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Drought loss at Rs 35k cr, govt begins mitigation work

SDMAtospearhead
programme, seek central
assistance

—_—

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

drought mitigation plan to deal with
the vagaries of monsoon that have left
farmersindistress, with the currentyear’s
loss alone pegged at Rs 35,162 crore.
The State Disaster Management Au-

In a first, Karnataka has prepared a

thority (SDMA) has released over Rs 350
crore in the last three months for relief
measures in 236 drought-hit taluks. The
department has proposed a memoran-
dum to the Centre seeking assistance of
Rs18,171 crore. However, the government
has comeup with plansto go beyond relief
measures to look at mitigation.

The SDMA under the disaster manage-
ment wing of the Revenue Department
will spearhead the projectto come up with
mitigation measures. This will be boosted
by concurrent efforts to strengthen the
SDMA itself. A part of the Rs 5,000-crore
World Bank-assisted programme ap-
proved by the Cabinet this week will make
the SDMA focus more on mitigation.

“Therisks posed by climate change are

diverse from consistent drought to sud-
den floods. We are preparing the SDMA
to develop expertise to take up adaptation
and mitigation measures with a focus on
agriculture. This will begin at setting the
basics right, from rainwater harvesting
to the changes needed in crop pattern...
we are taking up long-term measures to
mitigate the damages and build climate
resilience,” Revenue Minister Krishna
Byregowdasaid.

Rashmi V Mahesh, Principal Secretary
to the Revenue Department (Disaster
Management, Bhoomi and UPOR), said
the technical advisory committee of the
National Disaster Management Authority
has already approved the drought-proof-
ingscheme under the drought manual.

“Under the scheme, several interven-
tions will take place at community and
gram panchayatlevel. Agriculture, animal
husbandry, RDPR and minorirrigation de-
partments are addressing sectoral prob-
lemswhichwilllookatbothimmediateand
long-termsolutions,”she said.

Along with Rs 100 crore from the
NDMA, the department plans to boost
the efforts with Rs 100 crore from state
disaster mitigation fund. A proposal will
be placed before the Cabinet sub-commit-
tee. Thisincludesindividualinterventions
tohelp farmersthrough the Krishi Bhagya
Scheme and community interventions at
gram panchayat where works will be taken
upunder Mahatma GandhiNational Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme.
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Coprafarmersonslipperyground |

aspricesfall 50%in 5months

Subﬁidised import of palm oil,
lack of govt procurement
key causes

VARSHA GOWDA
BENGALURU, DHNS:

the state, falling by about 50% in the
past four to five months.

This drastic reduction, farmers and ex-
perts say, is the result of a lack of govern-
ment intervention to rein in the increased
import of palm oil at subsidised rates and
the government’s failure to procure copra
tostabilise prices.

Karnataka is the third largest producer
of coconuts in the country after Kerala and
Tamil Nadu.

Prices of copra have taken a nosedive in

Growing districts

India produces 34% of the world’s supply of
coconuts. A majority of farmersin Tumaku-
ru, Hassan and Mandya and a significant
portionin Chitradurga, Mandya, Udupiand
Dakshina Kannada districts are dependent
on coconut cultivation for livelihood.

The non-stop import of palm oil has im-
pacted coconut growers, say farmers and
experts.

This hasled toadeclinein demand for tra-
ditional oilseedslike sunflower, safflower and
groundnut, apart from copra.

In fact, a study over a 15-year period be-
tween 2005 and 2021 showed that the area
under oilseeds had declined by 14.65 lakh
hectaresin the state.

Siddeshprasad, a coconut farmer in Tu-

Source:

makuru, explains the impact of the plunge
inprices.

Big slump

“The price fell from Rs 14,000 per quintal a
couple of months ago to Rs 7,700 now. The
costto produce a quintal of copra, including
cultivation and transportation, comes to Rs
9,000. We are operating ataloss,” he says.

Siddeshprasad has cultivated coconut
trees on 5 acres of land and the sale of copra
constitutes his primary income.

Adropin prices of this magnitude has not
occurred in the recent past, according to
Ramesh,a coconut farmer from Tovinakere.

“Iffarmers haveadditional commitments,
forinstanceavehicle or education loan, how
are they supposed to survive?” he says.

“In 2018, the price of coprawasaround Rs
14,000. This price was stagnant for several
years after that, even though labour wages
and cultivation costs had surged over the
period,” hesaid.

Causes
Traders, Siddeshprasad says, have been
citing a reduction in demand for copra in
cooking.

Additionally, ball copra, the variety com-
monly grown in Karnataka, is not common-
ly used to produce coconut oil, according to
Prakash Kammardi, professor and head of
the department of agricultural economics
atthe University of Agricultural Sciences.

Infact, Karnatakaaccounts for 65% of the
total production of ball coprain the country.

In the past, ball copra was thought to be a
safer bet. However, when weather conditions
vary, moisture could collect inside the shell
ofball copra, affecting the yield.

There is a fall in demand for ball copra
used in cooking food, according to traders.
Thefallindemand canbeexpected following

Areductionin demand for coprain
cooking is another reason for the
plummeting prices.

the festival season, but thisisnot the only rea-
son behind the reduction in prices of copra
inthe state.

Kammardi explains that to improve the
conditions of coconut farmers and to pro-
vide price stabilisation, an intervention in
procurementis necessary.

To start with, even though copra prices
have fallen by 50%, procurements by the na-
tional-level farmers co-operative marketing
organisation (NAFED) have stopped.

‘Govts failing growers’
Rameshexplainsthatin such crises, “moving
fast tostabilise pricesis thekey. Both the state
and central governments are failing us.”
Under the current process of procure-
ment, the state government needs to prove
afall in prices in the markets at the district
level. NAFED then approves procurement
orders, with union government funding.
“The process is long and as a result, price
stabilisation is not happening in time. The
state government should have a say in flag-

Decca®hDeéer, a D2d,2 3p .

ging price drops and intervening,” he says.

Edible oil pricing

Anekatte Vishwanath of the Coconut Grow-
ers Association feels that the prices of copra
areinextricably linked withedibleoil pricing.
“Theimportof palmoil hashadamajoreffect
on coconut growers,” he says.

In fact, India is the largest importer of
palm oil in the world. Due to its wide availa-
bility and cheap rates, an official in the agri-
culture department explains, it has outcom-
peted coconut oil in even regions where the
latter had astronghold.

Regional import mandates through
SAARC have also made palm oil importun-
avoidable.

India’s palm oil imports jumped 29.21%
to 90.8 lakh tonne in the first 11 months of
theongoing 2022-23oil year,compared with
theyear-earlier period, withRBD Palmolein
shipments rising fast, posing aserious threat
to domestic refiners, industry body Solvent
Extractor’s Association of Indiasaid recently.

“Badimport policycombined with delayed
procurement and price stabilisation has led
tothis scenario,” says Kammardi.

Diversification

To find a solution to high input costs,
Vishwanath has been long advocating that
farmers sell about 30-40% of their yield in
the tender coconut stage.

“Another 30% can be sold as coconuts.
Farmers should make sure that they are
selling less than 30% of the yield in the form
of copra,”says Vishwanath.

Value addition is also lacking, according
toan official in the agriculture department.

“Thegovernmentcan think of introducing
machinestodeshell coconuts (alreadyinthe
market). Weshould think of ways of reducing
farmers'input costs,” he says.




Spike in spice export
as output touches
all-time high

UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
BENGALURU, DHNS

ndia’s spice sector
Ihas been registering im-
pressive growth over the
past two decades, with pro-
duction increasing at 7% per
annum and the area used for
production at 4.4% per an-
num, between 2005-06 and
2020-21, researchers said.
During the period, produc-
tivity hasincreased from 1.63
tonnesto 2.5 tonnes per hect-
are, according to data shared
by Dr D Prasath, Project Co-
ordinator, All India Co- _
ordinated Research 4

Project (AICRP) on &%

Spices, Indian In- $5¥%
stitute of Spices Re- &%
search, Kozhikode,
and Dr Sudheesh
Kulkarni, Scientist (Horti-
culture), AICRP on Spices,
Horticultural Research
and Extension Centre, Sirsi.

Production in 2021-22
stood at 111.2 lakh tonnes in
an area of 43.8 lakh hectares
across India, while in Karna-
takathefigureswere 9.6 lakh
tonnesand4,27,180 hectares
ofland, respectively.

The most produced and
exported spices are pepper,
cardamom, chilli, ginger, tur-
meric, coriander and cumin.
Outofthese,thelastfive make
up about 76% of the total pro-
duction.

Quoting figures from both
the Directorate of Arecanut
and Spices Development,

Board of India, the research-
ersnoted thatin 2020-21, the
export of spices reached an
all-time high by registering
a growth of 30% in volume.
India’s share in spices export
in 2021-22 globally stood at
1.5 million metric tonnes,
accounting for US $4.102
billion, thatis, 43% in volume
and 47% in value.

The ICAR-AICRP’s 34th
annual group meeting
on spices held last month
identified four new spice va-
rieties — Gujarat Ajwain-3,
Hisar Kalonji-12, IISR Am-
__rit - Mango Ginger, and
<, Kamakhya 1 - black
Jws pepper — for cultiva-
% tion and eight new

=% technologies cover-
S ing pestmanagement,

mixed croppingsystems
and intercropping of spices
with vegetables.

The development of spice
varieties and technology suit-
ed for production and export
is one among the many strat-
egiesadopted byresearchers
to improve production of
highly marketable spices in
the country.

They recommend the cre-
ation of a comprehensive ac-
tion plan to ensure food safe-
ty and sustainability in spice
production at the grassroots
level. The researchers also
suggest adopting high-tech
processing technologies to
meet changing food safe-
ty standards of importing
countries, besidestraining all

KozhikodeI and the Sgices stakeholdersatvariouslevels.

Source:
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Price of Rajamudi rice breaches 100 mark owing to depleted supply

Sharath §. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

The price of Rajamudi, a
rice variety cultivated in a
small area around Hassan
which is popular for its
taste and perceived health
benefits, has hit a record
high. If the regular Sona
Masuri rice varieties saw a
rise in prices by an average
of 25% due to deficient
rainfall earlier, the Rajamu-
di variety has seen a steep
hike of almost 100%.

With the Rajamudi cul-
tivated area coming down
this year due to drought,
the price in Bengaluru in-
creased to a range of 3100
to 110 a kg a fortnight ago,
from 352 to I60 a kg a few

Sour dae

months back. The organic
Rajamudi variety costs
around 30 a kg and
above. A quintal of Raja-
mudi paddy that was
around 2,500 last year, is
now more than 34,000, a
record high for this variety.

Growing areas

Severe drought in the un-
ique cultivating area in Ho-
lenarsipur, Channarayap-
tana, and Arkalgud taluks
of Hassan district, parts of
Periyapatna taluk of Mysu-
ru district, and parts of
Kushalanagar in Kodagu
district has led to a steep
reduction in the cultivation
of Rajamudi this year.
While the current stock
that is being sold is from
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Cause and effect: Rajamudi rice is cultivated in a small area

A

around Hassan. Severe drought has led to its price doubling.

the December 2022 har-
vest, the new paddy will be
harvested this month but
the yield is expected to be
low. Unlike other paddy va-
rieties that are about 120-

day crops, Rajamudi is a
140- to 150-day crop.
“Farmers dependent on
the Hemavati water from
the reservoir at Gorur did
not get sufficient water

1202 3

from canals and a large
area remained uncultivat-
ed. Those who receive the
Hemavati water through
gravitational canals direct-
ly from the river had cultiv-
ated sugarcane already,”
Hoysala S. Appaji of Raja-
mudi Growers’ Association
in Holenarsipur told The
Hindu. “Against a normal 1
to 1.25 lakh acre under Ra-
jamudi cultivation, this
year saw a cultivation in
about 30% to 40% of the
total area.” He said that
whatever is trickling into
the market now is what is
being sold by farmers who
had held a small stock for
their personal
consumption.

Dattatreya, a farmer at

Kanagalu village in Periya-
patna taluk, said that those
farmers cultivating in com-
mand areas of tanks where
water was available could
grow Rajamudi. “Farmers
have also reduced Rajamu-
di cultivation since it is not
lucrative. The yield is
about 16 to 18 quintals an
acre. Due to erratic rainfall
this year, some farmers al-
so shifted to ragi.” He said,
“Farmers have not benefit-
ted much from the price in-
crease. By the time the
price went up most farm-
ers had sold their produce.
Only a few who had held
stocks have benefitted.”
Acknowledging the
huge price increase, presi-
dent of the Bengaluru

Wholesale Grains and Puls-
es Merchants Association
Ramesh Chandra Lahoti
said, “It is true that the
price of Rajmudi has dou-
bled. But where is the
crop? There is no water or
rain. We have to see in De-
cember what quantity of
Rajamudi flows into the
market and that will deter-
mine prices.”

In contrast, he pointed
out that the price of the
new arrival of Sona Masuri
varieties had dropped by
6% to 8% whereas the
price of old rice remained
steady. “The wholesale
price of old raw rice in So-
na Masuri variety is about
55 to 160 a kg whereas the
price of new arrivals of raw

rice is around ¥52 a kg. The
price of Sona Masuri
steamed rice in the new
crop this year is about ¥48
akg”

Sunil Kumar of Bengalu-
ru-based Arogya Organics,
which sources Rajamudi
from organic FPOs, admit-
ted that the sale of Rajamu-
di had taken a hit due to
high cost while there had
been variations in supply
too. “Organic Rajamudi
which was around ¥70 a kg
a few months ago, is now
around %130. Though a si-
milar spike had happened
a couple of years ago des-
pite a good crop, Rajamudi
breached the 100 mark
for the first a fortnight
ago”
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Profit, a tough nut to crack for
vendors at Kadalekai Parishe

Surabhi Gorebal

Navya Naveli
BENGALURU

Although they arrived at
the annual Kadalekai Par-
ishe (groudnut fair) in the
hopes of making profits,
the groundnut vendors at
the extravagant cultural
fair reported that they saw
a dip in business this year.
The Parishe was formally
inaugurated on Monday,
but Bull Temple Road was
thronged by visitors during
the weekend.

Rajaram, a groundnut
seller from Ramachan-
drapura, said: “This year’s
profit is significantly lower.
While last year I earned
35,000, this year I am
struggling to even make
%4,000. 1 bought ground-
nuts from the farmers for
160 per kg and selling
them at 50 for 200 gm.”

Lakshmi A., vendor
from Mallasandra, said: “I
am selling groundnuts at
50 per litre; the price has

Sourdae Hij
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remained the same as last
year. People come here for
the Kadalekai Parishe but
indulge more at food stalls
and buying clothes.
Groundnut sales have not
picked up this year. I antici-
pated this event for a
month, but the profit falls
short of last year’s.”
However, the customers

n2dDie ¢ . ,
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have their own problems
with purchasing ground-
nuts at the fair. S Nagaraja,
a 73-year-old resident of
Jayanagar, said: “Most of
the good groundnuts are
taken by the oil companies
and different manufactur-
ers. This is why people are
hesitant to buy groundnuts
from vendors.”

7 £ : L v
Kadalekai Parishe on Bull Temple Road was formally inaugurated on Monday. K. MURALI KUMAR

Apart from a dip in busi-
ness, groundnut farmers,
many of whom had come
to sell their crop, said the
lack of rainfall this year af-
fected the quality of the
groundnuts. Along with
farmers and sellers from
Karnataka, the fair also
had farmers from Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.



Amidst drought, Centre yet to approve
increasing man-days under MGNREGA

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

Stating that 895 crore is
available with the district
administration to under-
take drought relief, Reve-
nue Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda on Monday said
that the Centre has not
approved increase of
man-days under MGNRE-
GA that could stem rural
migration.

“We have already
reached 10.9 crore man-
days out of 13 crore this
year. It is not sufficient
and we have asked the
Centre to increase the
man-days from 100 to 150
days for individuals and a
total of 16 crore man-days.
Though it would help in
arresting rural migration,
the Centre has not said

Sour dée Hij
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Revenue Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda during the Assembly
session. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

anything yet,” the Reve-
nue Minister told the Le-
gislative Assembly.
Amidst a protest by the
Opposition, which re-
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mained in the well raising
slogans, that interrupted
his response on the dis-
cussion on drought, Mr.
Gowda said that the go-
vernment was ahead of
other States that are
drought-hit in submitting
memorandum to the
Centre.

“Despite the Centre’s
team visiting the State,
the Centre has not come
to our rescue. If you have
guts, get us an appoint-
ment from the Centre. We
have not been given ap-
pointment despite multi-
ple reminders,” he said,
turning the tables on the
Bharatiya Janata Party.

“The preparation is
such that 6,287 villages
and 914 urban wards have
been identified as vulner-
able places in the State.

There is no problem, but
we have to be ready for fu-
ture instead of scrambling
for solution when the pro-
blem arises,” the Minister
said.

Instruction to banks

He also said that the go-
vernment has directed
the State-level bankers
committee to restructure
the loan and not harass
farmers.

Mr. Gowda also said
that while the data with
State shows that 70% of
farmers are small and
marginal, the data with
Centre shows 44%.

“We have sent the Aad-
haar linked data of farm-
ers to the Centre. The
Centre is not ready to ac-
cept our claim,” the Minis-
ter said.
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Garlic breaches X300 per kg
mark due to supply crunch

Jvoti Harpal
Rishabh Sachdeva

BENGALURU

The price of garlic, an es-
sential in many kitchens,
has nearly doubled within
a short timeframe, and has
surpassed 300 per kg in
Bengaluru. The primary
factor contributing to this
surge is the inadequate
rainfall in neighbouring
States, leading to dimin-
ished garlic supply.

A lack of local availabili-
ty to meet the demand has
driven up the prices, trad-
ers said. They anticipate a
continuation of this trend,
projecting even steeper
prices in the upcoming
days, exacerbated by
heightened demand dur-
ing the wedding season.

Muniraju, a wholesaler
at the Agriculture Produce
and Livestock Market Com-
mittee, said: “Garlic supply
for all of us comes from
Gujarat. With the current
absence of production,
prices have witnessed a
surge, reflecting the chal-
lenges posed by the cur-
rent market dynamics.”

At K.R. Market, Naser
Ullah, wholesale trader,
said: “Supply has been low
over the last two months,
and customers have either
stopped buying or are pur-
chasing very small quanti-
ties. Last year, we sold gar-
lic for ¥30-340 per kg, but
the price rose from 3150-
%160 to above T300 per kg
in just 15 days due to
scarcity.

In retail markets, many
traders have stopped
bringing garlic for sale
from the wholesale mar-

Sour dée

Garlic supply for all of us
comes from Gujarat.
With the current
absence of production,
prices have witnessed a
surge, reflecting the
challenges posed by the
current market
dynamics.

MUNIRAJU,

Wholesaler at the Agriculture
Produce and Livestock Market
Committee

kets. Lakshmi Devi, a local
vendor in Cox Town, said:
“I am unaware of why gar-
lic prices have been rising
so rapidly, but it has be-
come difficult for me as I
can only afford to buy a
small quantity”.

While consumers ex-
pressed their dissatisfac-
tion about having to buy
most commodities at inflat-
ed prices, hoteliers said
they had no choice but to
buy the essential at a hiked
price. Veerendra N. Kamat,
secretary, Bruhat Bengalu-
ru Hoteliers Association,

Hi n2pgDie c
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Women sorting garlic at a market in Bengaluru. JYOTI HARPAL
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said: “We experience this
kind of situation every year
and after a month or half,
the prices will come down.
We still use the same
amount of garlic as we did
before, but we purchase it
at higher price. We cannot
change the price of the
food items. The govern-
ment should monitor this
as there are many cases of
artificial demand-supply. ”

Priya Desai, a customer
in Cox Town, said: “It is
disheartening to see essen-
tial items becoming more
expensive. While we have
grown somewhat accus-
tomed to recent price fluc-
tuations, managing these
changes still poses a
challenge.”

However, some traders
believe the price of garlic
will come down in a few
days when demand falls
due to hiked price.

Imran Sayyed, a whole-
saler at K.R. market, said:
“Demand has already de-
creased rapidly, and we ex-
pect prices to normalise
within 20-25 days, as soon
as the new crop hits the
market.”
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‘Govt. will try to credit
<2,000 as initial drought
relief from this week

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

The government will try to
credit ¥2,000 as initial
drought relief to the bank
accounts of farmers start-
ing from Challakere taluk
in Chitradurga district this
week, Revenue Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda told
the Legislative Council on
Wednesday.

Replying to the debate
over drought situation un-
der Rule 68, the Minister
said that 115 villages and
four wards in the State
now faced drinking water
issues.

The government has
asked the district adminis-
trations to be ready by fi-
nalising bids for tanker
water supply to proble-
matic villages and wards,
within 24 hours. Bids have
already been invited in
many districts.

He said that the govern-
ment has identified 6,237
villages and 914 wards as
vulnerable to drought

Sour dée
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based on history. He said
that 3,836 private bore-
wells have been identified
in the State for drawing
water in case needed.

The Minister reiterated
that the government has
sought 18,171 crore from
Union government for
drought relief to which the
Centre has so far not
responded.

The government has al-
so appealed to the Centre
to increase the man-days
under MNREGA from
mandatory 100 days to 150
days to prevent the migra-
tion of labourers from
villages.

The Opposition BJP
members said that the
State is pointing fingers at
the Centre for its failure to
tackle drought. BJP mem-
ber Kota Srinivas Poojary
demanded the govern-
ment to release 310,000
crore for drought-relief
works. Shouting slogans
against the government la-
ter the BJP members
walked out.

1240 2 3
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Eight Bills passed,
including those
on BBMP and
recruitment exam

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

The Karnataka Legislative
Assembly on Wednesday
passed eight Bills, includ-
ing The Karnataka Public
Examination (Measures for
Prevention of Corruption
and Unfair Means in Re-
cruitment) Bill, 2023, that
seeks to prevent malprac-
tice in recruitment exami-
nation, and The Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like and Certain Other Law
(Amendment) Bill, 2023,
that protects the State from
returning about IL,712
crore to the developers.

Money collected
Initiating the discussion on
the BBMP Bill, Deputy
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar said that while
%1,712 crore has been col-
lected between 2015-2023
as ground rent, T688 crore
is yet to be collected. “Be-
cause there was a legal la-
cunae, the amendment is
being moved. Otherwise,
we have to repay the mo-
ney that we have already
spent.”

Stating that the amount
fixed for license fee,
ground rent, completion
report and commence-
ment fee among others has
been enhanced, former
Deputy Chief Minister C.N.
Ashwath Narayan said that
the fees come to about 7%
of the construction cost.
“Fee is linked to the build-
ing and not the size of the
land. It has to be reduced.”

BJP member S. Suresh
Kumar also pointed out
that instead of fixing a
specific rate, the govern-
ment has fixed an upper li-
mit, giving scope for dis-
cretionary powers. In
response, Mr. Shivakumar
said that there is no propo-
sal to increase any fee, and
that the government is con-
sidering to reduce it. “We
will consider the sugges-

tion when rules are
framed.”
In the light of the police

sub-inspector recruitment

Hj

Proposal on
tax withdrawn

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

The State government on
Wednesday withdrew the
proposed 10% lifetime tax
on electric vehicles whose
cost exceeded 320 lakh.
The provision was part of
The Karnataka Motor Vehi-
cles Taxation (Second
Amendment) Bill, 2023,
which was passed in the
Legislative Assembly. BJP
members Araga [nanendra
and C.N. Ashwath Narayan
said that the government
should withdraw the pro-
posed 10 % LTT on EV be-
cause the vehicles were
less polluting and saved fo-
reign exchange.

scam that rocked the State
in 2022, the House passed
The Karnataka Public Ex-
amination (Measures for
Prevention of Corruption
and Unfair Means in Re-
cruitment) Bill 2023 mak-
ing offences cognisable,
non-bailable and non-com-
poundable. The offences
attract imprisonment rang-
ing from 5 years to 12 years
and a fine ranging from ¥10
lakh to T10 crore.

To prevent diversion
The House passed The Kar-
nataka Scheduled Castes
Sub Allocation and Tribal
Sub Allocation (Planning,
Allocation and Utilisation
of Financial Resources)
(Amendment) Bill, 2023
that seeks to remove Sec-
tion 7 D that currently al-
lows deemed expenditure.
The House also passed
The Karnataka High Court
(Amendment) Bill, 2023,
Sri  Renuka Yellamma
Kshetra Tourism Develop-
ment Board Bill, 2023, The
Karnataka Civil Courts
(Amendment) Bill, 2023,
The Hampi World Heritage
Area Management Authori-
ty (Amendment) Bill, 2023.
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Tur dal prices go up 1/3rd amid erratic rain

slow. Later; there was excess

Vindhya.Pabolu
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Tur dal prices
havesurged for the third time
in the past six months. The
staple Indian commodity,
which cost Rs120-160 per kgin
the retail market in October,
isnow priced at Rs 160-210 per
kg, depending on the quality.
Stakeholders attributed the
one-thirdriseinpricetoerra-
tic rain and depletion of soil

moisture, thus impacting
production.
Kalaburagi, Vijayapura,

Bidar, Yadgir, and Raichur are
the main tur dal-growing pro-
ducing districts in the state.

Source:

Vi

UPWARDS TREND

While turdal isarabi crop, un-
seasonal rain in winter has af-
fected harvest. Farmers say
they have seen a 50% loss in
their crops this time. Bhaskar
Rao, a tur dal cultivator in
Shahapur taluk, Yadgir dis-
trict, explained, “First, there
was no rain, so flowering was

j3ay dean.

rain, damaging the small flo-
wering plants. We lost 50% of
our crop this time.”

Experts say the prices
might go up further by Janua-
ry. Prakash Kammardi, argo
economist and former chair-
man of Karnataka Agricultu-
ral Prices Commission, said,
“Factors such as drought, dise-
ases and excess rain have col-
lectively led to a decrease in
production. Tur dal consistent-
lyfaceshighdemand. Second is
the influence of middlemen
manipulating the market and
the government’s inability to
intervene effectively”

Mannur DM, director of

14p. 2023

Agriculture Research Institu-
te, Kalaburagi, emphasised
that the situation mirrors pre-
vious year’s below-normal tur
dal production due to insuffi-
cientrain. “The current stock,
procured for Rs 5,000 per quin-
tal, now commands a price of
Rs 12,000 and is expected to ri-
se to Rs 15,000 by the end of Ja-
nuary. Tur dal, usually consi-
dered drought-friendly, has
struggled to withstand cons-
tant drought conditions, re-
sulting in significant losses
during the flowering stage,”
heexplained.

“The current challenges
faced by tur dal farmers have
prompted some to shift to al-

Back

ternative crops such as cot-
ton, Bengal grams and jowar,
further exacerbating the
shortage in tur dal supply.
With persistent crop losses
over the past three years and
the current market dyna-
mics, tur dal prices may to-
uch Rs 250 per kg shortly,”
Mannur said.

Ramesh Chandra Lahoti,
president, Grains Merchants
Association and FKCCI, no-
ted that the new crop ente-
ring Kalaburagi wholesale
market is already priced at
Rs100/kg. He predicts whole-
sale price at Yeshwantpur
market may reach Rs 200 per
kg by January 15.

to Cont en




Decentralisation

Govt. to table provisions to legalise
ground rent with retrospective effect

The amendment will stop the BBMP from paying nearly 32,300 crore to builders. Builders had earlier approached the High

Court challenging the ground rent system, and the court termed it ‘illegal’ and directed the civic body to return the money

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he State govern-
Tment will be ta-
bling an amend-

ment to the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like Act (BBMP), 2020 to
regularise the collection of
ground rent with retros-
pective effect.

The Cabinet on Thurs-
day gave its approval for
the provision that was sent
by the Urban Development
Department (UDD).

The amendment will
stop the BBMP from paying
nearly 2,300 crore to buil-
ders. The builders had ear-
lier approached the High
Court (HC) challenging the
ground rent system, and
the court termed the sys-

Sour dae

The BBMP collects ground rent from builders for they using public

space to dump construction material. FILE PHOTO

tem “illegal” and directed
the BBMP to return the
money to the builders.
According to sources in
the real estate community,
the BBMP collects ground

Hi négdDue c .

rent from builders for
them using public space to
dump construction mate-
rial.

This, along with scruti-
ny fee and various cess, is

2023

linked to the guidance va-
lue of property.

The civic body was col-
lecting ground rent even
when the builders did not
dump construction mate-
rial on footpaths and pu-
blic spaces maintained by
the BBMP, the builders
contended.

Now except those build-
ing independent houses in
small sites, the bigger real-
tors constructing group
housing projects no longer
dump construction mate-
rial on public spaces.

A builder who peti-
tioned against the practice
in the High Court argued
that collecting ground rent
from builders when they
did not utilise public space
was illegal.

A BBMP official talking

to The Hindu said to avoid
payments owing to insuffi-
cient funds in the coffers,
the Town Planning Depart-
ment proposed to bring an
amendment to the BBMP
Act, 2020 to make this pro-
vision with retrospective
effect.

The State government
favoured this proposal and
the approval was given in
the Cabinet.

However, the builders
said the government may
now make a provision in
the Act with retrospective
effect, but they argued the
provision would remain
“unfair” as it was levying
ground rent on builders
who do not use public
spaces. The amendment is
likely to again face legal
challenge, sources said.



Civic body asks telecom companies
to declare unauthorised OFCs

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP)
has issued a public not-
ice asking telecom service
providers (TSPs) and Inter-
net service providers to
declare unauthorised opti-
cal-fibre cables (OFCs) laid
in the city after which the
same will be regularised.

According to the latest
data available with the
BBMP, 31 companies had
taken permission to lay
12,463 km of ducts, but on
the ground the companies
have laid 97,000 km of
ducts. This means 84,537
km of ducts are illegal. For
one km of ducts, TSPs
have to pay about ¥850
and non-telecom compa-
nies have to pay 3450 as
ground rent.

This July, Chief Civic
Commissioner Tushar Giri

Sour déae
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lay 12,463 km of ducts, but on the ground the companies have laid
97,000 km of ducts. FILE PHOTO

Nath said Deputy Chief Mi-
nister and Bengaluru De-
velopment Minister D.K.
Shivakumar had instruct-
ed the civic body to pre-
pare a report on the per-
mission given for ducts in
the city and an on-ground
report of the ducts.

He had then said that
the civic body will revise
the penalty for illegal ca-
bles and regularise all ex-
isting OFCs in the city.

n/gue c .
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Former BJP councillor
N.R. Ramesh, who headed
a OFC committee in the
BBMP council in 2013 and
spearheaded a similar reg-
ularisation exercise in
2015, said the civic body
had the potential to earn
up to 15,000 crore from
the exercise.

“In 2015, a similar an-
nouncement was made
and companies only de-
clared 1,200 km of illegally
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laid OFCs, which were reg-
ularised after collecting
penalty. Even now the
same process will likely be
followed,” he said.

However, with no sev-
ere repercussions for lay-
ing illegal OFCs, TSPs and
Internet service providers
lack incentive to declare
OFCs and pay the penalty
incurring huge costs,
sources in the civic body
said.

While there have been
suggestions made by Mr.
Ramesh that the civic body
pull out or pour acid into
illegally laid ducts to make
these OFCs defunct, as a
way to force these compa-
nies to come around,
sources in the civic body
said this would disrupt
mobile and Internet ser-
vices in the city, and given
that the city is an IT hub,
these services were consi-
dered critical.

10, 2023



































































































































































































