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AGRICULTURE

Garlic prices skyrocket to
I500 a kg in Bengaluru

According to some traders, since there was a delay in the sowing of crops and as garlic has not reached the harvesting

phase yet, this has resulted in a supply crunch in the market

Rohith D.S.
BENGALURU

delay in the sowing-
A harvesting cycle has

led to the price of
garlic skyrocketing in mar-
kets in Bengaluru. At the
Agricultural Produce and
Livestock Marketing Com-
mittee (APMC) yard in Yesh-
wanthpur, garlic was selling
at 350 per kg on Friday,
while in retail markets, the
price had touched 3500 per
kg.
Prior to the hike, the sell-
ing price per kg of garlic
was around 1003250 in
wholesale markets and
3200350 in retail mar-
kets. According to some
traders, as there was a de-
lay in the sowing of crops,
garlic has not come to har-
vest yet, which has resulted
in a supply crunch in the
market.

Supply shortage

Jignesh Patel, a wholesaler
at the APMC, said that the
garlic supply to the market
majorly comes from Mad-
hya Pradesh, Gujarat and
Rajasthan. “Currently,
there is no production in

Prior to the hike, the selling price per kg of garlic was around 3100-3250 in wholesale markets and
3200-3350 in retail markets. ROHITD.S.

Gujarat and Rajasthan, and
we are getting garlic only
from Madhya Pradesh. This
has led to the price surge,
and this is one of the high-
est ever prices for garlic in
history,” he said.

The retail vendors, on
the other hand, have not-

iced a drop in garlic buyers.
Rajanna, a vegetable ven-
dor in Vijayanagar, said, “I
started purchasing lesser
quantities of garlic from the
wholesale market as the de-
mand has reduced due to
the hiked price. These
hiked prices bring no profit

Source: The Hindu , p. 2, Feb. 11, 2024

to vegetable vendors,” he
complained.

The rates are expected
to gradually come down as
the supply is expected to in-
crease in the upcoming
weeks. “We saw a sudden
increase of ¥60-%70 per kg
in the last few days. Within

a few weeks, it might go
back to normal prices when
new crops hit the market by
the first week of March,”
said Bhavani Sona, another
wholesale trader at APMC.

Consumers upset

The rising prices of one
commodity after the other
have left consumers frus-
trated.

“These price hikes have
become a regular thing
now. First, it was tomato,
then it was onion, and now
it is garlic’s turn. We always
reduce the consumption of
the vegetable that starts
costing more, but the go-
vernment should do so-
mething to address these
fluctuations,” said Divya
Rao, a customer in Mudala-
palya market.

With garlic being one of
the essentials in the kitch-
en, hotels also have been af-
fected by the price rise.
“For now, they are manag-
ing by using processed gar-
lic paste, which is available
in the market, but we are
hoping that the price will
reduce soon,” said P.C. Rao,
president, Bruhat Bengalu-
ru Hoteliers Association.



Supply shortage, piggery
closure inflate pork prices

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
BENGALURU

Pork prices have been stea-
dily increasing in various
parts of Karnataka over the
past few months, primarily
due to a shortage of supply
in the market.

Pork prices have surged
to T500 per kg in Karnata-
ka, particularly in Bengalu-
ru, Kodagu, Dakshina Kan-
nada and Udupi, where
consumption is higher.

Industry insiders said
that an ongoing supply
shortage amid heightened
demand during the current
wedding season is a major
contributing factor. They
anticipate further increase
in prices in the coming
months if supply continues
to be insufficient. The scar-
city of pork meat in Benga-
luru is linked to the closure
of piggeries within the city
by authorities.

Manoj Kumar, a piggery
owner from north Bengalu-
ru, explained, “Several pig
farms operating within the
Bruhat Bengaluru Maha-
nagara Palike (BBMP) limits
have been shut down due
to concerns raised by local
residents. Over the past
year, authorities have di-
rected many piggeries to re-
locate outside the city. Ho-
wever, those who don’t
have land to establish pig
farms have discontinued
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repercussions on the catering
and food industries. FILE PHOTO

their businesses, resulting
in a shortage of meat in the
market.”

Yosephu, a pork meat
trader with a shop in Kora-
mangala, said, “We no lon-
ger get meat from Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana.
Traders there attribute this
to local municipal authori-
ties implementing a ban on
pig breeding under the
Swachh Bharat Mission,
aimed at maintaining clean-
liness in the city. In some
areas there, pigs roam free-
ly in towns. As a result,
authorities there have ta-
ken action against owners
of pigs, which led to a halt
in the supply of pork meat
to the market here.”

In Mangaluru, traders
have attributed the scarcity
of meat in the market to a
shortage of Duroc, a popu-
larly consumed pig breed.

Joel Pinto, a piggery
owner in Mangaluru, said,
“The primary cause is that
certain piggery owners,
concerned about diseases,

Source: The Hindu , p. 2, Feb. 11, 2024

opted to sell their stock to
wholesalers. They sold
their entire pig stock to
wholesalers, who subse-
quently sold it to the north-
eastern States. Apart from
this, the rise in fuel costs,
and expenses in piggery
farming contribute to the
increase in prices.”

In Kodagu, where pork is
considered a delicacy, the
price of pork has doubled
in the last three months.
Traders from Kodagu attri-
bute the price increase to a
shortage of pork meat sup-
ply. Muthappa B.N., a pork
shop owner in Virajpet,
said, “Previously, many pe-
ople in Kodagu used to
breed pigs at home, with
two to four pigs in each
households. However, this
practice has now been dis-
continued, leading to a re-
duction in meat supply to
the market.”

The rise is expected to
have repercussions on the
catering and food indus-
tries, potentially resulting
in higher rates for food or-
ders that could directly af-
fect weddings and other
events in Kodagu. Pandi
Curry, a renowned delicacy
in Kodagu, is often served
at various occasions, in-
cluding weddings, engage-
ment ceremonies, gather-
ings at ainmanes (ancestral
homes), naming ceremo-
nies, and other festivities.



THRUST ON THIRST MITIGATION

Those elusive drops
oflife’selixirinan
agonisingly arid year

Water rationing for agriculture,
industries likely as summer
progresses

v

N B HOMBAL
BENGALURU, DHNS

iththe onsetof summer, thestateislikely
‘ ;‘ / to face severe water scarcity in the days
tocome.

The water storage is under 23% in the reser-
voirs of the Cauvery basin, while that in the res-
ervoirs of the Krishna basin is recorded at 26%.

The severe dip in storage levels of reservoirs
has forced the government toresort to steps like
regulating release of water forindustrialand ag-
riculture needs till monsoonsetsin.

The government has already declared 195 of
the 236 taluks in the state as drought-hit.

No soil moisture
The droughtis so severe that there is hardly any
moisture in soil in the entire north-Karnataka
region, leading to crop failure. It goes without
saying thattheregionwill face a severe shortage
of drinking water in the days to come.

A senior bureaucrat in the water resources
department told DH that water in some of these
reservoirsis just above dead storage.

TN situation better

The situation in Tamil Nadu is fairly better as
water level in the reservoirs there are just 10%
less that that of last year. In Karnataka’s dams,
the water level is nearly 30% below last year’s
storage. The Central Water Commission (CWC),
initslatestreport, (February 8) on reservoirlev-
els highlights the grimness of the situation in
southern states.

Grimdam levels

According to the report, the total live storage
inthese reservoirsis 17.377 billion cubic meters
(BCM) or 33% of total live storage capacity.

There are 42 reservoirs under CWC’s watch
in the southern states with a total live storage
capacity of 53.334 BCM.

The report says that in these 42 reservoirs,
storageinthe corresponding period lastyear was
56%. The average storage in the corresponding
period of the last10years was 46% of live storage
capacity in these reservoirs.

Last week, Industries Minister M B Patil
and IT/BT Minister Priyank Khargeheld ameet-
ingto take stock of the situation in the industrial
areas of the state. The meeting was told that the
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Afarmer couple retrieves whatever they can
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. Feb'23 Feb'24
Reservoir (tmcft) (tmcft)
KRS 43.696 17.051
Harangi 3.29 3.42
Hemavathi 22 14
Kabini 132 13.2
Tungabhadra 47.128 9.539
Almatti 69.158 51.48
Ghataprabha 28.41 33.64
Malaprabha 15.83 9.51
VV Sagar 28.415 20.59
Amarja 1.197 0.413
Bhima 1.544 0.112
Supa 82.22 63.80
Karanja 5.950 5.400
Chandrapalli 0.626 0.455
Gandorinala 1.375 1.259
Mullamari (LB) 1.306 1.105
Mullamari (UB) 0.412 0.362
Bennithora 3.140 3.744

industrial areasrequire 290 million litres per day,
to meetdrinking water needs in these areas.

Industrial areas
Industrial areas of Bengaluru Urban, Bengaluru
Rural, Chikkaballapur, Tumakuru, Kolar, Dhar-
wad, Vijayapura, Kalaburagi, Ballariand Raichur
districtsarealready facinga drinking water crisis.
The revenue department has estimated that
6,097 villages and 1,186 wards in urban centers
arelikely tofaceacuteshortage of drinking water.

Al s .}%

after losing their maize croptosevere droht.
at Jamapur village in Davangere taluk. bH FILE PHOTO

Private borewells

Aspartofthe contingency plan, the government
has signed a memorandums of understanding
with owners of 2,404 private borewells to use
their water. Itisin the process of identifying more
borewells to draw water.

ProfH S Shivaramu, former head of agro-me-
teorology of the University of Agriculture Scienc-
es, said this year’s drought is one of the worst
droughtin the last decade in the state.

Huge crop loss
“Thedroughtissosevere thatof the 73 lakh hec-
tares of sown area, we have lost crops in 43 lakh
hectares. With average rain deficiency of 25%-
30%, dam levels have dipped considerably. The
governmentis leftwith nochoicebuttorationwa-
ter foragricultureand industrial needs,” he said.
Shivaramusaid only the southinterior Karna-
taka districts generally receive summer showers
from April to May.
“Though this rain will not help increase dam
levels, itwillincrease moisturein the soil,”he said.

N-K worse off

Prof Kamlesh Gandolkar, technical officer
of Bagalkot horticulture university, told DH
that the situation in north Karnataka region
is worse because water storage in Krishna
basin reservoirs is much less compared to the
requirements.

“We have to keep evaporation of water alsoin
mind asthisregion s hotter than the rest of Kar-
natakainsummer. The government hastoadopt
measures like rationing of water to mitigate the
crisis,” he said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

4B, Feb, 11, 2024




‘Anti-farmer’ Land
Reforms Act will
be amended: CM

i A P

It !
Women farmers during a convention organised by the Karnataka

Rajya Raitha Sangha in Bengaluru on Saturday. K. MURALI KUMAR

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Assuring that his govern-
ment is serious about the
welfare and rights of farm-
ers, Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Saturday an-
nounced that the
“anti-farmer” Land Re-
forms Act, 2020, enacted

by the previous BJP
government, would be
amended.

The Karnataka Rajya
Raitha Sangha (KRRS) has
been urging the State go-
vernment to revoke the
amendments and laws on
land reforms and Agricul-
tural Produce Market Com-
mittees (APMC) introduced
by the previous BJP govern-
ment, on the grounds that
they are detrimental to
farmers and have been
holding agitations.

The Chief Minister made
the assurance while speak-
ing after inaugurating a
farmers’ convention or-
ganised by the KRRS to
mark the 88th birth anni-
versary of farmer leader
M.D. Nanjundaswamy.

‘A motivation’

Accepting the demands
seeking a pro-farmer Bud-
get submitted by KRRS
members, the Chief Minis-
ter recalled his association
with Nanjundaswamy and
said his farmers’ move-
ment that was in favour of
socialist aspirations be-
came a beacon for solving
the problems of farmers.
“His struggle is a political
motivation for me,” the
Chief Minister said.

“While I was a law stu-
dent, Nanjundaswamy was
a law college professor. He
used to hold discussions
with students who were in-

While I was a law
student, M.D.
Nanjundaswamy was a
law college professor. He
used to hold discussions
with students who were
interested in politics.
These discussions
inspired me into politics.

SIDDARAMAIAH,
Chief Minister

terested in politics. These
discussions inspired me in-
to politics. He is the reason
behind my political career
and I became a Chief Mi-
nister twice,” Mr. Siddara-
maiah said.

“The study circle organ-
ised by the farmers’ leader
gave insight into many is-
sues. It gave clarity about
socialist economy and so-
cialist politics. Many lectur-
ers, professors, and wri-
ters used to come to this
study circle. It was benefi-
cial for me to meet and in-
teract with them,” he said.

“Nanjundaswamy was
active on behalf of farmers
till his end. Participating in
farmers’ struggle and
farmers’ conventions is al-
s0 a matter of great plea-
sure and pride for me.
Nanjundaswamy and farm-
ers’ struggle have affected
society and governments,”
he said.

The Chief Minister as-
sured the farmers that
their issues would be in-
corporated and addressed
in the coming Budget. “I
appreciate your stand
against communalism and
the spirit of struggle. Our
government is with you,”
he added.

Source: The Hindu , p. 7, Feb. 11, 2024
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CM holds pre-Budget talks with farmers

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Sunday met lead-
ers from farmers’ organisa-

tions as  part of
pre-budgetary  consulta-
tion exercise.

Leaders who attended
the meeting expressed
happiness at the guarantee
schemes being implement-
ed in the State. Among
about a hundred demands
that came from farmers
during the meeting were to

increase nutrition among
the farming community,
lake development, upgrad-

L

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah with leaders of farmers’ organisations during the pre-Budget consultation
meeting in Bengaluru on Sunday.

ing of skills of agriculture
officers to meet current
needs, and programmes in

the Budget to raise hope
among youth from the
farming community.

Source: The Hindu , p.4, Feb. 12, 2024
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PETA India members dressed in red gowns and angel wings for
distributing red roses to couples. K MURAL KUMAR

It’s

raining
Roses

Bengaluruss excellent location, climate and soil
condition greatly favour rose cultivation in and

around the city

BENGALURU

ed roses have ta-
Rken centre stage at
the International

Flower Auction Bangalore
(IFAB) Limited, with heaps
of that “eternal symbol of
love” being sold ahead of
Valentine’s Day on Febru-
ary 4.

Demand for red roses al-
ways goes up around this
time, agrees Veena A.M.,
Assistant General Manager
IFAB, a joint venture com-
pany of public and private
shareholders that seeks to
create a trading platform
for flowers.

According to her, the ov-
erall demand for roses, in
general, has increased con-
siderably since last year,
when the daily maximum
average volume of flowers
sold was about 6.57 lakhs.

“We sold out around 9.2
lakhs of roses yesterday, of
which 40-45% will be red
roses,” says Veena.

Bengaluru’s excellent lo-
cation, climate and soil
conditions greatly favour
rose cultivation in and
around the city, making it
one of the biggest expor-
ters in India. In fact, as Vee-
na points out, the growing
area has been extended by
almost 25-30% this year,
with growers hailing from
places like Kolar, Chikka-
ballapur, Anekal, Tumkur
and Hosur attending the
auctions daily. “Bangalore
is a flower hub due to the
flowers quality and shelf
life. Because of that, they
are  preferred,”  she
says, adding that the high
volume has ensured that
the average price of roses
has come down considera-
bly from last year.

Source: The Hindu , p.7, Feb. 14, 2024

Varieties of roses brought by farmers are being packed and kept for auction and
distribution ahead of Valentine’s Day. SUDHAKARA JAIN




2.9 crore rose stems transported
through KIA for Valentine’s Day

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Around 2.9 crore rose
stems, weighing 12,22,860
kg have been transported
through the Kempegowda
International Airport (KIA)
in Bengaluru this Valen-
tine’s season.

The Bangalore Interna-
tional Airport Ltd. (BIAL)
reported a 108% increase
in the tonnage processed
this year compared to the
same period last year.

The airport witnessed
exponential growth in
both international and
domestic rose shipments,
with 90 lakh stems bound
for international destina-
tions, marking a 14% in-
crease from last year and 2
crore stems shipped dom-
estically, reflecting a 148%
increase.

The top international
destinations for roses from

Avendor arranges roses at a
shop in K.R. Market in Bengaluru
ahead of Valentine’s Day. AFP

Bengaluru are Kuala Lum-
pur (Malaysia), Singapore,
Kuwait, Manila (The Philip-
pines), and Sharjah (UAE),
while top domestic cities
are Delhi, Kolkata, Mum-
bai, Guwahati, and Jaipur.
Maintaining  quality,
temperature control, and
ensuring faster turnaround
times are critical for per-
ishable items like roses.
KIA has invested in real-

Source: The Hindu , p.1, Feb. 15, 2024

There is a 108%
increase in tonnage
processed this vear
compared to the
same period last year

time tracking to empower
stakeholders to proactively
address temperature ex-
cursions, ensuring the in-
tegrity of sensitive pro-
ducts. Advanced
monitoring at dedicated
cold chain centres guaran-
tees an unbroken cold
chain, translating into fas-
ter handling, enhanced se-
curity, and sustainable
practices.

KIA, with its partners
WFS Bengaluru Private Li-
mited and Menzies Avia-
tion, is committed to ex-
panding its cold chain
capacity to approximately
80,000 tonnes per annum,
and investing in the export
of perishables.



Select panel recommends undoing changes
made to APMC law by previous BJP govt.

APMCs in Kolar, Shivamogga, and Raichur have welcomed the government move to amend the Act restoring the old provisions

IN THE LEGISLATURE

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

ecommending re-
Rforms to the Agri-
culture  Produce

Marketing ~ Committees
(APMCs) in the State, the
select committee of the Le-
gislative Council to which
the Karnataka Agricultural
Produce Marketing (Regu-
lation and Development)
(Amendment) Bill, 2023,
was referred to, submitted
its report to the House on
Wednesday.

The submission of the
report is expected to pave
way for its introduction
that will restore the APMC
jurisdiction for transac-
tions of agriculture pro-

The Bill, which seeks to undo changes brought in 2020 amid the

COVID-19 pandemic, had been referred to the select committee by

the Legislative Council. FILE PHOTO

duce and mandatory li-
censing for traders.

The Bill, which seeks to
undo the changes that
were brought by the BJP
government in 2020 amid

the COVID-19 pandemic,
had been referred to the
select committee by the
Legislative Council that
had not passed it when it
was placed in July 2023.

Source: The Hindu , p.6, Feb. 15, 2024

Earlier, the Bill had been
introduced in the Legisla-
tive Assembly on July 5,
2023, that was passed on
July 17. On July 18, the Le-
gislative Council had re-
ferred the Bill to the select
committee headed by
APMC Minister Shivanand
Patil.

Protecting properties

“The committee has
agreed with the restoration
of the law prior to its
amendment in 2020. We
have also made 29 recom-
mendations to reform the
APMCs. One of the biggest
concerns is to protect the
properties of APMCs
whose value is estimated to
be about %15,000 crore,” a
member of the select com-
mittee told The Hindu.
“The amendment is likely

to be moved during this
session.”

The report stated that of
the four APMCs that the
committee visited, the
changes brought by BJP re-
gime was supported in Ka-
laburagi  APMC. The
APMCs in Kolar, Shivamog-
ga, and Raichur welcomed
the government move to
amend the Act restoring
the old provisions.

While farmers’ groups
had protested the dilution
of APMC Act by the BJP re-
gime that meant the agri-
culture produce could be
sold anywhere, the Con-
gress had promised to rev-
ert to the earlier APMC re-
gime in the election
manifesto. Though the
farmers had opposed the
changes brought to the Act
by BJP, they had also point-

ed out at glaring problems
in the APMC yard that re-
quired reforms.

Recommendations
Among the 29 recommen-
dations made by the com-
mittee are introduction of
online facility in the mar-
ket yard to bring quick and
transparent transactions,
revival of defunct APMC
yards that have seen tran-
sactions decline due to
changes in crop pattern or
being old, keeping 5% of
the total APMC transac-
tions to strengthen finan-
cially weak APMCs and in-
tegrating financially
weaker APMCs with stron-
ger ones, renting out ware-
houses on APMC premises
to farmers at a discount,
and simplification of li-
censing procedure.



Kisans: North-South Divide

Why do Punjab farmers protest while their southern cousins don’t? Answer lies in differing aspirations

Narendar Pani

Asfarmers’ protests return to Delhi it is
notcertain protestersand policy makers
are talking about the same thing. Policy
makers -cutting across governments —
see demands of farmers in purely
economic terms and lean towards
letting market decide prices to be paid to them.

For farmers, their demands are expression of the
severe challenges they face from multiple transforma-
tions they've experienced. With governments, and
several experts, choosing to throw economic textbooks at
adrowning community calling for help, there isadistinct
possibility of India’s food security being compromised.

Farmers’ protests must be seen in the context of at le-
ast three major transformations. -

To better income | First is decli-
ningshareof agriculturein GDP.
In line with worldwide develop-
ment process, earnings from
non-agricultural sectors have
been growing much more rapidly
than agricultural income.

Productivity of land inIndia
is not comparable to the best
in the world, but even if that
gap were bridged agricultural
income would not be anywhere
near rapidly growing sectors
like infotech. With these diffe-
rences reflected in consump-
tion patterns, farmers aspire
for comparable incomes.

Forraised aspirations | Response
to these aspirations is determi-
ned by production patterns
generated in an older transfor-
mation, Green Revolution. Asis —
now widely known, irrigated areas benefited much
more from Green Revolution than dry land areas. This
created a clear divide between regions with high levels
of irrigation providing high productivity and regions
left behind.

In Green Revolution regions, raised aspirations
generate a demand for greater returns from agriculture.
Inregions that Green Revolution left behind, aspirations
are sought to be realised outside agriculture. Farmer
protests are thus largely led by Green Revolution
regions while other regions have thrown in the towel.

Global warming | Punjab’s leadingrole in these protests
can be traced to a third transformation: global impact
of climate change. Global warming is expected to reduce
frost in large areas of northern hemisphere thereby
increasing potential for agriculture. A Government
of Canada website speaks of opportunities to grow

warmer weather crops taking advantage of longer
growing seasons and fewer extreme cold events.

Thishas, arguably, contributed to Canadabecoming
more open to immigration of farming communities.
Farmers of Punjab, having demonstrated their agri-
cultural prowess in Green Revolution, are an obvious
target group. Their aspirations are influenced by what
their friends and relatives earn in Canada.

Markets no answer | Economists would have the market
decide the response to cumulative effects of the three
transformations. While this approach is academically
appealing, especially when fortified with mathematical
models, it does not take great insight to identify its
extremerisks.

The market could take agricultural production in a

direction far away from food security. In agriculturally
less developed regions, growth in food output would be
further constrained as the market demands workers
movefromagriculture tomorelucrative opportunities.

Migration no solution | In agriculturally advanced
regions, international migration, especially to countries
like Canada where migration-enabling networks already
exist, becomes even more attractive.

Negative effects of this movement out of agriculture
on food production would be further enhanced if
government follows advice of economists and encourages
farmers to move to more lucrative non-food crops.

Think food security | Impact of these trends on food
security may not seem particularly significant when
seen in terms of average availability of food, but there
are some complexities that can make their presence

Source: The Times of India , p.18, Feb. 15, 2024

felt. Existence of production cycles canlead tospurts in
prices of foodgrains. The frequency of these spurts could
increase if the per capita net production of food does
not grow rapidly. And there are some signs that the per
capitanet production of wheat could be tapering off.

For free food | To expect governments to stick religiously
to market logic on issues like food prices is clearly unrea-
listic. Ina political economy which has place for distribu-
tion of free food to 800 million people, no government can
be expected to ignore sharp spurts in food prices.

Much tothe chagrin of market-friendly economists,
governments periodically curb exportsasaresponse to
spurts in prices. This meets short-term requirements
of a polity that cannot afford food shocks, but only
serves to further alienate farmers.

— :
~ Incentivise farming | With a free
hand for the market being outside
the realm of practical politics,
the only way forward is to focus
onlong-term food security.

Since it is difficult to see any
government going back on the
current norm of free food for
800 million people, there is value
in being realistic and treating
this as policy goal. Target of an
agricultural policy must then
be to supply this food as well as
ensure that basic food for the
rest of the population is rea-
sonably priced.

This goal would prioritise
production of sufficient food,
ideally from most productive
lands. Farmers whoachieve high
levels of productivity and quality
would be entitled to higher prices
and possibly other support.
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Fix sick farms | At the same time government could
encourage setting up farm management cooperatives
that would manage, for a fee and without having any
rights to the land, large numbers of farms that are
currently less productive. These farms would benefit
from economies of scale and their owners would have
the option of seeking non-farm work. Government
could even help smoothen the process of movementout
of agriculture.

Look out for farmers | Task of ensuring long-term food
security while protecting interests of individual
farmers is by no means an easy one. But it is important
torecognise the way forward rather than simply sitting
in judgment over farmers who are facing the risks, and
opportunities, of multiple transformations.

The writer is dean of social sciences, National Institute of
Advanced Studies, Bengaluru



Drought and food inflation
drive grocery bill upwards

Traders say the failed monsoon in 2023 and the resultant drought are the reasons for higher

food prices and that the trend is likely to continue till after the monsoon

K.V. Aditya Bharadwaj
BENGALURU

hruthi H., a home-
Smaker from South

Bengaluru, said her
monthly grocery bill had
ballooned by at least 20-
25% over the last three
months and this has affect-
ed the monthly budget.
“We have to cut down on
some non-essentials in the
grocery list and also cut
down our expenses el-
sewhere,” she said.

Many customers are cut-
ting down many items of
their monthly grocery
bills, say multiple retailers
in the city.

“I have a set of house-
holds to which I supply
groceries every month.
Many have begun to cut
down on some items. One
of the main drivers of the
rally in food prices is rice,
which most households
cannot avoid,” said Rajash-
ekhar, who runs a super-
market in Sahakar Nagar,
North Bengaluru.

A kilo of Sona Masuri
rice that was being sold in
the range of 355 to 60 at
the beginning of the year
has now shot up to I78. A
kilo of Rajamudi rice has
crossed the 100 a kg
mark.

Cereals and pulses

The prices of most other
cereals and pulses have al-
so seen a sharp rise. Natu-
rally, the prices of deriva-
tive products like flattened
rice (avalakki) and ravas
have also shot up.

Owing to a fresh harvest
of tur crop in the Kalabura-
gi region in December
2023, the prices of tur dal
that had crossed the 3200
mark has come down des-
pite the harvest being al-

Rising price graph
_ Wholesale price Retail price today | Retail price as of Jan
today (in ¥/kg) (in ¥/kg) | 1,2024 (in ¥/kg)

Sona masuri rice 60 - 62 68-78 55

Rajamudi rice 85 100-110 60-70

Wheat 35-44 50 40

Ragi 40 45 35

Turdal 140 - 160 180 210

Urad dal 120-140 140 - 150 160 - 165

Bengal gram 100-110 140 110-120

Moong dal 100-110 140 110

Groundnuts 180 - 185 200 160

Sooji (Rava) 55-65 65-70 50-55

Flattened rice (avalakki) 70 80 60

Groundnut oil 175-190 200-210 220-235

Sunflower oil 100-110 125 165
when new crops start com-
ing in by September.

rise. Derivative products like flattened rice (avalakki) and ravas have
also become costlier in Bengaluru. FILE PHOTO

most less than half of a nor-
mal year, sources said.

The only other food
items whose prices have
come down are edible oils.
Shailesh Ladhad, a leading
oil merchant in the city,
said that the edible oils
market had stabilised after
the initial disturbance of
the Ukraine war and prices
had come down due to a
combination of factors in
the international market,
including currency
fluctuations.

Drought impact
Foodgrain merchant and
president of Federation of

Karnataka Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FKCCI) Ramesh Chandra
Lahoti said there was no
good crop anywhere in
Karnataka or elsewhere in
India.

“It is essentially the
failed monsoon in 2023
and the resultant drought
that is driving food prices
upwards. For instance,
there is no water even for
the standing crop of paddy.
Drinking water needs have
to obviously be priori-
tised,” he said, cautioning
consumers that they have
to bear with high food pric-
es till after this monsoon,

Source: The Hindu , p.4, Feb. 16, 2024

Revenue Minister Krish-
na Byre Gowda has recent-
ly announced that 223 of
240 taluks in the State have
been declared drought af-
fected. The State govern-
ment has also told farmers
that drinking water needs
will be prioritised and no
water will be released for
irrigation, especially in the
Cauvery basin. An excep-
tion to this was made to
save the standing chilli
crop in North Karnataka
and 2.75 tmcft of water was
released from Krishna
reservoirs.

Sources in the Banga-
lore Wholesale Food
Grains and Pulses Mer-
chants’ Association predict
the prices are set to go up
further as the summer
heats up. “The next crop is
only expected after mon-
soon this year. As we use
up the stocks we have, the
prices are only likely to
rise. We foresee a hike of at
least ¥4-35 per kg in pulses
and around ¥2-33 in cereals
every month,” a trader
said.



Source: The Hindu , p.12, Feb. 16, 2024
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