress are a matter of personal choice and should not be politicised: Siddaramaiah

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

n a significant move,

Karnataka govern-

ment is set to revoke
the contentious order ban-
ning hijab in classrooms,
which was passed by the
previous BJP government
and later led to a legal
battle.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, who alluded to the
hijab issue at a programme
in Nanjangud in Mysuru
district on Friday, an-
nounced that he had asked
for withdrawal of the hijab
order. “We will withdraw
the hijab circular and there
is no restriction and peo-
ple can wear the dress of
their choice,” he said.

The previous BJP go-
vernment had banned
wearing hijab in educa-
tional institutions. The De-
partment of Primary and

The previous BJP goveri
educational institutions. FILE PHOTO

Secondary Education had
issued a circular banning
hijab in schools and PU col-
leges which resulted in a
political furore. There
were protests for and
against the move across
the State by students’
groups as well, starting
with a college in Udupi.

(i

nment had banned the wearing hijab in

Petitions were filed
against the order in the
Karnataka High Court in
2022, which ruled in fa-
vour of the State’s circular
and said that students in
educational  institutions
should only wear pre-
scribed uniforms, and
where no code was pre-

Source: The Hindu, 23 December, 2023., p.10
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scribed, they should wear
“such attire that would ac-
cord with equality and in-
tegrity and would not dis-
rupt public order.” They
held that the wearing of hi-
jab was not an essential re-
ligious practice. Later in
the year, the Supreme
Court delivered a split ver-
dict on the issue, and the
case is now pending before
a larger Bench.

Elaborating on the issue
at the event in Nanjangud,
Mr. Siddaramaiah said that
matters pertaining to food
habits and dress are perso-
nal. “I wear dhoti and so-
meone else may wear
pants and shirt. What is
wrong in it?”’ questioned
the Chief Minister and said
that one should not politi-
cise such issues for politi-
cal gains.

Though the Congress
had hinted that it would re-
voke the ban if voted to

power in the run-up to the
elections, it was the first
time that the Chief Minister
has said in public that the
ban was being revoked.

Mr. Siddaramaiah was
speaking in Nanjangud af-
ter inaugurating three pol-
ice stations at Kavalande,
Antharsante, and Jayapu-
ra. Later, on his social me-
dia handle, he also said
that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s dictum of “Sab-
ka saath, sabka vikas” was
hollow.

BJP responds

In a quick response, the
BJP in its social media han-
dle said that the Chief Mi-
nister was “trying to sow
the poison of religious bi-
gotry in a harmonious so-
ciety.” They argued that
uniform ensures equality
among students. The Chief
Minister is “creating divi-
sions,” the party alleged.



17th century Mahasati
statue found in Kampli

KIRAN BALANNANAVAR @ Ballari

A 17th century Vijayanagara
Empire era Mahasati statue
was found while doing agricul-
tural work on the outskirts of
Kampli town recently Accord-
ing to historians, the statue be-
loings to the Vijayanagara era.
Officials of the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) visited
the spot. The statue depicts a
woman holding weapons. An-
other woman is also seen stand-
ing. Farmers stumbled upon
the stone statue. They cleaned it and informed the of-
ficials concerned. Inmediately, the officials, alongwith
the ASI team, rushed to the spot and took it along with
them. Sharanbasappa Kulkar, a researcher and histo-
rian, confirmed the discovery of the statue.

“The statue looks like a woman celebrating with an-
other person with weapons and one hand is damaged.
We will conduct the carbon dating test to get an exact
picture,” he said.

Source: The New Indian Express, 29 December, 2023., p.7
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Veerashaiva Lingayats
demand OBC status

Davanagere: The All India
Veerashaiva-Lingayat Maha-
sabha’s 24th Maha Adhives-
hana has urged the state go-
vernment to send a proposal
to the Union government re-
commending central OBC
status to all sub-communities
of Veerashaiva Lingayats.
MLA and Mahasabha presi-
dent Shamanur Shivashan-
karappa read out the resolu-
tions, which were adopted
unanimously.

According to one of the
eight resolutions passed at
the valedictory here here on
Sunday, the central OBC sta-
tus, if implemented, will help
millions of poor members of
the communities.

Thestate government sho-
uld declare Basavanna to be
the cultural leader of the sta-
te. His ideology is eternally
relevant tothe world. The Ma-
hasabha also passed a resolu-
tion to support all agitations
that are aimed at protecting
the unity, integrity of the co-
untry and national security.

Former CM BS Yediyurappa at
the valedictory in Davanagere
on Sunday

The government must deve-
lop former CM S Nijalingap-
pa’shouse in Chitradurga, in-
toanational monument.

The Mahasabha hasurged
the community members not
to identify themselves as Hin-
duintheforthcoming popula-
tion/ caste census. “They sho-
uld shun names of sub-castes.
They should only use terms
‘Veerashaiva’ or ‘Lingayat’,”
said the resolution. Noted
personalities like BY Vijay-
endra, Basavaraj Bommai,
Eshwar Khandre, N Thippan-
na, Go Ru Channabasappa
and others were present. Tnn

Source: Times of India., 25 December, 2023., p.6
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Amid surge in PV solar units,
solar water heaters lose steam

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Once a com-
mon appliance on household
rooftops, solar water heaters
are becoming obsolete. Citi-
zens are preferring the profi-
table photovoltaic (PV) net
metering installations inste-
ad. The business prospects
of generatingelectricity and
selling it for profit to Escoms
associated with net-mete-
ring installations have dis-
incentivised solar water hea-
ters, which were once the
most preferred way for resi-
dents to reduce monthly
electricity bills.

According to Bescom da-
ta, Bengaluru is currently
seeing less than 35,000-40,000
solar water heater installa-
tions a year, down from
75,000 installations during
2015-16. The near 50% drop
comes even though the Kar-
nataka high court had, in
2017, ordered mandatory in-
stallation of solar water hea-
tersinevery building.

Energy experts attribute
the trend to citizens’ prefe-
rence to making a profit rat-
her than merely saving ex-
penditure. “Unlike the PV
net-metering units, solar wa-
ter heaters don’t help you
monetise energy. They only
help cut down on electricity
bills by heating the water na-
turally and in the larger con-
text, reduce the peak load
considerably. But the PV
units help you earn by sel-
ling the electricity genera-

STEADY DROP IN
BESCOM LIMITS

Year Heaters installed
2013-14 | 72,945

2014-15 | 72,749

2015-16 | 76,628 [

2016-17 | 64,098 NN

2017-18 | 56,842 N

2018-19 | 42,008

2019-2020 | 41,543

2020-2021 | 35,044

2021-2022 | 31,551 [

2022-23 [ 40,517

2023-24
(October)

22516[

Source: Solar Thermal
Foundation of India

ted. But what citizens are
missing out is the extent of
savings they will get compa-
red to the generation. If you
save four units with a solar
water heater, PV units will
help you generate only one-
fourth of the four units,” ex-
plained Jaideep Malaviya,
founder and secretary gene-
ral of Solar Thermal Federa-
tion of India (STFI).

As per solar water heater
data, only 22,516 solar water
heaters have been installed
so far in 2023 in Bescom li-
mits, compared to 40,517 in
2022. Many expertsalsoattri-
buted the trend to the with-
drawal of rebate that was ex-
tended to households with
solar water heaters.

Source: Times of India., 24 December, 2023., p.2

63

IMPACT OF ‘BULK’
INSTALLATIONS

escom officials maintained

hat the numbers are constant
across its limits. Mahantesh
Bilagi, MD of Bescom, said:
“If you look at the number of
installations, there is certainly a
drop of late. This is largely due to
apartment complexes or multiple-
unit housing system. Before
availing an electricity connection,
it's mandatory for any building to
install a solar heater. Apartments
with multiple units go in for bulk
installation, which is considered
as one unit regardless of the
number of connections. Similarly,
individual houses with three or
four floors also take one bulk
connection. Hence, the
installation number appears to be
dropping over the years.”

“In the absence of solar
water heaters, citizens are
switching to conventional
electric geysers or gas gey-
sers. While all of us talk abo-
ut addressing climate
change, there are no plans
for decarbonising the hea-
ting process, which isnot on-
ly affecting the environment
but alsoaddingto the energy
crisis with peaking de-
mand,” explained MG Prab-
hakar, a consultant for
FKCCI's energy committee.

Besides helping Bengalu-
ru save on the peak load de-
mand, solar water heaters,
over the last decade, have
helped save 4,151 million
units a year. This assuming
they work only for 275 days.



For 2nd year in a row, dog-bite cases up in state

Pearl.Dsouza@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Following the
Covid-19 pandemic, Karnata-
ka has witnessed an uptick in
cases of dog bite. Till Novem-
ber this year, the state had al-
ready seen nearly 2.11akh dog-
bite cases—a 28% increase on
last year’s1.6lakh cases.

The year-on-year spike in
dog bites is sharper than the
14% seen in 2022, data from the
Integrated Disease Surveil-
lance Programme (IDSP) and
Integrated Health Informa-
tion Platform (IHIP) revealed.
However, data showed that
Karnataka’s cases had drop-
pedyear onyear by 30-35% dur-
ing the pandemic years of 2020
and 2021, before turning north.

Karnataka is second
worst among the South Indi-
an states when it comes to
number of dogbites this year,
only behind Tamil Nadu
(nearly 4.11akh cases).

DH Ashwath Narayana,
former president of the Asso-

CANINE THREAT OVER THE YEARS

State

| 2023« | 2022 | 2021 | 2020

Tamil Nadu 4,04,488 | 3,64,210 | 3,23,190 | 7,66,988 ;§
Kamataka | 2,08656 163,216 | 143,253 | 221,669 |2
Andhra Pradesh | 1,89,539 | 1,89,225 | 2,57,714 | 2,99,981 g'
Telangana 1,08910| 92,613 | 53,149| 82,954 § T
Kerala 63,458 4,000 1,19,974 | 83,836

ciationfor the Preventionand
Control of Rabies in India,
said there was no proper data
during the pandemic. Howev-
er, therearefactorscontribut-
ing now to the increase in re-
portage of cases, such as
awareness and increase in
dogpopulation, he added.

But he noted that deaths
due to dog bites are certainly
coming down, even if the bite

p L % ':-V o .

load is more. “One of the rea-
sons is that major cities have
had mass dog vaccination un-
der the Animal Birth Control
programme, using the munic-
ipal fund. Hence, rabies is re-
ducing among dogs. Simulta-
neously, because of increased
awareness, those bitten go to
thehospital. They get vaccine
because of increased availa-
bility,” hesaid.

Source: Times of India., 26 December, 2023., p.3
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In Bengaluru city for in-
stance, he said, one gets intra-
dermal inoculation of anti-
rabies vaccine (IDRV) at
health centres, under the free
drug initiative of the minis-
try of health and family wel-
fare in coordination with the
state government. One canal-
so bill it under Ayushman
Bharat, and roughly Rs 1,250
getsreimbursed. The vaccine

Back to Contents

is available even at peripher-
alhealth centresinurbanand
rural areas, he added.

To counter the gross un-
der-reporting of deaths, the
government of India has
written to the states to notify
all human rabies deaths, Na-
rayanasaid.

Notifiable disease

As per a circular dated Octo-
ber 12,2023, principal secreta-
ry to medical education Na-
veen Raj Singh has requested
all government and private
medical colleges and hospi-
talstonotify humanrabieson
the IHIP portal. The state has
declared human rabies as a
notifiable disease.

Earlier that month, health
commissioner Randeep D
had also directed all district
health officers to treat ani-
mal-bite victims irrespective
of APL/BPL card, and to pro-
vide the anti-rabies vaccine
and rabies immunoglobulin
free of cost.
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Adebacle of

lake governance

A governance
structure built to shirk
responsibility for lakes’
upkeep while wielding
control over their fatesis
the city’sbane

VARINI G AND PRATHIKSHA ULLAL

engaluru has an impressive net-
Bwork of water tanks, which in

the past played the role of water
storage, rainwater harvesting, irriga-
tion, etc. Currently not the city’s main
source of water, they still hold cultural
and ecological importance for the city.
They continue to act as places within
urban settings that people visit for rec-
reational purposes and were also con-
sidered sacred due to the presence of
local deities or keredevathes associat-
ed with the lake. Due to their cultural
link, lakes were considered imperative
tolocal livelihoods. This link extended
to conservation of ecological balance,
as some inscriptions warning against
exploitation of such resources show.
Scholarslike Harini Nagendrahave ar-
guedthatsuch a cultural link with lakes
in cities is eroding, and consequently
local livelihoods are no longer intrin-
sically connected with ecological well-
being and guardianship of thelake.Ina
time of climate change, besides theloss
of lakes’ cooling function, we are also
witnessing the impact on surrounding
green cover, urban flooding, and rapid
groundwater depletion. Neglecting the
health oflakesisalso causing thedeath
of aquaticlife.

The Karnataka governmentand the
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP), shoulder responsibility for
maintenance of public infrastructure
within Bengaluru. However, thelack of
adescriptive governance structure has
led to the current state of lakes. A fur-
ther blow to lake governance structure
inthe city came through the ‘Karnataka
Tank Conservation and Development
Authority (KTCDA) and Certain Oth-
er Law (Amendment) Act, 2018’. This
amendment repealed the Karnataka
Lake Conservation and Development
Act, 2014, to transfer all tanks located
within the limits of municipal corpo-
rations, including the BBMP, to the
control of the Minor Irrigation and
Groundwater Development Depart-
ment.

Recipe for disaster

The 2018 amendmentbroughtinloop-
holes into the law. The amendment to
Section 12 of the Tank Actremoved the
term “houses” from the principal Act,
thusallowing the buffer zone exception

for houses, i.e., houses can now be built
within 30 metres ofalake, which wasn’t
allowed pre-2018 amendment. This
could mean thatapartmentcomplexes
could be constructed within the buffer
zone. This is despite several Karnata-
ka High Court judgements calling for
demolition of houses encroaching on
lake bed areas in the city. The recent
Bengaluru floods confirmed that one
of the main reasons for the floods was
encroachment of lakes and their con-
version into residential areas. In this
backdrop, allowing this exception to
housing is dangerous not just for con-
serving bluespacesbutalso flood resist-
anceinthe city.

The amendment has also led to
further fragmentation of an already

fragmented lake governance struc-
ture. Currently, all lakes are under the
KTCDA, which falls under the Minor
Irrigation department. All ‘custodians’
oflakes, including Urban Local Bodies
such as the BBMP, report to the KTC-
DA. Thisarrangementviolates the 74th
Amendmentofthe Constitution, which
was enacted to make ULBs responsible
for their cities and theresources there-
in. Undermining the role ofaULBand
reducing its role to a mere custodian
under the state government strikes
against the purpose of decentralised
governance of commons within a city.
A ULB is a constitutional authority
whereas the KTCDA is a statutory
body; making a ULB answerable to a
statutory body is unconstitutional.
According to the information avail-
able on the BBMP lakes wing website,
there are multiple other authorities
that are responsible for different
lakesin the city. They are the Karnata-
ka Forest Department, the Bengaluru
Development Authority and the Lake
Development Authority. There are two
prominent problemsto be noted. First,
the management of lakes even within
the territorial limits of the BBMP is
being vested in other authorities and

parastatals not concerned with local
governance.

Second, this deeply fragmented
structure leads to lack of coordination
and lackofastandard governance phi-
losophy across different entities. This
leads to destructive competition and
blame games. For example, recently,
in the case of Hebbala and Nagawara
lakes, the BBMP had refused to take
custody from the Forest Department
citing documentationissues. The case
of Hebbala and Nagawara lakes also
shows how a lack of a standard defi-
nition of an urban lake is causing rifts
within governance. Both the previous
Karnataka Lake Conservation and
Development Authority Act, 2014,
and the current Karnataka Tank Con-
servationand Development Authority
Act define a lake as any inland water
body documented as per the revenue
records. However, this definition isin-
adequate asitdoes not assign responsi-
bility of lakes based on their territorial
jurisdiction. In order to resolve this
confusion, any lake within an urban
area -- that is, any area within the ter-
ritorial jurisdiction of a municipality
--should be the ULB’s responsibility.

The way forward

What we need, instead of the current
structure, is an empowered ULB with
adedicated lake wing that has experts
who understand the ecology of lake
maintenance. The BBMP recently
announced that every lake under its
jurisdiction would have a nodal officer
appointed for its upkeep. While it is
an imperative step, giving additional
responsibilities to nodal officers does
notnecessarily translateinto good gov-
ernance. Moreover, given that nodal
officers would only be responsible for
BBMP-maintained lakes, other lakes
willlose out on the same benefit.

We need an informed approach to
lake governance, where local govern-
ance systems adopt principles of ecol-
ogyand conservation into governance
itself, as opposed to regulatory bodies
at the state level imposing them. We
must empower local governments to
take responsibility; only then can we
hold them accountable. BBMP’s lake
wing needs technical officers that
understand the ecology of a lake and
approachitwith ecocentrism, especial-
ly given lakes’ importance in cooling
the city and reducing the impact of
climate change. Bengaluru, as a city,
takes pride in the number of lakes it
has. They can protect us from some of
the effects of climate change aslong as
we protect them.

(The writers are Research Fellows at
Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy,
Karnataka)

Source: Deccan Herald, 28 December, 2023., p.6
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The special body formed toimplement the project

willwind up in June 2024.
Howmuch work has itcompleted?

Bengaluru Smart City:

Jawaharl!al Bhavanin Cubbon

BENGALURU, DHNS

the Smart City

SMART CITY GRANTS

(ZENIeEIN  Grants released
Year

L. DH FILE PHOTO/S K DINESH

Citywide helpline
Formed by the BenSCL at Rs 96

gr(\:gall )“"" SmaythityLimited (hB.eT' Central | State | Total
), a special purpose vehicle
meant to impl the central 2018191 55 =amEl

government’s Smart Cities mission
for Bengaluru, was incorporated
with the motto “Liveable Ben-
galuru- Healthy, Connected and
Vibrant"in January 2018,

The Smart City projectis funded
equally by both central and state
governments. Supposed to wind
upitsworkin five years, the project
has been extended until June 2024
by the central government. Until
2023-24, Rs 829 crore has been
released for the project.

Allsevenongoing projectsworth
Rs 292.32 crore are supposed to
be completed by June 2024, after
which the duration of the company

2019-20 | 100 0 | 100
2020-21 | 39 145 | 184
2021-22 | 98 214 | 312
2022-23 | 98 0 98
2023-24 | 245 | 05 | 25

Total 4145 4145 829

(Numbers in Rs cr)

R Marketareaand more.

Projectsundertaken

The data shared by Smart City of-
ficials shows that seven projects
amounting to Rs 292.34 crore are
pending. As many as 39 projects
amounting to Rs 637.66 crore have

may or may not!

Director

been

of BenSCL, says that some of the
work, especially the multi-level car
parking project in Gandhi Bazaar,
might remain incompletc in June.
“All the completed projects will be

®Twelveroadinfrastructureworks
worth Rs459 crore, allunder the
TenderSURE model

@ Fourinformation technology-re-

handed over to the departmem.s lated works won‘.h Rs 144 crore
under which they fall,”sh i ) thRs
when asked what the future of pro- 139 crore

jectswill be. ® Ten health-related projects

Since its inception, the project
has helped develop infrastructure
and provide smart solutions to
manyofthecity'sissues. Roadworks
under the TenderSURE model
form a major part of the project. A
city-wide helpline incorporating
14 line departments, smart classes,
electric buses, traffic cameras and
body cameras, digital and physical
health infrastructure to some of
thehospitals, worksinCubbon Park
and Jawaharlal Nehru Planetari-
umand a multi-level car parking at
GandhiBazaar, redevelopmentof K

worthRs77 crore, including pro-
vision ofinfrastructuretoimpor-
tantgovernment hospitals

® Developing twoparks with Rs 42
crore

®Transport project worth Rs 40
crore

®Two education projects worth Rs
11 crore, including smart digital
classroom at 220 anganwadis,
softwares and visual learning
aids to benefit about 9000 an-
ganwadi children

@ Six other projects worth Rs 15
crore

crore, the Integrated Control and
Ci d Centre (ICCC) is yet
another project that will act as a
helpline connecting citizens to 14
line departments in Bengaluru
Clty, supporting data-driven de-
cision-making during day-to-day
administration and emergencies.
Though not launched officially,
this is operational under the 1533
helpline and is integrating one
department after the other. It will
be handed over to BBMP once the
Smart City company winds up.

Problems remain

“Smart City project is dead. They
haveleftbehindatrail of problems,
including poor quality of material
and poor workmanship,”says Raj-
kumar Dugar, founder of Citizens
for Citizens (C4C).

He explains the case of Miller
Road, which has many unattend-
ed problems despite repeatedly
raisingitwith the highest-level offi-
cialsat BenSCLand the Shivajina-
gar MLA. “The road surface has
sunk, and the top layer has eroded
insome places. Parking is allowed
next to a footpath occupied by an
electricitytransformer, leaving the
pedestriansat themercy of traffic,”
hesays.

Dugar explains that BenSCL
refused to restore a pedestrian
crossing near Mahaveer Jain Hos-
pital. “There are five bus shelters
opposite Ambedkar Bhavan, one
partly outside the bus bay close to
thetrafficsignal,and another fully
outside the bus bay. All these were
highlighted repeatedly to the con-
cerned over the past 18 months.
But “nothing has happened yet,”
hesays.

Source: Deccan Herald, 23 December, 2023., p.2

PENDING
PROJECTS

Revitalisation of historic
heart of the city - Smart
Tender SURE Roads Phase B
Package 2

Rs 41.40 crore

© Miller's Road Extension
(from Miller's Road
Underpass to Haines Circle)-
Work in progress

© Cantonment Road (from
Millers Road to Queens
Road) - Physically work
completed

© HKP Road (from Queens
Road to Russel Market)
Physically work completed

Revitalisation of historic
heart of the city - Smart
Tender SURE Roads
Phase B Package 6

Rs 34.21 crore

© Avenue Road - from
Mysore Bank Circle to SJP
Road - Work is in Progress

@ Rhenius Street - from
General KS Thimmaya
Road to Langford Road -
Physical work completed

Construction of Auditorium
block & other facilites

at Jawaharlal Nehru
Planetarium

Rs 42 crore
Work in progress

Redevelopment of historic
economic Centres - Meat
Market, Adjacent to KR
Market

Rs 6.70 crore

Work in progress

Redevelopment of
historic economic Centres
- KR Market

Rs 40.05 crore

Work in progress

1CCC - (Integrated
Command and Control
Centre)

Rs 105.85 crore

Work in progress

Construction of Multi-level
Car Parking (MLCP)

at Gandhi Bazaar

Rs 22.13 crore

Work in progress

z

Total Cost
Rs 292.34
crore

COMPLETED
WORKS

39

Total Exp
Rs 639.04
crore

PROJECTS

46

Total Cost
Rs 930
crore
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Millers Road, developed ur;derthe Smart City project. ABescom transformer here

pedestrians. sPECIAL

Multi-level car parking:
Who will it help?

Gurulaj Rotti,oneof the traders, draws
to a bigger problem. He says

ulti-level car parking in Gandhi
Bazaaris bei iltwithoutcon-
sidering vendors, say traders in

thearea. Theysay that themarket making
way forcar parking withoutenough space
for vendors will turn bad for the overall
equation in the Gandhi Bazaar.

Parking was a need feltlong agoin the
Gandhl Bazaararea. The Bruhat Bengalu-
ru a Palike was to

that the ongoing work in the area by the
Directorate of Urban Land Transport
(DULT)focused on creating avehicle-free
pedestrian zone contradicts the agenda
behind multi- Ievel car parking.

Withth rowerand
the area becoming a car-free zone, the
of cars entering the particular

undertake the project long ago. After
planning for a long but not undertaking
the project, it was handed over to Ben-
galuru Smart City Limited (BenSLC) in
2020. The work started last month after

the th

road becomes nil. Even if that changes,
the narrow roads will discourage car us-
ers, says Rotti.

Multilevel car parking on J C Road is
used for purposes other than parking,

BenSCL has sough[ 11 months for (he
completion of the project,

The lower and upper ground floors
will have 47 shops for traders, while four
stories will be set aside for parking 128
vehicles. The Smart City project has set
aside Rs 22.13 crore for the project.

while the multi-level car parking at Free-
dom Park has not attracted any bids for
the tender for its maintenance. Rotti
says this particular car parking might
meet a similar fate, as the departments
involved in the planning were not on the
same page, leading to conflicts between
their plans.

Work by DULT i

makingit

Cars. DHFILE HG

Feedback: pointblank@ deccanherald.co.in
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GARBAGE GLOOM

Junk jolts: City’sclunky
garbage trucksstir
safety, eco concerns

Residents decry
stench from daily
dumped waste piles

—_———

UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
BENGALURU, DHNS

4 I -‘he mammoth garbage trucks
trundling down the streetsin our
neighbourhoods transform into

deadly safety hazards, even before they

hit the roads that lead to landfill sites.

But this is only one of the many issues

plaguing the city’s garbage collection

and disposal system.

Old, poorly-maintained vehicles
spill waste onto the roads, stinking up
entire neighbourhoods, contributing
to disease spread, and posing safety
risks due todriver behaviour. Garbage
trucks have been named culpritsinvar-
iousissues in the city.

Bengaluru generates about 5,000-
6,000 tonnes of waste daily. Most of
this waste ends up in landfill sites dot-
ting the suburbs without proper pro-
cessing. The majority of the fleet that
collects and transports this garbage is
many yearsold, makingitless efficient
and more proneto developing physical
damages thatlead to leachate leaks.

Residents’ despair

Residents’ despair is palpable. Habi-
ba Subhan, organising secretary of
the Fraser Town Resident Welfare
Association, highlighted the pathetic
condition of Nethaji Road, where over
300 residents struggle due to prob-
lems arising from an open waste-seg-
regating place on oneside of the road.
“Fraser Town was bad before; it has
become worse now. There has been no
action from the BBMP nodal officer,
health officer, or the MLA; nobody
cares.”

Residents spoke to DH about the
stench from the steaming pile of waste
dumped and segregated every morn-
ingatthe pointand theleaking residue
from the wetwaste that flowsdown the

stinking up entire neighbourhoods. bH FILE PHOTO

road, stinking up the area. After waste
is segregated and piled into the two
compactorsthatarrive every morning,
the auto tippers line up on one side of
the road, inconveniencing residents
by hindering movement. This hasalso
caused health issues.

“My son suffered from dengue in
Julydue to the putrid water becoming
a breeding ground for mosquitoes in
thearea. Itisunbearable to live here,”
said Abdul Matheen, a long-time resi-
dentofthe area.

A BBMP plan to procure new gar-
bage collection vehicles has been
pending for years due to a court case.
Under the plan, the civic body wants
to replace the existing fleet and pro-
cure 550 new six-wheel compactors
withal4 cubic metre capacity and 500
5-tonne six-wheelers to collect waste
from small enterprises and construc-
tion sites. Plus, there’s also a proposal
to procure 6,000 four-wheeler tippers
of 1-2 tonne capacity each to replace
the existing three-wheel tippers that
collect garbage from households, ac-
cording to SN Balasubramaniam, gen-
eral secretary of the BBMP Garbage

Contractors’ Association.

The High Court of Karnatakais like-
ly to hear petitions over the garbage
vehicles on January 9 or 10, accord-
ing to BBMP Special Commissioner
for Solid Waste Management Harish
Kumar.

Based on the outcome of the hear-
ing, the BBMP may replace the exist-
ing fleet of over 6,000 garbage vehi-
cles.

“Wehave alsoincluded a proposal to
make 50% of the fleet completely elec-
tric or CNG-run and run five electric
auto tippers per ward. We also want
each vehicle to have three compart-
ments—one each fordry, wet,and san-
itary waste,” Balasubramaniam said.

However, even if these changes are
broughtinto effect, they would barely
address the multitude of issues the
trucks cause.

Road safety hazards

Special drives conducted by the
traffic police over the years, and at
multiple points throughout each year,
revealed that the garbage truck driv-
ers generally engaged in rash driving
behaviour, said Kuldeep Kumar Jain,

‘Workers’ woes

On the workers’ front, Maitreyi
Krishnan, Karnataka State
Committee Member, All India
Central Council of Trade Unions
(AICCTU), explains the ram-
pant corruption in the system
run by “contractor lobbies”.

“The BBMP pays the contrac-
tors between Rs 45-50 crore
each month just for the collec-
tion and transportation of gar-
bage. Yet, garbage collectors,
who are employed on a contract
basis across wards, haven’tbeen
paid their wages in 2-5 months
and are not provided with any
safety equipment such as masks
and gloves,” she said.

Pourakarmikas employed
assweepers are paid minimum
wages but do not have job secu-
rity. This hasled both groupsto
demand regular payments and
permanent employment, she
added. “Mainly, the demand has
been toremove the exploitative
contractors who work as a mafia
and don’t ensure safety or fair
wages to the workers.”

Regarding the direct pay-
mentand permanent employ-
ment, Harish Kumar did not
comment, calling it a govern-
ment decision.

Deputy Commissioner of Police (Traf-
fic East).

“Some drivers resorted to drinking
onthe joband driving rashly. We found
at least two or three such drivers on
everydrive we conducted. Many times,
they didn’t maintain the required
documents such as the insurance or
registration certificates. We would im-
pound such vehicles and send notices
until the fines were paid,” he said.

Harish Kumar assured that BBMP
officials have begun conducting sur-
prise checks for alcohol levels among
drivers, particularly those who drive
compactors. “We haven't found any
such cases so far,” he said.

Source: Deccan Herald, 24 December, 2023., p.4
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Bengaluru’s garbage has led
to water insecurity while the
leachate has contaminated the
soil, affecting the food systems
worsened by theincreased use
ofagrochemicals, a publiccon-
sultation of farmersin Mavalli-
puraby the Environment Sup-
port Group (ESG) has found.

The exercise is part of a
series of consultations with
farmers, senior citizens, sex
workers and other vulnerable
groups held by ESG to under-
stand the impact of climate
change on the life and liveli-
hood of the public.

In Mavallipura and sur-
rounding areas where most
of the residents are predomi-
nantly agriculturists and pas-
toralists, the landfill’s “toxic
outflows on the soil and wa-
ter” have hit the livelihoods.
The contamination from the
landfill and use of pesticides/
fertilisers has also affected the
health of the livestock which
feed on grasses growing
around it.

The report noted that the
region falls in Zone 1 of the
catchmentarea of the TG Halli
Reservoirand Arkavathi River,
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Bengaluru's waste crisis threatens livelihoods: NGO

amajor tributary of the Cauv-
eryRiver.

“If (the zone) is not protect-
ed, the city would be risking
water security. This in the con-
textofclimate changewould be
disastrousasthe cityhasnowa-
ter resources closeby,” it said.

Senior citizens said health
impact was a major threat
posed by climate change.
They listed loss of tree cover,
severe pollution of stormwater
drains, abnormal rainfall pat-
terns, increase in noise and air
pollution and disappearance of
mist in their neighbourhoods
asnoticeable factorsthatwere

Source: Deccan Herald, 27 December, 2023., p.2

worsening life.

They suggested planting of
trees, protection of parks and
open spaces and installation
of primary healthcare facilities
at the ward level and inclusive
urban planning as some of
the measures to mitigate the
challenges posed by climate
change.

Sex workers said that irreg-
ular weather has affected their
livelihood while accessto basic
amenities like clean water was
difficult in low-income neigh-
bourhoods.

ESG said the consultations
were part of an effort to create

71

Milk quality
dips
Ramesh from Rama-
gondanahalli, anearby
village, narrated the story
of how milk produced
from his villages was once
highly sought after and
formed a substantial por-
tion of their livelihood.
“Presently, the quality
of the milk has deterio-
rated,impacting their
livelihood. He also noted
that even the cattle suffer
various health problems,”
the consultation report
said.

vulnerability maps for each
zone of the city and a series of
consultations with marginal-
ised groups, ward committee
members, academia, public
officials, and civil society.

“Themap and the outcomes
ofthese participatory consulta-
tionswill beincorporatedintoa
handbook which will facilitate
everywardin the cityto create
a socially inclusive ward-level
climate action plan, and ulti-
mately a Bengaluru Climate
Action Plan,”it said.



Transport sector in Bengaluru
makes significant strides

The expansion of the metro rail network and the launch of the Shakti scheme were among the major developments

this year reshaping the city’'s commuting landscape. In November; Shakti scheme logged over 100 crore rides

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
BENGALURU

he year 2023 has
Tbeen pegged as a

landmark year for
the transport sector in
Bengaluru, which wit-
nessed significant strides,
especially with the metro
expansion, the Shakti
scheme, and the Bengalu-
ru suburban project resh-
aping the city’s commut-
ing landscape.

Shakti scheme

On June 11, the newly elect-
ed Congress government
in Karnataka launched the
first among five poll gua-
rantees — the Shakti
scheme, under which wo-
men can travel for free in
non-premium services of
State-run buses across Kar-
nataka. Since its launch,
the scheme has garnered
positive reception from
women passengers.

In November, the Shakti
scheme achieved the mil-
estone of logging over 100
crore rides. Till December
19, 117,65,72,568 crore wo-
men passengers have util-
ised the initiative to travel
across the State. The cum-
ulative value of tickets pur-
chased by these women
passengers amounts to
32,809,92,94,420.

In response to public
demands for effective im-
plementation of the Shakti
scheme, State-run road
transport corporations, in-
cluding Karnataka State
Road Transport Corpora-
tion, BMTC, NWKRTC, and
KKRTC, are gearing up to
acquire additional buses in

year. BHAGYA PRAKASH K.

the early months of 2024.
This year, BMTC will in-
duct 100 electric buses out
of 921 buses that will be in-
ducted in a phased man-
ner. The government has
approved adding 3,888
new buses to all RTCs.

Namma Metro
Bengaluru’s metro system
has been a beacon of hope
for commuters. In 2023,
the metro network ex-
panded its reach, connect-
ing previously under-
served areas and offering a
more efficient alternative
to road transport. The ex-
tension of the Purple Line
and the completion of
Phase 2 have been instru-
mental in easing the bur-
den on the city’s roads.
The uninterrupted con-
nection between Challagh-
atta and Whitefield spans
37 stations, allowing com-

Aview of Bengaluru Mysuru Expressway inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in March this

muters to traverse the en-
tire distance in just 76 mi-
nutes. This hassle-free
journey is accompanied by
a fixed end-to-end fare of
%60. Currently, Bengalu-
ru’s metro system stands
as the second-longest op-
erational network in India,
spanning a total of 73.81
km, trailing behind only
the Delhi Metro.

In addition, the Naga-
sandra to  Madavara
stretch (3.14 km) on the
Green Line and R.V. Road
Metro Station to Bomma-
sandra stretch (19.15 km)
on the Yellow Line are
scheduled to be opened
for public use in April
2024. On the other hand,
the Kalena Agrahara to Na-
gavara stretch, which is
21.26 km long on the Pink
Line, is planned for com-
pletion before March 2025.
The Central Silk Board to

Source: The Hindu, 24 December, 2023., p.2
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Kempegowda Internation-
al Airport line on the Blue
Line is scheduled to be
completed by 2026.

Suburban project

On the other hand, despite
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s 40-month deadline
set last year for the com-
pletion of the suburban
rail project, progress has
been sluggish. The ab-
sence of a full-time manag-
ing director for the Karna-
taka Rail Infrastructure
Development Company Li-
mited (K-RIDE), entrusted
with the execution of the
Bengaluru Suburban Rail-
way Project, is also imped-
ing development.

The project is underway
across four corridors -
Sampige, Mallige, Parijaa-
ta, and Kanaka. The Sam-
pige corridor extends 41.4
km with 15 stations, con-

«REWIND
S 2023

necting Kempegowda rail-
way station and Devana-
halli. Mallige spans 25 km
with 14 stations, linking
Baiyappanahalli terminal
and Chikkabanavara. Pari-
jaata covers 35.52 km with
nine stations, connecting
Kengeri and Whitefield.
Lastly, Kanaka stretches
46.24 km with 19 stations,
running from Heelalige to
Rajankunte.

The Ministry of Rail-
ways has also proposed to
develop a circular rail net-
work of around 287 km on
the outskirts of Bengaluru.
The proposed network
around Bengaluru city will
connect Nidvanda-Dodda-
ballapur (40.9 km), Dod-
daballapur-Devanahalli
(28.5 km), Devanahalli-Ma-
lur (46.5 km), Malur-Heela-
lige (52 km), Hejjala-Solur
(43.5 km), Solur-Nidavan-
da (34.2 km), and Hejjala-
Heelalagi (42 km).

Bengaluru-Mysuru
expressway

Meanwhile, in March
2023, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi inaugurated
the much-awaited Benga-
luru-Mysuru Access-Con-
trolled Expressway. It
spans 119 km, featuring 10
lanes and an elevated de-
sign, constructed at a total
cost of 8,000 crore. The
project was executed in
two phases, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in tran-
sportation infrastructure
connecting the two cities.



lin 2 properties in B'luru
not paying annual tax

Santoshkumar.B
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: While Bengalu-
ru is estimated to have near-
ly 40 lakh properties, only
20.2 lakh have A’ or ‘B’ kha-
tas (revenue documenta-
tion) and pay taxes to the
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahana-
gara Palike (BBMP).
Accordingto BBMPdata,
there are 13.4 lakh ‘A’ khata
properties and 6.8 lakh ‘B’
khata properties in the city.
Thedatashowsthatonly20.2
lakh properties having ‘A’ or
‘B’ khata are paying proper-
ty taxes to the civicagency.
BBMP estimated that
overl5lakh propertiesinthe
cityarewithoutA’'or ‘B’ kha-
ta documentation and are,

(31K CRTAX THIS YR

= 2020-21 e 2021-22 wem 2022-23

B Non- ;
Residential residential Industrial Others
"+ property tax in crore; source: BBMP

thus, not paying a single pai-
sa in property tax.

So, BBMP has planned to
launch an initiative tolocate
and integrate them into the
khata system and boost its
revenue collection.

»Over 10k defaulters, P 3

Source: Times of India., 26 December, 2023., p.1
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At 500, B’'luru has second
highest number of e-buses

Sanika.Athavale
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The Bangalore
Metropolitan Transport Cor-
poration Tuesday inaugura-
ted 100 new electric buses it
leased from TML Smart City
Mobility Solutions Ltd (a
subsidiary of Tata Motors)
at the rate of Rs 41 per km.
These 100 belong to the fleet
of 921 buses that will be pro-
vided by the Tata subsidiary
in batches every few months.
With about 500 e-buses in
its fleet now, Bengaluru has
the second highest number
of electric buses in its public
transportfleet, second to Del-
hi’s 800-strongfleet.
Transport minister Ra-
malinga Reddy and chief mi-
nister Siddaramaiah said
the government aims to add
1,300 e-buses to its fleet over
the course of the next year.
The buses can reportedly
runadistance of 200km after

K Sunil Prasad

Tuesday. The buses can run a distance of 200km after a single charge

a single charge. In all, four
cameras will be installed in
each bus, including one fit-
ted at the rear-end to assist
the driver during reversing.
The 35-seater buses are equ-
ipped with panic buttons,
stop buttons, fire detection
and alarm systems and whe-

Source: Times of India., 27 December, 2023., p.2
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elchair ramps.

“While Metro’s daily ri-
dership is between 6-7 lakh
passengers, BMTC has over
40-50 lakh passengers. We
must focus on buildingour fle-
et and improving the techno-
logy of buses for passenger sa-
fety and comfort,” Reddy said.



Pollution of lakes: Activists pin

hopes on revised STP norms
OLD & NEW ‘GUIDEI'.‘IN.ES

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The new guideli-
nes rolled out by the central
government on effluent stan-
dards for sewage treatment
plants (STPs), to achieve uni-
formity in the treatment of
wastewater across the count-
ry, have sparked hope for the
polluted lakes and waterbodi-
esinand around Bengaluru.

The new standards for tre-
ated water released by STPs
framed by the Union mini-
stry of housing and urban af-
fairs, based on the National
Green Tribunal directions,
will be binding on both exis-
tingand new STPs.

Lake  conservationists
and ecologists revealed that
the new guidelines will ensu-
re clean and odour-free water
in the city lakes and waterbo-
dies. The earlier guidelines
on Sewerage and Sewage Tre-
atment Systems , were fram-
ed in 2013. “Theearlier norms
did not provide any details or
parameters for recreational
use of water — an aspect cru-
cial in comprehensive recyc-
ling and reuse of treated se-
wage. Now, the same norms
have been reviewed and
amended as per the global
standards of BIS17663,” an of-
ficial of the ministry said.

Unlike the 2013 guideli-
nes, the new parameters are

Photo for representation

alndanrQas

stdaidard

pH 6.5t08.3 55t09
BOD 10-20 10 mg/I
Total suspended
50"35 30 20 mg/I
CcoD 30 50 mg/I
Nitrogen 5-10 10 mg/I v
Phosphorous 1-5 0mg/l |
Feqal Coliform 230 Desigab]e-lOO.
in 100ml permissible-230 |
Source: Manual on Sewerage & Sewage Treatment, MOH&UA m &
stringent while ensuring the STPsowned by apartment

flow of clean and odourless
water intolakes and tanks. “A
few of the parameterssuchas
pH value of water, chemical
oxygen demand (COD) and
suspended solids have been
further increased to ensure
better quality of water. Bio-
chemical oxygen demand
(BoD), which was varying for
different purposes, has been
kept uniform for all purpo-
ses,” the official clarified.
“The new BIS standards
provide forrecyclingandreu-
se of wastewater for non-po-
table purposes, including toi-
let flushing, fire hydrants, ve-
hicle washing, recreational
use like bathing, non-contact
impoundments like tanks, la-
kes and horticulture uses,
golf course maintenance,
non-edible crops and crops ea-
tenraw and cooked,” he said.

Source: Times of India., 26 December, 2023., p.2
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complexes, large housing so-
cieties and state govern-
ments will have to comply
with the new guidelines befo-
rereleasing the treated water
for non-potable purposes or
fillingup lakes.

Hailing the new guideli-
nes, Ram Prasad, convenor of
Friends of Lakes, Bengaluru
said: “All these years, STPs
were adhering to the stan-
dards set by the Central Pub-
lic Health and Environmen-
tal Engineering Organisa-
tion issued several years ago.
Thenew guidelines will ensu-
re that clean and odour-free
water will flow into our lakes.
We will present the same to
the BWSSB for compliance
and also submit it to the high
court as part of the petition
it’s hearing about KC Valley
and HN Valley.”



SP Road'’s agony: Broken
pipes mix r, sewage

Long Wait For
Tanker Water
Adds To
Their Woes

Vindhya.Pabolu
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: While the taps
bring nothing but sewage
and black water, depending
on tanker water means wai-
ting for long hours and shel-
ling out extra money. This
has been the plight of the re-
sidents and traders on Sadar
Patrappa Road (SP Road)and
its neighbourhood, an elec-
tronicsproductstradinghub
in the heart of the city, for a
few months now.

The situation was caused
by the damage inflicted on
both drinking water and se-
wage lines, resulting in se-
wage entering the water
supply network. This has
left traders and some resi-
dents unable to carry out
even basic activities. The fi-
nancial strain caused by do-
ling out extra money to pro-
cure tanker water for essen-
tial tasks like doing laundry
and dishwashing is the salt
on their wounds.

Srivastav, 37, a trader, ex-
plained their ordeal: “We have
been facing this situation for
one-and-a-half months. We
are paying Rs 1,000 for a load
of water tanker for washing
clothes and utensils and it
lasts only four days. We're
paying monthly charges to
Bangalore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (BWSSB)
also.Icomplained to BWSSB
a month ago but nothing has

HEALTH RISK: Water contammatlon has made I|fe of traders and
residents difficult as they are forced to spend money to buy water

changed on the ground.”

Rahul Goyal, director of
Mieco Pumps and Generators
on SP Road and member of the
infrastructure committee of
the Federation of Karnataka
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, said: “There iseither
nosupply or very erratic supp-
ly of clean water in this area;
however, bills are promptly
sent, and traders are forced to
pay hoping for water supply.
Traders are forced to buy drin-
king water every day not only
for themselves and but for the-
ir labourers like loaders,
which is an additional expen-
se on them. Are traders suppo-
sed to leave their business and
run behind departments for
basic infrastructure?”

While some said the pro-
blem has been around forabo-
ut six months, there are a few
who have been facing it for a
month or two. According to
traders, the potholes dotting
the congested road has beco-

me a ruse for water tanker
owners to demand excess mo-
ney. They said water contami-
nation hasmade life on SP Ro-
ad anightmare as they are al-
ready battling with the pro-
blem of potholes and sewage
water leakingon theroad.
The BWSSB hasbeen able
to fix the problem for some
residents. A trader recoun-
ted his month-long ordeal af-
ter receiving black water in
his tap. Despite numerous
complaints (BWSSB), the si-
tuation remained unchang-
ed until he threatened legal
action. He pointed out that
such extreme measures we-
re necessary to assert one’s
basic rights. However,
BWSSB officials denied any
knowledge about sewage
contamination of piped wa-
ter on SP Road. A senior offi-
cial told TOI that they ha-
ven't received any compla-
ints about sewage mixing
withdrinking water thusfar.

Source: Times of India., 25 December, 2023., p.4
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