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Groundwater level
better as extraction
tdecreases, says report

17 taluks tagged
for salinity, 14 for
fluoride

v

NEW DELHI, DHNS

xtraction of ground-
Ewater has decreased in

Karnatakain 2023 com-
pared tolastyear, saysa latest
report on status of ground
water, prepared by the Central
government.

“The groundwater ex-
traction has decreased
from 69.93% in 2022 to
66.26% in 2023 indicating
improvement in overall
groundwater scenario,”
said thereporttitled ‘Dynam-
icGround Water Resources of
India-2023’.

As compared to 2022, in
17 assessment units (taluks),
groundwater situation has

creaseinrainfalland recharge
fromother sources, whereas1
assessment unit has seen de-
terioration due to reduction
in rainfall recharge, the re-
port prepared by the Central
Ground Water Board, in the
Jal Shakti Ministry, said.

The groundwater quality
tagging has also been done
during the survey. A total of
17 taluks have been tagged
for salinity and 14 taluks for
fluoride. The report said that
the annual groundwater re-
charge has been assessed as

tre) and the annual extract-
able groundwater resource
17.08 bem. The present an-
nual groundwater extraction
was 11.32 bem and the stage
of ground water extraction
was 66.26% in the state, the
report, which was released
on Friday by Union Minister
for Jal Shakti Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, said.

Out of the 234 assessment
units, 44 units (18.8%) have
been categorized as ‘over ex-
ploited’, 12 units (5.13 %) as
‘critical’,and 32 units (13.68 %)
as ‘semi critical’and 146 units
(62.39 %) have been catego-
rized as ‘safe’, said the report.

As compared to 2022 as-
sessment, there was an in-
creaseinannual groundwater
recharge from 17.74 bem to
18.93 bem, Annual extract-
able groundwater resources
from16.04bcmto17.08 bem.
This is mainly due to an in-
crease in rainfall recharge,
recharge from surface water
irrigation, water conservation
structuresand fromtanksand

imRroved mainlx due to in- 18.93 bcm ‘billion cubic me- Rondsi said the regort.

Source:
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‘Lack of superior fodder affecting

India’s milk productivity’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

India ranks first in the
world in animal population
and milk production. Ho-
wever, India’s average milk
productivity is lower than
the world’s average, which
is a matter of concern. The
main reasons are lack of su-

Sour da®Hi

ndupbDec,

perior fodder and modern
technologies, said Amaresh
Chandra, director, Indian
Grassland and Fodder Re-
search Institute, Jhansi.
Speaking after inaugu-
rating an international con-
ference on Saturday on
‘Feeding the future through
sustainable, eco-friendly in-
novations in rangeland, for-

2023

ages and animal sciences’,
organised by UASB in col-
laboration with the Range
Management Society of In-
dia and the Indian Grass-
land and Fodder Research
Institute, Jhansi, Dr. Chan-
dra said there is a shor-
tage of 12% green fodder,
23% dry fodder, and 24%
fodder.
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2 in 4 mths: Govt
may hike prices
of Nandini milk to
support farmers

Times News NETWORK

Belagavi: In a bid to support
farmers struggling under
escalating input costs, the
Karnataka governmentis se-
riously consideringan incre-
ase in the price of Nandini
milk—lessthan fourmonths
after it revised the price by
Rs3alitre in August.
Animal husbandry mi-
nister K Venkatesh infor-
med the legislative council
of apossible second hike af-

» Panel: 92 Dalit students
died in past 5 years,P 4

ter Congress came to power.
Council members cutting
across party lines expres-
sed readiness to support the
move if it helps farmers.
Following the August
price hike, Nandini milk
pricestandsat Rs42 perlitre
for toned milk, Rs 43 for ho-
mogenized milk, Rs 46 for
pasteurized milk, and Rs 48
for Shubham special milk.

Sourdaer Ti

me s,

‘Govt committed to supporting farmers’

» Continued from page 1

inister Venkatesh said,
LV 1 “We are aware that milk
producers need the govern-
ment’s support at this critical
situation as prices of cattle
feed have been hiked.” He em-
phasized that the government
would proceed with the hike in
retail prices of Karnataka
Milk Federation (KMF) milk,
sold under the brand name
Nandini, if it receives support
from all stakeholders, includ-
ingopposition parties.

Congress member K Hari-
sh Kumar flagged concerns
about thedistressfaced by milk
producers due to the recent
hike in cattle-feed prices. Ven-
katesh said the government is
committed to supporting farm-
ers, citing the Congress’s elec-
tion manifesto promise to in-
crease the incentive given to
milk producersby Rs2perlitre.
He said, in response to the cur-
rent challenges, the govern-
ment has raised the incentive
byRs3andhasanopenmindon
afurther increase in prices.

aps.  Bedi a2023



State to credit 2,000 as
partial drought relief to
farmers from next week

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

Revenue Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda told the Legis-
lative Council on Wednes-
day that the government of
Karnataka will begin cred-
iting ¥2,000 as partial
drought relief (compensa-
tion) to bank accounts of
farmers from next week.

Replying to a question
by N. Ravi Kumar during
Question Hour, the Minis-
ter said that earlier Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah had
announced the partial
compensation amount as a
temporary relief.

The total loss due to
crop damage in Karnataka
because of drought has
been estimated to be
335,162.05 crore. The State
government has sought
%18,171.44 crore from the

Sour déki nd udpDe c7,

Union government from
the National Disaster Res-
ponse Fund (NDRF) to pro-
vide relief to farmers.

Seven lakh fodder seed
kits have been distributed
to farmers to ensure fod-
der to cattle during the
drought. The government
released 320 crore to the
Department of Animal
Husbandry Dairying on
September 22 for purchas-
ing mini fodder kits. ¥894
crore is available with dis-
trict administrations in
Karnataka to take up relief
measures under drought
situation.

Not only Karnataka, but
12 States in India faced
drought due to scarcity of
rainfall during this year’s
monsoon, and 18 States
faced drought due to shor-
tage in North East mon-
soon.

2023




A film that throws light on the connection
between women and millets

Invisible: Women and the Future of Millets expands on this idea, draws a parallel between the resilience of these hardy little grains and the women who nurture them

Preeti Zachariah
BENGALURU

t was on another as-
l signment near Kolar

that Arjun Swaminath-
an first met Rajamma. He
recounts what the 65-year-
old mother of a farmer
who practised the Akkadi
Saalu farming system, a
mixed cropping system of-
ten found in the drylands
of Karnataka, told him: the
seeds that her son used to-
day had been given to her
at her wedding. “These
were native organic seeds,”
he says, recalling how Ra-
jamma explained how im-
portant it was to preserve
them, abstaining from
cooking them even during
drought.  “There were
times when she went hun-
gry, but these seeds were
preserved,” says the Ben-
galuru-based visual story-
teller, the director of Native
Picture.

The meeting got him
thinking about women’s
crucial role in agriculture,
not just the back-breaking
tasks of de-weeding and
harvesting but something
more profound. “Thereisa
culture preservation that
happens through women,”
he says.

Of women and millets
His new short film Invisi-
ble: Women and the Future
of Millets expands on this
idea, drawing a parallel
between the resilience of
these hardy little grains
and the women who nur-
ture them.

The film, which will be
released on December 12 at
the India Habitat Centre in
New Delhi, captures “the
journey of millets from be-
ing a lost cause to a super-
food, as well as the recog-
nition of the labour put in
by women farmers from all
sections of the society - es-
pecially the marginalised
communities,” as Arjun,
who travelled to the East-
ern Ghat's Arakku Valley,
Karnataka’s Hubli district

Sour da®i

and Srikakulam in Andhra
Pradesh to make this film,
putsit.

The film opens with
some interesting statistics-
agriculture employs nearly
80% of rural women. “Em-
powering and mainstream-
ing rural women work-
force in agriculture can
help bring a paradigm shift
towards economic
growth,” it states before
delving into this inherent
relationship between mil-
lets and women. With per-
spectives offered by a team
of experts and, more im-
portantly, the women who
grow and live off the soil,
the film delves into many
aspects of millet: the effect
of the Green Revolution on
millet consumption, the
nutritional benefits they

nduwpDe c7,

offer, how millet seeds are
preserved, traded and cul-
tivated, the benefits of
mixed cropping and fe-
male collectives, why India

should spearhead the mil-
let movement and so much
more.

At its core, however, the
film spotlights women’s

tremendous work to grow
and process these millets
and how this is often ig-
nored in the mainstream
narrative.  “Historically,
you did not have these big
mills  or  processing
centres. All processing
happened in the village at
the household level,”
points out activist and re-
searcher Sudha Nagavara-
pu in the film, adding that
while most of this strenu-
ous work is done by wo-
men, they are often ren-
dered invisible at a

but also avoiding magnify-
ing them. “We need to un-
derstand that not all of us
can eat millet. They are
grown in certain areas, and
itis only in those areas that
the consumption is fine,”
says Swaminathan, point-
ing out that seasonality,
culture, aspirations, class
and caste play a tremen-
dous role in shaping the
millet narrative in this
country.

“It is not just about eat-
ing more millet. Food is ex-
tremely political, and

doc ion level and
denied many agricultural
benefits.  Arjun agrees.
“Women have always been
behind-the-scene workers
in everything,” he says,
pointing out that equality
cannot exist in a vacuum,
something the film cap-
tures, t00.”

Invisible women

Produced by The Food and
Land Use (FOLU) Coalition
to mark the International
Year of Millets, Invisible:
Women and the Future of
Millets offers a nuanced
take on the grain, acknow-
ledging its many benefits

needs to be
built around it,” he be-
lieves. He adds that, in gen-
eral, knowing where our
food comes from is impor-
tant because it creates a
healthier, more conscious
community. “All of our
foods have stories behind
them. There is nothing
more fascinating than the
history and culture of
food.”

Invisible: Women and the
Future of Millets will be re-
leased at Juniper, India
Habitat Centre in New Delhi
on December 12. It will be
available on YouTube after
the official release.



Govt. of Karnataka
announces support for
C-CAMP at Bengaluru
Tech Summit

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Karnataka Innovation
and Technology Society,
(KITS) and the Department
of Agriculture, Govt. of
Karnataka has announced
a partnership with the
Centre for Cellular and Mo-
lecular Platforms or C-
CAMP at the formal launch
of Phase II of two of
CCAMP-KTech flagship in-
novation programs, one in
the agriculture domain
and the other in the star-
tup acceleration for scale-
up of Karnataka’s rapidly
growing biotech start-up
community.

On December 1, at the
Bengaluru Tech Summit
2023, Minister of IT, BT &
Rural Development, Shri
Priyank Kharge and Dr. Ek-
roop Caur, Principal Secre-
tary, Department of Elec-
tronics, IT & BT, Govt of
Karnataka launched the
Agri Grand Challenge II
with problem statements
relevant in plant pest and
disease mitigation, post-
harvest loss, cash crops
processing and dairy farm-
ing domains.

India is still largely an
agrarian economy. Agri &

Sour daHi
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allied sectors contribute
18% percentage of GDP to
Indian economy. But criti-
cal gaps remain. C-CAMP
K-tech Agri Centre of Excel-
lence set up in 2018 is an ef-
fort in mitigating this. By
nurturing  cutting-edge
agriculture solutions, it
aims to usher in India’s
next Agri revolution
through scientific solutions
for problems at the grass-
roots. One of its initiatives
is a Grand Challenge call
for science-based solutions
to address specific pro-
blem statements across
agri & allied sectors. These
problems are selected
through thorough deep-
dive field immersion and
vetted by a nationally &
globally represented exp-
ert core committee con-
vened by the CoE.

C-CAMP Director-CEO
Dr Taslimarif Saiyed said-
,“With support from Govt
of Karnataka, we will pro-
vide investment funding of
up to 50 lakhs INR and
more importantly, help
with field trials through
our vast network in agri-
cultural sciences ecosys-
tem. I invite agritech start-
ups across India to join this
effort.”

2023
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Building plan fee: Govt saves
BBMP from repaying 2.5k cr

Times News NETWORK

Belagavi: The state govern-
ment on Thursday bailed out
the Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP)
from repaying close to Rs
2,500 crore to developers
from whom it had collected
excess building plan fees and
cess over the years to the
tune of 25%. Ministers privy
to the cabinet meeting said
the government will be intro-
ducing an amendment to the
BBMP Act to introduce a
retrospective clause. The
government had to introduce
the amendment as the devel-
opers had got a high court
respite in August 2021, which
quashed all fees that BBMP
had collected under its build-
ing bylaws.

The cabinet also decided to
introduce an amendment to
reduce the tenure of mayors
and deputy mayors in other
urban local bodies on the lines
of the Palike by making it a
yearly rotation. It was previ-
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AIMING HIGH: Providing
a recreation facility to
school children, the
sports and youth
empowerment
department has set up
a wall-climbing facility
on the premises of
Suvarna Vidhana
Soudha in Belagavi.
Speaker UT Khader,
legislative council
chairperson Basavaraj
Horatti and minister
Nagendra were present
at the inaugural

ously a two-and-a-half-year
tenure for the mayor and
deputy mayors.

The cabinet also approved
the use of World Bank funds
tolaunch a programme called
K-Shore to make the three
coastal districts of Udupi,
Dakshina Kannada, and Utta-
ra Kannada plastic-free.

The cabinet is said to have
also approved the formation
of Hampi World Heritage
Area Management Authority

me s,

and Saundatti Yellamma De-
velopment Authority:.

The cabinet approved the
withdrawal of the controver-
sial 7-D clause from the Kar-
nataka Scheduled Caste Sub-
Plan and Scheduled Tribe
Sub-Plan (SCSPTSP). The
withdrawal of the clause will
now remove the Deemed Ex-
penditure criteria from all
departments, which need to
reserve 24.1% of their alloca-
tions towards the develop-

oipD el drd i2a0 2 3

ment of SCand ST communi-
ties. The same is scheduled to
be tabled at the ongoing win-
ter session and seek the assent
of both houses.

DKS case: Withdrawal of
probe sanction ratified

On Thursday, the state cabinet
also ratified the withdrawal
of the sanction given to the
CBI for investigating the dep-
uty chief minister DK Shiva-
kumar, in a disproportionate
assets case. The previous
cabinet had considered the
sanction ‘not in accordance
with the law’.

Z5k crore project approved
The state cabinet approved a
Rs 5,000 crore Karnataka
multi-sector disaster and cli-
mate resilience project with
World Bank assistance. While
the World Bank shall provide
Rs 3,500 crore, the state gov-
ernment will pay the rest. The
projects shall look at develop-
ment of rajakaluves, water
way front, STPs and WTPs.

Back to Contents
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CM calls for hard work amid
revenue shortfall fears

Siddaramaiah takes stock
of state’s tax revenues

Y

BENGALURU, DHNS

he impact of drought
I and global market fluc-
tuations on taxation has
raised fears of arevenue short-
fall in Karnataka with Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah asking
authorities to work harder to
meetthetargetsforthecurrent
fiscal, on Friday.

A revenue shortfall will be
bad news for Siddaramaiah,
the finance minister who has
to fund the five guaranteesthat
helped Congress storm to pow-

erinthestate.

On Friday, Siddaramaiah
took stock of the state’s tax
revenues. In the 2023-24 fis-
cal, the government wants to
earn Rs 1.82 lakh crore which
includes Commercial Taxes
(Rs 98,650 crore), Excise
(Rs 36,000 crore), Stamps
and Registration (Rs 25,000
crore), Transport (Rs 11,500
crore) and Mines and Geology
(Rs9,000 crore).

At the meeting, Siddara-
maiah was told that about Rs
1.10 lakh crore has been col-

Social welfare dept seeks

additional grants

Social Welfare Minister of hostels, procurement
DrHCMahadevappaon  ofnewequipmentand
Friday told ChiefMinister  other expenditures. While
Siddaramaiahthathisde-  Siddaramaiah agreed to
partment neededanaddi-  support the department,
tionalRs7,605.92 croreto  heisnotlikely to grant the
clear pendingbills,repair  entire amountsought.

lected so far. The government
did not reveal the exact num-
bers. Only the Transport De-
partmentis “on track” to meet
itsrevenue collection target, it
issaid.

“The revenue growth pro-
jection is quite optimistic. But
we are slightly falling short,” a
Finance Department official
said.

Drought in 223 out of 236
taluks has hit revenue collec-
tions, the official said.

“Then, itwaslate by the time
the government started func-
tioning from August after the
newbudgetwas passed. There
was a freeze order on works
and payments, which had an
impact on revenues,” the offi-
cial explained.

Karnataka is facing GST
lossesduetoafallin petroleum
and steel prices in the interna-
tional market. “Steel, forexam-
ple, has fallen from Rs 91,000
per tonne to Rs 61,000 per
tonne, which has led to GST
losses,” the official said.

The Mangalore Refinery
and Petrochemicals Limited
(MRPL) is one of Karnataka’s
top taxpayers. “Due to crude
oil prices falling, we have seen
amajor tax reduction,” the of-
ficial said.

It could be that the govern-
ment has fixed unrealistic rev-
enue targets. “But compared
with last year, the government
has collected Rs 12,000 crore
more,” the official said.

This fiscal, Siddaramaiah
has set aside Rs 39,815 crore
for the guarantees. Next year,
theywill cost Rs 52.000 crore.

Source:
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State sets sight on 500 GW
green energy capacity by

Plans to augment capacity

of Pavagada solar plant

N B HOMBAL
BENGALURU, DHNS

ith the objective of
scaling up renewable
energy production

from present 16,322 MW ca-
pacity to 500 GW (5,00,000
MW) BY 2030, the state gov-
ernmenthas formedahigh-lev-
el committeeto oversee theim-
plementation of various green
energy projects.

The committee, headed
by the Karnataka Renewable
Energy Development Ltd.
(KREDL) former director
G V Balaram, would assist en-
ergy department in executin

some of theambitious projects
suchasBattery EnergyStorage
System (BESS), Pumped Hy-
dro-Storage Projects (PSPs),
National Mission Green Hydro-
gen/Ammonia, rooftop solar
projectsandmany othersinthe
statetoincreaserenewable en-
ergyproduction exponentially.

According to the document
accessed by the DH from the
energy department, the state
hasso fartapped 16,322 MW of
greenpower outofits potential
green energy production pro-
duction 0f1,55,074 MW.

“It has become imperative
forthestatetoreachthetarget

of producing 500 GW green _capaci

Afile photo of the solar park at Tirumani village

in Pavagada taluk of Tumakuru district.

energy by the end of 2030 to
meet the growing energy de-
mands of the state. In order to
achieve this, the state govern-
ment is planning to increase
the Pavagada solar power
plant’s capacity by adding 300
MW to its existing 2050 MW

state is also planning to set up
anew solar power plant with a
capacity of 2500 MW soon in
thestate,”thedocumentstates.

Itfurtherstated thatthe de-
partment was also looking to
setupaBattery Energy Storage
System (BESS)in the Pavagada

. Apart from this, the solar power plant.

2030

OnPSPs, thedocumentstat-
ed that the state has received
proposals by various compa-
nies for generating 7,830 MW
under the public-private-part-
nership model.

“Work is under progress to
setupa 2,000 MW PSP project
atSharavati,whilethestate has
decidedtopurchasel,000MW
of power from private entities
too,” the documentsaid.

The document maintained
that the state was planning to
bring as many as 4,29,588 ir-
rigation pump sets under the
ongoing PM Kusum scheme
thataims to providesolar pow-
erconnectivitytotheseIP sets.

“The department has al-
ready brought 38,782 irri-
gation pump sets under the
PM-Kusum ‘B’ scheme, while
under Phase 1 of the the PM
Kusum ‘C’ scheme, work has
commenced to bring 3,37,331
IPsetsunder thisnetwork,”the
document stated.

Source:
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Festive season boosts GST
collection by 15% in November

GYANENDRA KESHRI
NEW DELHI, DHNS

evenue collection from
RGoods and Services Tax
GST) in November
came in at Rs 1.68 lakh crore,
up 15% year-on-year, the high-
estannual growth so farin the
current financial year. Rev-
enues from domestic trans-
actions, including import of
services, surged by 20%.

The November figures,
however, were lower than the
Rs 1.72 lakh crore mop-up re-
cordedinthe previous month,
official datareleased on Friday
showed. It is for the sixth time
that the gross GST collection
has crossed Rs 1.60 lakh crore
mark in FY24. The highest
ever GST revenue collection
was recorded in April 2023
when it stood at Rs 1.87 lakh
crore.

“The upward trend in GST
collections continues as ex-
pected on the back of festive
seasonsand furtherincreasein
auditsand investigations. This

the remainder of this fiscal as
well,”said Pratik Jain, Partner
at PwCIndia.

Cumulative revenue collec-
tionfrom GSTin April-Novem-
ber period of the current fiscal
stands at Rs 13.32 lakh crore,
11.9% higher than the same pe-
riod lastyear,and averaging Rs
1.66 lakh per month.

Monthly GST collection in
KarnatakasurgedtoRs11,970
crore in November, posting a
year-on-year growth of 17%.
Revenue mop-up in Tamil

rashtra 18%, Gujarat 16%, and
Delhi17%.

“Thehealthy growthin GST
collections is enthusing, al-
thoughitmay partlyreflectthe
later onset of the festive season
this year,” said Aditi Nayar,
chief economist at ICRA.

Gunjan Prabhakaran, Part-
ner & Leader, Indirect Tax,
BDO India, expressed a sim-
ilar view. “One of the factors,
which contributed to the year
on year basis growth is the
delayed festive season in this

trend is likelx to continue for Nadu surged bx 20%i Maha- xeari” said Prabhakaran.

Source:
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Centre cuts T798 cr
from Karnataka’s

IGST collection

TiMes News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Atatime when Kar-
nataka is reeling under fiscal
pressure due to severe drought
in the state and implementation
of Congress’ election guarantee
schemes, the Centre has deliv-
ered arude shock by deductinga
staggering Rs 798 crore from in-
tegrated goods and services tax
(IGST) collected in November.

IGST is a tax that must be
transferred from the state a prod-
uct originated in, to a destination
state, via the central government.
Karnataka’s total collection un-
der SGST, CGST and IGST for
November stands at Rs 11,970
crore, a17% growth compared to
the same month in 2022.

Karnataka was due to receive
Rs 3,600 crore from the central
government under IGST in No-
vember: But officials say the Cen-
tre claimed there has been “ex-
cess input tax credit” to the tune
of Rs 34,000 crore, which must be
deducted from both the Centre’s
and the states’ share of IGST.

Accordingly, while the Centre
will deduct Rs 17,000 crore from
its end, Rs 18,000 crore will be
deducted from states’ share.

“Of this, as afirst instalment,
Rs 9,000 crore has been deducted
from across the country with
Karnataka losing Rs 800 crore,”
said the government official.

Realising that the move could
create a huge hole in his balance
sheet for the state, chief minister
Siddaramaiah, who took stock of
the state’s fiscal situation on Fri-
day, wrote to Union finance min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman seek-
ing an explanation/clarification
as to why this deduction has hap-
pened “all of a sudden”.

In his letter, Siddaramaiah
has raised questions over the
Centre’s explanation under
what it calls “adjustment of ad-
vance apportionment to make
up shortfall in IGST balance as
on December 26, 2022".

Siddaramaiah has sought “in-
sights” into the rationale behind
the negative balance of Rs 34,000
crore, information on the total
amount of negative IGST bal-
ance and the methodology em-
ployed to distribute this amount

Sourdéep Ti

Z1k crore more for

social welfare dept
Bengaluru: Chief minister

Siddaramaiah is said to have
promised the social welfare
department an additional fund of
Rs 1,000 crore towards Karnataka
Residential Educational Institutions
Society (KRIES) schools and to
address other pressing issues in
the department.

It is said the CM also promised
additional funds if required to
implement schemes that aimed at
uplifting SC and ST communities in
society and for their education.

The department is said to have
sought Rs 8,000 crore for the
welfare of SC and ST communities
under the SCP-TSP funds.

Meanwhile, CMO officials said
Siddaramaiah held back-to-back
review meetings with all revenue
generating departments in the
state and urged them to meet their
targets for the 2023-24 fiscal to
manage development and social
welfare schemes launched by the
Congress government.

He sought a timely review of all
the revenue generating avenues
and to implement them to speed up
the revenue collection time frame.
“The CM expects departments to
meet their targets by the end of the
fiscal year and we are likely to
meet them,” said an official. TNN

among states for recovery.

However, considering the
nationwide nature of the deduc-
tions, Siddaramaiah has also
placed a request in his letter to
deduct the excess input tax in
instalments.

“Given the pressing need for
resources and the potential
challenges associated with
lumpsum deductions, Karna-
taka earnestly requests the Un-
ion government to consider al-
lowing the deductions to be
made in instalments. We pro-
pose a phased approach, prefer-
ably in 10 instalments, to miti-
gate the immediate impact on
state finances,” the letter stated.

Finance department offi-
cials said, the state government
is seeking to pay the excess col-
lection in instalments of Rs 250-
Rs 300 crore each month.

me s,
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BTS 2023 concludes with 3.16 cr
online reach 50K footfall

GoK sngned3MoUs

launched gaming

accelerator during
the event

R S

ANJALI JAIN
BENGALURU, DHNS

he flagship annual tech
Tevent of the Silicon Valley

of the East concluded on
Friday, logging 3.16 virtual visi-
torsand afootfallof 50,000 expo
visitors over its three-day run.

Addressing the media, on
Friday, Karnataka’sIT, BT and
S&T minister Priyank Kharge,
pointed out thatthe Bengaluru
Tech Summit (BTS) 2023 saw
participation by 553 exhib-
itors, out of which 228 were
startups. In all 83 sessions
with 401 speakers via 5 tracks,
graced by by 4,773 registered
delegates, 18,592 registered
business visitors and 8,606
attendees.

The tracks encompassed
startups, biotech, deeptech
and 2 global innovation alli-
ance tracks with participants
from 20 countries including
Australia, Denmark, South
Korea, Japan, NRW City of
Dusseldorf, Thailand, British
Deputy High Commission, Fin-
land, Israel,and Russiaand 115
speakers.

“Wediscussed collaboration
and establishment of sector
specific corridors to catapult
our innovation ecosystems.
These corridors would help

knowledge sharingandskilling
and market access opportuni-
ties,” Kharge said. Overall, the
summit saw participation from
45 countries.

During the summit, the
Government of Karnataka
(GoK) signed three MoUs
with ecosystem partners. The
US-India Business Counciland
the Karnataka Innovation and
Technology Society (KITS),
Gok signed an MoU to bolster
collaboration and commu-
nication channels. An MoU
with Swissnex was also signed
to onboard Gok on the Indo
Swiss Innovation Platform that
aligns the countryin 3 focusar-
eas-health, sustainability and
digital transformation. Lastly,
an MoU was signed between
Opportunities New Brunswick
(ONB) and the Association of
Biotechnology LED Enter-
prises (ABLE) which is aimed
towards fostering technology
and technology based foreign
direct investment.

GoK also launched some
37 products from early stage
startups that encompassed a
wide array of tech solutions in
domains ranging from IT and
deep tech to cyber security,
gaming and healthcare,among

Focus on gaming

The IT & BT Ministry, which
organises the event each
year, used the summit as

a platform to launch draft
policies for animation, visual
effects, gaming and comics
(AVGC) and biotech.

On the last day of the sum-
mit, the state government
and online gaming platform
Games 24x7 jointly launched
GameTech Accelerate-The
Future of Gaming’, a gaming
accelerator that will be
used to foster innovation.
Through the accelerator,
Games24x7 will help identify
and mentor ventures offer-
ing innovative solutions and
connect them to investors
who are keen to back the
sector.

The accelerator will target
four key areas, namely new
games, real-time analytics,
telemetry & personalisation,
security and anti-cheating
measures and communi-
ty and social integration,
and a shortlist for the same
will be revealed during the
gaming, animation and VFX
(GAFX) event schedules for
January 29 next year, which
is also when the final AVGC

facilitate startug exchangei manxothers. Eolicxwill berevealed.
Source: Deccah2He@.al2d,2 3p.
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