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AGRICULTURE

Groundwater level
better as extraction
tdecreases, says report

17 taluks tagged
for salinity, 14 for
fluoride

v

NEW DELHI, DHNS

xtraction of ground-
Ewater has decreased in

Karnatakain 2023 com-
pared tolastyear, saysa latest
report on status of ground
water, prepared by the Central
government.

“The groundwater ex-
traction has decreased
from 69.93% in 2022 to
66.26% in 2023 indicating
improvement in overall
groundwater scenario,”
said thereporttitled ‘Dynam-
icGround Water Resources of
India-2023’.

As compared to 2022, in
17 assessment units (taluks),
groundwater situation has

creaseinrainfalland recharge
fromother sources, whereas1
assessment unit has seen de-
terioration due to reduction
in rainfall recharge, the re-
port prepared by the Central
Ground Water Board, in the
Jal Shakti Ministry, said.

The groundwater quality
tagging has also been done
during the survey. A total of
17 taluks have been tagged
for salinity and 14 taluks for
fluoride. The report said that
the annual groundwater re-
charge has been assessed as

tre) and the annual extract-
able groundwater resource
17.08 bem. The present an-
nual groundwater extraction
was 11.32 bem and the stage
of ground water extraction
was 66.26% in the state, the
report, which was released
on Friday by Union Minister
for Jal Shakti Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, said.

Out of the 234 assessment
units, 44 units (18.8%) have
been categorized as ‘over ex-
ploited’, 12 units (5.13 %) as
‘critical’,and 32 units (13.68 %)
as ‘semi critical’and 146 units
(62.39 %) have been catego-
rized as ‘safe’, said the report.

As compared to 2022 as-
sessment, there was an in-
creaseinannual groundwater
recharge from 17.74 bem to
18.93 bem, Annual extract-
able groundwater resources
from16.04bcmto17.08 bem.
This is mainly due to an in-
crease in rainfall recharge,
recharge from surface water
irrigation, water conservation
structuresand fromtanksand

imRroved mainlx due to in- 18.93 bcm ‘billion cubic me- Rondsi said the regort.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Dec.2, 2023
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‘Lack of superior fodder affecting

India’s milk productivity’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

India ranks first in the
world in animal population
and milk production. Ho-
wever, India’s average milk
productivity is lower than
the world’s average, which
is a matter of concern. The
main reasons are lack of su-

perior fodder and modern
technologies, said Amaresh
Chandra, director, Indian
Grassland and Fodder Re-
search Institute, Jhansi.
Speaking after inaugu-
rating an international con-
ference on Saturday on
‘Feeding the future through
sustainable, eco-friendly in-
novations in rangeland, for-

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Dec. 3, 2023

ages and animal sciences’,
organised by UASB in col-
laboration with the Range
Management Society of In-
dia and the Indian Grass-
land and Fodder Research
Institute, Jhansi, Dr. Chan-
dra said there is a shor-
tage of 12% green fodder,
23% dry fodder, and 24%
fodder.
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2 in 4 mths: Govt
may hike prices
of Nandini milk to
support farmers

Times News NETWORK

Belagavi: In a bid to support
farmers struggling under
escalating input costs, the
Karnataka governmentis se-
riously consideringan incre-
ase in the price of Nandini
milk—lessthan fourmonths
after it revised the price by
Rs3alitre in August.
Animal husbandry mi-
nister K Venkatesh infor-
med the legislative council
of apossible second hike af-

» Panel: 92 Dalit students
died in past 5 years,P 4

ter Congress came to power.
Council members cutting
across party lines expres-
sed readiness to support the
move if it helps farmers.
Following the August
price hike, Nandini milk
pricestandsat Rs42 perlitre
for toned milk, Rs 43 for ho-
mogenized milk, Rs 46 for
pasteurized milk, and Rs 48
for Shubham special milk.

‘Govt committed to supporting farmers’

» Continued from page 1

inister Venkatesh said,
LV 1 “We are aware that milk
producers need the govern-
ment’s support at this critical
situation as prices of cattle
feed have been hiked.” He em-
phasized that the government
would proceed with the hike in
retail prices of Karnataka
Milk Federation (KMF) milk,
sold under the brand name
Nandini, if it receives support
from all stakeholders, includ-
ingopposition parties.

Source: The Times of India, p.1& 4, Dec.7, 2023

Congress member K Hari-
sh Kumar flagged concerns
about thedistressfaced by milk
producers due to the recent
hike in cattle-feed prices. Ven-
katesh said the government is
committed to supporting farm-
ers, citing the Congress’s elec-
tion manifesto promise to in-
crease the incentive given to
milk producersby Rs2perlitre.
He said, in response to the cur-
rent challenges, the govern-
ment has raised the incentive
byRs3andhasanopenmindon
afurther increase in prices.



State to credit 2,000 as
partial drought relief to
farmers from next week

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

Revenue Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda told the Legis-
lative Council on Wednes-
day that the government of
Karnataka will begin cred-
iting ¥2,000 as partial
drought relief (compensa-
tion) to bank accounts of
farmers from next week.

Replying to a question
by N. Ravi Kumar during
Question Hour, the Minis-
ter said that earlier Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah had
announced the partial
compensation amount as a
temporary relief.

The total loss due to
crop damage in Karnataka
because of drought has
been estimated to be
335,162.05 crore. The State
government has sought
%18,171.44 crore from the

Union government from
the National Disaster Res-
ponse Fund (NDRF) to pro-
vide relief to farmers.

Seven lakh fodder seed
kits have been distributed
to farmers to ensure fod-
der to cattle during the
drought. The government
released 320 crore to the
Department of Animal
Husbandry Dairying on
September 22 for purchas-
ing mini fodder kits. ¥894
crore is available with dis-
trict administrations in
Karnataka to take up relief
measures under drought
situation.

Not only Karnataka, but
12 States in India faced
drought due to scarcity of
rainfall during this year’s
monsoon, and 18 States
faced drought due to shor-
tage in North East mon-
soon.

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Dec. 7, 2023




A film that throws light on the connection
between women and millets

Invisible: Women and the Future of Millets expands on this idea, draws a parallel between the resilience of these hardy little grains and the women who nurture them

Preeti Zachariah
BENGALURU

t was on another as-
l signment near Kolar

that Arjun Swaminath-
an first met Rajamma. He
recounts what the 65-year-
old mother of a farmer
who practised the Akkadi
Saalu farming system, a
mixed cropping system of-
ten found in the drylands
of Karnataka, told him: the
seeds that her son used to-
day had been given to her
at her wedding. “These
were native organic seeds,”
he says, recalling how Ra-
jamma explained how im-
portant it was to preserve
them, abstaining from
cooking them even during
drought.  “There were
times when she went hun-
gry, but these seeds were
preserved,” says the Ben-
galuru-based visual story-
teller, the director of Native
Picture.

The meeting got him
thinking about women’s
crucial role in agriculture,
not just the back-breaking
tasks of de-weeding and
harvesting but something
more profound. “Thereisa
culture preservation that
happens through women,”
he says.

Of women and millets
His new short film Invisi-
ble: Women and the Future
of Millets expands on this
idea, drawing a parallel
between the resilience of
these hardy little grains
and the women who nur-
ture them.

The film, which will be
released on December 12 at
the India Habitat Centre in
New Delhi, captures “the
journey of millets from be-
ing a lost cause to a super-
food, as well as the recog-
nition of the labour put in
by women farmers from all
sections of the society - es-
pecially the marginalised
communities,” as Arjun,
who travelled to the East-
ern Ghat's Arakku Valley,
Karnataka’s Hubli district

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Dec. 7, 2023

and Srikakulam in Andhra
Pradesh to make this film,
putsit.

The film opens with
some interesting statistics-
agriculture employs nearly
80% of rural women. “Em-
powering and mainstream-
ing rural women work-
force in agriculture can
help bring a paradigm shift
towards economic
growth,” it states before
delving into this inherent
relationship between mil-
lets and women. With per-
spectives offered by a team
of experts and, more im-
portantly, the women who
grow and live off the soil,
the film delves into many
aspects of millet: the effect
of the Green Revolution on
millet consumption, the
nutritional benefits they

offer, how millet seeds are
preserved, traded and cul-
tivated, the benefits of
mixed cropping and fe-
male collectives, why India

should spearhead the mil-
let movement and so much
more.

At its core, however, the
film spotlights women’s

tremendous work to grow
and process these millets
and how this is often ig-
nored in the mainstream
narrative.  “Historically,
you did not have these big
mills  or  processing
centres. All processing
happened in the village at
the household level,”
points out activist and re-
searcher Sudha Nagavara-
pu in the film, adding that
while most of this strenu-
ous work is done by wo-
men, they are often ren-
dered invisible at a

but also avoiding magnify-
ing them. “We need to un-
derstand that not all of us
can eat millet. They are
grown in certain areas, and
itis only in those areas that
the consumption is fine,”
says Swaminathan, point-
ing out that seasonality,
culture, aspirations, class
and caste play a tremen-
dous role in shaping the
millet narrative in this
country.

“It is not just about eat-
ing more millet. Food is ex-
tremely political, and

doc ion level and
denied many agricultural
benefits.  Arjun agrees.
“Women have always been
behind-the-scene workers
in everything,” he says,
pointing out that equality
cannot exist in a vacuum,
something the film cap-
tures, t00.”

Invisible women

Produced by The Food and
Land Use (FOLU) Coalition
to mark the International
Year of Millets, Invisible:
Women and the Future of
Millets offers a nuanced
take on the grain, acknow-
ledging its many benefits

needs to be
built around it,” he be-
lieves. He adds that, in gen-
eral, knowing where our
food comes from is impor-
tant because it creates a
healthier, more conscious
community. “All of our
foods have stories behind
them. There is nothing
more fascinating than the
history and culture of
food.”

Invisible: Women and the
Future of Millets will be re-
leased at Juniper, India
Habitat Centre in New Delhi
on December 12. It will be
available on YouTube after
the official release.



Govt. of Karnataka
announces support for
C-CAMP at Bengaluru
Tech Summit

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Karnataka Innovation
and Technology Society,
(KITS) and the Department
of Agriculture, Govt. of
Karnataka has announced
a partnership with the
Centre for Cellular and Mo-
lecular Platforms or C-
CAMP at the formal launch
of Phase II of two of
CCAMP-KTech flagship in-
novation programs, one in
the agriculture domain
and the other in the star-
tup acceleration for scale-
up of Karnataka’s rapidly
growing biotech start-up
community.

On December 1, at the
Bengaluru Tech Summit
2023, Minister of IT, BT &
Rural Development, Shri
Priyank Kharge and Dr. Ek-
roop Caur, Principal Secre-
tary, Department of Elec-
tronics, IT & BT, Govt of
Karnataka launched the
Agri Grand Challenge II
with problem statements
relevant in plant pest and
disease mitigation, post-
harvest loss, cash crops
processing and dairy farm-
ing domains.

India is still largely an
agrarian economy. Agri &

allied sectors contribute
18% percentage of GDP to
Indian economy. But criti-
cal gaps remain. C-CAMP
K-tech Agri Centre of Excel-
lence set up in 2018 is an ef-
fort in mitigating this. By
nurturing  cutting-edge
agriculture solutions, it
aims to usher in India’s
next Agri revolution
through scientific solutions
for problems at the grass-
roots. One of its initiatives
is a Grand Challenge call
for science-based solutions
to address specific pro-
blem statements across
agri & allied sectors. These
problems are selected
through thorough deep-
dive field immersion and
vetted by a nationally &
globally represented exp-
ert core committee con-
vened by the CoE.

C-CAMP Director-CEO
Dr Taslimarif Saiyed said-
,“With support from Govt
of Karnataka, we will pro-
vide investment funding of
up to 50 lakhs INR and
more importantly, help
with field trials through
our vast network in agri-
cultural sciences ecosys-
tem. I invite agritech start-
ups across India to join this
effort.”

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Dec. 7, 2023
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Building plan fee: Govt saves
BBMP from repaying 2.5k cr

Times News NETWORK

Belagavi: The state govern-
ment on Thursday bailed out
the Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP)
from repaying close to Rs
2,500 crore to developers
from whom it had collected
excess building plan fees and
cess over the years to the
tune of 25%. Ministers privy
to the cabinet meeting said
the government will be intro-
ducing an amendment to the
BBMP Act to introduce a
retrospective clause. The
government had to introduce
the amendment as the devel-
opers had got a high court
respite in August 2021, which
quashed all fees that BBMP
had collected under its build-
ing bylaws.

The cabinet also decided to
introduce an amendment to
reduce the tenure of mayors
and deputy mayors in other
urban local bodies on the lines
of the Palike by making it a
yearly rotation. It was previ-

PICS; TO

.
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AIMING HIGH: Providing
a recreation facility to
school children, the
sports and youth
empowerment
department has set up
a wall-climbing facility
on the premises of
Suvarna Vidhana
Soudha in Belagavi.
Speaker UT Khader,
legislative council
chairperson Basavaraj
Horatti and minister
Nagendra were present
at the inaugural

ously a two-and-a-half-year
tenure for the mayor and
deputy mayors.

The cabinet also approved
the use of World Bank funds
tolaunch a programme called
K-Shore to make the three
coastal districts of Udupi,
Dakshina Kannada, and Utta-
ra Kannada plastic-free.

The cabinet is said to have
also approved the formation
of Hampi World Heritage
Area Management Authority

and Saundatti Yellamma De-
velopment Authority:.

The cabinet approved the
withdrawal of the controver-
sial 7-D clause from the Kar-
nataka Scheduled Caste Sub-
Plan and Scheduled Tribe
Sub-Plan (SCSPTSP). The
withdrawal of the clause will
now remove the Deemed Ex-
penditure criteria from all
departments, which need to
reserve 24.1% of their alloca-
tions towards the develop-

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Dec.8, 2023

ment of SCand ST communi-
ties. The same is scheduled to
be tabled at the ongoing win-
ter session and seek the assent
of both houses.

DKS case: Withdrawal of
probe sanction ratified

On Thursday, the state cabinet
also ratified the withdrawal
of the sanction given to the
CBI for investigating the dep-
uty chief minister DK Shiva-
kumar, in a disproportionate
assets case. The previous
cabinet had considered the
sanction ‘not in accordance
with the law’.

Z5k crore project approved
The state cabinet approved a
Rs 5,000 crore Karnataka
multi-sector disaster and cli-
mate resilience project with
World Bank assistance. While
the World Bank shall provide
Rs 3,500 crore, the state gov-
ernment will pay the rest. The
projects shall look at develop-
ment of rajakaluves, water
way front, STPs and WTPs.

Back to Contents
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CM calls for hard work amid
revenue shortfall fears

Siddaramaiah takes stock
of state’s tax revenues

Y

BENGALURU, DHNS

he impact of drought
I and global market fluc-
tuations on taxation has
raised fears of arevenue short-
fall in Karnataka with Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah asking
authorities to work harder to
meetthetargetsforthecurrent
fiscal, on Friday.

A revenue shortfall will be
bad news for Siddaramaiah,
the finance minister who has
to fund the five guaranteesthat
helped Congress storm to pow-

erinthestate.

On Friday, Siddaramaiah
took stock of the state’s tax
revenues. In the 2023-24 fis-
cal, the government wants to
earn Rs 1.82 lakh crore which
includes Commercial Taxes
(Rs 98,650 crore), Excise
(Rs 36,000 crore), Stamps
and Registration (Rs 25,000
crore), Transport (Rs 11,500
crore) and Mines and Geology
(Rs9,000 crore).

At the meeting, Siddara-
maiah was told that about Rs
1.10 lakh crore has been col-

Social welfare dept seeks

additional grants

Social Welfare Minister of hostels, procurement
DrHCMahadevappaon  ofnewequipmentand
Friday told ChiefMinister  other expenditures. While
Siddaramaiahthathisde-  Siddaramaiah agreed to
partment neededanaddi-  support the department,
tionalRs7,605.92 croreto  heisnotlikely to grant the
clear pendingbills,repair  entire amountsought.

lected so far. The government
did not reveal the exact num-
bers. Only the Transport De-
partmentis “on track” to meet
itsrevenue collection target, it
issaid.

“The revenue growth pro-
jection is quite optimistic. But
we are slightly falling short,” a
Finance Department official
said.

Drought in 223 out of 236
taluks has hit revenue collec-
tions, the official said.

“Then, itwaslate by the time
the government started func-
tioning from August after the
newbudgetwas passed. There
was a freeze order on works
and payments, which had an
impact on revenues,” the offi-
cial explained.

Karnataka is facing GST
lossesduetoafallin petroleum
and steel prices in the interna-
tional market. “Steel, forexam-
ple, has fallen from Rs 91,000
per tonne to Rs 61,000 per
tonne, which has led to GST
losses,” the official said.

The Mangalore Refinery
and Petrochemicals Limited
(MRPL) is one of Karnataka’s
top taxpayers. “Due to crude
oil prices falling, we have seen
amajor tax reduction,” the of-
ficial said.

It could be that the govern-
ment has fixed unrealistic rev-
enue targets. “But compared
with last year, the government
has collected Rs 12,000 crore
more,” the official said.

This fiscal, Siddaramaiah
has set aside Rs 39,815 crore
for the guarantees. Next year,
theywill cost Rs 52.000 crore.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Dec.2, 2023

State sets sight on 500 GW
green energy capacity by

Plans to augment capacity

of Pavagada solar plant

N B HOMBAL
BENGALURU, DHNS

ith the objective of
scaling up renewable
energy production

from present 16,322 MW ca-
pacity to 500 GW (5,00,000
MW) BY 2030, the state gov-
ernmenthas formedahigh-lev-
el committeeto oversee theim-
plementation of various green
energy projects.

The committee, headed
by the Karnataka Renewable
Energy Development Ltd.
(KREDL) former director
G V Balaram, would assist en-
ergy department in executin

some of theambitious projects
suchasBattery EnergyStorage
System (BESS), Pumped Hy-
dro-Storage Projects (PSPs),
National Mission Green Hydro-
gen/Ammonia, rooftop solar
projectsandmany othersinthe
statetoincreaserenewable en-
ergyproduction exponentially.

According to the document
accessed by the DH from the
energy department, the state
hasso fartapped 16,322 MW of
greenpower outofits potential
green energy production pro-
duction 0f1,55,074 MW.

“It has become imperative
forthestatetoreachthetarget

of producing 500 GW green _capaci

Afile photo of the solar park at Tirumani village

in Pavagada taluk of Tumakuru district.

energy by the end of 2030 to
meet the growing energy de-
mands of the state. In order to
achieve this, the state govern-
ment is planning to increase
the Pavagada solar power
plant’s capacity by adding 300
MW to its existing 2050 MW

state is also planning to set up
anew solar power plant with a
capacity of 2500 MW soon in
thestate,”thedocumentstates.

Itfurtherstated thatthe de-
partment was also looking to
setupaBattery Energy Storage
System (BESS)in the Pavagada

. Apart from this, the solar power plant.

2030

OnPSPs, thedocumentstat-
ed that the state has received
proposals by various compa-
nies for generating 7,830 MW
under the public-private-part-
nership model.

“Work is under progress to
setupa 2,000 MW PSP project
atSharavati,whilethestate has
decidedtopurchasel,000MW
of power from private entities
too,” the documentsaid.

The document maintained
that the state was planning to
bring as many as 4,29,588 ir-
rigation pump sets under the
ongoing PM Kusum scheme
thataims to providesolar pow-
erconnectivitytotheseIP sets.

“The department has al-
ready brought 38,782 irri-
gation pump sets under the
PM-Kusum ‘B’ scheme, while
under Phase 1 of the the PM
Kusum ‘C’ scheme, work has
commenced to bring 3,37,331
IPsetsunder thisnetwork,”the
document stated.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Dec.2, 2023
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Festive season boosts GST
collection by 15% in November

GYANENDRA KESHRI
NEW DELHI, DHNS

evenue collection from
RGoods and Services Tax
GST) in November
came in at Rs 1.68 lakh crore,
up 15% year-on-year, the high-
estannual growth so farin the
current financial year. Rev-
enues from domestic trans-
actions, including import of
services, surged by 20%.

The November figures,
however, were lower than the
Rs 1.72 lakh crore mop-up re-
cordedinthe previous month,
official datareleased on Friday
showed. It is for the sixth time
that the gross GST collection
has crossed Rs 1.60 lakh crore
mark in FY24. The highest
ever GST revenue collection
was recorded in April 2023
when it stood at Rs 1.87 lakh
crore.

“The upward trend in GST
collections continues as ex-
pected on the back of festive
seasonsand furtherincreasein
auditsand investigations. This

the remainder of this fiscal as
well,”said Pratik Jain, Partner
at PwCIndia.

Cumulative revenue collec-
tionfrom GSTin April-Novem-
ber period of the current fiscal
stands at Rs 13.32 lakh crore,
11.9% higher than the same pe-
riod lastyear,and averaging Rs
1.66 lakh per month.

Monthly GST collection in
KarnatakasurgedtoRs11,970
crore in November, posting a
year-on-year growth of 17%.
Revenue mop-up in Tamil

rashtra 18%, Gujarat 16%, and
Delhi17%.

“Thehealthy growthin GST
collections is enthusing, al-
thoughitmay partlyreflectthe
later onset of the festive season
this year,” said Aditi Nayar,
chief economist at ICRA.

Gunjan Prabhakaran, Part-
ner & Leader, Indirect Tax,
BDO India, expressed a sim-
ilar view. “One of the factors,
which contributed to the year
on year basis growth is the
delayed festive season in this

trend is likelx to continue for Nadu surged bx 20%i Maha- xeari”said Prabhakaran.
Source: Deccan Herald, p.12, Dec.2, 2023
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Centre cuts T798 cr
from Karnataka’s

IGST collection

TiMes News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Atatime when Kar-
nataka is reeling under fiscal
pressure due to severe drought
in the state and implementation
of Congress’ election guarantee
schemes, the Centre has deliv-
ered arude shock by deductinga
staggering Rs 798 crore from in-
tegrated goods and services tax
(IGST) collected in November.

IGST is a tax that must be
transferred from the state a prod-
uct originated in, to a destination
state, via the central government.
Karnataka’s total collection un-
der SGST, CGST and IGST for
November stands at Rs 11,970
crore, a17% growth compared to
the same month in 2022.

Karnataka was due to receive
Rs 3,600 crore from the central
government under IGST in No-
vember: But officials say the Cen-
tre claimed there has been “ex-
cess input tax credit” to the tune
of Rs 34,000 crore, which must be
deducted from both the Centre’s
and the states’ share of IGST.

Accordingly, while the Centre
will deduct Rs 17,000 crore from
its end, Rs 18,000 crore will be
deducted from states’ share.

“Of this, as afirst instalment,
Rs 9,000 crore has been deducted
from across the country with
Karnataka losing Rs 800 crore,”
said the government official.

Realising that the move could
create a huge hole in his balance
sheet for the state, chief minister
Siddaramaiah, who took stock of
the state’s fiscal situation on Fri-
day, wrote to Union finance min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman seek-
ing an explanation/clarification
as to why this deduction has hap-
pened “all of a sudden”.

In his letter, Siddaramaiah
has raised questions over the
Centre’s explanation under
what it calls “adjustment of ad-
vance apportionment to make
up shortfall in IGST balance as
on December 26, 2022".

Siddaramaiah has sought “in-
sights” into the rationale behind
the negative balance of Rs 34,000
crore, information on the total
amount of negative IGST bal-
ance and the methodology em-
ployed to distribute this amount

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Dec.2, 2023

Z1k crore more for

social welfare dept
Bengaluru: Chief minister

Siddaramaiah is said to have
promised the social welfare
department an additional fund of
Rs 1,000 crore towards Karnataka
Residential Educational Institutions
Society (KRIES) schools and to
address other pressing issues in
the department.

It is said the CM also promised
additional funds if required to
implement schemes that aimed at
uplifting SC and ST communities in
society and for their education.

The department is said to have
sought Rs 8,000 crore for the
welfare of SC and ST communities
under the SCP-TSP funds.

Meanwhile, CMO officials said
Siddaramaiah held back-to-back
review meetings with all revenue
generating departments in the
state and urged them to meet their
targets for the 2023-24 fiscal to
manage development and social
welfare schemes launched by the
Congress government.

He sought a timely review of all
the revenue generating avenues
and to implement them to speed up
the revenue collection time frame.
“The CM expects departments to
meet their targets by the end of the
fiscal year and we are likely to
meet them,” said an official. TNN

among states for recovery.

However, considering the
nationwide nature of the deduc-
tions, Siddaramaiah has also
placed a request in his letter to
deduct the excess input tax in
instalments.

“Given the pressing need for
resources and the potential
challenges associated with
lumpsum deductions, Karna-
taka earnestly requests the Un-
ion government to consider al-
lowing the deductions to be
made in instalments. We pro-
pose a phased approach, prefer-
ably in 10 instalments, to miti-
gate the immediate impact on
state finances,” the letter stated.

Finance department offi-
cials said, the state government
is seeking to pay the excess col-
lection in instalments of Rs 250-
Rs 300 crore each month.
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BTS 2023 concludes with 3.16 cr
online reach 50K footfall

GoK sngned3MoUs

launched gaming

accelerator during
the event

R S

ANJALI JAIN
BENGALURU, DHNS

he flagship annual tech
Tevent of the Silicon Valley

of the East concluded on
Friday, logging 3.16 virtual visi-
torsand afootfallof 50,000 expo
visitors over its three-day run.

Addressing the media, on
Friday, Karnataka’sIT, BT and
S&T minister Priyank Kharge,
pointed out thatthe Bengaluru
Tech Summit (BTS) 2023 saw
participation by 553 exhib-
itors, out of which 228 were
startups. In all 83 sessions
with 401 speakers via 5 tracks,
graced by by 4,773 registered
delegates, 18,592 registered
business visitors and 8,606
attendees.

The tracks encompassed
startups, biotech, deeptech
and 2 global innovation alli-
ance tracks with participants
from 20 countries including
Australia, Denmark, South
Korea, Japan, NRW City of
Dusseldorf, Thailand, British
Deputy High Commission, Fin-
land, Israel,and Russiaand 115
speakers.

“Wediscussed collaboration
and establishment of sector
specific corridors to catapult
our innovation ecosystems.
These corridors would help

knowledge sharingandskilling
and market access opportuni-
ties,” Kharge said. Overall, the
summit saw participation from
45 countries.

During the summit, the
Government of Karnataka
(GoK) signed three MoUs
with ecosystem partners. The
US-India Business Counciland
the Karnataka Innovation and
Technology Society (KITS),
Gok signed an MoU to bolster
collaboration and commu-
nication channels. An MoU
with Swissnex was also signed
to onboard Gok on the Indo
Swiss Innovation Platform that
aligns the countryin 3 focusar-
eas-health, sustainability and
digital transformation. Lastly,
an MoU was signed between
Opportunities New Brunswick
(ONB) and the Association of
Biotechnology LED Enter-
prises (ABLE) which is aimed
towards fostering technology
and technology based foreign
direct investment.

GoK also launched some
37 products from early stage
startups that encompassed a
wide array of tech solutions in
domains ranging from IT and
deep tech to cyber security,
gaming and healthcare,among

Focus on gaming

The IT & BT Ministry, which
organises the event each
year, used the summit as

a platform to launch draft
policies for animation, visual
effects, gaming and comics
(AVGC) and biotech.

On the last day of the sum-
mit, the state government
and online gaming platform
Games 24x7 jointly launched
GameTech Accelerate-The
Future of Gaming’, a gaming
accelerator that will be
used to foster innovation.
Through the accelerator,
Games24x7 will help identify
and mentor ventures offer-
ing innovative solutions and
connect them to investors
who are keen to back the
sector.

The accelerator will target
four key areas, namely new
games, real-time analytics,
telemetry & personalisation,
security and anti-cheating
measures and communi-
ty and social integration,
and a shortlist for the same
will be revealed during the
gaming, animation and VFX
(GAFX) event schedules for
January 29 next year, which
is also when the final AVGC

facilitate startug exchangei manxothers. Eolicxwill berevealed.
Source: Deccan Herald, p.12, Dec.2, 2023
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Jobs for locals:
The politics and
the economics

AMIT BASOLE

he Haryana State Employ-
Tment of Local Candidates Bill,

2020, which reserved 75% of
private-sector jobs paying less than
Rs 30,000 per month in the state for
local residents, was recently declared
unconstitutional by the High Court of
Punjab and Haryana. The court ob-
served that this would lead to “large-
scale similar state enactments...
putting up artificial walls throughout
the country, which the framers of the
Constitution had never envisaged.”
The court further observed that the
Bill curtailed the fundamental right
to earn livelihood. Such Billsin other
states such as Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh have also run into similar
troubles.

Much of the commentary on
‘jobs-for-locals’ type laws points to
constitutional problems, implemen-
tation difficulties or economic ineffi-
ciencies. These are legitimate points.
However, there are deeper structural
reasons behind such attempts which
should also be understood. These
include the weak capacity of the
Indian economy to create aspiration-
al jobs in adequate numbers, growing
divergence in income across Indian
states and the incentive structure of

Continued...

In 2022, 24% of young grauates
were unemployed. In pic, youth wait
atajob fair in Bikaner. pTi FILE PHOTO

competitive electoral politics. These
reasons have resulted in a political
solution to an economic problem that
is likely to be counter-productive.
First and foremost, growth
has been weakly connected to job
creation, particularly jobs thatare
aspirational in nature. As education
levels have risen over the past two
decades, we see that a larger fraction
of the workforce is willing to wait a
few years to see if they get a job that
matches their aspirations rather than
accepting the first offer that comes
along. This is reflected in high rates of
open unemployment among educat-
ed youth. For example, as of 2022-23,
the national unemployment rate for
youth with diplomas or degrees stood
at 24%. For Haryana, this reached
30%.
» Job availability, Page 2
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Coordinated policy interventions needed in labour market’s supply and demand

The hunger for better payingand more
secure as well as dignified employment
is also seen in the continued and vast
over-subscription to public sector jobs.
Simply put, available job opportunities
are not at par with the expectations of
potential workers.

But there are notable differences
acrossstates in thisrespect. This brings
ustothe second structural reason. The
disparities, large to begin with, have
become worse over time. For example,
around 20 years ago, near the begin-
ningofthe high growth period in 2004,
Haryana's per capita state domestic
product was around five times higher
than Bihar's.

By 2022, the gap had grown to more
than six times. Similarly, Gujarat was
four times as rich as Bihar in 2004 and
six times as rich by 2022, More system-
atic exercises by Arvind Subramanian
and others support the observation

of Hdl" vana's workforce was involved
egular wage work (as opposed to
mployed or in casua al la-

amere 9% for Bihar. hpemm at the
lowerend of theregular wage spectrum,
namely, jobs that pay a monthly salary
in the range of Rs 10,000 or 30,000
per month and include benefits like
PF, industrial states such as Haryana,
Gujarat, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu
have managed to create far more op-
portunities.

Labour migration
Itis such divergences that create the
pressure for inter-state migration.
Here, we also need to keep in mind
the nature of inter-state labour migra-
tion. Setting aside marriage-related
migration seen primarily in the case

lower end of the wage distribution in
manufacturing or in service industries
such as health and retail; and third,
longer-term migration for professional

,  salaried workin IT, banking, education,

healthetc.
Jobs-for-locals type

Pune) along with a large number of
smaller towns and villages that are
not growing rich nearly as fast. These
vergences, coupled with
state divergences mentioned
eate a difficult social and po-

targets the second type of migration.
For example, Haryana's law exempts
jobs that pay more than Rs 30,000
per month. And similarly, Karnataka's
attempt at such a law a few years ago
exempted the IT industry, which has
relatively m migrants.

Political impetus

Finally, we come to politics. Youth un-
tmplnymenl and a lack of aspirational
jobs have become a salient pol Imc;\l

guistically different states, tensions can
and do arise.

In this respect, the Indian subconti-
nent is more akin to Europe. Creating
a common labour market across eco-
nomically disparate and culturally di-

verse European nations has not proved

ployers, especially in industries such as
manufacturingor IT, are moving toare-
aswith better quality workers. Thereby,
theyaremore fundamentally testing the
notion of acommon national economy.

With the upcommg delimitation of
Lok Sabha

easy. India has the thatitisa

sand potential
hel

strong political unit. But that strength 2

canquicklybe testedif centrifugal forc-
es gather strength.
Protecting the local market from

issue in the country. In a

The bind is this. Local educated youth
may not ne want the low-end
jobs that su slation seeks to pro-
tect. But governments cannot protect
higher-end jobs as easilysince thisrisks
losing highly productive industries to
another state that does not put such
restrictions on employers.

But the complexity does not end

responsive etosuchcoreissues. Further,
local residents and voters count for
more than migrants without a uu
Going beyond the p i
many states also have
and linguistic identiti
sense of history. There is resentn “eu
inthefaceofalacko ){elfomnmmgrau
(say by learning the local language) on

,  market,

is an often-used econom-
ic policy move whose aim is generally
to allow domestic suppliers to become
competitive: -vis their foreign coun-
terparts. In context of the labour
ke “suppliers”in question are,
ofcourse, workers. Does a similar logic
to develop domestic capacity and skills
applyin this case? More work is needed
to investigate this.

In relatively disadvantaged areas,

such tensions
ther than see-

(hmk 1b0u( h 0w lh se incen
be used to narrow the gap bet nn
grant-sending and migrant- recewmg
states, and to quicken the overall pace
of job creation such that resentments
over stagnating prospects do not take
on more divisive tones. This brings us
back to the question of how to ensure
that growth creates more jobs. This is
doable, thoughitrequiresarangeof co-
ordinated policy interventions on both
supply and demand sides of the labour

that unlike China, in India, growth has
failed to generate convergence across
regions.

Thus, whatever job creation is oc-
curring seems to be concentrated in a
few states. For example. in 2004, 21%

of women, broadly, three type: e there. Sub-state regional inequalities
distinguished. First, short- circu-  mayalso play arole. States suchas Har-
lar) migration mostlyinindustriessuch  yana and Maharashtra appear to have
as construction and mostly for casual  highaverageincomes, but thishides the
fact tha u there are \{ wh:sh income,
h- h ik r

the part of avis lblvprmkged\\ rkmg where local workers face competition  market.
from better educated and trained in-mi-
grating workers, such protection can
buy the government some time to im-

prove the quality of its local workforce.

(Amit Basole is Professor of Econom-
ics and Head, Centre for Sustainable

wage work; second, longer-term mi- Employment. He is the lead author of

torelatively loy

wage work. Though

The hunger for better paying and more secure as well as dignified employment is also seen in
the continued and vast over-subscription to public sector jobs. Simply put, available job
opportunities are not at par with the expectations of potential workers.

But there are notable differences across states in this respect. This brings us to the second
structural reason. The disparities, large to begin with, have become worse over time. For
example, around 20 years ago, near the beginning of the high growth period in 2004, Haryana’s
per capita state domestic product was around five times higher than Bihar’s.

By 2022, the gap had grown to more than six times. Similarly, Gujarat was four times as rich
as Bihar in 2004 and six times as rich by 2022. More systematic exercises by Arvind
Subramanian and others support the observation that unlike China, in India, growth has failed
to generate convergence across regions.

Thus, whatever job creation is occurring seems to be concentrated in a few states. For example,
in 2004, 21% of Haryana’s workforce was involved in regular wage work (as opposed to being
self-employed or in casual labour). Compare this to Bihar’s 5% or the national average of 15%.
By 2022, this had risen to 39% for Haryana and a mere 9% for Bihar. Especially at the lower
end of the regular wage spectrum, namely, jobs that pay a monthly salary in the range of Rs
10,000 or 30,000 per month and include benefits like PF, industrial states such as Haryana,
Gujarat, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu have managed to create far more opportunities.

Labour migration

It is such divergences that create the pressure for inter-state migration. Here, we also need to
keep in mind the nature of inter-state labour migration. Setting aside marriage-related migration
seen primarily in the case of women, broadly, three types can be distinguished. First, short-
term (circular) migration mostly in industries such as construction and mostly for casual wage
work; second, longer-term migration for regular wage work at the lower end of the wage
distribution in manufacturing or in service industries such as health and retail; and third, longer-
term migration for professional salaried work in IT, banking, education, health etc.

Jobs-for-locals type legislation mostly targets the second type of migration. For example,
Haryana’s law exempts jobs that pay more than Rs 30,000 per month. And similarly,
Karnataka’s attempt at such a law a few years ago exempted the IT industry, which has
relatively more professional migrants. The bind is this. Local educated youth may not
necessarily want the low-end jobs that such legislation seeks to protect. But governments
cannot protect higher-end jobs as easily since these risks losing highly productive industries to
another state that does not put such restrictions on employers.

But the complexity does not end there. Sub-state regional inequalities may also play a role.
States such as Haryana and Maharashtra appear to have high average incomes, but this hides
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the fact that there are a few high-income, high-growth cities (like Gurgaon or Pune) along with
a large number of smaller towns and villages that are not growing rich nearly as fast. These
intra-state divergences, coupled with the cross-state divergences mentioned earlier, create a
difficult social and political situation.

Political impetus

Finally, we come to politics. Youth unemployment and a lack of aspirational jobs have become
a salient political issue in the country. In a competitive electoral system, politicians must seem
responsive to such core issues. Further, local residents and voters count for more than migrants
without a vote.

Going beyond the political system, many states also have strong regional and linguistic
identities, as well as a sense of history. There is resentment in the face of a lack of effort to
integrate (say by learning the local language) on the part of a visibly privileged working class
such as those in IT. Of course, the jobs-for-locals laws do not cover privileged workers and are
restricted to relatively lower-wage work. Though here too, when migration is across
linguistically different states, tensions can and do arise.

In this respect, the Indian subcontinent is more akin to Europe. Creating a common labour
market across economically disparate and culturally diverse European nations has not proved
easy. India has the advantage that it is a strong political unit. But that strength can quickly be
tested if centrifugal forces gather strength.

Protecting the local market from competition is an often-used economic policy move whose
aim is generally to allow domestic suppliers to become competitive vis-a-vis their foreign
counterparts. In the context of the labour market, the “suppliers” in question are, of course,
workers. Does a similar logic to develop domestic capacity and skills apply in this case? More
work is needed to investigate this.

In relatively disadvantaged areas, where local workers face competition from better educated
and trained in-migrating workers, such protection can buy the government some time to
improve the quality of its local workforce. But this comes at a cost. In this case, employers,
especially in industries such as manufacturing or IT, are moving to areas with better quality
workers. Thereby, they are more fundamentally testing the notion of a common national
economy.

With the upcoming delimitation of Lok Sabha constituencies and potential disagreements
between the low-fertility and high-fertility states, such tensions can get heightened. Rather than
seeing politics as a problem, it is better to think about how these incentives can be used to
narrow the gap between migrant-sending and migrant-receiving states, and to quicken the
overall pace of job creation such that resentments over stagnating prospects do not take on
more divisive tones. This brings us back to the question of how to ensure that growth creates
more jobs. This is doable, though it requires a range of coordinated policy interventions on
both supply and demand sides of the labour market.

(Amit Basole is Professor of Economics and Head, Centre for Sustainable Employment. He is
the lead author of the ‘State of Working India’ report.)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&2, Dec.3, 2023
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KSDL to launch new
soaps, aims to expand its
presence in north India

The 107-year-old Karnataka PSU will launch its new products this month

Nagesh Prabhu
BENGALURU

he State-run Karna-
I taka Soaps and De-
tergents Ltd.

(KSDL) is all set to diversify
its portfolio by launching
new popular soap pro-
ducts to expand its foot-
print in north Indian
market.

The 107-year-old PSU
will launch its new pro-
ducts, including Mysore
Sandal Aqua, mineral
packaged drinking water
bottles, this month.

A decision to launch
new popular soaps cater-
ing to the demand and re-
quirements of the com-
mon people in north
Indian States was taken at a
high-level meeting of
KSDL, chaired by Minister
for Large Industries, M.B.
Patil, recently.

In the soap category, the
new products include My-
sore Sandal Wave Turmer-
ic, Mysore Sandal Wave
Lime, and Mysore Sandal
Wave Deo.

The gel category pro-
ducts include Mysore San-
dal Shower Gel, Mysore
Sandal Gold Shower Gel,
and Mysore Sandal Millen-
nium Shower Gel. It will al-
so launch a Transparent
Bathing Bar. All these pro-
ducts are likely to chal-
lenge the existing players
in the north Indian market.

The Mysore Sandal
Aqua is produced at the

The KSDL market, which is around 81%, is largely confined to the southern States of Karnataka, Andhra

Millennium

SUPER PREMIUM SOAP

Pradesh, Telangana, and Tamil Nadu. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

KSDL plant in Shivamogga.

While Mysore Sandal
Wave Turmeric soap is
made of high quality veget-
able oils and natural tur-
meric, Mysore Sandal
Wave Lime soap is formu-
lated with a unique combi-
nation of deodorant and
refreshing lime fragrances.
Mysore Sandal Wave Deo
soap is formulated with a
rich spicy and minty
fragrance.

Scented candles
It will also launch scented
candles. The shower gel
products are largely for the
youth, a KSDL official said.
The company, known
for its soap based on pure
sandalwood oil, is all set to
launch its own super pre-
mium bath soap, Mysore
Sandal Millennium Gold.
The 100 gm soap is likely to
be priced at %1,000. The
soap would be sold in
shops at airports.

Source: The Hindu, p.9, Dec. 4, 2023

With the launch of My-
sore Sandal Millennium
Gold, KSDL, which is
known world over for its
pure sandalwood oil based
toilet soaps, hopes to
further increase its market
share in the luxury bath
soap market.

Mr. Patil has decided to
target the north Indian
States market because the
KSDL market share in
north India was just 2.5%
at present. The KSDL mar-
ket (81%) is largely con-
fined to the South Indian
States of Karnataka, And-
hra Pradesh, Telangana,
and Tamil Nadu.

It has proposed to set up
more of its own outlets in
Bengaluru city and other
parts of Karnataka. Soaps
alone contribute more
than 90% of the revenue to
the company.

After the Lokayukta’s
raids on KSDL office
during the BJP govern-
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ment in connection with
alleged financial irregulari-
ties, the PSU has moved on
and decided to chart out its
own pan-India strategy.
Currently, KSDL produces
more than 50 different
products, including soaps,
detergents, agarbathis,
cosmetics and handwash.

Under the guidance of
the Minister, the KSDL ad-
ministration, led by IFoS
officer Prashanth P.K.M.,
has introduced several
measures to increase the
work productivity of 1,860
employees by increasing
the shifts.

The production has in-
creased from 100 tonnes to
125 tonnes per day in the
last few months.

The PSU is expected to
reach a turnover of 32,000
crore in 2023-24. It record-
ed a turnover of 1,400
crore in 2022-23 as against
%1104 crore in 2021-22, an
increase of 25%.



Curtail unnecessary
expenditure: Siddaramaiah

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

Directing the officials to en-
sure that drought relief an-
nounced by the State Go-
vernment reaches farmers
in a week, Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah on
Wednesday asked officials
to curtail unnecessary ex-
penditure and prepare a
comprehensive  estimate
while formulating the ten-
der document.

“Revised estimate is
causing cost overruns for
the projects,” he lamented,
adding that guidelines in
this regard were in final
stage of preparation.

“The departments
should study the adminis-
trative reforms committee’s
report to improve non-tax
revenues,” he said, at a
meeting of 65 top bureau-
crats in the State here on
Wednesday.

Stating that of the 143 an-
nouncements in the Bud-
get, the Government Order
has been issued for imple-
mentation of 83 and the
others will be issued soon.
He also directed officials to
take steps to sort out the
violation of court orders by
various departments, and
to address technical glitch-
es in implementing guaran-
tee schemes soon.

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Dec. 7, 2023

22



Cabinet to discuss scrapping Section 7D
to prevent diversion of SC, ST funds

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

The State Cabinet that is
meeting in Belagavi on
Thursday is likely to take a
decision on scrapping
provision Section 7D in
the Karnataka Scheduled
Castes Sub-Plan and Tri-

bal Sub-Plan (Planning,
Allocation, and Utilisation
of Financial Resources)
Act, 2013, that entails
deemed expenditure.
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah had earlier an-
nounced that the deemed
expenditure  provision
would be withdrawn as

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Dec. 7, 2023

the allocation to SC/ST
communities had been di-
verted citing the provi-
sion, and various factions
of Dalit Sangharsha Samiti
too had demanded with-
drawal of the provision.
“In the last fiscal alone,
the BJP government di-
verted 10,000 crore, mis-

using the deemed expen-
diture clause. In all, about
320,000 crore has been
diverted in the last three
years,” sources said. The
major diversions have ta-
ken place in water re-
sources, minor irrigation,
public works, and reve-
nue departments.

‘Centre yet to release special grant
recommended by Finance Commission’

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

The Union government’s fi-
nancial grant to Karnataka
under the Centrally-spon-
sored scheme and as GST
compensation has come
down to ¥40,000 crore in
the past five years, Reve-
nue Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda told the Legislative
Council on Thursday.
Replying to a question
by member U.B. Venkatesh
during Question Hour, the
Minister said the %11,495-
crore special grant recom-
mended by the Finance
Commission to the State

Central grants received by Karnataka

Year Centrally-sponsored | Social security
schemes (in % crore) schemes (in ¥ crore)

2018-19 982 oo 522 llllllllllllllllllllllllllll

2019-20 11,868 522

r01 oas o

2021-22 12,176 494

2022-23 17,960 447

In addition, Karnataka received 4,435 crore in 2022-23 as Finance
Commission grant and SDRF/NDRF grant

Source: Answer given to a starred question by U.B. Venkatesh in the Legislative Council

and the GST compensation
is yet to be received.

Mr. Gowda said the vol-
ume of Karnataka’s annual
Budget is increasing every
year. At the same time, the

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Dec. 8, 2023
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State’s share in the Central
revenue is also on the rise.
“When compared to the in-
creasing volume of Karna-
taka’s Budget, the grant
which is due to the State

from the Centre has come
down,” he said adding that
it has hit the revenue of the
State. He said the State had
received grants for some
Centrally-sponsored
schemes while it is yet to
get the fund for some of its
schemes.

Mr. Gowda, who replied
on behalf of Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, said the CM
wrote to the Union govern-
ment on August 19, Octob-
er 6, and November 27 ask-
ing it to release the Finance
Commission’s special
grant, GST compensation,
and disaster relief due to
Karnataka.



K’taka plans big stamp duty hike,
exempts property transactions

Presents Bill; Hikes
More Than Double
In Some Categories

Times News NETWORK

Belagavi: In a move that co-
uld impact the cost of legal
transactions, the state go-
vernment presented a bill in
the legislative assembly on
Thursday, seeking to amend
stamp duties, with the aim to
broaden the collection base
and increase revenue — bar-
ring property transactions.
The proposed amend-
ment entails a substantial
revision in non-registrable
stamp duty rates that are
set to increase by more than
double in certain cases
across different categories
of legal documents, such as
adoption, rental or lease
agreements, divorce papers,

Continued...

ENROLMENT CERT 2K

Existing 5
Document et Revised

Adoption
deed 3500 | 21,000
Afﬁflavit 220 | %100
Enrolment
certificate | 3200 | ¥2,000
Divorce 2100 | 2500
Power of
attorney | 100 | %500
Trusts 21,000 | 22,000

Source: State revenue dept

Excess fees: Govt
bails out BBMP

he state Thursday bailed

out BBMP fromrepaying
nearly Rs 2,500 crore to
developers fromwhomithad
collected about 25% excess
feesand cess. Aretrospective
clause will be introduced in the
BBMP Act to facilitate this
payout by the government.P 4

transfer of shares, and po-
wer of attorney.

The revision in stamp du-
ty rates, which haveremained
the samefor 53 years, is expec-
ted tocome intoeffectfrom Ja-
nuary 1, sources said.

The proposed increase is
maximum in case of enrol-
ment certificates, where
stamp duties could goup from
the current Rs 500 to Rs 2,000.
Most significantly, bank gua-
rantees stand to be affected by
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the proposed change that will
impact a slew of other agree-
ments as well, such as mort-
gage deeds, limited liability
partnerships, certified copies
of documents, and other cont-
ractual arrangements. Offici-
als said Karnataka current-
ly ranks fourth nationally in
terms of revenue generated
from stamp duty and regi-
stration charges (SD&RCs).

» ‘Aims to simplify’,P 4



Bill aims to simplify
duty structure: Min

» Continued from page 1

documents

on-registrable
N contribute only 11.3% to the

total stamp duty revenue of
Rs 2,027 crore. With the proposed
revision, the government aims to
generate more than Rs 4,000 crore
annually from non-registrable
documents, thereby contributing
significantly to the overall target
of Rs 25,000 crore, that includes
stamp duties and registrations, for

the 2023-24 fiscal.

For property partitions con-
verted for non-agricultural pur-
poses, the proposed escalation is
anticipated to surge from Rs 1,000
per share to Rs 5,000 per share in

urban areas.

For agricultural property par-
titions, stamp duty has been pro-
posed to be raised from Rs 250 per
share to Rs1,000 per share.

Stamp duty for certified copies
has been proposed to be raised
from Rs 5 per copy to Rs 20, while
those that are currently available
for Rs10 will cost Rs 50. Stamp duty
for divorce papers, currently set at
Rs 100, is set to be Rs 500.

Priyank Kharge, minister for
rural development and panchayat
rajand IT, BT, presented the bill on
behalf of revenue minister Krish-
na Byregowda in the assembly.
Kharge said the proposed increase
aims to address ambiguities and
simplify the current duty struc-
ture, eliminating multiple slabs.

Source: The Times of India, p.1& 4, Dec. 8, 2023

Minister raises concern over drastic drop in central aid

Times News Network

Belagavi: The state govern-
ment on Thursday expressed
concern over a significant de-
cline in central assistance to
Karnataka, indicating finan-
cial strain. Responding to Con-
gress member UB Venkatesh'’s
query in the legislative coun-
cil, revenue minister Krishna
Byregowda said the assistance
has decreased from 23% in the
2016-17 fiscal year to 17% in

2023. Byregowda highlighted
that Karnataka’s estimated
budget for the current fiscal
year is Rs 56,000 crore com-
pared to Rs 30,000 crore in
2016-17. Despite the substan-
tial increase in the overall
budget from Rs 11akh crore to
Rs 3 lakh crore during this
period, the central assistance
has not proportionally risen,
causing a deficit of Rs 20,000
crore, he said.

The minister also pointed

out that the Centre is yet to
disburse special grants recom-
mended by the 14th Finance
Commission to the 15th Fi-
nance Commission, totalling
Rs 5,495 crore, along with an
additional interim order for
grants amounting to Rs 6,000
crore. The Centre has asserted
that these funds will be consid-
ered post the final order by the
Finance Commission.
Moreover, the minister
pointed out the pending GST

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Dec. 8, 2023
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compensation of Rs 1,141 crore
for 2022. Out of the allocated Rs
2,333 crore, the state has re-
ceived only Rs 1,191 crore.

As of now, the central gov-
ernment has released a grant
of Rs 10,337 crore for centrally
sponsored schemes, with no
funds allocated towards social
security schemes. Byregowda
emphasized that securing the
pending grants is crucial to
alleviating the financial stress
faced by Karnataka.




K'taka sees 44.1k cr GST evasion
In four years; only 20% recovered

Photo for representation

Recovery Low
Due to Long
Adjudication

Time: Official

Chethan.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Between April
2019 and October 2023, central
tax officials detected GST
evasion to the tune of Rs
44,170 crore in Karnataka,
leading to the arrest of at
least 30 people. However, re-
covery remains at only Rs
9,187 crore, accounting for on-
1y 20% of the evaded amount.

As per data from the min-
istry of finance, detection
and recovery by the central
tax administration was irre-
spective of the administra-
tive jurisdiction of the regis-
trants, which means the er-
rant registrants included
both those that come under
the Centre as well as the state
authorities.

Accordingto the ministry,
efforts are undertaken to
curb evasion in GST with the
help of inputs from the direc-
torate general of analytics
and  risk management
(DGARM). Further, the direc-
torate general of GST intelli-
gence (DGGI) and central
GST field formations have
initiated various measures,
including checking evasion
through the e-way bill mecha-
nism and taking action on
specific intelligence.

Of the Rs 44,170 crore eva-
sion, Rs5,043 crore wasfor the
period between April 1, 2023
and October 31, 2023, while
the highest evasion (Rs
25,839 crore) was recorded in
2022-23. So far as recovery
goes, the first seven months
of the current fiscal saw Rs
612.1 crore, and the highest
(Rs 4,435 crore) was in 2021-
22.1In2021-22, theadministra-
tion managed torecover 76 %
of the Rs 5,850 crore said to
have been evaded.

A Karnataka commercial
taxes official told TOI: “This
data pertains only to enforce-
ment by the central adminis-
tration guided by the Central
GST Act. Issues pertaining to
recovery remain more or less
thesame. Thereisalongadju-

dication processthatoftende-
lays recovery and in several
cases, the initial estimation
of evasion is not the same at
the end of adjudication as the
assessee or registrant would
have furnished documents in
some cases and the final
amount liable for penalty or
recovery reduces.”

The official said there has
been amore efficient enforce-
mentdrive both at the central
and state level with special fo-
cus on organised rackets and
that several surprise raids
are carried out based on spe-
cific intelligence too.

Nationally, the authority
detected GST evasion worth
over Rs 4.4 lakh crore, of
which Rs 1.1 lakh crore or
about 25% has been reco-
vered. In Maharashtra, re-
covery stands at only 19%,
while itisaround 28% in Del-
hi. In two other big states,
Gujarat and Tamil Nadu, re-
covery stood at 25% and
39.8%, respectively.

Recovery is by and large
less than 50% in most states
and union territories for all
of the said years with expec-
tations recorded in some
states ina year or two.

TRACKING CASH FLOW

(_______2l.1lakhcr]
Maharashtra -
321,662.2 cr
[ 244,170 cr
Kamataka 29,187 cr

aijinat @- 238,256 cr
W 29,557 cr
. [ 225,537 cr
Delhi @I 27,280 cr

: W 212,449 cr
Tamil Nadu 24,963 cr
All India* 24.4 lakh cr
I <1 lakh cr
170 cr
IN KARNATAKA
MM Evasion Detected EMRecovered Amount MM Arrests

325,839 cr

[12]

5,850 czr
21,705 cr
2022-23

3612 cr
2023-24#

2632 cr
2021-22 2020-21 2019-20 Total

Source: Finance ministry | Figures rounded off | *Includes all other states | #Up to Oct

Source: The Times of India, p.5, Dec. 8, 2023
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At %4.8k crore, Karnataka’s mop-up
from tax defaulters doubles this yr

Chethan.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The state com-
mercial taxes department
has collected Rs 4,798 crore
between April 1, 2023 and No-
vember 30, 2023, from defaul-
ters. It is more than double
the amount it had collected
during the same period in the
previous fiscal.

Commercial taxes com-
missioner Shikha C said:
“We've encountered various
tax-evading methods and the
department has been aggres-
sive in curbing evasion. The
increase in collection this year
isonly areflection of that.”

She said in November, a
probe, targeting over 86 deal-
ers in the iron and steel and
scrap sector based out of Ben-
galuru and its peripheral ar-
eas, revealed a web of fraudu-

lent activities and a case in-
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Enforcement  Scrutiny

volving fake input tax credit
(ITC)availment by taxpayers.

“The method employed
was systematic availing of
ITC from dealers whose reg-
istrations have been suspend-
ed and cancelled. These enti-
ties were found availing ITC
from dealers whose estab-
lishments don’t exist. There
were instances of availing
ITC from dealers who had ob-
tained registration using

Adjudication

2022-23* 2023-24*

Total
Total
34,798
“RUA
g The department has been
aggressive in curbing
evasion and this resulted
in increase in collection
Source: State commercial taxes
dept | *April 1 to Nov 30

fraudulent documents,” she
said. The total turnover im-
plicated in the elaborate
scheme wasRs352crore, with
fake ITC involved estimated
atRs64crore.

In another operation, the
vigilance wing conducted
searches in Hoskote, Benga-
luru Rural and unearthed a
trick adopted by some hote-
lierstoevade GST.

“Searches were made by a

Source: The Times of India, p.5, Dec. 8, 2023

27

team of 50 officers on busi-
ness premises and residenc-
es of hoteliers who were
mainly engaged in supply of
biryani. The modus operandi
involved receiving payments
by using numerous UPI ac-
counts (in addition to cash)
and constantly changing the
UPI accounts, so that the ac-
tual turnovers are sup-
pressed and taxes are evad-
ed,” the department stated.

The Rs 4,798 crore collec-
tion this year comes from en-
forcement (bringing more
under the tax net and ensur-
ing those already there don’t
evade), scrutiny (analysis of
those paying taxes to detect
evasion and then recover)
and adjudication (matters
that have been settled by a
competent authority). For
the same period in 2022-23,
the department had collected
Rs 2,160 crore.

Back to Contents




Whyamend
varsity Act?

Cosmeticpolicy
changes for
political gains will
further worsen
the state of
state varsities

S K SAIDAPUR

n recent days, we have
Iheard that the Karnataka

governmentis planning to
amend the KSU Act, ostensi-
bly for greater control overits
varsities and the authority to
appoint faculty. The govern-
ment already appoints Vice
Chancellors, Registrars, and
Registrar Evaluation, the
three prime administrative
roles. It nominates members
of the governing bodies, such
as the Syndicate, Executive
Committee, or Board of Man-
agement. Therefore, enough
powersand privileges already
rest with the state govern-
ment, yet there’s a push for
more control. Only a few vice
chancellors, with courage
and integrity, resist political
pressures. Therefore, it is
puzzlingwhy the government
machinery seeks greater
control over universities and
higher education.

It is common knowledge
that most state universities
arealreadyin badshape. One
fails to understand why an
education minister should
opttopreside overthefurther
deterioration of these institu-
tions. Instead, why not think of
rejuvenating thestateuniver-
sities witha clearand focused
vision to make them at least
on par with the best premier
institutions like the ITTs, IISc,
and good central universities?
Inthegivensituations, we can-
notimagineelevating ouruni-
versitiesto thelevel of globally
acclaimed ones.

To justify theamendments,
first the government should
come out with a preamble
defining the purpose, strate-
gies, and expected outcome.
Firstly, foreseenamendments
shouldhelptheresurrectionof
alreadyailing universities, the
closingdown ofunviableones,
the restructuring of some of
them, or the start of new ones
with specific focuses. For in-
stance, ifawomen’suniversity
offers women-centric courses
ratherthan traditional onesal-
readyavailableinotherinstitu-
tions, itcanmakewomen easily
employableorentrepreneurs.
Secondly, certain universities
(for language, music, folklore,
etc.)startedinthe pastneedin-
trospection for their academ-
ic usefulness and outcome.
Thirdly, future amendments
should serve to facilitate the
recruitment of worthy fac-
ulty and the avoidance of in-
breeding. Fourthly, a larger
objective of education should
be to promote i) cross-cultur-
al hybridization by admitting
students on a pan-India basis,
ii) nationalism, andiii)societal
harmony. Amendments make
sense only when they meet
such objectives.

Ideally, the government

should commission a white Education Academy, Dharwad)

paper on ‘why and how’ our
once-good universities have
progressively deteriorated
rather than reaching zenith
and academic excellence and
suggest corrective measures
needed to raise the status of
each university in the state.
Such a paper, prepared me-
ticulously based on harsh re-
alitiesand in consultationwith
stakeholders, can become an
evocative and guiding phi-
losophy for uplifting quality
higher education.

A vision document as out-
lined above can serve as a
game changer and enable
amendments of great sig-
nificance, lest it be a futile
exercise. Tampering the ex-
isting Act with myopic vision
will serve no useful purpose.
Framing rules should lead
to their implementation to
forestall chaos. For example,
unbridled encroachment of
roadsides by street hawkers
and the use of pavements for
vehicle parking are glaringly
visible, and they horrifyingly
force pedestrians, including
children, the elderly, and
physically challenged per-
sons, to mingle with all-time
unruly vehicular traffic and
risk their lives. Itis the result
of callousdisregard for theim-
plementation of rules by the
concerned district adminis-
tration. Incidentally, any gov-
ernment capable of freeing
roadsides for the rightful use
of pedestrians can potentially
becomeimmortal by winning
citizens’appreciation.

Briefly, cosmetic changes
in the KSU Act (or scrapping
NEP-2020 totally) to have
undue control over theeduca-
tionsectormayserve political
interest in the short term but
are sure to create a quagmire
that may haunt the state for
a long time. Hedging the es-
sence of the new education
policy will be a misstep and
an injustice to the people of
Karnataka. Instead, the policy
canberefined toincludenovel
elements. Amending the KSU
Act or belittling the NEP-
2020 purely on political con-
siderations will be of no avail.
Besides, there is a difference
between exaggerating faults
and being misleading.

A meaningful revamp of
the whole education system
is unavoidable in the light of
unfailingly technology-driven
disruption of jobs, especially
afterIR4.0and ever-growing
global pressures. Political con-
veniencesserve politicalends.
Academicconcernsandsteps
toensurethesecurityof future
generations depend on the
quality of higher education,
which calls for institutional
autonomyandaccountability.
Without first giving freedom
and flexibility, people and in-
stitutions will onlyremain un-
accountable. It makes sense
forthe government toremain
afacilitatorand nota control-
ler of the education system. Is
the state government willing
to take controland remainac-
countable instead of leaving
these to academicians?

(Thewriterisaformer VC
and Founder Director of
Karnataka State Higher

EDUCATION

In recent days, we have heard that the Karnataka government is
planning to amend the KSU Act, ostensibly for greater control
over its varsities and the authority to appoint faculty. The
government already appoints Vice Chancellors, Registrars, and
Registrar Evaluation, the three prime administrative roles. It
nominates members of the governing bodies, such as the
Syndicate, Executive Committee, or Board of Management.
Therefore, enough powers and privileges already rest with the
state government, yet there’s a push for more control. Only a few
vice chancellors, with courage and integrity, resist political
pressures. Therefore, it is puzzling why the government
machinery seeks greater control over universities and higher
education.

It is common knowledge that most state universities are already
in bad shape. One fails to understand why an education minister
should opt to preside over the further deterioration of these
institutions. Instead, why not think of rejuvenating the state
universities with a clear and focused vision to make them at least
on par with the best premier institutions like the IITs, 11Sc, and
good central universities? In the given situations, we cannot
imagine elevating our universities to the level of globally
acclaimed ones.

To justify the amendments, first the government should come out
with a preamble defining the purpose, strategies, and expected
outcome. Firstly, foreseen amendments should help the
resurrection of already ailing universities, the closing down of
unviable ones, the restructuring of some of them, or the start of
new ones with specific focuses. For instance, if a women’s
university offers women-centric courses rather than traditional
ones already available in other institutions, it can make women
easily employable or entrepreneurs. Secondly, certain
universities (for language, music, folklore, etc.) started in the past
need introspection for their academic usefulness and outcome.
Thirdly, future amendments should serve to facilitate the
recruitment of worthy faculty and the avoidance of inbreeding.
Fourthly, a larger objective of education should be to promote i)
cross-cultural hybridization by admitting students on a pan-India
basis, ii) nationalism, and iii) societal harmony. Amendments
make sense only when they meet such objectives.

Ideally, the government should commission a white paper on
‘why and how’ our once-good universities have progressively
deteriorated rather than reaching zenith and academic excellence
and suggest corrective measures needed to raise the status of each
university in the state. Such a paper, prepared meticulously based
on harsh realities and in consultation with stakeholders, can
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become an evocative and guiding philosophy for uplifting quality higher education.

A vision document as outlined above can serve as a game changer and enable amendments of
great significance, lest it be a futile exercise. Tampering the existing Act with myopic vision
will serve no useful purpose. Framing rules should lead to their implementation to forestall
chaos. For example, unbridled encroachment of roadsides by street hawkers and the use of
pavements for vehicle parking are glaringly visible, and they horrifyingly force pedestrians,
including children, the elderly, and physically challenged persons, to mingle with all-time
unruly vehicular traffic and risk their lives. It is the result of callous disregard for the
implementation of rules by the concerned district administration. Incidentally, any government
capable of freeing roadsides for the rightful use of pedestrians can potentially become immortal
by winning citizens’ appreciation.

Briefly, cosmetic changes in the KSU Act (or scrapping NEP-2020 totally) to have undue
control over the education sector may serve political interest in the short term but are sure to
create a quagmire that may haunt the state for a long time. Hedging the essence of the new
education policy will be a misstep and an injustice to the people of Karnataka. Instead, the
policy can be refined to include novel elements. Amending the KSU Act or belittling the NEP-
2020 purely on political considerations will be of no avail. Besides, there is a difference
between exaggerating faults and being misleading.

A meaningful revamp of the whole education system is unavoidable in the light of unfailingly
technology-driven disruption of jobs, especially after IR 4.0 and ever-growing global pressures.
Political conveniences serve political ends. Academic concerns and steps to ensure the security
of future generations depend on the quality of higher education, which calls for institutional
autonomy and accountability. Without first giving freedom and flexibility, people and
institutions will only remain unaccountable. It makes sense for the government to remain a
facilitator and not a controller of the education system. Is the state government willing to take
control and remain accountable instead of leaving these to academicians?

(The writer is a former VC and Founder Director of Karnataka State Higher Education
Academy, Dharwad)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.8, Dec.2, 2023
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TRYSTWITH
TEACHING
ATSIXTY

Formerartcritic Bansie Vasvani
describes the triumphs and setbacks of
teaching English ata governmentand
aprivate school in Bengaluru

ffanarrow street
filled with honk-
ing. scooters,
|cycles. hawkers,
sand

Indian language, which makes it that
much more difficult to master. More
nlanmn;,ly ro(elcarmnx.mmdkss

d and gmual listless-

pedestrians, the
somewhat newly
minted (2019) school
Tenteris wild with
jostling kids. Itis
lunch time. A tiny quad serves as their
playground where they expend their
pent-up energy before returning to
their afternoon clas
Afew of my 4th graders in the
Kannada-to-English medium school
grabmy hand and usher me into their
classroom, as if I might change my
mind and leave, Their classroom is
crammed with furniture, A stainless
E ‘L| cupboard, two large wooden
ks

a \mLI\ of broken pl.mu. tables com-
pete for space with a few worn metal
benches, and faded, rickety preschool
furniture, donated many years ago.

Small, cage-like windows remain
mostly shut to keep out dust and fumes
spewing from periodic bonfires of
debris in the adjoining compound.
The room feels hot and oppressive.
But we settle in despite these minor
inconveniences. I find my spoton the
teacher’s chair and resume my daily
venture — teaching conversational and
written English in government schools
that cater mostly to children from
urban slums.

Galleries to classrooms
It's along way from New York where

I have spent my entire adult life, My
short ¢ asawandering art critic
covering biennales all over the world
had lost its charm, Deciphering the
visual impact of aston g but often
obscure art just couldn’t fill a void.

I'wasat the cusp of turning 60, and
I knew there was something more |
wanted. The abrupt halt in travel dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic spurred the
need to explore a different avenue. It
brought me back to Bengaluru where |
grew up and went to school.

I'was prompted by recurring child-
hood memories of g remand
homes and schools in Kolhapur. They
were built for the underprivileged by
my grandmother in the 50s and 60s. 1
felt compelled to joinan NGO that ran
English classes in Tamil and Kannada
medium government schools, along-
side an after-school programme.

Housed in fairly large compounds,
with red oxide floors and gable roofs,
these decrepit schools offered little to
no proper education in English. In the
surrounding area, boys between the
ages of 10and 24 spend their after-
noons gambling. Butmy wide-eyed
students with dishevelled hair were
clamouring to learn.

Filling the g:dp
Ihad never imagined returning to In-

dia and disrupting a perfectly comfort-
able life in New York with my husband
and son. But the long tradition of social
work in my family, which began with
my great grandfather, had finally come
to pass. | knew thisis where I belonged.
The initial groundwork acquired

while volunteering with NGOs re-
vealed a glaring lacuna in basic educa-
tion for the disadvantaged. I found that
luc.\li n;,hsh pukm;,tv.lghtrs with

poo of the
mmd boggling rules and exceptions m
nmar could not surmount this hur-
dle. The syntax in English is unlike any

ness shmuds the method of education
for first-generation learners.

I'm consumed by my new-found
initiative. I divide my day between a
private low-income school, and a gov-
ernment school where children from
the poorest backgrounds come for free
education.

Tough audience
My morning routine with the 8th and
9th graders in the low-income school
has taken some getting used to. They
are overwhelmed with zealous
mi n to achieve English competen-
cy. My attempt to institute the tried
and true method of drill and practice
to teach tenses and sentence structure
is met with groans, and loud murmurs
of rebellion. Quite preposterously, I ex-
pect 52 unsuspecting students packed
inastuffy room to engage.
Much like a deluded Henry Higgins,
I have set myself up with a roomful of
who want to do litt
dea of speaking is to commu-
they are puz ed by why their
est to “off the fan," is not accept-
able. “Mines ma'am,” Dhiraj proclaims
loudly, indicative of ownership. They
have had it with my strange sounding
pronunciations, and corrections. |
try to explain the value of syntax in
language learning by slipping into
Kannada, the language most of them
are familiar with. Butitis a poor effort,
because my Kannada is basic and shab-
by. They guffaw, yet imagine that my
vulnerability at speaking a language
they are comfortable with has helped
explain my point.
Onatypical day, it takes at least
10 minutes of my 40-minute class to
get my 8th grade students tosettle
in. Every morning is a social fest, no
matter that lhey have parted company
)ust the previous evening. A new acqui-
on like a pen must be brandished,
n pubescent jockeying keeps
them going. Once they calm down, I
notice that their bulging backpacks
sit right next to each one of them like
feckless sentries. Nothing will separate
them from their bags. Pilfering is rife
I'm told. Yet, despite the vigilance over
their belongings, many children like
Imran scramble for a pen and basic
stationery every morning.

Need for libraries
Learning an unfamiliar language can
be very strenuous, For students like
Prameet and Shanaz, English remains
anundecipherable foreign language.
Atthe parent-teacher meetings, their
parents worry about their lack of ex-
posure to proper English. I lament the
absence of good school libraries which
obscures the joy of discovering the
English language from these students.
The aftermath of the pandemic
has magnified slow learners'initial
struggle with English, such that 8th
grade students are performing at 4th
grade-level. For Pranay, for instance,
most of the subjects are a blur. He sim-
ply cannot follow the class. Drumming
the desk, distracting his neighbours,
and invariably m\nmnng a shnvmg
match is his mod
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what I mean by fleshing out answers.
Sequencing and chronology come
easily to her. She s the ILqurcvcrynnu
turnsto when I ask a series of questions
ss. “I watch American YouTube
ol e confesses proudly. Such
ingenuity is truly heartwarming on
particularly distressing days.

Differentlevels

Each class is composed of students
atdramatically different levels of
learning. I have become obsessed with
finding a meaningful way to help each
group. After basic oral drill work, my

students use cues from the board to
write their own answers, At first this
method of performing independently
was too new, and daunting, After
fumbling and blindly copying from
each other, they have come around

sure ma'am?,” they are incredulous
with both fear and glee, because I have
entrusted them with their own work.
When cajoling does not work, I
resort to the conventional technique of
delivering threats. Prajitha had failed
inher unit test. She begged me to give
her an extra mark to pass. She did not
wantto draw her mother's wrath. I
promised I would not report her to her
mother on the condition that she came
to my daily morning tutorial. Though
fear is the worst form of persuasion,
Tobserved this indifferent, oft
negligent, student turninto a
one. The adage, “different strokes
different folks", couldn’t have resonat-
ed more clearly in this situation.
Thes pur.ldlccx ement of
inter-school competitions brings
about a discernible change in mood.
Dance trials, recitations, debates and
painting contests that test individual
skills motivate the students into a
Whl](‘(h(‘lrl'\b( minute preparation is

Then just as surpri nm;,Iy, Rum.\ll
blows me away with her fluency in
English. Towering over her peers with
her astonishing facility in the lan-
guage, she understands very quickly

g their eagerness
to p'|ruc|pa:c is addu,l\( I'm mobbed
on such days. They clamour for ideas
and pester me for pmpersen(ences
.mdcxplamlmm()fapho such
as “give aman an inch an

eSmsshesnsrens

-
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’

amile”, which they are least familiar
with, But their spirit is undeterred,
and they go to the battlefield pumped
up and ready.

Challenging the norm
The schoolis ironclad with the de-
mands of state board exams, a practice
introduced by the British 200 years
ago. Teachers are tormented with
completing the syllabus regardless

of whether or not it is understood.
Most of my students have difficulty
reading and comprehending complex
narratives in their English textbooks.
Tam engulfed by my daily struggle to
teach my 8th and 9th graders to think,
decode, and write. The need to shape
logical thinking trumps any creative at-
tempts to build vocabulary and demon-
strate the usage of wnrds like sponta-

My journey from interpreting the
beauty of abstract brushstrokes has
morphed into working with a system
entrenched in dogmas of painfully
ineffective teaching. But what I have
learnt to admire is the resilience of
my students. Even though the school
might seem like a confinement to some
ofthem, and a mere babysitting outlet
to others, their immediate reaction to
apedagogical change is utterly \vnnh
the effort. This palpable

. e
The wnlermmﬁnﬂsh\

classes fr primary-and,_
high school chifdren in”
urban slums.

Y

Beyond labels

My experience in the government
school has helped me devise a method
of teaching that is devoid of gram-
matical terms. Reading and written
exercises have temporarily exorcised
the drudgery of memorising a foreign
linguistic system.

Yet none of this would be possible
in the government school without the
support ul its enlightened leader. The
principal bated assis e and

P
ness to variation and their willingness
to try makes me believe in them. The
rush and trial of being knee-deep in the
trenches keeps me energised.
Afternoons in the government
school amongst 3rd and 4th graders

are far more gratifying. My endeavour
mmakmhc older children: unlearn

asm. Like \p()nbl.s (hcy soakitallin.
While they laugh at my |nc0|||p¢.ltnl
Kannada, they welcome my impreci-
sion. They think it's a fair deal to teach
me Kannada while they absorb reading
and writing skills in English.
Disciplined practice with an experi-
mental group of 11 students has proved
to be very su ul. Even though
they can be just as di
asmy older §
up for their boisterousness. Though in
all fairness, I run a bridge programme
in the government school, while my
older children are constrained by the
demands of the curriculum.
Nonetheless, my malnourished,
diminutive teenyboppers from urban
ghettos, who often survive on just one
meal provided by the school, can write
perfectly acceptable sentences in three
tenses. They have organically under-
stood the syntax of English, though
they have no clue what nouns or verbs
mean. “Excellent,”is what they hunger
to hear when IhLy show me their work.

neous,
The management, umrly confounded
by my methods to encourage free-spir-
ited thinking, tries to browbeat me

to spoon-feed my students with stock
questions and answers.

I'm elated at their

but more importantly, lamable to eas-
ily quantify the improvements in this
group as opposed to the more amor-
phous, indeterminate performance of
the 8th and 9th graders.

Inrcslgh( m better the children’s grasp
of English has propelled me. She is
keen that I roll out the programme to
grades 1 to 4, which comprise about
95 students, Building a reading
hbrary, while accelerating spukc
English is certainly high up in her
prospects, With the help of two
excellent, highly skilled and creative
colleagues, I have divided the children
from the four grades by ability. Our
intention is to work with each group
methodically, and bring them up to
grade level.

The sea change in my life at 60 has
turned out to be much more fulfilling
than I anticipated. The glamour of
international travel and reviewing
astounding artistic creativity has
segued into the sheer joy of watching
kids learn. For me, being involved with
the simplicity of these schools with
bare bones infrastructure, and
engaging with children with minimal
needs has become a way of life.

Just as  was leaving the government
school the other day, one of my stu-
dents read the last sentence from their
afternoon written work. It went, “the
mother boasts about her daughter.”

It best sums up what I have managed
to achieve with the younger children.

1 just have to be patient, I tell myself.
The older ones in the low income
school will be worthy of boasting about
tooin due course.

=2

(All names in the article have been
changed.)

Like this story?
Email: dhonsat@deccanherald.co.in

Source: Deccan Herald, p.13, Dec.2, 2023
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UGC nod soon for short-term courses

R. Sujatha
CHENNAI

Higher education institu-
tions (HEIs) will soon have
the freedom to introduce
short-term, credit-linked
skill development certifi-
cate courses of three to six
months.

The self-financing
courses may be offered to
those who have qualified
in the senior secondary ex-
am (10+2) and are eligible
for admission to any UG
programme of the institu-

tion. The University Grants
Commission (UGC), at its
meeting on Thursday, ap-
proved the guidelines for
the HEIs to start such
courses. The draft will be
published on its website
for public comments.

As many as 29 courses
have been included. The
HEIs could offer courses,
provided they have the in-
frastructure and training
capacity. A short-term
course in any stream shall
be of at least 12 credits and
a maximum of 30 credits,

Source: The Hindu, p.11, Dec.8, 2023

with greater focus on prac-
tical learning. The curricu-
Ium may be developed in
consultation with the rele-
vant sector skill councils or
existing accredited bodies
or institutions and indus-
try partners. Candidates
may take a maximum of
two courses during their
degree/diploma pro-
grammes. Institutions may
have a say in how they con-
duct the theory classes,
but the hands-on training
must happen in an indus-
try setting or workshop.

K’taka saw 18,461 kids out of school in 2022-23

PURAN CHOUDHARY
@ Bengaluru

IN the last six years, 71,945 stu-
dents in Karnataka have
dropped out of school, accord-
ing to data from the Primary
School and Literacy Depart-
ment. Despite various initia-
tives by the State and Union
governments and the imple-
mentation of the Right to Edu-
cation (RTE) policy, the State is
in the 7th position for the high-
est number of dropouts in
schools in the country.
Karnataka’s dropout rate has
worried experts who want the

authorities to take proactive
steps and organise larger
awareness campaigns to bring
children back to school. They
also want the authorities to in-
troduce an early warning
system to predict possi-
ble dropouts.

As per the data pro-
vided by Samagra
Shikshana Karnataka
(SSK) under the Depart-
ment of Education, dur-
ing 2022-2023, 18,461 children
dropped out. The highest
number of 13,267 for the aca-
demic year was recorded for
children in the age group of

6-14, who are mandated under
the RTE Act. They include chil-
dren who had either dropped
out or never enrolled in school.
The rest of 5,194 students were
from 9,10 and PU grades.
According to Sri-
kanth, State Project Of-
ficer, SSK, the study for
2022-2023 was conduet-
ed in January through
the School Operation
Survey with the help of
teachers and the numbers
available with the
administration.
“Along with teachers, our of-
ficers also visit the brick facto-

Source: The New Indian Express, p.1, Dec.8, 2023
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ries, hotels, slums and other
areas where children usually
work. Post this, all of them are
brought back to school.”
“Replying to a question dur-
ing the winter session in Bela-
gavion the initiatives taken by
the government, Madhu Ban-
garappa, Minister for Primary
School Education and Literacy,
said that once students are
found to be out of school, no-
tices are issued to their parents
and a deadline of one month is
given to them to appear before
the District Child Welfare
Committee.
CONTINUED ON: P2



0O0S students: Experts question
govt’s claims, seek transparency

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MADHU Bangarappa, Minister
for Primary School Education
and Literacy, said, “On 1st and
15th of every month, informa-
tion should be given to the
Block Education Officer about
the steps taken to mainstream
the out of school children.” The
minister also spoke about spe-
cial training programmes held
for children and migrant fami-
lies and for teachers. A sum of
Rs 208.08 lakh has been re-
leased for such initiatives dur-
ing 2021-2022, he added.
Experts are not convinced
with the government’s claims
and have questioned the trans-
parency of the number record-
ed. They flagged that the num-
bers could be much higher than
reported. Sheshagiri KM Rao,
Education Specialist, UNICE,
said teachers should also be
trained to integrate these stu-
dents into the mainstream. “The
last mile” that involves making
sure children don't leave schools
again, learn and pick up skills
still remains a challenge. Rao
said migrants are not being

mapped and the administration
should adopt robust systems.
Nagasimha Rao, Director,
Child Rights Trust (CRT), said
students should be provided
counselling in the post-Covid
era that have made them rest-
less and disinterested in educa-
tion. “Surveys should be con-
ducted at the end of the year
and not beginning to analyse
the exact number of dropouts.
We need to repeat the benefits
of education to parents con-
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stantly as public memory is
short. Other issues such as
child-friendly schools, infra-
structure for disabled, rehabili-
tation measures and coordina-
tion among various
departments are pressing is-
sues in the system,” he added.

KE Radhakrishna, educa-
tionist, said the “causal ap-
proach” towards education is
detrimental and not just stop-
ping dropouts, but also hiring
and training teachers.

WHY ARE STUDENTS
DROPPING OUT OF SCHOOL?

No proper implementation of RTE Act

Infrastructure not in place for
disabled and girl child students

Child marriages, child labour

No robust policies for migrants,
tribals and miniroites

Not enough teachers in the
villages and remote schools

Curriculum is non-purposeful
and mechanical

Socio-economic dividers

Source: The New Indian Express, p.2, Dec.8, 2023
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Environment

New policy bats for tax cuts, natural gas generators

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: As all major
countries in the world gather
in Dubai for COP28, Karnata-
ka has come out with a policy
that proposes a series of initia-
tives to promote natural gas—
LNG, CNG and PNG — as part
of alarger attempt to push for
environment-friendly energy
sources by the Centre.

While the state cabinet
had cleared the policy’s cre-

GREEN PUSH

WHAT ARE THE OBJECTIVES

® Ensure faster
implementation of CGD

® Make permissions and

charges standardised

infrastructure ) &uniformina

@ Help CGD " time-bound manner
entities undertake © Promote adoption
safe ops & reliable/ of natural gas
uninterrupted supply as a green and

of natural gas clean fuel

natural gas distribution network

Note: CGD entities are those authorised by Gol or Petroleum & Natural
Gas Regulatory Board to lay, build, operate, or expand a city or local

draw backup power from die-

ation in October, the infras-
tructuredevelopment depart-
ment has now notified the
State City Gas Distribution
(CGD) Policy, a copy of which
iswith TOL.

Among other things, the
policy proposes that telecom
towers and apartments that

sel generators shift to CNG,
all government departments
aim to have 40% of their vehi-
cles run on CNG, tax cuts on
LNG and CNG, and more.
Pointing out that telecom
service towers, apartments,
and commercial buildings
draw backup energy from a
conventional source (diesel

generator) which pollutes
and leaves a carbon footprint,
the policy says with the ex-
pansion of CGD network, a
readily available alternative
is to switch over to natural
gas-based generators, espe-
cially inurban areas.

As per the policy, to pro-
vide user-friendly clean and
greenfuel CNG and PNG ataf-

Source: The Times of India, p.3, Dec.7, 2023

fordable rates, the Karnataka
sales tax rates may be re-
viewed and rationalised to a
uniformrate with a ceiling of
5% or below.

Further, to promote the
useof CNG/LNG inthetrans-
portsector, state policy thrust
will be given by rationalising
road tax for factory-fitted
CNG/LNG vehicles and mak-
ing them on a par with elec-
tric vehicles.

The policy also states that
transport corporations will
reserve about 40% for CNG/
LNG buses while purchasing
new buses and retrofitting
the present alternate fuel
fleet (which is viable). Efforts
will be taken to convert about
40% of vehicles in govern-
ment departments, munici-
palities, and corporations to
CNG vehicles, wherever CNG
infrastructure isavailable.

“In ecologically sensitive
areas like port areas and
mining areas, CNG transport
vehicles may be promoted as
an initiative to improve the en-
vironment. Heavy diesel ma-
chinery being used in these ar-
eas can be converted to CNG/
LNG.Incoastalandriverareas
that are also ecologically sen-
sitive, CNG/LNG boats, ves-
sels, machinery may be pro-
moted, for which the govern-
ment may provide subsidies,”
the policy reads.

Investment potential

At present, CGD infrastruc-
ture is operational across
Karnataka. “...There is an in-
vestment potential of Rs
12,000 crore and thousands of
employment generation op-
portunities due to the expan-
sion of CGD infrastructure,”
the policy reads.

Soil dumping puts 330-acre
Hennagara Lake at risk

Trees cut to alter landscape,
say residents

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

ennagara Lake near
HElectronic City - which

was constantly fed with
industrial effluents—is in trou-
ble yet again. Hundreds of
trucks are making a beeline to
the lake on a daily basis, filling
the live waterbody with fresh
soil. Residents, whoive close to
the 330-acre lake, are worried
that the unchecked dumping
of soil could leave their homes
flooded.

Over the past year, it’s es-
timated that no fewer than
10,000 trucks of soil were
dumped into the water toraise
the ground’s elevation. This

is also evident as the Jigani -
Bommasandra link road has
turned muddy and the soil has
expanded into the water body
atleastby 300 metres to halfa
kilometre. Residents say trees
were cutand hyacinthwasalso
cleared in a bid to change the
nature of theland.

A glance through the Rev-
enue Department’s Dishaank
application shows the lake,
which falls under Jigani Hob-
li and Anekal Taluk, has got
four survey numbers. Resi-
dents suspect the soil is being
dumped and leveled on the
survey number, whichisa part
of the lake but shows under
the name of Karnataka Indus-

Hennagara e is biII with trusofsml.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

trial Area Development Board
(KIADB).

“When we brought to light
theillegal dumping of soil, dif-
ferent authorities have shared
contradicting responses. The
panchayat has pointed out
that it belongs to a prominent
builder whilerecordsshowthe
KIADBiis the custodian of that

records of lake land have been
tampered with,” Tushar Chan-
dra, who is part of Vrikshami-
tra Foundation and a resident
ofthe area, said.
Anotherresidentrecounted
the number of trucks parked
on the lakebed during Ayudha
Puja, highlighting the poten-
tial impact of soil dumping on

area. In all possibilities. the nearbyareas.

Videos of earthmovers
dumping soil into the water
body have gone viral on social
media, with some netizens
questioning the government’s
commitment to safeguarding
the water body.

“Tomorrow if Bengaluru
sinks like Chennai then don’t
cry! Thisis howit’sdone! Hen-
nagara Lake, Jigani is being
filled by the Real Estate Mafia
toreclaimland fora private vil-
laproject,”Citizens Movement,
East Bengaluru, posted on X
(formerly Twitter).

When contacted, the pan-
chayat development officer of
Hennagara said the tahsildar
went to the spot on Thursday
and stopped the dumping of
soil. “We will have to restore
thelake. Whathappenedis just
illegal. We will also be booking
a case against the encroach-
ers,” hesaid.

Anekal Tahashildar Shivap-
pa Lamani did not respond
to calls.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Dec.8, 2023
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Forest Minister blames loss of green
cover for man-animal conflicts in city

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

Blaming the loss of green
cover around Bengaluru
for the man-animal conflict
cases in the city, Forest Mi-
nister Eshwar Khandre
called upon MLAs to fight
against the encroachment
of forest land and protect
the animal habitat.

Replying to a question
from Satish Reddy, Bom-
manahalli MLA, in the Le-
gislative Assembly on
Thursday, Mr. Khandre
said Bengaluru Urban dis-
trict had over 8,900 hec-
tares of forest land.

Contending that about
2,800 acres of forest area
around Bengaluru had
been encroached upon,
the Forest Minister said the
government had registered
over 1,000 cases.

While 403 acres of for-
est land had been reco-
vered, the courts had
stayed the proceedings in a
few cases.

Increasing population

Though the population of
animals was increasing,
the forest area was dwin-
dling on account of rapid
urbanisation. This, he said,

and protect the animal habitat. FILE PHOTO

was leading to wild ani-
mals straying into human
habitats.

After Mr. Khandre’s call
to the MLAs to oppose en-
croachment of forest land,
Speaker U.T. Khader too in-
tervened in the discussion
and said animals too had as
much right to live as
humans.

Responding to ques-
tions raised by Mr. Reddy
on the dart that failed to
tranquilise the leopard
that had entered an apart-
ment complex in Bengalu-
ruin early November, lead-
ing to its Kkilling, Mr.

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Dec.8, 2023
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Khandre said only quali-
fied veterinarians take de-
cisions on the amount of
tranquiliser needed for an
animal based on various
parameters, including the
animal’s weight.

However, on certain oc-
casions, the tranquiliser is
not released into the ani-
mal’s body even after the
dart is fired, he said.

Mr. Khandre agreed to a
suggestion from Mr. Reddy
for equipping Forest De-
partment staff with ther-
mal drones, cages, nets,
and safety gear while han-
dling emergencies arising

out of man-animal con-
flicts.

He said the Leopard
Task Force constituted by
the State government in
the wake of the incident,
comprised 59 persons in-
cluding 40 persons on con-
tract, besides five drivers
and officers of the Forest
Department.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is o bring it to the NOTICE of General Public,
that Shri, Ashok Ram s/o. Narayan G Lal aged about
41 years R/at No. 638, | Main Road, Shankarnag Bus
Stop, Kamalanagar, BANGALORE - 560 079,
intending to purchase the property bearing New
Municipal No. 762, Kamalanagar, Sy. No. 46, previous
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No quick fix for man-elephant contlict

Since August 8, six persons have died in elephant attacks in the neighbouring districts of Hassan and Chikkamagaluru. Two were working for the Forest Department

Arjuna, the tusker, was buried in Yeslur range in Sakalespur taluk of Hassan on December 5. The elephant died in a fight
with a wild tusker during the elephant capture operation the previous day.

Sathish G. T.
SHIVAMOGGA

eena, a 32-year-old worker, had just

reached the coffee plantation in

Galigundi near Aldur in

Chikkamagaluru district on
November 8 morning, along with fellow workers.
She was about to have breakfast when she
encountered a wild tusker. She froze in shock and
the pachyderm trampled her to death and moved
on nonchalantly.

Watching tamed elephants take a stroll on the
city streets as part of the Dasara procession
inspires awe. But encountering a tusker in the
wild or in the coffee estates of Hassan and
Chikkamagaluru districts can be very dangerous.
Like Meena, many have died in the two districts
in the last 20 years. Since August 8 (Elephant
Day), six people have died in elephant attacks in
the two neighbouring districts. Among them, two
were working for the Forest Department.

Two from Department

H.H. Venkatesh, 67, popularly known as Aane
Venkatesh, was trampled to death by a tusker
during the elephant capture operation in Alur
taluk of Hassan on August 31. Karthik Gowda, 26,
who was part of the Elephant Task Force,
succumbed to injuries in a similar attack at
Byrapura, near Mudigere, on November 22. Both
lost their lives in their efforts to minimise
man-elephant conflict in the region.

Besides, Kavitha, 37, an agricultural labourer,
died in Vadur of Hassan on August 18. Kinni, 60,
of Durga village in Chikkamagaluru, died on
October 23, and Dipak Ray, 54, a construction
worker from West Bengal, died in an elephant
attack at Ankihalli in Belur taluk on October 27.

These deaths in a short period highlight the
severity of the problem that local people have
been facing. Spread over several herds, wild
elephants roam in parts of Sakaleshpur, Alur,
Belur, Mudigere, and Chikkamagalur taluks.
Before getting out of the house, people have to
check on the latest alert from the Forest
Department about the location of the herds. The
department sends messages on the location of
elephants through WhatsApp. The members of
Rapid Response Teams, formed by involving local
youths, keep track of herds and inform the
people. Similarly, the department has a system to
track the movement of herds, as radio collars
have been installed on several female elephants
that lead the herds.

Yet, conflicts occur and lead to deaths. Given
the increasing number of elephants, it has been
difficult for the department to keep track of all
elephants and alert the public. In the past, there
were incidents in which children playing near
their houses were killed, schoolchildren were
charged, bikers were attacked, and houses were
raided.

Loss to farmers

Besides the threat to human lives, the elephants
roaming in the fields have caused a heavy loss to
growers. Many farmers have lost their crops

A wild tusker, which was sedated with a transquilizer, died
in Mudigere taluk on December 2. The officers said it was
an accident.

despite putting in a lot of effort and money. A
stroll by a herd of elephants in an estate uproots
coffee plants nurtured for years, impacting the
yield. The compensation paid towards crop loss is
meagre considering the input cost. Added to that
is the time required to cultivate the same again.
Local people have staged protests on several
occasions demanding the state and central
governments capture all elephants and relocated.
However, the laws of the land and the court
directions do not support en-masse relocation of
elephants. Environmentalists argue that damage
caused to the forest cover, particularly the
elephant corridor, in the name of widening
highways, laying railway tracks, power projects,
laying power lines, and mega irrigation projects
are the cause of increased man-elephant
conflicts. Animal lovers opine that elephants are
in their place, while it is human beings who have
encroached upon the animals’ space.

Capturing elephants

With this situation on the ground, the Forest
Department often takes up the exercise of
capturing elephants, particularly those causing
trouble, and shifting them to a different places.
There have been many such drives in the past. A
major drive to relocate 22 elephants was carried
out in Hassan in 2013-14. Since 1986, the

Source: The Hindu, p.10, Dec.8, 2023

The forest department staff and caretakers of tamed elephants successfully captured a tusker in Belur on November 28.

The Forest Department staff and caretakers of tamed
elephants successfully captured a tusker in Belur on
November 28. The department launched the operation on
November 24 to radio collar nine elephants in Hassan
district.

Arjuna, the tusker, was buried in Yeslur range in
Sakalespur taluk of Hassan on December 5.

department has translocated more than 80
elephants. Whenever such operations are
conducted, incidents of man-elephant
encounters have come down, at least for a few
months. However, within a short span, the
incidents recur, forcing the department to jump
into action again.

The Forest Department gave clearance to
capture three elephants in Chikkamagaluru and
Mudigere taluks and relocate them to Bhadra
Tiger Reserve in November this year. The
operation is still going on. Similarly, another
operation is going on in Hassan, where the task is
to capture nine elephants and fix radio collars. As
per the plan, the tuskers would be translocated
and female elephants would be freed in the same
place. As female elephants lead the herds, it
would be possible to track their movements with
the help of radio collars.

A tough task

The department staff and caretakers of the tamed
elephants that take part in the elephant capture
operations have a tough task. Veterinarians, who
accompany the teams, risk their lives to fire
tranquillizer darts that help sedate the animals.
Dr. Vinay S., veterinarian of Shivamogga Wildlife
Division, had multiple injuries after he was
attacked by an elephant during one such
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operation in Channagiri in April this year. He
recovered after spending months in the hospital.
H.H. Venkatesh, who was part of the team in
Hassan, died during the operation as a tusker
trampled him. Similarly, Karthik Gowda, a
member of the elephant task force, died in
similar circ esin k luru.
“Darting an elephant is not an easy task,” says
a veterinarian involved in such operations. One
has to study the terrain, understand the weight of
the animal, and ensure there is no danger to the
animal around. “We can gauge the age by
analysing its footprints. One has to ensure there is
no water body nearby, as there are chances of
animals falling into the water after it is
tranquilized. Besides that, there are many factors
that deserve attention. There is a set protocol
to follow,” he said.

Death of elephants

The officers and veterinarians have attracted a lot
of criticism following the two recent incidents
that led to the deaths of two elephants. In
Chikkamagaluru, a tusker, which was identified
for capture, died during the operation at
Mekanagadde in Mudigere taluk on December 2.
The elephant died after the tranquillizer dart was
fired. Even after clear instructions from the
senior officers to follow the rules and guidelines,
the operation was carried out late in the night,
according to sources in the department.
However, the officers concluded that it died
accidentally.

In the latest case, Arjuna, the tusker, died
during the operation at Yeslur Range of Forest in
Sakaleshpur taluk. The incident left thousands of
people across the state mourning as the elephant
was popular. He had carried the golden howdah
of Mysuru Dasara eight times. Besides that,
Arjuna had participated in elephant capture
operations and led a team of other tamed and
trained elephants successfully. He died in a fight
with a wild elephant. In the meantime, the
department captured another tusker in
Chikkamagaluru and shifted the same to elephant
camp, though there was clear instruction to
relocate it. The officers maintained that the
elephant required care as it suffered injuries in
the operation.

Such incidents highlight the need for proper
training for the officials, the staff, and the
caretakers of elephants. Minister for Forests
Eshwar Khandre, after these incidents, has said
that the department will give importance to
training the staff on how to conduct the elephant
capture operations effectively.

No system to train

Interestingly, there is no system to train
caretakers of elephants. Only those who are
already into handling elephants train their
children unofficially. There is no chance for
others to enter the field. During the recent
recruitments to fill up vacancies for elephant
caretakers, it was evident that there were no
trained candidates, except for those from the
families of people already doing the job. And
elephants obey only the orders of their mahouts.



Karnataka Cabinet approves climate
resilience project worth 5,000 cr.

It entails World Bank aid of 3,500 cr. and State grants of 1,500 cr; proposal to be sent to Union Dept. of Economic Affairs

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

he State govern-
T ment on Thursday
approved the Kar-

nataka Multi Sector Disas-
ter and Climate Resilience
Project, estimated to be
5,000 crore and to be im-
plemented with World
Bank assistance. The ap-
proval of the project was
among the many proposals
cleared by the Cabinet,
chaired by Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah.

The project includes cli-
mate resilient infrastruc-
ture in Bengaluru by deve-
loping rajakaluves,
waterway front, construc-
tion of STPs and WTPs, res-
toring lakes, recharging
groundwater with flood
water, and managing was-
tewater. Among others, the
project envisages institu-
tional strengthening and

The

project includes climate resilient infrastructure in Bengaluru by

developing rajakaluves, construction of STPs and WTPs. FILE PHOTO

capacity building by reor-
ganising the climate and
disaster relief management
governance system and re-
purpose KSNDMC, sources
said.

The project entails
World Bank assistance of
33,500 crore and State
grants of 1,500 crore, and
the proposal will be sent to
Union Department of Eco-
nomic Affairs for recom-

mending it to World Bank.
The project has main-
stream flood and drought
risk management by updat-
ing and operationalising
the Karnataka Water poli-
cy, 2022, and enhancing
climate finance accessibili-
ty by leveraging govern-
ment Budget, pro-
grammes, and schemes.
The Cabinet approved
the scrapping of the con-

Source: The Hindu, p.11, Dec.8, 2023
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troversial Section 7D of The
Karnataka Scheduled
Castes Sub Allocation and
Tribal Sub Allocation (Plan-
ning, Allocation and Utili-
sation of Financial Re-
sources) Act, and approved
moving of an amendment
in this regard for the legis-
lature’s approval.

Meanwhile, it is learnt
that the Cabinet decided to
defer the issue of with-
drawing the October 7,
2023, order that entailed
farmers to invest on the ir-
rigation pumpsets and re-
verting to the earlier sys-
tem of Escoms investing on
setting up of the infrastruc-
ture. While the govern-
ment decision came under
criticism from farmers and
legislators for burdening
the farmers, the govern-
ment is learnt to have de-
ferred withdrawing the or-
der owing to financial
constraints.

Strategies
discussed

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

The Cabinet is learnt to
have discussed strategies
to counter the Opposition
attack on Housing Minister
B.Z. Zameer Ahmed Khan
for his comments on the
Speaker’s post and Deputy
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar over withdrawal of
consent given to CBIL.

On Thursday, the Cabi-
net ratified its earlier deci-
sion to withdraw consent
given to CBI on September
25, 2019, by the then BJP
government led by B.S. Ye-
diyurappa, as per Section
21 of Karnataka General
Clauses Act, 1899. The Ca-
binet is learnt to have
sought legal opinion from
experts in this regard.

Back to Contents




Health

HIV cases on a decline for 10 years

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Over the past 10
years, the state has witnessed
a consistent decline in the
number of people testing posi-
tivefor HIV.

At a World AIDS Day pro-
gramme at Vidhana Soudha
Friday, health minister Dinesh

WORLD AIDS DAY

Gundu Rao highlighted how
the percentage of those testing
HIV positive was over 1.7 in
2013-14, and declined to 0.4 in
2022-23. This financial year, as
per statistics from the health
department, over 0.3% people

Chethan Shivakumar

A SUSTAINED EFFORT: Nursing students at the World AIDS Day
programme held at Vidhana Soudha, Bengaluru, Friday

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Dec.2, 2023
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tested positive till October.

The declining trend was
witnessed among pregnant wo-
men too. In 2013-14, over 0.1%
pregnant women tested positi-
ve, while in 2022-23 it was 0.04
per cent. This year, the positivi-
ty percentage is0.03% till Octo-
ber. “Weshould target zero HIV
by 2030, and therefore, we are
pro-actively holding program-
mes,” the minister said.

Chief minister Siddarma-
iah, in fact, rued that the 2015-
2020 objective of bringing ca-
ses to zero hasn’t been achie-
ved. “This comes not just with
the health department’s ef-
forts but also with public awa-
reness,” hesaid.
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Take PMJAY
tothenextlevel

The programme has
proved stable and durable.
It can help move public
sector health spending
tobe outcome-driven,
rather than budget-based
and automatic

NACHIKET MOR AND SHUCHIN BAJAJ

since the Pradhan Mantri Jan Ar-

ogya Yojana (PMJAY), launched
in 2018, came into being. During this
period, it has issued over 27 crore in-
surance cards and has financed over
5.75 crore hospital admissions with
an average pay-out of about Rs 12,250
peradmission, withalmost 27,000 em-
panelled hospitals nationwide. Thisisan
impressivetrackrecordandneedstobe
celebrated. However, any programme
orscheme,nomatterhowwell-designed
and executed, has both strengths and
weaknesses. Five years is an excellent
time to review some of them so that the
scheme builds further on its strengths
and works towards filling any gaps that
may exist.

Of the 27,000 hospitals empanelled
andabout 20,000 thatareactive,15,000
areinthe publicsector. While thishas not
yet been formally evaluated, anecdotal
evidence suggests that these public sec-
tor hospitals outperform those not part
of the scheme. One of the challenges of
the public sector, not just in India but
globally, isitsnon-responsiveness. Start-
ingin the 80s with the UK, governments
worldwide, including Thailand, Turkey,
and, mostrecently, Vietnam, have moved
to finance the public sector based on
outcomes. They have gradually moved
away from automatic financing based
on annual expenditure budgets. This
change has allowed them to improve
the performance of the public sector,
and it is not surprising that something
similar is being seen in India when PM-
JAY pays government hospitals based
on outcomes. Over time, the full power
of this can be realised if all financing to
the publicsectormovesinthisdirection,
including at the primary care level.

Given its funding limitations, PM-
JAY has not yet moved towards total
health system financing in any part of
the country, but its move towards pay-
inghospitals onapackage basisand not
onaprocedure-by-procedure basis has
shown beneficialimpacts. Forexample,
increasing thelength of stay after asuc-
cessfulsurgeryinahospitalis often due
to poor infection control at hospitals. A
fixed package approach has persuaded
hospitals to pay particular attention to
thisand controlitso patients can be dis-

l ustover five years have now passed

Thelow packageratesoffered by PM-
JAY have come in for much criticism.
However, thereis global evidence which
suggests that merely because package
ratesare low, itdoes not meanthatqual-
ityneeds to be low. Hospitals and entire
health systems can respond to con-
trolled pricing by innovating, bringing
down costs, shedding unnecessaryfrills,
and keeping quality high. When Japan
movedtoafixed-priceregime, Switzer-
land enactedits comprehensive health-
carelegislation,and Germanyinstituted
strictprice controls, therewasafearthat
their health systems would be unable
to cope. These proved unfounded. As
a negotiating strategy, the approach
adopted by PMJAY has been optimal

— start at the lowest point and then re-
vise pricesupwardsselectivelybased on
actual experience (notlobbying).Ifthey
hadinitially started with higher package
rates, these rates would have become
sticky, and any downward revisions
would have proved impossible.
Over25%ofthe empanelled hospitals
are inactive, and the number varies sig-
nificantlyacross the country--fromover
500activehospitals percrore population
in Karnataka to only about 60 per crore
in Bihar. As a result, hospitalisations
under the scheme have been mainly
concentrated in the southern states of
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu,andKeralaand range fromalmost
16,000 admissions per lakh population
inKeralato onlyabout600 in Bihar. The
caseof UPisparticularlynoteworthy—at
over18,500 cards perlakh population, it
has issued nearly as many cards as Ker-
ala’s 21,500. However, it has only about
1,200 hospitalisations per lakh popula-
tion compared to Kerala’s 16,000.
Theselarge differentials are a reflec-
tion of the lack of availability of hospitals
in lower-income states. This can also
be seen from the fact that in over 200
districts of India, all based in the north
and the northeast, total C-section rates
arewell below10% - theselow ratesare
now the principal reason why pregnant
women and their newborns are dying

is a need to build and staff more public
sector hospitals in these districts and,
where appropriate, devise incentives
for the private sector to set up facilities
in these remote regions. The UDAN
(“Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik”) scheme
of the Ministry of Civil Aviation, which
has done something similar with pri-
vateairlines, could provide an excellent
learning model. The highly successful
Advanced Market Commitment (AMC)
schemes that spurred vaccine develop-
ment in the Indian private sector could
also provide helpfullessons.

Puttingaside concernsrelating tolow
rates, while the move towards package
rates within PMJAY has been a help-
ful development, it still falls within the
ambit of whatis referred to as a fee-for-
service payment model. The danger of
insuranceschemes fundedinthisway,as
the US discovered with its own version
of PMJAY,Medicaidand Medicare, after
itwastoo late, is that it leads to massive
price inflation in the healthcare sector.
The only durable way to address this is,
withadequate funding, tomove towards
total health system financing based on
populationnorms, as Thailand hasdone
with the public sector and Israel has
done with the private sector. Research
suggests that in several Indian states,
including Delhi, Goa, Kerala, and Hi-
machal Pradesh, current government
expenditures are already adequate to
finance all the necessary healthcare. If,
in these states, the independent State
Health Authorities could be given
chargeofthe entirestate health budget,
they would have sufficient funding to
implement district-level total health
systems financing strategies and take
responsibility for overall district and
state-level health outcomes.

The stage is set for the next big move
in the healthcare sector in India — the
complete transfer of state health budg-
ets to their State Health Authorities,
which will pay the public sector and,
where necessary, the private sector,
based ondefined outcomesanddoaway
entirely with automatic-budget-based
financing of the publicsector.

Thereisalsothe opportunity todevel-
opand launch schemes like UDAN and
AMC, whichwill carefullyfill gapsinthe
availability of hospital care in the more
remote parts of India. More than two
decadesofexperience with tax-financed
insurance schemes in India has indi-
cated that the availability of insurance
schemes is a necessary but insufficient
condition for a robust supply response
from the hospital sector.

(Dr Nachiket Mor is a Visiting
Scientist at The Banyan Academy of
Leadershipin Mental Health, Chennai.
Dr Shuchin Bajajis the founder of
Ujala Cygnus, a chain of low-cost
hospitals operating inthe underserved
partsofthe country.

charged ﬂuicklx. in these districts. To address thjsi there ‘ﬁmﬁ“ﬁ “‘ ﬁmm @;

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Dec.7, 2023
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New dialysis machines will be installed
in govt. facilities, says Health Minister

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

Minister for Health and Fa-
mily Welfare Dinesh Gun-
du Rao said new dialysis
machines would be in-
stalled in all government
facilities in three out of the
four administrative divi-
sions in the State in the
next one month.

Replying to a question
raised by Yashpal Surana
in the Legislative Assembly
on Thursday on the hard-
ship faced by patients due
to improper maintenance
of the dialysis machines,
Mr. Rao said the govern-

Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao in
the Legislative Assembly on
Thursday.

ment had not only penal-
ised and blacklisted the
private agency managing
them, but also finalised a
fresh tender for identifica-
tion of a new agency for

managing the government
dialysis centres in three ad-
ministrative divisions -
Bengaluru, Mysuru, and
Belagavi.

The government had
“retendered” the bid for
Kalaburagi division and
hoped to finalise an agency
to manage the dialysis
centres in the division
soon. If an agency was not
finalised soon, the govern-
ment would discuss the
possibility of managing the
dialysis centres on its own,
he said.

Mr. Rao said the govern-
ment will not only ensure
technicians at all the dialy-

sis centres, but also use on-
ly single-use units. This will
prevent cross-infection, he
said. Mr. Rao also said that
the total number of dialysis
centres at district and taluk
levels in the State will go up
from 168 to 219.

Responding to the plight
of cancer patients from
Ballari highlighted by Ga-
nesh J.N., Minister for Med-
ical Education Sharan Pra-
kash Patil said he would
discuss with Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah to include a
proposal on setting up a
unit of Kidwai Memorial In-
stitute of Oncology in
Ballari.

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Dec. 8, 2023

NFHS-6 state-level mapping in
South K’taka nearing completion

Main survey scheduled

to beginin February

UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
BENGALURU, DHNS

r‘ I \he state-level mapping
and listing of house-
holds across 15 districts

in South Karnataka under the

National Family Health Sur-

vey-6 is nearly complete, with

Chitradurga likely to be cov-

ered by December10.

This will make way for the
main survey to begin in Feb-
ruary, providing extensive up-
dated information regarding

the demographics and health
ofthe populationin Karnataka
in2023-24.

The NFHS-6 surveyisbeing
conducted in two phases, with
Karnataka being among the
18 states and union territories
being surveyed in the second
phase.

In Karnataka, the 15 south-
erndistricts are under the pur-
view of the Institute of Social
and Economic Change (ISEC),
Bengaluru, headed by Dr CM
Lakshmana, Project Director,

NFHS-6 South Karnataka,
and professor, Population Re-
search Centre, ISEC.

Currently, the coreteamthat
is heading the survey in South
Karnataka, which includes a
demographer, a health coor-
dinator, and an IT coordina-
tor, besides Dr Lakshmana, is
attendinga training of trainers
(ToT) conducted by the Inter-
national Institute for Popula-
tion Sciences (IIPS), Mumbai,
at Varanasi.

“The training is expected
to conclude by December 18,
following which the core team
will translate the four standard
questionnaires — household,
men’s, women'’s, and biomark-
er—-andrecruitnearly125field
investigatorsinamonth forthe
main survey,” he said.

Dr Lakshmana explained

that over one week in Septem-
ber, ISEC trained 80 mappers
to conduct the preliminary
state-level mapping andlisting
across a total of 660 primary
sampling units (PSUs) across
15districtsin South Karnataka
(44 PSUs per district).

Since September 20, map-
pers have conducted the map-
ping and listing activity of all
households in the 44 PSUs in
each district with the assis-
tance of local ASHA workers.

Once this data is submitted
to IIPS, it will identify at least
22 sample households within
each PSU, two of which are
buffer samples, and submit
them to ISEC to conduct the
main survey. This will amount
to 880 households in each of
the districts—atotal 0of 13,200
households across 15 districts.

This sampling and map-
ping occurred in phases,
with Kolar, Chikkaballapur,
Tumakuru and Ramanagara
in phase 1; Chamarajanagar,
Mandya, Bengaluru Ruraland
Bengaluru Urban in phase 2;
Dakshina Kannada, Udupi,
Hassan, and Chikkamagaluru
in phase 3; and the ongoing
phase 4 covering Mysuru,
Kodagu and Chitradurga by
December10.

He added that for the main
survey, a team of seven people
comprising one supervisor,
two health investigators, one
male and three female investi-
gators will visit 12 households
every day, and 15 such teams
will simultaneously cover over
13,200 households across 15
districts within 3 months.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, Dec.8, 2023
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Shakti scheme gives more
moolah power to BMTC

Daily Earnings
Up From %4.4cr
To %5.3cr This Yr

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru/Belagavi:
When the Congress govern-
ment’s flagship Shakti sche-
me — free bus travel for wo-
men — was launched six
months ago, there were app-
rehensions that the move wo-
uld financially bleed the
Bangalore Metropolitan
Transport Corporation
(BMTC), which operates aro-
und 5,600 buses in the tech ca-
pital. But quite to the contra-
ry, BMTC’s revenues have ac-
tually shot up!

The average daily ear-
ningsof the corporation have
touched Rs 5.3 crore this year,
comparedtoRs4.4croreaday
in 2022-23. Between June 11
(when the scheme was rolled
out) and December 5 this ye-
ar,around 35 crore women ha-
veavailedfreerideson BMTC
buses in the city.

“The general perception
was that the freerides would
putastrain on the transport
corporation’s finances. But
the model here is different
as the state government re-
imburses the expenditure
incurred. Bus conductorsis-

Photo for representation

AT NO

\ | COST:
Between
June 11 and
d December
5 this year,
around

35 crore
women
have
availed
free rides
on BMTC

| buses

FERRYING LAKHS OF PASSENGERS DAILY

® BMTC operates in a radius
of 25km from BBMP limits

@ There are 6,381 buses, of
which 5,598 hit the roads daily

@ Collectively, the buses clock
11.3 lakh kilometres a day

@ All buses together do 57,000 trips
a day and ferry 43 lakh passengers

sue tickets to women pas-
sengers without collecting
money from them. Instead,
the government bears the
cost and pays BMTC,” a
BMTC official said.

Moreover, the number of
women passengers has incre-
ased significantly after the
free travel scheme was intro-
duced, the official added.
Even those who’d buy conces-
sional passes (both daily and
monthly) switched to free
tickets, the official said, and
pointed out: “Tomeet the gro-
wing demand, BMTC increa-
sed the number of daily trips
clocked by itsfleet.”

The free travel scheme al-

so cropped up in the legislati-
ve council deliberations in
Belagavi on Wednesday,
when transport minister R
Ramalinga Reddy said the da-
ily earnings of the four state-
run road transport corpora-
tions (RTCs), including
BMTC, had surged from Rs
22.7 crore to Rs 30.5 crore.
While the daily earnings of
Karnataka State Road Trans-
port Corporation (KSRTC)
went up to Rs 12.5 crore from
Rs 9.2 crore in 2022-23, that of
Kalyana Karnataka Road
Transport Corporation
(KKRTC)stoodatRs5.9crore,
asagainst Rs4.3 crore in 2022-
23. North West Karnataka Ro-

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Dec.7, 2023
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ad Transport Corporation
(NWKRTC) touched Rs 6.6
crore,up fromRs4.7 crore the
previous year.

Reddy said the govern-
ment has paid the four RTCs
aboutRs2,800croreasfarefor
women passengers. Refer-
ring to concerns about the fi-
nancial health of RTC emplo-
yees, he said salaries are be-
ing promptly disbursed and
there are no outstanding du-
esinthesalary account.

‘BJP leftdebt burden’
Reddy, in fact, blamed the pre-
vious BJP government for
the financial distress of
RTCs, pointingtoacumulati-
ve debt burden of Rs 5,200
crore, including dues to reti-
red employees, provident
fund,and diesel suppliers,as
evidence. He said his go-
vernment is taking steps to
address these challenges by
proposing the recruitment
of about 9,000 employees,
especially since no recruit-
ments happened during the
BJPruledespite13,800emplo-
yeesretiring.
Inaforward-looking initi-
ative, Reddy said induction of
900 electric buses is in the pi-
peline. This move aligns with
the government’s commit-
ment to modernise and en-
hance the efficiency of the
state’s public transportation
system, the minister added.
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INTENDING to make women
feel safe, fearless and comfort-
able in public spaces, a unique
‘meet to sleep’ is being organ-
ised in Bengaluru on December
10 from 2-5 pm.

Blank Noise, a Bengaluru-
based community proposed
this idea in 2007, mobilising
women to confront their fears

‘Meet o Sleep' o pro

making ‘trust’ a priority over
taking measures like carrying
a pepper spray around in pub-
lic spaces. The organisation in
association with several femi-
nist allies have been rooting for
asserting the ‘right to live de-
fenceless’ and ‘free from fear’.
Founder Director of Blank
Noise, Jasmine Patheeja, ex-
plained that every citizen’s re-
lationship with their city and

mote women’s safe

public spaces is unique. In com-
mon circumstances, when a per-
son is commented at by a stranger
in public, feels uncomfortable.
In the case of women, they
are exposed to even more un-
comfortable experiences, when
they are whistled at or stared
inappropriately while walking
on the streets or sitting in pub-
lic spaces. Jasmine sharing her
experience with TNIE of how

Source: The New Indian Express, p.2, Dec.8, 2023
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this idea came into existence
said, “I wished to sleep in Cub-
bon Park and despite being with
my colleagues I couldn’t.”
When a person is lying down
on the ground, they become
more alert of the surroundings.
These sounds are misunder-
stood for the presence of a per-
son in their vicinity or a possi-
ble threat to them. Hence, it is
crucial to build trust among

women and people from differ-
ent gender minority groups to
feel safe in public places even if
they are ‘defenceless’ to be sav-
ing themselves.

Along with ‘meet to sleep’,
the team has initiated cam-
paigns like ‘walk towards heal-
ing’, building testimonies of
clothes people were wearing
when they faced sexual or phys-
ical violence.

Back to Contents
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Lack of live authentication led to cases of
Aadhaar-enabled Payment System fraud

In February 2023, UIDAI informed States of its decision to switch over to new modality of fingerprint authentication with effect from March 1

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

s Karnataka report-
A ed cases of fraudu-
lent financial tran-

sactions using Aadhaar
numbers and thumb im-
pressions downloaded
from the public domain re-
cently, it has now emerged
that the transactions took
place over the non-live fin-
gerprint  authentication
that led to multiple frauds
in the Aadhaar-enabled
Payment System (AePS).
This is despite the Unique
Identification Authority of
India (UIDAD) in February
stating that the live authen-
tication will be rolled out
from March 1.

‘While such frauds by Bi-
har- and Jharkhand-based
gangs have been reported
in several States across the
country before, the frauds
that came to light recently
is the first in Karnataka,
and the modus operandi
here is also new, the police
said. “Fraudsters have
used different modus ope-
randi elsewhere in a non-
live authentication pro-
cess. There have been simi-
lar cases in the MGNREGA
system in other places,” a
senior Bengaluru police of-
ficial said.

3D images

The fraudsters used Aad-
haar numbers and thumb
impressions from the pro-
perty registration docu-
ments that were available
in the domain of the
Stamps and Registration
Department in Karnataka
and created 3D images of
the fingerprints. They then
used them to draw money
through non-live finger-

—

Fraudsters used Aadhaar numbers and thumb impressions from the
property registration documents that were available in the domain
of the Stamps and Registration Department in Karnataka.

Centre discusses issue with
Stamps and Registration Dept.

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Centre has discussed
the AePS fraud based on
the documents available in
the public domain with of-
ficials of the Stamps and
Registration Department
across the country.

“The Centre suggested
that all documents could

be sent to them and they
would mask the details be-
fore it is put on the public
domain. However, the
question of possible leak-
age of information once it
leaves the State’s domain
'was raised,” sources said.

‘Not practical’
They feared that this sys-
tem could lead to delays

The modus
operandi

= Documents were
downloaded from the Kaveri
system

= Aadhaar number and thumb
impression in documents
were used

= A 3D print of thumb
impression found in
document was generated

= Fraudulent transactions
undertaken using Aadhaar
number and 3D print of the
thumb to withdraw money
using Aadhaar-enabled
Payment System

since these documents are
covered under the Sakala
programme that has fixed
timelines. “While they do
not have a large daily ca-
pacity to mask documents,
on average Karnataka
alone generates about
10,000 documents daily.
We feel what the Centre is
suggesting is not a practi-
cal idea,” they said.

print authentication in the
Aadhaar-enabled Payment
System (AePS). The police
said that masking of the
first eight digits had been
mandated before, but had
not been taken seriously.

Technological solutions
In February 2023, the Un-
ique Identification Author-
ity of India (UIDAI) wrote
to the States about techno-
logical solutions against

possible spoofing attempts
and informed them of its
decision to switch over to
the new modality of FMR-
FIR fingerprint authentica-
tion with effect from March
1, 2023. The UIDAI said this
would block any attempted
non-live fingerprint auth-
entication. In contrast to
non-live authentication, in
live authentication, the
person has to be physically
present to authenticate. It

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Dec. 3, 2023

also asked removal of the
Aadhaar number and
thumb impressions from
websites.

Sources in the Police De-
partment confirmed that
the current fraud had ta-
ken place over non-live fin-
gerprint authentication as
victims were unaware of
the transactions. Though
the live authentication pro-
cess has been rolled out in
the country, the UIDAI did
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State masks first eight digits of
Aadhaar in registration papers

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

The State government has
asked sub-registrars to
mask the first eight of the
12-digit Aadhaar numbers
in documents related to re-
gistrations and has cur-
tailed the certified copy
available on the public do-
main to one page.

“We have stopped mak-
ing the full certified copy
available. Only the first
page that will provide de-
tails of the buyer, seller,
and the property regis-
tered is being made
available in the public do-
main. The government
never mandated Aadhaar
for property registration.
However, if the buyer and
seller insist on inserting
the Aadhaar in the docu-
ment, then eight digits

have to be masked,” sourc-
es said.

Alternative IDs

“There are multiple alter-
native identification docu-
ments that can be provided
during registration. People
have voluntarily used Aad-
haar during registration,”
sources said.

Meanwhile, on making
available the certified co-
pies online, it is learnt that
it has been mandated to
provide to those who seek
documents under Section
57 (1) of the Registration
Act, 1908. As per the provi-
sion, the registering auth-
ority has to allow inspec-
tion of certain books and
indexes and provide certi-
fied copies to anyone ap-
plying for it. “It’s a tricky
situation too. To maintain
transparency, we are man-

dated to upload the docu-
ments also. Even the docu-
ment is made available
with a watermark of ‘for in-
formation’” a Revenue offi-
cial said.

While the UIDAI has
written to the Union De-
partment of Land Records
and State governments to
bring suitable changes to
the Registration Act, the
State government has a
very limited role in chang-
ing the current system as
the Registration Act is a
Central law, and the State
government has formed
only rules to operationalise
the Act, sources pointed
out.

“The State will highlight
concerns, legal impedi-
ments, and possible sug-
gestions since the Centre
has asked for it,” sources
said.

not respond to The Hindu's
request to comment on the
Karnataka-related  issue.
While a detailed question-
naire was sent to multiple
authorised email IDs in the
UIDAI on November 13, fol-
lowed by a couple of re-
minders, The Hindu did
ot receive a response.

70 million transactions

In India, about 70 million
authentication  transac-
tions take place daily and
so far over 100 billion auth-
entication  transactions
have taken place. Interest-
ingly, weeks after the non-

live transaction frauds
came to light in Karnataka,
a top bank in the country,
in a newspaper advertise-
ment warned customers of
possible AePS frauds, and
asked the customers to
lock biometric data on the
UIDAI website as per use.
Sources said that banks
should not have allowed a
single-step authentication
since it is a financial tran-
saction. “Ideally, the auth-
entication should be of two
steps — one involving bio-
metrics and the other with
an OTP. In this case, the
fraudsters have been able

to siphon off money be-
cause a non-live authenti-
cation is  available.”
Though most banks have a
live authentication system,
sources suspected that this
fraud would not have ta-
ken place unless the bank-
ing correspondents hired/
contracted by the banks
who operate the AePS con-
nived with the fraudsters.
The National Payment
Corporation of India is the
payment gateway for the
AePS, and mails to its cor-
porate communication 1D
to elicit its response on the
issue went unanswered.



E-khata to be issued for properties
across state, to be linked to Kaveri

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bengaluru

THE Karnataka government is
keen on digitising all property
records in the state to ensure
smooth sale and purchase of
properties, through which the
government can earn appropri-
ate revenue from taxes. The
records will be linked with the
Kaveri portal.

Senior officials in the revenue
department held a meeting with
members of the cabinet sub-com-
mittee recently, where the sugges-

tion was made to issue e-khata to
all properties in the state.

“We want to bring all proper-
ties on record. At present, tax
payment receipt is digitised, but
all property documents are on
paper, including in Bengaluru.
While digitisation of all prop-
erty records in Bengaluru is be-
ing planned, the same is now be-
ing proposed for the entire state.
This will be a major move if it
comes through,” said a senior
official from the revenue
department.

BBMP Special Commissioner

(Revenue) and Bidar district in-
charge secretary Munish
Moudgil held a meeting with
Forest, Environment and Ecol-
ogy Minister Eshwar Khandre
regarding the matter, and said
that issuing e-khatas to proper-
ties across the state will ensure
there are no errors in document-
ing properties, and in taxation.
According to government
records, there are over 54.91 lakh
properties under the jurisdiction
of urban local bodies, of which
20.55 lakh are authorised and
34.35 1akh are unauthorised.

Source: The New Indian Express, p.2, Dec. 6, 2023
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Astoryoftwo Indias

Contrasts between north
and south signal that
political competitiveness
is alive and well

SAGARIKA GHOSE

therafter therecent Assembly polls

in five states. While South India is
‘BJP-mukt’,barring Puducherry, North
Indiais‘Congress-mukt’, barring Him-
achal Pradesh. The BJP controls west-
ernIndia, butthe east presents a mixed
picture, with Trinamool Congress in
Bengal, Biju Janata Dalin Odisha, and
a Mahagathbandhan in power in Bi-
har. With the BJP sweeping to power
inthe three Hindi heartland states but
remainingadistant thirdin Telangana,
the geographical fragmentation of the
polity appears even more pronounced.

The personality of Prime Minister
Modi dominated the BJP’s 2023 cam-
paign in Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh and Telangana.
The BJP consciously did not project
any chief ministerial face and ran a
Modi-centric campaign, which paid off
handsomely for the party in the north
butnotin Telangana.

There are three planks to Modi’s
immense popularity in the north: One,
Hindutva politics and Modi’s persona
as an unapologetic Hindu nationalist;
two, Modi’s anti-elite OBC identity,
which resonates with the post-Man-
dal movement backward caste social
revolution in North India; and three,
projecting Modi as the ‘vikas purush’
or someone who will usher in blitz-
krieg development in long-neglected
regions.

All three of these planks face struc-
tural barriers in the south. First, the
appeal of Hindutva centering around
the "Hindi-Hindu-Hindustan’ formula
is limited in states with proud linguis-
tic, devotional, and cultural traditions.
Theimposition of Hindilanguageis an
explosive issue. Anti-Hindi language
riots havetaken place sincethe1930sin
Tamil Nadu, where Brahmanical Hin-
dutva also faces serious social interro-
gation. In Karnataka recently, voices
were raised over the fate of Kannada
and the teaching of Hindi in schools.

Nor does Hindu-Muslim rhetoric
strike a chord in a more harmonious
civil society. When BJP rabble-rouser
Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma vowed to change the name of
Hyderabad to Bhagyanagar within an
hour of coming to power, a pushback

India’s political map has cracked fur-

ucated Muslim population.

Second, OBC politics in the south
long predates the Mandal revolution
of the north. In Tamil Nadu, backward
caste empowerment through the Dra-
vidamovement was already well-estab-
lished by the time the Mandal move-
ment of the late 1980s got underway.
Modi as a galvanising symbol of an an-
ti-upper caste upsurge does not work
because such symbols already exist in
plenty.

Theappeal of Modi as ‘vikas purush’
is not so potent either. State leaders in
Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh have
already laid claim to the ‘development
guru’ mantle. Jayalalitha fast-tracked
Tamil Nadu’s industrial boom. Chan-

drababu Naidu built Hyderabad into
anIT powerhouse. LDF and UDF both
take creditfor Kerala’s high healthand
education rankings.

The BJP’s footprint somewhat re-
sembles the ancient Mauryan and
Ashokan empires which bestrode
northand west but were unable to pen-
etrate far south. This is not surprising
given the geographical homeland of
the RSS-Jana Sangh-BJP. Founded in
Nagpur, the RSS first expanded in the
Hindibelt and Punjab. The BJP’s politi-
calancestor, the Jana Sangh, grew rap-
idlyin UPand MP, thankstoits general
secretary Deendayal Upadhyaya who
worked tirelessly in UP. Jana Sangh’s
political star Atal Bihari Vajpayee
hailed from Gwalior, as did its later
stalwart Vijaya Raje Scindia.

While the Jana Sangh consolidated
itselfin North India, thesouthern states
remained Congress bastions or domi-
nated by regional heroes. In the 1977
post-Emergency elections, the Indira
Gandhi-led Congress was routed in
the north, but won over 120 seats in
the south.

In Tamil Nadu, the Dravidian giants
DMK and AIADMK have dominated

entrencheditselfagainstthe Congress.
Andhra Pradesh saw the rise of the
NTR cult for a decade in the 1980 to
1990s but in the 2004 and 2009 gen-
eral elections, Andhra voters stood
with the Congress. Indira Gandhi’s
“Indiramma” appeal endured in Kar-
nataka even after the Emergency, and
she scripted her stunning comeback
in 1978 from Chikkamagaluru. In the
1980s, the anti-Congress vote in Kar-
nataka went notwith BJP butcoalesced
around the Ramakrishna Hegde-led
Janata Party.

Except for former Karnataka CM B
S Yeddyurappa, the BJP has not been
abletobuild massleadersin the south.
In Karnataka, the BJP played Lin-
gayat-centric politicsand used a domi-
nantcaste to tap into anti-Congressism.
Within the Sangh Parivar, many South
Indian faces have risen to prominence
and RSS shakhas have grown exponen-
tially even in Kerala. Yet, the BJP has
no popular mass leadersin the south.

Conversely, the Congress has many
South Indian talents, like son-of- the-
soil mass leader Siddaramaiah, feisty
activists like A Revanth Reddy, and
resourceful organisation men like DK
Shivakumar. In the north, the Congress
talent pool hasshrunk badly andis pop-
ulated by senior citizens. Ashok Gehlot
has been the Rajasthan face for dec-
ades, ashasbeen Digvijay Singhin MP.
There is tremendous irony in Rahul
Gandbhi pitching for OBC representa-
tionthrougha caste census, but making
an upper caste Punjabi Khatri, Kamal
Nath, the face of the MP campaign. In
the north, the Congress’ ground organ-
isation hastakena debilitating hit from
counter-mobilisations of Mandir and
Mandal. Judging from the two big
victories in Karnataka and Telangana
in the space of a few months, clearly,
Congress’ organisational networks in
the south remain robust.

Northandsouth arethusondifferent
trajectories, and the divergence may
well reflect in the Lok Sabha polls of
2024. The BJP can hope to get only a
small share of the seats in the south,
although its dominance in the north
gives it a huge advantage. The delim-
itation exercise post-2026 could vastly
increase the north’s seat numbers and
political clout. In this situation of the
BJP’s northern supremacy, the south-
ern contrast is not at all a bad thing.
It means that political and electoral
competitivenessremainsaliveand well,
and multi-partydemocracy at the state
level stands as a challenge to the BJP’s
domineering ‘one-nation-one-party-
one-leader’ campaign.

(Thewriteris aseniorjournalist and

wasinevitablein a ciﬁ witha larﬁei ed- sincethe1960s.In Keralai the Left has ﬁﬂﬁf'ﬁﬁﬂr %ﬁé ‘r.z D%ﬂ
Source: Deccan Herald, p. 8., Dec. 6, 2023
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Govt. to reconstitute panel to
study Old Pension Scheme

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

The State government will
reconstitute within 10 days
the committee formed in
March to study and submit
a report on a proposal to
reintroduce Old Pension
Scheme (OPS) for govern-
ment employees in the
State, Revenue Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda told
the Legislative Council on
Thursday.

The government had
constituted the one man-
committee headed by the
Additional Chief Secretary
on March 1. Its mandate
was to study how some

States in the country,
which had reverted to the
OPS from the National Pen-
sion Scheme (NPS), have
implemented OPS. It is yet
to submit its report.

Rajasthan, Chhattis-
garh, Jharkhand, Punjab,
and Himachal Pradesh
have reverted to OPS.

The Revenue Minister
replied to a question by
members Marithibbe Gow-
da, S.V. Sankanura, and He-
malatha Nayak during the
Question Hour on behalf of
Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah.

Mr. Gowda said that the
committee had held three
sittings since then. It could

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Dec. 8, 2023
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not submit its report due to
technical reasons. The
Chief Minister has instruct-
ed to reconstitute it by ad-
ding three or five more
members.

The members demand-
ed that a deadline be fixed
for the committee to sub-
mit its report and the
terms of reference the
committee to be reconsti-
tuted should be clearly
mentioned. They said that
the committee should also
ensure that employees of
government aided private
education institutes are
not deprived of OPS. The
Minister said their demand
would be examined.

Back to Contents




Social Issues

K'taka govt opposes Centre’s proposal
to replace IPC, CrPC and Evidence Act

Says Names Are
In Hindi Which Is
Unconstitutional

BV.Shivashankar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The Congress
government in Karnataka
has opposed the BJP-led Cen-
tre’s proposal to repeal crim-
inal laws and replace them
with new legislations. The
state government has op-
posed the very names of the
new laws, pointing out that

[ENGLISH PLEASE

they are in Hindi. It said the
names should be in English
and naming them in any
other language is a violation
of the Constitution.

The Centre has proposed
to replace the Indian Penal
Code (IPC)-1860, the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC)-
1973, and the Indian Evidence
Act-1872 with new laws —

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta-2023, The Bharatiya Na-
garik Suraksha Sanhita- 2023
and The Bharatiya Sakshya
Sanhita-2023 respectively.

In a letter to Union home
minister Amit Shah, chief
minister Siddaramaiah said
the central government’s
move to name the new laws
in Hindi is a violation of Ar-
ticle 348 of Constitution
which mandates names of all
laws should be in English. He
also pointed out that the law
stipulates that all proceed-
ings in the Supreme Court
and all high courts should be
in English.

His letter is based on a
report submitted by an ex-
pert committee which the
chief minister had consti-
tuted to study the subject.

“As per Article 348 of the
Constitution, the revised
names of the new bills are
not acceptable as words
‘Nyaya’, ‘Nagarik’, ‘Surak-
sha’, ‘Sakshya’ and ‘Sanhita’
are not English words,” said
the report of the committee

REMEMBRANCE: Siddaramaiah paid tribute to former chief minister

Kengal +

on his death anniversary on Friday

headed by law and parlia-
mentary affairs minister
HK Patil.

The report has observed
that although the new laws
have been titled with the
word ‘Bharatiya’, many sec-
tions of the bills use the word
‘Indian’ indicating the lack of
sincerity. For instance, in Sec-
tion 1 of The Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, the word In-

dia has been used in 16 places
instead of Bharat.

“The Centre has claimed
that its move to replace the
old criminal laws with new
ones isaimed at de-colonising
theselaws,” Patil said. “While
we appreciate the need for de-
colonisation, the content in
the revised laws merely re-
flect tokenism and ad-hocism.
It appears they want change

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Dec.2, 2023
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only for the sake of change.”

The Centre introduced the
new bill in Parliament during
the winter session in August
and Jagdeep Dhankar, chair-
man of the Rajya Sabha, re-
ferred them to the house
standing committee on home
affairs for examination.
Meanwhile, the Union home
ministry sought opinion
from all states on it. Siddara-
maiah constituted an expert
committee, which submitted
its report in October.

“90% provisions retained’
Besides the names, the panel
has also raised various other
objections. The panel found
that there is very little differ-
ence between existing laws
and the proposed new laws.
Some 90% of the provisions
have been retained, it said.
“When substantive provi-
sions remain the same, no
major purpose is served by
merely renaming the Acts,”
said the report.

The report said there is
“no visible effort” to make

the laws relevant to the mod-
ern age and it has suggested
including cybercrimes,
hacking, economic offences,
spying of nuclear secrets,
stashing of currency depos-
its in tax haven countries,
digital sabotage and other
crimes. It says this can be
done by amending existing
laws and there is no need to
repeal them or replace them
with new ones.

The Karnataka govern-
ment has sought to highlight
the “duality” of the exercise
as it found that section num-
bers have been changed al-
though the provisions re-
main the same.

For instance, Section 420
of IPC that prescribes pun-
ishment for cheating has
been changed to Section 316.
“We have suggested to re-
tain the numbers and
scheme of sections to avoid
unnecessary confusion and
preserve legal continuity
and smoother transition to
the new framework,” minis-
ter Patil said.



In 2022, Bengaluru saw most cases of
cybercrime registered across all metros

City reported 9,940 such cases, according to NCRB data; senior police official says Bengaluru tops the list because of the high concentration

of IT professionals in the city, which also reflects in high levels of awareness about cyber laws, prompting better reporting

Crimes reported in Bengaluru in 2022

Type of crime Number of cases
Causing death by negligence 902
Robbery 603
Hitand run 222
Murder 173
Rape 151
Sexual harassment 120
Dowry death 29
Death due to negligence of civic authorities 21

IPC cases registered in Bengaluru

Year
2020
2021
2022

Total number of cases
19,964
21,548
28,666

Crimes against vulnerable population

Year Crimes against
women

2020 2,730

2021 3,127

2022 3,924

Crimes against| Crimes against

children senior citizens
1,103 210
1,342 237
1,578 458

L b ,
Bengaluru has five dedicated police stations to exclusively deal with cybercrime cases and this has also
meant ease of reporting. In the current year, the city clocked over 9,000 cybercrime cases by

City also has most

Crimes/atrocities against Scheduled

Castes/ Scheduled Tribes

146
178
247

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

engaluru has again
Btopped the list in
cybercrimes regis-

tered across all metro cities
in India in 2022. The city
has topped the chart of cy-
bercrimes cases for several
years now.

However, this time, the
city accounts for nearly
three-fourths of the cases
recorded in 19 metro cities,
as per the data released by
the National Crime Re-
cords Bureau (NCRB) on
Sunday.

The city reported 9,940
cybercrime cases of the
13,534 cases reported in 19
metro cities during 2022,
or 73.4% of the cases regis-
tered, the data shows.

A senior official said
Bengaluru tops the list in
cybercrimes because of
the high concentration of
IT professionals in the city,
which also reflects in high
levels of awareness about
cyber laws, prompting bet-
ter reporting.

However, the NCRB data
shows Hyderabad, the cap-
ital of Telangana, another

Source: NCRB annual report, 2022

4,027 narcotics cases
recorded in 2022

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The city has also recorded
the most narcotics cases
among 19 metro cities
across the country, with
4,027 cases, including 570
against peddlers in 2022.

The city police em-
barked on a special drive
against narcotics in the city
during the pandemic in
2020 and have kept at it
since then.

The Police Commission-
er releases data of drug sei-
zures, cases and arrests
made in narcotics cases ev-
ery month.

The city also has the

most cases registered un-
der The Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act, 1956, es-
sentially over prostitution.
The city registered 403
cases, followed by Chennai
which registered 156.

A senior official said that
the high number of narcot-
ics and prostitution cases
was also an indication of
better enforcement.

However, the city also
saw the most dowry ha-
rassment cases. Of 1,221
dowry harassment cases
registered in 2022, 964
were registered in Bengalu-
ru alone. Patna in Bihar re-
gistered the second highest
number of cases, 228.

IT hub in South India, re-
ported only 282 cyber-
crime cases among the 19
metro cities. Lucknow,
Ghaziabad, Noida, and
Kanpur reported more cas-
es.
The city, having five

dedicated police stations
to exclusively deal with cy-
bercrimes, has also meant
ease of reporting.

Even in the current year,
the city has already
clocked over 9,000 cyber-
crime cases by November-

Source: The Hindu, p.3, Dec. 5, 2023
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November-end. REUTERS

end.

With the growing num-
ber of cases , the City Pol-
ice Commissioner had
asked the jurisdictional law
and order police to pitch in
and start registering cyber-
crime related cases at the
local police stations to as-
sist their counterparts.

In addition the Commis-
sioner has also set up five
Special Investigation
Teams (SIT) each headed
by a Deputy Commissioner
of Police (DCP) to probe
specific kinds of cyber-
crimes.

Investigation and recov-
ery of money lost in cyber-
crimes has improved with
the Cybercrime Incident
Report (CIR) which helps
to freeze transactions of
stolen money in cyber-
crimes in real time.

However, the recovery
is still only a fraction of the
money lost.

Information Technology
Minister Priyank Kharge
said that the State, on an
average, lost 1 crore a day
to cybercrimes in 2022.

Karnataka also topped
the list of States in the
number of cybercrime cas-
es reported with 12,549 re-
gistered, out of the total
31,908 registered in 2022.

cases of rash and
negligent driving

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Bengaluru has also topped
the chart in the maximum
number of cases booked
against drivers for rash
and negligent driving,
among 19 metro cities, in
2022, the National Crime
Records Bureau (NRB) da-
ta released on Sunday
showed.

The data revealed that a
total of 2,111 cases were re-
gistered against motorists
causing grievous hurt to a
total of 2,428 people. Ko-
chi comes second with
1,729 cases, ahead of Mum-
bai and Delhi.

A senior traffic police of-
ficial said that the highest
number of cases indicate
better enforcement in the
city rather than the driving
scenario compared to oth-
er cities. However, he ad-
ded a lack of lane disci-
pline was a big problem.

The city traffic police
have brought several mea-

A senior traffic police
official said that the
highest number of
cases indicate better
enforcement

sures to ensure discipline
among motorists and to
contain the number of
road accidents.

However, owing to ma-
ny reasons and the grow-
ing number of vehicles, li-
mited road infrastructure,
accidents and traffic viola-
tions are on the rise, the
senior official said.

The traffic police have
recently introduced Artifi-
cial Intelligence-based en-
forcement cameras for
traffic management.

The Bengaluru Traffic
Police have moved to
mostly online enforce-
ment and streamlined the
traffic situation through
strict enforcement over
the last two years, an offic-
er with the Traffic Depart-
ment said.



Usetechtoend
manual scavenging

KARAMALA AREESH KUMAR
& SANA Z AHMED

ime Minister Modi’s par-

Pfi‘gpation in the Madiga

Rally during the elec-

ion campaign in Telangana

strengthened the movement

‘or sub-categorization among
scheduled Castes.

Historically, Madigas
‘Chamar) across the country
veresubjected tosubordination
ind forced to engage in menial
yecupations to serve the domi-
1antcommunities. Theyarealso
:ermed the most marginalised
imong the marginalised com-
nunities. WhileIndia celebrates
ts 77 years of independence,
herestill existsasection of soci-
>ty that has been treated as the
owest layer of the Indian caste
rierarchy. Being born into the
ower caste, Madigasarebarred
rom adopting other occupa-
ions, which has made manual
jcavengingatraditional occupa-
ion,whereas the Mala (Mahar)
:ommunityis mostlyassociated
wvith agricultural labour. Madi-
sas in India are often subjected
'0 social exclusion and violence
»ased on their caste identity;
10wever, manual scavenging
sregarded as the “menial job,”
indwhat’ssurprisingishowthe
secupation is linked with the
:oncept of purity and impurity
nmodern India.

Several organisations and
novements, such as Madiga
Dandora, Safai Karmachari
Andolan, and several others,
we fighting for dignity, equali-
¥, and justice for lower castes.
According to Safai Karmachari
Andolan, there are 26,00,000
seople involved in community
Iry latrines, 7,70,000 workers
nsewer cleaning, 36,176 manu-
scavengingatrailway stations,
ndnearlyl,760individualshave
ost their lives due to poisonous
sases while clearing the clogs.
Vanual scavenging was abol-
shed through the Employment
»fManual Scavengers and Con-
struction of Dry Latrines (Pro-
1ibition) Act 0f1993, which was
1gain altered by a stronger law,
‘e Prohibition of Employment
1sManualScavengersand Their
Rehabilitation Act, according
‘0 which manual cleaning was
lowed with precautionary
neasures only in places where
nachines cannot be deployed.

PM Modi’s government in-
roduced programmes such
1s Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan
ind the National Action for
Vlechanised Sanitation Ecosys-
em (NAMASTE) to promote
nechanisation by protecting
ind training workers. Howev-
xr, these schemes are not fully
nvolved and are left half-im-

continued for years and have
not been fully abolished. Modi,
in his book “KARMAYOG,” re-
ferred to manual scavenging as
a“spiritual experience,”butlater
he changed hisstancetoabolish
manualscavenginginoneofthe
Mann Ki Baat episodes on the
125th birthanniversary of Baba-
saheb Ambedkar. Appreciation
and encouragement for manu-
alscavenging will increase caste
discrimination and the exclu-
sion of marginal communities.
While the PM promised to end
the practice of manual scaveng-
ing, hisjumlas havenever turned
into reality because what has
been promised during election
campaigns is never fulfilled. It
was not necessary to create an
emotional moment by washing
the feet of the sanitation work-
ers in Prayagraj; fulfilling their
rightsandbringing themjustice
to live a life of dignity and free-
dom from dehumanising work
ismoreimportant than political
interests.

India has achieved techno-
logical advancements in the
medical sector and has suc-
cessfully reached the moon; the
eradication of manual scaveng-
ing is not very impossible. The
three-dimensional approach
can solve the scavenging com-
munity issues in India perma-
nently. First, the social stigma
attached to casteism and tra-
ditional occupations should be
addressed with legal measures.
For instance, ragging was one
of the major concerns in higher
educational institutions across
the country, which led to drop-
outsandsuicides. Afteradopting
stringent anti-ragging laws and
legislation, ragging was com-
pletely eradicated from univer-
sitiesand colleges.

The second is the implemen-
tation of sub-caste reservations.
The sub-castes among Dalits
were treated as others within
the community. They were
subjected to intra-exclusion
and discrimination. The imple-
mentation of reservations with-
in reservations will give access
to education and employment.
The sub-categorization will
lead to the economic and polit-
ical empowerment of the scav-
enging community. The third is
theuse oftechnology in hygiene
and cleaning. State and Union
governments should invest in
technology to clean public plac-
es, roads, and latrines. There
are many options available to
replace manual scavengingand
reducethedeathrate.

(Kumar is the Head, Dept. of
International Relations, Peace,
and Public Policy, St Joseph'’s
University, Bengaluru, and Sana
Ahmed is a research scholar at

slemented, as thez have been NLSIUi Benﬁalumi

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 9., Dec. 5, 2023
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ote Explained Via Voters’ Culture

Poor northerners working short-term in the south like BJP championing their cultural ethos,
something Congress is unable to do. But that’s also a BJP handicap in much of the south

HOW MIGRANTS MOVE

Narendar Pani

The results of four state
assembly elections
declared on Sunday are
more evidence of the
wedge in  political
behaviour between the
northand the south of India.

With national elections around the
corner, much attention will be paid to
the substantial advantage BJP gets from
this pattern. But a deep dive into the
economics of Indian politics shows
these patterns are a comment on the
political dynamics of inequality.

Short-term migrants | Inequalities of the
liberalisation process since 1991 have been
dismissed from the political discourse,
though their impact can be seen in elec-
tion after election. As India liberalised,
industries moved to areas that were
already doing well, largely concentrated
in the south and the west of the country.
The expensive cities in the south and
the west needed workers from the poorer
north and the east but did not pay them
enough to enable them to migrate perma-
nently. This resulted in the phenomenon
of short-term migrants, who leave their
families in their villages. These workers
carry out assignments in the cultures of
the south and the west and use their
earnings to improve their status in their
villages in the north and the east.

Transplanting north Indian culture | Mil-
lions of these workers and their kin, all
want a party that will take the culture of
their home districts to the parts of the
country where they work. BJP’s aggressive
push for a north Indian culture across the
country appeals to them. The link between
the condition of short-term migrant wor-
kers and BJP was evident in a comparison

Inequality & Elections

o Reforms rewarded rich states
e Migration vital for poor states
e Migrant votes key in north

e Welfare alone won’t win polls

Destination States

{ Source States

z West

A

-

A

£ . Bengal

WHERE THEY GO
(AGE GROUP 20-29)

Poor states UP, Bihar, Raj, MP, Bengal
etc have high net outmigration. Rich
states are migrant inflow states: TN,
Gujarat, Kerala, K'taka, Maharashtra

M 1991-2001 (000s)
M 2001-2011 (000s)
Top 5 Source States
up NI 2 955

o [ 1,135
Bihar ) 605
i 602
Rajasthan — o
« 1166
MP” o 765

[30
West Bengal 1235

5834

Top 5 Destination States
" 126
Tarmil Nadl — 1,013
I 305
Kerala o — 000

Maharashtra 507
. 224

Karnataka 348
Gujarat .& 343

*Undivided
Source: Eco Survey 2016-2017

1,064

of the map of districts where workers
could not get work for more than six
months in a year and hence had to take
short-term migrant assignments, and the
map of BJP’s constituency-wise vote in the
2014 parliamentary elections. There was a
very substantial overlap. Despite the
absence of the 2021 Census, there isnorea-
sontobelieve that the pattern has changed.

Where Congress falters | In appealing to
the culture of the migrant workers and
the society around them, Congress has
fallen far behind. Its leaders, especially
in Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan,
earned their spurs in the era before
liberalisation. They could not, even if
they wanted to, present a picture of a

party that would push the interests of
north Indian workers in the south.

Itdid notalso help that it could not com-
pensate for this loss of support by appea-
ling to tribal societies. Its state leadership
remains, at best, patronising to tribal con-
cerns. And Congress efforts to overcome
this disconnect in everyday work, through
welfare schemes, were just not enough.

Where BJP meets resistance | The same
emphasis on north Indian culture that
helps BJP in the north hurts it in the south.
The party still struggles to make inroads
intosouthernstates. The lone exception is
Karnataka, where the local leadership is
moreassociated with local culture.
Thisresistance to the imposition of a

Source: The Times of India, p.10, Dec.5, 2023
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north Indian culture is better captured
by local parties. Congress, after losing
to regional parties, has developed a
strategy for providingaprominent place
forlocal leaders.

Revanth Reddy was made president of
the Congress Telangana unit, and even
when he presented anational image of the
party, he found a place for local leaders
from neighbouring states, including
Karnataka chief minister Siddaramaiah.

Intrastate inequity also matters | To treat
this as just a matter of local versus
national leaders would, however, be a
mistake, as there was another inequality
atwork. Telangana’s economy is centred
around a single city, Hyderabad, much
like Karnataka's concentration of eco-
nomicresources in Bengaluru.

To maintain high growth rates, state
governments tend to invest a dispropor-
tionate share of resources in these
cities. Thiscausesresentment in therest
of the state. Asa party of the opposition,
Congress tapped into this resentment,
though that meant losing support in the
city constituencies.

InKarnatakaelections, Congress did
quite poorly in Bengaluru, even though
it won the rest of the state. And though
Congress has won Telangana, it has
fared poorly in Hyderabad.

Limits of welfarism | BJP's wins came
despite the flurry of welfare measures
Congress implemented in Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh. So, it is tempting to believe
that Hindutva and the Modi image conquer
all. But the lesson of this set of elections is
not that the economy does not matter; but
that a few welfare schemes cannot overco-
me the distress of working under extreme
regional inequality whether between
states or within states. Congress pioneered
thestrategy of growth atany cost, followed
by ameliorative welfare measures.

These election results have made it
clearthat if Congress wantstocontinueto
present an economic case to the electorate,
it cannot rely on welfare alone. It cannot
tacitly support demands for a 70-hour
work-week and then hope workers will be
attracted to a welfare measure or two.

Thewriter is a political economy analyst
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With 5 crimes per hour, B'luru
worst among southern metros

IT City Safer CITIES & SAFETY WORRY

Than Delhi
& Mumbai

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: In 2022, Bengalu-
ru saw at least five crimes be-
ing registered every hour, of
which at least three were un-
der the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and the rest under spe-
cial local laws (SLL), making
India’s IT hub the worst me-
tropolis city in the south, but
safer than Delhiand Mumbai.

NCRB DATA

Data from the National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) shows that total
crimes in Bengaluru grew by
27% in 2022 to touch 46,187
compared to 36,310 in 2021. In
2020, the same stood at 34,156.
IPC crimes grew more in per-
centage terms (33%) than
SLLcrimes (18%).

The NCRB’s classifica-
tion of metro cities is based
on population data from the
2011 census and has 19 cities,
including Bengaluru, Del-
hi, Mumbai, Hyderabad,
Chennai and Kolkata. And,
a comparison of crimes
among these cities shows
that Hyderabad, Chennai
and Kochi, the three major

CRIMES'IN|B!

Metro city allpn?es cr?:ll.:es Total
Bengaluru| 28,666 | 17,521 | 46,187
Hyderabad | 20,668 | 2,515 | 23,183
Chennai| 15,086 | 24,052 | 39,138
Kochi| 13,273 | 15,493 | 28,766
Kozhikode | 8,074 | 3,515 | 11,589

Coimbatore| 4,542 | 4,708 | 9,250
Delhi | 2.9 lakh | 19,567 | 3.1lakh
Mumbai| 69,289 | 19,809 | 89,098

Total cities | 6.2 lakh | 2.3 lakh | 8.5 lakh 5022
Source: NCRB | Figures in lakh rounded off

OVER THREE(VEARS

o

2021
I IPC Crimes MM SLL Crimes

1.1 lakh

2020 Total

Il Total Crimes

metros from neighbouring
states, are far behind Ben-
galuru in the incidence of
crime, while Coimbatore
and Kozhikode are placed
even better (see graphic).

Experts point out that
from variations in popula-
tion to a better reporting sys-
tem, a variety of reasons
could be responsible for Ben-
galuru’s high crime rate,
which of course pales in com-
parison to Mumbai (89,098)
and Delhi (3.11akh).

Serious crimes

A further analysis of various
crimes in Bengaluru shows
that of the serious IPC

crimes, in 2022, there were
tworapesevery fivedays (151),
one murder every second day
(173) and at least one attempt-
ed murder a day (389). Other
crimes against women were
more: On average, there were
two cases of outraginga wom-
an’s modesty each day (757),
while more than one woman
was assaulted each day (488).
There were 120 sexual harass-
ment cases, 63 cases of intent
to disrobe and 70 cases of
stalking.

A majority of the IPC
cases was thefts (7,574), fol-
lowed by hurt (2,817), kidnap-
ping or abduction (946) and
negligence (902).

Source: The Times of India, p. 2, Dec.6, 2023
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10k cybercrimes

Among the SLL crimes, the
city saw more than 10,000 cy-
bercrimes at the rate of
more than one every hour,
while there were more than
four crimes against women
every hour (1,660) with a ma-
jority of them being booked
under the Dowry Prohib-
ition Act, 1961.

There were 468 cases un-
der the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences
(Pocso) Act , 2012. There were
also 172 cases under the Copy
Right Act, 1957 and more than
4,000 cases under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances Act, 1985.
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6 of 10 cybercrimes in B'luru
were through Impersonation

Tech Capital
Table Topper
Among
19 Metros

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: In Bengaluru,
which continued to report
thehighestnumber of cyber-
crimes among metro cities
nationally in 2022, six out of
10 cases — 6,313 of 9,940 —
were related to cheating by
impersonation using a com-
puter. Nearly 29% (2,876) of

NCRB 2022 DATA

the cases were related to
identity theft.

According to data from
the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB), Bengaluru
reported the most number of
cybercrimes in 2022 across 19
metro cities.

At 9,940 — not including
copyright and trademark
crimes — Bengaluru clearly
hasnearly double thenumber
of cases than Mumbai and
Hyderabad. While Kolkatare-
ported the least number of

) AT WORK IN METROS

Total

8,892 25,255
4,436 3,303 2,553 1,196
4,724 2,833 2,433 10,292
685 345 166 9,990
271 76 186 533
75 220 172 467
24,420 17,115 18,657 60,192

Source: NCRB

cases(75) inthe year, Chennai
(271) and Delhi (685) too aren’t
comparable with Karnata-
ka’s capital.

Experts pointed out that
from vulnerable victims to
absence of mechanisms to
takequickaction,avariety of
reasons contribute to cheat-
ing. One of them said that if a
more detailed — FIR-by-FIR
—analysis is carried out, one
would find that in many
cases, lack of digital literacy
and victims’ ignorance about
warnings from various stake-
holders would have been ex-
ploited by criminals.

In fact, India’s IT city
alone accounted for nearly
41% of the 24,420 cyber-
crimes reported across met-

ro cities in 2022. And it ac-
counted for more than 83%
of the 12,000+ cybercrimes
reported in Karnataka.

Other than cheating by im-
personation, 477 cases were
registered for publishing sex-
ually explicit content, while
292 cases were booked for pub-
lishing obscene material. Six-
ty-seven cases involved pub-
lishing sexually explicit con-
tentrelated to children.

As per the NCRB data,
fraud was the motive inmore
than 93% or 9,289 cases,
while the city saw at least
one cybercrime per day that
was carried out to extort.
There, however, isnofurther
classification of the nature
of extortion.

Source: The Times of India, p. 3, Dec.7, 2023
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Aside from fraud and ex-
tortion, major motives be-
hind cybercrimes were sex-
ual exploitation (224), caus-
ing disrepute (26), revenge
(20) and emotional reasons
like anger (12).

Further, cybercrime cases
in 2022 rose by 55% in the city
compared to 2021(6,423). How-
ever, 2021 had seen a 28% dip
in cases compared to the pre-
vious year, which had report-
ed 8,892 cases.

For the three years togeth-
er, Bengaluru reported 25,255
cases, which is 42% of the
60,192 cases reported across
the metro cities — NCRB's
classification of metro cities
is based on population data
from the 2011 census.



16kin 11 months: Bluru sees bigcybercrime spike

RISHIKA KASHYAP
BENGALURU, DHNS

engalurureported nearly 16,000
chbercrimes in the first 11 months

0f2023. Every fourth crimein the
city now takes place online.

While the high number of cyber-
crimes isn’t surprising given Bengalu-
ru’s pre-eminence as the IT capital of
India, an official policy to register every
case has contributed to it significantly, a
top police officer says.

As per the latest data from the Crim-
inal Investigation Department (CID),
Bengaluru saw 15,779 cybercrimes,
or 23.4% of the total crimes (67,446).
Phishing, OTP frauds, extortion and

Danger online
ZRel

2021 39,922

(7 9'9,40

2022 150,679

ﬁ 15,779 _

2023* 167,446
*until Nov

Cybercrimes M Total crimes

or twice as many as any other cityin the
country. Mumbai (4,724) and Hydera-

sextortion were the most common of the  bad (4,436) were the distance second

46 cybercrimes reported in the city.
The CID shared the data just days

after the National Crime Records Bu-

reau’s annual report showed Bengaluru

and third, respectively.

In all, Bengaluru reported 50,679
crimes last year.

So big is Bengaluru’s dominance in

offences in Karnataka were reported in
the city.

Going by the high prevalence —and
registration — of cybercrimes, Bengalu-
ruis likely to top the countryin elec-
tronic offences this year, too. Going by
the monthly average, the city may well

report nearly 18,000
cybercrimes in 2023. @G
Dr M A Saleem, i;;’f £
Director General of s
Police, CID, Special G
Units and Economic Ao
Offences, gave reasons WATCH
for the huge numbers. M A Saleem
“Weregister all cases ‘)cr;ggergis;g”
that come to the notice ; :
of the police. We have w
eight exclusive cyber-

crime police stations. Even other police

stations take up such cases,” he told DH.
“This is one of the reasons why Bengalu-
rurecords so many cybercrimes.”

reﬁorted 9|940 cibercrimes last ieari cibercrimes that 81% of all electronic > beercrimeI Paie 9

CYBERCRIME,FROMPAGE 1

If the registration of cyber-
crimes is easy, their detection
is as difficult and sometimes
impossible.

The hardest to detect are
those committed in remote
parts of the world, thousands
of kilometres away from the
city police’s jurisdiction. “It’s
difficult to track down cyber-
criminals sitting in remote
parts of India or elsewhere in
theworld,” Saleem explained.

To improve the investiga-
tion, evidence collection and

detection of cybercrimes, the
CID is training police officers,
prosecutors and the judiciary.
It has already trained 6,000
people this year; most of them
are police officers. It’s also
training police station staff
across the statein the basics of
cybercrime investigation.

Saleemurged citizensnot to
respond to dubious messages
on their phones, secure their
digital credentials, update
them regularly and never an-
swer video calls fromunknown
numbers.

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 1&9., Dec. 7, 2023
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Untouchability still prevalentin
Karnataka: Report

BELAGAVI, DHNS: Untouchabil-
ity is still prevalent in several
parts of Karnataka, a legisla-
ture committee has said in its
report, flagging the resilience
of the dehumanising practice
of social exclusionin the state.

The committee also raised
questions on how much of Rs
2.5 lakh crore given to SC/STs
has reached them over the
years and sought a new mech-
anism to ensure the money is
used “properly”.

The Legislature Commit-
tee on the Welfare of Sched-
uled Castes/Scheduled Tribes,
headed by Malavalli Congress
MLA PM Narendraswamy,
tabled its interim report in the
Assembly on Wednesday.

“Even to this day, in several
places, the practice of untouch-
abilityhasnot been eradicated
completely,” the committee
noted, without elaborating.

According to the report,
there are 1.8 crore SC/STs in
Karnataka. Since 2013, the
government has provided
Rs 2.5 lakh crore to SC/STs

Ruckus over
CM assurance

Chief Minister Siddara-

; maiah’s
assurance
ataMuslim
convention
| thathe
wants to in-
creasethe
budget for minorities to
Rs10,000 crore created
aruckusinthe Assembly
on Wednesday.
DetailsonPage5

Sub-Plan and Tribal Sub-Plan
(SCSP-TSP).

The money, the report said,
is not reaching them. “A new
mechanism is needed to see to
it that the money is used prop-
erly,”the report stated.

The committee noted that
the problem of fake SC/ST
caste certificates continues
unabated and 175 tahsildars
are facing cases.

under the Scheduled Castes » Untouchabilitx, Page 5

Untouchability, from Page 1

The committee flagged the
deaths of 92 students in the
last five years at schools run
by the Karnataka Residential
Educational Institutions Soci-
ety (KREIS). Thisincludes 29
students who died by suicide
and under mysterious circum-
stanceswhile going home, the
report stated.

“No proper investiga-
tion has been done on these
deaths,”Narendraswamysaid.

In its report, the commit-
tee recommended the gov-
ernment to seek information
from parents on whether or
not the Directorate of Civil
Rights Enforcement conduct-
edaprobeinto the deaths.

The committee expressed
concern over the safety of
girls at KREIS schools, say-
ing that only 93 women war-
dens are available for girls in
206 schools. The committee
has asked the government to
appoint lady homeguards to

each school.

Several hostels run by the
social welfare department
function in rented buildings
and are in a horrible condi-
tion, the reportsaid. “Without
proper toiletsand bathrooms,
students are forced to bathe
outin the open,”itsaid.

Thecommitteehasalsorec-
ommended the government
toissue new CL-2, CL-7,CL-9
and CL-11 liquor licences and
provide reservation for SC/
STs.

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 1&5., Dec. 7, 2023
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BENGALURU, DHNS

itizens of Whitefield in Ben-
galuru recently decided to do
a fomp:uh audit and record

ints in Bruhat Ben-

Urban Affairs

es mmpﬂhuthm@ multiplesources.
One of the main sources is the Sahaaya
app.
Theappthatissupposed to beavailable
atallmajorappstoresis notavailable for
i i Android

galuru Mahanagara Palike’s
(BBMP) Sahaaya grievance system so
that there is a record of the issue. An-
jali Saini, an active resident from the
Whitefield area, says that she logged
aboutsevencomplaints, including poorly
done optical fibre cable (OFC) chambers
whereanyone can tnp and fall. Inanoth-
erplace, whilethe

phones and iOS app store; hence, users
with the latest Android phones or Apple
phones cannot use the Sahaaya app.
Sandeep Anirudhan, acitizen activist,
crowdsourced issues with the Sahaaya
app. One of the issues highlighted is the
ease of use with an intuitive user inter-
face. “The menu interface is based on

footpath was broken fully.

The complaint was assigned to the
traffic engineering cell of the BBMP, “It
was not big: it would have taken just two
hours to fix it,” she says, adding that the
complaints were marked as resolved
without fixing the issues, Whenshe con-
fronted the official, he told her that the
issuewasa partofabig tender.

Complaints related to OFC remained
unresolved. “I don’t know why the OFC
contractor can't fix this. Nobody is an-
swerable in the OFC department,” says
Anjali, adding that a call from the ward
engineer can quickly fix the issue with
a call to the contractor. This is just one
exampleofthe problemin BBMP's public
grievance system.

Issues with Sahaayaapp

ities, which people who are not working
inthedeptorengage frequentlywith, will
not be aware of. The average citizen will
not know which particular issue comes
under which department,” says a letter
drafted by him to the Special Commis-
sioner (IT), BBMP.

For example, an average citizen does
not know Major Roads and Ward Engi-
neering departments take care of differ-
ent categories of roads and which roads

HELPINGFIXCITY'S WOES

Sahaaya helps, but can be better

The public grievance system is effective in most cases. However, BBMP
some glitches tobe 100% effective

agging
@ICCCBengaIuru
@BBMPCares,
@osd_cmkarnataka
On Facebook, tagging
relevant handles
WhatsApp: 9480685700
Playstore: Sahaaya 2.0 app
Emails to the offices of
chief minister, deputy chief
minister, administrator and
commissioner

Helplines:
1533,080-22221188,
080-22660000

szaspandann or those directed at th
offices of the chief mmsterorthedeputv
chiefministerare diverted tothe Sahaaya
redressal system.

‘When someone tags the Office of the
Officer on Special Duty to Chief Minister
of Karnataka, known ‘for effective com-

Centre (ICCC), established under
the SmartCities Mission, aimed to
bring data-centricsolutions tourban
will be at the heart of the

Imcgraud Command and Control

plaint the that
fall under BBMP’s purview are assigned
to BBMP Sahaaya.

The Sahaaya staff assign every com-
plaint to one of the 24-25 categories and
allocateittothe concerned officialsin the
respective zones or wards. The officials
cancheck and solve the complaints, take
photos, and upload them to the po

BBMP also sources Depending on the nature of the com-
complaints from TV reports plaints, they are given a timeframe to
and newspapers solve them. For example, street light
~ complaints n\uslbcrcsolvcdm!lnnughl
hours. Many p
daystosolve.
partments keep calling even after the
problem is solved. Hopeamid problems

Apeek into Sahaaya system

Along with this, some issues are diffi-
cult to find, and there are no options for

Swamy, Deputy Commis-
sioner (administration), says that Sa-
haaya 2.0, the current publlc grncvnncc

tomark ‘others’, hisletter says.

The letter also talks about im-
provements in the dashboard with
status display, chat interaction op-
tions with officials, fixing the glitches

system,
the Integrated Command and Control
Centre (ICCC).

In addition to traditional calls and
emails, complaints and grievances are
sourced from Twitter, Facebook, news-

Citizens complain of complaints getting
marked as ‘resolved’ without actual res-
olution. Officials are aware of this issue.
Swamy says that sometimes, issues like
garbage complaints are back in no time,
even if the issue is resolved, and people

hei itismark ‘re-

citizen grievance system. Now in the
trial mode, the ICCC is designed to
beonehelpline number for the entire
cityin future.

Out of 14 departments that are
supposed tobe integrated with ICCC’s
system, eight have been integrated
already: Bruhat Bengaluru Mahan-
agara Palike, Bangalore Electricity
Supply Company, Bengaluru Metro
Rail Cor Limited

~ Towards one helplme for the entire city

integrated, a call to 1533 will seam-
lessly connect a citizen to the public
grievance system, encompassing all
departments.

The data from these agencies col-
lected at the ICCC is analysed, and
insights are presented in such a way
as to enable better decision-making,
says Krishnakumar, an expert work-
ingatICCC.

He says the air quality index, foot-
fall at various metro stations, power
usage and outage data, etc., are ex-
amples of the data that will become
useful to policymakers and adminis-

helCCC ion-

Water Supply and Sewerage Board,
Karnataka State Pollution Control
Board, Karnataka State Natural Dis-
aster Monitoring Centre, Karnataka
State Remote Sensing Applications
Centre and the Health Department
(ambulance division).

The call centre is only the front
end of the ICCC. BBMP, BWSSBand
BMRCL have been integrated into
it almad) BESCOM and BMTC are

solved'. He says the same thing happens
with potholesand streetlights, too, while
the other issues do not fall so much into
this category.

are
re1dymbemtug,rated mm(hns Once

theissue was assigned to an official from

ingata full scale.

Thissystem comesin handy during
disaster management as well. About
80 sensors are installed in stormwa-
ter drains located in low-lying areas,
and live flood status data is recorded
at the ICCC. When there is rain and
flood, that data can be used to alert
the system and warn people, say of-
ficials.

After the successful trial run, the
ICCCis now awaiting formal inaugu-
ration.

health issues, and road infrastructure.

BBMP’s helplinecontrolroomhasphone  etc. Italso says that the feedback loop ~ papers, television, etc. grievanc- by the other ward. Finally, he had to fight ~Stormwater drains and town planning
numbers, WhatsAppnumberandsourc-  inside BBMP is missing, as some de-  esthatcometo lightin lik hy | chi Allotherissues  with the official to get it fixed. Swamy complaints are also common in some
arelookedafterbyjointcommissionersin  says that today, such issues cannotcome  zones. Officials boast of solving 97% of

Sahaaya status (January 1,2023to November 30, 2023) thezones. Themandateisthat 99%of the upasol‘l'cmls havc been a;kcd to cuhcr the problems within the stipulated time.
cases should be solved at the zonal level. ith ¥ ints that come directly to the
Zone Registered Inprogress Longterm Resolved Rejected Total The review meetings are conducted other wards for speedy resolution. zonal offices are not shared with Sa-
resolution c\v:ry rucsday and the pendency of cases Citizens say the assigned official is haaya, and no one knows how the issues
% d. Every week, i no longer at the job, or the  are tracked. Sources feel integrating
Bommanahalli 441 1 169 13925 284 14820 temreceivesmorethan1500comphaints, - contact numbers are incorrect. Swamy  zonal helplines with the Sahaaya system

Dasarahalli 93 1 101 3593 45 3833 and:huanu numéx’r f XISt oo du;u Kh”w |sbvevnhc1 lor':mbckm i Hies Y
resolved, too, says Swamy. official would have carried the phone atis the biggest challenge faced by
East 505 35 246 18,068 182 19,03 Acitizen nute::ls that lh{-re isnooption number, which would not have beenup-  Sahaaya staff? “Answering every ques-
to reopen the complaint or escalateitto  dated in the system, which leads to this  tion patiently without getting offended
Mahedeveplia Bal 13 283 14420 413 tadal thehigherauthorityifitisclosedwithout ~ problem. Officials promised to fix this by the tone of the callers,” says Subra-
RR Nagar 381 1 163 14,141 156 14842 resolutionorifthecomplainantisunhap-  issuesoon. manya K, in charge of the Sahaaya con-
South 669 4 87 18226 254 19,240 py. Officials agree that there isa need o Data shared by BBMP Sahaaya staff trol room. He adds that installing more
- . have an option to reopen the show i CCTVs in underpasses and integrating
West 230 5 111 9.868 210 10424 ordispute the resolution. solid waste management, road mainte- CCTVs used by Bengaluru city police
Yelahanka 245 12 135 10960 19 11548 Another citizen said Iha[ astreet hght nance: and street hghts I‘hcolhcr major will help the system monitor issues like

2 = issue remained ¢ categor floods better during rains.
[BBMP Total ,245 72 301 1,03,207 1745 RERYR  road was on the border of

Source: Deccan Herald, p 3A., Dec. 2, 2023
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BBMP identifies over 1,000
encroachments in 3 months

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: Following a direction from the
high court to find and clear all encroach-
ments on stormwater drains in the city, Bru-
hat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
identified 1,134 more suspected encroach-
ments between August 28 and November 30.

BBMP officials said they will clear these
encroachments soon after the revenue de-
partment conducts a survey and tahsildars
concerned issue clearance orders.

BBMP chief commissioner Tushar Giri
Nathsaid the Palike has prepared aschemeto
identify and clear the encroachments. The
Palike submitted it to the high court, which
approved the scheme.

The 1,134 encroachments were identified
according to the scheme. The revenue depart-
ment will identify the encroachers and extent
of encroachment, among other details. Later,
the tahsildars will issue notices to the encroa-
chersbefore BBMP starts evicting them.

Meanwhile, Giri Nath has set a deadline
of 15 days to clear about 370 encroachments
identified across the city before August 28.
The tahsildars concerned have issued evic-
tion orders after verifying and hearing the
encroachers’ version.

AFTER HC DIRECTIVE

The chief commissioner held a meeting
with officials from BBMP and Bengaluru Ur-
ban district administration Friday. He direc-
ted them to clear by December 15 the encro-
achments for which tahsildars have issued
eviction orders.

Hesaid of the 3,147 encroachments identi-
fied in the city earlier, 2,247 have been cleared
so far. Of the 900 that need to be cleared, 130
arein courtand 401 eviction orders are under
implementation.

According to BBMP officials, Mahadeva-
pura zone officials started encroachment-
clearance drive Friday and cleared a few en-
croached properties at Kundalahalli. “We'll
continue the drive on Saturday too. We’ll de-
molish over 15 properties in Channasandra
on Saturday,” a senior officer said.

According to BBMP data, of the 370 pro-
perties which have received eviction orders,
223 are in Mahadevapura zone, 33 in East zo-
ne, one in West, 56 in Koramangala Valley, 29
in Bommanahalli, 21 in Dasarahalli, and se-
ven in RR Nagar. However, Mahadevapura of-
ficials said they have already cleared 100 of
the 223 properties.

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Dec.2, 2023
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Don’tbarkids
fromplaygrounds

Bengaluru parks
arenotinclusive --
they don’t provide
access to children

with disabilities

KRITHIKA SAMBASIVAN

s the garden city of In-
dia, Bengaluruishome
o about 1,200 parks.
For children growing up in
cities, parks offer play and
recreation opportunities that
are important for optimal
growth and development.
However, notall children have
equitable accessto parks, play
areas and play equipment. A
recent survey-based study by
Pacta of 32 BBMP parks in
Bengalururevealed thatparks
(inthe sample) scored 55% on
externalaccessfeatures (such
as paved footpath around the
park, gate large enough to
accommodate wheelchairs,
ramps atentrance) and a dis-
mal 38% on internal access
features (such as stone or
gravel walkway throughout
the park, smooth merging of
pathway and sections, and
lightsinthe play area), mean-
ing that much work remains
tobedone towards enhancing
physical access to parks for
children with disabilities.

In India, initiatives such
as the Accessible India Cam-
paign, 2015, the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act,
2016, and the Smart Cities
Mission, 2015, provided for
enhancing the accessibility
of public spaces for children
with disabilities and the right
toplay, recreationand leisure
activity. These policiesled the
National Institute of Urban
Affairs (NIUA)to chart guide-
lines on ‘Creating accessible
parksand play spaces: A how-
to guide for Indian cities’ in
2019. In Bengaluru, an NGO
called KilliKillimobilised civil
societyactiontowardsmaking
some parks inclusive in the
early 2010s. In 2022, Cubbon
Park inaugurated a play area
exclusively for children with
disabilities. While efforts are
being made to enable access
for people with disabilities
across public spaces such
as museums in Bengaluru,
children with disabilities are
left without adequate and ac-
cessible spaces to play in the
city.
In the study, accessibility
of parks was defined through
features that allowed ease of
mobility, were barrier-free,
and provided for usage of a
facility. The survey showed
that parks on average had
36%features that made them
accessible. Toelaborate, most
parks did not have features to
enable access to play areas.
For instance, most parks did
not have soft floorings and
sand pits in the play areas.
Similarly, ramps leading into
the play area were rare fea-
tures. Thus, children with
disabilities who have mobility
restrictions or are dependent
onwheelchairs cannotaccess
playareaswith ease. Further-

accessibility features of the
park, in most cases, the parks
did not include western toi-
lets, spaces for washing hands
anddrinking water facilities.

Parks fared better on
features such as footpaths
aroundthem, paved walkways
inside, gates large enough for
wheelchairs, provision of
rampsand railingsat the park
entrances,and proper fences.
Thus,someimportantaspects
of access are already present
in many parks. However,
much remains to be done to
make these parks accessible
for children with disabilities.
Cubbon Park, located in cen-
tral Bengaluru, had the best
scores for access among the
parkssurveyed.

For this research study,
the concept of inclusion was
related to enabling partici-
pation and engagement, and
non-segregation of spaces
within the park. The survey
found that, on average, a
park in the sample had 57%
of the features that enabled
inclusion. Several parks in
the sample scored above the
averagescore (Udayashankar
Children’s Park, 3rd Cross Rd
Park, Tamarind Tree Chil-
dren’s Park, Domlur SAARC
Park, Wipro Park,and so on),
highlighting that some parks
have created many of the fea-
tures of inclusion.

However, in many parks,
the play equipment was de-
signed to cater to specific
age groups of children and
did not allow for universal
participation. Only a few
parks had equipment such as
bucket-type seating and only
one park in the sample had
wheelchair-accessiblemerry-
go-rounds (i.e.,Cubbon Park).

Despite the relatively bet-
ter score of parks on inclu-
sion (57%) than accessibility
(37%), theabsenceofinclusive
and accessible components
in parks leads to inequality
in play, and segregation be-
tween typically developing
children and children with
disabilities. In the past, there
have been only a few sporad-
ic initiatives in Bengaluru by
the government, civil society
and corporate social respon-
sibility funders. But unlike
other cities such as Mumbai
and Kolkata, Bengaluru’s
smart city project does not
make any commitment to-
wards inclusive parks. Such
isolated and sporadic efforts
are insufficient to reinvent
parks as inclusive spaces
and do not provide the min-
imum critical mass to foster
change. The only response to
achieving the critical mass is
to rework existing parks to
become more accessible and
inclusive. Philanthropists,
urban planners, government
actors, citizen groupsand civil
societyinitiativesmusttogeth-
er create more high-pitched
momentum onmaking parks
moreinclusiveand accessible
sothattruly,nochildisleftbe-
hind.

(Thewriter leads disability
research at Pacta, a law firm
Jforthesocial sector and policy

more, considering the other zhinktanka

Source: Deccan Herald, p 10., Dec. 4, 2023
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‘Unscientific’ landfills, not a solid
fix for waste management

Rasheed Kappan
BENGALURU

re  ‘unscientific’
Alandﬁ]ls the only
way to manage

Bengaluru city’s massive
mountains of solid waste?
In the frantic, decades-
long struggle to deal with
this mammoth issue, why
has the focus shifted com-
pletely away from waste
processing? As more quar-
ries are identified as land-
fills, the search for a sus-
tainable long-term solid
waste management plan
has hit rock bottom.

The clarity is clearly
missing. The State-owned
Bengaluru Solid Waste
Management Limited
(BSWML) recently floated a
tender to set up two land-
fill sites in the city, one
near Bagalur and another
in Kada Agrahara in Maha-
devapura. It also proposed
to develop two existing
ones for the Bruhat Benga-
luru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP).

This came just weeks af-
ter Deputy Chief Minister
and Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar announced that all
waste processing plants
and landfills would be
shifted out of the city soon.
The waste, he declared,
would go straight to Inte-
grated Solid Waste Man-
agement Parks to be set up
in 100-acre plots located
far away from the city.

Integrated SWM Parks
On paper, the plan looks
grand. The parks are to be

57 %] =
File photos of Mavallipura garbage dumping yard near Doddaballapura.

proposed landfills? “The
landfill areas they are talk-
ing about, whether it is in
Kanakapura or Ramanaga-
ra, are all prime agricultu-
ral spaces. A hundred
acres, with a buffer around
it where the water will get
spoilt ... I can’t imagine
how they have the heart to
think of it,” notes Sandya
Narayanan from the Solid
Waste Round

quipped with comp
units, dry waste aggrega-
tion centres, landfills for
inert and rejects, genera-
tion of refuse-derived fuel
and waste energy plants.
The assurance to citizens is
this: They could forget
about all their problems
linked to landfills, odour
and other health hazards.
But what about the com-
munities living around the

Table (SWMRT). Moun-
tains of muck dumped by
trucks laden with upwards
of 4,000 tons per day for
years have led to extreme
groundwater contamina-
tion in Mandur and Maval-
lipura.

“Today, if you walk
through Mavallipura, you
see everything burnt, dark,
brown, the water spoiled.

Mandur too is like that.
They have spoiled the land
areas around the landfills,”
she says.

Not scientific, only
dumps

The city’s daily solid waste
generation, inclusive of
bulk generators, now ex-
ceeds 6,500 tons. “The
buffer area of one or two
kilometres around the
newly identified areas will
be spoilt as well,” warns
Sandya. The reason is
clear: Landfills have never
been scientifically struc-
tured. They are seen as
mere garbage dumps. In
the West, scientific landfill-
ing ensures that the waste
(leachate) does not perco-
late down to the ground-
water table and contami-

nate it. “The layering also
ensures that the landfill
gases do not escape either.
Here, calling it a landfill it-
self gives a wrong impres-
sion. It is nothing but
dumping.

They just look for some
quarry, dump the garbage
and finish it,” she points
out. Indiscriminate dump-
ing leads to the emission of
poisonous methane gas, al-
so sparking fires and ex-
treme air pollution. Un-
scientific landfills are also a
huge health hazard being a
storehouse of bacteria and
viruses, leading to lung

and cardiovascular
diseases.
Typically, scientific

landfills prevent the lea-
chate from seeping under-
ground by building a base

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Dec. 5, 2023

layer of 90 metres of clay.
Atop this layer, a 15-metre
drainage layer is built with
soil. To minimise soil ero-
sion, a vegetative layer of
about 50cm is then ap-

plied.
The absence of these
layers had the entire

groundwater table con-
taminated in Mandur, forc-
ing the villagers to source
water from distant Hos-
kote. The landfill there also
lacked vertical wells, a fea-
ture of scientific structures
to extract methane that
could be used to generate
electricity.

Landfills here are seen
as a simple, lazy approach.
As Sandya says, “They
don’t want to do it the hard
way by fixing the problem
through waste processing.

68

Landfill is an easy fix
where, at least for some
time, the problem goes
away till someone else
takes over.

Even the commissioners
are here for a year and a
half term. Nobody wants to
break their heads over it.
This is a terrible
approach.”

‘Waste-to-energy: Toxic,
expensive

Waste processing is com-
plex, requiring time, ef-
fort, pilot studies, deep

“It causes fly ash, residues,
suspended air particles,
asthma and all the related
diseases. When you should
be focusing on recovery,
you are burning the whole
thing. It is a ridiculous
exercise.”

But why should plastic
and e-waste be going to the
landfills at all when exist-
ing legislation mandates
that the producers and
brands take the Extended
Producer  Responsibility
(EPR)? This is the question
posed by Wilma Ro-

analysis and scaling up. drigues, Founder and
Currently, one approach  Chief Executive Officer of
being bandied about is  Saahas Zero Waste.

waste-to-energy. Many so- “Today, you have very
lid waste ex- good legislation, and EPR
perts see this as unaccepta-  regulations are very much

ble. They find it extremely
toxic and very expensive.

in line to ensure that plas-
tic and e-waste are not sent

to the landfills,” she says.

EPR potential to tackle
plastic, e-waste

The BSWML, which oper-
ates under BBMP, had re-
cently registered for EPR,
the implementation of
which is expected to yield
annual revenues of about
100 crore. It could now le-
vy a fee on companies to
process plastic and e-
waste. The collected waste
is to be processed and re-
cycled in Bidadi.

So, here is a source of re-
venue, notes Wilma. “But
this revenue has to go into
a proper system, which
means you have to bring
about a  behavioural
change in people. People
have to bring the waste to
collection centres, it has to
be stored appropriately
and properly sorted and
then sent to the material
recovery facility. There
should be a proper system
in place to ensure that the
waste does not actually go
to landfills. We need to see
more discussions on this,”
she explains. Unregulated
dumping into unscientific
landfills within the city has
led to a whopping 50 lakh
tons of legacy waste.
Moves are now afoot by
BSWML to call tenders for
bio-mining and bio-cap-
ping of four landfills to ad-
dress this issue. At least on
paper, it would take anoth-
er five years to clear this le-
gacy waste, as cited in the
last State Budget.

But bio-mining, too,
needs to be done scientifi-
cally, as Mandur residents
say. Raking up the waste,
lying dormant for years,
could spark up fresh trou-
ble, odour issues and
health hazards. Done with
care and sensitivity, this
could be tackled, say SWM
experts, who also want the
odour problem associated
with bio-methanation to be
fixed. As one of them as-
serts, “It is not an impossi-
ble task.”



BBMP mustfollow the
law on street vendors

enever a city undertakes a beautification
programme, the axe usually falls on the poor,
particularly streetvendors, while the big fish go
untouched. Itisthe same in Bengaluru, where the BBMP
hasbegun summarily evicting roadside vendors, without
following the due process of law, ostensibly to enhance
the city’s brand. Recent days have witnessed an increase
in such evictions, raising questions about the city’s inclu-
sivity. Vendors who have been an integral part of the city
for decades have been uprooted from Mahadevapura,
Jayanagar, Banashankari and many other areas. How-
ever, builders, big shopkeepers and outlets that cater to
the rich who have encroached upon footpaths and even
road spaces go scot-free in the BBMP’s scheme of things.
Moststreet vendorswhohad gone out of business during
the pandemic are yet to recover financially and get their
lives back on track. While the civic body has not even
issued a notice before launching the eviction drive, in
many cases, even vendors possessing valid licences have
been targeted.

The BBMP’sactionisillegal asitisin completeviolation
of the Street Vendors (Protection of
Livelihood and Regulation of Street e
Vending) Act, 2014. The central Beau“fymg
legislation, which seeks to protect WRI§ ([0}
the rights of urban street vendors o
and to regulate street-vending ac- mean_dnvmg
tivities, mandates the setting up of RC\\L) its
‘Vending Commiittees’by every mu-
nicipality. The committee should vulnerable
conduct a survey and identify all
existing street vendors. The num-
ber of street vendors should notexceed 2.5% of the popu-
lation of the ward, town or city, as the case may be. Where
the number of street vendors are more than the holding
capacity of the zone and exceeds the prescribed percent-
age, the committee is required to carry out a draw of lots
and accommodate the remaining persons in any adjoin-
ing vending zone. No person is to be evicted or relocated
until the survey is completed and licences are issued to
all vendors. Subsequent surveys should be conducted at
leastoncein fiveyears. The Actalso provides foranappeal
mechanism if a person is aggrieved by the committee’s
decision, and no such appeal is to be disposed of unless
the appellant has been given a hearing.

Unregulated encroachment of footpaths and public
spaces by vendors or others causes inconvenience to
the public and puts pedestrians at risk. There is hence a
need toregulate street-vending activities, a task towhich
Bengaluru’s authorities have failed to apply their minds
foryears. The current eviction drive, though, wasunder-
taken arbitrarily. Following a backlash, the BBMP has
since announced that it would temporarily halt the drive.
But thisis not enough. The law governing street vendors
should be implemented in letter and spirit. Vendors and
hawkers who belong to the disadvantaged section of
society have a right tolivelihood, too.

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 8., Dec. 5, 2023
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Our Cities: That Sinking Feeling

Chennai’s flooding comes on the heels of Delhi’s, Ahmedabad’s, Bengaluru’s and Mumbai’s. India will

soon be the world’s third largest economy but must

Sanjiv.Shankaran @timesgroup.com

Chennai on December 4
and 5 experienced its
seventh devastating
flooding in the last
50 years triggered by

Y cyclonic activity. It has
drawna comparison with the 2015 floods,
which claimed 289 lives and inundated
over twomillion houses.

It’s too early to properly gauge the
severity of the current flooding but
anecdotal evidence suggests it may be
more severe in intensity than what the
city experienced in 2015.

Michaung’s pounding | IMD’s data
showed that in the 48 hours between
Sunday and Tuesday mornings, the
rainfall in the Chennaisub-division was
39.5cm, over 19 times the normal.

The rainfall over the last few days
has reversed the northeast monsoon’s
trend. Between October 1and November
29, there was rainfall deficiency of
21%. By Tuesday morning, it had
turned to an excess rainfall of 54%.
This gives a sense of the deluge over
the last few days and the pressure on
the city’s infrastructure.

Plans on paper | The city receives about
60% of its annual rainfall between Octo-
ber and December. On paper, Chennai’s
hydrological layout has a semblance of
order. Three relatively shallow rivers
cut through the Chennai Metropolitan
Area (CMA) and flow into the Bay of
Bengal.

Connected water bodies | The three
rivers are linked by a navigation canal.
Finally, three large storage tanks that
supply drinking water to the city have
outlets to the rivers and surplus water
can be discharged into them.

Supplementing these water bodies is
the Pallikaranai marsh in the southern
periphery that plays a critical role in
regulating the storage and release
of water.

Times are changing | Earlier floodings
have already showed that the plans on
paper remain just that. The challenge,
not just Chennai’s authorities, but all
Indian cities now face is that there’s
an increasing incidence of extreme
weather events in the country.

The Global Climate Risk Index,
which captures data on the impact of
extreme weather events, showed that
the risks facing India have increased
recently. In the decade ended 2021, on
seven occasions India was ranked
among the top 10 countries exposed to
maximumrisk.

Riskier Chennai | Coming to rainfall, an
IPCC report based on a study of the
Indian monsoon for over a century
concluded that extremerain events have
become more pronounced after 1950.
Among major Indian cities, Chennai
faces a relatively higher level of risk.
A report by the Council on Energy,
Environment and Water, ranks Chennai
among the country’s hotspots for both

it also have third-rate
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extreme flood events and cyclones.

Urban chaos undermines plans | Chennai,
like other Indian cities, has a life
parallel to the carefully designed plans
of its authorities. Of course, this can
happen only through their connivance.
The 2015 floods catalysed a perfor-
mance audit of the relevant state
government institutions by CAG. Some
of the main flaws flagged by the report
arevery much present even now.

Encroachment raj | For example, CAG
pointed out that encroachments of
water bodies had a devastating effect.
Once again, on paper, the state govern-
ment is aware of the problem and has
acted. A law was passed in 2007 to
safeguard tanks from encroachments.
The 2015 floods showed that after the
passage of the law, these encroachments
kept increasing.

One can be sure, a post-mortem
this time will show that water bodies
have further shrunk over the last

Source: The Times of India, p.14, Dec.6, 2023
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urban infrastructure?
eight years.

Disappearing wetland | If there’s one
change that encapsulates the dubious
choices authorities in Chennai and
other cities often make, it’s the state of
the Pallikaranai marsh.

This wetland in CMA measured
about 5,000 hectares in 1975. By 2016, it
had shrunk to 695 hectares.

What’s unique is that it’s not just
illegal encroachments that squeezed
this wetland.

Money can’t buy safety | In a manner
reminiscent of what happened to the
Mithi river in Mumbai, Pallikaranai’s
shrinkage was partly on account of a
conscious decision to allow the informa-
tion technology industry to set up
infrastructure inthearea. Along with it,
came many gated communities that are
often inundated by heavy rainfall.

As Bengaluru’s upper echelons of
the technology ecosystem found out last
year, expensive investments are washed
away when urban planning ignores
common sense.

The state government has estimated
that between 2001 and 2015, Pallikaranai
witnessed a drop of 70% in its water
retention capacity.

False choices over development | Chennai’s
floods this year extracted a severe econo-
miccost. Notonly wereairandraillinksto
the city disrupted, work stopped in many
places including factories. It will take a
while to assess the insurance claims
for property damage. Inevitably, a lot of
people will end up bearing the cost of
repairs out of their pockets.

It exposes the senselessness of deci-
sions from the Himalayas to the coasts
in assessing environmental risks when
permitting the construction of infrast-
ructure andresidences.

The false binary between development
and environment won't prevent India from
soon becoming the world’s third largest
economy. But we will continue to suffer
from third-rate urban infrastructure.



Understanding e-waste: Bengaluru’s
challenges and solutions

With Mumbai and Delhi standing in the first and second places, Bengaluru is the third largest evaste generating city in India, according to Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology

YemenS.
BENGALURU

he rapid expansion
T of the Information

and Communica-
tion Technology sector has
led to a significant increase
in electronic waste (e-
waste), making it one of
the swiftly growing waste
streams in the country,
particularly ~ Bengaluru.
The exponential rise in the
use of electronic equip-
ment, coupled with the ac-
celerated  obsolescence
and subsequent upgrading
of these products, compels
consumers to dispose of
their old items.

According to the Minis-
try of Electronics and In-
formation Technology
(MeitY), with Mumbai and
Delhi standing in the first
and second place, Benga-
luru is the third largest e-
waste generating city in In-
dia, accounting for about
10.1% tonnes of e-waste per
year. Based on the study by
the MeitY, considering the
growth rate, the volume of
e-waste in the country was
0.7 million metric tonnes
(MT) in 2015 and is estimat-
ed to go up to 2 million MT
by 2025.

Why is e-waste
harmful?

Electronic items that have
been discarded or reached
the end of their lifespan,
including computers, In-
formation and Communi-
cation Technology (ICT)
devices, home appliances,
audio and video products,
along with their associated
peripherals, are common-
ly referred to as e-waste.
Due to E-waste, soil may
suffer from the leaching of
hazardous substances
from landfills, water sourc-
es like rivers and wells can
become  contaminated,
and air pollution can result
from emitted gases and the
burning of e-waste. Im-
proper recycling processes

|

i

g Solution

People dropping e-waste at a free e-waste collection drive organised by the R K. Nagar Residents Association in Chennai.

pose risks to human
health, including the inha-
lation of gases during recy-
cling, skin contact with ha-
zardous substances, and
exposure during acid treat-
ment in the recovery
process.

According to MeitY, ha-
zardous and toxic mate-
rials commonly found in e-
waste encompass lead (Pb)
and cadmium (Cd) within
printed circuit boards
(PCBs). Lead is typically
present in most electronic

lychlorinated  biphenyls
are found in capacitors and
transformers, while bromi-
nated flame retardants are
used on printed circuit
boards, plastic casings, ca-
bles, polyvinyl chloride
(PVC) cable sheathing for
insulation, and PBD/PBDE

in plastic parts of
electronics.
How to dispose of?

Despite being the techno-
logical center of the coun-
try, Bengaluru shows a lack
of ding the

products, bly com-
ponents, and cathode ray
tubes (CRTs). Cadmium is
found in monitors/CRTs,
while mercury may exist in
switches, flat screen moni-
tors, CFL bulbs, relays, and
specific other products.
Cadmium is also used in
computer batteries and for
plating metal enclosures/
parts in subassemblies. Po-

proper disposal and sort-
ing of e-waste. A survey by
the Centre for Sustainable
Development in 2022, part
of its Environment Report
Card, revealed that most
city residents discard their
e-waste along with regular
household waste in all
eight zones of the city. On-
ly a small fraction of house-

An important way to
reduce the

generation of e-waste
is to imply the policy

of the Right to
Repair

holds chooses to sell or re-
cycle their electronic
waste.

While this behavior was
observed in over 75% of
households, in slum areas,
only 3% reported using the
government-designated
bins for e-waste disposal.
The survey, encompassing
over 1,800 households,
highlighted a general ineffi-
ciency in waste segrega-
tion across many zones,
particularly in Bommana-
halli and East zones where
segregation rates stood at
10% and 18%, respectively.
The report notes that elec-
tronic goods constitute

Source: The Hindu, p.9, Dec. 8, 2023

about 2% of municipal so-
lid waste (MSW).

E-waste can be disposed
of at many authorised e-
waste collection centres in
Bengaluru whose contacts
and addresses are available
on the internet, and at the
e-waste collection points at
Bangalore One centres and
at select post offices. Col-
lection centres have been
set up by the Karnataka
State Pollution Control
Board (KSPCB) for the dis-
posal of e-waste across the
city. Licences are also is-
sued to refurbishers, recy-
clers, and dismantlers of e-
waste. There are also sev-

eral Producer
Responsibility  Organisa-
tions (PRO) working to res-

ponsibly recycle e-waste
though whom e-waste can
be disposed of.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Harish Kumar, Special
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E-waste collected during adrive included mouse, keyboards, and
mobile phones, laptops, rotimaker, cassette players, etc.

Commissioner, SWM,
BBMP, said, “E-waste man-
agement is the responsibil-
ity of the KSPCB. It should
not be mixed with munici-
pal waste. There are sepa-
rate agencies connected
with the KSPCB that are
responsible for manage-
ment of e-waste. However
the urban local bodies con-
tinue to support the agen-
cies and KSPCB through
segregation and authoris-
ing the set-up of the collec-
tion centres. There are ma-
ny such vendors and
agencies in Bengaluru that
manage e-waste and are ve-
ry citizen friendly.”

What is a violation

Rajbir Singh, Chief Mar-
shal, BBMP, said that mix-
ing of e-waste along with
municipal waste is a viola-
tion. “Mixing of e-waste or
any kind of waste along
with dry waste or munici-
pal waste is an offence and
the BBMP is not responsi-
ble in management of e-
waste. Ifit is noticed by any
BBMP official or a marshal
that a citizen or an organi-

sation is mixing e-waste
along with its municipal
waste, the BBMP can fine
the violators. Though
BBMP is not directly res-
ponsible for managing e-
waste, some of our waste
collection centres also
have the facility to collect
e-waste and send it to the
agencies responsible. Citi-
zens can drop of their e-
waste at these centres, if it
is separated from the mun-
icipal waste.”

How to reduce e-waste

Speaking to The Hindu, Ma-
lini Parmar, a SWM expert
and founder of Hasiru Da-
la, said that the focus
should be shifted towards
reduction of e-waste by us-
ing long-lasting electronic
devices and the implemen-
tation of policies that pro-
vide cheaper service devic-
es. “The management of
e-waste in the city is well
sorted, most apartments
have a combined bin in
which e-waste is disposed
of, and then the agencies
or vendors collect it. There
are e-waste pick up drives

that happen once a quarter
in layouts too. However,
what is important is the re-
duction of the generation
of e-waste," she said.

“Generation of e-waste
starts right from the manu-
facturers. We are very
much focused on citizens
managing waste, and there
is not much focus on waste
reduction. Many years ago,
1 started my career with
HCL's hardware sales de-
partment, when we used
to sell computers back
then, all computers were
expandable. So people
used a computer for at
least 10 years. However,
now the computers that
are produced work for not
more than a couple of
years,” she said, citing ex-
amples where products do
not upgrade even if their
hardware is fine, since the
new software does not
support their products,
forcing the user to upgrade
to a new device. “We must
make sure that we buy
electronic gadgets that can
run for at least 10 years,”
said Malini Parmar.

She added that another
important way to reduce
the generation of e-waste is
to imply the policy of the
Right to Repair. “Europe
had a very key legislation,
that is the Right to Repair.
This policy aims to make it
easier and cheaper for con-
sumers to repair defective
goods. In India, if my mo-
bile phone costs 15,000
and is damaged, it will cost
me around 6,000 to get it
fixed. The older the mobile
phone gets, the costlier its
spares become.

In such circumstances,
people would prefer to just
buy a new device. Switch-
ing to user-friendly devices
and bringing in a law that
allows people to get their
devices repaired anywh-
ere, or at a low cost, will
help reduction of e-waste
enormously,” Malini Par-
mar added.
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