Society and Economy of
Karnataka in News

VOoPR: FEBRBRRY

An I nitiati weadft etnBE®@unroedtawoci o
economic issues pertaining to Karnat al
dankewspapers

CONTENTS

Agri cul ture

Decentrali sati on

Economy

Educati on

Environment
Heal t h

Gender

Governance

Soci al | ssues
Urban Affailr s




AGRICULTURE

Amidst gloomy scenario, agricultural
sector gets slew of innovative schemes

Budget announces scheme titled ‘Karnataka Raitha Samruddhi Yojane' to promote integrated and sustainable farming to boost farmers’ income

B.S. Satish Kumar
BENGALURU

midst the gloomy
A scenario of agricul-
ture sector repor-

ting a negative growth of
1.8% due to severe
drought, the State Budget
for 2024-25 has announced
a slew of innovative
schemes for agricultural
development, including a
scheme titled Karnataka
Raitha Samruddhi Yojane
for promoting integrated
and sustainable farming
for boosting farm
incomes.

The proposed scheme,
which is in tune with the
present day requirement
of making farming a sus-
tainable activity through
integration of allied sec-
tors, seeks to create aware-
ness among farmers about
ways of increasing their in-
comes by taking up a com-

To promote sustainable agriculture in drought-affected and rainfed areas and for soil and water

conservation, the Budget announced that 5,000 waterbodies will be created over five years. FILE PHOTO

bination of activities relat-
ed to agriculture, animal
husbandry, horticulture,
and dairy farming.

The scheme involves
technical counselling by
experts on various aspects,
including information on
soil testing and soil charac-
teristics, selection of crops
based on soil characteris-

tics and market demands,
new farm practices and
technologies, storage and
value addition besides
creating market linkages.
The Budget also seeks to
create the Agriculture De-
velopment Authority un-
der the chairmanship of
the Chief Minister to facili-
tate effective implementa-

Source: The Hindu , p. 8, Feb. 17, 2024

Floriculture market in

Bengaluru

tion of policies related to
agriculture and allied activ-

ities, besides ensuring
proper co-ordination
among these
departments.

In a bid to tackle serious
drought situation in the
State, the Budget has not
only continued Krishi Bha-
gya scheme, but also an-

The Budget presented by Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah noted that floriculture is practiced
on 40,000 hectares of land across Karnataka.
Hence, to promote the sales and exports of these

floricultural crops, a well-equipped commercial

Panel to be constituted

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

An expert committee will
be constituted to examine
the feasibility of starting an
agriculture university in
V.C. Farm of Mandya dis-
trict in Karnataka, accord-
ing to the Budget.
According to sources,
the government was ear-

lier keen to announce the
setting up of a new Univer-
sity of Agricultural Scienc-
es in Mandya, but has now
decided to move cautious-
ly following opposition
from prominent academi-
cians and experts. The Hin-
du had reported the go-
vernment’s move to set up
a University of Agricultural
Sciences in Mandya.

nounced measures to build
further on the scheme. To
promote sustainable agri-
culture in drought-affected
and rainfed areas and for
soil and water conserva-
tion, the Budget an-
nounced that 5,000 water-
bodies will be created
over five years. According
to sources, the waterbo-
dies will be bigger than the

floriculture market of international standards will

be set up in the capital city of Bengaluru, under

Public-Private Partnership.

Source: The Hindu , p. 6, Feb. 17, 2024

Krishi Hondas (agricultural
ponds) and aim at provid-
ing protective irrigation to
crops during summer.

The highlight of the Bud-
get is that it focused on
food processing to increase
farmers’ incomes and an-
nounced setting up a sepa-
rate Food Processing Direc-
torate under Agriculture
Department.
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Focus on consolidation of farm schemes, use of tech

Agriculture VITTAL SHASTRI activities, apart from continuing | district, Ittangihal in Vijayapura  The allocation of funds provides
g BENGALURU, DHNS Krishi Bhagya Yojane. district and Pujenahalli village in  for the development of cocoon
St illet ‘The Namma Millet programme 1 BengaluruRural district. markets in Ramanagara and Shid-
ressonmite he budget by Chief Minister  will make millets available at af- Most of these projects will bede- laghatta in Chikkaballapur district
consumptlon, %idgasrgg\aiah h?s ealrr}larkﬁd lordnh‘lje;grices,lil\;cmany asls,O(})‘O veloped ;:ndel‘;:ih]e private-public a; acost 1‘711 Rs gg crore in ﬂ;)e first
: s 6,688 crore funds for the water bodies wil created in the partnership model. phase and Rs 250 crore in the sec-

§ECU ring stable agriculture sector. drought-affected areas of the state ond phase, apart fromasubsidy for
income for It has launched the Karnata- inthe next five years. I Horticulture &sericulture raw silk reelers and an incentive
farmers ka Raitha Samruddhi Yojane by The budget details settingup kisan  of Rs 30 per kg for bivoltine silk

consolidating various schemes to  Food processing directorate ‘malls in select districts to provide ~cocoons.

guide farmers on securing a stable
income, selecting crops based on
the soil ch istics and market

A separate food processing direc-
torate will be constituted to avoid

demands, soil testing, new agricul-
tural practices and technologies
and creating marketlinkages to get
better prices for their produce.
Focus on private partnership is
another highlight of the budget.
The Agriculture Development
Authority will be setup to facilitate
effective i i i

and to help farmersearn areasona-
ble price for their crops.
Measures will be taken to
strengthen the Karnataka State
Agricultural Produce Processing

and ExportCorporation (KAPPEC) |

to promote the export of agricul-
tural and horticultural produce, as

oli- wellas blish food parks near

ciesrelated toagricultureand allied

Source: Deccan Herald,

airports at Sogane in Shivamogga

p. 7,Feb,17, 2024

The Budget proposes to create 5,000

farmers with horticulture-relat-
ed guidance, along with a well-
equipped floriculture market of

'| internationalstandardsinBengalu-

ru. Research and plant protection
activities will be prioritised to pre-

‘Manpower shortage'

“Fund allocation for the agricul-
ture sector is not sufficient. The
lack of workers will pose a big
challenge to the government in

Spice park in Cmagaluru
A spice park will be established
in Chikkamagaluru district and a
college of horticulture sciences at
Alamel in Vij; district.

the schemes. It is
an ambitious Budget and its plan
can be implemented only through
private partnership and financial
assistance from the Centre,” ac-
cording to farmer leader Prof C




Budget keeps hopes of farmers alive

heinfluence of the agricul-

Prof RS DESHPANDE ture sectoris quite vital.
Visiting Professor at The economy of thestate
for Social Gl it
Change, hand though
Bengalury sector contributes ameagre 13%
1o GSDP.

Rural Karnataka is facing
an exodus of workforce from
agriculture to non-agriculture
activities. An alarming factis
thatabout 3.44 lakh cultivators
have leftagriculture in the state

EXPERTSPEAK

» between 2001 and 2011 and this
DrKHALIL SHAHA exodus may increase by the time
Researcher we get the new census data.

Among the five guarantees
provided last year, the largest
beneficiaries are the farmers and
the persons from rural Karnata-
ka with direct transfer of benefits
tuned to Rs 50,000 t0 55,000
per household. The farmers had
placed genuine demands before
the government, like purchasing
centres for MSP operations,
anincrease in FRP by Rs 150,
revisiting the Agricultural Credit
Policy, regularisation of Bagar
Hukum cultivators and a pension
scheme for farmers above 60
years of age. Many of these are

notdifficult to lmplement and

declared new schemes with need-

will have onl;
onthe ﬁnances and hence, wu]d
have been fufilled.

Another lurking issue is the
reductioninarea and low-value
additionin food grains. The share
of food grains has been consist-
ently replaced with non-food
grain crops and reached less than
24%; the food grain economy
needs attention and that should
happen through MSP procure-
ment, value addition, inputs,
and marketing infrastructure
support. The chief minister has

edinput, marketand
institutional support.

Picking up the growth of the
agriculture sector is essential to
keep the pace of overall growth.

The CM has emphasized integrat-  e-

ed agnculture Many mhemes
are going to be with

Millet is proposed to help agri-
tech firms and retail chains. To
enhance soil and water conser-
vation, 5,000 water bodies are
proposed in the next five years.
Along with these programmes,
software to advise on

pests, diseases, and nutrient

anewscheme called ‘Karnataka
Raitha Samruddhi Yojana’. The
soil testing and soil information
based on the soil health card will
be given to the farmer.

To encourage millets, a new
programme called ‘Namma

export promutlon
an Agri Accelerator Platfors m is

and allied sectors is up from
Rs8,538.1croretoRs 9,942.4
crore and that would come to Rs
11,478 per operational holding.
In this, the subsidy to the sector
alone accounts for Rs 4,596.7
crore. There cannot be two views
that this budget is presented in
difficult times. Itis the skill of
the FinLance Depar:.fnen( and tlle

proposed for the p
agricultural and homcultural
produce and training to farm-
er-produce organizations (FPO)
has been proposed.

The allocation for agricultural

15 budgets, and kept the economy
under control. Difficult times
arereflected in last year’s deficit
but not to the extent that many
economists perceived.

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 6, Feb, 17, 2024

Raitha Yojane brings hope in times of distress

AGRICULTURE

K SHIVA KUMAR @Mysuru

WITH the demand for scien-
tific prices for farm produce
getting louder and greater, to
making the agriculture sector
lucrative with an integrated
system, Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah has announced a
novel Karnataka Raitha Sam-
ruddhi Yojane, bringing new
hope for farmers who have
been battered by consecutive
drought and floods.

Claiming that the govern-
ment’s top priority is to make
agriculture sustainable and
lucrative, CM Siddaramaiah

Source: The New Indian Express

allocated Rs 6,688 cr -- 2 per
cent of the total budget -- for
agriculture and horticulture.
He announced that integrated
agriculture would be encour-
aged from the current finan-
cial year, with guidance and
support to the farming com-
munity. Comprehensive agri-
culture is inclusive of agricul-
ture, animal husbandry,
horticulture and dairy farm-
ing; it also involves selection
of crops based on soil charac-
teristics and market demands,
other than raising awareness
about new agricultural prac-
tices and technologies, and
market linkages.

Though the budget is silent

on loan waiver, Siddaramaiah
announced the creation of an
Agriculture Development Au-
thority to facilitate effective
implementation of policies.
The CM announced a Food
Processing Directorate to avoid
wastage of agricultural pro-

. p.5, Feb, 17, 2024

duce and bunch all food
processing schemes under the
directorate. Food parks are to
be set up near airports under
the Public-Private Partnership,
at Sogane in Shivamogga, It-
tangihala in Vijayapura dis-
trict and Pujenahalli in Ben-
galuru Rural district.

He announced the reintro-
duction of Krishi Bhagya Yo-
jane which had become ex-
tremely popular during the
earlier Congress tenure, and
allocated grants of Rs 200
crore. Community seed banks
are planned to protect local
seeds that are on the verge of
extinction, and millets will be
promoted in a big way.

State to get its first seaambulance

MANGALURU, DHNS: A
long-pending demand of fish-
ermen was realised with the
chief minister announcing on
procuring the state’s first sea
ambulanceata costof Rs7 crore
in the budget on Friday.
Presently, the emergency
evacuation of fishermen during
accidents along the coast are
done by Indian Coast Guard

(ICG). Former-ICAR Emeritus
Scientist (Economics) Ram-
achandraBhatta, welcoming the
CM’s promise on introducing
seaambulance, said the cyclones
and disastersalong the coasthad
increased in recent times.

The government has pro-
posed to invest Rs 3,000 crore
inthe comingyears for all-round
development of fisheries sector.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Feb,1 7, 2024

The CM proposed setting up
a fisheries research centre at
Manki or Kasarkod in Honnavar
taluk, a well-equipped fishing
harbour at Murudeshwar in
Bhatkal taluk, aqua parks and a
modern fish market in Bhadra-
vathi. Thisapart, the budget pro-
posed opening anewinland fish-
eriesskill development centre at
Almattiin Vijayapura district.
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MILLET PUSH <

DRIVES A MENU RESET

Though a traditional crop in
Karnataka, several myths
abound millets — they are
not tasty, they're costly, and
hard to digest — hindering its
adoption by the multitude.

Yet, ever since the UN
tagged 2023 as the
‘International Year of
Millets’, there has
been a renewed
interest in the ancient
grain. TOI catches up with

a few who have incorporated
millets in their daily diet, and
some experts who say its
adoption is picking up pace

Hamsaveni.N@timesgroup.com

aggregator Swiggy saw an
exceptional growth of 124% in
orders for millet-based dishes in
2023, the ‘International Year of
Millets'. It was also the year when
the G20 summit hosted in New Delhi
grabbed the world's attention for gastro-
nomic reasons too — chefs in the city liter-
ally competed with each other rustling up
millet-based idlis, rotis and thalis, koftas
and risotto, and even dessert.

Millets or ‘shri anna’ have been
around for long — way before social me-
dia made a ‘superfood’ trend out of them.
Their advantages are plenty: they're a
powerhouse of protein, fibre and min-
erals, they require less water and pesti-
cides to grow, and most importantly, they
can be cooked in the most innovative
ways. But despite the global push, their
adoption has been shockingly slow in
India, which tops in millet production
globally. Unless you're a health nut, or
suffer from a disease that requires you to
cut down on your gluten consumption,
it's unlikely that millets have made their
way into your urban diet.

Until the Green Revolution, millets
formed 40% of India’s overall grain out-
put and were a major part of the diet.
The agri revolution, rather unintention-
ally, almost obliterated millet produc-
tion, besides changing food choices of

the people by habituating them to carb-
intensive grains like rice and wheat.

MAKING THE HARD SWITCH

It has been more than two years since
Geetha Luthiya, a homemaker in the
city, has shifted entirely to a millet-based
diet. After being diagnosed with Sick

you should never mix different varieties
of millets; before cooking a meal, you
must soak the millet overnight.”

Geetha keeps alternating millets to
make her meals tasty. “If I cook ‘little
millet’ for lunch today, it will be foxtail
millet tomorrow. I'm now researching
on how to make snacks like chakli and

Euthyroid (a where
bubbles of fluid form in the breast),
Geetha was put on a ketogenic diet for
two months — surviving only on raw or
boiled vegetables — when
she was introduced to
millets, “When I found
out I could eat chapati,
idlis and other dishes
again, but made out of
millets, 1 immediately
switched to it,” she says.

The change was not easy
though. “Istarted with mil-
let ambali (a type of fer-
mented porridge made us-
ing ragi). I continued with
it for nearly three months
to build some confidence
about the new diet. I tried other recipes
only after that,” she says.

Geetha depends on online resources
for new recipes. Now she makes chapati,
idli and dosa using millets. “I use all
kinds of millets. When millets become
the key grain of your meals, it's impor-
tant to know a few pre-dressing steps —

using millets,” she says.
Geetha says it's just a myth that the
prep-time for millets is longer. “Be it mil-
lets or wheat orrice, there
isn't much difference
in the time it takes to
cook the basic fare,”
says Geetha. “We
are so accustomed to
rice and wheat that
none of us really want to
give millets a try, despite
o their widely-known
health benefits. When
I tried introduce mil-
lets to my family and
friends, they said a
big ‘no’," rues Geetha.
Hariram, a techie who
has successfully incorporated a full-
fledged millet meal once a day into his
family’s diet, says that all it takes is a
change in mindset. “I happened to taste
a millet dish during one of my jogs on
GKVK campus. I loved it, and since 1
was aware of the health benefits of mil-
lets, I took some expert help to add it to

Source: The Times of India , p.2, Feb. 19, 2024

my household menu,” says Hariram,
who found it a bit challenging in the ini-
tial few months. Hariram helped his
parents scour the web to learn how
to cook millets, and how each kind
of millet should be treated before it is
cooked. “It took some time to replace a
certain amount of rice and wheat in our
diet with millets, but I'm happy that both
my parents agreed for the transition
without much frown.”

BACK ON THE MENU

Chef Vijaya Baskaran, general secre-
tary of Indian Federation of Culinary
Associations, says he has been curating
millet recipes for several hotels and res-
taurants. “These grains have been a part
of our diet since ancient times, but they
took a backseat after the Green Revolu-
tion. I think the International Year of
Millets will be remembered as the turn-
ing point in the story of millets. Their

has i i

since 2023, he says.

Talking about why people find full-
fledged adoption difficult, Vijaya says
there are a lot of myths surrounding
millets: they're tasteless and bland,
they're difficult to cook, among others.
“People are switching to millets slowly
but surely We're noticing the shift as
people are now more willing to try
millet-based dishes at hotels and restau-
rants,” he says. The challenge, he says, is
little to no knowledge about millets and
how to cook them the right way, caus-
ing people to avoid even trying out new
recipes at home. “Now there are plenty
of value-added millet products avail-
able in the market for people to try the
grains without going through the whole
process of making something from
scratch,” he says.

Another city-based consulting chef
says that over the years, the acceptance
of millets has drastically gone up. “The
past few years, I have incorporated a
vast variety of millet dishes in menus
everywhere from top hotels to local res-
taurants in the city. To truly see a change
in the market, we'll have to give it some
time to let people get accustomed to it.
The demand, in fact, has increased over
the years, but the supply is less, making
the product costly,” he says.

AMILLET ECOSYSTEM

The ‘LRigu’ millet cafe at Gandhi Krishi
Vigyana Kendra (GKVK) campus caters
to a range of people — students and fac-
ulty, morning walkers, joggers, legal and
medical professionals, and athletes fre-
quent the cafe that opened in November
last year: “It's only been a few months
now, but we get a large number of visi-
tors. And to my knowledge, we are the
only ones to have set up a millets cafe on
government property,” says Srinivas G
V, director of Beam Foods, a millet-based
kitchen that runs the cafe.

Ashwathy Das, key resource person
with Beam Foods, says the primary goal
of ‘LRigu’ is to introduce millets to the
public and undoing the myth that millets
are tasteless. ‘LRigu’ sells millets-based
breakfast items like bisi bele bhath,

sweet and kara ke-

a at Kau-

sari bhath, millet protein dosa, millet
puri, millet puff chaat, millet crunchies
chaat, banana smoothie, millet coffee
smoothie, millet choco malt, and millet
sprouted malt.

PACKAGING IS KEY

Attractive packaging plays a major role
in promoting millets, just like any other
product. “Earlier, millet packets availa-
ble in the market used to look very plain
and simple. But nowadays, the packets
are colourful and creative...it catches
people’s eye,” says chef Vijaya Baskaran.

THE KARNATAKA STORY

Karnataka is the third largest produc-
er of millets in India. Ragi and jowar,
cultivated extensively in the state,
inspire two signature eats of Karna-
taka cuisine — the ‘ragi mudde’ and
‘jolad roti’. Nucchu, a form of upma
made from jowar, is quite popular in
north Karnataka. Dr Deepak Ganga,

very Hospital, says there are very few
families in Karnataka who follow a
traditional diet, and such families still
consume ragi as primary grain. “After
the Green Revolution, a fast moving
and busy lifestyle has stopped people
from consuming traditional grains of
the state ...unless one becomes super
health conscious. However, we haven't
lost the hold on production and con-
sumption of our traditional millets.”

MILLETS ON MIDDAY MEAL?

At the International Millets Trade Fair
held in Bengaluru in January, chief
minister Siddaramaiah announced that
the govt will introduce millets at state-
run food subsidization programme In-
dira Canteens, and for midday meals at
schools so that “children can be healthy
and strong”. Since taste is oftentimes ac-
quired, introducing children to millets
at a young age could make it easier for
them to make it a part of their daily diet.

FARM TO KITCHEN: KNOW YOUR MILLETS

° Mllle1sam ® They haveahlgh content of ® Help in rendering health
fatty acids, benefits like reduction in blood

mdddlh Mﬂyh‘.m.ﬂ sugar level (diabetes),

dietary fibre, making minerals, such as calcium, blood pressure, thyroid,

them easy for the iron, zinc, and i and
magnesium celiac diseases

India nsmelargestproducer of mil- ICMR-National Institute of Nutrition says the

lets accounting for about 41% of the quantity of millet should be around 33% of the

world production in 2020 and 83% of total cereal consumption the day. For

Asia’s millet cropping area. India
produces around 12 million MT
(metric tonnes) of millets annually,
according to ministry of agricul-

XU lifestyle requires 2759 of cereals, in-

(VIIRRIRY cluding nutri-cereals (millets), daily. So,

the portion of millets would be about

ture and farmers welfare data. MAJOR: The 1/3rd or 33% (90-100g of millets per
In India, millets have been an major millets day) of the recommended quantity
integral part of tribal food in include sorghu YOUR
the states of Odisha, Madhya  owar) and pearl ' IN YOUR DIET .
Pradesh, Jharkhand, millet (bajra) J* Millets can be used in preparing
Karnataka, and avariety of dishes. Cereals can
be replaced with millets for any
SOAK BEFORE USE preparation like roti, dosas,
There's a reason why mil- N R cheela, cookies, cakes, por-
Jets need to be soaked be- The finger millet (ragi/ idges, upma, biscuits, idl,
fore use. “Soaking (over: randua), foutall milet pancakes, tikki, salad, ladoo,
night) is the primary (kangni/talian millet), littie pulao, payasam, breads etc.
major pre-dressing it (kutki), kodo millet, barn- ¥ s combination o! millets
activity one should do yard millet (sawan/jhangora), | and lequmes provide a
before cooking millets. proso millet (cheena/com- better quality of complete
‘millets can "“z"’""""ﬁ& ?l’(':r:g”“ pmteln. Itis recommended to
release phytic acid while add legumes (pulses) to millets
cooking, and it would hinder in the ratio of 3:1 (millets: pulses)
absorption of other nutrients. Con- for having an optimum balance of
suming anything in excess is unhealthy, essential amino acids
says Dr Deepak
and interventional endoscopy consuft- | MOST SEARCHED
ant at Kauvery Hospital, Marathahalli. ® Swiggy reports 124% growth in orders for
“Difficulty in digestion and issues with mmmmm and a 38%
constipation are the major myths ..s_‘..‘...zozs
surrounding millets. In fact, millets © Foxtail, buckwheat, jowar, bajra, ragi,
have a good amount of fiber content rajgira, and amaranth were the most searched
‘which will help in easy bowel

movement,” he adds

keywords in the healthy food category

Source: Kat ight ks, 15541 & Swiogy



DISGRUNTLED LOT Ryots Launch Protests, Say Budget Has Nothing For Them | Nearly 3!

Farmers’ anger leaves Cong, BJP
in muddle over election strategy

BV.Shivashankar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With farmers in
Karnataka and in several
north Indian states on the
war path, both Congress and
BJP are at a loss at devising
an effective strategy for the
Lok Sabha elections.

Hours after chief minister
Siddaramaiah presented his
budget, farmer organisations
in Karnataka kicked off an
agitation claiming the budget
had little for them and “noth-
ing” to alleviate their distress
from drought.

Members of Karnataka
Prantha Raitha Sangha
(KPRS) and Karnataka Rajya
Raitha Sangha (KRRS) held
protests in all 236 drought-hit

EYE ON LS POLLS

taluks on Friday even as Sid-
daramaiah was reading out
his budget proposals. Some
farmers later gheraoed agri-
culture minister N Chalu-
varayaswamy in Bengaluru.

“Both the Karnataka and
central govts are behaving as
if there is no drought in the
state,” said GC Bayya Reddy,
KPRS president. “While the
state budget has not even
mentioned drought, the Un-
ion government has been in-
different to our distress and
has not granted drought re-
lief from NDRF (National

TAKING EFFORTS TO REDUCE GRAFT: CM

Bengaluru: Chief minis-
ter Siddaramaiah

said his govt was taking
efforts to reduce, if not
eradicate, corruption
and that his govt has re-
vised some estimates for
projects being executed
by contractors. “Who
said there is no corrup-
tion? We are making
efforts to see that cor-
ruption is reduced,” he
said. He also criticised
the Centre for failing to
release funds to Karna-
taka, especially for
drought relief. “Farmers
are angry with BJP. We
presented two memo-
randa to Union ministers
in the past five months,
but we have not got even
a rupee till now. Who do
we turn to?” he asked.

NEED RELIEF: A group of farmers me
Bengaluru on Sunday and urged him to announce a loan waiver scheme

/)

t chief minister Siddaramaiah in

Disaster Response Fund).”
HR Basavarajappa, KRRS
president, said farmer or-
ganisations had requested
Siddaramaiah to waive crop
loans, but there was no men-
tion of it in his budget.
Reddy said all farmers or-
ganisations will meet this
week and plan agitations in
all villages. “This is the right
time to put pressure on both

parties. They should roll out
relief measures before ask-
ing for votes from farmers,”
said Reddy.

NDRF norms prescribe
input subsidy (compensation
for crop loss) at Rs 8,500 per
hectare in rainfed areas and
Rs 17,000 per hectare if the
land is irrigated. But drought-
affected farmers are seeking
Rs 25,000 per hectare.

Source: The Times of India , p.4, Feb. 19, 2024

While the BJP-led central
govt has not released funds
despite several requests from
the state govt — a central
inter-ministerial team had
also assessed the situation
last year — the Congress-led
state govt has granted com-
pensation of Rs 2,000 to some
32 lakh distressed farmers.

Both Congress and BJP are
trying to turn the scenario

into an election issue by blam-
ing each other. Congress has
already launched a campaign
highlighting the “injustice
meted out by the Centre to
Karnataka” which will be
their main election theme.

“It is the Centre’s duty to
grantrelief from NDRE"” said
Chaluvarayaswamy. “We will
do our best to help our farm-
ers. I will request the CM to
release the second instalment
of relief, but we appeal to
farmers to punish BJP.”

On the other hand, BJP
functionaries said they will
reach out to farmers with the
message that the Congress
govt has not granted drought
relief because it has mishan-
dled the state’s finances and
emptied the exchequer.

“While govts in all
drought-hit states have grant-
ed drought relief without
depending on the Centre, the
Karnataka government has
failed to do so,” said BY Vijay-
endra, BJP state president.

Vijayendra, who was in
Delhi to attend BJP’s national
executive meeting, apprised
central functionaries of the
political scenario in Karna-
taka. He said central BJP
functionaries will begin visit-
ing Karnataka soon. Finance
minister Nirmala Sitharaman
is expected to visit Bengaluru
this week and make a signifi-
cant announcement.



Farmers rej ect govt offer,
to go ahead with Delhi march

AJITH ATHRADY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

he protesting farmers
I on Monday rejected the
Union government’s
proposalto buy pulses, maize,
and cotton at minimum sup-
port prices (MSP) and an-
nounced they would go head
with their planned ‘Delhi Cha-
lo’march on February 21.
The Samyukta Kisan Mor-
cha (SKM) dismissed the offer
and insisted on bringing in a
law to give guaranteed MSP.
“After discussion with both
forums, it has been decided
that there is nothing in the
government’s proposal...This
isnotinfavour of farmers. We
rejectit,” farmer leader Jagjit
Singh Dallewal told the media.
The central point of conten-
tion remains the demand for
MSP on all 23 crops, as em-
phasised by the farmers. The
proposed government planin-
cluded the purchase of pulses,
maize and cotton cropsatMSP
forfiveyearsafter enteringinto
anagreementwith farmers.
SKM, whichled the 2020-21
stir,dismissed the offer, saying
itsoughtto “divertanddilute”
the farmers’demand for MSP.
The SKM insisted on nothing
less than the ‘C-2 plus 50%’
formula for MSP, as recom-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

Frmer leaders Sarwan Singh Pandh

[}

r and Jagjit Singh

Dallewal address reporters in Patiala, Punjab, on Monday. pri

D) 5 B DECIPHERS P

mended in the Swaminathan
Commission report.

Union Minister for Agri-
culture Arjun Munda, Com-
merce Minister Piyush Goy-
al and Minister of State for
Home Affairs Nityanand Rai
held the fourth round of talks
with farmer leaders. Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann was also present
during the talks.

A proposal was discussed
in which the government
agencies like NCCF (Nation-
al Cooperative Consumers
Federation) and NAFED

1, Feb, 20, 2024

MSP: What protesting
armers want

PI10

(National Agricultural Coop-
erative Marketing Federation
of India) will get into a con-
tract and buy produce pulses
--arhar, tur, masoorand urad,
and maize from the farmers
on MSP.

“Similarly, we proposed
that the Cotton Corporation
of India will enter into a five-
year agreement with farmers
to buy cotton crops at MSP.
Webelieve that cotton should
be revived in Punjab,” Goyal
said. The meeting started on
Sunday night and was held for
more than five hours.
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Mustardadds spice toK'taka rice bowlinrabiseason

VITTAL SHASTRI
KALABURAGI, DHNS

ustard, grownmainlyin
Mnonh and eastern India, has

entered Karnatakaina big
way with paddy farmersin the Tung-
abhadracommand area cultivating
itas the second crop (rabi crop).
According to agriculture department
data, the edible oil crop is now grown
onaround 7,000 hectares in Koppal
district and has penetrated Raichur
and Ballari districts as well.

Farmers opted for this crop as they
did not get water from the reservoir
to grow a second paddy crop follow-
ing monsoon failure last year.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

While paddy coverage is around
49,000 hectares in Koppal district,
itis grown only on 7,000 hectares
in the rabi season with borewell
water. Tungabhadra reservoir has a
command area of 9.26 lakh acres.

Farmers get two to three quintals
of mustard per acre and the prevail-
ingrateis around Rs 8,000 a quintal.
The average expenditure is Rs 3,000
anacre for seeds and pesticides.
Profits from mustard are expected to
be slightly higher than paddy, which
is Rs15,000-Rs 20,000 an acre.

“We experimented with mustard
four years ago when officials did not
release water during the rabi season,”
said Karatagi Ramanna, who has

Mustard crop grwn in Karatagi hobli
of Koppal district.

cultivated the crop on seven acres
instead of paddy this year. “We are
expecting Rs 60,000-Rs 70,000 if
theyield is good,” he said.

He expects this revenue to help
him meet the expenditure on cultivat-
ing the next paddy crop (khariff).

1, Feb, 21, 2024

Koppal Agriculture Department
joint director Rudreshappa said mus-
tard is a 60-70 day duration crop. He
said mustard is easy to sow as farmers
justsprinkle the seeds on the residue
moisture in their land.

“We had conducted a demonstra-
tion with a variety of mustard from
Rajasthan a few years ago. Farmers
grow dhaincha, pille pesaru and
sunhemp during distress to increase
land fertility and to use it as cattle
fodder. Now, more farmers are opting
for mustard to earn profits,” said Gan-
gavati Krishi Vigyan Kendra head and
senior scientist Raghavendra Yaligar,
who s also the director of Rapeseed
and Mustard Research.



Intense heat, low soil
moisture spell doom for

Bagalkot’s grape growers

A few farmers tryinginvainto
save crops with tanker water

v

JAMKHANDI
(BAGALKQT DISTRICT), DHNS

" I -‘he commercial crops of
the taluk - grapes and
pomegranate - are wilt-

ingdueto prolonged exposure

to high temperatures and hu-
midity and low and depleting
soil moisture. A few farmers
are trying in vain to save crops
with tanker water.
“Twoacresofgrape crop has
wilted due to lack of moisture.

Two borewellsin the farm have

dried up.I had spent Rs 8 lakh

three years back for the crop.

All my efforts to save the crop

have gone to waste. Crops in

the neighbouring farms too

have wilted. The story of many
farmersin the districtisno dif-
ferent,” Anand Desai, a farmer
from Savalagi, poured out his
woesto DH.

“The farmers of Gote, Gady-
al, Kajibilagi, Kannolli, Tungal-
Konnur, Hulyal and surround-
ing villages in the taluk have
lost their crops and mounting
debts meanttheyareinaknee-
deep crisis. The authorities
used to release water into the
canal every year. But this time,
with monsoon playing truant,
water didn’t flow in the canal
and the water table in the re-
gion has gone down further,”
Satish Ainapur, an aggrieved
farmer, said.

Avineyard at Savalagi in Jamkhandi taluk of Bagalkot district

has dried up completely due to sweltering heat and lack of
soil moisture.

“The prices of grapes and
raisins have decreased sharply
in the last two years. However,
therates of fertiliser and pesti-
cideshavedoubled. Because of
this, the growers are struggling
tomaintain thevineyards,” Ajit
Nyamagouda, a grape grower,
lamented

Kashinath Byadagi, a grape
grower, said the state gov-

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 3A, Feb, 22, 2024

ernment should rescue hor-
ticulture farmers with a new
scheme.

“The farmers would suffer
losses for four to five years
if the commercial crops like
grapes, lemon and pome-
granate wilt. The government
should bail the farmers out
withadequate compensation,”
he demanded.
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Govt. proposes to increase

Decentralisation

BBMP revenue, decongest traffic

The Budget makes a mention of the much-talked-about tunnel road. To check the feasibility, a small tunnel will be built

this year at Hebbal junction. The revenue target set for this fiscal is 14,790 crore. Last year, the collection was 3,155 crore

Shreyas H.S.
BENGALURU

he 2024-25 Budget
T presented on Fri-

day has proposed
to substantially step up the
revenue of the Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP), besides focusing
on decongesting Bengalu-
ru’s traffic through the im-
plementation of big-ticket
projects. The State govern-
ment has allocated 3,000
crore in the outlay for spe-
cial infrastructure projects
in Bengaluru.

The BBMP has successi-
vely failed to tap into the
city’s fullest revenue po-
tential, which the govern-
ment has proposed to fix.
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah stated that in the
next fiscal (2024-25), tax
collection is expected to
reach ¥6,000 crore.

The Budget said this fis-
cal, the civic body has col-
lected ¥4,300 crore, which
is ¥1,000 crore more than
the previous financial
year’s collection.

The revenue target set
for this fiscal is 4,790
crore. Last year, the
BBMP’s collection stood at
¥3,155 crore. The budget

£4€l

The Budget has proposed to mobilise additional non-tax revenue of 22,000 crore through a revised

advertisement policy and premium floor area ratio policy. FILE PHOTO

has also proposed to mo-
bilise additional non-tax
revenue of 32,000 crore
through a revised adver-
tisement policy and premi-
um floor area ratio (FAR)
policy.

Decongesting traffic

The other focus area is traf-
fic management. The bud-
get has proposed the
much-talked-about tunnel
road. Mr. Siddaramaiah
said: “The State govern-
ment has decided to re-

solve traffic congestion in
the city by constructing
underground tunnels.” To
check the feasibility, a
small tunnel will be con-
structed this year at Heb-
bal junction, where there
is high traffic congestion.
However, there is no men-
tion in the budget about
the total distance of the
tunnel.

The budget has also pro-
posed the commencement
of work on the 73 km Ben-
galuru Business Corridor

Source: The Hindu , p. 6, Feb. 17, 2024

(BBC), which was earlier
known as Peripheral Ring
Road (PRR). The cost of the
project is estimated at
327,000 crore and will be
implemented under the
Public Private Partnership
model. A request for pro-
posal has already been in-
vited for the project, and
land has already been
acquired.

It is also proposed to
build an additional 100 km
all-weather road by utilis-
ing space available within

the canal buffer zone. Un-
der this scheme, a 100 km
road is being developed,
he said.

The Chief Minister said
about 1,700 crore has
been allocated for the
white-topping of several
roads in the Central Busi-
ness District (CBD). The
State government will re-
lease about 900 crore for
this, and the BBMP should
fund the rest.

Under Sugama Sancha-
ra - Brand Bengaluru, the
BBMP is in consultation
with an expert committee
and based on the commit-
tee’s report, measures will
be taken to ease traffic con-
gestion in the city, he said.

Solar parks

Among the other projects
listed was a 250-meter-
high sky deck for which in-
ternationally renowned ar-
chitects have been invited
to prepare a novel design.
But there is no allocation
made for the project.

On the other hand, cap-
tive solar parks will be esta-
blished in various institu-
tions under the Urban
Development Department,
such as BBMP, BMRCL,
BWSSB and BDA.

BBMP gets Rs 3,000 cr, but focus is on mobilising funds

NAVEEN MENEZES

BENGALURU, DHNS resources.

Siddaramaiah said the BBMP is
he BBMP's over dependence — taking many initiatives to consol-
on the government for fund-  idate tax and non-tax resources.

ing seems to have taken a hit “Weare headed towardsrecord tax

as Chief Minister Siddaramaiah

body's court.

While the government has ear-  said. “Our

mobilize funds through its internal

collections of Rs 4,300 crore dur-
haskicked the ballbackon the civic  ing 2023-24. This is Rs 1,000 crore
more than the previous year,” he

Bengaluru.

‘menting these two poli

He also indicated the govern-
ment’s plan to bring in a new ad-
vertisement policy and a premium
floor area ratio (FAR) policy for

“Starting this year, additional
non-tax resources of Rs 2,000
crore will be mobilized by imple-

i

Funds for Bengaluru

ble within the canal buffer zone, a
250-meterskydeckand 73-kmlong

special grants.

Siddaramaiah proposed end-
to-end waste management from
households to the waste processing
centres. “The BBMP is procuring
50tol100acres of lands at four plac-
es for processing of waste and cre-

bills of projects approved by the ation of scientific landfill. This will

Rs 3,000 crore Rs 1,435 crore piipheraldngroad (FRR),
{ MR Officials said the allocation of Rs
[osiprot BMeEs ontalinire R 3,000 crore - which is s same as
the BBMP received last year - will
Rs 400 crore Rs 750 crore be used both for clearing the old
Bangalore Suburban Rail System Bengaluru Water Supply and
e government

e Bengaluru Solid Waste Man-

landfillsin the
city for the next 30 years,” he said.

‘marked Rs 3,000 crore to support
capital infrastructure, much of
the focus during the Friday's state
budgetwason the BBMPseffortsto

to reach Rs 6,000 crore in the year
2024-25 which will be achieved
by preventing leakages in the tax
collection system.”

Source: Deccan Herald,

Among the projects that were
mentioned in the budget include:
White-topping of 147-kms of road,

ashort tunnel road across Hebbal  junction, constructionofall-weath-  er road by utilizing space availa-

Rs 35 crore sengaluru Smart City

p. 4, Feb, 17, 2024

agement Ltd, which is an off-shoot
of BBMP, had sought Rs 600 crore
in the state budget but the new-
Iy-formed entity has not received

No funds were however earmarked
for this project which is eco-sensi-
tiveand runs against multiple court
and tribunal orders.



BBMP elections,
implementation of
BMLTA missed

ST
HE Karnataka
Budget 2024-25, ta-
bled in the state leg-
islature, offers a
glimpse into how
the Karnataka gov-
ernment thinks
about Bengaluru, the big-
gest economic engine. The
BBMP budget, which will
come soon, will offer more
insights into what'’s in store
for our city, but the state
budget does set the
direction.

The Shakti scheme has
infused new energy into
BMTC and, even more im-
portantly, the priority the
organisation gets from the
state government in terms
of fund allocation. With 42
lakh daily commuters,
BMTC is the lifeline of our
city and deserves all the fi-
nancial support from the
state government. 2,154
new buses is the kind of
news bus advocates have
been waiting to hear for
decades.

2023 has been a
landmark year
for Bengaluru in
terms of fighting
traffic conges-
tion. With the
Shakti and Pur-
ple line exten-
sion to Metro,

Brand Bengaluruand I urge
the government to establish
BMLTA without further
delay.

The record tax collection
in Bengaluru is a positive
sign of improved local gov-
ernance. BBMP must be
commended for addressing
the complex issues of tax
collection to a great extent.
Both state and union gov-
ernments benefit enor-
mously from all the taxes
paid by citizens of Ben-
galuru, but the BEMP is
often found without money
to run the city and looks
for grants from the state.
The only long-term solu-
tion for this is the State Fi-
nance Commission. As
Karnataka raised the is-
sues of devolution formu-
la, rightly so, from the Cen-
tre to state, it must also
look at state finances and
how they are devolved to
cities and panchayats.

Karnataka has been a
role model for decentralisa-
tion, but we haven’t moved
in that direction in the re-
cent decades. Developing
other cities finds
prominent men-
tion in the budg-
et, which is wel-
come, but
unrealistic with-
out devolving
funds and func-
tionaries to dis-

daily commuters SRINIVAS trict and city lev-
on ppblic trans- ALAVILLI el. Building
port increased by CIVIC ACTIVIST infrastructure is

nearly 30% - 2024
looks promising
as the vellow line
becomes operational and
new buses join the fleet.
The government should
have taken bold steps to
further strengthen public
transport, instead of also
trying to build a tunnel
which is likely to take a
long time with limited im-
pact. Though mobility sci-
ence and experience from
other cities established
that “move people, not ve-
hicles” must be the guiding
principle of any city, our
policymakers continue to
spend precious public mon-
ey on archaic ideas. The
fact that no new flyovers
have been proposed is a
positive sign, while the
sheer amount of money
poured into white topping
makes little sense when so
many outer areas have no
roads to begin with.

Lack of coordinated plan-
ning and execution across
transport agencies is a well-
known problem in Bengalu-
ru, and yet, the BMLTA
makes no mention while
some expert organisations
are seen as giving us solu-
tions. BMLTA is critical for

Source: The New Indian Express

important, but
equally impor-
tant is the politi-
cal and economic empower-
ment of districts and
cities.

A positive development
in terms of governance is
the formation of a Climate
Change Management divi-
sion in the BBMP with a
broader jurisdiction. As
Bengaluru becomes India’s
third city to adopt a Climate
Action Plan, the govern-
ance structures to deliver
on that action plan become
critical. Public participa-
tion, a forgotten subject,
finds mention in this con-
text. Without public partici-
pation at the grassroots, our
city cannot fight the many
challenges in preserving
the character of our city
represented by our lakes,
parks and green cover.

Though it finds zero men-
tion in the budget, I certain-
1y hope the government will
hold elections to the BBMP
at the earliest, without
which there is no public
scrutiny or accountability
We need our corporators
and mayor (2.5-year tenure)
to take office as soon as
possible.

. p.2, Feb, 17, 2024
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