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AGRICULTURE

Centre rejects
12,594-crore
proposal

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Centre has rejected
the Karnataka’s State go-
vernment’s proposal for
32,594 crore under the
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sin-
chayee Yojane meant to be-
nefit dry land areas in the
State to extend irrigation
coverage and increase wa-
ter use efficiency.

Revealing the recent de-
velopment, Minor Irriga-
tion Minister N.S. Bose Ra-
ju on Friday told the
Legislative Council that the
Centre has conveyed to the
State that due to non-avail-
ability of funds, the propo-
sal has not been accepted.

“However, the only pro-
ject under the scheme has
been approved for the con-
stituency (Dharwad) of Un-
ion Minister Pralhad Joshi
at a cost of ¥76 crore,” he
said.

He said that the Centre
has conveyed its decision
on February 9. About 60%
of the project cost is to be
borne by the Centre while
the rest will be the respon-
sibility of the State. “The
proposal that would have
improved dry land cultiva-
tion and improve ground
water level had been sub-
mitted to the Central Water
Commission, and delega-
tions by the State, includ-
ing the Central Ministers,
had met Water Resources
Minister,” he added.

Source: The Hindu , p. 8, Feb. 24, 2024




Drought-hit areca growers buy
water to save their plantations

On an average, a farmer will have to spend 2 lakh to X3 lakh per acre of areca up to April this year, say growers

DROUGHT DISTRESS

Sathish G.T.
CHEERANAHALLI
(CHIKKAMAGALURU
DISTRICT)

eficient  rainfall
l’ during the south-
west monsoon in

2023 has left areca growers
in parts of Malnad region
hard and dry. Worried
about safeguarding their
plantations through sum-
mer, many are purchasing
water on a daily basis and
carrying it using private
tankers, as hundreds of bo-
rewells have dried up in
parts of the region known
for its lush green environs
and heavy rainfall.

The State government
declared both taluks of
Chikkamagaluru - Ajjam-
pura and Kadur - as severe-
ly drought-hit on Septem-
ber 13 last year, after taking
the ground reports. The
people in the taluks recall
that they are facing a
drought of this magnitude
for the first time since
2013. With no alternative
remedy, the growers are
spending huge money to
keep the decade-old plan-
tations alive.

Kiran, a former member

of Cheeranahalli gram pan-
chayat in Ajjampur taluk,
owns about four-and-a-half
acres of areca plantations.
After the borewells drilled
in the plantation dried, he
has made arrangements to
bring water from two bore-
wells located a few kilo-
metres away from his farm.
He has hired three tankers
to carry water daily. “Safe-
guarding the plantation is
crucial for us now. If we ne-
glect, we will lose the plan-
tation that we have cultiv-
ated for over 30 years,” Mr.
Kiran said.

Areca is a major planta-

B e L ——

tion crop in several parts of
Malnad districts. With suf-
ficient water, the growers
can get up to seven quin-
tals of arecanuts per acre.
“Areca growers have to
work hard and invest mo-
ney regularly for years to
get the yield from the plan-
tations. During drought,
we have to spend lakhs of
rupees to lay fresh pipe-
lines and carry water regu-
larly from available sourc-
es,” said Praveena, also a
grower.

Those people with bore-
wells in good condition are
now selling water, with a

Source: The Hindu , p. 6, Feb. 24, 2024
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An areca grower at Cheeranahalli in Ajjampura taluk buying water from a tanker for his plantation. SATHISH GT.

tanker of water (20,000-
litre) costing ¥8,000. “On
an average, a farmer will
have to spend %2 lakh to 33
lakh per acre of areca up to
April this year. We are hop-
ing for rain by the end of
April. If there are no rains
in April and May, we have
to spend another two-
three lakhs of rupees up till
June, the month when
monsoons are expected to
set in,” said Chetan, an are-
ca grower.

Coconut farms too
Similarly, coconut growers
are also facing the heat of

drought in the region. The
yield has already come
down on many farms due
to disease that affects coco-
nut leaves. Paramesh of Ya-
gatipura in Kadur taluk
said of the 150 coconut
trees on his farm, only 40
have survived. “The yield
has come down abysmally.
Iam worried about a furth-
er decrease in the yield
due to drought. My bore-
well in the coconut field
has dried up,” said a dis-
traught Paramesh. He is
now relying on an eatery
that he runs along with his
wife for his livelihood.



Centre grants permission to
procure 7,000 tonnes of ball
copra following State’s appeal

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Following the State govern-
ment’s appeal, the Centre
has granted permission to
procure 7,000 tonnes of
ball copra at minimum
support price, said Minis-
ter for Agricultural Market-
ing and Sugar Shivananda
Patil.

Speaking at a press con-
ference here on Saturday,
the Minister said the
Centre would also be
urged to grant permission
to procure milling copra
from growers. Earlier, the
Union government had gi-
ven approval for the pro-
curement of 62,500 tonnes
of copra.

Demand

The State has urged the
Centre to grant permission
to procure copra from
growers following a de-
mand from legislators from
14 coconut growing dis-
tricts during the ongoing
legislature session as well
as from growers to open
centers to procure copra
for a few more days.

The Centre has fixed
MSP for milling copra at
311,160 per quintal and for
ball copra at 12,000 per
quintal for the 2024 sea-
son. Milling copra is used
to extract oil, while ball co-
pra is consumed as dry

Source:

fruit and used for religious
purposes. Kerala and Ta-
mil Nadu are major pro-
ducers of milling copra
while ball copra is used lar-
gely in Karnataka.

The registration for co-
pra procurement that be-
gan on February 5, 2024
ended within three days,
even though a large num-
ber of coconut growers
had not registered their
names. This led to protests
by farmers in coconut
growing districts. Moreov-
er, legislators have alleged
that the officers of NAFED
joined hands with a few
merchants and ended the
registration process
abruptly. MLAs also al-
leged that many merchants
registered in the name of
farmers.

Mr. Patil said six pro-
curement centres would
be opened and steps
would be taken for preven-
tion of misuse of the
facility.

On APMC Bill

The Karnataka Agricultural
Produce Marketing (Regu-
lation and Development)
(Amendment) Bill, 2023,
has been passed in the Le-
gislative Council on Friday
and it is being implement-
ed for the benefit of farm-
ers and traders. Earlier, the
Bill was referred to the se-
lect committee of the

Council and committee
members visited various
districts and suggested 27
points and all of them have
been included in the Bill,
he said. The Opposition
BJP and JD(S) supported
the Bill.

Mr. Patil said the depart-
ment was planning to re-
duce APMC cess for the be-
nefit of farmers and
revenue would be generat-
ed by trading more com-
modities. More than 70%
of farm goods are being
traded outside the APMC
premises. The reduction of
cess would also aim to en-
courage farmers to bring
their produce to APMC
yards, he added.

Indira Canteens

The Minister said Indira
Canteens would be opened
at Agricultural Produce
and Marketing Committee
(APMC) yards across the
State. Already, canters
have been opened in Balla-
ri and Mysuru APMC yards.

OBITUARY &
REMEMBRANCE

PV

The Hindu , p. 6, Feb. 24, 2024




Monitor drone parameters

revolution,

Numerous forecasts predict that drones will be the fu-
ture ofap,nculrure Recoﬂmsmg:ms. in 2022 Prime Mln-

impact of drones on soil and water. “So far, the results have
2 .

Y

this,™

The problems havc been framed incorrectly according to

Kavitha. “The question is not about preventing farm labourers

1s(er yfield ingi ful i il i ici
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for i
the government has been encouraging ‘Kisan Drones’.
Thead = 5 3

our efforts should be to minimise the use of chemicals itself in the

sector.” she says.
butwhat
forthe 144, i Labour loss
oF e st d Th T I lab "
large.
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of harmful pesticides.

“The use of drones to spray chemicals will result in contamination
of soil and water. Today, we may find it asa solution but in the future, it

Pros of

overa week With the advent of drones. only one drone pilot can com-
pletethe task.

Such mechanisation has led to employment loss fears among ag-

i 5 riulfral lsbourers.sys agibased ¢ st Sangeetia
The drone. a k Kattimani. “Thereisa fear among the farm labourers that the use o
is bound to harm humans,” says Nandini Jayaram, a Karnataka Rajya industry can D rones t e 0 ln drones
Raitha Sangha leader. There must also be a focus on the irreversible improve India's 3 . . [hL‘ peasants,”she says.
damage tosoiland water. TEREEg Ind_lan agrlcu_ltul'e Eresisiooy On theother hand, there isalso  pool of skilled youths who have
potentialia Eu‘:sm‘::d with found new opportunities. “There is a trend of youth coming back
sensors, drones. to agriculture as smart technology has helped them make a better
water bodies, soil and even h by. by 2030. Potential value of drone-powered can provide living. Drone pilots are ma)unhg a decent living by operating the
aer h = machiner shesays.
chemlcal bemgspread to alargemrea< says Kavuha l(umganu. the solutions sector-wise on soil heal"}- InTelangana. i
convenor ASHA). Infrastructure e homity,  dronepilot. He' Rs 500 per hour
Scientific studies in the USA found that spr.\y drones produce a allowing farmers i entre’s Agri
ignil ici il i the offs 1 Itcan create Agriculture to make precise Infrastructure Fund (AIF) scheme.
specialsed nozales cancuthispread. over _decisions about “Sometimes, | work at least eight hours a day, stll I cannot
5,00,000 | s32abn | irrigation, fertilisation.  take the load of requests. Now, I donot have togo tocities to eke
ence droplet deposition and spray drift."says T Kiran Babu of Prof  direct and indirect Transport S0 s conbrot outmyliving Satish
University (PITSAU). dobe Cost-effective underwent umninga( PJTSAU's droneacademy.
n
Babu is part of a team from the state’s agriculture varsity that = Compared to traditional
had developed standard operating procedures (SoPs) for drone- Security methods of aerial Technical expenise. expenses
based pesticide apphcauons in rice. PITSAU also established a m surveillance, drones are Even with such training and
drone academy to train aspiring pilots and to conduct research 7 often more cost-effective,
on. dru“es‘nfar““"g Experts estimate that Media and entertalnment

volume,

a lack of rechmca.l expemse Ilmdels the uptake of drones in
farming, For

especially for small and

the use of drones in medium-sized farms in
b

farming will grow at a
Compound Annual Growth

Insurance

apphcannn rate and spray solution properties are all important

while taking

fertile Cauvery Delta region, the rice bowl of the state, are
Rate (CAGR) of Tume»savlu
up aerial spraying using drones. e : 38.5% $6.8 h x regz‘(’gaﬁﬂm AL labour: heil partsofthestate
3 Telecommunications ; el il areyet pesticides
ligible environmental effect. o and even pesticide spraying, and fungicides.
However how many freeing up farmers'time to focus “Wedonot D
" " “Wh on other important tasks. i i
monitor if SoPs are strictly followed or not? Curren(ly, mere |s

theservice, we prefer
no such mechanism. Governments should also look into this Dronés canitake fess fhan

o e
o e o cliemidals !I?“ r:lr: the drones rather than bny me:;\‘.. : says Mohan, a
veryimportant aspect,”a farmersassociation leader told DH. 10 minutes Number of drones Sl of et W Eratine Arivu, a farmer from HudalurmThnnpvun says he has
Whlle there have been multiple apylmunns of drones in to spray De‘“‘"?“ é’Ve’ registered in India large swathes of land evenly and yetto pmv:hzse the equipment because. of the expenses
that include water, Dhﬂl Ith jgne agre of B with DV@(!SIOH involved.
and pray pe 2021 2022 because | feel this might add additional expenses. The
cides.Infact i es e n h
firm, spraying operations have miore than 50% of the total 502 5y ALzl Thegmal ipacive ect it headds.
marketshare. scarcity or pest infestation beforet (hey _InKerala, drones are yet to gain popularity and trac-
Agricultural become visually apparent, allnwlng tion in agriculture. Even as farmers admit that it is a
R67.5 lakhto 12 akh for t basm 2023 farmers to take proact iveandti ingal i ighliy
it It d models and tart at Rs 15 ks for 1 2 86 1
can reap maximum benel‘ it,” says Prem Kumer»slawa:h Bh-f5ch aggcoltucpl droes. & Cons of agri drones purchase drones.
CEOofadrone techstartup. sy o o o
5 i Drones useful in surveyi High initial investment:The cost of CONEIVAY:
um:category 7> Jand REEERE v eoing drons s sadlomett conbe'a The lack of awareness among farmers and a lack of
ishighdemandfrom Maharashta, Uttar radesh, Madhya N S . B land, property significant barrier for adoption, especially proper coordination between the Centre zmdFm es
Pradesh, la, and Haryana. In these states, govern- ot Rpartf iture for small-scale farmers. on npolicy ption. For in-
ments have adopted agriculture drone-specific policies fronelbliots Igithe corpitry sgva wplam us‘:’?,.’é‘{,'.‘,‘ﬁ ;ﬁm'fu"ﬁs.?;fn?éﬁ 3 . i
thathelp 1365% increase has made use of drones to conduct i lised Knowledge and traini
between 2022 and 2023. surveys and map revenue lands. The jemands specialised knowledge and training,
Impact assessment

Police Department also uses drones
to maintain law and order and to
manage (ramc Disaster relief forces
use them in rescue operations in the
event of nnods landslides or other

h i by the Centre like Rs 10 lakh unsecured loans from
which may not be readily available among the Agri Infrastructure Fund at minimal interest
rates,” Vislawath says.

Some scientists say that using drones is beneficial for
agriculture labourers who have extended contact with

.
d payload capacity: Drones often have
such chemicals. “Spraying pesticides is a tedious and
s i

around i
restrictions on the weight they can carry, limiting Asifesand 155 5F
natural disasters. Munish Moudgil, phelr tigctionality. importance. Modernisation of technolngyu::sé
< 4 India’s GDP can be increased by 1-1.5% through b T
an them too. Dr asthey precise in agriculture like using ng:;'aa't':;;';‘a'ss:ﬂ"e’ (Revenue) have short flight advancement of machines in the l’am]mg sector
drones in agriculture, according t0a report from ik “cave fhe e of drones has tmetde to battery limitations, requiring frequent ofwages
withthe University i i the World Economic Forum (WEF), ensure thateUn/ey fpronEies recharging. hite and blue-collar job ]
il pi . abo -
eraofliad d-achalf Source: Market research, Emea e coeted Data processing challenges: Managing and analysing IElrnas AU S O D0 K el
acres D lUSl 1wo years for a project that Jarge volumes of data collected by drt b al sector, Nandini Jayaram says. The advent of
injust12to15 minutes. Prigeisgooners D ok wiould have taken 20 years. “The b ot blboal il <A Sl modern technology is only a stop-gap measure
injust s of drones has minimised complex and resource-intensive. 0gY p-5ap.
Currently, the Karnataka govern- DH GRAPHIC: SAGARM'S uhuman error and brought ) and there is a need to address persisting issues
ment has permitted the spray- COMPILED BY VARSHAGOWDA in transparency as it works Y concern: . aswell, sheadds.
A ing of chemicals 1 privacy issues amm:g nearby residents. (With inputs from Pavan H Kumar in Hub-
\ 9# only: (in 10 erops. Vari - — — saz’self:oo'erslinsl:\lj ntgle m‘gm i l;;glr E TﬁSwabpnya::;;ghmn%, A%rxryw;{ay
B . riculture universities are igital i se in Mumbai and Arjuna Raghunath in
' 8 < 5 4 relies on supporting digital infrastructure, which may e
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Source: Deccan Herald, p. 2, Feb, 25, 2024




Read the subtextof farmers’ unrest. Solutions lieoutside agnculture

sirable cities requires creating strong USPs, as

GIFT city or Ayodhya.
Several different types of city creation may
be needed. The number of additional cities
required is large because of the size of our
ion, the extant sub- diver-

sity, and prolonged neglect of this important

ILLUSIONS & larmers’ unrest is again makingnews. In- - ment. Instead, imitating the erstwhile Soviet existing sense ice. Mumple s(oues of
terestingly, the farmers of the well-irri-  Union, it tried to promote autarkic manurac saunn pch.\ up, the Iabom nm.i.s of our fanm similar orlesses g
DELUSIONS i i hdid ther, Also, theirr better life-trajectories for ana-
days. Thegri eitherthere: urhErE.T‘ sing faster, and thus da/US/EU than their- Indm hased relativesare
we must note, are about the of levels and frustrntinns may be often

surpluses, not shortages. Also, itationis  structures of desperate efforts at including
hemg\ne\ved byeveryoneasa ‘Farmervs Cen eshave remained unchanged. Our currcm ur- ‘The other factor relates l() pohcy signalling illegal (Dunk: type) ermgranon andof theuse

tre' dispute, although as per the Constitution,  banisation index of 35% is below in play. Despi ofnarcoticdr -ape route.

TCA
Ranganathan
The former chairman of
the Export Import Bank
of India s a banker with

agricultureisastate subject.

Decades ago, when the Centre intervened,
it was to tackle the then persistent droughts
and famines. Itundoubtedly succeeded. In the
next three decades, the Green (food crops),
White (milk) and Blue (fisheries) revolutions
happened. Food growth outstripped popula-
tion growth. We became a major exporter of
wheat, rice, and other agricultural products.
‘We are the largest producer of milk and milk
products, rank second in horticulture and flo-
riculture products, third in poultry products,
and fourth in fishery-related products. These

the global average of 57%. Advanced econo-
miesare al 70% and competing emerging
marketeconomies, mcludmgCluna,mmehe
mid-60s. Thus,our

wide inter-regional dmersmes, and existence
of increasing agri-surpluses (with pockets of
shortages), the Centre did not change its role.
Our nor

Carlier, media reports of large-scale farm-
ersuicides were rife. Now, agitations have re-

need. Since, a new Finance
Commission has been set up, it could perhaps

prioriti; isati ive. Also,sinceour

for providing employment s higher than that
of our peers.

Our population growth played out in this
faulty structure. Consequently, rural popula-
tion increased from 280 million at Independ-
ence, toalmostabillionat present. And80%of

asdeep, as ourstock markets. This diminishes
|nvmrmcm po(ennal lorxmpnwmg agri-logis-
i
gate and city retail pricing. Export bans on a
variety of agricultural products, to protect the

our landlessorhold
lessthan lacre. Another’ lO%hald upto2acres.
So, at least 90% need 'y Surviva

f the impact on farm-
ers’ pmﬁubllny

wageincome,

Further, worldwide, just as automation/Al
areeliminating manufacturingjobs, mechani-
sation in agriculture via myriad devices, such

climate change is aggravating
crop prospects. Situations of adverse income
volatility haveincreased. A history of farmloan
waivers to mitigate rural anguish also exists.
Alongside, increased travel, mobility, and use

astractors, tillers, seeders, hai andin-

principal

atheory of everything A
achievements have not, however, translated
N @teartea intorural prosperityor contentment. We need
tointrospecton the ‘why'of this.
'l'hcrc are; zwoprindpal {acmrs atwork. One
India did not use
instrument for securing economic de« elop-

Deccan Herald, p.

of farming jobs. Currently, our

thatexistedin the past, therebyincreasing ru-
arexistet LB

Itto the

11, Feb, 25, 2024

Prices (MSP) for some Rabi season crops, in-
cluding wheat, are apparently already higher
than the demanded formula of ‘cost of produc-
tionplus 50%". Forest fires,one must note, start
only if the grassy undergrowth is i

to ‘total government expenditure'is in the low
single-digits, quite unlike other peer country
practices, wecouldalsothink of creating athird
ner of ‘autonomous cities’ below the exlsung

dry!
T nis:dasitng soh s orasts ll

(,hnndlgam nnd Pudur.ha.m models. This will

-0ng:
require reducing
agriculture for pmwdmp, The

createaby
However, all this will take time. Short-term
L

onlv practical me(hod would be to promote
ion, as done el

dtobein p)ay Vari-
ous sector experts have suggested a variety of

market ket solutions. ‘Ease

the| loc1|consumpuonmu]uphers pl.wom cre-
ating varieties of Jobs/mcome stre1ms Thls is

of cultivating’as also per P
whatwill interest the hrmers with large hold-
ings, whilethe! Iandless-marg,mal farmers may

the reason why our better de
literally bunnng at their seams! Creating de-

better Acareful

Dry chilli sets Byadgi market
on fire with record arrivals

On Feb 15, APMC got single-day
record of 83.5k quintals

v

ARUNKUMAR HURALIMATH
HUBBALLI, DHNS

otwithstanding ex-

treme weather condi-

tions, Byadgi chilli, a
prized spice known for its vi-
brantred color, medium heat,
and distinctive smoky flavor,
is still a popular crop among
farmers of north Karnataka.

On February 15, the famed
Byadgi red chilli market in
Haveri district received a re-
cord 83,568 quintals of chilli.
Thisisthe highesteverarrival
in the market since its incep-
tionin1948.

Steady demand and remu-
nerative prices are the major
reasons for the popularity of
thecrop.

Accordingtodata, the Byad-
gimarkethasbeenregistering
asteady rise in the turnover in
thelast five years.

In 2023-24, (till Febru-
ary 22), the Byadgi APMC

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

received 10,13,479 quintals of
dry chilli. Another four lakh
quintals are expected in the
next one-and-a-half months.
Last year, the total arrivals
were 9.9 lakh quintals.

There is a slight increase in
the area under red chilli culti-
vationinthestateaswell-from
1.27lakh hain 2022-23t01.30
lakh ha in 2023-24. Though
red chilli is generally an irri-
gated crop, the rain deficit
resulted in 20-30% less yield,
according to the Horticulture
Department.

Byadgi Chilli Merchants’
Association secretary Raju
Morigeri said the market has
received the highest load of
dry chilli ever in the last two
months.

The Byadgi market sells
three varieties of chillies -
Byadgi Dabbi, Byadgi Kaddi
and Guntur chilli. The stan-
dard dabbi chilli is sold at
Rs 45,000 to Rs 57,000 per

Sy

i .
gy

A
Aflle photoofdry chllll market in Byadgl of Haven district.

Of arrivals & turnover
Year Quintal Bags Turnover
2019-20 8,42,230 33,66,188 Rs 1,260 Cr
2020-21 11,22,802 52,12,816 Rs 1,997 Cr
2021-22 15,84,878 | 63,01,071 Rs 2,046 Cr
2022-23 9,90,552 39,44,362 Rs 2,281 Cr
2023-24 10,86,650 43,08,810 (Till Feb 22)
quintal, kaddi at Rs 40,000 other commercial crops.

to Rs 45,000 per quintal and
Guntur is priced at Rs 13,000
to Rs 18,000. The prices have
been consistently good.
There is always good de-
mand for chilli compared to

8, Feb, 26, 2024

“This time we are getting
good quality Byadgi chilli
compared to previous years.
The absence of incessant rain
might have aided this. We
used to get 200-230 colour

values in the previous years,
but this year the colour value
is between 240-260, which
is higher than the previous
years,” headded.

Brisk buying

Usually big buyers including
MDH,MTR and othersused to
procure chilli between March
and April. As drought hit the
state this year, they began buy-
ing chillies in the first week of
February fearing that the
quality might take a hit later.
Accordingtochilli traders, the
arrivals have been sold to buy-
ers and no stock went to cold
storages. There are 25 cold
storagesin Byadgiand around
30in Ballari. Whenever there
isadropinthepriceof chillies,
farmers make use of the cold
storage facility.

Karnataka State Spices
Development Board Manag-
ing Director B R Girish said,
the quality of Byadgi chilli
cannot be compared to other
varieties.

Byadgi chilli is known for
medium spice, good colour
and essence and it has export
quality. Apart from food,
Byadgi chilli is being used in
the pharmaceuticals and cos-
metics industries.



692 suicides in 10
months as drought
crisis persists

N B HOMBAL
BENGALURU, DHNS

smanyas 692 farmers
killed themselves in
arnataka between

April 2023 and January
2024, Revenue Depart-
ment data shows, highlight-
ing acute rural distressin the
wake of persistent drought
conditions. Haveri, Belagavi
and Chikkamagaluru had
the highest suicide rates, the
data shows. The state also re-
ported 548 accidental farmer
deaths in the same period.

All in all, 1,240 farmers
lost their lives in the last 10
months, with an average of
more than four deaths a day.

The data furnished by the
state government attributed
suicides to farm loan distress
and drought. Karnataka has
already declared 223 of the
236 taluks as drought-hit. Of
these, 196 taluks are catego-
rised as severe drought-hit
and 27 as drought-hit.

As many as 22.59 lakh
farmers have taken medi-
um-term and short-term
loans from cooperative in-
stitutions to the tune of Rs
17,534 crore till Jan 31, 2024,
and 8.5 lakh have secured
loans from nationalised
bankstothe tune ofRs1,7424

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

fall from trees,

Bleak stats
548

accidental
deaths

223 of

236 taluks
declared
drought-hit

Accidental
deaths include

snake bites,

haystack
catching fire,

22.59 lakh farmers
have taken loans

data further revealed that
only 238 farmers have repaid
their loans (Rs 3.07 crore) in
cooperative institutions.

A senior official who
wished toremainanonymous
told DH that farmers whore-
pay loans from cooperative
institutions are under great
pressure to do so, but several
lakh farmers depend on pri-
vate money lenders, where
the distress is higher and
leads to suicides.

» Farmers, Page 6
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Anandateertha Pyati describes how farmers continue to
cultivate in the lands they once owned in the Tungabhadra
backwaters, decades after the area got submerged

he backwaters of the
Tungabhadra have
receded three months
early this year, says

ankanna,a boatman
who helps transport
people, as well as bikes,
scooters and bicycles
daily in his small ferry. “This made
big changes in farming in thearea
as farmers started cultivating
early,”he adds.

Usually, the areas submerged
under the Tungabhadra backwa-
ters start to appear in January
and for farmers, this would be the
suitable time for sowing. This sea-
son, they have sown Bengal gram,
groundnut, sorghum and cowpea
in October itself. These crops will
be harvested soon. An interesting
aspect of the cultivation process
hereis that it does not involve
much human intervention.

Rangappa Chigari, a farmer
from Bannigol village in Vijayan-
agara district, holds sorghum
earheads with great happiness.
“Last year, there was no rain. So,
we completed sowing a bit early
as compared to previous seasons.
Now we are confident of getting a
good yield before summer starts,”
he says. Beside his field, the Bengal
gram crop is in good condition.

Rehabilitation

When the construction of the
Tungabhadra reservoir was
planned eight decades ago, the
government acquired farmland
on both riverbanks. Several
villages were relocated and
people were provided with basic
amenities. During the acquisition
process, the government also pro-
vided compensation to farmers.

During the monsoon, due to
theincreased inflow of water, the
level of the river rises significantly.
Water is released from the
reservoir around January for
irrigation, and the level of the river
starts to recede. Farmers whose
ancestors gave up their lands to
the government, start sowing in
the same fields, once the water
recedes.

“After one or two decades, farm-
ers started cultivation in the same
lands and the government depart-
ments and officials neglected this
issue then. Somehow the farming
practice became popular because
itrequires no inputs, other than
seeds. Now, hardly a few officials

Source: Deccan Herald, p.
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Afarmer ina jowar field; (Top) Jowar fields by theriver.

A fe transports Ie areas where crops are grown, after water
levels of the Tungabhadrarecede.

e
Groundnut crop grown by
theriver. PHOTOS BY AUTHOR

or department representatives try
to stop the cultivation. Of course, it
isall about the question of survival
for farmers,” says an officer from
the Agricultural Department who
did not wish to be named.

“Our fathers and grandfathers
received only a few rupees as
compensation for this fertile land.
Though we are not the owners
anymore, we have been cultivating
the fields regularly for more than
five decades,” says Sunkappa of
Budihal village.

14, Feb, 29, 2024

Nutrient-rich soil

The process of cultivation happens
along both shores of the Tungab-
hadra. As the receding of the water
starts in January, fields become
visible and farmers mark their
boundaries by putting up a small
bund around their fields.

Once the seeds are sown,
neither chemical fertilisers nor
organic compost is used for
cultivation. “Every year, during the
rainy season, the river brings the
most fertile soil with itand dumps
iton both banks. This is more than
enough to grow plants,” points out
organic farmer Shankar Raddy of
Katralli village in Koppal district.

Since the plants get rich
nutrients from the soil, they
are strong enough to withstand
various types of pests and diseases,
say farmers in the region. The
crops do not need growth
promoters or additional nutrients
to give good yield.

Every year, around 1.5 lakh
hectares of land come under
this type of cultivation. Until five

years ago, farmers here only

grew cowpea, but now, they are
sowing Bengal gram, sorghum and
groundnut. “To harvest cowpea
pods, we need many labourers.
But for Bengal gram, different
types of harvesters are available
easily. So, we turned towards this
crop along with jowar, which is our
staple food,” says Sharanabasappa,
an elderly farmer who has been
cultivating crops in the area for
more than four decades. He adds
that because of the excellent
quality of soil here, the yield is
higher than in other places.

When the harvesting process
starts, traders from nearby
markets come to the villages for
procurement. This ‘farm gate’
system of purchase has helped
the farmers to a great extent. “But
they buy at a minimum price and
sellit with a huge profit. For us,
the direct market is not easy to
access, sowe sell it locally to buyers
and local farm produce agents,”
says Rangappa. He earned Rs 2
lakh last year selling Bengal gram
grownin three acres. This year,
he has taken eight acres of land on
lease for cultivation.

Concerns
Environmentalists object to this
form of cultivation and express
their concern over silt accumula-
tion in the Tungabhadra reservoir.
The erosion of the topsoil presents
amajor risk. “The top layer of soil
is eroded in this method. Strong
bunds must be constructed so that
fertile soil can be held in place,”
says soil expert P Vasu.

“If hazardous pesticides are
sprayed on the crops, the residues
directly mix with the water and
get collected in the dam. Usually,
reservoir water is used for
drinking purposes and supplied
to thousands of villages as well
as towns throughout the year.

As of now, in the Tungabhadra
backwaters, the cultivation of
crops does not include many
chemicals. But, during the whole
process, tonnes of topsoil gets
loosened due to cultivation
and flows towards the
dam, thus decreasing
the capacity of

water storage,” says
BadariPrasad PR, a
professor at Gangavati
Agricultural College,
Koppal district.
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Decentralisation

Fifth SFC recommends hiking
funds for local bodies

Asks state govt to hold

elections to ZP/TPs, ULBs soon

BENGALURU, DHNS

| 4 I Yhe 5th State Finance

Commission, initsreport

tabled in the Assembly
on Friday, recommended that
the state government should
increase devolution to local
bodies, Panchayat Raj insti-
tutions (PRIs) and urban local
bodies (ULBs), including the
BruhatBengaluru Mahanaga-
raPalike (BBMP).

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

It has also asked the state
governmentand state election
commission to take immediate
steps to hold elections to taluk
and zilla panchayats and the
BBMP. The delay in holding
elections to these bodies has
forced the Central Finance
Commission (CFC) to put on
hold Rs 2,100 crore grants.

In its recommendations,
the Commission took a dim
view about the state govern-

ment not holding elections to
local bodies. “It is relevant to
mention that neither the Con-
stitution nor the provisions of
Karnataka Gram Swaraj and
Panchayat Raj Act provides
anyscope toextend thetermof
any PanchayatRaj Institutions
(PRI) or ULBs by appointing
administratorsafter the expiry
of five-year term.

Although a provision ex-
ists to appoint administrators
when PRISs are dissolved prior
tocompletion of their five-year
term but with the condition of
constituting this body within 6
months. But, there are several
zilla and taluk panchayats and
BBMP which have not been
duly constituted. If elections
arenotheldwithin CFC’'saward

5, Feb, 24, 2024

period, then the state will not
beabletosecureRs2,100 crore
grants from the commission,”
thereportunderscored.

The Commission said that
though Non-loan net own rev-
enue receipts (NLNORR) and
devolution of funds between
2018-22increased for PRIs but
inrespectto ULBsithas come
down to 10.4% from 12% rec-
ommended by4th SFC, which
is much below the accepted
devolution. “Itappears thatby
depriving the ULBs of funds,
the government has curtailed
the funds for basic municipal
services which is reflected in
the demands and concerns of
ULBs,” the report slammed.

Going by this, the 5th
SFC has recommended a

fund-sharing formula of 51:49
against the existing 52:48.
Out of 49% for all Local Bod-
ies, 35% is for PRIs and 13%
to all ULBs but BBMP will get
an additional 1% extra (14%).
“With rapidly changing urban
landscape owing to migration
and other factors, the demand
for basic municipal services
such as water supply, sanitary,
streetlight and infrastructure
has necessitated higher al-
location for ULBs including
BBMP,” the report explained.

According to the report,
the BBMP did not receive any
additional amount of 1% of
NLNORR under the 4th SFC.
Even the full share of devolu-
tion to ULBs was not released
by the government.



All electrical installations
of GPs should be metered,
recommends 5th State
Finance Commission

The Hindu Bureaun
BENGALURU

The 5th State Finance
Commission (SFC) has re-
commended to the State
government that all electri-
cal installations of gram
panchayats (GPs) should
be metered and the pre-
sent arrears of power con-
sumption charges be set-
tled with electricity supply
companies (ESCOMs)
through the intervention of
the government.

The 5th SFC headed by
former MP C. Narayanas-
wamy prepared its report
for the year 2024-25 and
submitted it to Governor
Thawaarchand Gehlot and
it said that “unreasonable”
power consumption billing
by ESCOMs for street light-
ing, drinking water supply
systems, and panchayat
buildings in the absence of
metered units, by levying
flat rates for defunct bore-
wells and unmetered
streetlights, had resulted in
huge arrears of ¥8,323.25
crore as on December
2023.

“This is happening des-
pite payment through
Escrow accounts out of
SFC grants of the GPs,” it
said. During 2015, the ar-
rears of GPs of ¥2,960.23
crore as principal and
I806.59 crore as penalty/

interest, totalling 33,766.82
crore, were settled through
securitisation by  the
government.

Through the interven-
tion of the government,
the SFC report said the
huge amount of interest/
penalty could be avoided
and the same could be
used for development
works. “Whatever there
are conflicting claims bet-
ween the ESCOMs and the
GPs, the GPs could be ad-
vised to avoid such mount-
ing bills by reconciliation
through joint verification
of bills by EO of TP, AEE of
ESCOM, and president and
PDO of GP periodically,”
the report suggested.

The report, which was
tabled in the Assembly on
Friday, recommended
sharing of resources at the
ratio of 51:49 between
State and local bodies for
the year 2024-25.

The own source revenue
of GPs from 2016-17 to
202223 has increased
from 306 crore to I771
crore and the collection
was 90%. However, the
outstanding dues was
%1696 crore in 2022-23. The
collection of arrears was
poor, it said, and recom-
mended that GP should
maintain the same tempo
in the collection of arrears
too.

Source: The Hindu , p. 8, Feb. 24, 2024




Fifth SFC recommends equal
distribution of funds in all
BBMP wards, city corporations

The commission suggests BBMP should adopt latest guidance value-based assessment of property tax at the earliest

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he 5th State Fi-
T nance Commission
(SFC) has recom-

mended to the State go-
vernment on equal distri-
bution of funds ward-wise
in the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
and city corporations for
equal development of all
wards.

The 5th SFC headed by
former MP C. Narayanas-
wamy, who prepared the
report for 2024-25 and sub-
mitted it to Governor Ta-
warchaand Gehlot, said
that “Many of the Urban
Local Bodies (ULBs) do not
allocate funds equitably
among their municipal
wards, which results in un-
even development across
ULBs,”

The report, which was
tabled in the Legislative As-
sembly on Friday, suggest-

e

o

The 5th State Finance Commission report noted that the own

g

source revenue of the BBMP in respect of property tax has
increased marginally in the last six years. FILE PHOTO

ed that devolution of funds
to bigger ULBs such as
BBMP and city municipal
corporations should be
“ward-wise” to ensure
equitable distribution of
funds.

It said that BBMP (Fiscal

Responsibility and Budget
Management Rules, 2021)
came into effect on March
10, 2022.

The rules provide for
preparation of the Medi-
um-Term Fiscal Plan along
with the annual budget.

Source: The Hindu , p. 7, Feb. 24, 2024

The commission recom-
mended that BBMP should
prepare MTFP every year
along with the budget.

The 5th SFC report not-
ed that the own source re-
venue of BBMP in respect
of property tax has in-
creased marginally in the
last six years.

The property tax in the
BBMP area was yet to be as-
sessed based on the latest
guidance value principle
which might fetch a sub-
stantial increase in the pro-
perty tax revenue. It is re-
ported that the process of
survey of properties is un-
derway which is expected
to give a tax jump of about
30%.

Non-tax revenues

The non-tax revenue of the
BBMP has declined from
%1306 crore in 2016-17 to
1161 crore in 2021-22 re-
flecting inadequate efforts
by the BBMP authorities.

The commission sug-
gested that the BBMP
should adopt latest gui-
dance value-based assess-
ment of property tax at the
earliest and enhance ef-
forts of the agencies for col-
lection of intended non-tax
revenue and in cases, it
needed updating of exist-
ing laws, necessary action
should be taken by the
government.

‘Improve revenue’

It suggested that all the
ULBs should levy, revise
and collect the property
tax based on the guidance
value revised periodically,
to improve own source of
revenue.

The SFC’s role is to exa-
mine the financial situation
of the PRIs and framing a
formula for division of tax
revenues such as taxes, du-
ties, fines and toll fees bet-
ween a state and its PRIs
and ULBs.



MOHAMMED YACOOB @ Bengaluru

BRUHAT Bengaluru Mahana-
gara Palike (BBMP) will do
away with the current practice
of determining tax based on
‘zonal classification’ (A-E) un-
der its limits, and will levy
property tax based on the new
‘Guidance Value-based' tax sys-
tem, from April 1, 2024. Under
the new system, property tax
will be calculated based on the
property location, type of us-
age, amenities and infrastruc-
ture development.

This move is expected to
drastically increase annual
property tax paid by property
owners. However, BBMP is ar-
guing that it will not get any
funds under the 15th Finance
Commission until property tax
is linked to guidance value.
State municipalities, other
than BBMP, are already collect-
ing property tax based on guid-
ance value.

According to officials, the ex-
isting tax system is not ration-
al. Citing an example, the offi-

Source: The New Indian Express

BBMP EYES REVENUE INFLOW

ZONES OUT, TAX LINKED TO GUIDANCE VALUE

Location, amenities, infra will be key; govt claims new regime must for finance panel funds

Tax increase

KEY POINTS

Self-occupied properties: 0.1% . BBMP has considered construction value on

Rented properties- 0.2%  buildings, and fixed 31,500 per sgft on
Vacant land - 0.025% residential and 2,000 on commercial
o A S property
m“”;’::x;:ﬂ’i 20,000 plus cess per annum on telecom

_—

towers, hoardings, billboards or electronic
devices installed on buildings

Property tax will be increased by 5%
annually

How wlil guidance value be calculated

A location that has better road, rail and Metro connectivity, with amenities like
parks, shopping complexes by housing boards, etc will have higher guidance
value, compared to areas that lack these facilities. Based on these factors,
guidance value will be set by the sub-registrar of the jurisdiction.

cial said, “In one zone (one of
five classifications from A to
E), a property owner pays more
tax on his house built on the
same area, compared to an
owner in a different zone.
Hence the new system is pro-
posed to bring uniformity in
property taxation.”

BBMP revenue officials also

said that under the proposed
system, more revenue will be
generated as there will be no
scope for undervaluation of
properties. He also recalled
that the Palike was losing out
on a huge chunk of revenue
due to undervaluation of prop-
erties by land mafia, while pur-
chasing them.

. P. 4, Feb. 28, 2024

Talking about the proposed
tax system, Srikanth Narasim-
han, president, Bengaluru Na-
vanirmana Party (BNP), said
that under the old system, he
was paying Rs 3,864 for his 1,660
sqft built-up area under ‘E’
zone, and under the new guid-
ance value system, he will have
to pay Rs 5,171. “The actual pic-
ture will emerge only after
BBMP publishes the final noti-
fication after settlement of
claims and objections on March
6,” said Narasimhan.

BBMP also fixed Rs 20,000
plus cess per annum on tele-
communication towers, hoard-
ings, billboards or electronic
devices installed on buildings.
Under the new system, tax will
be increased at 5 per cent annu-
ally, from the next financial
year. The new directive will
rake in revenue, which can be
used for development projects.

For more details or to send in
objections, visit the BBMP rev-
enue office or reach out to the
BBMP revenue commissioner
at spcomm.rev@bbmp.gov.in.



BBMP Budget focuses on shoring up
revenue base, infrastructure development

Shreyas H.S.
BENGALURU

The Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP)
Budget (2024-25) proposes
several policy shifts with
the aim of shoring up the
civic body’s revenue base,
besides promising alloca-
tion for programmes
tagged under the ambi-
tious Brand Bengaluru
campaign.

The Budget was present-
ed by Special Commission-
er (Finance) Shivananda H.
Kalakeri on February 29.
This is the fourth consecu-
tive Budget presented by
officials in the absence of
an elected council since
September 2020.

Mr. Kalakeri presented a
%2.7 crore revenue surplus
Budget with an outlay of
%12,371.63 crore and an es-
timated expenditure of
%12,369.46 crore. The key
highlight in the outlay is

Budget at aglance

Y %12,369.46 crore

BBMP’s own revenue
38,294.04 crore

Total expenditure = Total receipts
¥12,371.63 crore

Revenue surplus
%2.17 crore

Central and State government
grants ¥4,077.59 crore

the proposed capital ex-
penditure of 6,661 crore,
which amounts to 54% of
the total Budget.

As acute water shortage
has gripped the city, the
civic body proposes to drill
1,000 new borewells but,
apart from that, does pre-
cious little about water
conservation.

Brand Bengaluru
The theme is ‘Brand Ben-
galurw’, and 1,580 crore
has been allocated for in-
itiatives with a promise to
maintain these funds in an
escrow account.

While 3200 crore was al-
located as seed money for

building two tunnel roads
on a pilot basis, T50 crore
will go towards building a
sky deck — two pet projects
of Deputy CM and Benga-
luru Development Minister
D. K. Shivakumar. Other in-
itiatives championed by
him, including ‘Hasiru Mi-
tra’, ‘Hasiru Rakshaka’ and
‘Udayana Mitra’, have
found pride of place in the
Budget.

The Budget makes sig-
nificant allocations for
roads, including widening
roads, developing new
roads as proposed in the
Revised Master Plan 2015,
and two new alternative
roads to Kempegowda In-

ternational Airport. BBMP
has allocated 3300 crore to
the ongoing white-topping
of roads.

It has opted for Public
Private Partnership mode
to build optic fibre cable
ducts along arterial roads.
The civic body is looking to
raise 32,000 crore through
a loan from the World
Bank to construct concrete
retention walls for storm-
water drains.

However, earlier PPP in-
itiatives to build 100 SHE
toilets has failed to take off,
the budget indicates.

The BBMP will provide
1,000 crore for Bengaluru
Solid Waste Management
Company. It proposes allo-
cating 100 crore to pur-
chase four land parcels on
the outskirts of Bengaluru
to set up integrated waste
processing centres.

CONTINUED ON
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The Budget has proposed to set up 50 new Indira
Canteens, including mobile canteens, for which
Z70 crore has been allocated. venues. 100 crore
has been allocated to invigorate health services.

There is a proposal to introduce a pension
scheme for pourakarmikas (civic workers) from
the next fiscal, and ¥137.50 crore has been allocat-
ed for the same. BBMP proposes to set up night
shelters for the protection of transgenders.

Apart from setting a higher target for property
tax, the Budget proposes to introduce a new ad-
vertisement policy, which is expected to generate
3500 crore. The civic body hopes to generate
another 1,000 crore by selling Premium FAR
across Bengaluru.

Where the rupee comes

Tax and Non-tax revenue Government of India grants

cesses 3,097.91 f_< 488.01

4,470 Government of
Karnataka grants
3,589.58

Mvscellaneous income

Establishment expenses

1,607.42 [— s b
on current

Administrative expenses liabilities
527

389.88

Operation and
maintenance
2,271.07

Where the rupee goes

Capital expenditure
6,661.1

Programme expenses
912.98

Source: The Hindu , p. 1 &15, March. 1 , 2024
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Source: Deccan Herald, p. 1l, March, 1 , 2024
































































































































































