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Drought-hit farmers in State lost
crops worth 333,000 crore: CM

He was addressing a packed audience at the inaugural of Krishi Mela 2023 on Gandhi Krishi Vigyana Kendra campus

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

armers in Karnataka
Fhave incurred crop

and harvest losses of
a whopping 33,000 crore
so far this year due to
drought, erratic weather
conditions, and other vag-
aries of nature, said Chief
Minister  Siddaramaiah
here on Friday.

He was addressing a
packed audience of agr-
i fraternity comprising
farmers, agri/horti scien-
tists, and students of agri-
culture and horticulture at
the inaugural of Krishi Me-
la 2023 on Gandhi Krishi
Vigyana Kendra (GKVK)
campus at Yelahanka in
the city.

Of the losses, farmers
could be compensated on-
ly up to 17,000 crore and
therefore the net loss of
farmers due to drought
and subsequent crop loss-
es has been 16,000 crore,
he further said.

Commenting on the
economics of farming, Mr.
Siddaramaiah stated farm-
ing has to be made profita-
ble and economically via-
ble and that was the only
way to retain farmers on
their farms.

“Today, young children
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of farmers do not want to
pursue farming and are as-
piring to leave their farms
for cities. We should make
agriculture an attractive
field for all. The University
of Agriculture Sciences has
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Visitors at the Krishi Mela on GKVK campus in Bengaluru on Friday.
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a critical role to play in this
context,” he insisted. He
said agriculture universi-
ties are no more mills that
produce agriculture grad-
uates year after year, but
should be R&D centres and
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innovation hubs that deve-
loped newer, drought and
pest resistant varieties of
crop. “Developing robust
crop varieties are impor-
tant especially when our
State has been facing
drought in every 4 to 5
years gap,” Mr. Siddara-
maiah observed.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Deputy Chief Minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar said
farmers in Chickballapur,
Kolar, Ramanagara, and
Bengaluru Rural districts
were very progressive and
growing their crops with li-
mited availability of water-
. They were also exporting
their produce to other
states and thereby increas-
ing their incomes. Our
farmers in other districts

too should learn how to
use water judiciously, he
said.

Awards

Five farmers and one agri
scientist were recognised
for their work at Krishi Me-
la under various catego-
ries. The farmers were
Manjunath B.R., Rajendra
HT.,, Manjegowda B.G.,
B.P. Vasu, and Ratnamama
AV. M.A. Dhananjay, Prin-
cipal Scientist at ITHR, was
recognised as best agri
scientist.

The opening day of the
four-day Krishi Mela re-
ceived over 1.31 lakh visi-
tors and visitations are ex-
pected to cross 2 lakh on
Saturday and Sundays. It
closes on Monday.
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Karnataka records
34% northeast
monsoon deficiency

Seasonal cumulative rainfall in State

Normal
rainfall

From Oct. 1 to Nov. 17 (in mm)

Coastal Karnataka
Morth Interior Karnataka

Actual
rainfall (until
Now. 17)

Departure
from
normal

-11
-1

South Interior Karnataka -23
Total (Karnataka) -36
Source: IMD

Jahnavi T.R.
BENGALURU

After a poor southwest
monsoon  season, the
northeast monsoon, which
arrived in Karnataka in Oc-
tober, has also failed to
gain pace, resulting in 34%
deficient rainfall in the
State, according to India
Meteorological ~ Depart-
ment (IMD), Bengaluru.

Other than Hassan, My-
suru, and Kodagu districts,
which have received above
normal rainfall, most dis-
tricts have recorded rain-
fall deficiency during the
northeast monsoon.

The Coastal Karnataka
region, with a total rainfall
of 212.7 mm between Oc-
tober 1 and November 17,
has seen deficiency of -1,
while North Interior Kar-
nataka has recorded defi-
ciency of -71 with 34.9 mm
rainfall. All districts in the
regions have deficiency. In
South Interior Karnataka,
there is a departure of -23
mm from normal with a to-
tal rainfall of 134.5 mm.

Bengaluru Urban
Despite a few spells of rain
last week, Bengaluru Ur-
ban district also has a defi-
ciency of 18 mm rainfall.
While the normal quantum
of rainfall for the period is
182.8 mm, so far, the dis-
trict has received 149.3 mm
rainfall.

A. Prasad, scientist at
IMD Bengaluru, said: “If
the State gets above nor-
mal, heavy rainfall only
then would the deficiency
reduce. However, accord-
ing to our forecast, there
will be normal rainfall in

Hj

the next few weeks in the
State. Moreover, a deep de-
pression in Bay of Bengal,
which has now trans-
formed into cyclone Midhi-
li, which is crossing over to
the Bangladesh coast, has
also absorbed moisture,
resulting in less rains
here”

He also said that while
there might be isolated
rainfall in Coastal Karnata-
ka over the next few days,
on November 19 and 20,
there would be light or nor-
mal rainfall in South Inte-
rior Karnataka.

No chills this winter
On November 14, the
maximum temperature
in Bengaluru fell to 25°C
with many experiencing
a cool nip in the air. The
weatherman pointed out
that this sudden drop in
temperature along with
cloudy conditions and
gusty winds from the east
brought a bout of cold,
cough, and fever.

While the IMD official-
ly considers January 1 as
the starting date of win-
ter, in the State, the ef-
fects of the setting in of
the season can be felt
from December second
week. Although the offi-
cial winter bulletin is yet
to arrive, the weather-
man said that this year’s
winter will be less cool
than the previous year’s
due to El Nino.

“It is doubtful that the
temperature will drop to
15°C or 16°C. Tt might not
be too cold. It would just
be normal winter temper-
ature or a little more than
that,” Mr. Prasad said.
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Drought-hit stateappeals
for I50MGNREGA days

BENGALURU, DHNS: Deputy
Chief Minister D K Shivakumar
on Friday said the Karnataka
government has appealed to
the central government to
increase the guaranteed
man-days under the Mahat-
ma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) from 100 days
to 150 days, as over 200 taluks
havebeendeclared drought-hit
in the state.

Hewasspeaking at theinau-
gural ceremony of Krishi Mela
2023 at Gandhi Krishi Vigyan
Kendra campusin Bengaluru.

Shivakumar urged the Uni-
versity of Agricultural Scienc-
es-Bangalore to undertake
greater research to help farm-
ers increase their yield so that
theycan continue farming and
not sell their lands under any
conditions.

“The farmers of Bengaluru

Rural, Chikkaballapura and
Kolar districts are role models
for the entire country as they
have achieved considerable
success in farming of vege-
tables, fruits and flowers, be-
sides revolutionising silk and
milk production,” he said. The
farmers in these districts are
making useof scarceresources
toearn greatreturns, he added.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, who inaugurated the
mela, urged farmers to keep
the “green revolution” going.
“For this to happen, new vari-
eties, new medicines,improved
soil fertility, technological in-
novation, fair pricesto farmers
and godowns for storage need
tobe set-up. Sustainable farm-
ing and agriculture growth is
possible only then,” he said,
emphasising the need to de-
velop climate and disease-re-
sistant crops.
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Farmers air their grievances and
submit a slew of demands to CM

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

A delegation of farmers
from Karnataka State Su-
garcane Cultivators Asso-
ciation met Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah at his resi-
dence in the city on Satur-
day and submitted a slew
of demands including a
higher Fair and Remunera-
tive Price (FRP) for the
crop.

The delegation was led
by the association presi-
dent Kurubur Shanthaku-
mar who said that private
sugar mills in the Mysuru-
Chamarajanagar belt were
denying the farmers a re-
munerative price on crop
procurement.

“This was in contrast to
the situation elsewhere in
the State where private su-
gar mills were procuring
the crop at a higher rate as
the demand had exceeded
supply,” he added. Though
as many as four meetings
had been conducted bet-
ween the authorities and
the factory management,
the issue was yet to be re-
solved and the district in
charge minister H.C. Maha-
devappa has not respond-
ed, said Mr. Shanthaku-

Sourdae Hij

mar.

Nearly 25,000 farmers
from Varuna assembly seg-
ment supply sugarcane to
the private factory in the
region and yet their inter-
est was not being upheld
by the government, he ad-
ded. The delegation came
down heavily on the State
government attitude to-
wards the farmers and said
that it was similar to that of
the Union government’s
which tried to suppress the
farmers agitation against
farm laws in Delhi last year.

“You were in the Oppo-
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A delegation of farmers with Chief Minister Siddaramaiah at his
residence in Mysuru on Saturday . M.A. SRIRAM

sition and had described
the Modi’s government’s
tactics to break farmers ag-
itation as anti-democratic
and had supported the
farmers’ cause. But now
the administrative machin-
ery of the State was dis-
playing similar highhan-
dedness,” said MTr.
Shanthakumar in his inte-
raction with Siddara-
maiah.

The farmers were airing
their grouse on their pre-
ventive detention by the
police at midnight on Fri-
day. “The police should be

cautioned against resort-
ing to such tactics which is
reserved for anti-social ele-
ments,” Mr. Shanthakumar
added. The delegation
urged the Chief Minister to
take steps to release funds
to the farmers as drought
relief measure. Farmers
are in distress and an im-
mediate release of funds
will help them tide over
the crisis, said the mem-
bers of the delegation.

It is not enough to de-
clare the State as drought-
affected and relief mea-
sures should be in place,
the delegates added.

Other demands includ-
ed the supply of 10 hours
of electricity during day
and, higher Fair and Re-
munerative Price for sugar-
cane to match the cultiva-
tion cost. In response to
the farmers, Mr. Siddara-
maiah assured the farmers
that the government would
uphold their collective in-
terests. The Chief Minister
also said that a meeting of
sugar mills will be con-
vened on November 21 to
thrash out the issue. He as-
sured the delegation that
the police would be direct-
ed to be more thoughtful
dealing with the farmers.



Danger looms as
pesticides rule
India’s farms

Deadly pesticides
continuetobe
indiscriminately
soldand used in the
absence of legislation,
regulatory processes
and food testing
mechanisms

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

n November 14, the Euro-
pean Commission sounded
analarm. The importof
turmeric powder from India
into the EU territories posed
a‘serious’risk, it said. The notification
came after residues of chlorpyrifos, a
pesticide banned in several countries,
were found in a sample tested in Ger-
many. Chlorpyrifos was banned after
scientific evidence found that it posed a
direct threat to the health of children.

Interestingly, chlorpyrifos was one
of 27 deadly pesticides that the Union
government proposed to ban in 2020.
However, it soon made a u-turn, choos-
ing to limit the ban to four pesticides.
The Centre’s volte-face was the result of
heavy lobbying from the agrochemical
industry, activists who have worked on
the issue for decades said.

The unmitigated and unregulated
use of such toxic pesticides persists
today. Data from the Union Ministry
of Agriculture and Farmers Wel-
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r spaying pesticides o groudnut ad aize cropsin oajji village

Davangere district. bH PHOTO/SATISH BADIGER
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fare shows about 60,000 tonnes of
chemical pesticides were used annually
between 2017-18 and 2021-22. Farmers
are waging a multi-pronged war, forced
to contend with new pests and diseases.
For them, spraying more pesticides is
ameasure taken to “avoid the risk” of
losing the crop.

Parvataiah, a paddy farmer from
Hosahalli near Gangavathi of Koppal
district, said the situation has changed
drastically in the last few years. “We are
advised by companies to spray chem-
icals even before planting. Seeds are
coated with one chemical or the other
before sowing. This started about four
years ago. You have to understand that
no farmeris in a position to take the risk
of aloweryield,” he said.

Paddy farmers more or less engage
in a gamble when they begin cultivation
due to the high input costs, Parvataiah

explained. The situation of those who
cultivate RNR 15048, a variety dubbed
‘sugar-free rice’ by marketers from Ta-
mil Nadu, illustrates the monumental
change in the use of pesticides.

“While the department issues
correct information, companies come
to the village and hold a camp where
pesticide usage is promoted on an LCD
screen. The screen shows images of
rich green crops. Regardless of what
officials recommend, farmers are
convinced by the advertisements or
shops selling pesticides. So, in the place
of 60 gram fungicide or pesticide, more
thandouble is sprayed just to make sure
that they get the best crops,” he said.

The consequence is that consuming
food contaminated with pesticides has
devastating short-term and long-term
impacts. In fact, a study by Pesticides
Action Network-India (PAN-India)
found that 56 pesticides used in India
were carcinogenic.

» Pesticide use, PaEe 2
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PESTICIDE USE
ON THE RISE

Globally, almost
3 billion wnnesor | More
pesticides are deployed ma‘:;‘:e"
annually, with a total Desticides
cost of approximately

are utilised
$40 billion. in Asia.
India stands

Nird

in pesticide use in the
continent.

O of total crop
(78%) yield in India is
O fostaue topests. Ao
of the total
,T:,E:ts :’I‘c :g;,a / /k cultivated area
Tren Al || ERE
- ;
The production | Import of =
RS 31,600 | ofpesticides | pesticides | Insectcides
crore hasgrownby | hasgrown highest
in 2024, growing | 19% by share in total
atanannualrate | jnthelastfive | 14.7% | pesticide use
of 8.1%. years. since 2018, | inindia.

Dunng the last five years, the incidence of pesticide residues in
various commodities has increased from 1.2 to 2.6%

Nearly half of all fruits and vegetables
are grown using pesticides

Oilseeds

= Total area of cultivation (in ‘000 hectares)

e Area where pesticides are used
(in ‘000 hectares)

1,98,552 195,875
250000 [ 207,562
141,555
[
| 1,26,985
sl 160,545 145,126
98812 147,349

201819 201920 2020-21 202122 202223

—

Andhra [ 1689

Ban spurious
pesticides

Pesticide use

Closeto 38insecticides hadimmunotoxic
effects and 81 caused disruption in endo-
crine and hormone function. “Children
are especially vulnerable to the impacts
of pesncndes aas they can affect brain de-

Pradesh 2,001 State-wise
‘ 1,608 use of
Gujarat - 1775
I 4015
Harvana s 4066 Pesticide
> Jrarkbang M646 use in 2018-19
W 450 —
_— 1524 _ Pesticide
Karnataka - 1669 usein 2022-23
Pulses . 995 i i
figures in mt
Kerala M504

Madhya M 540
Pradesh M 598

11,746

M N  — 14

[ 1,901

Tamil Nadu 1052

I 4,894

Telangan: p— 4 920

3,190

west Bengal ey 3570

Sales of the most-used

pesticides have risen
in Karnataka
Sales sales
in
2021 2022
(incr) | (incr)

Glyphosate 41% SL 154 162
Emamectin
5%5G 82 91

Coragen185%SC | 54 | 76
Glyphosate 71%5G | 59.91 | 64.01
Pexalon 10% SC 57 | 62

Chronic exposure to
pesticides has been linked to

® Respiratory disorders

® Cancer

© Congenital malformations

© Problems in the reproductive system
® Depression

® Anxiety

® Parkinson’s and Alzheimer's diseases
® Respiratory disorders

© Neurodegenerative disorders

Regulation

As of 2022, the Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare has banned or
phased out 46 pesticides and

4 pesticide formulations for import,
manufacture or use in the country.

Inaddition, 8 pesticide | 9 pesticides

registrations have have been
been withdrawn. placed under
restricted
NG use.

" the
report said.
Food conlammauon presents both im-
m danger
ers.Iti

and pulses, that contain more residue,

reveal tests conducted by the Pesticide

Residue & Food Quality Analysis Labora-

tory, University of Agricultural Sciences,
ichur,

Residue monitoring
Prabhuraj A, professor of agricultural
entomology, and the head of the lab, said
that the results were sent to the Centre,
hichisinvolvedin anational-evel project
tostudy residues. “We testabout 100 sam-
ples every month, of which atleast 40 are
vegetables. Cereals and pulses make up
therest. About 30%of the vegetables con-
tainresidues. Inasample, the presence of
one pesticide may be below the maximum
residue level (MRL) but what is concern-
ing is results that indicate the residues of
multiple pesticides, sometimes four tosix

The professor said the most commonly
found insecticides belong to the class of
monocrotophos (acutely toxic to birds
and humans, banned in September 2023),
pyrethroids (which cause dizziness and
convulsions among other serious health
issues),as well as fungicides (affecting skin
and eyes).

The reason behind the concurrent use
of multiple pesticides, according to Sujay
Hurali,an entomologist at UAS Raichur’s

er limits set by oountnes Inke lhe United

duetothe pesticide industrylobby. So, we

Statesof Ameri Europe:

an Union. Thedifferencein standards for

pesticide residue is one reason why many
: o i e T g d

arenotonly were
there before 1968 butalsonew ones which
areonly ‘dcemedtaberegm_ered ‘without

flagged as contaminated food.
Addmonnlly research has shown that

"hesaid.
Donthi sald the proposed bill has been
pending ever SII:ICE it was referred to a

theuseof|

for India, even within ‘recommended’ or
‘safety’ levels, also contributes to biodi-
versity loss. Continued use was found to
impact invertebrates and fungi that pro-
mote soil health For farmers caught in
uncertai climate
change and avolatile agriculture market,
the long-term importance of biodiversity
has not yet hit home.

Opacity in proceedings related to the
reporting and regulation of pesticide use
has not helped matters. In January 2023,
the FSSAl filed a report before the Nation-
al Human Rights Commission i mamam:r

standing The bill still con-
tains the provisions that allow deemed
registration. “The new bill should clarify
several legal matters to ensure hazard
ous agrochemicals are checked,” he said.
PAN-India has been highlighting India’s
poor record in regulating pesticides.

An expert committee set up in 2013 by
the Union government toreview 66 pesti-
cides banned or restricted in other coun-
mes. but uscd in lndla, made recommen-

theser
impacts caused by the use of pesticides.
However, there has been little progress
on the recommendations.

L) by

pertaining to pesticide
food crops. Thestatutory body had 1ssued
anoticeto FSSAIto curb the excessive use
of pesticides. An official in the FSSAI's
head office told DH that the report was

pi as‘natural’al-
ternati icals, h da
major challenge due to poor regulanon
Parvataiah said a cocktail of chemicals is
often sold under the tag of biopesticides
invillages

part of the NHRC proceedings and could
notbe shared.

gregular
monitoring wnhm:hecnumry, alertssent
out by bodies like the Rapid Alert System
for Food and Feed (RASFF) or the Food
and Drug Administration of the United
States serve as regular reminders.
Chandra Bhushan, an expert who has
studied the issue for years, noted that
the products under testing in the EU and
the US were supposed to be of superior,
‘export quality’. “Unfortunately, within
India, thereis alack ofinformation about
regular tests. Testing of random samples
is key to underslanding the qualiry of the

often fall for the scam.

Spurious pesticides

The farmer’s claim is backed by the data
from the Agriculture Department where
the vigilance wing is seeing a steady in-
crease in the number of use cases of
spurious pesticides (illegal or non-gen-
uine pesticides), including some sold as

bio-pesticides.
In2019-20, ofl'cnals recordcd three in-
cident: d 816 kg of

spurious pesticides. Until last month, the
number of cases has increased to 70 with
seuuresgomgume ll9lxtresand 14, 534

e Sai
The RASFF has ralscd more than 100

eincreasing be-
causc th demand continues to grow. We

research station at G: hi, owes to
farmers'hope to better protect crops. “In
rice samples, we are seeing an increased
fungicide residue. Farmers, especially
those in Andhra Pradesh’s Godavari belt,
spray it 10 to 15 days before the harvest.
Theybelieveitgives a polished look tothe
grain and helps in marketing,” he said.
Though the Union government
launched the Monitoring of Pesticide

aler inrice,
cereals. fruits and other food products
fromIndia. Thisyearalone, 128 alertswere
issued. Of the 802 alerts raised between
2020 and 2023, the RASFF classified
589 (73.4%) as serious, 22 as potentially
seriousand 15asa ‘potential risk’. Only 34
were ‘non-serious’alerts.

Legislation

Residues at National Level pr

It was of food

in 2005-06, very little data is available to
understand the depth ofthe problem. The
schemeissteered by the All India Network
Project on Pesticide Residue (AINP-PR)
under the ICAR-Indian Agricultural Re-
search Institute, Delhi.

samples in 1958 that resulted in over 100
deaths, that prompted the government
to put the Insecticides Act 1968 in place.
However, currently, the law has been
found to be highly inadequate in dealing
with the growing number of agrochemi-
cals ﬂoodmg thefields,asdesperate farm-

2019 marked one of the ﬁrst years that
AINP-PR’swork the

Food Safety and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) reported on the testing of
the 23,660 samples of vegetables, fruits,
spices, curry leaves, rice, wheat, pulses,
egg, meat and water. About 20% of the
samples (4,510) tested positive for pes-

ticide residues. Of the 12,821 bl

erspintheirhop hetoxic ch to
protect their crops.

Based on the information obtained un-
der RTI, activists from the PAN-India re-
vealed thata whopping 62 pesticides that
areused widelyin Indiawereonly ‘deemed
toberegistered' with no specified MRL.

ReddyDonthi, policyexpert

samples tested, 18.7% had residues. Of
the 2,274 samples of fruits, 21.7% had
residues.

The FSSAI claimed that pesticide resi-
dues exceeded the safety limits (MRL) in
only2.2%of the 23,660 samples. However,
activists have long pointed out problems
in India’s MRL when compared with saf-
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and honorary director of PAN-India, said
India is in urgent need of a pcqncxdc bill
which would address the chall of

are creating among farmers,”
aseniorofficial told DH.

However, even this crackdown on spu-
rious products, Donthi noted, spurious
products was aimed more at protecting
patented formulasof ‘bigcompanies’. “We
need a structural change and that has to
begin with rules that prioritise health and
safety. Implementation of such regula-
tions will reveal the truth about the real
quality of food products we are consum-
ing,” he said.

Some developed countries have woken
up to the challenge, with the EU banning
and the USrestricting several nicotinoids,
agroup of widely used insecticides found
to be hazardous to pollinating bees. The
EU went a step further, adopting a res-
olution in February 2023 to restrict the
import of products that contain traces of
nicotinoids above a set MRL.

While the restriction will come into
force after 36 months, India has already
raised concerns at the World Trade Or-
ganisation and urged the EU to defer
the matter to ensure that the export of
agricultural and horticultural productsis
notaffected.

the current situation. “The first draft of
anupdated bill camein 2008 but nothing
happened. The latest one is the Pesticide

Have your say

Management Bill of 2020 which had
good provisions but it has been put aside
\ %

your
insight@deccanherald.co.in




Concern over water levels in Cauvery basin dams

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

The water levels in the four
major reservoirs in the
Cauvery basin of the State
have dipped to nearly half
of their cumulative gross
capacity and is a pointer to
the unfolding crisis in the
weeks ahead.

The available quantum
should not only meet the
drinking water require-
ments of major towns and
cities, including Bengaluru
and Mysuru, but should
last till the onset of mon-
soon next year which is so-
metime in June.

The cumulative storage
in Krishnaraja Sagar (KRS),
Kabini, Hemavathi, and
Harangi was 59.07 thou-
sand million cubic ft
(tmcft) as on Saturday 18 as
against the gross capacity
of 114.57 tmcft or 51.56 per
cent of the storage capaci-

2 e SN
as on Sunday.

ty. The storage position in
the reservoirs during the
same period last year was
100.69 tmcft.

Water level at the KRS
was 100.62 ft on Saturday
as against the full reservoir
level of 124.80 ft and the
live storage was 23.30
tmcft as against the gross
capacity of 49.45 tmcft.
The storage position on the
same day last year was

St -

Afile photo of water level at the KRS which was hovering at 100 feet

46.84 tmcft. At Hemavathi
reservoir, the level was
2,893.73 ft as against the
FRL of 2,922 ft. The live
storage was 16.23 tmcft as
against the storage capaci-
ty of 37.10 tmcft, and the
storage position on the
same day last year was
32.92 tmcft.

The gross storage capac-
ity of Kabini is 19.52 tmcft
as against which the availa-

Concern over water
levels in reservoirs

But with respect to other districts that include
Chamarajanagar, Ramanagara, Bengaluru Rural,
Chickballapur, Kolar, Tumakuru, Davangere, Chi-
tradurga, and Bengaluru Urban the deficiency
ranges from 26 to 55 per cent which will accen-
tuate the drought conditions.

Sour dae
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ble storage on Saturday
was 14.32 tmcft while at Ha-
rangi the quantum of wa-
ter available was 5.23 tmcft
as against the storage ca-
pacity of 8.50 tmcft.

Having suffered a 26 per
cent rainfall deficiency
during the southwest mon-
soon season, the northeast
monsoon pattern shows a
31 per cent deficiency in
south-interior Karnataka.

Though the region is not
a major beneficiary of
northeast monsoon, it has
not received even the no-
minal quantum that could
have increased moisture
index and helped recharge
groundwater level to an ex-
tent and reduced the de-
pendence on dam.

As against the normal
rainfall of 178 mm for the
period October 1 to No-
vember 19, the region re-
ceived 124 mm.

Though the period No-

vember 1 to 19 was relative-
ly better with the region re-
ceiving 75 mm of rains as
against the normal of 40
mm, the overall rains con-
tinue to be 31 per cent be-
low normal. The cumula-
tive deficiency since June 1
is now 28 per cent, accord-
ing to Karnataka State Nat-
ural Disaster Monitoring
Centre.

Of the 11 districts in the
region only Mysuru district
has received rains that is 9
per cent above normal for
the period October 1 to No-
vember 19.

It received 205 mm of
rains during the period as
against a normal of 188 mm
while Mandya has received
180 mm as against a nor-
mal of 194 mm during the
same period, the deficien-
cy being 7 per cent.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 3



Krishi Mela sees
15.6 lakh visitors;
captures wallet
share of 5 crore

Visitors at demonstration fields at the Krishi Mela in Bengaluru
on Monday. K. MURALI KUMAR

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Despite a drought-like sit-
uation throughout Karna-
taka, Krishi Mela 2023, a
four-day farming exposi-
tion, which concluded
here on Monday, received
an encouraging response
from the farmers’ com-
munity, said S.V. Suresha,
Vice-Chancellor of the Un-
iversity of Agricultural
Sciences (UAS).

The mela, held at Gand-
hi Krishi Vigyana Kendra
(GKVK) campus here bet-
ween November 17 and 20
cumulatively received 15.6
lakh visitors, mostly farm-
ers, who purchased seeds,
plants, millets, poultry
items, ornamental fish,
and machinery/equipment
for farming, harvesting
and irrigation and also
tractors, tillers and other
items worth Z5 crore, he
told The Hindu.

This year’s farmer tur-
nout was slightly lower
than last year’s 17 lakh. Ho-
wever, he said the res-
ponse to this year’s mela
was certainly overwhelm-
ing especially when most
farmers were reeling un-
der drought.

“We are very happy to
see that farmers came in

quite encouraging and
they were keen to explore
all innovative technologies
and devices displayed at
Krishi Mela,” he said.

According to him, the
theme was quite suitable
to the existing ground real-
ity in agriculture and it
helped farmers to under-
stand how to farm better
during drought-like situa-
tions. A large number of
small and medium farmers
have shown interest in
farming and harvesting
machinery to reduce the
drudgery involved in agri-
culture practices, he
observed.

Some 150 farmers from
10 districts, including Ben-
galuru Urban, Bengaluru
Rural, Chickballapur, Ko-
lar, Mandya, Mysuru, Has-
san, Tumakuru, Chamaraj-
pet, and Ramanagara,
which come under UAS-B,
were honoured and cash
awarded for their best
practices and contribution
in farming.

“One young male and
one female farmer from
each taluk and district
were recognised,” he
added.

According to Dr. Su-
resha, a large number of
farmers visited the crop
museum at Krishi Mela

large numbers despite that showcased diverse

drought-triggered  chal-  technologies supported by

lenges. The numbers were  on-the-field experience.
Sourdéae HjmPgdNiov21 2023
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A case for urban farming in the city

Many Bengalureans are discovering the allure of urban agriculture, taking pleasure in getting their hands dirty for better access to more nutritious food, and reducing environmental impact

Preeti Zachariah
BENGALURU

rijinder Kathuria
Bremembers being
conflicted between

growing more organic food
or planting more forests
for along time. “A lot of de-
forestation happens be-
cause people chop off for-
est land to farm,” says the
Bengaluru-based Brijinder,
a passionate eco-enthu-
siast who works in the
technology sector. Then,
he stumbled upon perma-
culture farming, a way of
creating synergetic, sus-
tainable agriculture sys-
tems that closely resemble
natural  ecosystems—in
short, you're making food
forests. “That hit the sweet
spot,” says the former ho-
telier, who went on to cul-
tivate a food forest with pe-
rennial plants like
bananas, coffee, coconut
and jackfruit on his 5000
sq ft plot, enough to sus-
tain himself for anywhere
between 1.5 to 2 months,
he says. “Freshly plucked
food takes taste a new le-
vel,” says the former hote-
lier, who admits to always
being drawn to fresh food
and ingredients.

Like Brijinder, many
Bengalureans are discover-
ing the allure of urban agri-
culture, taking pleasure in
getting their hands dirty,
for many or all these rea-
sons: better access to more
nutritious food, creating
communities, reducing en-
vironmental impact, ma-
naging mental health and
connecting to nature. As a
recent publication by the
Indian Institute for Human
Settlements (IIHS), the re-
sult of a three-year-long re-
search project titled Sow-
ing Sustainable
Cities points out, “urban
and peri-urban agriculture
is gaining in popularity
and impact, and can be-
come a critical strategy for
transitioning towards sus-
tainable urban futures.”

So, where does Bengalu-
ru stand as a city when it
comes to creating urban
foodscapes? What are the
inherent advantages of-
fered by this former gar-

Sour dae

den city when it comes to
cultivating green spaces?
What challenges do city
slickers face when it comes
to growing their own food?
And how does succeeding
in doing so change their re-
lationship with the food on
your plate and the earth

|1

from where it springs? This
is what the city’s urban
farmers have to say.

Farming and the city

“It is difficult to kill a plant
in Bengaluru,” says Sheetal
Patil, a senior research
consultant at ITHS who was
part of the research pro-
ject. The soils, she points
out, are fertile, while the
weather is favourable
throughout the year for
growing.“The weather is
not extreme,” agrees agri-
scientist and entomologist
Dr. Rajendra Hegde of Gar-
den City Farmers, a city-
based trust founded by the
late B.N. Viswanath, which
promotes urban farming.
The humidity and number
of rainy days in the city are
also favourable for garden-
ing, says Dr. Rajendra, ad-
ding that today, lakhs of
people have food gardens
in the city.

“We can grow things all
through the year here,”
says Bengaluru-based ar-
tist Suresh Kumar G., the
founder of Sarjapura Cur-
ries, a city-based commun-
ity farm that seeks to revive
forgotten native plants and

Hi

d nature .

Urban farming helps people connect more deeply with their food an

weeds. Moreover, as he
points out, the city has al-
ways had an active garden
culture right from the days
of Hyder Ali. “The British
experimented in Lal Bagh,
t00,” says Suresh. “It made
sense to grow vegetables
here.”

Not surprisingly, there is
a large, well-connected
gardening community in
the city who “chat, ex-
change ideas and take
pride in how good their
garden is,” says Sheetal.
“Seeing and following
some of the practices is in-
spiring” Dr. Rajendra,
whose organisation has

n7gNio v2 2

played a pivotal role in in-
creasing awareness about
the practice through work-
shops and lectures, says
that there are today over 25
terrace gardening groups
in the city, each having a
minimum of 50-60 mem-
bers. “They meet every
month, share information,
purchase materials for gar-
dening together, and so
on,” he says.

The city’s agro-climatic
zone,  cosmopolitanism
and sprawl have also
played a role in driving the
movement, believes Sha-
meek Chakravarty of Far-
mizen, a farm-to-fork mar-

2023

ketplace that connects
organic farmers to con-
sumers which, among oth-
er offerings, allows you to
rent a mini-farm to grow
your own food. “There are
some nice peri-urban
farms that are very accessi-
ble since the city has been
growing,” he says, adding
that many small farms are
also found inside the ci-
ty. And yes, it helps that
the awareness and interest
around health is high in
Bengaluru. “If you go to a
party in Mumbai, everyone
is talking about real estate.
But if you go to a party in
Bengaluru, they will be

The city’s
agro-climatic zone,
mopolital

sprawl have also
played a role in
driving the
movement

talking about intermittent

fasting,” says Shameek
with a laugh. “This also has
arole to play,” he believes.

Why garden

Urban farming isn’t just
about growing your own
food. “It is about expand-
ing our imagination,” says
Siddharth Lakshman,
Partner, Bangalore Crea-
tive Circus (BCC), who has
been deeply involved in
developing the hydropon-
ics, aquaponics and per-
maculture food forest at
BCC.

“Agriculture is not just
about yield but about
creating ecosystems you
can learn from, appreciate
and experience,” he says,
pointing out that it is also
about participating in a
natural cycle where noth-
ing is wasted and the out-
put of one system becomes
the input of another. Com-

post made of wet waste
such as dried leaves, kitch-
en waste, fruit peels, and
coffee grounds is a great
source of plant nutrition.
“Composting is an easy
complementary

great way of recycling wa-
ter. “You should not be us-
ing drinking water for gar-
dening; use grey water,”
says Dr. Rajendra, who has
also actively been involved
in Oota from your Thota
(OfyT), a regular event
held all across the city for
gardening enthusiasts. Ac-
cording to him, urban gar-
dening ensures cleaner,
more nutritious food, pro-
mototes greenery and fos-
ters biodiversity. “It pro-
vides an opportunity for
children to learn and el-
ders to spend time in the
garden,” he says.

It also is a way to drive
awareness about a more
sustainable, healthier lifes-
tyle. “No one bothers if
you tell people that their
lake is getting polluted. But
if you tell people that there
is zinc in their palak or
some other chemical in
their cabbage, they will be
more conscious,” says Su-
resh, an opinion shared by
Shameek.

“People who home gar-
den are more sensitised as
a family,” he says, pointing
out that growing one’s own
food offers people the
chance to take control
back to a certain extent,
giving food the importance

it deserves. “If you take
care of your food, you will
spend less on hospital
visits.”

Challenges and
solutions

Admittedly, the average
person foraying into urban
farming for the first time
can find the process chal-
lenging. Pest and disease
are a problem, as is labour
scarcity, availability of re-
sources and simply aware-
ness about how to start.

Akshayakalpa Organic’s
CEO, Shashi Kumar, who
has long championed the
need for sustainable agri-
cultural  practices and
cleaner food, agrees that
the high setup costs, lack
of experience, expert gui-
dance, time, and aware-
ness can act as a deterrent.
“Integrating farming into
academic curricula from a
young age is essential, fos-
tering skills and aware-
ness,” he says. Shashi firm-
ly believes that addressing
challenges in sustainable
living requires collective
action and governmental
intervention.

“Communities should
unite for larger shared
spaces, urging the govern-
ment to enforce rules man-
dating adequate space,
rainwater ~management,
solar energy utilisation,
and restrictions on cars
per home, emulating suc-
cessful practices like those
in Australia.”

It helps, he says, that in-
novative approaches such
as aquaponics, hydropon-
ics, vertical and rooftop
gardening, microgreens,
and technology-integrated
solutions are gaining popu-
larity for their space effi-
ciency and water conserva-
tion. Additionally, in-situ
composting has become
more accessible, comple-
mented by community gar-
den initiatives where apart-
ment residents collectively
participate in urban farm-
ing and composting.

“This collaborative ef-
fort promotes sustainable
practices and nurtures a
shared responsibility for
environmental  well-be-
ing,” says Shashi.
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Decentralisation

BBMP to bring PGs under regulations

Move Follows Complaints Against Shared Accommodations In Residential Areas

Photo for representation

Santoshkumar.B
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With paying gu-
est (PG) accommodation
numbers having crossed
20,000 in Bengaluru and still
counting, Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
has decided to bring these es-
tablishments underaregula-
tory framework.

The BBMP move follows
complaints from several re-
sident welfare organisations
and citizen groups about
how many residential neigh-
bourhoods are slowly being
turned into commercial are-
as with a spurt in PG accom-
modations.

“It is a segment that has
not been touched by any go-
vernment agency. Many buil-
dings get converted into PGs
to cash in on the demand for
housing, mostly triggered by
outstation students and yo-
ung working professionals.
Some PGs, which operate
from ramshackle buildings
or are overcrowded, collect
hefty rents from occupants,”
aBBMP official said.

BBMP chief commissio-
ner Tushar Giri Nath, while
stating that there are cur-
rently no guidelines gover-
ning PGs, said: “We are wor-
kingon a framework to regu-
late them. The new rules,
among other things, would

The owners of some PG accommodations,

LNy,

which operate out of ramshackle buildings
or are overcrowded, collect hefty rents from
occupants. It is high time the operations of
PGs were streamlined, a BBMP official said

look at restricting the maxi-
mum number of guests per
room, thenumber of washro-
oms/toilets that need to be
provided by the operators,
safety and health matters.”

He added: “We learned
there is no limit on the num-
ber of guestsand that the ow-
nersaccommodate more peo-
ple than what a room or faci-
lity could [ideally] hold.”

He added that people had
complained toBBMPagainst
PGs and sought action aga-
inst those overcrowded faci-
lities. A resident had once
complained about a foul

smell emanating from the
window of a PG accommoda-
tion next door. The stench
was later attributed to an un-
hygienic toilet at the shared
accommodation.

While complaints are pri-
marily against a few specific
PGs only, the BBMP’s move
will impact all such faciliti-
es. According to the PG Ow-
ners’ Association of Benga-
luru, the city has more than
20,000 such facilities that ac-
commodate over 17 lakh wor-
king professionals and stu-
dents. Association president
Arun Kumar told TOI there

PG FACILITY COST STARTS FROM 35,000

Gaccommodations

usually comeupin
residential pockets located
closetocolleges andtech
companies. A large number of
these facilities can be found
on the Outer Ring Road, in
Whitefield, Mahadevapura,
BTM Layout, SG Palya, and
Koramangala.

Monthly PGrentalsin
Bengaluruwere hiked by
around Rs 2,000 over the last
two years. The monthly
average rentranges between
Rs 8,000 and 10,000, with 90 per
centof these
accommodations run by
locals. APGtypically has
around 20 rooms. Cramped

were multiple agencies that
werealready lookingintothe
operations of PGs.

“Most PG owners have ta-
ken trade licences. We don’t
know why BBMP has sud-
denly turned its attention on
us; separate rules or guideli-
nesare not necessary. In fact,
BBMP and other govern-
ment agencies should sup-
port our business as it provi-
des accommodation and se-
curity to working professio-
nals and students,” he said.
“With rents in Bengaluru
skyrocketing, making resi-
dential arrangements for in-

spaces and common toilets
are complaints thatare
routinely associated with
these accommodations. “Any
person can findagood
accommodationif he/sheis
ready to pay between Rs 8,000
andRs12,000. They cangeta
double-sharing roomwithan
attachedtoilet. They canalso
getgood quality food,” said
Sandhya G, residentofaPGin
Hennur.Owners of PG
facilities that have been put up
on free advertising sites have
listed their monthly rents
ranging from Rs 5,500 to Rs
25,700, with Rs 25,700 charged
forasingleroomwithACin
Bellandurarea.

dividuals without PGs is im-
possible. PGs are economical
for working professionals
and students,” Kumar said.

However, BBMP officials
pointed out that PGs were
not contributing to the ex-
chequer despite collecting
hefty rents from the occu-
pants. “PGs located on the ci-
ty outskirts operate from bu-
ildings that do not have kha-
tas. A few PGspay tariff atdo-
mestic rates for water and
power consumption by not
declaring themselves as com-
mercial establishments,” a
BBMP official added.
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KSRTC to venture into logistics

business with 20 trucks

The trucks, each with six-tonne capacity, are intended to cater to diverse clusters in Karnataka

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he Karnataka State
|I Road  Transport
Corporation

(KSRTC) is set to enter the
logistics business by de-
ploying 20 fully-equipped
trucks with the aim of en-
hancing non-ticket reve-
nue. Based on its extensive
connectivity and resourc-
es, including depots across
Karnataka, the State-
owned corporation will di-
versify into the logistics bu-
siness, Transport Minister
Ramalinga Reddy told The
Hindu.

In 2021, the KSRTC
launched ‘Namma Cargo’
services, enabling State
road transport corpora-
tions, excluding the BMTC,
to transport parcels in bus-
es as a revenue-generating
initiative. Expanding upon
this established cargo ser-
vice, the KSRTC will furth-
er get into the logistics sec-
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tor by inducting trucks into
its fleet.

“We used to outsource
our parcel services to ex-
ternal agencies, generating
approximately ¥4 crore in
annual revenue. Then we
introduced Namma Cargo,
where we exclusively oper-
ate the service and offer a
20% commission to exter-
nal agencies. We have
achieved a monthly reve-

2023

nue of 1.1 crore. Now, as a
pilot initiative, we are ad-
ding 20 trucks with the an-
ticipation of expanding the
size of this fleet in the com-
ing days. Our goal is to
reach an annual income of
2100 crore from the logis-
tics business,” said Mr.
Reddy.

According to the Minis-
ter, the KSRTC purchased
the trucks at a price of 17

lakh per vehicle. These ful-
ly-equipped trucks, each
with a six-tonne capacity,
are intended to cater to di-
verse clusters, such as
fruits, vegetables, textiles,
and pharmaceuticals.

V. Anbukumar, Manag-
ing Director of KSRTC,
said: “KSRTC, built on
trust and respect from the
people, is stepping into the
logistics sector. We antici-
pate success for the new
venture and our trucks will
serve various clusters in
the State, particularly in
agriculture, textiles, and
automobile, where five to
six-tonne loading vehicles
are in demand for tran-
sporting goods.”

KSRTC has crafted a lo-
go featuring dark blue
branding for its trucks. Ac-
cording to officials, this
choice symbolises reliabili-
ty, authority, and know-
ledge, highlighting the sig-
nificance of the dark blue
colour in KSRTC trucks.
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