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AGRICULTURE

Fodder cultivation being
promoted in Mysuru district

Shankar Bennur
MYSURU

Even as Mysuru district has
fodder stocks that can last
for the next 24 months,
farmers are being given
kits containing fodder
seeds to cultivate forage for
livestock as a measure to
ensure fodder availability
until next monsoon.

Mysuru has received ov-
er 67,000 fodder kits for
free distribution through
181 veterinary centres in all
taluks. More kits are ex-
pected to arrive as nearly
50% of kits, each contain-
ing 5 kg of seeds, have
been distributed so far.

If cultivated, farmers
could get fodder for animal
needs in the next 90 days.
Three varieties of fodder
seeds are being distributed
- Sorghum (multicut), Afri-
can Tall (maize) and Giant
Bajra (pearl millet) - and
farmers can choose any
one of the varieties for cul-

Animal Husbandry Minister

K. Venkatesh during the
distribution of fodder seeds at
a village in Periyapatna taluk
on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

tivation in their fields.
Fodder cultivation is be-
ing promoted in the wake
of drought. Mysuru is a
drought-hit district and it
has become essential to en-
sure fodder availability for
livestock until April-May,
say officials at the Depart-
ment of Animal Husbandry
which has been distribut-
ing seeds since the past 10
days. Animal Husbandry
Deputy Director Nagaraj
told The Hindu that a suffi-
cient number of kits had
been supplied to the dis-

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Nov.25, 2023

trict and interested farm-
ers were getting the seeds
for free. The distribution is
being documented with
details of farmers.

“We don’t see any shor-
tage if farmers grow fodder
in their fields. If at all there
is a shortage despite the
ongoing efforts, fodder
banks can be opened and
cattle camps can be organ-
ised. But such a scenario
may not arrive if the pre-
cautions are taken. In areas
where there were irriga-
tion facilities, fodder shor-
tage was unlikely,” he
explained.

He said farmers can sell
surplus fodder to farmers
in other districts where
there was a shortage next
year. After Sankranti next
year, fodder harvest can be
expected. At the same
time, farmers can safely
stock dry fodder for next
year and make use of green
fodder as a precaution, he
said.
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Farmers to get Rs 2,000 drought relief
as Karnataka awaits central funds

BENGALURU, DHNS: Under
pressure from various quar-
ters to declare drought relief,
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
on Thursday announced as-
sistance up to Rs 2,000 per
farmer even as the govern-
mentawaits financial aid from
the Centre.

The announcement |%
comes ahead of the
winter session sched-
uled to be held in Be-
lagavi from December
5.

Siddaramaiah said the
government had decided to
do whatever it could in the
absence of anyresponse from
the Centre to Karnataka’s
request for National Disas-
ter Response Force (NDRF)
funds. “As first instalment,

the government will release
Rs2,000 per farmer. Therest
of the money will be given to
them once the Centre releas-
es funds,” Siddaramaiah said,
whilelamenting thatthe Cen-
trehad failedtorespond tothe
stategovernment’smemoran-
dum seeking drought
relief even after two
months.

“Though we had
‘| written to the Centre
several times seeking
a meeting with the
Union ministers, no time has
been allotted to us. When our
revenue and agriculture min-
isters went to Delhi recently,
theycameback after meeting
the secretaries as the minis-
terswereunavailable,”hesaid.
> Drought relief, Page 6

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&6, Dec.1, 2023

“Even I wrote to the Home
Secretary recently, but no
time was given to me,” the
chief minister said.

In September, the state
government had sent a
memorandumtothe Centre
seeking Rs4,663-crorerelief
for drought under NDRF
funds. The statehad record-
edcroplossesover an extent
0f 48.19 lakh hectares.

Asperthe currentnorms,
farmers are given Rs 8,500
per hectare for rainfed
crops, Rs 17,000 for irrigat-
ed crops and Rs 22,500 for
perennial crops.

Inthe meantime, the state
governmenthasreleased Rs
460 crore to 6.5 lakh farm-
ers for mid-term crop loss
and sowing failure from the
Rs780 crore fundsavailable
in PD accounts, Siddara-
maiah said.
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Decentralisation
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With no elected body, citizens
struggle to get civic woes resolved

‘Elected representatives have accountability as they fear defeat during the polls and in a democracy, elected representatives

are the keepers of the system. Now, most of the time officials are inaccessible’

Shreyas H.S.
BENGALURU

ast month, a few er-
rant citizens laid
road humps on a

street without taking per-
mission from the Bengalu-
ru civic body. “When I
complained about the vio-
lation, a Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
official visited after about a
week. But even to this day,
no action has been taken
to remove the humps,”
said a resident of J.P. Nagar.
“The officials are not an-
swerable to voters. If there
was a councillor, s/he can
be questioned and has the
powers to direct officials to
remove the same,” he
added.

It has been over three
years since citizens in Ben-
galuru have been grappling
without an elected body in
the city’s civic body - the
Bruhat Bengaluru Maha-
nagara Palike (BBMP).
With no councillors for the
wards, people have been
reeling under several civic

With no councillors for the wards, people have been reeling under

several civic issues. FILE PHOTO

issues, struggling to com-
municate with bureau-
crats.

Citizens say in the six or
five working days a week,
officials say they are busy
attending meetings at least
three days, and on the re-
maining days, they simply
pretend to be listening to
the problems of the wards,
without it resulting in solu-
tions. With yet another
promise of civic elections
being held this year likely
to fade into obscurity, citi-

¥

U

zens are clueless about
who to approach.

Srinivas Reddy of the
Bengaluru Navanirmana
Party said every second
person he encounters asks
the same question - When
is the BBMP election?

“People are fed up
with the present system
and style of functioning as
these officials do not have
any accountability. In the
Whitefield area, which is
an IT corridor, not a single
footpath is in good condi-

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Nov.26, 2023

tion and that is the state of
governance. Despite peo-
ple raising this issue on
many platforms, including
in the ward committee
meetings, nothing is being
done,” he said.

Mr. Reddy further said
the absence of councillors,
who are a bridge between
people and officials, is
strongly felt. “The elected
representatives have ac-
countability as they fear
defeat during the elec-
tions. In a democracy,
elected representatives are
the keepers of the system.
Most of the time officials
are inaccessible,” he ad-
ded.

Tara Krishnaswamy, an
activist, said ward commit-
tees without councillors
are not a valid body and
they are currently run in
an ad hoc manner. “The ci-
tizens in the ad hoc system
speak to ad hoc officials
hoping to resolve the pro-
blems in their area. But no
changes are happening as
officials do not care. Peo-
ple now talk to MLAs, but

an MLA of an Assembly
constituency cannot take
care of concerns of the
ward and it is not his/her
job either. The councillors
play a crucial role in the ur-
ban governance because
people can meet them reg-
ularly in ward offices
which are located in res-
pective wards,” she said.

Srinivas Alavilli, another
activist, wondered as to
how the BBMP Budget can
be spent without an elect-
ed body. “Can Delhi spend
the country’s Budget with-
out an elected body? Can
officials in the Vidhana
Soudha handle the Karna-
taka Budget? While an
elected body is necessary
at these levels, how then
can the BBMP Budget can
be spent by the officials?
The elected representa-
tives are keepers of the
Budget and they are ac-
countable to the public
with regard to spending
each penny. I urge the go-
vernment to hold elections
as soon as possible,” he
said.

Back to Contents




ECONOMY

‘Maintenance of 76.69% of
feeders taken up in a year’

The Karnataka Electricity Regulatory Commission mandates the safety or technical audit of

11 kV feeders to be undertaken by distribution licensees at least once a year

Jahnavi T. R.
BENGALURU

nder fire after the
Urecent deaths of a
mother and her ba-

by owing to electrocution,
the Bangalore Electricity
Supply Company (Bescom)
said that in the last year,
since November 2022, it
has conducted the mainte-
nance of 4,768 11 kV feed-
ers, under its Feeder Main-
tenance Abhiyaana (FMA),
out of the total 6,217 feed-
ers present in its jurisdic-
tion. This amounts to the
conducting of mainte-
nance of 76.69% of
feeders.

If the feeders that have
been added to the network
in the last one year are ex-
cluded, then Bescom
claims that maintenance
work on around 97% of the
feeders have been
conducted.

After the recent electro-
cution of 23-year-old Soun-
darya and her nine-month-
old daughter near Hope
Farm from a live wire that
had snapped, the public
has been demanding an
audit of the electrical in-
frastructure in the city.

The Karnataka Electrici-
ty Regulatory Commission
(KERC) also mandates the
safety or technical audit of
11 kV feeders, including dis-
tribution transformer
centres (DTC), to be under-
taken by distribution licen-
sees at least once every
year.

The FMA, which was
conducted in two phases
between November and
December 2022 and the ex-
tended phase which was

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Nov. 27, 2023

11 kV Feeder Maintenance Abhiyaana progress
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After the recent electrocution of 23-year-old Soundarya near Hope
Farm, the public has been demanding an audit of the electrical
infrastructure in the city. FILE PHOTO

carried out from June 15, to
November 15 this year, in-
cluded trimming of HT
lines, replacement or re-
pair of slanted and deterio-
rated poles, rectification of
DTCs, and repair of loose
spans.

Out of the 19,177 slanted
HT poles that have been
identified by Bescom dur-
ing the campaign, 17,506
have been fixed so far,
while 1,149 deteriorated HT
poles have been fixed out
of the 2,963 that were iden-
tified. Similarly, out of
10,930 slanted LT poles,
10,084 have been fixed and
out of 3,594 deteriorated
LT poles, 3,163 have been
fixed, the data showed.

The officials also said
that 58,004 DTCs out of
the 62,720 which were in-

spected have been recti-
fied.

According to Bescom of-
ficials, the maintenance
campaign also includes the
audit mandated by the
KERC.

“This (maintenance) is a
continuous process as dif-
ferent issues crop up every
three to six months in diffe-
rent feeders. We are under-
taking maintenance pro-
cesses rigorously to avoid
any unforeseen accidents.
The maintenance and at-
tending of all the remain-
ing components will be ta-
ken up as a priority and
completed soon,” said Ma-
hantesh Bilagi, Managing
Director, Bescom.

The Energy Department
also issued a circular to Es-
coms and transmission

Source: Bescom

corporations to take steps
to avoid electrocution acci-
dents as the preliminary in-
vestigation has pointed out
that the negligence of safe-
ty protocols caused the ac-
cident at Hope Farm.

With the overhead (OH)
line snapping and causing
the electrocution in Soun-
darya’s case, many citizens
also raised questions about
the status of Bescom’s
long-time project of con-
version of OH lines into un-
derground (UG) lines.

Bescom data revealed
that out of the 6,217 11 kV
feeders, only 1,541 have
completed UG lines while
296 have both OH and UG
lines.

However, a majority of
4,380 feeders still only
have OH lines in the Bes-
com region.

Experts said that the re-
ports by Bescom should be
verified by a third party.
“There is no way that they
have carried out mainte-
nance on as many feeders
as they have claimed.
KERC should call for a
third party to audit and
verify the records of
change and replacement
maintained by Bescom,”
said M.G. Prabhakar, a
former member of the ad-
visory committee, KERC.



BALANCING BOOKS Finance Dept Facing Heat Over Guarantee Schemes | Disgruntle

With debt rising, government urges
departments to rationalise loans

Sandeep.Moudgal@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With the state’s
guarantee schemes proving a
huge strain on the exchequer
— estimates suggest it could
cost Rs 52,000 crore annually

the finance department is-
sued directives to all depart-
ments to take proactive meas-
ures to recover loans extend-
ed to boards, corporations,
public institutions, and local
bodies for “diverse develop-
mental and non-developmen-
tal activities™.

The department, in its No-
vember 2 revenue receipts es-
timate, states, “Balances for
many loans sanctioned in the
past are still outstanding. An
analysis of outstanding loans
to state-run companies, corpo-
rations, local bodies, autono-
mous institutions, co-opera-
tive societies, non-government
organizations etc., for develop-
mental and non-developmen-
tal activities shows that while
loans are increasing, repay-
ments have remained static.”

The document pointed out
that, despite the government
borrowing at high cost from
the market, the return on in-
vestment was significantly
lower. Estimates show for the
current fiscal (2023-24), Karna-
taka’s outstanding debt stands
at Rs 5.5 lakh crore, including
interests, that needs servicing.
But budget estimates stand at
only Rs 3 lakh crore.

The finance department
has advised departments to
exercise caution in loan re-

ceipts, saying, “Estimates of
loan receipts should be based
on anticipated recoveries dur-
ing 2024-25 with reference to
outstanding balances and
terms and conditions of the
relevant loan.”

However, senior govern-
ment officials say this caution
is not new and is likely to face
challenges since much of the
debt is tied to long-term infra-

structure and capital invest-
ments. For instance, some of
the biggest debtors are elec-
tricity supply companies (Es-
coms) with a combined liabil-
ity of Rs 98,000 crore.

An official said, “When the
finances of an entire sector
under government control are
inamess, concerns over repay-
ments and bringing Karnata-
ka out of debt are inevitable.”

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Nov. 27, 2023

Yet, additional chief secre-
tary (energy) Gaurav Gupta
was confident the situation is
not “unsustainable”, and Es-
coms are effectively fulfilling
their responsibilities.

Gupta said the energy
department estimates an-
nual sale of electricity at Rs
60,000 crore, which is ex-
pected to cover rising debt
of Escoms over the next few

years through tariff revi-
sions and improved return
of interest (ROI).

LK Atheeq, additional
chief secretary (finance), said
Karnataka has managed its
repayments to lending institu-
tions well and currently faces
no major concerns. He said
government debt is within the
3% cap as stipulated by the Fis-
cal Responsibility Act.




BENGALURU, DHNS

THE FUTURE

K'taka cannetRs12,000-crinvestmentswith gas push Policy

Climate cell in
BBMP

A climate action cellis going to be
setupin the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) to
facilitate the implementation of
Bengaluru Climate Action Plan.
Details on Page 2

arnataka has the potential to

K;‘eCeive investments worth Rs
2,000 crore and create em-

ployment for thousands of people by
expanding the City Gas Distribution
(CGD) infrastructure, accordingtoa
new government policy that aims to
makeithappen.

The new policy also proposes tax
rebates to promote natural gas-based
vehicles and increase the use of piped
natural gas (PNG), thereby bringing
the benefits of “clean and green fuel
to household cooking”and to the
transport sector while pushing for
“sustainable industrial growth”.

Karnataka recently notified
the State Policy for the Development

target to increase the share of natural
gasin the country’s primary energy
mix from 6.2% to 15% by 2030.
According to the policy docu-
ment, a total of 66.25 lakh piped
natural gas (PNG) connections and
1,022 compressed natural gas (CNG)

of CGD Network in the wake of India’s

stations will be developed in the state ; :
in the coming years.

“Further, value-added services
have an investment potential of Rs
2,400 crore in the natural gas value
chain,” the policy, brought out by the
Infrastructure Development Depart-
ment, states.

“The state government through
the policy will endeavour for faster
development of the CGD network and
increase the use of natural gasasa
fuel in the form of PNG for domestic,
commercial and industrial sectors
and CNG for the transport sector...”
the policy states.

The policy urges the government
to revise and rationalise tax rates to
make CNG and PNG more affordable.
» Policy, Page 5

connections and 1,022 CNG stations
will be developed in the state in the
coming years

= Policy calls for factory-fitted
CNG/LNG vehicles to be treated on

par with electric vehicles

= Govt to standardise the process

of laying gas pipelines with a fee

of Rs 1,000 per km

= Building approvals should include
gas pipeline infrastructure for
residential and commercial properties

Policy, from Page 1

Specifically, it says “factory-fit-
ted CNG/Liquified Natural
Gas (LNGQG) vehicles” should
be treated at par with electric
vehicles.

Under the policy, the govern-
ment will standardise the pro-
cessoflaying gas pipelines with
afeeof Rs1,000 per km. Local
authoritiesarerequired to give
approvals within 15 days.

Also, master plans for cities
and towns will have provisions
for PNG and CNG infrastruc-

ture. Not just that, building
approvals should include gas
pipelineinfrastructure forres-
idential and commercial prop-
erties, the policy states.

Apartments that use diesel
in generators must switch to
natural gas-based power back-
up systems, it says. And, 40%
of all public buses and govern-
mentvehicleswill be converted
to CNG.

The policy calls for a ban on
polluting fuels in all industrial
areas where gas pipeline con-
nectivity is provided.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&5, Nov.28, 2023
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Pioneer State battles power issues

From production to safe distribution, there's plenty of ground to cover

STATE OF PLAY

Jahnavi T. R.

jahnavi.tr@thehindu.co.in

arnataka has a history
Kof over 100 years of
power  generation,

transmission and other advan-
cements. While Bengaluru
was the first place in Asia to
get streetlights in 1905, the
first major hydroelectric (hy-
del) generating station in the
country was established in
Shivanasamudra in 1902 for
commercial operations. Ho-
wever, over 120 years later, the
power sector in Karnataka has
many chinks in its armour
when it comes to the quality
of transmission and supply.

Production problems

As of March 2023, the installed
capacity in Karnataka is over
31,000 MW. From hydel and
pumped storage projects to
thermal plants and solar and
wind power, the State boasts
of many means of electricity
generation. Yet, when the
rains played spoilsport this
year, it went from being a pow-
er surplus State for four years
to a State experiencing a daily
shortfall of 40 - 50 MU.

While various escoms (elec-
tricity supply companies) in
the State had paid over 34,500
crore per annum as shutdown
charges to thermal power
plants during the power sur-
plus years, when the need
arose this year, only around
3,400 MW of power could be
generated from the stations
out of the total installed capac-
ity of over 5,000 MW. While
the Energy Department said
that the problem of wet coal
brought down the generation,
experts laid the blame on im-
proper and unplanned main-
tenance of power plants dur-
ing the monsoon for not being
able to generate more power

Karnataka

to cut down the shortfall.

Even though Karnataka has
now overcome the shortfall of
power with barter power trad-
ing with other States and the
imposition of Section 11
(which mandates them to sell
the power to the State) on all
the open access generators, it
has to be noted that the same
strategy has been employed in
the past — by Shobha Karan-
dlaje almost a decade ago
when she was the Energy Mi-
nister and D. K. Shivakumar
during his earlier term as the
Energy Minister. This shows
that there has been no change
in planning for an off year
(power-wise) over the years.

Be it power surplus or shor-
tage, the issue which conti-
nues to plague power consum-
ers is that of supply. Even in
the State capital Bengaluru, let
alone rural areas, uninterrupt-
ed power supply remains a
dream. While escoms often
claim that most of the power
outages are due to mainte-
nance work, all it takes is one
heavy rainfall for infrastruc-
ture to get damaged and cause
outages across the State. Espe-
cially in the Malenadu region,
Dakshina Kannada and Uttara
Kannada districts, getting
three-phase electricity (which
is essential to run irrigation
pump sets) for over a few
hours has been a rarity.

Safety in question
Amidst this, what has raised
serious concerns about the sa-

fety of power infrastructure in
the State is the electrocution
of a 23-year-old woman and
her nine-month-old daughter
in Bengaluru when they came
in contact with a live and
snapped conductor while
walking on a footpath. From
no regulations around new
buildings coming up near
transmission and distribution
lines, which have also led to
electrical accidents, to supply-
ing electricity through de-
cade-old wires, the mainte-
nance of infrastructure is poor
in the State. In the recent elec-
trocution case, the wire at
fault was commissioned as
early as in 1997.

From time to time, the pu-
blic has pointed out that eve-
rything from Distribution
Transformer Centres (DTCs)
to electric poles, fuse boxes,
and feeders in the State need
regular maintenance. Alth-
ough the Karnataka Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(KERC) has issued guidelines
for Technical Safety Audit for
escoms and other distributors
to follow, no proper data is
available to verify if these au-
dits are taking place regularly.
The Commission itself has not
been keen on keeping an eye
on these reports.

This is not to say that the
power sector in the State has
not had its positives in the past
few years. Tremendous
strides have been made in the
Renewable Energy (RE) sector
with around 40% of power
generation coming from RE.
While the transmission and
distribution losses have come
down slightly, the frequency
of power is being maintained
close to 50 Hz, which reflects
high efficiency. However, the
power sector has along way to
go when it comes to streng-
thening its network and mak-
ing uninterrupted power sup-
ply as well as safety a reality
for the State’s consumers.

Source: The Hindu, p.11, Nov. 29, 2023
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Karnataka’s IT exports
crossed I3 lakh crore in
FY 2023: Priyank Kharge

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

The IT and ITeS exports
from Karnataka crossed
33,28,106 crore in FY 2023,
a 27% year-on-year growth,
Priyank Kharge, Minister
for IT, Biotech, Rural Deve-
lopment and Panchayati
Raj said, quoting Software

Technology Parks of India
(STPI) figures on
Wednesday.

During FY23, the coun-
try’s total IT and ITeS ex-
ports were 37,81,236 crore,
of which Karnataka solely
accounted for 42%, he
said.

The fiscal saw the know-
ledge economy adding
22,43,245 people, of which
Karnataka alone had a 40%
share at 9,05,715 jobs, an
annual growth of 13%, said
the Minister.

Earlier, speaking at the
opening session of Karna-
taka’s tech exposition, the
Bengaluru  Technology
Summit at Palace Grounds,
the Minister said the State’s
dominance extended
across other core innova-
tive sectors. For instance, it
commanded a 40% share
in electronics design, a
staggering 52% share in
machine tools manufactur-
ing, a whopping 65% share
in aerospace and defence
manufacturing and a com-
mendable 60% share in
biotech production and
exports.

Breaking Boundaries

By embracing the theme,
Breaking Boundaries, the
State’s goal was to spark in-

Visitors at the Bengaluru Tech Summit at Palace Grounds in

Bengaluru on Wednesday. SUDHAKARA JAIN

spiration within the global
technology community,
encouraging the explora-
tion of new technological
frontiers. “We seek to cul-
tivate innovation, collabo-
ration, and transformative
breakthroughs, advocating
for global tech connectivity
that transcends limitations
and knows no boundar-
ies,* he said while address-
ing a packed global tech
audience.

Hope for growth
Kris Gopalakrishnan,
chairman, Vision Group of
IT, said the technology sec-
tor had grown by 9% dur-
ing the last year due to the
slowdown. He, however,
hoped that the $200 billion
tech sector would touch
$350 billion by 2030. He
said the ChatGPT app
launched in November
2022 was the fastest-grow-
ing app during the last one
year.

Large and Medium In-

dustries Minister M.B. Patil
said Karnataka’s focus was
on creating an environ-
ment that is conducive to
growth, fostering entrepre-
neurship and attracting
investments.

Infrastructural chaos
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar said breaking
boundaries (indicating this
edition’s theme of
BTS) came with rewards
and fruits. On a physical le-
vel, Bengaluru city has
been breaking its boundar-
ies too fast, and it has
caused all the infrastructu-
ral chaos, he added.

“We need to fix it before
it bursts at the seams. I
guarantee you that I will
spare no effort in fixing
Bengaluru. I will need to
break a few boundaries to
fix these issues, and I won’t
hesitate. We have big
plans, and you will see
them on the ground soon,’
the deputy CM assured.

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Nov. 30, 2023
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CM urges tech industry to

address reality of digital divide

‘Beyond Bengaluru' is an initiative that aims to develop and enhance ecosystems in regions beyond the city and

bridge the digital divide, says Siddaramaiah at the inaugural of four-day Bengaluru Tech Summit

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he digital divide is a
T reality we must ad-

dress, ensuring
that the benefits of tech-
nology reach every citizen,
regardless of their back-
ground, Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah urged the in-
dustry while inaugurating
four-day Karnataka’s an-
nual tech exposition, Ben-
galuru Tech Summit, here
on Wednesday.

“Even as we celebrate
our tech achievements, we
recognise that challenges
persist. We aim to bridge
this gap through targeted
initiatives, utilising the
power of data and analyt-
ics to drive informed deci-
sion-making in gover-
nance,” he said.

He said, ‘Beyond Benga-
lurw’ was a unique initia-
tive in that direction with
the primary focus of deve-
loping and enhancing eco-
systems in regions beyond
Bengaluru and bridging
the digital divide.

“Our government is
committed to furthering
this technological trajecto-
ry. We will invest in the in-
frastructure needed to sup-
port the next wave of
innovation, foster collabo-
ration between industry
and academia, and create
policies that propel Karna-
taka to new heights on the
global tech stage,” he said
while addressing a packed
audience of technocrats

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar, and other dignitaries at the
inauguration of Bengaluru Tech Summit, and (below) visitors at the event at Palace Grounds on

Wednesday. SUDHAKARA JAIN

from India and abroad.

“The Bengaluru Tech
Summit is not just an
event, it is a celebration of
our collective vision, deter-
mination, and commit-
ment to harness the power
of technology for the grea-
ter good,” he said.

The theme of the 26th
edition of the summit,
Breaking Boundaries, em-
phasises on the impor-
tance of our State breaking
regional boundaries, by
creating  sector-specific
clusters across Karnataka,
he said.

According to Mr. Sidda-
ramaiah, the government
is focused on building a
seamless ecosystem that
attracts investment, talent,
and opportunities by
breaking sectoral boundar-
ies through support and
encouragement of indus-

tries across different sec-
tors and breaking scale by
bringing in new business
and investments.

“We want Karnataka to

be seen as the hub with an
end-to-end ecosystem for
innovating and growing
businesses,” he said.

‘Pioneer in policies’
Karnataka has been at the
forefront of pioneering

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Nov. 30, 2023
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sector-specific policies that
have played a pivotal role
in shaping our State’s tra-
jectory towards progress,
the CM said.

“In 1997, we set a prece-
dent by becoming the first
State in the country to in-
troduce a ground-breaking
information  technology
policy. Fast forward to to-
day, and the IT sector
stands as a cornerstone of

our economy, contributing
a substantial 25% to our
GDP,” he said.

Building on this legacy
of innovation, the State
was also the pioneer in in-
troducing a biotech policy
in 2001. “As we continue to
champion advancements
in biotechnology, I am
thrilled to announce that a
revised biotech policy is
set to be unveiled at the
tech summit,” Mr. Siddara-
maiah said.

Start-up policy

In 2015, the State took a vi-
sionary step by launching a
start-up policy, well before
the Government of India
recognised the need for a
Central-level start-up poli-
cy, he said. “This foresight
propelled Karnataka to the
forefront of the start-up
ecosystem, nurturing and
supporting the entrepre-
neurial spirit that defines
our dynamic State,” he
said.

“Being home to over
5,500 IT/ITeS companies
and approximately 750
multinational ~ corpora-
tions, our State has been a
driving force behind the
sector’s success, contribut-
ing around $85 billion to
the nation’s exports,” he
said. This vibrant industry
has not only provided di-
rect employment to over 12
lakh professionals but has
also created a ripple effect,
generating over 31 lakh in-
direct jobs, according to
Mr. Siddaramaiah.



K'taka eyes 30K animation, gaming jobs by 2028

from the current $27 billion,

TECh Summit sees ' Draft AVGC policy provide incentives to biotech
S Skill enhancement initiatives students,and create high-tech
draft p0l|C|ES on ¢ andfinancing biotech clusters of 5-10 acres
. . |~ Building infra including SEZ, where developedindustry play-
gammgv thtECh | gaming CgE and inCUbatOgrS erswill beenc%uraged mnzgtu);
——— Financial support through manufacturing unitswhile sup-
@ | grants, reimbursements, porting startups and smalland

4 - | Incentives medium enterprises.
ANJALI JAIN IT-BT Minister Priyank Draft Biotech policy The state government will

BENGALURU, DHNS Khal'ge, Industries Support biotech clusters to set take inputs from stakeholders
Minister MB Patil and up manufacturing units and the general publiconthese
he Karnataka govern- Deputy CM Provide subsidy and reim- two draft policies before final-

I ment released two draft DK Shivakumar at the bursements to stimulate growth RSN
policies — one for ani- Bengaluru Tech Summit. Fellowship for graduating The AVGC draft pOlle was
mation, visual effects, gaming, DH PHOTO/PUSHKAR V students and professionals released by IT-BT Minister Pri-

comics, and extended reality
(AVGC-XR) sector, and the
other for the biotechnology
sector—atthe Bengaluru Tech
Summit on Wednesday.

As part of the AVGC policy,

the state government aims to
create 30,000jobsinthe gam-
ing, comic and animation sec-
tor by 2028 and plans to have
80% of the sector’s revenue

coming in from exports.

For biotech, where there
state is already a leading play-
er, the policy aims to quadru-
ple the size of the bioeconomy

yank Kharge while the biotech
draft policy was released by
Industries Minister MB Patil
and Biocon chairperson Kiran
Mazumdar-Shaw.

> Tech Summit, Page 5

Tech Summit, from Page 1

For AVGC, Karnataka wants
to constitute a skill advisory
committee that will create
industry-relevant curricu-
lum and provide vocational
training in the sector through
partnerships withindustryand
academia. It will also provide
reimbursements for skill devel-
opmentand job creation.
Establishment of physical
infrastructure for the sector
has also been proposed in the
draft by expanding the centre
of excellence for AVGC, estab-
lishing a separate such centre
for gaming, and the develop-

Special Economic Zone.

Thisis the third AVGC poli-
cybyKarnataka.In2012,itbe-
came the first state to release
itsown AVGC policy. Current-
ly, Tamil Nadu, Keralaand the
central government are also
drafting their own AVGC pol-
icies.

In the latest policy, the state
is looking to provide financial
support to entrepreneurs and
startups throughinitiativeslike
the creation of an AVGC Ven-
ture Fund.

The government will also
offer grants for production of
animation films, series, VR/AR/
VEX projects, and game devel-

and developmentincentives for
technological innovation, with
an aim to attract investments
and stimulate startup growth.
To ensure regulatory hurdles
don’t hinder innovation, the
government has proposed to
create regulatory sandboxes
that will allow innovative tech-
nologies to be tested in a safe
environment.

As for the biotech policy, it
proposes to provide a fellow-
ship of Rs 50,000 per month
for a period of 12 months to
graduating students or pro-
fessionals looking to pursue
entrepreneurship ideas in the
sector. Additionally, the govern-

subsidies of up to Rs 10 crore
for investments in bioman-
ufacturing units, along with
reimbursements of up to 50%
of expenses (up to Rs 10 lakh)
incurred while purchasing
high-end equipment for R&D
purposes.

The policy hasalso proposed
reimbursement to startsups
and MSMEs of up to Rs 5 lakh
for leasing office space, and
employment generation in-
centives. Other physical infra-
structure proposed in the pol-
icy includes setting up a Rural
Biotechnological Innovation
& Application Centre to work
towards creating bio-villages

mentofan AVGC-XR Parkasa oament alonﬁ with research ment has Hroaosed to Erovide and suHaortinnovations.
Source: Deccan Herald, p.1 & 5, Nov.30, 2023
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3.6k cr investments promise 10k jobs

he state government has granted

approval for 62 industrial invest-
ment proposals worth Rs 3,607 crore
which have the potential to generate
employment for 10,755 people.

The State Level Single Window
Clearance Committee, led by MB Patil,
industries and infrastructure develop-
ment minister, approved these propos-
als at a meeting on Tuesday.

Eight of the projects involve invest-
ments exceeding Rs 50 crore and total
Rs 2,088 crore. These alone have the
potential to create 6,360 jobs, the min-

ister’s office said in a statement on
Wednesday.

Key investors include Texcon Steels,
Hundri Sugars and Ethanol Pvt Ltd,
Bren Life Sciences, Alpine Ethanol,
Virupaksha Laboratories, and Qual-
comm India.

Of the 62 proposals, 51 projects fall
in the Rs 15 crore-Rs 50 crore range, ag-
gregating Rs 941.4 crore and projecting
employment generation potential for
4,395 individuals. Additionally, the com-
mittee approved three projects with an
extra investment of Rs 577 crore. TNN

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Nov.30, 2023

Before Feb budget, CM to table
supplementary estimates at session

‘Depts seeking more grants
for clearing work bills’

BENGALURU, DHNS

hief Minister Siddara-

maiah is likely to pres-

ent the 2024-25 budget
in Februarywith an eye onthe
Lok Sabha polls, amid fiscal
pressures posed dueto the five
guarantee schemes.

The finance department,
which reports to Siddara-
maiah, has already started
preparations for the 2024-25

Inarecentcircular, Finance
Secretary (Budget & Resourc-
es) P C Jaffer reminded all ad-
ministrative departments to
send in their estimates for the
next year’s fiscal while noting
that most of them have not
submitted the required details.

“In the wake of the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha elections, the
budget hastobe tabled before
the end of February 2024,”
Jaffer stated, asking depart-

Before that, Siddaramaiah
islikely to table a mini-budget
of sorts in the form of sup-
plementary estimates at the
Belagavisession of the legisla-
ture to provide for additional
expenditure incurred in the
current fiscal.

Supplementary esti-
mates are additional expen-
ditures incurred by the gov-
ernment over and above the
budget provisions.

Accordingtosources, there
is pressure from departments
to provide for additionalities.

It is said that departments
are asking for more grants to-
wards clearing pending work
bills among other things.

There is also pressure on
ministers from lawmakers

MLAsare arguing that grants
are needed to meet the needs
of communities, mutts and vil-
lages, failing which theywillbe
seeninanegative light.

It is said that the supple-
mentary estimates will cover
fiscal commitments towards
Centrally-sponsored schemes
andanestimated Rs 500 crore
towards disaster manage-
ment.

Fiscal position

The state government has es-
timated total receipts for the
current fiscal at Rs 3.24 lakh
croreof which it has garnered
Rs1.06 lakh crore, or 32%, up
to September, according to
thelatest finance department
data.

state’s revenue collection tar-
get is yet to breach the 50%
mark.

The government expects
own tax revenues of Rs 1.73
lakh crore against which col-
lection is at 44.36%. From
devolution of union taxes, the
state expects Rs 37,252.21
crore, butso far,ithasreceived
Rs16,609.98 crore (44.59%).

Efficientrevenue collection
iscrucial for the Congress gov-
ernment to fund the five guar-
antees, which are expected to
cost the exchequer Rs 52,000
croreayear.

This fiscal, Siddaramaiah
has set aside Rs 39,815 crore
to implement the five guar-
antees - Shakti, Gruha Jyothi,
AnnaBhagya, Gruha Lakshmi

budget. ments to treat thisas Hrion'g. whoare seeking grants. Some Halfwax into the fiscali the and YuvaNidhi.
Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Nov.30, 2023
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‘Only 1 in 3 street vendors who got
loans under PM scheme use UPI’

Many claim data does not
reflect ground reality

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

Ithough most Bengalure-
ansusedigital payments
o buyessentials, data by
the BBMP showsthat ofthe1.3
lakh street vendors who have
received loans under the PM
Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar
Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) scheme,
only about 42,000 are digital-
ly active and use UPI payment
methods.

According to the scheme,
only digitally active vendors
receive cashback and subsidies
on interest. The data showed
that, in the BBMP jurisdiction,
close to Rs 1.5 crore has been
received in the form of cash-
back and Rs 1.6 crore in inter-
estsubsidy bythe eligible street
vendors.

The street vendors, how-
ever, opined that the data did
not reflect the ground reality.
They alleged that the BBMP

ommendation (LoR) to people
whowerenotinvolvedinstreet
vending.

“To reach the target, the
BBMP is approving loans to
people not involved in a busi-
ness. When they do not have a
business, itis obvious thatthey
cannot be digitally active and
hence the number of digitally
activevendorsislow,”’said Ran-
gaswamy C E, president of the
Karnataka BeediBadiVyaapari
Sanghatanegala Okkuta (KB-
BVS).

Yet another street vendor
said that many of the vendors
have linked their Savings
Bank (SB) accounts to digital
transactions since it is easier.
However, this would mean
that they would be losing out
on benefits offered under the
PM SVANidhischeme.

“We (vendors) have to run
to the banks to get a QR code
linked to our loan accounts

Accordingto the BBP, thel

Z"‘I P &
ow rate of adoption of digital

payment methods by street vendors was due to the poor
response by the banks. pH FILE PHOTO

reach out to us voluntarily and
offer a QR code for our SB ac-
counts. Hence, many of them
opt for it. However, they will
not be eligible for the benefits
unlesstheylink the SBaccount
to the loan account,” said Ra-
mesh K, a street vendor from
Vijayanagar.

However, BBMP offi-

adoption of digital payment
methods was due to the poor
response by the banks and
they were trying toresolve the
issues.

“We understand that the
vendors depend on daily in-
comeand cannot run to banks
multiple times to get the QR
codes. Banks are creating bot-

RANGASWAMY CE,
President, KBBVS

‘ Toreach the target,

the BBMP is ap-
proving loans to people
not involved in a business.
When they do not have a
business, it is obvious that
they cannot be digitally ac-
tive and hence the number
of digitally active vendors
is low.

SENIOR BBMP OFFICIAL
‘ We understand that
the vendors depend

on daily income and can-
not run to banks multiple
times to get the QR codes.
Banks are creating bottle-
necks in the process and
this has made it difficult
for the vendors. We are
following up with the
banks every day,”

hasmadeitdifficult for the ven-
dors. We are following up with
the banks every day,” a senior
BBMP official said. He added
that the banks are also delay-
ingloanapprovalsand close to
50,000 loan applications are

was Erovid'mEaLetter of Rec- while the ﬁaiment ﬁatewais cials said that the low rate of tlenecksinthe Erocessandthis Eendinﬁ with the banks.
Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Dec.1, 2023
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Enhance minimum
wages for ‘sabkavikas’

A $5-trillion economy
makes no sense if workers
don’tearn enough to even

meet their basic needs

KATHYAYINI CHAMARAJ

he travails of the trapped workers
inthe Silkyara tunnel projectand

the laudable work of the rat-hole
miners who saved them have evoked
new respect for the labourers in our
country and the risks they endure.
However, are we ensuring theirright to
a dignified life while enjoying the con-
veniences created by their labour?

This questionhasbeenbroughttothe
fore coincidentally throughan order of
the High Court of Karnataka, which
has recently quashed 34 notifications
on minimum wages passed in 2022 by
the Karnataka Labour Department.
Thenotifications have been quashed for
not calculating minimum wages as per
theReptakos Brettjudgementofthe SC
and that therates fixed/revised “areun-
sustainableinlaw”. The HChas directed
thestate government torecalculate the
minimum wage within three months.

This is a welcome order that holds
much promise for the more than 1.7
crore wage workers of the state who
have been waiting for decades for the
proper implementation of several SC
judgementsin their favour. The SC had
upheld in U Unichoyi & others vs the
State of Kerala in 1962 itself the norms
fixed by the 15th Indian Labour Confer-
ence in 1975 that minimum wages for
a worker should cover food, clothing,
housing, and light and fuel needs of a
standard family. The Fair Wage Com-
mittee had recommended in 1948 that
“the minimum wage must provide, not
merely for the bare sustenance of life,
but also for the “preservation of the ef-
ficiency of the worker.” These are costs
that are to be borne by all employers at
all times.

Additionally, the SC, in the Reptakos
Brett case in 1992, declared that “chil-
dren’s education, medical require-
ments, minimum recreation, including
festivals/ceremonies and provision for
old age, marriages, etc., should further
constitute 25% of the total minimum
wage” and that “each category of the
wage structure has to be tested at the
anvil of social justice.”

Despite these SC pronouncements
respecting workers’ rights to dignified

nounced by Karnataka, ranging from
Rs 12,846.80 in Zone 4 areas to Rs
14,424.63 in Zone 1 for unskilled work,
fall short of the Supreme Court norms
and are insufficient for ensuring work-
ers’basic needs. This situation persists,
astheNational Commission on Labour,
headed by Justice P B Gajendragadkar,
reported in 1968 that “the minimum
wage fixing authorities have generally
accepted the formula in principle and
departed fromitinactual practice.”The
Central Seventh Pay Commission calcu-
lated the minimum wage at the lowest
level for government employees, based
on 15th ILC guidelines, at Rs 18,000 at
2016 prices. Should this rate, recalcu-
lated at 2023 prices, be the floor-level
minimum wage for all?

Lo

Employers, claiming inability to pay
higher amounts, have urged the La-
bour Department to appeal against the
HC judgement. However, surveys show
a sharp decline in the share of wages
in value added, from 30% in the 1980s
10 9.5% in 2009, while the share of en-
terprise profits has risen from around
15%t055%. Studiessince 2014 indicate
areductioninthe growth ofwagerates.
This suggests a case for employers, at
leastthose owning ‘macro-enterprises,
to give a higher share of profits to their
employees. Hence, theirappeals, if any,
for the withdrawal of higher minimum
wages may lack a sound evidence base.

Employers argue that if minimum
wagesinneighbouring statesare lower,
small units and MSMEs would go out
of business, unable to compete with
units in other states, leave alone in the
global market. But if the neighbouring
state of Kerala can continue to have the
highest wage rates in the country and

ty, thisis something for governmentsto
think about. If there is a genuine cause
among MSMEs, governments need to
consider howthey canbe helpedso that
workers are not deprived of their basic
entitlements.

Whenminimumwages aresetbelow
workers’basic needs, itisin effecta sub-
sidy being given to employers, as this
necessitates the government fulfilling
the basic needs of the workers by an-
nouncingvarious so-called ‘freebies’or
benefits with tax-payers’ money, such
as the highly subsidised public distri-
bution, housing and transportation
systems, etc.

The India Wage Report of the ILO
points out that “low pay and wage in-
equality remain a serious challenge to
India’s pathtoachieving decent working
conditionsandinclusive growth.” Thisis
alsothereasonwhythereisgrowingine-
qualityinIndia. A recent United Nations
DevelopmentProgrammereport found
India’s economic inequalities in wealth
and income to be among the highestin
theworld, showinganunequal distribu-
tion of the benefits of growth.

What use is racing towards a $5
trillion economy that will make us the
third largest economy in the world if
our per capita income stagnates at a
low of $2,400 and we rank 149 among
194 countries? There needs to be a re-
alisation that when more money is put
in the hands of lower-income groups,
therewillbe greateraggregate demand
for goods and services, and the whole
economy will thrive.

If the whole of society, including the
private sector, shared the burden of
removing poverty by paying just wag-
es to workers, there would not be the
prevailing clamour by every section
to be declared ‘backward’ in order to
claim the minuscule government jobs
through reservation. If all jobs assured
the poor proper wages, this clamour for
reservations would end.

One hopes that the poor working
and safety conditions under which
most workers work, highlighted by
the Silkyara tunnel episode, will evoke
greater respect for the rights of work-
ers. Society needs to willingly provide
them with their rights and share the
burden of evolving into a compassion-
ate society that cares for all. Shouldn’t
thatbe the goal of the much-publicised
slogans Achhe Din and Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas?

(The writer is the Executive Trustee of

“"i“ﬁi the current minimumwaﬁes an- _has thus Eracticallx eliminated Bover- CIVIC—Banﬁa[ore‘
Source: Deccan Herald, p.8, Dec.1, 2023
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State govt. ropes in Meta to train one lakh

teachers, 10 lakh students in on

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Karnataka govern-
ment on Tuesday signed a
Letter of Intent (Lol) with
Meta to offer training to
one lakh teachers and 10
lakh students in digital sa-
fety and augmented reali-
ty/virtual reality by 2025.

Aim of the programme
Under the online safety in-
itiative, those aged 18 to 24
from 100 colleges and un-
iversities across the State
would receive digital
awareness training. The
aim of the programme was
to make them more mind-
ful of the new trends in dig-
ital safety, said Meta in a
statement.

ine safety

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah with dignitaries in Bengaluru on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The digital citizenship
initiative, a joint pro-
gramme between the Mi-
nistry of ITBT and Meta,
would develop a What-
sApp chatbot for delivery
of information services
across various government
departments. The purpose
of the programme was to
streamline citizen commu-

nications and also create a
Digital Safety Chatbot for
citizen awareness, Meta
said.

In this connection, Joel
Kaplan, Vice-President,
Global Public Policy, Face-
book, met Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and Minister
for IT&BT Priyank Kharge.

“Industry players like

Meta can take the lead in
training students and
teachers for the future and
also train people on safe
online auctions and online
safety, especially of wo-
men and children, is an
area of focus and requires
different stakeholders to
come together,* said the
Chief Minister.

Source: The Hindu, p.3, Nov. 29, 2023
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BBMP to set up climate action cell

Bengaluru aims to become
carbon neutral by 2050

BENGALURU, DHNS

climate action cell will
soon be set up in the
ruhat Bengaluru Ma-

hanagara Palike (BBMP) to
facilitate implementation of
the Bengaluru Climate Action
Plan (BCAP).

The BCAP, launched here
onMonday, comprises 269 ac-
tion points,and aims toachieve
net-zero by 2050. Balancing
the amount of Greenhouse
Gas (GHG) emissions pro-
duced and the amount that is
removed from theatmosphere
isreferred to as net-zero.

Announcing the formation
ofthe special cellinthe BBMP,
Deputy Chief Minister DK Shi-
vakumar, who holds Bengalu-
ruDevelopment portfolio,ina
written message said: “Wewill
allocate dedicated staffandre-
sources tomake this cell deliv-
er results. It will work with all
other stakeholders.”

The city is the third in the
countryto haveitsown climate
action plan, the first two being
Mumbai and Chennai.

The BCAP was prepared
by the BBMP in collaboration

with its knowledge partners,
C40 Cities and World re-
sources Institute (WRI), India.
‘While C40 citiesisa global net-
work of mayors representing
leading cities that are united
to confront the climate crisis,
WRI is a global research or-
ganisation thataimsto analyse
andaddress environmentand
development challenges.

“Bengaluruhasseenal70%
increase in its built footprint
between1990and 2015. Along
with this unprecedented
growth, the city is also seeing
increased Greenhouse Gas
(GHG) emissions,” the plan
reportstated.

Some major strategies con-
sidered forachieving emission
reduction targets include de-
carbonisation of the electricity
grid,improvementinindustri-
alenergy efficiency, transition
toelectriccookinginbothresi-
dential and commercial build-
ings, shift towards cleaner fu-
els by vehicles, and achieving
100% waste segregation and
zerowaste to landfill.

These actions, the report
says, are aimed at reducing
GHG emissions by 16% b;

Fatn 40 FN

Students participate in the launch of the ‘Bengaluru Climate Action Plan
(BCAP)’ at Freedom Park on Monday. bH PHOTO/SK DINESH

GHG emissions
Residential buildings
Commercial buildings
On-road transport
Waste

2030, 26% by 2040 and 56%
by 2050 (as compared to the
2019 baseline).

Thetwinvariables
ForBengaluru, rainfalland air
temperatureare the two major
climate variables. Oneissue is
rappling with extreme rain-

a0d oo

e
1 EResiENcrmay

o -

(Electricity
consumption
contributed
significantly to total
emissions due to a
considerable share
of fossil fuel-derived
electricity in the
city's energy mix.)

27%
26%
20%
11%

fallthat oftenleadstoflooding,
and the secondis the heat.
“This manifests itself into
different climatic hazards,”
thereportstated. “Inaddition,
airpollution, anassociated an-
thropogenic environmental
hazard,isimpactingresidents’
health and productivity.”

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Nov. 28, 2023
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Actions proposed

 Increase the mix of non-fossil fuel sources
in the city’s grid electricity generation

® Reduce
travel
distances
by adopting
suitable
urban
planning
measures

© Improve public transport
ridership through multi-
modal integration

N§_ e Divert waste
from landfill by
better segregation
of waste at source

e Increase resource recovery and circular
economy by promoting decentralised waste
management systems.

A\,

© Enhance sponge spaces to
increase groundwater recharge
I and decrease runoff.

© Adopt improved
technologies for
efficient waste
water treatment.

© Promote compact
development through
mixed use, walkable
neighborhoods.

Tree
canopy

Between 2001 and 2002,

Bengaluru witnessed annual
tree canopy density loss of
about 720 hectares a year, while
it gained or maintained an

annual tree canopy density
of 924 hectares a year of
standing and newly

Besides the gov-
ernment intervention,
the BCAP also sought the
support of residents’ welfare
associations, commercial
establishments, and commu-
nity-based organisations to
push for reforms in different
sectors such as water (con-

planted trees. serve),
waste
(reuse and

recycle), electric-
ity (switch to energy-efficient
appliances and install a solar
powersystem), greening (plan
native species) and transport

use public transport).

Back to Contents
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Health Dept. to roll out 262 ambulances under ‘108’ service today

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Health and Family
Welfare Department of the
State will roll out 262 new
ambulances with modern
medical facilities under
‘108" ambulance service
under the ‘Arogya Kava-
cha’ scheme on Thursday.
With this, the number of
108 ambulances under the
scheme has increased to
715.

Speaking to reporters
here on Wednesday, Minis-
ter for Health and Family

The total number of 108 ambulances under the ‘Arogya Kavacha’

scheme has increased to 715. FILE PHOTO

Welfare Dinesh Gundu Rao
said there have been many
glaring deficiencies in the

operation of ambulances
in the State and a team of
senior officials and a tech-

nical committee had been
formed to study the func-
tioning of ambulances in
other States.

The team has visited
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, And-
hra Pradesh, Telangana,
Maharashtra, and Punjab
to study the services pro-
vided by ambulances and
its impact on delivery of
emergency services.

A report of the Comp-
troller and Auditor General
of India (2020) too flagged
many loopholes in the ex-
isting system of function-
ing of ambulances under

the Arogya Kavacha
scheme and said that ab-
sence of policy on position-
ing/location of ambulanc-
es under its ‘108’ service
under the scheme and sta-
tioning of ambulances
within the hospital premis-
es and not within the vicin-
ity of black spots (accident
areas) impacted the deliv-
ery of emergency medical
service (EMS).

Mr. Rao said the govern-
ment has been providing
all support to the GVK-EM-
RI Group but services have
not been up to the mark.

Based on the reports given
by officials and the techni-
cal team, he said a new pol-
icy would be formulated
and a decision would be ta-
ken on renewal or non-re-
newal of services of GVK-
EMRI Group. The policy
has not been renewed
since 2008, he said.

He said 46 new dialysis
centres have been esta-
blished in taluks and these
are single-use machines.
The total number of dialy-
sis centres is now 219.

Under the Ayushman
Bharat-Arogya Karnataka

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Nov 30, 2023

scheme, the Minister said
medical rates of treatment
for diseases in private hos-
pitals would be increased
after discussions with the
Chief Minister. Currently,
many private hospitals de-
ny patients citing less
charges fixed by the go-
vernment. The govern-
ment has been spending
close to %1,250 crore to
provide treatment to fami-
lies belonging to BPL cate-
gory in private hospitals.
Currently, 3,483 hospitals
are empanelled under the
scheme.

At 0.29%, State’s HIV prevalence
rate higher than national average

Karnataka has ninth highest prevalence in the country; HIV test positivity rate on a declining trend since 2017

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

t 0.29%, Karnata-
Aka’s HIV preva-
lence rate is higher

than the national average
of 0.22%. While Nagaland
tops the list of States with
the highest prevalence
(L.61%), Karnataka is in the
ninth position, according
to data from the National
AIDS Control Organisation
(NACO).

Nagaland is followed by
Mizoram (1.13%), Megha-
laya (0.58%), Delhi (0.41%),
Tripura and Chandigarh
(0.38% each), Andhra Pra-
desh (0.37%), Manipur
(0.33%), and Karnataka
(0.29%).

December 1 is observed
as World AIDS Day and the
theme this year is “Let
communities lead.”

At the national level, the
estimated adult HIV preva-
lence (15-49 years) has de-
clined since the epidemic’s
peak in 2000 where preva-
lence was estimated at

Top 10 with highest HIV prevalence rate

National average 0.22% | Tripura, and Chandigarh (UT) 0.38% each

Nagaland 1,61%
Mizoram 1.13%
Meghalaya 0.58%
Delhi 0.41%

Andhra Pradesh 0.37%
Manipur 0.33%
Karnataka 0.29%
Gujarat 0.2%

(Source: NACO HIV Sentinel Surveillance Technical report 2021)

0.55% in 2000 to 0.32% in
2010, and 0.22% in 2021.
The northeast region
States have the highest
adult HIV  prevalence
(2.70% in Mizoram, 1.36%
in Nagaland, and 1.05% in
Manipur), followed by
southern States (0.67% in
Andhra Pradesh, 0.47% in
Telangana, and 0.46% in
Karnataka), according to
India HIV Estimates 2021.
The HIV test positivity
rate (TPR) in Karnataka,
which has been one of the
top three States with the
highest number of people
living with HIV (PLHIV) - af-
ter Maharasthra and And-
hra Pradesh - hasbeenona
declining trend since 2017.
The HIV TPR in women

under antenatal care (ANC)
has reduced from 0.06% in
2017-2018 to 0.03% in 2023-
2024 (till October end). In
general clients tested at the
Integrated Counselling and
Testing Centres (ICTCs), it
has dropped from 0.85% in
20172018 to 0.36% in
2023-2024 (till October
end).

According to data from
the Karnataka State AIDS
Prevention Society
(KSAPS) in 20222023,
33,23,365 general clients
were counselled and tested
with a positivity rate of
0.39% and 14,26,667 wo-
men under ANC were
counselled and tested with
a positivity rate of 0.04%.

In 2023-2024 (till Octob-

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Dec.1, 2023
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er end), 21,81,824 general
clients were counselled
and tested with a positivity
rate of 0.36% and 8,55,777
women under ANC were
counselled and tested with
a positivity rate of 0.03%.

Targeted Intervention
KSAPS additional director
Ramesh Chandra Reddy V.
told The Hindu that the
most effective means of
controlling the spread of
HIV is through the imple-
mentation of Targeted In-
tervention (TI)  pro-
grammes. “KSAPS has
been implementing the TI
programme covering high-
risk group population in all
districts,” he said.

“The decline in HIV pre-
valence has been possible
through aggressive ANC
testing, public-private
partnership, periodic re-
views and data quality as-
sessment, telemedicine ac-
tivities and integration
with Mother and Child
Health programmes. We
are gearing up to meet the

goal of UNAIDS to elimi-
nate mother to child trans-
mission by 2025 and zero
transmission of HIV by
2030, he said.

KSAPS joint director An-
sar Ahmed said currently,
of the 81 Anti-Retroviral
Therapy (ART) centres, on-
ly 71 centres are functional.
“The remaining 10 are
newly sanctioned ART
centres at private medical
colleges under National
Medical Commission rules
and are yet to become
functional. Besides, we
have 303 functional Link
ART centres,” he said.

“Of the 3,86,056 cumu-
lative number of HIV cases
registered at ART centres
till October 2023, as many
as 1,85,536 cases are alive
and on ART. Over one lakh
deaths of patients on ART
have been reported so far
in Karnataka. However,
our prevalence rate is on a
declining trend and has fal-
len from 16th position in
2019 to ninth position in
2021.,” he added.



Govt launches 262 ambulances
under ‘108’ service; fleet now 715

Basic and advanced life

support systems on wheels

BENGALURU, DHNS

he state government on
TThursday flagged off

262 new ambulances
under the1l08 ArogyaKavacha
emergency medical services.
With this addition, the total
fleet of ambulances has now
increased to 715.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah flagged off the ambu-
lances lined in front of the
steps of the Vidhana Soudha,
in the presence of Deputy
Chief Minister D K Shivaku-
mar, Health Minister Dinesh
Gundu Rao, Shivajinagar
MLA Rizwan Arshad,and
Health Commissioner D Ran-
deep.

Replacing 262 old ambu-
lances, 157 of the new ambu-
lances offer Basic Life Support
(BLS),while105 of them offer

with a transport ventilator
and defibrillator in each of
them.

The108 ambulance service
has run into several issues
due to poor adoption of mod-
ern technology for quality
improvement over the years,
said Rao.

“We have sent committees
to inspect the 108 ambulance
services in other states and
are awaiting their reports.
Our goal is to reduce the time
ambulances take to reach
people and enablea flow of in-
formation between hospitals
and ambulances to help save
patients’lives,” he said.

Healsosaid thatthedepart-
ment was working towards
procuring special ambulanc-
esfornewbornbabies, besides
establishing trauma centres
on all the highways with am-

7

-
Py

T

= Cwmmm‘!g Jsi

= :The e a|-nb|h||an flaged by Chief MiﬂiSier

Y |

Siddaramaiah in front of the Vidhana Soudha
in Bengaluru on Thursday. bH PHOTO/M S MANJUNATH

diately transport crashvictims
to the nearest hospitals.
Shivakumar urged the de-
partment to hold ambulance
drivers accountable so that
they prioritise government
hospitals over private ones.
“There is some fix between
drivers and private hospitals,
who take advantage of pa-
tients’ families and their fears
to take them to expensive
private hospitals. Our PHCs
(Primary Health Centres) and
government hospitalsareona
parorevenbetter than private
hospitals so they must be pre-

Siddaramaiah urged the
department to increase the
number of 108 ambulances to
at least 840 across the state,
when the Deputy CM pipedin
and said there must be atleast
four per taluk.

“There is an idea among
people that only private
hospitals give quality treat-
ment. That should go. We
must make people realise
that government hospitals
can also provide an equal
level of service,” he said
and directed the depart-
ment to also focus on North

Advanced Life SuBBorc SALS= bulanceson standbx toimme- ferred firsti” he said. Karnataka.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Dec.1, 2023
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Gender

Safe City Command Centre to curb
crimes against women inaugurated

The total cost of the project is Y661 crore with integrated support system, including critical care units at the hospital to meet any eventuality

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he Bengaluru Safe
T City ~ Command
Centre built under

the Nirbhaya Fund, touted
to be the first such for the
city, was inaugurated by
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah at the Bengaluru Ci-
ty Police Commissioner’s
office here on Friday.

Mr. Siddaramaiah said
that chain snatching, atroc-
ities on women and mur-
ders are on the rise in Ben-
galuru, and to control such
illegal activities, the centre

should be  properly
utilized.
Mr. Siddaramaiah re-

ceived a distress call from a
woman from Banaswadi
who had called to com-

Siddaramaiah takes a distress call, at the newly inaugurated

command centre in Bengaluru on Friday, from a woman in
Banaswadi who complained about a robbery. Home Minister
G. Parameshwar and city police commissioner Dayanand are also

seen. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

plain about a robbery. A
staff member later attend-
ed the call, took the neces-
sary details and assured to
send the Hoysala team for
further assistance within 7

minutes.

The total cost of the pro-
ject is ¥661 crore, with an
integrated support system,
including critical care units
at the hospital to meet any

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Nov.

eventuality.  Equipment
have been purchased un-
der the ‘Make in India’ in-
itiative.

Around 7,500 high-tech
cameras, which have been
synchronised with the
crime database of habitual
offenders and the Auto-
matic Number Plate Recog-
nition (ANPR), help not on-
ly monitor law and order
but also help in better traf-
fic management and gath-
er inputs to predict future
possible law and order sit-
uations. The police have al-
so been provided body
cameras under the safet-
y project, said the Chief
Minister.

Surveillance systems al-
so include drone cameras
and MCCC vehicle-based
surveillance. Fifty safety is-
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lands will be provided for
women, with emergency
call buttons connected
to the CCC. Furthermore,
gender-sensitive and cross-
cultural training modules
will be provided to police

and  criminal  justice
officials.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, Mr. Siddara-

maiah said the city is the
fastest growing in the
country, and people need
safety and necessary pro-
tection. “The Hoysala pa-
trolling system should be
focussed on women who
are alone at home and pro-
vide necessary protection
and assistance. It’s a good
development to set up a
high-tech command
centre, The city should ac-
tually become safe under

the Safe City project,” he
said.

The CM said that after
the crime has occurred, it
is one thing to nab the cul-
prit and ensure punish-
ment, but one has to pre-
vent the crime from
happening. and gave the
example of the recent mur-
der of the senior geologist
from the Mines and Geolo-
gy department. He said
that the police must pro-
tect women and keep tight
vigilance in their
jurisdiction.

Chief Secretary Raj-
neesh Goel, Home Minister
G. Parameshwara, Director
General and Inspector
General of Police, Alok Mo-
han and other senior pol-
ice officials were present at
the occasion.
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Governance

Evolve system to verify data of
deceased person to make death
certificate free from errors: HC

The court says Karnataka Registration of Birth and Death Rule, 1999, empowers registrars

of birth and death to correct any error in certificates

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he High Court of
T Karnataka has di-
rected the Chief

Commissioner of Bruhat
Bangalore Mahanagara Pa-
like (BBMP) and the Secre-
tary of the E-governance
Department of the State
government to evolve a
system of verifying the
identification and details of
people on their death
based on e-KYC like usage
of Aadhaar, etc., to make
death certificate free from
data entry errors.

Easy verification

Also, the Court said certifi-
cates like birth and death
certificates are credential-
ised and digitised to enable
e-verification and to be
used in the DigiLocker ap-
plication so that any third
party or any authority be-
fore whom such -certifi-
cates are produced, can ea-

FROM THE COURT

sily verify the same to be
genuine or not.

Justice Suraj Govindaraj
issued the directions while
allowing a petition filed
one Sai Lakshmi, wife of
late Lakshmi Kantha S.P. of
Bagepalli in Chickballapur
district. Petitioner’s hus-
band had died at Jayadeva
Institute of Cardiology in
November 2022 and the
BBMP had issued a death
certificate based on the in-
formation uploaded in the
e-janma portal by the hos-

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Nov. 25, 2023

pital. She had questioned
the refusal of BBMP’s regis-
trar of births and deaths to
correct her name and the
names of the father and
mother of her husband in
the latter’s death certifi-
cate.

The BBMP had in Janu-
ary 2023 asked her to ap-
proach the competent
court to carry out correc-
tions even though she had
submitted the original
medical certificate, family
certificate, Aadhaar, Voter
ID of all the members.

Errors

However, the High Court
held that Rule 11 of the Kar-
nataka Registration of
Birth and Death Rule, 1999
empowers the registrars of
births and deaths to make
necessary enquiry and cor-
rect any clerical or formal
error which has been
made in the register, and
there was no need for the
citizens to approach the
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courts. In case of the peti-
tioner, there was no error
in the name of her hus-
band entered in the death
certificate.

However, the names of
the father and the mother
of the deceased were en-
tered wrongly as ‘late P.
Reddanna’ instead “late
Peddanna’ and ‘Vijaya
Lakshmi Kantha’ instead of
‘Vijaya Lakshmi’ respec-
tively. Even petitioner’s
name was entered as ‘Ped-
danna’ instead of “Sai
Lakshmi.

As birth and death cer-
tificates are essential certif-
icates for various purpos-
es, it would be of
paramount  importance
that these certificates are
issued in a proper manner
without errors and not to
make a citizen to knock the
doors of the court for cor-
recting minor errors oc-
curred during entry of data
into software system, the
Court observed.



PROPERTY VERIFICATION DRIVE INB'LURU

Two projects,one aim. How long before the city’s self-assessed properties get authenticated?

Fixingissues

in property
records could
takelonger

SHREEDN
BENGALURU, DHNS

ru received messages from the Bruhat
BengaluruMahanagara Palike (BBMP)
asking them to keep tax-paid receipts
and BESCOM bills ready, many took to
social media to ask if the message was
genuine,

The BBMP had to clarify, saying that
it was indeed genuine, aimed to verify
declarationsmadeunder theself-assess-
ment scheme (SAS) where people de-
clared on their own what their property
. th S

it. The projec

while this data for 116 wards has been
digitised.

As many as 36 (old) wards have de-
fence lands, and the defence ministry
needs to permit drone surveys in these
wards.

“Wewill complete the exercisein the
remaining area as soon as we get per-
mission from thedefence ministry,”said
RajendraKataria, Principal Secretaryof
the Revenue Department.

Theorthorectifiedimage (ORIT)—the
output of the drone survey is accurate
upto 10 cm, say officials. The ORI data
is superimposed with the survey maps
0f 1902 to locate government lands,
streams and Iakm Properties on such

to

the property.

It will also help the BBMP mop up
more revenue in tax, as the details get
verified and more properties come un-
der correct tax bracket.

BBMP officials say geotagging and
verification of SAS property records is

100metresoflakesare
not given draft property record (DPR)
documents. They will be issued only
after verifying the legality of land trans-
actionstoavoid confusion in future.
DPRsarealsonot being issued to the
apartments as the land ownership is
divided bctwecn 100 many pmp]e. and

pro-peoplepi
cooperate by sharing the

collecti

sought.

Another project—the Urban Proper-
ty Ownership Record (UPOR) project,
which was launched in 2009 is also un-
derway within BBMP limits.

The final UPOR will have photos of
the property and the owner, location,
address, owner’s name, Urban Land
Property Identity Number (ULPIN)
andmore. The| pmmspan ohcentrz\l

Bhu-A

O
tiesare being mued DPRs.

The UPOR survey process hashadits
challenges. Government and licensed
surveyors are working on this project,
with every ward having four- SUTVeyors.
Sur
share documents and hostile attitudes
by people who do not want to share
property documents,

_ The DPR will be shared with people

an Aadharnumberforproperties. Smce
the projectalsoinvolves geotagging, cit-
izens wonder why both projects cannot
be clubbed.

Status of UPOR
The UPOR project is in the draft stage.
Out of the old 198 wards in the city, the
properties have been
mapped using a drone
survey in 162 wards,

their homes, after which
itis considered ‘served’ to the property

UPOR: WARDWISE STATUS

e Fieldwork
Drone
Dlgmsanon
of data
completed DraftPropeny

Dlgmsanon
under
progress

comnleted
received
Record

generation
under progress

PROPERTIES IN BEMP LIMITS

UPOR Field measurement,
I 5 ownership linkage
completed

11 49 080 Objections

— ——— received for

Dlgltlsatlon
completed 8rc'>5er7t|?s
888,888 - g
Draft Property DPR approved
Record (DPR) by enquiry
% generated — J officers
4,24,668 3,32,880
DPR served o
rce:
2,42,731 Revenue Department

N

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Nov. 25, 2023
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owners. One cannot check it out online
or file obn'cuons, hul oﬂinals say | ralks

need to face the music, law-abiding citi-
zens donotneedtofear.

ingitvisible Vacant plots d needa BESCOM
online by a]lowmg access to authorised bl" asitis wslble that the plotis unbulk
individuals. d. However,i
However,onecansubmittherequired  whatstage the pm)ecr isrightnow.
1 line by logging “The es f SAS was to trust the

vices.karnataka.gov.inunder the UPOR
sectionorofflinethroughthe helpdeskat
the Revenue Department office.

Of the mapped 11,49,080 properties
inthecity, 2,42,731 properties have been
issued draft property records (DPR).
‘The department has received 8507 ob-

citizen to tell the truth over expecting
the revenue officer to uncover a lie. If
folks have not been truthful, they need
to face the consequences,” said V Ravi-
chandar,whowasinstrumentalindraft-
ing the self-assessment scheme policy
in the ear|y 2000s, which the BBMP
2004.

looked into before finalising the draft
) 3

Th|s is necessary since no random

Y
DPRsby checkingth

of 10% pcr)_'carwasdoncm

the past. The is necessary

previous transactions. since the existing GIS has not captured
“The draft is not final. Before final-  itaccuratelyearlier,” he added.

“The BESCOM meter number will

ising it, previous property transaction
illbe checked.”saidan official

adding that the discussion is ongoing

help in cross-checking databases. The
BWSSB meter number, too, should

about how many years of dataneedsto  form part of the information collected,”
be considered. heopined.

‘Offenders reluctant ‘Datamay be

toshareinfo’ shared with BBMP"

TheBBMF s BBMP ithth

more information on the project’s mo-
dus operandi. BBMP sources say many
are reluctant to share information be-
cause "they don't want to pay the right
amount of property tax, and they don’t
wanttobe accountable

Afterthe BB! k

state revenue depanmem on sharing
UPOR data, such as location. Previous-
ly,muchofthe UPOR project was based
on taxand the khata data shared by the

BBMP.
"l'he BBMP has reques!ed the dam
ved

people to kcep the BESCOM bills and
tax-paid receipts wnth SAS numbcrs

arepresentation on this, yesnen‘jay "said
Kataria on Friday, addmg that the gov-

ready, many exp

onsocial media about veﬂfymg the cre-
dentials of the officials collecting docu-
mentsin the background of an external
agency that collected vuter data nhead

ernment
thedataiscompi lled

“Whenitis puhlic data, why should
another department spend money un-
necessarily on a project already done

of state polls last year b

by us? data is available will

using the data for political purposes.
An official rebutted such fears as un-
founded, as the BBMP staff themselves
will wsu properties with no warnal
as of now,and g

be shared with BBMP soon as per the
requirementsand policies,"said Kataria.

However, though the UPOR has the
data BBMP needs, finalising the UPOR

nothing to fear. The project is meant
for the safety of pmpemes and owner-
ships.

people not giving the data in cases of
property ownerships reflected wrongly
on being claimed by vested interests,
hesaid.

‘When the property is geotagged, the
property identity number (PID) gets a
location on the map, making it immov-
able and not transferable to another
property through fraud. When people
arereluctanttodothis, theydonotwant
tocomeunder theradar.

Ameans to verify
self-assessment

People rent the property and show it as
self-occupied, reducing the property
tax they must pay. The BESCOM bill
will help identify whether the pmperry
isusedfor lorcommercial pur
p(mHeaddmﬂmwluled‘eoﬁendm

in the process. There are also issues to
be fixed, such as issuing the UPOR to
apartments. While the BBMP's SAS
data currently has 21,64,173 proper-
ties, the UPOR project hasan estimated
12,12,833 properties, excluding apart-
ments in all wards and all properties in
36wards where defence lands lie.

“If objections are pending with the
Revenue Department,suchdatacannot
be shared in our opinion. Unless the
UPOR data is finalised, BBMP cannot
useitasit might lead to other problems
later. Still,ifthe BBMP feelsitmight help
people, they might take a call. Talks are
going on regarding the sharing of data.
Nothing is finalised yet,” said Pommala
Sunilkumar, Commissioner, Revenue
Department.

Feedback:
pointblank@ deccanherald.co.in



BBMP faces pushback over
property record digitisation

Officers say visiting
10- 20 sites a day
is overwhelming

vy

BENGALURU, DHNS

arelyaweek afterlaunch-
Bing an ambitious project

to digitise property re-
cords and broaden revenue
collectionin the city,the BBMP
isfacing resistance from unex-
pected quarters.

Revenue officers, crucial
for the project’s success, are
unhappy with the initiative,
citing the need to visit 10 to 20
properties daily in addition to
their regular tasks.

This month, the BBMP in-
troduced two initiatives: the
digitisation of ‘A’ and ‘B’khata
certificates to eliminate man-

misuse, and geo-tag-
ging of properties
to curb property tax
pilferage.

These activities in-
volved physical prop-
ertyinspections,iden-
tifying tax evaders,
issuing showcause
and demand notices,
randomly verifying high-rise
buildings, and the potential is-
suance of seizure warrants to
property tax defaulters.

Revenue officersarevoicing
strong resentment towards
some of these activities, as-
serting they are already over-
whelmed with election-related
work, property surveys, e-Aas-
thi, Sakala, police department
cases, and responding to RTI
applications.

Former councillor NR
Ramesh filed a complaint with
BBMP Chief Commissioner
Tushar Girinath, alleging in-

Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike

officers by burdening
them with multiple
tasks, callingitaviola-
tion of human rights
and labour laws.

While some in the
BBMP disagreed, ar-
guingthatincreasing
property taxrevenue
is the core respon-
sibility of revenue officers,
the displeasure over visiting
10 to 20 properties daily was
dismissed by many, given that
revenue officerswere provided
with cars and support staff for
assistance.

Deputy Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar had set the target
ofincreasing propertytaxreve-
nue, expressing dissatisfaction
withtheannual collection of Rs
3,500 crore. He believed Ben-
galurushouldideallybe paying
double the tax, but suspected
irregularities through tax eva-
sion or underassessment of

ual certificates susceEtible to humane treatment of revenue Hrogeﬂ tax.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Nov. 25, 2023
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ARC favours rationalisation of clerical posts,
revision of water tariff for industrial use

The govt. can consider reviewing the number of FDA and SDA posts in each department and rationalising them or converting them into technical posts, says the panel in its report

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

ationalisation  of
Rclerical posts in all
departments, col-

lection of slum improve-
ment cess as a percentage
of the property tax and
other taxes levied by urban
local bodies and revision of
water tariff for industrial
use... these are some of the
recommendations made
by the Karnataka Adminis-
trative Reforms Commis-
sion-2 in its sixth report
submitted to Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Saturday.

Recommending  that
there is no need to conti-
nue with more posts of the
First Division Assistant
(FDA) and Second Division
Assistant (SDA), the com-
mission led by T.M. Vijay

Bhaskar has said the go-
vernment can consider re-
viewing the number of
FDA and SDA posts in each
department and rationalis-
ing them or converting
them into technical posts
(e.g. forest guards in the
Forest Department).

“Many FDA, SDA posts
and other clerical posts are
vacant in all departments.
Clerical work would have
reduced considerably with
the introduction and adop-
tion of the HRMS, Khajane
2, e-Office, e-Par and e-Ser-
vice Register,” the commis-
sion’s report stated.

Penalty provisions

Recommending that there
is a need to revise the pe-
nalty provisions to make
them an effective deter-
rent, the commission has

i

Al

P P"'“

L 8
T.M. Vijay Bhaskar, who headed the Karnataka Administrative
Reforms Commission-2, submitting a report to Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah in Bengaluru on Saturday.

said that suggestions on
the revision for each de-
partment are based on the
increase in the cost infla-

tion index since they were

last prescribed or revised.
Powers to sanction rou-

tine benefits such as child-

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Nov. 26, 2023
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care leave, time-bound
promotion, stagnation in-
crement, and medical
reimbursement for Group
C and D employees should
be delegated to the district-
level officers instead of offi-
cials in the head office.
Under the Housing De-
partment, the Multi-Di-
mension Deprivation In-
dex (MDDI) based on
income, education, em-
ployment, housing, house-
hold resources etc. of fami-
lies in the State developed
by the E-Governance De-
partment should be consi-
dered in the selection of
beneficiaries for State sec-
tor housing and site
schemes. To weed out in-
eligible applicants who al-
ready possess a site or a
house and multiple appli-
cants from a single family,

the department should al-
lot EWS sites by obtaining
Aadhaar numbers of appli-
cants and verifying from
the Kutumba database,
RGHCL allottee list, and
linking with e-Khata, e-
Swathu, BDA, and BBMP
databases, the commission
has recommended.

“KHB building plan ap-
proval fee should be fixed
as a percentage of the esti-
mated cost of the building.
Besides, maintenance
charges levied on vacant
sites should be double the
charges levied on built
houses as a vacant land
charge,” the commission’s
report stated.

The commission has re-
commended an amend-
ment to the Karnataka
Slum Areas (Improvement
and Clearance) Act, 1973,

to introduce a provision si-
milar to Sec. 30 of the Kar-
nataka Public Libraries
Act, 1965, for collection of
slum improvement cess as
a percentage of the proper-
ty tax and other taxes le-
vied by urban local bodies
in the State.

Man-animal conflicts

Asserting that the Forest
Department should res-
pond quickly in giving
compensation to victims of
man-animal conflict, the
commission has recom-
mended that the annual li-
mit for sanction of ex gratia
be raised to 35 lakh a year
to Assistant Conservator of
Forests. Powers should al-
so be delegated to the
Range Forest Officer (RFO)
to sanction ex gratia up to
15,000 in each case sub-

ject to a maximum of ¥2
lakh in a year. “Revised wa-
ter rates for industrial use
that were issued in 2019
were struck down by the
High Court because the re-
levant rules had not been
amended. The revised wa-
ter rates for industrial use
taking the cost inflation in-
dex would be 1.20 lakh
per mcft for use of river
water and ¥2.40 lakh for
use of canal water. The
rules may be notified with
these rates. While revising
the rates, the Water Re-
sources Department can
also insert a provision in
the rules to increase the ta-
riff at the rate of 5% every
year, to take into account
inflation and the higher
water rates for industrial
use in  neighbouring
States,” the report added.
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Bagair Hukum cultivation:
Tahsildars told to streamline
process of regularisation

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

With a large number of pe-
ople having submitted bo-
gus applications seeking
regularisation of cultiva-
tion of crops on govern-
ment land in the State, the
Revenue Department has
directed tahsildars to
streamline the process in
the next nine months by
linking Aadhaar numbers
of families to issue land
grant orders to eligible
landless applicants.

The Revenue Depart-
ment has received more
than 9.29 lakh applications
seeking ownership of go-
vernment land to the ex-
tent of 54 lakh acres, which
did not exist. Revenue Mi-
nister Krishna Byre Gowda
told reporters on Tuesday
that the department had
received a large number of
bogus applications. While
one individual has submit-

Krishna Byre Gowda

ted 25 applications, many
have sought regularisation
of parcels of government
land which were not cultiv-
ated at all. Some indivi-
duals, who are landlords,
too have applied to seek
ownership of government
land they have been cultiv-
ating over the years.
Though the intention of
the Akrama-Sakrama
scheme was to provide
land to the landless, many
families and individuals
having ownership of land
have submitted applica-
tions. Under the scheme,
an applicant is eligible to
regularise 4.38 acres and

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Nov. 29, 2023
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they should have been cul-
tivating such land prior to
2004. Applicants should
be 18 years of age by 2004.
However, some people
who were not born in 2004
too had submitted applica-
tions, he said.

To streamline the pro-
cess under the scheme, the
Bagair Hukum committees
headed by legislators have
been told to digitise the
meeting proceedings. In
many cases in the past,
committee meetings were
held in the absence of le-
gislators, he said.

The department has re-
ceived applications from
50 taluks seeking the con-
stitution of Bagair Hukum
committees and they
would be set up in all ta-
luks in the next few days,
he said.

The Minister also said
that it had been decided to
complete the process of
scanning all land records.
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Admin reforms: Of 3,630
suggestions, only 350 acted upon

Panel asks CS to hold

monthly review meeting

BENGALURU, DHNS

wo years following
Tthe constitution of the

Karnataka Administra-
tive Reforms Commission-2
(KARC-2) and with the com-
mission submitting sixreports
so far, various government de-
partments have implemented
hardly 10% of the commis-
sion’s recommendations.

Of a total of 3,630 recom-
mendations, only 350 have
either been implemented or
areunder implementation, as
per the information provided
by the Commission.

The KARC-2 was constitut-
edin2021duringthe previous
BJP governmentregime.

Speaking to DH, former
chief secretary T M Vijay
Bhaskar who heads the Com-

mission said thattoencourage
departmentstoimplementthe
recommendations, the Com-
mission had requested the
chief secretary to conduct a
review in the monthly meeting
of all the secretaries.

Also, the other predomi-
nant issue was that many de-
partments had failed toupload
the status of the implementa-
tion of recommendations on
the portal created for the pur-
pose, headded.

Asperinformationavailable
with the commission, some of
the major recommendations
implemented by various de-
partments include creating
a revenue commissionerate,
merging the department of

public enterprises with the fi-
nance department, recognis-
ing Panchayat Development
Officers (PDOs) as birth and
death registration officers,
empowering sub-registrars
to declare null and void reg-
istrations made on the basis
of fake documents, among
others.

Among its major recom-
mendations thus far, the Com-
mission had asked the govern-
ment to ban private medical
practice by government doc-
torsofalldepartments, linking
birthand deaths toration card
database with automatic up-
dating of the ration card fami-
ly memberslist, making RTOs

aperless for citizen services,

providing additional land
compensation in cases where
timely compensation has not
beenreleased, etc.

Some government officials
said the implementation of
the recommendations also
depend on their nature.

“For instance, some rec-
ommendations require us
to make legal modifications.
Few others require a systemic
change. These taketime,”a se-
nior IAS officer told DH.

The official also added that
the commission had given
relevant suggestions to de-
partments by doing in-depth
research about each depart-
ment’srequirementand short-
comings.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Dec.1, 2023
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Social Issues

B’luru police use Al-driven

echniques to prevent crime

Software-driven
1500CCTVsto
catch criminals

—v—

CHETAN BC
BENGALURU, DHNS

he Bengaluru city police

I have introduced two

advanced techniques

— Preventive and Predictive

Policing — both powered by
Artificial Intelligence (AI).

The innovation aims to
enhance crime prevention
through timely alerts and
warnings.

Implemented as part of
the Bengaluru Safe City Proj-
ect, the city will be under the
watchful eye of 7,500 strate-
gically placed cameras provid-
ing real-timevisuals.

This 24/7 surveillance will
be managed by a software,
Command Control Commu-
nications and Computer 4

Implemented
as part of the
Safe City Project

The command
centre police
intimates the

Hoysala vehicle in
the vicinity.

The police behind the
wheels attend to the

situation.

Traffic support
The system’s algorithms also

<
N

(3]

The Al will read the
face and beeps an alert
message.

Habitual
offenders carry
out suspicious
activity/ roam
around at odd
hours.

incorporate traffic-related data,
including riding without helmets,
congested spots, and hotspots of

al hour, the cameras, utilising
facial recognition, send signals
to the server in the command
centre.

The system analyses the ac-
tivity, flags any suspicious be-
haviour,and notifies patrolling
police, who are dispatched to
thelocation promptly.

Moreover, C4imapsvarious
crimes based on data such as
geographicallocation, timing,
and nature of incidents. The
software identifies vulnerable
areas, prompting the depart-
ment to intensify policing in
those locations.

Predictive Policing
ThePredictive Policing aspect
uses algorithms to anticipate
potential crimes based on the
data it analyses.

This enables the deployment
of Hoysalas to specific loca-
tions where a crime is likely
tooccur.

DH ILLUSTRATION:

traffic violations.

DEEPAK HARICHANDAN

toacentral Command Control
Centre, all equipped with Al,

Preventive Policing
InPreventive Policing, the po-

the software. When a history
sheeter exhibits suspicious be-

Unlike Preventive Policing,
this system relies on data re-
ceived through the helpline
number calls, ensuring a
proactive approach to law

intelligence (C4i

, connected

an official said.

lice databaseisintegratedinto haviourorisseen atan unusu-

enforcement.
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INPERSPECTIVE
The many states
of Karnataka

From history to
literature and
cricket, the state
exemplifies syncretic
traditions defying
the forced notion of
homogeneity

JUHI TYAGI AND
DILEEP AATHRESH

he recent elections in
Karnataka brought
forth several contes-

destruction, despite histori-
cal sources suggesting Tipu
Sultan contributed torenovat-
ing Badami.

Traversing further north
from Badami, we reach Bi-
Jjapur,now knownas Vijayapu-
ra, whose erstwhile Bahmani
rulers faceasimilar fate of his-
toricalreduction. Theirrolein
the defeat of the Vijayanaga-
ra empire and the sacking of
Hampi gains precedence over
their other contributions.

The Adil Shahis, with their
architectural gems like the
Gol Gumbaz, brought in a
distinct influence of Sufism

tations, notably the ongoing
debate surrounding the leg-
acy of Tipu Sultan. The idea
of celebrating Tipu Sultan is
anathema to those who point
to his actions of religious per-
secution and forcible conver-
sionwhile turning a blind eye

and Dakkhani arct e
to a land that had seen the
ebbsand flows of different re-
ligions, from Jainism to Veer-
ashaivism. Bijapur was also
witness to the radical Bhakti
movement led by the likes
of Shri Basavanna and Ak-
Kkamahadevi. This egali

ontrit

These narratives, along with
other similar stories, con-
tribute to shaping an image
of Karnataka as an insular,
homogeneous state bound
by fealty to a single language
and culture. Exploring the
diverse facets of present-day
Karnataka, weemphasise the
importance of embracing the
state’s rich history and the
need to persevere with the
idea of a varied and beautiful
Karnataka.

The historically rich Bad-
ami-Bijapur stretch in the
northof the state exemplifies
thesyncretictraditions within
Karnataka. Wemadeatripto
the region in the scorching
summer that defines this re-
gionandits ecology. Closer to
Maharashtra, in Badami,one
can hear a distinct dialect of
Kannada with strong influ-
ences of Marathi and Dak-
kani. The streets are dotted
with khanavalis offering the
famous spicy north Karna-
taka meals more akin to Ma-
harashtra than Mysore Kar-
nataka. Amidst the massive
twin sandstone cliffs lie the
Badami caves and temples, a
world heritagesite builtby the
Chalukyas during the 6th-7th
centuries. Between the caves,
temples, the man-made lake,
and the fort are the distinct
rows of tiny houses and a
mosque. Thereis nothing ho-
mogeneousabout thisregion.

The East Chalukyas were
one of the prominent dynas-
ties that ruled the Deccan
region. Badami was their
seat of power. They reached
their zenith under Pullake-
shi-2. Badami, Aihole, and
Pattadakal cameto be seenas
the cradles of Hindu temple
architecture. Yettheirvicious
cycle of war with the Pallavas
from the Tamil region, also
known for their magnificent
templearchitecture, ensured
destruction. The Pallava king
Narasimhavarma is said to
havelooted enormouswealth
from Badami, routing it into
building the grand temples of
Kanchi and Mahabalipuram.,
Giving these facts a conven-
ient miss, the current crop of
tourist guides focuses on nar-
rativesthatreflect thefissures
of the present times: Muslim

5 g ian
movement, which registered
a strong dissent against the
prevalent Jain and Brahman-
ical hegemony and stifling
caste structure of those days,
alsogavebirthtothe Lingayat
community. The community
now wields enormous polit-
ical and economic power in
this region, reflected in the
shiny new malls, hospitals,
and educational institutions
they own. Alongside are ac-
tive Muslim youth and social
welfare groups, whose offices
adorn portraits of Ambedkar
and Gandhi, with Muslims
constituting around 30% of
the population of Vijayapur
town. The region has evolved
tointegrate, like earlier, many
emerging ideas and groups.

The state’s multitudinous
syncretic practices are visible
across Karnataka, from the
coast influenced by Christi-
anity and Islam to the urban
landscape of Bengaluru,
which hosts the Karaga fes-
tival. This diversity is also ev-
identinthe fields of literature
and cricket. The state has the
second-highest number of
Jnanpith Award winners.
Someoftheaward recipients,
like Masti Venkatesha lyengar,
Da. Ra. Bendre, or Girish Kar-
nad, were not native Kannada
speakers, with some even be-
ing English professors. The
same diversity is reflected in
statecricket. From thelikes of
Brijesh Pateland Rahul Drav-
id to the present crop of K L
Rahul, Mayank Agarwal, and
Manish Pandey, the dressing
room has had asmattering of
cricketers who are not native
Kannadaspeakers. Thisdiver-
sity hasnot stymied progress,
norhavethere beenreportsof
language-based parochialism.
Several centuries of shifting
boundaries and people from
diverse backgrounds and
cultures are what make Kar-
nataka thevibrantconfluence
thatitistoday. Thereisnotone
Karnataka, but many con-
tained withintheoneweknow.
And thatiswhatweshould be
celebratingas this Rajotasava
month comestoanend.

(Juhi Tyagi teaches at
Azim Prenyi University.
Dileep Aathreshisa
management consultant and

Source: Deccan Herald, p 6., Nov. 29, 2023
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Urban Affairs

BMTC e-bus fleet size
to go from 390 to 1.7k

Once Inducted,
They’ll Make Up
20% Total Fleet

Suchith.Kidiyoor
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Bangalore Met-
ropolitan Transport Corpo-
ration (BMTC) is set to aug-
mentitsfleet of electric buses
by 3.5 times soon, which will
take the total number of e-bu-
ses from around 400 to1,751.

BMTC, which currently
operates 390 electric buses
under the Smart City Project
and FAME-2 of the central go-
vernment, has set in motion
processes to run 921 more e-
buses under the same model
by the end of this financial ye-
ar. It also has plans to induct
320 low-floor AC electric bu-
ses. Apart from this, the cor-
poration is contemplating ad-
ding 120 electric buses as fee-
derservices to Namma Metro.

Ten double-deckers will
be part of the new fleet of e-
buses. Once all these buses
get inducted, the combined
fleet size of BMTC islikely to
cross 7,500, with over 20% be-
ing e-buses leased from pri-
vate operators.

Noneof thee-buses will be
owned by the corporation as
they will be operated under
the Gross Cost Contract
(GCC) model. Under this mo-
del, private operators utilize
subsidies provided by the go-
vernment and lease buses to
the corporation for a period
ranging from 10 to 12 years.
The corporation pays opera-
tional costs on a per-km basis
and provides conductors; the
operator employsdrivers.

There have been several
instances of drivers hired by
the private operators protes-
ting, seeking timely payment
of salaries and social securi-
ty. Services of e-buses were
disrupted for some time as
drivers couldn’t take vehicles
outof thedepots.

BMTC MD G Sathyavathi
said problems were faced
with consortium operating
buses under GCC model and
there are no major issues
with a single firm supplying
buses under this model. “As
per the agreement, we’ll pe-
nalize the operator for any

=t T

FULL CHARGE: Infrastructure is being readied for operating 921 e-buses,

in the form of charging stations at several depots across Bengaluru

‘LONG HRS ON ROAD, LITTLE RETURNS’

driveremployedby a

private operatortorun
e-buses told TOIthatdelayin
payment of salaries, lack of
transparency in deduction of
salary amount towards PF,
denial to give duty and other
issues need to be addressed
by the authorities.

“I've been driving electric
buses foralmostayearinthe
city. We face severalissues.
We don’t get monthly salaries
intime. The officials
concerned don’t respond to

discrepancies. We've spoken
to the people concerned and
directed them to address the
staff, issues” she added.
Asked whether BMTC has
made any assessment about
the operations of e-buses on
GCCmodeland how itisbene-
fiting the corporation, the of-
ficial said, “Major expenditu-
res involved in the operation
of buses are procurement of
fueland maintenance of vehi-
cles. Operating buses under
the GCCmodel has several be-
nefits. However, we haven't
done an assessment so far on
the operation of e-buses.”
The official said infrast-
ructure is being readied for
operating 921 electric buses.
Tata Motors will be supply-
ing, operating and maintai-
ning these 12-metre buses.
“We’ve identified depots that
willhaverequired infrastruc-
ture to run new electric bu-
ses. The corporation has star-
ted receiving buses from Tata
Motos and the registration
process is on. We will shortly
start operations. By the end
of March 2024, all 921 buses
will be made available for

our queries on PFand ESI
benefits. We too spend long
hoursinthe traffic like drivers
directly employed by the
BMTC, but we don’t get many
benefits. There are many
instances of denying duty to
drivers citing excess drivers. If
we don'tget duty, we end up
losingaday’s salary. BMTC
maintains that our issues are
nowhere connected to them,
and private operators only can
resolve them,” said adriver on
condition of anonymity.

publicservice,” the MD said.

Accordingto Sathyavathi,
the tender process is on for
operating AC electric buses
on the airport route. “We will
replace old AC buses on air-
portwithnewelectricbuses,”
sheadded.

Ownership should rest with
RTCs, says minister
Transport minister Rama-
linga Reddy told TOI the cen-
tral governmentshould allow
road transport corporations
to utilize subsidies for opera-
ting electric buses instead of
involvinga private player.
“The ownership of vehi-
cles should rest with the cor-
porations. At present, as per
terms of the agreement,
BMTC has to pay the opera-
tional cost on a per-km basis
and the private operator has
to operate each bus for a cer-
tain distance a day. Opera-
tion of city buses is dynamic
in nature, running buses ag-
reed to terms may not be fea-
sible all the time. If BMTC
owns the fleet, as per the re-
quirement, bus operations
canbescheduled,” he said.

Source: Times of India, p.2, Nov. 25, 2023
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Rentsin13
major cities
grow 22.4%
in July-Sept

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Rents across 13
major cities in India grew
22.4% year-on-year in July-
September quarter on the
back of growingdemand from
millennials, according to the
flagship rental index released
by India’s leading real estate
platform Magicbricks.

On a quarterly basis, rents
increased by 4.6% during Ju-
ly-September. Thane, Gurga-
on, Greater Noida, Noida and
Hyderabad recorded the hig-
hest appreciation in rent
among cities compared to last
year, the data showed.
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Whilerents in Thane saw a
steep 57.3% y-o-y increase du-
ring the period, Gurgaon re-
gistered a 41% y-o0-y increase
inrents. Millennials (age 18-34
years) constituted about 67%
of rental demand across these
cities, showed the data, which
has been collated after analy-
singthe preferences and beha-
viour of more than two crore
customersusingthe platform.

About 41% of tenants pre-
ferred mid-segment rentals
ranging between Rs 10,000-
30,000 per month. The market,
is dominated by semi-furnis-
hed units accounting for
52.7% of the demand and
48.7% of the supply.

Source: Times of India, p.23, Nov. 25, 2023




Urban Affairs Ministry starts data
portal on cities for policy making

Sreeparna Chakrabart
NEW DELHI

The Union Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs
is making raw data from In-
dian cities available on a
single platform for aca-
demics, researchers, and
stakeholders to help data-
driven policy making. The
Amplifi 2.0 (Assessment
and Monitoring Platform
for Liveable, Inclusive and
Future-ready urban India)
portal was launched by the
Ministry three weeks ago.

Currently, 258 urban lo-
cal bodies have been on-
boarded, and data for 150
cities is available on the
portal. “While onboarding
the cities, we found that
there is a lack of data ma-
turity in cities, and thus
only 150 civic bodies were
able to share their data.
Following this, we sent da-
ta quality parameters to ev-
ery city,” a senior official in
the Ministry said.

It is hoped that data
from all 3,739 municipal
corporations will eventual-
ly be made available on the

R

The government plans to include the data from all the 3,739

municipal corporations on the portal. EMMANUAL YOGINI

portal. The website pro-
vides data on a range of in-
formation for several ci-
ties, including total
consumption; number of
samples tested for water
quality; average annual ex-
penditure on healthcare;
number of slum dwellers;
and road accident fatali-
ties.

Different reports

Earlier, the Ministry used
data provided by the civic
bodies to rank cities based

Source: The Hindu, p.10, Nov. 26, 2023

42

on four indices — the ease-
ofliving and municipal
performance indices and
climate smart cities assess-
ment and data maturity as-
sessment frameworks. The
government is planning to
bring out different reports
on subsets of the four
indices.

The Urban Outcomes
Framework, 2022, which
has been developed for the
Ministry by the National In-
stitute of Urban Affairs and
PwC India, shifts the focus

from the indices to data
with a comprehensive list
of indicators. With this, da-
ta across 14 sectors are
streamlined to increase fo-
cus on data collection, and
disaggregated data can be
analysed by experts.

Create new frameworks
The initiative also provides
the opportunity to create
new frameworks based on
open data. The 14 sectors
are demography, econo-
my, education, energy, en-
vironment, finance, gover-
nance, health, housing,
mobility, planning, safety
and security, solid waste
management, and water
and sanitation.

India has been witness-
ing rapid urbanisation over
the past few years. By
2030, India is projected to
have 60 crore (40%) of the
population living in urban
areas compared with 37.7
crore (31%) in 2011.

The 2011 Census shows
that urban India contribut-
ed 63% to the country’s
GDP, and this is projected
to increase to 75% by 2030.



287-km circular rail network
to come up on city outskirts

Bengaluru is a global city and the world is watching its development and this project has a ring railway kind of system,

which will provide complete connectivity to the city as it grows in the next 30 to 40 years, says Railway Minister

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

o curb traffic pro-
I blems in the city,
the Ministry of Rail-

ways has proposed to deve-
lop a circular rail network
of around 287 km on the
outskirts of Bengaluru.

The proposed network
around Bengaluru city will
connect Nidvanda-Dodda-
ballapur (40.9 km), Dodda-
ballapur-Devanahalli (28.5
km), Devanahalli-Malur
(46.5 km), Malur-Heelalige
(52 km), Hejjala-Solur (43.5
km), Solur-Nidavanda (34.2
km), and Hejjala-Heelalagi
(42 km).

After a review meeting
with department officials
here on Monday, Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said: “The Union govern-
ment has already released
%7 crore for conducting a
pre-feasibility study and an
alignment study. After, that
the detailed project report
(DPR) and spot survey of
the project will be done.
While the suburban railway
project is being executed by
ajoint venture of the Centre
and the State, the circular
railway and the augmenta-
tion of all the parts coming
in and going out of the city
will be done by the Railway
Ministry.”

SOUTH WESTERN RAIL¥WaAT

BENGALURU DIVISION

s [\

Minister of Railways Ashwini Vaishrnaw, P.C. Mohan, MP, and Sanjeev
Kishore, General Manager, South Western Railway, addressing a
press conference in Bengaluru on Monday. JAYANTH V.

“Bengaluru is a global ci-  done, we should do it with

ty and the world is watch-
ing its development. We are
thinking of the develop-
ment of the city consider-
ing 40 to 50 years from
now. We are planning to ex-
ecute circular railway for
this city. This project has a
ring railway kind of system,
which will provide com-
plete connectivity to the ci-
ty as it grows in the next 30
to 40 years. It has 10 inward
connections and one com-
plete ring with a 287-km
long network. The project
is still in the survey stage,”
he explained.

Suburban project

Speaking about the pro-
gress of the suburban rail-
way project, he said: “The
suburban railway project is
very important for Bengalu-
ru. Whatever needs to be

full emphasis and full focus
to implement this project
effectively. The officials of
the Rail Infrastructure De-
velopment Company(Kar-
nataka) Limited (KRIDE)
have confirmed that the
funds will be released by
the end of this year.”

Asked about the delay in
implementation, he said:
“The KRIDE is a joint ven-
ture of the State govern-
ment and the Ministry of
Railways. The State officer
has brought to my notice
that there is a serious issue
about the technical capabil-
ity. It is a very technical pro-
ject and it needs deep tech-
nical knowledge. I will take
up this matter with the
State government,” he told.

“The project is also one
of the projects which was
neglected by the previous

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Nov. 28, 2023
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Proposed circular railway network

The Union government

has released 37 crore for
a pre-feasibility study and |
an alignment
study.
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S4 Malur-Heelalige 52.0
S5 Hejjala-Solur 43.5
S6 Solur-Nidvanda 342
ST Hejjala-Heelalige 420

UPA government. But, after
2014, so much has hap-
pened. At least today, we
are seeing the first corridor
of the project. The Union
government is fully com-
mitted to this project, what
the honourable Prime Mi-
nister promised to this city.
We should rise above polit-
ics and make sure the peo-
ple get the facility. The pro-
ject will be completed as
early as possible,” MrVaish-
naw added.

He further said the pro-
gress of quadrupling of the
railway line between Ben-
galuru and Whitefield is go-
ing well. “Terminal facilities
have been created at Benga-
luru Cantonment with four
additional platforms. This
will help us to start the new
services. The progress of re-
development of Yeshwant-
pur railway station is also
going well. We will com-
plete all these projects with-
in the time frame.”
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With focus on sustainable living,

B'luru gets cllmate a

Urban Growth
To Align With
Global Agenda

Hamsaveni.N@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Did you know
this: Bengaluru experiences
around 14 very heavy rain
events (when more than
205mm rainfall occurs at a
place within 24 hours) per
year. The mean air tempera-
ture has been rising at 0.23
degrees Celsius per decade.
The total greenhouse gas
commissions in the tech ca-
pital are estimated at 18.7
million metric tonnes of Co2
(carbon dioxide).

Well, these were part of
the many data-driven facts
that occupied the centre sta-
ge of discussions here on
Monday during the launch
of ‘Bengaluru Climate Ac-
tion and Resilience Plan’
(BCAP), an action plan pre-
pared by the state govern-
ment (including BBMP) in
collaboration with C40 Citi-
es and World Research Insti-
tute (WRI) India to tackle cli-
mate change.

Climate experts, who de-
liberated on how Bengalu-
ru’s changing environmen-
tal profile is something to fo-
cuson,suggestedsettingupa
Climate Action Committee

THE GREEN COURSE:
ACTIONABLE POINTS

Roadmap for net-zero carbon emissions:
Bengaluru has committed to achieving a set of
long-term emission reduction targets — 16%
by 2030, 26% by 2040, and 56% by 2050, as
compared to 2019 baseline emissions

Achieving energy efficiency: 40% of new
appliance technology will be of high-range
energy efficiency by 2030

Promoting green buildings: By 2030, 42% of
new residential buildings and 48% of new
commercial buildings will adopt insulated
walls and roofs, improved window technology
and improved building services design

Photo for representation

Reducing travel distance: 92% of the new
households in the city (from 2019) should
be in the Transit Oriented Development
Areas by 2050

Cleaner and greener vehicles: 90% of cars
and motorcycles, 75% of buses are to be
powered by cleaner fuels by 2050; 47% of
total freight vehicles is to be powered by
cleaner fuels by 2050

Groundwater recharging: 40% of city's
surface area to become permeable by 2040
by reclaiming ecologically sensitive spaces
and adopting nature-based solutions; convert
75% of the city’s footpaths to permeable
surface material by 2050

Green cover: Increase the city’s green
(vegetation) cover and permeable surface to
40% of the city's area by 2040 to tackle flood
and heat-related disaster risk reduction

HOTTING UP The mean emperature of Bengaluru has
been rising at 0.23 degrees Celsius per decade

Facts about Bengaluru

2 5 % of the city’s population can access Metro
stations within a 10-minute walking distance

9 4% of the city’s population can access a bus
'stop within a 5-minute walking distance

3 2% people have access to government
hospitals within standard ambulance
response time of 10 minutes

1 0 O % of city’s population within a 10-minute
walking distance from a school

97% of city’s population within a 10-minute
walking distance from a government school

® Per capita organised green open space is at
1.3 m2 in the city

Source: BCAP report

ction

(CAC) to help the city em-
bark on low-emission and re-
silient pathways as part of
BCAP, which envisages ma-
naging rapid urban growth

in a manner that is climate-
awareand aligned to the glo-
bal climate agenda. The fo-
cus areas of BCAP include
promoting green buildings

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Nov. 28, 2023
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and achieving energy effici-
ency, streamlining trans-
portation, solid waste, im-
proving air quality, redu-
cing water pollution, urban

plan

planning, biodiversity and
disaster management. Beng-
aluru will be the third city,
after Delhi and Mumbai, to
have a separate climate ac-
tion plan.

On the rate at which
Bengaluru is witnessing cli-
mate change, sustainability
expert Shobha Raghavan sa-
id, “It is almost December
now and we don’t know what
kind of clothes to wear.”
While underlining Bengalu-
ru weather’s unpredictabili-
ty, she pointed out that peo-
ple who have donned diffe-
rent layers of warm clothing
in the early hours are seen
discarding the same within
hours of sunrise.

With regard to weather
conditions, the report stated
that there were 284 heavy ra-
in events (more than 100mm
rainfall in 24 hours) per year
in Bengaluru between 2016
and 2021, while there were 60
heat wave and extreme heat
wave days per year during
1975-2022. “Under the cur-
rent policy landscape and
projected population and
economic growth, ambient
PM 2.5 levels in Bengaluru is
projected to increase to 45.9
ug/ma3 by 2050, exceeding the
national air quality stan-
dards and resulting in air
that contains nine times the
concentration of air pollu-
tion that the WHO deems sa-
fe,” thereport stated.



Civic body overhauls waste
collection system, signals
change in contractors

Officials claim ward
restructuring will
notimpact
the process

. A

NAVEEN MENEZES
BENGALURU, DHNS

he BBMP is likely to
I change contractors re-
sponsible for collecting
garbage from houses and
commercial establishments
asthe civic bodyis restructur-
ing the door-to-door garbage
collection system.

Its solid waste manage-
ment arm (Bengaluru Solid
Waste Management Limited
or BSWML) began reviewing
the files last week, following
directions from Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar,
almost a year after floating
tenders.

This January, the BBMP
floated 89 tenders for the
collection and transporta-
tion (C&T) of municipal solid
waste from 243 wards, esti-
mating a cost of Rs 590 crore
per year. This equals around
Rs 20 lakh per month per
ward. However, the tenders
have been on hold since the
codeofconduct forthe assem-
bly elections in May.

BBMP sources revealed
that they initiated the techni-
cal evaluation of the tenders
on the instructions of Shiva-
kumar, also the Bengaluru
Development Minister, after
reviewing solid waste man-

Condition
specified in
the tender

One agency will be
responsible for collecting
wet and dry waste from
all buildings, excluding
bulk generators. (Cur-
rently, separate agencies
handle wet and dry waste.
Construction debris was
keptout of their scope of
work.)

agement-related activities.

Officials state that over 300
bidders, averaging three bid-
ders per ward, participated in
the tender.

Among the new conditions
specified in the tender is that
one agency will be respon-
sible for collecting wet and
dry waste from all buildings,
excluding bulk generators.
Currently, separate agencies
handle wet and dry waste.

Construction debris was kept
outof their scope of work.

“Once (we are done with)
the technical evaluation, we
will open the financial bids,”
said a BBMP official, adding
that if bidders quote prices
morethan 5% ofthe estimates,
the civic body will re-tender
the project.

However, tenders may run
into problems due to ward
bifurcation. When the BBMP
floated bids in January, the
civic body had 243 wards,
covered by the 89 packages.
Therecentreduction of wards
to225bythe governmentrais-
es concerns about the future
course of action.

Officials insist that the
problem s confined to paper-
work, as the reduction to 225
wardsdid notalter the BBMP’s
geographical size when there
were 243 wards.

“We may have to work out
(the details),” said the BBMP
officer. “But the ward de-
limitation will not affect the
tenders as the work is divid-
ed based on the number of
houses.”

SN Balasubramanya, head
of the association of garbage
contractors, said it was high
time the BBMP revamped the
system.

“From having new vehi-
cles to increasing the scope
of work, there are many good
points in the new tender,”
Balasubramanya said.

However, henoted that bid-
ders may have quoted 5-10%
more this time, as they are
currently providing services
based on the prices fixed in
2018.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Nov. 28, 2023
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CM announces t9,000 crore
for drinking water facilities in
urban local bodies across State

He inaugurates ‘Municipalika, a trade show and conference on safe, smart, and sustainable cities

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

hief Minister Sidda-
C ramaiah said the go-

vernment has de-
cided to allocate ¥9,000
crore for drinking water in-
frastructure in urban local
bodies across the State. His
said this after inaugurating
‘Municipalika 2023°, a
three-day expo at Palace
Grounds.

The Chief Minister said
apart from channelling
funds towards drinking wa-
ter, the government will al-
locate money under va-
rious grants to improve
civic amenities like roads,
drainage, and others.

He said his government
is committed to providing
needed amenities to all the
316 town and cities and will
ensure development of
both rural and urban local
bodies. “Bengaluru is one
of the fastest growing cities
in the country with a popu-
lation of about 1.5 crore. Of
the seven crore population
in the State, three crore pe-
ople live in urban land-
scapes. The residents

Astall at ‘Municipalika 2023’ being organised at Palace Grounds in
Bengaluru, on Tuesday. SUDHAKARA JAIN

should have access to clean
drinking water, better traf-
fic management, proper
drainage system and mar-
kets. In other words, peo-
ple should have access to
good civic amenities,” he
said.

The event hosted about
5,000 industry visitors and
200 exhibitors. This is the
17th  edition of the
show. The event was also

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Nov. 29, 2023
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attended by Deputy Chief
Minister and Bengaluru
Development Minister D.K.
Shivakumar.

Three-day event

Day one of the three-day
event focussed on urban
planning reforms, emerg-
ing building technologies,
smart cities mission, and
city resilience and surveil-
lance among others. Panel

discussions were held on
these topics.

Municipalika brought
together stakeholders from
relevant industries like wa-
ter and waste utilities, tran-
sport and traffic depart-
ments, development
authorities, fire and safety
departments, real estate
development, and consul-
tancy alongside Ministers
and government and mun-
icipal officials to discuss so-
lutions for a better, more
sustainable urban future.
Municipalika collaborated
with Construction Archi-
tecture Planning Engineer-
ing Expo and Architecture
in the Age of Millennials to
organise the event under
the banner of ‘Future Ci-
ties: a 360° Event on City
Development.

Australian companies
The Australia Trade and In-
vestment Commission, un-
der the Australian govern-
ment, acted as the
innovation partner for the
event.

Several Australian ur-
ban infrastructure compa-
nies attended the event.
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‘City should embrace
Singapore model to
manage traffic snarls’

If the city adopts some tough measures, automatically the number of cars in the city will come

down and more people will be forced to use public mobility, says Anjum Parvez, BMRCL MD

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

t is time Bengaluru in-
l troduced the Singa-

pore model to manage
traffic snarls and decrease
vehicular choke in its cen-
tral business district areas,
suggested Anjum Parvez,
managing director of Ban-
galore Metro Rail Corpora-
tion Ltd. (BMRCL).

“When you are met with
certain tough situations
and when nothing else is
working, we may have to
take practical steps. We
need not wait until we fall
apart at the seams. It is al-
ways good to act before we
reach there,” he told
The Hindu.

He said he was not sug-
gesting that Bengaluru
should embrace the Singa-
pore model as a BMRCL of-
ficial, but only as a com-
mon citizen. “I believe if
the city adopts some tough
measures, automatically
the number of cars in the
city will come down, more
people will be forced to use
public mobility, and conse-
quently the city will get a
breather,” he added.

However, he added, no
restrictive measures would
offer sudden relief, it
would take at least some 10
to 12 years to stabilise and
yield some results.

At present, Bengaluru
Metropolitan ~ Transport

AN

[
= - ——

Anjum Parvez, managing director of Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Ltd., at the Bengaluru Tech
Summit on Thursday, and (right) visitors at the event. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT AND SUDHAKARA JAIN

Corporation (BMTC) holds
a monopoly on plying bus-
es and ferrying people. Ma-
ny tech firms are ready to
buy buses and operate ser-
vices between their offices/
campuses to the nearest
metro stations. However,
the existing Motor Vehicle
Act does not permit such
arrangement and therefore
it requires amendments,
Mr. Parvez said.

Common mobility cards
Soon, passengers depend-
ed on different public mo-
bility options such as me-
tro train, public buses,
Uber or Ola cabs, and au-
tos can travel across the
country using a single
card, a common mobility
card, Mr. Parvez said.
According to him, the
National Common Mobility
Card, an inter-operable
transport card, conceived
by the Union Ministry of

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Dec.1, 2023
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Housing and Urban Affairs,
demanded multiple mo-
ney transactions to make it
valid and usable, and this
issue has been fixed. Also,
passengers faced problems
while buying cards online
and those glitches were re-
moved.

The BMRCL's mandate
was to make available a
metro station within the
maximum 2-km radius of
every Bangalorean. “The
first-mile and the last-mile
mobility are the biggest
bottlenecks that exist to-
day. All stakeholders
should work in tandem to
make this happen,” he said
while speaking at a session
on ‘Future mobility” at the
Bengaluru Tech Sum-
mit-2023 on Thursday.

He said the BMRCL was
committed to ensuring
eco-friendly activities and
to encourage eco-friendly
traffic systems, metro sta-

tions were facilitated with
two-wheeler and three-
wheeler electric vehicle
charging units.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Uber India director
Sanjay Chadha said the
passengers should shift
from cabs to public tran-
sport like buses to ensure a
free flow of traffic and to
reduce traffic congestion.
Uber has introduced elec-
tric bus service in Mumbai
and Delhi in this regard, he
said and added that similar
services would be intro-
duced in Bengaluru as
well. Beta Technologies di-
rector Blake Opsahi said
India had great opportuni-
ties for electric aircraft.
With around 200 airports,
India had excellent avia-
tion infrastructure and the
number of private planes
and air taxis would in-
crease in the future, he ad-
ded.



n November 19, after celebrating Dee-

pavali in Tamil Nadu, 23-year-old

Soundharya and her nine-month-old

daughter Suviksha returned to India’s
IT capital, Bengaluru, along with her husband
Santosh Kumar. After deboarding a bus at Silk
Board junction, the family took a bus to Hope
Farm junction in the city’s eastern part.

What followed were moments of horror. The
young mother and her baby were charred to
death on the footpath they were walking on.
‘They had stepped on a live electrical conductor
that had snapped. Kumar, who tried to save his
wife and daughter, also suffered an electric
shock. The tragic accident caused an uproar in
the city, with the public and political leaders
from the Opposition demanding swift action and
accountability.

However, this was not an isolated incident. Ac-
cording to statistics shared by the Bangalore Elec-
tricity Supply Company (Bescom), which has ju-
risdiction over eight districts, including
Karnataka's capital, between the financial years
2018-19 and 202324 (until October), there have
been 607 fatal electrical accidents. While 572 of
them were of the

Lurking danger: Electrical wires on a street in the K.R. Market area in Bengaluru. K. MURALI KUMAR

Wired web: Surging electrical
accidents in Bengaluru

Despite the focus on infrastructure development in the city, which includes some mega

o8

Periodically,
with respect
|4
everything
electricity in
Karnataka,
the KERC
should
order
compliance
audits to
bring some
order to the
chaos. If
these audits
happen inat
least one
aspect [of
clectrical

public), 35 of them were departmental. Apart
from this, there were also 203 non-fatal, non-de-
partmental accidents, and 168 non-fatal depart-
mental accidents in these five years.

In January this
year, Gautham, a 26~
year-old Bescom li-
neman, died of elec-
trocution while re-
pairing the F29
feeder on Magadi
Road. In September
2022, another 23-
vear-old woman, Ak-
hila, who was also
the breadwinner of
her family, died
from  electrocution
in Varthur after falling on an advertisement
hoarding on the divider of a flooded road on a
rainy evening.

“There is no way to walk on the footpaths in
the city now without worrying about your safety.
‘There are so many wires either dangling from
poles or bunched up on one side of the footpath.
How can people distinguish which one is a live
wire and which one is an optical fibre cable, es-
pecially when they are walking around at night?
My mother has now stopped walking on foot-
paths for this reason,” said Kiran Kumar, a resi-
dent of Haralur.

Kinds of accident
According to experts, 400 to 600 electrical fatal-
ities occur every year across Karnataka. Apart
from snapped conductors, the other common
electrical hazards include building fires due to
short circuits, flammable items placed near
switchboards or electric panels, improper earth-
ing, and electricity leakage.

A former officer of the Electrical Inspectorate

every year,
there will be
some fear,
even among
Escoms.
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rojects, electrical safety is often compromised, with 607 lives lost in

the past five years, reports Jahnavi T.R. A recent accident brought the focus back on what must be done to protect citizens

Department
Fatal

i 2018-19
2019-20
2020-21
2021-22
2022-23
2023 - 24 (up to October)
Total

Former member
ofthe advisory
committee, KERC

spoke of how, in the last 10-15 years, electrical ac-
cidents have increased in rural areas due to ha-
phazard drawing of cables, among other things.
“For example, for the Niranthara Jyothi scheme
(which aims to ensure 24-hour uninterrupted
power supply in rural areas), they have drawn
new lines along the old lines, causing interfe-
rence. When lines pass too close to each other
and come into contact, it might result in sparks
and subsequently in the snapping of conductors,

An open electrical box on Mysuru Road in Bevngalum. K MURALI KUMAR

Non-department
Fatal | Non-fatal

Total
Non-fatal

which causes accidents,” he explained. He added
that the victims of such accidents are usually la-
bourers who work with contractors.

Animals have also been victims of electrical ac-
cidents over the years. “At least 20-25 elephants
die every year in forest areas where branches fall
and break or cause electricity lines to sag. Even in

In urban areas, the problems mostly arise out
of rapid, unplanned development and construc-
tion. “The buildings are constructed dangerously
close to the electric lines. While they comply with
regulations on the ground floor, as the building
goes up, they protrude towards the road, and this
results in deaths during construction. Neither
does the electricity department concerned nor
do the local authorities issue any notices [to con-
tractors for violating construction regulations),”
he said.

Lack of action

After the electrocution case at Hope Farm junc-
tion, Karnataka’s Energy Minister K.). George an-
nounced that four investigations would take
place to determine the details of the case. The Na-
tional Human Rights Commission and Lokayukta
took suo motu took cognisance of the matter, and
demanded reports. However, questions have
been raised about the presumed silence of the
Karnataka Electricity Regulatory Commission,
the watchdog of electricity in the State.

Advocate Shridhar Prabhu, who has repre-
sented many electricity-related cases, pointed
out that while there have been no systematic
changes in the last few years when it comes to
electrical accidents, a legal resolution has re-
mained a challenge and the KERC has remained
quiet.

“For any electrical installation to take place in
the State, its safety must be approved by the Chief
Electrical Inspectorate. Yet, it is a lacuna that
when an electrical accident occurs, they are not
held responsible. The State should also be equal-
ly responsible as they are the ones who constitute
the Inspectorate. Similarly, the KERC issues li-
cences to distributors, and it takes no action
when gadgets are burnt or when there is a loss of
life or limb. Let alone suo motu cognisance, they
do not take action even when a complaint is
filed,” Prabhu alleged. “All four - the electricity
supply companies (Escoms), the State govern-
ment, the Chief Electrical Inspectorate and the
KERC - should be held primarily responsible in
these cases,” he added.

M.G. Prabhakar, a former member of the advi-
sory committee, KERC, also said the commission
had not kept an active watch on the findings of
technical audits and compliance audits, which
are mandated for transmitters and distributors
by the Commission itself. “Periodically, with res-
pect to everything electricity in Karnataka, the
KERC should order compliance audits to bring
some order to the chaos. If these audits happen
in atleast one aspect [of electrical equipment] ev-
ery year, there will be some fear, even among Es-
coms,” he said.

‘The former officer of the Inspectorate also said
the guidelines issued by KERC were only on pap-
er and not being implemented. “The commission
should take stringent action, and a safety com-
mittee should be formed with members from Es-
coms, KPTCL, and the inspectorate to implement
these things. The KERC can also take up a com-
prehensive programme with a pilot project in a
sub-division where they can create a safe electric-
ity zone and correctly address the lacunae and
unsafe practices and make it a model to follow.”
He added that in order to reduce accidents, there
should be some focus on the guality of equip-
ment and the kind of work provided by escoms.

Experts emphasised that despite so many elec-
trical accidents occurring every year, the victims
often did not know what legal routes they could
take or how they could apply for compensation,
“People do not know who to approach. There is
no sufficient publicity about legal awareness. Pe-
ople think it is like regular litigation that takes a
few years. They should know about the strict lia-
bility principle (a compensation) or writ petitions.
(processed sooner than regular cases),” Prabhu
said.

However, he added that unlike the Motor Acci
dents Claims Tribunal, there were no legal servic-
es available for victims. “The State should either
constitute a tribunal to adjudicate the victims’
claim or give MACT the power to adjudicate even
in these cases to determine the quantum of com-
pensation.” He also said that the State and Es-
coms should provide legal services and fund the
litigation of the victims, and group insurance
schemes should be introduced for all electrical
consumers in the State.

Steps by Escoms
After the recent electrocution deaths, officials of
Bescom said internal meetings were held to de-
termine the places and equipment that need im-
mediate attention, and their maintenance and re-
pair work would be taken up immediately. A
circular was issued by the Energy Department a
few days aﬁer the accidem to a]] the Escoms and
to i mea-
sures such as training of substation staff about
prevention of electrical accidents, creation of
awareness among the public about electrical ac-
cidents, organisation of Safety Day where aware-
ness is created about best practices and regular
maintenance of electrical grids as per the safety
manual of KERC and KPTCL, among other things.

The Energy Minister also said that once the in-
vestigation reports are out, strict action will be ta-
ken against those responsible, while the findings
will be used to implement safe electricity mea-
sures across Karnataka. Bescom has taken up two
projects — Aerial Bunching of Cables (ABC) and
Underground Cables (UG). Almost five years after
starting them, out of a total of 6,134 km of LT
wires, 5,900 km (97%) have been converted into
ABC and out of 7,182 km of 11 KV lines, 6,900 kilo-
metres (96%) have been converted into UG ca-
bles, until October.

The company had also taken up the replace-
ment of old transformers by special design trans-
formers (erected at a height of about 2 metres to
ensure that it does not pose a threat to those who
come in contact) in at least 3,000 hazardous loca-
tions and the ones which were obstructil
esman movement. An official said that the re-

of 40 old are pending.

villages close to forests, there are fences which
are electrified, and animals die when they en-
counter them,” the retired officer said.

For assistance in case of electrical accidents, citi-
2ens can call 1912, the 24/7 helpline number of Bes-
com.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Dec.1, 2023
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