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AGRICULTURE

Drought: Commodity prices to see steep hike

ASHWINI M SRIPAD @ Bengaluru soon), the State received 113mm
rain as against the normal

DROUGHT has affected vari- o0f188 mm for the period.

ous crops across the State,lead- The State is facing a defi-

ing to a steep increase in the cit, although it received

prices of essential some rain in the past

commodities. few days. Of the 31 dis-
Karnataka received 633mm tricts, 24 are facing

of rain from June to September  deficit.

(southwest monsoon) as against Sources in the Agricul-

the normal of 839mm. From ture Department told The

October to the second week of New Indian Express that this

of foodgrains. But due to
drought, it is expected to come
down by 60 lakh MT. Sowing
was not done in many
parts of the State. Wher-
ever sowing was done,
crops withered or the
harvest was poor.
“This means, when
there is less production,
the demand for foodgrains
will increase and prices go up
December (northeast mon- year, they expected 148lakh MT  naturally,” they said.

An officer said tur dal, which
was sold for Rs 7,000 a quintal,
now costs Rs 12,000 and the
price is expected to increase
further. “The common man,
who used to buy tur dal for Rs
70 a kg, will have to pay Rs 120.
Similarly, the price of urad dal
has increased from Rs 85 a kg to
Rs 130. The prices of other es-
sential commodities are expect-
ed to see a steep increase in the
coming days” he said. P4

RAMESH Chandra Lahoti,
president of the Federation
of Karnataka Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FK-
CCI), said there will be 30-
40% price variation in rice
and pulses. The price rise
will continue till
new crops ar-
rive in the
markets.
Lahoti
said hotels
and restau-
rants, which
have already in-
creased food prices, may go
for further hikes, depending
upon the rise in the prices of
essential commodities. He
said, “We can only blame the
drought for this. We have no
other choice but to wait for
the next monsoon.”

Source: The New Indian Express, p. 1& 4, Dec.16, 2023




¥2 crore grants to
FPOs: Sudhakar

he state government has decided

to grant Rs 2 crore assistance to
farmer producer organisations
(FPOs) to market agricultural
produce. Higher education minister
MC Sudhakar, who was responding
to MLAS’ questions on behalf of
horticulture minister SS Mallikarjun
in the legislative assembly on Friday,
said all required help to FPOs will be
provided from the government. “The
government will help FPOs
financially in setting up warehouses,
machinery, collection of produce
and other infrastructure
requirements. There are 1,262 FPOs
functioning in Karnataka,” he said.
BJP MLA from Karkala V Sunil
Kumar demanded that the state
government increase grants
meant for FPOs.

Source: The Times of India, p. 4, Dec.16, 2023
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Karnataka reported 456 farmer
suicides so far this year: Data

Govt has announced interest
waiver on crop loans

v

BHARATH JOSHI
BENGALURU, DHNS

rought and the burden

ofloans have driven 456

farmers towardssuicide
between April and November
this financial year - nearly
two deaths every day - even as
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah’s
government hopes to reduce
distresswithitsinterest waiver
scheme.

Almost all of Karnataka is
reeling under drought. The
government has declared 223
out of 236 taluks as drought-
hit.

Athird ofall farmersuicides
were reported from three dis-
tricts - Haveri, Belagavi and

Chikkamagaluru. Haveri has
reported the highest farmer
suicides at 62, followed by Be-
lagavi (56) and Chikkamaga-
luru (49).

Farmers who kill them-
selvesduetodebtget Rs5lakh
in compensation and the de-
ceased’sspousegetsamonthly
pension of Rs 2,000.

Of the 456 suicides report-
ed so far, authorities have dis-
bursed compensation in 354
cases. The thumb rule while
deciding to pay compensation
is that the farmer must have
borrowed a bank loan and
death must be due tosuicide.

On the last day of winter
session of the legislature (Dec
15), Siddaramaiah announced

V Almost all of Karnatakais reeling under drought. The
government has declared 223 out of 236 taluks
as drought-hit. bH FILE PHOTO/TAJUDDIN AZAD

that the government would
waive interest payments for
all crop loans whose principal
amounts are repaid by farm-
ers. This will apply to medi-
um-term and long-term crop
loans at cooperative banks.
While the Finance Depart-
ment is collating data to make
provisions for the interest
waiver, the total outstand-
ing crop loans amount to Rs

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, Dec.18, 2023

535.43 croreatthe Karnataka
State Cooperative Agriculture
and Rural Development Bank
Limited (KSCARD)alone. This
includes Rs 229.32 crore prin-
cipal and Rs 306.11 crore in-
terest. The interest waiver will
also apply to loans at the Kar-
nataka State Cooperative Apex
Bank, District Cooperative

Numbers tell all
Year Farmer | Eligiblefor
suicides | compensation

2018 1,084 | 866

2019 1,091 | 895

2020 855 718

2021 917 775

2022 968 849

2023

{up to Nov) 456 354
ACRICOLTURE AND REVENUE

reduce distress among farm-
ers. It'll help them cope with
difficulties due to drought or
the general farm distress,”
Revenue Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda told DH.
Siddaramaiah was under
pressure from farmers groups
to waive crop loans. Even the
BJP demanded a crop loan
waiver up to Rs 2 lakh. How-
ever, fiscal pressure due to
the guarantees is said to have

Central Banks and so on.

“The interest waiver will

forced Siddaramaiah to go for
aninterest waiver instead.
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Anger over proposal to move 24
veterinary institutions out of city

The Hindu Burean
BENGALURU

The State government has
decided to close 24 veterin-
ary institutions in Bengalu-
ru Urban district, along
with four in Bengaluru Ru-
ral, and shift them to other
places in the State where
the cattle-to-hospital ratio
is very poor.

However, this has drawn
the ire of animal rights acti-
vists in the city, who have
argued that determining
the requirement of a vete-
rinary institution only
based on the cattle count
in a city like Bengaluru and
not considering the pet
animal population is
unscientific.

In an order of the Ani-
mal Husbandry and Fisher-
ies Department, accessed
by The Hindu, the depart-
ment says that according to
the guidelines of the Na-
tional Commission of Agri-

culture (NCA), for every
5,000 cattle units there
needs to be a veterinary in-
stitution.

While there are 4,234 in-
stitutions in the State,
there are 101 and 103 vete-
rinary institutions in Ben-
galuru Urban and Bengalu-
ru Rural districts,
respectively.

The note further adds
that there has been a de-
mand from various parts of
Karnataka to start veterin-
ary institutions where the
ratio is far less than that
prescribed in the guide-
lines.

“As there is no proposal
before the department to
start new veterinary insti-
tutions, it is proposed to
shift veterinary institutions
- 24 in Bengaluru Urban
and four in Bengaluru Ru-
ral -, where the ratio of cat-
tle to the veterinary institu-
tion is less than 1,300, to
places where the ratio is

Source: The Hindu, p.3, Dec. 19, 2023

much less and there is a
need for more veterinary
institutions,” the order
says.

Arun Prasad, an animal
rights activist, said that the
proposal was unscientific.
“This move will be detri-
mental to the treatment
and care animals in the ci-
ty get. The Minister should
not approve the proposal,”
he said, adding that calcu-
lating the ratio only based
on cattle was unscientific
as there are other animals,
including pets, which are
more in number in the city
that also require care.

The Jayanagar Canine
Squad, a voluntary organi-
sation working on rescuing
and treating accident-
prone stray dogs, have
now written to K. Venka-
tesh, Minister for Animal
Husbandry, taking objec-
tion to the proposal to shut
down the Veterinary Hos-
pital, Jayanagar.



CM meets PM, seeks X18,17744 crore
drought aid and increase of job days
to 150 days under MGNREGA

Fund for Upper Bhadra project, environment clearance for Mahadayi, and permit to begin Mekedatu project also sought

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

hief Minister Sidda-
C ramaiah called on

Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi in Delhi on
Tuesday and placed five
demands, including
%18,177.44 crore as assis-
tance for  mitigating
drought, before the Cen-
tral government.

He appealed to Mr. Modi
to direct a high-level com-
mittee headed by Home
Minister Amit Shah to hold
an emergency meeting and
instruct release funds for
undertaking drought relief
in the State.

Karnataka has been fac-
ing a severe drought in 223
out of 236 taluks and farm-
ers have been demanding
compensation for the crop
loss during the Kharif sea-
son owing to failure of the
monsoon. The Chief Minis-
ter was accompanied by
Revenue Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda.

Four other demands
The four demands placed
by Karnataka before the
Centre are: increase in the
number of days of employ-
ment from 100 days to 150
days per job card under
the MGNREGA, release of
funds for the Upper Bha-
dra project, environment
clearance for the Mahadayi
project, and grant of per-
mission to commence
work on the Mekedatu re-
servoir across the river
Cauvery.

In a memorandum to
Mr. Modi on the drought

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and Revenue Minister Krishna Byre Gowda with Prime Minister

Narendra Modi in New Delhi on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

situation, the State sought
input subsidy of ¥4,663.12
crore, gratuitous relief of
%12,577.86 crore, I566.78
crore for drinking water,
and ¥363.68 crore for ani-
mal husbandry interven-
tion, totalling 18,177.44
crore.

Providing details on the
extent of drought, Mr. Sid-
daramaiah said: “Around
48.19 lakh hectares of agri-
culture and horticulture
crops have suffered losses
ranging from 33% to 100%,
with the majority of area
reporting loss of more than
80%. Small and marginal
farmers are most affected,
as about 83% of the land
under cultivation is co-
vered by small and margi-
nal farm holdings.” He said
the government has as-
sessed the damage to the
crops and sought an input
subsidy of ¥4,663.12 crore

from NDRF.

Defending the State’s
claim for input subsidy, Mr.
Siddaramaiah said: “The
land area under cultivation
falling under small and
marginal farm holdings
(SMF) is important to de-
termine the input subsidy
payable to the State. Karna-
taka has a robust digital da-
tabase of farmers under
the system called FRUITS
(Farmer Registration & Un-
ified Beneficiary Identifica-
tion System), which is Aad-
haar-enabled and reliable.
PMKISAN is using FRUITS
identification numbers for
making DBT payment in
Karnataka. Our request is
to consider the area under
SMF holdings as per the
Aadhaar-enabled FRUITS
digital database.”

The Chief Minister said
the Centre might follow the
Agriculture Census of 2015-

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Dec. 20, 2023
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16, which indicated that
43.94% of land area in Kar-
nataka is covered by SMF
holdings. However, as per
the FRUITS database of
Karnataka, 83% of land is
covered by holdings which
are small and marginal.
He, therefore, requested
the Prime Minister to di-
rect the high-level commit-
tee to consider the number
of and area under SMF
holdings as per the FRUITS
database of Karnataka.

Mr. Siddaramaiah said
the average size of opera-
tional holding in Karnataka
has decreased from 3.2 Ha
in 197071 to 1.35 Ha in
2015-16. The average size
would have further de-
creased in the last eight
years since 2015-16. There-
fore, relying on 2015-16 da-
ta would cause great injus-
tice to Karnataka. He said:
“It is nearly three months

since we submitted our
first memorandum and
two months since the Cen-
tral team made its field vi-
sits. The farmers of Karna-
taka are in deep distress.
Since crops have failed, it is
necessary that we pay the
input subsidy to the farm-
ers soon so as to alleviate
their hardship and suffer-
ing.”

Mr. Siddaramaiah also
discussed pending irriga-
tion projects in the State
and urged the Centre to
provide environment clea-
rance for the implementa-
tion of the Mahadayi Kalasa
Banduri Nala Project.

Speaking to reporters in
Delhi, the Chief Minister
said the Centre had de-
clared 5,300 crore for the
Upper Bhadra project in
the Union Budget. But not
a single rupee has been re-
leased so far. He urged Mr.
Modi to release funds.

On the Mekedatu pro-
ject, the CM said the Prime
Minister’s attention has
been drawn towards the
project. “The lower ripar-
ian Tamil Nadu is opposing
the project for its political
gains. The project aims to
cater the drinking water
needs of Bengaluru and
surrounding areas of the ci-
ty”. The water would be re-
leased to Tamil Nadu after
generation of 400 MW of
power at the dam site.

Mr. Siddaramaiah said
the government is ready to
take an all-party delegation
to the Centre to seek early
clearance and funds for
Mahadayi, Upper Bhadra,
and Mekedatu projects.



Upper Bhadra pI‘O]eCt Delay in getting forest clearance slows down work

Sathish G.T.
SHIVAMOGGA

The work of the Upper
Bhadra Project to irrigate
drought-prone parts of
Chikkamagaluru, Chitra-
durga, Tumakuru, and Da-
vangere districts has been
delayed in Chikkamagalu-
ru district owing to the de-
lay in getting clearance
from the Forest
Department.

The Tumakuru diver-
sion canal that takes water
from the distribution
chamber at Ajjampura to
‘Tumakuru, as per the de-
sign, passes through the
grasslands of Basur Am-
ruth Mahal Kaval Black-
buck Conservation Re-
serve and Bilvala Kaval in
Chikkamagaluru district.
The land measuring
1,820.11 acres was desig-
nated as a conservation re-
serve through a notifica-

Afile photo of Basur As
Reserve in Kadur taluk.

tion issued on April 30,
2011, as per the Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972. The
2.15-km-long canal that in-
tersects the conservation
reserve is expected to ob-
struct the movement of
blackbucks, foxes, wolves,
and other wildlife, besides
the Amruth Mahal cattle.
Earlier, environmental-
ists had filed a public inter-

ahal Kaval Bla(kbu(k Conservation

est litigation against the al-
lotment of Basur Kaval and
Bilval Kaval for the project.
The petition was dismis-
sed by the High Court in
August 2022. However, the
court directed the Water
Resources Department to
seek clearance from the
Forest Department.

M.S. Harsha, Assistant
Executive Engineer of

The Tumakuru
diversion canal

passes through the
Basur Amruth Mahal
Kaval Blackbuck
Conservation

Bilvala Kaval in
Chikkamagaluru dist.

VINL (Kadur), told The
Hindu that the project re-
quired 16.2 hectares of
land for the total 3.16-km-
long canal, of which 1.06
km passes through Bilval
Kaval. “The total length of
the Tumakuru canal is 159
km. The 3.16%kilometre
stretch falls within the in-
itial reach. Hence, we re-
quire early clearance to go
ahead with the project,”
he said. The Water Re-
sources Department has
approached the Chikka-
magaluru district adminis-

tration to identify suitable
compensatory afforesta-
tion land so that they
could seek forest
clearance.

Besides that, the senior
officers of the Water Re-
sources Department re-
cently held a meeting with
officers of the Animal Hus-
bandry Department on
the construction of canals
through the grasslands of
Bilaval Kaval. The officers
of the Animal Husbandry
Department have ap-
pealed to the VJNL to con-
struct the canals so that
they would not affect the
movement of the cattle.
The animals should get
passages, a pond, and
chain-link fencing to en-
sure the safety of the
cattle.

What the project entails
The project, with an esti-
mated cost of 20,852

crore, has been planned to
lift 29.9 tmcft of water
from the Tunga river and
Bhadra reservoir to irri-
gate 2.25 lakh hectares
and fill up 367 tanks.

The first phase of the
work involves lifting 17.4
tmcft of water from the
Tunga river to Bhadra re-
servoir through a 11.26-
km-long canal. In the se-
cond phase, 29.9 tmcft of
water is lifted from Bhadra
reservoir to the distribu-
tion chamber located at Aj-
jampura, from where wa-
ter will be diverted to
targeted destinations
through the Chitradurga
canal and the Tumakuru
canal.

Power towers

The implementing agency
is facing difficulty install-
ing power towers to make
the pump houses opera-
tional in the first phase of

the project due to the de-
lay in getting forest clea-
rance.

C.R. Prasanna Kumar,
AEE, VNJL (Muthinakop-
pa), said that 11 towers
need to be installed in the
area that is submerged
due to the Upper Tunga
Project.

“The work can be done
only during the summer
when the water level is low
in the Tunga river. The
most suitable time to take
up the work is from Febru-
ary to May. If we miss the
opportunity now, we have
to wait for another year for
a suitable time,” Mr. Ku-
mar said.

Shivaprakash K.M.,
chief engineer of Upper
Bhadra Project, told The
Hindu that the process to
get the clearance was on.
The work would be taken
up as soon as the clea-
rance was obtained.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Dec. 20, 2023

CWRC asks to give 3128 cusecs
every day to TN; K’taka says no

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: The Cauvery
Water Regulatory Committee
(CWRC), which met on Tues-
day, recommended Karnata-
ka to release 3,128 cusecs of
Cauvery water every day to
Tamil Nadu till December 31
and 1,030 cusecs per day for
the entire month of January,
2024. Karnataka stuck to its
stand that it cannot release
any water given 52.84% short-
fall in cumulative shortfall to
its four reservoirs.

The Cauvery Water Mana-
gement Authority (CWMA)
which will meet in a day or
two is expected to accept the
recommendation or modify it
before issuing directions to
Karnataka. During Tuesda-

B ™ ¥ ]

y’'s meeting, representatives
of Karnatakaargued thatsin-
ce the harvesting of both ku-
ruvai and samba crops in Ta-
mil Nadu was over and Met-
tur and Bhavani Sagar dams
have storage over 50 tmc ft of
water, there was no need for
the state to release water to
Tamil Nadu. They said the in-
flows into Karnataka's four
reservoirs- KRS, Hemavathi,
Kabini and Harangi - had ma-
terially ceased and there was

Source: The Times of India, p. 4, Dec.20, 2023
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Representatives of
Karnataka told the
committee that as
inflow to the four
reservoirs had
ceased they cannot
release any water

noexpectationof any flowsin
comingdays.

“It leaves Karnataka to
manage the requirement of
crops, drinking water and in-
dustrial needs from the exis-
ting storage,” they argued
while expressing inability to
release more water to Tamil
Nadu. On its part, Tamil Na-
du demanded Karnataka to
release 14 tmc ft of water in-
cluding abacklogof 7.6 tmc ft
for the current water year.



Drought gives ray of hope
for a record mango yield

BV.Shivashankar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The severe dro-
ught in the state may have in-
duced distress across the farm
sector, but has given a ray of
hope to mango growers as the
prevailing weather condition
is seen to be conducive for
mango cultivation. The fruit
yield is also expected to hit re-
cord high this season.

Experts said the upcoming
summer may see a bumper
harvest of mango if there are
no untimely rains in the inte-
rim. While the mango crop ne-
eds bright sunlight and dry
winter weather to grow well,
expertssaid thedry spell being
witnessed following three ye-
ars of excessive rains is ideal
at a time when the flowering
season has just begun. And
they added that 2024 will beco-
me an ‘on year’ (the year when
the mango yield is the highest)
after three ‘off years’ when the
yield had hit its low.

Mango is grown on around
17 lakh hectares and produces
normally around 14 lakh met-
ric tonnes. The yield fell to be-
low 8lakh tonnes in the 2023 se-
ason owing to excessive rains
and damp weather coupled
with heavy dew. Since a dry
spell being witnessed all along

Photo for representation

BUMPER CROP ON ITS WAY?

- Ll

this time, the yield is expected
tocross 16 lakh tonnes.
“Normally the ‘on year’
and ‘off year’ alternate regu-
larly. Going by this, we should
have seen a bumper yield in
2023. But the cycle was distur-
bed because of excessive ra-
ins. We are expectingareverse
trend this time because of the
dry weather and mango gro-
werswillreapagood harvest if
all goes well,” said CG Naga-
raj, managing director of Kar-
nataka State Mango Develop-
ment and Marketing Corpora-
tion Limited (KSMDMCL).
Hesaid KSMDMCL hascal-
led a meeting of the technical
committee to issue advisory to

Source: The Times of India, p. 4, Dec.20, 2023
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mango growers so that the con-
ducive atmosphere is best ut-
ilised. While the cultivation is
oninall three main mango gro-
wing regions including Rama-
nagar, Kolar and north Karna-
taka, KSMDMCL will issue gu-
idelines on the usage of fertili-
sers and pesticides in three
months. KV Nagaraj, former
chairman of KSMDMCL, said
flowering is already being wit-
nessed in Ramanagar from
where the first production of
mango for the season comes
and protection of the crop is
imperative at this stage.

The flowering is expected
in the Kolar region, which
stands number one in terms of
fruit production with the cove-
rage of about 46,000 hectares,
in mid-January followed by
north Karnataka where flowe-
ring is expected to start in the
last week of January.

“The flowering season is
critical as it is important to
protect the crop at this stage
from pests and the possible
dew. So, KSMDMCL will issue
guidelines based on the techni-
cal committee’s recommenda-
tion. As we hope that there wo-
uld not be intermittent rain or
cyclonic weather condition till
March, the yield will be more
than the normal level in 2024,”
said Nagaraj.



Chicken, egg prices rise; low maize and
soya yields could push them up further

Sanika.Athavale
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Afteralull in de-
mand during the monsoon se-
ason, eggs and chicken are
hot in the market as Christ-
mas and New Year’s Eve get
closer. The increased demand
has upped the prices, and po-
ultry breeders and industri-
alistsanticipateafurtherrise
given the low maize and soya
yield this harvesting season.
The kharif harvest of ma-
ize was low because of scanty
and erratic rain. Soya, anot-
her important component of
bird feed, is also getting dea-
rerafter the crop was affected
by scanty rain in Maharash-
traand Madhya Pradesh.
According to the Karnata-
kaPoultry Farmersand Bree-
ders’ Association (KPFBA),
60% of thefeed thatisgivento
poultry birds is maize, 20%
comprises soya, and the rest
is a mixture of vitamins, ve-
getable oil, grains, sunflower
extractandsoon.

WHAT EGGS COST | WHAT CHICKEN COSTS

(NECC) (KPFBA)
Wholesale &2 @ Cost of production
35.7t0 36 Jy (1kg)
per piece. 7 290-95.
Was 4.6 288 in July
in July

Retail Retail price
26-7 per piece. (1kg)
Was 35-6 ” 2180-185.
in July Z150 in July

Naveen Pasuparthy, presi-
dent of KPFBA, told TOI 5-6
associations  representing
the aqua, dairy and poultry
farming industries have ma-
de continuous representa-
tionstothe Union ministry of
fisheries, animal husbandry
and dairying for allowing the
import of maize.

“Thefarmerswill begin to
sow the crop in January and
it will take 120 days before the
harvest for us to get fresh pro-
duce. Moreover, thisisanirri-
gated crop, not a rain-fed one.

So the acreage is bound to be
limited. The Kharif harvest
of maize is 27% lower than
that in the previous year, and
in just 25 days, prices have in-
creased from Rs 2,100 per ton-
netoRs2,500.”

Headded that if this trend
continues, poultry breeders
willface major hurdlesto pro-
duction in February and
March. “We’ve hence reques-
ted the central government to
consider importing maize.
They’ve been positive in their
responsesofarastheiranaly-

Source: The Times of India, p. 2, Dec.22, 2023

sis of the situation reported-
ly matches with our under-
standing from the fields,” Pa-
suparthy stated.

Sushant Rai, former pre-
sidentof KPFBA, said the pri-
ceof soyahasshotup fromRs
4,600 per tonne to Rs 4,800 in
three days.

Hit by ethanolindustry
Breeders and industry play-
ers also worry the govern-
ment’s push for using maize
for ethanol production will
make the crop even more scar-
ceforthepoultry industry. Rai
said the starch and ethanol in-
dustries get the best-quality
maize, leaving poultry with
the leftover stock.

BR Sainath, zonal chair-
man for Bengaluru’s Natio-
nal Egg Coordination Com-
mittee (NECC) also confir-
med that the cost of raw mate-
rials is rising and so is
demand, as many are moving
from choosing vegetables to
eggs because of the former’s
inflationary nature.
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ZP/TP elections: Will complete
delimitation soon, govt tells High Court

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
government on Tuesday in-
formed the high court that
the delimitation exercise per-
taining to zilla panchayat and
taluk panchayatelections will
be completed by the end of the
day and a draft notification
pertaining to reservation of
constituencies will be issued
inaweek’s time.

A division bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Prasanna B
Varale and Justice Krishna S
Dixit disposed of the PIL filed

by the State Election Commis-
sion (SEC), reserving liberty
to initiate appropriate pro-
ceedingsin case ofanybreach
intheassurance/undertaking
given by the government.

At the hearing, Advocate
General Shashikiran Shetty
submitted that after giving a
window period of 10 days for
filing objections to the draft
notification, the exercise of
reservation will be completed
two weeks thereafter by way
of issuing final reservation

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, Dec.20, 2023

23orieletd SFBeBNT HedFoD &I TeIE T,

notification.

The PIL was filed by the
SEC in 2021, challenging the
Karnataka Gram Swaraj and
Panchayat Raj (Amendment)
Act, 2021.

The petition contended that
the amendment would delay
the taluk and zilla panchayat
elections which were already
due. The Commission argued
that the implementation of
the amendment would delay
the election process, in view
of fresh delimitation exercise.
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ECONOMY

High-powered panel
to be formed to study
regional imbalances

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Friday an-
nounced that a high-po-
wered committee led by a
renowned economic exp-
ert of Karnataka would be
set up to study regional im-
balances again in terms of
development.

A high-powered com-
mittee led by D.M. Nanjun-
dappa, in its report in
2002, had identified 39 ta-
Iuks as most backward, 40
as more backward, and 35
as backward. Of the most
backward taluks, 26 were
in North Karnataka while
the Old Mysore region had
accounted for 13.

In six months

Announcing the formation
of a new high-powered
committee, while replying
to a debate on the issues
related to North Karnataka
in the Legislative Assembly

Interest waiver

BELAGAVI

As a drought-relief measure,
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on
Friday announced a waiver of
interest on medium-term and
long-term loans availed of by
farmers from cooperative
banks if they pay up the
principal amount. » Page 8

on the last day of the win-
ter session of the State le-
gislature in Belagavi, the
Chief Minister said the
committee would be asked
to submit its recommenda-
tions within six months.

He pointed out that
measures had already
been implemented to tack-
le regional imbalance as
per the recommendations
of the Nanjundappa
committee.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

Continued..
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From Page One

High-powered panel
to be formed

The Chief Minister said the ground-level situation,
particularly in North Karnataka, had indicated
that there were still regional imbalances.

As per the Nanjundappa committee’s recom-
mendation, a total of ¥31,000 crore had been
spent on backward taluks over eight years from
2007-08. Later, another committee formed by
him had put the number of most backward taluks
at 40 and funds had been provided for their deve-
lopment, he noted.

Observing that better development of some
parts was partially due to the pro-active steps ta-
ken by the erstwhile kings of Mysore towards de-
velopment in their region, the Chief Minister de-
clared that his government would display full
commitment in tackling the issue.

He promised to increase the grants for Kalyana
Karnataka’s development from the present
%3,000 crore to 35,000 crore from next year.

He appealed to all the politicians to desist from
raking up the demand for a separate North Karna-
taka State, by observing that it was not a solution
to tackling the backwardness of this region. “Also,
it would be a crime against those who sacrificed
their lives for the sake of the State’s unification,”
he said.

At the same time, the Chief Minister launched a
counter-attack at the Opposition BJP which ac-
cused the Congress of being responsible for re-
gional imbalances as it ruled the State for the lon-
gest time.

“Who built the dams in north Karnataka?” he
shot back at the BJP, indicating that the founda-
tion for development was laid by the Congress. He
sought to project the BJP government at the
Centre in poor light by stating that the Mahadayi
and Mekedatu projects were languishing as the
Centre was yet to provide necessary clearances.
He took exception to the Centre not releasing the
announced funds for the Upper Bhadra project.

Referring to Article 371] that has helped in pro-
viding reservation in jobs and education to those
from the backward regions of Hyderabad Karnata-
ka, he said the then Deputy Prime Minister L.K.
Advani had opposed the proposal in this regard by
the Congress government in Karnataka. However,
later, the Congress government at the Centre took
the proposal further.

The Opposition BJP staged a walkout express-
ing dissatisfaction over the Chief Minister’s reply.

Source: The Hindu, p.1 & 8, Dec. 16, 2023

17



Interest waiver on medium-term, long-term
coop. loans if farmers pay up the principal

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

In a bid to provide relief to
farmers  gripped by
drought, Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Friday
announced a waiver of in-
terest on their medium-
and longterm loans
availed from cooperative
banks if they pay up the
principal amount.

The Chief Minister made
this announcement while
replying to a debate on is-
sues related to North Kar-
nataka on the last day of
the 10-day winter session
of the State legislature in
Belagavi.

Counter-attack

Launching a counter-at-
tack at the BJP, which ridi-
culed him for not announc-
ing any loan waiver
scheme, the Chief Minister
recalled that the then Chief
Minister and BJP leader
B.S. Yediyurappa had re-
marked that he did not

PEESSSE0 —

Legislative Assembly in Belagavi on Friday.

have a note printing ma-
chine to waive farm loans
though loan waiver was
part of his party’s pre-poll
promise.

Taking exception to Mr.
Yediyurappa’s recent re-
marks that he would

launch a struggle against
the government if farm
loans were not waived, the
Chief Minister sought to
know from the veteran BJP
leader if he had waived
farm loans when he was
the Chief Minister.

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Dec. 16, 2023

SHORT TAKES

10HP power looms
will get free power

he state government on Friday

clarified that power looms up to
10 HP capacity will be provided with
free electricity and generate zero
bills. Responding to a question in the
assembly, minister for textiles
Shivananda Patil said the
government has already issued an
order. He said, “The government will
also offer a discount of Rs 1.25 per
unit to power looms with a capacity
of more than 10HP and up to 20 HP.
The government is also providing
capital assistance up to Rs 2 crore
for those belonging to SC/STs.”

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Dec.16, 2023
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Announcing relief: Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar in the

Pointing out that 14
States in the country were
reeling under drought, Mr.
Siddaramaiah urged the
BJP-led government at the
Centre to waive farm loans
in these States. Maintain-
ing that he had walked the

talk, the Chief Minister told
the BJP to learn to keep up
its promises.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion R. Ashok demanded
that the government waive
loans of farmers up to 32
lakh and provide a drought
compensation of 325,000
an acre for those whose
crops had dried up.

‘White Paper sought

He demanded a White Pap-
er on the State’s finances
so that there would be clar-
ity on whether the
government would be able
to fund it’s welfare mea-
sures. He also alleged that
none of the measures an-
nounced for the develop-
ment of North Karnataka
by the Chief Minister in the
winter session had a clear
financial allocation.

The BJP staged a wal-
kout expressing dissatisfac-
tion that the announce-
ment of schemes without
financial support were
futile.



Despite Shakti push, BMTC operations
continue to be below pre-Covid levels

Suchith Kidiyoor
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Non-recruit-

ment of staff, especially dri-

vers and conductors, for ye-
ars has impacted the servi-
ces provided by road trans-
port corporations though
their passenger traffic and
revenue have gone up follo-
wing the launch of the
Shakti scheme that provi-
des free travel for women.

For instance, Bangalore
Metropolitan Transport
Corporation (BMTC) isn't
abletooptimally utiliseitsex-
isting fleet because of shorta-
geof staff. Thenumber of ser-
vices provided in Bengaluru
remain lower than that du-
ring pre-Covid days.

In the pre-pandemic ti-
mes, the corporation used to
operate 6,185 buses, but cur-
rently it is 5,587. At present,
BMTChasafleetsizeof 6,137
buses, which includes 390 le-
ased electric buses from pri-
vate operators who provide
drivers for the vehicles.

BMTC isn’t able to optimally use
its fleet because of shortage of
staff. Before Covid, the utility
used to operate 6,185 buses, but
currently the number is 5,587

Owing to various rea-
sons, BMTC could not re-
cruitstaff inthe pastfive ye-
ars. The corporation has
23,163 bus crew members
and faces a shortage of 1,857
drivers and conductors.

In the city, 40 lakh pas-
sengersrely on buses opera-
ted by BMTC. After the in-
troduction of the Shakti
scheme, there has been a de-
mand to increase services.
An official said: “We're aug-
menting existing resources
torun as many schedules as
possible. There has been
considerableincreaseinthe
number of services before
and after the introduction
of the Shaktischeme. Howe-
ver, to make optimal utilisa-
tionof thefleetsize, weneed

more drivers and conduc-
tors. The corporation is on
the job of recruiting 2,000
staff in the comingdays.”

No new buses either
Non-induction of new buses
is also a major concern for
other corporations.
Karnataka State Road
Transport Corporation
(KSRTC) is facing a shorta-
geof busesand staff. During
the pre-Covid times, KSRTC
used to operate 8,136 buses;
now the number is 7,574.
Among the corporations,
KSRTC faces an acute shor-
tage of bus crew. There are
24,676 drivers and conduc-
tors working in KSRTC, but
3,180 more are needed.
Transport minister Ra-

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Dec.16, 2023
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malinga Reddy, in his reply
to questions raised by legis-
latorsat the ongoinglegisla-
ture session, said RTCs ha-
ven'trecruited new staff for
seven years and barring
BMTC, the other three cor-
porations (KSRTC,
NWKRTC and KKRTC) ha-
ve not inducted new buses
in thelast four years.

The NWKRTC (North
Western Karnataka Road
Transport Corporation)
was operating 4,679 buses
prior to the pandemic, but
the number dropped to
4,583. However, Kalyana
Karnataka Road Transport
Corporation (KKRTC) has
managed to operate more
schedules compared to pre-
Covid times. KKRTC now
runs 4,395 schedules, an in-
crease of 130.

All the four transport ut-
ilities are facing a shortage
of 7,062 drivers and conduc-
tors. The minister has said
the RTCs are already in the
process of recruiting dri-
vers and conductors.



Crop loan interest to be waived;
panel on regional disparity:CM

Industrial clusterstobe
setup at Belagavi, Dharwad,
Vijayapuraand Raichur

v

BELAGAVI, DHNS

n the last day of the Belagavi legisla-
ture session and amid protests by the

BJP, Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on

Friday announced measures aimed at

North Karnataka,including aninter-
estwaiver for croploanswhose prin- &8
cipalamountisrepaid by farmers. §
Siddaramaiah also announced §.
the formation of a new high-power 353
committee to study regional imbal-
ancesevenas he conceded thatdevel-
opmentremained lopsided despite
expenditure of Rs 32,433 crore \
to fight backwardness. /
To create jobs in

North Karnataka, Siddaramaiah said indus-
trial clusters will come up at Belagavi (2,000
acres), Dharwad (3,000 acres), Vijayapura
(1,500 acres) and Raichur.

Siddaramaiah made theannouncements
during his reply to the debate on North
Karnataka in the Assembly. He urged law-
makers from the region not to demand a
separate statehood. “That will amount to
betraying those who fought for the state’s
unification. Our government is committed
tothe development of every taluk,” he said.

Opposition leader R Ashoka led his BJP
MLAstoawalkoutaccusing the government

of making false promises. The BJP de-
manded a crop loan waiver of up to
Rs2lakhand acompensation of Rs
25,000 per hectare todrought-hit
farmers.
According to Siddaramaiah,
the interest waiver will apply to
+» medium-term and long-term
crop loans at coopera-
tive banks across the
state.
» Crop loan, Page 6

¢

§ 7

Crop loan, fromPage 1

The new high-power com-
mittee on regional imbal-
ances will be asked to submit
its report within six months,
Siddaramaiah said. This will
be the successor of the D M
Nanjundappa Committee
which, inits 2002 report,iden-
tified 114 out of 175 taluks as
backwardandrecommended
fundingunderaspecial devel-
opment plan, which startedin
2007.

Siddaramaiah said the
government had allocated Rs

46,453 crore against which
expenditure was Rs 32,433
crore. “Still, regional imbal-
ances haven’t gone,” he said.

At Belagavi, a 500-acre
foundry cluster will be set up
and the government would
give “special focus” to attract
aerospace-based industries
to the district, Siddaramaiah
said. Thefocusin Raichur will
be on cotton-based industries,
he added.

Siddaramaiah further said
that the state government
would prepare an action plan
to promote tourism across
North Karnataka.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&6, Dec.16, 2023
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Lastly, the government will
upgrade the Water and Land
Management Institute (WAL-
MI) at Dharwad into a centre
of excellence, the CM said.

‘All-party delegation’
Siddaramaiah said his gov-
ernment is ready to take an
all-party delegation to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
seeking drought relief funds
and clearances to irrigation
projects. “I have asked for an
appointment, but haven’t re-
ceived any reply. Why don’t
you get me an appointment?”
he told BJP MLAs.



CM announces a
slew of projects for
development of NK

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Friday an-
nounced a slew of projects
for the development of
North Karnataka, includ-
ing that of preparing a
comprehensive action plan
for promoting its promi-
nent tourism destinations
and developing an indus-
trial estate on 2,000 acres
of land near Belagavi.

Making these announce-
ments, hours before the
conclusion of the 10-day
winter session of the State
legislature in Belagavi, the
Chief Minister said a foun-
dry cluster would also be
set up on 500 acres of land
near Belagavi.

Similarly, an FMCG clus-
ter would be set up in
Dharwad district with an
intention to generate
2,400 jobs. In addition to
this, a manufacturing clus-
ter would be set up on
1,500 acres of land in Vi-
jayapura while emphasis
would be given to cotton-
based industries in the cot-
ton hub of Raichur, he said.

He also announced that
the Dharwad-based Water
and Land Management In-
stitute would be upgraded
as the Centre of Excellence
for Water Management.
Among other things, the
proposed centre would im-
part water literacy besides
creating awareness about
ways of handling salinity of
soil, he said.

“We will also focus on

Action plan to
promote key tourism
destinations in the
region, setting up
industrial estate on
2,000 acres near
Belagavi are among
them

completing Ballari and Rai-
chur airport projects,” he
said. He observed that de-
velopment of backward re-
gions in North Karnataka
would help increase the
GDP of the State which
would further boost the
State’s growth.

In Council, while Mr.
Siddaramaiah was an-
nouncing a slew of projects
for the development of
North Karnataka, BJP
members trooped to the
Well of the House and
staged a dharna demand-
ing that the government
announce a special grant
of 10,000 crore to tackle
drought. In addition, it also
demanded %25,000 per
hectare as a relief to farm-
ers affected by drought.
The government should
waive farm loans up to 32
lakh, the BJP demanded.

Adjourned sine die
Soon after the Chief Minis-
ter concluded his announ-
cements, Chairman Basav-
araj Horatti adjourned the
House sine die even as the
BJP members remained in
the Well.

The Assembly was also
adjourned sine die.

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Dec. 16, 2023
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Suburban rail project: K-Ride, German
bank sign 34,552 crore loan agreement

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Rail Infrastructure Deve-
lopment Company (Kar-
nataka) Limited (K-Ride)
on Friday signed a €500
million (4,552 crore) loan
and €4.5 million (340.96
crore) grant agreement
with KfW Development
bank, Germany, in New
Delhi for the Bengaluru
Suburban Rail Project
(BSRP).

According to the press
release from K-Ride, this
milestone agreement
with the German bank
will facilitate the invita-
tion of Corridor 1, Corri-
dor 3 and system tenders,
further expediting the
BSRP.

The flagship BSRP is
being implemented by
the K-Ride, a joint venture
company of the Karnata-
ka Government and the
Ministry of Railways, to
provide an environment
friendly and cost-effective

Lingarajpuram in Bengaluru. FILE PHOTO

mass rapid transit system  ject completion cost of crore from the multilater-
in the City. BSRP was 15,767 crore with the al/bilateral financial insti-
sanctioned with the pro- loan component of 37,438  tutions.

Source: The Hindu, p.3, Dec. 17, 2023
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State plans preferential
public procurement policy
to fuel growth of start-ups

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka plans to for-
mulate a preferential
public  procurement
policy to help local
start-ups, said IT and
Biotechnology Minister
Priyank Kharge in Bela-
gavi on Saturday.

He was speaking at
‘Techceleration 2023’,
an event organised by
the Karnataka Digital
Economy Mission to
showcase the State’s
thriving IT, ESDM, and
S&T sectors in the Hub-
balli-Dharwad-Belagavi
Cluster.

“Along with our sec-
tor-specific ease of do-
ing business initiatives,
we are trying to develop
a preferential public
procurement  policy
that ensures govern-
ment support for start-
ups with unique intel-
lectual property regis-
tered with our start-up

\ vl
Priyank Kharge

cell and if invested and
engaged in ‘Beyond
Bengaluru’ initiative of
the Government of Kar-
nataka,” the Minister
said.

State, first customer

For such start-ups, the
State government
would also become the
first customer. “This is a
government policy that
ensures that your pro-
ducts and services with
unique IP can be pro-
cured by the govern-
ment,” he added. He
said the government
understood the journey
of entrepreneurs be-

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Dec. 17, 2023
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cause the government
was here to listen,
learn, and adapt to
meet the needs of the
State’s dynamic startup
ecosystem.

Through this policy,
the government was
committed to support-
ing start-ups which
were willing to go
beyond Bengaluru and
deadline for submission
of the application
would be extended till
January 5, 2024, he
added.

Commenting on mar-
ket potential and oppor-
tunities for additional
job creation in the
State, Mr. Kharge said,
“We understand that in
America, there is a re-
quirement for one mil-
lion chip designers in
the next five years, and
we think in India, Kar-
nataka has the potential
to address this chal-
lenge. Our human re-
source is highly agile.”



Textile sector distress damps
wages, sparks worker exodus

The Textiles Committee says in a study that declining exports, flat wages and increased imports adversely affected as many

as 2.14 lakh employment opportunities in the sector between 2015 and 2020, which was the pre-COVID-19 period

M. Soundariya Preetha
COIMBATORE

he challenges over
T the past year at In-
dia’s textile and ap-

parel sector, the country’s
second-largest employer
with almost 45 million di-
rect jobs, have exposed the
vulnerabilities of its work-
ers and the fragile ecosys-
tem they operate in.

The slowdown in the
sector has kept wages flat,
deprived workers of tradi-
tional incentives, pushing
arguably lakhs of them into
hunting for jobs elsewhere.

While the degree of the
impact varies within the
sector based on the unit’s
size, the kinds of textiles
they deal with (handloom,
power loom, manmade fa-
bric, etc,), there is no com-
prehensive study indicat-
ing the level of stress in the
post COVID-19 years. But
factory owners and work-
ers The Hindu spoke to na-
tionwide,  unanimously
sought urgent governmen-
tal intervention.

Ghost towns
Electrical posts, factory
gates, or tree trunks that
used to sport ‘tailors want-
ed’/‘workers wanted’
boards at Tiruppur, known
as India’s ‘t-shirt town’,
now stand bare. A sweeper
at one of the garment fac-
tories in the city who took
home 315,000 as bonus
last year received less than
a third (34,500) this year.
In the nearby weaving

—— e

Pressed flat: Employees like these women at a textiles exporting
unitin Karur say wages have been flat for years. PERIASAMY M

centre of Palladam, Velusa-
my, a power loom weaver,
had paid 2.5 lakh as bonus
to 16 workers and operated
30 looms in 2022. In the
last three months, he has
had to sell 20 looms, has
one worker to man the re-
maining 10 looms and paid
him 11,000 as bonus this
year. “The workers took 7
lakh advance from me and
are ready to work to repay
the amount. But, I do not
have orders to give them
jobs,” he says.

Sahajan, 32, from West
Bengal, was working at a
weaving unit at Pongalur.
Since he did not receive
bonus this year, he moved
to another weaving unit. “I
want to go back home. I get
%550 a day for 12 hours of
work now. I could get that
working as security guard
in Bengal and be with my
family too,” he says.

“There is almost 40%
job loss in the garment ex-
port units in Tiruppur in
the last six months. The
(business) owners say they
get only 60% work,” ob-
serves P.R. Natarajan, gen-
eral secretary of Tirupur
District, All India Trade
Union Congress.

Garment factories in
Bengaluru are short of
workers as many have
switched to working at
shopping malls, and metro
rail stations. V.P. Rukmini,
President of the Garment
Workers’ Union, says 90%
of workers at garment fac-
tories in Karnataka are wo-
men. They receive mini-
mum wages and no
incentives. They prefer
jobs that pay better and
“where there is no harass-
ment,” she adds.

“Workers who lost their
jobs have moved to other

Source: The Hindu, p.14, Dec. 17, 2023
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sectors,” says an exporter
in Delhi.

“At least 10 workers who
were with me moved to
jobs in Gujarat and Telan-
gana,” laments Pradeep
Natarajan, who operates a
textile mill in Coimbatore.

Affecting allied sectors
Such tales abound in tex-
tile clusters, especially in
the southern States, with
distress extending to allied
activities. Selvaraj has been
operating a mini truck for
almost two decades, tran-
sporting textile goods at
Palladam. His earnings
have more than halved
from 7,000 to 33,000 a
week in the past year.

Arul (name changed),
who rents out his godown
to textile producers to
store their products is un-
able to get any occupants.
He recently disconnected
electricity for his unit, un-
able to pay 37,000 as
fixed montly charges.

“I took 1 crore loan to
buy shuttle-less looms. I
had pledged my relative’s
property. Last month, I
moved the loan account to
an NBFC pledging my fath-
er-in-law’s property, be-
cause I cannot risk the pro-
perty of my relative,” says
Easwaramoorthy.

Reasons for this wides-
pread distress range from
loss of orders for garment
units, slump in rates for fa-
bric weavers and spinners
and an import glut of value
added products. The Tex-
tiles Committee observes

in a study, available on the
Ministry of Textiles web-
site, that decline in exports
and rise in imports affect-
ed 2.14 lakh jobs between
2015 and 2020, in the pre-
COVID-19 period.

The industry stares at
multi-dimensional  chal-
lenges: lack of data on the
impact of the slowdown
post COVID, including
those on cottage and micro
industries; vast differences
in labour profiles and sys-
tems between organised
and unorganised sectors;
migration of workers to
better paying jobs if pros-
pects do not improve; and
lower labour costs is other
textile exporting nations
impacting Indian expor-
ters who compete on pric-
es in the global market.

“The industry is so mas-
sive that it is difficult to do
surveys,” said an industry
spokesperson, speaking on
the condition of anonymi-
ty. “A large part of work is
done at home and in rural
areas and it is difficult to
collect data from these
places. The Ministry has a
portal where migrant
workers’ details can be re-
gistered but it has to be
linked to other schemes for
better data capture. More-
over, as 90% of the produc-
tion is in the unorganised
sector, there cannot be a
uniform approach to ad-
dress labour conditions.”

(This is the second of a
four-part series on textile
sector. Full report online at:
https://bit.ly/TextileWorker)



With wages pending and no work, MGNREGA workers migrate in big numbers

Kumar Buradikatti
KALABURAGI

Amid heated arguments
between the Union and
State governments over
dues payable to the latter
under the Mahatma Gand-
hi National Rural Employ-
ment  Guarantee  Act
(MGNREGA) and Karnata-
ka’s demand for increasing
man-days from 100 to 150
because of prevailing
drought, rural labourers
have launched a letter
campaign, addressed to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, demanding payment
of pending wages and in-
crease in the man-days.
Under the aegis of the
Grameena Koolikaarmika-
ra Sanghatane (GRAKOOS),
which works with rural la-
bourers at the grassroots
level, MGNREGA labourers
in 16 districts en masse
wrote letters and dropped
them in post boxes on Fri-

7

Campaign: MGNREGA workers posting letters to the Prime Minister at a post office in Kalaburagi on
Friday, demanding that the latter pay the pending wages and increase the guaranteed wage
eemployment from 100 days to 150. ARUN KULKARN!

day. “The rural labourers
are heavily dependent on
the MGNREGA as there is
little agricultural activity
due to drought. The go-
vernment is neither paying
them for the work they
have completed nor giving
fresh work on demand.

Since our repeated re-
quests on both counts
went in vain, we have
launched the campaign.
Labourers have posted let-
ters in the headquarters of
16 districts now. The re-
maining would continue to
post letters in their respec-

tive gram panchayats for
the next few days,” Shara-
nagouda, a local leader of
GRAKOOS, told The Hindu.

Extent of dues

The Union government
said there are no MGNRE-
GA dues payable to Karna-

taka in the current finan-
cial year. However, Rural
Development and Pan-
chayat Raj Minister Priyank
Kharge has made it clear
that the Union government
is yet to pay 468 crore as
on December 11, 2023.
The Union government,
in response to Lok Sabha
member Sumalatha, also
claimed that it had not re-
ceived any request from
Karnataka to increase the
man-days. Countering this,
Mr. Kharge said in the win-
ter session of the State le-
gislature recently that the
State wrote to the Centre
on September 14 and 16.
He said he wrote personal-
ly to Union Rural Develop-
ment Minister Giriraj Singh
on September 20 and sent
a reminder on October 18,
which was, Mr. Kharge
claimed, acknowledged by
Mr. Singh on October 31.
Meanwhile, MGNREGA
labourers in Kalaburagi,

Yadgir, Raichur, Koppal,
and Ballari districts, con-
tacted by The Hindu, were
unanimous on two issues —
they said they had not re-
ceived wages for the work
they had completed nor
had they been provided
with work on demand
even for 100 days a year as
guaranteed by the Act.

Burdened by loans

“My husband and I have
only one acre of land
where we normally cultiv-
ate red gram. It is not
enough for us to sustain.
With drought this year, the
crop is destroyed. The
loans we borrowed for the
cultivation are on our
shoulders. Since we were
not paid for the work we
did under the job scheme
for the last six months, we
had to borrow additional
loans from the local len-
ders on inflated interest to
survive. The interest is

growing and the govern-
ment is not paying our
wages,” Neelamma, a la-
bourer from Mahagaon vil-
lage in Kamalapur taluk of
Kalaburagi district, told
The Hindu. She was among
around 30 MGNREGA la-
bourers who posted letters
to the Prime Minister from
Kalaburagi post office on
Friday.

Abhay Kumar, the foun-
der of GRAKOOS, attri-
butes the widespread mi-
gration from rural areas in
Kalyana Karnataka region
to the denial of work and
delayed payment of wages
under the MGNREGA.

“Drought has left fewer
livelihood options in the
rural areas of arid Kalyana
Karnataka. The job guaran-
tee scheme, if implement-
ed properly, could be a sa-
viour. Unfortunately, the
government is showing the
least interest in it. As per
the MGNREG Act, the go-

vernment should give jobs
to labourers within 15 days
of receiving applications.
But it is not giving jobs
even after six months. In-
ordinate delay in wage pay-
ment is another big issue.
So people are now migrat-
ing to cities such as Benga-
luruin search of work,” Mr.
Kumar said.

Headed to Bengaluru
Shekhar, an MGNREGA la-
bourer from Wadnalli in
Yadgir district, said that
25% of the population in
most of the villages have al-
ready migrated.

“My father, my mother,
and I have been waiting for
the payment of back wages
for the last two months.
Now, we are planning to go
to Bengaluru to work as
construction  labourers.
Around 50 families from
my village have already left
for Bengaluru,” Mr. Shek-
har said.

Source: The Hindu,

p.4, Dec. 18, 2023

422 new e-vehicles hit state
roads daily from April to Nov

Photos for representation

Up From 302
During 2022-23

Suchith Kidiyoor
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Registration of
new electric vehicles has se-
en a big increase in Karnata-
kainthe current financial ye-
ar, with an average 422 new
ones hitting the road daily.
From April to November,
over 1 lakh electric vehicles
were registered in the state.
Of these, 90,781 were two-
wheelers, 3,463 three-whee-
lers, and 8,765 four-wheelers.
In the last financial year
(2022-23), 1.1 lakh electric ve-
hicles had been registered in
the state, on average 302 daily.
This year till November, over
2.8 lakh electric vehicles had
beenregistered in the state.
On average, about 4,800
new vehicles, including e-ve-
hicles, are getting registered
daily in Karnataka in the cur-
rent financial year.
Transport commissioner
Yogesh AM said: “Over the
years, the number of elec-
tric vehicles is gradually in-
creasing. Tax exemption for
registration of electric ve-
hicles and people shifting to
environment-friendly mo-
bility could be factors for in-
creased registration of new

4 GOING THE E-WAY: As of
November this year, more
than 2.8 lakh electric
vehicles were registered

| across Karnataka

ITY

WHCCICTo

2017-18 97 1,589 236 1,922
201819 2271 2753 518 5542
2019-20 6,276 49 449 6,774
202021 10,388 403 802 11,593
202122 39,382 2,887 1948 | 44217
202223 99,465 5,131 586 | 1,10,492
fﬁﬁiozv‘: 90,781 3,463 8765 | 1,3,009

Total | 248,660 16,275 18614 | 283,549

Source: Transport department

electric vehicles. There is a
major jump in the number of
new two-wheelers hitting the
roads.”

Data suggests that in the
year 2017-18, only 97 electric
two-wheelers were registe-
red in the state. The number
touched the 10,000-mark in
2020-21. Transport officials

are confident that in Decem-
ber (this financial year), it
will cross 1-lakh mark.

The official also said that
compared toacouple of years
ago, multiple brands have en-
tered the market with attrac-
tive offers and people purcha-
sing e-scooters is a trend in
rural areas, too.

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Dec.19, 2023
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Asper the Vahan portal of
the ministry of road trans-
port and highways, the hig-
hest number of electric vehi-
cles — 18,884 — were registe-
red in the month of May.

No lifetime tax

To accelerate acceptance of
electric vehicles, as a promo-
tional measure, the state go-
vernment has been exemp-
ting buyers from paying life-
time tax for registration of
such vehicles. However, du-
ring the recently held Karna-
taka legislature session in
Belagavi, for the first time,
the state government propo-
sed to collect a lifetime tax of
10% on electric cars costing
above Rs 20 lakh. But based
onthesuggestion by thelegis-
lators that the move would
burden the buyers as well as
discourage manufacturers,
the state government with-
drew the proposal.

“After the lifetime tax of
10% was proposed, legisla-
tors suggested that in the in-
terest of promotingtheuseof
electric vehicles the proposal
should be withdrawn. The
state government took a deci-
sion accordingly. The depart-
ment had made an estimate
of generating Rs 27 crore in
the current financial year by
proposing the lifetime tax,”
said transport minister Ra-
malinga Reddy.
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States can borrow an extra
X2 lakh crore this fiscal year

Centre allows 22 States to raise additional borrowings of about ¥61,000 cr. for meeting pension

liabilities by NPS contributions; States can also raise X143 lakh cr. tied to power sector reforms

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

tates may be able to
s tap about ¥2.04 lakh

crore as additional
borrowings over their net
borrowing limits for the
year, the Finance Ministry
indicated on Tuesday.

The Centre had allowed
22 States to raise additional
borrowings of almost
61,000 crore this year on
top of their net borrowing
ceilings of 3% of Gross
State Domestic Product
(GSDP), as of October 27,
the Ministry said .

Borrowing leeway

States may be able to borrow about 2.04 lakh cr. over their
net borrowing limits for the year, Finance Ministry indicates

= Govt. had allowed 22 States to

borrow almost 361,000 crore on top

of net borrowing ceilings of 3% of

GSDP, as of October 27

m Fifteenth Finance Commission

mooted additional borrowing

space of 0.5% of States’ GSDP as
performance-based incentive for

power sector reforms

The extra borrowing
ceiling was granted to
States who met their pen-
sion liabilities by making

Source: The Hindu, p.15, Dec. 20, 2023
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required contributions to
the National Pension Sys-
tem (NPS), which oversees
the retirement savings of

government employees
since 2004.
Moreover, States are

eligible to raise a little
more than ¥1.43 lakh crore
this year, based on the re-
commendations of the Mi-
nistry of Power.

This is linked to the Fif-
teenth Finance Commis-
sion’s (FFC) suggestion to
grant States an additional
borrowing space of 0.5% of
GSDP as a performance-
based incentive for carry-
ing out reforms in the pow-
er sector that improve op-
erational and economic
efficiency at the State level.



Theresource
allocationpuzzle

The influence of
population size on
the distribution
of resources to
states should be
neutralised
V VENKATESWARA RAQ

ost of the important

revenue-generating

taxes,suchasincome
tax, customs duty, and excise
duty, fall under the Union list
of Schedule 7 of the Consti-
tution of India. This has led
statestodependontheCentre
for financial resources. Oneof
the vexed problemsin India’s
federal polity is the recurring
complaints by several states,
particularly southern states,
about unfair treatment in
resource allocation by the
Centre.

The revenue gap, defined
as states’ revenue expendi-
ture minus their own tax rev-
enue, was below 6% between
2005-06 and 2013-14 but
jumped to 8% during 2017-18
and 2018-19. So, what is the
extenttowhich taxdevolution
by the Centre helps to fill up
the states’revenue gaps? The
tax devolution by the Centre
as a percentage of GDP has
increased from 2.8% in the
late 1980s to 4% of GDP in
recent times. Tax devolution
or revenue devolution by the
Centre helped to fill up the
states’ revenue gap by about
33%t0 38% during the award
periods of the 9th to 11th Fi-
nance Commissions.

Uttar Pradesh, witha popu-
lation of 23.15 crore, surpass-
es the population of many
countries. In 2022-23, UP’s
GSDP was Rs 20.48 trillion,
contributing nearly 7.52%
to India’s nominal GDP (Rs
272.41 trillion). The state’s
economy is the third largest
among all Indian states, with
anestimated expenditure (ex-
cludingdebtrepayment) of Rs
5.83lakh crorein 2022-23.

The adoption of 2011 Cen-
sus data as the base popu-
lation by the 14th and 15th
Finance Commissions, as
opposed to 1971 Census data
earlier, has amplified com-
plaints about resource devo-
lution. Southern states had
stabilised their populationsin
line with policy demands. As
perthe15th Finance Commis-
sion, UP’sresourceallocation
ratio stands at 17.94%, while
itscontribution tothenational
GDP (and to the national ex-
chequer)isless than 10%.

The southern states, with
a higher contribution to the
nationalexchequerandlower
allocation ratios,maynothave
much complaint about some
of their money being routed
to the poorer states for better
healthcare,education,and ba-
sic amenities. But the glaring
problem in the resource allo-
cation is that UP is cornering
a lion’s share of resources by
virtue of its population, which
seems unfair to other states.

The resource devolution

criteria assign 15% weightage
to population, with the re-
maining 85% distributed
among factors like area, ecol-
ogy, income distance, fiscal
efforts,and demographic per-
formance. The factors listed
above are calculated for each
state and then scaled again
by that state’s population to
arrive at the final allocation
share. A state’s population
has a non-linear effect on the
eventual allocation ratio. In
other words, since multiple
factors are scaled by popula-
tion, theimpactofpopulation
on the end ratio becomes al-
mostexponential.

States like Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Ra-
jasthan, Bihar, Jharkhand,
and Uttarakhand share
similarities with UP but re-
ceive proportionately lower
resource allocation ratios.
A large 45% of the total
weightage is assigned to
“income distance” in the re-
source allocation criterion.
Theincomedistanceofastate
is determined by comparing
its average per capita GSDP
overthreeyearstothatof Har-
yana, which is considered a
prosperousstate. Thisincome
distance is scaled by the 2011
population of each state. The
end result makes income dis-
tance a metric that is heavily
correlated to the population
of 2011. Hence, states with
similar “income distance”
as that of UP do not get the
same resource devolution as
UP. The state with the high-
estpopulationendsupgetting
anoutsized share in resource
allocation.

Another state that bene-
fits disproportionately from
the exponential effect of
population on allocation ra-
tios is Maharashtra. As the
second-most populousstate,
Maharashtra has avoided
the fate of other industrial-
ised and developed states
like Gujarat, Tamil Nadu,
and Karnataka, which have
experienced a significant
reduction in their share of
resource devolution.

Populous or large states
corner higher resources
even when compared to oth-
erstateswithsimilar develop-
mentmetrics. Auseful wayto
understand this problemisto
look at the allocation ratios
of Jharkhand and Chhattis-
garh—states carved out of
Bihar and Madhya Pradesh,
respectively. The develop-
ment metrics of Jharkhand
andChhattisgarhareeitherat
parorworsethan theirparent
states. But they have negative
residuals (resource alloca-
tion/budget expenditure vis-
a-vis state GSDP) compared
totheir parent states.

The exponential impact
of a state’s population on
resource allocation needs to
be neutralised. The solution
could be either imposing a
cap on the population size of
astatein theresourcealloca-
tion criteriaor creatingsmall-
erstates from larger ones.

(Thewriteris aretired
corporate professional)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.8, Dec.21, 2023
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State govt. to give additional 3.5 lakh
per house under PM Awas Yojana

While earlier beneficiaries had to pay 4.5 lakh under the scheme, they will now have to pay 1 lakh

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

n a bid to boost hous-
l ing for the poor, the
State government on
Thursday decided to pro-
vide additional financial as-
sistance of 3.5 lakh per
house being built under
the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana. About 1.80 lakh
houses allotted between
2015 and 2018 are stuck at
various stages of construc-
tion as beneficiaries were
unable to pay their share.
While the Cabinet that
met here on Thursday ap-
proved 500 crore to im-
mediately complete about
48,700 homes that are
nearing completion, the
rest of the money would be
released in stages. “While
about 1.80 lakh homes had
been allotted, they could
not be completed as the
beneficiaries failed to pay
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Around 1.8 lakh houses allotted between 2015 and 2018 under PM

Awas Yojana are stuck at various stages of construction as
beneficiaries are unable to pay their share. FILE PHOTO

their share of ¥4.5 lakh.
Some have paid varying
amounts, but not exceed-
ing a total of 1 lakh. Since
2018, not one house could
be sanctioned,” Housing
Minister B.Z. Zameer
Ahmed Khan told press-
persons here after the Ca-
binet meeting.

“In fact, while the be-
neficiaries had to pay a to-
tal of about %6,691 crore, a
total of %110 crore had been
received. While earlier be-
neficiaries had to pay 4.5
lakh, they will now have to
pay 1 lakh. The govern-
ment will now fund the re-
maining %3.35 lakh besides

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, Dec. 22, 2023
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the 1.25 lakh given for
general and %2 lakh for SC/
ST families as financial as-
sistance,” he said. He ad-
ded that over the next two
years, the government in-
tends to complete and
hand over 1.80 lakh
homes.

The Minister also said
that the Centre, whose
share in the housing
scheme is 1.5 lakh, took
back 1.32 lakh as GST
charged at the rate of 18%.
“The Chief Minister will
write to the Centre seeking
waiver of GST on housing
for the poor,” he said.

Illegally parked funds

Among other decisions ta-
ken by the Cabinet was stu-
dying and framing policy
to identify government
funds that are parked ille-
gally outside the treasury
by various departments.
According to Law and Par-

liamentary Affairs Minister
H.K. Patil, the Karnataka Ir-
rigation Rules, 1965, will be
amended to increase the
royalty on water supplied
to industries through
lakes, canals, or reservoirs
from the existing 350,000
to 33 lakh per mcft. The Ca-
binet also discussed having
the joint session of the le-
gislature and Budget ses-
sion during February,
dates of which would be
announced later, he
added.

Mr. Patil said that the go-
vernment will now spend
%120 crore to ensure daily
supply of nutritious food to
11 tribes found in eight dis-
tricts in the State. The
tribes that have been iden-
tified for the scheme are
Koraga, Jenukuruba, Soli-
ga, Erava, Kadukuruba,
Malekudiya, Siddi, Hasala-
ru, Goudalu, Gonda, and
Bettakuruba.



Govt slashes beneficiary
share for housing scheme

Times NeEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: In a signifi-
cant move aimed at aiding
the urban poor, the state go-
vernment has decided to re-
duce the beneficiary share
of the Pradhana Mantri
Awaas Yojane by Rs3.51akh.
Currently, beneficiaries
contribute Rs 4.5 lakh, whi-
le the state and Centre cont-
ribute Rs 1.5 lakh each. The
cost of a house under the
schemeis Rs 7.51akh.

CABINET MEETING

The state cabinet appro-
ved the reduction, lowering
the beneficia-
ry share to
just Rs1lakh,
with the state
covering the
remaining Rs
3.51akh. Hou-
sing minister BZ Zameer
Ahmed Khan said this deci-
sion was prompted by the re-
alisation that beneficiaries
were struggling with the hef-

Chief minister authorised to form
three cabinet sub-committees

A mong other decisions
/ "\ taken by the cabinet
were authorisingthe CM to
constitute three cabinet sub-
committees: For Covid
management, to study and
frame law policy and to
identify government funds
thatare parkedillegally
outside the treasury by
various departments.

Parliamentary affairs
minister HK Patil said the

ty contribution, as eviden-
ced by the delay in comple-
ting the 1.8 lakh houses sanc-
tioned between 2015 and 2018.
The minister said that the
centregives Rs1.51lakh subsi-
dy per house under the
PMAY but collects Rs 1.32
lakh from each house by way
of GST at 18%. “It is like gi-
ving fromone hand and snat-
ching with another. So, we
aregoingtowritetothe Cent-

Source: The Times of India, p. 4, Dec. 22, 2023

Karnataka Irrigation Rules,
1965 will be amended to
increase the royalty on water
supplied toindustries
through lakes, canals or
reservoirs from Rs 50,000 to
Rs 3 lakh per mcft. The
cabinetalsodiscussed
holding the joint session of
thelegislature and budget
sessionduring February,
dates of which will be
announced later, he added.

reaskingbittowaive GST be-
ing levied on housing sche-
mes,” he said.

Khan said there will be a
burden of Rs 5,500 crore on
the state exchequer due to
this move, to be released in
instalments starting with Rs
500 crore. Approximately
48,763 houses are expected to
be completed in February if
the initial instalment is rele-
ased promptly.

Fifth ‘guarantee’ of Cong. set for launch

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The fifth and final guaran-
tee of the Congress govern-
ment is set for launch, with
registration for Yuva Nidhi
scheme beginning on De-
cember 26 and the Direct

Continued...

Benefit Transfer being
rolled out on Vivekananda
Jayanti on January 12 at a
function in Shivamogga.
Yuva Nidhi, which pro-
vides financial assistance
to unemployed youth, will
be given based on a month-
ly self-declaration by be-
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neficiaries, said Minister
Sharan Prakash Patil. The
State government has
mapped 5.29 lakh grad-
uates and diploma holders
to be eligible to apply.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 8



Yuva Nidhi registration to be
launched in State on Dec. 26

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Congress government
will launch on December
26 the registration for Yu-
vanidhi, its fifth ‘guaran-
tee’ scheme that will pro-
vide financial assistance to
unemployed youth, based
on a monthly self-declara-
tion. Direct Benefit Transf-
er (DBT) will be rolled out
on Vivekananda Jayanti on
January 12 at a public event
in Shivamogga.

The State government
has mapped about 5.29
lakh graduates and diplo-
ma-holders who have
passed out during the aca-
demic year 2022-23 to be
eligible to apply for the
scheme that is estimated to
cost about ¥250 crore dur-
ing this financial year. The
launch of Yuvanidhi will al-
so mark the implementa-
tion of all five guarantees
given by the Congress be-
fore 2023 Assembly polls.

About 4.81 lakh grad-
uates and about 48,100 di-

ploma holders will be pass-
ing out in 2022-23. The
government is estimating
that the cost of implement-
ing the guarantees will go
up to 1,250 crore in the
next financial year, and
will increase to 32,500
crore the following year.

The scheme entails
monthly financial assis-
tance of ¥3,000 to grad-
uates and postgraduates,
and %1,500 for diploma-
holders who have not
found employment six
months after graduating.
Those who are domicile of
Karnataka for a minimum
of six years and who have
passed out in 2022-23 are
eligible. Beneficiaries will
receive financial assistance
for two years.

Candidates who are self-
employed, continuing
higher education, and
those employed in govern-
ment or government-aided
institutions and in the priv-
ate sector are not eligible.

“Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah and Deputy Chief

Source: The Hindu, p.1& 8, Dec. 22, 2023
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Minister D.K. Shivakumar
will take part in the event
to launch registration in
Bengaluru on December
26,” Medical Education
and Skill Development, En-
trepreneurship and Liveli-
hood Minister Sharan Pra-
kash Patil told reporters in
Bengaluru on Thursday.

“We have trust in our
youngsters. There is no
need to be cynical about
registration for the
scheme. DBT payment will
be based on monthly self-
declaration. We are also
aware that 100% physical
verification is not possible,
and we will go for 5% ran-
dom checking,” the Minis-
ter said in response to con-
cerns of fraud.

Registration can be
done through Grama One,
Karnataka One, Bengaluru
One, Bapuji Seva Kendra
and Sevasindhu portal free
of cost. Among the docu-
ments required are SSLC
and PU marks card, ration
card and employment re-
gistration card.



Economists push for steep hike
in tax on tobacco products

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

With consumption of to-
bacco products claiming
the lives of over 13 lakh pe-
ople in the country every
year, economists and
health experts suggested a
steep increase in the tax
rates on tobacco products
to disincentivise consum-
ers from purchasing them.
Currently, the Centre
imposes 53% tax on ciga-
rettes, 16% on beedi, and
64% on smokeless-tobacco
products. Taxes on tobac-
co products have largely
remained unchanged in
the post-GST regime.
“With Indian people large-
ly price sensitive,” they
suggested hike in taxes.

‘Health tax’
In his remarks at the “Con-
sultation workshop on to-
bacco taxes: a tool for
health and economic
gains” at the Institute for
Social and Economic
Change (ISEC), Bengaluru,
Health and Family Welfare
Minister Dinesh Gundu
Rao said increase of
“health tax™ or excise tax
on tobacco is one of the
most effective tools for re-
ducing tobacco consump-
tion”. The department
would strictly enforce a
ban of sale of tobacco pro-
ducts within 100 metres ra-
dius of educational institu-
tions in the State.
Economists S. Madhes-
waran, ISEC; Rijo M. John
of Rajagiri College, Kochi;

Health Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao participating in a workshop on
tobacco taxes at ISEC, Bengaluru, on Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

public health experts Na-
render Kumar, principal
consultant, National Poli-
cy, Campaign for Tobacco-
Free Kids (CTFK), New Del-
hi; and Upendra Bhojani,
director, Institute of Public
Health, Bengaluru, said
that the nexus between va-
rious stakeholders and
conflicting priorities of va-
rious Central Ministers led
to stagnation of taxes in the
post-GST regime.

They said that India has
one of the lowest prices for
tobacco products and
there is a need to increase
taxes. The Parliament
Standing Committee on
Health in its 139 report
(2022) too recommended a
hike in taxes, they said.
They proposed a tax rate of
75% each on cigarettes and
smokeless tobacco and
63% on beedi. More than
40 countries have levied
75% taxes on tobacco to
discourage people from its
consumption.

Statistics

Mr. Madheswaran said In-
dia has close to 30 crore to-
bacco users - 20 crore
smokeless tobacco users

and 10 crore smokers -
which is 28.6% of the
population.

The annual economic
costs from all tobacco pro-
ducts for the population
aged above 35 was estimat-
ed at ¥1,773.4 billion in the
year 2017 amounting to
1.04% of India’s GDP. “It is
found that for every 3100
that was received as excise
taxes from tobacco pro-
ducts, 816 of costs is im-
posed on society through
the consumption of tobac-
co and spending on tobac-
co use-induced diseases.
Tobacco use is also known
to impoverish 15 million In-
dians every year,” Mr. Mad-
heswaran said.

Mr. Narender Kumar
said reduction in the con-
sumption of tobacco pro-
ducts would increase well-
being of the people and
would increase economic
productivity and demo-
graphic dividend to reach
the target of a $5 trillion
economy in the next five
yvears as envisaged by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. It would also achieve
the goal of the Swachh
Bharat Mission.

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, Dec. 22, 2023
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Gruha Lakshmi: 3-day
camp to be held from
Dec. 27 to resolve issues

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A three-day camp will be
organised at all village pan-
chayats from December 27
to resolve issues related to
the guarantee scheme Gru-
ha Lakshmi. The scheme,
which was launched on Ju-
ly 19 this year, has so far en-
rolled 1.17 lakh women
heads of families for
monthly disbursement of
$2,000.

A release stated that
about 1.5 lakh beneficiaries
were yet to link their bank
accounts with their Aad-
haar numbers. Similarly,
about 70,000 beneficiaries
had linked their Aadhaar
with bank accounts that
were not in operation.

There was a dire need to
link bank accounts with
Aadhaar for smooth transf-
er of money through direct
beneficiary transfer
scheme. Following this
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah had instructed the
authorities to hold pan-
chayat-level camps, which
will be held from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. on those days.

The camps, which
would be presided by Pan-
chayat Development Offic-
ers, and attended byofh-
cials, including Bapuji
Service Centres’ managers
and Electronic Delivery of
Citizens Services teams be-
sides India Post Payment
Bank representatives, will
resolve all the technical is-
sues related to the scheme.

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, Dec. 22, 2023
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2L insurance for paper
vendors & gig workers

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Nearly three
months after announcing an
insurance scheme for new-
spaper vendors and platform-
based gig-economy workers
across Karnataka, the state la-
bour department on Wednes-
day ordered labour commis-
sioners and labour inspectors
in all districts to start enrol-
ment of beneficiaries for the
scheme that provides insu-
rance cover of uptoRs2lakh.

The department has as-
ked beneficiaries to enrol on
the Union government’s ‘e-
Shram’ portal under the
‘Newspaper Boy' category,
bringing cheer to the thou-

ENROLMENT STARTS

» K'taka govt asks labour
dept to start enrolment of
newspaper vendors and gig
workers for insurance scheme
» Beneficiaries will get 72L
insurance in case of death

& up to 2L in case of injuries
or permanent disability

» K'taka has 40k+ vendors
and 3k of them have valid IDs.

There are 2L+ gig workers

sands fighting for the cover
for several years. The state
has more than 40,000 vendors,
and 3,000 of them have valid
ID cards. Therearemore than
2lakh gigworkers in the state.

»Enrolment plans, P 3

Continued.....
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Enrolment
plans after nat’l
vendors’ meet

» Continued from page 1

’l "he department has pub-

lished guidelines and cir-
culated them among the bene-
ficiary groups.

“The government has
come up with a dedicated ap-
plication on the Seva Sindhu
portal to facilitate registra-
tion of platform-based gig
workers. Similarly, newspaper
vendors will be registered on
the Centre’s e-Shram portal.
We've directed district officials
toensure registration of all eli-
gible beneficiaries in large
numbers,” HN Gopalakrishna,
commissioner, labour depart-
ment, said in hisorder.

As per the guidelines,
newspaper vendor must be in
the 16-59 age group and a citi-
zen of Karnataka. Vendors
paying income tax or availing
ESIor EPFfacilitiesarenotel-
igible for the scheme. Under
the scheme, beneficiaries will
get an insurance of Rs 2 lakh
in case of deathanduptoRs 2
lakh in case of injuries or per-
manent disability and reim-
bursement of hospital ex-
penses up to Rs1lakh.

Karnataka State Newspa-
pers Vendors' Federation said
the government’s decision is a
result of years of struggle. K
Shambhulinga, president,
said, “Now, the challenge is in
identifying beneficiaries. We’ll
hold a national convention on
December 24 in Tumakuru to
chalk out enrolment plans.”

Source: The Times of India, p. 1&3, Dec. 22, 2023
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IT SECTOR TO COME UNDER
THE LABOUR DEPT'S AMBIT

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bengaluru

ALLEGED unfair trade prac-
tices in the information tech-
nology (IT)/information tech-
nology enabled services (ITeS)
sector have led to the State Gov-
ernment to contemplate bring-
ing companies in this segment
in Karnataka under the ambit
of state labour department.
Several cases of alleged un-
fair practices in several IT/
ITeS companies, like arbitrary
termination, ID blockage, mass

ment, and increase in working
hours, have come to the notice
of the labour department, said
Additional Labour Commis-
sioner Dr G Manjunath, who
pointed out that they have re-
ferred those cases to the labour
and industrial courts.

The IT/ITeS firms have been
given an exemption from the
Karnataka Industrial Employ-
ment (Standing Orders) Act
1946 over many years as they
were considered ‘sunrise indus-
tries’. It was extended for five
years on May 21, 2019. But now,

not continuing the same and
bringing those companies un-
der the department’s purview
to protect the interests of those
working in such companies.

In Karnataka, nearly 18 lakh
people work in 8,785 IT/ITES
firms. Post-Covid, many such
cases of unfair labour practice
have been registered with the
department and it is necessary
to enforce the Industrial Em-
ployment (Standing Orders)
Act 1946 to effectively resolve
such grievances and provide job
security to those working in the

retrenchment, sexual harass- the government is thinking of  sector, the officer said. P4

ADDITIONAL Labour Com-
missioner Dr G Manjunath
said that as per the direc-
tions of Labour Minister
Santosh Lad, they will hold
consultations with the stake-
holders as the government is
contemplating discontinu-
ing the exemption.

Karnataka State IT/ITeS
Employees Union General
Secretary Sooraj Nidiyanga
termed it as a positive step
as it would help employees
working in the sector. The
association, which has 10,000
members, has been fighting
against the exemption given
to the sector, he said.

Source: The New Indian Express, p. 1&4, Dec. 22, 2023
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EDUCATION

K'taka's MBBS seats highest,
medical colleges 2nd in India

States with highest number

11,745 Were
Up For Grabs
In 2023-24

Pearl.DSouza@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Karnataka had
the highest number of MBBS
seats in the country in 2023-
24. In fact, the state had the
same distinction even 11
years ago in 2013-14. However,
Karnataka’s distinction as a
pre-eminent medical hub
drawing students from
acrossthe country maybeun-
der threat given the stupen-
dous increase in the number
of MBBS seats innorth Indi-
anstates.

According to data from
the health and family wel-
fare ministry, 11,745 MBBS
seats were up for grabs in
2023-24, an increase from
6,755 in 2013-14. Tamil Nadu
with6,215seatsin2013-14and
11,650 in 2023-24 was close a
second to Karnataka.

However, Tamil Nadu
had the highest number of
medical colleges in 2023-24
at 74 and is the second high-
est in 2013-14 at 45. Karnata-
ka, which had the highest
number (46) of medical col-
leges in the country in 2013-
14, was second (70 colleges)
11yearslater.

Though south Indian
statesaccount for more than

Karnataka
eI EGIT
Maharashtra
Uttar Pradesh

_ Telangana

a third of the seats in the
country at 39.4%, their
northern counterparts are
seeing phenomenal growth.
Uttar Pradesh, for instance,
which had about 200 seats in
2013-14, now has 9,903, and
tops the growth chart witha
whopping 4851% increase.
States such as Chhattisgarh
and Rajasthan too com-
manded a growth of more
than200%.

The growth rate of medi-
calseatsin UPdwarfsthatof
Karnataka (73.8%) and Ta-
mil Nadu (87.4%). In fact,
bigger and populous states
are likely to get more seats
given the move, now put on
hold for a year, by the Na-
tional Medical Commission
to link sanctioning of new
colleges and seats to the pop-
ulation of the state con-
cerned. “There might be
some effect, especially with
respect to private colleges,
where 60% seats are open

CHANGING TREND

Tamil Nadu
Karnataka

Telangana

of medical colleges (2023-24)

74
70

Maharashtra I 68
Uttar Pradesh I 68
— 56

Source: Ministry of health and family welfare

Though south Indian states account for
more than a third of the seats in the country
at 39.4%, their northern counterparts are
also seeing phenomenal growth

even to students from outside
Karnataka. However, estab-
lished private colleges will be
atop choice for students from
across the country and Kar-
nataka has several of them.
New colleges may be hit in
the process. But there is also
the possibility of less pre-
ferred colleges reducing
their fee, to attract students,”
said Dr Ravindranath KS,
former vice-chancellor of Ra-
jiv. Gandhi University of
Health Sciences (RGUHS).

There are 48 private and
22 government medical col-
leges in Karnataka.

Experts also point out
that the race to start new
medical colleges by the states
is to ensure that the benefits
dopercolate down todistricts
where healthcare infrastruc-
ture is poor.

Dr Chandrashekar Shet-
ty, former vice-chancellor of
RGUHS, told TOI: “There is
also this understanding that

Source: The Times of India, p.5, Dec.16, 2023
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institutes in backward dis-
tricts will help percolate the
doctors in those areas, but
thatisnothappeningoverthe
years.” He cautioned against
increasing medical educa-
tion infrastructure in differ-
ent districts without staff
and proper clinical material.

Under a centrally spon-
sored scheme announced in
2018, the ministry of health
and family welfare said it is
lookingto establish new med-
ical colleges attached with
existing district/referral
hospitals in underserved ar-
eas of the country. UP has got
about 27 medical colleges in
the list. “Karnataka got
18,”said Dr S Sacchidanand,
former VC of RGUHS.

According to him, the at-
tempts to increase the num-
berof doctorswillreachasat-
uration point in the years to
come, with the countryonthe
verge of reaching 1:750 doc-
tor-patient ratio.



Unsafe havens: Survey flags 19
BBMP schools as ‘dilapidated”

Heads of the
institutions urge
civic body toraze

structures

R A

NAVEEN MENEZES
BENGALURU, DHNS

recent survey by the
BBMP’s Quality Assur-

nce Cell has uncov-

ered alarming conditions in
19 schools and colleges run by
thecorporationacrossthecity.

The survey was prompted
by the collapseof a 50-year-old
nurseryschoolin Shivajinagar
on November 27, just hours
before 75 students arrived for
classes.

This served as a wake-up
call, revealing issues ranging
from multiple cracks in the
walls to leakages on rooftops
during therainanda complete
lack of maintenance.

Disturbingly, some schools
even lack water supply for
maintaining basic hygiene in
toilets.

It identifies the 19 institu-
tions as “unstable,” rendering
themunsafefor continued use.

The report, prepared in
consultation with school
headmasters, recommends
the demolition of these
dilapidated structures

2L
- A50-year-o g in Shivajinagar,
where the BBMP ran anursery school,
collapsed in November, sending
shockwaves across the city. bH FILE PHOTO

Schools movement in Karnataka, said
the dilapidated conditions of schools
reflects poorly on the local MLA. “Elected
representatives have enormous powers
to (improve) the condition of the schools.
Besides public money, he can approach
the corporates who will happily adopt
(these schools) or (he could) part with his
income, which easily runs into several
crores,” Shetty said.

No (corporate) company will come
forward on its own (to adopt the
schools) unless the BBMP or the
local MLA takes the first step. If

a legislator cannot set right the
schools (or) primary healthcare
centres in his or her constituency,

Zone Stable Need | Unstable
buildings | repairs

East 22 24 12

West 30 32 06

South 06 08 01
Mahadevapura = 01 E

RR Nagar 15 01 c m
Bommanahalli = 01 z

Yelahanka "

Dasarahalli = - =

Total 73 67 19

“as early as possible”. A majority of the facilities

The Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
is providing nursery, high
school, pre-university, and
degree education across 163
facilities, some of which are
rented.

arelocatedinthe Central Busi-
ness District (CBD), revealing
that the BBMP did not make
efforts to provide affordable
education in the peripheral
areasaddedtothe corporation
in2008.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, Dec.16, 2023
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what good can he do for the state?.

Report findings

Besides the 19 institutions
functioning in dilapidated
structures, the report draws
attention to 67 schoolsin need
of repairs and maintenance,
with some facing overcrowd-
ing issues due to insufficient

classroom capacities. The
heads of these institutions are
requesting additional build-
ings to accommodate more
students.

Forinstance, the BBMP has
beenrunninganurseryschool
in an incomplete building in
Doddakannelli, which was
built10yearsagoas Ambedkar
Bhavan. Theschool lacks basic
amenities, such as windows,
water supply, and electricity
connections.

In Ulsoor, a nursery school
has been running in a tempo-
rary shelter. The problem of
unkempt toilets due to a lack
of water supply appears wide-
spread, impacting schools
in Murphy Town, Walkers
Colony in Ulsoor, Benson
Town, Corporation Boys’ and
Girls’High School, Cox Town,
among others.

On the brighter side, 73
school teachers reported sat-
isfaction with the facilities.

Speaking to DH, BBMP
Chief Commissioner Tushar
Girinath said not all the 19
buildings will be razed imme-
diately as they are also being
usedas polling booths. “There
isnoimminent threat of these
buildings collapsing. The
teachers and engineers may
have been alerted as a pre-
cautionary measure. We will
undertake one more survey
to assess the stability of these
buildings before razing them.
Until then, students at these
schools will be shifted out.”
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Class X dropout rate is 21%,
Odisha record worst at 50%

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Dropout rate in
ClassXinIndiastoodat20.6%
as of 202122, as compared
with 28.4% in 2018-19, with Od-
isha as the worst performing
state with a rate of 49.9%, fol-
lowed by Bihar (42.1%),
among the ten states where
dropout rate is more than the
national average, the Centre
told Lok Sabha on Monday.

In a response to queries
from DMK MP Kalanidhi Vee-
raswamy, Union education
minister Dharmendra Prad-
han stated that 1,89,90,809
students appeared for Class X
examination in 2022, of
which  29,56,138 students
failed to progress to Class XI.

“Reasons for failure of
students in exams depends
on various factors — not at-
tending schools, difficulty in
following instructions in
schools, lack of interest in
studies, level of difficulty of
question paper, lack of quali-
ty teachers and lack of sup-
port from parents, teachers
and schools. Further, educa-
tion is in concurrent list of
the Constitution and majori-
ty of the schools are under
the domain of respective
statesand UT governments,”
said Pradhan.

Andhra Pradesh

WORST PE\RI-'ORNHNG STATES

In %
odisha EENEE
aiar CEX
Meghalaya EECHE
Karnataka EECH

pesam 5
Gujarat

Telangana

TIMES VIEW: It is heartening that the drop-out rate of
students has dipped in the past five years. But the current
national average of 20.6% is far from acceptable and must be
brought down. The larger point is that drop-out rates are also
linked to poverty, health and gender. If these social progress
indicators improve, drop-out rates will automatically decrease.
That apart, states with alarming drop-out rates such as Odisha
and Bihar should carefully look into the data, investigate the
reasons and work in mission mode to improve the situation.

The Union ministry of
education shared the details
of statewise dropout rate at
Class X for the last four years
(2018-19 to 2021-22). Apart
from Odisha and Bihar, the
other states with high drop-
outs are Meghalaya (33.5%),
Karnataka (28.5%), Andhra
Pradesh and Assam with
28.3% each, Gujarat (28.2%),
and Telangana (27.4%).

While Assam has shown

marked improvement in the
last four years from 44% to
28.3%, Odisha witnessed a
negative trend from 12.8% to
49.9% in the same period.
The states with dropout
rate less than 10% include Ut-
tar Pradesh (9.2%), Tripura
(3.8%), Tamil Nadu (9% ), Mad-
hya Pradesh (9.8%), Himachal
Pradesh (2.5%), Haryana
(7.4%), and Delhi (1.3%). Ma-
nipur recorded nodropout.

Source: The Times of India, p.15, Dec.16, 2023
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6 states, UTs
yet to sign up
for PM SHRI

New Delhi: Six states/ UTs
namely Bihar, NCT of Delhi,
Kerala, Odisha, Tamil Nadu
and West Bengal have not
signed MoU with the central
government yet, whereas
Punjab has proposed to with-
draw from the MoU that was
originally signed for PM
SHRIschoolscheme. Sofar29
States/ UTs along with KVS/
NVS have signed the MoU.

In response to queries
from BJP MP Sanjay Jaiswal
whether some of the states
have not signed MoUs with
the Union government for
the implementation of the
scheme, MoS for education,
Annpurna Devi said the cab-
inet has approved a new cen-
trally sponsored scheme —
Pradhan Mantri Schools for
Rising India on September,
2022.“These schools are to
showcase the implementa-
tion of the National Educa-
tion Policy 2020 and emerge
as exemplar schools over a
period of time, and also offer
leadership to other schools
inthe neighbourhood.”



Education: States
miss themark

Almost70% of
children with
disabilities are
notinaninclusive
education system

SAGARIKA PARAB

fundamental humanright

recognised globally as a
meanstoensure equitableac-
cesstoqualityeducationforall
individuals. India, as a signa-
tory to various international
conventions, is obligated to
ensureaninclusiveeducation
systemthatrespectstherights
and dignity of all individuals,
including those with disabil-
ities. To operationalise this,
India enacted the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act,
2016 (RPwD Act) —a water-
shed momentin the disability
rights landscape of the coun-
try. It set the tone for the Na-
tional Education Policy, 2020
(NEP)whichunderscoresthe
importance of gearing policy
towards better implementa-
tion ofinclusive education.

However, despitethe RPwD
Actcementing the righttoin-
clusiveeducationand theNEP
providing a detailed frame-
work for the same, statistics
reveal that approximately
70% of children with disabil-
ities of school-going age are
not in an inclusive education

Inclusive education is a

bemetbyall educational insti-
tutions funded or recognised
by the Union or state govern-
ment (Rajneesh Kumar Pand-
ey and ors vs Union of India).
Thisreading of the extantlegal
framework indicates that the
responsibility of setting up
and operationalising inclusive
education systemslies equally
with the Union and state gov-
ernments.

Despite the Union gov-
ernment’s power to dictate
the overarching vision for
education policies, the adop-
tion of the NEP has been met
withresistance frommultiple
state governments such as
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and
Kerala. Though theresistance
primarily stems from linguis-
ticand political differences, it
has resulted in delays in the
implementation of inclusive
education policies.

These issues were evident
in the first state education
policy introduced by West
Bengal in 2023 (WB Educa-
tion Policy). For instance, the
NEP directs states to con-
duct routine school surveys
to identify physical barriers
faced by children with dis-
abilities, whereas the WB
Education Policy is silent on
this. On the other hand, the
Karnataka government re-
cently extended the scope of
applicability of reasonable
accommodations to children
with disabilities writing class

system. This is because Un-
ion-level education policies
are not directly enforceable
at the state level and states
have the option to modifyand
contextualise such policies
as per local requirements. In
doing so, if the state educa-
tion policies do not prioritise
capacitybuilding forinclusive
education and incorporate a
disabilityrights perspectivein
state education laws, this gap
will only broaden.

The RPwD Act extends to
all educational institutions
funded or recognised by ap-

1- ions. However,
this approach relies on gov-
ernmentdiscretionandisnot
comprehensiveinaddressing
the gapsin policy.

As such, states have either
explicitly rejected the provi-
sions of the NEP without im-
plementing viable alternative
policies, or have failed to inte-
grate a comprehensive disa-
bilityrights-based perspective
into their education frame-
works. The failure of states to
incorporateadisabilityrights
perspective in their educa-
tion policies has far-reaching
Itperpetuates

cor

propriate government and
local authorities. As such, the
onus of including a disability
rights-based perspective in
education policies and imple-
menting inclusive education
systems lies with the “appro-
priate governments”, which
specifically include state gov-
ernments. To emphasise this
need further, the Department
of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities introduced
the Draft National Policy for
Persons with Disabilities in
2022. It highlights the need
for states to ensure that edu-
cationalinstitutes comply with
theprovisionsoftheRPwD Act
andinclusiveeducationnorms.

Being a subject of the Con-
current List, the holistic vi-
sion and broad principles of
educational development are
established by the Union gov-
ernment. However, the states
separately have a responsibil-
ity to prioritise incorporating
a disability rights perspective
to ensure effective adminis-
tration and implementation
of inclusive education. Judi-
cial precedents have also held
thattheneedsof childrenwith
disabilities thatmanifestinthe
right to meaningful, inclusive
and effective education must

educationalinequity,denying
children with disabilities the
fundamental right to inclu-
sive education and impacting
theiracademicgrowthandso-
cio-emotional development.
It also undermines India’s
commitmentstointernation-
al conventions and its own
constitutional mandates.

To implement a clear dis-
ability rights perspective at
the state level, states need to
re-evaluatetheir current frag-
mented approach. Primarily,
this requires interventions
from the state governments
at every level, inter alia regu-
lar data collection and audits
ofeducationsystems, focuson
early intervention and early
education, removing physical
andsystemicbarriersthatim-
pedeinclusive education,and
providing reasonable accom-
modations on a case-to-case
basis. Only by embedding a
disability rights perspective
instateeducation policies can
India move closer to fulfilling
the constitutional promise of
anequitable andinclusive ed-
ucation forall.

(Thewriter is Research
Fellow, Disability Inclusion
and Access, Vidhi Centre for
Legal Policy)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Dec.18, 2023
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Centre urged to release 3675 cr.

to build 19 Morarji Desai schools

Housing and Minorities Welfare Minister Zameer
Ahmed Khan on Tuesday appealed to the Centre
to release ¥675 crore towards the construction of

19 Morarji Desai residential schools and 50
post-matric hostels in Karnataka. According to a
release, Mr. Khan met Union Minister for
Minorities Welfare Smriti Irani on Tuesday and
said there was demand for 19 Morarji Desai
residential schools in Karnataka for which 3475
crore was required. Similarly, 200 crore was
needed for 50 post-matric hostels.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Dec. 20, 2023
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State to reduce burden of school bags by 50%

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

The Karnataka govern-
ment has taken steps to
scientifically reduce the
burden of school bags by
cutting 50% of textbooks
for students of classes I to
X from the academic year
2024-25.

Instead of providing
textbooks once for the en-
tire year, it has decided to
give two books per year, di-
vided into two parts, (Sum-
mative Assessment) SA-1
and SA-2. The State govern-
ment has issued an official
order in this regard.

In 2019, a committee
comprising education ex-
perts, paediatricians, doc-
tors, legal advisers, and of-
ficials of the Department of

In 2019, a committee comprising education experts, paediatricians,

doctors, legal advisers, and DSERT officials conducted a study to
reduce the weight of school bags. FILE PHOTO

State Education Research
and Training (DSERT) con-
ducted a study to reduce
school bag burden.

They concluded that the
weight of school bags for
students of class I to II
could be in the range of 1.5
to 2 kg. For classes Il to V,

the proposed range was 2
to 3 kg, for class VI to VIII,
the proposed range was 3
to 4 kg, and for class IX and
X, the recommendation
was 4 to 5 kg. However, this
order was implemented
only in  government
schools. Complaints about

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Dec. 20, 2023
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private schools not follow-
ing this rule persist.

This issue was discussed
in a meeting led by the
Commissioner of the De-
partment of School Educa-
tion on October 6, 2023. A
committee was formed un-
der the chairmanship of
Director, the Karnataka
School Examination and
Assessment Board. The
committee recommended
cutting 50% of the text-
book size, and submitted
its report to the govern-
ment on October 12, 2023.

Since it is not textbooks
that add to bag size, the
committee also recom-
mended checking the
weight of a school bag of
each child at the school le-
vel.

Every school should en-

sure that only subject text-
books and notebooks are
carried in the school bag.
Necessary steps should be
taken to have a rough note-
book containing all the
other matters.

Financial implication

In the academic year 2023-
24, the Karnataka Text-
books Society (KTBS)
printed a total of 566 titles,
and 6,39,83,899 textbooks
in all at a cost of
¥323,31,93,175.

According to the recom-
mendation, the textbooks
for SA-1 and SA-2 will be
printed separately. There-
fore, KTBS expects to print
636 titles with 318 addition-
al titles. Printing of these
additional titles will cost
around %8,45,72,950.
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Karnataka commands highest availability
of English talent in India: study

As per the study, Bengaluru and Hyderabad emerged as the top cities on the corporate radar,

captivating attention as hubs with the most abundant talent reservoirs

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

arnataka has the
K highest
availability of

English skills with 73.33%,
followed by Uttar Pradesh
at 68.75% and Kerala at
61.66%, as per India Skills
Report 2024 released on
Tuesday.

Bengaluru city topped
the list of cities with the
highest availability of
English skills and
numerical, while
Thiruvananthapuram
topped the list with the
highest availability of
computer skills this year,
as per the study
conducted by Wheebox, a
web-based talent
assessment firm.

Business graduates
Among the states with the
highest concentration of
BBA graduates found
employable, Karnataka
stood first with 78.85%,
Maharashtra at 71.32%,
and Uttar Pradesh at
58.33%. Academically,
Karnataka stood out with a

substantial percentage of

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Dec. 21, 2023

Karnataka stood out with a substantial percentage of test takers
scoring more than 60% in the Wheebox National Employability Test
(WNET) at 63.33% GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

test takers scoring more
than 60% in the Wheebox
National Employability
Test (WNET) at 63.33%.
Also, Bengaluru came
second in the list of cities
with the highest computer
skills availability. The state
also featured among
regions expecting

increased hiring activity,
according to the survey.
Among top cities with
employable talent in the
age group of 18-21,
Bengaluru stood second at
72.18% after Pune at
80.82%. Bengaluru stood
third (74.63%) for
employability in the age

group of 22-25 among top
cities while Lucknow
came first at 88.89%,
followed by Mumbai at
82.45%. Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Delhi, and
Tamil Nadu are expected
to play the lead role in the
country in terms of
attracting corporates with
their pool of talent, as per
the study.

Big talent reservoirs
Delving into the urban
fabric, Bengaluru and
Hyderabad emerged as the
top cities on the corporate
radar, captivating
attention as hubs with the
most abundant talent
reservoirs. Hiring
candidates from these
states would remain a
strategic and preferred
choice across industries,
the study predicted.
However, the study also
found southern states
lagged in General
Knowledge.
Although Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu excelled in
future skills, they showed
lower scores in general
knowledge at 67.33% and
41.09%, respectively.



Govt closing aided schools owing to low admissions, claims RUPSA

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
Registered Unaided Private
Schools’ Management Asso-
ciation (RUPSA) has accused
the government of shutting
down private aided schools,
citing reason that they have
low admissions. In a letter
written to Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah, the Association

has condemned the closure of
aided schools.

The Association has urged
the chief minister to intervene
and save the aided schools,
whichare providing education
for thousands of children fora
nominal fee.

Lokesh Talikatte, president
of the Association, said that

whenitcomestoaided schools
the School Education and Lit-
eracy department insists on
minimum student strength
and considers it as one of the
main criteria for closure.
“Though there are sin-
gle-digit admissions in gov-
ernment schools, there is no
action for closure, but when it

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, Dec.22, 2023

comesto private aided schools,
the department takes mea-
sures to close the school just
because it is giving grants,”
he said, adding that the gov-
ernment has not paid salaries
for the teachers in some of the
aided schools for the last four
months,” Lokeshalleged.
When contacted, a senior

official of the department said
that the closure of aided insti-
tutions is a long process and it
cannot be done overnight.

“In case of poor admissions,
we will shift students to neigh-
bouring schools and even
teachers to the other aided
institutions,” said the official.

After NEP, Siddaramaiah govt
set to junk NITI Aayog indices

‘High-powered committee to
study regional imbalances’

BENGALURU, DHNS

fter having decided to
scrap the National Ed-
cation Policy (NEP)

in Karnataka, the Siddara-
maiah-led Congress govern-
ment is set to junk one more
import of the previous BJP
regime: the NITI Aayogindica-
torstomeasure backwardness.
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah has announced that a
new high-power committee
will be formed to study region-

al imbalances in terms of de-
velopment.

The new committee will
succeed the one headed by
economist D M Nanjundappa,
whose 2002 reportformed the
basisof enormous government
spending to fight regional
backwardness.

According to sources in the
chief minister’s office (CMO),
the new committee will be
asked to “assess the impact of
development measures since
the Nanjundappa report and

CMO SOURCE

‘ The new committee

will be asked to
assess the impact of de-
velopment measures since
the Nanjundappa report
and evolve new criteria
for regional under-devel-
opment.

evolve new criteria for regional
under-development.” The new
criteria will effectively replace
theNITT Aayogindicators that
was adopted by the Basavaraj
Bommai-led BJP government.

In its 2002 report, the Nan-
jundappa committee had
used 35 indicators covering
agriculture, industry, trade &
finance, economic & social in-
frastructure and populationto
identify 114 out of 175 taluks as

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Dec.22, 2023
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backward. This included most
backward (39), more back-
ward (40) and backward (35)
taluks.

The Nanjundappa Commit-
tee had recommended a Spe-
cial Development Plan (SDP)
with a total investment of Rs
31,000 crore over an 8-year
period. The SDPwaslaunched
in 2007 and slated to be com-
pleted in 2014-15. However, it
was extended. Between 2007
and 2023, the government has
spent Rs 32,433 crore against
an allocation of Rs 46,453
crore.

In 2022, the BJP govern-
ment decided to replace the
Nanjundappa Committee’s
indicatorswithonesdeveloped
by the NITI Aayog for an ‘as-
pirational taluks’programme.
The NITI Aayog hasidentified

49development parametersin
five broad categories: health
and nutrition, education, ag-
ricultureand waterresources,
financial inclusion and skill
development and basic infra-
structure.

For this, Bommai had ear-
marked Rs 3,000 crore to
improve education in 93 ta-
luks, healthcare in 100 taluks
and fight malnutrition in 102
taluks. Siddaramaiah also
kept Rs 3,000 crore for ‘aspi-
rational taluks’ in his 2023-24
budget.

After coming to power, the
Congress decided to rollback
NEP in Karnataka. It also de-
cided to withdraw laws regu-
latingreligious conversion and
liberalising agricultural trad-
ing,introduced by the previous
BJP government.



Varsities give a cold shoulder
to Centre’s PM-USHA scheme

Only 21among
40 universities apply
for funds

——v——

BENGALURU, DHNS

ost of the state-run

universities have not

responded to the PM-
USHA (Pradhan Mantri Ucha-
thar Shiksha Abhiyan) scheme
announced by the Union gov-
ernment.

Ofthe 40 public universities,
only 21 have applied for the
scheme, while only 180 out of
the 430 government colleges

have opted for it. According to
vice-chancellors and officials
from the Higher Education
department, the main reason
for the state-run institutions
not applying for funds under
the PM-USHA, areitsstringent
conditions.

“Itis mandatory for the uni-
versities to have NAAC ‘A’ and
‘A’ Plus grade and such univer-
sities will get 100% marks. In
Karnataka, only two universi-
ties have ‘A’ and ‘A’ plus grad-
ing from NAAC,” said a senior
official of the Higher Education
department.

The Union Ministry of Ed-
ucation provides funds under
six different heads under the
scheme. Major funding will
be under the MERU (Multi-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Dec.22, 2023

disciplinary Education and
Research Universities), for
which it has earmarked Rs
3,500 crore and Rs 100 crore
per unit. “Under this, around
sevenuniversities have applied
and 14 have sought grants to
strengthen universities.” the
official explained.

However, the official ex-
plained thatit is not easy for all
the applied institutions to get
funds looking at the criteria
fixed by the Union government.

The PM-USHA is not a new
scheme, the RUSA (Rashtriya
Uchatar Shiksha Abhiyan),
which was started in 2013, has
been renamed as PM-USHA
under the National Education
Policy (NEP),withrevised strin-
gent conditions.
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‘More than 17,000 govt schools
lack playgrounds’

BAGALKOT, DHNS: Many state-
run schools lag behind in basic
facilities like drinking water,
toilets and playgrounds. A
good 37% of the government
schools in the state lack play-
grounds.

There are 46,757 govern-
ment schools in the state. Of
which, 17,384 don’t have play-
grounds while 4,876 schools
lack a compound, teachers of
government schools, on the
condition of anonymity, told
DH.

In Bagalkot district alone,
many schools, including govt
boys school No. 1, govt girls’
school No1land govtschool No
3,aredeprived ofaplayground.

Spare a thought for the
children who want to make
strides in sports. “Where
should we play? Because of

no playground, we cannot
take part in the sports meet,
including the zone and ta-
luk level,” a girl poured her
woesto DH.

Admitting that a total of
137 government schools in
Bagalkot district lack a com-
pound, DDPI B K Nandanur
informed DH, “The School
Education and Literacy de-
partment has sent a proposal
to the zilla panchayat to build
school compounds under ru-
ral employment guarantee
scheme.”

As per the norms, the
schools must have separate
toilets for boys and girls, and
the facility-to-student ratio is
1:40. But 23 schools in the dis-
trictaredeprived of toilets. The
situationisnodifferentin other
districts, said a teacher.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Dec.22, 2023

50



Hownottoframe
educationpolicy

Unlike the national
policy, Karnataka
must draftamodel
to foster inclusivity
and constitutional
values

NAVNEET SHARMA

arnataka has estab-
lished a committee to
raft the state’s educa-

tion policy. This move is not
only a political response to
counter the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020, draft-
edatthebehest of the central
government’s ideological
leanings, butalso anacadem-
ic initiative. The committee,
chaired by Professor Sukh-
dev Thorat, an acclaimed
academician known for his
progressive views, is expect-
ed to create adraft that could
serve as an exemplary model
for national policy.

Karntaka’s state education
policy must embody inclusiv-
ity, aligning with the ideals
of “sabka sath, sabka vikas”
in letter and spirit. It should
begin by acknowledging con-
stitutional values comprehen-
sively, avoiding selectivity or
evasion of the same. Notably,
NEP 2020 omits the value of
secularism entirely, without
even a single mention in the
whole document. By delib-
erately avoiding the term
“secularism,” the NEP 2020
not only overlooked a crucial
modern value essential for a
cosmopolitansocietybutalso
rendered its lofty aspirations
to make Indians global citi-
zens hollow.

The state policy can learn
from NEP 2020 on avoiding
the arbitrary creation of new
terms. TheNEP 2020 neglects
the nuanced lessons of social
sciences and lumps together
Dalits, OBCs, minorities, wom-
en, rural and urban poor, dif-
ferently-abledindividuals,and
transgenders as Socio-Eco-
nomically Disadvantaged
Groups (SEDGs), categoris-
ingthem collectively as minor
groups. Thisapproachignores
the fact that combining these
diverse groups may result
in outnumbering any other
major group, if that exists.
The NEP 2020 prescribes a
uniform solution for all issues
without analysing or compre-
hendingtheeducational status
ofthesegroups. Furthermore,
it does not formulate specific
plans or suggestions for their
improvement.

Drawing further lessons
from NEP 2020, the state
policy should not excessively
depend on philanthropy. It
must establish clear bound-
aries for the State to persist
andoperateasawelfarestate,
avoiding the delegation of its
responsibilities to corporate
social responsibility. While
privateentities contributesig-
nificantlyto educationduring
these liberal economic times,
labelling their efforts asmere
philanthropy undermines
citizens’ right to equitable
education and hampers the
fostering of self-esteem.

The upcoming policy must
address the academic chaos

generated by the NEP 2020.
Itshould distinguish between
multi-intra-inter-trans disci-
plinarity, which NEP 2020
fails to discern by using these
terms interchangeably and
treating them as synonyms
throughout the 66-page doc-
ument, with more than 80
instances of such usage. The
new state policy should criti-
cally examine the concept of
multiple entries and exits in
undergraduate programmes.
Additionally, it should get its
basic arithmetic right, a task
overlooked by the NEP 2020
and the subsequent National
Higher Education Qualifica-
tion Framework, leading to
graduates earning different
credits for the same pro-

grammes.

Additionally, it should re-
fine the distinctions between
a PG diploma, a one-year PG
degree, a two-year PG de-
gree, and an undergraduate
programme like BEd/LLB
pursued after graduation,
rather than placing them on
the same level as done by na-
tional policyand the NHEQF.
In its eagerness to promote
Aatmnirbhar Bharat and
Amrit Kaal, the national
policy excessively emphasis-
es research, infusing every
programme with research
components. This leaves lit-
tleroom for essential courses
andreadings atall levels, per-
haps in an attempt to bypass
the critical step of reviewing
related literature, which can
onlybeundertakenwhen stu-
dents are adequately educat-
edaboutit.

The Karnataka education
policy mustaddress concerns
related to primary education.
The national policy suggests
relocating first and second
standards from'schools’to An-
ganwadis. Despite acknowl-
edging that 85% of children’s
brains develop during this
time, NEP 2020 assigns this
responsibility to Anganwadi
workers rather than trained
teachers in schools. Addi-
tionally, the national policy
proposes’school clusters’and
encourages theiradoption by
private entities. In doing so,
the policy takes a bold shift
from philanthropy to priva-
tisationina brazen manner.

NEP 2020 has proposed
the establishment of more
than eight new institutions
to regulate higher education
and school education. It has
also recommended the de-
velopmentof more than eight
curriculumframeworks. How-
ever, havingtoo manyrecipes,
along with too many cooks,
can spoil the food. The state’s
policy must conscientiously
address these concerns; oth-
erwise, it may mirror the na-
tional policywithinherentcon-
tradictions. The failure of the
policy could be attributed to
thenegligenceandlethargyof
teachers, as theyare ultimate-
ly tasked with itsimplementa-
tion. Thestate’s policy drafters
must recognise that a flawed
policy cannot be effectively
implemented, regardless of
theintentions behind it.

(Thewriter teaches at the
Department of Education,
Central University of
Himachal Pradesh)

Karnataka has established a committee to draft the state’s
education policy. This move is not only a political response to
counter the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, drafted at
the behest of the central government’s ideological leanings,
but also an academic initiative. The committee, chaired by
Professor Sukhdev Thorat, an acclaimed academician known
for his progressive views, is expected to create a draft that
could serve as an exemplary model for national policy.

Karnataka’s state education policy must embody inclusivity,
aligning with the ideals of “sabka sath, sabka vikas” in letter
and spirit. It should begin by acknowledging constitutional
values comprehensively, avoiding selectivity or evasion of the
same. Notably, NEP 2020 omits the value of secularism
entirely, without even a single mention in the whole document.
By deliberately avoiding the term “secularism,” the NEP 2020
not only overlooked a crucial modern value essential for a
cosmopolitan society but also rendered its lofty aspirations to
make Indians global citizens hollow.

The state policy can learn from NEP 2020 on avoiding the
arbitrary creation of new terms. The NEP 2020 neglects the
nuanced lessons of social sciences and lumps together Dalits,
OBCs, minorities, women, rural and urban poor, differently-
abled individuals, and transgenders as Socio-Economically
Disadvantaged Groups (SEDGs), categorising them
collectively as minor groups. This approach ignores the fact
that combining these diverse groups may result in
outnumbering any other major group, if that exists. The NEP
2020 prescribes a uniform solution for all issues without
analysing or comprehending the educational status of these
groups. Furthermore, it does not formulate specific plans or
suggestions for their improvement.

Drawing further lessons from NEP 2020, the state policy
should not excessively depend on philanthropy. It must
establish clear boundaries for the State to persist and operate
as a welfare state, avoiding the delegation of its responsibilities
to corporate social responsibility. While private entities
contribute significantly to education during these liberal
economic times, labelling their efforts as mere philanthropy
undermines citizens’ right to equitable education and hampers
the fostering of self-esteem.

The upcoming policy must address the academic chaos
generated by the NEP 2020. It should distinguish between
multi-intra-inter-trans disciplinarity, which NEP 2020 fails to
discern by using these terms interchangeably and treating them
as synonyms throughout the 66-page document, with more
than 80 instances of such usage. The new state policy should
critically examine the concept of multiple entries and exits in
undergraduate programmes. Additionally, it should get its

basic arithmetic right, a task overlooked by the NEP 2020 and the subsequent National Higher
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Education Qualification Framework, leading to graduates earning different credits for the same
programmes.

Additionally, it should refine the distinctions between a PG diploma, a one-year PG degree, a
two-year PG degree, and an undergraduate programme like BEd/LLB pursued after graduation,
rather than placing them on the same level as done by national policy and the NHEQF. In its
eagerness to promote Aatmnirbhar Bharat and Amrit Kaal, the national policy excessively
emphasises research, infusing every programme with research components. This leaves little
room for essential courses and readings at all levels, perhaps in an attempt to bypass the critical
step of reviewing related literature, which can only be undertaken when students are adequately
educated about it.

The Karnataka education policy must address concerns related to primary education. The
national policy suggests relocating first and second standards from’ schools’ to Anganwadis.
Despite acknowledging that 85% of children’s brains develop during this time, NEP 2020
assigns this responsibility to Anganwadi workers rather than trained teachers in schools.
Additionally, the national policy proposes ’school clusters’ and encourages their adoption by
private entities. In doing so, the policy takes a bold shift from philanthropy to privatisation in
a brazen manner.

NEP 2020 has proposed the establishment of more than eight new institutions to regulate higher
education and school education. It has also recommended the development of more than eight
curriculum frameworks. However, having too many recipes, along with too many cooks, can
spoil the food. The state’s policy must conscientiously address these concerns; otherwise, it
may mirror the national policy with inherent contradictions. The failure of the policy could be
attributed to the negligence and lethargy of teachers, as they are ultimately tasked with its
implementation. The state’s policy drafters must recognise that a flawed policy cannot be
effectively implemented, regardless of the intentions behind it.

(The writer teaches at the Department of Education, Central University of Himachal Pradesh)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.8, Dec.22, 2023
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KEA set to revamp CET
process from next year

To Hold Tests For
UG, PG, Diploma On
Consecutive Days

SruthySusan.Ullas
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Inanattempt to
rebuild its image as a stu-
dent-friendly exam-conduc-
ting agency, the Karnataka
Examinations Authority
(KEA) is set to revamp its
procedures of conducting
the Common Entrance Test.

From 2024, the Undergra-
duate Common Entrance
Test (for engineering, Ayush
courses, veterinary and ag-
riculture), PG Common Ent-
rance Test (for MBA, MCA,
MTech, March)and Diploma
CET (lateral entry to second-
year engineering) will be

APPLICATIONS IN JAN
» Starting next year, CET for
UG, PG & Diploma courses to
be held on consecutive days
» Exams likely to be held
around April 18-21; PG and
D-CET on the first two days

» Application forms will be
released in Jan;
4.5L expected to

appear for these
exams annually

held on consecutive days.

About 4.5 lakh students
are expected to take these ex-
ams annually. For the upco-
ming academic year, the ex-
ams are likely to be around
April 18-21, with D-CET and
PG-CET being held on the
firsttwo days.

Until now, the three ex-
ams were being held in diffe-
rent months: CET in April,

» Continued from page 1

any students who had
M written CET did not

_mention it in the
NEET applicationorvice-ver-
sa. We had to spend a lot of
time weeding out the dupli-
cates,” she said.

Additionally, the agency
plans to do away with the doc-
ument-verification process,
including for CBSE and ICSE
students. “We will gain time
by using the SATS number
provided by the department
of school education and lit-
eracy to obtain data provid-
ed by the students. For the
quota and reservations, rev-
enue department numbers
will be obtained and verified

online. With this, only candi-
datesapplying for physically
handicapped reservation
will have to have an offline
verification,” said the execu-
tivedirector.

Ramya also expressed
confidence in the KEA web-
site taking the load and func-
tioning without any glitches
for the next season. As per
KEA, the detailed notifica-
tion for all the exams will be
released in a fortnight.

The department, this
time, is also training the stu-
dents at the PU college level
on how to fill the application
forms. A set of master train-
ers from all districts will be
trained next week, who will,
in turn, mentor students.

Source: The Times of India, p.1&2, Dec.22, 2023
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D-CET and PG-CET were
in September. Henceforth,
the application forms will be
released for all exams toget-
her inJanuary.

“Our intention is to
complete the exams while
the students are in the final/
qualifying semester. We will
be ready to launch the coun-
seling process as soon as the
government shares the seat
matrix with us,” said Ramya
S, executive director, KEA.

KEA plans to allow only
one application form for
both CET and NEET (the ent-
rance examformedicineand
dentistry). “While last year
too, there was one applica-
tion, we allowed them to re-
gister for any one exam later
on. This resulted in duplica-
tion...,” shesaid.

»‘No glitches in site’, P 2



A gurukul for rural children
steeped in Gandhian values

Gandhi Grameen Gurukul Residential School at Hosaritti in Haveri district combines academic curriculum with life values taught by Mahatma Gandhi

Girish Pattanashetti
HUBBALLI

tis 5 a.m. on Wednesday. The wake up bell

for the inmates of Gandhi Grameen

Gurukul Residential School at Hosaritti

(Haveri district in Karnataka) has already
been rung. Like other inmates of the Gurukul,
Class VIII students Ravi Lamani, Vijay Karennavar
and Yallappa Talawar have completed their daily
chores and are ready for the All Religion Prayer at
530am.

They have special duties assigned to them for
the day. After prayer, yoga and bath, they have to
reach the kitchen as early as possible as ‘kitchen
duty’ has been assigned to their ‘Vivekananda
House’. Likewise the members of various houses
named after freedom fighters and eminent
personalities have been assigned various duties
including serving food, cleaning up premises and
other works.

At 8.30 a.m., the breakfast bell rings and
within a few minutes children clad in khadi
uniforms wearing Gandhi caps assemble at the
‘Prasad Nilaya’ (Dining Hall) carrying their plates
and glasses. The designated kitchen volunteers
for the day quickly serve them breakfast and
nutrition drinks. Once everyone is served, they
recite shlokas in chorus, and bow down to
Mother Earth before beginning to eat.

After breakfast, they have time till 9.45 a.m.,
and then they assemble again for school prayer.
But Class X students like Lingaraja
Mahabalashettar, Naveengouda Patil, Karthik
Mathapati, Balesh Dalawai have to attend special
classes.

At the prayer time, the khadi clad students sing
patriotic songs, state and national anthem.
Chosen students take a minute each to speak
about a topic in each subject and languages.
Headlines of Kannada and English dailies are also
read out. Students then hurry to their classes as
they are reminded that only 95 days are
remaining for the SSLC examination.

Off-beat classes

Their classes, however, are very different from
how they are in normal schools. Every week they
spend five to six hours in the khadi section,
vegetable garden, cattle shed and

farmland spread over 32- acre campus of the
Gurukul, which is the lone school in entire
Karnataka, which imparts and practices
Gandhian ideas and values.

In this unique school, the students of class V to
X learn the lessons of life through farming, dairy
farming, spinning, weaving, experimenting along
with studying the prescribed curriculum.
Imparting education based on Gandhian values
was the dream the Gandhian, Congressman and
legislator Hallikeri Gudleppa.

Located on the banks of Varada river, at a
distance of 28 kms from district headquarter
Haveri, Hosaritti was a source of inspiration for
freedom fighters from early days of the freedom
struggle. Inspired by Mahatma Gandhi, Gudleppa
had established ‘Gandhi Ashrama’ in his native
place way back in 1928. And during 1942 Quit
India Movement, it was in Hosaritti that freedom
fighter Mahadeva Mailar and two others were
gunned down by the British during a protest.

Gudleppa, who strived hard to spread the
Gandhian values through his Ashram in Hosaritti,
was part of Dandi March, non-cooperation
movement and consequently spent several years
behind bars. Also known as ‘Iron Man of
Karnataka’, he went on to become member of
Mysore State Legislative Council. It was during his
60" birthday celebrations that he announced to
donate the amount he received as gift for the
establishment of a Gurukul founded on Gandhian
principles. He later went around the country
visiting noted institutions to know the best
educational practices suitable for rural students
and with the help of Ma. Gu. Handral who was
trained in ‘Varada Ashrama’, he got a special
project prepared, which however took few years

Source: The Hindu,
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The bust of freedom fighter
Gudleppa Hallikeri at the

entrance of the school.

to get the government approval.

Son fulfills father’s dream
It was after his demise that it finally took shape
through the efforts of his son and doctor Dr.
Deenabandhu Hallikeri and like minded persons
like Gopanna Kulkarni and Viranna Chakki of
Hosaritti, Basavanneppa Gourimani of Channur
and Chittaranjan Kalkoti of Koradur on Gandhi's
birth anniversary in the year 1984 with the state
government sanctioning required grant-in-aid.
“Gudleppa Hallikeri’s dream of Gandhi

Gurukul finally materialised through the efforts of

his family members and several like minded
persons and philanthropists,” says M.P.
Goudannanavar, the headmaster of the Gandhi
Grameen Gurukul.

Viranna Chakki, who is one among the two
surviving ing trustees, is still ¢ dto
the cause and frequently travels from Hubballi to
Hosaratti to be part of the Gurkul ‘s activities.
Post the demise of Dr. Deenabandhu, Gudleppa’s
another son Rajendra Prasad Hallikeri is
officiating as Chairman, while Gudleppa’s
grandson Dr. Gudlesh, localites Dr. Girish
Ankalkoti, Shambanna Arali are the trustees.

“Our objective was clear, we wanted the best
Gandhian valued based education imparted to
the rural students who are deprived of the
opportunities. We offered it free of cost initially
with the grants from government and generous
donations from philanthropists. We cater to
students from various districts across the North
Karnataka region”, said Viranna Chakki.

Dwindling resources

However over a period of time, Sri Gudleppa
Hallikeri Smaraka Pratishtana, which runs the
Gurukul is finding it difficult to run the rural

residential school due to dwindling resources.
The Gurukul which had 29 teaching and non
teaching staff appointed on permanent basis is
now left with hardly five permanent staff. The
grant for food and cloth per student has
remained the same despite requests for hike.

The Gurukul has a sanctioned strength of 240
students with a maximum intake of 40 students
for each class from class V oX.

“We are

funds through our contacts. Milk pmduced
through dairy farming and vegetables grown in
the Gurukul are of great help. In the recent years
we were forced to seek help from parents as we
have to pay for the staff and 24 sanctioned posts
remain still vacant,” Dr. Gudlesh said.

Help from alumni

According to Dr. Gudlesh, many among the 1,300
alumni of the Gurukul have extended a helping
hand. In fact some among the staff are alumni of
the Gurukul like warden Subhash Patil have

The Gandhi Grameen Gurukul Residential School at
Hosaritti.

continued to work in the Gurukul on temporary
basis.

“We know what the situation is and what we
have learnt from the institution. We are doing our
bit and there are many among the alumni who
came back with plans to help our alma mater,” he
said.

Thanks to their generous contribution and
other philanthropists, the Gurukul has now seen
improvement in infrastructure in the last few
years including having smart classrooms. But still
it needs more support.

In the last few years, the Trustees have made
umpteen pleas to the government authorities
seeking approval for filling up posts as it was
granted approval as a special school and increase
in grants per student on par with the grant given
to other residential schools, which actually were
modelled on the Gandhi Gurukul. A recent
meeting with Minister for School Education
Madhu Bangarappa has raised their hopes for an
early solution to the long pending issue.

p.10, Dec. 22, 2023
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Environment

So far, December has been
city’s warmest in a decade

Met Dept Cites
El Nino Effect
As Reason

Sanika.Athavale
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The average
temperature for December
so far this year has been 23.7
degrees Celsius. Even tho-
ugh the city’s weather seems
to be cosy and pleasant, the
temperature is nearly two
degrees above the normal of
21.6 degrees Celsius for this
time of year. The normal mi-
nimum and maximum tem-
peratures for December is
16.4 degrees Celsius and 26.9
degrees Celsius, respective-
1y, as per IMD Bengaluru.

The data is based on a 30-
year-long average starting
from 1990. According to the
data, 2018 saw the second-
hottest December and 2015,
the third. The India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) fo-
recast too, for the period ex-
tending from December 2023
to February 2024, says Kar-
nataka is likely to witness
above-normal minimumand
maximum temperatures
this winter along with most
of therestof India.

“This is the effect of El
Nino (a climatic event that
causesthe warmingof surfa-
cewaters in the eastern Paci-
ficOcean), which willimpact
us till March next year. Win-
ter has set in but it is not go-
ing to see any days that will

Ju:
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HOW THE WEEK HAS GONE BY
(Figures reported from Bengaluru City station on Palace Road)

<su332§2) 202 | 38 29 21

(Morluligg 19.5 31 29 21
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(Wedne:ggg 183 19 275 0.6

‘ ahuéﬁﬁlﬁ 1.7 13 25| -04
- 15/12 (Friday) | 17.4 1 63| 06

s 4 NOT SO CHILLY: As per IMD, the temperature in
Bengaluru is nearly two degrees above the normal

gk & = ° | of2l.6degrees Celsius for this time of year
DECEMBER FEEL OVER LAST 10 YRS CLOUDY DAYS
Bangalore Bangalore AHEAD IN STATE
Year Road) static AL statio An upper air circulation
temp Min temp age Maxtemp Mintemp Average extendingfrqmtheBayof
2013|276 159 | 218 | 268 15.2 21 mgﬁ'ég::ﬁ jv"’fg:g; :gll(‘)t%’;'a'
2014| 274 17.6 22.5 26.8 17 219 weather in the city in the coming
2015 279 18 23 214 176 | 225 | 53 days. Light rain s expected
2016 281 16.7 224 274 16.3 21.9 in the southern districts of
2017 274 17.1 223 26.7 15.7 21.2 south-interior Karnataka
2018 28.4 17.8 23.1 NA NA NA region, such as Chamarajanagar,
2019 2656 18 23 | 265 175 2 x‘fgg’rh';ﬁgggg'“a"dy@
2020 269 2 22 262 158 21 This condition won’t resultin a
201|274 176 | 225 | 268 159 | 214 | gropinminimum temperatures,
2022 26.6 17.7 222 263 16.9 21.6 so the “chilly” feeling might be
2023*| 278 19.6 23.7 274 17.9 22.7 absent for the next two days, the
till Dec 14 | All temperatures in degrees Celsius  — Source: India Meteorological Department| Weather office said.

be biting cold like they were
in 2022,” said A Prasad, a sci-
entistat IMD Bengaluru.
The IMD office said they-
've been recording an avera-
ge of 18 and 27.4 degrees Cel-
sius as minimum and maxi-

mum temperatures, respec-
tively, from four of their
stations in the city. Prasad
added that winters in the ge-
ographical region are cha-
racterised by westerndistur-
bances, i.e. storms origina-

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Dec.16, 2023
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ting in the Caspian or Medi-
terraneanseathatbringrain
and snow to the Indian sub-
continent. “Since the distur-
bances are at alow, we aren’t
going to experience a harsh
winter,” he said.



Build early-warning systems

Climate change impacts

Vulnerable populations face higher risks

The frost attackalso shortened the harvest-
ingseason as the quality of remaining fruits
deteriorated, reducing shelf-lifetojusta few
days, and thereby restricting the market.

Just as the farmers were coping with the
loss and hoping to make a recovery in the
wheat crop, an unusually hot March putan
end to such hopes. The wheat kernels did
notripen fully. The citrus flowersin the new
batches of the perennial kinnow plants did
notmatureinto fruits either.

The wheat yield plummeted by around
20%and half of the citrus crop was lost. “Ag-
riculturally the block is the least prone to
risk. Butwithaslighttemperature variation,
itsufferedalossofaboutRs 700 crore,” Ajay
Vir Jakhar, chairman of the Bharat Krishak
Samaj and a resident of the block, wrote in
anarticle.

A shift in weather patterns is the most
visible impact of climate change. Ever-ex-
panding summers, shortening of winters,
mosquitoes in December in Delhi, dengue
outbreaks in Himachal Pradesh, floods in
Rajasthan and short spells of high-intensi-
ty rains like the one that hit Chennai a few

Rising

temps,

rising

troubles
N

Climate-induced
economic damages
per capita are higher
for developing
countries than for
developed countries.

of the world's
greenhouse gas
emissions can be

traced back to 100
companies.

day thesear hanging
weather. However, even though the world
recognises the vulnerability caused by
changing climate, ithas done precious little
sofartoreverse the trend.

The climate summit

One of the objectives of COP28 was to take

stock of the actions that nations have un-

dertaken since the Paris pact of 2015. “The

stocktake recognises the science that indi-
lobal h s

2
to be cut 43% by 2030, compared to 2019
levels, to limit global warming to 1.5°C. But
it notes parties (nations) are off track when
it comes to meeting their Paris Agreement
goals,” the UNFCCC says, at the conclusion
of COP28.

Whilea few announcements on financial

emadeat with
much fanfare, the UNFCCC notes that such
“financial pledges are far short of the tril-
lions eventually needed to support develop-
ing countries with clean energy transitions,
implementing their national climate plans
and adapration efforts.”

Scientists have projected that the guard-
rails of 1.5 degrees or 2 degrees Celsius will
be breached in the foreseeable future if the
world continues on the business-as-usual
pa(h\ ithout i carbx

Februaryrec igh
in India in the past 120 years and according
to the World Meteorological Organisation,
2023 is set to end as the warmest year ever
recorded.

The impact of rising temperatures will
be felt more bylow and middle-income
countries like India, which is the
world’s seventh most climate-vul-
nerable nation. An analysis by
the Council on Energy, Envi-
ronmentand Water suggests
that three out of four dis-
tricts in India are extreme
event hotspots, with 40%
of the districts exhibit-
ing a swapping trend
that is, traditionally
flood-prone areas
are Wﬂ“&ﬂ“g more
frequent and in-
tense droughts and
vice-versa.

India’s average
temperature has in-
creased by around
0.7 degrees Celsius
between 1901 and
2018. In a recent 30-
year period (1986~
2015), temperatures
of the warmest day and
the coldest night of the
year have risen by about
0.63°C and 0.4°C, respec-
tively.

Thesummermonsoon pre-
cipitation (June toSeptember)
has declined by 6% from 1951 to
2015, but there has been a recent
shifttoward more frequentdryspells
(27% higher during 1981-2011 relative
101951-1980) and moreintense wetspells
inthese four months.

As a consequence, storms are becoming

Historically,
countries
are responsible

for over 75%
of emissions.

M

Loss and damage
related to climate
change have cost
vulnerable countries
20% of their GDP in
the last 20 years.

This could cost
developing
countries nearly
$580 billion
by 2030and $1.7
trillion by 2050.

Between 2010
and 2020,
droughts,
floods and

storms killed 15
times as many
people in highly
vulnerable
countries.

Developed countries are falling short of their
nationally determined commitments

Only Norway
and Belarus
areon track
to achieve
their climate
commitments
y 203

m

Countries
behind the
emissions

Target emission reductions

Pledged reductions

36%

 The United States,
Russia, and the EU

areresponsible for

83%

The members of

G20 are responsible

119 Realistically, only 11% of pledged
reductions will be realised, based
on projected emission estimates.

Small island developing
States and least developed

of the overshoot for 80% of the world's | countries combined account
on emission greenhouse gas for only about 2% of global
commitments. emissions. emissions.
Far-reaching impact
0N MoreI lhlan 2| billion 3.4 billion lack
A~ People live inareas access to safely
w that are subject to managed sanitation | BY 2030,
water stress. facilities. climate chani':;ze
Least developed countries and small island developing | countries will
states receive an estimated 20.5% and 3% of climate costnearly
finance respectively, which is not commensurate with | $330 billion
the increasing climate risk that they face. per year.
India's average i il
Impact temperature has risen CIm:gte c?al_'lgte “"!:
inindia by around0.7°Cduring continue to intensify
1901-2018. adverse impacts
#1n 2018, India was the
7th most affected
due to climate change-led
extreme weather events.
= The country witnessed wates Hiran
2,267 fataliuryes, as well availability heaith
as economic losses worth
India may $66,182 million.
lose nearly
10%ofits  * Close to 25% of children
GDPannually [N India experience high Ccrop Animal and
by2100due V€T livestock health
toclimate e The poverty rateis.
ge-  projected torise by 3.5% a
induced i 2040 due to climate
ages. change. -
Inland Damages to
flooding  infrastructure
Damagesto  Damage to
key sectors  ecosystems

Emergency Fund, United
Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change, newsreports.
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when flowers need to bloom. “The changing
weather impacts the coffee cultivationinabig

yyear.
India suffered an economic loss of $ 4.2 bil-

lionin2022d meweather

climatic disasters, most of which were caused

by floods, as per the WMO. An analyslsby the

way

\
loods, cyclones, and heatwaves have in-
tensified, affecting the food, water, and energy
security, resulting in the loss of lives and liveli-
hoods. Domestic mngnuon is hqppemng from

Centre for Science and Ei shows
that India has witnessed an extreme weath-
er disaster almost every day of the first nine
months of this year.

Vulnerable populations

While the poor and the marginalised are the
hardest hit,women and childrenare evenmore
vulnerable to climatic variations.

Kalaburagi-based economist Sangeetha
Kattimani correlates climate changes to the
economic development of north Karnataka,
oneof thestate’s most backward regions. “Six
of the eight Kalyana Karnataka districts have
less than 1% of green cover and five of these
districts are suffering from both floods and
drought,” she says.

She points out that women are the worst
affected as a majority are employed as farm
labourersand any adverseimpacton cropsdue
tofloodsor droughtresultsin lossof earnings.

The impacts on agriculture are visible in
othcr states too.

PICTURE

' h KK, vicepresidentof Karnataka

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Dec.17, 2023
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Growers F says the state has been
witnessing the impact of changing weather
patterns since 2016. The coffee-growing
districts of Kodagu, Hassan and
Chikkamagaluru witnessed
two years of drought
in 2016 and 2017,
followed by three
years of heavy
rains.

“Rain is not
new to us in
WesternGhats.
However, in-
tense spells of
rain in a short
period of time,

which is a recent
p h enomenon,

agric nhem states

thatare facing rainfalld ities
ith arcfacmglncl li

risks due to heavy rains, cyclones and a rising

sea level,” says Roxy Mathew Koll, a climate

scientistattheIndian Institute of Tropical Me-

teorology, Pune.

Coping strategies

Farmersin Rajasthan have adopted innovative
farming methods like “pitcher irrigation” to
combat climate change in the dry lands. They
alsoconstructembankments, water harvesting
structures to capture rainwater and prevent
run-off and soil erosion, besides choosing
crops like pearl millet that are more suited to
the climate.

D Sivananda Pai, former director of the In-
stitute for Climate Change Studies, Kottayam
saysd\c frcquentl ough wcathcralcns resultin

fworkin the fisheriessec-
tor as \\'elI.The coastal communityissuffering
damageto propertiesincluding houses, fishing
boats and equipment due to such weather.

Yet another warning came from Chennai
Jjustafew daysago. “Tropical Cyclone Michung
caused devastating damages as Chennai re-
ceived 500 mm of rain in just 36 hours. Thisis
very much on the higher side. The IPCC mod-
els suggest rainfall associated with tropical
cyclones landfall will increase manifold with
globalwarming,”says M Rajeevan, former Sec-
retary, Ministry of Earth Sciences.

All the impacts seen so far are in response
to the one-degree Celsius rise in global warm-
ing. Thecurrenttrajectory of carbon emissions

p 24 arm
by 2050. This would mean that India \voqld
facy ather

tense, frequent,and cover largerareas. Climate
change has a huge impact on a population’s
physical and mental health and health data is
urger}(ly required to build early warning sys-

aremorein-

cmps The nalw
ral drains are not

equipped to handle
such heavyrain, result-
ingin flooding,” he says.
The show-

p
“Climate models indicate that a changed
monsoon pattern will be more common in
the future, particularly the extreme rains that
cause floods. The COP28 does notshowa glob-
.xl polmcalwnll m acton lhat Asatwodegrees
] in, Indianeeds

ers that used to set in the

first week of June are now
setting in the last week of June
or the first week of July. Monsoon
is withdrawing a month late. There
are intermittent rains till N ber or

to urgently disaster-proof every village and
city,”Koll notes.

(Withinputs from Zulfikar Majid in Jammu
and Kashmir, Rakhee Roytalukdar in Rajast-

December resulting in a short winter season

han, Arjun h in Kerala and Pavan
Kumar Hin Karnataka)



CLIMATE ACTION PLAN

City’sgreenambitions:
trade-ofls and challenges

Activists and experts
weighin on priorities

Yy

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

ith thelaunch of the Bengaluru

Climate Action Plan (BCAP),

Bengaluru became the third
city in the country to draw up an elab-
orate plan to combat climate change.
While the launch of the plan is a wel-
come move, implementation is not as
easy because challenges are aplenty.
Experts pointed out thatthereisaneed
for strong political will coupled with
constant monitoring to ensure the plan
movesin therightdirection.

For a city like Bengaluru, which is a
top runner in economic growth andin-
frastructure development, successful
implementation of the climate action
plan may alsomean prioritising theen-
vironmentovermoney ordevelopment.

“We have to be ready for the trade-
off. Given that the city has always prior-
itised infrastructure development and
economic growth, the plan will not yield
resultsifthestakeholders don’tchange
their priorities,” Harini Nagendra, pro-
fessor, Azim Premji University, told DH.

The challengesare manifold because
BCAPisastatutorydocumentandis not
something thatgovernmentagenciesor
private establishments have to adhere
to. “Recently, there have been wide
discussions over tunnel roads, flyovers,
and many infrastructure projects. All
these projects and the future projects
should be evaluated in the light of cli-
mate change. Unless BCAPis used asa
guiding document to approve any pro-
jects, it will be of not much use,” said
Ashish Verma, Professor, Indian Insti-
tuteof Science (IISc). “Forinstance, the
government approved the Bengaluru
Metropolitan Land Transport Author-
ity (BMLTA) Bill but the authorityisyet
tobecome operational. This should not
continue with BCAP. BMLTA should
soon be made operational and BCAP
should be a guiding document for BM-
LTA,” hesaid.

Echoing Verma’s opinion that the
BCAP is only a statutory document,
JayaDhindaw, Executive Director, Sus-

Actions proposed in BCAP

® Promote green buildings and low-carbon build-
ings with passive and active design strategies

@ Improving public transport ridership through
multimodal integration and demand management

away from private vehicles.

@ Divert waste from landfills by better segregation

of waste at the source

tainable Cities, WRI India, opined that
the success of the plan lies in bringing
together alarge number of private and
public agencies together. “During the
preparation of the document, we had to
consult over 40 government agencies.
If we consider the private agencies, the
number of organistions that have to
come together to implement this plan
is high. Each one of them has to take
ownership and be responsible for its
implementation,” she said.

Harini Nagendra added that it was
the government’s responsibility to
streamline the process. “Many NGOs,
civic society groups, and even corpo-
ratesare trying to fight combat change
in their own way. However, all of it has
to be streamlined and the government
should coordinate with the various
agencies to make this successful,” she
said.

While the plan looks good on paper,
italso setsanambitious target of reach-
ing carbon neutrality by 2050 making
it a finance-intensive project. Moving
towards the use of green energy, tran-
sition to cleaner public transport vehi-
clesand manysuchinitiativesneed huge
amounts of funds, and pooling in this
couldbeabigchallenge pointed out Pro-

© Developing a city-level comprehensive
Health Action Plan for tackling health
risks posed by short-term and long-term
exposures to air pollution.

© Enhance access to safe and reliable
water and sanitation services for all.

© Promote compact development through

DH PHOTO/S K DINESH

Suggestions for
implementation
® Use BCAP as a guiding

document to approve
infrastructure projects

© Plan finances and ear-
mark funds in the budget

© Fix accountability of
stakeholders

® Focus on planned growth

® Form expert committees
tooverlook the ongoing
works in particular sectors

® Engage citizens

e Createa
comprehensive
spatio-tempo-
ral database
pertaining to
climate hazards,
impacts, and
vulnerabilities.

mixed-use, walkable neighbourhoods.

fessor Krishna Raj from the Institute for
Social and Economic Change (ISEC).

“Transition towards netzerocompels
thefinanciallystarved state government
and BBMP to set aside a huge budget
and it also hinges on central grants
both in the short and long-term. Both
the state and BBMP can demonstrate
their political will by announcing a sepa-
rate budgetforcity climateaction. That
apart, the government can also make
use of CSR and economic instruments
suchas carbon creditsand pollution tax-
es to make the plan financially viable,”
he suggested.

That apart, experts also opined that
there is a need to control unplanned
growthin the city,whichisamajor cause
ofmanyofthedisasters. “The Bengalu-
ru climate action plan is supposed to
make Bengaluru more resilient to the
impact of climate change. Two major
problems that Bengaluru faces are
flooding and “urban heat island”. Both
will become worse as global warming
continues unabated. Both problems
can be tackled if the land use pattern
is changed. This requires that we have
more greenery and lakes between dif-
ferent localities. I am not sure how the
Bangalore climate action plan will be

implemented unless there is a mora-
torium on the uncontrolled growth of
Bengaluru,”said Professor J Srinivasan,
Distinguished Scientist at the Divecha
Centre for Climate Change.

Citizen engagement and knowledge
dissemination could also help moni-
tor the implementation of BCAP, said
Preeti Sunderajan,amember of the Cit-
izensfor Sankey, a collective of residents
from Malleswaram, Sadashivanagar,
and Vyalikaval.

“The number of sectors involved is
hugeandno one official canunderstand
the nuances in every sector. Hence, itis
importantthat they constitutean expert
committee that can work with citizens
to monitor the implementation,” she
said.

Changingrain patterns, warmer win-
ters, and extremely high temperatures
during the summer are clear indica-
tions that the city is bearing the stress
of climate change. Expertswhospoketo
thisreporterexpressed concerns about
the implementation of the BCAP and
cautioned the government that there
was a pressing need to take immediate
measures. “It mightnotbe toolate. But
ifwe donotactimmediately,itmightbe
too late,” Verma said.

\

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4B, Dec.17, 2023
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Poor rain sends groundwater
table plummeting in B'luru

It Had Been
Recharged In
Past Decade

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Prolonged dry
spells owing to weak monso-
onsanddismal recharge have
put the groundwater table
across Bengaluru city under
tremendous stress. Scanty
rain, leading to increased re-
liance on groundwater for po-
table purpose and other acti-
vities, has resulted in the
plummeting of the ground-
water table, which had been
recharged in the past decade.

According to data made
available by the minorirriga-
tiondepartment for 2013-2023,
groundwater level in five ta-
luks of Bengaluru Urban dis-
trict witnessed a sharp decli-
ne, ranging from1-4 metres.

While the drop has been
moderate in Bengaluru East,
Yelahanka and Anekal ta-
luks, it’s alarming in South
and North taluks. The gro-
undwater table in Bengaluru
Southwasat13.4min2013and
hassince plummeted to18.7m
—the sharpest fall for any re-
gion here. Bengaluru North
has seen the level dropping
from16.2m to18.2m.

Sources in the Karnataka
Ground Water Authority, un-
der the minor irrigation de-
partment, revealed that the

Yelahanka 457

water table which had recove-
red over the past t3-4 years in
the IT capital has now again
started todrop.

While acknowledging the
shift because of the prevai-
ling drought conditions and
otheractivities, NS Boseraju,
minister for minor irriga-
tion, clarified that the depart-
ment has been successful in
maintaining the groundwa-
ter table across Bengaluru
Eastdespite heavy dependen-
ceonthesame.

“Almost all areas of Beng-
aluru, barring east, are supp-
lied with Cauvery water. But
east is dependent on ground-
water and still we've been ab-
le to maintain the levels. This
is largely due to the KC and
HN valley projects through
which the state government
has been filling up lakes in
theregionandbeyond,” Bose-
rajutold TOIL.

The data showed that the
groundwater level in the five
taluks of Bengaluru Urban,
which was at an average

+ Source:

2017

inor irrigation dept)l * Till November

2018 2019

2020 2021 2022  2023*

depth of 30-35m, had impro-
ved to 15-20m. But the failure
of both southwest and nort-
heastmonsoons,accordingto
the minister, has had the gro-
undwater level plummeting,
especially in Bengaluru So-
uth, where the decline is by
5minjust10 months.

Experts not convinced

Experts, though, are scepti-
cal about the government da-
ta. Ram Prasad, convener of
Friends of Lakes, said, “The
data is difficult to believe gi-
ven the ground reality. Yet, if
the minister is hopeful that
the KCand HN valley projects
are improving the groundwa-
ter table, the state govern-
ment may have to drop the
ideaof building Mekedature-
servoir and spend the same
money on other infrastructu-
re development works.”

The government’s reaso-
ning behind east Bengaluru’s
groundwater table too isn’t
convincing, say experts.

Anjaneya Reddy, conve-

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Dec.18, 2023
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ner of Shashwatha Neerava-
ri Horata Samiti in Bengalu-
ru Rural, Chikkaballapur
and Kolar districts, said, “KC
and HN valley started only a
fewyearsagoandall thelakes
are yet to be filled up. As per
the meteorological data, the
region witnessed heavy rain-
fall in 2019 and 2020, resulting
in floods and overflowing of
lakes, aiding recharge of gro-
undwater.”

Prof TV Ramachandra,
scientist, IISc’s Centre for
Ecological Sciences, expres-
sed concern over the drop in
recharging of Bengaluru’s
groundwater table. “The only
option is to allow percola-
tion/infiltration of rainwa-
ter to recharge groundwater
sources. Due to the unplan-
ned, senseless and irrespon-
sible urbanisation, there is a
more than 1055% increase in
paved surfaces (concrete, bu-
ildings, roads, etc.,) with 88%
reduction in the green cover
and 79% loss of wetlands/la-
kesinthecity.”
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2023 vs 2022: City’s winter
air sees drop in pollutants

Sanika.Athavale
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Breathe easy!
Data from Karnataka State
Pollution Control Board
(KSPCB) for winter this year
showsthat thecity’sair quali-
ty has been slightly better
than 2022. The Air Quality In-
dex (AQI) monitored by
KSPCB every day shows that
so far this winter, the city
hasn’t been affected too se-
verely by the phenomenon of
‘winter inversion’, where
warm air settles below cold
air, trapping pollutants in the
cold atmosphere.

‘Winter inversion’ is a
leading cause for deteriorat-
ed air quality in the country
during the year end. Accord-
ing to a TOI study of KSPCB
data, while transitioning into
winter in 2021, Bengaluru's
air quality standards drop-
ped by almost half in compar-
ison to the lockdown period
inthesame year, but Bengalu-
reans have better air to
breathe in the winter of 2023.

The city’s main pollution
triggers areroad dust and ve-
hicular emissions, while the
main pollutant is particulate
matterof diameterslessthan
2.5 and 10 micrometers. As
per KSPCB’s data, a compari-

POSSIBLE REASONS FOR IMPROVEMENT

® Pre-election road works: Sources at KSPCB said
since 2023 was the year of Karnataka assembly
elections, many constituencies saw quick completion
of road work and pothole-filling

© Metro expansion to Whitefield: PC Ray, member-
secretary at KSPCB, said the expansion of Namma 2
Metro to Whitefield may have contributed to reducing '
vehicular density in the east-west corridor, thereby
helping cut down pollutants

© Attibele tragedy: Ray added that due to the explosion
at the firecracker godown near the Karnataka-Tamil
Nadu border in October 2023, the state government
was firm on cracking down on the use of hazardous
crackers, preventing their production and use

SHIFT CAPTURED IN READINGS

Photo for representation

oo " PM10 S0,
e b Nov2023  Nov2022 %Change Nov2023 Nov2022 % Change %
City Railway Station |  86.6 774 119 112 203 448 |8
Saneguruvanahalli 49.2 448 9.8 44 15 -41.3 §
Hebbal 58.2 77.1 -24.5 15 34 341.2 qé’
Jayanagar | 77.7 816 48 1.7 6.1 918 § 5
Mysuru Road 85.5 117.4 -27.2 5 5.9 -15.3 § 5]
Nimhans | 49.5 68 -27.2 3.7 45 178 |88
Near Central Silk Board 80.6 101.5 -20.6 6.4 5.7 123 ﬁ §
son of November 2022 and PMIl0atmosphericpresence. of these pollutants.

November 2023 shows a drop
of PM10 by 20% near Hebbal,
Mysuru Road, Central Silk
Board and Nimhans. Howev-
er, stations near City railway
station and Saneguruvana-
halli registered a spike in

With the exception of the
stations at Hebbal and Central
Silk Board, that noted a 341.2%
and 12.3% increase in sulphur
dioxidelevels, the othersix sta-
tionsinthecity sawaconsider-
able deduction in the presence

Source: The Times of India, p.3, Dec.20, 2023
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Nitrogen dioxide and car-
bon monoxide, other com-
monly found hazardous pol-
lutants, also saw a significant
decrease in atmospheric lev-
els, except for a few stations
reportingan increase.



Seventeen years of Forest Rights Act: ATREE
brings out resource materials for laypersons

An ATREE team comprising Adivasi youth has been working in several States for the last five years to help forest villages secure their Community Forest Resource Rights

Shilpa Elizabeth
BENGALURU

arlier this week on

October 18, the

landmark  Forest
Rights Act (FRA) enacted
by parliament in 2006
marked its 17 anniversary.

On the occasion, Asho-

ka Trust for Research in
Ecology and The Environ-
ment (ATREE), a Bengalu-
ru-based research institu-
tion, released a bunch of
resources including four
videos on FRA, a docu-
mentary on the team’s
work in Bastar, a webGIS
mapping tool and a tem-
plate for community forest
rights management plan
prepared in collabora-
tion with TISS Mumbai.
The initiative is under
ATREE’s Forests, Gover-
nance and Livelihoods
Programme.
resources draw
upon the institution’s work
in Central India. An ATREE
team comprising Adivasi
youth has been working in
states including Madhya
Pradesh,  Chhattisgarh,
Eastern Maharashtra and
Telangana for the last five
years to help forest villages
in these states secure their
community forest resourc-
esrights (CFR).

Videos for laypersons

“The four videos are
meant to explain to the lay-
person the essence of the
Forest Rights Act (FRA),
why it was introduced and
what it tries to do. Made in
simple language, they t:
get the Hindi heartlan
says Sharachchandra Lele,
senior fellow at ATREE. Mr.
Lele has been leading
ATREE's ‘CFR in Central In-
dia initiative’ He notes
that many people, includ-
ing urban dwellers, don’t
understand the purpose of
FRA which seeks to rectify
the historical injustices
committed to forest com-

munities since the time of
British colonial rule. The
prevalent notion is that the
Actis a political gimmick to
legalise encroachments of
forest land. FRA recognis-
es the forest dweller's
rights over their land and
the community’s rights to
manage and conserve the
forest. Community Forest
Resources Rights and Indi-
vidual Forest Rights form
two integral parts of FRA.

The Community Forest
Resources (CFR) Rights re-
cognise the rights of the
community over the forest
land within village boun-
daries and allows to col-
lect minor forest produce,
use grazing lands and wa-
ter resources, and protect
and regenerate any com-
munity resource.

Highlighting
groundwork

Phulsingh Nag is a 24-year-
old belonging to the Dhur-

b B
Public meeting on Community Forest Resource (CFR) rights oragnised by ATREE team

va Tribe in Bastar. He has
been working with the
ATREE team in Bastar for
more than two years as an
FRA coordinator. Mr. Nag
notes that awareness build-
ing among the villagers has
been a challenge.
“Initially, when we be-
gan the implementation
work, many people did not
believe that Forest Rights
could be granted through
the Gram Sabha for their
traditional forest lands.
However, through a series
of meetings targeting wo-

Hindi sheds light

on such grassroot level

work of the team.
“Villages getting the

CFR title deeds is a ni
outcome of our work in
Bastar, but it has been
achieved through a certain
process of building the ca-
pacity of the local Adivasi
youth. That’s the highlight
of the documentary,” Mr.
Lele explains.

Laxmi Kanth Kashyap
who belongs to the Koya
tribe in Bastar is testimony
to this. Mr. Kashyap who

men, youth, and other for-  speaks Gondi and Halbi
st-d g iti had been work-
in each village, along with  ing independently on the
i i i of FRA

Y

highlighting the implemen-
tation and benefits of FRA,
belief slowly took root.”

The ATREE team has so
far facilitated 56 formal tit-
le deeds that recognise the
CFR rights of the villages in
Bastar.

The documentary in

and PESA prior to his asso-
ciation with ATREE.

Mapping progress

“After joining ATREE, I
have enhanced my capaci-
ty in terms of tools, tech-
nology, and community-
building skills,” he says.

The team has also come
up with a webGIS tool that
would allow one to see the
terrains of a particular vil-
lage as captured by Google
satellite images with admi-
nistrative boundaries over-
laid on top of it. The
ATREE team has also ad-

the
maps. The two depart-
ments also don't talk to
each other. They don’t
know how their area is re-
presented in the other de-

forest department

ded to the map an estimate ~ partments’ maps.

of the CFR area that each

village could get. A template for
ccording to Mr. Lele,

the mapping tool would al-

low policymakers to see
the areas where CFR rights
should be  provided
and how far they are from
reaching the end goal and
put pressure on them for

While states like Maharash-
tra and Odisha have done
significant work in terms of
issuing the CFR title deeds,
Mr. Lele notes that there
has been very little gui-
dance from the central mi-

the implementation of nistry on what happens

FRA. next, although the law re-
It would also enable the  quires them to create a

villagers to see their terrain ~ management plan.

through an ini; i The G of

lens, he notes. Maharashtra notified ‘Gui-
“One of the biggest lacu- ~ delines for CFR Manage-

nae we found was that vil-
lagers have almost never
seen the village maps or

Source: The Hindu, p.9, Dec. 22, 2023
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ment Planning’ in Septem-
ber 2017. These were
drafted with the help of

ATREE and TISS.

“We have now brought
out an updated version
with a wider perspective
based on more feedback
from the ground. The doc-
ument is available in Hindi
and English. The idea is
that activists, NGOs or
even villagers themselves
could read it and figure it
out.”

FRA implementation
In Karnataka the situation
with respect to FRA has re-
mained complicated. Ex-
cept in pockets of southern
Karnataka, awareness is
scarce on community for-
est rights, says Mr. Lele.
“In B.R. Hills, the Soli-
gas got community rights
in 2010. But after that,
there has not been much
progress, be it in Nagar-
hole or Bandipur or other

Back to Contents

such places. In the rest of
the State, there has been
complete apathy due to
lack of knowledge about
these rights.”

In Shimoga, ‘encroach-
ment’ continues to be a
sensitive issue. The Linga-
namakki dam constructed
in 1964 led to displacement
of several people. Many of
them, who did not get any
compensatory land, simp-
ly moved to other parts of
the forest and were later la-
belled as encroachers.

It gets more complicat-
ed in other parts of the
state.

In the Western Ghats
districts for example, some
communities within
es have individual rights
over forests.

“In Kodagu they are
called Bane lands, in
Dakshina Karnataka they
are called Kumki lands, in
Uttara Kannada they are
called Soppinabetta lands.
So, when the village itself is
divided between those
who already hold forest
privileges and those who
don't, it gets complicated.
In such situations when
you say there should be an
application for a communi-
ty right, the question of
which community and
which forest it should be
applied for arises,” says Mr.
Lele.




Health

COVID-19 subvariant JN.I:
Karnataka on high alert

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Following rising COVID-19
cases in the neighbouring
Kerala and a slight increase
in Karnataka, the State is
on a high alert.

State Health Minister Di-
nesh Gundu Rao, who held
a meeting with officials on
Saturday to take stock of
the situation, said the CO-
VID-19 Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC) will meet
on December 19 to discuss
the impact of the new CO-
VID-19 subvariant JN.1, a
descendant of BA.2.86, be-
ing detected in parts of
Kerala. “We have asked the
TAC to discuss and recom-
mend precautionary mea-
sures to be initiated. The
TAC chairman K. Ravi said
that the committee will
meet on December 19,” the
Minister told presspersons
after the meeting.

58 actives cases

“Of the 58 active COVID-19
cases currently in Karnata-
ka, 11 are hospitalised (five
in ward and six in ICU)
while the remaining are in
home isolation. There have
been no deaths reported in
the past two months. Ho-
wever, one death of a 64
year old has been reported

Minister Dinesh Gundurao
addressing the media on the
COVID-19 situation, in
Bengaluru on Saturday.

from a Bengaluru hospital
on December 15. The pa-
tient had multiple comor-
bidities and COVID-19 was
an incidental finding,” the
Minister said.

Asserting that there is
no need to panic or ramp
up cross border surveil-
lance as of now, the Minis-
ter said he had, however,
instructed officials to en-
sure testing of all SARI cas-
es and one in 20 ILI cases
for COVID-19 in all private
and government tertiary
centres including medical
colleges. “All border dis-
tricts have been directed to
be vigilant and ensure
adequate testing and re-
porting,” he said.

Procurement
The Karnataka State Medi-
cal Supplies Corporation

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Dec. 17, 2023
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Ltd. (KSMSCL) has been di-
rected to procure RTPCR
and Rapid Antigen Test
(RAT) kits and other re-
quired consumables to en-
sure adequate supply in all
the government hospitals
for the next three months,
he said.

Following the Centre’s
directions, a mock drill has
been initiated in all the go-
vernment and private hos-
pitals in the State. The ex-
ercise started on Thursday
to take stock of prepared-
ness to address any surge
in COVID-19 cases.

“We are monitoring the
availability of health facili-
ties geographically, bed ca-
pacities, human resource
capacity, referral services,
testing capacities, logistics,
medical oxygen and tele-
medicine services. The
drill will be completed on
December 18 and based on
the findings, any short-
comings will be ad-
dressed,” the Minister said.

“I have also directed the
officials to ensure that sam-
ples of COVID-29 positive
cases with CT value of less
than 25 are sent to BMCRI
for genome sequencing.
This will help us in identi-
fying the prevalent strains
in the community,” he ad-
ded.



NIMHANS to roll out NAMAN
rural mental health programme

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

NIMHANS, in associa-
tion with Ashraya Has-
tha Trust (AHT), signed
an MoU with multiple
stakeholders to imple-
ment a comprehensive
rural mental health pro-
gramme named ‘NA-
MAN’ (NIMHANS-AHT
Comprehensive Mental-
Health-Action-Program
for Rural Communities)
in two taluks in the

country. The pro-
gramme will cater to the
mental health needs of
the entire population in
Munsiyari taluk of Pith-
oragarh district of Utta-
rakhand and Belur taluk
in Hassan district of Kar-
nataka. The programme
plans to follow a lifes-
pan approach, which
would cover the entire
population “from womb
to tomb”.

The national launch
of the programme will

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Dec. 17, 2023

be held on December 18
at NIMHANS. The pro-
posed programme will
be completed within
three years. NIMHANS
will develop the road
map for the overall im-
plementation of the pro-
gramme, and All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences, Rishikesh, will
collaborate with NIM-
HANS as a sub-hub for
its successful implemen-
tation in Uttarakhand,
according to a release.

Blurureportsc

BENGALURU, DHNS

engaluru has reported

Bclose to 10,468 dengue

casesthisyear,according

to the data from the Bruhat

BengaluruMahanagara Palike
(BBMP).

This is the highest in the last

3000 |

three years, sources said. Four ~ soo |

deaths have beenreported this
year in the BBMP limits. While
the number of cases is usually
high during the monsoon sea-
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loset010,468 dengue casesthisyear

process said.
Owingtothelargenumberof
casesbeingrecordedinthecity,
theBBMPhasincreasedsurveil-
lanceand preventive measures.
“Fogging is going on con-
tinuously. Our officials are also
going door-to-door to identify
mosquito breeding spots and
educate people,” B Reddy
Shankar Babu, BBMP Special

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec*

*December: (Up to Dec 10)

Commissioner (Health), told
DH. He added that the surveil-
lance has also been stepped up

sons, theyare supposed tocome
down gradually from Novem-
ber, with the onset of winter.
However, data showed that
thecityhasbeenreporting over
1,000 cases since July. Experts
said that the changes in the
weather could have had an
impact. “Winter does not usu-
allysupportmosquitobreeding.

However, intermittent rains in
November and delay in onset
of winter conditions may have
resultedinanincreasein cases,”
explained DrVandanaG,aBen-
galuru-based general physician.
Senior BBMP officials, how-
ever, said thatincreased surveil-
lanceand monitoringmayhave
helped record more cases.

“Wehaveincreasedmonitor-
ingand asaresult, the number
of cases being reported has
increased. For instance, we
visit the surroundings of every
house that reports a dengue
caseandtestpeoplewithsymp-
toms. This way, we are able to
identify more cases,” a senior
BBMP official monitoring the

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4B, Dec.17, 2023
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tocheckhouseswith backyards
and gardens since they are
common breeding spots for
mosquitoes. “We have beenin-
specting and levying a fine on
those who are not maintaining
their gardens well. They could
easilyturnintomosquito breed-
ing spots and cause diseases,”
he said.
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State to increase COVID-19
testing to 5,000 a day; guidelines
issued for genome sequencing

As many as 44 new cases reported in 24 hours, according to the Health Department bulletin. The Union Ministry

of Health and Family Welfare is scheduled to hold a meeting with all the States today

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he State has decid-
T ed to increase test-
ing and Whole Ge-

nome Sequencing (WGS) of
positive cases, as it gears
up to navigate a possible
COVID-19 upsurge again
due to the JN.1 subvariant
prevalent in the neigh-
bouring State of Kerala.
“Presently, the number
of COVID-19 tests being
conducted in the State is
very low. We have decided
to increase testing to 5,000
a day,” said D. Randeep,
Commissioner of Health
and Family Welfare.
Guidelines issued by the
Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare to all
the States on Monday, re-
commended  “ensuring
adequate testing in all dis-
tricts as per COVID-19 gui-
delines and maintaining
RT PCR and RAT tests ra-
tio”. The Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
is scheduled to hold a
meeting with all the State
governments through a vi-
deo conferencing on Wed-

-
The Health Department has given instructions to all the district and
taluk hospitals to take stock of the situation and be prepared.

FILE PHOTO

nesday morning. The State
government has for one
restarted the daily CO-
VID-19 health bulletin on
Tuesday, which showed 44
new COVID-19 cases were
reported in the State in the
last 24 hours. With 35 pa-
tients discharged in the last
24 hours, there are a total
of 79 active cases in the
State as of Tuesday, the
bulletin said. Since the De-
partment of Health and Fa-
mily Welfare hasn’t re-
leased data of cases
reported during the pre-

vious few days, it is difficult
to say whether there has
been an uptick or not.

However, the bulletin
showed that the State has
only conducted 722 tests —
487 RT PCR tests and 235
RAT tests — in the last 24
hours and 44 tested posi-
tive, with a high positivity
rate of 6.09%.

In the active cases, 62
are in home isolation, 17
cases are admitted to hos-
pital, while six people are
in ICU and 11 are taking
treatment in isolation

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Dec. 20, 2023

COVID update

New cases: 44
Total tests: 722
RT-PCR: 487
RAT: 235

*In the last 24 hours

State govt. advisory

People aged 60 and above,
those with comorbidities,
pregnant women, lactating
mothers, and those with
respiratory symptoms like fever,
cough, cold, and running nose
must wear masks, and avoid
closed and poorly ventilated
spaces and crowded areas.

Positivity rate

beds, stated in the depart-
ment bulletin.

Guidelines

The Karnataka Health and
Family Welfare Depart-
ment issued a circular and
directed the district auth-
orities to conduct Whole
Genome Sequencing
(WGS) in cases such as
symptomatic with interna-
tional travel history, repre-
sentative samples from
clusters or focal outbreaks

with severe morbidity or
mortality. The Health De-
partment has stated in the
circular that the WGS
should be done for serious-
ly sick, hospitalised pa-
tients, SARI cases, pro-
longed hospital admission,
cases of COVID-19 re-infec-
tion, infection of indivi-
duals who have been vacci-
nated with two doses and
COVID-19 deaths.

Meanwhile, BIAL offi-
cials said no precautionary
measures had been taken
in the Bengaluru Interna-
tional airport.

Hospital preparedness
In another circular issued
on Tuesday by the Health
Department has given in-
structions to all the district
and taluk hospitals to take
stock of the situation and
be prepared.

The department has di-
rected district health offi-
cials to check the status of
PSA plants, liquid medical
oxygen plants, ICU ventila-
tors, oxygen cylinders, ox-
ygen concentrators, medi-

State govt. guidelines advise everyone to wear masks
in crowded public spaces that are poorly ventilated

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government gui-
delines for feared CO-
VID-19 surge issued on
Tuesday, advise not only
senior citizens, those with
comorbidities, and those
with COVID-like symptoms
to wear masks in public
places, but also advises
everyone to wear masks in

crowded public spaces
with low ventilation. It also
mandates masks in public
spaces for pregnant wo-
men and lactating
mothers.

“At crowded places, par-
ticularly, if not well-venti-
lated, wearing a mask is ad-
vised. When travelling
overseas, stay vigilant and
adopt relevant travel pre-
cautions, such as wearing

masks at the airport and in-
side aircraft, and avoiding
crowded areas with poor
ventilation,” the guidelines
states. The advisory issued
by Commissioner of Health
and Family Welfare Servic-
es Randeep D. states: “All
elderly (60 years and
above), comorbid (particu-
larly with kidney, heart, liv-
er ailments, etc.), pregnant
women and lactating

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Dec. 20, 2023

mothers, when outdoor,
shall wear face masks, and
strictly  avoid  visiting
closed, poorly ventilated
spaces and  crowded
areas.”

Those with respiratory
symptoms like fever,
cough, cold, and running
nose shall seek medical
consultation early, and,
they should wear face
masks (covering nose and

66

mouth), and avoid visiting
closed, poorly ventilated
spaces, and crowded
areas. The government ad-
visory requests people to
follow good personal hy-
giene, including frequent
hand washing. “When un-
well, stay at home, and mi-
nimise contact with other
people, especially seniors
and those who are
vulnerable.

cal gas pipeline, and
equipment in ICU.
The Health Department

said that given the current
COVID-19 situation, the
emergence of the JN.1 sub-
variant, ongoing winter
conditions, and anticipat-
ed year-end and New Year
festivities, the public is
urged to follow precaution-
ary measures recommend-
ed by the Covid-19 State
Technical Advisory Com-
mittee (TAC).



er two Covid deaths,

to test 1,500 people a

b 4

NAVEEN MENEZES
BENGALURU, DHNS

r I Yhe Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP) has decided to

ramp up Covid-19 tests in the

city following the death of two
people to the disease.

The state government re-
portedly set 1,500 tests a day
both in the BBMP limits and
in Bengaluru Urban, which
would be daunting since those
who tested positive have only
reported minor symptoms.

The latest data shared by
private hospitals with the civ-
ic body shows 59 people have
tested positive for Covid-19
between December1and 19.

In the last four days, more
people have contracted the
sub-variant of the novel coro-
navirus, possibly due to in-
creased testing in private labs
and hospitals. The BBMP is
currently testing 350 to 400
peopleaday.

“As we test more people in
the days to come, the number
of Covid-19 cases will eventu-
allyrise. There is, however, no
need to panic as long as the
patient does not have any co-
morbid conditions.

“As per the reports we re-
ceived from hospitals, the
severity among patients has
been mild,” Bala Sundar,
Chief Health Officer (Public
Health), BBMP, told DH.

So far, the BBMP has re-
ported two suspected Covid-19

deaths, one at a private hospi-
tal on Race Course Road and
the other in Hebbal.

Health officials said two
more are currently being
treated in the Intensive Care
Unit (ICU) at private hospi-
tals as they have comorbid
conditions.

Operational readiness
On Wednesday, the BBMP
heldits first meeting toensure
operational readiness of all
healthcare facilities to handle
any possible Covid surge.

B Reddy Shankar Babu,
Special Commissioner
(Health), BBMP, said 450 lab
technicians, 350 qualified doc-
tors, 2,000 oxygen concen-
trators and other equipment
are ready to tackle any tasks
assigned by the government,
including testing suspected
patients.

‘RAT free of cost’

“We want to do 1,500 rapid
antigen tests (RAT) on a daily
basis, anditwill be free of cost.
But we do not know whether
people who have mild symp-
toms will be willing to take the
test. That’sthe concern,”Babu
said, adding that the tests will
be done in 144 health centers
and 242 Namma clinicsacross
the city.

“There is no immediate
plan to undertake random
testing of people in crowded
places, including inter-state
passengers,” Babu said.

o / 1
Passengers mask up at the KSR railway station

] J

on Wednesday. bH PHOTO/BK JANARDHAN

Battle-ready: Pvt hospitals well
equipped to tackle potential surge

UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
BENGALURU, DHNS

espite the absence of a
Dnotable surge in Covid

cases, private hospitals
in the city are taking pre-emp-
tive measures to address and
manage viral infections.

Whileafew patientsare pre-
senting symptomsresembling
Influenza-Like Illnesses (ILI),
the overall situation remains
controlled.

Dr Govindaiah Yatheesh,
president of PHANA (Private
Hospitalsand Nursing Homes
Association),stated that hospi-
talscontinue toadheretostan-
dard precautionary measures.

“Previously, there were no
cases. Recently, weare encoun-
tering one or two Covid cases
weekly,”he mentioned, stress-
ing that the existing scenario
does not warrant opening of
Covid wards.

He explained that given the
widespread vaccination cover-
age and exposure to the virus

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Dec.21, 2023
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through various Covid waves,
people may possess antibod-
ies, turning the infection intoa
milder manifestationakintoa
common cold, cough, or fever.

“It will be just like any oth-
er cold, cough or fever. Till
now, we have not seen any
patients’ condition
worsen or patients
who need to be
admitted to the
ICU. There is no
surge in cases;
one or two cases
aretricklingin,”he
said.

Symptom severity
Several private hospitals have
established respiratory triage
units within their emergency
rooms, completewithanisola-
tionroom for patients exhibit-
ing Covid symptoms. Testing is
conducted based onsymptom
severity.

Dr Shailesh Shetty, emer-
gency medical consultant
at Aster CMI Hospital, said

BBMP

ay

Date Covid-19 cases
Dec 19 17
Dec 18 13
Dec17 04
Dec 16 05
Dec 15 01

masking is a primary preven-
tive measure. “Regardless of
the flu panel testing for various
viruses, including HINI, Influ-
enza, and Covid, treatment
remains symptom-based,” he
said.
DrRavindra Mehta, Found-
er-Director of VAAYU
Chest and Sleep
Centre and Head
of the Department
of Pulmonology at
Apollo Hospitals,
Bengaluru, noted
that although there
is no distinctive advi-
sory for private hospitals,
they have the necessary infra-
structure and equipment for
testing and treatment.
“Itappearstobeamildinfec-
tion-causing variantsothereis
no reason to panic. However,
in view of the past experience
with the nature of Covid-19,
gearing up on the four aspects
— prevention, infrastructure,
testing, treatment—isthe way
forward,” he said.
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Patients’ reluctance to get tested
tor Covid worries doctors, experts

Resistance more from
youngsters

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

hegovernmentismaking
I efforts to increase Covid
tests in the state to min-
imise spread and detect new
variants. However, officials
from the Health Department
and doctors have expressed
concerns over reluctance
among patients to take tests.
“Given thatitiswinter, there
aremany patients with respira-
tory illness. However, we have
seenthatnotmanyofthemare
open to getting tested and we
cannot force them,” a senior
official from the department
said.

The observation is reflected
inarecentsurvey by LocalCir-
cles,acommunity social media
platform, where close to 74%
of the 2,092 respondents said
they did not take a Covid test
despite having cold, cough,and
other Covid-like symptoms.

A majority of the respon-
dents said they were not con-
vinced how helpful the tests
could beandsaid thatthey “did
notsee any pointin testing”. A
few others said it was inconve-
nient and expensive.

Doctors said the reluctance
was higher among young-
sters. “Elderly and those who
have had a bad Covid experi-
ence in the past are open to

- -
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Commuters, wearing masks, come out of the Kempegowda
Metro Station in Bengaluru on Wednesday. The government

has told senior citizens to wear masks in public places

inthe wake of the Covid scare. bHPHOTO

getting tested. However, many
youngsters have notcome back
with the test report even after
I advised them to get tested,”
said Dr Neha Mishra, Consul-
tant (Infectious Diseases).
Many patients were con-
cerned about the stigma at-

tached to Covid and refused
to get tested. “Many patients
said the aftermath of testing
positive was worrisome. They
did not want to isolate them-
selves and follow protocol.
Also, given that the infections
were mild, there was no sense

offearamong patients,”said Dr
Vandana G, Bengaluru-based
general physician.

Dr Neha said a few patients
were particularly concerned
aboutwork andloss of produc-
tivity. “Testing positive would
mean patients have to stay
away from work,” she said.

Increasing the testing is
crucial to understanding the
spread of infection and iden-
tifying new variants. A few
officials from the department
also suggested that reaching
the target of 5,000 tests a day
might getdifficult now.

“Thereis noreasonto panic.
JN.lisasubvariantof Omicron
virus; other countries have
seen that it spreads rapidly.
Twenty one cases of JN.1 vari-
ant have been detected across
the country,” said Health Min-
ister Dinesh Gundu Rao.

He has told officials to con-
duct more tests in areas bor-
dering Kerala. Heurged people
in crowded places to maskup.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Dec.21, 2023

State records three COVID-19 deathsin a
week; infecting strain yet to be established

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Amid the threat of JN.1, a
new mutant strain of SARS-
CoV-2 circulating in a few
States, Karnataka has re-
corded three deaths in the
last one week. This is after
a gap of over two months.

All three deaths have
been reported in Bengalu-
ru. However, the infecting
strain is yet to be esta-
blished as the Health De-
partment is awaiting ge-
nome sequencing reports
of their samples.

Of the three deaths, a
76-year-old male, who was
hospitalised for SARI (sev-
ere acute respiratory infec-
tions), battled the illness
for three months. He was
admitted to a private hos-
pital on September 12 and
died of aspiration pneumo-
nia on December 17.

The other two — a 64-

A

A roadside vendor selling masks
K. MURALI KUMAR

year-old male and another
44-year-old male — who
had multiple comorbidities
died due to Multiple Organ
Dysfunction  Syndrome
(MODS) on December 15
and December 16
respectively.

The last death was re-
ported on October 7 this
year in the State. An 80-
year-old female resident of

69

Bengaluru, who was diag-
nosed with SARI, had suc-
cumbed to the illness at
her residence. Overall, the
Health Department has re-

corded 40,317 COVID
deaths so far.
92 active cases in State

With 20 new cases report-
ed in the last 24 hours, the
State now has 92 active cas-

es. This is the second high-
est in the country after Ker-
ala. As many as 808
COVID-19 tests have been
done since Tuesday morn-
ing, and the test positivity
rate (TPR) stands at 2.47%.

Health Minister Dinesh
Gundu Rao, who attended
the videoconference con-
vened by Union Health Mi-
nister Mansukh Mandaviya
on Wednesday, said the 64-
year-old resident of Cham-
rajpet was admitted to a
private hospital on Decem-
ber 14 and died the next
day. “He had hyperten-
sion, lung disease, bron-
chial asthma, pulmonary
tuberculosis. He had a
heart failure and went into
a cardiogenic shock. He al-
so had pneumonia, and
COVID-19 was an inciden-
tal finding,” he said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 5
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From Page One

State records three
deaths in last one week

Calling upon people not to panic, the Minister
claimed currently Karnataka is doing the highest
number of COVID-19 tests in the country. While
1,122 tests were done on Tuesday, as many as 808
tests were done on Wednesday. “We have directed
all districts to ramp up testing, especially in the
border districts, and conduct around 5,000 tests
daily from Saturday. As of now the situation is not
alarming in the State,” he said.

“All SARI cases in both government and private
hospitals across the State must compulsorily un-
dergo RT-PCR testing. We will soon issue an advi-
sory on this. Besides, one in 20 ILI patients will al-
so need to undergo RT-PCR testing,” the Minister
said, asserting that the Health Department was
gearing up to handle the situation in the event of a
surge in cases.

During the meeting, the Minister appealed to
the Union Health Minister to provide monetary as-
sistance for the maintenance of ventilators that
were given to Karnataka through PM-CARES
funds. “Also, daily COVID-19 updates are not avail-
able on the ICMR portal due to some technical
glitches. We requested the Union Minister to en-
sure that this information is available,” he said.

Announcing that wearing masks is mandatory
for all health workers in both government and
private hospitals, the Minister said: “Health work-
ers will have greater exposure to the virus. They
should mandatorily wear masks,” he added.

Source: The Hindu, p.1& 5, Dec. 21, 2023
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State to restart vaccination
drive if necessary; Cabinet
sub-committee to be set up

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah announced that Karnataka will not wait for Central supplies of
vaccine for COVID-19, and will procure it on its own

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he Karnataka go-
Tvemment will, if
necessary, restart

COVID-19 vaccination that
has almost come to a
standstill in the last eight
months.

Announcing this after a
meeting on Thursday with
members of the COVID-19
Technical Advisory Com-
mittee (TAC) and officials,
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah said although the
situation in Karnataka is
not alarming as of now, it is
the responsibility of all citi-
zens to follow precautions.

“Three persons have
died in Bengaluru since
December 15, and CO-
VID-19 was not the only
cause of death. They had
multiple  comorbidities,
and COVID-19 was an inci-
dental finding,” he said.

“I have given strict in-
structions to officials to en-
sure that the lapses that oc-
curred in the management
of COVID-19 during the
previous government’s re-
gime should not be repeat-
ed. Oxygen, ventilator
beds, and medical supplies
should be made available
based on requirement. The
Health and Medical Educa-
tion departments should
work in coordination to en-
sure that none of these are
lacking,” he said.

Asserting that Karnata-

44 \

Schoolchildren wearing masks as a precaution during their visit to the Vidhana Soudha, in Bengaluru on

Thursday. pTI

ka will not wait for Central
supplies of vaccine, the
Chief Minister said, “If ne-
cessary, we will take up a
vaccination drive to immu-
nise those who are still un-
vaccinated so that they are
protected from severe dis-
ease. Vaccination may not
prevent infection, but it
will protect the person
from getting a severe form
of the disease. If necessary,
Karnataka will procure
vaccine stocks on its own
without waiting for Central
supplies.”

Mr. Siddaramaiah said a
Cabinet sub-committee is
being set up to monitor the
COVID-19 situation in coor-
dination with the TAC. The
State Cabinet on Thursday
resolved to set up the
committee.

“This Cabinet sub-com-
mittee will look into pro-

curement of the necessary
requirements for combat-
ing the disease, and ensure
that there is no shortage.
The required funds will be
provided. It will also take a
call on whether vaccina-
tion should be provided
free of cost or at subsidised
rates,” he said. replying to
queries.

The Cabinet sub-com-
mittee will visit hospitals
once in two-three days,
and take timely decisions
as and when required for
proper management.

In the event of a surge
and if the situation de-
mands, dedicated hospi-
tals will be identified for
treatment of COVID-19 pa-
tients.

“These dedicated facili-
ties will be fully equipped
to admit, isolate, and treat
COVID-19 patients,” said

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Dec. 22, 2023

the Chief Minister without
specifying whether private
hospitals will also be roped
in.

On private schools re-
portedly making masks
compulsory for students,
the Chief Minister said: “It
is good. The sub-commit-
tee will decide in this re-
gard too in the days to
come in consultation with
the TAC.”

Reiterating that CO-
VID-19 testing will be
ramped up in Karnataka,
Mr. Siddaramaiah said
5,000 tests (3,500 RTPCR
and 1,500 Rapid Antigen
Tests) will be conducted
across the State from Satur-
day.

“Of these, 1,500 will be
in Bengaluru. Border dis-
tricts have been instructed
to conduct more tests,” he
said.

Back to Contents




Gender

Child sex ratio: Data finds sharp
decline in Bengaluru Urban in 2022

Before the COVID-19 pandemic in 2019, the average sex ratio in the State stood at 934; it increased to 947 in 2020 and 2021

:/f/ |

This decline gains significance in the light of the recent unearthing

/

of a sex determination racket across Bengaluru, Mandya, and

Mysuru districts. FILE PHOTO

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

Ithough Chickballa-
Apur has recorded

the lowest child sex
ratio at birth in 2022 at 868
(for every 1,000 males as
per CRS data), it is Benga-
luru Urban (including
BBMP) which has seen the
steepest decline of 25.2%
last year in comparison to
2021. The sex ratio in this
district has dropped from
1,269 in 2021 to 949 in
2022,

Overall, Karnataka has
recorded a decline in the
child sex ratio at birth —
from 947 in 2021 to 929 in
2022. As many as 22 dis-
tricts have recorded a de-
cline in sex ratio of which
at least seven districts have
recorded more than 4%
drop in the same period,

according to Karnataka’s
Civil Registration System
(CRS) data. While the sex
ratio is higher than the
State average of 929 in 16
districts, what is alarming
is that it is less than 900 in
five districts — Chickballa-
pur (868), Mandya (877),
Bagalkote (886), Kalabura-
gi (888) and Bidar (898).

Before the COVID-19
pandemic in 2019, the av-
erage sex ratio in the State
stood at 934 while it in-
creased to 947 in 2020 and
2021.

In 2019, while Bengalu-
ru Urban (including BBMP)
had recorded the highest
sex ratio at 1,715, Bidar had
recorded the lowest sex ra-
tio at 886 followed by Ba-
galkot at 897. In 2020, Ben-
galuru Urban (including
BBMP) continued to record
the highest sex ratio at

Year-wise highest, lowest child sex ratio as per CRS data

State average: 934
Highest in Bengaluru
Urban (including BEMP)
1,715

1,284 while Mandya re-
corded the lowest at 884.
Mysuru, which saw a rise
from 923 in 2019 to 930 in
2020 has sustained the
trend till 2022.

This data gains signifi-
cance in the light of the re-
cent unearthing of a sex
determination racket
across Bengaluru, Mandya,
and Mysuru districts. The
Bengaluru police recently
arrested a doctor and his
lab technician who alleged-
ly performed around 900
illegal abortions in the last
three years. Following this,
the State government has
ordered a CID probe and
has announced the setting
up of a task force to check
female foeticide

State Health Commis-
sioner Randeep D. said the
steep decline in sex ratio in
Bengaluru Urban could be
because this district has a
lot of migratory and float-
ing population. “However,
we are conscious that a
part of the decline could be
on account of female foeti-
cide too and appropriate
measures are being put in
place to check this,” he
said.

Nuclear families
C.M. Lakshmana, profes-
sor at Population Research

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Dec. 16, 2023
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State average: 947

Highest in Bengaluru
Urban (including BBMP)

1,284
Lowest in Bidar: 886 Lowest in Mandya: 884 Lowest in Mandya: 871

1,269

Centre in the Institute for
Social and Economic
Change (ISEC), attributed
the steep decline in the ra-
tio in Bengaluru Urban to
increasing adoption of a
nuclear family concept.
“This is an emerging trend
in urban areas and most fa-
milies would prefer to have
a male child to a female as
the only child. This trend
in urban areas needs furth-
er investigation by demog-
raphers and population
scientists,” he said.

Pointing out that studies
have shown rampant ‘son
preference’ in society,
Prof. Lakshmana, howev-
er, said if sex ratio at birth
is above 1,000 it needs to
be investigated. “CRS data
can have variations and
should be taken only as an
indicator as it is based on
birth registrations,” he
said.

K.S. Vimala, State vice-
president, Janawadi Mahila
Sangathane, said easy ac-
cessibility of scanning
centres in urban areas
could be a reason for the
decline in Bengaluru Ur-
ban. “The highest number
of scanning centres are in
Bengaluru making female
foeticide easy for those
who prefer a male child to
a female,” she said.

State average: 947

Highest in Bengaluru
Urban (including BBMP)

State average: 929
Highest in
Chamarajanagar: 974

Lowest in
Chickballapur: 868

Other factors

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A study published in July in
the International Journal of
Science and Research (I[JSR)
by Suresh L. Chitragar from
MES’s Arts and Commerce
College, Mudalgi in Belaga-
vi revealed the impact of
underlying socio-economic
and cultural factors on the
sex ratio. It discloses an im-
balanced ratio in Karnata-
ka, with a continuous de-
cline from 1901 to 2011,
except for marginal im-
provements, leading to sig-
nificant shortage of females
in urban and rural areas.
“The sex ratio in Karna-
taka improved from 960 in
1991 to 973 in 2011. The
change in sex ratio in indivi-
dual districts, however, is
not uniform, and there is
significant regional varia-
tion. Female literacy has a
positive bearing on the ra-
tio, and states with higher
literacy rate show faster
movement towards gender
parity. Therefore, the high-
er the female literacy rate,
greater the improvement in
the sex ratio for every per-
cent increase in female lite-
racy,” the study found.



IMA’s State unit extends support
to govt. in checking malpractices;
demands inclusion in task force

Association criticises cases of illegal sex determination and female foeticide in Mysuru, Mandya, Hoskote, and Bengaluru

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

ondemning sex de-
C termination and fe-

male foeticide, the
State unit of the Indian
Medical Association (IMA)
has extended its support to
the State government in the
investigation into the sex
determination racket un-
earthed recently across
Bengaluru, Mandya and
Mysuru districts.

IMA State president S.
Srinivasa told The Hindu on
Friday that the medical bo-
dy has 179 branches across
the State and would collab-
orate with the government
in exposing such
malpractices.

“The revelations of ille-
gal sex determination and
female foeticide in Mysuru,
Mandya, Hoskote and Ben-
galuru have exposed wi-
despread malpractices in
the medical field. Such ille-
gal practices are harmful to
society and our medical
profession. IMA Karnataka

BJP supporters led by former Chief Minister DV. Sadananda Gowda protesting near Mehkri Circle on

Saturday against the cases of illegal sex detection of foetuses.SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

State branch strongly con-
demns such illegal, inhu-
man acts and never sup-
ports doctors and other
healthcare workers indulg-
ing in such acts,” he said.
“The fact that such activ-
ities are going on despite
stringent laws currently in
place is worrisome and
highlights the need for con-

stant strict surveillance.
The IMA Karnataka State
unit demands that the go-
vernment should conduct
a thorough investigation in-
to the matter and bring the
culprits to book,” he said.
In a statement, the IMA
State unit has said it fully
supports the work of the
government in identifying

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Dec. 17, 2023
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and prosecuting fake doc-
tors under the KPME Act.
“In fact the IMA Karnataka
branch through its State
Doctors Against Sex Selec-
tion (DASS) Committee is
active in creating aware-
ness among its members
and the society about the
importance of girl child
across the State for

many years,” the statement
said.

“In this regard, we re-
quest the Health Minister
Dinesh Gundu Rao to in-
clude IMA State unit presi-
dent and heads of Karnata-
ka Medical Council (KMC)
and Ayush Council apart
from Vice-Chancellor of Ra-
jiv. Gandhi University of
Health Sciences (RGUHS) in
the proposed government
task force for effective im-
plementation of the
PCPNDT Act,” the state-
ment said.

“Mere strict laws cannot
prevent female foeticide.
We all have to create an en-
vironment where women
are respected by informing
everyone about the fact
that men and women are
equal. There is a need to
create awareness in this di-
rection. We urge the go-
vernment to implement a
stringent law that will pun-
ish the parents, relatives
and agents who come ask-
ing for sex detection,” the
statement added.
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Governance

Veerashaiva Mahasabha urges govt. to
undertake fresh, ‘scientific’ caste census

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

The Akhila Bharatha Vee-
rashaiva Mahasabha, in a
petition signed by many
community leaders includ-
ing Ministers, has urged
the Karnataka government
to undertake a fresh and
“scientific” socio-econom-
ic and educational survey
(caste census) based on
facts, and alleged that the
2015 survey was “factually
inaccurate”.

Claiming that the maha-
sabha is not opposed to
caste census, a delegation
led by its president Shama-
nur Shivashankarappa told
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah here on Friday that
the census conducted in
2015 suffered from lacu-
nae. “There is a need to set
right this problem. That is
why we are appealing to
you to undertake a new
scientific caste survey

\ 4

Community plea: Lingayat leaders submitting a memorandum to
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah in Belagavi on Friday. PK. BADIGER

based on facts,” the peti-
tion submitted to Mr. Sid-
daramaiah said.

The petition was signed
by 33 of the 49 Lingayat le-
gislators. They included
Ministers Eshwar Khandre,
M.B. Patil, and Shivanand
Patil, BJP State president
B)Y. Vijayendra, Basana-
gouda Patil Yatnal, and
Aravind Bellad.

Earlier, Vokkaligara
Sangha also argued that

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Dec. 16, 2023
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there was an undercount
of Vokkaliga community
and demanded that the go-
vernment reject the survey
report and reconduct the
census. The petition of the
sangha was signed by lead-
ers from across parties, in-
cluding Deputy Chief Mi-
nister D.K. Shivakumar
and the former Chief Mi-
nister and JD(S) State presi-
dent H.D. Kumaraswamy.
The mahasabha in its

petition, on Friday, said
that many of its members
had complained that the
enumerators of the caste
census had not ap-
proached their families for
details and that complaints
over the survey being pre-
pared in the office had
been made. “Out of fear of
losing out on the reserva-
tion, many Veerashaiav/
Lingayats had only entered
their sub-caste names. On
the other hand, there are
doubts about the entries
made regarding other
castes. There is no me-
chanism for random test-
ing to ascertain facts. We
do not want to snatch away
any other community’s
rights.” The mahasabha al-
so said that since the sur-
vey report is now eight
years old, it would not be
ideal to accept the caste
survey report and instead a
fresh survey should be
conducted.
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White-collared workers, tax-payers grabbenefits worth crores, shows data

Nearly 1 lakh bogus labour
cards detected in crackdown

SHRUTHI HM SASTRY
BENGALURU, DHNS

early one lakh ‘Karmi-
ka Cards’for thewelfare
of constructionworkers
were issued to ineligible per-
sons in the last three years,
leading to possible leakage
of crores of public money, a
drive taken up by the Labour
Department has revealed.
The department, whichisin
the process of cracking down
on bogus cards, has so far
identified 90,091 such cards
issued between 2020 and
2023. Amajority of them with
white-collared jobs and paying
taxeswere found in possession
of the cards, availing social se-
curity benefits meant for con-
struction workers.
The ‘Karmika Card’ allows
a registered worker with the
Karnataka Building and Oth-
er Construction Workers Wel-
fare Board, toavail social secu-
rity schemes covering health,

v

pension, education of children
and marriage. Though the
rules mandate that a person
should have worked for 90
daysinayearasaconstruction
workerandshould notbeatax
payer, several people in the
tax bracket have also availed
these cardsinabogus manner,
labour officials said.
Accordingtolabour depart-
ment data, there are 32.77
lakh construction workers
registered with the depart-
ment. The Board hasa corpus

Massive misuse
‘Karmika Card’ gives access to social
security schemes covering health, pension,
education of children and marriage

32.77L
construction
workers registered
with the department

" Noofficial
estimate of loss
but § ovt spent

24 crof

workers cess
|n the last three

years

of Rs 6,221
crore. This is the money col-
lected throughal%cesslevied
on builders. While there is no
official estimate of theamount
losttobogus cards, data shows
that the government has spent
Rs4,824 crore of workers’cess
in the last three years for wel-
fare schemes.

Principal Secretary (La-
bour) Mohammed Mohsin
told DH that the problem
had exacerbated during and
post Covid where several

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, Dec.17, 2023

Exercise borders on symbolic;
farmers'issues, irrigation
projects find no echo

PAVAN KUMAR H
HUBBALLI, DHNS

E et another winter session of the leg-
islature ended in Belagavi’s Suvarna
Vidhana Soudha on Friday.
Like it has been in the past, this session
toohad raised highhopes, butdelivered too
little on the ground for North Karnataka

Pe;)ple of Kalyana Karnataka and Kit-
tur Karnataka regions were hoping that

taka for our backwardness,” says Belaga-
vi-based Kannadaactivist Ashok Chandar-
gi. He quesuons the preparedness of the
region’s ML, Ac in rmmg mues of NKand
idence
among residents of villages bordering Ma-
harashtra.

“Maharashtra is providing health in-
surance policies for people in 865 border
wl]ages and towns in Karnataka. Neither

northe gover nment

thoughtitfit d

ighbouring state from the. bly,"he
said. Chandargi said one of the major rea-
sons for starting to hold the wmrcr scssmn

?6,221 crore
Board has a corpus
of Rs 6,221 crore
available

Highest number of bogus cards

26,545
Bidar

25,714
Hubballi

people applied for the cards
to avail government benefits
through Direct Benefit Trans-
fer (DBT). The department
estimated the number of bo-
gus cards to be far more than
whatwasidentified at present.
Officials have takenupadrive
to seize such cards and crimi-
nal caseswillbe slapped where
necessary, he said.

Bidar (26,545) and Hubballi
(25,714) have the highest bo-
gus cards, data shows.

P P Appanna, state presi-

Belagaviwintersession: Abad balance
sheeton resolvmg reglon imbalances

“How will youinstil confidence among the
people if you do not have any border area

pressingissues on

tion, droughtrelief,

the lawmakers would de]lberale and find
&

border disputes wnh Maharashtra irriga-

policy,
There wasa dem;md fr om Ieglslalom of
NK todisc dre-

14 districts.

the 10-day session failed to address the
regional imbalance issues, that is giving
oxygen to the demand for a separate state.

‘Big letdown’

“We were let down by the 96 MLAs from
NK region. There is no need to blame the
elected representatives from south Karna-

projects,
creation of jobs and improving health in-
frastructure in the backward region of the

But political observers and activists say

gionrightfromthe! ﬁrst week of (hesessmn
However, whenth

of the Council onthe Iastdayuf

Belagaviin 2006-07 hold positi
over the region. the winter session of the legislature in Belagavi on Friday. It was a case of too little,
too late as only a few hours of the last few days were set aside in both Houses to
Trustdeficit discuss issues pertaining to North

tight schedule outside the legislature, the
debate was cutshortand only sixmembers
spoke on the subject.

By the own admission of Legislative
Council Chairman Basavaraj Horatti, the

in the last two days, there was low attend-
ance in both the Assembly and the Coun-

cil. Atotal of 42 MLAs took partin the 11.5
hoursof debate in the Assembly.

Debate cutshort
TheC il saw lesser disc NKas

winter: in Belag‘m wasan utter fail-

DH FILE PHOT(

to its problems. The political mudsling-
ing could have taken place in Bengaluru
also,”hesaidand added that day by day, the
quality of debates in the ‘House of Elders’
is deteriorating due to backdoor entry of

dent of Karnataka Pragath-
ipara Kattada Karmikara
Sangha, blamed the officials
for issuing cards in bulk dur-
ing Covid to ineligible people.
“The government announced
ration kits to families during
Covid and channelised mon-
ey through various sources.
To source money through the
Building and Other Construc-
tion Workers Welfare Board,
they registered people ran-
domlyas construction workers
and issued cards,” he alleged.
He also said that those de-
serving were kept away as
they were unable to produce
all the required documents.
For instance, the government
insists on employment certifi-
cate froma builder authorised
byBAI,CREDAI or Karnataka
State Contractors Association.
“In several cases, a person
would have worked for 3-4
days at a site. Who will give
them them employment cer-
tificate?” he sought to know.

3\

Lostopportunity

Prof Razak Ustad, Raichur-based social
worker, said none of the MLAs from NK
had come; prcparcd \virh dam s!arisrics re-
bytheregion. They played tothegalleryby
limiting questions to their taluks.

Razak believes this was an opportunity
for NK MLASs to become regional leaders
by highlighting the nearly 40% vacancies
of teacher posts in NK, malnutrition, farm-
ers'distress,incompleteirrigation projects
suchas Mahadayi, Upper Krishnaand bal-
ancingreservoiracross the Tungabhadra.

Hanumant Yadahalli, a professor at
Karnataka State Akkamahadevi Women's
University, questioned the discrimination
being meted out to North Karnataka.

Emotional subjects

“Whi le thev have touched upon emotional
air-

portsin the state after stalwarts with caste

backing, they haveforgottenabout thereal

issues. Theconstmcnunofshwamoggn and

Vij: edatthe

peoplewithlimited und dingoftheir

ure with regard to the disc

“The MLCstoed lhelrp1rtylmesandd1d
notriseabove petty politics for
mentoftheregion,”hesaid.

‘Political mudslinging’
“I don’t und d what we achieved by

only 5.5 hours of the last day was allocated
for the discussion, with 12 members giving
notice tospeak. Due to the chief minister’s

holding a session at SVS by spending so
much money and efrort over the last 10
i dnotrect lution:

T
While leaders such as B

same time. Whlle flight operations have
started in Shit gga, in Vijayapura, we

Patil Yatnal, Arvind Bellad and Basava-
raj Rayaraddi did raise issues concerning
NK, a majority of the MLAs limited their
quesﬂonsto know howmuch grantswere

df 1

arenowherenearconsn-ucnng(hemnway
ChiefMinister

dayofthesession, madeseveral announce-

ments, including | formation ofa high—level

for of projects
in their consulucnclcs and how many
were fi in their

senior tand
the reasons why regional imbalances con-
ven after spending Rs 32,433 crore

taluks.

over the last several years.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Dec.17, 2023
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Indira Canteens suffer from neglect, simple
interventions can help improve the situation’

Indira Canteens was one of the most popular programmes introduced during the previous Siddaramaiah-led Congress government

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

imple interventions
s can help improve

quality of Indira
Canteens, says Reetika
Khera, economist and
professor at IIT-Delhi. She
was speaking at the
Alternative Law Forum in
Bengaluru on her findings
from studies conducted at
Indira Canteens in
Karnataka and Indira
Rasois in Rajasthan.

“The Indira Canteens
are suffering from neglect.
They have been scaled
down in some places
where they are not serving
all meals,” Ms. Khera
pointed out. She also
noted that the lack of
variety on the menu was
also a pretty serious issue.

‘What can be done?
“There’s a whole range of
very simple interventions
that can take it much
forward. For example,
boiled eggs as an optional
item for those who want to
top up their meal and
make it more nutritious.
Providing ragi for a meal is

Indira canteen, near Askok pillar in Jayanagar.

another option. They can
also go one step further
and offer non-vegetarian
dishes like chicken,” she
said drawing from
examples like the ‘Popular
Restaurant Programme* in
Brazil where nutritious
meal including fish are
provided for nominal
prices. While Indira
Canteens was one of the
most popular programmes
introduced during the
previous Siddaramaiah-led
Congress government, the
eateries fell victim to
political changes and

negligence after the BJP
government came into
power.

Although the revival of
the canteens was much
anticipated after Congress
came back to power again
earlier this year, it seems
to have been put in the
backburner for now.

Location an issue
Ms. Khera pointed out that
the location of the Indira
Canteens also contribute
to the issue.

“The Indira Canteens
are pleasant spaces to eat

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Dec. 18, 2023

People having food in Indira canteen at K.R. market bus stand.

While under 200
meals were served in
Indira Canteens per
day, the number is
much higher in
Rajasthan

at, whereas in Rajasthan
they are located at
strategic locations such as
near hospitals or bus
stands which are heavily
crowded,” she noted.

“In Rajasthan they have
put a lot of thought into
where to locate the
canteens. Whereas here

since they were looking
for nice spaces often the
canteens are located just
off a busy road and people
don’t know it is there. I
think that affects the
footfall at these canteens,”
she added. Decentralised
model

While under 200 meals
were served in Indira
Canteens per day, the
number is much higher in
Rajasthan. Ms. Khera also
noted that the Indira
Rasois are fairly spread
out, whereas in Karnataka
majority of them are

concentrated in Bengaluru
and only a few are located
in other places.

Ms. Khera’s suggestions
also included moving from
a centralised cooking
model to a decentralised
one.

“The food becomes
cold by the time it reaches
from the kitchen to the
canteens and there is no
facility for reheating. The
decentralised model is
also less transparent,” she
said. While she
highlighted that a very few
women customers visited
the canteens, she
acknowledged that the
community kitchens have
a gender dimension which
is not very apparent. The
burden of cooking in most
homes falls on the
women.

Community kitchens, in
a sense, ease this when
men choose to eat at the
canteens. It also plays a
role in financial
empowerment and
self-reliance of women as
many workers employed
at these kitchens are
women, Ms Khera pointed
out.
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Palike to make ‘digitised’
property record public in March

5,100 handwritten
registers will be
scanned for over

20 lakh properties

ey

NAVEEN MENEZES
BENGALURU DHNS

or the first time, the
FBruhat Bengaluru Ma-

hanagara Palike has un-
dertaken the critical task of
digitising property records,
specifically ‘A’ and ‘B’ khata
certificates, all in one go.

Since this new endeavour
involves entering key details
of private propertiesinto the
BBMP’s recently developed
software, the civic body has
decided tomakethe ‘digitised
propertyrecords’available to
the public for raising objec-
tions once the entire process
is complete.

What the civic body aims
to achieve in the next three
months is similar to the Rev-
enue Department’s Bhoomi
project, which digitised the
manual Record of Rights,
Tenancy, and Crops (RTC)
nearly two decades ago.

In the case of the BBMP,
this undertaking involves
scanning and digitising as
many as 5,100 handwritten
registers, containing khata

details for over 20 lakh prop-
erties. This task is extensive,
with each property register
featuring up to 25 columns
for each khata (or property),
including information such
as the owner’s name, proper-
ty type, location, and more.
The entire process of en-
tering property details into
the software will be out-
sourced to a private agency.

Multiple concerns arise
As the entire digitisation
process is expected to oc-
cur within the BBMP offices
across its eight zones, some
citizens have expressed a de-
sire to understand the tech-
nology used and the proce-
dures followed.

The first concern is the
potential for manipulating
the software to alter khata
records. The second worry is
the absence of involvement
of property owners whose
records are being digitised.

“While digitisation can
help in searching records,
saving space and analysing
data easily, it also has several
disadvantages,” Rajan R, a

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Dec.18, 2023
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resident of Girinath and an
open data activist told DH.
“The software needs to have
auditlogs forrecording a trail
of changeswithin the system
to detect tampering. It it is
important to identify each
propertyrecord byatag num-
ber. Ifnot, the entire exercise
will be equal to garbage.”

During the conversation,
he suggested that the BBMP
should make the entire pro-
cess public so that property
owners can raise objections
if the data entered into the
system is incorrect.

Rajan, with a background
in law and information tech-
nology, explained, “Given
that land records are highly
sensitive, the BBMP cannot
afford to make errors.”

Munish Moudgil, Special
Commissioner (Revenue),
BBMP, confirmed that the
civic body is ready to make
khata details public once the
digitisation process is com-
pleted. “Wehope to complete
the work by March next year.
During this period, 100%
of the digitised data will be
proofread by officers at dif-
ferent levels. On top of this,
the property owners, too,
will be given a certain period
of time to raise objections,”
Moudgil said.

He emphasised the crit-
ical nature of this exer-
cise, as the BBMP strives
to offer all khata-related
services online.



People face delay in
getting DLs and RCs

Transport Department officials say primary cause is the unavailability of

chips essential for the smart cards

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

eople have been ex-
P periencing delays
in obtaining their

driving licences (DL) and
registration  certificates
(RC) from the Transport
Department owing to is-
sues in the supply of smart
cards with chips from the
vendor contracted for the
same.

Partha Jain, a resident of
Rajajainagar, shared his ex-
perience, stating that he
underwent the driving test
a month ago but has not
yet received his DL. Ac-
cording to him, the Yesh-
wanthpur RTO told him
that in another week he
will receive the DL, attri-
buting the delay to issues
with the supply of smart
cards.

Prajwal Kumar, a resi-
dent of Bilekahalli on Ban-
nerghatta Road, has en-
countered a  similar
problem at the Electronics
City RTO while applying
for the RC for his new car.

Transport Department
officials said that the prim-
ary cause for the vendor’s
failure to supply RC and DL
smart cards is the unavaila-
bility of chips essential for
these cards.

An official said, “The
vendor is required to pro-
vide the smart cards, but is
facing challenges in obtain-
ing the necessary chips.”

In Karnataka, an ap-
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Then Chief Mmlster B.S. Yediyurappa launching the smart-card format
for driving licences and registration certificates in 2009. FILE PHOTO

proximate average of
5,000 people register vehi-
cles and 4,000 people un-
dergo driving tests daily.
The Transport Depart-
ment aims to issue smart
cards for these individuals
within a 10-day period.

“It is true that there is
an issue owing to the un-
availability of chips. We are
already in the process of
resolving this issue and
aim to issue the smart
cards within two days to in-
dividuals who have applied
for DLs and RCs,” said
Transport Minister Ramal-
inga Reddy.

The transition to the
smart-card format for DLs
and RCs commenced in
20009.

Meanwhile, the depart-
ment is planning to imple-
ment new age smart cards
that incorporate not only
chips but also QR codes
starting from the upcom-
ing year.

According to officials,
the proposed cards will
comply with the specifica-
tions outlined by the Minis-
try of Road Transport and
Highways fostering consis-
tency in issuance across
the country.
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Gods set to get

their own land

in Karnataka

Govt To Fast-Track
Regn Of Properties
Of 34,563 Temples

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Crazy as it may
sound, gods in Karnatakaare
set to ‘get’ richer - and faster!
If that’s in a lighter vein,
then here’s the business-end
of thedeal: The state govern-
ment has decided to fast-
track registration of all im-
movable properties — pri-
marily land — worth several
crores of rupees belonging
to 34,563 temples across the
state in the name of their re-
spective presiding deities.
The move is aimed at en-
ding misuse of temple land
and property by individuals
and overcoming feuds over
ownership ambiguities.
According to the state’s
muzraidepartment, in Benga-

PRESIDING DEITIES

» Karnataka to fast-track
land registration in the name
of presiding deities in 34,563
temples across the state

» Bengaluru Rural district
records 156 such registrations
in the past six months

» In 2021, the state decided
to register all surveyed and
demarcated immovable assets
in the name of gods to end
individuals’ control on temples

Iuru alone, documentation of
properties belonging to 10 ma-
jor temples has been taken up.
In the last six months, Benga-
Iuru Rural district has seen
the highest number of regi-
strations, with 156 properties
belonging to various temples
registered in the name of the-
ir presiding gods. This is follo-
wed by Chikkaballapura,
where 150 temple property re-
gistrations have taken place.

» Absolute ownership, P 2

Continued....




Min: Absolute ownership of
properties lies with govt

» Continued from page 1

: akshina Kannada (88),
D Chamarajanagar (84),
: and Tumakuru(82)are
next. In 2020, detailed survey
and digitisation of temple
records were ordered to con-
solidate multi-crore rupees
worth of immovable proper-
ties belonging to thousands
of temples across the state.

Additionally, the state
government, in 2021, had de-
cided toregisterall surveyed
and demarcated immovable
properties in the name of
gods, thereby ending unilat-
eral control of a few individ-
uals over templeriches.

Acknowledging the reg-
istration process, muzrai
minister Ramalinga Reddy
told TOI that the absolute
ownership over these prop-
erties now lies with the state
government.

Reddy further said since
time immemorial, several
kingdoms and rulers had
granted vast tracts of land to
various temples and their

value currently runs into
thousands of crores.
“Temple properties and
land were either leased out
to individuals unilaterally
for a very small amount or
givenfree of cost. Asaresult,
temples were deprived of
crucial income. The govern-
ment wanted to preventsuch

misuse of wealth...,” the
minister explained.
Senior BJP MLC N Ravi-

kKumar said: “In Bengaluru
alone, properties worth sev-
eral crores of rupees in Ko-
ramangala and near Big Ba-
nyan tree have been en-
croached by individuals as
the properties are with tem-
ple trusts. Land, property be-
longing to temples shall be
registered inthe name of the
presiding deity like the way
property belonging to Mas-
jids are handled by the Wakf
Board. Once a wakf proper-
ty will always be a wakf
property. Nobody can alien-
ate it. We want the same sys-
tem for consolidation of tem-
ple properties.”

Source: The Times of India, p.1& 2, Dec.20, 2023
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Rising cybercrimes, drug menace, traffic
enforcement: 3 key challenges for city police

“REWIND
N 2023 I

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Cybercrime, drug menace,
and traffic enforcement re-
mained the three big chal-
lenges for the Bengaluru ci-
ty police in 2023. “We have
initiated several measures
and the use of technology
is key to battling all the
three key challenges,” said
Police Commissioner B.
Dayananda.

Exponential growth
The city, which registered
over 9,000 cases of cyber-
crimes in all of 2022, as per
the recently released data
from the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB),
saw over 16,000 cases till
the end of November in
2023. While the city police
claim it reports the highest
number of cybercrime cas-
es due to it being the IT
capital of the country, it
doesn’t seem to hold much
water as  Hyderabad,
another IT hub reports the
least number of cyber-
crime cases among all the
metro cities in the country.
City police also argue that
reporting and registration
of cases is best in the city,
and many cases go unre-
ported elsewhere.

The growing load of

This year saw the traffic police adopt innovative means to collect

s =M

pending enforcement fines that had ballooned to nearly

3500 crore. SUDHAKAR JAIN

The police have taken up a campaign with all schools and colleges
in the city and have begun appointing student volunteers as police
marshals, who will in turn create awareness about drug abuse,
addiction, and its health and legal repercussions. FILE PHOTO

cyber crime cases in the ci-
ty has been so huge that
the city police started six
dedicated Cybercrime,
Economic Offences and
Narcotics (CEN) police sta-
tions in recent years, in ad-
dition to the one station
that was there for many
years now. However, the
load in 2023 became so
huge that the dedicated
CEN stations could not
handle it any longer and
Commissioner Mr. Daya-
nanda had to ask all police
stations in the city to start
registering cybercrime cas-
es. “There has been expo-

nential growth in the num-
ber of cybercrime
registration after we start-
ed registering cyber crimes
in local police stations
apart from CEN police sta-
tions. This shows how wi-
despread cybercrimes are
currently. We are also fo-
cusing on capacity build-
ing by training staff of local
police stations in handling
cybercrimes and are also
providing the required
tools and technologies,” he
said.

Campaign

“Drug menace has

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Dec. 20, 2023
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emerged as a multi-headed
hydra and spreading its
tentacles in the society at
all levels. Easy availability
and easy acceptability
have made drugs fashiona-
ble with the younger gen-
eration. We have adopted a
two-pronged approach —
going after drug peddlers
and disrupting the supply
chain on the one hand and
trying to create awareness
among all sections of the
society against drugs,” said
Mr. Dayananda.

The City Police have ta-
ken up a campaign with all
schools and colleges in the
city and have begun even
appointing student volun-
teers as police marshals,
who will in turn create
awareness about drug
abuse, addiction and its
health and legal repercus-
sions among their peers.
There have been several in-
stances where these volun-
teers have also helped pol-
ice crack down on drug
peddling on campuses.

50% rebate

This year saw Bengaluru
City Traffic Police adopt in-
novative means to collect
pending enforcement fines
that had ballooned to near-
ly ¥500 crore. Lok Adalat
provided two windows for
vehicle owners to pay up
pending fines with a 50%
rebate. 2.92 lakh cases
were settled and ¥9.24
crore was collected during

July- September period.

As the enforcement of
traffic norms went more
online and through came-
ras, motorists adopted in-
novative ways to escape
being caught. Many cases
where the number plates
were wrong, or partially
hidden were uncovered
this year. The BTP is yet to
come up with an effective
way to counter this.

Police in crime

Another disturbing trend
that marked the year was
that at least seven police of-
ficials from the city were
booked for their involve-
ment in various crimes.

In November, Odisha
Police arrested a Jigani pol-
ice personnel with 17.5 kg
of ganja and in August, Ker-
ala Police arrested four
personnel from Whitefield
CEN Police Station for al-
legedly extorting I3 lakh
from an accused in a cyber-
crime case. A police con-
stable was arrested for bur-
glary after duty hours. In
the latest case, last week of
November, the inspector of
Byatarayanapura  police
was booked for robbing a
businessman of ¥75 lakh
and in March earlier this
year, a sub-inspector and
two constables of Maratha-
halli Police were booked
for extortion and illegal
confinement. These cases
have dented the image of
the Bengaluru City Police.



Congress in a bind over caste census

Govt. bides its time as dominant communities unite to oppose the census report

STATE OF PLAY

Sharath S. Srivatsa
sharath.srivatsa@thehindu.co.in

he Congress in Karna-
T taka seems to be in a

bind over the socio-
economic and educational
survey (caste census) conduct-
ed in 2015. Powerful caste lob-
bies within the party are at
work ahead of the Lok Sabha
election year, building pres-
sure on the government not to
accept the report.

While the party nationally
has announced it will under-
take a caste census to study
the status of Backward Classes
if voted to power in 2024, it is
struggling in Karnataka where
the census was conducted
during the earlier Congress
government more than eight
summers ago and the report is
yet to see the light of day.

Over the past few weeks, as
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah,
the most popular OBC leader
in the State, repeatedly said
that his government would ac-
cept the census report, the po-
werful land-owning Vokkaliga
and Veershaiava/Lingayat
communities brought togeth-
er their leaders from across
the political spectrum on a
common platform to oppose
the “unscientific” census.
They include powerful Minis-
ters who will be part of the Ca-
binet that will decide on the
fate of the report.

Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar and other Vokka-
liga Ministers signed a petition
against the report in Novem-
ber, pointing to fissures in the
party over the issue. Last
week, the Veerashaiva-Lin-
gayats followed it up by urging
the government to junk the re-
port in favour of a fresh sur-
vey. The petition was signed
by several politicians , includ-
ing M.B. Patil, who is identi-

KARNATAKA

fied
camp.

Acceptance of the caste
census report was also the
party’s promise for the 2023
Assembly elections. However,
the party is said to be evaluat-
ing the impact of such a move.
For, the powerful communi-
ties —based on the leaked data
— believe that their population
figures have decreased from
the perceived numbers. The
issue has brought the two pol-
itically strong communities —
and their community organi-
sations — contending for pow-
er together on a common
ground after over three de-
cades. Interestingly, the two
dominant communities are al-
so part of the Backward Class-
es reservation matrix in the
State for public employment
and education.

The political heat in the
State over the report has in-
creased after the Bihar go-
vernment published its caste
census, with several organisa-
tions representing Backward
Classes urging the Congress
government to honour its pro-
mise. The issue particularly
flared up in recent weeks as K.
Jayaprakash Hegde’s tenure as
the Chairman of the Karnata-
ka State Commission for Back-
ward Classes came to an end

in the Siddaramaiah

in November. Amidst specula-
tion that he could submit the
report soon, the government
extended his tenure till the
end of January 2024 to enable
him to complete the report.

Mr. Hedge’s team is writing
a fresh report based on the da-
ta collected by his predeces-
sor, H. Kantharaj, in 2015. The
earlier report could not be
submitted to the government
as the member secretary did
not sign it, and later Chief Mi-
nisters H.D. Kumaraswamy (a
Vokkaliga), and B.S. Yediyu-
rappa and Basavaraj Bommai
(Lingayats) were accused of
not being interested in accept-
ing it.

Those in favour of the re-
port say that the survey will
shed light on the socio-eco-
nomic and educational status
of each community, along
with the benefits accrued
from reservation in public em-
ployment and education.
They argue that the communi-
ties opposed to the report do
not want the correct status to
be revealed as they fear ero-
sion of their importance in
State politics. Kantharaj Com-
mission members, on their
part, hold that the census was
conducted scientifically.

The Chief Minister, who is
seen pushing for the accep-
tance of the report as the find-
ings could further consolidate
him as a champion of Back-
ward Classes, has been vocal
in asking leaders of the two
communities to wait till the re-
port is submitted before ac-
tually commenting on it.

As the two dominant com-
munities try to prevail upon
the government against ac-
cepting the survey report,
more than 250 Most Backward
Class communities, which
have limited political capital
and have not benefited from
the OBC reservation in three
decades, continue to await the
survey findings.

Source: The Hindu, p.11, Dec. 21, 2023
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Roadmap to relief: IISc’s data
magic to transform city traffic

BENGALURU, DHNS

engaluru Traffic Police
B(BTP) and the Indian In-
stitute of Science (IISc)
inked a Memorandum of Un-

derstanding (MoU) on Mon-
day for a collaborative effort to

developadata-centricstrategy |

to address traffic congestion,
enhanceroadsafety,and tackle
mobility challenges in the city.

Under the collaboration,
researchers from IISc’s
Centre for Infrastructure,
Sustainable Transportation
and Urban Planning (CiST-
UP) will harness sensor data
from CCTV and Intelligent
Traffic Management System
(ITMS) cameras, along with
other sources. This data will
be fed into an artificial intelli-
gence-driven model designed
topredict congestionalong the
city’s traffic corridors.

“We are trying to make a
map of all the cameras to ob-
taindifferent types of dataand
analyse congestion along cor-
ridors and not just junctions
in the city,” Professor Vijay
Kovvali, Research Professor
at CiSTUP, told DH.

“We have abase transporta-
tion model now and are trying
to build a model based on how
peopletravelin the city. But our
first step is to understand the
dataat hand and identify what
other sources of data we would
need,” he further added.

While predicting outcomes
is challenging due to the dy-
namic nature of city traffic,
Professor Kovvali expects to
come up with workable rec-
ommendations within the
nextyear.

Hesaid: “With time, we want
to look at overall mobility and
road safetyand try out multiple
thought processes to experi-
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A smart signal ystem on MG Road. The Directorate of

Urban Land Transport (DULT) is installing smart signals
at 28 junctions in the city with funds from the Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA). DH PHOTO/PUSHKAR V

ment with existing data. How-
ever, this is not a silver bullet
situation, so we hope to build
a continuous process and not
justaone-time solution.”
Bengaluru generates near-
ly 30 petabytes of traffic data
monthly, largely untapped,
said MN Anucheth, Joint Com-
missioner of Police (Traffic).
Regular insights derived from
this data will be shared with
traffic police. empowering

them to implement effective
interventions.

“They will use the data
points that we share to formu-
late plansand policies to rectify
accident blackspots, ease con-
gestionand enable better road
safetyand trafficmanagement
inthe city,” Anucheth stated.

TheMoU alsooutlines provi-
sions for IISc expertstoprovide
training and capacity-building
sessions for BTP officers.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, Dec.16, 2023
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B’'luru & Mumbai see most
steep rental hikes: Report

WHAT BENGALUREANS WANT

Yashaswini.Sri@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Risingrentals is
an oft-heard complaint in
Bengaluru and 2023 was no
different, a realty portal’s re-
port has confirmed. Bengalu-
ru, along with Mumbai, saw
thehighestincidenceof steep
rise in rentals. The two cities
saw 7% of their cohort of
landlords increasing rents by
30% and above, according to
NoBroker’s Real Estate Re-
port2023.

The report also unravel-
led the cause and effect of
high rentals in Bengaluru:
52% of the surveyed land-
lords were found torely solely
on rental income, while 42%
of Bengalureans were plan-
ning to buy properties becau-
se of high rentals in the city.
With new Metro corridors co-
mingup in thecity, thereisan
increase in demand for hou-
sesalong these corridors.

Ontherental surge across
the city, Saurabh Garg, co-fo-
under and chief business offi-
cer, NoBroker, said that du-
ring the Covid-19 pandemic,
stoppage of realty projects af-
fected the supply of residenti-
al properties. “With more pe-
opleenteringthecity, andless
spaces available, rents have
goneupinBengaluru.In2023,
the Indian real estate sector
witnessed robust growth in
terms of increasing demand

84 %™

O/ preferaplace close st
84 /Oto their workplace "am

30%inproperty

because of rental hike

5 50/ check for vaastu
O before renting house

Popular areas WHERE HOMEBUYERS PURCHASE PROPERTY
torenta Best-performing Worst-performing
house micro-markets (2023) micro-markets (2023)
o Varthur Hebbal MEFIELZ | Kalyan Nagar 0%
o Electronics Varthur IEPZYA Basavangudi | 1%
City Phase 1 Bellandur MEWIEZ Kumaraswamy
Layout 11%
® Haralur Electronics T
e Chikkanahallj| ©1ty Phase 1 RT Nagar 12%
o Whitefield Nelamangala BEEELZ Akshayanagar §2%
Source: NoBroker's Real Estate Regort 2023

for property buying, surging
rentals, and soaring property
prices, especially in Bengalu-
ru,” he said, adding that the
gap between demand and
supply will eventually reduce
and result in controlled price
appreciationandrental surge.
Within the metro cities,
more and more buyers are
gravitating towards buying a
flat/house in a gated commu-
nity. However, in Bengaluru,
63% of those surveyed said
they were more inclined to
buy an individual house.

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Dec 16, 2023
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“North Bengaluruhasunder-
gone a remarkable transfor-
mation, emerging as a thri-
ving hub of real estate deve-
lopment. The area has experi-
enced significant growth,
thanks to substantial govern-
ment initiatives aimed at fos-
tering its overall develop-
ment. The Karnataka Indust-
rial Areas Development Bo-
ard has played a pivotal role,
contributing to the establish-
ment and growth of industri-
alzones, particularly in Baga-
lurarea,” thereport stated.



‘Lower-than-expected”:
Metro’s average daily
to reach 7 lakh

ridership yet

BMRCL earned
Rs 51.22 crorein
farerevenue
in November

Yy

BENGALURU, DHNS

etro trainsin Bengalu-
ru ferried 6,64,048
lakh passengers per

day on average in November,
significantlylower than the ex-
pected targetof 7-7.5lakhafter
the Purple Line fully openedin
October.

When the 1.8-km Baiyapan-
ahalli-KR Pura and the 2.1-km
Kengeri-Challaghatta sections
of the Purple Line opened on
October 9, authorities had
hoped that average daily rid-
ershipwould riseto 7-7.5lakh.
This wasn’t misplaced.

The Baiyappanahalli-KR
Pura section was of crucial im-
portance because it connect-
ed the standalone Whitefield
line to the rest of the metro
network. With the opening of
these two small sections, the
Purple Line became 44-km
long, connecting Challaghatta
in the west to Whitefield (Ka-
dugodi)inthe east.

On arae, metro trains ferri oly 6.64 lakh pasngers

L

»~

per day in November. bH FILE PHOTO

Before that, the metro’s
average daily ridership was
6.2 lakh. In October, this fig-
ure rose to 6,40,441 as a total
of 1,98,53,691 passengers trav-
elled by the metro that month.
October 9 saw the highest rid-
ershipat 7,66,380.

Officials and public trans-
port activists hoped that aver-
age dailyridership would easily
cross 7 lakh in November, the
first full month since the last
two sections opened.

However, the November
ridership data shows that av-
erage daily numbers rose by
justabout 25,000.

Namma Metro earned
Rs 51.22 crore in fare revenue
in November. The highest
single-day fare revenue was
Rs 2.08 crore on November 2,
as per the data.

While Bangalore Metro Rail
Corporation Limited (BM-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4D, Dec.17, 2023
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RCL) hasn’t yet commented
on the lower-than-expected
average daily ridership, many
commutersattributed it tothe
Deepavali holidays in Novem-
ber, when a large number of
people moved out of the city.

Some commuters couldn’t
believe the numbers and point-
ed to the overcrowded trains,
especially during morning and
evening rush hours.

The BMRCL has dedicated
33 six-coach trainsets for the
Purple Line and even runs
Green Line trains on the cor-
ridor to clear the rush.

The BMRCL cannot deploy
moretrains onthe Purple Line
until late 2024 whenit expects
to receive new coaches from
China’s CRRC Nanjing Puzhen
CoLtd. The Chinese company
is making the coaches in Ben-
gal in partnership with Tit-
agargh Wagons Limited.



2023 deadliest for Bengaluru
road usersin13 years

UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
BENGALURU, DHNS

n average of 75 people

A wereKkilled on Bengaluru

oads every month this

year, making it the deadliest in

13 years. A total of 823 people

lost their livesin 794 accidents

in 2023 (until November), the

most due to road crashes in a
single year since 2011.

Previously, 2016 saw the
highest figures at 754 fatal
road crashes and 793 victims.
The numbers for 2023 are
markedly higher than 2011’s
727 fatal crashes that killed
757 people.

Overall, however, the city
recorded 4,499 road crashes
until November this year, a
marked fall from 7,506 crash-
es in 2016, the highest figure
recordedin 13 years.

The decline in overall num-
bers does not provide much of
areliefastherisingfatalityrate
indicates that more and more
road crashesare provingdead-
ly. Over 17% of all road crashes
in 2023 were fatal while only a
little over 10% of allroad crash-
esin 2016 were fatal.

Areas lying outside of the
central business district (CBD)
saw the most fatal crashes, with
Yelahanka traffic police station
limitsrecording 54 fatal crash-

Deadliest years
since 2011

| 740
2012 | 760

l 754
201° 753

| 744
“O1° 756

I 1751
e

2023|794
(itinov) | 523

B Victims

[ IFatal crashes

eswith 59 victims.

In the CBD, these figures
are in single digits or do not
exceed 20 due to high vehicle
density on all roads, say traffic
police. The higher number on
the outskirts is due tothelower
vehicular density.

“The city is expanding so
more accidents occur in these
extension areas where the ve-
hicle densityis low and vehicle
speeds are much higher. Safe-
ty measures are also lacking
in many of these areas,” M N
Anucheth, Joint Commission-
er of Police (Traffic), told DH.
» Accidents, Page 4

Continued....

90



2023 deadliest for B'lururoad usersin 13 years

Accidents, from Page 1

Police are identifying and
rectifying blackspots on
theseroadsbesidesintroduc-
ing measures such as zebra
crossing and high-rise pedes-
trian crossings to reduce pe-
destrian fatalities, he added.

Anucheth cautioned that
the rising numbers cannot
be seen in isolation without
considering the increase in
the overall citizen and ve-

hicle population. He noted
that the per capita trend of
fatalities vs the growing pop-
ulation hasbeen falling while
theratio of the population to
the number of vehicles has
goneup.

In 2011, there were 50.33
lakh vehicles on the roads in
the city for a population of
roughly 84.4 lakh.

This rose to nearly 110
lakh vehicles for an estimat-
ed population of 130 lakh in

2023 (until Nov).

Anucheth also pointed
at traffic violations such as
lacking seat belts and quali-
ty helmet usage that lead to
higher fatalities.

“Without the use of good
quality helmets, evena crash
at 50 km could prove fatal,”
he said. He added that re-
duced police presence on
the roads could have also led
to lower deterrence among
road users, possibly encour-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&4, Dec.18, 2023

aging them to speed.

Chetan Sodaye, from the
nonprofit WRI India, ex-
plained thattherising fatality
rate suggested the need for
a closer examination and a
speed management plan.

He noted that the city’s
streets were currently not
designed for any particular
speed.

He emphasised better
and consistent collaboration
among the city’s agencies,

local communities and ex-
perts such as urban design-
ers, transportation planners
and traffic engineers to im-
plement targeted measures
such as improved urban
street design. Such inter-
ventions could make streets
safer for all but especially
for vulnerable road users
such as pedestrians, cyclists
and two-wheeler riders, and
reduce overall fatal road
crashes.

KIA is busiest airport in State;
Bidar handles the least number
of passengers during FY 2022-23

Among the Karnataka airports, the Mangaluru International Airport was the second busiest as it handled 18.92 lakh

passengers of whom 12.77 lakh were domestic and 5.31 lakh were international passengers

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

hile  Kempe-
w gowda Interna-
tional Airport

(KIA) was the busiest air-
port in Karnataka handling
31.91 million passengers
during the financial year
2022-23, Bidar airport han-
dled the least number of
passengers (10,140) during
the period.

Replying to a question at
the Lok Sabha during the
ongoing parliamentary ses-
sion, Minister of State for
Civil Aviation Gen. (Dr) V.K.
Singh (Retd) stated that
among the 129 airports in
the country, KIA was
ranked third in terms of
handling passengers dur-
ing 2022-23.

In top spots

The top spot was occupied
by Delhi and Mumbai air-
ports followed by KIA
which handled 28.12 mil-
lion domestic passengers

Kempegowda International Airport has secured the ti

edition of the Travel + Leisure India’s Best Awards 2023. FILE PHOTO

and 3.78 million interna-
tional passengers.

Among the State air-
ports, the Mangaluru Inter-
national Airport was the
second busiest as it han-
dled 18.92 lakh passengers
of whom 12.77 lakh were
domestic and 5.31 lakh

were international passen-
gers. Hubballi and Belagavi
airports occupied the third
and fourth spots catering
to 3.22 lakh and 2.97 lakh
passengers respectively.
During 2022-23, Mysuru
and Kalaburgi airports
handled 1.88 lakh and

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Dec. 20, 2023
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itle of the ‘Best Domestic Airport’ in the 12th

Y

79,143 passengers respec-
tively. Interestingly, Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Ltd.
(HAL) airport handled
14,885 passengers of which
14,863 domestic and 22 in-
ternational passengers.
The HAL  airport
stopped commercial flight

operations in May 2008 af-
ter the Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport (KIA) lo-
cated in Devanahalli was
inaugurated. ~ However,
HAL airport is open for
charter and VIP flight
operations.

Best domestic airport
KIA has secured the title of
the Best Domestic Airport
at the 12th edition of the
Travel + Leisure India’s
Best Awards 2023.

Hari Marar, MD & CEO
of Bangalore International
Airport Limited (BIAL),
said, “We are honoured to
be recognised nationally as
the best domestic airport
in the country. At BLR Air-
port, we are dedicated to
continually improving ser-
vice standards. This award
acknowledges the hard
work of our entire airport
community, and we are
grateful to our growing and
dedicated passengers for
their vote of confidence
and continued support.”



Credentialise all documents like khata certificates, building
plans with QR code for online e-verification, HC directs BBMP

Court also asks civic body to evolve a mechanism to allow citizens to store documents in digital repositories like DigiLocker so that they can avail of various services through e-verification

FROM THE COURT

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he High Court of
TKamalaka has di-
rected the Bruhat

Bangalore Mahanagara Pa-
like (BBMP) to credential-
ise all the documents, in-
cluding khata certificates,
sanctioned building plans,
tax-paid receipts, etc., is-
sued to the public by gen-
erating QR codes on such
documents to enable the
public and the BBMP to
check their authenticity
through online
e-verification.

Also, the court asked the

Credentialising all documents through e-verification will enable the public and the BBMP to check their

authenticity. FILE PHOTO

BBMP to evolve a mechan-
ism to allow the citizens to
store BBMP’s documents
in digital repositories like
DigiLocker so that citizens

can avail of various servic-
es from both government
and private agencies
through e-verification of
such documents.

Justice Suraj Govindaraj
issued direction while al-
lowing a petition filed by
Sharmada BK., a dentist
and a resident of Banash-

ankari First Stage. The
court issued the direction
on noticing that the BBMP
itself had questioned the
genuineness of a khata cer-
tificate of a property jointly
owned by the petitioner
since 2013 with her parents
when she had in 2021 ap-
plied for changing the kha-
ta to her name based on
the  registered  deed
through which her parents
gave up their rights on the
property in her favour.
Not just that, the BBMP
had also claimed that a
couple had filed an objec-
tion for changing the khata
in her name. However, the
couple, D.N. Ramananda
and his wife Geetha, resi-
dents of HSR Layout, in

response to the court’s not-
ice, clarified that they had
not filed any objection on
the petitioner’s application
but it was BBMP on its own
that had raised objection.
However, the couple
claimed that they had pur-
chased the property in
1999 and khata is in their
names.

A strange case

The court found it a
strange case as the BBMP
had not only claimed that it
had no records of khata in
its file as claimed by the pe-
titioner but also alleged
that the khata certificate
produced by the petitioner
was “fabricated and false”
even though the digital da-

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Dec.

20, 2023
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ta of selfassessment of
property tax stood in the
name of the petitioner and
her parents.

On verification of the
digital data on BBMP's
website, the court found
that property tax payment
data displayed the names
of the petitioner and her
parents. The Court also
noticed that the PID num-
ber on the property tax
website does not match
with the names of the cou-
ple, who claimed to have
purchased property in
1999,

Not a stray case

Pointing out that it is not a
stray case in which the ge-
nuineness of the khata cer-

tificate issued by the BBMP
on a piece of paper is ques-
tioned, the court said that
it is high time for the civic
body to have a facility of
credentialisation of docu-
ments through e-verifica-
tion. The court also direct-
ed the BBMP Chief
Commissioner to take ap-
propriate action against
the assistant revenue offic-
er of Padmanabha Nagar
sub-division for misleading
the court on the khata de-
tails of the petitioner.
While directing the BBMP
to change the khata to the
petitioner’s name within
30 days, the Court gave li-
berty to the couple to liti-
gate before the civil court
on their grievance.
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Kanaka Line set to clear
alignment hurdle, get rail land

Groundwork to begin
soon on Bengaluru
Suburban Railway
Project's Corridor 4

vy

MUTHI-UR-RAHMAN SIDDIQUI
BENGALURU, DHNS

fter months of delay, the
South Western Railway
SWR) is set to approve
the alignment of the Bengalu-
ruSuburban Railway Project’s
Corridor 4 and provide it with
the necessary land within the
next 10 days.

The twin breakthroughs will
pave the way for the award of
the civil contract and the start
of groundwork on Corridor 4,
well-placed sources said.

This was made possible by
areduction in railway land re-
quirement from 194.07 acres
to115.472acres. Thereduction
wasnecessary because therail-
ways needed land to quadru-
ple the train tracks between
Baiyappanahalli and Hosur
(41 km). A stretch of Corridor
4 falls within this line.

“We have reduced the rail-
way land requirement as per
the revised guidelines after
considering the quadrupling
project. Our tracks will now be
built alittleaway from the rail-
way line. Consequently, we will
need about 5% more private
land,”said a well-placed source
in the Rail Infrastructure De-
velopment Company (Karna-
taka), whichis constructingthe
project.

The 149-km Bengaluru Sub-
urban Railway Projectisajoint
venture of the state govern-
ment and the railways, which
provides the bulk of the land
and has the final say in align-
mentapprovals.

According to the official,
save for “minor” adjust-
ments, the SWR is “satisfied”
with the revised land require-
ment. It will approve the
alignment plan of Corridor 4
in about a week and transfer
the land immediately thereaf-
ter. The whole process will be
wrapped up by the end of this
month, the official added.

Therailwayswill provide the
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The Kanaka Line will need only 115.472 acres of railway land,
asagainst the earlier estimate of 194.07 acres.
DH FILE PHOTO FOR REPRESENTATION

THE BLUEPRINT

Length: 46.88 km
No of stations: 19

Connections: Heelalige-
Rajanukunte via
Carmelaram, Benniganahalli

and Yelahanka

Railway land requirement

Earlier: 194.07 acres

Now: 115 acres

(Acquisition of private & state govt land in process)

landatRelperacre.

Another senior official in
K-RIDE said the previous land
requirement (194.07 acres)
was higher because it was
measured right up to the rail-
way boundary. “We are now
taking only whatis necessary,”
the official added.

Kusuma Hariprasad, Addi-
tional Divisional Railway Man-
ager (Administration), Benga-
lury, confirmed that K-RIDE
had askedfor115acresand said
the requisition would be pro-
cessed “on priority”.

“There are no issues. We
need until the end of this
month. The request will be
processed at the (Bengaluru)
divisionitself,” she told DH.

The quadrupling of the Bai-
yappanahali-Hosur railway
line will not affect the land
transfer inanyway, sheadded.

Another railway official said
apre-feasibility/Detailed Proj-
ect Report to quadruple the
Baiyappanahalli-Hosur line
would be readyin a week.

The Kanaka Line, or Corri-
dor 4, will connect Heealige in
southern Bengaluruto Rajanu-
kunte in the northern suburbs
over 46.88 km. It will have 19
stations, including Carmel-

aram, Benniganahalli, Chan-
nasandraand Yelahanka.

K-RIDE called civilwork ten-
ders for Corridor 4 in January.
Although L&T Ltd emerged
as the lowest bidder in July,
K-RIDE officials couldn’t
award the contract because
of two key uncertainties — the
SWR neither approved the
alignmentnorhanded over the
required railway land.

K-RIDE has completed ge-
otechnical investigations and
other pre-construction works
related to Corridor 4. Over
30% of the Signalling and
Telecommunications (S&T)
lines falling within the align-
ment have also been shifted,
according to K-RIDE.

After receiving the align-
ment approval and railway
land, K-RIDE is expected to
award Corridor 4’s civil work
contract to L&T Ltd in Janu-
ary 2024. It will separately call
station tenders.

Of the BSRP’s three other
corridors, the groundwork has
started on Corridor 2 (Mallige
Line), while Corridors 1 and
3 will be tendered early next
year.

The project’s new deadline
is2028.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, Dec.21, 2023
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Cabinet approves upgrading
136 traffic signals in city

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State Cabinet on
Thursday approved the up-
gradation of 136 traffic sig-
nals and installation of new
adapative signals at 29
places in Bengaluru.

Law and Parlimentary
Affairs Minister H.K. Patil
told presspersons here af-
ter a Cabinet meeting that
the proposal was to up-
grade the 136 traffic signals
and introduce adaptive
traffic system and synchro-
nise them.

Besides, 29 signals have
been identifiied to install
the adaptive traffic signals
and bring synchronisation.
The government has ap-
proved the project that
would cost 358.54
crore in maintenance
for five years.

The State Cabinet
on Thursday discussed
ways to recover pro-
perty tax arrears from
the State and the Cen-
tral government agen-
cies whose arrears to
the BBMP run into sev-

eral hundred crores. Mr.
Patil said that 448 proper-
ties have been identified
from where 3234 crore
could be collected.

“The time extension to
collect the arrears was dis-
cussed. The one-time set-
tlement (OTS) that may in-
clude reduction, penalty
waiver or interest settle-
ment is being offered,” he
said, adding that the 448
identified properties were
just a part of the larger
State and Central govern-
ment properties.

According to him, utilis-
ing the OTS, HAL has paid
791.59 crore and HMT
33.79 crore. “There are lot

of other properties like
this.”

Electric buses
Meanwhile, the Cabinet al-
so approved the purchase
of 300 electric buses, in-
cluding 75 AC and 225 non-
AC buses, by the Karnataka
State Road Transport Cor-
poration and the purchase
of 450 non-AC electric bus-
es by the North-West Kar-
nataka Road Transport
Corporation.

It also approved the pur-
chase of 20 non-AC electric
buses instead of 20 electric
mini-buses by the Directo-
rate of Urban Land Tran-
sport.

Jharkhand Bijli Vitran Nigam Limited
=24 (CIN :U40108JH20135GC001702)
Regd Office : Engineering Building, H.E.C.,Dhurwa,

Ranchi-834004,
Telephone :-0651-2400799 & Fax : 0651-2400799
https://www.jbvnl.co.in Email- cecr2018@gmail.com

Tender Cancellation Notice

E-Tender No 232/PR/JIBVNL/2023-24 for Loss

Reduction Work under Koderma Package invited by General
Mdnd}__CT‘ (C m’nml} IBVNI Lll]dLT RD‘?‘S Scheme 1s hereby
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little off the western corridor of the

Outer Ring Road (ORR), which runs

along the perimeter of Bengaluru, less

than a kilometre away from Laggere
bridge, stand hundreds of identical buildings
along kachcha roads in stark contrast to the other
sights along the arterial road. In these buildings,
commonly called “slum quarters”, live thou-
sands of people who were previously staying in
small sheds or tents.

The Karnataka Slum Development Board
(KSDB) has built over 16,000 houses on an ex-
panse of 60 acres in this area. These housing un-
its, each measuring roughly 300 sq. ft, are occu-
pied by a variety of people such as construction
labourers, domestic workers, garments unit
workers, drivers, teachers, and their families.
The average income of these families ranges bet-
ween 10,000 and 15,000 a month.

There are three floors above the ground floor
in every building and each floor has four houses.
Although these buildings were handed over to
the dwellers a little over a decade ago, they ap-
pear to be significantly older. In many houses,
the concrete has chipped away so much that the
steel reinforcement of the pillars is visible. One
cannot ignore the stench, the buzz of insects, and
the sight and smell of
sewage flowing along
these quarters.

A few men who
were playing ‘chakkar’
(a folk game) stopped
midway and accompa-
nied this reporter to
give a tour of their lo-
cality. “Look at the
condition of this road.
It is in a shambles. We
have seen three or
four motorists fall on
this unlevelled road in
the last few days
alone,” says Naga Red-
dy, a construction
worker. He is the in-
house repairer of the
roofs and walls of the buildings that get damaged
due to seepage of rainwater.

At the Laggere quarters, the residents say dila-
pidated roads and blocked sanitary chambers are
their primary problems. “We pool resources
from our own pockets, which might come uptoa
few thousand, to get these chambers cleaned. As
the buildings are on different levels and because
there are no restraining walls, sewage easily
flows into low-lying areas, and when it rains, the
roads get flooded, making it impossible for chil-
dren to even access the government school in the
locality,” says Aravind, who works in a private
company.

Law and order problem

The lack of law and order is another problem the
residents flag. “If you are a stranger walking by
on these roads after sunset, then there is a high
chance that you will be mugged. The road that
provides us access to the bus stop on the main

KSDB
authorities
look at
development
only through
the lens of
constructing
buildings,
but they
don't care
about the
condition of
the people
who will
have to live
in these
buildings.
JANSI,
coordinator of

Slum Mahila
sanghatane

Basic amenities remain a
pipe dream for relocated
slum-dwellers in Bengaluru

At many housing quarters, the lack of even basic facilities overshadows the relief residents got by having concrete roofs over their heads, finds Jahnavi T.R.

Woes galore: There are as many as 16,000 dwelling units at the Laggere quarters and the problems that haunt the

residents are also too many. RAVICHANDRAN N.

road turns into an adda for some boys to con-
sume alcohol and drugs at night. It is scary, espe-
cially for women and children, to walk on the
roads,” a woman from Laggere housing quarters
said.

The Laggere housing quarters for slum-dwell-
ers are said to be the biggest in the city, and yet,
the problems that haunt the area are too many.
Similarly, in many other quarters in the city, be it
at halli, K: i ol

r
those located on the city’s outskirts, the lack of
even basic facilities overshadows the relief the
slum-dwellers got by having concrete roofs over
their heads.

Poor quality
Activists who work closely with slum-dwellers al-
lege that the quality of the houses is below par.
“According to the Central government norms,
these houses should have an area of 330 sq. ft.
But at many places, citing land ratio problems,
the KSDB has provided houses with an area of
just 270 sq. ft or 300 sq. ft. These houses are not
fit for human beings. If you look at the 800 hous-
es provided at Nayandahalli [in south-west Ben-
galuru], under the Rajiv Awas Yojana (RAY) or at
Laggere under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY), they look as if they are decades old be-
cause of poor quality of work,” A. Narasimha-
murthy, State convener of Slum Janandolana Kar-
nataka, says.

The houses lack even the basic necessities —
be it drinking water supply or drainage, says Jan-
si, programme coordinator of Slum Mahila Sang-
hatane. “Slum-dwellers have been allotted hous-
ing quarters mostly on the outskirts of the city.
They get drinking water once in three days or
they have to pay dealers under local politicians
to get water every day. In some houses, the win-
dows and doors have already been broken. The
houses on the ground floor reek of sewage
stench,” she says.

“KSDB authorities look at

Although these buildings were handed over to the
dwellers a little over a decade ago, they appear to be
significantly older owing to alleged poor quality of
construction. RAVICHANDRAN N.

through the lens of constructing buildings, but
they do not care about the condition of the peo-
ple who will have to live in these buildings,” she
says.

Officials from the Housing Department said
that while the process of relocation of slum-
dwellers, who were previously living along the ra-
Jjakaluves (storm-water drains) and other unsuita-
ble places, was done by the KSDB, the onus of
maintenance of these quarters is largely on the
urban local body (ULB). “After we hand over the
houses, the respective ULBs that collect taxes are

only

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Dec. 22, 2023
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d to provide by utilising the

slum cess. The residents of slum quarters can de-
mand it from them. The Housing Department
gets only meagre funds for maintenance and we
chip in at places where the conditions are really
bad,” says Naveen Raj Singh, Principal Secretary,
Housing Department.

25,961 houses handed over’

During the recently concluded legislature ses-
sion, B.Z. Zameer Ahmed Khan, Minister for
Housing, Wagqf, and Minority Affairs, said that un-
der various schemes, a total of 25,961 houses
have been handed over to slum-dwellers from se-
lect areas in the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP) limits.

There are a total of 435 slums that come under
the KSDB (in the BBMP limits), out of which, 410
have been “declared as slums while the other 25
have been identified”, the Minister said. “Under
schemes such as JNNURM - BSUP, Rajiv Awas Yo-
jana, and PM Awas Yojana, grants were approved
since 2005 for the construction of 59,429 houses.
Of them, construction of 25,961 houses has been
completed and 7,313 houses are in the last stages
of construction,” Khan told the Assembly.

Activists, however, allege that the govern-
ment’s claim is far from reality. Many of those
who have been allotted houses are still struggling
to get the possession certificates, they say.

“The numbers the department provided in the
Assembly are different from ground reality.
There are 400 to 500 undeclared slums in Benga-
luru. Housing schemes have been around since
the 1980s and not since 2005, and the implemen-
tation should have been far better by now,” says
Narasimhamurthy.

He adds, “At Ullala [in south-west Bengaluru],
for example, three big slums have been shifted to
New Colony and Ambedkar Nagar. As many as
150 dwelling units in these slums were demol-
ished in 2013 under the RAY and the residents
have made payments for their new houses under
the scheme. Yet, construction of the houses has
not started. There are many cases like this which
are shown as ‘progress’ when these answers are
provided [in the legislature]. Only 60% of what
they claim might have been implemented.”

Activists say that the process of relocation of
slums has brought to the fore several socio-eco-
nomic problems as the allotment of houses un-
der these schemes is often decided by political
leaders and local MLAs.

Worries, uncertainties

For many relocated slum-dwellers, the eviction
from their dwellings became a source of uncer-
tainty as many of them have remained homeless
for almost a decade now. “At the Vinoba slum in
J.C. Nagar [in central Bengaluru], eviction notices
were served to dwellers in 2014 and till today,
they have not got their houses. It is the same pro-
blem for slum-dwellers from Kalasipalya. It is a
difficult task to get these houses,” Jansi says.

After being shifted to a different place under
the housing scheme, the relocated people often
have no means of making a livelihood in the new
areas. They usually travel to the areas where their
previous settlements were located in search of
jobs. “If they are relocated somewhere on the
outskirts of the city, what jobs will they find
there? Even those who are working as domestic
workers near their previous settlements are ren-
dered jobless after being relocated to the city’s
outskirts. Some people travel 30 km to 40 km to
earn a livelihood,” Jansi says.

When eviction notices come in the middle of
the academic year, the relocation has also led to
children dropping out of school, which has also
allegedly given rise to cases of child labour and
child marriages.

The relocation of slum-dwellers was aimed at
improving the quality of their lives. But what the
relocated people feel about it is best summed up
by what a resident of the Laggere housing quar-
ters said: “We shifted from tents to cement hous-
es, but otherwise, not much has changed in our
lives. We are still slum-dwellers and those who
care about slum-dwellers are very few.”
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