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Drought: Commodity prices to see steep hike

ASHWINI M SRIPAD @ Bengaluru

DROUGHT has affected vari-
ous crops across the State, lead-
ing to a steep increase in the
prices of essential
commodities.

Karnataka received 633mm
of rain from June to September
(southwest monsoon) as against
the normal of 839mm. From
October to the second week of
December (northeast mon-

of foodgrains. But due to
drought, it is expected to come
down by 60 lakh MT. Sowing
was not done in many
parts of the State. Wher-
ever sowing was done,
crops withered or the
harvest was poor.
“This means, when
there is less production,
ture Department told The the demand for foodgrains
New Indian Express that this will increase and prices go up
year, they expected 148 lakh MT  naturally,” they said.

soon), the State received 113mm
rain as against the normal
of188 mm for the period.
The State is facing a defi-
cit, although it received
some rain in the past
few days. Of the 31 dis-
tricts, 24 are facing
deficit.

Sources in the Agricul-

X

An officer said tur dal, which
was sold for Rs 7,000 a quintal,
now costs Rs 12,000 and the
price is expected to increase
further. “The common man,
who used to buy tur dal for Rs
70 a kg, will have to pay Rs 120.
Similarly, the price of urad dal
has increased from Rs 85 a kg to
Rs 130. The prices of other es-
sential commodities are expect-
ed to see a steep increase in the
coming days” he said. P4

RAMESH Chandra Lahoti,
president of the Federation
of Karnataka Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FK-
CCI), said there will be 30-
40% price variation in rice
and pulses. The price rise
will continue till
new crops ar-
rive in the
markets.
Lahoti
said hotels
and restau-
rants, which
have already in-
creased food prices, may go
for further hikes, depending
upon the rise in the prices of
essential commodities. He
said, “We can only blame the
drought for this. We have no
other choice but to wait for
the next monsoon.”
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¥2 crore grants to
FPOs: Sudhakar

he state government has decided

to grant Rs 2 crore assistance to
farmer producer organisations
(FPOs) to market agricultural
produce. Higher education minister
MC Sudhakar, who was responding
to MLAS’ questions on behalf of
horticulture minister SS Mallikarjun
in the legislative assembly on Friday,
said all required help to FPOs will be
provided from the government. “The
government will help FPOs
financially in setting up warehouses,
machinery, collection of produce
and other infrastructure
requirements. There are 1,262 FPOs
functioning in Karnataka,” he said.
BJP MLA from Karkala V Sunil
Kumar demanded that the state
government increase grants
meant for FPOs.

Sourdae Times, o4iDdandi@023
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Karnataka reported 456 farmer
suicides so far this year: Data

Govt has announced interest
waiver on crop loans

v

BHARATH JOSHI
BENGALURU, DHNS

rought and the burden

ofloans have driven 456

farmers towardssuicide
between April and November
this financial year - nearly
two deaths every day - even as
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah’s
government hopes to reduce
distresswithitsinterest waiver
scheme.

Almost all of Karnataka is
reeling under drought. The
government has declared 223
out of 236 taluks as drought-
hit.

Athird ofall farmersuicides
were reported from three dis-
tricts - Haveri, Belagavi and

Sour ce

Chikkamagaluru. Haveri has
reported the highest farmer
suicides at 62, followed by Be-
lagavi (56) and Chikkamaga-
luru (49).

Farmers who kill them-
selvesduetodebtget Rs5lakh
in compensation and the de-
ceased’sspousegetsamonthly
pension of Rs 2,000.

Of the 456 suicides report-
ed so far, authorities have dis-
bursed compensation in 354
cases. The thumb rule while
deciding to pay compensation
is that the farmer must have
borrowed a bank loan and
death must be due tosuicide.

On the last day of winter
session of the legislature (Dec
15), Siddaramaiah announced

V Almost all of Karnatakais reeling under drought. The
government has declared 223 out of 236 taluks
as drought-hit. bH FILE PHOTO/TAJUDDIN AZAD

that the government would
waive interest payments for
all crop loans whose principal
amounts are repaid by farm-
ers. This will apply to medi-
um-term and long-term crop
loans at cooperative banks.
While the Finance Depart-
ment is collating data to make
provisions for the interest
waiver, the total outstand-
ing crop loans amount to Rs

535.43 croreatthe Karnataka
State Cooperative Agriculture
and Rural Development Bank
Limited (KSCARD)alone. This
includes Rs 229.32 crore prin-
cipal and Rs 306.11 crore in-
terest. The interest waiver will
also apply to loans at the Kar-
nataka State Cooperative Apex
Bank, District Cooperative
Central Banks and so on.

“The interest waiver will

Decca®dDeéer,aBd,2 3p

Numbers tell all
Year Farmer | Eligiblefor
suicides | compensation

2018 1,084 | 866

2019 1,091 | 895

2020 855 718

2021 917 775

2022 968 849

2023

{up to Nov) 456 354
ACRICOLTURE AND REVENUE

reduce distress among farm-
ers. It'll help them cope with
difficulties due to drought or
the general farm distress,”
Revenue Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda told DH.
Siddaramaiah was under
pressure from farmers groups
to waive crop loans. Even the
BJP demanded a crop loan
waiver up to Rs 2 lakh. How-
ever, fiscal pressure due to
the guarantees is said to have
forced Siddaramaiah to go for
aninterest waiver instead.
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Anger over proposal to move 24
veterinary institutions out of city

The Hindu Burean
BENGALURU

The State government has
decided to close 24 veterin-
ary institutions in Bengalu-
ru Urban district, along
with four in Bengaluru Ru-
ral, and shift them to other
places in the State where
the cattle-to-hospital ratio
is very poor.

However, this has drawn
the ire of animal rights acti-
vists in the city, who have
argued that determining
the requirement of a vete-
rinary institution only
based on the cattle count
in a city like Bengaluru and
not considering the pet
animal population is
unscientific.

In an order of the Ani-
mal Husbandry and Fisher-
ies Department, accessed
by The Hindu, the depart-
ment says that according to
the guidelines of the Na-
tional Commission of Agri-
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culture (NCA), for every
5,000 cattle units there
needs to be a veterinary in-
stitution.

While there are 4,234 in-
stitutions in the State,
there are 101 and 103 vete-
rinary institutions in Ben-
galuru Urban and Bengalu-
ru Rural districts,
respectively.

The note further adds
that there has been a de-
mand from various parts of
Karnataka to start veterin-
ary institutions where the
ratio is far less than that
prescribed in the guide-
lines.

“As there is no proposal
before the department to
start new veterinary insti-
tutions, it is proposed to
shift veterinary institutions
- 24 in Bengaluru Urban
and four in Bengaluru Ru-
ral -, where the ratio of cat-
tle to the veterinary institu-
tion is less than 1,300, to
places where the ratio is

120023

much less and there is a
need for more veterinary
institutions,” the order
says.

Arun Prasad, an animal
rights activist, said that the
proposal was unscientific.
“This move will be detri-
mental to the treatment
and care animals in the ci-
ty get. The Minister should
not approve the proposal,”
he said, adding that calcu-
lating the ratio only based
on cattle was unscientific
as there are other animals,
including pets, which are
more in number in the city
that also require care.

The Jayanagar Canine
Squad, a voluntary organi-
sation working on rescuing
and treating accident-
prone stray dogs, have
now written to K. Venka-
tesh, Minister for Animal
Husbandry, taking objec-
tion to the proposal to shut
down the Veterinary Hos-
pital, Jayanagar.



CM meets PM, seeks X18,17744 crore
drought aid and increase of job days
to 150 days under MGNREGA

Fund for Upper Bhadra project, environment clearance for Mahadayi, and permit to begin Mekedatu project also sought

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

hief Minister Sidda-
C ramaiah called on

Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi in Delhi on
Tuesday and placed five
demands, including
%18,177.44 crore as assis-
tance for  mitigating
drought, before the Cen-
tral government.

He appealed to Mr. Modi
to direct a high-level com-
mittee headed by Home
Minister Amit Shah to hold
an emergency meeting and
instruct release funds for
undertaking drought relief
in the State.

Karnataka has been fac-
ing a severe drought in 223
out of 236 taluks and farm-
ers have been demanding
compensation for the crop
loss during the Kharif sea-
son owing to failure of the
monsoon. The Chief Minis-
ter was accompanied by
Revenue Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda.

Four other demands
The four demands placed
by Karnataka before the
Centre are: increase in the
number of days of employ-
ment from 100 days to 150
days per job card under
the MGNREGA, release of
funds for the Upper Bha-
dra project, environment
clearance for the Mahadayi
project, and grant of per-
mission to commence
work on the Mekedatu re-
servoir across the river
Cauvery.

In a memorandum to
Mr. Modi on the drought

Sour dae

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and Revenue Minister Krishna Byre Gowda with Prime Minister

Narendra Modi in New Delhi on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

situation, the State sought
input subsidy of ¥4,663.12
crore, gratuitous relief of
%12,577.86 crore, I566.78
crore for drinking water,
and ¥363.68 crore for ani-
mal husbandry interven-
tion, totalling 18,177.44
crore.

Providing details on the
extent of drought, Mr. Sid-
daramaiah said: “Around
48.19 lakh hectares of agri-
culture and horticulture
crops have suffered losses
ranging from 33% to 100%,
with the majority of area
reporting loss of more than
80%. Small and marginal
farmers are most affected,
as about 83% of the land
under cultivation is co-
vered by small and margi-
nal farm holdings.” He said
the government has as-
sessed the damage to the
crops and sought an input
subsidy of ¥4,663.12 crore

Hi nédDue c

from NDRF.

Defending the State’s
claim for input subsidy, Mr.
Siddaramaiah said: “The
land area under cultivation
falling under small and
marginal farm holdings
(SMF) is important to de-
termine the input subsidy
payable to the State. Karna-
taka has a robust digital da-
tabase of farmers under
the system called FRUITS
(Farmer Registration & Un-
ified Beneficiary Identifica-
tion System), which is Aad-
haar-enabled and reliable.
PMKISAN is using FRUITS
identification numbers for
making DBT payment in
Karnataka. Our request is
to consider the area under
SMF holdings as per the
Aadhaar-enabled FRUITS
digital database.”

The Chief Minister said
the Centre might follow the
Agriculture Census of 2015-

, 220023
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16, which indicated that
43.94% of land area in Kar-
nataka is covered by SMF
holdings. However, as per
the FRUITS database of
Karnataka, 83% of land is
covered by holdings which
are small and marginal.
He, therefore, requested
the Prime Minister to di-
rect the high-level commit-
tee to consider the number
of and area under SMF
holdings as per the FRUITS
database of Karnataka.

Mr. Siddaramaiah said
the average size of opera-
tional holding in Karnataka
has decreased from 3.2 Ha
in 197071 to 1.35 Ha in
2015-16. The average size
would have further de-
creased in the last eight
years since 2015-16. There-
fore, relying on 2015-16 da-
ta would cause great injus-
tice to Karnataka. He said:
“It is nearly three months

since we submitted our
first memorandum and
two months since the Cen-
tral team made its field vi-
sits. The farmers of Karna-
taka are in deep distress.
Since crops have failed, it is
necessary that we pay the
input subsidy to the farm-
ers soon so as to alleviate
their hardship and suffer-
ing.”

Mr. Siddaramaiah also
discussed pending irriga-
tion projects in the State
and urged the Centre to
provide environment clea-
rance for the implementa-
tion of the Mahadayi Kalasa
Banduri Nala Project.

Speaking to reporters in
Delhi, the Chief Minister
said the Centre had de-
clared 5,300 crore for the
Upper Bhadra project in
the Union Budget. But not
a single rupee has been re-
leased so far. He urged Mr.
Modi to release funds.

On the Mekedatu pro-
ject, the CM said the Prime
Minister’s attention has
been drawn towards the
project. “The lower ripar-
ian Tamil Nadu is opposing
the project for its political
gains. The project aims to
cater the drinking water
needs of Bengaluru and
surrounding areas of the ci-
ty”. The water would be re-
leased to Tamil Nadu after
generation of 400 MW of
power at the dam site.

Mr. Siddaramaiah said
the government is ready to
take an all-party delegation
to the Centre to seek early
clearance and funds for
Mahadayi, Upper Bhadra,
and Mekedatu projects.



Upper Bhadra pI‘O]eCt Delay in getting forest clearance slows down work

Sathish G.T.
SHIVAMOGGA

The work of the Upper
Bhadra Project to irrigate
drought-prone parts of
Chikkamagaluru, Chitra-
durga, Tumakuru, and Da-
vangere districts has been
delayed in Chikkamagalu-
ru district owing to the de-
lay in getting clearance
from the Forest
Department.

The Tumakuru diver-
sion canal that takes water
from the distribution
chamber at Ajjampura to
‘Tumakuru, as per the de-
sign, passes through the
grasslands of Basur Am-
ruth Mahal Kaval Black-
buck Conservation Re-
serve and Bilvala Kaval in
Chikkamagaluru district.
The land measuring
1,820.11 acres was desig-
nated as a conservation re-
serve through a notifica-

Afile photo of Basur As
Reserve in Kadur taluk.

tion issued on April 30,
2011, as per the Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972. The
2.15-km-long canal that in-
tersects the conservation
reserve is expected to ob-
struct the movement of
blackbucks, foxes, wolves,
and other wildlife, besides
the Amruth Mahal cattle.
Earlier, environmental-
ists had filed a public inter-

ahal Kaval Bla(kbu(k Conservation

est litigation against the al-
lotment of Basur Kaval and
Bilval Kaval for the project.
The petition was dismis-
sed by the High Court in
August 2022. However, the
court directed the Water
Resources Department to
seek clearance from the
Forest Department.

M.S. Harsha, Assistant
Executive Engineer of

The Tumakuru
diversion canal

passes through the
Basur Amruth Mahal
Kaval Blackbuck
Conservation

Bilvala Kaval in
Chikkamagaluru dist.

VINL (Kadur), told The
Hindu that the project re-
quired 16.2 hectares of
land for the total 3.16-km-
long canal, of which 1.06
km passes through Bilval
Kaval. “The total length of
the Tumakuru canal is 159
km. The 3.16%kilometre
stretch falls within the in-
itial reach. Hence, we re-
quire early clearance to go
ahead with the project,”
he said. The Water Re-
sources Department has
approached the Chikka-
magaluru district adminis-

tration to identify suitable
compensatory afforesta-
tion land so that they
could seek forest
clearance.

Besides that, the senior
officers of the Water Re-
sources Department re-
cently held a meeting with
officers of the Animal Hus-
bandry Department on
the construction of canals
through the grasslands of
Bilaval Kaval. The officers
of the Animal Husbandry
Department have ap-
pealed to the VJNL to con-
struct the canals so that
they would not affect the
movement of the cattle.
The animals should get
passages, a pond, and
chain-link fencing to en-
sure the safety of the
cattle.

What the project entails
The project, with an esti-
mated cost of 20,852

crore, has been planned to
lift 29.9 tmcft of water
from the Tunga river and
Bhadra reservoir to irri-
gate 2.25 lakh hectares
and fill up 367 tanks.

The first phase of the
work involves lifting 17.4
tmcft of water from the
Tunga river to Bhadra re-
servoir through a 11.26-
km-long canal. In the se-
cond phase, 29.9 tmcft of
water is lifted from Bhadra
reservoir to the distribu-
tion chamber located at Aj-
jampura, from where wa-
ter will be diverted to
targeted destinations
through the Chitradurga
canal and the Tumakuru
canal.

Power towers

The implementing agency
is facing difficulty install-
ing power towers to make
the pump houses opera-
tional in the first phase of

the project due to the de-
lay in getting forest clea-
rance.

C.R. Prasanna Kumar,
AEE, VNJL (Muthinakop-
pa), said that 11 towers
need to be installed in the
area that is submerged
due to the Upper Tunga
Project.

“The work can be done
only during the summer
when the water level is low
in the Tunga river. The
most suitable time to take
up the work is from Febru-
ary to May. If we miss the
opportunity now, we have
to wait for another year for
a suitable time,” Mr. Ku-
mar said.

Shivaprakash K.M.,
chief engineer of Upper
Bhadra Project, told The
Hindu that the process to
get the clearance was on.
The work would be taken
up as soon as the clea-
rance was obtained.

Sourdée Hij

négue c . ,

222 3

CWRC asks to give 3128 cusecs
every day to TN; K’taka says no

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: The Cauvery
Water Regulatory Committee
(CWRC), which met on Tues-
day, recommended Karnata-
ka to release 3,128 cusecs of
Cauvery water every day to
Tamil Nadu till December 31
and 1,030 cusecs per day for
the entire month of January,
2024. Karnataka stuck to its
stand that it cannot release
any water given 52.84% short-
fall in cumulative shortfall to
its four reservoirs.

The Cauvery Water Mana-
gement Authority (CWMA)
which will meet in a day or
two is expected to accept the
recommendation or modify it
before issuing directions to
Karnataka. During Tuesda-
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y’'s meeting, representatives
of Karnatakaargued thatsin-
ce the harvesting of both ku-
ruvai and samba crops in Ta-
mil Nadu was over and Met-
tur and Bhavani Sagar dams
have storage over 50 tmc ft of
water, there was no need for
the state to release water to
Tamil Nadu. They said the in-
flows into Karnataka's four
reservoirs- KRS, Hemavathi,
Kabini and Harangi - had ma-
terially ceased and there was

o4hiDd n.d2 @023

Representatives of
Karnataka told the
committee that as
inflow to the four
reservoirs had
ceased they cannot
release any water

noexpectationof any flowsin
comingdays.

“It leaves Karnataka to
manage the requirement of
crops, drinking water and in-
dustrial needs from the exis-
ting storage,” they argued
while expressing inability to
release more water to Tamil
Nadu. On its part, Tamil Na-
du demanded Karnataka to
release 14 tmc ft of water in-
cluding abacklogof 7.6 tmc ft
for the current water year.



Drought gives ray of hope
for a record mango yield

BV.Shivashankar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The severe dro-
ught in the state may have in-
duced distress across the farm
sector, but has given a ray of
hope to mango growers as the
prevailing weather condition
is seen to be conducive for
mango cultivation. The fruit
yield is also expected to hit re-
cord high this season.

Experts said the upcoming
summer may see a bumper
harvest of mango if there are
no untimely rains in the inte-
rim. While the mango crop ne-
eds bright sunlight and dry
winter weather to grow well,
expertssaid thedry spell being
witnessed following three ye-
ars of excessive rains is ideal
at a time when the flowering
season has just begun. And
they added that 2024 will beco-
me an ‘on year’ (the year when
the mango yield is the highest)
after three ‘off years’ when the
yield had hit its low.

Mango is grown on around
17 lakh hectares and produces
normally around 14 lakh met-
ric tonnes. The yield fell to be-
low 8lakh tonnes in the 2023 se-
ason owing to excessive rains
and damp weather coupled
with heavy dew. Since a dry
spell being witnessed all along
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BUMPER CROP ON ITS WAY?
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this time, the yield is expected
tocross 16 lakh tonnes.
“Normally the ‘on year’
and ‘off year’ alternate regu-
larly. Going by this, we should
have seen a bumper yield in
2023. But the cycle was distur-
bed because of excessive ra-
ins. We are expectingareverse
trend this time because of the
dry weather and mango gro-
werswillreapagood harvest if
all goes well,” said CG Naga-
raj, managing director of Kar-
nataka State Mango Develop-
ment and Marketing Corpora-
tion Limited (KSMDMCL).
Hesaid KSMDMCL hascal-
led a meeting of the technical
committee to issue advisory to

046Dd n.d2 @023

mango growers so that the con-
ducive atmosphere is best ut-
ilised. While the cultivation is
oninall three main mango gro-
wing regions including Rama-
nagar, Kolar and north Karna-
taka, KSMDMCL will issue gu-
idelines on the usage of fertili-
sers and pesticides in three
months. KV Nagaraj, former
chairman of KSMDMCL, said
flowering is already being wit-
nessed in Ramanagar from
where the first production of
mango for the season comes
and protection of the crop is
imperative at this stage.

The flowering is expected
in the Kolar region, which
stands number one in terms of
fruit production with the cove-
rage of about 46,000 hectares,
in mid-January followed by
north Karnataka where flowe-
ring is expected to start in the
last week of January.

“The flowering season is
critical as it is important to
protect the crop at this stage
from pests and the possible
dew. So, KSMDMCL will issue
guidelines based on the techni-
cal committee’s recommenda-
tion. As we hope that there wo-
uld not be intermittent rain or
cyclonic weather condition till
March, the yield will be more
than the normal level in 2024,”
said Nagaraj.



Chicken, egg prices rise; low maize and
soya yields could push them up further

Sanika.Athavale
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Afteralull in de-
mand during the monsoon se-
ason, eggs and chicken are
hot in the market as Christ-
mas and New Year’s Eve get
closer. The increased demand
has upped the prices, and po-
ultry breeders and industri-
alistsanticipateafurtherrise
given the low maize and soya
yield this harvesting season.
The kharif harvest of ma-
ize was low because of scanty
and erratic rain. Soya, anot-
her important component of
bird feed, is also getting dea-
rerafter the crop was affected
by scanty rain in Maharash-
traand Madhya Pradesh.
According to the Karnata-
kaPoultry Farmersand Bree-
ders’ Association (KPFBA),
60% of thefeed thatisgivento
poultry birds is maize, 20%
comprises soya, and the rest
is a mixture of vitamins, ve-
getable oil, grains, sunflower
extractandsoon.

WHAT EGGS COST | WHAT CHICKEN COSTS

(NECC)

Z5.7t0 36
per piece.
Was 4.6
in July

Retail
Z6-7 per piece.
Was 35-6 ”
in July

(KPFBA)
p

O Cost of production
A (1kg)
77 290-95.
288 in July

Retail price
(1kg)

2180-185.
2150 in July

Naveen Pasuparthy, presi-
dent of KPFBA, told TOI 5-6
associations  representing
the aqua, dairy and poultry
farming industries have ma-
de continuous representa-
tionstothe Union ministry of
fisheries, animal husbandry
and dairying for allowing the
import of maize.

“Thefarmerswill begin to
sow the crop in January and
it will take 120 days before the
harvest for us to get fresh pro-
duce. Moreover, thisisanirri-
gated crop, not a rain-fed one.

So the acreage is bound to be
limited. The Kharif harvest
of maize is 27% lower than
that in the previous year, and
in just 25 days, prices have in-
creased from Rs 2,100 per ton-
netoRs2,500.”

Headded that if this trend
continues, poultry breeders
willface major hurdlesto pro-
duction in February and
March. “We’ve hence reques-
ted the central government to
consider importing maize.
They’ve been positive in their
responsesofarastheiranaly-

sis of the situation reported-
ly matches with our under-
standing from the fields,” Pa-
suparthy stated.

Sushant Rai, former pre-
sidentof KPFBA, said the pri-
ceof soyahasshotup fromRs
4,600 per tonne to Rs 4,800 in
three days.

Hit by ethanolindustry
Breeders and industry play-
ers also worry the govern-
ment’s push for using maize
for ethanol production will
make the crop even more scar-
ceforthepoultry industry. Rai
said the starch and ethanol in-
dustries get the best-quality
maize, leaving poultry with
the leftover stock.

BR Sainath, zonal chair-
man for Bengaluru’s Natio-
nal Egg Coordination Com-
mittee (NECC) also confir-
med that the cost of raw mate-
rials is rising and so is
demand, as many are moving
from choosing vegetables to
eggs because of the former’s
inflationary nature.
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ZP/TP elections: Will complete
delimitation soon, govt tells High Court

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
government on Tuesday in-
formed the high court that
the delimitation exercise per-
taining to zilla panchayat and
taluk panchayatelections will
be completed by the end of the
day and a draft notification
pertaining to reservation of
constituencies will be issued
inaweek’s time.

A division bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Prasanna B
Varale and Justice Krishna S
Dixit disposed of the PIL filed

Source:

by the State Election Commis-
sion (SEC), reserving liberty
to initiate appropriate pro-
ceedingsin case ofanybreach
intheassurance/undertaking
given by the government.

At the hearing, Advocate
General Shashikiran Shetty
submitted that after giving a
window period of 10 days for
filing objections to the draft
notification, the exercise of
reservation will be completed
two weeks thereafter by way
of issuing final reservation

Decca®dDeger,aD2d,2 3p.

23orieletd SFBeBNT HedFoD &I TeIE T,

notification.

The PIL was filed by the
SEC in 2021, challenging the
Karnataka Gram Swaraj and
Panchayat Raj (Amendment)
Act, 2021.

The petition contended that
the amendment would delay
the taluk and zilla panchayat
elections which were already
due. The Commission argued
that the implementation of
the amendment would delay
the election process, in view
of fresh delimitation exercise.
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ECONOMY

High-powered panel
to be formed to study
regional imbalances

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Friday an-
nounced that a high-po-
wered committee led by a
renowned economic exp-
ert of Karnataka would be
set up to study regional im-
balances again in terms of
development.

A high-powered com-
mittee led by D.M. Nanjun-
dappa, in its report in
2002, had identified 39 ta-
Iuks as most backward, 40
as more backward, and 35
as backward. Of the most
backward taluks, 26 were
in North Karnataka while
the Old Mysore region had
accounted for 13.

In six months

Announcing the formation
of a new high-powered
committee, while replying
to a debate on the issues
related to North Karnataka
in the Legislative Assembly

Interest waiver

BELAGAVI

As a drought-relief measure,
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on
Friday announced a waiver of
interest on medium-term and
long-term loans availed of by
farmers from cooperative
banks if they pay up the
principal amount. » Page 8

on the last day of the win-
ter session of the State le-
gislature in Belagavi, the
Chief Minister said the
committee would be asked
to submit its recommenda-
tions within six months.

He pointed out that
measures had already
been implemented to tack-
le regional imbalance as
per the recommendations
of the Nanjundappa
committee.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8
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