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AGRICULTURE

Drought-hit farmers in State lost
crops worth 333,000 crore: CM

He was addressing a packed audience at the inaugural of Krishi Mela 2023 on Gandhi Krishi Vigyana Kendra campus

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

armers in Karnataka
Fhave incurred crop

and harvest losses of
a whopping 33,000 crore
so far this year due to
drought, erratic weather
conditions, and other vag-
aries of nature, said Chief
Minister  Siddaramaiah
here on Friday.

He was addressing a
packed audience of agr-
i fraternity comprising
farmers, agri/horti scien-
tists, and students of agri-
culture and horticulture at
the inaugural of Krishi Me-
la 2023 on Gandhi Krishi
Vigyana Kendra (GKVK)
campus at Yelahanka in
the city.

Of the losses, farmers
could be compensated on-
ly up to 17,000 crore and
therefore the net loss of
farmers due to drought
and subsequent crop loss-
es has been 16,000 crore,
he further said.

Commenting on the
economics of farming, Mr.
Siddaramaiah stated farm-
ing has to be made profita-
ble and economically via-
ble and that was the only
way to retain farmers on
their farms.

“Today, young children

SUDHAKARA JAIN

of farmers do not want to
pursue farming and are as-
piring to leave their farms
for cities. We should make
agriculture an attractive
field for all. The University
of Agriculture Sciences has

& PR b1 43

Visitors at the Krishi Mela on GKVK campus in Bengaluru on Friday.
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a critical role to play in this
context,” he insisted. He
said agriculture universi-
ties are no more mills that
produce agriculture grad-
uates year after year, but
should be R&D centres and

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Nov.18, 2023

innovation hubs that deve-
loped newer, drought and
pest resistant varieties of
crop. “Developing robust
crop varieties are impor-
tant especially when our
State has been facing
drought in every 4 to 5
years gap,” Mr. Siddara-
maiah observed.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Deputy Chief Minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar said
farmers in Chickballapur,
Kolar, Ramanagara, and
Bengaluru Rural districts
were very progressive and
growing their crops with li-
mited availability of water-
. They were also exporting
their produce to other
states and thereby increas-
ing their incomes. Our
farmers in other districts

too should learn how to
use water judiciously, he
said.

Awards

Five farmers and one agri
scientist were recognised
for their work at Krishi Me-
la under various catego-
ries. The farmers were
Manjunath B.R., Rajendra
HT.,, Manjegowda B.G.,
B.P. Vasu, and Ratnamama
AV. M.A. Dhananjay, Prin-
cipal Scientist at ITHR, was
recognised as best agri
scientist.

The opening day of the
four-day Krishi Mela re-
ceived over 1.31 lakh visi-
tors and visitations are ex-
pected to cross 2 lakh on
Saturday and Sundays. It
closes on Monday.



Karnataka records
34% northeast
monsoon deficiency

Seasonal cumulative rainfall in State
From Oct. 1 to Nov. 17 (in mm)

Actual Normal
rainfall (until | rainfall
Now. 17)

Coastal Karnataka
Morth Interior Karnataka

Departure
from
normal

-11
-1

South Interior Karnataka -23
Total (Karnataka) -36
Source: IMD

Jahnavi T.R.
BENGALURU

After a poor southwest
monsoon  season, the
northeast monsoon, which
arrived in Karnataka in Oc-
tober, has also failed to
gain pace, resulting in 34%
deficient rainfall in the
State, according to India
Meteorological ~ Depart-
ment (IMD), Bengaluru.

Other than Hassan, My-
suru, and Kodagu districts,
which have received above
normal rainfall, most dis-
tricts have recorded rain-
fall deficiency during the
northeast monsoon.

The Coastal Karnataka
region, with a total rainfall
of 212.7 mm between Oc-
tober 1 and November 17,
has seen deficiency of -1,
while North Interior Kar-
nataka has recorded defi-
ciency of -71 with 34.9 mm
rainfall. All districts in the
regions have deficiency. In
South Interior Karnataka,
there is a departure of -23
mm from normal with a to-
tal rainfall of 134.5 mm.

Bengaluru Urban
Despite a few spells of rain
last week, Bengaluru Ur-
ban district also has a defi-
ciency of 18 mm rainfall.
While the normal quantum
of rainfall for the period is
182.8 mm, so far, the dis-
trict has received 149.3 mm
rainfall.

A. Prasad, scientist at
IMD Bengaluru, said: “If
the State gets above nor-
mal, heavy rainfall only
then would the deficiency
reduce. However, accord-
ing to our forecast, there
will be normal rainfall in

the next few weeks in the
State. Moreover, a deep de-
pression in Bay of Bengal,
which has now trans-
formed into cyclone Midhi-
li, which is crossing over to
the Bangladesh coast, has
also absorbed moisture,
resulting in less rains
here”

He also said that while
there might be isolated
rainfall in Coastal Karnata-
ka over the next few days,
on November 19 and 20,
there would be light or nor-
mal rainfall in South Inte-
rior Karnataka.

No chills this winter

On November 14, the _

maximum temperature
in Bengaluru fell to 25°C
with many experiencing
a cool nip in the air. The
weatherman pointed out
that this sudden drop in
temperature along with
cloudy conditions and
gusty winds from the east
brought a bout of cold,
cough, and fever.

While the IMD official-
ly considers January 1 as
the starting date of win-
ter, in the State, the ef-
fects of the setting in of
the season can be felt
from December second
week. Although the offi-
cial winter bulletin is yet
to arrive, the weather-
man said that this year’s
winter will be less cool
than the previous year’s
due to El Nino.

“It is doubtful that the
temperature will drop to
15°C or 16°C. Tt might not
be too cold. It would just
be normal winter temper-
ature or a little more than
that,” Mr. Prasad said.

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Nov.18, 2023




Drought-hit stateappeals
for I50MGNREGA days

BENGALURU, DHNS: Deputy
Chief Minister D K Shivakumar
on Friday said the Karnataka
government has appealed to
the central government to
increase the guaranteed
man-days under the Mahat-
ma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) from 100 days
to 150 days, as over 200 taluks
havebeendeclared drought-hit
in the state.

Hewasspeaking at theinau-
gural ceremony of Krishi Mela
2023 at Gandhi Krishi Vigyan
Kendra campusin Bengaluru.

Shivakumar urged the Uni-
versity of Agricultural Scienc-
es-Bangalore to undertake
greater research to help farm-
ers increase their yield so that
theycan continue farming and
not sell their lands under any
conditions.

“The farmers of Bengaluru

Rural, Chikkaballapura and
Kolar districts are role models
for the entire country as they
have achieved considerable
success in farming of vege-
tables, fruits and flowers, be-
sides revolutionising silk and
milk production,” he said. The
farmers in these districts are
making useof scarceresources
toearn greatreturns, he added.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, who inaugurated the
mela, urged farmers to keep
the “green revolution” going.
“For this to happen, new vari-
eties, new medicines,improved
soil fertility, technological in-
novation, fair pricesto farmers
and godowns for storage need
tobe set-up. Sustainable farm-
ing and agriculture growth is
possible only then,” he said,
emphasising the need to de-
velop climate and disease-re-
sistant crops.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Nov.18, 2023




Farmers air their grievances and
submit a slew of demands to CM

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

A delegation of farmers
from Karnataka State Su-
garcane Cultivators Asso-
ciation met Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah at his resi-
dence in the city on Satur-
day and submitted a slew
of demands including a
higher Fair and Remunera-
tive Price (FRP) for the
crop.

The delegation was led
by the association presi-
dent Kurubur Shanthaku-
mar who said that private
sugar mills in the Mysuru-
Chamarajanagar belt were
denying the farmers a re-
munerative price on crop
procurement.

“This was in contrast to
the situation elsewhere in
the State where private su-
gar mills were procuring
the crop at a higher rate as
the demand had exceeded
supply,” he added. Though
as many as four meetings
had been conducted bet-
ween the authorities and
the factory management,
the issue was yet to be re-
solved and the district in
charge minister H.C. Maha-
devappa has not respond-
ed, said Mr. Shanthaku-

mar.

Nearly 25,000 farmers
from Varuna assembly seg-
ment supply sugarcane to
the private factory in the
region and yet their inter-
est was not being upheld
by the government, he ad-
ded. The delegation came
down heavily on the State
government attitude to-
wards the farmers and said
that it was similar to that of
the Union government’s
which tried to suppress the
farmers agitation against
farm laws in Delhi last year.

“You were in the Oppo-

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Nov.19, 2023
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A delegation of farmers with Chief Minister Siddaramaiah at his
residence in Mysuru on Saturday . M.A. SRIRAM

sition and had described
the Modi’s government’s
tactics to break farmers ag-
itation as anti-democratic
and had supported the
farmers’ cause. But now
the administrative machin-
ery of the State was dis-
playing similar highhan-
dedness,” said MTr.
Shanthakumar in his inte-
raction with Siddara-
maiah.

The farmers were airing
their grouse on their pre-
ventive detention by the
police at midnight on Fri-
day. “The police should be

cautioned against resort-
ing to such tactics which is
reserved for anti-social ele-
ments,” Mr. Shanthakumar
added. The delegation
urged the Chief Minister to
take steps to release funds
to the farmers as drought
relief measure. Farmers
are in distress and an im-
mediate release of funds
will help them tide over
the crisis, said the mem-
bers of the delegation.

It is not enough to de-
clare the State as drought-
affected and relief mea-
sures should be in place,
the delegates added.

Other demands includ-
ed the supply of 10 hours
of electricity during day
and, higher Fair and Re-
munerative Price for sugar-
cane to match the cultiva-
tion cost. In response to
the farmers, Mr. Siddara-
maiah assured the farmers
that the government would
uphold their collective in-
terests. The Chief Minister
also said that a meeting of
sugar mills will be con-
vened on November 21 to
thrash out the issue. He as-
sured the delegation that
the police would be direct-
ed to be more thoughtful
dealing with the farmers.



Danger looms as
pesticides rule
India’s farms

Deadly pesticides
continuetobe
indiscriminately
soldand used in the
absence of legislation,
regulatory processes
and food testing
mechanisms

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

n November 14, the Euro-
pean Commission sounded
analarm. The importof
turmeric powder from India
into the EU territories posed
a‘serious’risk, it said. The notification
came after residues of chlorpyrifos, a
pesticide banned in several countries,
were found in a sample tested in Ger-
many. Chlorpyrifos was banned after
scientific evidence found that it posed a
direct threat to the health of children.

Interestingly, chlorpyrifos was one
of 27 deadly pesticides that the Union
government proposed to ban in 2020.
However, it soon made a u-turn, choos-
ing to limit the ban to four pesticides.
The Centre’s volte-face was the result of
heavy lobbying from the agrochemical
industry, activists who have worked on
the issue for decades said.

The unmitigated and unregulated
use of such toxic pesticides persists
today. Data from the Union Ministry
of Agriculture and Farmers Wel-
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r spaying pesticides o groudnut ad aize cropsin oajji village

Davangere district. bH PHOTO/SATISH BADIGER

INSIGHT

fare shows about 60,000 tonnes of
chemical pesticides were used annually
between 2017-18 and 2021-22. Farmers
are waging a multi-pronged war, forced
to contend with new pests and diseases.
For them, spraying more pesticides is
ameasure taken to “avoid the risk” of
losing the crop.

Parvataiah, a paddy farmer from
Hosahalli near Gangavathi of Koppal
district, said the situation has changed
drastically in the last few years. “We are
advised by companies to spray chem-
icals even before planting. Seeds are
coated with one chemical or the other
before sowing. This started about four
years ago. You have to understand that
no farmeris in a position to take the risk
of aloweryield,” he said.

Paddy farmers more or less engage
in a gamble when they begin cultivation
due to the high input costs, Parvataiah

explained. The situation of those who
cultivate RNR 15048, a variety dubbed
‘sugar-free rice’ by marketers from Ta-
mil Nadu, illustrates the monumental
change in the use of pesticides.

“While the department issues
correct information, companies come
to the village and hold a camp where
pesticide usage is promoted on an LCD
screen. The screen shows images of
rich green crops. Regardless of what
officials recommend, farmers are
convinced by the advertisements or
shops selling pesticides. So, in the place
of 60 gram fungicide or pesticide, more
thandouble is sprayed just to make sure
that they get the best crops,” he said.

The consequence is that consuming
food contaminated with pesticides has
devastating short-term and long-term
impacts. In fact, a study by Pesticides
Action Network-India (PAN-India)
found that 56 pesticides used in India
were carcinogenic.

» Pesticide use, PaEe 2

Continued...




PESTICIDE USE
ON THE RISE

Globally, almost
3 billion wnnesor | More
pesticides are deployed ma‘:;‘:e"
annually, with a total Desticides
cost of approximately

are utilised
$40 billion. in Asia.
India stands

Nird

in pesticide use in the
continent.

O of total crop
(78%) yield in India is
O fostaue topests. Ao
of the total
,T:,E:ts :’I‘c :g;,a / /k cultivated area
Tren Al || ERE
- ;
The production | Import of =
RS 31,600 | ofpesticides | pesticides | Insectcides
crore hasgrownby | hasgrown highest
in 2024, growing | 19% by share in total
atanannualrate | jnthelastfive | 14.7% | pesticide use
of 8.1%. years. since 2018, | inindia.

Dunng the last five years, the incidence of pesticide residues in
various commodities has increased from 1.2 to 2.6%

Nearly half of all fruits and vegetables
are grown using pesticides

Oilseeds

= Total area of cultivation (in ‘000 hectares)

e Area where pesticides are used
(in ‘000 hectares)
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250000 [ 207,562
141,555
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98812 147,349
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Andhra [ 1689

Ban spurious
pesticides

Pesticide use

Closeto 38insecticides hadimmunotoxic
effects and 81 caused disruption in endo-
crine and hormone function. “Children
are especially vulnerable to the impacts
of pesncndes aas they can affect brain de-

Pradesh 2,001 State-wise
‘ 1,608 use of
Gujarat - 1775
I 4015
Harvana s 4066 Pesticide
> Jrarkbang M646 use in 2018-19
W 450 —
_— 1524 _ Pesticide
Karnataka - 1669 usein 2022-23
Pulses . 995 i i
figures in mt
Kerala M504

Madhya M 540
Pradesh M 598

11,746
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[ 1,901

Tamil Nadu 1052

I 4,894

Telangan: p— 4 920

3,190

west Bengal ey 3570

Sales of the most-used

pesticides have risen
in Karnataka
Sales sales
in
2021 2022
(incr) | (incr)

Glyphosate 41% SL 154 162
Emamectin
5%5G 82 91

Coragen185%SC | 54 | 76
Glyphosate 71%5G | 59.91 | 64.01
Pexalon 10% SC 57 | 62

Chronic exposure to
pesticides has been linked to

® Respiratory disorders

® Cancer

© Congenital malformations

© Problems in the reproductive system
® Depression

® Anxiety

® Parkinson’s and Alzheimer's diseases
® Respiratory disorders

© Neurodegenerative disorders

Regulation

As of 2022, the Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare has banned or
phased out 46 pesticides and

4 pesticide formulations for import,
manufacture or use in the country.

Inaddition, 8 pesticide | 9 pesticides

registrations have have been
been withdrawn. placed under
restricted
NG use.

" the
report said.
Food conlammauon presents both im-
m danger
ers.Iti

and pulses, that contain more residue,

reveal tests conducted by the Pesticide

Residue & Food Quality Analysis Labora-

tory, University of Agricultural Sciences,
ichur,

Residue monitoring
Prabhuraj A, professor of agricultural
entomology, and the head of the lab, said
that the results were sent to the Centre,
hichisinvolvedin anational-evel project
tostudy residues. “We testabout 100 sam-
ples every month, of which atleast 40 are
vegetables. Cereals and pulses make up
therest. About 30%of the vegetables con-
tainresidues. Inasample, the presence of
one pesticide may be below the maximum
residue level (MRL) but what is concern-
ing is results that indicate the residues of
multiple pesticides, sometimes four tosix

The professor said the most commonly
found insecticides belong to the class of
monocrotophos (acutely toxic to birds
and humans, banned in September 2023),
pyrethroids (which cause dizziness and
convulsions among other serious health
issues),as well as fungicides (affecting skin
and eyes).

The reason behind the concurrent use
of multiple pesticides, according to Sujay
Hurali,an entomologist at UAS Raichur’s

er limits set by oountnes Inke lhe United

duetothe pesticide industrylobby. So, we

Statesof Ameri Europe:

an Union. Thedifferencein standards for

pesticide residue is one reason why many
: o i e T g d

arenotonly were
there before 1968 butalsonew ones which
areonly ‘dcemedtaberegm_ered ‘without

flagged as contaminated food.
Addmonnlly research has shown that

"hesaid.
Donthi sald the proposed bill has been
pending ever SII:ICE it was referred to a

theuseof|

for India, even within ‘recommended’ or
‘safety’ levels, also contributes to biodi-
versity loss. Continued use was found to
impact invertebrates and fungi that pro-
mote soil health For farmers caught in
uncertai climate
change and avolatile agriculture market,
the long-term importance of biodiversity
has not yet hit home.

Opacity in proceedings related to the
reporting and regulation of pesticide use
has not helped matters. In January 2023,
the FSSAl filed a report before the Nation-
al Human Rights Commission i mamam:r

standing The bill still con-
tains the provisions that allow deemed
registration. “The new bill should clarify
several legal matters to ensure hazard
ous agrochemicals are checked,” he said.
PAN-India has been highlighting India’s
poor record in regulating pesticides.

An expert committee set up in 2013 by
the Union government toreview 66 pesti-
cides banned or restricted in other coun-
mes. but uscd in lndla, made recommen-

theser
impacts caused by the use of pesticides.
However, there has been little progress
on the recommendations.

L) by

pertaining to pesticide
food crops. Thestatutory body had 1ssued
anoticeto FSSAIto curb the excessive use
of pesticides. An official in the FSSAI's
head office told DH that the report was

pi as‘natural’al-
ternati icals, h da
major challenge due to poor regulanon
Parvataiah said a cocktail of chemicals is
often sold under the tag of biopesticides
invillages

part of the NHRC proceedings and could
notbe shared.

gregular
monitoring wnhm:hecnumry, alertssent
out by bodies like the Rapid Alert System
for Food and Feed (RASFF) or the Food
and Drug Administration of the United
States serve as regular reminders.
Chandra Bhushan, an expert who has
studied the issue for years, noted that
the products under testing in the EU and
the US were supposed to be of superior,
‘export quality’. “Unfortunately, within
India, thereis alack ofinformation about
regular tests. Testing of random samples
is key to underslanding the qualiry of the

often fall for the scam.

Spurious pesticides

The farmer’s claim is backed by the data
from the Agriculture Department where
the vigilance wing is seeing a steady in-
crease in the number of use cases of
spurious pesticides (illegal or non-gen-
uine pesticides), including some sold as

bio-pesticides.
In2019-20, ofl'cnals recordcd three in-
cident: d 816 kg of

spurious pesticides. Until last month, the
number of cases has increased to 70 with
seuuresgomgume ll9lxtresand 14, 534

e Sai
The RASFF has ralscd more than 100

eincreasing be-
causc th demand continues to grow. We

research station at G: hi, owes to
farmers'hope to better protect crops. “In
rice samples, we are seeing an increased
fungicide residue. Farmers, especially
those in Andhra Pradesh’s Godavari belt,
spray it 10 to 15 days before the harvest.
Theybelieveitgives a polished look tothe
grain and helps in marketing,” he said.
Though the Union government
launched the Monitoring of Pesticide

aler inrice,
cereals. fruits and other food products
fromIndia. Thisyearalone, 128 alertswere
issued. Of the 802 alerts raised between
2020 and 2023, the RASFF classified
589 (73.4%) as serious, 22 as potentially
seriousand 15asa ‘potential risk’. Only 34
were ‘non-serious’alerts.

Legislation

Residues at National Level pr

It was of food

in 2005-06, very little data is available to
understand the depth ofthe problem. The
schemeissteered by the All India Network
Project on Pesticide Residue (AINP-PR)
under the ICAR-Indian Agricultural Re-
search Institute, Delhi.

samples in 1958 that resulted in over 100
deaths, that prompted the government
to put the Insecticides Act 1968 in place.
However, currently, the law has been
found to be highly inadequate in dealing
with the growing number of agrochemi-
cals ﬂoodmg thefields,asdesperate farm-

2019 marked one of the ﬁrst years that
AINP-PR’swork the

Food Safety and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) reported on the testing of
the 23,660 samples of vegetables, fruits,
spices, curry leaves, rice, wheat, pulses,
egg, meat and water. About 20% of the
samples (4,510) tested positive for pes-

ticide residues. Of the 12,821 bl

erspintheirhop hetoxic ch to
protect their crops.

Based on the information obtained un-
der RTI, activists from the PAN-India re-
vealed thata whopping 62 pesticides that
areused widelyin Indiawereonly ‘deemed
toberegistered' with no specified MRL.

ReddyDonthi, policyexpert

samples tested, 18.7% had residues. Of
the 2,274 samples of fruits, 21.7% had
residues.

The FSSAI claimed that pesticide resi-
dues exceeded the safety limits (MRL) in
only2.2%of the 23,660 samples. However,
activists have long pointed out problems
in India’s MRL when compared with saf-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&2, Nov.19, 2023

and honorary director of PAN-India, said
India is in urgent need of a pcqncxdc bill
which would address the chall of

are creating among farmers,”
aseniorofficial told DH.

However, even this crackdown on spu-
rious products, Donthi noted, spurious
products was aimed more at protecting
patented formulasof ‘bigcompanies’. “We
need a structural change and that has to
begin with rules that prioritise health and
safety. Implementation of such regula-
tions will reveal the truth about the real
quality of food products we are consum-
ing,” he said.

Some developed countries have woken
up to the challenge, with the EU banning
and the USrestricting several nicotinoids,
agroup of widely used insecticides found
to be hazardous to pollinating bees. The
EU went a step further, adopting a res-
olution in February 2023 to restrict the
import of products that contain traces of
nicotinoids above a set MRL.

While the restriction will come into
force after 36 months, India has already
raised concerns at the World Trade Or-
ganisation and urged the EU to defer
the matter to ensure that the export of
agricultural and horticultural productsis
notaffected.

the current situation. “The first draft of
anupdated bill camein 2008 but nothing
happened. The latest one is the Pesticide

Have your say

Management Bill of 2020 which had
good provisions but it has been put aside
\ %

your
insight@deccanherald.co.in




Concern over water levels in Cauvery basin dams

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

The water levels in the four
major reservoirs in the
Cauvery basin of the State
have dipped to nearly half
of their cumulative gross
capacity and is a pointer to
the unfolding crisis in the
weeks ahead.

The available quantum
should not only meet the
drinking water require-
ments of major towns and
cities, including Bengaluru
and Mysuru, but should
last till the onset of mon-
soon next year which is so-
metime in June.

The cumulative storage
in Krishnaraja Sagar (KRS),
Kabini, Hemavathi, and
Harangi was 59.07 thou-
sand million cubic ft
(tmcft) as on Saturday 18 as
against the gross capacity
of 114.57 tmcft or 51.56 per
cent of the storage capaci-

2 e SN
as on Sunday.

ty. The storage position in
the reservoirs during the
same period last year was
100.69 tmcft.

Water level at the KRS
was 100.62 ft on Saturday
as against the full reservoir
level of 124.80 ft and the
live storage was 23.30
tmcft as against the gross
capacity of 49.45 tmcft.
The storage position on the
same day last year was

St -

Afile photo of water level at the KRS which was hovering at 100 feet

46.84 tmcft. At Hemavathi
reservoir, the level was
2,893.73 ft as against the
FRL of 2,922 ft. The live
storage was 16.23 tmcft as
against the storage capaci-
ty of 37.10 tmcft, and the
storage position on the
same day last year was
32.92 tmcft.

The gross storage capac-
ity of Kabini is 19.52 tmcft
as against which the availa-

Concern over water
levels in reservoirs

But with respect to other districts that include
Chamarajanagar, Ramanagara, Bengaluru Rural,
Chickballapur, Kolar, Tumakuru, Davangere, Chi-
tradurga, and Bengaluru Urban the deficiency
ranges from 26 to 55 per cent which will accen-
tuate the drought conditions.

Source: The Hindu, p.1&3, Nov. 20, 2023

ble storage on Saturday
was 14.32 tmcft while at Ha-
rangi the quantum of wa-
ter available was 5.23 tmcft
as against the storage ca-
pacity of 8.50 tmcft.

Having suffered a 26 per
cent rainfall deficiency
during the southwest mon-
soon season, the northeast
monsoon pattern shows a
31 per cent deficiency in
south-interior Karnataka.

Though the region is not
a major beneficiary of
northeast monsoon, it has
not received even the no-
minal quantum that could
have increased moisture
index and helped recharge
groundwater level to an ex-
tent and reduced the de-
pendence on dam.

As against the normal
rainfall of 178 mm for the
period October 1 to No-
vember 19, the region re-
ceived 124 mm.

Though the period No-

vember 1 to 19 was relative-
ly better with the region re-
ceiving 75 mm of rains as
against the normal of 40
mm, the overall rains con-
tinue to be 31 per cent be-
low normal. The cumula-
tive deficiency since June 1
is now 28 per cent, accord-
ing to Karnataka State Nat-
ural Disaster Monitoring
Centre.

Of the 11 districts in the
region only Mysuru district
has received rains that is 9
per cent above normal for
the period October 1 to No-
vember 19.

It received 205 mm of
rains during the period as
against a normal of 188 mm
while Mandya has received
180 mm as against a nor-
mal of 194 mm during the
same period, the deficien-
cy being 7 per cent.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 3



Krishi Mela sees
15.6 lakh visitors;
captures wallet
share of 5 crore

Visitors at demonstration fields at the Krishi Mela in Bengaluru
on Monday. K. MURALI KUMAR

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Despite a drought-like sit-
uation throughout Karna-
taka, Krishi Mela 2023, a
four-day farming exposi-
tion, which concluded
here on Monday, received
an encouraging response
from the farmers’ com-
munity, said S.V. Suresha,
Vice-Chancellor of the Un-
iversity of Agricultural
Sciences (UAS).

The mela, held at Gand-
hi Krishi Vigyana Kendra
(GKVK) campus here bet-
ween November 17 and 20
cumulatively received 15.6
lakh visitors, mostly farm-
ers, who purchased seeds,
plants, millets, poultry
items, ornamental fish,
and machinery/equipment
for farming, harvesting
and irrigation and also
tractors, tillers and other
items worth Z5 crore, he
told The Hindu.

This year’s farmer tur-
nout was slightly lower
than last year’s 17 lakh. Ho-
wever, he said the res-
ponse to this year’s mela
was certainly overwhelm-
ing especially when most
farmers were reeling un-
der drought.

“We are very happy to
see that farmers came in
large numbers despite
drought-triggered  chal-
lenges. The numbers were

quite encouraging and
they were keen to explore
all innovative technologies
and devices displayed at
Krishi Mela,” he said.

According to him, the
theme was quite suitable
to the existing ground real-
ity in agriculture and it
helped farmers to under-
stand how to farm better
during drought-like situa-
tions. A large number of
small and medium farmers
have shown interest in
farming and harvesting
machinery to reduce the
drudgery involved in agri-
culture practices, he
observed.

Some 150 farmers from
10 districts, including Ben-
galuru Urban, Bengaluru
Rural, Chickballapur, Ko-
lar, Mandya, Mysuru, Has-
san, Tumakuru, Chamaraj-
pet, and Ramanagara,
which come under UAS-B,
were honoured and cash
awarded for their best
practices and contribution
in farming.

“One young male and
one female farmer from
each taluk and district
were recognised,” he
added.

According to Dr. Su-
resha, a large number of
farmers visited the crop
museum at Krishi Mela
that showcased diverse
technologies supported by
on-the-field experience.

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Nov. 21, 2023
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A case for urban farming in the city

Many Bengalureans are discovering the allure of urban agriculture, taking pleasure in getting their hands dirty for better access to more nutritious food, and reducing environmental impact

Preeti Zachariah
BENGALURU

rijinder Kathuria
Bremembers being
conflicted between

growing more organic food
or planting more forests
for along time. “A lot of de-
forestation happens be-
cause people chop off for-
est land to farm,” says the
Bengaluru-based Brijinder,
a passionate eco-enthu-
siast who works in the
technology sector. Then,
he stumbled upon perma-
culture farming, a way of
creating synergetic, sus-
tainable agriculture sys-
tems that closely resemble
natural  ecosystems—in
short, you're making food
forests. “That hit the sweet
spot,” says the former ho-
telier, who went on to cul-
tivate a food forest with pe-
rennial plants like
bananas, coffee, coconut
and jackfruit on his 5000
sq ft plot, enough to sus-
tain himself for anywhere
between 1.5 to 2 months,
he says. “Freshly plucked
food takes taste a new le-
vel,” says the former hote-
lier, who admits to always
being drawn to fresh food
and ingredients.

Like Brijinder, many
Bengalureans are discover-
ing the allure of urban agri-
culture, taking pleasure in
getting their hands dirty,
for many or all these rea-
sons: better access to more
nutritious food, creating
communities, reducing en-
vironmental impact, ma-
naging mental health and
connecting to nature. As a
recent publication by the
Indian Institute for Human
Settlements (IIHS), the re-
sult of a three-year-long re-
search project titled Sow-
ing Sustainable
Cities points out, “urban
and peri-urban agriculture
is gaining in popularity
and impact, and can be-
come a critical strategy for
transitioning towards sus-
tainable urban futures.”

So, where does Bengalu-
ru stand as a city when it
comes to creating urban
foodscapes? What are the
inherent advantages of-
fered by this former gar-

den city when it comes to
cultivating green spaces?
What challenges do city
slickers face when it comes
to growing their own food?
And how does succeeding
in doing so change their re-
lationship with the food on
your plate and the earth

|1

from where it springs? This
is what the city’s urban
farmers have to say.

Farming and the city

“It is difficult to kill a plant
in Bengaluru,” says Sheetal
Patil, a senior research
consultant at ITHS who was
part of the research pro-
ject. The soils, she points
out, are fertile, while the
weather is favourable
throughout the year for
growing.“The weather is
not extreme,” agrees agri-
scientist and entomologist
Dr. Rajendra Hegde of Gar-
den City Farmers, a city-
based trust founded by the
late B.N. Viswanath, which
promotes urban farming.
The humidity and number
of rainy days in the city are
also favourable for garden-
ing, says Dr. Rajendra, ad-
ding that today, lakhs of
people have food gardens
in the city.

“We can grow things all
through the year here,”
says Bengaluru-based ar-
tist Suresh Kumar G., the
founder of Sarjapura Cur-
ries, a city-based commun-
ity farm that seeks to revive
forgotten native plants and

d nature .

Urban farming helps people connect more deeply with their food an

weeds. Moreover, as he
points out, the city has al-
ways had an active garden
culture right from the days
of Hyder Ali. “The British
experimented in Lal Bagh,
t00,” says Suresh. “It made
sense to grow vegetables
here.”

Not surprisingly, there is
a large, well-connected
gardening community in
the city who “chat, ex-
change ideas and take
pride in how good their
garden is,” says Sheetal.
“Seeing and following
some of the practices is in-
spiring” Dr. Rajendra,
whose organisation has

played a pivotal role in in-
creasing awareness about
the practice through work-
shops and lectures, says
that there are today over 25
terrace gardening groups
in the city, each having a
minimum of 50-60 mem-
bers. “They meet every
month, share information,
purchase materials for gar-
dening together, and so
on,” he says.

The city’s agro-climatic
zone,  cosmopolitanism
and sprawl have also
played a role in driving the
movement, believes Sha-
meek Chakravarty of Far-
mizen, a farm-to-fork mar-

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Nov. 22, 2023

ketplace that connects
organic farmers to con-
sumers which, among oth-
er offerings, allows you to
rent a mini-farm to grow
your own food. “There are
some nice peri-urban
farms that are very accessi-
ble since the city has been
growing,” he says, adding
that many small farms are
also found inside the ci-
ty. And yes, it helps that
the awareness and interest
around health is high in
Bengaluru. “If you go to a
party in Mumbai, everyone
is talking about real estate.
But if you go to a party in
Bengaluru, they will be

The city’s
agro-climatic zone,
mopolital

sprawl have also
played a role in
driving the
movement

talking about intermittent

fasting,” says Shameek
with a laugh. “This also has
arole to play,” he believes.

Why garden

Urban farming isn’t just
about growing your own
food. “It is about expand-
ing our imagination,” says
Siddharth Lakshman,
Partner, Bangalore Crea-
tive Circus (BCC), who has
been deeply involved in
developing the hydropon-
ics, aquaponics and per-
maculture food forest at
BCC.

“Agriculture is not just
about yield but about
creating ecosystems you
can learn from, appreciate
and experience,” he says,
pointing out that it is also
about participating in a
natural cycle where noth-
ing is wasted and the out-
put of one system becomes
the input of another. Com-

post made of wet waste
such as dried leaves, kitch-
en waste, fruit peels, and
coffee grounds is a great
source of plant nutrition.
“Composting is an easy
complementary

great way of recycling wa-
ter. “You should not be us-
ing drinking water for gar-
dening; use grey water,”
says Dr. Rajendra, who has
also actively been involved
in Oota from your Thota
(OfyT), a regular event
held all across the city for
gardening enthusiasts. Ac-
cording to him, urban gar-
dening ensures cleaner,
more nutritious food, pro-
mototes greenery and fos-
ters biodiversity. “It pro-
vides an opportunity for
children to learn and el-
ders to spend time in the
garden,” he says.

It also is a way to drive
awareness about a more
sustainable, healthier lifes-
tyle. “No one bothers if
you tell people that their
lake is getting polluted. But
if you tell people that there
is zinc in their palak or
some other chemical in
their cabbage, they will be
more conscious,” says Su-
resh, an opinion shared by
Shameek.

“People who home gar-
den are more sensitised as
a family,” he says, pointing
out that growing one’s own
food offers people the
chance to take control
back to a certain extent,
giving food the importance

it deserves. “If you take
care of your food, you will
spend less on hospital
visits.”

Challenges and
solutions

Admittedly, the average
person foraying into urban
farming for the first time
can find the process chal-
lenging. Pest and disease
are a problem, as is labour
scarcity, availability of re-
sources and simply aware-
ness about how to start.

Akshayakalpa Organic’s
CEO, Shashi Kumar, who
has long championed the
need for sustainable agri-
cultural  practices and
cleaner food, agrees that
the high setup costs, lack
of experience, expert gui-
dance, time, and aware-
ness can act as a deterrent.
“Integrating farming into
academic curricula from a
young age is essential, fos-
tering skills and aware-
ness,” he says. Shashi firm-
ly believes that addressing
challenges in sustainable
living requires collective
action and governmental
intervention.

“Communities should
unite for larger shared
spaces, urging the govern-
ment to enforce rules man-
dating adequate space,
rainwater ~management,
solar energy utilisation,
and restrictions on cars
per home, emulating suc-
cessful practices like those
in Australia.”

It helps, he says, that in-
novative approaches such
as aquaponics, hydropon-
ics, vertical and rooftop
gardening, microgreens,
and technology-integrated
solutions are gaining popu-
larity for their space effi-
ciency and water conserva-
tion. Additionally, in-situ
composting has become
more accessible, comple-
mented by community gar-
den initiatives where apart-
ment residents collectively
participate in urban farm-
ing and composting.

“This collaborative ef-
fort promotes sustainable
practices and nurtures a
shared responsibility for
environmental  well-be-
ing,” says Shashi.
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Decentralisation

BBMP to bring PGs under regulations

Move Follows Complaints Against Shared Accommodations In Residential Areas

Photo for representation

Santoshkumar.B
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With paying gu-
est (PG) accommodation
numbers having crossed
20,000 in Bengaluru and still
counting, Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
has decided to bring these es-
tablishments underaregula-
tory framework.

The BBMP move follows
complaints from several re-
sident welfare organisations
and citizen groups about
how many residential neigh-
bourhoods are slowly being
turned into commercial are-
as with a spurt in PG accom-
modations.

“It is a segment that has
not been touched by any go-
vernment agency. Many buil-
dings get converted into PGs
to cash in on the demand for
housing, mostly triggered by
outstation students and yo-
ung working professionals.
Some PGs, which operate
from ramshackle buildings
or are overcrowded, collect
hefty rents from occupants,”
aBBMP official said.

BBMP chief commissio-
ner Tushar Giri Nath, while
stating that there are cur-
rently no guidelines gover-
ning PGs, said: “We are wor-
kingon a framework to regu-
late them. The new rules,
among other things, would

The owners of some PG accommodations,

(O A

which operate out of ramshackle buildings
or are overcrowded, collect hefty rents from
occupants. It is high time the operations of
PGs were streamlined, a BBMP official said

look at restricting the maxi-
mum number of guests per
room, thenumber of washro-
oms/toilets that need to be
provided by the operators,
safety and health matters.”

He added: “We learned
there is no limit on the num-
ber of guestsand that the ow-
nersaccommodate more peo-
ple than what a room or faci-
lity could [ideally] hold.”

He added that people had
complained toBBMPagainst
PGs and sought action aga-
inst those overcrowded faci-
lities. A resident had once
complained about a foul

smell emanating from the
window of a PG accommoda-
tion next door. The stench
was later attributed to an un-
hygienic toilet at the shared
accommodation.

While complaints are pri-
marily against a few specific
PGs only, the BBMP’s move
will impact all such faciliti-
es. According to the PG Ow-
ners’ Association of Benga-
luru, the city has more than
20,000 such facilities that ac-
commodate over 17 lakh wor-
king professionals and stu-
dents. Association president
Arun Kumar told TOI there

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Nov. 18, 2023
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PG FACILITY COST STARTS FROM 35,000

Gaccommodations

usually comeupin
residential pockets located
closetocolleges andtech
companies. A large number of
these facilities can be found
on the Outer Ring Road, in
Whitefield, Mahadevapura,
BTM Layout, SG Palya, and
Koramangala.

Monthly PGrentalsin
Bengaluruwere hiked by
around Rs 2,000 over the last
two years. The monthly
average rentranges between
Rs 8,000 and 10,000, with 90 per
centof these
accommodations run by
locals. APGtypically has
around 20 rooms. Cramped

were multiple agencies that
werealready lookingintothe
operations of PGs.

“Most PG owners have ta-
ken trade licences. We don’t
know why BBMP has sud-
denly turned its attention on
us; separate rules or guideli-
nesare not necessary. In fact,
BBMP and other govern-
ment agencies should sup-
port our business as it provi-
des accommodation and se-
curity to working professio-
nals and students,” he said.
“With rents in Bengaluru
skyrocketing, making resi-
dential arrangements for in-

spaces and common toilets
are complaints thatare
routinely associated with
these accommodations. “Any
person can findagood
accommodationif he/sheis
ready to pay between Rs 8,000
andRs12,000. They cangeta
double-sharing roomwithan
attachedtoilet. They canalso
getgood quality food,” said
Sandhya G, residentofaPGin
Hennur.Owners of PG
facilities that have been put up
on free advertising sites have
listed their monthly rents
ranging from Rs 5,500 to Rs
25,700, with Rs 25,700 charged
forasingleroomwithACin
Bellandurarea.

dividuals without PGs is im-
possible. PGs are economical
for working professionals
and students,” Kumar said.

However, BBMP officials
pointed out that PGs were
not contributing to the ex-
chequer despite collecting
hefty rents from the occu-
pants. “PGs located on the ci-
ty outskirts operate from bu-
ildings that do not have kha-
tas. A few PGspay tariff atdo-
mestic rates for water and
power consumption by not
declaring themselves as com-
mercial establishments,” a
BBMP official added.
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KSRTC to venture into logistics

business with 20 trucks

The trucks, each with six-tonne capacity, are intended to cater to diverse clusters in Karnataka

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he Karnataka State
|I Road  Transport
Corporation

(KSRTC) is set to enter the
logistics business by de-
ploying 20 fully-equipped
trucks with the aim of en-
hancing non-ticket reve-
nue. Based on its extensive
connectivity and resourc-
es, including depots across
Karnataka, the State-
owned corporation will di-
versify into the logistics bu-
siness, Transport Minister
Ramalinga Reddy told The
Hindu.

In 2021, the KSRTC
launched ‘Namma Cargo’
services, enabling State
road transport corpora-
tions, excluding the BMTC,
to transport parcels in bus-
es as a revenue-generating
initiative. Expanding upon
this established cargo ser-
vice, the KSRTC will furth-
er get into the logistics sec-

The KSRTC will launch ‘Namma

e Sy

Cargo’ with the aim ofenh;ciné

T gl

KSRTC D

namma

CARGS

non-ticket revenue. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

tor by inducting trucks into
its fleet.

“We used to outsource
our parcel services to ex-
ternal agencies, generating
approximately ¥4 crore in
annual revenue. Then we
introduced Namma Cargo,
where we exclusively oper-
ate the service and offer a
20% commission to exter-
nal agencies. We have
achieved a monthly reve-

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Nov. 18, 2023

nue of 1.1 crore. Now, as a
pilot initiative, we are ad-
ding 20 trucks with the an-
ticipation of expanding the
size of this fleet in the com-
ing days. Our goal is to
reach an annual income of
2100 crore from the logis-
tics business,” said Mr.
Reddy.

According to the Minis-
ter, the KSRTC purchased
the trucks at a price of 17

14

lakh per vehicle. These ful-
ly-equipped trucks, each
with a six-tonne capacity,
are intended to cater to di-
verse clusters, such as
fruits, vegetables, textiles,
and pharmaceuticals.

V. Anbukumar, Manag-
ing Director of KSRTC,
said: “KSRTC, built on
trust and respect from the
people, is stepping into the
logistics sector. We antici-
pate success for the new
venture and our trucks will
serve various clusters in
the State, particularly in
agriculture, textiles, and
automobile, where five to
six-tonne loading vehicles
are in demand for tran-
sporting goods.”

KSRTC has crafted a lo-
go featuring dark blue
branding for its trucks. Ac-
cording to officials, this
choice symbolises reliabili-
ty, authority, and know-
ledge, highlighting the sig-
nificance of the dark blue
colour in KSRTC trucks.



320cr to 100 startups; K’taka
Ist to give aid sans equity: Min

‘100mn using digital ID systems
enabled through lIIT-B initiative’

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: Under the Ele-
vate Karnatakaprogramme,
the government will fund
around 100 startups with a
committed budget of Rs 20
crore this year. The startups
that need funding and men-
toring to scale up can apply
till December.

The government will pro-
videaone-timegrantof upto
Rs 50 lakh to each startup to

encourage
. | innovators

a /' who may ne-
e It

ed early-sta-
ge funding.
“Karnataka
is the first
state in the country to provi-
de grant-in-aid to startups
without taking equity in re-
turn. We have also done bet-
ter than private venture ca-
pitalfirmsatatime whenthe
funding industry is still tal-
kingabout slowdownsdueto
funding winter,” said IT&BT
minister Privank Kharge.
Started in 2015, the go-
vernment has so far funded
Rs 197 crore to 874 startups,
including Bounce, an elec-
tric scooter manufacturer,
and Shuhari Tech Ventures,
a fintech company run by
women. Of these startups
that got funding, 24% are
from Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities,
and 30% were founded by wo-
men. “This shows the state's
commitment to encourage

1\ ore than 100 million peo-

ple globally have em-
braced the Aadhaar-like digi-
tal identities enabled
through the Modular Open
Source Identity Platform
(MOSIP) initiative being
spearheaded by IIIT-Banga-
lore. The number is expected
to touch 1 billion in the com-
ing years, said iSPIRT (Indi-
an Software Products Indus-
try Round Table) Foundation
co-founder Sharad Sharma
on Saturday.

At the ‘Ethics of Disrup-
tive Technologies’ session at
Dialogue-2023 organised by
the office of the Principal
Scientific Adviser (PSA) to
the government of India and
IISc, he said: “So far, 11 coun-

tries like Morocco and Phi-
lippines are using it. Dele-
gates from other countries
are discussing policies and
practices.”

Sharma said the imple-
mentation of identity systems
like Aadhaar in India high-
light the legal and technologi-
cal framework preventing
misuse. “The government,
with exceptions, can retain
Aadhaar numbers, but banks
usea virtual token system, en-
suring privacy and prevent-
ing surveillance. India’s ap-
proach is seen as a global gold
standard, attracting interest
for its privacy-preserving de-
sign globally, and some coun-
tries have adopted it,” he
said. TNN

women entrepreneurs and
those outside Bengaluru,”
Kharge added.

Under Elevate Unnati, a
part of the Elevate Karnata-
ka scheme, the government
is encouraging startups by
SC and ST communities. So
far, 91 startups founded by
SCs and STs have been given
funding. Similarly, 18 star-
tups fromthe Kalyan-Karna-
taka region have been given
Rs 3.5 crore, the minister sa-
id. Kharge said the govern-

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Nov. 19, 2023
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ment has adopted a rigorous
and thorough evaluation
and selection of startups for
funding. The process invol-
ves four states that include
data sufficiency and eligibi-
lity, offline pitching (only
for Bengaluru Urban), mul-
ti-city pitching, and the
grand finale. The grand fi-
nale for the current fiscal
year, where the winners for
the funding will be announ-
ced, will be held in January-
~February 2024.
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State getting far lower allocation from
Centre under Samagra Shikshana

Compared to A.P, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, and Telangana, Karnataka receives the least both in terms of total allocation and per-child cost

Sathish G.T.
SHIVAMOGGA

hildren of Karnata-
Cka have been get-
ting much lesser al-
location from the Union
government under the Sa-
magra Shikshana Karnata-
ka programme, compared
to their counterparts in
other States that fall in the
same category in terms of
student enrolment and
Gross State Domestic Pro-
duct (GSDP). The pro-
gramme whose objective
is to provide quality edu-
cation for children in-
volves funds from both the
State and the Centre.
Karnataka’s letter to the
Union government flag-
ging this issue has so far
yielded no results.

Other States

Compared to Andhra Pra-
desh, Gujarat, Maharash-
tra, Tamil Nadu and Telan-
gana States, Karnataka
gets the least both in terms
of total allocation and per-
child cost.

This has been the case
since the scheme was
launched, by merging Sar-
va Shikshana Abhiyan and
the Rashtriya Madhyamik
Shiksha Abhiyan, in 2018-
19, according to the State
government.

The Union govern-
ment’s budgetary state-

The Samagra Shikshana Karnataka programme, whose objective is to provide

quality education for

children in government schools, involves funds from both the State and the Centre. FILE PHOTO

In numbers
Govt.

Schools

Enrolment

Tentative total
estimates (in crore)

Per child
cost

Andhra Pradesh 45,137 46,96,207 %2,930.88 36,240.95
Gujarat 34,699 55,70,875 32,194.55 33,939.33
Maharashtra 65,639 58,53,094 32,203.16 33,764.09
Tamil Nadu 37,636 53,14,845 23,585.99 36,747.12
Telangana 3,0023 33,03,699 %1,913.91 35,793.23
Karnataka 49,679 54,45,989 21,5379 32,823.91

ment (tentative total esti-  year. child child allocated is on-

mates)  for  2023-24 Similarly, the per-child ly ¥2,823.91.

suggests that per-child cost in  Gujarat is The cost allocated was

cost allocated for Andhra
Pradesh is ¥6,240. In oth-
er words, the Centre
spends that sum on each
child in that State in the

¥3,939.33, in Tamil Nadu
%6,747.12, in Maharashtra
33,764.09, and in Telanga-
na 35,793.23. However, in
case of Karnataka, the per-

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Nov. 20, 2023

by and large the same in
2022-23. Then, the cost
per child in Karnataka was
only 32,853.68 against
%5,913.72 (Andhra Pra-

desh), ¥7,011.30 (Tamil Na-
du), ¥3,840.67 (Gujarat),
33,676.62 (Maharashtra),
and %6,168.19 (Telangana).
Minister for School
Education and Literacy
Madhu Bangarappa told
The Hindu, “This was the
same last year, when the
BJP was in power. The
then Minister did not raise
the issue with the Centre.
Now our department has
taken up the issue with the
Union government.”

Letter to Centre

Ritesh Kumar Singh, Prin-
cipal Secretary of the De-
partment of School Educa-
tion, wrote to Sanjay
Kumar, Secretary of
School Education of the
Union government earlier
this year, in this regard. In
his letter, Mr. Ritesh Ku-
mar stated that the pro-
posed Central share for
SSK in 2023-24, as indicat-
ed through the letter in
December 7, 2022, was
31,538 crore.

“The outlay is quite less
considering the number of
government schools in
Karnataka and enrolment
figures, when compared
with other comparable
States,” he said.

The officer, along with
the letter, attached two
fact tables comparing the
allocations made to Karna-
taka and other States in

2022-23 and 2023-24. The
allocation to Karnataka
had been significantly less
than what was allocated to
other State with similar
GSDP and enrolment
numbers, it stated. “The
short allocation has been
persisting since the incep-
tion of SSK and has made
it extremely difficult for
the State to carry out in-
tended activities under
the programme.”

The officer noted that
the average per-child cost
allocated to five other
States in 202324 was
35,297. “As per the aver-
age, the reasonable expec-
tation of allocation for
Karnataka would be
32,885 crore, compared to
the existing allocation of
31,538 crore,” he stated.

‘Under examination’

“If I raise this issue, it may
take a political colour. Our
officers are pursuing it.
They have written to the
Centre, seeking our due,”
said Mr. Madhu Bangarap-
pa.
Asked if there was any
progress following the let-
ter, Mr. Singh said, “We
have requested the Union
government to revise the
allocation for Samagra
Shikshana Karnataka and
it is under examination.
Discussions are ongoing.
We will follow this up.”

Govt. to evaluate funds spent on welfare of SCs, STs during last decade

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

As the Karnataka govern-
ment spent close to 32
lakh-crore for the welfare
of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes during
the last one decade, it has
been decided to conduct
an evaluation on the actual
use of funds by SCs and
STs.

Minister for Social Wel-
fare H.C. Mahadevappa
said the Institute for Social

and Economic Change
(ISEC), Karnataka Evalua-
tion Authority and the de-
partment would conduct
the evaluation jointly in
the next six months,

The erstwhile Congress
government (2013-18) led
by Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah enacted the Karna-
taka Scheduled Caste Sub-
Plan and Tribal Sub-Plan
Act, 2013 to ensure that the
grants were not scientifi-
cally distributed and did
not reach the desired be-

neficiaries. Under the pio-
neering law, the State has
to spend 24.1% of its total
budget on SC/ST welfare.

Allocation
The allocation under the
plan  increased from
¥8,988 crore during 2013-
14 to 34,294 crore, which
included 324,333 crore for
SCs and ¥9,960 crore for
STs for 2023-24.

The evaluation would
clearly indicate whether
the money spent really be-

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Nov. 21, 2023

nefited the SCs and STs
and what extent the fami-
lies have benefited from
the government schemes,
Mr. Mahadevappa said.

The department and
two agencies have been
asked to conduct the eval-
uation and submit the re-
port to the government in
six months to plug the loo-
pholes, if any, and effective
implementation of
schemes.

In some cases, funds
had been diverted to other

17

works under section 7 of
the Act. The government
has decided to amend the
Act during the winter ses-
sion of the State legislature
in Belagavi which would
start from December 4 for
preventing diversion of
funds.

During the previous BJP
government, a sum of
10,000 crore has been di-
verted to other depart-
ments for various purpos-
es, he alleged.

On the occasion of the

Congress government
completing six months,
Mr. Mahadevappa said the
funds earmarked for the
welfare of SCs and STs
would be spent in a time-
bound manner.

Close to 15 lakh SC/ST fa-
milies cultivate lands in the
State. But 50% of them had
not received legal docu-
ments (podi). Denial of po-
di led to non-availability of
Fasal Bima scheme and
other benefits of the union
government, he said.



Peak demand in
summer likely to
touch 18,000 MW

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

After a record peak de-
mand of over 16,000 MW
earlier this year in August,
in the upcoming summer
season, the peak demand
in Karnataka is expected to
go up to 18,000-18,500

MW, officials in the Energy
Department said on
Tuesday.

The expected average
power demand for Febru-
ary, March, and April
would be around 15,500-
16,500 MW. However, the
department is confident of
catering to the higher de-
mand, Energy Minister K.J.
George said at a press con-
ference, adding that the
preparations have already
begun.

Current demand

While the power demand
in the State currently is
around 14,000 MW, there
is no shortfall of power due
to all the measures taken,
the officials said. “We al-
ready know our power
sources well (to supply to
the higher demand). We
are deficient in hydel, but
in thermal plants we are
looking to generate more.
We currently have an in-
stalled capacity of 5,020
MW and have generated up
to 3,400 MW. In the last 40
days, there has been no
shortfall of power,” said
Gaurav Gupta, Additional
Chief Secretary, Energy
Department.

He added that with ten-
der in place for the import
of 2.5 lakh tonnes of coal,
which would then be
blended with an average of
10% domestic coal, it might

increase the generation by
600-800 MW.

Barter agreements
Pankaj Kumar Pandey, MD,
Karnataka Power Trans-
mission Corporation Ltd.,
said that with barter power
agreements with Punjab
and Uttar Pradesh and Sec-
tion 11 and other factors,
the State is currently
self-sufficient, and no pow-
er has been purchased
from the exchange as of
Nnow.

Mr. George said that to
improve the power situa-
tion in the State further,
the Yelahanka gas plant,
which has a capacity of 370
MW, would start function-
ing in around two months
while the Bidadi waste
plant would be functional
in three months.

Waiver of arrears

The Energy Minister also
announced that the State
government has decided to
waive outstanding arrears
to the tune of ¥389.66
crore pending from benefi-
ciaries of Bhagya Jyothi
and Kuteera Jyothi who are
now beneficiaries of Gruha
Jvothi scheme.

Mr. George also said that
the Chief Minister has gi-
ven his nod in principle for
the waiver of the accumu-
lated interest levied on cof-
fee growers with 10 HP and
below IP sets in Kodagu,
Hassan, and Chikkamaga-
luru districts once they pay
the outstanding principle.
The outstanding dues of
these farmers was 364.24
crore with a principle
amount of ¥47.7 crore and
interest of ¥16.47 crore as
on September 30.

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Nov. 22, 2023
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Bengaluru bucks national trend

of robust demand for office space

companies as the top reason.
Buthe sees this as a temporary

Sees 28% annual declinein

Absorption | Y-0-Y | Newsupply | Y-0-¥ El‘p in Bengaluru’s office mar-
T City  |(Mnsqft)Q3 | Change | (Mnsqft)Q3 | Change <.
leaslng In 02 FY24 2023 (%) 2023 (%) The southern markets of
Hyderabad 37 270% 55 175%  bengaluru, Hyderabad and
v B | 36 8% 27 5% Chennai cumulatively contr_'ltr
chealoy : 2 : uted 58% of total office leasing
NCR 3 -14% 0.5 -82%  and 70% to new supply during
SHAKSHI JAIN debunkedthe otherwiserobust Mumbai 23 21% 0.9 125% Q20fFY24.

NEW DELHI, DHNS trend seen, with the top seven  Chennai D 82% 12 71% Delhi NCR also reflected a
markets reporting the highest “pjne 11 83% 19 73% dim performance duringthe pe-
lobal slowdown in the everquarterlyabsorptionsince Kolkata 0.2 NA 0.7 NA riod with a 14% y-o-y decline in
information technology theCovid-19 pandemic. Overall . . leasing,at 3 millionsquare feet.

(IT) and IT-enabled ser- office spaceleasingin the quar- Total 159 21% 134 26%

vices(ITeS) hasnowtold onBen-
galuru’s realty sector. The city,
which hasbeen topping the ab-
sorption of commercial space,
sawa 28%declinein office space
leasing in the July-September
quarter, according to a report
tabled on Monday by the prop-
erty consultancy firm, Vestian.

Remarkably, new supply in
the city plummeted 25% to 2.7
million square feet, during the
period.

terended September 2023 rose
21%year-on-year,across thesev-
en major cities of Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Chennai, Mumbai,
Pune, Delhi-NCR and Kolkata.
New office space supply also,
increased 26% annually to 13.4
million square feet during the
period under review.

The sector also reported
healthy vacancy levels with an
appreciationinaveragerentals,
Vestian chief executive Shrini-

the robust fundamentals of the
sectorand ahealthy demand for
quality office spaces in India,”
headded.

With15.9 million square feet
in total absorption across the
seven markets, Hyderabad led
the trend, increasing its share
in the overall pie to 23% during
the period, as against 8% in
Q2FY23.

Strikingly, though Bengalu-

from 38%in the corresponding
period last year, the city ac-
counted for the second highest
absorption area during the pe-
riodat 3.6 million square feet.
Vestian expects office de-
mand in Bengaluru to improve
with IT conglomerates calling
employees back to office. Sud-
hir Pai, chief executive of prop-
erty portal Magicbricksagreed.
He listed a slowdown in hiring

Occupier profile
Despite a marginal decrease
of 1% sequentially, the IT-ITeS
sector dominated officeleasing
activity during the period with
a 25% share. The banking, fi-
nancial services and insurance
sector came in second, with a
20% share in total absorption
during the quarter.

Lastly, manufacturing &
engineering and flexible space
sectors accounted for 17% and

Bengaluru has effectivelx vas Rao said. “This showcases _ru saw its share falling to 23%i and Sampus recruitment bx IT lﬁo/ﬁi rsﬁﬁﬁ'vslﬁ
Source: Deccan Herald, p.10, Nov.21, 2023
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Toyotatoinvest Rs 3,300 crore
for new plant in Karnataka

BENGALURU, DHNS: Toyota
Kirloskar Motor (TKM) on
Tuesday, signed a memoran-
dumofunderstanding (MoU)
with the Karnataka govern-
ment toset up a third plantin
its Bidadi facility in an invest-
ment worth Rs 3,300 crore.

This investment would
increase the car maker’s pro-
duction capacity by1,00,000
units annually and create
around 2,000 jobs.

TKM, which makes cars
such as Innova and Fortun-
er and is a joint venture be-
tween Toyota Motor Co and
Kirloskar Group, currently
operates two plants in Bidadi
with a combined production
capacityofupto 3,42,000 ve-
hicles. The new plant s set to
startoperationsin 2026.

Thenew plant could alsobe
used to make electricvehicles.

“The government is com-
ing up with a new clean
mobility policy that aims to
position Karnataka as the
premier destination for EV
manufacturing. With this, the

Industries Minister MB
Patil, CM Siddaramaiah and
MD & CEO TKM Masakazu
Yoshimurain Bengaluru.

government aims to attract
investments of Rs 50,000
crore across the entire EV
value chain, generating ap-
proximately 100,000 new
jobs,” said Industries and
Infrastructure Development
Minister M B Patil.

The additional capacity is
also expected to reduce wait-
ing time for cars like Innova
Hycross and Hyryder, which
cannow go up toaboutayear.

“Today’s MoU will contrib-
utethroughemployment gen-
eration and expand adoption
of advanced technologies,”
said TKM MD and CEO Ma-
sakazu Yoshimura.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1, Nov.22, 2023
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Free bus travel: Govt to spend
addl Rs 1,200 cr to Rs 1,700 cr

MUTHI-UR-RAHMAN SIDDIQUI
BENGALURU, DHNS

he Congress government

will spend an additional

Rs 1,200 to 1,700 crore
this financial year on its flag-
ship Shakti scheme that allows
women to travel for free on
non-premium state-owned
buses within Karnataka.

Launched on June 11, the
scheme has been highly suc-
cessful with100.8 crore women
making use of it in the first six
months alone.

It has already cost the
government Rs 2,397 crore,
justshortoftheRs 2,800 crore
budgeted for the financial year
2023-24.

An average, the govern-
mentspendsRs15 croredailyto
keep the scheme going. At this
rate, theRs 2,800 crorewillrun
outinless thana month.

Transport Minister Ramal-
inga Reddy said the budgetary
funds were inadequate to run
the scheme untilMarch 2024.

“The scheme requires an-
other Rs 1,200 crore, and the
government will provide it.
We have made a request, and
the Finance Department is
looking intoit,” he told DH.

According to Reddy, the
government had budgeted Rs

based on the Road Transport
Corporations’s (RTCs) previous
average daily ridership.

The scheme has pushed the
ridership from84-85lakhtol.1
crore.

A well-placed source in the
government said the expendi-
ture on the scheme in the cur-
rentfiscal year would riseto Rs
4,500 crore. “The government
will revise the allocation and
pass it in the upcoming assem-
blysession,” the source added.

V Anbukumar, Managing Di-
rector of Karnataka State Road
Transport Corporation (KS-
RTC), said the RTCs’ average
daily ridership had increased
by 17% because many women
travelled with theirhusbandsor
malerelatives. “The non-Shak-
tirevenue has gone up, and we
areassessing the overallimpact
of the scheme,” he said.

Reddy denied “large-scale”
fake ticketing under the
scheme. “RTC buses do 1.58
lakh trips per day. It’s possible
that some conductors may
be generating fake tickets but
their numbers are negligible,”
heexplained.

Reddy said no final deci-
sion had been made about
the smartcard requirement
for women travellers. The
government had stipulated

Launched on June 11, the Shakti Scheme has registered 100.8 crore bus rides

by women in the first six months. oH PHoTO

smartcards on its Seva Sindhu
portal after three months but
therequirementhasbeenwith-
held indefinitely.

Reddy said that the smart-
cards might not be workable
on BMTC buses, where many
passengers travel only short
distances. “We need to simplify
the process. Weareworking on
it,”headded.

saying the smartcards’ finan-
cialand technical aspects were
being examined.

“We need smartcards to de-
termine the cost and distance
of travel but we still need to fig-
ure outhow this would work on
cityand rural busservices. Con-
ductors need time to examine
smartcards and issue tickets.
This maynotbeworkable inall

Bus scheme financials

m Funds allocated in the
budget: Rs 2,800 cr

m No of beneficiaries
(June 11 toNov 22): 100 cr

m Costsofar:Rs 2,397.8cr

m Funds required until March
2024:Rs 4,500 cr

2|800 crore for the scheme thatwomen would need to ﬁet Anbukumar echoed himI busservicesi”headded‘
Source: Deccan Herald, p.5A, Nov.24, 2023
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16 schools working to earn
ISO certificate for kitchens

Stamp Will
Assure Quality,
Add Credibility

SruthySusan.Ullas
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: If all goes as
planned, 16 schools in Karna-
taka will soonget their school
kitchens ISO-certified. These
government schools in Beng-
aluru, Kolar, and Ramanaga-
ra are in the process of get-
ting themselves certified, as-
suring children of the quali-
ty of food served.

The government schools
provide midday meals to stu-
dents under the Pradhan
Mantri Poshan Shakthi Nir-
manscheme. ISO (Internatio-
nal Organisation for Standar-
dization) certification will
assure quality and add credi-
bility to the product delive-
red, and in this case, the ‘bisi
ootta’ served.

The government higher
primary schools in Hebbal,
Anekal, Hoskote, and Deva-
nahalli, and high schools in
Hoskote and Doddaballapur
are among those selected
from the city for the exercise.
Four NGO facilities have also
been included in this process
from Bengaluru.

During an initial visit by

RAINING FOR COOKS

he directorate of midday meals is

initiating a massive training pro-
gramme for the cook-cum-helpers at
school kitchens. Starting Wednesday,
around 1.3 lakh cooks will be trained
by the cluster resource persons (CRPs),
who have already been trained by the
department using resources provided
by Azim Premiji University.

The training is being done under
the Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan.
“While training is a routine affair, to

All the schools, randomly selected for the exercise,
have completed the first audit and are awaiting the
second one. They provide midday meals under the

Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakthi Nirman scheme

S I
Al

=

FOR BETTER STANDAR

DS: 150 officials with the staff of
Government Higher Primary School, Harohalli, Kanakapura

conduct one on such a large scaleina
~| very systematic way is one of its kind,”
said Subha Kalyan, director of the PM
- | Poshan scheme. Each school will send
| two cooks, in rotation, for the training
.| after lunch hours, so that routine
| activities are not affected.

The cooks will be paid transporta-
tion fees while the CRPs will receive an
honorarium.

an auditor from SIS, an ISO
certification body, the areas
that need improvement are
identified. Schools are asked
to comply and send a report
on the corrective action. In
stage 2, the auditor will con-
duct the final certification
audit. An audit will be provi-
ded within a week. Schools
will have to further take cor-
rective measures and a certi-
fication process will ensue.
Theschoolshavetosendates-
timonial in video form.

All the schools have comp-
leted the first audit and are
awaiting the second one. The

schools, the department said,
were randomly selected for
the exercise. The observations
SIS made included finding in-
sects and lizards in Kitchens,
stove burners being dirty, no
pest control, expired medici-
nes and spices, no cleaning
schedule, wall paint flaking
off, and watery sambar. The
checklist also encompasses fo-
od and water testing.

Cooks also need to follow

norms. These range from ha-

ving clean fingernails, with
no nail paint or bangles, to
wearing aprons and head
caps. “Some of the common

Source: Times of India, p.5, Nov. 21, 2023
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challenges at the schools are
safety regarding gas cylinder
and absence of mesh and ex-
haustfaninthekitchen. Each
of the schools received a dif-
ferent set of observations,”
said an official.

“The scale of the midday
meal programme is huge. Fo-
od is being prepared in aro-
und 40,000 kitchens for lakhs
of children. In order to redu-
ce the margin of error, a sys-
tematic and efficient appro-
ach is required. Certifica-
tion helps,” said Subha Kaly-
an, director of the PM
Poshan scheme.
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ile air pollution becomes a fo-
cusduring Diwali festival season,
Bengaluru has been focusing on
monitoring air pollution for a

long time, The city has a network
of 11 high-end Continuous Ambi-
ent Air Quality Monitoring Sta-
tions (CAAQMS) and manual
monitors installed based on the

Environment

TOP 10 POLLUTED LOCATIONS
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air with a dedicated National
Clean Air Programme (NCAP) BTM Layout (CPCE) 33
launched by the Union gov- 67
ernment in 2019, the focus  Jayanagar SthBlock (KSPCE) ey 54
;‘owardls Tir pollu:‘ioacomrol —
as only increased. However, Hebbal (KSPCB) ey
the Implemenmioln of ;lrio;‘ls 2 P
programmes mentioned in the Peenya (cpce) T
gctlionp‘}ngsforlhecityhulaeen V2 (CPCO) — 5
elayed due to reasons best 43
known to bureaucracy. Saneguravahalll (KSPCE) e 48
The NCAP micro plans for all Safelevel PM10: Below 80, PM 2.5: Below 50
Porea for Regulson of Al pok
rtal for Regulation of Air pol-
lution in Non-Attainment cities “:m PM10in Bengaluru for 2023

(PRANA), an action tracker set
up by the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board. Only one approved
microplan can be seen, while the
rest are yet to be approved and
uploaded for Bengaluru,

Funds released, utilised
Overall, Rs689.1 crores areavail-
able—either released or waiting
to be released, for NCAP under
the Fifteenth Finance Commis-
sion, While work is in progress
for the first two sets of funds, the
following two sets are yet to be
approved due tovarious reasons,
including elections, say sources.
While the allocated funds can
be carried forward, the new al-
location will be reduced if the
action plan tospend money does
not meet the standards, checks
and balances, Therefore, using
the money available becomes
crucial, say sources. Here goes
the status check:
WFirst tranche - Rs 279 crore
(2020-21): Of this, Rs 53 crore
wasallocated to Karnataka State
Pollution Control board (KSP-

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

Average PM 2.5 in Bengaluru for 2023
W Safe levels  (Numbers inMicrograms/cublc meter
526

387 393

46.
415 392
333
ii 17'BI mil

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

CB). The pollution control body
has submitted a plan to use this,
involving the procurement of
new monitoring machines and
systems, which is yet to be ap-
proved by the government. Pro-
curementof sweeping machines,
improvement of pedestrian
facilities and public (ransport.

and reducing fire hazards.
Asonly 75% of the funds will
be given under NCAP, only
Rs 115.5 crore is expected to
be released.

‘The Union government de-
cided to allocate NCAP funds
based on the achieved reduc-
tlnn inPMI0and PM2.5 levels.

and removal
of construction and demolition
(C&D) waste from public places
areamong the things to be done
using this fund.
®Second tranche - Rs 147.3
crore (2021-22): Electrification
of bus depots, procurement of
five double-decker buses, pav-
ing footpaths, increasing the

luru scored 75 points,
with the number of “good days™

(days where the Air Quality In-
dex s less than 200

by more than 15%, but the annu-
al average concentration is less
than 15%. Based on this, the city
qualified to get 75% of the funds
going forward.

There is hope
“We had anaverage air quality of
63 lastyear and have maintained

number of metro feeder buses,  Tracking the levels itthis year as well so far,” says an
procuring mechanicalsweeping ~ NCAP tracker (ncaptracker.in)  official, adding that Bengaluru
mnchlnes.cmtlonofaxysremw is a project by Resglrer Living  can do even better, with better
port C&D waste (a Pune-based start-  facilities to manage C&D waste, SMOG

from generation pointup tothe  up) and Climate Trends (are-  street dust and vehicular pollu-  ONLY FOR
processing facilityetcareamong  search-based consulting and  tion. LOCAL USE
the proposed actions using this  capacity-building initiative). “In 2020 and 2022, air pollu- Initially, sm
fund. The fund remains unuti- It tracks the progress of NCAP  tion saw a marginal reduction wwers)f'alr ::rlflers
lised as the plans are yet tobe  fund usage and actionplanpro- in the city for various reasons,  and water fountains
approved. gress. including Covid," says Shanth A \yere ynder
® Third tranche - Rs 108.75 Their Thi iah, chairman of KSP-  consideration for

(2022-23): A p I was Iboard datash hattheav-  CB.Th 2023 engaluru.
sent to the Urban Devel erage P\ January  will be cal attheend of  Thimmaiah says
DepartmentinMarch for thisset  to April arun ‘poorlevel'(more  the year to see the actual reduc-  that experts were
of grants, with an emphasis on  than 80)in 2023, The qualityim-  tion, called to study the
greening the city, development  proved in rainy months, dipping “Long-term and mid-course  im| SMOg
of parks and nurseries, pedestri-  up to 46 in September. October  actions are being discussed in ~ towers. While they
an infrastructure and garbage.  and November levels have not  review meetings involving all ~ have given technical
The procurementof 100 electric  crossed 80. The same trend is  linedepartmentssuchas BBMP,  specifications,
buses is also in the plan. Once  observed for PM2.5 as well, BMTC, BESCOM, BWSSB  they have found
the state government approves February is the most prob-  and Urban Dy De-  theresultsnot
this, it will be submitted to the  lematic month, with peak levels  partment, and the prog is
Union government. The entire  of PM1I0and PM2.5. “Thewinter  tracked regularly,” he says. | mma( it
fund remains unutilised, as the  months have alower level of dis- Asource, prelymnganonym- asmass scale a?\r:l
plans are yet to get a go-ahead.  persion, Therefore, particulate  ity, said that actions in Bengalu- can control only
Including this amount, Rs 535  matter is unable to settle down.  ru are slow for various reasons, localised pollution.
crore has been released under  This is why the pollution level lackof co-  another official
NCAP until now. peaks,” explains ascientistasso-  ordination and planning, and says that for this

rthtranche-Rs154crore  ciated with the KSPCB. bureaucratic hurdles. reason, It is unlikely
(2023-24): Another proposal "I‘he dnm for Bengnluru looks However, now things seemto o ma
was sent to UDD in lylower th the  be moving at a faster pace. Of-  scale in Bengaluru,

for this batch of funds. Major
proposals include replacing
diesel generator sets with an

north, However, the PMI0 lev-
els are still a cause of concern.
Only eight monitors by the PCB

d power
system in the Peenya

Regular
I E the

Areaandsolar systems in BBMP

ises, Other items include

PM10: Par less
PM2.5: Par 25 lessindi
Tracker

street dust, improv-

26

action plans has to be made pub-
lic," says Aishwarya Sudhir, an
Independent researcher work-

ficials are hopeful of more pro-
gress in another three weeks, as
plans will be firmed up and mi-
cro plans approved, after which
thecity's NCAPi

even though the
microplans approved

willadvance faster.

towers asoneof the

Feedback: pointblank@ deccanherald.co.in

lni nedestriln infrastructure inﬁ on air aualiﬁ.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Nov. 18, 2023



Better water quality: KSPCB for
dropping 3 rivers from ‘polluted’ list

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

year after getting five rivers out
of the list of 17 polluted rivers in
arnataka, the Karnataka State
Pollution Control Board (KSPCB) has
now cited the test results showing bet-
terwater qualitytoremove Aghanashini,
Sharavathi, Thenpennai and Gangavali
from the list.

Last year, the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) removed Mal-
aprabha, Asangi-Krishna, Yagachi,
Kumaradhara and Kali from the list of
polluted rivers. However, the authority
added Aghanashini, Sharavathi, Then-
pennai, Dakshina Pinakini and Ganga-
valitothelist.

In a detailed submission to the cen-
tral authorities, the KSPCB stated that
the average biological oxygen demand
(BOD) of Aghanashini, Sharavathi and
Gangavali were within the permissible
limitsofbelow 3.0 mg/litre for fouryears
between 2019-20 and 2022-23.

The membersecretaryof KSPCBhas
requested the CPCBtoremovethethree
rivers from thelistof the polluted rivers.
“The KSPCBhasinstructed theregional
officerstoprepareaction plansfornewly
identified polluted river stretches,” the
member secretary’s letter said.

flagged for pollution, the KSPBsaid that
the stretch along Kodiyalam was not in
Karnataka. “Thenpennaidoesnotcome
under the boundary of Karnataka and
the same river is known by the name of
Dakshina Pinakiniin the state of Karna-
taka which has been identified as a pol-
luted river stretch under priority 1,” the
KSPCB said, requesting the removal of
theriver from Karnataka’s list.

Sewage challenge

Following a CPCB report highlighting
the pollution in the rivers across the
country in 2018, a committee set up by
the National Green Tribunal (NGT) has
been monitoring the restoration of the
rivers. Preventing sewage joining the
rivers has been the biggest challenge
faced by the authorities as most of
the towns do not have the necessary
infrastructure like the underground
drainage and sewage to treatment
plants (STP) while the existing STPs
were underutilised.

The KSPCBestimates that817.31mld
of sewage is generated in areas along
the stretch of the 12 polluted rivers. The
KSPCB submitted that 24 STPs with a
capacity to treat 199.41 mld of sewage
wereunder construction forareasalong
the 12 polluted river stretches. An addi-
tional 16 STPs with 53.28 mld capacity

Regarding ThenEennaj river stretch was Brogosedi itsaid.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4B, Nov. 19, 2023




CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

he immersion of idols in
TthcaftcrmmhufGanL‘shn

Chaturthidealtabig blow
tothe lakesas acidity, turbidity,
total dissolved solids (TDS), sus-
pendedsolids, chemical oxygen
demand (COD) levelsworsened
between September 18 and 30,
data by the KSPCB shows.

The Karnataka State Pollu-
tion Control Board (KSPCB)
tested the quality of more than
30 lakes in Bengaluru on Sep-
tember 15 and compared it
with the daily tests conducted
onfivedays-September 18, 20,
22,24,26 and 29. A total of 23

arameters. fromacidity (pH at

25 degrees C) to heavy metals
like zinc, lead and copper.

As expected, turbidity units
worsened in most of the lakes
with many lakes showing an
increase of five digits. For in-
stance, turbidityin Jakkur Lake
wentupfrom0.2on September
15 to a five-day average of 44.2
units, an increase of 22000%.
In Sankey Tank, the increase
went up from 1.2 units to 32.5
units.

In Sankey tank, the COD
reached a peak of 200 mg/litre
on September 24. The five-day
average stood at 115 mg/litre,
an increase of 188% compared
with the 40 mg/litre before the
immersions began, The alka-
linity of water went up from 68

Immersion of idols during Ganesha
festival degrades quality of over 30 lakes

All parameters show
high-risk pollutants

Most of the lakes witnessed a doubling or tripling

mg/litre to190.7 mg/litre.

The Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCB) has classi-
fied water into five categories
from Class A (drinking water)
to E (industrial cooling), based
on the safety limits of various
parameters. However, the festi-
val pushedseveral lakes beyond
Class E.

Most of the lakes witnessed
a doubling or tripling of TDS
levels. In Ulsoor, the TDS went
78 mg/litre to 1546

of turbidity levels. oHFILE PHOTO

mg/litre on September 29 with
theaverage of five days settling
at 781 mg/litre, an increase of
181%. The hardnessofthewater
went up from 96 mg/litre to an
average 448.7 mg/litre.

Total suspended solids also
increased in all the lakes. In
Mallathahalli the suspended
solids went up from 2 mg/litre
to 42 mg/litre on September
29. In Yelahanka, it increased
frommg/litre to44 mg/litre on
September 24.

Rise in toxicity
Following the festivities (TDS) and water hardness,
of Ganesha Chaturthi,the  amongother parameters,
Karnataka State Pollution  signalling the urgent need
Control Board’s (KSPCB)  for environmental man-
surveillance of over 30 agement. For instance,
Bengaluru lakesrevealed  Ulsoor Lake experienced
astark environmental aTDS spike to 1546 mg/
impact, withatroubling litre from 278 mg/litre and
surgein pollution levels. ahardnessincrease toan
Comparative analyses average 0f448.7 mg/litre
before and after theidol from 96 mg/litre, reflect-
immersionsindicated a ing the broader ecological

concerning escalation
in total dissolved solids

Among the heavy metals,
zinc showed an uptick in two
lakes in Peenya. Karihobana-
halli Lake and Shivapura Lake
had 0.256 mg/litre and 0.322
mg/litrezincbefore the festival.
It crossed 1.5 mg/litre in both
lakes, with the five-day average
settling at 0.400 mg/litre.

Asenior KSPCB official said
the government’s strict stance

stress on the city’s aquatic
ecosystems.

against plaster of paris idols
has brought down the pollu-
tion compared to the previous
years,

“Once the ban is total, the
lakes will fare much better. At
the same time, the colour used
to paint the idols needs to be
checked. We need to ensure
that (mly organic colours are

"th entis

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Nov. 22, 2023

CONSERVATION |

BandmurESZstudyhmtsathumandemandsexceedlng supply

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

derstand the future of wildlife con-

servation in Karnataka, the Forest
Department has commissioned a
study to gauge the carrying capacity
of Bandipur Tiger Reserve’s Eco
Sensitive Zone (ESZ), with research-
ers finding a slightly higher demand of
ecological resources than supply.

One of the nine tiger reserves
established in 1973 as part of a project
to conserve the fast-declining tiger
population, Bandipur boasts a high
density of tigers. The 2022 census

In a first-of-its kind attempt to un-

Continued...

sq km area. It also hosts over 3,000
elephants and 200 leopards.

The 479.18 sq km ESZ of the
reserve, which includes the ESZ of
Nugu wildlife sanctuary, actsasa
shock absorber to mitigate the mutu-
alimpact of wildlife and the surround-
ing human habitat. The ESZ, howev-
er, comprises 12 villages with private
and revenue lands, giving scope for
man-animal interaction. To “give
effect to the principle of sustainable”
in such areas, the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) had in March 2020
ordered a study of carrying capacity
ofatleast one ESZin each state.

Environmental science professor

and director of Gubbi Labs Sudhira
HS who authored the study adopt-
ed ecological footprint analyses

and a system dynamics modelling
approach, respectively, to assess the
current situation and challenges.

counted 150 uniaue tiﬁers in the 1i456 at Banﬁalore Universiﬁ Naﬁarai BC The studi looked into economic »> Bandiﬁuri Paie 5
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activities, including farming, grazing,
fishing, built-up and others, to assess

the demand of human population on

the resources.

The footprint is measured in global
hectares (gha), a unit which quantifies
ayear’s biological production for hu-
man use as well as waste generation
per hectare of land.

Selectvillages with random sam-
pling were used to estimate the total
ecological footprint at 94,440.98 gha,
which translated into a per capita
footprint of 0.59 gha. In comparison,
the biocapacity of the area was 0.58
gha, indicating the demand surpass-
ing the supply.



Bandipur ESZ study hints...

Bandipur, fromPage 1

The study noted that to be
strongly sustainable, resident
population should have anen-
vironmental impact that on
averageissameasor lessthan
footprint. “Such deficit, if not
managed, is likely to increase
due to the degradation of eco-
logical resources,” it said.
Adopting the systems dy-
namics modelling approach,
Sudhira looked into grazing
pressure, land consumption
forhumanactivity,and air, wa-
ter and noise pollution. “The
currentsituationdoesnothave
any majorred flags. However,
systems analyses and data
and insights from the ground
reveal certain aspects that
should bemonitored,”he said.
The study cited increasing
commercial crops (sugar-
cane, tobacco and cotton),
dependence on groundwater
irrigationandrearing of goats

man-animal conflict as issues
that need to be monitored
closely.

Speaking to DH, Sudhira
said conservation measures
can be complemented by in-
centivising people who expe-
rience restrictions due to the
prevailing ESZ rules. “Since
livelihood opportunities are
restricted by rules limiting
land-use change, it would be
ideal to support such people
with a mechanism that com-
pensates them for the restric-
tions. This will go a long way
inbalancingdevelopmentand
conservation,” he said.

Additional Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests (Wild-
life) Kumar Pushkar said the
studywastakenupasper NGT
orders. “Atpresent, ESZ rules
focusonlimiting activitiesthat
are detrimental to conserva-
tion. We will submit the study
toNGT and wait for orders re-
lated toimplementation of the

besides rising incidents of recommendationsi”hesaid.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1& 5, Nov. 23, 2023
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Health

From Nov 22, 131 PU
students to undergo
anaemia screening

Pearl.DSouza@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With Karnata-
ka among the states with the
highestanaemiaburden, the
government has decided to
get into correction mode: It
will subject first and second
pre-university college stu-
dents to a finger-prick test to
check for deficiency.

The health department
will cover around 13.6 lakh
students from both govern-
ment and private educatio-
nal institutions from No-
vember 22. This will compri-
se the first phase of a com-
prehensive anaemia
screening for Karnataka as
partof the Anaemia Muktha
Poushtika Karnataka, a cen-
tral and state initiative, said
an official.

So far, the state depended
on sample surveys and pro-
jected figures for the popula-
tion. The testing was also do-
ne through a manual met-
hod, which was tedious. Ho-
wever, this year, with the
digital hemoglobinometer
which can give results in a
few minutes, testing will be
atamuch larger scale, the of-
ficial added.

As per statistics from the
department of PU educa-
tion, there are 13,65,480 stu-

Plans are also afoot to
provide folic acid and
iron tablets to those
detected with anaemia

dents in classes 11 and 12 en-
rolled in government and
private institutions.

Health workers will visit
colleges for testing. Later, a
door-to-door survey will also
be held. The drawbacks of
the current method of sur-
vey will be analysed and rec-
tified while holding a state-
wide screening, said the offi-
cial. “A comprehensive tes-
ting was planned as the state
and the Centre noticed that
over the years, despite imp-
lementation of programmes
to counter anaemia, its pre-
valence was not dropping.”

Plans are also afoot to
provide folic acid and iron
tablets to those detected
with anaemia. Younger
children, pregnant and lac-
tating mothers and women
of reproductive age group
will be tested later.

Source: Times of India, p.7, Nov. 19, 2023
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DRUG THREAT

'10%of antibiotic formulationsinmarketin2020 unapproved

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

nanalysis of the Indian phar-
maceutical market has found
hat 70.4% of the fixed-dose

antibiotic formulations present
in the marketin 2020 were either
unapproved or banned. These drugs
accounted for 15.9% of the Fixed
Dose Combination (FDC) antibiotic
sales, reveals aresearch paper titled
‘Regulatory enforcement of the
marketing of fixed-dose combinations
in India: a case study of systemic
antibiotics’ published in the Journal
of Pharmaceutical Policy and Practice
onNovember10.

The researchers tried to analyse

two major regulatory initiatives taken
by the Central Drug Regulators in
2007 and 2013 to remove centrally
unapproved systemic antibiotic FDCs
from the market. Experts concluded
that these drugs remain in circulation
and are also being sold over the
counter.

The paper said that the initiatives

Research findings

Despite regulatory
initiativesin 2007 and

2013, many fixed-
dose combinations are
available in the market

The use of such
drugs results in anti-
microbial resistance,
making infections
harderto treat

had limited impact. “Regulatory
enforcement has been slow and
weak, with many unapproved and
even banned FDCs remaining in the
market,” it said.

The report has raised concerns
among the medical fraternity, espe-
cially since Antimicrobial Resistance
(AMR) is increasing by the day. AMR
occurs when path-

States
have failed
tochalk
outaction

! plan

ogens change over time and stop
responding to medicines, making
infections harder to treat.

Incidentally, November 18 to 24 is
observed as the World AMR Aware-
ness Week.

“Several FDC formulations were
banned considering the fact that they
did not have a scientific backup. The
use of such drugs results in AMR and
other side effects. Though they were
banned, enforcement has failed and
there is a need to chalk out a common
structure with coordinated effort
from state and central agencies,” Dr
Abdul Ghafour, Infectious Diseases
Consultant, told DH.

» Antibiotics, Page 4

Dr Vishal Rao, a member
of Karnataka State Vision
Group for Biotechnology,
said it is important that
hospitals come up with a
stringent antibiotic policy
and doctors need to cham-
pion the cause. “Times have
changed and weare aware of
the damage thatsuch antibi-
otics could cause. Now, many
of us are moving towards
personalised medicines
which are evidence-based,”
hesaid.

Considering that AMR
could be the next global
threat, a National Action
Planregarding the samewas
prepared in 2017. Though
states were supposed to
chalk out plans, many have
failed todoso. Eventoday,in
many states, antibiotics are
available over the counter
and drug controllers have
failed to control theiruse, Dr
Ghafoursaid.

“There is a need for a
strong policy. Many doctors
tend to avoid detailed clini-
cal analysis, and prescribe
FDCs. Unless and until reg-
ulators control the manufac-
ture and availability of these
combinations, many doctors
will continue to prescribe
them,”he added.

Health and Family Wel-
fare Minister Dinesh Gun-
du Rao recently directed
officials to develop a plan
thatwouldfocuson chalking
out a strategic road map to
combat AMR in Karnataka,
which he said will be rolled
outsoon.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1& 4, Nov. 20, 2023
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NGT takes up suomotu case on presence of heavy metalsinvegetables

BENGALURU, DHNS

The presence of heavy met-
als above safety limits in
vegetables sold in Bengaluru
has prompted the National
Green Tribunal to take a suo
motucasewhilethe state gov-
ernment has begun taking a
serious look into the issue by
involving different depart-
ments that have stakes in the
matter.

In its October 25 edition,
DHpublished areportonthe
findings by the Environment
Management and Policy Re-

whose year-long research
found that heavy metals like
cadmium, nickel, chromium,
lead and others exceeded the
maximum permissible limits
in many of the vegetables,
including those bought from
organic stores.

With the NGT’s southern
zone set to hold a hearing
in the matter on Tuesday,
EMPRI has submitted
thatalarger sample size cov-
ering all seasons would be
required.

“The project encom-
passed a preliminary study
for indication of heavy metal

samples involving one-time
sampling in one season, it is
opined that a larger sample
size covering all seasons with
control sample would be sta-
tistically significant and also
indicatereliability of concen-
trations of heavy metals,” it
said, adding that its report
would be reviewed by subject
experts.

Statewide survey

Authorities at the FSSAI,
which began a special drive
onOctober 25 to collect sam-
plesfortesting, said they were
taking up the matter as per

by the Ministry of Healthand
Family Welfare.

“We took suo motu action
on the date of the media re-
port. As of now, 199 legal
samples have been drawn
and testing is going on. Be-
sides covering Bengaluru,
we are looking to extend the
project to the entire state of
Karnataka,” Commissioner of
Food Safety Nagaraja N M
told DH.

Meanwhile, sources in the
government said the chief
secretary held a meeting
where officials from the ag-
riculture, horticulture and

besides the Food Safety
and Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI), discussed
the contamination of the
vegetables.

“The chief secretary has
instructed the departments
to coordinate on the matter
and take up corrective mea-
sures. The KSPCB has been
told to look into the issue of
contamination of water used
by farmers. The Environment
Department is set to hold a
meeting soon. The govern-
ment has advised a multi-
pronged approach to resolve
theissueinviewof healthcon-

search Institute ‘EMPRI‘I Bresence in select veﬁetable theﬁeneralﬁuide]inesissued environment deﬁartmentsI cemsl”thesourcesaid.
Source: Deccan Herald, p. 4, Nov. 21, 2023
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Health Dept. steps up
work on developing
action plan for AMR

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Stepping up work on developing a State
action plan for Antimicrobial Resistance
(AMR), Karnataka’s Health Department
has set out a strategic implementable
roadmap to combat AMR. The action plan
has been pending for nearly five years.

World AMR Awareness Week (WAAW)
is observed from November 18 to Novem-
ber 24. Health Minister Dinesh Gundu
Rao, who inaugurated a State-level sensiti-
sation workshop for health officials on
Tuesday, said Karnataka will adopt a “one
health approach” by involving various sta-
keholders in its efforts to check AMR.
“The State action plan will not merely be
restricted to listing priorities and objec-
tives but will also set out a strategic imple-
mentable roadmap to combat AMR in Kar-
nataka,” the Minister said.

AMR, declared by the UN as one of the
top 10 global public health threats facing
humanity, occurs when pathogens change
over time and stop responding to medi-
cines, making infections harder to treat.
Overexposing pathogens to antimicrobial
drugs due to abuse, misuse and/or ove-
ruse, enables the pathogens to acquire re-
sistance against the drug.

Swetavalli Raghavan, One Health exp-
ert who is advising Karnataka’s Health De-
partment on developing the action plan,
said India is considered as the epicentre of
the global AMR crisis, with unprecedent-
ed antimicrobial consumption, produc-
tion, and “misuse.” Ms. Raghavan said the
battle against AMR requires a collabora-
tive effort from multiple stakeholders. “To
make the action plan deliverable, compre-
hensive strategies that focus on responsi-
ble antibiotic use, education, and surveil-
lance should be implemented. Improved
infection control and prevention pro-
grammes including vaccination against
multi-drug resistance bugs and sub-area
wise vaccination profiles should be creat-
ed to feed into surveillance systems,” she
said.

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Nov 21, 2023
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Health Department sets
goal to make Karnataka
anaemia-free by 2025

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Bringing health services to
the doorsteps of people in
Karnataka is the goal of the
Congress government, said
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah in Bengaluru on
Wednesday.

Launching the “Anae-
mia Muktha Pousthika Kar-
nataka” (anaemia-free Kar-
nataka) programme
organised by the State
Health Department, the
Chief Minister said ensur-
ing good health for people
is not possible without
eradicating poverty and il-
literacy. “Addressing these
issues is the first priority of
our government. Our go-
vernment’s aim is to reach
health benefits to eve-
ryone’s doorstep. The go-
vernment is ready to pro-
vide the required funds for
this,” he said.

Referring to the rising
malnutrition index in the
country and falling health
index of Gujarat, Mr. Sidda-
ramaiah ridiculed the
much-talked about Gujarat
model. “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who refers
to himself as Vishwaguru,
ruled Gujarat for 10 long
years. He must answer why
Gujarat’s health index is
falling. This is based on a
comparison of data from
the National Family Health
Survey (NFHS) 4 and
NFHS-5. Can this situation
in Gujarat be a model for
the entire country?” he
asked.

Health Minister Dinesh

-

Health Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao interacts with students during

the 'Anaemia free and Nutritional Karnataka' programmein

Bengaluru on Wednesday. ANI

Gundu Rao said the goal is
to make Karnataka anae-
mia-free by 2025. “The
Chief Minister has ear-
marked 185.74 crore for
the programme,” he said.
“Under the programme,
the government aims to
reach 52 lakh children in
the 6-59 months age group,
58 lakh children in the 5-9
years group, 127 lakh ado-
lescents in the 10-19 years
group, 12 lakh pregnant
women, 11 lakh lactating
mothers, and 133 lakh wo-
men in the reproductive
age group (20-49 years ex-
cluding pregnant women
and lactating mothers) in a
phased manner,” he said.
The programme will in-
clude mass screening for
anaemia and malnutrition,
strengthening the tracking
and monitoring system,
providing Iron and Folic
acid (IFA) supplementation
and deworming, providing
take home ration and diet
advisory, information,
education and communi-
cation (IEC) and counsell-

ing services apart from ca-
pacity building.

Under the first phase,
screening for anaemia be-
gan on Wednesday for ado-
lescents in government
and government aided col-
leges. Students of private
PU Colleges in the State
will be covered by Decem-
ber 2023.

While students of go-
vernment and government
aided high schools, higher
primary schools and lower
primary schools in the
State will be covered by Ja-
nuary 2024, anganawadi
children will be screene-
d by March 2024. Subse-
quently, pregnant women,
lactating mothers, and wo-
men in the reproductive
age group will be screened
in all public health care in-
stitutions simultaneously,
the Minister said.

The data will be upload-
ed on the RBSK-Swastya Ki-
rana portal on a real-time
basis and will be further
periodically uploaded on
HMIS portal, he said.

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Nov 23, 2023
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Aim to bring anaemia figures
helow 30% by 2030

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
state governmentaimstore-
duce the incidence of anae-
mia among women aged
15-49 from 47.8% to below
30% by 2030, said Health
Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao
on Wednesday.

He was speaking at
the launch of the Anae-
mia Muktha Poushtika
Karnataka Action Plan on
Wednesday.

The plan proposal was
developed by the Depart-
ment of Health and Family
Welfare along with the De-
partment of Women and
Child Development. After
approval by the cabinet, the

on October 13 approving a
budget of Rs 185.74 crore
for the plan.

Quoting statewide
figures from the National
Family Health Survey-5,
the minister said that nearly
65.5% of children aged be-
tween 6-59 months (5 years
of age) were anaemic, and
45.7% of pregnant women,
besides 47.8% of the women
between 15-49 years of age
were anaemic.

The plan to screen, test
and treat people across the
state will be rolled out in a
phased manner, beginning
with screening all adoles-
cents across the state in

government issuedanorder December.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Nov. 23, 2023
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Gender

B’luru home to 1,783

women-led startups
Mumbai Is 2nd With 1,480 Women-Led Cos

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Bengaluru is
home to 1,783 women-led
startups followed by Mum-
bai and Delhi at 1,480 and
1,195 respectively, showed da-
ta from startup data plat-
form Tracxn. Noida, Kolka-
ta, and Ahmedabad, took the
eighth, ninth and tenth
spots, with 324, 184 and 181
women-led startups.

India’s startup ecosys-
tem has added more firepow-
er becoming the third-largest
hub globally after the US and
China. India has more than
61,400 startups. Bengaluru
has been one of the top star-
tup ecosystems in India that
has catalysed risk-taking
among entrepreneurs with a
conducive policy framework.
But the gender divide is still
very stark. A slew of initia-
tives from incubation pro-
grammes, grants and fellow-
ships offered to women-
founded startupsare tryingto
address the gender gap, but it
requiresagiant leap.

LEADING
THE INDUSTRY

No. of firms
1783 I
L E211J E—
1195 I
649 I

456 I

47T WA >
369

324 B

184 N

181 1

Source: Tracxn

Karnataka, for instance,

is the first state in the coun-
try toprovide grant-in-aid of
Rs501lakh toencourage inno-
vators who need early-stage
funding to startups without
takingequity inreturn. This
programme has put the spot-
light on women entrepre-
neurs resulting in 30% win-
ners being women founders.
Tracxn counts Zomato,
Byju’s, Ofbusiness, Upstox,
Lenskart and Open among

City
Bengaluru
Mumbai
Delhi
Gurgaon
Pune
Hyderabad
Chennai
Noida
Kolkata
Ahmedabad

Source: Times of India, p.1, Nov. 20, 2023
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the top 10 women-led star-
tups in the country. The
funding landscape for wom-
en-led companies showed a
significant surge inthe num-
ber of rounds, risingfrom171
in 2014 to 460 in 2022. Howev-
er, there was a sharp decline
in 2023, with the number of
rounds dropping to 185. The
fundinginto women-led star-
tups has decreased from 183
startupsin 2014 toamere sev-
en this year.

The number of women-
led unicorns from 2008 to 2018
was 14, the data showed. Ben-
galuru-based neobank Open,
which became the 100th uni-
corn, has two women co foun-
ders -also its COO Mabel
Chacko and CFO Deena Ja-
cob. Nykaa, Mamaearth, Has-
ura, Pristyn Care, OfBusi-
ness, Mobikwik, The Good
Glamm Group, Livspace are
the other Indian unicorns
with at least one women co-
founder. Recently, Ma-
maearth’s parent entity Ho-
nasa Consumer went public
earlier in November.
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CM: Fix all glitches
of guarantees by Dec

BENGALURU, DHNS

hief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Wednesday
directed authorities to
set right glitches in the im-
plementation of the flagship
Gruha Lakshmi scheme and
ensure all eligible women re-
ceive payments by December.

Siddaramaiah held back-
to-back meetingstotake stock
of the four guarantees.

Under Gruha Lakshmi, the
woman head of a household
receives Rs 2,000 per month.

At the meeting, Siddara-
maiah wastold that1.17 crore
women had registered till
date and 1.10 crore of them
had received payments. The
remaining beneficiaries are
not receiving payments due
to confusion in their bank
account details and Aadhaar
linkage.

Siddaramaiahwastold that
Anganwadi workers were be-
ingropedin totake beneficia-
ries to the banks and to sort
out the problems.

The CM said that Gruha
Lakshmi Adalats must be
conducted in every gram pan-
chayat to address problems
related to the bank accounts
and the Aadhaar linkage.

On Gruha Jyothi, under
which 200 units of power is
free, Siddaramaiah noted
that 12 lakh Revenue Reg-
ister (RR) numbers are not
enrolled. Under this scheme,
1.62 crore citizens have reg-
istered and 1.50 crore house-
holds are drawing benefits.
Since August, the govern-

crore on free power.

For Anna Bhagya,inwhich
every BPL member gets an
additional 5 kg rice free, the
government has spent Rs
2,444 11 crore, so far. Bene-
ficiaries are being given cash
inlieuofrice. In October, 1.10
BPL card holders have re-
ceived money. Around 12.95
lakh beneficiaries have been
covered by getting them to
link Aadhaar with their bank
accounts. Another 2.60 lakh
have been made to open new
accounts at post offices.

There are 7.67 lakh inel-
igible ration cards. In most
cases, the head of the family
is not available at the given
address, the CM was told. In
such cases, the second senior
member of the family must
receive the money. The CM
asked authorities to place this
proposal before the Cabinet.
By December 31, all eligible
beneficiaries must get cov-
ered, Siddaramaiah said.

Shakti schemereviewed
The CM also reviewed the
Shakti scheme under which
freetravelis provided towom-
en in government buses. Up
until November 21, a total of
99.75 crore tickets were is-
sued for free travel under the
scheme.

The figure is expected to
touch 100 crore in a couple
of days, Siddaramaiah noted.

The monthly number of
passengers has risen from
84.17 in April (before Shak-
ti) to 1.08 to 1.15 crore now,
officials told the chief

ment has sBent Rs 2,900 minister.
Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Nov. 23, 2023
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Under Shakti, women
clock 100 crore rides

Over 60L Avail
Facility A Day
Across K'taka

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: The Shakti
scheme, which provides free
travel for women in govern-
ment buses, achieved a signi-
ficant milestone on Wednes-
day, with the number of rides
taken by beneficiaries cros-
sing100 crore.

The scheme — one of the
five guarantees announced
by the Congress when it
ascended to power — was
launched on June 11. On av-
erage, 60 lakh women are av-
ailing the free travel facility
in the state daily. In the last fi-
ve months, the four road
transport corporations have
incurred an expenditure of
Rs 2,397 crore to provide free
travel to women travellers in
their ordinary bus services.

While over 32.7 crore wo-
men passengers travelled on
buses operated by Bangalore
Metropolitan Transport Cor-
poration (BMTC), more than
30.1 crore took rides on Kar-
nataka State Road Transport
Corporation (KSRTC) buses,
23.4 crore on North Western
Karnataka Road Transport
Corporation (NWKRTC) bu-
ses, and 14.3 crore on Kalyana
Karnataka Road Transport
Corporation (KKRTC)buses.

KSRTC managing direc-
tor Anbu Kumar told TOI,
“When the scheme was laun-
ched in June, it received an
overwhelmingresponse. Eve-
ryone thought the numbers

PASSENGERS FROM JUNE 6 TO NOV 22

" . AIVAJ (. "‘.

Total passengers

Viho travelled 534 | 581 39.7 273 | 1785
Total rides taken

bywomen| 301 | 327 | 234 | 143 | 1005

passengers

Ticket value

forwomen| 900 | 420 600 475 | 2,397
travellers (Rs)

All numbers in crores | Source: KSRTC | Ticket values rounded off

would gradually fall, but that
didn’thappen.Onanaverage,
60 lakh women passengers
areusingthefacility and 56 %
passengers travelling on bu-
ses are women. Prior to the
Shakti scheme, about 85 lakh
people would travel a day on
RTC buses; the number has
now touched1.08 crore.”
Providing free travel faci-
lities was not an easy task for
the RTCs, considering their
fleet size and crew shortage.
Moreover, RTCs were recove-
ring from financial distress
induced by the Covid-19 pan-
demic, and free travel has hu-
gefinancial implications.
Transport minister Ra-
malinga Reddy said, “RTCs
have successfully executed
the scheme, and crossing the
100-crore mark is an achieve-
ment. Previous governments
failed to add buses to the fleet
of RTCs, which had a crew
shortage of 13,000. Opposi-
tion parties were sceptical
about the execution of the
project and ridiculed the go-
vernment. We’ll continue the
scheme with all necessary
support tothe corporations.”
Asked about a pending
grant from the state govern-

ment towards the scheme’s
expenses, he said, “The state
government is clearing the
billsafter scrutinizingthedo-
cuments submitted by the
corporations. A reimburse-
ment of Rs 800 crore is pen-
ding. Atarecent meeting, the
chief minister gave direc-
tions to the finance depart-
ment to clear the bills.”

Smart cards for women?
Meanwhile, the authorities
arestudyingthefeasibility of
issuing smart cards to the
scheme’s beneficiaries,
which will help generate mo-
re accurate data on distance
travelled and expenditure in-
curred. At present, conduc-
tors issue tickets (zero cost)
to the women passengers af-
ter verifying their ID cards.
After the Shakti scheme
waslaunched, the RTCsfaced
criticism from various quar-
ters for not operating an ade-
quate number of buses. Inru-
ral areas, there were several
instances of students protes-
ting against the authorities.
Anbu Kumar said that the
corporations have already
started inducting new buses
toaddress thisissue.

Source: Times of India, p.4, Nov. 24, 2023
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Governance

Tourists need better facilities
at Hampi, says Karnataka HC

Requests Advocate-General to convey its suggestion to the State govt. to take necessary steps as

tourism yields good revenue to the exchequer

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

tating that the World
s Heritage Site of Ham-

pi needed better tou-
rism infrastructure and fa-
cilities for tourists, the
High Court Karnataka on
Saturday requested the Ad-
vocate-General to convey
its suggestion to the State
government to take neces-
sary steps as tourism
would also yield good reve-
nue to the exchequer.

A Division Bench, com-
prising Chief Justice Pra-
sanna B. Varale and Justice
Krishna S. Dixit, made
these observations orally
while hearing a PIL peti-
tion filed in 2016 on the is-
sue of illegal buildings in
prohibited and regulated
zones of Sowmya Keshava
temple, an ancient monu-
ment, situated at Naga-
mangala in  Mandya
district.

Karnataka was number
one in tourism in the
1990s, and now perhaps
Madhya Pradesh was in the

o

The government can consult experts for creating better facilities by

adhering to the norms attached to World Heritage Sites, HC said.

top position, the Bench
said.

Hampi required better
tourism facilities as the ex-
isting facilities were not
sufficient for tourists and
the government had to do
something to address the
issue, it added.

The government could
always consult experts for
creating better facilities by
adhering to the norms at-
tached to World Heritage
Sites, the Bench said.

Small countries
Pointing out that there
were several small coun-

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Nov. 19, 2023

Hampi requires
better tourism
facilities as the
existing facilities are
not sufficient for
tourists and the
government has to
do something to
address the issue,

says the court

tries in the world whose
Budget depended entirely
upon the income from tou-
rism in the absence of in-
dustrial and other sources
for generating revenue, the
Bench said the State go-
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vernment could adopt best
practices in tourism as Kar-
nataka had a large number
of tourism destinations
that could generate good
revenue if proper facilities
were provided for tourists
at such places.

Meanwhile, the Bench
directed the Archaeologi-
cal Survey of India (ASI) to
issue notices to owners
and occupants of 1,566
buildings, as found in ASI’s
survey, existing around the
Sowmya Keshava temple to
verify whether the build-
ings were built illegally in
violation of the provisions
of the Ancient Monuments
and Archaeological Sites
and Remains Act, 1958.

During the earlier hear-
ing, the Bench had ex-
pressed displeasure over
the slow pace of action by
the Mandya district admi-
nistration and the ASI in
surveying constructions
around the temple, and in-
itiating further action des-
pite a direction issued in
this regard by the court in
2020.
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Amid drought, a political slugfest

Allegations and trivial issues have taken precedence over the issue of drought

STATE OF PLAY

R. Krishna Kumar
krishna.kr@thehindu.co.in

uring a year of unpre-
l) cedented drought,

which has accentuat-
ed the agricultural crisis in
Karnataka, the political res-
ponse to the farmers’ eco-
nomic distress has come un-
der the scanner.

This year, the south west
monsoon was one of the worst
in recent years. The State was
left with a 25% rainfall defi-
ciency as it received 642 mm
of rain against the normal of
852 mm between June 1 and
October 31. Rainfall was
skewed. Rainfall was neither
uniformly distributed nor
timely. This resulted in crop
loss and a decline in yield.

The cumulative storage in
the major reservoirs was
452.91 thousand million cubic
(TMC) feet against the gross
storage capacity of 895.62
TMC ft (50.56% of the installed
capacity) as on November 17.
The crop loss has been pegged
at more than ¥30,000 crore.
Though the Congress govern-
ment has declared 223 taluks
out of 236 as drought-affected,
the farmers are peeved that it

has not announced any
drought-relief measures to at-
tenuate their hardship.

The Opposition comprising
the Bharatiya Jamata Party
(BJP) and the Janata Dal (Secu-
lar) continue to be in confron-
tational mode. They have
faulted the State government
for prioritising the implemen-
tation of the five guarantee
schemes — Gruha Jyothi (200
units of free electricity to ev-
ery household), Gruha Laksh-
mi (32,000 to woman house-
hold-head in the BPL or below
poverty line category), Anna
Bhagya (10 kilogrammes of
rice to each person in the BPL

Karnataka

category), Yuvanidhi (3,000
and 1,500 for unemployed
graduates and diploma hol-
ders, respectively), and Shakti
(free bus travel for women in
public buses) — that will cost
the exchequer nearly 58,000
crore per annum. Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah in turn ques-
tioned the Opposition’s “dea-
fening silence”. He said that
BJP MPs have not argued Kar-
nataka’s case before the Prime
Minister or secured funds for
drought relief. In fact, the gua-
rantees are providing succour
in a drought year, he argued.

Instead of engaging with
the government on providing
relief to the drought-affected
people or highlighting the
hardship of the farmers, the
BJP and the JD(S) are accused
of raking up trivial subjects
which divert attention from
drought.

Over the last few days,
former Chief Minister and JD
(S) leader H.D. Kumaraswamy
has been levelling allegations
of corruption against the go-
vernment based on a short vi-
deo in which Yathindra, son of
Mr. Siddaramaiah, is seen issu-
ing instructions over phone.
Though the conversation in
the video clip lacks any con-
text, the Opposition sought to
implicate Mr. Siddaramaiah by
arguing that Mr. Yathindra’s
conversation revolved around
cash-for-posting. The Con-
gress strongly rebuffed this al-
legation. The Opposition also

speaks every now and then of
the “imminent collapse” of
the government “within six
months” or of a change of
Chief Minister, in an attempt
to needle the Congress. This
resulted in another round of
rebuttal from the ruling party.
The Congress, meanwhile,
mocked the BJP’s drought stu-
dy tour. Dubbing it a “photo
opportunity”, it said that a
Central government team had
already conducted a tour.
While the Centre has unde-
niably delayed the release of
funds to provide for drought
relief, the State government
has come under flak for not
being proactive by announc-
ing a few policy measures to
help farmers. This includes
announcing support price for
drought-tolerant crops such as
millets and jowar, backed by
an assured purchase mechan-
ism for distribution under the
Anna Bhagya scheme. Such a
policy initiative would have al-
so encouraged farmers to cul-
tivate millets and jowar and
bailed them out of their finan-
cial distress to a considerable
extent. Besides, it would have
discouraged farmers from
growing paddy or sugarcane,
which are water-guzzling
crops. The political establish-
ment should also have spent
time  discussing climate
change, which has altered
rainfall patterns, and pre-
pared farmers to deal with it.
But none of this has been
touched upon; instead, a polit-
ical slugfest involving the re-
lease of funds along with a
host of allegations and coun-
ter-allegations have taken pre-
cedence over the actual han-
dling of drought. The
unending acerbic war of
words between the Congress
and the Opposition alliance is
set to echo in the winter ses-
sion of the State Assembly that
will be held in Belagavi from
the first week of December.

Source: The Hindu, p.9, Nov. 21, 2023
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To tackle fake marks cards, govt. makes digital
academic documents for recruitments official

Higher education institutions have been directed to store UG and PG mark sheets, certificates, and other documents in NAD-DigiLocker

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

o avoid the menace
T of fake marks
cards, the State go-

vernment has decided to
make digital marks cards
and educational certifi-
cates official for
recruitments.

The government has is-
sued an order that recruit-
ing authorities and institu-
tions should consider the
marks cards and educa-
tional certificates in the Na-
tional Academic Deposito-
ry (NAD)-DigiLocker as
official during
recruitment.

In addition, from the
academic year 2023-24,
subordinate departments
under the Department of
Higher Education, public
universities, and all educa-
tional institutions have
been directed to compul-
sorily store graduation and
postgraduation marks
sheets, certificates, and
other academic docu-
ments in digital form on
NAD-DigiLocker.

=

Afile photo of the fake marks cards and certificates seized in

Kalaburagi.

Higher education stu-
dents have also been ad-
vised to register their cre-
dits in the ‘Academic Bank
of Credits (ABC)”

The Union government
has set up NAD, a digital
depository of educational
awards (certificates), to
bring about administrative
and educational reforms in
the education sector.

Since the launch of
NAD, educational institu-
tions, including Central
universities, State universi-

ties, private universities,
Central higher education
institutions, school boards,
are uploading their educa-
tional awards in NAD. Ma-
ny users are using NAD ser-
vices through DigiLocker
to get their academic
awards online.

The UGC has informed
all universities, higher edu-
cational institutes, and sta-
keholders concerned to
use NAD services through
DigiLocker for institutions
seeking to verify academic

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Nov. 23, 2023

records. The original docu-
ments available on Digi-
Locker are valid docu-
ments as per the
provisions of the Informa-
tion Technology Act, 2020.
Also, higher education in-
stitutions have been asked
to accept digital academic
documents, as attested
documents are available
on DigiLocker.

On the other hand, un-
der the National Education
Policy (NEP 2020) the Un-
ion government has
launched the Academic
Bank of Credit Scheme
(ABC) for higher education
students. ABC is a system
in which students accumu-
late credits earned at un-
dergraduate and postgrad-
uate levels and credits can
be transferrable when stu-
dents shift from the institu-
tion.

Budget announcement

The State government an-
nounced in the 2023-24
Budget that to avoid the
menace of fake marks
sheets, steps will be taken
to make it mandatory for
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all higher education stu-
dents to register with ABC
and for recruitment, marks
cards, and educational cer-

tificates in
NAD-DigiLocker.
Although steps have

been taken by the State go-
vernment to store marks
cards and other education-
al documents in NAD-Digi-
Locker through the Unified
University College Manage-
ment System (UUCMS) por-
tal, no university has
uploaded the academic
documents of the previous
years’ students on Digi-
Locker. Students are also
not aware of the move.

The government has
now ordered the storage of
all degree and postgradua-
tion marks cards and aca-
demic certificates of stu-
dents of higher
educational institutions on
NAD-DigiLocker. The stu-
dents have been told to re-
gister and store the credits
obtained with ABC com-
pulsorily.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Vidyashree, who aspires to
join the government ser-

vice, welcomed the move.
“I am working in a private
company and applied for a
government job and suc-
cessfully wrote the com-
petitive exam recently. On-
line applications are being
invited for government
jobs. All the original docu-
ments including the mark
sheets should be scanned
and uploaded online. Ma-
ny times, the files are not
uploaded due to server
and Internet problems.
Getting our academic doc-
uments through DigiLock-
er will be more convenient
for candidates and recruit-
ment authorities. Even
private organisations are
asking for digital records
these days.”

Lingaraja Gandhi, Vice-
Chancellor of Bengaluru
City University, called it a
good reform. “We have al-
ready completed two con-
vocations and uploaded all
the educational docu-
ments, including marks
cards, on DigiLocker. Stu-
dents and recruiting auth-
orities can use these as per
requirement.”
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Policejobs: Re-testby
KEA rightdecision

he Karnataka government has taken the right
I decision in entrusting the conduct of re-exami-
nation for recruitment of police sub-inspectors

(PSI) to the Karnataka Examination Authority (KEA).
The High Court, which disposed of a batch of petitions
challenging the re-examination, had held that a re-test
should be held for PSIrecruitment since the earlier test
was rigged, and that the re-test should be conducted by
anindependentagency. The KEA fits the bill sinceit has
been conducting entrance tests for lakhs of students as-
piring to get admitted to professional courses including
medical, dental and engineering colleges, since 1994.
In 2006, the government had converted KEA into an
autonomous body by registering it under the Societies
Registration Act (1960). The re-examination to fill the
545 vacant posts of PSIs will be held on December 23.

The examinations were first held by the recruitment
wingofthe police departmentin October 2021 when the
BJP governmentwasin power. With several cases of mal-
practice and irregularities coming to light, the then gov-
ernment had annulled the entire process. The accused
were allegedly found to have used bluetooth devices to
commit malpractices, while some others had tampered
with the OMR sheets. While 52 candidates were de-
barred permanently, investigations led to the arrest of
the then Additional Director General of Police (ADGP)
Amrit Pauland several other police officers. Over 54,000
candidateshad appeared forthe
examinations. Candidates who
were selected provisionally had Govt should
challenged the Government Or- revamp KPSC
der annulling the entire selec-
tion process and had demanded and conduct
that a fresh test be conducted B\ NI 111111218
only for tainted candidates. The s
courtheld thatsuchsegregation through it
wasnot possible as the selection =
of the petitioners too was not
free from suspicion as the question paper had also been
leaked before the examinations Thearrest ofa top-rank-
ing police officer who wasin charge of recruitments had
also eroded public trust and confidence, the court said
and held that the option exercised by the government
to order re-examination was based on sound reasoning.

The controversy also draws attention to the role of the
Karnataka Public Service Commission, which was setup
to conductrecruitment tests for government jobs. With
the body facing a credibility crisis following charges of
corruption in its functioning, different government de-
partmentsandbodies preferto conductrecruitments on
their own. But the cure has turned out to be worse than
the disease, as the PSI recruitment scandal showed. If
the purity of examinations has be maintained, touse the
words of the High Court, the government should com-
pletely revamp KPSC and appoint personnel of highest
integrity. Chief Minister Siddaramaiah should give this
hisimmediate attention.

Source: Deccan Herald, p 8., Nov. 24, 2023
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Social Issues

K’taka Lokayukta

sees 80% rise in
number of cases

CHETANB C
BENGALURU, DHNS

hereisan80%riseinthe
I number of cases regis-
tered by Karnataka Lo-
kayukta, the anti-corruption
watchdog. The spike follows
the scrapping of the Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau (ACB) and
the subsequent handover of
its powers to the Lokayukta.

Accordingtodataaccessed
by DH, the Lokayukta regis-
tered 8,664 cases in the fi-
nancial year 2022-23, a jump
from4,793 casesduring 2021-
22. It has already registered
5,135 cases from April to the
first week of November this
year, and officials expect the
cases to reach the 10,000-
mark.

Lokayukta B S Patil at-
tributed the rise in cases to
proactive action and frequent
surprise checks by officials.
He said that people’s trust in
the Lokayuktamayalsobean-
other reason. Patil acknowl-
edged thatthe ombudsmanis
understaffed but said vacan-

cies are being filled up.

The authority is facing a
staff shortage of atleast 25%-
30%, said an official who
spoke to DH on condition of
anonymity.

Patil told DH that posts of
three superintendents of po-
liceand seven deputy superin-
tendents of police in the state
are yet to be filled. This apart,
a fair number of support staff
vacancies are to be filled. Pa-
til said a separate committee
was formed and deliberations
were heldontheissue of short-
age. “We have written to the
governmentand vacanciesare
being filled up,” he said.

Proactive measures

“I have sent a circular to all
senior officials which man-
dates surprise inspections
and slapping of cases without
compromise if violations are
seen,” Patil said. “During sur-
prise checks, peoplereach out
to us and file complaints on
the spot. It shows that people
trust the Lokayukta.”

» Lokayukta, Page 4
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K'taka Lokayukta
sees 80% risein
number of cases

Lokayukta, from Page 1

He noted that since the Lo-
kayukta took over from the
ACB, it has cleared a lot of
legacy cases. The efficiency
and effectiveness of Lo-
kayuktaisleading to the fast
disposal of cases.

The Lokayukta sleuths
recently raided 43 BBMP
offices, 23 sub-registrar of-
fices and a few RTO offices,
catching government offi-
cials unawares. The sleuths
followed up the raids with
another round of surprise
checks. “When we went to
the same offices again, we
learned thata fair number of
pending works were cleared.
Our raids are yielding re-

sultsi” Patil said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p 1& 4., Nov. 20, 2023
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Kantharaj panel’s
original report
goes missing

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

Amid misgivings by the do-
minant Veerashaiva-Lin-
gayats and Vokkaliga com-
munities over the
Socio-Economic and Edu-
cational Survey (caste cen-
sus) by the Karnataka State
Commission for Backward
Classes, another contro-
versy has erupted over the
missing documents from
the erstwhile H. Kantharaj
Commission that conduct-
ed the survey. However,
the data collected for the

census, for which
signatures of Mr.
Kantharaj, commission

members, and member-se-
cretary were affixed, is in-
tact, commission sources
said.

It now emerges that the
original report of the Kan-
tharaj commission has
been missing following
which the commission
communicated with the
then commission’s mem-
ber-secretary N.V. Prasad,
seeking his response. Com-
mission sources said that
despite reminders, it has
not received any response.
While the printed copies of
the Kantharaj commission
report had  scanned
signatures of Mr. Kantharaj
and other members, the
signature of the member-
secretary is missing, the
commission’s official com-
munication, copies of
which are with The Hindu,
show.

Following the 214th spe-
cial meeting of the com-
mission in August 2021
during which it was decid-
ed to open four sealed
trunks containing the Kan-
tharaj commission’s find-
ings, the current commis-
sion is learnt to have found
printed books containing
the data, the main report
and two compact discs.
The commission, it is
learnt, had decided to seek
additional information
from the then member-se-
cretary since his name fi-
gured in the report. In the
absence of a reply, the
commission in  August
2022 wanted to know from
Mr. Prasad if he had dis-

Govt. seeks
new report

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Congress government,
in a communication to the
Karnataka State Commis-
sion for Backward Classes,
is learnt have sought a new
report based on the data
collected as part of the So-
cio-Economic and Educa-
tional Survey (caste cen-
sus) in 2015 by the then H.
Kantharaj commission.

“This (Congress) go-
vernment has asked for a
new report. Though the
old report (Kantharaj com-
mission report) is not
needed now, it would have
helped the current com-
mission to hasten the pro-
cess. If the old (original) re-
port was available, it would
have helped us with indica-
tors and weightage that the
previous commission had
given to each caste.” Since
the original data is intact,
are in the process of ready-
ing the report, sources
said.

sented with the report
findings as he had not af-
fixed the signature. Com-
mission sources said they
did not receive response
for both communications.

Data intact

Meanwhile, commission
sources said the data in the
printed copy and the soft
copy that has signatures of
the then commission chair-
person and members be-
sides the member-secre-
tary is intact. “What is
missing is only the original
copy of the commission re-
port. When we sought to
know details from the then
member-secretary, we did
not get any response.”
Commission sources said
that since data is available,
providing report will not
be affected.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Wednesday told
reporters that he was not
aware of the missing report
in the commission.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Nov. 23, 2023
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Caste census report to be delayed; BC
panel chief’s tenure to be extended

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

The report of the much de-
bated socio-economic sur-
vey (caste census) will be
delayed as the State go-
vernment is set to extend
the tenure of the current
chairman of Karnataka
State Commission for Back-
ward Classes, K. Jayapra-
kash Hegde, as the work on
the survey report is yet to
be completed. The State
government has been un-
der pressure to act on the
survey after the Bihar go-
vernment published the
caste census recently.

' e

K. Jayaprakash Hegde

Mr. Hegde - whose
three-year tenure is set to
end on November 25 — had
earlier said that the report
would be submitted before
November.

However, he is now
learnt to have sought time

The BJP recently appointed a Lingayat leader, B. Y.
Vijayendra, as its state unit chief while R. Ashok, a
Vokkaliga leader, has been appointed as Leader of
the Opposition in the Legislative Assembly.

On Wednesday, Mr. Siddaramaiah told repor-
ters that the government would continue Mr.
Hegde till he submitted the report.

“He has met me once and sought two to three
months time. I have told him to give the report be-
fore January.”

Replying on the opposition by caste groups to
the report, the Chief Minister said: “Some are op-
posed to the report even before seeing it. The
Cabinet will discuss the report after it is
submitted.”

Asked about the opposition by the Vokkaligara
Sangha, he said: “They met me on Tuesday. I have
asked them why they were against the report
since no one, including me, has seen the report
yet.”

On news reports about Deputy Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar being opposed to it, Mr. Siddara-
maiah said: “The Deputy Chief Minister has not
spoken about the issue with me.”

Conducted in 2015

Though the survey was conducted in 2015 when
H. Kantharaj headed the commission, the report
could not be submitted as the member-secretary
had not affixed his signature even as Chief Minis-
ters, including Mr. Siddaramaiah, had dithered on
accepting the report.

However, a large number of most backward
castes that have hardly had any reservation bene-
fits either in public employment or education, are
eagerly awaiting the report that can throw light on
their status in comparison to other backward
classes.

Survey report

Sources in the backward classes commission said
that the panel had sought time to complete the so-
cio-economic survey report. “The commission
felt that the report has long-term ramifications
and that it should not be done in a hurry. Hence,
more time has been sought,” they said.

The sources claimed that about 90% of the
work on the report was ready, and that the com-
mission would be in a position to submit it to the
government in the next few weeks.

from the government to do
so. Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Wednesday said
that the term of the chair-
man would be extended till
the time the report got rea-
dy for submission. The Ca-
binet meeting scheduled
for Thursday would dis-
cuss the issue before a de-
cision is taken on the
length of the extension of
the tenure, sources said.
The development
comes in the backdrop of
hectic lobbying by the two
land owning dominant
communities — Veerashai-
va/ Lingayats and Vokkali-
gas — who have opposed

Source: The Hindu, p.1&6, Nov. 23, 2023
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release of the commis-
sion’s report based on the
data that they have termed
as “unscientific”.

Though the Congress at
the national level is seeking
a caste census to deter-
mine the status of OBCs,
sources aware of the deve-
lopments indicated that
the government was set to
extend the tenure in the
light of the “perceived an-
ger” of these communities
that could impact the elec-
toral outcome in the Lok
Sabha elections next year.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 6



Don’t oppose socic-economic survey
based on wrong assumptions: CM

‘Let the commission
submit the report’

B S

BAGALKOT, DHNS

socio-economic survey
(caste census) report with-
out knowing the content, Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah saidon
Thursday. He asked the polit-
ical leaders across party lines
not to draw conclusions on
the Kantharaj-led BC panel’s
report based on the wrong as-
sumptions or hearsay.
Speaking toreporters here,
Siddaramaiah said, “Let the
backward classes commis-
sion submit the report. Let’s
discuss the issue and decide
on the next course of action.”
Rejecting H D Kumaras-
wamy’s charge that the caste
census was a ploy by Congress
to divide the society, the chief
minister said, “Caste census
needed to remove inequali-

It is not right to oppose the

BJP to wait

and watch

Amid arow over the
ongoing tussle over the
implementation of the
caste census report,
the Opposition BJP
hasdecided toadopta
wait-and-watch policy
regarding the implemen-
tation of the caste census
reportinthe state.
Former chief minis-
ters BS Yediyurappa
and Basavaraj Bommai
said that the party
should take a stand on
theissue only after the
government decides to
implementit.

knows what’s in the report. It
is unjust to talk about it with-
outknowingits content. Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
has accepted the report. Has
he divided the society there,”
he questioned.

When asked about the orig-

missing, Siddaramaiah said
he was notaware of it and that
he would talk to the Backward
Classes Commission chairman
Jayaprakash Hegde.

The previous Congress gov-
ernment led by Siddaramaiah
in 2015 had commissioned the
social-economic and educa-
tional survey, at an estimated
costofRs170 croreinthestate,
the findings of which have not
been made publicyet.

The state Backward Class-
es Commissionunder the then
chairperson HKantharajuwas
tasked with preparing a caste
census report. The survey
work was completed in 2018,
towards the end of Siddara-
maiah’s first tenure as Chief
Minister, but wasnotaccepted
or made public.

The opposition parties have
been sternly opposing the sur-
veysaying thatitis unscientific
and half-baked. Even a couple
of Siddaramaiah’s Cabinet col-
leagues, including hisdeputy D
K Shivakumar, have signed a
petition of the Vokkaliga com-
munity opposing the caste

tiesin thesocieg. Noone reallx inal copy of the reEort going census reEort.

Source: Deccan Herald, p 6., Nov. 24, 2023
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Urban Affairs
Eight companies provide
land to metro free of cost

Leased out
for nominal

Private firms

Land parted
free of cost

(in sgm)

Firms request govt to complete

project as per deadline RMZ Infotech Pvt Ltd 7286
Infosys 2889.4
v NTTF 1784.17 1703.03
Biocon Ltd 2614 1751
NAVEEN MENEZES entirely. A Munireddy 279 5
BENGALURU, DHNS Munireddy’s grandson Total Environment Building 2722 g
Sharath told DH that they Systems Pvt Ltd

ta time when land val-  did not mind parting with the  prestige Notting Hill 3715 :
ues are soaring, eight land free of cost as the Metro  |nvestments

Eivate project. would yjyaq Telecom Pyt Ltd 1194.1 -

firms have ceded
their prime land
for the Metro
project in Benga-
luru, amounting
to nearly 16,000
square meters,
free of cost. This gesture has
enabled the Bangalore Metro
Rail Corporation Ltd (BMR-
CL) to save a significant sum,
estimatedatleastRs175crore.
Normally, landowners are
compensated withanamount
that is two to four times the
guidancevalue.

Among these firms, four
have parted with theirland un-
conditionally. They include A
Munireddy, owner ofthe AMR
Tech Park on Hosur Road;
Total Environment Building
Systems; Prestige Notting Hill
Investmentson Bannerghatta
Road; and Vikas Telecom Pvt
Ltd, located at Kadubeesana-
halli on the Outer Ring Road.
These entities have foregone

namma

ﬁ)dif;é (0\ .
metro

%) helpover10,000
employeeswork-
ing in their tech

« ) park.
K “The long ex-
pressway along
Hosurroad does
not help us atall as it does not
have any up and down ramp
near our campus. We have all
been waiting for the Metro.

Ouronlyrequestis thatthe of-

ficials should ensure the proj-

ectiscompleted well withinits
deadline,” he said.

Nominal lease fee

In cases where land was not
donated outright, Namma
Metro has arranged to lease
either all or part of the ‘gifted’
land back to the private firms.
The lease fee is Rs 1,000 per
year for a period of 99 years.
The firms involved in these
leaseagreementsinclude Ben-
galuru-based Infosys, Biocon,
and RMZ Infotech, as well as

Total______________115926.27 1663013

Foundation (NTTF).

While some believe that
this arrangement allows pri-
vate firms to maintain indirect
control over their property,
officials have clarified thatthe
land is leased back under the
stipulation thatit must be used
for non-commercial purposes.
Such uses include creating
access points to campuses or
developing the land as green
spaces or parking areas after
Metro construction is com-
pleted.

“Theland of RMZ Infotech,
for instance, falls in between
two Metro pillars. Since there
is no utilisation value for us,
we gave it back as it is need-
ed for vehicles to enter their
campus,’Channappa Gowdar,
special land acquisition officer
at BMRCL told DH. “In other
cases, only part of their land

their campus was the primary
reason. There is no monetary
gain for the companies,” he
said.

Besidesdonating theirland,
Infosys and Biocon are also
sponsoring the construction
oftwo separate Metro stations
on Hosur Road. Given the dis-
tance between their campus
and the forthcoming Konap-
panaAgrahara Metro station,
Infosys plans to construct an
air-conditioned footbridge for
employeeuse over the ‘leased’
land.

Although it is not specified
how the Biocon campus will
be accessible from the Metro
station, officials have indicat-
ed that the Nettur Technical
Training Foundation (NTTF)
intends to utilize its adjoining
vacant land for parking be-
cause the Metro viaduct cuts

any monetag comBensation the Nettur Technical Traininﬁ is given back. Accessibiliﬁ to through its Rrogeﬂ.
Source: Deccan Herald, p. 3, Nov. 18, 2023
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Bosch to pay Rs 30 cr
for metro subway to its
campus at Lakkasandra

BENGALURU, DHNS

angalore Metro Rail
BCorporation Limited

(BMRCL) and Bosch
Limited on Friday signed
a 30-year agreement for
providing direct access to
the German multinational’s
Adugodi campus from the
Lakkasandra underground
metro station.

Bosch will fund the un-
derground walkway while
the BMRCL will construct
it. The walkway will be 70
metres long and 5.5 metres
wide. It will cost Rs 30 crore
to build, according to the
BMRCL.

Authorities hope that the
walkwaywillhelp more than
12,000 Bosch employees as
they wouldn’t have to cross
the road to reach the metro
station.

The agreement was
signed by BMRCL boss An-
jum Parwez and Aravind
Maiya, Senior General Man-
ager, Bosch Limited, in the
presence of other senior of-
ficials from both sides, ac-
cording to a statement from
Namma Metro.
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BMRCL boss Anjum Parwez and Bosch Limited’s Senior

General Manager Aravind Maiya sign the agreement on the
Lakkasandra metro walkway on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Thisisthefirstsuchagree-
ment on the 21.26-km Pink
Line, which will connect
Kalena Agrahara to Naga-
wara and will have Bengalu-
ru’s longest metro tunnel at
13.76 km.

The Lakkasandra metro
station will have two en-
trances, providing access to

oppositesides of the arterial
Bannerghatta Road,accord-
ing to officials.

Tunnelling hasbeen com-
pleted between Dairy Circle
and Venkateshpura. The sta-
tion work at Lakkasandra is
going on ata brisk pace.

The Pink Line is targeted
to be ready by March 2025.

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 3, Nov. 18, 2023
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To steer Bidadi growth, K'taka upgrades planning body

Authority gets more
teethtookaynew
developmentplans

——

NAVEEN MENEZES
BENGALURU, DHNS

'- I -‘he long-pending plan to
develop Bidadi as Ben-
galuru’sown Gurugram

hasreceived a shotin the arm

with the Congress-led state
government upgrading the
eight-year-old planning au-
thoritywith powersto approve

undertake civil works.

The move, insiders say, is
aimed at reviving the Bidadi
Township project, which is
spread across 39 villages to-
talling 10,000 acres ofland.

On Saturday, the Urban
Development Department
(UDD) issued an order to
rename and upgrade Bidadi
Smart City Planning Author-
ity as Greater Bengaluru De-
velopment Authority (GBDA).
This is expected to pave the
way for faster implementa-
tion of government directions
includingacquisition ofland as
the “empowered” GBDA can
function independently.

Besides upgrading the au-

‘Bidadi to be new Bengaluru’

Bidadi Smart City Planning Authority renamed Greater

Bengaluru Development Authority (GBDA)

m Sources say govt is planning to
revive Bidadi Township project

by creating facilities for people to

work and live without travelling
long distances (Bidadi is 35 km
from Bengaluru)

= Bidadi will be a ‘new
Bengaluru' butata
smaller scale, they say
= The township
project is spread
across 39 villages

posted the commissioner of
Bangalore Metropolitan Re-
gional Development Author-
ity (BMRDA) as the head of
GBDA while the planning di-
rector of BMRDA will be the
member secretary.

Earlier this month, Deputy
Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar had announced an exten-
sion of Metro to Bidadi, which
is 35 km from Bengaluru. Re-
cently, the DyCM along with
his brother DK Suresh —who
is also the Member of Parlia-
ment from Bengaluru Rural
constituency—had visited the
yet-to-be-formed township,
triggering speculations of the
project’srevival.

new develogment Elans and thori% the ﬁovemment has e =2 == : » Bidadi, Paies

The pushtosteer growth to-
wards the southern part of
Bengaluru’s outskirts comes
almost a decade later. In
June 2016, the government
had createdalocal planning
region in Bidadi to develop
38 villages of Ramanagara
district as ‘new’ Bengaluru.
The plan did not take off. Al-
most a decade before that,
reality firm DLF Group was
giventhe contracttodevelop
Bidadi as a knowledge park
butthe companybacked out
citing delay in acquisition
of land and low sentiment
among thereal estatesector.

On both occasions, the
ambitious plan was seen as
analternative to Whitefield,
Electronic Cityand Sarjapur
Road, where all the IT ma-
jorsarelocated.

A senior official told DH
thatthe government is seri-
ously considering the plan
to revive Bidadi Township
by creating facilities for
people towork, live and play
without travelling long dis-
tances.

“The purpose of creating
GBDA isvery different from
Bengaluru Development
Authority (BDA). Bidadiwill
be a new Bengaluru butata

small scalei” he said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 1&5, Nov. 22, 2023
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Now, Al-driven tool to beat Ben_galuru s traffic

Predlctlve analysis
tohelp cops plan for
congestion

v

UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
BENGALURU, DHNS

heBengaluru Traffic Po-
lice (BTP) are now using
Al-powered predictive
analysis to study, predict and
prepare for congestion on

in real-time so they can plan
their commute.

DH accessed data from the
police for one such junction --
Iblur on the Outer Ring Road
where the experiment is cur-
rently on. Scraping data from
camera feeds and third-party
sources to assess the vehicle
volume atany hour onanyday
of the week, BTP is drawing
upon Al-powered predictive
analysis to arm themselves
against a potential gridlock
situation.

Throughout September,
Iblurjunction, which links the

Corridors

under study
Old MadrasRoad %
Hosur Road

Outer Ring Road
(east and west)

Inner Ring Road
Ballari Road
Mysuru Road

gestion, with about 4 km of
congestion per day. At peak
hours,roughly 800 to 900 me-
tres of traffic congestion was

at the junction. Surprisingly,
ast Saturday saw about 3 km
of congestion all day, com-
paredtoabout435metresand
853 metreson Wednesdayand
Friday, respectively.

Deputy Commissioner of

: ‘ Police (Traffic South) Shiva

atanaverage of 800 metres at
6 pmonany given day.

They have also recorded
congestion at the junction on

major high-traffic corridors Sarjapur Road and the Outer recorded at the junction. Sim-
in the city. Soon, this will be Ring Road, saw an average of ilarly, Octobersawabout2km getanhourlyanddailyaverage
made available to the public about 79,310 metres of con-

three days in the past week to

of congestion per day, peaking  of traffic congestion expected

Prakash Devaraju told DH
that they are using data from
companies along the Outer

3] Ring Road tounderstand how

tomanagetherippleeffectson
Iblur junction.

“Over the past month, we
haverecorded between1.5and
2 lakh vehicles entering and
exiting the campuses during
the weekdays,” he said.

» B'luru’s traffic, Page 6

B'luru’s traffic, from Page 1

“This is important because
thereisacorrelation between
these numbersand the traffic
impact at Iblur junction,” he
said. Headded thatheplansto
conduct similar simulations
at Dairy Circle, Central Silk
Board, and Sarakki junctions.
Besides prediction, he said
that such analyses will help
the police understand why
congestion has occurred
and decide on preventive
measures, such as changing
the timings of traffic signals,
restricting heavy vehicles,
opening or closing U-turns
in real-time and preparing
alternative routes for future
situations, if necessary.
Going forward, the police

Elan to suEerimeose thisdata is given,” he said.

with feed from Al camerason
some high-traffic corridors
to get an exact vehicle count
passing through each junc-
tion each hour.

Speaking to DH, M N
Anucheth, Joint Commis-
sioner of Police (Traffic),
explained that this project,
for which tenders have been
floated, will soon be made
available to the public in real
time. “Atthe end of the day, we
want to create APIs that any-
body can use. We are looking
at a way to share our data on
a live basis on our website so
people can see real-time traf-
fic flow and congestion. We
have a detailed requirement
from companies for doing this
and theywilldosoinaphased
manner once the work order

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 1&6, Nov. 24, 2023
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