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AGRICULTURE

Centre rejects
12,594-crore
proposal

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Centre has rejected
the Karnataka’s State go-
vernment’s proposal for
32,594 crore under the
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sin-
chayee Yojane meant to be-
nefit dry land areas in the
State to extend irrigation
coverage and increase wa-
ter use efficiency.

Revealing the recent de-
velopment, Minor Irriga-
tion Minister N.S. Bose Ra-
ju on Friday told the
Legislative Council that the
Centre has conveyed to the
State that due to non-avail-
ability of funds, the propo-
sal has not been accepted.

“However, the only pro-
ject under the scheme has
been approved for the con-
stituency (Dharwad) of Un-
ion Minister Pralhad Joshi
at a cost of ¥76 crore,” he
said.

He said that the Centre
has conveyed its decision
on February 9. About 60%
of the project cost is to be
borne by the Centre while
the rest will be the respon-
sibility of the State. “The
proposal that would have
improved dry land cultiva-
tion and improve ground
water level had been sub-
mitted to the Central Water
Commission, and delega-
tions by the State, includ-
ing the Central Ministers,
had met Water Resources
Minister,” he added.

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, Feb. 24, 2024




Drought-hit areca growers buy
water to save their plantations

On an average, a farmer will have to spend 2 lakh to X3 lakh per acre of areca up to April this year, say growers

DROUGHT DISTRESS

Sathish G.T.
CHEERANAHALLI
(CHIKKAMAGALURU
DISTRICT)

eficient  rainfall
l’ during the south-
west monsoon in

2023 has left areca growers
in parts of Malnad region
hard and dry. Worried
about safeguarding their
plantations through sum-
mer, many are purchasing
water on a daily basis and
carrying it using private
tankers, as hundreds of bo-
rewells have dried up in
parts of the region known
for its lush green environs
and heavy rainfall.

The State government
declared both taluks of
Chikkamagaluru - Ajjam-
pura and Kadur - as severe-
ly drought-hit on Septem-
ber 13 last year, after taking
the ground reports. The
people in the taluks recall
that they are facing a
drought of this magnitude
for the first time since
2013. With no alternative
remedy, the growers are
spending huge money to
keep the decade-old plan-
tations alive.

Kiran, a former member

of Cheeranahalli gram pan-
chayat in Ajjampur taluk,
owns about four-and-a-half
acres of areca plantations.
After the borewells drilled
in the plantation dried, he
has made arrangements to
bring water from two bore-
wells located a few kilo-
metres away from his farm.
He has hired three tankers
to carry water daily. “Safe-
guarding the plantation is
crucial for us now. If we ne-
glect, we will lose the plan-
tation that we have cultiv-
ated for over 30 years,” Mr.
Kiran said.

Areca is a major planta-

B e L ——

tion crop in several parts of
Malnad districts. With suf-
ficient water, the growers
can get up to seven quin-
tals of arecanuts per acre.
“Areca growers have to
work hard and invest mo-
ney regularly for years to
get the yield from the plan-
tations. During drought,
we have to spend lakhs of
rupees to lay fresh pipe-
lines and carry water regu-
larly from available sourc-
es,” said Praveena, also a
grower.

Those people with bore-
wells in good condition are
now selling water, with a

Source: The Hindu, p. 6, Feb. 24, 2024
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An areca grower at Cheeranahalli in Ajjampura taluk buying water from a tanker for his plantation. SATHISH GT.

tanker of water (20,000-
litre) costing ¥8,000. “On
an average, a farmer will
have to spend %2 lakh to 33
lakh per acre of areca up to
April this year. We are hop-
ing for rain by the end of
April. If there are no rains
in April and May, we have
to spend another two-
three lakhs of rupees up till
June, the month when
monsoons are expected to
set in,” said Chetan, an are-
ca grower.

Coconut farms too
Similarly, coconut growers
are also facing the heat of

drought in the region. The
yield has already come
down on many farms due
to disease that affects coco-
nut leaves. Paramesh of Ya-
gatipura in Kadur taluk
said of the 150 coconut
trees on his farm, only 40
have survived. “The yield
has come down abysmally.
Iam worried about a furth-
er decrease in the yield
due to drought. My bore-
well in the coconut field
has dried up,” said a dis-
traught Paramesh. He is
now relying on an eatery
that he runs along with his
wife for his livelihood.



Centre grants permission to
procure 7,000 tonnes of ball
copra following State’s appeal

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Following the State govern-
ment’s appeal, the Centre
has granted permission to
procure 7,000 tonnes of
ball copra at minimum
support price, said Minis-
ter for Agricultural Market-
ing and Sugar Shivananda
Patil.

Speaking at a press con-
ference here on Saturday,
the Minister said the
Centre would also be
urged to grant permission
to procure milling copra
from growers. Earlier, the
Union government had gi-
ven approval for the pro-
curement of 62,500 tonnes
of copra.

Demand

The State has urged the
Centre to grant permission
to procure copra from
growers following a de-
mand from legislators from
14 coconut growing dis-
tricts during the ongoing
legislature session as well
as from growers to open
centers to procure copra
for a few more days.

The Centre has fixed
MSP for milling copra at
311,160 per quintal and for
ball copra at 12,000 per
quintal for the 2024 sea-
son. Milling copra is used
to extract oil, while ball co-
pra is consumed as dry

fruit and used for religious
purposes. Kerala and Ta-
mil Nadu are major pro-
ducers of milling copra
while ball copra is used lar-
gely in Karnataka.

The registration for co-
pra procurement that be-
gan on February 5, 2024
ended within three days,
even though a large num-
ber of coconut growers
had not registered their
names. This led to protests
by farmers in coconut
growing districts. Moreov-
er, legislators have alleged
that the officers of NAFED
joined hands with a few
merchants and ended the
registration process
abruptly. MLAs also al-
leged that many merchants
registered in the name of
farmers.

Mr. Patil said six pro-
curement centres would
be opened and steps
would be taken for preven-
tion of misuse of the
facility.

On APMC Bill

The Karnataka Agricultural
Produce Marketing (Regu-
lation and Development)
(Amendment) Bill, 2023,
has been passed in the Le-
gislative Council on Friday
and it is being implement-
ed for the benefit of farm-
ers and traders. Earlier, the
Bill was referred to the se-
lect committee of the

Council and committee
members visited various
districts and suggested 27
points and all of them have
been included in the Bill,
he said. The Opposition
BJP and JD(S) supported
the Bill.

Mr. Patil said the depart-
ment was planning to re-
duce APMC cess for the be-
nefit of farmers and
revenue would be generat-
ed by trading more com-
modities. More than 70%
of farm goods are being
traded outside the APMC
premises. The reduction of
cess would also aim to en-
courage farmers to bring
their produce to APMC
yards, he added.

Indira Canteens

The Minister said Indira
Canteens would be opened
at Agricultural Produce
and Marketing Committee
(APMC) yards across the
State. Already, canters
have been opened in Balla-
ri and Mysuru APMC yards.

OBITUARY &
REMEMBRANCE

VS

Source: The Hindu, p. 6, Feb. 24, 2024




Monitor drone parameters

revolution,

Numerous forecasts predict that drones will be the fu-
ture ofap,nculrure Recoﬂmsmg:ms. in 2022 Prime Mln-

impact of drones on soil and water. “So far, the results have
2 .

Y

this,™

The problems havc been framed incorrectly according to

Kavitha. “The question is not about preventing farm labourers
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the government has been encouraging ‘Kisan Drones’.
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our efforts should be to minimise the use of chemicals itself in the

sector.” she says.
butwhat
forthe 144, i Labour loss
oF e st d Th T I lab "
large.
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of harmful pesticides.

“The use of drones to spray chemicals will result in contamination
of soil and water. Today, we may find it asa solution but in the future, it

Pros of

overa week With the advent of drones. only one drone pilot can com-
pletethe task.

Such mechanisation has led to employment loss fears among ag-

i 5 riulfral lsbourers.sys agibased ¢ st Sangeetia
The drone. a k Kattimani. “Thereisa fear among the farm labourers that the use o
is bound to harm humans,” says Nandini Jayaram, a Karnataka Rajya industry can D rones t e 0 ln drones
Raitha Sangha leader. There must also be a focus on the irreversible improve India's 3 . . [hL‘ peasants,”she says.
damage tosoiland water. TEREEg Ind_lan agrlcu_ltul'e Eresisiooy On theother hand, there isalso  pool of skilled youths who have
potentialia Eu‘:sm‘::d with found new opportunities. “There is a trend of youth coming back
sensors, drones. to agriculture as smart technology has helped them make a better
water bodies, soil and even h by. by 2030. Potential value of drone-powered can provide living. Drone pilots are ma)unhg a decent living by operating the
aer h = machiner shesays.
chemlcal bemgspread to alargemrea< says Kavuha l(umganu. the solutions sector-wise on soil heal"}- InTelangana. i
convenor ASHA). Infrastructure e homity,  dronepilot. He' Rs 500 per hour
Scientific studies in the USA found that spr.\y drones produce a allowing farmers i entre’s Agri
ignil ici il i the offs 1 Itcan create Agriculture to make precise Infrastructure Fund (AIF) scheme.
specialsed nozales cancuthispread. over _decisions about “Sometimes, | work at least eight hours a day, stll I cannot
5,00,000 | s32abn | irrigation, fertilisation.  take the load of requests. Now, I donot have togo tocities to eke
ence droplet deposition and spray drift."says T Kiran Babu of Prof  direct and indirect Transport S0 s conbrot outmyliving Satish
University (PITSAU). dobe Cost-effective et training at PITSAU's drone academy.
n
Babu is part of a team from the state’s agriculture varsity that = Compared to traditional
had developed standard operating procedures (SoPs) for drone- Security methods of aerial Technical expenise. expenses
based pesticide apphcauons in rice. PITSAU also established a m surveillance, drones are Even with such training and
drone academy to train aspiring pilots and to conduct research 7 often more cost-effective,
on. dru“es‘nfar““"g Experts estimate that Media and entertalnment

volume,

a lack of rechmca.l expemse Ilmdels the uptake of drones in
farming, For

especially for small and

the use of drones in medium-sized farms in
b

farming will grow at a
Compound Annual Growth

Insurance

apphcannn rate and spray solution properties are all important

while taking

fertile Cauvery Delta region, the rice bowl of the state, are
Rate (CAGR) of Tume»savlu
up aerial spraying using drones. e : 38.5% $6.8 h x regz‘(’gaﬁﬂm AL labour: heil partsofthestate
3 Telecommunications ; el il areyet pesticides
ligible environmental effect. o and even pesticide spraying, and fungicides.
However how many freeing up farmers'time to focus “Wedonot D
" " “Wh on other important tasks. i i
monitor if SoPs are strictly followed or not? Curren(ly, mere |s

theservice, we prefer
no such mechanism. Governments should also look into this Dronés canitake fess fhan

o e
o e o cliemidals !I?“ r:lr: the drones rather than bny me:;\‘.. : says Mohan, a
veryimportant aspect,”a farmersassociation leader told DH. 10 minutes Number of drones Sl of et W Eratine Arivu, a farmer from HudalurmThnnpvun says he has
Whlle there have been multiple apylmunns of drones in to spray De‘“‘"?“ é’Ve’ registered in India large swathes of land evenly and yetto pmv:hzse the equipment because. of the expenses
that include water, Dhﬂl Ith jgne agre of B with DV@(!SIOH involved.
and pray pe 2021 2022 because | feel this might add additional expenses. The
cides.Infact i es e n h
firm, spraying operations have miore than 50% of the total 502 5y ALzl Thegmal ipacive ect it headds.
marketshare. scarcity or pest infestation beforet (hey _InKerala, drones are yet to gain popularity and trac-
Agricultural become visually apparent, allnwlng tion in agriculture. Even as farmers admit that it is a
R67.5 lakhto 12 akh for t basm 2023 farmers to take proact iveandti ingal i ighliy
it It d models and tart at Rs 15 ks for 1 2 86 1
can reap maximum benel‘ it,” says Prem Kumer»slawa:h Bh-f5ch aggcoltucpl droes. & Cons of agri drones purchase drones.
CEOofadrone techstartup. sy o o o
5 i Drones useful in surveyi High initial investment:The cost of CONEIVAY:
um:category 7> Jand REEERE v eoing drons s sadlomett conbe'a The lack of awareness among farmers and a lack of
ishighdemandfrom Maharashta, Uttar radesh, Madhya N S . B land, property significant barrier for adoption, especially proper coordination between the Centre zmdFm es
Pradesh, la, and Haryana. In these states, govern- ot Rpartf iture for small-scale farmers. on npolicy ption. For in-
ments have adopted agriculture drone-specific policies fronelbliots Igithe corpitry sgva wplam us‘:’?,.’é‘{,'.‘,‘ﬁ ;ﬁm'fu"ﬁs.?;fn?éﬁ 3 . i
thathelp 1365% increase has made use of drones to conduct i lised Knowledge and traini
between 2022 and 2023. surveys and map revenue lands. The jemands specialised knowledge and training,
Impact assessment

Police Department also uses drones
to maintain law and order and to
manage (ramc Disaster relief forces
use them in rescue operations in the
event of nnods landslides or other

h i by the Centre like Rs 10 lakh unsecured loans from
which may not be readily available among the Agri Infrastructure Fund at minimal interest
rates,” Vislawath says.

Some scientists say that using drones is beneficial for
agriculture labourers who have extended contact with

.
d payload capacity: Drones often have
such chemicals. “Spraying pesticides is a tedious and
s i

around i
restrictions on the weight they can carry, limiting Asifesand 155 5F
natural disasters. Munish Moudgil, phelr tigctionality. importance. Modernisation of technolngyu::sé
< 4 India’s GDP can be increased by 1-1.5% through b T
an them too. Dr asthey precise in agriculture like using ng:;'aa't':;;';‘a'ss:ﬂ"e’ (Revenue) have short flight advancement of machines in the l’am]mg sector
drones in agriculture, according t0a report from ik “cave fhe e of drones has tmetde to battery limitations, requiring frequent ofwages
withthe University i i the World Economic Forum (WEF), ensure thateUn/ey fpronEies recharging. hite and blue-collar job ]
il pi . abo -
eraofliad d-achalf Source: Market research, Emea e coeted Data processing challenges: Managing and analysing IElrnas AU S O D0 K el
acres D lUSl 1wo years for a project that Jarge volumes of data collected by drt b al sector, Nandini Jayaram says. The advent of
injust12to15 minutes. Prigeisgooners D ok wiould have taken 20 years. “The b ot blboal il <A Sl modern technology is only a stop-gap measure
injust s of drones has minimised complex and resource-intensive. 0gY p-5ap.
Currently, the Karnataka govern- DH GRAPHIC: SAGARM'S uhuman error and brought ) and there is a need to address persisting issues
ment has permitted the spray- COMPILED BY VARSHAGOWDA in transparency as it works Y concern: . aswell, sheadds.
A ing of chemicals 1 privacy issues amm:g nearby residents. (With inputs from Pavan H Kumar in Hub-
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Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Feb, 25, 2024




Read the subtextof farmers’ unrest. Solutions lieoutside agnculture

ILLUSIONS &
DELUSIONS

TCA
Ranganathan
The former chairman of
the Export Import Bank
of India is a banker with
atheory of everything

N @teartca

sirable cities requires creating strong USPs, as

GIFT city or Ayodhya.
Several different types of city creation may
be needed. The number of additional cities
required is large because of the size of our
ion, the extant sub- diver-

sity, and prolonged neglect of this important

larmers’ unrest is again makingnews. In- - ment. Instead, imitating the erstwhile Soviet existing sense ice. Mumple s(oues of
terestingly, the farmers of the well-irri-  Union, it tried to promote autarkic manurac saunn pch.\ up, the Iabom nm.i.s of our fanm similar orlesses g
i i hdid ther. Also, theirr better life-trajectories for ana-
days. Thegri eitherthere: urhErE.T‘ sing faster, and thus da/US/EU than their- Indm hased relativesare
we must note, are about the of levels and frustrntinns may be often

surpluses, not shortages. Also, itationis  structures of desperate efforts at including
hemg\ne\ved byeveryoneasa ‘Farmervs Cen eshave remained unchanged. Our currcm ur- ‘The other factor relates l() pohcy signalling illegal (Dunk: type) ermgranon andof theuse

tre' dispute, although as per the Constitution,  banisation index of 35% is below in play. Despi ofnarcoticdr -ape route.

agricultureisastate subject.

Decades ago, when the Centre intervened,
it was to tackle the then persistent droughts
and famines. Itundoubtedly succeeded. In the
next three decades, the Green (food crops),
White (milk) and Blue (fisheries) revolutions
happened. Food growth outstripped popula-
tion growth. We became a major exporter of
wheat, rice, and other agricultural products.
‘We are the largest producer of milk and milk
products, rank second in horticulture and flo-
riculture products, third in poultry products,
and fourth in fishery-related products. These
achievements have not, however, translated
intorural prosperityor contentment. We need
tointrospecton the ‘why'of this.

'I'hcrcarc zwoprindpal {acmrs atwork. One

Indiadid not use principal

the global average of 57%. Advanced econo-
miesare al 70% and competing emerging
marketeconomies, mcludmgCluna,mmehe
mid-60s. Thus,our

wide inter-regional dmersmes, and existence
of increasing agri-surpluses (with pockets of
shortages), the Centre did not change its role.
Our nor

Carlier, media reports of large-scale farm-
ersuicides were rife. Now, agitations have re-

need. Since, a new Finance
Commission has been set up, it could perhaps

prioriti; isati ive. Also,sinceour

for providing employment s higher than that
of our peers.

Our population growth played out in this
faulty structure. Consequently, rural popula-
tion increased from 280 million at Independ-
ence, toalmostabillionat present. And80%of

asdeep, as ourstock markets. This diminishes
|nvmrmcm po(ennal lorxmpnwmg agri-logis-
i
gate and city retail pricing. Export bans on a
variety of agricultural products, to protect the

our landlessorhold
lessthan lacre. Another’ lO%hald upto2acres.
So, at least 90% need 'y Surviva

f the impact on farm-
ers’ pmﬁubllny

wageincome,

Further, worldwide, just as automation/Al
areeliminating manufacturingjobs, mechani-
sation in agriculture via myriad devices, such

climate change is aggravating
crop prospects. Situations of adverse income
volatility haveincreased. A history of farmloan
waivers to mitigate rural anguish also exists.
Alongside, increased travel, mobility, and use

astractors, tillers, seeders, hai andin-

instrument for securing economic de« elop-

of farming jobs. Currently, our

thatexistedin the past, therebyincreasing ru-
arexistet LB

Itto the

Prices (MSP) for some Rabi season crops, in-
cluding wheat, are apparently already higher
than the demanded formula of ‘cost of produc-
tionplus 50%". Forest fires,one must note, start
only if the grassy undergrowth is i

to ‘total government expenditure'is in the low
single-digits, quite unlike other peer country
practices, wecouldalsothink of creating athird
ner of ‘autonomous cities’ below the exlsung

dry!
T nis:dasitng soh s orasts ll

(,hnndlgam nnd Pudur.ha.m models. This will

-0ng:
require reducing
agriculture for pmwdmp, The

createaby
However, all this will take time. Short-term
L

onlv practical me(hod would be to promote
ion, as done el

dtobein p)ay Vari-
ous sector experts have suggested a variety of

market ket solutions. ‘Ease

the| loc1|consumpuonmu]uphers pl.wom cre-
ating varieties of Jobs/mcome stre1ms Thls is

of cultivating’as also per P
whatwill interest the hrmers with large hold-
ings, whilethe! Iandless-marg,mal farmers may

the reason why our better de
literally bunnng at their seams! Creating de-

better Acareful

Source: Deccan Herald, p.11, Feb, 25, 2024

Dry chilli sets Byadgi market
on fire with record arrivals

On Feb 15, APMC got single-day
record of 83.5k quintals

v

ARUNKUMAR HURALIMATH
HUBBALLI, DHNS

otwithstanding ex-

treme weather condi-

tions, Byadgi chilli, a
prized spice known for its vi-
brantred color, medium heat,
and distinctive smoky flavor,
is still a popular crop among
farmers of north Karnataka.

On February 15, the famed
Byadgi red chilli market in
Haveri district received a re-
cord 83,568 quintals of chilli.
Thisisthe highesteverarrival
in the market since its incep-
tionin1948.

Steady demand and remu-
nerative prices are the major
reasons for the popularity of
thecrop.

Accordingtodata, the Byad-
gimarkethasbeenregistering
asteady rise in the turnover in
thelast five years.

In 2023-24, (till Febru-
ary 22), the Byadgi APMC

received 10,13,479 quintals of
dry chilli. Another four lakh
quintals are expected in the
next one-and-a-half months.
Last year, the total arrivals
were 9.9 lakh quintals.

There is a slight increase in
the area under red chilli culti-
vationinthestateaswell-from
1.27lakh hain 2022-23t01.30
lakh ha in 2023-24. Though
red chilli is generally an irri-
gated crop, the rain deficit
resulted in 20-30% less yield,
according to the Horticulture
Department.

Byadgi Chilli Merchants’
Association secretary Raju
Morigeri said the market has
received the highest load of
dry chilli ever in the last two
months.

The Byadgi market sells
three varieties of chillies -
Byadgi Dabbi, Byadgi Kaddi
and Guntur chilli. The stan-
dard dabbi chilli is sold at
Rs 45,000 to Rs 57,000 per

Sy

i .
gy

A
Aflle photoofdry chllll market in Byadgl of Haven district.

Of arrivals & turnover
Year Quintal Bags Turnover
2019-20 8,42,230 33,66,188 Rs 1,260 Cr
2020-21 11,22,802 52,12,816 Rs 1,997 Cr
2021-22 15,84,878 | 63,01,071 Rs 2,046 Cr
2022-23 9,90,552 39,44,362 Rs 2,281 Cr
2023-24 10,86,650 43,08,810 (Till Feb 22)
quintal, kaddi at Rs 40,000 other commercial crops.

to Rs 45,000 per quintal and
Guntur is priced at Rs 13,000
to Rs 18,000. The prices have
been consistently good.
There is always good de-
mand for chilli compared to

Source: Deccan Herald, p.8, Feb, 26, 2024

“This time we are getting
good quality Byadgi chilli
compared to previous years.
The absence of incessant rain
might have aided this. We
used to get 200-230 colour

values in the previous years,
but this year the colour value
is between 240-260, which
is higher than the previous
years,” headded.

Brisk buying

Usually big buyers including
MDH,MTR and othersused to
procure chilli between March
and April. As drought hit the
state this year, they began buy-
ing chillies in the first week of
February fearing that the
quality might take a hit later.
Accordingtochilli traders, the
arrivals have been sold to buy-
ers and no stock went to cold
storages. There are 25 cold
storagesin Byadgiand around
30in Ballari. Whenever there
isadropinthepriceof chillies,
farmers make use of the cold
storage facility.

Karnataka State Spices
Development Board Manag-
ing Director B R Girish said,
the quality of Byadgi chilli
cannot be compared to other
varieties.

Byadgi chilli is known for
medium spice, good colour
and essence and it has export
quality. Apart from food,
Byadgi chilli is being used in
the pharmaceuticals and cos-
metics industries.



692 suicides in 10
months as drought
crisis persists

N B HOMBAL
BENGALURU, DHNS

smanyas 692 farmers
killed themselves in
arnataka between

April 2023 and January
2024, Revenue Depart-
ment data shows, highlight-
ing acute rural distressin the
wake of persistent drought
conditions. Haveri, Belagavi
and Chikkamagaluru had
the highest suicide rates, the
data shows. The state also re-
ported 548 accidental farmer
deaths in the same period.

All in all, 1,240 farmers
lost their lives in the last 10
months, with an average of
more than four deaths a day.

The data furnished by the
state government attributed
suicides to farm loan distress
and drought. Karnataka has
already declared 223 of the
236 taluks as drought-hit. Of
these, 196 taluks are catego-
rised as severe drought-hit
and 27 as drought-hit.

As many as 22.59 lakh
farmers have taken medi-
um-term and short-term
loans from cooperative in-
stitutions to the tune of Rs
17,534 crore till Jan 31, 2024,
and 8.5 lakh have secured
loans from nationalised
bankstothe tune ofRs1,7424

fall from trees,

Bleak stats
548

accidental
deaths

223 of

236 taluks
declared
drought-hit

Accidental
deaths include

snake bites,

haystack
catching fire,

22.59 lakh farmers
have taken loans

data further revealed that
only 238 farmers have repaid
their loans (Rs 3.07 crore) in
cooperative institutions.

A senior official who
wished toremainanonymous
told DH that farmers whore-
pay loans from cooperative
institutions are under great
pressure to do so, but several
lakh farmers depend on pri-
vate money lenders, where
the distress is higher and
leads to suicides.

» Farmers, Page 6

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1, Feb, 26, 2024
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Anandateertha Pyati describes how farmers continue to
cultivate in the lands they once owned in the Tungabhadra
backwaters, decades after the area got submerged

he backwaters of the
Tungabhadra have
receded three months
early this year, says

ankanna,a boatman
who helps transport
people, as well as bikes,
scooters and bicycles
daily in his small ferry. “This made
big changes in farming in thearea
as farmers started cultivating
early,”he adds.

Usually, the areas submerged
under the Tungabhadra backwa-
ters start to appear in January
and for farmers, this would be the
suitable time for sowing. This sea-
son, they have sown Bengal gram,
groundnut, sorghum and cowpea
in October itself. These crops will
be harvested soon. An interesting
aspect of the cultivation process
hereis that it does not involve
much human intervention.

Rangappa Chigari, a farmer
from Bannigol village in Vijayan-
agara district, holds sorghum
earheads with great happiness.
“Last year, there was no rain. So,
we completed sowing a bit early
as compared to previous seasons.
Now we are confident of getting a
good yield before summer starts,”
he says. Beside his field, the Bengal
gram crop is in good condition.

Rehabilitation

When the construction of the
Tungabhadra reservoir was
planned eight decades ago, the
government acquired farmland
on both riverbanks. Several
villages were relocated and
people were provided with basic
amenities. During the acquisition
process, the government also pro-
vided compensation to farmers.

During the monsoon, due to
theincreased inflow of water, the
level of the river rises significantly.
Water is released from the
reservoir around January for
irrigation, and the level of the river
starts to recede. Farmers whose
ancestors gave up their lands to
the government, start sowing in
the same fields, once the water
recedes.

“After one or two decades, farm-
ers started cultivation in the same
lands and the government depart-
ments and officials neglected this
issue then. Somehow the farming
practice became popular because
itrequires no inputs, other than
seeds. Now, hardly a few officials

B

e

Afarmer ina jowar field; (Top) Jowar fields by theriver.

A fe transports Ie areas where crops are grown, after water
levels of the Tungabhadrarecede.

e
Groundnut crop grown by
theriver. PHOTOS BY AUTHOR

or department representatives try
to stop the cultivation. Of course, it
isall about the question of survival
for farmers,” says an officer from
the Agricultural Department who
did not wish to be named.

“Our fathers and grandfathers
received only a few rupees as
compensation for this fertile land.
Though we are not the owners
anymore, we have been cultivating
the fields regularly for more than
five decades,” says Sunkappa of
Budihal village.

Nutrient-rich soil

The process of cultivation happens
along both shores of the Tungab-
hadra. As the receding of the water
starts in January, fields become
visible and farmers mark their
boundaries by putting up a small
bund around their fields.

Once the seeds are sown,
neither chemical fertilisers nor
organic compost is used for
cultivation. “Every year, during the
rainy season, the river brings the
most fertile soil with itand dumps
iton both banks. This is more than
enough to grow plants,” points out
organic farmer Shankar Raddy of
Katralli village in Koppal district.

Since the plants get rich
nutrients from the soil, they
are strong enough to withstand
various types of pests and diseases,
say farmers in the region. The
crops do not need growth
promoters or additional nutrients
to give good yield.

Every year, around 1.5 lakh
hectares of land come under
this type of cultivation. Until five

Source: Deccan Herald, p.14, Feb, 29, 2024

years ago, farmers here only

grew cowpea, but now, they are
sowing Bengal gram, sorghum and
groundnut. “To harvest cowpea
pods, we need many labourers.
But for Bengal gram, different
types of harvesters are available
easily. So, we turned towards this
crop along with jowar, which is our
staple food,” says Sharanabasappa,
an elderly farmer who has been
cultivating crops in the area for
more than four decades. He adds
that because of the excellent
quality of soil here, the yield is
higher than in other places.

When the harvesting process
starts, traders from nearby
markets come to the villages for
procurement. This ‘farm gate’
system of purchase has helped
the farmers to a great extent. “But
they buy at a minimum price and
sellit with a huge profit. For us,
the direct market is not easy to
access, sowe sell it locally to buyers
and local farm produce agents,”
says Rangappa. He earned Rs 2
lakh last year selling Bengal gram
grownin three acres. This year,
he has taken eight acres of land on
lease for cultivation.

Concerns
Environmentalists object to this
form of cultivation and express
their concern over silt accumula-
tion in the Tungabhadra reservoir.
The erosion of the topsoil presents
amajor risk. “The top layer of soil
is eroded in this method. Strong
bunds must be constructed so that
fertile soil can be held in place,”
says soil expert P Vasu.

“If hazardous pesticides are
sprayed on the crops, the residues
directly mix with the water and
get collected in the dam. Usually,
reservoir water is used for
drinking purposes and supplied
to thousands of villages as well
as towns throughout the year.

As of now, in the Tungabhadra
backwaters, the cultivation of
crops does not include many
chemicals. But, during the whole
process, tonnes of topsoil gets
loosened due to cultivation
and flows towards the
dam, thus decreasing
the capacity of

water storage,” says
BadariPrasad PR, a
professor at Gangavati
Agricultural College,
Koppal district.
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Decentralisation

Fifth SFC recommends hiking
funds for local bodies

Asks state govt to hold

elections to ZP/TPs, ULBs soon

BENGALURU, DHNS

| 4 I Yhe 5th State Finance

Commission, initsreport

tabled in the Assembly
on Friday, recommended that
the state government should
increase devolution to local
bodies, Panchayat Raj insti-
tutions (PRIs) and urban local
bodies (ULBs), including the
BruhatBengaluru Mahanaga-
raPalike (BBMP).

It has also asked the state
governmentand state election
commission to take immediate
steps to hold elections to taluk
and zilla panchayats and the
BBMP. The delay in holding
elections to these bodies has
forced the Central Finance
Commission (CFC) to put on
hold Rs 2,100 crore grants.

In its recommendations,
the Commission took a dim
view about the state govern-

ment not holding elections to
local bodies. “It is relevant to
mention that neither the Con-
stitution nor the provisions of
Karnataka Gram Swaraj and
Panchayat Raj Act provides
anyscope toextend thetermof
any PanchayatRaj Institutions
(PRI) or ULBs by appointing
administratorsafter the expiry
of five-year term.

Although a provision ex-
ists to appoint administrators
when PRISs are dissolved prior
tocompletion of their five-year
term but with the condition of
constituting this body within 6
months. But, there are several
zilla and taluk panchayats and
BBMP which have not been
duly constituted. If elections
arenotheldwithin CFC’'saward

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Feb, 24, 2024
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period, then the state will not
beabletosecureRs2,100 crore
grants from the commission,”
thereportunderscored.

The Commission said that
though Non-loan net own rev-
enue receipts (NLNORR) and
devolution of funds between
2018-22increased for PRIs but
inrespectto ULBsithas come
down to 10.4% from 12% rec-
ommended by4th SFC, which
is much below the accepted
devolution. “Itappears thatby
depriving the ULBs of funds,
the government has curtailed
the funds for basic municipal
services which is reflected in
the demands and concerns of
ULBs,” the report slammed.

Going by this, the 5th
SFC has recommended a

fund-sharing formula of 51:49
against the existing 52:48.
Out of 49% for all Local Bod-
ies, 35% is for PRIs and 13%
to all ULBs but BBMP will get
an additional 1% extra (14%).
“With rapidly changing urban
landscape owing to migration
and other factors, the demand
for basic municipal services
such as water supply, sanitary,
streetlight and infrastructure
has necessitated higher al-
location for ULBs including
BBMP,” the report explained.

According to the report,
the BBMP did not receive any
additional amount of 1% of
NLNORR under the 4th SFC.
Even the full share of devolu-
tion to ULBs was not released
by the government.



All electrical installations
of GPs should be metered,
recommends 5th State
Finance Commission

The Hindu Bureaun
BENGALURU

The 5th State Finance
Commission (SFC) has re-
commended to the State
government that all electri-
cal installations of gram
panchayats (GPs) should
be metered and the pre-
sent arrears of power con-
sumption charges be set-
tled with electricity supply
companies (ESCOMs)
through the intervention of
the government.

The 5th SFC headed by
former MP C. Narayanas-
wamy prepared its report
for the year 2024-25 and
submitted it to Governor
Thawaarchand Gehlot and
it said that “unreasonable”
power consumption billing
by ESCOMs for street light-
ing, drinking water supply
systems, and panchayat
buildings in the absence of
metered units, by levying
flat rates for defunct bore-
wells and unmetered
streetlights, had resulted in
huge arrears of ¥8,323.25
crore as on December
2023.

“This is happening des-
pite payment through
Escrow accounts out of
SFC grants of the GPs,” it
said. During 2015, the ar-
rears of GPs of ¥2,960.23
crore as principal and
I806.59 crore as penalty/

interest, totalling 33,766.82
crore, were settled through
securitisation by  the
government.

Through the interven-
tion of the government,
the SFC report said the
huge amount of interest/
penalty could be avoided
and the same could be
used for development
works. “Whatever there
are conflicting claims bet-
ween the ESCOMs and the
GPs, the GPs could be ad-
vised to avoid such mount-
ing bills by reconciliation
through joint verification
of bills by EO of TP, AEE of
ESCOM, and president and
PDO of GP periodically,”
the report suggested.

The report, which was
tabled in the Assembly on
Friday, recommended
sharing of resources at the
ratio of 51:49 between
State and local bodies for
the year 2024-25.

The own source revenue
of GPs from 2016-17 to
202223 has increased
from 306 crore to I771
crore and the collection
was 90%. However, the
outstanding dues was
%1696 crore in 2022-23. The
collection of arrears was
poor, it said, and recom-
mended that GP should
maintain the same tempo
in the collection of arrears
too.

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, Feb. 24, 2024
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Fifth SFC recommends equal
distribution of funds in all
BBMP wards, city corporations

The commission suggests BBMP should adopt latest guidance value-based assessment of property tax at the earliest

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he 5th State Fi-
T nance Commission
(SFC) has recom-

mended to the State go-
vernment on equal distri-
bution of funds ward-wise
in the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
and city corporations for
equal development of all
wards.

The 5th SFC headed by
former MP C. Narayanas-
wamy, who prepared the
report for 2024-25 and sub-
mitted it to Governor Ta-
warchaand Gehlot, said
that “Many of the Urban
Local Bodies (ULBs) do not
allocate funds equitably
among their municipal
wards, which results in un-
even development across
ULBs,”

The report, which was
tabled in the Legislative As-
sembly on Friday, suggest-

e

o

The 5th State Finance Commission report noted that the own

g

source revenue of the BBMP in respect of property tax has
increased marginally in the last six years. FILE PHOTO

ed that devolution of funds
to bigger ULBs such as
BBMP and city municipal
corporations should be
“ward-wise” to ensure
equitable distribution of
funds.

It said that BBMP (Fiscal

Responsibility and Budget
Management Rules, 2021)
came into effect on March
10, 2022.

The rules provide for
preparation of the Medi-
um-Term Fiscal Plan along
with the annual budget.

Source: The Hindu, p. 7, Feb. 24, 2024
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The commission recom-
mended that BBMP should
prepare MTFP every year
along with the budget.

The 5th SFC report not-
ed that the own source re-
venue of BBMP in respect
of property tax has in-
creased marginally in the
last six years.

The property tax in the
BBMP area was yet to be as-
sessed based on the latest
guidance value principle
which might fetch a sub-
stantial increase in the pro-
perty tax revenue. It is re-
ported that the process of
survey of properties is un-
derway which is expected
to give a tax jump of about
30%.

Non-tax revenues

The non-tax revenue of the
BBMP has declined from
%1306 crore in 2016-17 to
1161 crore in 2021-22 re-
flecting inadequate efforts
by the BBMP authorities.

The commission sug-
gested that the BBMP
should adopt latest gui-
dance value-based assess-
ment of property tax at the
earliest and enhance ef-
forts of the agencies for col-
lection of intended non-tax
revenue and in cases, it
needed updating of exist-
ing laws, necessary action
should be taken by the
government.

‘Improve revenue’

It suggested that all the
ULBs should levy, revise
and collect the property
tax based on the guidance
value revised periodically,
to improve own source of
revenue.

The SFC’s role is to exa-
mine the financial situation
of the PRIs and framing a
formula for division of tax
revenues such as taxes, du-
ties, fines and toll fees bet-
ween a state and its PRIs
and ULBs.



MOHAMMED YACOOB @ Bengaluru

BRUHAT Bengaluru Mahana-
gara Palike (BBMP) will do
away with the current practice
of determining tax based on
‘zonal classification’ (A-E) un-
der its limits, and will levy
property tax based on the new
‘Guidance Value-based' tax sys-
tem, from April 1, 2024. Under
the new system, property tax
will be calculated based on the
property location, type of us-
age, amenities and infrastruc-
ture development.

This move is expected to
drastically increase annual
property tax paid by property
owners. However, BBMP is ar-
guing that it will not get any
funds under the 15th Finance
Commission until property tax
is linked to guidance value.
State municipalities, other
than BBMP, are already collect-
ing property tax based on guid-
ance value.

According to officials, the ex-
isting tax system is not ration-
al. Citing an example, the offi-

BBMP EYES REVENUE INFLOW

ZONES OUT, TAX LINKED TO GUIDANCE VALUE

Location, amenities, infra will be key; govt claims new regime must for finance panel funds

Tax increase

KEY POINTS

Self-occupied properties: 0.1% . BBMP has considered construction value on

Rented properties- 0.2%  buildings, and fixed 31,500 per sgft on
Vacant land - 0.025% residential and 2,000 on commercial
o A S property
m“”;’::x;:ﬂ’i 20,000 plus cess per annum on telecom

_—

towers, hoardings, billboards or electronic
devices installed on buildings

Property tax will be increased by 5%
annually

How wlil guidance value be calculated

A location that has better road, rail and Metro connectivity, with amenities like
parks, shopping complexes by housing boards, etc will have higher guidance
value, compared to areas that lack these facilities. Based on these factors,
guidance value will be set by the sub-registrar of the jurisdiction.

cial said, “In one zone (one of
five classifications from A to
E), a property owner pays more
tax on his house built on the
same area, compared to an
owner in a different zone.
Hence the new system is pro-
posed to bring uniformity in
property taxation.”

BBMP revenue officials also

said that under the proposed
system, more revenue will be
generated as there will be no
scope for undervaluation of
properties. He also recalled
that the Palike was losing out
on a huge chunk of revenue
due to undervaluation of prop-
erties by land mafia, while pur-
chasing them.

Source: The New Indian Express, p. 4, Feb. 28, 2024
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Talking about the proposed
tax system, Srikanth Narasim-
han, president, Bengaluru Na-
vanirmana Party (BNP), said
that under the old system, he
was paying Rs 3,864 for his 1,660
sqft built-up area under ‘E’
zone, and under the new guid-
ance value system, he will have
to pay Rs 5,171. “The actual pic-
ture will emerge only after
BBMP publishes the final noti-
fication after settlement of
claims and objections on March
6,” said Narasimhan.

BBMP also fixed Rs 20,000
plus cess per annum on tele-
communication towers, hoard-
ings, billboards or electronic
devices installed on buildings.
Under the new system, tax will
be increased at 5 per cent annu-
ally, from the next financial
year. The new directive will
rake in revenue, which can be
used for development projects.

For more details or to send in
objections, visit the BBMP rev-
enue office or reach out to the
BBMP revenue commissioner
at spcomm.rev@bbmp.gov.in.



BBMP Budget focuses on shoring up
revenue base, infrastructure development

Shreyas H.S.
BENGALURU

The Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP)
Budget (2024-25) proposes
several policy shifts with
the aim of shoring up the
civic body’s revenue base,
besides promising alloca-
tion for programmes
tagged under the ambi-
tious Brand Bengaluru
campaign.

The Budget was present-
ed by Special Commission-
er (Finance) Shivananda H.
Kalakeri on February 29.
This is the fourth consecu-
tive Budget presented by
officials in the absence of
an elected council since
September 2020.

Mr. Kalakeri presented a
%2.7 crore revenue surplus
Budget with an outlay of
%12,371.63 crore and an es-
timated expenditure of
%12,369.46 crore. The key
highlight in the outlay is

Budget at aglance

Y %12,369.46 crore

%8,294.04 crore

Total expenditure = Total receipts
¥12,371.63 crore

BBMP’s own revenue

Revenue surplus
%2.17 crore

Central and State government
grants ¥4,077.59 crore

the proposed capital ex-
penditure of 6,661 crore,
which amounts to 54% of
the total Budget.

As acute water shortage
has gripped the city, the
civic body proposes to drill
1,000 new borewells but,
apart from that, does pre-
cious little about water
conservation.

Brand Bengaluru
The theme is ‘Brand Ben-
galurw’, and 1,580 crore
has been allocated for in-
itiatives with a promise to
maintain these funds in an
escrow account.

While 3200 crore was al-
located as seed money for

building two tunnel roads
on a pilot basis, T50 crore
will go towards building a
sky deck — two pet projects
of Deputy CM and Benga-
luru Development Minister
D. K. Shivakumar. Other in-
itiatives championed by
him, including ‘Hasiru Mi-
tra’, ‘Hasiru Rakshaka’ and
‘Udayana Mitra’, have
found pride of place in the
Budget.

The Budget makes sig-
nificant allocations for
roads, including widening
roads, developing new
roads as proposed in the
Revised Master Plan 2015,
and two new alternative
roads to Kempegowda In-

ternational Airport. BBMP
has allocated 3300 crore to
the ongoing white-topping
of roads.

It has opted for Public
Private Partnership mode
to build optic fibre cable
ducts along arterial roads.
The civic body is looking to
raise 32,000 crore through
a loan from the World
Bank to construct concrete
retention walls for storm-
water drains.

However, earlier PPP in-
itiatives to build 100 SHE
toilets has failed to take off,
the budget indicates.

The BBMP will provide
1,000 crore for Bengaluru
Solid Waste Management
Company. It proposes allo-
cating 100 crore to pur-
chase four land parcels on
the outskirts of Bengaluru
to set up integrated waste
processing centres.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 15

The Budget has proposed to set up 50 new Indira
Canteens, including mobile canteens, for which
%70 crore has been allocated. venues. 100 crore

Where the rupee comes

Tax and Non-tax revenue Government of India grants
has been allocated to invigorate health services. cocses 3,097.91 488.01
There is a proposal to introduce a pension 4,470 Sonanatbof
scheme for pourakarmikas (civic workers) from Kamataka grants
the next fiscal, and %137.50 crore has been allocat- 3,589.58

ed for the same. BBMP proposes to set up night
shelters for the protection of transgenders.

Apart from setting a higher target for property
tax, the Budget proposes to introduce a new ad-
vertisement policy, which is expected to generate

Mvscellaneous income

Establishment expenses

3500 crore. The civic body hopes to generate 1,607.42 [— Payment
another 1,000 crore by selling Premium FAR ﬁ";:f'.rem
across Bengaluru. Administrative expenses 1abilities
389.88 | 527
Operation and : :
Programme expenses EEENEY, Capital expenditure

912.98 2,271.07 6,661.1

Where the rupee goes

Source: The Hindu, p. 1 &15, March. 1, 2024
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BBMP BUDGET: Priority to infrastructure; ornamental additions; new monsoon control room

Beauty and business in Brand Bengaluru push

Small pie for big projects, heavy

FOLLOWING THE MONEY

= - Opening balance: Rs2.13cr
spending on maintenance Recepts: Re123695
— Total receipts: Rs12,371.63cr
Payments: Rs12,369.46 Cr
BENGALURU, DHNS marked for public Income
works, mostly for
he BBMP on aintenance of ex- =S o Taxand cess: Rs4,470 cr 36%
:‘rle-;; :“sE g e‘x(z ing ml'r.\:s(urll:.:‘l‘lie snlvanandﬂ Kalakeri, speclalmmisslomr (Nnam) T o Rs3,097.91cr 25% ¥
annual budget for et projects. About anﬂ TusharGIrInath Chief CommlsslonerofBBMP Central government Rs488.01cr a% ot ' ¢ p
2024-25 with a total 21% of the total bud- grants:
outlay of Rs 12,369 get (that is Rs 2,908 Thursday. bHPHOTO/S K DINESH _
crore. Anticipating cr)hasbeensetaside State government Rs3,589.58cr 29% LLOCAHON
an increase in rev- for employee salary, ~pates the revenue collection  tional Airport, The civic body ~ 8rants: PROJECT FUNDS
enue from internal > administrative ex- to nearly double, has decided also an alternate income: Rs724cr 6% i
sources, the civic penses and holding  to create a separate account road to the airport from Bal- s - S e e Bl BRI
body has k funds for rammes. for funding large infrastruc- lari Road (Sadahalli gate) via | EXpenditure White topping of roads Rs300cr
many big-ticket projects such ture projects worth Rs 1,580  Begur but no funds have been
as white-topping of roads, sky hopes to earn a total revenue  cr, packaged as ‘Brand Ben-  allocated. Establishment Rs1,607.42¢r 13% Widening of CDP roads Rs 100¢r
;?wcr. oma:dlcn!alhlighﬁng, 0fRs12,371 cr;)r]flargdcg’lmm galuru.’ (refer ml"(’iee)& As FhPi h()tggvl‘w?a}r‘i big projeitii SAPESeSS Tunnel roads Rs 200 cr
Iternate roads to the airport  property tax, followed by new  government provided capital ~ the as earmarked  Administrativ Rs 389.88 cr 3%
etc.Generally, re- premi- outlay for new projects, the Rs 2 crore to each of the 225 expenseg‘ e Skywalk at Banashankari Rs50¢cr
quiringa huge capital outlay—  um floor area ratio (approval BBMP has earmarked grants  wards for undertaking works = Ornamental lighting Rs 100cr
arefundedbythegovernment. for high-rise buildings) etc. fm bmldmg the [allcsl tower such as desilting drains, fill- Programme expenses: Rs912.98cr 7%
In the absence of an elected ~ Besides ing more peo- ing potholes, maintenance of i Skydeck (tower) Rs50cr
5 o7 3 %) i Operations and Rs2,271.07 cr 18%
body, BBMP's special commis-  ple to plug leakages in prop- fortunnel roads,acircularsky- - footpaths and establishing a aintenance: Acquisition of land Rs50cr
sioner (finance) Shivanand H  erty tax, the BBMP plans to  walkat .
Kalak;r_i. fk;live'red (heb\k‘:gel upgrade its IT infrastructure As':.jme’fRs IO(_)dcr has bcchn l_!r?llv:‘l"s gl_\if:f Ct;nlunissin?‘; Capital expenditure: Rs6661.03cr 54% Tech upgradation Rs50¢cr
speech in the presence of se-  to improve its services, par- provided for widening the er Tushar Girinath later tol gt " R
nior officers of the civic body ~ticularly relating to property ~stretch between Kanakapura  reporters that the civic body ~ CUrrent liabilities: Rs527cr 4% Rajakaluve improvement Rs100cr
herein the Town Hall. transactions. main road and Bannerghatta hadachieved closeto81%ofthe
A significant portion of the Tallprojects main road as well as Hennur  progress in implementing the I£: Health sector
budget — amounting to Rs proj and Bagalur Road, which con-  budget of 2023-24, which had 'ocu. are aMmn %
6,661 crore — has been ear- The civic body, which antici- nects Kempegowda Interna- an outlay of Rs 11,880 crore. Focus on wel progr: jcs ’ 27 new physiotherapy
= Rs 5 cror two-wheelers to working the Individual Housing centres to be opened.
the nd i Scheme for the construction 2
= = 100 laboratories at
KEY HIGHLIGHTS the welfare of women, = Rs 10crorefortheeco. _ Of houses for homeless poor ;
2 Namma Clinics to be upgraded
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled  pomic developmentofthe  People belonging to SC/ST, i
W Foc e mirst e, :ﬁya"a”a Tribes, oty and  OBC. specially-abled, and B3 008 B
i r es i i investigations.
vacant posts through direct andthe transgender ComMU-  other economically back- WS categories in the city.
i B settlne Up OFC (ODILTLTW nity by providing financial TheBBMPwill m Rs4crore toestablish 8 = 14advanced ALS
ing through the Karnataka 'm et 'ZNSI(‘;"EIJ:: prwuie 50% of the pm)eﬂ Id pr
Public Service Commission ~ —— — . ———— - st 15 wrsacrore blish cured.
(KPSO). :'Rs 100 ma“.‘l‘f..ﬁ'i" 4 iautosor goodse-auts. lakh asahelping "3’“1 foes-  SayitriVasathi hostelsfor  w Rs 1 crore allocatedto
ul parking Road Fly ;igﬁfﬁr:ffggﬁzm = working women. setup adaycare centre for
areas to be developed under o).  Rs’S lakh subsidy under specially-abled children.
BBMP = e,
(Publi i = 160 public
k) " Upgraded. Policies in the pipeline  Every ward getsRs 2 cr
uRs u 204 new toilets to - Pam canservamn Policy = Rs 30 lakh for desilting and
anteens, : Tor ‘maintenance of drains
uA S Lake Conservation Policy = Rs 15 lakhs for pothole filling
= Rs 130 crore for the ”";;"'“ their t m Rs100 crore allocated . zaMP:dvenlsemem Policy ~ mRs25 I\akh for footpath mainte-
three road = dry waste through recycling.  to enhance Bengaluru's at- rough BBMP. nance!
siretches Kanakapura Main ﬁ“”’"“" S o e Tl i Rules, 2024 ' Rs 5 akh for maintenance of
Main one year asa
pilot project. 250 households electric = BBMP Estates or commercial Monsoon Control Room.
:l'ﬁg‘. Hennur to Baealur and - iilbe selenedmconvert present roadjunctions, _property lease = Rs 1.25 Crore grantto unuer
o raw waste tysolutions. and parks. a Transfer policy

Source: Deccan Herald, p.ll, March, 1, 2024
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New property tax structure, ad policy
likely to up revenue streams for BBMP

Civic body aims to raise 8,272 cr. through new revenue streams in 2024-25; it will get 34,077 cr. this year via grants from State and Union govts.

K.V. Aditya Bharadwaj
BENGALURU

engaluru’s civic bo-
B dy has reworked its
property tax struc-

ture and is all set to intro-
duce multiple policies to
increase revenue streams
through which it aims to
raise 38,272.74 crore in
2024-25, the highest if this
target is achieved.

This has reduced the
share of grants by the State
and Union governments in
the total civic Budget out-
lay to 32.9%, down from
37% last year. The civic bo-
dy will get ¥4,077.59 crore
this year via grants from
the State and Union
governments.

The focus of the Budget
is on consolidating the re-
venue base, and exploring
new innovative options
like premium FAR to in-
crease revenue streams.

The new guidance va-
lue-based property tax
structure will come into
force on April 1, 2024. The
civic body is hoping to rake
in revenue through the
One Time Settlement (OTS)
under which interest will
be waived off for arrears
that are paid by July 31. The
penalty has also been
halved.

S BUDGET ESTIMATES PRESENTATION

BBMP Commissioner Tushar Giri Nath, Special Commissioner Rakesh Singh, and Special Commissioner
Shivananda H. Kalakeri during the BBMP Budget presentation in Bengaluru on Thursday. SUDHAKARA JAIN

“This will benefit 15 lakh
taxpayers. All  these
amendments are expected
to bring in people who re-
mained outside the tax
net,” said Special Commis-
sioner (Finance) Shivanan-
da H. Kalakeri who pre-
sented the Budget. BBMP
expects to generate 3322
crore from penalties and
interest on property tax ar-
rears this year.

The property tax target
for 2024-25 is 34,470 crore,
26% higher than the re-
vised estimates for 2023-

24, but only marginally
higher than the actual tar-
get set in the previous
Budget.

In 2023-24 Budget, Bru-
hat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP) had set a tar-
get of ¥4,462.5 crore, but is
estimated to achieve only
80% of that despite a spe-
cial drive to collect proper-
ty tax arrears and catch tax
evaders. The target has
now been revised to 33,535
crore.

In 202223 as well,
BBMP had reached only

80% of its targeted proper-
ty tax collection.

The civic body is looking
to diversify its revenue
base and is aiming to gen-
erate 31,500 crore from a
new ad policy and selling
Premium Floor Area Ratio
(FAR) in Bengaluru.

A new BBMP Advertise-
ment Policy through BBMP
Advertisement Rules,
2024, will be promulgated
soon, and is expected to
generate 3500 crore reve-
nue in 2024-25. The policy,
which will be on the lines

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 1, 2024
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Revenue of Revised | Budget
Estimates | Estimates
B B M P (in Xcrore) (2023-24) | (2024-25)
Property tax 3,000 | 3,800
Cess 535 670
Total 3,535 | 4,470
Interest on arrears of property tax 200 | 222
Penalties and fines on property tax 45 100
Total 3,780 | 4,792 /
New advertisement policy - 500 >
Premium FAR - 1,000
of the Advertisement Poli-  purchase of TDR online.

cy of New Delhi Municipal
Corporation that was
upheld by the Supreme
Court, will permit a ration-
al, transparent and regulat-
ed system of commercial
and self-advertisements.
BBMP has announced
that an online portal will
be developed to manage all
advertisement related is-
sues. BBMP aims to mobil-
ise 1,000 crore by selling
Premium FAR across Ben-
galuru. An amendment to
this effect to the Karnataka
Town and Country Plan-
ning Act, 1961 was recently
passed by the State As-
sembly. The civic body has
assured citizens that it will
develop an online ex-
change for Transferable
Development Rights
(TDRs) to facilitate sale and

The civic body also in-
tends to introduce BBMP
Estate Management Rules
2024, to better manage
and monetise its assets.

Khata regularisation
Even as the civic Budget es-
timates revenue from di-
verse new schemes and
policies, a word of caution
is in order, the revised esti-
mates for 2023-24 reveal.
BBMP had estimated a one-
time revenue of 1,100
crore from Khata Regulari-
sation Scheme — conver-
sion of B khata to A khata
after collecting a better-
ment charge and fine — in
2023-24, but the scheme
never took off due to legal
hurdles, punching a big
hole in the Budget esti-
mates.



Infrastructure gets lion’s share in outlay

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The BBMP Budget has pro-
posed to spend a large por-
tion of capital expenditure
on infrastructure develop-
ment, including road in-
frastructure in an aim to
ease traffic congestion in
the city.

For the ambitious tun-
nel road project, the Bud-
get has allocated 3200
crore and a pilot tunnel
will be built in two high-
traffic density areas. Ho-
wever, places have not
been identified yet.

The BBMP has proposed
to widen the connec-
ting road from Kanakapura
Main Road to Bannerghatta
Main Road and the road
from Hennur to Bagaluru
connecting Kempegowda
International Airport. Be-

3200 crore. K. MURALI KUMAR

sides, the BBMP is also de-
veloping Padarayanapura
road in Chamarajpet. For
the same, %130 crore is set
aside in the Budget. The
Budget has also allocated
350 crore towards the sky-
deck project.

The Budget has also pro-
posed to acquire and deve-
lop lands on TDR basis to
build alternate routes to

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 1, 2024
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Kempegowda Internation-
al Airport from Ballari
Road (Sadahalli Gate) via
Begur and another road
from Sathanur Meesagana-
halli. Also, to build a rail-
way overbridge in collabo-
ration with the Railway
Department to connect the
Kengeri Suburb with Mysu-
ru Road, a DPR will be pre-
pared, it said.

Under the Sancharay-
ukta roads project, the
buffer area of rajakaluves
on the outskirts of the city
have been acquired on
TDR basis and it is now
proposed to construct
road lanes for light vehicu-
lar traffic and cycle lanes
on both the sides. A total
distance of 300 km of
roads will be undertaken at
an estimated cost of T600
crore over a period of
three years.

Under the Sugama San-
chara scheme, it is pro-
posed to undertake white-
topping of 145 km of roads
over a period of two years
and 3300 crore has been
set aside for this.

Under the Clean Air
Scheme, %135 crore has
been allocated to build
long pedestrian friendly
walkways of 45 km.



Elections needed
to strengthen
Brand Bengaluru

GUEST COLUMN

Srinivas Alavilli

The Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP) is
a major contributor to Kar-
nataka and India and yet,
it is short-changed when it
comes to funds. Unless a
State Finance Commission
works out a revenue shar-
ing formula, all cities and
villages in Karnataka will
be at the mercy of the State
government for grants in-
stead of a fair share of tax
revenues.

That’s not an excuse for
the BBMP to not streng-
then its own finances, and
this Budget clearly shows
that BBMP is going all out
to make the most of the li-
mited opportunities it has
- premium FAR, advertis-
ing policy, rationalising
property tax are all efforts
to bring in more revenue.

It is a pleasant surprise
to see the intent to decen-
tralise governance at zonal
and ward level. It is impos-
sible to govern a city of 1.4
crore population, larger
than many countries in the
world, in a centralised mo-
del. The continued alloca-
tion of T2 crore to each of
the 225 wards, of which
725 lakh is earmarked for
footpaths, ¥30 lakh for
drains, %15 lakh for poth-
oles is much appreciated.
BBMP has been taking this
progressive measure for
the last three years to de-
volve funds at ward level
so decisions can be made
locally on projects that can
be undertaken in the year.

However, as the ward
committee meetings have
now all but disappeared,
it’s not clear how citizens
can participate. The Bud-
get says Zonal Committees
and Ward Committees will
be empowered to take de-
cisions but without BBMP
elections, these are mea-
ningless. It is imperative
that the State government
holds BBMP elections im-
mediately, so that zonal

committees and ward
committees can come to
life, not to mention, the
Council itself and 225
councillors who can be
held accountable by the
citizens.

Regardless, the outer
wards of BBMP deserve a
lot more than %2 crore as
the infrastructure gaps re-
lative to core city areas are
huge and cannot be
ignored.

The Budget gives a
much needed boost for In-
dira Canteens which we
need a lot more of.

Instead of decentralised
processing of waste within
the city limits, the ap-
proach seems to be about
buying land around Benga-
luru to set up four plants.
The goal should have been
to reduce the distance gar-
bage needs to travel by lo-
calizing the processing
having seen the horrors of
Mandur and Mavallipura.
Brand Bengaluru shines
when everyone segregates
waste at source and ward
level composting and dry
waste processing units get
established. We need to
rethink our approach in
this regard.

The big news is Climate
Action Cell to coordinate
activities under Bengaluru
Climate Action Plan with
Z10 crore funds and va-
rious actions have been
listed. Though this is a
small step it is significant
as we now have a commit-
ment to meet our goals.

Bengaluru City Compre-
hensive Mobility Plan
seems to be yet another
comprehensive mobility
plan; we already have a
Comprehensive Mobility
Plan and it is unclear what
this plan is expected to do
without a Master Plan for
the city. BBMP has a limit-
ed role in planning mobili-
ty of the city and the right
organization for any mo-
bility plan is Bengaluru
Metropolitan Land Tran-
sport Authority.

(The author is a civic ac-
tivist)

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 1, 2024
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X100 crore set aside to buy land
for waste processing units

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Budget, with empha-
sis on Solid Waste Manage-
ment, has set aside 100
crore to purchase four par-
cels of land measuring 50
to 100 acres to set up Inte-
grated Waste Processing
Centres (IWPC).

With setting up of
IWPCs, the BBMP aims to
process waste on the out-
skirts of Bengaluru to keep
the foul smell away from
the city.

The Budget said to
make Bengaluru a clean ci-
ty, Integrated Solid Waste
Management Comprehen-
sive Action Plan will focus
on collection, transporta-
tion and processing to be

handled by a single
agency.
For BSWML

In the Budget, the BBMP
has proposed to allocate
Z1,000 crore for Bengalu-
ru Solid Waste Manage-
ment Ltd. (BSWML) for
collection, segregation of
waste, development of
landfilling sites and main-
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The BBMP aims to process waste on the outskirts of Bengaluru to

keep the foul smell away from the city. BHAGYA PRAKASH K.

tenance of solid waste
treatment.

The BBMP will select
250 households to convert
raw waste into compost at
their own houses. A com-
prehensive solid waste
management system will
be implemented at Rama-
nashree Layout in Begur
for a period of one year as
a pilot project.

Filling up posts
Action will be taken to fill
up 3,673 posts of poura-

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 1, 2024
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karmikas through direct
recruitment and 11,307
posts of supernumerary
pourakarmikas.

The Budget has set
aside 135 crore for the
pension scheme under
which retired civic work-
ers under direct payment
will receive pension from
this year. The BBMP has al-
so proposed to provide %5
lakh subsidy to the poura-
karmikas under the hous-
ing scheme for construc-
tion of homes.



50 new Indira Canteens,
old age homes, and night
shelter for transgenders

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Indira Canteens that had
lost its sheen over the last
few years are all set to
make a comeback. Shortly
after the civic body called
for tenders worth 150
crore to revamp Indira
Canteens with a new me-
nu, the Budget presented
on Thursday announced
that 50 new Indira Can-
teens will be built at a cost
of ¥70 crore, including at
Kempegowda Internation-
al Airport (KIA) and BBMP
head office.

The civic Budget pro-
poses to build one ‘Shrava-
na Vasathi Old Age Home’
and a “Savitri Vasathi Hos-
tel’ named after Savitribai
Phule for working women
in every zone. Eight old age
homes and eight working
women hostels will come
up. The Budget also pro-
poses to build a night shel-
ter dedicated to transgen-
ders and revamp 48
existing night shelters in
the city. The Budget also al-

locates %10 crore to fund
50% of the project cost or
up to 1.5 lakh to transgen-
ders and other economi-
cally backward classes to
start small enterprises.

Last year, the civic body
announced that they will
build 100 SHE toilets in pu-
blic private partnership.
However, private players
did not come forward over
viability issues due to ban
on hoardings over these
toilets.

This has prompted the
civic body to build 50 SHE
toilets from its own re-

sources this year.
The BBMP has also pro-
posed to build “Pink

Rooms” to make sanitary
napkins and restrooms
available for women dur-
ing menstruation at bus
stations, malls, and toilets.

For the first time, BBMP
has launched a new wel-
fare scheme to distribute e-
scooters to working wo-
men and pourakarmikas
and has earmarked <12
crore in the Budget for the
purpose.

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 1, 2024
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Bengaluru: In what appears
to be an affirmation of the
govt’s stand on devolution of
taxes by the Centre, the fifth
State Finance Commission,
in a report presented in the
legislative assembly on Fri-
day, said Karnataka re-

1 ceived Rs 25,435

&% crore less than

E what was recom-
mended by the
|N TH é4th f‘iqance
ommission.

HOU 3 In its report
for 2024-25, the

commission said Karnataka
suffered a significant reduc-
tion in its share of central
taxes and duties, plummet-
ing from 4.7% to 3.6% due to
a decision of the 15th Fi-

nance Commission. It says
Karnataka faces further dep-

ECONOMY

RAW DEAL? K'taka Received 325K Cr Less Under 15th Finance Commission: Report | L

State finance panel report affirms

Murhu P

o8,
ST e
(] Pog Hmp

ON THE STREETS: BJP workers, in Bengaluru on Friday, held a protest
to condemn CM Siddaramaiah for his stand on devolution of taxes

rivation of approximately Rs
16,000 crore until the conclu-
sion of 2025-26.

The commission empha-
sised the importance of equi-
table distribution of finances

to states in the spirit of coop-
erative federalism, stating
that it should be “just, fair,
and appropriate”.

It criticised the 14th and
15th Finance Commissions

Source: The Times of India, p.6, Feb. 24, 2024
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for basing devolution solely
on population (90%) and geo-
graphical area (10%), while
neglecting other crucial in-
dicators considered by previ-
ous commissions.

It said this approach fa-
voured states with larger
populations and geographi-
cal areas, disadvantaging
those who have managed
population growth and
achieved higher human de-
velopment indices.

The panel, established in
Nov 2023, also recommended
the Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP)
adopt updated guidelines for
value-based assessment of
property tax to bolster its
revenue. This suggestion fol-
lows a marginal rise in
BBMP’s own source revenue
and a notable decline in non-
tax revenue over the past six

e’ to Karnataka

years, dropping to Rs 1,161
crore from Rs 1,307 crore.

The panel proposed the
expansion of grama thana
areas in villages and regu-
larisation of house construc-
tion and other development
activities within those areas
to generate additional reve-
nue for gram panchayats. It
noted that residential areas in
villages have expanded be-
yond the original grama tha-
na boundaries established
years ago, necessitating the
provision of basic civicamen-
ities by gram panchayats
without corresponding reve-
nue collection. This expan-
sion, the report asserts, would
address these challenges.

To address efficient gov-
ernance, the report also rec-
ommended that the govt expe-
dite filling all vacant posts in
urban and rural local bodies.



After a 11-year gap, Centre
discloses key consumption
expenditure survey data

Vikas Dhoot . ¥ i
NEW DELHI Food spending

Share of cereals and food in average monthly
per capita consumption expenditure
decreased in both rural and urban areas

For the first time in about
11 years, the government
on Saturday released the

broad findings of the All In- URBAN

dia Household Consump- ECELETCY B % shareof % share of
tion Expenditure Survey cereals food cereals food
carried out between Au- 199900 | 2223 59.4 12.39 48.06
g“f’lt‘ 13032 ;nd ‘Jlllllyliozgic 200405 | 1745 5311 | 963 4051

e data wi a ke

. WU play a key 2009-10 13.77 56.98 8.16 4439
role in reviewing critical |
economic indicators, in- 2011-12 10.75 52.9 6.66 4262

tic Product (GDP), poverty
levels, and the Consumer
Price Inflation (CPI).

The Household Con-
sumption Expenditure Sur-
vey (HCES) is conducted by
the National Statistical Of-
fice (NSO) every five years.
However, findings of the
last survey, conducted in
2017-18 soon after the de-

Continued...

monetisation of high-value
currency notes and the im-
plementation of the Goods
and Services Tax (GST),
were never released after
the government cited “data
quality™ issues.

As per the survey, the
average monthly per capi-
ta consumption expendi-

24

ture (MPCE) in Indian hou-
seholds rose by 33.5%
since 2011-12 in urban hou-
seholds to ¥3,510, with ru-
ral India’s MPCE seeing a
40.42% increase over the
same period to hit 32,008.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8



Centre discloses key
consumption survey data

Importantly, the numbers show that the propor-
tion of spending on food has dropped to 46.4% for
rural households from 52.9% in 2011-12, while
their urban peers spent just 39.2% of their overall
monthly outgoes on food compared with 42.6%
incurred 11 years earlier. This reduction could
translate into a lower weightage for food prices in
the country’s retail inflation calculations.

The MPCE numbers do not take into account
the imputed values of items received free of cost
by individuals through various social welfare pro-
grammes such as the PM Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana
(PMGKAY) or State-run schemes, which were cal-
culated separately, while including a few non-food
items received through such schemes, including
computers, mobile phones, bicycles, and clothes.

The average MPCE, at 2011-12 prices, was a tad
higher when these items were included while ex-
cluding free education and healthcare sops — at
32,054 for rural households, and 33,544 for urban
homes.

The Statistics and Programme Implementation
Ministry released a factsheet on the summary of
the Survey findings and said a detailed report on
the survey will be brought out subsequently. The
estimates of the MPCE are based on data collected
from 2,61,746 households, of which 1,55,014 were
in rural areas, spread over all States and Union
Territories, the Ministry said.

Source: The Hindu, p. 1& 8, Feb. 25, 2024
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Poverty levels below 5%,
claims NITI Aayog chief

CEO of Centre’s think tank extrapolates Household Consumption Expenditure Survey findings to

argue that growth is inclusive and broad-based, while urban-rural inequality in India is shrinking

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

ess than 5% of In-
Ldians are now ex-
pected to be below

the poverty line, and ex-
treme destitution has al-
most gone away, a top go-
vernment official asserted
on Sunday, citing the find-
ings of the Household Con-
sumption Expenditure Sur-
vey (HCES) for 2022-23.
Retail inflation has also
likely been overstated in
recent years, he added.
Dismissing the narrative
that rural economy is weak
and India’s growth story is
“restricted to a few peo-
ple”, BN.R. Subrahma-
nyam, chief executive offic-
er of the Centre’s think
tank NITI Aayog, averred
that growth is “broad-
based” with rural Indians’
incomes and spends rising

Continued...

Expert view

Niti Aayog CEO presents his take on consumption trends

= [nequality between
rural and urban

India declining; Gini
coefficient will drop too

= Rural economy is not
weak; growth

is broad-

based, not

'

faster than their urban
peers.

The wurban-rural con-
sumption divide has nar-
rowed to 71% in 2022-23
from a peak of 91% in
2004-05, so inequality is
declining, the official said,
even as rural households’
spending on food has
dropped below 50% of to-
tal expenditure for the first
time.

limited to 5] /
afew' o B.V.R. Subrahmanyam [ S
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m Share of food spending
down sharply; retail
inflation may be overstated

1T = Suggests lower
. weightage for food in the
Consumer Price Index

= Expects an impact
on GDP growth
calculations for
the economy

Lower spends on pulses
and cereals - which
dropped below 5% of per
capita consumer expendi-
ture as per the latest sur-
vey — and higher expendi-
tures on conveyances,
consumer durables, and
consumer services indicate
that people are earning
more and need to spend a
lesser share of their in-
come on food, Mr. Subrah-

manyam argued.

“It’s not that consump-
tion levels of food are going
down in absolute terms,
but the relative spending
on food is declining, while
consumption of products
like TV sets, fridges, mo-
bile phones, and cars have
increased. This not only
means there is a change in
incomes for the better, but
also a change in lifestyles,”
he said.

“Within food, we see the
consumption of beverages,
processed food, milk, and
fruits is going up, an indi-
cation of more diverse and
balanced food consump-
tion,” he added.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 12

LEG-UP FOR GROWTH
» PAGE 12

SPENDING PATTERNS
» DATA POINT



Poverty levels below 5%,
claims NITI Aayog CEO

Mr. Subrahmanyam noted that this was the first
official data since 2011-12 and was much-awaited
as there were inconsistencies in the 2017-18 survey
data, which was “just preceded by
demonetisation”.

Citing the Monthly Per Capita Expenditure
(MPCE) averages across fractile classes in 2022-23,
Mr. Subrahmanyam noted that 1,373 was the av-
erage consumption level for the bottom 5% of ru-
ral households, while it was %1,782 for the next 5%
of households.

“Poverty lines and estimates are derived from
this. We have had four, five different informal esti-
mates for poverty in the absence of the 2017-18
survey findings. If we go by ¥32 a day, which was
the last accepted poverty line as of 2011-12, and
factor in inflation trends since then to double that
level to about 60 a day, then you will see that po-
verty is less than 10%, as 1,782 is the average
spending by those in the bottom 5% to 10% fractile
class in rural India,” he said.

“I am convinced poverty in India is certainly in
the low single digits, and below 5% is what this da-
ta shows, if you add the imputed value of food
transfers and subsidies received by households
under schemes like the PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yo-
jana or subsidised gas cylinders,” Mr. Subrahma-
nyam underlined.

Moreover, benefits like healthcare under the
Ayushman Bharat scheme, and free education
have not been factored into the consumption ex-
penditure survey. “In a way, destitution and de-
privation have almost gone,” he said. As per the
NITI Aayog’s multi-dimensional poverty index,
11% of the population was below poverty line last
year. “The big picture is, there is a sharp rise in ur-
ban and rural consumption by over 2.5 times from
2011-12 levels in current prices, and the big story is
that India’s growth is not restricted to a few, but is
very broad-based,” Mr. Subrahmanyam said.

Source: The Hindu, p. 1 & 12, Feb. 26, 2024
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Spending on processed food and commute to work surges

The share of monthly expenses on home-cooked food has come down, while spending on durables has risen

| DATA POINT

Rebecca Rose Varghese
& Vignesh Radhakrishnan

he household consump-
T tion expenditure survey

202223 has confirmed the
various changes in food consump-
tion patterns that India has been
witnessing over the past two de-
cades. Indians have been spending
more on processed food (includ-
ing cooked meals purchased out-
side), beverages, and refreshments
by reducing money spent on
home-cooked food, which is pre-
pared using cereals, pulses, and
vegetables. While there are subtle
variations in rural and urban
areas, the pattern in general is va-
lid across both regions.

Table 1 shows the share of
monthly per capita consumption
expenditure (MPCE) in urban and
rural areas across various periods.
In urban areas, in 1999-2000, ce-
reals formed over 12% of expenses,
followed by vegetables (5%), and
grams and pulses (3%). Only 6.4%
was spent on processed food. As of
202223, cereals formed only 4.5%
of expenses, followed by vegeta-
bles (3.8%), and grams and pulses
(1.4%). In contrast, 10.5% was
spent on processed food. The
trend in rural areas was even shar-
per, with the share spent on ce-
reals reducing sharply from more
than 22% to 7% and the share of
processed food more than dou-
bling from 4.2% to 9.4%.

Interestingly, the amount spent
on fruits has risen significantly.
There has also been a considerable
increase in spending on egg, fish,
and meat. So, while Indians have
diversified from cereals and pulses
by spending more on nutritious
options such as fruits and meat,
that share pales in comparison to
the amount spent on processed
food. Notably, the share of milk,
edible oil, and spices in total ex-
penses has remained almost the
same over the years. These trends
are true for rural and urban areas.

These trends pertain only to the
amount spent on food in total hou-
sehold expenses. It is important to
note that the amount spent on
food itself has been reducing over
the years, which means that mo-
ney is being spent on other pur-
chases/activities. The 2022-23 data
too confirm this trend. Both in ru-
ral and urban areas, the share of
food in total expenses reduced
and in non-food expenses in-
creased in 2022-23 compared with
2011-12 (Chart 2).

The second part of Table 1
shows trends pertaining to the
amount spent on items other than
food as a share of the total expens-
es. The amount spent on con-
veyance, especially work-related,
shot up in 2022-23 in rural and ur-
ban areas. This is due to the inces-
sant increase in the price of petrol
and diesel in recent years. It is im-
portant to note that the ‘fuel and
light” component of the expenses
have decreased because they do
not include petrol and diesel used
for conveyance. This component
is majorly a measure of electricity,
LPG and kerosene charges.

The share spent on consumer
services other than conveyance,
such as househelps, tailors, laun-
dry, telecom, and Internet have al-
so gone up, whereas the share
spent on clothing, bedding, and
footwear have decreased. Notably,
the share spent on durable goods
such as televisions, handbags,
utensils, washing machines, refrig-
erators, laptops, cars, scooters,
and mobile phones, which had
been gradually increasing, record-
ed sharp increases in 202223. The
amount spent on sin goods have al-
so increased, possibly due to high-
er taxes. These trends are true for
rural and urban areas. However,
while urban Indians continued to
spend a significant amount on
rent, rural Indians spent an insig-
nificant share on that.

The MPCE of urban Indians
continued to be much higher than
their rural counterparts, but the
difference reduced in 2022-23
compared to 2011-12 (Chart 3).

Spending patterns

Data for the charts are sourced from the Household Consumption Expenditure Survey 2022-23 and 2011-12

Table 1: Share of Monthly Per Capita Consumpi

&

enditure (MPCE) in urban and rural a

a2

reas. Figures in %

tion Exp
& Urban areas 3 < Rural areas

Item 1999-00 | 2004-05  2009-10 2011-12 2022-23 1999-00| 2004-05 | 2009-10 | 2011-12  2022-23
Cereal & substitutes 124 9.6 82 6.7 4.5 138 108 ‘ 6.9
Grams, pulses & products 3.0 2.1 25 2.0 14 39 3.1 33 2.9 ‘ 20
Sugar &salt 18 1.6 15 12 0.6 26 2.5 23 1.8 0.9
Milk & products 87 75 6.9 7.0 72 8.8 | 82 76 8.0 81

5.1 4.2 5.7 46 3.8 6.2 | b 8.3 6.6 53
Fruits (fresh & dry) 2.4 2.1 32 34 38 17 18 2.4 2.8 36
Egg, fish & meat 3.1 2.6 3.6 37 35| 3.3 32 4.7 4.8 4.8
Edible oil & spices. 5.2 4.8 4.9 521 4.5 6.5 6.7 7.1 7.2 6.4
Beverages, processed food 6.4 5.9 8.0 9.0 10.5 4.2 4.4 14 79 9.4
Pan, tobacco & intoxicants i i 15 16 24 2.9 2.6 3.0 32 3.7
Fuel and light 8 9 8
Toiletries & household items 53 47 B 39 49 47 4.8 40 4.0 50
Education 4.3 8 57 19 3.1 3.6 B 3.2
Medical {out/in patient) 51 52 5.0 55 59 54 0
Conveyance 55 5.6 8 2.9 36 35 4.2
Services excluding conveyance [ 4.7 56 3.0 37 4.2 4.0 5.0
Rent
Entertainment
Other taxes & cesses
Clothing, bedding & footwear

Durable goods

Chart2:

Food and non-
food’s share in
total expenses
in2022-23 and
2011-12 across
rural and
urban areas

M Food
M non-food

2011-12

Source: The Hindu, p. 11, Feb. 26, 2024
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Chart 3:
MPCE of
urban and
rural Indians
in2022-23
and 2011-12
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Once the leader, Karnataka slips
in renewable energy production

Govt plans slew of projects
on PPP model for the sector

v

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

arnataka, which in 2021,

K had the highest installed

apacity for renewable

energy production in the coun-

try, has fallen behind in the last
twoyears.

Renewable energy-rich
states such as Rajasthan, Gu-
jarat and Tamil Nadu, in the
last two years, have surpassed
Karnataka by increasing their
installed capacity by at least
9,000 MW, while Karnataka
has been able to add up only
3,000 MW of capacity. Karna-
taka now stands in the fourth
place with respect to installed
capacity.

The new Renewable Energy
(RE) projects taken up in the
government sector have come
down drastically over the last
few years. According to data
by the Karnataka Renewable
Energy Development Limit-

ed (KREDL), the number of
RE projects commissioned in
the state has declined over the
years.

Data showed that RE proj-
ects of capacity 1,317.36 MW
were commissioned in 2019-
20 and this dropped to 236.83
MW in 2020-21. Though there
has been a nominal increase in
thenew projectscommissioned
after 2020-21, it has remained
close to 500 MW.

The officials opined that
this was because the state had
already mettheRenewable Pur-
chase Obligation (RPO).

“We improved our capacity
drastically in 2019-20 to meet
the Renewable Purchase Ob-
ligation (RPO). As a result, we
turned power surplusand later,
the projects may have slowed
down,” said K P Rudrappaiah,
Managing Director of KREDL.

Yet another official from the
KREDL said that the projects
needtobe planned considering

Renewable energy in Karnataka

m
INSTALLED CAPACITY ASON a
State v v v 2
Dec 2023 Dec 2022 Dec 2021 ;
Rajasthan 25,711.05 | 23,113.43 16,485.90 §
Gujarat 25,107.01 19,339.48 16,219.36
Tamil Nadu | 23,624.47 | 19,768.64 18,048.42
Maharashtra | 17,710.73 | 15,009.86 13,898.03
Karnataka 22,766.28 19,969.69 19,418.80
RE proje 0 onedpn RED
rojects
issioned
,317.36
<. 2020-21 236.83
2021-22 383.08
2022-23 584.62
2023-24 421.95
(upto Jan31, 2024)
N y
the demand. cially industries, are ready to

“Once the RPO is reached,
ESCOMs will not purchase
more. We have to consider
this as well,” the official said.
On the other hand, the private
installations also seem to have
remained low, compared to
other states and this calls for
a push, the industry experts
said. “The consumers, espe-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Feb, 26, 2024
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move towards open access
solar projects and captive gen-
eration. However, the policies
and theimplementationshould
be supportive. Now, the open
access consumers have to pay
up additional cross subsidy
charges, wheeling, and trans-
mission charges which run
high. Implementation is not

Dept chalks out
plan for future

Following theincreasing
demand in the state, the
departmentis chalking
outarobust plan for
improving RE produc-
tionin the state. Though
therecent state budget
did not allocate much
funds for RE projects,
the state government has
announced a number of
projects on a Public Pri-
vate Partnership (PPP)
model, giving abig push
for the sector.

“The demand has
increased and the
government hasalso ac-
knowledged this. We are
now chalking outa robust
plan for the future,” KP
Rudrappaiah said.

holisticand theauthoritieshave
failed to see the bigger picture.
This has created hurdles in the
path of smooth transition to
RE,” said M G Prabhakar, Ad-
visor for the Energy Commit-
tee, Federation of Karnataka
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FKCCI).



Karnataka’s four RTCs
shell out 20.55 crore
monthly in toll payments

Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy said in the Legislative Assembly that the National Highways

Authority of India declined a government request to grant concession on toll payments

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
BENGALURU

he four road tran-
T sport corporations
(RTCs) have made

toll payments of 320.55
crore on an average every
month, according to data
from the  Transport
Department.

Transport Minister Ra-
malinga Reddy said in the
Legislative Assembly re-
cently that the government
requested the National
Highways Authority of In-
dia (NHAI) to grant a con-
cession on the toll pay-
ments, but NHAI declined
the request.

Mr. Reddy said: “Earlier,
the Karnataka State Road
Transport  Corporation
(KSRTC) had requested the
NHAI for toll concessions
for corporation buses, gi-
ven its status as a State-run
public service company.
However, the NHAI res-
ponded, stating that no
such concession would be
granted to KSRTC buses.”

In addition to this, the
corporations have submit-
ted a proposal to the State
Public Works Department
requesting an exemption
of toll charges for buses op-
erated by the four corpora-
tions on State highways.
The Minister mentioned

Average monthly toll expenditure

incurred by RTCs

Karnataka Bengaluru Metropolitan
State Transport Corporation:
Road 1.3 crore

Transport

Corporation:
%10.13 crore

North West Karnataka
State Road Transport
Corporation: ¥4.54 crore

Kalyana Karnataka Road Total toll payment:
Transport Corporation: ¥4.58 crore ESININa o0

that as of now, they are yet
to receive a response to the
proposal.

The Bengaluru Metro-
politan Transport Corpora-
tion (BMTC) has separately
urged the NHAI to grant

Source: The Hindu, p. 3, Feb. 26, 2024
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Source: Transport Department

concessions for its buses.
This request stems from
the fact that a significant
number of BMTC buses
utilise NHAI highways to
travel from the city to-
wards areas and villages

near the Mysuru and the
Tumakuru highways, for
instance, towards Bidadi
and other nearby areas.
Mr. Reddy said that the
NHAI has not responded to
this specific request so far.

Mr. Reddy stated that
last November 22, the
BMTC submitted a request
to Nandi Infrastructure
Corridor Enterprise Ltd.
(NICE) Road seeking toll
charge concessions.

The BMTC runs buses
from Madavara near BIEC
on Tumakuru Road to
Electronics City via NICE
Road. Approximately 40%
of the 60 ticket price paid
by passengers is allocated
towards toll charges.

An official from the
BMTC said that in line with
the current policy, the toll
expenses are being directly
passed on to the commu-
ters.

Despite the travel cost
being I35 for a 44-kilo-
metre journey, the BMTC is
imposing an extra 325 to
offset the toll charges.

According to data from
the Transport Depart-
ment, the KSRTC averages
a monthly toll payment of
10.13 crore, the BMTC 1.3
crore, the NWKRTC 4.54
crore, and the KKRTC’s toll
payment amounts to ¥4.58
crore.



Self-sustained 300-kW
capacity green hydrogen
plant in the works

Project to be taken up on a pilot basis at a cost of 10 crore with funds from Union Ministry of

New and Renewable Energy; State government is also drafting a dedicated green hydrogen policy

Jahnavi T.R.
BENGALURU

ith growing in-
wterest g
industries in

green hydrogen as an ener-
gy source, Karnataka Re-
newable Energy Develop-
ment Ltd. (KREDL) has
decided to set up a 300-kW
self-sustained green hydro-
gen plant in the State. The
plant is expected to bring
in more investments in the
sector and was announced
during this year’s Budget.
The project will be ta-
ken up on a pilot basis at a
cost of 10 crore using
funds from the Union Mi-
nistry of New and Renewa-
ble Energy (MNRE).
KREDL is looking at Pa-
vagada and Kalaburagi as
potential sites for the pro-
ject, as along with water, a
treatment plant for water,
an electrolyser machine,
and a tanker, the plant will
also need a source of green
energy, like solar or wind,
a KREDL official said.
“Green hydrogen can
avert carbon dioxide emis-
sions and as a nodal agen-
cy for it, we have to show-
case those  Dbenefits.
Initially, we will tie up with
customers who want to
purchase green hydrogen
like multinational compa-
nies based in Bengaluru,”
K.P. Rudrappaiah, Manag-

Source: The Hindu, p. 4, Feb. 26, 2024
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Afile photo of the Pavagada solar park in Tumakuru. Karnataka Renewable Energy Development Ltd. is
looking at Pavagada and Kalaburagi as potential sites for the project as the green hydrogen plant will
also need a source of green energy, like solar or wind.

ing Director, KREDL, told
The Hindu. The project is
expected to be commis-
sioned in six months as
currently the process for
preparation of a detailed
project report (DPR) and
acquiring board approval
is in progress.

Demand

When asked about the de-
mand for green hydrogen
in Karnataka, Mr. Rudrap-
paiah said that the primary
consumers are mostly in-
dustries as of now.

“For now, our primary
consumers are petrochem-
ical refineries, fertilizer
manufacturers, steel ma-
nufacturers, and such in-
dustries. Then there are al-
SO segments like
transportation which are

evolving for the usage of
green hydrogen,” he said.

However, affordability
seems to be the concern
when it comes to green hy-
drogen. “Companies
which are trying to put up
green hydrogen plants are
more focussed on export-
ing energy especially to Eu-
ropean countries owing to
the affordability factor.
Even here, the costs will
eventually come down,”
Mr. Rudrappaiah said.

Green hydrogen policy

The Karnataka govern-
ment is also drafting a ded-
icated green hydrogen pol-
icy, as announced by the
Chief Minister in the Bud-
get. Sources said that five
companies have already
signed Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) for
the policy. Earlier in the
month, Energy Minister
K.J. George and M.B. Patil,
Minister for Large and Me-
dium Industries, chaired a
meeting to discuss the pol-
icy.

Facilitation of the deve-
lopment of green hydro-
gen capacity of at least 2.5
million tonnes per annum;
attracting  investments
qualified under strategic
interventions for green hy-
drogen transition; foster-
ing demand for the energy
resource and its derivatives
through fiscal incentives,
and generation of employ-
ment through skilling pro-
grammes and strategic tie-
ups with stakeholders
were discussed as the key
objectives of the policy.



Toward anew paradigm
of fiscal federalism

Set ‘floor’ and ‘ceiling’
levels for devolution to
‘rich’ and ‘poor’ states,
reform GST, and do away
with the cess-surcharge
route torevenues

GURUCHARAN GOLLERKERI

he resolution passed by the Kar-
I nataka Assembly on the unfair
tax devolution treatment to the
state by the Union government is not
without significance. It echoes the
sentiments of other similarly placed
southern states. It draws attention to
the asymmetry in tax devolution and
the principles determining the states’
share of taxes. The concerns of the
South have been summarily dismissed
by the Union government, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi alluding to
attempts by some parties to divide the
country.Such aresponseis naiveatbest
and myopic at worst.

India is on a growth trajectory now,
notunlikethe miracleeconomies--the
‘Asian Tigers’ -- in previous decades.
This growth hasbeendriven byscience
and technology, demographic transi-
tion, and the accumulation of human
and physical capital built up over dec-
ades. But above all, we must credit our
democracy,and withinitfederalism, for
thisremarkable progress. The states of
India have contributed in substantial
measure to the India development sto-
ry, as much as the Union government
has. Therefore, while acknowledging
regional disparities in the country, in
ourquesttostrengthenthe weakstates,
we must not weaken the strong states.
Simply put, don’t kill the geese that lay
golden eggs.

Fiscal federalism constitutes one of
the mostimportant bridges for the allo-
cationof rightsand dutiesrelated totax-
ationandexpenditureandhelpsaddress
vertical and horizontal imbalance. Ver-
tical imbalance reflects the fiscal asym-
metry in the powers of taxation vested
with the Union and thestatesinrelation
to their expenditure responsibilities as
mandated by the Constitution. The Un-
ion governmenthasa far wider domain
to raise taxes: income taxes - personal
and corporate, taxing consumption of
goods and services (CGST), taxing for-
eigntransactions(exports/imports),and
capturing natural resourcesrents, such
asontelecomspectrumauction. In con-
trast, post-GST, the state governments
may only tax the consumption of goods
and services (SGST).

Consequently, the Union govern-
mentmobilises about 60% of the taxes

while its expenditure to discharge its
constitutionally mandated responsibil-
ities, such as defence, external affairs,
etc., is estimated at about 40% of the
total public expenditure.
ThestatesinIndiaarethetheatresof
development action, with responsibil-
ities foragriculture, education, health,
women and child development, rural
development, and social protection
and welfare. This casts considerable
fiscal demands on the states. Hori-
zontal imbalance arises because of
the vast regional imbalances in terms
of incomes, infrastructure, and social
capital endowment. This is exacerbat-
ed by the differences in the levels of ef-
fective governance. Therefore, India’s

fiscal transfer principles adopted by
successive Finance Commissions --
giving priority to equity over efficiency
isinarguably progressive; and by using
population and income distance as the
criteria, they advance the dictum ‘from
eachaccording toitsability, toeach ac-
cordingtoitsneed’.

But within the broad equity princi-
ple, efficiencyand performance param-
eters plummet solowin the devolution
formula that two regressive facets
emerge thatshould notbelostsight of:

First, when the equity principle is
applied in the aggregate, it often miss-
es ground truths that are iniquitous.
But let me first get the untenable ar-
gument out of the way: The argument
that Karnataka, for instance, gets back
only 46 paise for every rupee it con-
tributes while Uttar Pradesh gets Rs
1.79 against each rupee it contributes
is specious simply because in per cap-
ita terms, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar get
much less than Karnataka or Kerala.
However, it is worth noting that there
are regions within states such as Uttar
Pradesh which are richer compared to
somesub-regionsinthe South. Paschim
Pradesh or even Awadh Pradesh, forin-
stance, isricherin per capita consump-

tion terms (an indicator for income)
than the Kalyana Karnatakaregion.

Second, as in the case of the Union,
the states too have development ex-
penditure responsibilities that require
acertainminimum fiscal resourcevalue
regardless of the population, and that
should not be predicated on per capita
calculations. Inaddition to the demand
for welfare spending, the fiscal needs
of the southern states have been rising
rapidly owing to the ageing popula-
tion, considerable in-migration from
the poorer states and regions of the
country, and increasing pace of urban-
isation. Just as the Union places a 40%
pre-emptive weight toitscommitments,
itistimethatfloor-level devolutionisde-
fined for every so-called rich state also,
guaranteeinga minimum share of, say,
40% against the contribution it makes.
This can be the premium on efficiency.
And per contra, a ceiling is defined for
every so-called poor state of, say, 150%
against the contribution it makes. This
canserve the equity principle.

Third, the introduction of the GST
was a ‘grand bargain’. However, the
current GST regime is a weak pillar
of fiscal federalism and needs reform.
The move from the principle of origin
of goods and services to the principle
of destination has reconfigured the
balance of power amongst states. Yet,
the federal fiscal transfer system con-
tinues to be designed for, and is based
on, the principles of jurisdictional sep-
aration that is germane to the era of
origin-based taxation.

This dichotomy between the opera-
tional tax regime and the principles of
tax sharing is inimical to fiscal federal-
ism. It is time to rethink the architec-
ture and the operational principles of
the GST. The GST must have compre-
hensive coverage, and one single rate
for both goods and services. Adopting
asinglerate of, say, 12%, equally shared
as CGST and SGST, will also be in line
with best international practice. This
will improve compliance, remove dis-
tortions, and promote growth.

Finally, there has been a 133% rise
in collection of major cesses and sur-
charges levied by the Union govern-
ment on various products during the
five-year period between 2017-18 and
2022-23. Surcharge ontaxesand duties
and cessesaccount forabout 25% of the
total taxesbut are excluded frombeing
distributed to the states. Thistendency
to grow the cess-surcharge route runs
counter to fiscal federalism.

There is much for the Union and the
states to think about; perhaps a new
paradigm for fiscal federalismin India.

(Thewriter is Director, School of
Social Sciences, M S Ramaiah
University of Applied Sciences)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.8, Feb, 28, 2024
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Central govt committed to
investing more in K’taka: FM

ARUP ROYCHOUDHURY
BENGALURU, DHNS

inance Minister Nirmala
FSitharaman, on Wednes-
day, said that Karnataka
had exceededitstargets forthe
financial yearin termsofdirect
tax collections, and added that
the central governmentis com-
mitted toinvesting in the state.
“Money doesn’t just go away
from Karnataka. It comes
back as well. It comes back
for roads, it comes back for
connectivity, it comes back for
metro, it comes back for rail, it
comes back for the suburban
railway system, It comes back
for Mangaluru port, it comes
back for the ‘Kalyana’ Karna-
taka (region)and soon,” Sitha-
raman said, emphasising on
the investments made by the
Centre. She was speaking at
the foundation laying ceremo-
ny ofanewapartmentcomplex
for tax department officials in
the city.
Sitharaman’s comments
come at a time of tussle be-

FM Nirala Sitharaman
ataneventin Bengaluru,
Wednesday. PHOTO: PTI

tween Karnataka and central
government over devolution
of funds. The Siddaramaiah
government has alleged that
Karnataka haslost Rs1.87 lakh
crore under the 15th Finance
Commission due to the union
government’s policies. The
state government has claimed
that that it receives only Rs 12
for every Rs 100 that goes into
the central tax kitty.

“I want to highlight the fact
that Department of Revenue’s
entire national faceless scheme

Source: Deccan Herald, p.13, Feb, 29, 2024
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runs from Bengaluru and you
can imagine therefore, the
scale of investment which
would have happened for that,”
the finance minister, who is a
Rajya Sabha member from
Karnataka, said.

Inaninterview with DH ear-
lier this month, Sitharaman
had accused the state govern-
ment of creating an environ-
ment of suspicion in people’s
minds over the devolution
issue.

“Are you serving your state
or not with this petty politics?
Such things will affect the im-
age of Karnataka as a forward
looking, very well-governed
state. You want the state to be
perceived asa forward looking
orthatwhichisonlygoingtobe
bickeringabout things,” Sitha-
raman had said about the Sid-
daramaiah government.

She had also said that the
Centre has the right to levy
cesses and surcharges, the
proceeds of which are being
used in projects in all states,
including Karnataka.



Power tariftf down for first time in 15 years

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections, the Karnataka
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (KERC) made
an early tariff revision an-
nouncement for the finan-
cial year 2024-25 on Wed-
nesday. For the first time in
nearly 15 years, there is a
significant reduction in
energy charges of electrici-
ty tariff across different
categories.

This comes after the
KERC approved one of the
steepest hikes in tariff, 70
paise a unit, in the pre-
vious year (FY 2023-24).
The new tariff structure

Changes in power tariff (in paise)
2017- 16 I 43

2018-19 N 3
2019-20 I 33

2020-21 | 40

2022 - 23 I 35

2023-24 | 70

-40 to -125

2024 -25

will come into effect from
April 1.

The commission has an-
nounced a reduction of 110

paise a unit (energy charg-

es) for LT - 1 domestic light-
ing category consumers,
who consume over 100 un-

its of electricity. However,
for consumers of less than
100 units, who are essen-
tially the beneficiaries of
the Gruha Jyothi scheme,
energy charges will go up
by 115 paise a unit. The
KERC has also merged LT -

Power tariff down for
first time in 15 years

“Marginal surplus found for the financial year
2024-25 has been utilised for readjustments of ta-
riff across different tariff categories,” the tariff or-
der said.

To bridge a revenue gap of ¥4,864.34 crore, the
electricity supply companies (Escoms) had re-
quested an average tariff hike of 66 paise for this
year. Further, while Escoms had proposed
169,474.75 crore as the annual revenue require-
ment (ARR), after scrutiny of the applications, the
commission approved an ARR of 364,944.54
crore.

Source: The Hindu, p. 1&6, Feb. 29, 2024
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1 Bhagya Jyothi/Kuteera
Jyothi category and LT 2 (a)
domestic category into LT
- 1 domestic lighting cate-
gory this time. This was
based on the government’s
decision to merge the
categories in the wake of
the introduction of Gruha
Jyothi. For HT commercial
consumers, energy
charges have been reduced
by 125 paise a unit and for
HT industrial, the charges
have been reduced by 50
paise a unit. Demand
charges have been reduced
by %10 per KVA for both ca-
tegories.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 6



Consumer-friendly power tarift
order has something for all

Karnataka Electricity Regulatory Commission’s decision to direct Escoms to set up the required

systems to allow optional prepaid metering from June I has been lauded by consumers

Jahnavi T.R.
BENGALURU

fter writing to the
AState government
about reducing the

burden of cross subsidy
on Commercial and Indus-
trial consumers, the Kar-
nataka Electricity Regula-
tory Commission (KERC)
in the tariff order for Fi-
nancial Year 2024-25 has
reduced the extent of
cross subsidy to these con-
sumers by reducing ener-
gy charges.

The HT - 2 (a) industrial
consumers were Cross
subsidising to the extent of
12.39% as per the previous
year’s tariff order, whe-
reas HT - 2(b) commercial
consumers were Cross
subsidising to the extent of
53.04%. The commission
has now reduced it to
6.08% and 36.28% while
also reducing the energy
charges by 50 paise per
unit and 125 paise per un-
it, respectively.

“It has been a fact that
over the years the indus-
trial and commercial con-
sumers are bearing the
burden of cross subsidies
to meet the subsidised
cost of power to irrigation
pump sets in the State.
This is essentially result-
ing in payment of cross
subsidies to the govern-
ment by these industrial
and commercial consum-
ers,” the tariff order says.

The order also says, “It
has been the commis-
sion’s endeavour to pro-
gressively reduce cross

e

The last time a reduction in electricity tariff was approved by the

KERC was in 2008. FILE PHOTO

Revised tariff structure (in paise)

LT - 1 Domestic

HT - 2a Industrial 740

HT - 2b Commercial | 925

subsidies in terms of the
provisions of the Electrici-
ty Act, 2003 and the Tariff
Policy of 2016, notified by
the Government of India.
In this order also the com-
mission has attempted to
reduce the cross subsidies
payable by industrial and
commercial consumers,
to encourage industry and
trade in the State.”

The last time a reduc-
tion in electricity tariff
was approved by the KERC

Existing tariff
475 (0-100 units),
700 (100 - all units)

Newly approved tariff

was in 2008. Back then, a
50 paise per unit reduc-
tion was announced. Ho-
wever, following protests
by all the electricity sup-
ply companies (escom),
the order had to be with-
drawn.

Hence, this year’s pow-
er tariff order, which has
provided significant relief
to consumers across cate-
gories, has been wel-
comed by all. “The tariff
order issued by KERC

Source: The Hindu, p. 4, Feb. 29, 2024
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marks a significant miles-
tone in fostering industrial
growth and providing sub-
stantial relief to the dis-
tressed industry and trade
sector in Karnataka who
had already gone through
various challenges due to
local and global factors
beyond their control,”
said Ramesh Chandra La-
hoti, president, Federa-
tion of Karnataka Cham-
bers of Commerce and
Industry (FKCCI).

“The reduction in ener-
gy charges, especially for
industrial and commercial
categories, is a welcome
move. FKCCI regards this
decision by KERC positive-
ly, particularly noting the
significance of this action
after a gap of 15 years,” Mr.
Lahoti added.

The commission’s deci-
sion to direct escoms to
set up the required sys-
tems to allow optional pre-
paid metering from June 1
and the continuation of
Special Incentives Scheme
by changing the rate of in-
centive for night con-
sumption from 32 per unit
to 31 per unit has also been
lauded by consumers.

‘Best order’

M.G. Prabhakar, former
member of the advisory
committee, hailed it as
one of the best tariff or-
ders in recent times. “All
categories have gotten a
reduction in per unit
charges. This is a tho-
roughly rationalised, met-
iculously done tariff or-
der,” he said.

Single slab for
energy charges

The KERC removed the
system of slab-wise con-
sumption and introduced
single slab system for all ca-
tegories of consumers in
the new tariff order. In the
wake of this, LT consumers
will now be able to avail
multiple connections on
their premises.

ToD extended

Time of the Day (ToD) tariff
has been extended to
morning peak hours from
6 a.m. to 9 a.m. in addition
to the existing evening
peak hours from 6 p.m. to
10 p.m. This ToD tariff will
also be applicable for the
power supply of HT instal-
lations in all four Road
Transport Corporations for
charging their e-vehicles.

Billing demand

After noticing that while
the overall expected recov-
ery of fixed costs is 71%, the
recovery from HT installa-
tions was only 58% and it
was between 69% to 88%
among LT consumers, to
bring parity of fixed charg-
es recovery, the commis-
sion has decided to in-
crease the billing demand
from the current level of
85% of the Contract De-
mand (CD) to 90% of the
CD. This would result in a
marginal increase in the
fixed charges recovery
from all the HT consumers.



MORE INJUSTICE Karnataka Has Got Fewer NH, Rail

After tax disparity,
CM slams Centre
over infra funds

TiMes NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: Chief minister
Siddaramaiah intensified his
criticism of the central govt
on Thursday, asserting that
Karnataka continues to face
injustice not only in allocation
of taxes and central funds but
also in sanctioning of infra-
structure projects.

During a two-hour re-
sponse to the debate on the
state budget for 2024-25, the
chief minister highlighted
disparities in infrastructure
allocation, revealing Karna-
taka received significantly
fewer national highway and
railway projects compared to
other states under the Naren-
dra Modi govt.

Opposition members from
BJP and JD(S) had walked out
in protest over the pro-Paki-
stan slo-gans sometime dur-
ing the speech.

Siddaramaiah said since
2014, Karnataka has been al-
lotted only 1,861km of nation-
al highways, while Maharash-
tra received 12,210km, Uttar
Pradesh 4,314km, Madhya
Pradesh 3,989km, and Gujarat
3,191km. He said the state got
only 2,234km of new railway
lines in the past decade.

He went on to question the
fairness in allocation of infra-
structure projects, even while
the state’s contributed signifi-
cantly to the Union govt's cof-
fers. “Despite Karnataka be-
ing the high-est contributor to
the GST Kitty, is it not injus-
tice?” he asked. “Are we at
fault if we question this injus-
tice?” The CM also highlight-
ed the decline in funds allo-
cated to Karnataka under
centrally sponsored schemes.

“Under the Pradhan Man-
tri Awaas Yojana (PMAY), the
Centre provides only Rs 1.5

i

-

FIERY MOOD: Chief minister Siddaramaiah delivers his response to the

lakh per house, while the state
contributes Rs 3 to 51akh,” he
said. “Interestingly, the Centre
reclaims Rs 1.4 lakh through
GST. Effectively, it amounts to
only Rs 12,000 per house from
the Centre.”

Similarly, he said, the
state’s contribution surpasses
that of the Centre in various
centrally sponsored schemes,
indicating a significant dis-
parity in funding allocation.

Siddaramaiah accused Un-
ion finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman of misleading the
public by suggesting taxes col-

debate on the state budget in the assembly on Thursday

lected in Karnataka are rein-
vested in the form of new
highways, railways, and other
infrastructure projects. “This
shows BJP functionaries al-
ways peddle lies,” he said.

In his inimitable style, Sid-
daramaiah criticised BJP
MPs from Karnataka for keep-
ing quiet while injustice was
being meted out to the state.
“Are you not ashamed to de-
fend the Union govt despite
this grave injustice?” he
asked. “You are betraying the
people of the state by being
silent spectators.”

Source: The Times of India, p.8, March. 1, 2024
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Shakti effect: 6,100
buses to be inducted

BANSY KALAPPA @ Bengaluru

ABOUT 6,100 buses will be in-
ducted into service over the
next 12 months, as the Shakti
scheme has meant more pas-
sengers using buses. This,
and a host of other decisions
were taken by the Cabinet,
which met late Thursday
evening.

Approval was given to buy
260 buses, of which 100
will be Pallakki non-
AC buses, 120 will be
non-AC buses for
North Karnataka and
40 will be AC buses.
The government will
take up centres of indus-
trial excellence across the state,
besides initiatives to encour-
age startups at a cost of Rs 50
Crore.

The Rs 200-300 crore scam in
Keonics between 2019 and 2023,
which surfaced just days after
new chairman Sharath Bache
Gowda took over, was dis-
cussed. The government had
taken note that accounts were
frozen and salaries not paid.

The cabinet said those who did
honest work but whose salaries
were held up, will be given their
dues, and those found guilty
will be dealt with legally.
With summer round the
corner, the government has
taken up tank filling works in
drought-prone areas through
the Cauvery Neeravari Nig-
am, and maintenance works
of lift irrigation schemes
across the state, especial-
ly in South Karnataka.
Approval was accord-
ed for civic works in
Hubballi-Dharwad
area listed by the ur-
ban development de-
partment. The medical
education department had
also listed important works
for building health infra-
structure, and got approval.
Administrative approval
was given to CV Raman Hos-
pital in Bengaluru, Wenlock
Hospital in Mangaluru and
nine other hospitals where ba-
sic intensive care facilities
are being set up at a cost of
about Rs 135 crore.

Source: The New Indian Express, P.5, March, 1, 2024
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EDUCATION

For 3 annual exam system, question paper
pattern will be student-friendly: Manjushree

The Chairperson of KSEAB clears doubts of students who are set to take SSLC and Il PU examinations

THTALKSBENGALURU

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

“The three annual examina-
tion system for SSLC and II PU
and the question paper pat-
tern will be student-friendly.
Do not stress yourself in the
name of examination,” advised
N. Manjushree, chairperson,
Karnataka School Examination
and  Assessment  Board
(KSEAB).

Participating in THtalksBen-
galuru, an online interaction
organised by The Hindu on
Monday in which she an-
swered questions from read-
ers, she said, “There is internal
assessment, where the schools
and colleges will award 20
marks. Even in the theory ex-
am, there are multiple choice
questions, match the follow-
ing, fill in the blanks and other
one-mark questions for 20
marks. Students should go
with confidence and faith in
themselves for the
examination.”

Changes in exams
Speaking about the changes in
exams, she said, “This year, as
students are aware, we are in-
troducing the 80:20 pattern of
examination. Until this year,
only science subjects had prac-
tical examinations and theory.
But this year onwards, all sub-
jects will have the component
of internal assessment, and the
remaining marks will be
through the theory exam.”
Along with this, competen-
cy-based questions have also
been introduced, which will be
helpful for entrance tests like

VYW o
N. Manjushree, chairperson of the
Karnataka School Examination and
Assessment Board, during the
THtalksBengaluru online
interaction.

CET and NEET. The model
question papers are already
available on the board website,
she said.

To give an opportunity to
students to improve their
marks and go for higher educa-
tion and job opportunities, the
government has introduced
the three annual exam scheme
instead of two supplementary
exams, she said.

To improve marks

“This three examination con-
cept has been introduced
mainly with the purpose of giv-
ing an opportunity to students
to improve on their marks.
There may be students who
may not deliver their best on
that particular day of examina-
tion, but that doesn’t mean
that the student has not pre-
pared well for the exam or put
in his or her best efforts in that
academic year. With that inten-
tion, we have introduced this
concept. All the exams will
have the same kind of question

HIGHLIGHTS

m Annual exams 1 and 2 for Il PU will be held before NEET and CET. Exam-3
will be held immediately after the CET results. The KSEAB is also planning to
declare exam-1 result between April 10 and 15, and exam-2 results between

May 15 and 20.

m Registration
for SSLCand Il
PU exam-1is
compulsory for
all students.
They will have
to register
eitheras
regular or
private
candidate. But
oncea
registration is
done, a student
is free to take
either exam-1
or exam-2 or
exam-3.

= If a student does not pass in a subject in exam-1, s/he can choose to take
exam-2 or exam-3 for that particular subject. If s/he wants to skip exam-2
and prepare for exam-3, that is also possible. In the unfortunate case where
a student cannot clear all three examinations, s/he may register for the next
year and take up the exam.

= The board has
requested KSRTC and
BMTC to provide free
transportation to
students of SSLC and Il
PU during the
examination days and
both transport
corporations have
responded positively.
Students will have to
show their admission
tickets and will be

entitled for free transport.

papers and toughness,” she

added.

m If the student has taken exams 1 and 2, and
the CET results are announced after exams 1
and 2, the board will share the best among the
two exam scores with the KEA. Marks of
students who take exam-3 will also be shared
with KEA, but that may not be considered for
the first round of CET counselling.

m Students can take two subjects in each
exam, but they are better judges of what they
want to do. If they want to apply for a PU
college immediately after exam-1, they will
have to wait for exam-2 and 3 and it may go on
until August.

students who want to improve
their marks and for students

She also clarified that it is
not compulsory for all the stu-
dents to write all three exami-
nations. This option is given to

Source: The Hindu, p. 4, Feb. 27, 2024
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who have not qualified in the
first examination, and the best
marks will be considered, Ms.
Manjushree said.

Marks cards in 30 days

The KSEAB Chairperson said after the
exam-1 results are announced, there
will be a window of one week for
students to register themselves for
exam-2.

Barring those students who choose
to take exam-2, all the other students’
marks cards will be made available to
them in 30 days and in the meantime,
the board will also upload their marks
sheets in Digilocker that can be
accessed even before receiving the
marks cards in the colleges, she said.

No full-sleeve shirts

This year, the board has decided to
restrict full-sleeved shirts in the exam
halls.

“There is no particular dress code,
but better to wear the uniforms of
their schools and colleges. Avoid
wearing long sleeves because
invigilators would want you to roll up
your sleeves. And, I PU students must
follow the Supreme Court order in this
regard,” she said.

Special care for
special children

Speaking about students with
disabilities, Ms. Manjushree said while
the earlier policy of giving extra time
and a scribe for blind students will
continue, this year, students with
autism will be given adult prompters.

This is in line with what the CBSE
has done and the adult prompter can
be either a teacher, parent or
guardian, she said.
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Stateinks pact with British
Council to train studentsin
govtinstitutions

BENGALURU, DHNS: The high-
ereducation department has
signedamemorandum ofun-
derstanding (MoU) with Brit-
ish Council and Wadhwani
Foundation to provide skill
training for students in gov-
ernment degree, engineer-
ing colleges and polytechnics,
and to strengthen communi-
cation skills of teachers.

Janaka Pushpanathan, di-
rector of South India British
Council, said, “English for
employability in higher edu-
cation institutions, mobility
for both student and faculty
and projects on gender eq-
uity and inclusion, these are
focus areas. The agreement
functionsat 3levels: systemic,
institutional and individual.”

Systemically, itinvolves pol-
icydialogues and delegations
between Karnataka and UK
toexpand educationaland re-
search opportunitiesbetween
thestateand UK’s higher edu-
cation sector.

Institutionally, it includes
capacity building of inter-
national relations officers,
knowledge sharing, guidance
on grants, transnational edu-
cation partnerships between
Karnataka and UK varsities
and collaborative learning
communities, she said.

After signing MoU, High-
er Education Minister Dr
M C Sudhakar said, “With
continued collaboration with
UK, we aim toempower high-
er education institutions to
enhanceskillsand confidence
ofyoung people. We aspire to
create advanced research

and development facilities,
aiming for tangible positive
impact on students. This
collaboration with British
Council highlights our com-
mitmentto raising education
standards, enhancing learn-
er experiences, improving
employability and positively
influencing socio-economic
landscape of the state.”

With this agreement,
British Council and Kar-
nataka State Higher Edu-
cation Council (KSHEC)
will collaborate to provide
opportunities for youth,
enhancing access to global-
ly recognised educational
qualifications and promot-
ing cultural exchange and
creativity. British Council’s
supportwill focus on building
international collaboration,
including research and mo-
bility initiatives. Leadership
development among teach-
ing faculty will also be pri-
oritised, enabling education
and creating new prospects
foryouthinboth regions.

K G Chandrashekara, ex-
ecutive director, KSHEC,
Chandru Iyer, British deputy
high commissioner to Kar-
nataka & Kerala, Srikar M S,
principal secretary of higher
education department and
others were present.

British Council also ran a
pilot ‘scoping study’ higher
education universities, aimed
at training international of-
ficers within institutions.
The pilot will be expanded to
other state-run universities
by April.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, Feb, 27, 2024
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7k villages, Ik wards in K’taka
stare at drinking water crisis

Govt Identifies6k 726 TUMAKURU VILLAGES DRY

Borewells, Firms
Up Deals With 2.6k

Chethan.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With the sum-
mer expected to be more se-
vere this year, some 7,082 vil-
lages across Karnataka and
1,193 wards, including in
Bengaluru Urban district,
are vulnerable to drinking
water crisis in the coming
monthsasperanassessment
made by the govt as of Feb 10.

A report by the revenue
department has identified
the most number of villages
in Tumakuru district (746)
and the most number of
wards in Uttara Kannada. In
Bengaluru Urban district,
174 villagesand 120 wards are
shown as vulnerable.

All 31 districts have vil-

Continued...

DIST ’

= e,

Tumakuru 746
Uttara Kannada | 509 181 ; ‘
Kolar 493 78
Vijayanagara 473 46 /
B'luru Urban 174 | 120 .
Figures of vulnerable villages and wards |
Source: Revenue dept assessment (As of Feb 10)

lages likely to be affected but
there are nine districts —
Tumakuru, Chitradurga,
Davanagere, Mysuru, Man-
dya, Raichur, Bidar, Chikka-
magaluru and Kodagu —
where zero wards are shown
as being vulnerable.
According torevenue min-
ister Krishna Byre Gowda, to
counter this, the government
has identified 6,416 borewells
across districts other than
Bengaluru Urban and formal-
ised agreements with 2,654 of
them to supply water, albeit as

43

ashort-term measure.

He said that as per an Oct
10, 2023 order, Rs 324 crore
has been disbursed to the
deputy commissioners of
districts for emergency
drinking waterandlivestock
conservation. Asof Jan 2024,
Gowda said, the district ca-
lamity personal deposit (PD)
accounts together have Rs
736 crore, while the calamity
PD accountsoperated by tah-
sildars have Rs131.9 crore.

»12 lakh citizens, P 2



12 lakh citizens to depend on
tankers, borewells until May

» Continued from page 1

Iso, as of Feb, the govt
1/ said 46 taluks spread
across 18 districts were fac-
ingdrinking water problems
already and that services of
58 tankers and 183 private bo-
rewells are beingused to sup-
ply water to 156 villages in
these taluks. Of these 183 pri-
vate borewells, most are in
Haveri (39) while Vijayapura
is using the services of 36
tankers. Asimilarexerciseis
under way in12 wards of four
urban local bodies — Benga-

luru Urban, for instance, is
using 20 tankers — as per the
revenue department.
Bengaluru’s woes are al-
so being addressed by the
BBMP and BWSSB. That
Cauvery Stage V, providing
775MLD of water to the 110
villages annexed in 2008 —
the most affected parts of the
city — could be commis-
sioned only in May means
around 12 lakh residents
here will have to suffer a
harsh summer dependingon
water tankers and borewells
that aredryingup quickly.

Source: The Times of India, p.1 &2, Feb. 26, 2024
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llegal construction
threatensvital ecosystem
of SubedeharanaKere

BENGALURU, DHNS

Even though the 30-metre
periphery of the lake is con-
sidered as buffer zone or no
construction zone, a large
structure is coming up very
close to Subedeharana Kere
on Begur Road (behind SNN
Raj Serenity apartment). The
builder has dumped truck-
loads of debris and soil into
the waterbody to raise the
foundation, threatening the
ecosystem of the waterbody.

Although the residents of
thearea have been complain-
ing abouttheillegal construc-
tion with the BBMP’s zonal
engineers, they have not re-
ceived any help. Some suspect
that the engineers are hand
in glove with the builders as
no joint survey has been con-
ducted to ascertain the lake’s
boundary.

“For the last couple of
weeks, we have been finding
itdifficulttoget waterasbore-
wells are getting dry. When
thecrisisisstaringatour face,
the authorities are not show-

ing any urgency in ensuring
that the lake is protected. If
all sides of the waterbody is
covered with cement, how
will the rainwater flow into
the lake,” the residents said,
visibly upset with the BBMP’s
negligence to protect thelake.
Earlier thismonth, DHhad
reported that the earthmov-
ers were being used to push
the soil into the lake, which
was filled with water. Resi-
dents had also complained
that there was one truck
dumping soil into the water-
body every five minutes. The
encroachment of the lake,
they feared, would destroy
the ecology of the area, lead-
ingto further depletion of the
ground water table.
Speaking to DH, a senior
BBMP official said the build-
er is claiming ownership of
the area where the structure
iscoming up.
“Wewillinitiate ajoint sur-
vey of the lake but there has
been a delay on the part of
tahsildar. We will alsoinspect
the work tomorrow,” he said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Feb, 27, 2024
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Karnataka has 1,879 leopards in
5 tiger reserves, more outside

AT least 1,879 leopards roam firee
in the five tiger reserves of Ban-
dipur, Bhadra, Nagarahole, Dan-
deli-Anshi and BRT in Karnata-
ka, according to the report
'Status of Leopards in India 2022'
by the Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change, re-
leased by Union minister Bhu-
pender Yadav on Thursday.

As the report shows the count
of the spotted wild cats inside
forest areas, Karnataka forest
officials said an equal number,
Or even more, is wandering out-
side tiger reserves. This is not
just in Karnataka, but in other
states too.

As per the report, in 2018,
1,783 leopards were counted
and documented in KEarnataka,
and now there are 96 more. The
report showed that the entire
Western Ghats landscape docu-
mented 3,596 leopards in 2022,
while in 2018, the number was
3.387. India houses 13.874 leop-
ards, against 12,852 in 2018.

In this fifth cycle of leopard
estimation, the populations in
20 states in India were studied
on foot surveys spanning 6.41
lakh km. Researchers from the
Mational Tiger Conservation
Authority and Wildlife Institute
of India in the report quoted:
“Although the leopard popula-
tion in Western Ghats is widely
distributed, it faces the reper-
cussions of habitat loss and
fragmentation and poaching.

Leopards in Western Ghats of-
ten inhabit human-dominated
spaces, leopard-human conflict
is prevalent in the entire land-
scape and has increased in re-
cent times. While the Nilgiri
forests harbour high-density
leopard populations (13 leop-
ards per 100sgkm), leopards
occur in much lower densities
in the scrubland, open forest
mosaics of central Karnata-
ka or the evergreen patches
of southern Western Ghats (1
per 100sgkm). In central and
northern Western Ghats, leop-
ard populations are distributed
in higher densities inside the Ti-
ger Reserves (Bhadra, Kali, Wu-
dumalai and Sathyamangalam)
while moderate to low densities
are outside protected areas.”
Subhash Malkhade, Princi-

pal Chief Conservator of For- meﬂrds are
ests, Wildlife, Kalrlllataka, said hw} ada Pff"f'
these are the minimum num- .

bers and the same number or animals, fhf'y
more are outside. He explained  syrvive in urban
that the leopard population as-

sessed in the report was based areas because ﬂf
on camera trap images in the the street dog
reserves. “More than the num- ulation and
bers, the trend is important. pop

The carnivore population is in- meat strewn
creasing and shows thereisalso  around slaughter
a healthy prey base inside the houses. which is
forests. Leopards are highly ) )
adaptive animals, they survive available in
in urban areas because of the  ghundance now
street dog population and meat

strewn around slaughter hous-

es, which is available in abun- smmmm u‘hi Ia.de.
dance now,” he said. Conservator

Source: The New Indian Express, P.5, March, 1, 2024
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Lake funding dries to Rs 35 crore

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

The development of lakes
does not seem to be the prior-
ity for the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
since the fund allocation for
the development and mainte-
nance of lakes has come down
significantly. While the civic
bodyhad earmarked Rs102.32
crore in the 2023-24 budget,
this has come down to Rs 35
crore in the budget presented
forFY 2024-25.

Lakes play a crucial role in
flood mitigation and hence de-
velopment of lakesis especial-
ly important given the floods
the city witnesses every mon-
soon. According to BBMP, of
the 205 lakes in the city, only
114 have been developed over

thelast few years.
Theallocationof Rs 35crore
istobeused towards the devel-

Lakes play a crucial role in flood mitigation. bH FiLE PHOTO

opment and improvement of
lakes by taking up the fencing
work, installation of aerators,

Source: Deccan Herald, p.ll, March, 1, 2024
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development of wetland, in-
stallation of trash barriers,
and construction of toiletsand
securityroomsatthelakes, the
budget proposed.

While the budgetallocation
has been meagre, the civic
body is planning to introduce
a new policy- ‘Community
Involvement for Park Conser-
vation Policy (CIPC)’to attract
investments from corporates,
the public, and Resident Wel-
fare Associations (RWA) for
lake development.

“The policy will enable cor-
porates, the public,and RWAs
tobuild facilities and assets for
lakes. The policy hasbeen pre-
sented before the High Court
and will be implemented as
soon as we get approval,” said
Preeti Gehlot, BBMP Special
Commissioner (Lakes).

Back to Contents
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No stock of 50% essential drugs in
govt hosps; min blames officials

Rao Says Corpn
Functioning
Ineffectively

Mini.Thomas@timesgroup.com

of the

Bengaluru: Karnataka has
no stock of 190 — or nearly
50% —of the410essentialme-
dicines in its govt hospitals,
as per the data presented in
thelegislative council recent-

To state that there is a

shortage of drugs at

hospital level is incorrect as
the centralised supply
through KSMSCL is only one

ways of ensuring drug

availability at hospitals, which
are expected to access the
open market and do local
procurement wherever the
central supply is falling short
or isn’'t supplied in time

D Randeep | COMMISSIONER,

HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE SERVICES

(SO

ly. Officials said these drugs

include anaesthetics, anti-al-
lergy drugs, and diuretics.

Health minister Dinesh
Gundu Rao told TOI that the
reason for short supply is due
to “the ineffective functio-
ning” of the Karnataka State
Medical Supplies Corpora-
tion Ltd (KSMSCL). “We sho-
uld have better people wor-
king there and better sy-
stems,” he said.

The state has directed ho-
spitals and primary health

centres to use their own
funds to buy medicines at the
local level but there is no
transparency in the system.
“We can't monitorit. They
will call some local tenders
and buy them (drugs). The
costs would be much higher
than therates at which we wo-
uld have boughtthem over he-
re. But we can’t blame them
also. If the volume is smaller,
priceswill behigher,” hesaid.
Rao sounded apologetic

while replying to a query on
the shortage of medicines in
thelegislative council recent-
ly. He said the state has failed
in its primary responsibility
of providingmedicinestothe
poor. “This is the reality and
we are not hiding anything,”
hehadsaid.

The state has also invited
tenders for the purchase of
medicines.

Rao said efforts are being
made to ensure an adequate

Source: The Times of India, p.5, Feb. 26, 2024
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supply of medicines in go-
vernment hospitals by the
first week of April.

The tender process for es-
sential drugs is yet to be
completed as per the State
Therapeutic Committee
(STC)report for 2023-24.

As per STC recommenda-
tions, 301 essential drugs are
to be procured for primary
health centres (PHCs ), out of
which stocks are there for 177
in warehouses as of now.
“About 124 of these essential
drugs such as Tramadol Cap-
sules are yet to be procured
for the PHCs,” KSMSCL ma-
naging director Chidananda
S Watare confirmed.

According to Indian Pub-
lic Health Standards (IPHS)
2022 guidelines, 171 essential
drugs are to be kept in PHCs,
out of which 139 are recom-
mended by the STC.

“Out of 139, 59 drugs have
zero-stock status. Out of the-
se drugs, the tender process
concluded for 33; the remai-

WRTOR WRAW ST cdReE VIRNT oW BRE0RD Bedsd. $HS, RTO TR R
B aeomirdodd ThO It 50T TN SRTOTOHE Fom Wolld. $F,HE 20T toreat MRS
BEahY 3,69,255 B BAcors ARREAKE ¢.410% TE IRRLIES HHpa. Brs, tontiats #rid
R, 4,69,166 WSO Fpeortd TRBIRWF BT I¢.9.6TH) TS, 10O IUoRT.

SoRN SRG0DY B e, VN
Begbzpd BRDOW B

ning 26 drugs are being pro-
cured,” Watare told TOIL.

“The supply for the 470 es-
sential and desirable drugs
will be completed by March
2024 to the extent of 50% of
the annual indent. Tender
evaluation is a lengthy pro-
cess involving technical and
financial stages which will
take 120 days from the last da-
te of bid submission. The av-
erage time taken for comple-
ting the evaluation for one
tender is 120 days for comple-
tion,” headded.

“In terms of 100% supply
of all the medicines from
KSMSCL, it would happen
from April first week on-
wards. Almost 60% of the
drugs have already been un-
der the tender process and
are at the final stage of con-
clusion. The remaining me-
dicines will also get into the
supply mode from April first
week,” D Randeep, commis-
sioner of health and family
welfare services told TOL



Infant deaths in
Karnataka set
to hit a 4-yr low

Mysuru: At 4,546 deaths,
Karnataka is set to record a
four-yearlow in infant deaths
for the 10-month period from
Aprill, 2023 toJan 31 this year
on the back of many initiati-
ves taken by the state health
department at both commu-
nity and institutional levels,

Continued..

Audit is carried out to find out
reasons for infant deaths: DHO

INFANT DEATHS IN KARNATAKA

» Continued from page 1

Mysururegistered most

infantdeathsat 437, Kop-
pal (371), Raichur (365), and
Kalaburagi (363). On the oth-
er hand, Bengaluru Rural
had the least infant deaths at
eight, Ramanagara 13, and
Haveri 18. According to My-
surudistrict authorities, the
district data includes deaths
of infants referred from
neighbouring district hospi-
tals like Mandya, Chamara-
janagar and Kodagu.

The data presented by
health and family welfare
minister Dinesh Gundu Rao,
in reply to a question by Ka-
laburagi Rural MLLA Basava-
raj Mattimud in the assemb-
ly, said the Infant Mortality
Rate (IMR) of the stateis cur-
rently at 14 for 1,000 live
births. In 2020-21, Mysuru
had recorded 598 infant
deaths. It was 695 in 2021-22,
and dropped to 578 in 2022-23.

Mysuru district health
officer (DHO) PC Kumaras-

For 2023-24 (till Jan-end),

(Between April-Jan)

(Source: Health & family
welfare department)

2020-21 6,293
2021-22 6,722
2022-23 7,471
2023-24 I 4,546

Mysuru | Koppal

5437371

IMR: 2023-24 (Till Jan-end)

[
Raichur §4{B’luru Rural

365 8

Ramanagara| Haveri

13 |18

wamy said IMR of the dis-
trict has now plunged to a
low of 10.5. “It is the happy
outcome of our many initia-
tives to bring down the IMR,
and MMR (Maternal Mortal-
ity Rate).”

The DHO said the antena-
tal care coverage is above
120% in Mysuru district.
“Special focus is given to
those with high-risk preg-
nancy. Initiatives like New-
born Care Corners at Pri-
mary Health Centres
(PHCs), Newborn Stabilis-
ing Units (NBSU) at general
hospitals, efforts to sensitise

Source: The Times of India, p.1& 5, Feb. 26, 2024
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people on the importance of
breastfeeding, 100% institu-
tional deliveries and over
98% immunization coverage
are the major interventions
which helped us bring down
the IMR,” he said.

Kumaraswamy said ev-
ery infant death -regardless
of the emergency or circum-
stances —istreated with the
seriousness it deserves, and
a death audit is carried out
to find out reasons. “We're
working on segregating
deaths of infantsfrom home
and neighbouring dis-
tricts,” hesaid.
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Survey reveals widespread use of unsupervised supplements

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

onsumption of nutritional

supplements such as vitamins

and minerals without con-
sulting a medical practitioneris a
common practice among people, a
survey by LocalCircles, a com-
munity social media platform has
revealed.

According to the survey results,
of the 1,801 respondents from Kar-
nataka, 27% of them said that they
take several supplements without
adoctor’s advise and another
45% of them said that a few of the
supplements they take were not
based on a prescription. Only 28%
of themsaid that they were taking

What the a) None of the supplements were prescribed by a doctor
surve 27%
ask b) 0-10% of the supplements
What percentage _ 14%
of the

nutraceuticals
you regularly
consume,

€) 10-20% of the supplem:

-

[L(TI8  d)20-50% of the supplements (0%)
vitamins,
minerals, fibre, €) 50-100% of the supplements
omegafattyacids, 213
herbs, etc., has i
been prescribed f) All supplements were prescribed by a doctor

by aqualified 28%
doctor?

g) Can't say (0%)

ments may get washed out of the
body without having much of an
impact, consumption of fat-solu-
ble suppl couldlead toill

plements, the water-soluble ones,
and the fat solubles. The patient

needs to understand these details
before taking supplements. While

only after c ti
amedical practitioner.
While a few of these supple-

effects in the long term, experts
said. “There are two types of sup-

water-soluble supplements may
leave the system without much

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Feb, 27, 2024

problem, unnecessary consump-

tion of fat-soluble supplements

could resultin deposition of the
supplement,” explained Dr

. RajashekarY L, Vice-Pres-
ident of Private Hospitals
and Nursing Homes

~ Association (PHANA).

In the long run, such
accumulation could lead
toserious health hazards
and itisimportant to regulate
their consumption, doctors opined.
“Unchecked use may result in
hypervitaminosis, where excessive
levels of certain vitamins, espe-
cially fat-soluble ones like A and
D, accumulate in the body, posing
toxicity risks. Additionally, it may
also contribute to conditions such
as pseudotumor cerebri, charac-
terised by elevated pressure within
the skull, and associated symptoms

like headaches and vision distur-
bance,” said Dr Subrata Das, HOD,
Internal Medicine and Diabetology,
Sakra World Hospital.

Doctors also pointed out that
there were two types of supple-
ment doses-the maintenance dose
and the therapeutic drugs and it
was important not to consume
supplements beyond a period
prescribed by the health practi-
tioner. “We usually prescribe a
therapeutic dose when the reports
show deficiency of a particular
vitamin or mineral. However, many
patients tend to continue taking
these supplements beyond the time
we prescribe them for. Though it is
adoctor-prescribed medicine, itis
advised considering the patient’s
state and should not be consumed
beyond the said period,” Dr Ra-
jashekar said.

‘State’s doctor-patient ratio better than WHO recommendation’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
(@ Bengaluru

AT least 50 per cent of the popu-
lation will get national health
insurance in the coming years
and all the hospitals should use
this opportunity to improve
their services, said the Chair-
man of National Medical Com-
mission (NMC), Dr BN Gangad-
har, while speaking at the 26th
Convocation of Rajiv Gandhi
University of Health Sciences
(RGUHS), on Tuesday.

He added that Karnataka has
reached the doctor to patient
ratio of 2:1,000 which surpass-
es the WHO's recommendation
of one doctor per thousand pop-
ulation. “However this is not
enough, as developed countries

Source: The New Indian Express, p. 4, Feb. 28,

-

Students celebrate their graduation ceremony during the 26th Annual Convocation of
Rajiv Gandhi University of Health Science in Bengaluru on Tuesday | aw ]

have a ratio of 3:1000 and our
patients should not fall back on
receiving optimum treatment.
We need more human re-

source,” he said.

He further said that in the
last 10 years NMC has aided in
doubling the number of MBBS

and PG courses. Speaking about
integrative medicine, he said it
will be the future of healthcare
and the medical infrastructure
is shifting towards it.

“Each college and each fac-
ulty member needs to intro-
spect on improving research
and patents in the medical field.
1.75 lakh people have entered
the field this year and we have
about 1.85 lakh faculty in the
country. We ought to produce
better research quality,” he
added.

During the convocation Dr
GK Venkatesh G, Dr Prakash
Biradar, and Dr Pinki Bhatia
Topiwala, were bestowed with
honorary doctorates by Gover-
nor Thaawarchand Gehlot.
Gehlot emphasised the signifi-

2024

50

cance of medical service and
the Karnataka government’s
efforts in aligning healthcare
provisions with global
standards.

Sharan Prakash Patil, Medi-
cal Education Minister said,
“The government will continue
to extend all necessary support
to RGUHS in ensuring en-
hanced quality of Health Sci-
ence Education...”

At the convocation ceremony,
88 candidates secure 100 Gold
Medals. The ceremony saw
44,525 undergraduates, 7,815
postgraduates, 17 PHDs, 156 su-
per specialty candidates, 122
fellowship candidates, 8 com-
pleted their certificate course,
and 7 completed their post
graduation diploma.



‘Koosina Mane’ turns a
boon for rural working
women in Mysuru district

29 more will be added by

March-end, to the existing 80

SHILPAP
MYSURU, DHNS

oosina Manes (creches)
K have turned out to be a
oon for rural working
women of Mysuru district. At
least 443 children (214 girls,
229 boys) are being taken
care of in 80 Koosina Manes,
established by the district
administration and the zilla
panchayat, under the funds
allotted by the state govern-
ment.

These creches take care of
nutrition, health and safety of
children, whose mothers are
majorly employed under the
MGNREGA, or, are serving in
various capacities at the gram
panchayat-level. Total 351
MGNREGA women job card
holders have been trained in

the first phase to take care of
children.

“Taking up work along with
my husband under the MGN-
REGA was essential to sup-
port my family, amid drought.
There was no one to take care
of mytwo-year-old son. Thanks
to Koosina Mane at my vil-
lage Mosambayanahalli in
Mysurutaluk,Iamable towork
peacefully,” said Saakamma, a
daily wage worker.

“The government releases
Rs 1.9 crore every year to each
district under the Panchayat
Raj Commission funds and
the MNREGA, to establish and
maintain creches. The district
administration and the zilla
panchayat are planning to es-
tablish29 more by March-end,”
said ZP deputy secretary M
Krishnaraju. The creches are
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AKoosina Mane at Bherya gram panchayat in Saligrama taluk
of Mysuru district. PHOTO BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

functioning fromschools,com-
munity hallsand GP buildings.

They have been beautified
with paintings, provided with
toys and have a child-friendly
atmosphere. Children are giv-
en milk, nutri-mix for break-
fast, groundnut laddus as an
evening snack, while lunch
comprises dal khichdi, sweet
pongal and sprouted wheat
payasa.

There are total 3,267
Koosina Manes in the state,
that take care of 22,445 chil-
dren of rural working wom-
en.At least 4,000 creches

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, Feb, 28, 2024
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have been planned by March
end. Mobile Creches, which
has signed an MoU with the
RDPR department, hastrained
20,172 caretakers in the first
phase and plans to train
32,000 caretakers, with four
of themin each centre.
Belagavi boasts of 288
Koosina Manes, the highest
in state, while Kalaburagi
boasts of total 3,515 children
admitted in 185 Koosina
Manes, the highest number
in state, B N Manjunath, The-
matic Lead - Karnataka State
Project, Mobile Creches.

Back to Contents
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Women-driven e-rickshaws for last-mile connectivity
from Yelachenahalli and Indiranagar metro stations

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Bengaluru is one of the
world’s most congested
cities and has the highest
number of private cars in
India. While the metro
service has rapidly ex-
panded over the years, a
recent WRI India survey
revealed that 70% of com-
muters were deterred by
poor last-mile connectivi-
ty to metro stations in the
city. Amidst these com-
muting hassles, Alstom, a
multination manufacturer
in smart and sustainable
mobility, has introduced
Low Emission Access to

Public Transport (LEAP),
a programme under its
CSR initiative, supported
by World Resources Insti-
tute (WRI) India, that aims
to boost last-mile connec-
tivity, encouraging grea-
ter public transport us-
age.

The programme was in-
augurated on Wednesday
by Olivier Loison, Manag-
ing Director, Alstom In-
dia, Srinivas Alavilli, Fel-
low, WRI India, Rajeev
Gowda, Vice-Chairman,
State Institute for the
Transformation of Karna-
taka, and Kalpana Kata-
ria, Executive Director
(Connectivity and Asset

As a step to
encourage and
include women in
the urban mobility
landscape, MetroRide
has trained around
25 of them to ride
electric rickshaws

Management), Bangalore
Metro Rail Corporation
Ltd (BMRCL).

As part of the pilot
phase, MetroRide, a start-
up mentored under the
Alstom’s sustainability in-
cubation programme, will
have electric autorick-
shaws deployed as last-
mile service from Yelache-

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Feb. 29, 2024

nahalli and Indiranagar
Namma Metro stations. As
a step to encourage and
include women in the ur-
ban mobility landscape,
MetroRide has trained
around 25 women drivers
to drive the electric rick-
shaws in the said re-
gion. The rides can be
booked through the Me-
troRide app.

Among these women
were those working as
house helps and tailors,
among other professions,
who are now licensed au-
torickshaw drivers.
Speaking to The Hindu,
Ashwini Satish, a last-mile
connectivity driver at In-
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diranagar, said it was hard
to be a woman driver in
the initial days but now
she enjoys the job. “I
worked as a house help
for many years, but with
the help of an NGO, I se-
cured a driving licence
and I have been an auto
driver for more than three
years now. When I joined,
there were just two wo-
men in our team, and now
we have so many. Initially,
1 was scared to drive, and
1 used to be bullied by
male auto drivers, but
with the help of my bosses
and their motivation, I
love driving so much
now*.

Bhuvaneshwari, a
former tailor, and a last-
mile connectivity driver
in Konanakunte, said, “I
always dreamt of driving,
and now it has become a
dream come true. Lats
year, [ approached a fe-
male auto driver at the Ko-
nanakunte metro station
and expressed my passion
for driving. She referred
me to MetroRide and for
the last six months, T have
been working for them.
‘We only drive at a 5-kmra-
dius from the last-mile
stations, and our autos
have a tracking system
too, so the job is safe for
women drivers”.

Back to Contents




Governance

Survey to identify ineligible
members of construction
workers welfare board

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
will conduct house-to-
house survey to identify in-
eligible persons who have
enrolled as members of
Karnataka State Construc-
tion and Other Workers’
Welfare Board, Labour Mi-
nister Santosh Lad said on
Friday.

“As many as 39 lakh
workers have been added
in the last few years. From
12.91 lakh in 2018, the num-
bers had gone up to 51 lakh
of which six lakh has been
removed already. The State-
wide audit of workers
would be taken up through
Ambedkar Karmika Seva
Kendra and the audit to
identify ineligible workers
would be completed in the
next six to seven months,”
the Minister told the Legis-
lative Council in response
to a question from Con-
gress member U.B. Venka-
tesh. “People owning luxu-
ry cars, land owners, GST
number holders, and lec-
turers among others have
been found to have become
members,” he said.

In Haveri district alone,
Mr. Lad said 2.7 lakh mem-

bers of the Board have been
found ineligible during the
departmental audit. “Since
we do not have enough per-
sonnel, house-to-house sur-
vey will be done through
the Ambedkar Karmika Se-
va Kendra,” he said.

Reduction in
scholarship

To a question from BJP
member Prathap Simha
Nayak on steep downward
revision of the scholarship
amount for children of con-
struction workers, Mr. Lad
said: “The scholarship
amount had been in-
creased three to ten times
in 2021. Without downward
revision, 32,500 crore was
needed for 13 lakh applica-
tions. In the last four to five
years, 16,500 crore has
been spent. Currently,
16,500 crore is available in
the corpus and 14 other
programmes have to be im-
plemented besides scholar-
ships. We would have
closed the Board in two
years if scholarship was not
revised as annual receipt is
only about 1,000 crore.”
Efforts are also being made
to increase the annual re-
ceipts to around 32,500
crore, he said.

Source: The Hindu, p. 9, Feb. 24, 2024
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Demand of forestry
oraduates comes to
fore with students set
to stage protest today

B.S. Satish Kumar
BENGALURU

The long-pending demand
that a degree in forestry
sciences should be pre-
scribed as the minimum
qualification to fill posts of
Assistant Conservator of
Forests, Range Forest Offic-
er, and Assistant Range
Forest Officer has gained
steam now with over 500
students of all the three
forestry sciences colleges
of the State set to stage a
protest in Bengaluru on
Monday in this regard.

The Bengaluru protest
of the forestry sciences
graduates has come after
their protest for some time
on the campuses of the
three forestry colleges at
Ponnampet, Sirsi, and
Iruvakki.

The students and grad-
uates of the forestry
sciences colleges are upset
that though they study a
professional course related
to forestry management
for four years, the govern-
ment is allowing graduates
from other streams who do
not have any knowledge
about forest management
to occupy these field
posts.

A former dean of a for-
estry college explained
that the State introduced
the system of reserving
50% of these jobs to the
forestry sciences graduates
in 2003. The reservation
for these graduates for the
RFO posts was increased to
75% in 2012 as the govern-
ment felt that they were

They want degree in
forestry sciences to

be fixed as minimum
qualification to fill
posts of Assistant
Conservator of
Forests, RFOQ, and
Assistant RFO

ideal to handle the respon-
sibilities associated with
the post, he noted.

However, the reserva-
tion for the RFO posts for
forestry sciences graduates
was reduced to 50% in
2018. This caused anxiety
among the graduates of
these courses, who have
been running from pillar to
post since then, seeking
restoration of the earlier
system.

However, now they have
stuck to their old demand
that the three posts in the
Forest Department should
be earmarked to them on
the lines of the Agricultural
Department earmarking
certain posts for the grad-
uates of  agricultural
courses.

The former dean justi-
fied such a demand by ob-
serving that generally,
those who get admission
for the forestry courses are
meritorious students with
good ranks in the CET with
the purpose of serving in
the Forest Department.

Meanwhile, the protest-
ing students and graduates
of forestry sciences colleg-
es have met various peo-
ple’s representatives seek-
ing their help.

Source: The Hindu, p. 9, Feb. 26, 2024
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a reasonable timeframe, typi-

the delayed payment. wondered “what is the whole

MGNREGA workers in state reel from delayed payments

Beneficiaries not
paid for three
months' work

e

RISHIKA KASHYAP
RAICHUR/BENGALURU, DHNS

veramillion households

It is quite natural that
bad financial planning
and allocation of man
days at the grassroots levels
have affected people. As we
speak, we have more than
Rs 702 crore pending (to
be released). It is complete
mismanagement by the
Centre.
- Privank Kharge
RDPR Minister

cally within 15 days.

However, MGNREGA ben-
eficiaries across the state have
found their payments delayed
for the past three months,
with Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj Minister Pri-
yankKhargecitingthe Centre’s
financial “mismanagement”as
thereason for the mess.

MGNREGA beneficiaries

DH spoke to were irked over

Othat worked under the in Karnataka in the past three ingoneofthevexingloopholes thedelays.

Mahatma Gandhi Na- monthsareawaiting payments  in the job scheme.
tional Rural Employment fortheworktheyfinishedasfar Payments fortheworkcom- Raichur, said “this year has
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)  backasDecember,underscor-  pleted havetobesettled within ~ been difficult” and bristled at

MGNREGA, FromPage 1

“Beneficiaries under the
scheme are getting paid after
3-4 months of work comple-
tion even though they should
be paid once in 15 days,”
he told DH. Officials at the
gram sabha level passed the
buck to the government and
blamed inadequate disbursal
of funds.

“We try to process pay-
ments in the given time, but
inadequate allocation of
funds from the government’s
side could lead to delayed
payments,” said Hanuman-
thappa,aPanchayat Develop-
ment Officerin Vijayanagara
district.

Minister Priyank targeted
the Centre. “It is quite natu-
ralthatbad financial planning
and allocation of man days at
the grassroots levels have af-
fected people. As we speak,
we have morethan 702 crore
pending (to be released). It is
complete mismanagement
by the central government,”
hesaid.

Ironically, real-time data
available on MGNREGA
website says that 99.48%
payments for beneficiaries
in Karnataka were gener-
ated within 15 days of work
completion in financial year
2023-24.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&6, Feb, 26, 2024

Rajendran Narayanan,
co-founder of LibTech India,
which has produced several
research papers on MGN-
REGA over the years, had an
explanation for this.

“There is a 15-day win-
dow between work comple-
tion and getting paid,” said
Narayanan.

“The state government is
supposed tosend an electron-
icinvoiceto the Union govern-
ment with details related to
the work completion within 8
days. The Union government
then has 7 days to process
all these electronic invoices
and transfer the payments
to the account of the benefi-
ciary.”

But the MNREGA Man-
agement Information System
(MIS), Narayanan said, makes
“misleading claims that 99%
of the wages are processed
within 15 days”. “In reality,
what this means is that 99%
of the invoices are sent to the
Union government within 15
days.”

While the state govern-
ment takes a week extra to
process the payments, the
Union government takes
much longer to transfer the
wages toworkers.

“This is in violation of the
Act and the Supreme Court
orders.” said Naravanan.

Gouramma, who is from

58

“WehadtoprotestinAugust point” of having the scheme
last year to get paid
for the work com-
pleted in the first
half of 2023. Now,
we're again waiting
for our payments for

if they can’t get mon-
ey to eat. “Will the
officials give us food
if we stand in front of
their houses?” she told
DH. Abhay Kumar,
founder of Gramee-
na Koolikaarmikara
getpaid until we pro- Sanghatane (GRA-
test, how do we lead KOOS), which aims to
our lives like this?” . implement MGNRE-
shetold DH. ruralreality | o\ effectively; saidthis
Another MGN- year the payments have
REGA beneficiary Bhagyam- been “delayed thrice”.
ma,aresidentof Vijayanagara, »MGNREGA, Page6

the work completed
after that. We don’t
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All water tankers must compulsorily
register with civic body by March 7

BBMP says any vehicle not registered by then will be seized, and they will be used to supply water to dry pockets free of cost in 110 villages

WATER WOES

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

mid complaints of
A water tanker prices
breaching the

32,000 mark for the first
time in the city, the State
government has made self-
registration of the vehicles
mandatory by March 7 as a
first step towards regulat-
ing the industry.

Following meetings with
multiple stakeholders over
the next two days, the go-
vernment will also fix pric-
es for tanker loads, said
Bruhat Bengaluru Maha-
nagara Palike (BBMP) Chief
Civic Commissioner Tush-
ar Giri Nath on
Wednesday.

“Following several com-
plaints of water tanker
prices skyrocketing over
the last 15 days, we have
decided to regulate the in-
dustry,” he said.

Deputy Chief Minister
and Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister D.K. Shiva-

As the water tanker business is not categorised as a trade, tankers haven’t been registered either with
the BBMP or the BWSSB. K. MURALI KUMAR

kumar recently said in the
Assembly that 25% of the
city’s water needs were be-
ing met by water tankers,
and the government was
mulling fixing the maxi-
mum price for water
tankers.

Mr. Giri Nath said as the
water tanker business is
not categorised as a trade,
tankers haven’t been regis-

tered either with the BBMP
or the Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB). But data
from the Transport De-
partment show that over
3,500 water tankers are
operating in the city.

“We are developing an
online platform which will
go live on March 1. All wa-
ter tankers have to self-re-

Source: The Hindu, p. 6, Feb. 29, 2024

gister on this platform by
March 7. From that date, all
unregistered water tankers
will be seized by the civic
body and will be used to
supply water to dry pock-
ets free of cost in 110 villag-
es,” he said.

Maximum price
Mr. Giri Nath said the
BBMP is calling up all wa-

61

ter tanker operators, and
they will hold a consulta-
tion meeting with them ov-
er the next two days on the
price-fixing mechanism.
“We do not want them to
make losses. But in some
pockets, the pricing has
been very predatory. We
will ask them to submit
their costs, while we are al-
so calculating the same
based on market intelli-
gence. Based on both in-
puts, we will arrive at a
maximum price range for
water supplied through
tankers in the city. Any de-
viation from this will be pe-
nalised,” he said.

When quizzed on the le-
gal basis as to how these
norms will be enforced, he
said that since the State go-
vernment had declared
three taluks of Bengaluru
Urban district as drought-
hit, they had special pow-
ers under The Disaster
Management Act, 2005,
which will be invoked to
take stringent action.

Dealers unhappy
Water tanker operators

The Hindu spoke to, on
condition of anonymity,
said there was widespread
opposition to the govern-
ment fixing the price of wa-
ter tankers.

“Contrary to popular
perception, we are not
making money unwarrant-
edly. We are travelling 50
km both ways to deliver a
tanker of water and the
price of water extraction
has gone up several times.
It is wrong to portray us as
a “mafia” and try to shift
blame from the govern-
ment’s failure to provide
water supply infrastruc-
ture to us,” a water tanker
businessman from East
Bengaluru said.

Another dealer from
South East Bengaluru said
that they did not have a
pan-city level association
or union to argue their
case, and that had now
come to bite them. “We are
a very unorganised sector.
I think the time has come
for us to form a union to
negotiate with the govern-
ment and protect our inter-
ests,” he said.



Each ward to have
two nodal officers to
manage water supply

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The city’s civic body will
appoint a ward engineer
exclusively to manage the
water supply for every
ward in the outer zones
not serviced by the Banga-
lore Water Supply and Sew-
erage Board (BWSSB). An
Assistant Engineer (AE)
rank officer from BWSSB
will also be deployed as a
coordinator in  these
wards. The two will serve
as nodal officers for ma-
naging the drinking water
supply in these areas.

“We will publish the
names and contact num-
bers of all these personnel
on our website and at ward
offices. The public can
reach out to them regard-
ing their water woes, and
they will address them,”
Chief Civic Commissioner
Tushar Giri Nath said.

These officials will be in
charge of the distribution
of free water to dry pockets
dominated by the poor in
these wards, address com-
plaints about local water
supply schemes of BBMP
from borewells and en-
force the maximum price
for water tankers that will
be fixed soon, Mr. Giri Nath
said.

Meanwhile, BWSSB has
written to the Deputy
Commissioner, Bengaluru
(Urban), requesting him to
commandeer 200 water
tankers invoking The Dis-
aster Management Act,
2005, for BBMP and
BWSSB to use them to sup-
ply free water in the outer
zones. “Of these 200 tank-
ers, 100 tankers will be
handed over to the BBMP,
and we will supply free wa-
ter to 110 villages. This in-
itiative is not for every
house but will focus on
where the need is high and
on slum pockets and areas
dominated by the poor. Us-
ing another 100 tankers,
BWSSB will supply water to
erstwhile 7 City Municipal
Councils (CMC) and Town
Municipal Council (TMC)
areas, based on the same
criteria,” Mr. Giri Nath
said.

BWSSB has 68 tankers
which it is using to supply
free water to 257 dry patch-
es in core city areas. “To
increase efficiency, we are
fixing high-density plastic
tanks with taps at such
points and refilling them
using tankers. A total of
108 tanks have been esta-
blished,” said Ram Prasath
Manochar, Chairman of
BWSSB.

Source: The Hindu, p. 6, Feb. 29, 2024
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Consumers can soon generate
their own power bills in State

Jahnavi T. R.
BENGALURU

A meter reader from a
power utility going to a
consumer’s house to read
their electricity meter and
provide them with a bill
will be a thing of the past
from June. In the tariff or-
der that was passed for the
financial year 2024-25, the
Karnataka Electricity Reg-
ulatory Commission has
asked distributing compa-
nies to develop digital mo-
dalities (software) for self-
reading meters to help
consumers generate their
own bills.

Self-billing will be effec-
tive in Karnataka from June
1 for LT consumers as per
the Commission’s direc-
tives. “With the removal of
slabs, it has become easier
for consumers to read their
meters.

The consumers can take
a photo of the meter,
upload it on the software
and upload their reading
details. Accordingly, their
bill will be generated and
then can make the pay-
ment,” said P. Ravikumar,
Chairman, KERC.

With the self-billing me-
chanism, the norm of pay-
ing bills only once a month
will not be so rigid any-
more.

“Consumers can check
and pay their bills once in
10 or 15 days or they may
choose to pay it the usual
way of once a month. It
will be compulsory to pay

The Karnataka Electricity Regulatory Commission has also asked

Escoms to set up systems that are required for optional prepaid

metering from April 1. FILE PHOTO

the bill at least once a
month. Instead of going ev-
ery month, meter readers
from electricity supply
companies (escom) can go
once in six months and
verify,” Mr. Ravikumar
said.

The Commission has al-
so asked Escoms to set up
systems that are required
for optional prepaid meter-
ing from April 1.

Speaking about the self-
billing mechanism, M.G.
Prabhakar, a former mem-
ber of the advisory com-
mittee, KERC, said, “We
are moving into the era of
smart meters where eve-
rything will become auto-
matic. In such times, this
self-billing will help con-
sumers at places where
meter reading is not done
regularly. It can help con-
sumers manage their ener-
gy requirements. This is al-
so one way of ensuring
energy conservation as
consumers will be more
aware of their usage when

Source: The Hindu, p. 9, March. 1, 2024
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they regularly check their
meters.”

Reduce tussle

A senior from Bescom said
simplification of tariffs by
reducing the slabs will also
curb the tussle between Es-
coms and consumers.
“This (simplification) will
take away the discretion at
the lower level regarding
slab classification. More
importantly, this will re-
duce harassment and liti-
gation regarding tariff clas-
sification,” said Darshan. J,
Director of Finance, Bes-
com. “Sometimes when
the electricity bill goes
higher than our expecta-
tions, we immediately
think if there was some
mistake with the meter
reading. If there is a me-
chanism where we can do
it ourselves, we will be re-
lieved of our doubts and al-
so help us trust power dis-
tributing companies
more,” said Suhas P., a resi-
dent of R.R. Nagar.



Assembly passes Bill that
provides welfare schemes for
motor transport workers

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Legislative Assembly
on Thursday passed the
Karnataka Motor Tran-
sport and Other Allied
Workers’ Social Security
and Welfare Bill, 2024, for
providing social security
and benefits to motor vehi-
cle drivers, conductors,
cleaners, supervisors, sta-
tion staff, line checking
staff, booking clerks, cash
clerks, depot clerks, time-
keepers, watchman/atten-
ders, and other unorgan-
ised workers engaged in
motor transport.

The Bill aims at provid-
ing welfare measures to
those working in garages,
tyre retreading and resol-
ing units, puncture shops,
wheel balancing and align-
ment units, water washing
units. The facilities provid-
ed would be similar to
those provided for con-
struction workers now.

It seeks re-appropria-
tion of funds from the Kar-
nataka Motor Vehicles Tax-
ation Act, 1957, to finance
social security and other
welfare measures; and

constitute a board for dis-
bursement of the funds un-
der schemes. The Bill also
encompasses persons
working in automobile bo-
dy building units, tinkering
electrical and AC units.
The government will
constitute the Karnataka
State Motor Transport and
Other Allied Workers So-
cial Security and Welfare
Board for implementing
welfare measures. The Mi-
nister for Labour will be
chairperson of the Board
while the Additional Chief
Secretary of the depart-
ment will be  the
vice-chairperson.

How fund accrues

The fund will be created
through levy of cess, sur-
charge and taxation, sums
received through CSR and
grants from the State go-
vernment. Every motor
transport and other allied
workers should register his
or her name soon after the
Act came into force, the
Bill said.

Besides accident benefit
to motor transport and
other allied workers, the
fund would be used for

Source: The Hindu, p.12, March. 1, 2024
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providing educational as-
sistance to the children of
deceased workers, mater-
nity benefit, reimburse-
ment/payment of registra-
tion fee for Karnataka
government schemes such
as Ayushman Bharat Aro-
gya Karnataka Pension
Scheme and benefits dur-
ing death, disability and
medical reimbursement,
the Bill said.

The Assembly passed
the Karnataka Motor Vehi-
cles Taxation (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2024, for levy-
ing 5% additional cess on
transport vehicles for the
purpose of the Karnataka
Motor Transport and Oth-
er Allied Workers Social Se-
curity and Welfare Fund.

Transport Minister Ra-
malinga Reddy tabled the
Bill and said it was intro-
duced to give effect to the
amendment made by the
Centre in the Central Mo-
tor Vehicles Rules, 1989,
and levy life time tax on
motor cars, jeeps, omni
buses, and private service
vehicles which runs on
electricity having cost of
the vehicle which exceeds
325 lakh.
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Social Issues

Instantloan app harassment: Organised
~ racketcontinuestopreyon fear

Primary targets are
students, homemakers,
young professionals
D i

PRAJWAL D'SOUZA
BENGALURU, DHNS

he process is simple: download the
Tapplication. approveafew “manda-

tory” app permissions, fill in your
bank and other details and voila you are
eligible for an instant loan. This is how a
well-organised racket, which the police be-
lieve is equipped with tech and operates,
in many cases, outside the country, traps
an unsuspecting victim.

Then it begins. The constant calls,
threats, harassment and blackmail by us-
ing the victim's, in some cases even their
family’s “morphed” explicit photographs,
which the loan sharks flood their contact
listwith.

The modus is not new. But despite
regulations, these instant loan apps con-
tinue to creep into the social media feeds
of victims, enticing them into availing a
not-so-huge loan. Their targets are stu-
dents, | K young pr i
and those who wish to skip the hassle of
applying for abank loan.

Since January this year, DH reported
three such cases where the victims were
blackmailed by loan sharks. In two of

those cases, the victims claimed they never
availed a loan and the sum was automat-
ically credited into their bank accounts
after they entered their detailson the app.

Cases galore

City police’s data revealed that in 2023,
353loan app cases were reported in Ben-
galuru. The most (144) were in the north-
erndivision.

‘While the police concluded that they
couldn’t detect 35 cases, bank details
were awaited in 27. A large number of
cases were being investigated. The total
cases, however, saw a massive dip from
2022 (586).

In July 2023, a 22-year-old Bengaluru
student died by suicide after facing har-
assment from loan agents. Similar cases
were reported in other parts of the state
and the country.

Well-oiled machine

‘While Play Store (Google) and App Store
(Apple) remove suspicious apps periodi-
cally,investigatorssay therewasno check
ondubious | bei tised on

Loan apps

m Hero Rupee

® CashFish

® |ndikash

m Lightning Rupee
W Happy Cash

W Cash Guru

® Legend Rupee
m Glory Loan
andy Cash
Cash Machine

How to be safe

® Never download/install third-party apps

m Never click on suspicious links/ ads on
social media

- Verti;yme regulatory approvals/ authen-
ticil

m Do basic research on the internet to veri-
fy the legitimacy

m Be wary while giving access to gallery,
contacts

® Borrow from legitimate sources

® Report suspicious activity to police im-
mediately/ call 1930

CASES IN THECITY IN 2023

Division East West North South Southeast Northeast Central ~Whitefield
Cases 40 29 144 31 39 8 53 9
ithsaid, adding that tk ficer, who r d anonymity, added.

spoke

use targeted advertisements and Search
Engine Optimised (SEO) keywords like
“quick loan, loan, easyloanand EMI”etc.,
toappear on user feeds.

“The racketis well organised,” a senior
Bengaluru police officer told DH. “This

social media. Recent government statis-
tics showed that between April 2021-July
2022and September 2022-August 2023,
Google removed over 4,700 loan apps
from the Play Store.

In December 2023, the Union govern-
ment directed social media platforms to
not host fraudulent loan app ads.

Plos it thie it A

afreerunonsocial mediaadvertising plat-
forms, senior police investigators the DH

d collectdata

“Theinterestchargedis muchlowerthan
regular channels and hence people get
enticed.”

Karunakar Prasad (name changed),
a Bengaluru college lecturer, paid the
agents of Digital Bank and Money Pock-
et Rs 5.69 lakh for availing a loan of Rs
56,550in October 2023. Prasad, who was

morph photographs, make thr g
calls, send messages etc. The apps also
need to be hosted on servers to run —so
itis notsomething every person can do.”

The officer said that in many cases, the
banned apps were found again “repack-
aged with fresh looks and user interfaces
.

“Since the amount being borrowed is
small, people don’t think much,” the of-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A, Feb, 25, 2024
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harassed for nearly thr swith his
“explicit” photographs, had told DH the
interest rate offered was 0.7% and the re-
payment period was 120 days.

According toCKBaba, DCP Southeast,
fraudsters almost copy the features of
genuine loan apps to make the Ul appear
authenticand manage to bypass firewalls
onsocial media.

“Social media platforms lack dou-

ble-checksand the availability of targeted
advertisements makes the job easier for
scamsters,” Baba, who oversaw several
loan app probes, told DH. “They will also
make sure the data fed to the algorithm
appears genuine so that they can breach
the checks.”

Officers also said that since these apps
operate illegally, they don’t wait for the
victim to avail a loan “and automatical-
ly credit the sum”. Probes have led the
investigators to China, Dubai and some
Indian states, where the perps continue
tooperate.

Technicalities

A cybercrime investigator, who was not
ord, said

e

authorised to
thatl pr
way that they would not function without
giving a set of mandatory permissions to
access contacts, files, gallery and phone-
book.

“In a hurry, the victims grant access
without realising the repercussions,” the
investigator,who s probing a recentloan
app case in Bengaluru, told DH. “Scam-
sters then use the photographs, morph
them into explicit content and blackmail
the victims.”

Another key factor is for Android us-
ers where the installation of third-party
applications— those not verified on Play-
Store — is easy. “All they have todo is ac-
cepta prompt during the app installation
process, which they downloaded from a
third-party link on social media or any
other dubious website.”
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As DSS turns 50, its legacy of awakening Dalit
consciousness still resonates in Karnataka

Dalit Sangharsha Samiti, which went on to play a significant role in shaping Karnataka's political and cultural sensibilities, took shape in 1974

Sathish G. T.
SHIVAMOGGA

ack in the day, the management of

Visvesvaraya Iron and Steel Limited

(VISL) in Bhadravathi in Shivamogga

district offered coffee to its employees
during work-shift breaks. However, for the
workers belonging to the Scheduled Castes, a
separate container was placed. They were not
allowed to touch the container. Instead, they had
to wait for someone from the ‘upper” caste to
pour coffee into their individual cups.

For years, this discrimination continued in the
factory. A few employees raised their voices
against the untouchability practices on the
factory campus. Professor B. Krishnappa, who
was teaching at Bhadra College in the town, was
the guiding force behind the protesting
employees. It was under his leadership, Dalita
Sangharsha Samiti (DSS) -- that went on to play a
significant role in shaping Karnataka’s political
and cultural sensibilities - took shape in 1974 with
its office in the Old Town of Bhadravathi.

The ground was fertile

By then, Karnataka had witnessed many events
that forced the oppressed castes to come together
and oppose atrocities. The anti-caste movement
was gaining ground, and the Samajvadi Yuva
Sabha was also active in the early 1970s. B.
Basavalingappa, a senior minister in the Devaraj
Urs-led cabinet, attracted criticism from the
‘upper’ castes for his comment on Kannada
literature. In a seminar in Mysuru in November,
1973, the minister described Kannada literature as
boosa (rice husk, a cattle feed). There were a
series of protests across the State against his
statement, and in several places the protests
turned violent. Finally, Basavalingappa was
forced to resign as minister.

The issue gave enough impetus to writers and
artists from deprived sections to join hands. They
convened a conference in Mysuru and invited
noted poet and Jnanapeeth awardee Kuvempu to
inaugurate it.

Meanwhile, in Bhadravati, Krishnappa had
begun organizing people from oppressed
sections. He wrote pamphlets condemning
injustices done to employees of VISL in
Bhadravathi. He registered Dalit Sangharsha
Samiti in January, 1974. N. Giriyappa, who was an
employee of VISL, was the president, while
Krishnappa, became secretary.

Creating awareness

The DSS conducted workshops for the students.
Experts took classes on the rights of the
oppressed castes and introduced students to Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar’s speeches and writings in these
workshops. Through many such workshops,
hundreds of youths, particularly college students,
joined the DSS.

“Prof. Krishnappa regularly met students in
hostels and spoke to them about practices of
untouchability and the ways to achieve
emancipation. That motivated many students to
join him,” recalled M. Gurumurthy, State
convener of Karnataka DSS. He joined the DSS in
1981 as a student in Shivamogga, and took part in
many movements that organization led. Now, he
leads the 50-year-old DSS.

Protests over land issues

The youth who came into contact with the
organisation in their student days motivated
like-minded people to join the forum in their
villages. A few, including Chandraprasad Tyagi,
who was an employee at VISL, gave up jobs to
lead the organization in their native places.
Hence, within a span of a few years, the DSS grew
as a strong pressure group in the State.In due
course, the DSS drafted a constitution and
adopted it. It defined the word Dalit as a group of
people who are untouchables and discriminated
against on the basis of caste. Its primary objective
was the liberation of Dalits from cultural,
sociological, and economic inequalities through
the path of non-violence.

N = —

Devanur Mahadeva participated. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Besides protesting against the atrocities against
Dalits and women, the DSS motivated its workers
to engage in land-related struggles. The DSS led a
series of protests for the Dalits of Sidlipura in
Bhadravathi taluk and Bidare Kaval in Hassan and
‘many other places. An industrialist had acquired
land that belonged to Dalits in Sidlipura. The
Samiti staged protests in favour of the landless for
several months and succeeded in the protest.

This movement culminated in the State
government passing a law to prohibit the transfer
of certain lands - Karnataka Scheduled Castes
and. Scheduled Tribes (Prohibition of Transfer of
Certain Lands) Act, 1978.

Protests in many hues

“In many cases, either through ignorance or
coming under pressure, the Dalits lost land
granted to them for a paltry sum. This law
ensures they retain their land. This was the
historic agitation that prompted the government
to bring in the law. Similarly, Krishnappa was the
first to raise a voice for the grant of land to bagair
hukum cultivators,” said Mr. Gurumurthy. He also
recalled how he and his associates fought with
‘members of the Hindutva organisations,
condemning the assault on Dr. Polanki
Ramamurthy, a professor of English, during his
lecture in a college in Shivamogga in the early

Devanur Mahadeva

Siddalingaiah

o =
Savita Ambedkar, wife of B.R. Ambedkar addressed the first convention of the Dalit
Students Federation in Kolar. B. Krishnappa, founder of DSS, Ramdas Athavale, and writer

1980s. Ramamurthy faced criticism from
Hindutva factions after he wrote the book
Seethayana. The DSS did not restrict itself to
questioning atrocities against Scheduled Caste
alone, but stood against various other forms of
oppression. For instance, when a person who
belonged to the Kumbara, potter community, a
backward class, was murdered, and his daughter
was raped in Kolar taluk in 1979, the DSS took out
a historic march from Kolar to Bengaluru, seeking
justice for the victims. The family was tortured as
they refused to give their land to a landlord.
Hundreds of workers from different parts of the
state took part in the march and suffered injuries
in police lathi-charge.

Another major protest that the DSS led was in
March 1986, when the organization decided to
convince devotees of Renukamba at Chandragutti
in Soraba taluk, not to offer bettale seve (Nude
worship). Under the leadership of
Prof.Krishnappa around 300 activists from
different parts of the state had gathered on the
bank of the Varada River to convince the devotees
to wear clothes to offer their prayers. Their
gesture did not go well with the people, who were
in support of the custom. They targeted DSS
workers and the police, who were also in support
of the activists. The angry mob tortured the
police. The incidents forced the State

K. Siddaiah

The DSS and Kannada literature

he DSS and Dalit movements have contribut-

ed immensely to Kannada literature. Wri-

ters including Dr. Siddalingaiah, a noted
poet, and Devanura Mahadeva, novelist and story-
teller, have been involved in the activities since the
early 1970s. They were instrumental in organising
the conference of Dalit Writers and Artists in 1976.
Along with Krishnappa and others, they played a
role in holding the first convention of Dalit stu-
dents in Kolar in 1983.

Siddalingaiah’s poems reached a larger au-
dience through the activists of the DSS. His poems
were instant hits, becoming anthems of sorts of
the movement. The activists of DSS would begin
their programmes singing Siddalingaiah’s poems.

Noted critic D.R. Nagaraj, in his The Flaming
Feet, says, “There are two different modes of Dalit

writing and they can be called the schools of ‘so-
cial rage’ and ‘spiritual quest’.” He puts the writers
- Siddalingaiah, Mullur Nagaraj, Mogalli Ganesh,
Aravind Malagatti, Ma.Na. Javaraiah, Munivenka-
tappa, Gangaram Chandala, Chinnaswamy and In-
dudhara Honnapura - in the school of “social
rage”, which concentrates “basically on the expe-
riences of anger, agony, and revolutionary hope.”

Dr. Nagaraj includes Devanura Mahadeva, K.B.
Siddaiah and Govindaiah in the school of “spiritual
quest” because their works tried to “understand
the world of poverty and untouchability in terms
of metaphysical dismay over the nature of human
relationships.” These writers have not only en-
riched Kannada literature through their creative
works, but also worked towards bringing Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar’s writings into Kannada.

Source: The Hindu, p.14, March. 1, 2024

B. Krishnappa (in the left corner with spectacles) and other leaders of Dalit Sangharsha
Samiti in Chitradurga in the 1990s. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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Large crowd during ‘apelitical’ convention named
“Dalits Cultural Resistance’ on the occasion of B.R.

Ambedkar’s ‘Mahaparinirvan Diwas' at the National
College Grounds. FILE PHOTO

Government to hold a judicial probe by
Chikkamagaluru district judge G.
Channaveerappa. The risk the activists took did
not go to waste. The tradition of naked worship
was stopped.

Fights and their outcomes

The organisation fought against atrocities against
Dalits reported across the state. “The activists hit
the streets opposing the bonded labour system,
resulting in violence against them in many
instances. But these efforts resulted in the passing
of the law on the prevention of atrocities against
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in 1989.
The DSS and its activities have brought about
significant changes in the state,” said Prof. B.L.
Raju, who teaches English at Ripponpet in
Shivamogga district.

Devanura Mahadev, Siddalingaiah, N.
Venkatesh, Kotaganahalli Ramaiah, M.
Venkataswamy, Mavalli Shankar, Sridhar Kaliveer,
Lakshminarayana Nagavara, Guruprasad
Keragodu, Indudhar Honnapura, Chandra Prasad
Tyagi, M. Jayanna and many others have led the
movement, shouldering responsibilities at
different stages.

The leaders had differences over joining
politics and facing the elections, and other issues.
Gradually, many senior leaders left the
organization to form their own factions. Hence, at
present, there are many forums that are splinter
groups of the original DSS.

Gurumurthy said that their unit is planning to
hold many events to mark the 50th year of the
organization.

Back to Contents
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Urban Affairs

BMRCL initiates feasibility
study for Namma Metro
expansion to city outskirts

In the 2024-25 Budget, CM had outlined plans to expand metro to Tumakuru and Devanahalli

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Bangalore Metro Rail
Corporation Limited
(BMRCL) on February 23
issued bids for consultancy
services to prepare a feasi-
bility study report for the
expansion of Metro rail
corridors to the outskirts
of the city.

The expansion is divid-
ed into two packages. The
first package, spanning 50
km, will include three cor-
ridors: Challaghatta - Bida-
di, Silk Institute - Harohalli,
and Bommasandra - Atti-
bele.

The second package will
cover a 60 km corridor, en-
compassing Kalene Agrah-
ara (Gottigere), Jigani, Ane-
kal, Attibele, Sarjapur,
Varthur, and Kadugodi
Tree Park.

According to BMRCL of-
ficials, the feasibility study
will evaluate crucial ele-
ments such as the choice of
trains like Normal Metro,
Metrolite or Metro Neo
projected ridership, align-
ment, station placements,
and construction expens-
es. In the recent 2024-25
Karnataka Budget, Chief

i
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In November last year, Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar instructed the BMRCL to formulate a

Detailed Project Report for the extension of the metro network up to Bidadi. FILE PHOTO

New metro lines

= The first package,
spanning 50 km, will
include three corridors:
Challaghatta - Bidadi, Silk
Institute - Harohalli, and
Bommasandra - Attibele.

= The second package will
cover a 60 km corridor,
encompassing Kalene
Agrahara (Gottigere),
Jigani, Anekal, Attibele,
Sarjapur, Varthur, and
Kadugodi Tree Park.

Minister Siddaramaiah had
outlined plans to expand
the Namma Metro to Tu-

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, Feb. 24, 2024
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makuru and Devanahalli.
“The feasibility report for
extending the metro rail
from Bangalore Interna-
tional Exhibition Centre to
Tumakuru and from Kem-
pegowda International Air-
port to Devanahalli on a
Public-Private Partnership
basis will be prepared,” Mr
Siddaramaiah had said.

DPR Reoprt

In November last year, De-
puty Chief Minister and
Bengaluru Development
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
instructed the BMRCL to
formulate a Detailed Pro-
ject Report (DPR) for the

extension of the metro net-
work up to Bidadi.

Meanwhile, the corri-
dors for which BMRCL
sought a feasibility study
on Friday are not included
in the Comprehensive Mo-
bility Plan (CMP) of 2020.
The CMP proposed an ex-
pansion of the Metro net-
work in Bengaluru to 317
km, outlining corridors
such as J.P. Nagar 4th
Phase-Kempapura along
ORR West, Hosahalli-Ka-
dabagere along Magadi
Road, Whitefield - Domlur
Line, Katamnallur Gate -
Sarjapur Road - Hebbal,
and Inner Ring Metro.



Just 907 public toilets
for 1 crore B’lureans

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: After having re-
corded its best ever Swachh
performance only a month
ago, Bengaluru cuts a sorry
figure when itcomestopublic
sanitation facilities. The city,
with a population of slightly
over1crore, has only 907 pub-
lic toilets, according to the la-
test data made available by
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahana-
gara Palike (BBMP). That wo-
uld translate into every 11,000
Bengalureans having to ma-
nage with one public toilet.

No consolation can be
drawn from the fact that the
907 toilets are spread across
Bengaluru’s 800-sqgkm area.
This doesn’t translate into
more than a toilet for every
sqgkm area, as 181 toilets are
reserved for the civic workers
(pourakarmikas) who keep
the city clean and tidy.

Ananalysis of BBMP data
on public toilets shows that
Bengaluru has seven types of
public toilets across its eight
administrative zones. While
there are only 360 public toi-
lets, the civicbody hasalsoset
up six community toilets for
groups of households that
don’t have access to individu-
al toilets. This apart, the city
has 161 e-toilets at major com-
mercial locations, 17 modular
toilets, and 10 eco-friendly
and precast toilets. Further,
172 Indira Canteens also have
toilets used by the public.

But if you are wondering
about the condition of these
toilets, a big disappointment
awaitsasthereisnoendtothe
complaints. “Public toilets
for women in Bengaluru are
nothing but a mess. Shortage
of water, poorlightingandar-
rogant staff, these toilets ha-

Photos for representation
- X -

Public
Community (BBMP)

Etollets] 161 1%, ACKING: On Friday,

Modular 17 deputy chief minister
Eco-friendly ODF + precast 10 DK Shivakumar admitted
Restrooms for civic workers 181 the glaring disparity
Indira Canteen| 172 | between population
Total growth and public
socesawp | Sanitation facilities

ve all the problems. People
justavoid these toilets as are-
sult,” said Bharati Shetty,
BJP MLC.

‘372 more toilets planned’
On Friday, deputy chief mini-
ster DK Shivakumar admit-
ted the glaring disparity bet-
ween the population growth
and public sanitation faciliti-
es. “We're planning to build
372 additional public toilets
in the coming days. Private
investors have also evinced
interest in building toilets in
Bengaluru. We'll discuss
with them and build efficient
toilets,” he said, adding that
recently Bengaluru secured
the ‘Water Plus’ distinction
in the latest Swachh ran-
kings. “Water Plus is a para-
meter to assess the sanitation
facility and Bengaluru has
scored well,” he said.

“A total of 15 state-of-the-
art model eco-friendly pre-
cast toilets with five-year ma-

intenance will be built under
the first phase of Shubra
Bengaluru, and 46 such toi-
lets will be built in the second
phase. A total of 246 new pub-
lic toilets will be built under
SIP (structural insulated pa-
nels) and 15 more community
toilets are also on the cards.
Under Amrutha Nagarotha-
na, another 50 toilets (restro-
oms) have been planned for ci-
vic workers as well,” a senior
BBMP official said.
Shivakumaralsorevealed
that tenders have already be-
enfloated for building100 she-
toilets in places where there
is huge footfall of women, in-
cluding garment-textile
hubs,andshoppingareasona
public-private partnership
model. “These will have fee-
ding rooms, resting rooms,
mobile charging points, sani-
tary vending machines, auto-
matic sensors, solar lighting,
security system and other fa-
cilities,” the deputy CM said.

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Feb. 24, 2024
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DEALING WITHDWELLINGS

Although low-cost

eseneet A |9kh homes for city’s poor:
the governmenthas

allotted just10% of

such available houses.
Political interferenceis
among the many reasons
fornon-implementation

Where are the takers?

The challenge

oftheplan

SHREED N
BENGALURU, DHNS

he need for low-cost housing is dire

in Bengaluru, which houses lakhs of

new poor migrants every year. Lack

of appropriate housing makes people

face substandard living conditions.
The governmentisindeed aware of the issue,

Under one such attempt to solve the problem, | /

in 201
construction of 1 lakh houses for the econom-
ically backward sections in Bengaluru Urban
district. Named Chief Minister's Multi-storey
Bengaluru Housing Scheme, this aims to build
apartments with flats with one bedroom, hall
andkitchen (IBHK) measuring 320 sqft.

Thescheme

The scheme was revised, the land was allotted,
and the work is in progress even after six yeurs
Theapar

three to 14 floors. Each flat costs Rs 11.78 ]akh
Ont of this, for SC/STS, the state will subsidise

they get a message stating it. Then, a virtual
bank account is opened, and they are asked to
deposnan initial amount of Rs 50, 000 Tmsde-

of funding
single-floor
houses

very urban municipality is sup-

posedtodedicate 22.75%of funds

from the Budget for the devel-
opment and welfare of the Scheduled
Caste/Scheduled Tribe community.
Under this money, funds are also given
10SC/STpeople who own lands tobuild
single-floor houses on sites measuring
less than 20 feet X 30 feet.

The demand for the Onti Mane
scheme is high, says Vikas Kishor
Suralkar, Special Commissioner in
charge of the Welfare section at BBMP.
However, the scheme’s implementa-
tion lies in the hands of BBMP's Zonal
offices.

As aresult, there is no consolidated
data on the number of beneficiaries,
applicants and funds disbursed avail-
able with the BBMP’s Welfare section

andRsl 5 lakh will come: from the Prime Minis- Available Available for asofdate.
ter’s Awas Yojana (PMAY). a house from the available flats. The balance Area under public eonstinionts All the joint commissioners were
Forth 1l Rs1.2lakhwill fund must be deposited before the category asked to share the data for the scheme
fromthe Vajpayee Urban Housing Scheme,and  of the project, after which they are given the B lore South 13 917, since 2016-17 after a review meeting
Rs1.5lakh subsidy will be provided from Prime - possession certificate. anedlore held in January, as the BBMP figured
Mi s Awas Yojana (PMAY), thereby giving out there was some mismatch and ir-
asnhsidya[ Rs2.7lakh for lhc beneficiary. Demand high, allocatlon poor R 308 904 regularity with the numbers. However,
ay of- 26 271 the data s yetto reach the BBMP head
ﬁcn.ls J d 10%. lor scheduled mbes Areserva- office.
giving unique numbers related to their identity - tion of 10% is available for mi and 50% 5 272 However, the schemeallowsonlyone
card numbers, caste certificates, i floor. Since the land is at a premium,
and ration card numbers. These numbers ved for them, ) manywhoavail of theschemealso bui
bills and rd numbers. Th be 809 2,074 hoavail of theschemealsobuild
are matched against the same data from other whuh arelucared un the ground floor. vertically, more than the sanctioned
deparments,suchas the Reveueor Foodand _ About 0% ofthehousesunderthes 2421 4,279 area.Therules prohibitthe beneficiar
ivil Supply Departments, to weed out illegal  reser for the local people from the constitu- ies from renting out the houses built
beneficiaries. ency where the project is being planned. Local Yeshwantpur 3,287 4,631 using SC/ST funds, but extra floors are
“We have availed web. services. which means A shraya C: Anekal 1,073 1,996 builtillegally with their own funds and
will G 5 rented out.
thedata h d online. Ashryaa Ce Total 7,942 14,644 “Thecity needsa minimum of 8lakh

eligibility,” says an official from Rajiv Gandhl
Housing Corporation Limited, which is in

by local members of the legislative assembly
(MILAs) and have Executive Officers from the

chargeof funds for

in the state. “More than 56,000 applications

have been received for the scheme,”he says.
Once the beneficiary’s eligibility is finalised,

Rural Dy Panchayat Raj depart-
mentas member secretaries.

The rest is for non-local people from other
gans of the city whowanta low-cost house The

194
out of the 18,016 available for the publicin this
category. The number of nna]loncd flats: 1smuch
higherfor
to be allotted out 016,546 ﬂaxs Whamtherea
son for this?

Sources say many beneficiaries do not pay
theinitial deposit. “The reason i al most
of the time. Some local leaders promise the
beneficiaries that the price will be reduced or

2 deposit money will be waived. So people prefer

to wait rather than pay,” says an official prefer-
ring anonymity.

“To date, under the scheme, 57,735 flats have
been commissioned to be built 35,878 ﬂats are

2BHK flats under CM's 1 lakh housing scheme
N TOTAL PUBLIC FLATS M AVAILABLE FOR BOOKING

Dasarahalli

Yeshwantpur

Anekal

KR Puram TOTAL

for a 2BHK home under lhe_ schgme. says l_he steps in with low-interest loans from national-

open for

not

There are also 2-BHK units under the same
scheme. Pricedat Rs14.7 lakh, these getnosub-

Rumours that the government will increase

“These houses have no subsidy, and thestate  the pnce of such flats is yet another cause of

We  conce

ome.

houses for the urban poor who cannot
afford housing,” says Ashwin Mahesh,
an urban expert working on issues in
Bengaluru He exp]ams thatwhen the
land is at a premium and houses are
unaffordable, the government should
consider increasing rental housing
even for the poor and create a path to
ownership in the scheme. He feels the
schemes that allow only one floor in
the city are flawed and make no eco-
nomical sense.

Sources say many buildings with
extra floors have no plan sanctioned
by the BBMP and pay taxes under the
Bkhata. Some buildings built using the
Onti Mane scheme near the Mysore
Road Satellite Bus Stand were found
tobe close to drains, with four floorsin
20X40sites,andsomeofthem havenot
been given the letter of possession.

The BBMP officials, off the record,
admit that the space limit of 600 sqft
allowed to be constructed under the

Lifts were reportedly dismantled in the houses built by

scheme is small. However, there is
no policy decision yet that allows a
larger area to be constructed using
the funds.

Iy f ghtheyfall  have to find loan sources on our own,” he says, ~ Offic uals say that the decision to hike the price
under CM's Multi-S Housing  adding that it will help if the state the,

Scheme. Among the 1 lakh houses, there will
Feedback: pointblank@ deccanherald.co.in

onlybe 6,700 2-BHK units.

induding
alack of piped water supply and poor quality

Teer

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Feb, 24, 2024
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Building asafer
Bengaluru

Ensuring public
safety is imperative to
sustaining the city’s
economic momentum

RAMAN GUPTA

rime and violence pres-

ent a significant chal-

lenge to the economic
development of any city.
Bengaluru, slated to be the
fastest-growing city in the
Asia-Pacific region in 2023,
works round the clock as the
Silicon Valley of India. The
city has become home to peo-
ple from diverse geographies,
cultures,and nationalities, cre-
atingunique challenges for its
urban safety ecosystem.

The Bengaluru Safe City
project is envisaged as a solu-
tiontoaddressissuesrelated to
urbansafetyand policing. Cre-
ating a safe city necessitates a
comprehensiveand integrated
approach toinformation tech-
nology systems. Key elements
of urban safetyinclude:

u Surveillance systems: Moni-
toring technologies like CCTV
cameras help deterand detect
criminal activities.

= Lighting: Well-lit streets
and public spaces increase
safety by reducing hiding spots
and improving visibility.

= Emergency Services Inte-
gration: Quick response times
from police, fire, and medical
services.

= Public transportation se-
curity: Ensuring the safety of
commuters through meas-
ures like surveillance, emer-
gency buttons, and security
personnel.

= Community policing: Build-
ing relationships between law
enforcement and the com-
munity to enhance trust and
cooperation.

= Smart infrastructure: tech-
nology integration to manage
traffic, monitor public spaces,
and respond to emergencies.
m Public awareness and edu-
cation: awareness about safe-
ty measures and promoting
community involvement in
maintaining security.

= Environmental design:
planning urban spaces with
safety in mind, such as design-
ing streetscapes todiscourage
criminal activities.

m Cybersecurity: protecting
digital infrastructure from
cyber threats to maintain the
safety of critical systems.

= Disaster preparedness:
Plans and infrastructure in
place to handle natural disas-
ters or other emergencies.

The Bengaluru Safe City
projectcomprisesvarious ele-
ments mentioned above:
= Surveillance systems: The
project comprises the instal-
lation of 7,500 cameras at
around 3,000 important and
sensitive locations. The cam-
eras are equipped with artifi-
cial intelligence-based video
analytics capabilities and data
retrieval capabilities based
on pre-defined criteria. More
than 600 body-worn cameras
are operational, with officers
encouraged to wear themdur-
ing public interactions.
= Emergency response sup-
port system: A dedicated cen-
tre equipped with trained per-
sonnel to receive and process

emergency calls, dispatch ap-
propriateresponse teams, and
coordinate overall emergency
response efforts. Namma 112
is the emergency response
number of the Bangalore city
police, with location-based
services for faster response.
= Command and control
centre: A state-of-the-art
Command and Control Cen-
tre (C&C) is established with
cutting-edge technologies,
including Al and data analyt-
ics, to collect, process, and an-
alyseinformation fromdiverse
sources in real-time. The feed
fromall 7,500 cameras will be
stored and can be viewed on
a real-time basis from here,
and all 250 Hoysala vehicles
thatare patrolling around the
clock in the city are also con-
trolled and managed by this
C&C centre.
m Public awareness and ed-
ucation: Under this project,
various training programmes,
conducted by top academic
and research institutions like
NIMHANS and NLSIU, focus
on gender sensitization, good
behaviour, and soft skills for
policemen on duty as well as
other stakeholders.
= Focus on women’s safety:
The project has a special em-
phasis and focus on women’s
safety as it was initiated out
of Nirbhaya funds. Certain
schemes, like the women’s
help desk in all police stations,
critical care response units in
government hospitals to help
womenindistress,and aninte-
grated Nirbhaya centre forpro-
viding shelter and emergency
help to victims, are operation-
al. Another innovative feature
is the creation of 50 women’s
safety islands in crime-prone
areaswherewomenindistress
can contact control rool witha
mere touch of a button.
m Cybersecurity: The Bengalu-
ru Police Cybersphere Centre
of Excellence (CoE) represents
aforward-looking visionaimed
at creating a modern R&D
and think tank for research
on emerging technologies
and combating cyber crimes.
This CoE will be established in
collaboration with leading IT
companies in Bengaluru.
m Mobile Forensic Units: Fo-
rensic units play a crucial role
in crime scene investigations
and law enforcement. These
specialised vehicles have the
tools and equipment needed
for forensic analysis. Eight
such mobile forensic units
have been made operational
and are manned by scene-
of-crime officers, who are
trained for the purpose. The
opening of a high-tech C&C
centre for Bengaluru City
Police is a big leap in that di-
rection. The next challenge
before us is to integrate the
crime database, police IT,and
camera feeds for real-time
monitoring and analysis. Uti-
lising data analytics to pre-
dict potential crime hotspots
based on historical patterns
will enable the police to al-
locate resources proactively.
Expected to be completed in
three months, this project will
contribute to creating a safer
environment for the citizens
of Bengaluru.

(The writeris Additional
Commissionerof Police, East,
Bengaluru City)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Feb, 24, 2024
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BBMP directs drilling borewells in
58 areas with drinking water crisis

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP)
Chief Commissioner Tush-
ar Giri Nath directed offi-
cials to dig borewells in 58
areas which are reeling un-
der drinking water crisis.

Mr. Giri Nath said 131
crore has been disbursed
to dig borewells in Maha-
devapura, R.R. Nagar,
Bommanahalli, Dasarahal-
li, and Yelahanka includ-
ing 110 villages.

He was speaking after a
coordination meeting held
with Bangalore Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB) and BBMP which
was chaired by Additional
Chief Secretary (ACS), Ur-
ban Development Depart-
ment, Rakesh Singh.

Mr. Giri Nath said that
they had identified 58
areas in the city that suffer
from acute water crisis. Of
the 58, 16 are in Mahade-
vapura, 25 in R.R. Nagar,
five in Bommanabhalli and
three each in Yelahanka
and Dasarahalli zones.

He directed the officials
to call tenders to dig bore-
wells to supply water. He
also told the BWSSB offi-

People queue dp for potable water at a ‘water ATM’ at Rajarajeshwarinagar on Saturday. People

in many parts of Bengaluru are facing difficulty owing to water scarcity and depleting levels

in borewells. K. MURALI KUMAR

cials to dig borewells in Re-
verse Osmosis (RO) plants
to keep the supply to the
units intact.

BWSSB Chairman Ram
Prasath Manohar said that
there were 10,995 govern-
ment borewells in the city
and of them, water levels
had decreased in 3,700
borewells and 1,214 bore-
wells had completely
dried up. He further said

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, Feb. 25, 2024
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that BWSSB had identified
257 dry spots in the city,
where drinking water had
become a problem and
was taking measures to
supply water to these
areas through water tank-
ers.

Apart from 68 water
tankers the BWSSB pre-
sently has, they have rent-
ed over 200 more tankers
and are in the process of

buying 18 more, he said.
He informed that for 110
villages, 40,000 water
supply connections are
provided and tankers are
also being used.
Meanwhile, the city
needs 9.48 tmcft of water
from Cauvery between Fe-
bruary and July 2024,
which the city’s civic agen-
cies hope will be priori-
tised and provided for.



Z850-crore skydeck likely to
come up on NGEF land

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: The proposed
250-metre-tall skydeck is lik-
ely to come up on a 10-acre
land at NGEF in Byappana-
halli and initial estimates ha-
ve put its cost at Rs 850 crore,
according to Bruhat Bengalu-
ru Mahanagara  Palike
(BBMP) officials.

Chief minister Siddara-
maiahinhisrecentbudgetsa-
id that internationally re-
nowned architects have been
invited to prepare a novel de-
sign for the skydeck that will
become a landmark tourist
destination in Bengaluru.

The BBMP has floated a
tender to hire agencies to pre-
pare a detailed project report
(DPR) and allotted Rs 3 crore
for the purpose. The officials
said the skydeck will be built
using funds from the state

With an initial cost
of Rs 850 crore, the
skydeck will be the
tallest view tower
in the country

govt and the project wing of
the BBMP will implement the
project without going for a
public-private partnership
(PPP) model.

A senior official said the
palike had initially identified
two properties — the NGEF
land and the Mysore Sandal
Soap Factory land at Yesh-
wanhpur — for the project.
But, now it has finalised the
NGEF land to implement the
project and an official anno-
uncement will be made soon.

Hesaid the BBMP’s initial
estimates put the cost of the
project at Rs 850 crore — aro-
und Rs 350 crore to construct

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Feb. 26, 2024
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the skydesk and another Rs
500 crore to build its commer-
cial portions.

“We will implement the
skydeck project in two divi-
sions. We will construct the
skydeck in part A and will es-
tablish its commercial por-
tions including hotels and a
theatre subsequently,” the of-
ficer explained. “The exact
cost for the project would be
released soon after the prepa-
ration of the DPR,” he said.

Accordingtothe BBMP of-
ficials, the skydeck will be
the tallest view tower in the
country. The base part will
havefacilities such asashop-
ping area, restaurants and a
theatre. The top portion will
feature a roller-coaster sta-
tion,anexhibition hall,asky
lobby, a skydeck for panora-
mic view, restaurant and bar
anda VIP area.



South Western Railway to develop
15 stations in Bengaluru division

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The South Western Rail-
way (SWR), under the Am-
rit Bharat Station Scheme
(ABSS), is set to develop 15
railway stations in Karnata-
ka, with the Prime Minister
scheduled to launch the
programme on Monday.

According to SWR, the
enhancement of stations
will be done in Bangarpet,
Channapatna, Dharmapu-
ri, Doddaballapur, Hindu-
pur, Hosur, Kengeri, K.R.
Puram, Kuppam, Malles-
waram, Malur, Mandya,
Tumakuru, Ramanagara,
and Whitefield.

The improvements in-
clude the installation of es-
calators, smart parking fa-
cilities, upgraded toilets,
and other amenities.

As part of the ABSS, the
launch will incorporate the
commencement of the re-
development of 554 rail-
way stations and 1,585 road

Amrit Bharat Station Scheme. FILE PHOTO

overbridges (RoBs) and
road underbridges (RUBs)
throughout India.

An official stated that
development and infras-
tructure projects totaling
¥372.13 crore will be imple-
mented in 15 stations with-
in the Bengaluru division.

“The ABSS is a signifi-
cant initiative of Indian
Railways designed to im-
prove stations by identify-
ing specific stations, esta-
blishing comprehensive
objectives, devising mas-
terplans, and executing

Source: The Hindu, p. 3, Feb. 26, 2024
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them in phases to enhance
various station facilities,”
the official added.

These enhancements,
in the first phase, encom-
pass bettering station ac-
cessibility, waiting areas,
toilet facilities, lift and es-
calator installations as
needed, cleanliness, offer-
ing free Wi-Fi, setting up
kiosks for local products
through initiatives like
‘One Station One Product’,
enhancing passenger infor-
mation systems, establish-
ing executive lounges, de-

signating  spaces  for
business meetings, incor-
porating landscaping, and
catering to the unique re-
quirements of each sta-
tion, according to SWR.

The second phase of the
scheme emphasises up-
grading station structures,
integrating stations with
the surrounding city areas
on both sides, promoting
multi-modal connectivity,
providing facilities for indi-
viduals with disabilities
(Divyangjans), implement-
ing sustainable and eco-
friendly solutions, intro-
ducing ballast-less tracks,
incorporating ‘Roof Plazas’
when required, and consi-
dering the feasibility and
phasing of improvements.

On Monday, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi is
scheduled to inaugurate
the commencement of de-
velopment projects for 554
railway stations and 1,585
road overbridges/under-
passes.
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Water tanker prices breach
12,000 mark in parts of city

There are instances of tankers charging as high as 32,500, for a load of 12,000 litres, in Whitefield and Varthur areas

WATER WOES

K.V. Aditya Bharadwaj
BENGALURU

s the water crisis
A worsens by the day
in the city, especial-

ly in the outer zones, the
prices of water tankers are
skyrocketing. The cost of
12,000 litres of water has
for the first time crossed
the 32,000 mark in parts of
the city.

In the absence of any
regulatory mechanism for
pricing of water tankers,
the prices are random and
extremely variable.

There have been in-
stances of water tanker bu-
sinesses charging even as
high as 2,500, for a load
of 12,000 litres in White-
field and Varthur areas,
worst affected by the water
shortage this summer,
sources in the water tanker
business said.

Even a tractor of 4,000-
litre capacity is being sold
in the range of 700 -
%1,000, and a 6,000 litre
tanker load costs in the
range of 31,200 - 31,500,
said Ajay Gowda, a water
tanker dealer in South East

The high demand for water and the low supply, as many borewells have gone dry, has driven
the prices northwards. BHAGYA PRAKASH K.

Bengaluru.

The high demand for
water and low supply as
many borewells have gone
dry owing to failed mon-
soon, have driven the pric-
es northwards.

“We are now going as far
as 25 km away from the ci-
ty to get water. The area of
commercial exploitation of
water is shifting further
away from the city. Every
trip the tanker travels over
50 km. While we were able
to fill a 12,000 litres tanker
in under half an hour ear-

lier, it now takes more than
3 hours as the water levels
have gone down and be-
come thin. This limits the
extent to which we can ex-
tract water in a day,” ex-
plained Praveen Reddy, a
water tanker businessman
in Doddanekkundi.
Jayalakshmi, a home-
maker from Varthur, said
that the water tanker sup-
ply was erratic and there
was no regulation on them.
“If one needs a tanker load
of water, we need to book
it 2-3 days ahead and even

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, Feb. 28, 2024
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then there is no guarantee
that we will get water. It’s
like an open bid. When we
call tanker drivers, they of-
ten say the prices have
gone up and give the load
we booked for someone
who is ready to pay a high-
er cost,” she said.
However, the prices of
water tankers are not the
same across the city. A
crowdsourced survey by
Bangalore  Apartments’
Federation showed that on
an average 1,000 litres of
water in a tanker costs 131

in the city ranging from
%100 in Electronics City to
3238 in R.R. Nagar. Howev-
er, the survey doesn’t in-
clude responses from all
areas.

Deputy Chief Minister
and Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar recently acknow-
ledged that 25% of the
city’s water needs were be-
ing met by water tankers
and said the State govern-
ment was mulling on a reg-
ulatory mechanism to cap
the prices of water
tankers.

This has not gone down
well in the water tanker
industry.

“Our costs have skyrock-
eted and we cannot be
forced to do business in-
curring losses and pay the
price for the government’s
failure to provide water to
residents. We have suf-
fered huge losses during
the pandemic and this year
too, though there is high
demand we are not able to
meet it. There are talks of a
water tanker strike in the
industry, if the government
goes ahead with price reg-
ulation,” a senior in the in-
dustry said, but wished to
remain anonymous.



Bescom records all-time
peak demand for February

The peak demand of 8,128 megawatts was recorded on February 23

Jahnavi T. R.
BENGALURU

s an indication of
Athe impending sit-
uation in peak

summer months, the elec-
tricity demand in the Ban-
galore Electricity Supply
Company (Bescom) region
peaked at an all-time high
of 8,128 megawatts (MW)
for the month of February.

The peak demand was
recorded on February 23.
Interestingly, even in the
previous year, the peak de-
mand for February — at
7,496 MW — was recorded
on the same date. In the
Bengaluru Metropolitan
Area Zone (BMAZ), while
the previous year’s peak
demand for February was
3,259 MW, this year, it was
3,518 MW.

“There are three main
reasons for the increase in
demand — rising tempera-
ture, agricultural and in-
dustrial requirements,”
said S.R. Nagaraj, General
Manager, Consumer Rela-
tions, Bescom. “As the
weather has already be-
come hot, consumers have
increased their usage of
fans and air conditioners.
The same is the case with
large industries. Moreover,
without rain, agricultural
pump sets are also using
more electricity. Hence the
peak demand has shot up,”

Even in the previous year, the peak demand for February — at 7,496 MW — was recorded on the same
date. FILE PHOTO

he added. The peak de-
mand for March is estimat-
ed to be 8,300 MW and it
may continue climbing in
April and May.

However, if there is
good rainfall before that,
the demand may reduce,
the official said. He also as-
sured that despite in-
creased demand, there will
be no load shedding as the
government has made ar-
rangements for adequate
power supply.

“There is no need for
farmers, industries, stu-
dents (who are writing ex-
aminations) and any other
consumers to worry as
there will be no load shed-
ding this year,” Mr. Nagaraj
added.

Even as Bescom officials
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continue to claim that
there are no unnecessary
power cuts, consumers re-
port otherwise.

Power cut complaints
Hundreds of complaints
have been pouring in on
social media pages of the
power utility and the con-
sumer helpline number. 1

In fact, on February 28,
the helpline received
19,678 calls out of which
docket was registered for
over 9,400 power-supply
related complaints. The
helpline gets around
10,000 complaints a day,
of which most are related
to power supply according
to officials.

“They claim every year
that there will be no power

cuts during summer. But,
as the days go by, we expe-
rience the same kind of un-
official load shedding ev-
ery year. There are
frequent power cuts and
officials always say that it is
related to maintenance,”
said Shravani. M, a resi-
dent of BTM layout.

Mr. Nagaraj said that as
it is the examination sea-
son, Bescom is not even
taking up quarterly main-
tenance to not cause incon-
venience to students. “Un-
less it is emergency
maintenance, we are not
cutting power supply in
any area. If they are expe-
riencing power cuts, con-
sumers can complain to us
and we will resolve it im-
mediately,” he said.
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