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Fodder cultivation being
promoted in Mysuru district

Shankar Bennur
MYSURU

Even as Mysuru district has
fodder stocks that can last
for the next 24 months,
farmers are being given
kits containing fodder
seeds to cultivate forage for
livestock as a measure to
ensure fodder availability
until next monsoon.

Mysuru has received ov-
er 67,000 fodder kits for
free distribution through
181 veterinary centres in all
taluks. More kits are ex-
pected to arrive as nearly
50% of kits, each contain-
ing 5 kg of seeds, have
been distributed so far.

If cultivated, farmers
could get fodder for animal
needs in the next 90 days.
Three varieties of fodder
seeds are being distributed
- Sorghum (multicut), Afri-
can Tall (maize) and Giant
Bajra (pearl millet) - and
farmers can choose any
one of the varieties for cul-
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Animal Husbandry Minister

K. Venkatesh during the
distribution of fodder seeds at
a village in Periyapatna taluk
on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

tivation in their fields.
Fodder cultivation is be-
ing promoted in the wake
of drought. Mysuru is a
drought-hit district and it
has become essential to en-
sure fodder availability for
livestock until April-May,
say officials at the Depart-
ment of Animal Husbandry
which has been distribut-
ing seeds since the past 10
days. Animal Husbandry
Deputy Director Nagaraj
told The Hindu that a suffi-
cient number of kits had
been supplied to the dis-

2023

trict and interested farm-
ers were getting the seeds
for free. The distribution is
being documented with
details of farmers.

“We don’t see any shor-
tage if farmers grow fodder
in their fields. If at all there
is a shortage despite the
ongoing efforts, fodder
banks can be opened and
cattle camps can be organ-
ised. But such a scenario
may not arrive if the pre-
cautions are taken. In areas
where there were irriga-
tion facilities, fodder shor-
tage was unlikely,” he
explained.

He said farmers can sell
surplus fodder to farmers
in other districts where
there was a shortage next
year. After Sankranti next
year, fodder harvest can be
expected. At the same
time, farmers can safely
stock dry fodder for next
year and make use of green
fodder as a precaution, he
said.
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Farmers to get Rs 2,000 drought relief
as Karnataka awaits central funds

BENGALURU, DHNS: Under
pressure from various quar-
ters to declare drought relief,
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
on Thursday announced as-
sistance up to Rs 2,000 per
farmer even as the govern-
mentawaits financial aid from
the Centre.

The announcement |%
comes ahead of the
winter session sched-
uled to be held in Be-
lagavi from December
5.

Siddaramaiah said the
government had decided to
do whatever it could in the
absence of anyresponse from
the Centre to Karnataka’s
request for National Disas-
ter Response Force (NDRF)
funds. “As first instalment,

the government will release
Rs2,000 per farmer. Therest
of the money will be given to
them once the Centre releas-
es funds,” Siddaramaiah said,
whilelamenting thatthe Cen-
trehad failedtorespond tothe
stategovernment’smemoran-
dum seeking drought
relief even after two
months.

“Though we had
‘| written to the Centre
several times seeking
a meeting with the
Union ministers, no time has
been allotted to us. When our
revenue and agriculture min-
isters went to Delhi recently,
theycameback after meeting
the secretaries as the minis-
terswereunavailable,”hesaid.
> Drought relief, Page 6

Source:

Deccabh&Hercall202.

“Even I wrote to the Home
Secretary recently, but no
time was given to me,” the
chief minister said.

In September, the state
government had sent a
memorandumtothe Centre
seeking Rs4,663-crorerelief
for drought under NDRF
funds. The statehad record-
edcroplossesover an extent
0f 48.19 lakh hectares.

Asperthe currentnorms,
farmers are given Rs 8,500
per hectare for rainfed
crops, Rs 17,000 for irrigat-
ed crops and Rs 22,500 for
perennial crops.

Inthe meantime, the state
governmenthasreleased Rs
460 crore to 6.5 lakh farm-
ers for mid-term crop loss
and sowing failure from the
Rs780 crore fundsavailable
in PD accounts, Siddara-
maiah said.
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With no elected body, citizens
struggle to get civic woes resolved

‘Elected representatives have accountability as they fear defeat during the polls and in a democracy, elected representatives

are the keepers of the system. Now, most of the time officials are inaccessible’

Shreyas H.S.
BENGALURU

ast month, a few er-
rant citizens laid
road humps on a

street without taking per-
mission from the Bengalu-
ru civic body. “When I
complained about the vio-
lation, a Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
official visited after about a
week. But even to this day,
no action has been taken
to remove the humps,”
said a resident of J.P. Nagar.
“The officials are not an-
swerable to voters. If there
was a councillor, s/he can
be questioned and has the
powers to direct officials to
remove the same,” he
added.

It has been over three
years since citizens in Ben-
galuru have been grappling
without an elected body in
the city’s civic body - the
Bruhat Bengaluru Maha-
nagara Palike (BBMP).
With no councillors for the
wards, people have been
reeling under several civic

Sour dae

Hi

=%

RUPE

With no councillors for the wards, people have been reeling under

several civic issues. FILE PHOTO

issues, struggling to com-
municate with bureau-
crats.

Citizens say in the six or
five working days a week,
officials say they are busy
attending meetings at least
three days, and on the re-
maining days, they simply
pretend to be listening to
the problems of the wards,
without it resulting in solu-
tions. With yet another
promise of civic elections
being held this year likely
to fade into obscurity, citi-

zens are clueless about
who to approach.

Srinivas Reddy of the
Bengaluru Navanirmana
Party said every second
person he encounters asks
the same question - When
is the BBMP election?

“People are fed up
with the present system
and style of functioning as
these officials do not have
any accountability. In the
Whitefield area, which is
an IT corridor, not a single
footpath is in good condi-

MgNiov .,26202 3

tion and that is the state of
governance. Despite peo-
ple raising this issue on
many platforms, including
in the ward committee
meetings, nothing is being
done,” he said.

Mr. Reddy further said
the absence of councillors,
who are a bridge between
people and officials, is
strongly felt. “The elected
representatives have ac-
countability as they fear
defeat during the elec-
tions. In a democracy,
elected representatives are
the keepers of the system.
Most of the time officials
are inaccessible,” he ad-
ded.

Tara Krishnaswamy, an
activist, said ward commit-
tees without councillors
are not a valid body and
they are currently run in
an ad hoc manner. “The ci-
tizens in the ad hoc system
speak to ad hoc officials
hoping to resolve the pro-
blems in their area. But no
changes are happening as
officials do not care. Peo-
ple now talk to MLAs, but

an MLA of an Assembly
constituency cannot take
care of concerns of the
ward and it is not his/her
job either. The councillors
play a crucial role in the ur-
ban governance because
people can meet them reg-
ularly in ward offices
which are located in res-
pective wards,” she said.

Srinivas Alavilli, another
activist, wondered as to
how the BBMP Budget can
be spent without an elect-
ed body. “Can Delhi spend
the country’s Budget with-
out an elected body? Can
officials in the Vidhana
Soudha handle the Karna-
taka Budget? While an
elected body is necessary
at these levels, how then
can the BBMP Budget can
be spent by the officials?
The elected representa-
tives are keepers of the
Budget and they are ac-
countable to the public
with regard to spending
each penny. I urge the go-
vernment to hold elections
as soon as possible,” he
said.

Back to Contents
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‘Maintenance of 76.69% of
feeders taken up in a year’

The Karnataka Electricity Regulatory Commission mandates the safety or technical audit of

11 kV feeders to be undertaken by distribution licensees at least once a year

Jahnavi T. R.
BENGALURU

nder fire after the
Urecent deaths of a
mother and her ba-

by owing to electrocution,
the Bangalore Electricity
Supply Company (Bescom)
said that in the last year,
since November 2022, it
has conducted the mainte-
nance of 4,768 11 kV feed-
ers, under its Feeder Main-
tenance Abhiyaana (FMA),
out of the total 6,217 feed-
ers present in its jurisdic-
tion. This amounts to the
conducting of mainte-
nance of 76.69% of
feeders.

If the feeders that have
been added to the network
in the last one year are ex-
cluded, then Bescom
claims that maintenance
work on around 97% of the
feeders have been
conducted.

After the recent electro-
cution of 23-year-old Soun-
darya and her nine-month-
old daughter near Hope
Farm from a live wire that
had snapped, the public
has been demanding an
audit of the electrical in-
frastructure in the city.

The Karnataka Electrici-
ty Regulatory Commission
(KERC) also mandates the
safety or technical audit of
11 kV feeders, including dis-
tribution transformer
centres (DTC), to be under-
taken by distribution licen-
sees at least once every
year.

The FMA, which was
conducted in two phases
between November and

11 kV Feeder Maintenance Abhiyaana progress

Feeders Feeders  Feeders | Total | % of progress
with with UG with OH | feeders with respect to
complete  cableand lines : : total feeders

UG cable

1,541 296

OH lines

| Actual 9% of
progress with excluding recently
| respect to OH
| line only

109

i % of progress

| added feeders (in
he last 1 year)

97.99 L

After the recent electrocution of 23-year-old Soundarya near Hope
Farm, the public has been demanding an audit of the electrical
infrastructure in the city. FILE PHOTO

carried out from June 15, to
November 15 this year, in-
cluded trimming of HT
lines, replacement or re-
pair of slanted and deterio-
rated poles, rectification of
DTCs, and repair of loose
spans.

Out of the 19,177 slanted
HT poles that have been
identified by Bescom dur-
ing the campaign, 17,506
have been fixed so far,
while 1,149 deteriorated HT
poles have been fixed out
of the 2,963 that were iden-
tified. Similarly, out of
10,930 slanted LT poles,
10,084 have been fixed and
out of 3,594 deteriorated
LT poles, 3,163 have been
fixed, the data showed.

The officials also said

December 2022 and theex-  that 58,004 DTCs out of
tended phase which was the 62,720 which were in-
Sour dae Hi ndNio v2 7

spected have been recti-
fied.

According to Bescom of-
ficials, the maintenance
campaign also includes the
audit mandated by the
KERC.

“This (maintenance) is a
continuous process as dif-
ferent issues crop up every
three to six months in diffe-
rent feeders. We are under-
taking maintenance pro-
cesses rigorously to avoid
any unforeseen accidents.
The maintenance and at-
tending of all the remain-
ing components will be ta-
ken up as a priority and
completed soon,” said Ma-
hantesh Bilagi, Managing
Director, Bescom.

The Energy Department
also issued a circular to Es-
coms and transmission

2023

Source: Bescom

corporations to take steps
to avoid electrocution acci-
dents as the preliminary in-
vestigation has pointed out
that the negligence of safe-
ty protocols caused the ac-
cident at Hope Farm.

With the overhead (OH)
line snapping and causing
the electrocution in Soun-
darya’s case, many citizens
also raised questions about
the status of Bescom’s
long-time project of con-
version of OH lines into un-
derground (UG) lines.

Bescom data revealed
that out of the 6,217 11 kV
feeders, only 1,541 have
completed UG lines while
296 have both OH and UG
lines.

However, a majority of
4,380 feeders still only
have OH lines in the Bes-
com region.

Experts said that the re-
ports by Bescom should be
verified by a third party.
“There is no way that they
have carried out mainte-
nance on as many feeders
as they have claimed.
KERC should call for a
third party to audit and
verify the records of
change and replacement
maintained by Bescom,”
said M.G. Prabhakar, a
former member of the ad-
visory committee, KERC.



BALANCING BOOKS Finance Dept Facing Heat Over Guarantee Schemes | Disgruntle

With debt rising, government urges
departments to rationalise loans

Sandeep.Moudgal@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With the state’s
guarantee schemes proving a
huge strain on the exchequer
— estimates suggest it could
cost Rs 52,000 crore annually

the finance department is-
sued directives to all depart-
ments to take proactive meas-
ures to recover loans extend-
ed to boards, corporations,
public institutions, and local
bodies for “diverse develop-
mental and non-developmen-
tal activities™.

The department, in its No-
vember 2 revenue receipts es-
timate, states, “Balances for
many loans sanctioned in the
past are still outstanding. An
analysis of outstanding loans
to state-run companies, corpo-
rations, local bodies, autono-
mous institutions, co-opera-
tive societies, non-government
organizations etc., for develop-
mental and non-developmen-
tal activities shows that while
loans are increasing, repay-
ments have remained static.”

The document pointed out
that, despite the government
borrowing at high cost from
the market, the return on in-
vestment was significantly
lower. Estimates show for the
current fiscal (2023-24), Karna-
taka’s outstanding debt stands
at Rs 5.5 lakh crore, including
interests, that needs servicing.
But budget estimates stand at
only Rs 3 lakh crore.

The finance department
has advised departments to
exercise caution in loan re-

Sour déee

ceipts, saying, “Estimates of
loan receipts should be based
on anticipated recoveries dur-
ing 2024-25 with reference to
outstanding balances and
terms and conditions of the
relevant loan.”

However, senior govern-
ment officials say this caution
is not new and is likely to face
challenges since much of the
debt is tied to long-term infra-
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structure and capital invest-
ments. For instance, some of
the biggest debtors are elec-
tricity supply companies (Es-
coms) with a combined liabil-
ity of Rs 98,000 crore.

An official said, “When the
finances of an entire sector
under government control are
inamess, concerns over repay-
ments and bringing Karnata-
ka out of debt are inevitable.”

opNolvA @i 20 2 3

Yet, additional chief secre-
tary (energy) Gaurav Gupta
was confident the situation is
not “unsustainable”, and Es-
coms are effectively fulfilling
their responsibilities.

Gupta said the energy
department estimates an-
nual sale of electricity at Rs
60,000 crore, which is ex-
pected to cover rising debt
of Escoms over the next few

years through tariff revi-
sions and improved return
of interest (ROI).

LK Atheeq, additional
chief secretary (finance), said
Karnataka has managed its
repayments to lending institu-
tions well and currently faces
no major concerns. He said
government debt is within the
3% cap as stipulated by the Fis-
cal Responsibility Act.
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THE FUTURE

K'taka cannetRs12,000-crinvestmentswith gas push Policy

Climate cell in
BBMP

A climate action cellis going to be
setupin the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) to
facilitate the implementation of
Bengaluru Climate Action Plan.
Details on Page 2

arnataka has the potential to

K;‘eCeive investments worth Rs
2,000 crore and create em-

ployment for thousands of people by
expanding the City Gas Distribution
(CGD) infrastructure, accordingtoa
new government policy that aims to
makeithappen.

The new policy also proposes tax
rebates to promote natural gas-based
vehicles and increase the use of piped
natural gas (PNG), thereby bringing
the benefits of “clean and green fuel
to household cooking”and to the
transport sector while pushing for
“sustainable industrial growth”.

Karnataka recently notified
the State Policy for the Development

target to increase the share of natural
gasin the country’s primary energy
mix from 6.2% to 15% by 2030.
According to the policy docu-
ment, a total of 66.25 lakh piped
natural gas (PNG) connections and
1,022 compressed natural gas (CNG)

of CGD Network in the wake of India’s

stations will be developed in the state ; :
in the coming years.

“Further, value-added services
have an investment potential of Rs
2,400 crore in the natural gas value
chain,” the policy, brought out by the
Infrastructure Development Depart-
ment, states.

“The state government through
the policy will endeavour for faster
development of the CGD network and
increase the use of natural gasasa
fuel in the form of PNG for domestic,
commercial and industrial sectors
and CNG for the transport sector...”
the policy states.

The policy urges the government
to revise and rationalise tax rates to
make CNG and PNG more affordable.
» Policy, Page 5

connections and 1,022 CNG stations
will be developed in the state in the
coming years

= Policy calls for factory-fitted
CNG/LNG vehicles to be treated on

par with electric vehicles

= Govt to standardise the process

of laying gas pipelines with a fee

of Rs 1,000 per km

= Building approvals should include
gas pipeline infrastructure for
residential and commercial properties

Policy, from Page 1

Specifically, it says “factory-fit-
ted CNG/Liquified Natural
Gas (LNGQG) vehicles” should
be treated at par with electric
vehicles.

Under the policy, the govern-
ment will standardise the pro-
cessoflaying gas pipelines with
afeeof Rs1,000 per km. Local
authoritiesarerequired to give
approvals within 15 days.

Also, master plans for cities
and towns will have provisions

for PNG and CNG infrastruc-

ture. Not just that, building
approvals should include gas
pipelineinfrastructure forres-
idential and commercial prop-
erties, the policy states.

Apartments that use diesel
in generators must switch to
natural gas-based power back-
up systems, it says. And, 40%
of all public buses and govern-
mentvehicleswill be converted
to CNG.

The policy calls for a ban on
polluting fuels in all industrial
areas where gas pipeline con-
nectivity is provided.

Source:
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Pioneer State battles power issues

From production to safe distribution, there's plenty of ground to cover

STATE OF PLAY

Jahnavi T. R.

jahnavi.tr@thehindu.co.in

arnataka has a history
Kof over 100 years of
power  generation,

transmission and other advan-
cements. While Bengaluru
was the first place in Asia to
get streetlights in 1905, the
first major hydroelectric (hy-
del) generating station in the
country was established in
Shivanasamudra in 1902 for
commercial operations. Ho-
wever, over 120 years later, the
power sector in Karnataka has
many chinks in its armour
when it comes to the quality
of transmission and supply.

Production problems

As of March 2023, the installed
capacity in Karnataka is over
31,000 MW. From hydel and
pumped storage projects to
thermal plants and solar and
wind power, the State boasts
of many means of electricity
generation. Yet, when the
rains played spoilsport this
year, it went from being a pow-
er surplus State for four years
to a State experiencing a daily
shortfall of 40 - 50 MU.

While various escoms (elec-
tricity supply companies) in
the State had paid over 34,500
crore per annum as shutdown
charges to thermal power
plants during the power sur-
plus years, when the need
arose this year, only around
3,400 MW of power could be
generated from the stations
out of the total installed capac-
ity of over 5,000 MW. While
the Energy Department said
that the problem of wet coal
brought down the generation,
experts laid the blame on im-
proper and unplanned main-
tenance of power plants dur-
ing the monsoon for not being
able to generate more power
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to cut down the shortfall.

Even though Karnataka has
now overcome the shortfall of
power with barter power trad-
ing with other States and the
imposition of Section 11
(which mandates them to sell
the power to the State) on all
the open access generators, it
has to be noted that the same
strategy has been employed in
the past — by Shobha Karan-
dlaje almost a decade ago
when she was the Energy Mi-
nister and D. K. Shivakumar
during his earlier term as the
Energy Minister. This shows
that there has been no change
in planning for an off year
(power-wise) over the years.

Be it power surplus or shor-
tage, the issue which conti-
nues to plague power consum-
ers is that of supply. Even in
the State capital Bengaluru, let
alone rural areas, uninterrupt-
ed power supply remains a
dream. While escoms often
claim that most of the power
outages are due to mainte-
nance work, all it takes is one
heavy rainfall for infrastruc-
ture to get damaged and cause
outages across the State. Espe-
cially in the Malenadu region,
Dakshina Kannada and Uttara
Kannada districts, getting
three-phase electricity (which
is essential to run irrigation
pump sets) for over a few
hours has been a rarity.

Safety in question

Amidst this, what has raised
serious concerns about the sa-
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fety of power infrastructure in
the State is the electrocution
of a 23-year-old woman and
her nine-month-old daughter
in Bengaluru when they came
in contact with a live and
snapped conductor while
walking on a footpath. From
no regulations around new
buildings coming up near
transmission and distribution
lines, which have also led to
electrical accidents, to supply-
ing electricity through de-
cade-old wires, the mainte-
nance of infrastructure is poor
in the State. In the recent elec-
trocution case, the wire at
fault was commissioned as
early as in 1997.

From time to time, the pu-
blic has pointed out that eve-
rything from Distribution
Transformer Centres (DTCs)
to electric poles, fuse boxes,
and feeders in the State need
regular maintenance. Alth-
ough the Karnataka Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(KERC) has issued guidelines
for Technical Safety Audit for
escoms and other distributors
to follow, no proper data is
available to verify if these au-
dits are taking place regularly.
The Commission itself has not
been keen on keeping an eye
on these reports.

This is not to say that the
power sector in the State has
not had its positives in the past
few years. Tremendous
strides have been made in the
Renewable Energy (RE) sector
with around 40% of power
generation coming from RE.
While the transmission and
distribution losses have come
down slightly, the frequency
of power is being maintained
close to 50 Hz, which reflects
high efficiency. However, the
power sector has along way to
go when it comes to streng-
thening its network and mak-
ing uninterrupted power sup-
ply as well as safety a reality
for the State’s consumers.
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Karnataka’s IT exports
crossed I3 lakh crore in
FY 2023: Priyank Kharge

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

The IT and ITeS exports
from Karnataka crossed
33,28,106 crore in FY 2023,
a 27% year-on-year growth,
Priyank Kharge, Minister
for IT, Biotech, Rural Deve-
lopment and Panchayati
Raj said, quoting Software

Technology Parks of India
(STPI) figures on
Wednesday.

During FY23, the coun-
try’s total IT and ITeS ex-
ports were 37,81,236 crore,
of which Karnataka solely
accounted for 42%, he
said.

The fiscal saw the know-
ledge economy adding
22,43,245 people, of which
Karnataka alone had a 40%
share at 9,05,715 jobs, an
annual growth of 13%, said
the Minister.

Earlier, speaking at the
opening session of Karna-
taka’s tech exposition, the
Bengaluru  Technology
Summit at Palace Grounds,
the Minister said the State’s
dominance extended
across other core innova-
tive sectors. For instance, it
commanded a 40% share
in electronics design, a
staggering 52% share in
machine tools manufactur-
ing, a whopping 65% share
in aerospace and defence
manufacturing and a com-
mendable 60% share in
biotech production and
exports.

Breaking Boundaries

By embracing the theme,
Breaking Boundaries, the
State’s goal was to spark in-

Visitors at the Bengaluru Tech Summit at Palace Grounds in

Bengaluru on Wednesday. SUDHAKARA JAIN

spiration within the global
technology community,
encouraging the explora-
tion of new technological
frontiers. “We seek to cul-
tivate innovation, collabo-
ration, and transformative
breakthroughs, advocating
for global tech connectivity
that transcends limitations
and knows no boundar-
ies,* he said while address-
ing a packed global tech
audience.

Hope for growth

Kris Gopalakrishnan,
chairman, Vision Group of
IT, said the technology sec-
tor had grown by 9% dur-
ing the last year due to the
slowdown. He, however,
hoped that the $200 billion
tech sector would touch
$350 billion by 2030. He
said the ChatGPT app

dustries Minister M.B. Patil
said Karnataka’s focus was
on creating an environ-
ment that is conducive to
growth, fostering entrepre-
neurship and attracting
investments.

Infrastructural chaos
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar said breaking
boundaries (indicating this
edition’s theme of
BTS) came with rewards
and fruits. On a physical le-
vel, Bengaluru city has
been breaking its boundar-
ies too fast, and it has
caused all the infrastructu-
ral chaos, he added.

“We need to fix it before
it bursts at the seams. I
guarantee you that I will
spare no effort in fixing
Bengaluru. I will need to
break a few boundaries to

launched in November fix these issues, and I won’t
2022 was the fastest-grow-  hesitate. We have big
ing app during the lastone  plans, and you will see
year. them on the ground soon,’
Large and Medium In- the deputy CM assured.
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