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AGRICULTURE

Drought loss at Rs 35k cr, govt begins mitigation work

SDMAtospearhead
programme, seek central
assistance

—_—

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

drought mitigation plan to deal with
the vagaries of monsoon that have left
farmersindistress, with the currentyear’s
loss alone pegged at Rs 35,162 crore.
The State Disaster Management Au-

In a first, Karnataka has prepared a

thority (SDMA) has released over Rs 350
crore in the last three months for relief
measures in 236 drought-hit taluks. The
department has proposed a memoran-
dum to the Centre seeking assistance of
Rs18,171 crore. However, the government
has comeup with plansto go beyond relief
measures to look at mitigation.

The SDMA under the disaster manage-
ment wing of the Revenue Department
will spearhead the projectto come up with
mitigation measures. This will be boosted
by concurrent efforts to strengthen the
SDMA itself. A part of the Rs 5,000-crore
World Bank-assisted programme ap-
proved by the Cabinet this week will make
the SDMA focus more on mitigation.

“Therisks posed by climate change are

diverse from consistent drought to sud-
den floods. We are preparing the SDMA
to develop expertise to take up adaptation
and mitigation measures with a focus on
agriculture. This will begin at setting the
basics right, from rainwater harvesting
to the changes needed in crop pattern...
we are taking up long-term measures to
mitigate the damages and build climate
resilience,” Revenue Minister Krishna
Byregowdasaid.

Rashmi V Mahesh, Principal Secretary
to the Revenue Department (Disaster
Management, Bhoomi and UPOR), said
the technical advisory committee of the
National Disaster Management Authority
has already approved the drought-proof-
ingscheme under the drought manual.

“Under the scheme, several interven-
tions will take place at community and
gram panchayatlevel. Agriculture, animal
husbandry, RDPR and minorirrigation de-
partments are addressing sectoral prob-
lemswhichwilllookatbothimmediateand
long-termsolutions,”she said.

Along with Rs 100 crore from the
NDMA, the department plans to boost
the efforts with Rs 100 crore from state
disaster mitigation fund. A proposal will
be placed before the Cabinet sub-commit-
tee. Thisincludesindividualinterventions
tohelp farmersthrough the Krishi Bhagya
Scheme and community interventions at
gram panchayat where works will be taken
upunder Mahatma GandhiNational Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1, Dec.9, 2023

Coprafarmersonslipperyground |

aspricesfall 50%in 5months

Subﬁidised import of palm oil,
lack of govt procurement
key causes

VARSHA GOWDA
BENGALURU, DHNS:

the state, falling by about 50% in the
past four to five months.

This drastic reduction, farmers and ex-
perts say, is the result of a lack of govern-
ment intervention to rein in the increased
import of palm oil at subsidised rates and
the government’s failure to procure copra
tostabilise prices.

Karnataka is the third largest producer
of coconuts in the country after Kerala and
Tamil Nadu.

Prices of copra have taken a nosedive in

Growing districts

India produces 34% of the world’s supply of
coconuts. A majority of farmersin Tumaku-
ru, Hassan and Mandya and a significant
portionin Chitradurga, Mandya, Udupiand
Dakshina Kannada districts are dependent
on coconut cultivation for livelihood.

The non-stop import of palm oil has im-
pacted coconut growers, say farmers and
experts.

This hasled toadeclinein demand for tra-
ditional oilseedslike sunflower, safflower and
groundnut, apart from copra.

In fact, a study over a 15-year period be-
tween 2005 and 2021 showed that the area
under oilseeds had declined by 14.65 lakh
hectaresin the state.

Siddeshprasad, a coconut farmer in Tu-

makuru, explains the impact of the plunge
inprices.

Big slump

“The price fell from Rs 14,000 per quintal a
couple of months ago to Rs 7,700 now. The
costto produce a quintal of copra, including
cultivation and transportation, comes to Rs
9,000. We are operating ataloss,” he says.

Siddeshprasad has cultivated coconut
trees on 5 acres of land and the sale of copra
constitutes his primary income.

Adropin prices of this magnitude has not
occurred in the recent past, according to
Ramesh,a coconut farmer from Tovinakere.

“Iffarmers haveadditional commitments,
forinstanceavehicle or education loan, how
are they supposed to survive?” he says.

“In 2018, the price of coprawasaround Rs
14,000. This price was stagnant for several
years after that, even though labour wages
and cultivation costs had surged over the
period,” hesaid.

Causes
Traders, Siddeshprasad says, have been
citing a reduction in demand for copra in
cooking.

Additionally, ball copra, the variety com-
monly grown in Karnataka, is not common-
ly used to produce coconut oil, according to
Prakash Kammardi, professor and head of
the department of agricultural economics
atthe University of Agricultural Sciences.

Infact, Karnatakaaccounts for 65% of the
total production of ball coprain the country.

In the past, ball copra was thought to be a
safer bet. However, when weather conditions
vary, moisture could collect inside the shell
ofball copra, affecting the yield.

There is a fall in demand for ball copra
used in cooking food, according to traders.
Thefallindemand canbeexpected following

Areductionin demand for coprain
cooking is another reason for the
plummeting prices.

the festival season, but thisisnot the only rea-
son behind the reduction in prices of copra
inthe state.

Kammardi explains that to improve the
conditions of coconut farmers and to pro-
vide price stabilisation, an intervention in
procurementis necessary.

To start with, even though copra prices
have fallen by 50%, procurements by the na-
tional-level farmers co-operative marketing
organisation (NAFED) have stopped.

‘Govts failing growers’
Rameshexplainsthatin such crises, “moving
fast tostabilise pricesis thekey. Both the state
and central governments are failing us.”
Under the current process of procure-
ment, the state government needs to prove
afall in prices in the markets at the district
level. NAFED then approves procurement
orders, with union government funding.
“The process is long and as a result, price
stabilisation is not happening in time. The
state government should have a say in flag-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Dec.10, 2023

ging price drops and intervening,” he says.

Edible oil pricing

Anekatte Vishwanath of the Coconut Grow-
ers Association feels that the prices of copra
areinextricably linked withedibleoil pricing.
“Theimportof palmoil hashadamajoreffect
on coconut growers,” he says.

In fact, India is the largest importer of
palm oil in the world. Due to its wide availa-
bility and cheap rates, an official in the agri-
culture department explains, it has outcom-
peted coconut oil in even regions where the
latter had astronghold.

Regional import mandates through
SAARC have also made palm oil importun-
avoidable.

India’s palm oil imports jumped 29.21%
to 90.8 lakh tonne in the first 11 months of
theongoing 2022-23oil year,compared with
theyear-earlier period, withRBD Palmolein
shipments rising fast, posing aserious threat
to domestic refiners, industry body Solvent
Extractor’s Association of Indiasaid recently.

“Badimport policycombined with delayed
procurement and price stabilisation has led
tothis scenario,” says Kammardi.

Diversification

To find a solution to high input costs,
Vishwanath has been long advocating that
farmers sell about 30-40% of their yield in
the tender coconut stage.

“Another 30% can be sold as coconuts.
Farmers should make sure that they are
selling less than 30% of the yield in the form
of copra,”says Vishwanath.

Value addition is also lacking, according
toan official in the agriculture department.

“Thegovernmentcan think of introducing
machinestodeshell coconuts (alreadyinthe
market). Weshould think of ways of reducing
farmers'input costs,” he says.




Spike in spice export
as output touches
all-time high

UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
BENGALURU, DHNS

ndia’s spice sector
Ihas been registering im-
pressive growth over the
past two decades, with pro-
duction increasing at 7% per
annum and the area used for
production at 4.4% per an-
num, between 2005-06 and
2020-21, researchers said.
During the period, produc-
tivity hasincreased from 1.63
tonnesto 2.5 tonnes per hect-
are, according to data shared
by Dr D Prasath, Project Co-
ordinator, All India Co- _
ordinated Research 4

Project (AICRP) on &%

Spices, Indian In- $5¥%
stitute of Spices Re- &%
search, Kozhikode,
and Dr Sudheesh
Kulkarni, Scientist (Horti-
culture), AICRP on Spices,
Horticultural Research
and Extension Centre, Sirsi.

Production in 2021-22
stood at 111.2 lakh tonnes in
an area of 43.8 lakh hectares
across India, while in Karna-
takathefigureswere 9.6 lakh
tonnesand4,27,180 hectares
ofland, respectively.

The most produced and
exported spices are pepper,
cardamom, chilli, ginger, tur-
meric, coriander and cumin.
Outofthese,thelastfive make
up about 76% of the total pro-
duction.

Quoting figures from both
the Directorate of Arecanut
and Spices Development,

Board of India, the research-
ersnoted thatin 2020-21, the
export of spices reached an
all-time high by registering
a growth of 30% in volume.
India’s share in spices export
in 2021-22 globally stood at
1.5 million metric tonnes,
accounting for US $4.102
billion, thatis, 43% in volume
and 47% in value.

The ICAR-AICRP’s 34th
annual group meeting
on spices held last month
identified four new spice va-
rieties — Gujarat Ajwain-3,
Hisar Kalonji-12, IISR Am-
__rit - Mango Ginger, and
<, Kamakhya 1 - black
Jws pepper — for cultiva-
% tion and eight new

=% technologies cover-
S ing pestmanagement,

mixed croppingsystems
and intercropping of spices
with vegetables.

The development of spice
varieties and technology suit-
ed for production and export
is one among the many strat-
egiesadopted byresearchers
to improve production of
highly marketable spices in
the country.

They recommend the cre-
ation of a comprehensive ac-
tion plan to ensure food safe-
ty and sustainability in spice
production at the grassroots
level. The researchers also
suggest adopting high-tech
processing technologies to
meet changing food safe-
ty standards of importing
countries, besidestraining all

KozhikodeI and the Sgices stakeholdersatvariouslevels.
Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Dec.11, 2023




Price of Rajamudi rice breaches 100 mark owing to depleted supply

Sharath §. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

The price of Rajamudi, a
rice variety cultivated in a
small area around Hassan
which is popular for its
taste and perceived health
benefits, has hit a record
high. If the regular Sona
Masuri rice varieties saw a
rise in prices by an average
of 25% due to deficient
rainfall earlier, the Rajamu-
di variety has seen a steep
hike of almost 100%.

With the Rajamudi cul-
tivated area coming down
this year due to drought,
the price in Bengaluru in-
creased to a range of 3100
to 110 a kg a fortnight ago,
from 352 to I60 a kg a few

months back. The organic
Rajamudi variety costs
around 30 a kg and
above. A quintal of Raja-
mudi paddy that was
around 2,500 last year, is
now more than 34,000, a
record high for this variety.

Growing areas

Severe drought in the un-
ique cultivating area in Ho-
lenarsipur, Channarayap-
tana, and Arkalgud taluks
of Hassan district, parts of
Periyapatna taluk of Mysu-
ru district, and parts of
Kushalanagar in Kodagu
district has led to a steep
reduction in the cultivation
of Rajamudi this year.
While the current stock
that is being sold is from
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Cause and effect: Rajamudi rice is cultivated in a small area

around Hassan. Severe drought has led to its price doubling.

the December 2022 har-
vest, the new paddy will be
harvested this month but
the yield is expected to be
low. Unlike other paddy va-
rieties that are about 120-

day crops, Rajamudi is a
140- to 150-day crop.
“Farmers dependent on
the Hemavati water from
the reservoir at Gorur did
not get sufficient water

from canals and a large
area remained uncultivat-
ed. Those who receive the
Hemavati water through
gravitational canals direct-
ly from the river had cultiv-
ated sugarcane already,”
Hoysala S. Appaji of Raja-
mudi Growers’ Association
in Holenarsipur told The
Hindu. “Against a normal 1
to 1.25 lakh acre under Ra-
jamudi cultivation, this
year saw a cultivation in
about 30% to 40% of the
total area.” He said that
whatever is trickling into
the market now is what is
being sold by farmers who
had held a small stock for
their personal
consumption.

Dattatreya, a farmer at

Kanagalu village in Periya-
patna taluk, said that those
farmers cultivating in com-
mand areas of tanks where
water was available could
grow Rajamudi. “Farmers
have also reduced Rajamu-
di cultivation since it is not
lucrative. The yield is
about 16 to 18 quintals an
acre. Due to erratic rainfall
this year, some farmers al-
so shifted to ragi.” He said,
“Farmers have not benefit-
ted much from the price in-
crease. By the time the
price went up most farm-
ers had sold their produce.
Only a few who had held
stocks have benefitted.”
Acknowledging the
huge price increase, presi-
dent of the Bengaluru

Wholesale Grains and Puls-
es Merchants Association
Ramesh Chandra Lahoti
said, “It is true that the
price of Rajmudi has dou-
bled. But where is the
crop? There is no water or
rain. We have to see in De-
cember what quantity of
Rajamudi flows into the
market and that will deter-
mine prices.”

In contrast, he pointed
out that the price of the
new arrival of Sona Masuri
varieties had dropped by
6% to 8% whereas the
price of old rice remained
steady. “The wholesale
price of old raw rice in So-
na Masuri variety is about
55 to 160 a kg whereas the
price of new arrivals of raw

rice is around ¥52 a kg. The
price of Sona Masuri
steamed rice in the new
crop this year is about ¥48
akg”

Sunil Kumar of Bengalu-
ru-based Arogya Organics,
which sources Rajamudi
from organic FPOs, admit-
ted that the sale of Rajamu-
di had taken a hit due to
high cost while there had
been variations in supply
too. “Organic Rajamudi
which was around ¥70 a kg
a few months ago, is now
around %130. Though a si-
milar spike had happened
a couple of years ago des-
pite a good crop, Rajamudi
breached the 100 mark
for the first a fortnight
ago”

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Dec. 11, 2023

Profit, a tough nut to crack for
vendors at Kadalekai Parishe

Surabhi Gorebal

Navya Naveli
BENGALURU

Although they arrived at
the annual Kadalekai Par-
ishe (groudnut fair) in the
hopes of making profits,
the groundnut vendors at
the extravagant cultural
fair reported that they saw
a dip in business this year.
The Parishe was formally
inaugurated on Monday,
but Bull Temple Road was
thronged by visitors during
the weekend.

Rajaram, a groundnut
seller from Ramachan-
drapura, said: “This year’s
profit is significantly lower.
While last year I earned
35,000, this year I am
struggling to even make
%4,000. 1 bought ground-
nuts from the farmers for
160 per kg and selling
them at 50 for 200 gm.”

Lakshmi A., vendor
from Mallasandra, said: “I
am selling groundnuts at
50 per litre; the price has

-

remained the same as last
year. People come here for
the Kadalekai Parishe but
indulge more at food stalls
and buying clothes.
Groundnut sales have not
picked up this year. I antici-
pated this event for a
month, but the profit falls
short of last year’s.”
However, the customers

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Dec. 12, 2023

have their own problems
with purchasing ground-
nuts at the fair. S Nagaraja,
a 73-year-old resident of
Jayanagar, said: “Most of
the good groundnuts are
taken by the oil companies
and different manufactur-
ers. This is why people are
hesitant to buy groundnuts
from vendors.”

7 £ : L v
Kadalekai Parishe on Bull Temple Road was formally inaugurated on Monday. K. MURALI KUMAR

Apart from a dip in busi-
ness, groundnut farmers,
many of whom had come
to sell their crop, said the
lack of rainfall this year af-
fected the quality of the
groundnuts. Along with
farmers and sellers from
Karnataka, the fair also
had farmers from Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.



Amidst drought, Centre yet to approve
increasing man-days under MGNREGA

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

Stating that 895 crore is
available with the district
administration to under-
take drought relief, Reve-
nue Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda on Monday said
that the Centre has not
approved increase of
man-days under MGNRE-
GA that could stem rural
migration.

“We have already
reached 10.9 crore man-
days out of 13 crore this
year. It is not sufficient
and we have asked the
Centre to increase the
man-days from 100 to 150
days for individuals and a
total of 16 crore man-days.
Though it would help in
arresting rural migration,
the Centre has not said

Revenue Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda during the Assembly
session. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

anything yet,” the Reve-
nue Minister told the Le-

gislative Assembly.
Amidst a protest by the
Opposition, which re-

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Dec. 12, 2023
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mained in the well raising
slogans, that interrupted
his response on the dis-
cussion on drought, Mr.
Gowda said that the go-
vernment was ahead of
other States that are
drought-hit in submitting
memorandum to the
Centre.

“Despite the Centre’s
team visiting the State,
the Centre has not come
to our rescue. If you have
guts, get us an appoint-
ment from the Centre. We
have not been given ap-
pointment despite multi-
ple reminders,” he said,
turning the tables on the
Bharatiya Janata Party.

“The preparation is
such that 6,287 villages
and 914 urban wards have
been identified as vulner-
able places in the State.

There is no problem, but
we have to be ready for fu-
ture instead of scrambling
for solution when the pro-
blem arises,” the Minister
said.

Instruction to banks

He also said that the go-
vernment has directed
the State-level bankers
committee to restructure
the loan and not harass
farmers.

Mr. Gowda also said
that while the data with
State shows that 70% of
farmers are small and
marginal, the data with
Centre shows 44%.

“We have sent the Aad-
haar linked data of farm-
ers to the Centre. The
Centre is not ready to ac-
cept our claim,” the Minis-
ter said.
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Garlic breaches X300 per kg
mark due to supply crunch

Jvoti Harpal
Rishabh Sachdeva

BENGALURU

The price of garlic, an es-
sential in many kitchens,
has nearly doubled within
a short timeframe, and has
surpassed 300 per kg in
Bengaluru. The primary
factor contributing to this
surge is the inadequate
rainfall in neighbouring
States, leading to dimin-
ished garlic supply.

A lack of local availabili-
ty to meet the demand has
driven up the prices, trad-
ers said. They anticipate a
continuation of this trend,
projecting even steeper
prices in the upcoming
days, exacerbated by
heightened demand dur-
ing the wedding season.

Muniraju, a wholesaler
at the Agriculture Produce
and Livestock Market Com-
mittee, said: “Garlic supply
for all of us comes from
Gujarat. With the current
absence of production,
prices have witnessed a
surge, reflecting the chal-
lenges posed by the cur-
rent market dynamics.”

At K.R. Market, Naser
Ullah, wholesale trader,
said: “Supply has been low
over the last two months,
and customers have either
stopped buying or are pur-
chasing very small quanti-
ties. Last year, we sold gar-
lic for ¥30-340 per kg, but
the price rose from 3150-
%160 to above T300 per kg
in just 15 days due to
scarcity.

In retail markets, many
traders have stopped
bringing garlic for sale
from the wholesale mar-

Source

Garlic supply for all of us
comes from Gujarat.
With the current
absence of production,
prices have witnessed a
surge, reflecting the
challenges posed by the
current market
dynamics.

MUNIRAJU,

Wholesaler at the Agriculture
Produce and Livestock Market
Committee

kets. Lakshmi Devi, a local
vendor in Cox Town, said:
“I am unaware of why gar-
lic prices have been rising
so rapidly, but it has be-
come difficult for me as I
can only afford to buy a
small quantity”.

While consumers ex-
pressed their dissatisfac-
tion about having to buy
most commodities at inflat-
ed prices, hoteliers said
they had no choice but to
buy the essential at a hiked
price. Veerendra N. Kamat,
secretary, Bruhat Bengalu-
ru Hoteliers Association,

S O

Women sorting garlic at a market in Bengaluru. JYOTI HARPAL
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said: “We experience this
kind of situation every year
and after a month or half,
the prices will come down.
We still use the same
amount of garlic as we did
before, but we purchase it
at higher price. We cannot
change the price of the
food items. The govern-
ment should monitor this
as there are many cases of
artificial demand-supply. ”

Priya Desai, a customer
in Cox Town, said: “It is
disheartening to see essen-
tial items becoming more
expensive. While we have
grown somewhat accus-
tomed to recent price fluc-
tuations, managing these
changes still poses a
challenge.”

However, some traders
believe the price of garlic
will come down in a few
days when demand falls
due to hiked price.

Imran Sayyed, a whole-
saler at K.R. market, said:
“Demand has already de-
creased rapidly, and we ex-
pect prices to normalise
within 20-25 days, as soon
as the new crop hits the
market.”

: The Hindu, p.2, Dec. 14, 2023




‘Govt. will try to credit
<2,000 as initial drought
relief from this week

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

The government will try to
credit ¥2,000 as initial
drought relief to the bank
accounts of farmers start-
ing from Challakere taluk
in Chitradurga district this
week, Revenue Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda told
the Legislative Council on
Wednesday.

Replying to the debate
over drought situation un-
der Rule 68, the Minister
said that 115 villages and
four wards in the State
now faced drinking water
issues.

The government has
asked the district adminis-
trations to be ready by fi-
nalising bids for tanker
water supply to proble-
matic villages and wards,
within 24 hours. Bids have
already been invited in
many districts.

He said that the govern-
ment has identified 6,237
villages and 914 wards as
vulnerable to drought

based on history. He said
that 3,836 private bore-
wells have been identified
in the State for drawing
water in case needed.

The Minister reiterated
that the government has
sought 18,171 crore from
Union government for
drought relief to which the
Centre has so far not
responded.

The government has al-
so appealed to the Centre
to increase the man-days
under MNREGA from
mandatory 100 days to 150
days to prevent the migra-
tion of labourers from
villages.

The Opposition BJP
members said that the
State is pointing fingers at
the Centre for its failure to
tackle drought. BJP mem-
ber Kota Srinivas Poojary
demanded the govern-
ment to release 310,000
crore for drought-relief
works. Shouting slogans
against the government la-
ter the BJP members
walked out.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Dec. 14, 2023




Eight Bills passed,
including those
on BBMP and
recruitment exam

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

The Karnataka Legislative
Assembly on Wednesday
passed eight Bills, includ-
ing The Karnataka Public
Examination (Measures for
Prevention of Corruption
and Unfair Means in Re-
cruitment) Bill, 2023, that
seeks to prevent malprac-
tice in recruitment exami-
nation, and The Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like and Certain Other Law
(Amendment) Bill, 2023,
that protects the State from
returning about IL,712
crore to the developers.

Money collected
Initiating the discussion on
the BBMP Bill, Deputy
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar said that while
%1,712 crore has been col-
lected between 2015-2023
as ground rent, T688 crore
is yet to be collected. “Be-
cause there was a legal la-
cunae, the amendment is
being moved. Otherwise,
we have to repay the mo-
ney that we have already
spent.”

Stating that the amount
fixed for license fee,
ground rent, completion
report and commence-
ment fee among others has
been enhanced, former
Deputy Chief Minister C.N.
Ashwath Narayan said that
the fees come to about 7%
of the construction cost.
“Fee is linked to the build-
ing and not the size of the
land. It has to be reduced.”

BJP member S. Suresh
Kumar also pointed out
that instead of fixing a
specific rate, the govern-
ment has fixed an upper li-
mit, giving scope for dis-
cretionary powers. In
response, Mr. Shivakumar
said that there is no propo-
sal to increase any fee, and
that the government is con-
sidering to reduce it. “We
will consider the sugges-

tion when rules are
framed.”
In the light of the police

sub-inspector recruitment

Proposal on
tax withdrawn

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

The State government on
Wednesday withdrew the
proposed 10% lifetime tax
on electric vehicles whose
cost exceeded 320 lakh.
The provision was part of
The Karnataka Motor Vehi-
cles Taxation (Second
Amendment) Bill, 2023,
which was passed in the
Legislative Assembly. BJP
members Araga [nanendra
and C.N. Ashwath Narayan
said that the government
should withdraw the pro-
posed 10 % LTT on EV be-
cause the vehicles were
less polluting and saved fo-
reign exchange.

scam that rocked the State
in 2022, the House passed
The Karnataka Public Ex-
amination (Measures for
Prevention of Corruption
and Unfair Means in Re-
cruitment) Bill 2023 mak-
ing offences cognisable,
non-bailable and non-com-
poundable. The offences
attract imprisonment rang-
ing from 5 years to 12 years
and a fine ranging from ¥10
lakh to T10 crore.

To prevent diversion
The House passed The Kar-
nataka Scheduled Castes
Sub Allocation and Tribal
Sub Allocation (Planning,
Allocation and Utilisation
of Financial Resources)
(Amendment) Bill, 2023
that seeks to remove Sec-
tion 7 D that currently al-
lows deemed expenditure.
The House also passed
The Karnataka High Court
(Amendment) Bill, 2023,
Sri  Renuka Yellamma
Kshetra Tourism Develop-
ment Board Bill, 2023, The
Karnataka Civil Courts
(Amendment) Bill, 2023,
The Hampi World Heritage
Area Management Authori-
ty (Amendment) Bill, 2023.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Dec. 14, 2023
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Tur dal prices go up 1/3rd amid erratic rain

Vindhya.Pabolu
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Tur dal prices
havesurged for the third time
in the past six months. The
staple Indian commodity,
which cost Rs120-160 per kgin
the retail market in October,
isnow priced at Rs 160-210 per
kg, depending on the quality.
Stakeholders attributed the
one-thirdriseinpricetoerra-
tic rain and depletion of soil

moisture, thus impacting
production.
Kalaburagi, Vijayapura,

Bidar, Yadgir, and Raichur are
the main tur dal-growing pro-
ducing districts in the state.

UPWARDS TREND

While turdal isarabi crop, un-
seasonal rain in winter has af-
fected harvest. Farmers say
they have seen a 50% loss in
their crops this time. Bhaskar
Rao, a tur dal cultivator in
Shahapur taluk, Yadgir dis-
trict, explained, “First, there
was no rain, so flowering was

slow. Later; there was excess
rain, damaging the small flo-
wering plants. We lost 50% of
our crop this time.”

Experts say the prices
might go up further by Janua-
ry. Prakash Kammardi, argo
economist and former chair-
man of Karnataka Agricultu-
ral Prices Commission, said,
“Factors such as drought, dise-
ases and excess rain have col-
lectively led to a decrease in
production. Tur dal consistent-
lyfaceshighdemand. Second is
the influence of middlemen
manipulating the market and
the government’s inability to
intervene effectively”

Mannur DM, director of

Source: Vijayavani, p.3, Dec .14, 2023
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Agriculture Research Institu-
te, Kalaburagi, emphasised
that the situation mirrors pre-
vious year’s below-normal tur
dal production due to insuffi-
cientrain. “The current stock,
procured for Rs 5,000 per quin-
tal, now commands a price of
Rs 12,000 and is expected to ri-
se to Rs 15,000 by the end of Ja-
nuary. Tur dal, usually consi-
dered drought-friendly, has
struggled to withstand cons-
tant drought conditions, re-
sulting in significant losses
during the flowering stage,”
heexplained.

“The current challenges
faced by tur dal farmers have
prompted some to shift to al-

ternative crops such as cot-
ton, Bengal grams and jowar,
further exacerbating the
shortage in tur dal supply.
With persistent crop losses
over the past three years and
the current market dyna-
mics, tur dal prices may to-
uch Rs 250 per kg shortly,”
Mannur said.

Ramesh Chandra Lahoti,
president, Grains Merchants
Association and FKCCI, no-
ted that the new crop ente-
ring Kalaburagi wholesale
market is already priced at
Rs100/kg. He predicts whole-
sale price at Yeshwantpur
market may reach Rs 200 per
kg by January 15.

Back to Contents




Decentralisation

Govt. to table provisions to legalise
ground rent with retrospective effect

The amendment will stop the BBMP from paying nearly 32,300 crore to builders. Builders had earlier approached the High

Court challenging the ground rent system, and the court termed it ‘illegal’ and directed the civic body to return the money

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he State govern-
Tment will be ta-
bling an amend-

ment to the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like Act (BBMP), 2020 to
regularise the collection of
ground rent with retros-
pective effect.

The Cabinet on Thurs-
day gave its approval for
the provision that was sent
by the Urban Development
Department (UDD).

The amendment will
stop the BBMP from paying
nearly 2,300 crore to buil-
ders. The builders had ear-
lier approached the High
Court (HC) challenging the
ground rent system, and
the court termed the sys-

0.

The BBMP collects ground rent from builders for they using public

space to dump construction material. FILE PHOTO

tem “illegal” and directed
the BBMP to return the
money to the builders.
According to sources in
the real estate community,
the BBMP collects ground

rent from builders for
them using public space to
dump construction mate-
rial.

This, along with scruti-
ny fee and various cess, is

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Dec. 9, 2023
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linked to the guidance va-
lue of property.

The civic body was col-
lecting ground rent even
when the builders did not
dump construction mate-
rial on footpaths and pu-
blic spaces maintained by
the BBMP, the builders
contended.

Now except those build-
ing independent houses in
small sites, the bigger real-
tors constructing group
housing projects no longer
dump construction mate-
rial on public spaces.

A builder who peti-
tioned against the practice
in the High Court argued
that collecting ground rent
from builders when they
did not utilise public space
was illegal.

A BBMP official talking

to The Hindu said to avoid
payments owing to insuffi-
cient funds in the coffers,
the Town Planning Depart-
ment proposed to bring an
amendment to the BBMP
Act, 2020 to make this pro-
vision with retrospective
effect.

The State government
favoured this proposal and
the approval was given in
the Cabinet.

However, the builders
said the government may
now make a provision in
the Act with retrospective
effect, but they argued the
provision would remain
“unfair” as it was levying
ground rent on builders
who do not use public
spaces. The amendment is
likely to again face legal
challenge, sources said.



Civic body asks telecom companies
to declare unauthorised OFCs

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP)
has issued a public not-
ice asking telecom service
providers (TSPs) and Inter-
net service providers to
declare unauthorised opti-
cal-fibre cables (OFCs) laid
in the city after which the
same will be regularised.

According to the latest
data available with the
BBMP, 31 companies had
taken permission to lay
12,463 km of ducts, but on
the ground the companies
have laid 97,000 km of
ducts. This means 84,537
km of ducts are illegal. For
one km of ducts, TSPs
have to pay about ¥850
and non-telecom compa-
nies have to pay 3450 as
ground rent.

This July, Chief Civic
Commissioner Tushar Giri

According to BBMP data, 31 companies have taken permission to

lay 12,463 km of ducts, but on the ground the companies have laid

97,000 km of ducts. FILE PHOTO

Nath said Deputy Chief Mi-
nister and Bengaluru De-
velopment Minister D.K.
Shivakumar had instruct-
ed the civic body to pre-
pare a report on the per-
mission given for ducts in
the city and an on-ground
report of the ducts.

He had then said that
the civic body will revise
the penalty for illegal ca-
bles and regularise all ex-
isting OFCs in the city.

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Dec. 9, 2023
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Former BJP councillor
N.R. Ramesh, who headed
a OFC committee in the
BBMP council in 2013 and
spearheaded a similar reg-
ularisation exercise in
2015, said the civic body
had the potential to earn
up to 15,000 crore from
the exercise.

“In 2015, a similar an-
nouncement was made
and companies only de-
clared 1,200 km of illegally
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laid OFCs, which were reg-
ularised after collecting
penalty. Even now the
same process will likely be
followed,” he said.

However, with no sev-
ere repercussions for lay-
ing illegal OFCs, TSPs and
Internet service providers
lack incentive to declare
OFCs and pay the penalty
incurring huge costs,
sources in the civic body
said.

While there have been
suggestions made by Mr.
Ramesh that the civic body
pull out or pour acid into
illegally laid ducts to make
these OFCs defunct, as a
way to force these compa-
nies to come around,
sources in the civic body
said this would disrupt
mobile and Internet ser-
vices in the city, and given
that the city is an IT hub,
these services were consi-
dered critical.
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73.9K cr spent on development
works this fiscal: govt data

No new projects; focus on

clearing pending bills

BHARATH JOSHI
BELAGAVI, DHNS

nder pressure to spend
l beyond the five guar-
antees, Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah has shown an
expenditure of Rs 73,928 crore
on development works so far,
thisfiscal,accordingtodatata-
bledin the ongoinglegislature
session.

However, this does not in-
clude newworksasthegovern-
ment is focussing on clearing
pending bills and meeting fis-
cal commitments of ongoing
projects, DHhas learnt.

In a written reply to the

Legislative Council, Siddara-
maiah rejected the notion that
the guaranteeshavestalled de-
velopmental works.

“There hasnotbeenanyset-
back to developmental works
in the state. That’s because
guarantees are being funded
with money specifically ear-
marked for them in the bud-
get. Funds meant for other
developmental works are not
beingused for the guarantees,”
Siddaramaiah, the finance
minister, stated.

Up until November this fis-
cal, the Congress government
has spent Rs 3,114 crore more
than the previous BJP regime

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and hs deputy D K Shivakumar

in the Legislative Assembly during the winter session
of the legislature at Suvarna Vidhana Soudha in Belagavi
onFriday.

achieved inthe corresponding
period in 2022-23, Siddara-
maiah stated.

Developmental expendi-
tureuntil November 2022 was
Rs 70,814 crore.

The five guarantees-Gruha
Lakshmi, Gruha Jyoti, Anna
Bhagya, Shaktiand Yuva Nidhi
-helped the Congressstormto
power in Karnataka. Similar
‘guarantees’ were promised

by the Congress in the neigh-
bouring Telangana, where the
party haswon.

Siddaramaiah has ear-
marked Rs 36,857 croreforthe
five guaranteesinthe 2023-24
fiscal. Atthe end of November,
the government had spent
Rs13,005 croreonthe guaran-
tees, according to data.

The Gruha Lakshmi guar-
antee hasincurred the highest
expenditure of Rs 5,372 crore,
followed by Anna Bhagya
(Rs 3,357 crore), Gruha Jyoti
(Rs 2,902 crore) and Shakti
(Rs1,375 crore).

Yuva Nidhi, the unemploy-
mentallowance guarantee for
graduates and diploma-hold-
ers, is yet to see registrations
or enrolments.

On average, the govern-
ment needs Rs 4,664 crore a
monthtofund the guarantees.
Spending on the guarantees
is driven by beneficiary enrol-
ment, Siddaramaiah stated.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Dec.9, 2023

Excise revenue touches 322.7k crore
as of Dec, sales see slight jump

Meeting 236k Crore Target A Tall Order, Especially Because Of Drought

Chethan.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Revenue from
the excise department — se-
enasoneof themainsources
of income for the govern-
ment implementing multi-
ple guarantee schemes this
year — appears poised to
breach previous year’s col-
lection even as touching the
target set for this yearrema-
insatallorder.

As of December 7, the re-
venue has crossed Rs 22,750
crore as against the annual
target of Rs 36,000 crore. Last
year, the department had col-
lected Rs 29,920 crore. While
the department is confident
of breaching that by the end
of thisfiscal, it may not mana-
ge to reach this year’s target
with under four months left.

While a large part of the
increase in revenue is attri-
butable to the increased ad-
ditional excise duty (AED)—
it was hiked by 20% across 18
price slabs of IML and 10%
for beer in the last budget —
sales of both beer and IML
have increased compared to
the same period last year. Itis

April - Jun Jul - Sep
LAY (S M23-24 22-23

Oct - Dec

I ER VRTINS  2imu23-24 “iML22-23 A Beer 23-24 * Beer 2223 TOTAL
177 1712 1758 1485 1792
* 5189
1185 126.5
1044 928 798 1 79 96.3
‘ a L Q (@ 2805

Figures are in Lakh Carton Boxes

8,465.2cr

April - Jun %7,721.2¢cr
Jul - Sept g\/g =i
Oct - Dec v\ /v\ /_?6'13&9:;,556.7cr

Source: State excise dept

*Up to Dec 7 | Figures rounded ol}

further expected to increase
this month on account of
New Year celebrations befo-
rerationalising in January.
“Usually, we see a dip af-
ter an increase in December,
the demand remains low in
January. While we are hope-
ful of earning more than last
year, adding another Rs
13,250 crore appears a bit dif-
ficult as we see it. All efforts
arebeingmadetoachieve the
target set by the government
but there’s a drought situa-
tion in the state that will im-

pact sales of alcohol,” a se-
nior excise official said.

TOI accessed month-wi-
se data for 2023-24 and the
previous year, which shows
that between April 1 and No-
vember 30, 2023, the depart-
ment earned Rs 22,157.2 cro-
re,whichisRs 2,501 crore mo-
re than it had earned in the
same period last fiscal. The
official said, “As of yesterday
(December 7), the revenue
stands at Rs 22,750 crore.”
That’s an addition of Rs 593
crore in one week.

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Dec.9, 2023
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Wine Merchants’ Associa-
tion president Honnagiri
Gowda said, “The depart-
ment, given itstarget, isapply-
ing a lot of pressure on us.
While sales have increased
compared to last year, the
jump in revenue is more due
to the hike in AED. We antici-
pate some demand this
month, butIamnot sure if the
target set for the year can be
achieved by the department.”

By November 30 this ye-
ar, 469 lakh carton boxes of
IML had been sold, compa-

red to 455 lakh in the same
period last year. Beer sales
also increased to touch 323
lakh carton boxes compa-
red to 244.5 lakh carton box-
es. Sales data for the first
week of December was not
immediately available.

Analysis of the month-
wise data from the depart-
ment shows that IML sales
in April 2023 (53 1lakh carton
boxes) had dipped by 1.5%
compared to April 2022.
This brought down the
month’s revenue to Rs
2,308.2 crore, which was 4%
lessthan the Rs 2,402.3 crore
earned in April 2022.

The revenue had dipped
despite the sales of beer in
April increasing by nearly
5% to touch 38.6 lakh carton
boxes, compared to 36.8 lakh
carton boxes in April 2022.
“That’s because the duty on
IML is higher. And IML sales
were low as the supply was
restrained because of elec-
tions,” the official said. Bar-
ring April, all other months
of 2023-24 have shown an in-
crease in sales of IML and re-
venue, whilebeer sales conti-
nued tobeonahigh.



Diversion of SC/ST
funds must stop

f I Yhe Karnataka Legislature Committee on the Wel-
fare of Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes has re-
ported that the amount earmarked for the welfare

of SC/STs in the state is not reaching them and has called

for a new mechanism to ensure that the allocated funds
are utilised for the purpose and efficiently. According to
the report, there are 1.8 crore individuals belonging to
the SC/ST communities in Karnataka. Since 2013, the
government has provided Rs 2.5 lakh crore to the com-
munitiesunderthe Scheduled Castes Sub-Planand Tribal

Sub-Plan, butasubstantial portion of thisamount hasnot

been used for the purposes of the SC/ST specifically and

hasnotreached the intended recipients.

In2013, thelegislature passed The Karnataka Scheduled
Caste Sub-Allocation and Tribal Sub-Allocation (Planning,
Allocation and Utilisation of Financial Resources) Act to
make it mandatory to allot funds for the welfare of SC/
ST communities in proportion to their population. The
Act also made it clear that the allocated funds could not
be diverted to other purposes and should only be spent on
schemes thatdirectly benefit the SC/ST population. How-
ever, Section 7(d) of the Actprovided
aloopholetothisasitpermitted what
has come to be known as “deemed [y 1 practi ce
expenditure”,especiallywithrespect 7
to infrastructure projects. For in- of “deemed
stance,aportionofthefundsallotted Wi Ti [111] {48
to SC/ST welfare can be diverted
toward the construction of flyovers

atrickto
orroadsonthegroundthatthesefa- i[{TgR{1])[1

cilities are also used by the people of
these communities. Though thespir-
it of the Actis that the funds should
be ‘non-divisible’, this provision has
been misused by successive governments, including the
previous BJPregime. This clause defeats thevery purpose
of the legislation which was designed to ensure that gov-
ernment mandatorily spends an earmarked amount on
the welfare of SC/ST communities.

Recently, the Siddaramaiah-led government had come
under fire forits decision todivertover Rs11,000 crore out
oftheRs 34,294 crore allotted for SC/ST sub-plansto fund
the five guarantees announced by the Congress in the
run up to the 2023 Assembly elections. Under criticism
from Dalit organisations, the government is now said to
be contemplating scrapping of Section 7(d). The relevant
amendment should be passed in the current session of
thelegislatureitself. The government should also release
awhite paper on SC/ST sub-plan spendingssothataclear
picture emerges on the extent of diversion of funds. The
practice of “deemed expenditure” should end immedi-
ately and 100% of the funds earmarked for SC/ST devel-
opment should be spent exclusively on the communities,
asrequired bythe Act. Diversion of such fundsamountsto
injustice to the most marginalised sections of the society.

must end

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Dec.9, 2023
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Karnataka to soon have a
logistics policy

Single window clearance &
infra development in the works

v

LAVPREET KAUR
BENGALURU, DHNS

arnataka will soon see
B anew logistics policy to
ddress the high-cost
concerns of industries. Ad-
dressing industrialists at the
BCIC Manufacturing Con-
clave, on Friday, Karnataka
Commissioner for Industrial
Development and Director
Industries & Commerce, Gov-
ernment of Karnataka Gunjan
Krishna, informed that a draft
policy was in the making.

“We have already drafted
the logistics policy to enhance
efficiency and reduce costs
andarereadyto placeitbefore
the state cabinet,” Krishna
told DH, elaborating on her
statementat the conclave.

The policy aims to make it
easy for anybody to operate a
logistics business, warehous-
ing and integrate technology.
Ttwillimprove the ease of doing
businessin thissector, offering

multiple aspects including
pollution) and easy access to
licences. Italso proposes major
industrial corridorstoeasethe
movementofgoods, withlower
turnaround times.

“Today we spend 14% on our
logistics and there is so much
inefficiency in the system,”
Krishna said. “When it comes
toair, we are very good but our
port becomes an issue simply
because of western ghats,”
she added. The western coast
of India has several key ports
responsible for the movement
of large quantities of goods.
Ports along the western ghats
including Kandla Port, Jawa-
harlal Nehru Port, Kochi Port,
New Mangalore Port, Mumbai
Port and Mormugao Port wit-
nessamuch higher movement
of goods than the ports on the
east coast.

The policy, aimed at cre-
ating a better ecosystem for
business, is expected to at-
tract more warehouses in the

] Gunjan Krishna

working on improving indus-
trial infrastructure, offering
plug-and-play facilities for
foreign companies setting up
shop here while easing access
to finance, technology, market
and efficient supply chains
for micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSME) growth,
Krishnainformed.

With about 10 million reg-
istered MSMEs. Karnataka is
currently the fourth-largest
contributor to India’s MSME
GDP and has a share of about
8%.

In the next 2-3 months, the
governmentisalso expected to
launch a platform that will in-
tegrate information from var-
ious markets across the globe
ina “chat-GPT way” to ensure
there is no information asym-

asingle window clearance (for _state. The government is also _metry for the MSME owners.

Evolving manufacturing
hub

She also pointed out that Kar-
nataka’s growing focus is on
promoting electronic com-
ponent manufacturing, aero-
space and defence, besides
employment-intensive sectors
like textiles and electronics
manufacturing, particularly
semiconductors. She added
that Tata-owned Wistron and
Foxconn in Bengaluru will
employ 40,000 and 1-1.5 lakh
people respectively.

Moreand more foreign com-
panies are setting up shops in
Karnataka because of skilled
workers, Krishnaunderscored
stressing that the government
isfocused onimprovingskilling
opportunities going forward.

Krishna also touched on the
challenges presented to India

post-pandemicsuch asclimate
change, navigating geopolitical
dynamics and seizing opportu-
nities amid global uncertain-
ties, moving towards a more
Al-driven economy and global
demographic shifts.
Manufacturingis crucial for
India to reach the $8.3 trillion
export goal by 2047, said L
Krishnan, Managing Direc-
tor, Taegutec India. “Despite
the immense opportunities at
hand, it is crucial not to take
them for granted. Policymak-
ing and reform efforts are un-
derway, with the government
moving in the right direction.
However, the industry must
also play a proactive role by
planning, preparing, and per-
forming, while embracing a
sustainable approach across
roduct. process.and people.”

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Dec.9, 2023

Govt looks to plug revenue leaks as fiscal pressure grows

Autoliquor licence
renewalamong
reforms planned

—v

BHARATH JOSHI
BENGALURU, DHNS

utomatic renewal of
liquor licences and
andatory digital pay-

ments for stamp duties are
among the big-ticket reforms
theSiddaramaiah government
is betting on to augment reve-
nuesasitbraces formorefiscal
headwinds.

Heading into the crucial
Lok Sabha polls in the 2024~
25 fiscal, Siddaramaiah,
the finance minister, will
have to think about swelling
expenditure that is straining
the exchequer: Rs 52,000
crore for the five guarantees;
Rs 21,000 crore towards
energy subsidies; and Rs
8,000 crore to hike salaries as
per the 7th Pay Commission.

Revenue Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda, whoisinvolvedin
the ongoing effort to improve
revenuestreams, said the gov-
ernmentwantsto plugleakag-
eswherever possible.

The excise department is
big on the reforms map. Kar-

Raising revenues &k

m Currently, excise = The move We're looking
licence renewalisonan | will reduce at government
annual basis; govt wants | corruption financial

to move to automatic and make the institutions and
renewals based on industry more companies for
online payments professional enforcement and

® Automating processing of distillery
layout blueprints is being proposed,
allowing approved drawings to be

downloaded from the web

nataka has not issued new
CL-2 (retail) and CL-9 (bar
& restaurants) licences since
1992, making them a prized
possession. Hundreds of these
covetedlicences change hands
everyyearatahuge premium,

digital payments

KRISHNA
BYRE GOWDA
Revenue Minister

which the government does
not get.

Because new licences are
not being issued, the existing
ones are transferred or sold
at a ‘premium’ while all that
the government gets is a

licence fee ranging from Rs
4-8.5lakh.

An Income Tax-like face-
less system for licensing has
been proposed. Currently, the
excise licence renewal is on
an annual basis. “We want to
change to automatic renew-
als with licence validity up
to five years based on online
payments,” a top official said,
adding that this would reduce
corruption and make the in-
dustry more professional.

The governmentalso wants
toautomatethe process of ap-
proving distillery layout blue-
prints, which is currently “a
big hurdle”, the official said.

» Revenue, Page 6

Source: Continued..
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Govt looks to plug revenue leaks...

Revenue, from Page 3

The proposal is to allow ap-
proved drawings to be down-
loaded from the web. “We
want to simplify 14 different
exciserules,” the official said.

Gowda is planning a long-
term move from the current
e-stamping to digi-stamping.
As a precursor, he wants to
mandate digital payments
for stamp duties involving
institutions.

“Service contracts that
happen between two insti-
tutions, a lease agreement
between a developer and a
company or a toll operation
agreement, there’s a myriad
of transactions going on,”
Gowda said.

“We’re looking at govern-
ment financial institutions
and companies for enforce-
ment and digital payments,”
he said, adding that he has
held meetings with the Na-
tional e-Governance Services
Ltd for this.

According to sources, the
government is not realising
the full potential of stamp
duty revenues. This has
raised suspicions that even
e-stamps, which were intro-
duced after the multicrore
Telgi stamp paper scam in
the early 2000s, are being
duplicated.

Reforms will be inevitable
given that the government is
anticipating a revenue short-
fall this fiscal.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&6, Dec.10, 2023

18



DzobToed EX

0T Ho3 301 meedae) L3vmesn

He3)z30 301t SONTES We3TSNE TOSCOR IOX | MYTO0E3 LIDTRSE, T

B D2oDeed BGee dondnth

TG SRR SeRUFERY Toey Fo3 301
ermeodsy 3e8R 150 e39Te8n 8o, eweniay
woedey 307, @050, Beconed P JT0E,
Recomedodedd  wmeod, 30rode3s ooy
283N Sheor By JomIRe BRBEFOSD
oTFINI, OInPSy nodkdmen TOIOS
BREBo3 D0 AT BES HF) TOcwT IS
SF«)&'G% B3To0D IRA.

APIDoBOTY Hheed  SoBBIRT
Oogy BEOBFIAS DG TORES TOBcoT JTDODY
S ©o3RFy 2y JePUNS.  ApeITLIcDh
B0e00dnY [Owmen FReR IBS Q.
3. 30630 B TORODRY, OBRT.

&OBR Beovash BRe Y, BRCOJTY Tozy FoI
308 smeod 3e.15 SRy BUB3RSRADITRY
TOD evgdeDAIT. BazE3 Jon®des 318 T
BIBBR TR, Beom Bazd JonmEs 3.8
3833, Tz, BTt e39Bedrt evgaNcs.

381 Shweos Teesg JegBod 3r 3oriodess
ca&sg ége%sriv earjoim ToB oY) SFSRONFRY

e, nedmedd rH3nRmeson }-Boved So3THE
Teod Drichrieddesd, dQort S, Mt
Fnozerd evTdeEnd nedrmeddod SFeERTI
SRBEED Bt /ewIn® BIRo3NTIRy
20B3ReTLIER), DY AH TN BRIToB
OB NG DO CES TOXDTL,
geod HOTY I3 oSeemInon obmes ARNB
BRBTeN B B3R D0 VOB JERT.
oaaséd esz:)aég TR a’u%sa soode Baonen
Beo  BRREOTLD  ODIBE B TAD
B3, VRN, BT MBI wBZHord
JWS BeYR.  OBBE DEDOINGRY Do
TUGOWOR  BeTeBL  IHoIFIT B

D SnBBRYSD, BYs B GBI
Segoon AW FoTANY BN Do B
g, ¥y IROE0HHOE Tory TEETE,
Bed) BEch IDFBOOR Ferie ToeyBY BARE
BegrdIRoon ¢y Iidesdee  TIoDHoRY
30312YBLIE HOTDH BN AT BAT.

Mmool oS HPI:  Tecs oD
aba%agmg reCoesny em)a'sgdie Jo20H2B03
B[ Jodecar 3riday veRBHoISE A0 Horte
Do 3T 3.3 T N3 LVYOXTI MBS
o3Redne 200r ong; JomdRe ROt
31e0R ¥HrE BURslod FoDHIFTRY, oty BLasodS
DR TOBeOB0DE JrIeeNT.

AnFPe Too JBRY: TTZ Tt JRETY
Rwg BREEIoWoR 78,363 Beet3 Te. DO
SARNPTN  WomBTRN).  IPIRFETY
B3RP o JBEOY. ToxR) WOTND JoB
Qehso3 médoéae Odoa’éa*? §oa€(aeso€®$€)
Se&d3. I BeBZoHIY SRBEB Seed &
Apod SIS, BYd ol w3 Joweds
20TY VB, LVRBRYI.

Bengaluru Edition
Dec 15, 2023 Page No. 18
Powered by : eReleGo.com

Source: Vijayavani, p.10, Dec.15, 2023

19



Hardly 30% housing

projects complete
in state: Govt data

‘Siddu govt focusing
on completing
existing projects’

——v—

BENGALURU, DHNS

ot even 30% of houses
Npromised to beneficiar-
ies under various hous-
ing schemes in the state have
neared completion. Of a total
of 4.611akh houses sanctioned
under 10 housing schemes in
the state over the last three
years, the government has
completed only 1.3 lakh hous-
es, government data shows.
According to data tabled by
the Housing Department in
the Legislative Council in re-
sponse to questions in this re-
gardraised by MLCs D S Arun
and Aravind Kumar Arali, the
government has sanctioned as
manyas 4,61,159 housesbegin-
ning from 2020-21. Of these,
only 1,30,471 houses are com-
plete and 1,36,180 houses are
invariousstages of completion.
The construction work is
yet to begin with respect to
1,91,332houses and the depart-
ment has withheld as many as
3,176 houses sanctioned, for
technical reasons.
According to data with the
Housing Department, the
progress has been especially

slow in some North Karnata-
ka districts. For instance, in
Bagalkot, of the total 14,463
housessanctioned, only 3,604
have been completed so far. In
another instance in Vijayana-
garonly444 ofthell,544 hous-
esare completed. Progress has
been slowin Bengaluru Urban
too with 15,491 houses sanc-
tioned but only 2,673 nearing
completion.

The state government is
implementing four housing
schemes under rural housing,
including Basava Housing
Scheme, Devaraj Urs Hous-
ing Scheme, B R Ambedkar
Housing Scheme and Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (Rural).
Theurbanhousing projectsin-
clude Vajpayee Urban Housing
Project, B R Ambedkar Nivas
Yojana, Devaraj Urs Housing
Scheme, Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (Beneficiary-led Con-
struction BLC-NC), Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (Af-
fordable Housing in Partner-
ship-Karnataka Slum Develop-
mentBoard - AHP-KSDB)and
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(Affordable Housing in Part-
nership-Urban Local Bodies
-AHP-ULB).

The department also stat-
ed in its response that no new
houses have been sanctioned
under the Siddaramaiah gov-
ernment which took charge
six months ago, but instead it
is focusing on completing the
existing pending projects.

According
todatawith
the Housing
=  Department,
the progress
- has been
especially slow

insomeNorth 5

Karnataka
districts

The Housing Department hasated that nonew houhave

e

been sanctioned under the Siddaramaiah government which
took charge six months ago. bH PHOTO FOR REPRESENTATION

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 6, Dec.10, 2023
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Excise staff shortage: Govt tells

OFFICIALOFA

beer makers to halt 3rd shift ops

Move seen as an attempt to
shore up sales of IML

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

| 4 I Yhe state government has

asked top beer makers,

includingHeineken-con-
trolled United Breweries and
Belgium-headquartered AB
InBev, to stop third shift oper-
ations (10 pm to 6 am) at their
breweries citing shortage of
full-time excise officials and
staff.

The excise department has
withdrawn third shift opera-
tion permission that was ear-
lier given to four breweries in
Mysuru, ChiefMinister Siddar-
amaiah’s native.

According to a December
6 letter by the excise depart-
ment, a copy of which is with

DH, third shift operations have
tostopatUnited Breweries, AB
InBev, Carlsbergand B9 Bever-
ages (Bira).

Theletteralsocites shortage
of excisestaffin the entire Mys-
urudistrict.

Third shift operations in
thesebrewerieswereapproved
as recently as September and
October.

“We sincerely urge policy-
makers in the state to recon-
sider the decision of canceling
the third-shift operation. This
decision will significantly im-
pact the state’s thriving beer
industry, jeopardise employ-
ment and cause a shortage of
beer around Christmas, New
Yearand beyond, which makes

Inthe current fiscal, the excise revenue target

is fixed at Rs 36,000 crore.

forthe peak beerseason,”an of-
ficial froma top beer company
said. “This will also potentially
steer retailers and consumers
towardsstrongeralcoholicbev-
erages,” the official added.
Thisisbeing seen as the gov-
ernment’smanoeuvre toshore
upsalesof Indian-made Liquor
(IML) suchas rumand whisky,
which brings in more revenue

compared with beer.

In the current fiscal, the
excise revenue target is Rs
36,000 crore. Between April
and November, the govern-
ment has mopped up Rs
22,157.25 crore. Much of this
is from IML at Rs 17,864.48
croreagainstbeer’sRs 3,515.76
crore.

In the previous 2022-23 fis-

BEER COMPANY

‘ ‘ We sincerely urge
policymakers in
the state to reconsider the
decision of canceling the
third-shift operation. This
decision will significantly
impact the state's thriving
beer industry, jeopardise
employment and cause a
shortage of beer around
Christmas, New Year and
beyond, which makes for

the peak beer season.

cal,thegovernmentearned Rs
29,920.37 crore as excisereve-
nue,whichincluded Rs 24,663
crore from IML and Rs 4,460
crore from beer.

Karnataka is considered
among India’s top beer mar-
kets. According to the latest
industry estimates, the state
consumes around 3.8 hecto-
litres of beer annually, which
is roughly 11% of the national
volume.

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 6, Dec.10, 2023

Industries availing govt. incentives
are not fulfilling their obligations’

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

Bharatiya Janata Party MLA
Chandrappa M. represent-
ing Holalkere constituency
has alleged that industries
that avail of the incentives
offered to them to start op-
erations violate the condi-
tions on providing jobs to
locals as per the Sarojini

Mahishi recommendations
and payment of taxes after
conclusion of tax holiday
period. After raising a ques-
tion on the investors’ meets
in the last three years dur-
ing Question Hour on Fri-
day, Mr. Chandrappa said
some industries were not
fulfilling their obligations
after availing the conces-
sions and infrastructure fa-

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Dec. 11, 2023
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cilities. He cited automobile
company Toyota, which
started operations in Bidadi
in 1995-96. He alleged that
the firm failed to pay tax
dues to the government
even after conclusion of the
holiday period.

Replying to the matter,
Minister M.B. Patil assured
to get information about
the same.



DECCAN HERALD

K’taka’s GST collection jumps 16.5 %
this festive season from last year

Rs 62,400 crore of targeted

Rs 1.01lakh crore in kitty

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

he State Commercial
TTaxes Department has

recorded a SGST col-
lection of Rs 6,089.89 crore
between October 1 and No-
vember 30, the festive shop-
ping season.

The data showed that the
collection has increased by
nearly 16.5% as compared to
the same period last year, in-
dicating a return to shopping
spree post-Covid.

With a collection of Rs
6,786.43 crore in the same
period, the collection of In-
tegrated Goods and Services
Tax (IGST) hasalso goneup by
29.15%, indicating an increase
in interstate transactions and
movement of goods between

states.

Accordingtosources,home
appliances, electronic goods,
gold, and apparel were the
mostsought-afteritemsduring
the festive season.

“Since many showrooms
usually put up discounts and
offer EMI options during the
festival season, the sale of elec-
tronic goods and home appli-
ancesishighduringtheseason.
Wedidseeahuge crowd during
the season,” said Prakash K,
who runs a well-known fran-
chise of electronic goods in
Rajajinagar.

The jewellery industry has
also seen a healthy growth
compared to last year, said
Vinod Hayagriv, director of
CKrishniah Chetty Group.

“Though the sales were slow
in the beginning of the festive

e & 8
Home appliances, electronic goods, gold, and apparel were
the most sought-after items during the festive season.

DHFILEPHOTO

season, it picked up eventually
and the overall sales for the
festive season wasvery good,”
he said, adding that they saw
a huge demand for diamond
jewellery.

Vehicle sales and business
at restaurants and eateries
went up during the festive
season, industry expertssaid.

While thebusinesswasdull
during the Covid years, it has
picked up significantly since
the last two years, traders
said. However, they could not
draw a clear comparison ow-
ing tothe changeinshopping
trends and other factors on

the ground.

“A number of factors have
changed since Covid and we
cannot talk with just the sales
figures since we will have to
considerinflation and chang-
ing shopping patterns on the
ground,” Hayagriv said.

While business was high,
traders in Bengaluru also
opined that infrastructure
woes made it difficult for
traders to reap high benefits.

“Inmanyareas, like Gandhi
Bazaarand Avenue Road, the
road works are going on and
this has affected the footfall.
Better infrastructure would

Rakingin the
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help traders attract more cus-
tomers,”said Sajjan RajMehta,
atradeactivist.

The Commercial Taxes De-
partment hasarevenue collec-
tiontargetof Rs1.01lakh crore
for 2023-24 and so far, the de-
partment hascollected close to
Rs 62,400 crore. Apart from
thehikeinshopping during the
festive season, the department
hasalsoimproved revenue col-
lection through the enforce-
mentdrives, the officials said.

“The GST collections have
been encouraging. While the
shopping during the festive
season hasincreased the reve-
nue, enforcement drives have
also helped us improve the
revenue,” said Shikha C, Com-
missioner, Commercial Taxes.

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 4, Dec.11, 2023
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21.15 lakh applications received under PM
Vishwakarma Scheme, says Skill Ministry

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI
The PM Vishwakarma

Scheme, launched by the
Centre on September 17,
has received over 21 lakh
applications in two-and-a-
half months, data from the
Ministry of Skill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneur-
ship (MSDE) show. The
scheme, aimed at support-
ing and providing skill-up-
grade training to artisans
and craftspeople, was an-
nounced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The highest number of
applications had come
from Karnataka (6.28
lakh), followed by West
Bengal (4.04 lakh), Assam
(1.83 lakh), Uttar Pradesh
(1.53 lakh) and Andhra Pra-
desh (1.21 lakh). In con-
trast, 15 States including
Haryana, Kerala, Chhattis-
garh, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, and north-
eastern States have sent
fewer than 10,000 applica-
tions each.

Atul Kumar Tewari, Se-

Women workers protesting at Jantar Mantar demanding the

scrapping of Vishwakarma Scheme. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

cretary, MSDE, told The
Hindu that of 21.15 lakh ap-
plications seeking training
received till December 1,
9.13 lakh (43%) were from
tailors (darzi). “Another
4.72 lakh applications, or
22%, were from masons
[mistri], 1.86 lakh [9%]
were from carpenters
[suthar], and 4% each from
basket-makers and barbers
[naai),” said Mr. Tewari.
“We have also received

4,013 applications for the
trade of armourer. It was
thought that this was an
ancient and redundant
profession but it seems ar-
mourers are in demand for
making movie costumes,”
Mr. Tewari added.

The Vishwakarma
Scheme provides formal
training for upgrade and
modernisation of tradition-
al skills amid a changing
economic landscape. It al-

Source: The Hindu, p.12, Dec. 11, 2023
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so offers financial assis-
tance and creates avenues
of “market linkage” for
persons working in 18
trades and crafts. These in-
clude carpenter, boat-mak-
er, armourer, blacksmith,
hammer and tool kit mak-
er, locksmith, goldsmith,
potter, sculptor, cobbler,
mason, basket-maker, doll
and toy-maker, barber, gar-
land maker, washerman,
tailor, and fishing net-mak-
er.

Mr. Tewari further ad-
ded that while lakhs of per-
sons have applied across
the country, they are being
vetted at three levels — by
village committees and dis-
trict and State levels.

“As of December 1,
17,758 candidates are ready
to undergo training from 21
States. The target is to cov-
er six lakh beneficiaries in
FY 2023-24,” Mr. Tewari
said. Of these, Karnataka
has verified 7,924 candi-
dates, followed by Assam
(4,980), Andhra Pradesh
(2,737), Uttar Pradesh
(1,033). “After the appli-

cants are thoroughly vet-
ted, they will attend basic
training of five to seven
days and advanced train-
ing of 15 days with a sti-
pend of T500 per day that
will expose them to mod-
ern tools, latest technolo-
gies, design elements, and
digital and financial skills,”
Mr. Tewari said.

The budget envisaged
for the scheme from finan-
cial year 2023-24 t0 2027-28
is 13,000 crore. While
4.04 lakh candidates have
applied from West Bengal,
the State has not put in
place village-, district- and
State-level committees for
vetting candidates yet, offi-
cials said.

Lucknow-based Jai Ku-
mar Tiwari, one of the
master trainers, who is al-
so on the training panel of
Department of Housing
and Urban Planning in Ut-
tar Pradesh, told The Hin-
du that he will train some
of the early batches of Vish-
wakarma applicants at Ba-
lia district of Uttar Pra-
desh. later this month.



Assembly adopts five Bills

The Hindu Burean
BELAGAVI

The Legislative Assembly
adopted five Bills, includ-
ing the Karnataka Stamps
(Amendment) Bill, amidst
din created by a dharna by
the combined Opposition
members.

Of them, four Bills were
adopted without any
discussion.

On Monday, the Opposi-
tion BJP and JD(S) mem-
bers went to the well of the
House demanding sacking
of Housing Minister B.Z.
Zameer Ahmed over his
remarks related to the
Speaker’s chair.

When they refused to
get back to their seats,
Speaker U.T. Khader pro-
ceeded with the agenda of

taking wup Bills for
consideration.
More revenue
The Karnataka Stamps

(Amendment) Bill - that
proposes to increase the
rate of stamp duty on va-
rious documents -- was
adopted by the House.
The Bill will bring the rate
of stamp duty in Karnata-

This includes one
to hike stamp duty;
four bills were
adopted without
any discussion

ka on a par with other
States, besides seeking to
bring in financial accoun-
tability. The Bill is expect-
ed to bring an additional
revenue of over 31,500
crore a year.

The GST Bill, which
seeks to replace an ordi-
nance in this regard, pro-
poses to incorporate cer-
tain changes that have
been effected due to
amending of the Central
GST (Amendment) Act
2023.

Rural service

The Karnataka Compulso-
ry Service by Candidates
Completed Medical Cours-
es (Amendment) Bill,
which was adopted by the
House, seeks to replace an
Ordinance. The Bill ex-
empts MBBS graduates
from compulsory rural
service upon their selec-
tion for Central or State
governments jobs.

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Dec. 12, 2023
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Replying on behalf of
Medical Education Minis-
ter Sharan Prakash Patil,
Revenue Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda told the
House that the govern-
ment would ensure that
medical services in rural
areas are not affected due
to the provisions of this
Bill.

The Karnataka Gram
Swaraj and Panchayat Raj
(Amendment) Bill, which
too was adopted by the
House, seeks to replace an
Ordinance. This was
brought about to comply
with the Karnataka High
Court’s direction to pre-
scribe population limit for
the wards of taluk and zilla
panchayats to ensure that
elections were conducted
on time for them.

Pre-poll promise

The House adopted the
Karavali Development
Board Bill which would
prepare an annual plan for
programmes and projects
for development of the
coastal area of Karnataka.
The Bill was brought in to
implement the pre-poll
promise of the Congress.



Three Bills tabled in Assembly

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

Three Bills, including the
Karnataka Motor Vehicles
Taxation (Second Amend-
ment) Bill and the Karnata-
ka High Court (Amend-
ment) Bill - 2023, were
tabled in the Assembly on
Tuesday.

The Karnataka Motor
Vehicles Taxation (Second
Amendment) Bill seeks to
give effect to the amend-
ments by the Union go-

vernment to the Motor
Vehicles (Amendment) Act
2019.

The Bill estimates that
the State may get an addi-
tional revenue of ¥234.34
crore from the registration
of new vehicles due to in-
crease in tax.

The Karnataka High
Court Bill seeks to amend
the Karnataka High Court
Act, 1961, to redefine the
words “First appeal” and
“Second appeal” besides
effecting certain conse-

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Dec. 13, 2023

quential amendments in
tune with the recommen-
dations by the Law Com-
mission of Karnataka to en-
sure speedy disposal.

The Karnataka Civil
Courts (Amendment) Bill,
which too was tabled,
seeks to increase the pecu-
niary jurisdiction of the
court of civil judge and les-
sen the burden of heavy
pendency in the High
Court as per the recom-
mendations by the Law
Commission of Karnataka.

X744 crore sought for purchase of 38
vehicles for Karnataka Ministers, CM

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

Amid drought in Karnataka
and a perceived tight finan-
cial situation due to the im-
plementation of the four
guarantee schemes, the
Congress government has
placed a demand for addi-
tional expenditure on vehi-
cles in the supplementary
estimates that were placed
before the legislature on
Monday.

The estimates seek 37.44
crore for the purchase of

38 vehicles for the use of 33
Ministers and the Chief Mi-
nister whenever they visit
Delhi. Funds have also
been sought for vehicles to
be bought for the legislator
and special representatives
of the Karnataka govern-
ment in New Delhi, the Pol-
itical Secretary to the Chief
Minister, and the Chief Ad-
viser to the Chief Minister.
The government has furth-
er sought %1.15 crore for the
purchase of five vehicles
for the use of the Resident
Commissioner’s office in

Source: The Hindu, p.9, Dec. 13, 2023
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Karnataka Bhavan, New
Delhi. Further, ¥50.5 lakh
has been sought for three
new vehicles for the use of
the Office of the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner, Benga-
luru. The government on
Monday placed the supple-
mentary estimates totall-
ing ¥3,542 crore of which a
large part went into Karna-
taka’s share in the Central-
ly-sponsored schemes, and
salaries for contract/out-
sourced employees in va-
rious departments, among
others.



State govt. plans to
rejuvenate Mysore
Paper Mills: Minister

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

The State government
plans to take steps to rejuv-
enate the Mysore Paper
Mills and run it as a public
sector undertaking as in
the past, M.B. Patil, Minis-
ter for Major and Medium
Industries, said in the Le-
gislative  Council  on
Tuesday.

Responding a question
by S. Rudre Gowda, Mr. Pa-
til said that efforts to priva-
tise the factory had failed
three times in the past as
the bidders did not show
interest. “One of the rea-
sons is that they are not at
liberty to grow eucalyptus
trees that serve as the raw
materials for paper mak-
ing. Now, the option before
us is to run it as in the past,
after relaxing norms about
plantations and resolving
some pending disputes
and other problems,” he
said. “The accumulated

losses of MPM are around
31,482 crore and they are
growing. Of these are over
%200 crore of ESCOM ar-
rears and bank loans and
government arrears. We
will have to clear all of
them if we are to run it on
our own,” he said.

Mr. Gowda said that the
government could either
grow improved varieties of
eucalyptus that consumed
lesser water or privatise
the factory, by including
the factory along with the
2,000 hectares of land that
the company owns.

The government has re-
vised the Yeshasvini Health
Insurance Scheme to pro-
vide free treatment for
2,128 medical procedures,
including 1,650 surgeries
and 478 ICU treatment pro-
cedures, Cooperation Mi-
nister K.N. Rajanna said in
the Council on Tuesday.

He said the beneficiaries
could visit any of the 616
hospitals to get treated.

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Dec. 13, 2023
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State clears
Foxconn’s total
investment of
121,911 crore

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

Taiwan-based electronic
manufacturer Foxconn’s
total investment proposal
of 21,911 crore in Karnata-
ka was approved by the
State High-Level Clearance
Committee chaired by
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah here on Tuesday. In
all, the committee cleared
investment proposals
worth 334,000 crore that
are expected to generate
jobs for 14,702 people.

“The proposals cleared
include new and additional
investment besides invest-
ments on expansion,” In-
dustries Minister M.B. Patil
told presspersons after the
meeting. He said that while
Foxconn initially had a pro-
posal of 8,000 crore, the
additional investment of
713,911 crore takes the total
investment of the compa-
ny to 21,911 crore.

Among other big invest-
ment proposals cleared by
the SHLCC are 34,960
crore of JSW Renewable
Energy, 33,804 crore of
JSW Steel, 33,270 crore of
Tata Realty and Infrastruc-
ture Ltd., and 33,237 crore
of Toyota Kirloskar. The In-
dustries Minister also said
that the decision on three
proposals in the sugar sec-
tor was deferred.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Dec. 13, 2023
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‘State holding
talks over
introducing
digital stamp’

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

The State government is in
talks with the Union go-
vernment over introducing
digital stamp or digital
mode of stamp to plug re-
venue leakage, Revenue
Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda told the Legislative
Council on Tuesday.

Revenue leakage
Speaking after introducing
the The Karnataka Stamp
(Amendment Bill), 2023,
which the Council ap-
proved on the day, the Mi-
nister said that plugging
the revenue leakage is also
the priority of his depart-
ment. The Minister said he
will share further details
on the digital mode of
stamp in the coming days.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Dec. 13, 2023
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KIA emerges as the most
profitable airport in India
in financial year 2022-23

Five other airports in Karnataka — Mangaluru, Belagavi, Hubballi, Kalaburagi, and Mysuru —

collectively incurred a loss of X185.17 crore during the same period

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

hile the Kempe-
Wgowda Interna-
tional Airport

(KTA) is the most profitable
airport in the country
earning a profit of 3528
crore in the financial year
2022-23, other airports in
the State incurred losses
during the same period.

As per information by
Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Gen. (Dr.) V.K.
Singh (retd), in a written
reply to a question in the
Rajya Sabha during the on-
going winter session of Par-
liament, the KIA recorded
a profit in 2022-23 after in-
curring losses in the pre-
vious two years.

In 2022-23, the KIA was
the most profitable airport
among public-private part-
nership (PPP) airports.

During the COVID-19
years, the KIA’s earnings
were in the red. In 2020-21,
when flight operations
took a complete hit owing
to the travel ban imposed
by the government, the
KIA recorded a loss of
%572.8 crore. In 2021-22,
the airport recorded a loss
of ¥376.52 crore.

The Mangaluru Interna-
tional Airport, the only
other airport in the State to
operate international

Afile photo of Terminal-2 of the Kempegowda International Airport. Aviation expert Devesh Agarwal

says restaurants, lounges, shops, and duty-free outlets are a major source of revenue for airports.

flights, also incurred a loss
of T125.98 crore during
2022-23.

During 2020-21 and
2021-22, the airport in-
curred a loss of 328.97
crore and ¥82.83 crore.

The Minister’s reply also
states that five airports
[Mangaluru, Belagavi,
Hubbealli, Kalaburagi, and
Mysuru] collectively in-
curred a loss of 185.17
crore during 2022-2023.

During 2022-23, Belaga-
vi incurred a loss of ¥23.84
crore, Hubballi (323.82
crore), Kalaburagi (36.45
crore), and Mysuru (35.68
crore). The four airports

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Dec. 14, 2023
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are operated by the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAID).

Aviation expert Devesh
Agarwal said that KIA oc-
cupying the top position
among the most profitable
among PPP airports is no
surprise.

“The restaurants, loung-
es, shops and duty-free
outlets are a major source
of revenue for airports.
There are a lot more inter-
national passengers who
use airports like these. On
the other hand, people
who tend to fly out of
smaller airports do not
shop or eat at the airports.

Besides, AAI-run airports
do not have very good fa-
cilities in terms of food or
shops,” Mr. Agarwal said.

Mr. Agarwal added that
another reason why small
airports are in the red is be-
cause the costs incurred to
hire personnel and main-
tain facilities are high even
though the volume of traf-
fic may be low.

“Even if you are operat-
ing just one flight you need
security personnel, admi-
nistrative staff, air traffic
controllers, airport manag-
ers, and so on. So the cost
incurred is quite high,” Mr.
Agarwal added.



Govt. reimburses 31,66945 cr. for Shakti scheme
while RTCs issued tickets worth over 32,671 cr.

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
BENGALURU

The Karnataka govern-
ment has reimbursed
1,66,945 lakh (31,669.45
crore) to the four Road
Transport Corporations
(RTCs) based on the num-
ber of zero tickets issued to
women commuters till No-
vember 2023.

During the winter ses-
sion of the Assembly in Be-
lagavi, Transport Minister
Ramalinga Reddy shared
the information in res-
ponse to a query about the
reimbursement to the four
RTCs for the Shakti
scheme of the Congress.

“From June 2023 till No-
vember 2023, the govern-
ment disbursed %1,66,945
lakh to road transport cor-
porations (KSRTC, BMTC,
NWKRTC, and KKRTC).
KSRTC received ¥62,511.66
lakh (¥625.11 crore), BMTC

Shakti reimbursement

Corporation | Released amount | Pending amount
KSRTC 362,511.66 lakh 332,199.30 lakh
BMTC 229,465.09 lakh 214,653.49 lakh
NWKaTE L e
KKRTC 333,221.78 lakh 316,979.34 lakh
Total %1,66,945.00 lakh ¥85,217.72 lakh

From June 2023 to November 2023

received ¥29,465.09 lakh
(¥294.65 crore), NWKRTC
received 341,746.46 lakh
(¥417.46 crore), and KKRTC
received ¥33,221.78 lakh
(332.21 crore),” Mr. Reddy
informed the Assembly.

On June 11, the newly-
elected Congress govern-
ment in Karnataka had
launched the first among
five poll guarantees — the
Shakti scheme, under
which women can travel
for free in non-premium
services of State-run bus-
es.

Since its launch, the
scheme has garnered posi-

Source: Transport Department

tive reception from female
passengers. From the day
of its launch until Decem-
ber 10 (Sunday),
111,83,06,781 women pas-
sengers had utilised the in-
itiative to travel across the
State. The cumulative va-
lue of tickets purchased by
these women passengers

amounts to
32,671,43,86,232 (over
32,671 crore).

The figures indicate that
the government has not
completely reimbursed
the four RTCs. Karnataka
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah had allocated

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Dec. 14, 2023

¥2,800 crore for the Shakti
scheme in the current fi-

nancial year in the State
budget.

Even as the Shakti
scheme has achieved over
100 crore rides, the go-
vernment’s plan to issue
smart cards to women pas-
sengers, originally sche-
duled for implementation
within three months of the
scheme’s launch on June
11, has faced delays. The
Transport Department, in
partnership with the
Centre for e-Governance
(CeG), has created proto-
types of smart cards for

the Shakti scheme.

Mr. Reddy said, “The
deployment of these smart
cards might experience
delays as we are currently
evaluating their suitability
for use, especially on city
routes, especially in the
Bengaluru Metropolitan
Transport  Corporation
(BMTC).”

After the launch of the
initiative, the government
specified that women who
want to avail themselves of
Shakti scheme must apply
via the official portal
meant for the scheme, and
provide a valid govern-
ment-issued ID card as
proof of identity. Subse-
quently, Road Transport
Corporations will distri-
bute Shakti smart cards,
utilizing a tap-and-travel
technology approach
where passengers tap their
smart cards on conduc-
tors’ ticketing machines.

KSDL pays ¥54.75 crore dividend to govt.

The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU

Karnataka Soaps and Deter-
Limited (KSDL) on
Tuesday paid a dividend of
¥54.75 crore to the Karnataka

gents

government.

A cheque in this regard
was handed over to Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah by
Minister for Large and Medi-
um Scale Industries and In-
frastructure Development,
M.B. Patil, who is also the

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Dec. 14, 2023

release.

Chairman of KSDL. The
company achieved a gross
turnover of ¥ 1,375 crore in
the financial year 2022-23
with a gross profit of 3279
crores, KSDL said in a press

Transport dept hikes driving school fees

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: The transport
department has revised the
fee charged by driving
schools in the state. As per the
order issued by the transport
commissioner on December
8, the fee to train car drivers
has been increased from Rs
4,000 to Rs 7,000.

The revised transport ve-
hicle training fee is Rs 9,000,
up from Rs 6,000.

For motorcycles, the fee is
hiked from Rs 2,200 to Rs 3,000
and for autos from Rs 3,000 to
Rs 4,000. Apart from the fee
fixed by the department, can-
didates have to pay GST and

U
20| Revised
ee fee
Motorcycle | 2,200 23,000
Autonckshaw 3,000 24,000
ars and other
ol 24,000 7,000
Transport
ahlolas 6,000 79,000
Source: Transport department
other charges applicable for of transport department,

securing a driving licence.

The new fee will come into ef-

fectfrom January 1,2024.
Additional commissioner

C Mallikarjuna, said the revi-
sion has been done following
demands from the Federation
of Karnataka State Motor

Driving Training School
Owners’ Association.

“The last fee revision had
happened in 2013. Owners of
driving schools have been de-
manding that the fees be in-
creased, citing rise in rising
operational costs, including
for maintenance of vehicles,
staff salaries and fuel. The re-
vision has been done taking
into consideration those as-
pects,” he said.

The order states that driv-
ing schools should adhere to
the Motor Vehicles Rules,
1989, and maintain all the re-
cords pertaining to driving
training. The department or-
der also states that represen-

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Dec. 14, 2023
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tatives of the driving school
should not act as mediators
for the candidates. The de-
partment also cautions ac-
tion against driving schools
violating fee rules.

The official said the state
has more than 1,000 driving
schools and most of them are
in Bengaluru. He added that
more than 50%-60% of those
seeking DLs for four-wheel-
ers undergo training at driv-
ingschools.

Inthecity,some of the con-
ventional driving schools
charge Rs 4,500 for cars (20-
day classes). These schools
charge an additional Rs 1,500-
2,000 for applying for DLs.



‘Global
downturn hits

State’s start-up
funding, FDI

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

Start-up funding activity in
Karnataka dropped by ap-
proximately 80% ($2.8 bil-
lion), from $3.4 billion in
the first half of the pre-
vious year to $0.6 billion in
the first half of the current
financial year, noted the
Mid-Year Review of State
Finances tabled in the Le-
gislative Assembly on
Thursday, attributing it to
global economic
downturn.

Foreign direct invest-
ments (FDI) into Karnataka
have also decreased due to
a “slowdown in advanced
economies”, among other
reasons, the report said.
The Russia-Ukraine and Is-
rael-Hamas conflicts have
adversely impacted the
global supply chain and
trade outlook, the review
noted.

Continued..
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‘State’s start-up funding has
seen 80% dip and FDI down by
46% due to global slowdown’

Bengaluru, known as India’s start-up capital, is facing the impact of global challenges: Mid-Year Review of State Finances

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

hough Karnataka’s
Teconomic growth
is steady, stable,
and resilient, start-up
funding in the State has
dropped by about 80% and
foreign direct investment
(FDI ) has reduced by 46%
in the first half of the finan-
cial year as a result of the
slowdown in advanced glo-
bal economies, according
to Mid-Year Review (MYR)
of State Finances 2023-24.
The MYR, which was ta-
bled in the State legislature
on Thursday, says that
start-up  funding has
dropped by $2.8 billion
from $3.4 billion in the first
half of the previous year to
$0.6 billion in the first half
of the current financial
year. It says that FDIs in
Karnataka have dropped
by $2.5 billion from $5.3
billion in the first half of
the previous financial year
to $2.8 billion in the first
half of the present finan-
cial year.
Bengaluru, renowned
as India’s start-up capital
and home to 40% of India’s

.

Lo ; )i

Start-up funding has dropped by $2.8 billion from $3.4 billion in the first half of the previous year to

RAVA |
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$0.6 billion in the first half of the current financial year, according to Mid-Year Review of State Finances.
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unicorns, is facing the im-
pact of global challenges,
the review notes. Karnata-
ka being the IT hub of In-
dia with a majority of glo-
bal IT companies
headquartered in Bengalu-
ru amplifies the impact of
such global factors, it adds.

Impact of conflicts

Putting the decline in FDI
and start-up funding in a
global perspective, the re-
view notes that the IMF
has projected the global

growth to decrease from
3.5% in 2022 to 3% in 2023
and to slow down further
to 2.9% in 2024. While the
outlook for global trade is
downcast due to dismal
global demand, the global
supply chain and trade
outlook is adversely im-
pacted due to the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine  conflict
and the conflict between
Israel and Palestine.

At the same time, the
State Own Tax Revenue in-
creased by 15% in the first

Source: The Hindu, p.1& 8, Dec. 15, 2023
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half of 2023-24 compared
with the corresponding
period in the previous
year. State non-tax reve-
nue for the same period
showed a growth of 14%.
Overall, the revenue re-
ceipts have increased by
5% compared with the cor-
responding period in the
previous year, the MYR
states.

Karnataka, which has
budgeted gross borrowing
of ¥78,363 crore from the
Open Market in the cur-

rent fiscal, has not bor-
rowed from the market in
the first half of the year.
Considering the cash posi-
tion, borrowings will be
undertaken in the last two
quarters only on necessity
basis and within the per-
missible limit, the MYR
notes.

State’s revenue expendi-
ture for the first six months
of 202324 stands at
398,070 crore which is
39% of the total Budget es-
timates. Growth of 13% has
been seen in the revenue
expenditure as compared
with the first half of 2022-
23, the review report
points out.

Monsoon impact

The review has observed
that the failure of the
southwest monsoon has
adversely impacted agri-
cultural production and
hydroelectricity —genera-
tion which in turn poses an
adverse risk to the State’s
economic growth.

The initial estimates
have put the crop losses
for the kharif season at
333,770.10 crore, the re-
view points out.



Five guarantees will boost
economic growth in short
run, says Mid-Year Review

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

It is expected that the five
guarantee schemes would
not only lead to distribu-
tive justice but also boost
the economic growth of
the State in the short run
by increasing consump-
tion, according to the Mid-
Year Review of State fi-
nances 2023-24 that was ta-
bled in the Assembly on
Thursday.

However, with neces-
sary structural reforms
and enhanced Ease of Do-
ing Business coupled with
higher capital expendi-
ture, the State is expected

to maintain a high growth
trajectory in the long run,
the report observes.

Positive influence
Karnataka’s model of deve-
lopment which includes
guarantee schemes is posi-
tively influencing the State
economy and is contribut-
ing to the increase in the
GSDP. The guarantee
schemes aim to support
the underprivileged with
monetary support, in-
creasing their purchasing
power and boosting eco-
nomic activity that will in-
turn lead to economic
growth, the MYR states.
The guarantee schemes

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Dec. 15, 2023
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would have a multiplier ef-
fect on the local economy
and thereby boost the con-
sumer spending and reve-
nue of the State as most of
the households covered
under these schemes be-
long to poor/lower middle-
income sections who have
higher propensity to con-
sume, says the review.

Women in labour force
The guarantee of free bus
travel is expected to im-
prove the participation of
women in the labour force
and thereby boost the in-
come of the households as
well as economy, the re-
view says.



SC/ST funds: CM challenges Centre,
BJP-ruled States to enact legislation

IN THE LEGISLATURE

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Thursday chal-
lenged the Union govern-
ment and BJP-ruled State
governments to enact le-
gislation on the lines of the
Karnataka Scheduled
Castes Sub-Allocation &
Tribal-Sub Allocation
(Planning, Allocation and
Utilisation of Financial Re-
sources) Act, 2013, to en-
sure allocation of budget
in proportion to the popu-
lation of Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes for
their welfare
programmes.

Moving the Karnataka
Appropriation (No-4) Bill,
2023 (or supplementary
estimates approved by the
Legislative Assembly) in
the Legislative Council for
the approval of the House,
he said that it was the Con-
gress government which
enacted the legislation to
ensure that funds ear-
marked under the SCSP-
TSP should be used only
for the welfare of SCs and
STs.

The Chief Minister said
that Karnataka govern-
ment spent about 322,000

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and Leader of the Opposition

R. Ashok in the Legislative Assembly in Belagavi on Thursday.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

crore for the SC and ST
welfare programmes in
five years from 2008 to
2013 (BJP tenure) before
enacting the legislation. If
the population of SCs and
STs stood at 17.1 %, the
amount spent on their
welfare programmes
stood at 15 %. After the Act
came into force the
amount spent on the wel-
fare of SCs and STs went
up to T 82,000 crore dur-
ing 2013-2018 (during the
Congress regime). “This it-
self revealed how the legis-
lation helped in the alloca-
tion of funds for the
welfare of deprived sec-
tions of society,” the Chief
Minister said.

When the BJP members
accused the Congress go-

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Dec. 15, 2023
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vernment of “diverting”
the SC/ST sub-plan money
to implement its guaran-
tee schemes, the Chief Mi-
nister hit back and said,
“What moral right do you
have to speak on social jus-
tice? We (Congress) are
committed to social justice
by enacting a legislation.”

Mr. Siddaramaiah ques-
tioned the BJP members
why they did not prevail
upon the Union govern-
ment to enact a legislation
on the lines of Karnataka if
the BJP is committed to
provide social justice to
the deprived sections.

After heated arguments
between the Opposition
and the treasury benches,
the House approved the
Bill.
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Times News NETWORK

Belagavi: Karnataka's Fiscal
Management Review Com-
mittee (FMRC) has put for-
ward several recommenda-
tions aimed at enhancing re-
venue sources for the state.
Among the key proposals is
the suggestion for the com-
mercial tax department to ex-
ploretheinclusionof commo-
dities such as arecanut and

Tax arecanut,

metal scraps within the tax
net. Additionally, the excise
department hasbeenurged to
take measures to augment re-
venues from high-end liquor,
aligning with the practices of
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh
and Maharashtra.

The mid-year review of
thestate'sfinances, presented

metal scrap to boost revenue: FMRC report

in the assembly, highlighted
theneed toreassess Below Po-
verty Line (BPL)ration cards.
Despite having the second-
highest per capita income in
the country, the state isburde-
ned with a high percentage of
families categorized under
BPL. The report emphasises
the importance of extending

schemes exclusively to deser-
ving families to alleviate the
subsidy burden.

‘Cut redundant postings’

The FMRC underscored the
urgency to trimunproductive
administrative expenditures
by implementing recommen-
dations from the 2nd Admini-

Source: The Time of India, p.4, Dec. 15, 2023
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strative Reforms Committee.

The committee recom-
mended a reduction in salary
and pension expenditures by
identifying redundant cadres
and staff in various depart-
ments. Toboost capital expen-
diture, the FMRC suggested
the prompt initiation of capi-
tal expenditure projects to

make use of the funds relea-
sed by the Union government
forthisfiscal year. Anamount
of Rs4,175crore has beenrele-
ased under the special capital
assistance scheme for the
implementation of capital
projects in the state, and the
FMRC emphasized the need
to utilize this amount fully.
FMRC also wants streamli-
ningof the post-e auction pro-
cess for mininglease holders.

Back to Contents
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Schools worried that
age criteria under NEP
may affect admissions

There is confusion among parents as well as school managements as to whether to admit children

who have not completed the required age specification for class I for 2024-25

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

chools across Benga-
s luru are worried that

the age criteria for
kindergarten and class I as
mandated by the National
Education Policy (NEP) will
affect their admission
numbers in the upcoming
academic year.

There is also confusion
among parents as well as
school managements as to
whether to admit students
who have not completed
the required age specifica-
tion for class I for 2024-25.

What NEP says

As per the NEP, the stu-
dents getting admitted to
LKG and UKG should have
completed four and five
years respectively before
the commencement of the
academic year on June 1 (in
2025-26).

Similarly, it says that stu-
dents getting admitted to
class I should have com-
pleted six years before
June 1, from the academic
year of 2025-26.

“To abide by the NEP,
we are not accepting chil-
dren who do not fulfill the
age criteria for KG classes
and class 1 from this year it-
self. We are worried that
this might upset parents
and the admission num-
bers might drop this year
as they might go and check
at other schools if they are
offering admissions with-
out this age bar. However,
most schools have now
started following the same
rules for admissions and

As per the NEP, students getting admitted to class | should have
completed six years before June 1, from the academic year of
2025-26. FILE PHOTO

we are crossing our fingers
that the parents realise
this,” said Selvaraj, princi-
pal, ACTS Secondary
School, Electronics City.

While most schools are
very strict with the rules
when it comes to KG class-
es, some have been flexible
with admissions for class 1
this year.

“If a child wants to get
admitted for class 1 after
2025-26, then we will not
accept them if they are not
six years old. But this year,
the schools have been
asked to take a call. So, we
have decided to take stu-
dents who are five years
and 10 months or five years
and 11 months old for

2024-25. Although our ad-
mission process will only
take place in March,” said
Sunil Fernandes S.]., prin-
cipal, St. Joseph’s Boys
High School.

He added that with Kar-
nataka having the unique
student achievement track-
ing system (SATS) portal, it
is important for schools to
follow the age criteria as
the system will otherwise
reject the child’s profile.

An excuse for some

A principal from a school
in the central business dis-
trict (CBD) remarked that
while some schools are try-
ing to abide by the rules,
others are using this as an

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Dec. 11, 2023
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excuse to be more exclu-
sive with their admissions.

“With parents running
behind popular schools,
the schools are using this
policy to their advantage,”
they said.

For the last couple of
years, parents have been
protesting against these
new rules which have
created confusion about
admissions with many be-
ing forced to repeat class-
es.

“We considered going to
court and even hired a la-
wyer. But when the new
government was elected,
they promised a State Edu-
cation Policy and we
dropped our legal pursuit
as we expected some relief
from all this. Now, without
a choice, I am making my
daughter repeat LKG in
2024-25,” said Niveditha
C.P., a resident of Shastri
Nagar.

Convincing parents
Some schools reported
that despite strong protests
from parents, they were
able to convince them and
retain admissions.

“The parents ask us why
we did not have this rule
when they got their first
child admitted. We are tak-
ing our time and convinc-
ing them to admit their stu-
dents in  pre-nursery
instead of KG if their child
is below the age limit,” said
B.S. Venkatachala, princi-
pal, Narayana School, Vi-
dyaranyapura. He also said
that there was an increase
of 20 - 25% in overall ad-
missions this year.



Girls' residential
schools, hostels
lack toilets: House
panel for SC/STs

Several dalit
colonies have no
power connections,
good roads

—v

BELAGAVI, DHNS

ostresidential schools
for girls and hostels
meant for Scheduled

Castes still lack basic infra-
structure such as bathroom
and toilets, besides facing
shortage of water.

This is one of the findings
by the legislature committee
on the Welfare of Scheduled
Castes/Scheduled Tribes,
which tabled its report in the
Assembly last week.

Rs 5k cr unutilised
Awhopping Rs5,000 crorere-
mains unutilized in the Rural
Development and Panchayat
Raj department for the last
three years, while several dal-
it colonies do not have power
connections and well-laid
roads in many parts of the
state, the report said.

The committee, headed by
Malavalli Congress MLA P M
Narendra Swamy, has taken
serious note of under-devel-
opment of dalit and tribal
communities, despite succes-
sivegovernments cumulatively
releasing over Rs2.5lakhcrore
since 2013.

This, after the then Congress
government passed the Karna-
taka Scheduled Caste Sub-Al-
location and Tribal Sub-Allo-
cation (Planning, Allocation
and Utilisation of Financial
Resources) Acttomakeitman-
datorytoallot funds for welfare
of SC/ST communities in pro-

portion to their population.

Pending applications

The committee highlights that
there are 17,700 applications
pending with various boards
and corporationsunder Ganga
Kalyanascheme, butso far only
8,000 beneficiaries have been
identified.

“Ganga Kalyana scheme is
meantto provide free borewell
connections to SC/ST farm-
ers. But due to lack of funds,
departments are not able to
dispose of all applications.
Similarly, there are several
hostels for SC children that do
not have basic facilitiessuch as
water connection, toilet and
bathroom. Due to shortage
of water, in many parts of the
state, students, especially girls,
are forced to go out at night to
relieve themselves,” thereport
said.

Deemed expenditure
“The existence of 7D clause
of this Act (deemed expendi-
ture) is the biggest culprit,due
towhich ourdepartmentcould
not take up works for empow-
ermentofthedalit, tribal com-
munities and semi-nomadic
tribes in the state,” the report
said.

It said, on the pretext of
deemed expenditure, succes-
sive governments have spent
huge sums for building roads
and electrical infrastructure.

Unfortunately, several dalit
colonies not only lack power
connections, but also road in-
frastructure, the report said.

“Under deemed expendi-
ture clause, the energy de-
partment gets a whopping Rs
3,600 crore annually. Land-
holding among SCs and STs
do not cross 11%. Of this, only
4% have irrigation pumpset
connections,”’ the report said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Dec.11, 2023
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Govt. college students to get
free spoken English coaching

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

The government will enter
into a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) with
Wadhwani Foundation to
teach free spoken English
to government college stu-
dents, Minister for Higher
Education M.C. Sudhakar
told the Legislative Council
on Monday.

Replying to a debate on
National Education Poli-
cy-2020 under Rule 330,
the Minister said that the
training in spoken English
will be offered to empower
students to be well-
equipped on a par with
others in the competitive
era. The challenge in high-
er education now is to offer
students job oriented
courses, he said, adding

that the State government
is committed to introduce
State Education Policy
(SEP) once it is ready.

No confusion

The Congress had also pro-
mised the same in its ma-
nifesto ahead of Assembly
elections. The government
will introduce the SEP by
debating it, assessing the fi-
nancial implications once
the commission set up to
form the policy submits it
to the government. Till
then, there need not be
any confusion. The Minis-
ter said that the last BJP go-
vernment implemented
the NEP-2020 in a hurry
without making any prepa-
rations to take the credit
for becoming the first to in-
troduce the same. “It
should have had the road-

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Dec. 12, 2023
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map before introducing it,”
he said. The government
should have assessed
whether the educational
institutes have infrastruc-
ture facilities to offer the
open electives, he said, ad-
ding that the feasibility fac-
tors should have been
studied.

Budgetary allocation
Mr. Sudhakar said that
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah has been apprised
of the need to hike the bud-
getary allocation for higher
education and the govern-
ment will do it from the
next financial year.

Minister for School Edu-
cation and Literacy Madhu
Bangarappa said the go-
vernment will open 3,000
Karnataka Public Schools
in the next three years.
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National policy must
promote cohesion

As states contemplate
their own education
policies, the Centre
must address the
complexities of
implementing NEP
across the country

FURQAN QAMAR

arnataka has joined the ranks of
states that have expressed oppo-
ition to the National Education
Policy (NEP 2020). A State Education
Policy Commission hasbeen established
to thoroughly review school and high-
er education in Karnataka, aiming to
suggest policies to enhance enrolment,
expand education with improved qual-
ity and equal access, impart scientific
knowledge, instilldemocraticvalues,en-
hance employability,and provide moral
education to build citizenship.

Karnataka had implemented the
policy, at least in part; it had formed
cluster universities and announced the
introduction of four-year undergrad-
uate programmes with multiple entry
and exit. The implications and imple-
mentation difficulties of these reforms
were not carefully thought through,and
stakeholdersarenow facingserious chal-
lenges in sustaining these changes and
moving ahead.

They are genuinely concerned about
the overall approach and specific provi-
sionsofthe policy. Convincingstakehold-
ersof the policy’s relevance to their con-
text proves challenging. Content aside,
the selective implementation based on
convenient reading and interpretation
of the text of the policy by the central
regulatory authorities is at the root of
their chagrin.

National policy formulation is an in-
tricate process in countries with federal
character. It is supposed to strike a bal-
ance between national priorities, fiscal
prudence, and commitments to the
concernsofallstakeholders. Itmust take
the statesalong to make national policies
instruments for unity and cohesion and
represent the collective will.

Thisis particularly true in the case of
education, which, being on the Concur-
rent List of the Constitution, is a joint
and shared responsibility of the Centre
and the state. The NEP 2020 recognis-
es this, emphasising careful planning,
joint monitoring, and collaborative
implementation between the Centre
and states. Implementation is starkly
different. The policy assigns significant
responsibilities to the states.

The policymakesearly childhood care
mandatory. This would happen only if

and competent educators. They have
been charged with the responsibility
of developing standard Indian sign lan-
guage. The policy proposes coursesinre-
gionallanguages, which will be possible
only if states invest heavily in preparing
language teachers.

NEP holds states responsible for de-
veloping the textbooks for their curricu-
lum and ensuring the timely availability
of NCERT books in downloadable for-
mat. The education of all children with
disabilities has been made the responsi-
bility of the states.

States need clarification about where
the resources for these initiatives
come from, as the Centre has made no
commitment. Theonlyassuranceisthat
they will get allocations out of the Gen-
der and SEDG Inclusion Fund created
by the centre for providing equitable
quality education.

NEP

Stateshave been mandated to ‘ensure
that all schools follow certain minimal
professional and quality standards’ for
which they must set up an independent
State School Standards Authority. It is
unclearifthe policyintendstoabsolvethe
centrefromtheresponsibilityofensuring
the minimum quality norms prescribed
underthe Right to Education Act.

While the policy ‘permits’ states to
have their own curricular framework
within the broad national framework
developed by the NCERT, changes in
textbooks without state consultation
cause confusion.

NEP 2020 had assured that the
Central Advisory Board on Education
(CABE) would be ‘remodelled and
rejuvenated’. States are yet to know
the broad contour of this exercise and
areconcernedthattheirrepresentations
in the body are at least maintained, if
notenhanced.

In higher education, NEP pins high
hopes on reforming the national-level
regulatory framework. This was ex-
pected to happen before initiating any
reform. A ‘light but tight’ regulatory
framework was stated to be one of the

policy. The policy regarded the ‘inef-
fective regulatory system’ as a major
problem ‘currently faced by the higher
education system’.

The policy emphasised that the reg-
ulatory system must change ‘to ensure
integrity, transparency, and resource ef-
ficiencyinthe educational systemand...
will encourage innovation and out-of-
the-box ideas through autonomy, good
governance, and empowerment. Three
yearson,regulatoryreformisstillawait-
ed. Meanwhile, some existing regulatory
bodies havebecome hyperactivewithre-
forms, regulations,and guidelines, many
ofwhichare challenging toimplement.

They impose many conditionalities
and dos and don’ts on the state, with se-
rious implications for governance, ad-
ministration,and funding. Adding three
years of pre-primary education entails
enormous financial costs. Enhancing
programme durations in higher educa-
tionacrosstheboard posesseriouslogis-
tical challengesanda greatstrainonthe
alreadystressedinfrastructure. Besides,
theyhave financial consequencesforthe
institutions and individual students.

States are obviously feeling ill at ease.
They do not know when the proposed
Higher Education Commission of India
(HECI) and its four verticals will see the
lightof day. Whatwould beitsstructure?
Willstateshavealarger say orenhanced
representationinthesebodies? Theyare
particularlyanxiousbecausetheregula-
tory reforms in medical education have
not addressed their access and quality
challenges. States are nearly the sole
providers of school education. They are
dominant players in higher education,
not only in terms of institutions, enroll-
ment, and faculty but also in terms of
funding. Theybearmorethan77%ofthe
country’s education expenditure. Their
share in higher education expenditure
is as high as 71.24%. The state-sector
higher educational institutions account
for nearly 99.43% of all higher educa-
tionalinstitutionsinthe country, catering
to 91.78% of the total enrolment in
higher education.

This is the first time in independent
India that states are unhappy with the
new education policy to the extent
that they are contemplating having
their own state policies rather than im-
plementing the NEP 2020. Thismustbe
addressed urgently.

Indiaisa continent-sized countrywith
unparalleled economic, social, linguis-
tic, cultural,and educational diversity. A
one-size-fits-all approach is least likely
towork. Promotingand maintaining co-
hesionis critical. National policy formu-
lations and their implementation must
give paramountimportanceto this goal.

(Thewriter, a former advisor for
education inthe Planning Commission,
isaprofessorin Jamia Millia Islamia,

states develogd Brofessiona]lxﬂualiﬁed fundamental guidinﬁ Hrinciales of the NewDel/zz’:
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Environment

‘Cauvery basin lost nearly 12,850 sq. km of green cover’

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

Natural vegetation on near-
1y 12,850 sq. km of land in
the Cauvery basin was lost
in the 50 years between
1965 to 2016, according to
a recent paper published
by scientists and research-
ers at the Indian Institute
of Science (I1Sc), Bengalu-
ru. Karnataka has lost
much more than any other
State in the basin. It ac-
counts for three-fourths of
the lost cover, while Tamil
Naduws share is around
one-fifth, the study adds.
Pointing out that natu-
ral-vegetation cover went
down by around 46% all

these years, the paper,
authored by TV. Rama-
chandra, Vinay S., Bharath
S., and Bharath H. Aithal,
stated that the quantum of
reduction of dense vegeta-
tion was 35% (6,123 sq. km)
and that of degraded vege-
tation, 63% (6,727 sq. km).
Areas that suffered ad-
verse changes in the extent
of forest cover include the
Brahmagiri Wildlife Sanc-
tuary, Bandipur National
Park, Nagarhole National
Park and the Cauvery Wil-
dlife Sanctuary. In respect
of the Bannerghatta Na-
tional Park, the moist de-
ciduous forest area, which
was about 50% in 1973,
stood at 28.5% in 2015 due

Shrinking greenery

Pattern of natural vegetation cover in the Cauvery basin

over the years

(in sq. km)
Year Kerala | Tamil Nadu | Total
1965 17,072.81 1,043.64 | 10,077.78 28,194.23
2016 7,408.50 764.16 7,172.42 15,345.08
Loss 9,664.31 279.48 2,905.36 12,849.15

Source: “Cauvery river: Land

use dynamics biodiversity &
hydrological status,” a paper
authored by T.V. Ramachandra,
vinay S., Bharath 5. and Bharath H.
Aithal, Indian Institute of Science,
Bengaluru.

to “anthropogenic pres-
sure” on the National Park
and its environs.

Taking a historical view
of the growth in the crop-
ping area in the basin, the

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Dec. 11, 2023

paper, titled “Cauvery Riv-
er: Land Use Dynamics
Biodiversity & Hydrologi-
cal Status,” said that in res-
pect of Tamil Nadu, the ex-
tent of area under

irrigation rose from 6,556
sq. km in 1928 t0 20,233 sq.
km now and in the case of
Karnataka, it was from
1,193 sq. km to 8,497 sq.
km. Consequently, the wa-
ter demand of the two
States increased. It added
that land-use analysis
showed that in 73.5% of the
catchment,  agriculture
and horticulture constitut-
ed the dominant activity.

Inefficient water use

The paper identified “inap-
propriate” cropping pat-
terns, inefficient use of wa-
ter, adoption of
multi-season water-inten-
sive crops, “unsustaina-
ble” mining of river sand,

and the decline in com-
munity participation in wa-
tershed management as
problems that character-
ised the basin.

To remedy the situation,
the paper called for the in-
tegrated management of
the catchment with an in-
terlinked system of natural
resources; restrictions on
“large-scale water-inten-
sive” cash crops, monocul-
ture and over-exploitation
of groundwater; enrich-
ment of the catchment
with native species; pro-
motion of organic farming;
setting up effluent treat-
ment plants; and ensuring
zero discharge from indus-
tries.
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Karnataka needs SC approval for
dereservation of forest land: Centre

The Hindu Bureau
SHIVAMOGGA

The Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change has reiterated that
the Karnataka government
should get the Supreme
Court’s approval for the de-
reservation of forest land
released for rehabilitation
of people affected by the
Sharavathi Valley Hydroe-
lectric Project in Shivamog-
ga district.

In response to a ques-
tion raised by Shivamogga
MP B.Y. Raghavendra in the

Lok Sabha, Ashwini Kumar
Choubey, Minister of State
for MoEF and Climate
Change, replied on Mon-
day that the State govern-
ment of Karnataka is re-
quired to seek the approval
of the Supreme Court and
thereafter submit the pro-
posal for prior approval by
the Central government for
dereservation of forest
land under the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980.
The State government,
in its proposal sent on
March 23, 2023, sought the
approval of the Centre for

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Dec. 13, 2023
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the dereservation of 9,129
acres of forest land.

The extent of land was
released between 1958 and
1969 for rehabilitation of
over 3,000 families affect-
ed by the project. Howev-
er, the proposal was sent
back to the state on April
24, stating that the Govern-
ment of Karnataka has to
take appropriate action as
per the Supreme Court’s
order dated November 13,
2000. The apex court, in
its order, stated that
“..pending further orders,
no dereservation of forests,

sanctuaries, or national
parks shall be effected.”
Hundreds of families
were displaced due to the
power project in the 1960s.
Among them, many were
allotted forest land as com-
pensation in Sagar, Tirtha-
halli, Shivamogga, Shikari-
pur, and Bhadravathi
taluks. The Congress go-
vernment dereserved the
forest land for non-forest
purposes as per the Karna-
taka Forest Act, 1963. This
was questioned by Girish
Achar, environmental acti-
vist in Hosanagar taluk.



Indians vulnerable to climate change-induced health issues

Institutions of local self-governance must engage with the climate and health agenda to address the climate crisis

| DATA POINT

Indranil and Divya Chaudhry

ore than half of India’s

population, living in 344

districts, face high or ve-
ry high health vulnerability in-
duced by climate change. People
are increasingly being exposed to
the effects of climate change, such
as prolonged summers, heavy and
unpredictable rains, floods and
droughts, and rising sea levels and
melting glaciers. As a result, they
fall ill more often, face a greater
risk of future ailments, lose liveli-
hoods, get pushed into poverty,
and are forced to migrate. People
fight and try to adapt to these
changes and prepare themselves
better for future events. Vulnera-
bility is a vector produced out of
the dynamics between exposure
and sensitivity on the one hand
and people’s ability to adapt or
fight on the other.

However, the same exposure
may not have the same health con-
sequences for everyone. People
who are exposed to higher green
cover, have better living condi-
tions, education, secured work,
better social safety nets and resi-
lient health systems would be able
to adapt to the changes and miti-
gate the consequences better. Peo-
ple who live on the margins,
whose livelihoods are not secured,
and who have to pay when some-
one in the family falls ill will be
more vulnerable to these changes.

Though there are certain un-
iversal aspects of climate change,
the nature of exposure is diverse
and localised — within a State, dif-
ferent regions or districts have dif-
ferent levels of exposure. As conse-
quences also vary, vulnerabilities
differ. While there must be certain
universal strategies, adaptation
and mitigation efforts and strate-
gies must be localised.

In a recent paper published in
Climate Change, we draw on the
vulnerability assessment frame-
work introduced by the Fourth As-

sessment Report of the Intergo-
vernmental Panel on Climate
Change to measure district-level
exposures, sensitivities, adaptive
capacities (ACs) and health vulner-
abilities. We carried out our analy-
sis for all 640 districts of India
(Census 2011) and used 50 indica-
tors — 14 for exposure, 20 for sensi-
tivity, and 16 for ACs — from 8 na-
tional data sources to construct
separate indices for each of the
three vulnerability components.

Our findings suggest that 298
districts have high or very high le-
vels of exposure. These districts
house around 52% of India’s popu-
lation. Almost 30% of India’s popu-
lation living in 184 districts are
faced with very high and high sen-
sitivity. Around 153  districts,
where a fifth of India’s population
lives, have moderate and low AC.

The study also helps us identify
the underlying causes of vulnera-
bility which is essential in formu-
lating appropriate multi-sectoral
policy responses. For example, in-
creasing public expenditure on
health could have a significant im-
pact on reducing out-of-pocket ex-
penditure. Results suggest that
poorly developed primary health-
care remains a major factor for
high vulnerability in some districts
which report high infant mortality
rates and poor child health indica-
tors. Robust primary healthcare
has shown promise in effectively
addressing preventable causes of
mortality and morbidity in many
States such as Kerala and Tamil Na-
du. Primary healthcare systems al-
so have the potential to address
the impending burden of non-
communicable and communica-
ble diseases, which is likely to ag-
gravate as a result of climate
change. By facilitating early dis-
ease diagnosis, primary health-
care can reduce the burden of
high-cost tertiary care.

Addressing inequalities in the
distribution of various social deter-
minants of health could reduce
health vulnerability. Providing sus-
tainable livelihood opportunities,
improving working conditions,

providing people with social safety
nets, and improving the education
status of the population and its
employability could contribute to
reducing sensitivity and enhanc-
ing ACs.

Tractable policy action needs a
robust, dynamic data system. Our
current health system data archi-
tecture is weak and incomplete.
Institutions with access to data do
not often collaborate or share data
in public. People within the system
hardly trust the data they them-
selves generate and rarely put the
data to use. Further, there is limit-
ed compliance from the private
sector and a lack of appreciation
within policy institutions for evi-
dence-based policymaking.

The climate crisis calls for a rad-
ical rethinking of the developmen-
tal paradigm. However, none of
this can be achieved if institutions
of local self-governance are not en-
gaged with the climate and health
agenda. The health system, too,
should be made more accountable
to the people.

Map 1shows vulnerability index
values for 640 districts (0-0.249
indicates low, 0.25-0.49 indicates
moderate, 0.5-0.749 indicates
high, and 0.75-1 indicates very high
vulnerability). Data show that 38
districts have very high vulnerabil-
ity, 306 districts have high vulner-
ability, 278 districts have moderate
vulnerability, and 18 districts have
low vulnerability. The 344 districts
with very high and high vulnera-
bility house 56% of India’s popula-
tion. Table 2 shows the top 5 and
bottom 5 districts in terms of vul-
nerability. States with districts in
the top 10% vulnerability range are
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Haryana, Hi-
machal Pradesh, Punjab, Uttarak-
hand, Jammu and Kashmir, and
Arunachal Pradesh. U.P. and Rajas-
than alone have 37 and 15 districts,
respectively, in the top 10% vulner-
ability range, M.P. has 3 districts,
and Jharkhand and Haryana have
2 each. Punjab, Uttarakhand, J&K,
Himachal, and Arunachal have
one district each in this category.

Source: The Hindu, p.11, Dec. 14, 2023
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Mapping vulnerability

The map and tables were sourced from article ‘Climate change and human
health: estimating district-level health vulnerabilities in the Indian context’

published in Climatic Change

S e

Vulnerability range
[ Data not reported

.“‘
L]

Table 2 : The table shows the top 5 and bottom 5 districts
in terms of vulnerability
Districts with highest vulnerability

S.no. | State District Vulnerability

index

1 Arunachal Dibang Valley 1

2 U.p. | Pilibhit 0.9763486

3 M.P. Dindori 0.9720531

4 U [ Baghpat 0.9382899

5 U.P Firozabad 0.932923
Districts with lowest vulnerability

S.no. | State District Vulnerability

index

1 Sikkim South District (SK) | 0.1343192

2 Sikkim East District (SK) 0.1010449

3 Goa South Goa 0.0548047

4 Maharashtra | Sindhudurg 0.0133277

5 Goa North Goa 0

Map 1: The
map shows the
vulnerability
index values for
640 districts of
India (Census
2011). Itis
measured ona
scale of 0 (least
vulnerability

to 1 (very high
vulnerability)

® 344 districts
with very high
and high-
vulnerability
house 56%

of India’s
population
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Health

0,705 kids under 18
died of ‘unnatural’
causes in 4 years

Milton.Lawrence
@timesgroup.com

smany as 6,765 children
Aunder the age of 18 lost
their lives under unna-

tural circumstances in Kar-
nataka between 2019 and 2022,
and Bengaluru city alone re-
corded 288 deaths, with 213
more occurring on railway
premises in 2022. The govern-
ment gave this reply in re-
sponse toan RTI petition.

State Crime Records Bu-
reau (SCRB) officials confir-
med sharing the available da-
ta with Mysuru-based NGO
Odanadi in response to the
RTI petition. As per SCRB, de-
athsresulting from accidents,
drowning, snakebites, elec-
tric shocks, natural calamiti-
es, suicides, or homicides fall
under ‘unnatural’ category.

The overall increase in
child deaths compared to pre-
vious four years (2015-2018) by
11% is deemed “serious” by
child rights activists, who are
seeking coordinated efforts
from childcare institutions,
government bodies, and
NGOstoaddress the issue.

ML Parshuram, director
of Odanadi Seva Samsthe, an
NGO dedicated to women'’s
welfare, expressed concern
over the rising number of de-
aths. He pointed to financial
stress, harassment by micro-
financiers, and family-rela-
ted issues as contributingfac-
tors. Parshuram called for

B'LURU TOPS LIST

Bengaluru city NG 288
Railway premises/ I 213
Tumakuru [l 110
Hassan [l 93

B'luru district Il 92
Vijayanagar [l 67
Davanagere Ml 57 @

Mysuru district ll 53
Kalaburagi ll 50

Vijayapura ll 57
Source: SCRB

collaboration between child
welfare committees, Karna-
taka State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights,
the Department of Women
and Child Welfare, and NGOs
totackle the problem.

In the RTI data, Parshu-
ram noted an increase in un-
natural child deaths in 2022
compared to the previous ye-
ars. The data revealed 1,929
deaths in 2022, 1,728 in 2021,
1,534 in 2020, and 1,574 in 2019.

Various causes — such as
suicides due to family dispu-
tes and financial difficulties
— have contributed to this
alarming trend. Vasudevas-
harma NV, executive director
of Child Rights Trust,empha-
sized the need for a govern-
ment-led study to find com-
prehensive solutions. He ex-
pressed concern over the 213
deaths on railway tracks and
premises, suggesting they co-
uld be suicides or murders.

Source: Vijayavani, p.4, Dec.9,2023
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MONEY IN, MONEY OUT

2020-21

2021-22

2022-23

. SPIP approval . Expenditure

=

R

Figures in crore rupees | Source: Ministry of health and family

State spent 75% of fund
for pregnant women,
Il newborns in 3 years

TiMeS NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: Karnataka has
spent Rs 58.5 crore (or 75%)
of the Rs 76.4 crore allocated
by the Centre to reduce out-
of-pocket expenses by preg-
nant women and ill infants
under the Janani Shishu
Suraksha Karyakram (JSSK)
scheme be-
tween 2020-21
and 2022-23.
JSSK was launched in
June 2011 and the Union gov-
ernment funds the scheme
under the state progamme
implementation plan (SPIP).
Ever since, the state has
had 25,68,171 beneficiaries
who have availed benefits like
free delivery including cae-
sarean sections, transport,
diagnostics, medicines, other
consumables, diet and blood

transfusions in state-run
health institutions.

Of the other southern
states, Kerala was the highest
spender, disbursing double
the approved amount of Rs
39.8 crore. Tamil Nadu, Telan-
gana, and Andhra Pradesh
spent between 70-87% of their
allocations. The ministry of
health and fam-
ily welfare,
which recently
fielded a question on the issue
in the Rajya Sabha, said field-
level workers like ANMs and
ASHASs promote the scheme
at the ground-level through
interpersonal communica-
tion. “Besides this, a system
of regular supportive super-
visory visits to states and
districts to monitor imple-
mentation of JSSK is also in
place,” the ministry said.

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Dec.11, 2023
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[ISc researchers suggest ways to
make non-responsive cancer
cells respond to immunotherapy

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Researchers at the Indian
Institute of Science (IISc),
in a new study, have tried
to understand how diffe-
rent types of cancer cells
respond to Interferon-gam-
ma (IFN-y) activation.

According to IISc, can-
cer immunotherapy
primes a patient’s immune
system to better find and
destroy cancer cells, im-
proving upon the body’s
natural ability to fight
tumours.

“Contemporary immu-
notherapy approaches aim
to stimulate immune cells
called T cells to target tu-
mours. In this process, the
production and function-
ing of a cytokine (a small
signalling protein) known
as IFN-y are essential for
the immune system to
eliminate tumours effec-
tively. These approaches
affect fewer normal cells
when compared to che-
motherapy or radiation.
However, they are either
very expensive or less effi-

Researchers Dipankar Nandi, Avik Chattopadhyay, Nikita Ramteke,

). i

Sirisha Jagdish, and Aagosh Karhale at the I1Sc, Bengaluru.

cient,” IISc said.

In the study they found
that only some types of
cancer cells respond well
to IFN-y activation, while
others don’t. They also
suggest some approaches
that can be used to make
these non-responsive can-
cer cells better respond to
immunotherapy.

“IFN-y is produced by
immune cells such as T
cells or natural killer cells.
It binds to tumours, and in-
duces apoptosis  (cell
death). Reports in the liter-
ature have shown earlier

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Dec. 12, 2023
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that if there are lower
amounts of IFN-y or de-
fects in its signalling, then
the tumours don’t respond
well to the immunothera-
py processes,” said Avik
Chattopadhyay, first auth-
or and PhD student at the
Department of Biochemis-
try, IISc.

In the current study,
when the team first treated
cancer cells in the lab with
IFN-y, they found that the
colour of the cell growth
medium changed to yel-
low, indicating that the
cells were releasing acidic

byproducts such as lactic
acid. This led the team to
dig deeper into the role of
these byproducts. They
found that the higher
amounts of lactic acid pro-
duced in the cell culture
medium was due to in-
creased glycolysis, a series
of chemical reactions that
extracts energy from glu-
cose.

Oxidative damage

The team found that can-
cer cell lines derived from
the liver and the kidney
showed increased produc-
tion of nitric oxide (NO)
and lactic acid upon IFN-y
activation.

This, in turn, increased
the production of toxic
reactive oxygen species
(ROS) leading to oxidative
damage, which eventually
kills the cancer cells.

However, cancer cell
lines derived from the co-
lon and skin did not pro-
duce NO or lactic acid even
after being treated with
IFN-y. indicating that they
might respond poorly to
immunotherapy.



Health Dept. has
cracked down on
nearly 1,500 ‘fake’
doctors since 2007

‘Most of them would have obtained degree certificates from fake medical

universities in other States through correspondence courses’

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

he State Health De-
T partment has
sealed clinics and

laboratories run by 1,436
‘fake’ doctors (quacks)
since 2007 till November
30.

These include practi-
tioners of Allopathy, Ho-
moeopathy, Ayurveda, and
Naturopathy, Unani, and
Siddha, who do not have
the necessary qualifica-
tions to practise medicine
and are running clinics and
laboratories illegally put-
ting patients’ health at
risk.

Officials said many
claimed to hold a degree in
a branch of medicine and
even operated in well-esta-
blished nursing homes as
consultants apart from
running their own clinics.

Most of them would
have obtained degree cer-
tificates from fake medical
universities in other States
through correspondence
courses and have been in
the business for years, offi-
cials said.

According to the dis-
trict-wise break up collated
by the department, Bidar
tops the list with 423 fake
doctors. Bidar is followed
by Kolar and Belagavi

Districts with over

50 clinics sealed

Bidar (NN 423
Kolar (I 179
Belagavi (N 170
Kalaburagi (I 82
Shivamogga ) 74
Dharwad [l 70
Bengaluru Urban [l 67
Chamarajanagar [l 51

where 179 and 170 facilities
respectively - run by such
fake doctors - have been
sealed. Officials alleged
that some of them have al-
s0 been involved in female
foeticide.

Vivek Dorai, State Depu-
ty Director (Medical Acts),
told The Hindu that around
400 more facilities were
sealed this month after
Health Commissioner Ran-
deep D. directed District
Health Officers (DHOs) to
enforce the Karnataka Priv-
ate Medical Establishments
(KPME) Act more effective-
ly.

This is in the wake of the
recent unearthing of a sex
determination racket
across Bengaluru, Mandya,
and Mysuru districts.

“According to the KPME
Act, all private medical in-
stitutions should mandato-

rily get a KPME registra-
tion. However, it has been
noticed that fake doctors
who do not have the neces-
sary qualifications to prac-
tise medicine are running
clinics and laboratories il-
legally,” he said.

“As per Section 19 of the
KPME amendment Act,
2017, any person who esta-
blishes or runs an unregis-
tered private medical insti-
tution is liable to
imprisonment for a term of
up to three years and a fine
of 1 lakh. While we have
information about such
practitioners, implementa-
tion is challenging as we
have limited powers to in-
itiate action. While their
clinics are sealed and
equipment seized, they
usually come out un-
scathed due to lack of evi-
dence. This is mainly be-
cause of the local
community support,” he
said.

Dr. Dorai said although
there is a proposal to put
up black boards displaying
‘fake’ in front of clinics and
facilities found to be unre-
gistered, there is no provi-
sion for this under the
KPME Act. “We will have to
get this provision included
through an amendment
and it is under discussion,”
he added.

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Dec. 14, 2023
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Gender

When womb turns grave: Sex-selective
abortions contmue unabated

Falling sexratios
inseveral districts
inKarnataka
pointtothe
grimreality that
administrative
mechanisms and
social hierarchies
havefailed tokeep
gender-biased
abortionsatbay

Continued..

INSIGHT

ANITHA PAILOOR
MANDYA, DHNS

amshailla’ (‘no heir appar-
ent’) is what Shruthi’s moth-
er-in-law expressed when
she saw her granddaughter
for the first time. The moth-

er-in-law had visited several temples,
praying for a baby boy. When the baby
came, she refused to even hold the
newborn. “She was desperate for the
first child to bemale,” says Shruthi,a
resident of Mandya.

This singular insistence had begun
months before. Soon aftera routine
scanafter the first trimester, Shruthi'’s
husband and mother-in-law began
pressuring her to terminate the
pregnancy. They did not provide a
valid reason. “I was not aware of sex
determination tests then and did not
know the gender of the foetus,” she
says. When Shruthi did notyield to
pressure, her mother-in-law went
back to visiting temples, praying for
aboy.

“We were a happy family until
then. I am guessing they would have
known the gender of the foetus after
the scanning. Otherwise, why would
their attitude change all of a sudden?”
Shruthi wonders.

Soon after the delivery, Shruthi was
shocked when her husband stopped

Shruthi,a young woman In Karnacaka, who faced intense familial pressure to :

Y. DH PH

ter

taking care of her and the baby. She
was forced to rely on her parents

for essential needs. Eventually, she
parted ways with her husband after he
physically assaulted her, leading to the
termination of her second pregnan-
cy. Now, she and her eight-year-old
daughter live with her parents. Her
husband has since remarried, and now

HAPAILOOR

hasason.

While Shruthi was able to find sup-
portwith her parents, others have not
been able to withstand the pressure.
Shruthi's friend, for instance, gave in
to her family's pressure and aborted
her baby girl.

Violence, social ostracisation, lack
of financial support and sustained

pressure — these are only some of the
MOSt cCOMMON consequences women
face for ‘not bearing a male heir’. Two
filicide-suicide attempts this year in
Bagalkot district reveal the complexity
of theissue.

In August, a 26-year-old woman
jumped into a well, along with her
three children —amere 21 days after
she delivered her baby, a girl. While
the children, two female and one
male, lost their lives, the mother was
rescued.

“Though times are changing,
the general norm in our village is to
have two boys and one girl. My sister
wanted to undergo a family planning
operation after this delivery and was
upset as the baby was a girl. But this
is our guess and we have not spoken

itas she needs time to overcome
the tragedy,” says her brother.

The grave reality is that hundreds of
girls continue to be killed in the womb
even today.

Recent raids in Mandya and Mysuru
exposed a prenatal sex-determination
and female foeticide racket operating
in the dark. Over 900 illegal abortions
have been reportedly conducted by
them in three years.

In fact, over the decades, Mandya
and Bclapm have umr;,ed as lhc top
for sex deter
and female foetus abortion. Bagalkot
has become the latest addition to the

two sugar districts of Karnataka.
» Female foeticide, Page 2

Vamsha illa’ (‘no heir apparent”) is what Shruthi’s mother-in-law expressed when she saw
her granddaughter for the first time. The mother-in-law had visited several temples, praying
for a baby boy. When the baby came, she refused to even hold the newborn. “She was

says Shruthi, a resident of Mandya.

desperate for the first child to be male,”

This singular insistence had begun months before. Soon after a routine scan after the first
trimester, Shruthi’s husband and mother-in-law began pressuring her to terminate the
pregnancy. They did not provide a valid reason. “I was not aware of sex determination tests
then and did not know the gender of the foetus,” she says. When Shruthi did not yield to

pressure, her mother-in-law went back to visiting temples, praying for a boy.

“We were a happy family until then. I am guessing they would have known the gender of the
foetus after the scanning. Otherwise, why would their attitude change all of a sudden?”

Shruthi wonders.

Soon after the delivery, Shruthi was shocked when her husband stopped taking care of her
and the baby. She was forced to rely on her parents for essential needs. Eventually, she parted
ways with her husband after he physically assaulted her, leading to the termination of her
second pregnancy. Now, she and her eight-year-old daughter live with her parents. Her
husband has since remarried, and now has a son.

While Shruthi was able to find support with her parents, others have not been able to withstand
the pressure. Shruthi’s friend, for instance, gave in to her family’s pressure and aborted her

baby girl.

Violence, social ostracisation, lack of financial support and sustained pressure — these are only

some of the most common consequences women face for ‘not bearing a male heir’.

Two

filicide-suicide attempts this year in Bagalkot district reveal the complexity of the issue.
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In August, a 26-year-old woman jumped into a well, along with her three children — a mere
21 days after she delivered her baby, a girl. While the children, two female and one male, lost
their lives, the mother was rescued.

“Though times are changing, the general norm in our village is to have two boys and one girl.
My sister wanted to undergo a family planning operation after this delivery and was upset as
the baby was a girl. But this is our guess and we have not spoken about it as she needs time to
overcome the tragedy,” says her brother.

The grave reality is that hundreds of girls continue to be killed in the womb even today.

Recent raids in Mandya and Mysuru exposed a prenatal sex-determination and female foeticide
racket operating in the dark. Over 900 illegal abortions have been reportedly conducted by
them in three years.

In fact, over the decades, Mandya and Belagavi have emerged as the top destinations for sex
determination and female foetus abortion. Bagalkot has become the latest addition to the two
sugar districts of Karnataka.

Act rarely implemented.

Female foeticide from Page 1The new modus operendi of mobile mode of scanning employed
by quacks is a challenge to clamp down. Now our decoy operation teams are tying the loose
ends and using accurate leads from informers. For public and medical practitioners, awareness
of the law is crucial. We will reorient various stakeholders, from district units to radiologists,
doctors and the general public. No effort shall be spared in taking action on units that engage
in sex determination and such illegal abortion. We will work in tandem with other depts like
WCD, education and the police to address this larger social issue.Randeep D, Commissioner,
Department of Health and Family Welfare. Studies attribute the preference for sons to the
accumulation of wealth and the slow decline of women’s role in agriculture in the sugarcane
belts. Bagalkot and Belagavi being bordering districts has allowed the proliferation of this
crime.

Decline in sex ratio

While female foeticide is common in these districts, the social evil is not limited to these
regions. According to recent government data based on the civil registration system, only seven
districts in the state have a healthy sex ratio at birth. Five districts — Chikkaballapur, Mandya,
Bagalkot, Kalaburagi and Bidar — are in the red zone, with a sex ratio below 900. As many as
20 districts have seen a decline in the sex ratio compared to the previous year.

Interestingly, Belagavi, which recorded a sex ratio of 892 in 2020 (according to the National
Family Health Survey) has seen an improvement with 937 female births per 1,000 male births
in 2022. Urban areas are slightly better performers than rural areas.

At the national level, Karnataka is one of the nine states that have seen a significant decline in
sex ratio at birth between 2016 and 2020. And it has the second lowest sex ratio in South India,
after Telangana.

What makes Karnataka a poor performer? As one examines causes and conseguences, a
convoluted story unravels.

The brutal practice that denies a girl the right to be born is driven by many factors — patriarchy,
preference for sons, concerns about dowry, low social and economic status accorded to women,
the disappearance of traditional roles in agriculture and the poor implementation of law. One
recent addition, parents say, is fear around women’s safety.

57



Actrarely

implemented

Female foeticide

Studies attribute the preference for
sons to the accumulation of wealth
and the slow decline of women's
role in agriculture in the sugarcane
belts. Bagalkot and Belagavi being
bordering districts has allowed the
proliferation of this crime.

Declineinsexratio
While female foeticide is common
inthese districts, thesocial evilis not

womenwho haveundergonesex-se-
lective abortionsin her village in the
last15years. About10-15womenhad
toseparate fromtheir partnersafter
givingbirthtoagirlchild. “Everyone
knows about it, but no one speaks.
Thissituation prevailsinmanyvillag-
es. No one is able to stop this prac-
tice,”shesays.

Girija (name changed), a fellow
villager; hastried tocounselacouple
ofwomenaftershegota hintoftheir
plans. However, herwordsofwisdom
went unheard. “We can inform the
police but from where do we get the

id 2 If people come to know

recentgovernmentdatabasedonthe
civil registration system, only seven
districts in the state have a healthy
sex ratio at birth. Five districts —
Chikkaballapur, Mandya, Bagalkot,
Kalaburagi and Bidar — are in the
redzone, withasexratiobelow 900.
As many as 20 districts have seen a
decline in the sex ratio compared to
the previous year.

Interestingly, Belagavi, which
recorded a sex ratio of 892 in 2020
(according to the National Family
Health Survey) has seen an im-
provement with 937 female births
per,000malebirthsin2022. Urban
areasare slightly better performers
thanruralareas.

Atthe national level, Karnatakais
oneoftheninestatesthathaveseena
significantdeclineinsexratioatbirth
between 2016 and 2020. And it has
the second lowest sex ratioin South
India,after Telangana.

‘What makes Karnataka a poor
performer? As one examines caus-
es and consequences, a convoluted
storyunravels.

The brutal practice that denies a
girl the right to be born is driven by
many factors — patriarchy, prefer-
ence for sons, concerns about dow-
ry,lowsocialand economicstatusac-
corded towomen, thedisappearance
oftraditional rolesinagricultureand
the poorimplementationoflaw. One
recent addition, parents say, is fear
around women's safety.

Withbettereducationandaware-
ness, women are also demanding
their rightful share in ancestral
property, which has put patriarchal
families in a tough spot, says Varsha
Deshpande, an advocate and activ-
ist striving for the implementation
of the Pre-Conception and Pre-Na-
tal Diagnostic Techniques Act, 1994
(PC-PNDT Act)inthe country. “This
isalsoresultingin female foeticidein
affluent families,” she says.

Varsha, who s a National Inspec-

that we tipped off the police, it be-
comes difficult to continue to live in
thesameneighbourhood,”shesays.

Amajorhurdlein registeringand
processing complaints has been
finding evidence in cases of illegal
abortions. The racket of sex deter-
mination and abortions usually op-
erates in far-off villages, districts or
even states as evidenced in a recent
Mandya-Mysuru case.

In such scenarios, locals are not
abletopointoutevenwhenorwhere
thecrime wascommitted, saysares-
identof Ullenahalli. Thisvillageislo-
catedjustakilometreaway from the
illegal sex-determmanon unit lhat

Unsafe
evenin
the womb

India is estimated to have The h

63 million deficiintemateirths
fewer women since sex determination Uttar Pradesh.

tests began to be used in the 1970s.

Researchers estimate that

6.8 million

fewer female births will be recorded
across India by 2030 because of
sex-selective abortions.

By 2100, even if there is a projected
fall in excess male births over the
next 20 years, the total shortfall in
female births is estimated at

5.7 million.

ently.“) have
While India saw a slight overall increase in the sex ratio
m in 2017-19, Karnataka saw a signi decrease
The new modus operendi 2013-15] 2014-16 | 2015-172016-18 2017-19 | Lesislation
of mobile mode of scanning In 1994, with the

employed by quacks is a passage of the Pre-
challenge to clamp down. Now Conception and
our decoy operation teams are Pre-Natal Diagnostic
tying the loose ends and using Technigues Act (PC-

accurate leads from informers.
For public and medical
practitioners, awareness of the
law is crucial. We will reorient
various stakeholders, from
district units to radiologists,
doctors and the general public.
No effort shall be spared in
taking action on units that
engage in sex determination
and such illegal abortion. We
will work in tandem with other
depts like WCD, education and
the police to address this larger
social issue.
Randeep D, Commissioner,
Department of Health and
Family Welfare

a clue about what was happening,”
thevillagersays.
‘Thereisasuspicionin thecommu-
nity thatsomeoftheirfellowvillagers
“After

tion and Monitoring C
member under the Act, blames
the government for a failure to im-
pkmem adequate measures tostop

might
oneoftheaccusedwasknown for his
‘helping nature’and he also worked
as a cable TV operator. He knew

Iseven pri-
or m their birth.

The lackadaisical attitude could
alsobebecause, “thereisalackofur-
gency now since most people have
come to believe that the problem is
solved,” says Ravinder Kaur, a pro-
fessoratthe Indian Institute of Tech-
nology Delhi. Kaur hasbeeninvolved
in extensive work on gender-biased
abortionsin the country.

Ovcr the years, [hIS notion has

ever ywell,"shesays.

Well-established networks
“Karnataka has several well-estab-
lished networks of doctors, quacks
andagentswhodrive gender-biased
abortions. Mandyaandsomeborder
districts are the focal points,” says
Dr Sanjeev Kulkarni, a gynaecolo-
gistand pioneer in the fight against
sex-selectiveabortionin India.
Itwasbasedon histeam’s rese'nmh

yatvar For

and advocacy that the Mat

instance, Susheela,awomen'srights
activist from Belagavi, explains that
civil society organisati focuscd

government passed a Bill that pro-
vided for restriction of sex determi-
in1988, thefirstsuch Act

inthe district. Evenin ulher parts of

y.Hecurrentlypractises
inDharwad.

thestate, wereac
tively drawing attention to the issue
seem to haveshifted theirattention.
Asaresult, thelukewarmresponseof
theadministration goesunnoticed.

In reality, the problem is far from
over.

Septuagenarian Gangamma
(name changed) from Gejjala Gere
in Mandya says that the number of
people opting for female foeticide
has increased in her village over the

ears.

¥
Gangamma knows at least 20 __have been convicted under the Act

“About 1%of d by part-
ners-in-crime under the PC-PNDT
Act because there is huge money in
it,"headds.

These elusive, well-networked
criminals have flourished, taking
advantage of society’s patriarchal
mindset and the administration’s
indifference. That only 100 cases
havebeen filedin thestateunder the
PC-PNDT Actsince 2002shows the
lackofstrictactionon part of the de-
partments concerned. The accused

'Data from Sample Registration Survey
Note: Data on sex ratio vav;es slgnlflgiamly based on different studies

including Census 2001, 2

and the Sample Registration
Survey, and the Civil Registration System.

PNDT Act), the Indian
government made it
illegal to reveal the
sex of an unborn child,
except for strictly
medical purposes.

onlyinl5instances.
Adoctor,whohasservedasthedis-

tricthealthofficer(DHO)inaborder

districtwithaskewedsexratio, saysa

cutingmandatoryactivities. Thelow
level of awareness among commit-
tee members about the provisions
of the Act makes these committees

Fori only 3%of

&4

if10 cases were filed every month.

However, the DHO's team could
file only one case in one year. “It
would help if there is a provision
for teams from other districts or
the state team to take action based
on the intelligence provided by the

inspectionsofscanning centreswere
conducted by the Bagalkot District
Inspectionand Monitoring Commit-
tee (DIMC) last year.

Anasuya, a State Inspection and
Monitoring Committee (SIMC)
member feels (he committee has

homedistrictteam,”thed Says. thepl. forpub-

Anofficial fromthe! heallhdcpart— licgood. “Tam notactively engaged
mentsaysthatamajordrawbackun-  in the fight against gender-biased
derthePC-PNDT Actisthatthereis  abortion, even though I am nom-
no provision for the health depart-  inated as a SIMC member. There

ment and the police to collaborate.
He adds that it becomes difficult to
monitor North Karnataka districts
because of the distance and lack of
initiative from district units.
Inordinate delay indisposing cas-
esadds(mhepmblm.“Fourjudges
have changed since I filed a case in
2014. Ironically, from the pohce to

are no regular meetings, planning
or proactive actions to inspect scan-
ning centres as per the Act and Su-
preme Court guidelines. I was even
unable to attend the last meeting
due to short notice,” she says. She
also points out that the funds availa-
ble in the department are not being
channelled for pubhc awareness

thelawyer,...q come

F

C vhicharecr

the Act and the case,” says Janard-
han, an activist who has been fight-
ing against sex-selective abortion in
Mandya and Ramanagara districts
for thelasttwodecades.

Administrative failure
While state and district-level com-

People also find ways to skirt the
monitoring mechanism. An An-
ganawadi teacher says that the de-
lay in applying for the ‘Thayi' card
(under thecomprehensive maternal
healthcare scheme) is a signal that
something is amiss. “Sometimes, it
might be due to 1m:gular menstru-
ation. Butitisal heywait

inspectand takeaction, many mem-
bers or former members DH spoke
topointtothelaxityonthe partofthe
administrationin planningand exe-

~
ég\
)
PC-PNDT Act

The Act provides for the
prohibition of sex selection,
before or after birth.

It regulates the use of pre-natal
diagnostic techniques, allowing
their use only to detect genetic
abnormalities, metabolic
disorders, t;rron\?tst:mal

ain

congenital malformations,

However,

of the law varied by

jurisdiction, and the

sex ratio at birth has
continued to worsen in

several states.

In Karnataka, several districts witnessed
ahigher skew in the sex ratio in 2022
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till the gender of the foetus is deter-
mined. Of the 10 cases I get, twoare
generally late registrations,” she

says.

Bagalkot, a red-zone district, has
seen only 76% of pregnant women
registering in the first trimester.

The consequences

‘The consequences of sex-selec-
tive abortions are profound.

Not only are these practices
inviolation of basic rightsof

girl children, but they also
change the composition of
apopulation-theeffectsof
whicharealreadyvisiblein
andya.

Next month, Mandya will

witness the second bach-

elors’ padayatra (walka-

thon) in a year. The first

one, organised in Febru-
ary,aimed tonetwork men
whowere struggling to find
partners. The conversations
duringthe padayatra high-

lighted this issue, the case
ofmissinggirl childreninthe
villages, says KM Shiva Prasad, the

convener of theevent.

Take Shiva Prasad’s village for
instance, there are about 35 bache-
lorsin the age group of 30-40, while
there are only two unmarried girls
in the age group. “The situation is
the same in every village. We real-
ised that skewed sexratiois the root
cause forour predicament,”he says.

Today, despite policy measures
suchas Beti Padhao, Beti Bachaoand
Bhagyalakshmi, peoplesstill consider
girl children asliabilities.

Itisimperativethatadministrative
networksto preventsuch crimes be-
come proactive. Dr Kulkarnisays, “It
istime wetakethe problem seriously
and launch awareness campaigns.”
Hestresses that educational and re-
ligiousinstitutes, which haveahuge
hold over the population, take the
issue up and work towards solving
theproblem.

Haveyour say

To express your opinion,
e-mailusat:
insight@deccanherald.co.in

K DH GRAPHIC:

With better education and awareness, women are also demanding their rightful share in
ancestral property, which has put patriarchal families in a tough spot, says Varsha Deshpande,
an advocate and activist striving for the implementation of the Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal
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Diagnostic Techniques Act, 1994 (PC-PNDT Act) in the country. “This is also resulting in
female foeticide in affluent families,” she says.

Varsha, who is a National Inspection and Monitoring Committee member under the
Act, blames the government for a failure to implement adequate measures to stop
discrimination against girls even prior to their birth.

The lackadaisical attitude could also be because, “there is a lack of urgency now since most
people have come to believe that the problem is solved,” says Ravinder Kaur, a professor at
the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi. Kaur has been involved in extensive work on gender-
biased abortions in the country.

Over the years, this notion has gained currency at various levels. For instance, Susheela, a
women’s rights activist from Belagavi, explains that civil society organisations focussed on
this space have all but disappeared in the district. Even in other parts of the state, organisations
that were actively drawing attention to the issue seem to have shifted their attention. As a result,
the lukewarm response of the administration goes unnoticed.

In reality, the problem is far from over.

Septuagenarian Gangamma (name changed) from Gejjala Gere in Mandya says that the number
of people opting for female foeticide has increased in her village over the years.

Gangamma knows at least 20 women who have undergone sex-selective abortions in her
village in the last 15 years. About 10-15 women had to separate from their partners after giving
birth to a girl child. “Everyone knows about it, but no one speaks. This situation prevails in
many villages. No one is able to stop this practice,” she says.

Girija (name changed), a fellow villager, has tried to counsel a couple of women after she got
a hint of their plans. However, her words of wisdom went unheard. “We can inform the police
but from where do we get the evidence? If people come to know that we tipped off the police,
it becomes difficult to continue to live in the same neighbourhood,” she says.

A major hurdle in registering and processing complaints has been finding evidence in cases of
illegal abortions. The racket of sex determination and abortions usually operates in far-off
villages, districts or even states as evidenced in a recent Mandya-Mysuru case.

In such scenarios, locals are not able to point out even when or where the crime was committed,
says a resident of Ullenahalli. This village is located just a kilometre away from the illegal sex-
determination unit that was raided recently. “We did not have a clue about what was
happening,” the villager says.

There is a suspicion in the community that some of their fellow villagers might have visited
this unit. “After all, one of the accused was known for his ‘helping nature’ and he also worked
as a cable TV operator. He knew every household very well,” she says.

Well-established networks

“Karnataka has several well-established networks of doctors, quacks and agents who drive
gender-biased abortions. Mandya and some border districts are the focal points,” says Dr
Sanjeev Kulkarni, a gynaecologist and pioneer in the fight against sex-selective abortion in
India.

It was based on his team’s research and advocacy that the Maharashtra government passed a
Bill that provided for restriction of sex determination tests in 1988, the first such Act in the
country. He currently practises in Dharwad.
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“About 1% of doctors become partners-in-crime under the PC-PNDT Act because there is huge
money in it,” he adds.

These elusive, well-networked criminals have flourished, taking advantage of society’s
patriarchal mindset and the administration’s indifference. That only 100 cases have been filed
in the state under the PC-PNDT Act since 2002 shows the lack of strict action on part of the
departments concerned. The accused have been convicted under the Act only in 15 instances.

A doctor, who has served as the district health officer (DHO) in a border district with a skewed
sex ratio, says a more accurate picture would emerge if 10 cases were filed every month.

However, the DHO’s team could file only one case in one year. “It would help if there is a
provision for teams from other districts or the state team to take action based on the intelligence
provided by the home district team,” the doctor says.

An official from the health department says that a major drawback under the PC-PNDT Act is
that there is no provision for the health department and the police to collaborate. He adds that
it becomes difficult to monitor North Karnataka districts because of the distance and lack of
initiative from district units.

Inordinate delay in disposing cases adds to the problem. “Four judges have changed since I
filed a case in 2014. Ironically, from the police to the lawyer, they come to me seeking more
details about the provisions of the Act and the case,” says Janardhan, an activist who has been
fighting against sex-selective abortion in Mandya and Ramanagara districts for the last two
decades.

Administrative failure

While state and district-level committees have been set up to monitor, inspect and take action,
many members or former members DH spoke to point to the laxity on the part of the
administration in planning and executing mandatory activities. The low level of awareness
among committee members about the provisions of the Act makes these committees
ineffective. For instance, only 3% of inspections of scanning centres were conducted by the
Bagalkot District Inspection and Monitoring Committee (DIMC) last year.

Anasuya, a State Inspection and Monitoring Committee (SIMC) member, feels the committee
has failed to utilise the platform for public good. “I am not actively engaged in the fight against
gender-biased abortion, even though | am nominated as a SIMC member. There are no regular
meetings, planning or proactive actions to inspect scanning centres as per the Act and Supreme
Court guidelines. I was even unable to attend the last meeting due to short notice,” she says.
She also points out that the funds available in the department are not being channelled for
public awareness campaigns, which are crucial to fight this social evil.

People also find ways to skirt the monitoring mechanism. An Anganawadi teacher says that
the delay in applying for the ‘Thayi’ card (under the comprehensive maternal healthcare
scheme) is a signal that something is amiss. “Sometimes, it might be due to irregular
menstruation. But it is also because they wait till the gender of the foetus is determined. Of the
10 cases I get, two are generally late registrations,” she says.

Bagalkot, a red-zone district, has seen only 76% of pregnant women registering in the first
trimester.
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The consequences

The consequences of sex-selective abortions are profound. Not only are these practices in
violation of basic rights of girl children, but they also change the composition of a population
— the effects of which are already visible in Mandya.

Next month, Mandya will witness the second bachelors’ padayatra (walkathon) in a year. The
first one, organised in February, aimed to network men who were struggling to find partners.
The conversations during the padayatra highlighted this issue, the case of missing girl children
in the villages, says K M Shiva Prasad, the convener of the event.

Take Shiva Prasad’s village for instance, there are about 35 bachelors in the age group of 30-
40, while there are only two unmarried girls in the age group. “The situation is the same in
every village. We realised that skewed sex ratio is the root cause for our predicament,” he says.

Today, despite policy measures such as Beti Padhao, Beti Bachao and Bhagyalakshmi, people
still consider girl children as liabilities.

It is imperative that administrative networks to prevent such crimes become proactive. Dr
Kulkarni says, “It is time we take the problem seriously and launch awareness campaigns.” He
stresses that educational and religious institutes, which have a huge hold over the population,

take the issue up and work towards solving the problem.
Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&2, Dec.10, 2023

BLEAK STATS

Only 3% of Pocso casesin2022 saw convictions

AMRITA MADHUKALYA
NEW DELHI, DHNS

nly 3% of cases under the Pro-

tection of Children from Sexual

Offences (Pocso) Actresulted in
convictionsin 2022, reveals a study by
the India Child Protection Fund. On
anaverage, only 28 Pocso cases were
disposed of by each Fast Track Special
Court (FTSC) in 2022 even when the
average expenditure for the disposal of
each case was Rs 2.73 lakh.

The pendency in several states is so
high that in Maharashtra, it might take
up to 2036 for a child to get justice in
aPocso case. By January this year, the
state had 33,073 such cases pending
in the fast-track courts. In Andhra
Pradesh, a complainant will have to
wait till 2034 as the state has 8,137
pending cases, while in Rajasthan and

Awaiting justice

Of the 2.68 lakh Pocso cases under trial,
only 8,909 resulted in convictions

m Karnataka and
Goa are two states
with least number

of pending cases

m Case pendency high
Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Jharkhand

Jharkhand, it will take till 2033, with

8,921 and 4,408 cases, respectively.
Karnataka (919) and Goa (62) are

the two states with the least number of

pending cases. A complainant can hope

for justice by 2024 in these states.

By January 31 this year, the report
says, India has 2,43,237 Pocso cases
pending in its FTSCs despite the central
government’s policy. “...Even if no new
case is added to this long list, the country
will need at least nine years to clear the
backlog. In states such as Arunachal
Pradesh and Bihar, it could take more
than 25 years to bring the pending cases
to closure,” the report says.

A Supreme Court directive in Decem-
ber 2019 asked the state governments
to set up exclusive Pocso courts. Prior
to that, in July 2019, it asked for a Pocso
court to be setup in every district that
has more than 100 cases. The Ministry
of Law then came up with the FTSC
scheme in January 2020 under which
1,023 fast-track courts, including 389
Pocso courts, were to be set up by 2022.
» Pocso, Page 8

‘Only 3% of Pocso cases ended in convictions in 2022’

POCSO, FROMPAGE 1

Currently, there are 351 fast-
track courts and 412 Pocso
courts. Since October 2019,
when these courts came up,
fast-track courts have disposed

of 62,974 cases while Pocso
courts disposed of 1,11,475
cases.

The report says that, on an
average, 57 cases are disposed
of by each FTSC annually,
while Pocso courts disposed

of 68 cases every year. The
Administrative Guidelines for
Implementation of the FTSC
Scheme 2019, however, man-
dated thateach fast-track court
should dispose of41-42 casesin
each quarter and at least 165

casesinayear.

“Theanalysisofthe datasug-
geststhat FTSCs are unable to
achieve the set targets even
after almost four years since
the launch of the scheme,” the
report says.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&2, Dec.10,

2023
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Govt. to set up task
force to prevent
female foeticide

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

On the heels of recently ex-
posed prenatal sex-deter-
mination racket operating
in Karnataka, the govern-
ment on Tuesday an-
nounced a slew of mea-
sures, including setting up
of a task force, to prevent
female foeticide.

Dinesh Gundu Rao,
Health and Family Welfare
Minister, announced this
in the Legislative Council
on Tuesday following a dis-
cussion initiated by mem-
bers cutting across parties
on the issue of recent inci-
dents reported from
Bengaluru, Mysuru, and
Mandya, numbering over
900.

Vigilance wing

The Minister said that the
government would streng-
then the vigilance wing in
the Health Department.
“We will set up task forces
at the State level and dis-

trict level. These will not
only conduct surprise in-
spections and raids on hos-
pitals and health institu-
tions, but also gather
intelligence  from the
ground. They will have the
power to arrest wrong-
doers and initiate criminal
action against them,” he
said.

Apart from medical ex-
perts, these task forces will
have an officer of the cadre
of Deputy Superintendent
of Police or Assistant Com-
missioner of Police. “We
are working with the
DPAR, Home and other de-
partments to see that pol-
ice officers of such a cadre
are deputed to the Health
Department,” the Minister
said. Officers in the Health
Department and the task
force would function in a
manner similar to their
counterparts in Tamil
Nadu.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 6

Continued...
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From Page One

Govt. to set up task force
on female foeticide

The officers would work in coordination with the
Police Department, other wings of government,
and civil society groups, Mr. Rao said.

Follow-up with mothers

“The task force will carry out decoy operations
and traps. They will also follow young mothers
who have had girl children and see if they face the
pressure. They will be counselled not to opt for
medical termination of pregnancy,” he said.

The task force, he said, would work within the
framework of the law and ensure proper imple-
mentation of the Medical Termination of Pregnan-
cy Act, 1971, Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diag-
nostic Techniques Act, 1994, IPC, and the
Evidence Act. “However, if we feel that there is a
need for amendments to any of these laws, we will
try to initiate them,” he said.

The Health Department would work with other
departments and civil society groups to take up an
information and communication campaign
against evil practices such as prenatal sex deter-
mination and female foeticide. “It is a social issue
that has led to inflexible opinions and prejudices
among the general public. This has to be coun-
tered with a well orchestrated information and
awareness campaign. We are already doing it. But
we will take it up intensively,” he said.

Prize amount

Mr. Rao said the State government would also con-
sider increasing the prize money being given to in-
formers of female foeticide cases from 350,000 to
%1 lakh. The government would announce a tem-
porary telephone number to which people (in-
formers) can pass on the information relating to
female foeticide. This telephone number will later
be integrated with the State’s 104 Arogya Sahaya-
vani, the health information helpline. Bids would
be invited next month to select the agency to man-
age the round-the-clock helpline service, he said.

Source: The Hindu, p.1&6, Dec. 13, 2023
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Govt. proposes amending
law to end female foeticide

The Hindu Burean
BELAGAVI

The Karnataka govern-
ment on Thursday an-
nounced a slew of mea-
sures to put an end to
female foeticide, including
amending the legislation
concerned to make it more
effective, formulating a
new policy and setting up a
State-level task force.
Announcing this while
replying to members cut-
ting across party affilia-
tions who expressed con-
cern over the increasing
cases of female foeticide,
Health Minister Dinesh
Gundu Rao said the mea-
sures would be in addition

to the CID probe that has
already been ordered. He
said amendments to the le-
gislation concerned would
be effected in consultation
with the Health and Law
Departments.

The government would
also come out with a policy
to prevent female foeticide
while the proposed State-
level task force would help
in swiftly acting against
any violations, he noted.
He was also considering
setting up sub-division le-
vel monitoring committees
besides deploying an ACP
to deal exclusively with
cases of female foeticide,
he said. The Minister an-
nounced that the call

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Dec. 15, 2023
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centre for the Health De-
partment which would res-
ume from next month
would also cater to instanc-
es of female foeticide.

Earlier, the Opposition
members led by Leader of
the Opposition R. Ashok
demanded an investigation
by a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) into the epi-
sode of female foeticides.

Female foeticides were
affecting the gender ratio,
he said, while pointing out
that the population of wo-
men per 1,000 men had
come down from 1,029 in
2015-16 to 797 in 2019-20 in
Davanagere and 928 to 781
in the same period in Ra-
managara.



PCPNDT violations: Only 100 cases
filed in 21 years across Karnataka

No case in 4 districts, while one case each has been filed in six districts; the highest number of cases has been booked in Bengaluru Urban

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

espite the State
I) struggling to arrest
a steady decline in

the child sex ratio from 934
in 2019 to 929 in 2022 (for
every 1,000 males as per
CRS data), Karnataka’s
Health Department has
booked only 100 violation
cases of Pre-Conception
and Pre-Natal Diagnostic
Techniques Regulation and
Prevention of Misuse) Act,
1994, since 2002.

This gains significance
in the light of the recent
unearthing of a sex deter-
mination racket across
Bengaluru, Mandya, and
Mysuru districts.

The Bengaluru police
recently arrested a doctor
and his lab technician who
allegedly performed
around 900 illegal abor-
tions in the last three
years.. Following this, the

s

ex selection.

Karnataka has been struggling to arrest the decline in the child sex
ratio from 934 (for every 1,000 males) in 2019 to 929 in 2022.

State government has or-
dered a CID probe and has
announced the setting up
of a task force to check fe-
male foeticide.

Of the 100 violations,
the accused have been con-
victed under the Act in a
mere 15, while in 76 cases
the accused were acquitted
indicating that implemen-
tation of the PCPNDT Act -

that prohibits sex determi-
nation - is a daunting task
for officials. The remaining
cases are pending in
courts.

Attributing this to limit-
ed provisions under the
Act for collaboration bet-
ween the Health Depart-
ment and the police, offi-
cials said this is making
monitoring difficult.

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Dec. 15, 2023

According to official da-
ta, not a single case was
booked in 14 districts in the
last 21 years, while one
case each was filed in six
districts.

While the most cases
have been booked in Ben-
galuru Urban (31), Belagavi
and Vijayapura follow with
15 and 14, respectively.

Under the PCPNDT Act,
the State Appropriate
Authority assisted by the
district-level PCPNDT advi-
sory committees and in-
spection and monitoring
committees play a key role
in preventing sex determi-

nation and female
foeticide.
Although officials

claimed that these commit-
tees are actively function-
ing, there are allegations
that most are in limbo.
While these committees
are supposed to conduct
regular inspections of the
diagnostic and scanning
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centres to prevent female
foeticide, sources said last
year only 14% of the in-
spection target was met.
Till June this year, 20% of
the target was met.
Admitting there are
challenges in implement-
ing the Act effectively, State
Health Commissioner Ran-
deep D. told The Hindu that
coordination between the
police and the Health De-
partment needs to im-
prove. “While stricter sec-
tions of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) need to be le-
vied - such as Section 315,
316 (non bailable / cogniza-
ble) - more number of in-
spection teams are need-
ed. Intensified awareness
and informants reaching
out to us will help plan
more decoy operations,”
the Commissioner said.
Vivek Dorai, State Depu-
ty Director (Medical Acts),
said the proposed State
task force headed by the

Health Commissioner will
be the overall monitoring
body for effective imple-
mentation of PCPNDT
Act.

Presently, the advisory
committees are under Pro-
ject Director (Reproductive
Child Health). The task
force will be the nodal bo-
dy that will supervise and
monitor their functioning
and also interact with dis-
tricts for effective imple-
mentation, he said.

Meanwhile, like-minded
civil society groups and
women organisations have
come together to recom-
mend amendments to the
PCPNDT Act.

“We held a meeting and
we are planning to submit
a memorandum to the
Health Minister seeking
certain amendments to the
Act,” said Vasundhara Bhu-
pathi, former member of
the State Advisory Com-
mittee.

Back to Contents
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3278cr raised in fines in
1.2L illegal power cases

Z43cr Collected
This Year From
20.4k Cases

Chethan.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Between April
2020 and October 2023, there
were at least 1.2 lakh cases of
illegal power usage reported
by four major electricity
supply companies (Escoms),
with the highest — 69,397 —
recorded in the Bangalore
Electricity Supply Company
(Bescom)jurisdiction.

These cases — both cogni-
zable and non-cognizable —
haveresulted infinestothe tu-
ne of Rs 278 crore from Be-
scom, Chamundeshwari
Escom (Chescom), Mangalore
Escom (Mescom), and Gulbar-
ga Escom (Gescom). Data for
cases from Hubli Escom was
not immediately available.

Of the Rs 278 crore, over
59% — or Rs 165 crore — was
under Bescom, which covers
the eight districts of Benga-
luru Urban, Bengaluru Ru-
ral, Ramanagara, Chikkabal-
lapur, Kolar, Tumakuru, Da-
vanagere, and Chitradurga.

This year, till October 31,
there were more than 20,400
cases and Escoms had collec-
ted nearly Rs43 crore infines.
This is despite the introduc-
tion of Gruha Jyothi scheme
(freedomestic power up to 200
units) in August. “The first fo-
ur months of this fiscal did
not have Gruha Jyothi, we ex-
pecttheschemetohaveanim-
pactinthe coming months,” a
senior energy department of-
ficialsaid. Also, the schemeis
applicable only to domestic

CASES & FINES*

Escom Cases Fine collected
Bescom 69,397 %165.9¢cr
Mescom 5,100 %18.8¢cr

Chescom 7,462 %42.5¢r
Gescom 41,465 ¥51.5¢r

Total | 1.2 lakh

Escom

Bescom |%1,000.5¢r |

FREE BILLS RAISED UNDER GRUHA JYOTHI

Value

Mescom |%231.1cr

Total

Chescom |3239.4cr

Hescom |%391.1cr

22,125.9 i
cr

Gescom [%259.7cr

Source: State energy department | All figures rounded off |

Hescom data on cases & fines unavailable | *Between April 2020 & October 2023

users in the state.

An analysis of the data
from Bescom shows that
Bengaluru Urban district —
not surprisingly, given its
high population and large
customer base for the firm —
has the most cases and there-
fore, the highest fines.

The district accounted for
30,066, or 43.3%, of the cases
across Bescom districts. The-
se cases resulted in Rs 83.2
crore, which is more than
50% of the fines collected in
the jurisdiction. Davanagere
follows Bengaluru Urban.

D Kodandapani, director
(technical), energy depart-
ment, said: “The free scheme
pertains only to domestic
users and not commercial, in-
dustrial and other users. And
these cases don’t relate only
toillegal connections.”

He explained that there
are cognizable cases like tam-
pering with meters and
unauthorized reconnecting
to power source even after the
authorities have disconnec-

ted supply for various rea-
sons includingarrears, while
non-cognizable cases include
consumption of more power
than sanctioned.

Bills under scheme

Further, separate data from
the energy department
shows the five Escoms toget-
her had recorded free bills —
under the Gruha Jyothi sche-
me — worth a whopping Rs
2,125.9 crore in just three
monthsup to October.

Again, Bescom accounts
for the most, followed by He-
scom, Gescom, Chescom, and
Mescom. The value of free
bills has been increasing
month on month. From Rs 643
crore in August, it has shotup
to Rs 747 crore in October.
Energy officialssaid the num-
bers are expected to increase
in the coming months. “We
continue to add eligible custo-
mers each month. This trend
will continue for a while befo-
re it plateaus and becomes
constant,” an official said.

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Dec.9, 2023

66



TOBTT 0T Beod CBFE

18 IR 20T, FoRRT IBSBNYN Fogadndn BoTeor 20

I3 asma‘:daes WD
TOSZP vu CAREBTFOL (DT -

BT emmm; 5353‘,'_ E:\:dj!ﬁﬁa
WERZPITD, =~ TOmmesbEedadnn
AFRDE IS wEeD
ama o DI 18

SechRres 5 R0 BEmD =0
FesnTY it grigendoordes.
TOLTT wIZoL R Lo rTIN
LTOSITOTD
Be.24.10, Tro  WwROBwW
eIns FOT WBIE IR
RW0LD B Lol BoTeer @20
BeB33T9, dePricclR.  sin,
SDPTSII WS wiesd wd
SRES oToD I 7 (8)
orEahE  S[weE  dredd
oIy IR IIT
oot I0WT Soocond. e
= ‘ToSTE wuT oleens o
ToN, Towdd ) wd (3TTR)
SGecE - 2023’ ST,
OTT O IRIBOOS TV
mCotirier TOXD LIpie]
odpewold ToWRTO 11,500 ekl
Cr.NR 80T IR wIcsnnods.
F2033 azs%momcw Polen J?{
LG Wewonitd, WK BB
W OB,
XS BB ug3: SoooLw s LEnd
808339, Jfecovne T
Tone w30 FHFUE mOnY
Wedrrie xag_;-; @c:i,s B BT

Wty =HoITY.

035R= R JFeoldT

u TOegy eESOrvn BOmeRLTd
BB303REXS B0 38 ToIE WS
D eg (Sebradodod Pmaeo
) s3> 3d) geadT -
2023.

s 30,0 smpod medoeen Ja
odler FAWS swor g
;:»,qacom BRests Jperin?
T ey Hrnid s@a0d e
Zezs Hgecdow - 2023.

u BOOF L3 oI e@:@Q
So0EY (3TPB) APeabw.

= BIF 38 M TpRws® SHd)
Toweabs® Tazs® (3TB)

geads -2023.

BT T IO SOd) SeSrie
(3c3B) dgead>s - 2023.

u g — W3k3ried S,@a0, Jox, 3
B2 Bugrd TyPT0
Dgeads - 2023.

= 3¢ Seevo obo, ge3

FDodcd= PP Y DodY
DGeadb>w - 2023.

RO Jw3cHY.  mwenide
SeRRF TSN, =ende
SooBIcIRADI 5§ IFecDBRD
Torie s LTeoLINRIR) oEH
SRE FpOmoherde (&.11)
oIS T3S saz:ﬂi =i d Foed

Source: Vijayakarnataka, p.8, Dec.10, 2023

67

= Zoried, seale e epsin,
TWHT0 (3EBB) Dgieo>s
-2023.

= Fod D3 VoS FSes
DSBS DT (3TyHA)
eadw -2023.

= SRR SriooP dueads
~2023.

» S0E08 B0, (ReD* BRM)
333 deads ~2023.

= Bmortss Teye Sox) FPead
ofid (3B) Deleadss -
2023.

= DB F 3T 2D
2022 AoLDor? BOR* oS
Qgieados -2023.

= BTFEIT GRALFE SOA)
GSnrmeod Togrid (3 ER)
eadow - 2023.

= BUoF 38 A T, odpealdond
(3BB) gleadys - 2023.

= BOOFET edmz‘p’ soobrne
(Dobo3m) d¥eados - 2023.

P ATINT LIS mnEs.
©RFeTITY, Y ZoRETD
EEODTN TR, FTRTDY,
A,00TN THERFLS SRS R
Zazgnd smende 35 IS o

AR s el
S



NWKRTC takes bigleap in

ahead and with the help of

digital payment for bus tickets

415 long-distance buses from

5 depots take UPI route

PAVAN KUMAR H
HUBBALLI DHNS

he North Western

I Karnataka Road

Transport Corpora-

tion (NWKRTC) has taken a

huge stride in issuing tickets

through digital paymentmode
inbuses.

Currently, 415 long-route
buses from five depots in its
jurisdiction areissuing tickets
to passengers through UPL

The NWKRTC, which ca-
terstotheneeds of passengers
of six Kittur Karnataka dis-
tricts (excluding Vijayapura),
soonintendsto extend thedig-
ital payment mode to all 4,581
buses underits jurisdiction.

NWKRTC is the second
road transportation corpo-
ration (RTC) in Karnataka to
start digital payment facili-

Metropolitan Transport Cor-

poration (BMTC), which has |

successfullyimplemented dig-
ital payment (using QR code
reading) in buses since 2020.
EverymonthBMTC’sonline
payment transactionisaround
Rs4.5crore, whereasthe cash
transaction per monthisRs13
croreto Rs18 crore. However,
the other RTCs - Karnataka
State RTC (KSRTC) and Kaly-
anaKarnataka RTC (KKRTC)
- have not started this facility
under their jurisdiction so far.
NWKRTC started the digi-
tal paymentservice (staticQR
code reading) on an experi-
mental basis on September 1.
Given the positive response
it received, officials extended
the pilot project to five more
depots on November 1.
So far, conductors in 415
buses have completed 30,000

ties in buses after Bengaluru individual transactions and

A passenger pays bus fére throughUPlappina
NWKRTC bus. bH PHOTO

transferred Rs 75 lakh direct-
lytotheaccountof NWKRTC.

Sources in NWKRTC said
nearly 20% of the transactions
in these buses were digital.

“Digital payment system
has reduced two of our head-
aches: returning change to
passengers and presenting
accounts to higher officials,”
said Somashekar Hiremath,
a conductor in Hubballi rural
depot.

Speaking to DH, NWKRTC
managing director Bharath
S said a private organisation

(Phone-Pe) approached them
to start the online payment
systemin buses.

“The company provided QR
codes to conductors and also
set up a live dashboard at the
headquarters to monitor the
transactions free of cost. So
far, the transactions have been
smooth and without glitches.
We will soon call for expres-
sion of interest fromall online
paymentservice providersand
the corporation will pick the
best deal,” he said.

BMTC has gone one ste]

TummocApp, ithasbeenissu-
ing daily, weekly and monthly
passes to passengers.

Of the one lakh plus pass-
es that BMTC issues every
month, nearly 25%ofthemare
being purchased online.

Daily61% of Vayu Vajra, 39%
of Vajraand 6%of ordinarybus
tickets are being purchased
through the 5,000 QR code
cards pastedin buses and with
conductors, said BMTC PRO
Sunitha.

KSRTC, a corporation with
the largest bus fleet in the
state, plans to provide smart
electronic ticketing machines
thatwould enable conductors
toissuetickets throughcardor
UPImethod.

Currently, only 89 Point of
Sale (POS) machines at select
bus terminals are employed
for online transactions in KS-
RTC.

KKRTC managing direc-
tor M Rachappa said none of
theirbusserviceshasan online
payment service and they are
contemplating to signa mem-
orandum of understanding
with banks to provide this ser-
vice to passengers.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Dec.11, 2023

App-based beat system to protect
govt. land from encroachment

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

Revenue Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda told the As-
sembly that Karnataka is
set to introduce a mobile
app-based beat system to
protect government land
from encroachment.
Replying to Congress
member Vinay Kulkarni
during the Question Hour
on Monday, the Minister
said as per the proposed

system, the documents
and data related to govern-
ment land in all the taluks
would be uploaded into
the app. Village accoun-
tants are mandated to visit
all government land in
their jurisdiction once in
three months to check en-
croachment. In case of an
encroachment, they are re-
quired to immediately
upload details on the mo-
bile app. Once the en-
croachment details are

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Dec. 12, 2023
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uploaded, the tahsildar is
required to take up further
action within 15 days. The
government would take
disciplinary action against
the tahsildar if he fails to
act within the stipulated
time, the Minister said.
Pointing out that the
app would be GPS-ena-
bled, he said it would make
it possible to monitor
whether the Village Ac-
countants physically visit-
ed the government land.
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TECH HELP With Kaveri 2.0, Offices Don’t Need Many Staffers: Byregowda | Onl

8% posts vacant at sub-registrar
offices, but govt says system fine

Times News NETWORK

Belagavi: Although most sub-
registrar offices are reeling un-
der a shortage of staff, the gov-
ernment claims implementation
of the new Kaveri 2.0 software
— to streamline registration of
property across Karnataka —
has drastically cut down the
need for staff and that it will
hire “outsourced staff” only if
need be.

While shortages exist across
the state, the pinch is mostly felt
in sub-registrar offices in Ben-
galuru, especially since there
has been a litany of complaints
that the Kaveri software is rid-
dled with glitches.

The issue was raised in the
council by Congress’ Manjunath
Bhandari who asked whether
the government intends to re-
cruit more staff. In response,
revenue minister Krishna Byre-
gowda admitted manpower has
seen adecline, but insisted: “Un-
like the previous system of
manual registration, today,
much of the registration process
has been automated and taken
online. Buyers and sellers only
need to visit offices to sign docu-
ments and capture photos.”

He said the earlier workforce
was designed to suit the manual
process of registration. But with
the automated virtual system,
he said existing staff can handle
all the work. He said 900 out-
sourced staff are already assist-
ing those on the rolls and glitch-

THE BIG SHORT

[l sanctioned posts [ workforce [ vacant

Basavanagudi
Shivajinagar
Rajajinagar
Gandhinagar

Jayanagar

36
12
48
12
45
17

Source: Govt of Karnataka

DON'T INTERRUPT: Minister Laxmi
Hebbalkar in the legislative
assembly on Wednesday

es in the software have been
ironed out. “However, if needed,
the government is ready to hire
more outsourced staff,” he said.

Details tabled by the govern-
ment show the five sub-regis-
trars’ offices in Bengaluru —
Basavanagudi, Shivajinagar,
Rajajinagar, Gandhinagar and
Jayanagar — have a staff short-

age of 28%. Of the 234 sanc-
tioned posts across the five of-
fices, 66 positions are vacant.
The Gandhinagar office in Ben-
galuru has the highest shortage
— 35% —followed by Basavana-
gudi, Rajajinagar, Shivajinagar
and Jayanagar.

Byregowda also revealed
most offices in Bengaluru and
in other parts of the state have
been functioning out of rented
buildings due to non-availabil-
ity of space at Mini Vidhana
Soudha. “We will work towards
shifting all sub-registrars’ of-
fices to Mini Vidhana Soudha,”
the minister said.

Of the 256 sub-registrars’
offices, only 24 have their own
building while 135 operate out
of government department
buildings. Data shows 97 of-
fices operate from rented build-
ings, including the 38 sub-reg-
istrars’ offices under five dis-
trict registrars’ offices.

Source: The Times of India, p,4, Dec.14,2023
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Assault on advocates to attract

jaill & fi

Law Rooted
In 1990 UN
Declaration

Times News NETWORK

Belagavi: Inasignificantde-
velopment, the legislative as-
sembly passed the Karnata-
ka Prohibition of Violence
Against Advocates Bill, 2023,
Thursday. This addresses a
long-pending demand from

thelegal fraternity.

The legis-
lation also co-
mes in re-
sponse to a se-
ries of at-
tacks on
lawyers, in-
cluding the

case of anadvocate at Hospet
Court in Ballari district be-
ing hacked to death in Febru-
ary 2021. The Hospet incident
drew widespread condemna-
tion fromthelegal fraternity,
leading to protests that cal-
led for legislative measures
tosafeguard advocates.

The recent assault on a
young lawyer in Chikkama-
galuru further underscored
the urgency for such protec-
tion, stated lawyers.

The Bill had been tabled

SR,

WHAT'S IN THE NEW LEGISLATION

® Offences under the bill carry
a punishment of imprisonment
ranging from six months to
three years, a fine of up to

Rs 1 lakh, or both.

© Additionally, the bill
mandates that if an
advocate is arrested by
police in connection

with a cognizable

offence, police must
inform the advocates’
association - of which

the advocate isa

member - within 24 hours.
This provision aims to ensure
transparency and
communication in

such situations.

POINT OF
VIEW:
Energy
minister

KJ George
speaks in the
legislative
assembly
at Suvarna
Vidhana
Soudha in
Belagavi on
Thursday

@ This clause is significant since
several clashes have been
reported between police and
lawyers in the past, the most
infamous being on the premises
of Bengaluru civil court in 2012.

@ The bill also defines ‘violence’
as any activity that
endangers the life of an
advocate, causes bodily
harm, or involves criminal
intimidation, obstructing
advocates from
performing their duty related
to a pending litigation or case.
® The bill clarifies that
lawful restraints by law
enforcement agencies do not
constitute violence.

inthe assembly duringthe fi-
nal legislature session of the
previous BJP government,
earlier this year, but was not
passed at that time.

Law minister HK Patil,
who piloted the Bill, said the
primary objective of itisroo-
ted in the declaration made
duringthe Eighth United Na-

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Dec. 15, 2023
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ine as assembly OKs hill

Bill providing reservation in govt
construction contracts passed

~I "he Karnataka assembly on Thursday approved the

Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurements (Second
Amendment) Bill, 2023. The bill aims to address the issue of
unemploymentamong backward classes by providing
reservation in government construction contracts. Law minister
HK Patil elucidated the key features of the bill, emphasising its
roleinfostering increased participation of backward classes in
tender works. According to the provisions, the reservation will
not exceed 4% for individuals falling under category 1 of the
reservation matrix and 15% for those belonging to category II-A.
These percentages apply to the total number of government
construction projects valued up toRs 1 crore.

The legislative measure is seen as a proactive step to
promote inclusivity and economic opportunities for backward
classes, acknowledging the need to overcome unemployment
challenges within these communities. The bill's passage reflects
chief minister Siddaramaiah’s commitment to addressing social
and economic disparities through targeted policy interventions

as heis seen as the champion of backward classes.

tions (UN) Congress on the
Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders in
1990. India, as a participant,
adopted the ‘Basic Princi-
ples on the Role of Lawyers,’
which included clauses ai-
med at protecting the rights
of lawyers. Specifically, he
said the Karnataka Bill re-
ferstoClauses16and17of the
UNdeclaration.

According to him, Clause
16 emphasizes that govern-
ments should ensure lawy-
ers can perform their profes-

sional functions without in-
timidation or interference. It
also emphasizes their right
to travel and consult with cli-
entsfreely, bothdomestically
and internationally.

Lawyers should not face
prosecution or sanctions for
actions taken in line with re-
cognized professional duti-
es, standards, and ethics.
Clause 17 is designed to safe-
guard lawyers when their se-
curity is threatened due to
the discharge of their func-
tions, he said.
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Social Issues

Bengaluru had most acid
attack victims in 2022,
shows NCRB data

City recorded eight victims from six incidents, while Delhi had most acid attack incidents (seven)

and the same number of victims; NCRB considered 19 metropolitan cities to present the data

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

engaluru had the
Bmost acid attack
victims (eight)

from six incidents among
metropolitan cities in
2022, according to the re-
cently released crime sta-
tistics for 2022 by the Na-
tional Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB).

There were also three
attempt to attack with acid
cases registered during the
same year.

The NCRB considered
19 metropolitan cities to
present city-wise data. Del-
hi had the highest number
of acid attack incidents (se-
ven) and the same number
of victims.

In 2022, an acid attack
case in Bengaluru rattled
citizens after one Nagesh
Babu allegedly stalked a
24-year-old woman for sev-
eral years, and splashed
half-a-litre of acid at her for
rejecting his marital ad-
vances on April 28. After a
massive manhunt, the pol-
ice nabbed the culprit
from Tiruvannamalai in
Tamil Nadu in May, 2022.

Soon after this, two si-
milar cases were reported
in the city in 2022. On June
1, a Janata Adak was arrest-
ed by the Halasurugate
police after he allegedly
threw acid at Mantu San-
tra, a 32-year-old labourer
over a trivial row.

There were also three attempt to attack with acid cases reglstered in 2022 in Bengaluru.

On June 10, one Ahmed
had allegedly splashed toi-
let cleaning liquid at the
face of his woman friend,
who refused to marry him.

Even earlier this year, in
February, a 17-year-old girl
suffered injuries to her eye
after one Sumanth alleged-
ly threw acid at her for
spurning his overtures.

These cases and the
NCRB data have caused
alarm among women in
the city.

“It is so sad that what
we assume to be a modern
progressive city like Ben-
galuru tops the charts in
acid attacks and dowry ha-
rassment cases. The sad
part is that society is be-
coming habituated and is
normalising these crimes

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Dec. 9, 2023
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against women as mere
crimes and is not address-
ing the social context
which makes these crimes
possible. Despite demands
by the women’s movement
for decades now, we are
not able to even ensure
regulated availability of
acid. The crime and pun-
ishment in acid attack cas-
es has been so warped, it
doesn’t act as a deterrent,”
said K.S. Vimala, a leader
of the All-India Democratic

Women’s Association
(AIDWA).
Assault against women

Just after Delhi and Mum-
bai, Bengaluru has the
third highest number of
cases of assault on women
with an intent to outrage

modesty (757 cases and
763 victims) and 488 cases
of assault on women with
492 victims, the NCRB data
revealed.

Apart from this, 120 cas-
es of sexual harassment,
63 cases of Assault or use
of criminal force on wo-
men with intent to dis-
robe, 16 cases of voyeu-
rism and 70 cases of
stalking were booked in
Bengaluru in the year
2022.

However, the city tops
the chart in registering the
highest number of dowry
harassment cases among
the 19 metro cities. Of the
total 1,221 dowry harass-
ment cases registered in
these cities, 964 were in
Bengaluru alone.
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Urban Affairs

Slow progress in slum rehabilitation;
only 43% approved houses completed

BENGALURU, DHNS

()nly close to 43% of the
houses approved for
slum dwellers in the
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahan-
agara Palike (BBMP) since
2005 have been completed
and handed over to the ben-
eficiaries,according toa writ-
ten response provided by the
housing minister to the Legis-
lative Assembly.

Of the 59,429 houses
approved under various
schemes, the Karnataka Slum
Development Board has hand-
ed over 25,961 houses to the
beneficiaries and another
7,313 arenearing completion,
datareveals.

The board handed over all
the 19,791 houses approved
under the Jawaharlal Neh-
ru National Urban Renewal
Mission (JNNURM)-Scheme
of Basic Service for Urban
Poor (BSUP) scheme across
72 slumsin the city.

Under the Rajiv Awas Yo-
jana, 6,763 houses were ap-

.
N8 A

PR T

The slumdevelopme

ntboard conducted;a door-to-dom:‘

survey to identify beneficiaries. bHFILE PHOTO

proved to be provided at 27
slums and 6,170 have been
handed over to those eligi-
ble. However, though 32,875
houses across 184 slums
were announced under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY), the department is
still in the final stages of com-
pletion of 7,313 houses.
Responding to Jayana-
gar MLA CK Ramamurthy,
Housing and Minority Wel-
fare Minister Zameer Ahmed
Khansaid that the slum devel-
opmentboard had conducted

adoor-to-door surveytoiden-
tifybeneficiaries.

“It is the board’s responsi-
bility to provide rehabilitation
facilities. Hence, the board
has conducted adoor-to-door
survey to identify slum dwell-
ers living in huts and ‘kutcha’
houses. Theyarebeing provid-
ed houses under the various
schemes,” the response said,
adding that people cannot
voluntarily apply.

There are close to 435
slums in Bengaluru, of which
410 have been declared.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A, Dec.9, 2023
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Windup BDA

Itiscorrupt,ithasa
poor performance record,
anditisbeyondrepair

A RAVINDRA

['4 thriving place for brokers and
middlemen, and a den of cor-
uption”—this is how Deputy
CM and Minister for Bengaluru Devel-
opment, D K Shivakumar, described
the Bangalore Development Author-
ity (BDA), urging its staff to eliminate
these issues. While his diagnosis of
BDA’s problems is right, his remedy,
placing trust in the organisation’s
staff to cure its ailments, appears mis-
placed. The malaise runs deeper, and
transforming BDA into a healthy body
is a Herculean task. Based on my ex-
perience as Chairman, BDA, and my
study of urban issues, I propose some
remedial measures.

Firstly, itis necessary to understand
the factors contributing to the current
state of affairs. Established in 1976,
BDA’s mandate is to perform the dual
role of planning and development au-
thority for Bengaluru. Itis also expected
tocheckthe“haphazard andirregular”
growth of the city. Its functionsinclude
the preparation of Master Plan, the
enforcement of land use regulations,
and the preparation and implemen-
tation of development schemes. Prior
to 1976, the City Improvement Trust
Board (CITB) was responsible for de-
veloping residential and industrial lay-
outs.In1966, the Karnataka Industrial
Development Board was set up to de-
velopindustrial layouts, while the BDA
was tasked with developing residential
layouts and city infrastructurelikering
roadsand flyovers. Under the BDA Act,
ithasalso been mandated to coordinate
theactivities of other cityagencies such
as BBMP, BWSSB, and BMTC.

What is the performance record of
BDA? It has prepared three master
plans: Comprehensive Development
(CDP, 1984), Revised CDP (1995), and
Master Plan (2015). A revised Master
Plan (2031) was prepared by BDA and
sent for government approval about
threeyearsago, butis gathering dustat
the secretariat. Asacity planning body,
BDA’s record has been dismal. Except
for preparing the plans,ithasdonelittle
to monitor their implementation. The
result has been “haphazard and irreg-
ular”growthinBengaluru, contraryto
the declared objective. In fact, the city
has been witnessing more unplanned
thanplanned development. Itsenforce-
ment of land use regulation has been
characterized more by ‘turninga blind
eye’toviolations, leading to thereckless

called a garden city.

In terms of housing infrastructure,
BDA has allotted 76,000 sites in its
nearly five decades of existence, fall-
ing significantly short of the needs of
therapidly expanding city. On the pos-
itive side, BDA has served a number of
economically weaker sections (EWS)
and lower and middle income groups
(LIG), apart from the higher income
(HIG) category, thus ensuring equita-
ble distribution. Reserved categories
like SC/ST, ex-army personnel, and
outstanding persons in the fields of
sports, literature, and culture have also
been beneficiaries, inline with govern-
ment policy.

Now, let us look at the challenges
BDA faces in the execution of its plans
andschemes.

m Land Acquisition: Before develop-
ing layouts, land has to be acquired
following the procedures prescribed
under the land acquisition law, in-
cluding preliminary and final notifi-
cations, the hearing of objections filed
by persons whose lands are proposed
to be acquired, and the payment of
compensation. This process is lengthy
and fraught with numerous problems.
The biggest obstacle is litigation, with
landowners challenging acquisitions
at different stages. The entire process
takes anywhere from three totenyears,
although according to government pol-
icy, it must be completed in one year.

m Land development and site distri-
bution: Developing acquired agricul-
tural lands, as is typically the case, is
time-consuming. Before site forma-
tion, all necessary amenities like roads,
drains, water, sewerage, and electricity
connections must be in place. There
have been instances where sites were
allotted before without amenities for
living. Kempegowda layout, whereland
acquisition proceedings started in 2010
and sites were allotted in 2017, but civic
amenities are yet to be provided, is a

the late 1980s,10,000 sites were allot-
ted when they were not yet actually in
place and came to be called ‘Paper Al-
lotment’. The ‘social worker’ category
of sites is subject to maximum misuse,
as almost anyone can figure under it.
There is, of course, the highly flexible
‘discretionary’ quota where friends,
relatives, and bigwigs from anywhere
can be beneficiaries.

m Town Planning: Although the Act
provides for the preparation of town
planning schemes, BDA has not un-
dertaken this task, contributing in
some measure to the city’s unplanned
growth. It neither has professional
planners exposed to modern methods
of city planning nor does it have pro-
grammes to upgrade knowledge and
skills. The master planning concept
mentioned above has become outdat-
ed, and no efforts are made to under-
stand and adopt new ideas on urban
planning and techniques.

m Management: The internal admin-
istration or management is marred by
inefficiency, delays, apathy, a lack of
transparency,and accountability. BDA,
the city’s biggest landlord, lacks prop-
errecords of its assets, and its financial
management is weak. There have been
instances where senior officers, alleged
to have been involved in serious offenc-
es like misappropriation, were subject
toinquiry.

Thecurrentstate of affairs makesre-
forming the BDA nearlyimpossible. At-
tempts made in the past by well-mean-
ing top officials have not yielded the
desiredresults.

Divesting BDA of its multiple func-
tions and reconstituting it as a profes-
sional cityinfrastructure development
agency is the only viable solution. The
planning function can be reassigned to
the Metropolitan Planning Committee
(MPC), a constitutional body,and BMR-
DA, the planning body for the metro-
politan region, can assist the MPC with
technical and secretarial support.

Regarding housing, the government
should give up providing sites to the
public in view of the high land prices
and the challenges involved in land ac-
quisition and development.

The Deputy CM hasrightly observed
that the private sector is providing
tough competition in the housing mar-
ket. It would therefore be prudent to
involve them in joint sector activity to
build houses for the weaker sections,
along with the Karnataka Housing
Board, which is specialised in house
construction and presently operates
outside Bengaluru.

Wind upthe BDA. Whatisneeded is
disruption, notincremental increment.

(The writer is a former chief secretary,

commercialization of what was once classic examale. I recall sometime in Governmento‘l(arnatakaa
Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Dec.11, 2023
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Karnataka’s capital
city is looking to
expand, and may
even add close to a
crore people in next
3 decades. With
Cauvery water
remaining a constant
and underground
aquifers unreliable,
the city managers
must look elsewhere

for a better plan
Niranjan.Kaggere 2 timesgroup.com

's only December, but large
housing complexes dependent
on underground water are al-
ready pinging for water tank-
rs and asking residents to cut
down on usage. Their on-premise
borewells have either stopped giv-
ing water or the yields have fallen
considerably. The city received
scanty rainfall so far this year, but
that is besides the point that the

shortfall is happening ln a

of extreme weather evel

In a Nasafunded sludy Nis-
han Bhattarai at the Universi
of Oklahoma, Meha Jain at the
University of Michigan, and five
other researchers estimate us-
ing a statistical model that “un-
der a business-as-usual scenario,
warming temperatures may triple
groundwater depletion rates in

WATER SECURITY: CAN B’'LURU
LEARN FROM SINGAPORE?

BWSSB NEEDS A REVENUE MODEL: Tertiary treated water from a BWSSB STP enters Nayandahalli Lake. BBMP has

the future and expand ground
ter depletion hotspots to include
south and central I
have already linked the warming
planet to intense rainfall with less
frequency, increased evaporation,
and faster depletion of groundwa-
ter table due to overuse.

An Urban Water Balance Re-
port released earlier this year by
WELL Labs, which focuses on es-

borewells, and gray water should be

replaced with two categories —

potable and non-potable water. This
‘commercial

C&I GW extraction [ 47

tablishing water

tems, pegs current total freshwa-
ter demand in Bengaluru at 2,632
MLD (million litres per day). With
Cauvery Water Supply Scheme
(CWSS) Stage 14, BWSSB pumps
in 1440 million litres of river wa-
ter every day, while the rest of the
demand is met by underground
water. CWSS Stage V. likely to be
commissioned next year, is expect-
ed to bring in another 775MLD of
water to more areas of the city, yet
there’ll be a shortfall of 450MLD.

(CAN WE COPY SINGAPORE?

The world did cringe a lot when
Singapore, a city-state roughly
the size of Bengaluru, announced
in 2022 that it produced beer out

113

spent about Rs 7.5cr on the renovation and restoration of the lake that comes under Vrishabhavathi Valley.
BWSSB is running close to 35 sewage treatment plants but it hardly turns in any profit from the operations

CALL FOR ACTION WATER USE/DAY

" for Domestic demand
m"'_":m o 1015
india”. Studies s D0 e " ) 572
in the city is required oW o
y water: 205
Multiple categories of water like wels, {Cal) dawiaint (in MLD; WELL Labs)

&4 supply from BWSS8 [l 158

Industrial demand [N 441

will help assign better
Industrial GW extraction IR 428
ter resource management within Construction sector demand [} 78
theclty limits is needed Urban
lanning and population density
planning must set some limits for
expansion on water availability

£ TAAC Gousand mllon CUbefoe) 5 1408 e flow o &y, 143 AL s JEATUAE vent

20317 Btres per second.

by WELL L

of high-quality water recycled
from sewage and urine. The re-
cycled water, named NEWater, is
0 clean that it is used mainly for
industrial pw in wafer
fabrication plants where ultra-
clean water “During

says Public Utilities Board, Singa-
pore’s National Water Agency.
Singapore is historically a wa-
ter-stressed city and its needs are
more urgent than Bengaluru’s.
Singapore's mission towards wa-
ter started at least

v
dry periods, NEWater is added to
our reservoirs to blend with raw
water, which is treated before sup-
plied to consumers as tap water,”

four decades ago, and the success
rests prnnnnly on the fact that

e city has established a 100%
sewer network — which means

at no point in transit, sewage gets
mixed with any form of clean
source of water. Two-thirds of
Singapore’s surface area is classi-
fied as protected drainage basins
to facilitate the collection of rain-
water: The country has a complex
treaty with Malaysia from where
water is sourced to meet a part

its needs. It intends to turn water
surplus before 2061, when its con-

WATER

NEED A FALL-BACK

[{0);{= 1@ PLAN IN PLACE

A Short Story of Lakes °f
Fhmadbylwoﬂmmwam

Arkavamlmmmss
crossing the city, Bengaluru
historically relied on an extensive
interconnected lake system —
divided into three valleys — to meet
its water needs as early as 6th
‘century AD. When the city finally
began to tap into a piped water
system in 1896, it also,

, meant the

the participants from the city told
m«wdmdlammmm

Going by the WELL Labs re-
port, groundwater recharge is a
slowgame in Bengaluru. “Natural
groundwater recharge through
green spaces and water bodies is
as low as 148 MLD,” it says.

“#BLUGREENURU MISSION'

The Bengaluru Climate Action
and Resilience Plan or BCAP. an-
nounced by BBMP on November
27, couldn’t have come at a better
time. One of the initiatives
#BluGreenUru — looks at build-
ing a combination of blue (lakes,
rivers, streams and other natural
and constructed drainage chan-
nels) and green (gardens, urban
forests, green roofs, etc) infra-
structure in the city. “Blue-Green
a buffer for

mmdpwraﬂlhyn'm A

mdw»ﬁcmwhsmmw
certified water quality of more than
40 city lakes as ‘Class-E' — making
them ineligible to support any kind
of biological activity.

valleys. Water needs

climate change shocks by reduc-
ing heat stress, absorbing surface
run-off, reducing risk of flooding,
etc,” says WRI (Water Resources
Institute), BBMP's knowledge
partner for BCAP.

Even as successive govern-
ments have been busy exploring
multiple ways to source and sup-
ply water. including from ridicu-
lously far off places, researchers
and experts who repeatedly turn
the spotlight on Bengaluru’s wa-
ter bodies argue for effective
management of its lakes to en-
sure water security for the city.

Bengaluru has over three
dozen STPs, a host of other de-
STPs run privately

ouhmﬂonoﬂtsmsywn-
some lakes even made way for
housing layouts or infra hubs. The
i It it least Rs 45 crore

the fakes are mostly every month to pump water to the
encroached upon, causing city, located at an elevation of over 3,000
flooding whenever it rains feet, says its website. “Unlike any other
heavily. Lakes were once a memsemmmmsmopamoumam

ot =
‘Class-A'i efiniti
~ for the entire city. Butina much lower-level. The arrangement
survey released in October, 40% may look good, but not forever,”

BWSSB's estimate on
population and water

Water

Water
Population
(Million) -

Demand
(MLD)  (TMC)

says Veena Sreenivasan of

troversial treaty with the neigh-
bouring nation will expire.
It might be easier for Bengal-
ury, a key tech hub in Asia,
to copy the science of Singa-
pore model. The political will,
#~~" shown by legendary Singapore
PM Lee Kuan Yew who spearhead-
ed the water revolution, is not easy
to match though adequate legisla-
tion and an integrated water man-
agement approach could bring in
some kind of ease of process.

T V Ramachandra, scientist at
the Centre for Ecological Services,
1iSc, says Bengaluru can kick
start its journey towards water se-
curity by stopping the sewage that
cumnﬂy flows into the city’s 200-

us lakes. “The city does not re-
qulm multi-crore drinking water
projects. Bengaluru generates 20

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Dec.11, 2023
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‘TMC of sewage out of which there
is a potential to recycle about 16
TMC of water to meet our vari-
ous needs,” he says. He also calls
for urgent desilting of lakes to en-
hance their storage.

A city that depends a lot on
groundwater has a duty to ensure
that the aquifers, which store
\mm: to be sucked out later, are

enough every year.
’rms happens during the rainy
season through percolation, and
from water bodies nearby “But
the increasing magnitude of the
built-up area in the city (which is
around 150%) uced the per-
colation capacity. This has result-
excessive runoff (of water)
during rains, This is neither good
for the lakes nor the groundwater
table,” warns Ramachandra.

by apartments and large build-
ings, yet, as WELL Labs puts it,
the challenge before the city re-
mains that “many of efforts
are being implemented in small
scales and by different groups of
stakeholders without an overarch-
ing strategy”. The report lists at
least 17 stakeholders whose ac-
tions have long term as well as
short term impact on Bengaluru
lakes and groundwater table.

‘RAIN & LAKES ARE ENOUGH'
A meticulous analysis of Bengal-
uru’s rainfall for the last 100-years
by the scientific community has
revealed that about 73% of Ben-
galuru’s total water requirement
can be met through its surface
runoff or annual rainfall and the
remaining can be adjusted with
the recycling and treatment of
sewage water. “Had we stored all
our rainwater and treated water
in these lakes, Bengaluru would
be left with surplus water every
year,” argues )
Veena Sreenivasan, who heads
e WELL Labs in Bengaluru,
says that “these lakes were inter-
linked in such a way that their an-
nual storage, with regular mainte-
nance, was supposed to cater to the
demand for the next 200 years” —
an edge the city no longer enjoys.
The WELL Labs report, in fact,
calls out a very important data
gap — essential data regarding
the lakes' physical attributes such
as depth, volume, and connecting
drains are currently unavailable.



‘Bengaluru has potential to show the world the
transformative power and the impact of design’

‘The design community here understood that design is a human-centered process that has the power to drive impact in the community and to transform the quality of life within the city

INTERVIEW

Bertrand
Derome &
Jacob Mathew

Shilpa Elizabeth
BENGALURU

arlier this year in Ju-
E ly, Montreal-head-
quartered  World
Design Organisation
(WDO) launched the World
Design Protopolis (WDP),
an initiative where the or-
ganisation would work
with selected cities to
come up with prototypes
that would offer design-
based solutions for deve-
lopmental problems plagu-
ing them. Bengaluru be-
came the first city to be
selected for the project.
Under the initiative, the
WDO will work with va-
rious stakeholders includ-
ing Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP),
Srishti School of Design
and the Association of De-
signers of India among oth-
ers over a period of five
years from 2023 to 2028.
The first World Design
Protopolis Conclave was
held in the city last week as
part of the Unboxing Ben-
galuru Habba. Bertrand
Derome, Managing Direc-
tor at WDO and Jacob
Mathew of Srishti Manipal
Institute of Art, Design and
Technology spoke to The
Hindu on the sidelines of
the event about the expect-
ed outcomes of the project
and what the city stands to
benefit from it.

‘What are your
observations on the
design community of
Bengaluru?
Bertrand Derome: It is a
very inspiring community
and this is part of the rea-
son why Bengaluru got the
designation of the first
World Design Protopolis
(WDP). The design com-
munity here understood

that design is a human-cen-
tered process that has the
power to drive impact in
the community and to
transform the quality of life
within the city of Bengalu-
ru. They want to address
some of the pressing issues
such as water management,
waste management, mobili:
ty and so on within the city.

They also had the sup-
port of the government.
The BBMP and the Govern-
ment of Karnataka have
been backing the World De-
sign Protopolis initiative in
Bengaluru. They under-
stand that the programme
doesn’t demand more bud-
get; It just asks to see some
of the infrastructure invest-
ments are going to happen
anyway through a design
lens.

That way the Design Pro-
topolis Project will help to
build a business case that
shows how, with the same
resources, if you use design
process, you can have more
impact and improve the
quality of the resources.

Can you give an example

Onco acity dmmps a design culture, their implemented projects have more impact, says Derome . AP

of the difference
between approaching
infrastructure projects
through a design lens
and otherwise?
Bertrand Derome: We
see a lot of engineering-led
solutions that technically
do the work, but citizens
don't adopt them. But if
you adopt a design process
things improve.

In Cape Town for exam-
ple, they have adopted a
designled user-centered
project for implementa-
tion of new public transit
lines. When they do that,
they get much less resis-
tance from the businesses
on the line. Earlier they
would complain that the
would be less place for cars
to come and shop in their
shops. But now they are in-
volved in the process and
they can suggest ideal loca-
tions for stops that would
cause less negative impact
on their business. The us-
ers are involved to see
what lines they need. This
was the lines see better
adoption, better retention
of the community, and the-

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Dec.

refore more impact for the
same investment.

All departments of the
city - whether it's the in
frastructure, the housing
department or the culture
department - can use de-
sign proce:
nefit using this app!
Once a city develops a de~
sign culture, their imple-
mented projects have
more impact, drive more
users around what they do,
and have infrastructure
that lasts for a longer time.

Which are the areas
where Bengaluru could
use a bit of design?
Bertrand Derome: Cur-
rently the WDP wants to
target existing wards as
well as explore what would
be the blueprint and the
guidelines for developing
new districts. Many people
living in the city are facing
challenges. Empowering
them and improving that
region is as important as
providing better orienta-
tion for future districts.
For the existing districts,
it will be a collaborative

11, 2023
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work. If it's just a top-down

approach, it will not
change behaviour of citi-
zens. But if the citizens are
m\'ul\ed in Lleamn;, up

ind iden-

\ =
Bertrand Derome and Jacob Mathew

could have value in diffe-
rent communities. From
that in consultation with
the local government,
some of them have been

tifying where d|e right in-
frastructures should be,
then they become the
guardians and the enablers
of change.

And for the new regions,
the learning from WDO'’s
network of cities will be va-
luable. There’s a lot of
learning to do from the
Chinese. They have built
new cities from
scratch with a greater ma
ter plan. So is the case with
some cities in Latin Ameri-
caand Africa.

One of the biggest
challenges in Bengaluru
is traffic and mobility.
How would you be
addressing that?
Bertrand Derome: Mobil-
ity, especially last mile mo-
bility, is a very key part of
WDP. Last year's deslgn
week enabled multiple sta-
keholders to identify over
300 potential projects that
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and mobility is
one of them.

Jacob Mathew: The
BBMP and BMTC have ar-
ranged now a set of buses
that do a certain route
around. The idea is to cov-
er every Metro station, so
that the coverage of one
Metro touches the cover-
age of the next. Right now,
they are looking at a star
shape. We are going to as-
sess that and see if that's
the best method. That's
one of the projects that has
come up.

We are in discussions
with multiple stakeholders
such as DULT, BMRCL,
BMTC, and private players
such as Uber, Ola and Nam-
ma Yatri to try and bring
them together to create
transition transport hubs
using the Metro as a stag-
ing point.

We have also been in
talks with BBMP and they'd
like to utilise the shadow

$UZT FOBNY WROTRE
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spaces under the flyovers
in the city. One of the ideas
that have come up is to use
those spaces for recharge
stations.

Will WDP project also
ensure the execution of
these ideas?

Jacob Mathe xecution
is going to be done by go-
vernment entities, private
sector, civil society orgar
zations, design profession-
als and professional bo-
dies.

A lot of these projects
can be also taken into edu-
cation institutions as part
of their pedagogy. Srishti is
one of the partners of WDP
and our job is to build the
prototypes, evaluate them
and handover ‘how to’ ma-
nuals to the government so
that they can replicate or
implement it.

I believe BBMP spend
somewhere between
4500 to 8000 Crore a
year in infrastructure
building in Bengaluru. We
are trying to see how we
could help shape that
spending.

ays Derome

Under WDP are there
specific projects or
prototypes that you
have started identifying
in Bengaluru?

Bertrand Derome: Out of
the list of more than 300
potential projects that
were identified in the Ben-
galuru Design Week last
year, a short list of close to
30 projects have been se-
lected for the first year of
the initiative.

The whole WDP is a five-
year program, but we want
to be able to measure the
impact after each year. Soa
set of initial projects have
been identified for year-1
across different project ca-
tegories. These include
king, heringe
technology, startups, cir-
cular economy, safety and
health, infrastructure, last
mile mobility, environ-
ment, climate, water,
waste, energy, youth pe-
dagogy and so on.

Part of the objective
here is to build a business
case through those proto-
types and projects so that
they inspire implementa-
tion of larger scale within
the city.

But our objective as the
WDO is to inspire the
world. So, by giving Benga-
luru the first designation of
world design protopolis,
we believe that the city has
the potential to show the
rest of the world the trans-
formative power and the
impact of design.

We're here to collect all
those case studies and
show the rest of the world
how we can transform
each of those fields which
makes up a city. A city is
not just concrete houses
and asphalt roads. We
want to see how we can in-
fluence all those different
elements to dream of a bet-
ter city.

The community with
the support of the govern-
ment has the potential do
those transformations and
become a sustainable city
economicall environ-
mentally, socially and cul-
turally.
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Over 76,000 commuters rely on
BMTC metro feeder buses every day

The Transport Minister was addressing a query during the Winter Session of the Legislative Assembly in Belagavi

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

ollowing inaugura-
F tion of the complete

Purple Line from
Whitefield to Challagatta,
the Bengaluru Metropoli-
tan Transport Corporation
(BMTC) has extended its
metro feeder bus services.
Now, more than 76,000
commuters in Bengaluru
rely on these buses as the
metro network continues
to expand.

Addressing a query dur-
ing the winter session of
the Assembly in Belagavi
regarding the functioning
of metro feeder buses in
Bengaluru, Karnataka
Transport Minister Ramal-
inga Reddy revealed that
76,468 passengers utilise
the 134 feeder bus services
every day.

According to Mr. Reddy,

BMTC runs 2,012 daily trips of feeder buses connecting metro stations to areas in Bengaluru. FILE PHOTO

the data indicates 2,012
daily trips of feeder buses
connecting different metro
stations and areas in the ci-
ty. Among these routes,
the MF-5 route stands out
with the highest ridership,
registering 13,949 passen-

gers traveling daily bet-
ween Central Silk Board
and Swami Vivekananda
Metro station.

The recently introduced
feeder bus services aim to
enhance connectivity bet-
ween major tech corridors,

Source: The Hindu, p.3, Dec. 12, 2023
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including the Outer Ring
Road (ORR), and metro sta-
tions, addressing last-mile
connectivity issues. Ac-
cording to a senior BMTC
official, the routes were
launched to connect Hoodi
Metro Station to K.R. Pu-

ram, J.P. Nagar station to
J.P. Nagar 7th Phase, Jaya-
nagar 9th Block round trip,
Banashankari to BTM
Layout (Kuvempunagar),
Chikkabanavara to Naga-
sandra, and K.R. Pura Me-
tro Station to Central Silk
Board, serving commuters
in the tech corridor of the
ORR and Kadugodi.

Mr. Reddy told The Hin-
du, “The BMTC is expand-
ing its fleet of feeder bus
services, with specific em-
phasis on linking metro
stations. Presently, there
are 38 buses, comprising
AC and non-AC, operating
on four recently-esta-
blished feeder routes. The
primary goal of these
routes is to enhance metro
accessibility, particularly
for employees working in
firms along ORR and in the
eastern and south-eastern
regions of the city.”
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Japanese adaptive trafhic
signals to finally get
electricity connection

The proposal to install them was initially put forth in 2014, but the actual work began only in July

2021; despite the initial aim of completion by October 2022, various delays were encountered

Afile photo of traffic congestion on the Hebbal flyover. The new traffic signals are expected to alleviate congestion on major roads by
incorporating pedestrian crossings.

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

onths after the
Madaptive traffic
signal control sys-

tem that uses Japan’s MOD-
ERATO (Management of
Origin-Destination-Related
Adaptation for Traffic Opti-
misation) technology was
installed at several signals
in the city, the Directorate
of Urban Land Transport
(DULT) has finally floated a
short-term tender for pro-
viding electricity
connectivity.

The new traffic signals
installed in the central bu-
siness district (CBD) area
are expected to alleviate
congestion on major roads

Japan International
Cooperation
Agency-funded
project is being
implemented by DULT

by incorporating pedes-
trian crossings.

The proposal to imple-
ment these signals was in-
itially put forth in 2014, but
actual work commenced
only in July 2021. Despite
the initial aim of complet-
ing the project by October
2022, various delays were
encountered, resulting in
the project missing several
deadlines.

The Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JI-
CA)-funded project is im-

Source: The Hindu, p.3, Dec. 14, 2023
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plemented by the DULT.
“Soon, these signals will be
provided with electrical
connectivity. We are taking
up the final work; the Area
Traffic Control System will
then be handed over to the
Bengaluru Traffic Police
for operations and mainte-
nance,” the official said.

According to officials,
the Adaptive Signal Con-
trol Technology (ASCT) is
designed to address con-
gestion issues and enhance
efficiency in waiting time
at intersections.

Originally slated for im-
plementation at 29 junc-
tions, the project now cov-
ers 28. The exclusion of
one junction is attributed
to the ongoing Namma Me-

tro construction in the
area.

“Key components of the
ASCT include signal arms
and aspects catering to
both motorists and pedes-
trians. Additionally, the
system incorporates an au-
tomatic traffic counter and
classifier to measure vehi-
cle movement, along with
a queue-length measure-
ment system at critical
junctions to monitor the
buildup of queues. An inte-
gral part of the project is
the utilisation of a central
control software named
MODERATO, which ena-
bles real-time optimisation
of signal phasing and tim-
ings across all junctions,”
an official explained.



11 cities in State qualify to
introduce electric buses
under PM-eBus Sewa Scheme

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

The State government told
the Legislative Council on
Wednesday that 11 cities in
the State have qualified to
introduce electric buses
under the PM-eBus Sewa
Scheme.

The cities are Mysuru,
Mangaluru,  Davangere,
Shivamogga, Tumakuru,
Belagavi, Hubballi, Dhar-
wad, Kalaburagi, Ballari,
and Vijayapura.

Total demand

While replying to a starred
question by member K.A.
Thippeswamy during the
Question Hour, Minister
for Transport and Muzrai
Ramalinga Reddy said that
the three State-owned
transport corporations un-
der whose jurisdiction the
cities exist have together
submitted a demand for
795 e-buses under the
scheme.

Of them the KSRTC has
submitted a demand for
350 buses as 100 buses
each for Mysuru and Man-
galuru and 50 buses each
for Davangere, Shivamog-
ga and Tumakuru.

The NWKRTC has de-
manded 210 buses as 100
buses for Belagavi and 110

The three State-owned transport corporations have together

N

submitted a demand for 795 electric buses. FILE PHOTO

buses together for Hubbal-
li-Dharwad. The KKRTC
wants 235 buses as 100
buses for Kalaburagi, 55
buses for Bellari and 80
buses for Vijayapura, the
Minister said adding that
the proposals received by
the corporations are under
review.

Mr. Reddy said that as
per the Union government
guidelines, BMTC is not
eligible to introduce buses
under the same scheme.

Mobility infrastructure

As per the Union govern-
ment, the scheme has
been introduced to boost
India’s electric mobility in-
frastructure. The scheme
provides support for the
deployment of 10,000

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Dec. 14, 2023
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electric buses in 169 cities
in the country through a
Central outlay of ¥ 20,000
crores, on public-private
partnership model. The
scheme would have an esti-
mated cost of T 57,613
crore, out of which sup-
port of ¥ 20,000 crore will
be provided by the Union
government.

The scheme will sup-
port bus operations for 10
years. The scheme will cov-
er cities of three lakh and
above population as per
census 2011 including all
the capital cities of Union
Territories, North Eastern
Region and hill States.

Under this scheme,
priority will be given to ci-
ties having no organized
bus service.
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