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AGRICULTURE

Garlic prices skyrocket to
I500 a kg in Bengaluru

According to some traders, since there was a delay in the sowing of crops and as garlic has not reached the harvesting

phase yet, this has resulted in a supply crunch in the market

Rohith D.S.
BENGALURU

delay in the sowing-
A harvesting cycle has

led to the price of
garlic skyrocketing in mar-
kets in Bengaluru. At the
Agricultural Produce and
Livestock Marketing Com-
mittee (APMC) yard in Yesh-
wanthpur, garlic was selling
at 350 per kg on Friday,
while in retail markets, the
price had touched 3500 per
kg.
Prior to the hike, the sell-
ing price per kg of garlic
was around 1003250 in
wholesale markets and
3200350 in retail mar-
kets. According to some
traders, as there was a de-
lay in the sowing of crops,
garlic has not come to har-
vest yet, which has resulted
in a supply crunch in the
market.

Supply shortage

Jignesh Patel, a wholesaler
at the APMC, said that the
garlic supply to the market
majorly comes from Mad-
hya Pradesh, Gujarat and
Rajasthan. “Currently,
there is no production in

Prior to the hike, the selling price per kg of garlic was around 3100-3250 in wholesale markets and
3200-3350 in retail markets. ROHITD.S.

Gujarat and Rajasthan, and
we are getting garlic only
from Madhya Pradesh. This
has led to the price surge,
and this is one of the high-
est ever prices for garlic in
history,” he said.

The retail vendors, on
the other hand, have not-

iced a drop in garlic buyers.
Rajanna, a vegetable ven-
dor in Vijayanagar, said, “I
started purchasing lesser
quantities of garlic from the
wholesale market as the de-
mand has reduced due to
the hiked price. These
hiked prices bring no profit

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, Feb. 11, 2024

to vegetable vendors,” he
complained.

The rates are expected
to gradually come down as
the supply is expected to in-
crease in the upcoming
weeks. “We saw a sudden
increase of ¥60-%70 per kg
in the last few days. Within

a few weeks, it might go
back to normal prices when
new crops hit the market by
the first week of March,”
said Bhavani Sona, another
wholesale trader at APMC.

Consumers upset

The rising prices of one
commodity after the other
have left consumers frus-
trated.

“These price hikes have
become a regular thing
now. First, it was tomato,
then it was onion, and now
it is garlic’s turn. We always
reduce the consumption of
the vegetable that starts
costing more, but the go-
vernment should do so-
mething to address these
fluctuations,” said Divya
Rao, a customer in Mudala-
palya market.

With garlic being one of
the essentials in the kitch-
en, hotels also have been af-
fected by the price rise.
“For now, they are manag-
ing by using processed gar-
lic paste, which is available
in the market, but we are
hoping that the price will
reduce soon,” said P.C. Rao,
president, Bruhat Bengalu-
ru Hoteliers Association.



Supply shortage, piggery
closure inflate pork prices

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
BENGALURU

Pork prices have been stea-
dily increasing in various
parts of Karnataka over the
past few months, primarily
due to a shortage of supply
in the market.

Pork prices have surged
to T500 per kg in Karnata-
ka, particularly in Bengalu-
ru, Kodagu, Dakshina Kan-
nada and Udupi, where
consumption is higher.

Industry insiders said
that an ongoing supply
shortage amid heightened
demand during the current
wedding season is a major
contributing factor. They
anticipate further increase
in prices in the coming
months if supply continues
to be insufficient. The scar-
city of pork meat in Benga-
luru is linked to the closure
of piggeries within the city
by authorities.

Manoj Kumar, a piggery
owner from north Bengalu-
ru, explained, “Several pig
farms operating within the
Bruhat Bengaluru Maha-
nagara Palike (BBMP) limits
have been shut down due
to concerns raised by local
residents. Over the past
year, authorities have di-
rected many piggeries to re-
locate outside the city. Ho-
wever, those who don’t
have land to establish pig
farms have discontinued
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repercussions on the catering
and food industries. FILE PHOTO

their businesses, resulting
in a shortage of meat in the
market.”

Yosephu, a pork meat
trader with a shop in Kora-
mangala, said, “We no lon-
ger get meat from Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana.
Traders there attribute this
to local municipal authori-
ties implementing a ban on
pig breeding under the
Swachh Bharat Mission,
aimed at maintaining clean-
liness in the city. In some
areas there, pigs roam free-
ly in towns. As a result,
authorities there have ta-
ken action against owners
of pigs, which led to a halt
in the supply of pork meat
to the market here.”

In Mangaluru, traders
have attributed the scarcity
of meat in the market to a
shortage of Duroc, a popu-
larly consumed pig breed.

Joel Pinto, a piggery
owner in Mangaluru, said,
“The primary cause is that
certain piggery owners,
concerned about diseases,

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, Feb. 11, 2024

opted to sell their stock to
wholesalers. They sold
their entire pig stock to
wholesalers, who subse-
quently sold it to the north-
eastern States. Apart from
this, the rise in fuel costs,
and expenses in piggery
farming contribute to the
increase in prices.”

In Kodagu, where pork is
considered a delicacy, the
price of pork has doubled
in the last three months.
Traders from Kodagu attri-
bute the price increase to a
shortage of pork meat sup-
ply. Muthappa B.N., a pork
shop owner in Virajpet,
said, “Previously, many pe-
ople in Kodagu used to
breed pigs at home, with
two to four pigs in each
households. However, this
practice has now been dis-
continued, leading to a re-
duction in meat supply to
the market.”

The rise is expected to
have repercussions on the
catering and food indus-
tries, potentially resulting
in higher rates for food or-
ders that could directly af-
fect weddings and other
events in Kodagu. Pandi
Curry, a renowned delicacy
in Kodagu, is often served
at various occasions, in-
cluding weddings, engage-
ment ceremonies, gather-
ings at ainmanes (ancestral
homes), naming ceremo-
nies, and other festivities.



THRUST ON THIRST MITIGATION

Those elusive drops
oflife’selixirinan
agonisingly arid year

Water rationing for agriculture,
industries likely as summer
progresses

v

N B HOMBAL
BENGALURU, DHNS

iththe onsetof summer, thestateislikely
‘ ;‘ / to face severe water scarcity in the days
tocome.

The water storage is under 23% in the reser-
voirs of the Cauvery basin, while that in the res-
ervoirs of the Krishna basin is recorded at 26%.

The severe dip in storage levels of reservoirs
has forced the government toresort to steps like
regulating release of water forindustrialand ag-
riculture needs till monsoonsetsin.

The government has already declared 195 of
the 236 taluks in the state as drought-hit.

No soil moisture
The droughtis so severe that there is hardly any
moisture in soil in the entire north-Karnataka
region, leading to crop failure. It goes without
saying thattheregionwill face a severe shortage
of drinking water in the days to come.

A senior bureaucrat in the water resources
department told DH that water in some of these
reservoirsis just above dead storage.

TN situation better

The situation in Tamil Nadu is fairly better as
water level in the reservoirs there are just 10%
less that that of last year. In Karnataka’s dams,
the water level is nearly 30% below last year’s
storage. The Central Water Commission (CWC),
initslatestreport, (February 8) on reservoirlev-
els highlights the grimness of the situation in
southern states.

Grimdam levels

According to the report, the total live storage
inthese reservoirsis 17.377 billion cubic meters
(BCM) or 33% of total live storage capacity.

There are 42 reservoirs under CWC’s watch
in the southern states with a total live storage
capacity of 53.334 BCM.

The report says that in these 42 reservoirs,
storageinthe corresponding period lastyear was
56%. The average storage in the corresponding
period of the last10years was 46% of live storage
capacity in these reservoirs.

Last week, Industries Minister M B Patil
and IT/BT Minister Priyank Khargeheld ameet-
ingto take stock of the situation in the industrial
areas of the state. The meeting was told that the
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Afarmer couple retrieves whatever they can
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. Feb'23 Feb'24
Reservoir (tmcft) (tmcft)
KRS 43.696 17.051
Harangi 3.29 3.42
Hemavathi 22 14
Kabini 132 13.2
Tungabhadra 47.128 9.539
Almatti 69.158 51.48
Ghataprabha 28.41 33.64
Malaprabha 15.83 9.51
VV Sagar 28.415 20.59
Amarja 1.197 0.413
Bhima 1.544 0.112
Supa 82.22 63.80
Karanja 5.950 5.400
Chandrapalli 0.626 0.455
Gandorinala 1.375 1.259
Mullamari (LB) 1.306 1.105
Mullamari (UB) 0.412 0.362
Bennithora 3.140 3.744

industrial areasrequire 290 million litres per day,
to meetdrinking water needs in these areas.

Industrial areas
Industrial areas of Bengaluru Urban, Bengaluru
Rural, Chikkaballapur, Tumakuru, Kolar, Dhar-
wad, Vijayapura, Kalaburagi, Ballariand Raichur
districtsarealready facinga drinking water crisis.
The revenue department has estimated that
6,097 villages and 1,186 wards in urban centers
arelikely tofaceacuteshortage of drinking water.

Al s .}%

after losing their maize croptosevere droht.
at Jamapur village in Davangere taluk. bH FILE PHOTO

Private borewells

Aspartofthe contingency plan, the government
has signed a memorandums of understanding
with owners of 2,404 private borewells to use
their water. Itisin the process of identifying more
borewells to draw water.

ProfH S Shivaramu, former head of agro-me-
teorology of the University of Agriculture Scienc-
es, said this year’s drought is one of the worst
droughtin the last decade in the state.

Huge crop loss
“Thedroughtissosevere thatof the 73 lakh hec-
tares of sown area, we have lost crops in 43 lakh
hectares. With average rain deficiency of 25%-
30%, dam levels have dipped considerably. The
governmentis leftwith nochoicebuttorationwa-
ter foragricultureand industrial needs,” he said.
Shivaramusaid only the southinterior Karna-
taka districts generally receive summer showers
from April to May.
“Though this rain will not help increase dam
levels, itwillincrease moisturein the soil,”he said.

N-K worse off

Prof Kamlesh Gandolkar, technical officer
of Bagalkot horticulture university, told DH
that the situation in north Karnataka region
is worse because water storage in Krishna
basin reservoirs is much less compared to the
requirements.

“We have to keep evaporation of water alsoin
mind asthisregion s hotter than the rest of Kar-
natakainsummer. The government hastoadopt
measures like rationing of water to mitigate the
crisis,” he said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4B, Feb, 11, 2024




‘Anti-farmer’ Land
Reforms Act will
be amended: CM

i A P

It !
Women farmers during a convention organised by the Karnataka

Rajya Raitha Sangha in Bengaluru on Saturday. K. MURALI KUMAR

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Assuring that his govern-
ment is serious about the
welfare and rights of farm-
ers, Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Saturday an-
nounced that the
“anti-farmer” Land Re-
forms Act, 2020, enacted

by the previous BJP
government, would be
amended.

The Karnataka Rajya
Raitha Sangha (KRRS) has
been urging the State go-
vernment to revoke the
amendments and laws on
land reforms and Agricul-
tural Produce Market Com-
mittees (APMC) introduced
by the previous BJP govern-
ment, on the grounds that
they are detrimental to
farmers and have been
holding agitations.

The Chief Minister made
the assurance while speak-
ing after inaugurating a
farmers’ convention or-
ganised by the KRRS to
mark the 88th birth anni-
versary of farmer leader
M.D. Nanjundaswamy.

‘A motivation’

Accepting the demands
seeking a pro-farmer Bud-
get submitted by KRRS
members, the Chief Minis-
ter recalled his association
with Nanjundaswamy and
said his farmers’ move-
ment that was in favour of
socialist aspirations be-
came a beacon for solving
the problems of farmers.
“His struggle is a political
motivation for me,” the
Chief Minister said.

“While I was a law stu-
dent, Nanjundaswamy was
a law college professor. He
used to hold discussions
with students who were in-

While I was a law
student, M.D.
Nanjundaswamy was a
law college professor. He
used to hold discussions
with students who were
interested in politics.
These discussions
inspired me into politics.

SIDDARAMAIAH,
Chief Minister

terested in politics. These
discussions inspired me in-
to politics. He is the reason
behind my political career
and I became a Chief Mi-
nister twice,” Mr. Siddara-
maiah said.

“The study circle organ-
ised by the farmers’ leader
gave insight into many is-
sues. It gave clarity about
socialist economy and so-
cialist politics. Many lectur-
ers, professors, and wri-
ters used to come to this
study circle. It was benefi-
cial for me to meet and in-
teract with them,” he said.

“Nanjundaswamy was
active on behalf of farmers
till his end. Participating in
farmers’ struggle and
farmers’ conventions is al-
s0 a matter of great plea-
sure and pride for me.
Nanjundaswamy and farm-
ers’ struggle have affected
society and governments,”
he said.

The Chief Minister as-
sured the farmers that
their issues would be in-
corporated and addressed
in the coming Budget. “I
appreciate your stand
against communalism and
the spirit of struggle. Our
government is with you,”
he added.

Source: The Hindu, p. 7, Feb. 11, 2024
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CM holds pre-Budget talks with farmers

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Sunday met lead-
ers from farmers’ organisa-

tions as  part of
pre-budgetary  consulta-
tion exercise.

Leaders who attended
the meeting expressed
happiness at the guarantee
schemes being implement-
ed in the State. Among
about a hundred demands
that came from farmers
during the meeting were to

increase nutrition among
the farming community,
lake development, upgrad-

L

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah with leaders of farmers’ organisations during the pre-Budget consultation
meeting in Bengaluru on Sunday.

ing of skills of agriculture
officers to meet current
needs, and programmes in

the Budget to raise hope
among youth from the
farming community.

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Feb. 12, 2024
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PETA India members dressed in red gowns and angel wings for
distributing red roses to couples. K MURAL KUMAR

It’s

raining
Roses

Bengaluruss excellent location, climate and soil
condition greatly favour rose cultivation in and

around the city

BENGALURU

ed roses have ta-
Rken centre stage at
the International

Flower Auction Bangalore
(IFAB) Limited, with heaps
of that “eternal symbol of
love” being sold ahead of
Valentine’s Day on Febru-
ary 4.

Demand for red roses al-
ways goes up around this
time, agrees Veena A.M.,
Assistant General Manager
IFAB, a joint venture com-
pany of public and private
shareholders that seeks to
create a trading platform
for flowers.

According to her, the ov-
erall demand for roses, in
general, has increased con-
siderably since last year,
when the daily maximum
average volume of flowers
sold was about 6.57 lakhs.

“We sold out around 9.2
lakhs of roses yesterday, of
which 40-45% will be red
roses,” says Veena.

Bengaluru’s excellent lo-
cation, climate and soil
conditions greatly favour
rose cultivation in and
around the city, making it
one of the biggest expor-
ters in India. In fact, as Vee-
na points out, the growing
area has been extended by
almost 25-30% this year,
with growers hailing from
places like Kolar, Chikka-
ballapur, Anekal, Tumkur
and Hosur attending the
auctions daily. “Bangalore
is a flower hub due to the
flowers quality and shelf
life. Because of that, they
are  preferred,”  she
says, adding that the high
volume has ensured that
the average price of roses
has come down considera-
bly from last year.

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Feb. 14, 2024

Varieties of roses brought by farmers are being packed and kept for auction and
distribution ahead of Valentine’s Day. SUDHAKARA JAIN




2.9 crore rose stems transported
through KIA for Valentine’s Day

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Around 2.9 crore rose
stems, weighing 12,22,860
kg have been transported
through the Kempegowda
International Airport (KIA)
in Bengaluru this Valen-
tine’s season.

The Bangalore Interna-
tional Airport Ltd. (BIAL)
reported a 108% increase
in the tonnage processed
this year compared to the
same period last year.

The airport witnessed
exponential growth in
both international and
domestic rose shipments,
with 90 lakh stems bound
for international destina-
tions, marking a 14% in-
crease from last year and 2
crore stems shipped dom-
estically, reflecting a 148%
increase.

The top international
destinations for roses from

Avendor arranges roses at a
shop in K.R. Market in Bengaluru
ahead of Valentine’s Day. AFP

Bengaluru are Kuala Lum-
pur (Malaysia), Singapore,
Kuwait, Manila (The Philip-
pines), and Sharjah (UAE),
while top domestic cities
are Delhi, Kolkata, Mum-
bai, Guwahati, and Jaipur.
Maintaining  quality,
temperature control, and
ensuring faster turnaround
times are critical for per-
ishable items like roses.
KIA has invested in real-

Source: The Hindu, p.1, Feb. 15, 2024

There is a 108%
increase in tonnage
processed this vear
compared to the
same period last year

time tracking to empower
stakeholders to proactively
address temperature ex-
cursions, ensuring the in-
tegrity of sensitive pro-
ducts. Advanced
monitoring at dedicated
cold chain centres guaran-
tees an unbroken cold
chain, translating into fas-
ter handling, enhanced se-
curity, and sustainable
practices.

KIA, with its partners
WFS Bengaluru Private Li-
mited and Menzies Avia-
tion, is committed to ex-
panding its cold chain
capacity to approximately
80,000 tonnes per annum,
and investing in the export
of perishables.



Select panel recommends undoing changes
made to APMC law by previous BJP govt.

APMCs in Kolar, Shivamogga, and Raichur have welcomed the government move to amend the Act restoring the old provisions

IN THE LEGISLATURE

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

ecommending re-
Rforms to the Agri-
culture  Produce

Marketing ~ Committees
(APMCs) in the State, the
select committee of the Le-
gislative Council to which
the Karnataka Agricultural
Produce Marketing (Regu-
lation and Development)
(Amendment) Bill, 2023,
was referred to, submitted
its report to the House on
Wednesday.

The submission of the
report is expected to pave
way for its introduction
that will restore the APMC
jurisdiction for transac-
tions of agriculture pro-

The Bill, which seeks to undo changes brought in 2020 amid the

COVID-19 pandemic, had been referred to the select committee by

the Legislative Council. FILE PHOTO

duce and mandatory li-
censing for traders.

The Bill, which seeks to
undo the changes that
were brought by the BJP
government in 2020 amid

the COVID-19 pandemic,
had been referred to the
select committee by the
Legislative Council that
had not passed it when it
was placed in July 2023.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Feb. 15, 2024

Earlier, the Bill had been
introduced in the Legisla-
tive Assembly on July 5,
2023, that was passed on
July 17. On July 18, the Le-
gislative Council had re-
ferred the Bill to the select
committee headed by
APMC Minister Shivanand
Patil.

Protecting properties

“The committee has
agreed with the restoration
of the law prior to its
amendment in 2020. We
have also made 29 recom-
mendations to reform the
APMCs. One of the biggest
concerns is to protect the
properties of APMCs
whose value is estimated to
be about %15,000 crore,” a
member of the select com-
mittee told The Hindu.
“The amendment is likely
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to be moved during this
session.”

The report stated that of
the four APMCs that the
committee visited, the
changes brought by BJP re-
gime was supported in Ka-
laburagi  APMC. The
APMCs in Kolar, Shivamog-
ga, and Raichur welcomed
the government move to
amend the Act restoring
the old provisions.

While farmers’ groups
had protested the dilution
of APMC Act by the BJP re-
gime that meant the agri-
culture produce could be
sold anywhere, the Con-
gress had promised to rev-
ert to the earlier APMC re-
gime in the election
manifesto. Though the
farmers had opposed the
changes brought to the Act
by BJP, they had also point-

ed out at glaring problems
in the APMC yard that re-
quired reforms.

Recommendations
Among the 29 recommen-
dations made by the com-
mittee are introduction of
online facility in the mar-
ket yard to bring quick and
transparent transactions,
revival of defunct APMC
yards that have seen tran-
sactions decline due to
changes in crop pattern or
being old, keeping 5% of
the total APMC transac-
tions to strengthen finan-
cially weak APMCs and in-
tegrating financially
weaker APMCs with stron-
ger ones, renting out ware-
houses on APMC premises
to farmers at a discount,
and simplification of li-
censing procedure.



Kisans: North-South Divide

Why do Punjab farmers protest while their southern cousins don’t? Answer lies in differing aspirations

Narendar Pani

Asfarmers’ protests return to Delhi it is
notcertain protestersand policy makers
are talking about the same thing. Policy
makers -cutting across governments —
see demands of farmers in purely
economic terms and lean towards
letting market decide prices to be paid to them.

For farmers, their demands are expression of the
severe challenges they face from multiple transforma-
tions they've experienced. With governments, and
several experts, choosing to throw economic textbooks at
adrowning community calling for help, there isadistinct
possibility of India’s food security being compromised.

Farmers’ protests must be seen in the context of at le-
ast three major transformations. -

To better income | First is decli-
ningshareof agriculturein GDP.
In line with worldwide develop-
ment process, earnings from
non-agricultural sectors have
been growing much more rapidly
than agricultural income.

Productivity of land inIndia
is not comparable to the best
in the world, but even if that
gap were bridged agricultural
income would not be anywhere
near rapidly growing sectors
like infotech. With these diffe-
rences reflected in consump-
tion patterns, farmers aspire
for comparable incomes.

Forraised aspirations | Response
to these aspirations is determi-
ned by production patterns
generated in an older transfor-
mation, Green Revolution. Asis —
now widely known, irrigated areas benefited much
more from Green Revolution than dry land areas. This
created a clear divide between regions with high levels
of irrigation providing high productivity and regions
left behind.

In Green Revolution regions, raised aspirations
generate a demand for greater returns from agriculture.
Inregions that Green Revolution left behind, aspirations
are sought to be realised outside agriculture. Farmer
protests are thus largely led by Green Revolution
regions while other regions have thrown in the towel.

Global warming | Punjab’s leadingrole in these protests
can be traced to a third transformation: global impact
of climate change. Global warming is expected to reduce
frost in large areas of northern hemisphere thereby
increasing potential for agriculture. A Government
of Canada website speaks of opportunities to grow

warmer weather crops taking advantage of longer
growing seasons and fewer extreme cold events.

Thishas, arguably, contributed to Canadabecoming
more open to immigration of farming communities.
Farmers of Punjab, having demonstrated their agri-
cultural prowess in Green Revolution, are an obvious
target group. Their aspirations are influenced by what
their friends and relatives earn in Canada.

Markets no answer | Economists would have the market
decide the response to cumulative effects of the three
transformations. While this approach is academically
appealing, especially when fortified with mathematical
models, it does not take great insight to identify its
extremerisks.

The market could take agricultural production in a

direction far away from food security. In agriculturally
less developed regions, growth in food output would be
further constrained as the market demands workers
movefromagriculture tomorelucrative opportunities.

Migration no solution | In agriculturally advanced
regions, international migration, especially to countries
like Canada where migration-enabling networks already
exist, becomes even more attractive.

Negative effects of this movement out of agriculture
on food production would be further enhanced if
government follows advice of economists and encourages
farmers to move to more lucrative non-food crops.

Think food security | Impact of these trends on food
security may not seem particularly significant when
seen in terms of average availability of food, but there
are some complexities that can make their presence

Source: The Times of India, p.18, Feb. 15, 2024
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felt. Existence of production cycles canlead tospurts in
prices of foodgrains. The frequency of these spurts could
increase if the per capita net production of food does
not grow rapidly. And there are some signs that the per
capitanet production of wheat could be tapering off.

For free food | To expect governments to stick religiously
to market logic on issues like food prices is clearly unrea-
listic. Ina political economy which has place for distribu-
tion of free food to 800 million people, no government can
be expected to ignore sharp spurts in food prices.

Much tothe chagrin of market-friendly economists,
governments periodically curb exportsasaresponse to
spurts in prices. This meets short-term requirements
of a polity that cannot afford food shocks, but only
serves to further alienate farmers.

— :
~ Incentivise farming | With a free
hand for the market being outside
the realm of practical politics,
the only way forward is to focus
onlong-term food security.

Since it is difficult to see any
government going back on the
current norm of free food for
800 million people, there is value
in being realistic and treating
this as policy goal. Target of an
agricultural policy must then
be to supply this food as well as
ensure that basic food for the
rest of the population is rea-
sonably priced.

This goal would prioritise
production of sufficient food,
ideally from most productive
lands. Farmers whoachieve high
levels of productivity and quality
would be entitled to higher prices
and possibly other support.
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Fix sick farms | At the same time government could
encourage setting up farm management cooperatives
that would manage, for a fee and without having any
rights to the land, large numbers of farms that are
currently less productive. These farms would benefit
from economies of scale and their owners would have
the option of seeking non-farm work. Government
could even help smoothen the process of movementout
of agriculture.

Look out for farmers | Task of ensuring long-term food
security while protecting interests of individual
farmers is by no means an easy one. But it is important
torecognise the way forward rather than simply sitting
in judgment over farmers who are facing the risks, and
opportunities, of multiple transformations.

The writer is dean of social sciences, National Institute of
Advanced Studies, Bengaluru



Drought and food inflation
drive grocery bill upwards

Traders say the failed monsoon in 2023 and the resultant drought are the reasons for higher

food prices and that the trend is likely to continue till after the monsoon

K.V. Aditya Bharadwaj
BENGALURU

hruthi H., a home-
Smaker from South

Bengaluru, said her
monthly grocery bill had
ballooned by at least 20-
25% over the last three
months and this has affect-
ed the monthly budget.
“We have to cut down on
some non-essentials in the
grocery list and also cut
down our expenses el-
sewhere,” she said.

Many customers are cut-
ting down many items of
their monthly grocery
bills, say multiple retailers
in the city.

“I have a set of house-
holds to which I supply
groceries every month.
Many have begun to cut
down on some items. One
of the main drivers of the
rally in food prices is rice,
which most households
cannot avoid,” said Rajash-
ekhar, who runs a super-
market in Sahakar Nagar,
North Bengaluru.

A kilo of Sona Masuri
rice that was being sold in
the range of 355 to 60 at
the beginning of the year
has now shot up to I78. A
kilo of Rajamudi rice has
crossed the 100 a kg
mark.

Cereals and pulses

The prices of most other
cereals and pulses have al-
so seen a sharp rise. Natu-
rally, the prices of deriva-
tive products like flattened
rice (avalakki) and ravas
have also shot up.

Owing to a fresh harvest
of tur crop in the Kalabura-
gi region in December
2023, the prices of tur dal
that had crossed the 3200
mark has come down des-
pite the harvest being al-

Rising price graph
— Wholesale price Retail price today Retail price as of Jan
today (in ¥/kg) (in ¥/kg) 1,2024 (in ¥/kg)

Sona masuri rice 60 - 62 68-78 55

Rajamudi rice 85 100-110 60-70

Wheat 35-44 50 40

Ragi 40 45 35

Turdal 140 - 160 180 210

Urad dal 120-140 140 - 150 160 - 165

Bengal gram 100-110 140 110-120

Moong dal 100-110 140 110

Groundnuts 180 - 185 200 160

Sooji (Rava) 55-65 65-70 50-55

Flattened rice (avalakki) 70 80 60

Groundnut oil 175-190 200-210 220-235

Sunflower oil 100-110 125 165
when new crops start com-
ing in by September.

. :., :

Viota!

The prices of most other cereals and pulses have also seen a sharp
rise. Derivative products like flattened rice (avalakki) and ravas have
also become costlier in Bengaluru. FILE PHOTO

most less than half of a nor-
mal year, sources said.

The only other food
items whose prices have
come down are edible oils.
Shailesh Ladhad, a leading
oil merchant in the city,
said that the edible oils
market had stabilised after
the initial disturbance of
the Ukraine war and prices
had come down due to a
combination of factors in
the international market,
including currency
fluctuations.

Drought impact
Foodgrain merchant and
president of Federation of

Karnataka Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FKCCI) Ramesh Chandra
Lahoti said there was no
good crop anywhere in
Karnataka or elsewhere in
India.

“It is essentially the
failed monsoon in 2023
and the resultant drought
that is driving food prices
upwards. For instance,
there is no water even for
the standing crop of paddy.
Drinking water needs have
to obviously be priori-
tised,” he said, cautioning
consumers that they have
to bear with high food pric-
es till after this monsoon,

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Feb. 16, 2024
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Revenue Minister Krish-
na Byre Gowda has recent-
ly announced that 223 of
240 taluks in the State have
been declared drought af-
fected. The State govern-
ment has also told farmers
that drinking water needs
will be prioritised and no
water will be released for
irrigation, especially in the
Cauvery basin. An excep-
tion to this was made to
save the standing chilli
crop in North Karnataka
and 2.75 tmcft of water was
released from Krishna
reservoirs.

Sources in the Banga-
lore Wholesale Food
Grains and Pulses Mer-
chants’ Association predict
the prices are set to go up
further as the summer
heats up. “The next crop is
only expected after mon-
soon this year. As we use
up the stocks we have, the
prices are only likely to
rise. We foresee a hike of at
least ¥4-35 per kg in pulses
and around ¥2-33 in cereals
every month,” a trader
said.



Shepherding: Adding to the informal
farm economy of North Karnataka

These communities have their own unique economy which is facing many challenges as the demand and supply equations are undergoing transformation

Rishikesh Bahadur Desai
BELAGAVI

group of young men are crossing a

grassland with a small herd of sheep in

Khavarevasti near Nippani on the

Karnataka- Maharashtra border. They
are coming from Balu Mama temple in Adamapur
near Kolhapur. They decide to rest for a while.
They let the sheep graze while they set up a stone
stove under a tree. Lunch is rice and a sambar
made from onion and brinjal, chilli and fresh
sheep milk.

The milk is added just when the vegetables are
boiled and taken off the stove. “If you cook even
for one more minute, the milk gets spoilt,”
explains Mallappa, who is in charge.

The flock is considered sacred by Mallappa and
his clan as they include two “descendants” of the
15 sheep that were reared by Sant Balu Mama, a
saint who lived in the late 19th century to early
20th century. Volunteers maintain the about
60,000 “Balu Mama sheep” that are constantly
moving. The temple trust gives away male sheep
but keeps the females. The keepers claim that
they have been maintaining the gene pool of the
Dakhani sheep intact for the next generations. A
shepherd’s herd, like that of Mallappa, may have
one or two sheep from this line, which the
sherpherd regards “auspicious” and “lucky”.

These herds are a common sight for travellers
between Karnataka and Maharashtra. Devotees of
Balu Mama travel from as far as Andhra and walk
to the temple, along with their sheep. Born in
Akkol near Chikkodi, Balu Mama lived in
Adamapur where his Samadhi was built. The
saint who lived in the British era is supposed to
have practised native medicine that cured sheep.
He has innumerable devotees, who do not object
even if the Balu Mama sheep flock enters
standing crops in their fields and eats them.

Similar devotion is seen in Bommagonda, a
shepherd in the Bidar district, who is believed to
have lobbied with the Behmani Kings who made
sheep and wool trade tax-free in the 15th century.
Statues and images of Bommagonda with two
sheep and a dog, are found across the districts of
Bidar and Kalaburagi.

The stories of these saints are distinct from
those of saint poet Kanaka Dasa of Haveri district
or Sharana Gollaleshwara of Vijayapura district,
from the Kuruba community, who are known for
their spiritual pursuits.

How many in North Karnataka
There are over an estimated 90 lakh sheep in
northern Karnataka. “The live stock: A study” by

Gopi Krishna and Neelkanth Mama, activists working for
thy of i ities in North
Karnataka. PK. BADIGER

/] VS -l
Women involved in carding and spinning wool at a centre
run by SHGs in Kadoli village. PK . BADIGER

prosperity, they are joining the class of landed
gentry. Many of the sheep rearers are also
members of village cooperative societies. There
are an estimated 5,000 such societies in the
Deccan, most of them in Maharashtra and
Karnataka. Most are into collecting deposits and
lending. But there are a few unique institutions
like the Belagavi-based Jagruta Kurubara Kuri
Mattu Unne Utpadakara Sangha that has been
involved in training and awareness campaigns
like vaccination, nutrition, value addition for
wool products and women’s empowerment. The
society was started in 1990 after the rinderpest
epidemic of 1989.

Neelkanth Mama of Uchagaon, who founded
the JKKMUUS society along with nine others, says
he is not very happy with the cooperative
movement. “Over 90% of the societies are
involved in money lending. We had expected
them to graduate to institutions that took all
round care of shepherds; * he said. “A state level
federation of sheep producers societies
established a few years ago is yet to function

the Food and Agriculture O in 2004
put the figure at 76 lakhs.

Itis estimated that over 7.5 lakh families in the
Deccan region depend on sheep rearing. But not
all of them are Kurubas. They can belong to
castes and ethnic groups like Gollas, Kurmas,
Lambadas and Dalits in Andhra Pradesh;
Kurubas, Kadu gollas, Lamanis, Bedars, Gollas
and Dalits in Karnataka; Dhanghars, Kurubas and
Dalits in Maharashtra; and Kurubas in Tamil
Nadu. Some of these groups are traditional sheep
rearers while others have taken up sheep-raising
more recently.

“Poverty and landlessness makes people enter
shepherding, and prosperity makes them leave
it,“ says G. Gopi Krishna, one of the authors of
the FAO study. He is also involved in organising
and training shepherding groups, mentoring
designers and master trainers and helping groups
get markets in India and overseas.

Kurubas are the traditional sheep keepers in
the northern Karnataka districts of Belgaum,
Bagalkot, Koppal, Dharwar and Haveri and
others. They are are semi-nomadic, moving with
their flocks for between three to nine months a
year. They may also take on lease some land for
part of the year to grow crops such as sorghum,
wheat, maize, oil seeds, minor millets and cotton.
However, in some places , due to increasing

Source: The Hindu, p.12, Feb. 16, 2024

“ a member of a local society in
Bagalkot said.

‘What is produced

The sheep of the Deccan produce a range of
products and services. The most important, but
least regarded is manure and tillage. Farmers
welcome shepherds and their flocks onto their
fields during the fallow period, as the sheep eat
weeds and other vegetation, and leave behind
manure and urine that fertilizes the soil. This
process is called penning. The animals’ hooves
also break up clods of earth and help prepare the
soil for planting. Farmers pay up to rupees three
per sheep per day for penning. Rarely, it works
on barter when shepherds collect grains after
harvest. During the monsoon from July to
September, the shepherds move their animals to
an area with lower rainfall and pen them in fields,
where they collect manure to sell.

The shepherds sell male lambs aged 3-6
months at a weight of 10-18 kg in weekly livestock
markets. An animal may cost between 3,000 to
36,000 depending on the weight and build of the
animal. Shepherds sell the females after around
10 lambing cycles.

Sheep are sheared twice a year, before winter
(in October or November) and before
monsoon (in April or May). A sheep may produce
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250-500 grams of coarse wool. Men shear while
women sort in two grades: lamb wool and adult
wool. About one-quarter of the fleece is fine,
good quality wool whose fibre is suitable for
spinning. Another quarter of the fleece is very
coarse which is used for making kamblis and
caps.

The Dakhani sheep is famed for its wool. In
fact, it is the only naturally evolved animal with
wool that can be sheared in an economically
feasible manner. Contrary to popular perception,
wool comes in seven natural colours- shades of
white, black and brown. Most shepherds shear
their own animals using scissors, though some
work is outsourced to a sub community called
Katrigars. The shepherds milk their animals and
make buttermilk and butter, mostly for use in the
breeder’s family. These products are usually not
sold, but given to lactating mothers, infants and
the sick, free of cost.

How market works

The demand for meat and hence the price, has
increased exponentially. But the price of other
materials has remained steady for over a decade.
The prime reason for this is the beef ban imposed
in some states like Karnataka.

“The increasing market for meat, the hard
work involved in shearing, and the low prices for
wool and penning, have forced farmers to shift to
towards wool-less sheep. This has led to a
disproportionately high demand for lambs.
Earlier, shepherding families sold lambs after six
months of birth. Now, they are selling after 2-3
months. It has affected the yielding cycle. Earlier
a mother sheep conceived once every year. But
now they are littering 3-4 lambs in two years.
These are bound to be weaker and leaner; said
Neelkanth Mama.

Other problems include hybridisation that has
altered the character of native sheep, and
allowing imports of shoddy wool, the fibre
recovered from waste blankets and jackets from
U.S.A. and Europe. Some state governments are
also promoting breeds like the Red Nellore, Yelgu
and Madgiyal aimed at producing meat rather

Afarmer takes his sheep for penning in a field near Saundatti in Belagavi district. Pk BADIGER

than wool. As a result of these trends, the pure
bred Dakhani has been in decline.

Hand holding by NGOs

The Shramik Abhivrudhi Sangh (SAS), an NGO
that has been working in the area since the 1990s
recognised the need to conserve the Dakhani
breed. SAS project that began in 1996 helped
local women produce and market bags and other
handicrafts made of jute and cotton fibre. The
women were trained in modern product design
by a team of designers headed by Varsha Rani, a
design faculty from JD institute of fashion and
Rashmi Shivakumar.

Future Greens, a Bagalkot-based NGO, has
been promoting farmer producing organisations
among shepherding groups. A team led by
veterinarian Balu Athani has promoted 26 FPOs
in a decade. “We are working with small and
marginal farmers, shepherds and goat keepers in
rural areas to form producer companies to
initiate them into collective businesses, * said Dr.
Athani who has worked in the Veterinary college
Bidar and Karnataka Milk Federation earlier. “The
group now has four brands available in
Bengaluru, Mumbai and other cities -Simply
Satwik, Nutriswad and Living Lite. We are
launching the meat brand Nomadic Bytes soon,*
he said.

Demands of shepherds

The shepherds community says its demands are
long pending as successive governments at the
centre and state have neglected them. The
demands include comprehensive insurance cover
for sheep and shepherds, establishment of
veterinary hospitals in villages and remote areas,
universal vaccination and health care services,
formal markets for non-meat products and a
subsidy for penning as farmers are unable to pay
higher prices. They also demand policy changes
in the import policy. “While Marino sheep
imports can be regulated by higher taxation,
import of used fabric and shoddy wool should be
completely curbed,“ said Neelkanth Mama.

He also opposes indiscriminate hybridisation
as it affects native breeds. “A few decades ago,
some Indian universities and NGOs began
promoting the NARI Suvarna breed that has the
Fecundity- B gene that can produce twins,
thinking it will help farmers increase their
income. But we had a very bad experience as the
mother is unable to feed two at once, due to
scarcity of green grass.” Gopi Krishna adds that
the army and central and state police should go
back to using native wool blankets, rugs, jackets
and gloves instead of using imported woollen
goods.

“Till the 1980s, farmers shipped to Panipat,
over 10 goods trains full of local wool from the
Hubbealli railway station. But the centre allowed
import of Marino wool and shoddy wool.”

Back to Contents




Decentralisation

BBMP seeks property tax dues
from BMRCL, issues 50 notices

Woman challenges tax notice, HC
demands spot inspection report

‘Differences Of
Opinion’ Between
Agencies On Issue

Santosh Kumar RB
& Suchith Kidiyoor | TNy

Bengaluru: Desperate to impro-
ve its revenues, the Bruhat Beng-
aluru  Mahanagara  Palike
(BBMP) has sent more than 50 no-
tices to the Namma Metro opera-
tor, demanding clearance of tax
dues on its establishments, inclu-
ding operational Metro stations.

Namma Metro, run by Banga-
lore Metro Rail Corporation Li-
mited, has an operational net-
work of 74km with 65 stations.

In one such notice, BBMP de-
manded property tax of over Rs
53.6 lakh from Cubbon Park Met-
ro station, which the civic body
said has been due since 2011-12.
According to BMRCL estimates,
the Palike expects Rs 39 crore in
property tax dues from Namma
Metro establishments.

A BMRCL official told TOI
that tax demand notices were not
frequentearlier “butinrecentda-
ys, BBMP sent some 50-60 notices
to us”. The official maintained
that as per amemorandum of un-
derstanding signed between
agencies in 2020, BMRCL is liable
topay servicecharge(asapercen-
tage of property tax) depending
on the categories of properties
owned by it. For example, for con-
courseareasof Metrostationsex-
cluding platforms, entry/exits,
unpaid public movement areas
and others, BMRCL should pay
25% of service charge instead of
property tax. For depots, admini-
strative buildings and training
centres too, 25% of service char-
ge should be paid. For shops,
stalls, paid-parking spaces and

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: The high court so-
ughtaspot inspection reporton
a petition filed by a Bengaluru
resident challenging the revi-
sed property tax (including pe-
nalty with interest) demanded
from her by BBMP.

Justice S Sunil Dutt Yadav
passed the order recently after
hearing a petition filed by Roo-
paBRao,aresident of RMV Ex-
tension, Aramane Nagar.

The petitioner challenged
the notices as well as orders is-
sued by the civic body deman-
ding paymentof Rs17,71,780, in-
clusive of Rs 4,82,652 differenti-
al value of property tax from
2016-17 till 2022-23, Rs 9,65,304
penalty for the same period,
and Rs 3,23,824 as interest.

The petitioner claimed that
according to Section 144(15) of
the BBMP Act-2020, the chief
commissioner or a person aut-
horized by him should issue no-
tice of re-assessment to the tax-
payer followed by an order by
the chief commissioner or aut-
horized officer. “In the instant

buildings outside the station pre-
mises, BMRCL has to pay 100% of
service charge.

However, in December 2023, it
received a communication from
the chief commissioner of
BBMP, asking it to pay property
tax in full for the period from the
start of Metro operations till the
signing of the MoU. “We had con-
veyed to BBMP... that BMRCL is
notliable to pay any property tax.

BBMP’S Z17L PAYMENT ORDER

case, the chief commissioner
has not issued any show-cause
notice or order before issuing
the demand notice. The assi-
stant revenue officer (ARO) has
initiated proceedings though he
is not an authorized officer un-
der the Act,” the petitioner said,
seeking quashing of the SOP is-
sued by the BBMP chief commis-
sioner on Dec 6, 2023 wherein
AROs were put in charge of as-
sessment, recovery and manage-
ment of property tax.

‘Without jurisdiction’

According to the petitioner, the
orders for the assessment years
2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19, and 2019-
20 are wholly without jurisdic-
tion for the simple reason they

However, as per the amicable ag-
reementreached between the two
agencies, BMRCL is payingservi-
ce charge instead of property
tax,” the official said.

Admitting there are differen-
cesof opinion on tax dues, BBMC
chief commissioner Tushar Giri
Nath said, “Based on the MoU,
we’ll calculate the dues.”

As per the BMRCL official,
while implementing phase I of

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Feb. 10, 2024
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were issued on Dec 31, 2020 and
Jan 4, 2021, after the new BBMP
Act received the governor’s as-
senton December 21, 2020.

Claiming that there are no
rules brought into force vis-a-
vis implementation of the
BBMP Act, the petitioner said
Section 144(15)(b) of the BBMP
Act is liable to be struck down
as it gives unguided as well as
unbridled power on the executi-
ve to impose penalty over and
above twice the tax without
prescribinganupperlimit. The
power to impose penalty is qua-
si-criminal/ criminal in nature
and cannot be conferred upon
an officer who is not a judicial
authority, she added.

With regard to her property,
the petitioner asserted that the
first floor was vacant since 2016
and it was wrong on the part of
officials to report that the enti-
re building was tenanted. Even
the property, mentioned as be-
ingin B zone in the SAS return,
has been shown to be in C zone
in the ARO’s report and still
higher tax is demanded, sans
any valid reason, she said.

the Namma Metro project,
BMRCL had deposited Rs 61 crore
for restoration of roads where
Metro projects were implemen-
ted. However, BMRCL later took
up restoration works on its own.

“In the past, we had asked
BBMP to adjust Rs 5 crore to be
paid by us as service charge with
the fund. Future adjustments
will also be done similarly,” the
Metro official said.



DECCAN HERALD

Vﬂhln% unlettered, GP members take write way

Move to make them
‘functionally literate’
shows promise

—v

PAVAN KUMAR H
HUBBALLI, DHNS

government initiative
to make unlettered
ram panchayat (GP)

members “functionally liter-
ate”hasgenerated enthusiasm
andisshowing results, helping
addressakey problem thathas
been hobbling governance at
the grassroots.

Theinitiative was launched

afterasurvey conducted by the
Rural Development & Pancha-
yatRaj (RDPR)departmentin
2022 found thatof the 94,000
GP members elected to 6,028
GPsinthestatein 2021,9,550
(10%) could notread or write.

This, according to sources
in the RDPR department, has
been causing several difficul-
ties.

For example, unlettered
GP members are dependent
on others to understand the
functioning of GPs and notifi-
cations issued by the depart-
ment and to manage their
duties.

There have been incidents
where “non-elected repre-
sentatives and junior-level of-
ficials” clear the files without

How it unfolded

RDPR dept asks Abdul Nazeer Sab
State Institute for Rural Development
for an action plan to make illiterate GP
members functionally literate

ANSSIRD enrols

districts under the
‘Sakshara Sanmana’
programme

GP members are
provided 100 hours
of “teaching” over
50days; taught basic
Kannada reading,
writing along with
identifying numbers

ANSSIRD

theknowledge of the president

and thevice president.
Koppal (695) has the high-

est number of non-literate

Locals with
4,078 membersin 10 | experience
inteaching
conduct classes
froma study
kit prepared by

Each trainer
isprovided Rs
3,000asan hon-
orarium to teach
GP members

My son used to read
out notices and
other documents for
me. | used to give
my thumb impres-
sion wherever he
asked me to. Due
tomy inability to
read, | used to feel
insecure and depen-
dent on others. Not
anymore
Nagamma Mulgi,
member of
Kinnisultan GP

GP members followed by
Belagavi (681), Yadgir (670),
Raichur (650) and Kalabur-
agi (640), while Kodagu has

theleast (28).

Toaddressthe problem, the
RDPR department leaned on
the Abdul Nazeer Sab State
Institute for Rural Develop-
ment (ANSSIRD), Mysuru,
and asked for an action plan
toensure that non-literate GP
members become “function-
allyliterate”.

In the first phase, which
started in 2022, ANSSIRD
enrolled 4,078 members in
10 districts under the ‘Saksha-
ra Sanmana’ programme to
provide them 100 hours of
“teaching” over 50 days. The
members were taught basic
Kannada reading and writing
along with identifying num-
bers.

» Gram panchayat, Page 5

The write way: GP members board literacy initiative

Gram panchayat, fromPage 1

Thedepartmentinvited applica-
tionsfromlocalswhohadexperi-
enceinteachingtoconductclass-
esfromthestudykit prepared by
the ANSSIRD. Each trainer was
provided Rs 3,000 as honorari-
umto teach these GP members.

“Nearly 3,011 GP members
have voluntarily completed the
course over the last year,” said
Hemambara, a faculty at ANS-
SIRD, adding they are not only
able to read the documents and
daily memos sent by the depart-
ment but also able to sign the
documents. Majority of the ben-
eficiaries are women and senior
citizens. ANSSIRD Director K
LakshmiPriyasaid theinitiative

is having a positive effect on GP
members and localities they are
living in. “As per the scheme,
the training programme was
only for three months. How-
ever, many mentors, based on
a request from GP members,
have continued training elected
representatives,”’ she said.
Sheela Bai,a mentor at Kinn-
isultan village in Aland taluk of
Kalaburagidistrict,said Nagam-
maMulgi (63),amember of Kin-
nisultan GP, was very enthusi-
astic to learn. “Along with her,
she brought four other senior
citizens who were interested in
learning. While the course end-
edin45 days, we are continuing
the learning process,” she said.
Nagamma said she could not

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&5, Feb, 12, 2024

15

get a formal education earlier
as there was no school in her
village. “Mysonused toread out
noticesand otherdocumentsfor
me. Tused to give my thumbim-
pression wherever he asked me
to. Due to my inability to read, I
usedto feel insecure and depen-
dent on others. Not anymore,”
shesaid.

Dr Prakash Bhat, honorary
professor and executive mem-
ber at Karnataka State Rural
Development and Panchayat
Raj University, Gadag, said the
abilitytoreadand writewillinstil
confidenceamong GPrepresen-
tatives. “Officialswillnot be able
tocheatthe GPmembersifthey
understand the content of gov-
ernmentdocuments,”he said.



BBMP seizes car, school buses to recover property tax
BJP MLAs oppose double penalty

Palike also rechecking
property records

—

NAVEEN MENEZES
BENGALURU, DHNS

after the vehicles were seized,
the property owners decided
to pay 50% of the arrears Al'l(l
1ppe1l 1g1ms( our nonces "a

are not locking up any house
for defaulting tax as we do not
want to go hard on p«)p]e a

ted under the self-assessment
scheme (SAS).
While the initiative lm

senior

Overall, the BBMP ha:
issued notices to
46,318 properties
between Novem-
ber and February
this year. During
the same period.

or the first time, the
FBBMP has i
movable propertiessuch
ascarsandschool buses for de-
fnulung the property tax. The
actioncomesjust threemonths
after the civic body came up
v.|(ha5(.mddrd0pel ating pro-
ceduretoseizeaswellasattach
properties as a part of its plan
tointensify tax recovery drive.
Officials said all the four ve-
hicles were seized in BBMP's
Yelahanka division. “Hours

senior

While the BBMP has scaled
over 10,603 3hops and com-
mercial in the

not paying the taxes even after
se'llmgthelr premises.
ime the mvlc

last six months, the civic body

helped in
revenue by over Rs 550 crore
the move has also
@ received critcism
from some quarters.
| Transport Minister
Ramalinga Reddy
is among the prom-
inent leaders who
opposed the BBMP’s
tax recovery drive.
On l\lunrhw a delegation of

delegation of BJP
leaders, including
four MLAs submitted

amemorandum to the Bru-
hat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP), opposing the

double penalty and interest [

levied on owners who have
defaulted payment of prop-
erty taxes. They pointed out
that there is no provision in

dl ive, calling it an exmmon’
and “]

ity-wide

tivelyand
protestif

T
body has taken up |

hadnoti moveable
properties as it did not have a
dedicated space to keep the
seized vehicles. “Under the
BBMP Act, there is a provi-
sion to seize either moveable
and immovable properties by
issuing distress warrants. We

propertytax
defaulters who together owe
more than Rs 500 crore to the
BBMP. Besides goingafter the
defaulters, the civic body has
also started revisiting proper-

ties to re-verify the property
as well as the records submit-

ofcitizer
BBMP's Chief Commission-
er'Tushar Girinath had earlier
said the civie body is focusing
onrecovering tax from proper-
ty owners who owe more than
Rs 10 lakh to the civic body.
“We are not targeting small
defaulters.”

‘continues
to harass citizens.

Among the leaders, who
submitted a petition to BB-
MP’s chief commissioner
‘Tushar Girinath, are MLAs
Byrathi Basavaraj, SR Vish-
wanath, C K Ramamurthy
and S Muniraju.

1

C i Tushar Giri

In a three-page letter
which was signed by all BIP
MLAs from Bengaluru, they
termed the BBMP's drive to
collect property tax arrears
as an extortion racket. “In

JANARDHAN

the name of recovering prop-
erty tax arrears, the BBMP
has waged a war against the
citizens. BBMP is imposing
double penalty and interest
by finding faultsin the selfas-

sessmentscheme. Thereisno
provisionin thelawto charge
penaltiesretrospectively.”the
letter states.

The letter mentioned that

| the BBMP has issued notices

t0 76,000 property owners
andhasalsolocked shopsand
buildings, thereby destroying
thelivelihood of people.

Instead of “harassing” the
citizens, theyurged the BBMP
to increase the property tax
collection by bringing over
six lakh properties that are
leftoutin the taxnet.

Among the demands put
forth by the BJP leaders are:
Withdrawal of noticesissued
toproperty taxdefaulters, ex-
tensionoftimeto payfrom 30
daysto90 days.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, Feb, 13, 2024

BBMP drafts new ad policy, aims
to earn Rs 500 cr annually

Move comes a year
after HC ruled in
favour of outdoor

ads on pvt premises

R,
BENGALURU, DHNS

ommercial hoardings

are set to make a come-

back in Bengaluru with
the BBMP drafting a new pol-
icytoreplaceasix-year-old by-
law thatbanned most outdoor
advertisements.

The move comes nearly a
year after the High Court of
Karnataka ruled in favour of
outdoor advertisements on
private premises by imposing
certainrestrictions.

Sources said the Urban
Development Department
(UDD) was vetting a draft
policy that overrules the his-
toric resolution passed by the
BBMP council in 2018. The
government is likely to an-
nounce the same in the state
budget.

Asperthe policy,the BBMP
will tender out advertisement

A blatant mlsuse of permlssmn to dlsplay hoardlngs had

prompted the BBMP to ban outdoor advertisements in 2018.

Many advertisers were also accused of not paying license
feeto thecivic body. PiC FOR REPRESENTATION ONLY

rights to the highest bidder.
Thefeeaswellasthesize of the
hoarding will be fixed based
on the road width. While no
hoarding will be allowed on
footpaths, advertisers will
have to negotiate with private
property owners to erect the
hoardings. The policy also
allowsilluminated boards but
will likely ban moving films.

Senior officials expect the
new advertisement policy to
fetch the BBMP Rs 500 crore
inannual revenue.

At present, only a few play-
ers have bagged advertise-
ment rights in Bengaluru in
exchange for building facilities

such asskywalks, public toilets
and bus shelters. As all other
forms of commercial ads are
banned, these players are re-
portedlyselling the hoardings
fora premium.

A BBMP official said the
civic body could build such
infrastructure from its own
funds if the new policy comes
into force without undertak-
ing public-private partnership
(PPP) projects.

The very reason why the
BBMP council decided to ban
outdoor advertising in Ben-
galuru was the authorities’
failure to collect licence fees
from advertising agencies. An

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Feb, 14, 2024
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internalreportin 2018 showed
that the civic body may have
lost over Rs 2,000 crore in
revenue by allowing illegal
advertisements.

Following the ban, the Out-
door Advertising Association,
Bengaluru, challenged the
validity of the BBMP Outdoor
Signage and Public Messaging
Byelaws 2019.In March 2023,
the high court ruled in favour
of theassociationand directed
the BBMP to permit outdoor
advertisements on private
properties by “imposing such
restrictions to achieve the ob-
jectand intent of the bye-laws
2018. The said exercise shall
be concluded within three
months from the date of up-
loading this order to the high
court website.”

“The new policy is being
brought to accommodate
hoardings. The BBMP coun-
cil had decided to ban them.
Accordingtothe 74th Amend-
ment of the Constitution, Ur-
ban Local Bodies have the
right to decide about the aes-
thetics of the city. The council
resolution is sacrosanct,” a
BBMP official said. “Without
the hoardings, Bengaluru
looks cleaner and greener.”



BBMP shuts down Rockline Mall
over property tax dues since 2011

Owners haven't
responded to notices

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

oing hard on property tax
defaulters, the Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP)sealeddown the Rockline
Mallin Dasarahallion Wednesday.
The BBMP officials revealed that
the mall owners had failed to pay
property taxsince the mall’sinau-
guration in 2011. The dues have
grownover the years and the mall
now owes closetoRs11.51 crorein
property taxes, the BBMP officials
said. “Even if they had made par-
tial payments, the dueswould have
been lesser. However, they have
not made any payment towards
property tax, and the dues along
with the interest has grown up to
Rs11.51 crore,” a senior BBMP of-
ficial from Dasarahalli zone said.
According to sources, the mall
owners have not responded to

mall&ecinemas

|

| WEXIT GATE

The sealed gates of Rockline Mall. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

multiple demand notices from
BBMP and are planning to contest
themoveintheHigh Court. “Even
after the closure, there has been
no response to our notice. We
were told that they are planning
to get a stay order from the High
Court. We will fight this legally,”
the official said.

The closure is a part of the on-
going drive against property tax
evaders. Overthelastfewmonths,
BBMP’s revenue department has
been sending notices to default-
ers and the revenue officials have
alsobeen asked to followup onthe
defaulters.

“Zonal level officials are close-
ly monitoring the property tax

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Feb, 15, 2024
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defaulters and issuing notices.
We want to crack down on big-
ger defaulters first,” said Munish
Moudgil, Special Commissioner
(Revenue), Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike.

Over thelastsixmonths, BBMP
has sealed at least 10,603 shops
and commercial establishments
and close to 45,000 notices have
beenissuedsince November2023.

Withanaimtoimprove the rev-
enue from property tax, BBMP is
also serving notices toowners un-
derpaying property tax. Recently,
the officials alsoimpounded mov-
able properties such as cars and
school buses for defaulting the
property tax.

Panchayat institutions owe 39,000 crore to Escoms

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Panchayat Raj institutions
across Karnataka together
owe about 9,000 crore as
power dues to energy sup-
ply companies.

This was disclosed by
Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj Minister Pri-
yank Kharge in the Legisla-

tive Council on Wednes-
day. Participating in a
debate on the functioning
of the panchayat raj institu-
tions, the Minister said ef-
forts are on to use renewa-
ble energy sources to
reduce the power bill.
“Currently, 39,000 crore
remain as power dues to
Escoms,” he said.

He said that normally

once in five to six years, Es-
coms and the RDPR De-
partment arrive at a final
settlement, which is a bur-
den on all. “This is a legacy
issue and we are trying to
solve it. We will try solar
energy to power street
lights as a pilot project to
reduce the energy bill,” he
said.

In a bid to reduce official

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Feb. 15, 2024
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intervention in gram pan-
chayat functions, he said
that a handbook detailing
duties and responsibilities
of the gram panchayat pre-
sident, members, and staff
would be brought out.
“The handbook will lay
down a framework. It will
sent to all gram panchayats
in the State in one month,”
he said.

Mr. Kharge also said that
panchayat institutions are
expected to see increased
revenue collection this
year as asset mapping has
already yielded 700 crore
more than last year. “Asset
mapping has identified in-
stallation in panchayat li-
mits and provision of POS
machine has improved tax
collection.”



BBMP seeks double the
funding in state budget

Besides Rs 6,000 cr, Palike asks for
Rs 200 cr for running Indira canteens

v

NAVEEN MENEZES
BENGALURU, DHNS

he BBMP has sought twice the
amount of funds in the forth-

comingstate budgetthanwhat
itreceived from the governmentlast
year. Citing proposalssuch as elevat-
ed corridor, tunnel road, sky deck (a
tall tower to attract tourism) etc,
which are in the pipeline, the civic
bodyhasasked thegovernmenttoal-
locateabudgetary grantof Rs 6,000
croretogiveathrustto “Brand Ben-
galuru”

Other than Rs 6,000 crore, the
BBMP has asked for an additional
grant of Rs 200 crore for running
Indira Canteens, which is a flagship
project of Siddaramaiah govern-

ment. The Bengaluru Solid Waste
Management Ltd (BSWML), which
isan offshoot of BBMP, has request-
ed for Rs600 crore forthe collection
and disposal of garbage asitdoes not
collectservice free fromthe citizens.

A top BBMP official said the gov-
ernment is likely to be generous to
Bengaluru in the state budget. “We
expect funds for double decker
projects, whichinvolves building an
elevated road along the new Metro
corridors. The budget may also set
aside funds for the tunnel roads
proposed onatwo-kmstretchunder
trial basis. Skydeckis another ambi-
tious project that will be funded by
the government,” he said.

During the recent presentation,
the BBMP officials apprised CM Sid-

FROM THE WALLET

Govt-
funded
works

(2016-24)
Rs 29,420
cr

daramaiah and Dy CM DK Shivaku-
mar about the various initiatives it
has undertaken to reform the civic
body. Among the works are: Digiti-
zation of 20 lakh property records,
which will be completed in March,
April 2024, introduction of e-khata
as well as automated plan approval
system for residential houses etc.

The state budget may also an-
nounce white-topping of roads al-
thoughthestate cabinethas already
approved the plan at a total cost of
Rs1,700 crore. The government will
onlybe providing Rs800 crorewhile
the remaining Rs 900 crore will be
raised by the BBMP fromits proper-
tytax collection.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Feb, 15, 2024

Funds
released
so far

Rs 19,205.37
cr

Funds
to be
released

Rs 10,215 cr

The BBMP, sourcessaid, hasasked
for an additional grant of Rs 200
crore for improving the buffer zone
of storm water drains and building
100-km of new road by acquiring the
private properties. Funds have also
been sought improving another 75
junctions.

Urbanist Ashwin Mahesh said fast
growing economies like Bengaluru
should be given priority in funding
and growth itself should pay for the
growth. “The state government
should earmarka certain percentage
of GST forundertaking development
projects not just in the BBMP limits
butareas that fall outsideitsjurisdic-
tion thatare fast growing,” he said.

Karnataka Cabinet gives nod for granting B-Khata for
constructions on unauthorised layouts under ULBs

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State Cabinet has re-
portedly approved a pro-
posal to grant B-Khata for
constructions that have
come up on illegal layouts
on non-government reve-
nue lands in all the Urban
Local Body (ULB) areas as
well as buildings without
building plan and collect
property tax from them.
The recommendation
by a Cabinet sub-commit-
tee constituted under the
chairmanship of Forest
Minister ~ B. Eshwar
Khandre to examine the

possibilities of extending
the provisions under
BBMP Act, 2020, Column
144 (6) and (21) to ULBs
were accepted by the Cabi-

net which met on
Thursday.
The Urban Local Bodies

in the State account for a
total of 54.91 lakh proper-
ties of which 34.35 lakh
properties are unauthor-
ised. Though these pro-
perties are getting civic
amenities like drinking
water, power and road,
there was no provision un-
der the existing law to col-
lect property tax from
them.

The decision to allow
collection of
property tax from
such constructions
may vield a total
annual revenue of
22,000 crore

According to sources,
the Cabinet’s decision to
allow collection of proper-
ty tax from such construc-
tions may yield a total an-
nual revenue of ¥ 2,000
crore.

It is learnt that the Cabi-
net sub-committee has de-
cided to fix the property
tax for these properties in
such a way that it would

Source: The Hindu, p.13 Feb. 16, 2024
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not burden the poor and
middle-class people.

Deadline

The Cabinet sub-commit-
tee has also reportedly re-
commended fixing a final
deadline beyond which
unauthorised layouts in
the state should not be
regularised. If any unauth-
orised layouts come up
beyond this date, provi-
sions have been made to

book  criminal cases
against developers in such
cases. Also, provisions

have been prescribed to
initiate disciplinary action
against officials who make
way for development of

such unauthorised
layouts. The provisions in-
clude slapping a penalty of
T one lakh on such offi-
cials. Sources said that the
State Cabinet had given
approval to such recom-
mendations on stringent
provisions to curb unauth-
orised layouts.

It is learnt that provi-
sions have been made to
ensure that the properties
under all the layouts are
registered only through e-
AASTHI. Sources said that
the Cauvery software re-
lated to registration of pro-
perties, there is no provi-
sion to register properties
if it is unauthorised.
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still out of the tax net. K MURALI KUMAR

body has 20.22 lakh buildings in the tax net. However,

Bengaluru’s property tax conundrum

In an effort to reduce its reliance on the State government for financial support, the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahan:
on defaulters to pay up, the owners are alleging harassment and saying the civic body too is at fault. Shreyas H.S.

Palike has set out to improve property tax collection. While it has served notices
the multiple issues facing both the BBMP as well as property

s Bengaluru’s civic officials were in the
process of sealing down a shop in the
neighbourhood of R.T. Nagar in north

es

Target for every ARO
As part of a recent exercise of matching the pro-
perty tax database of the city with the database

A senior BBMP official says this rigour is due to
stern direction to lmpmvc tax revenue by Benga-
luru Development Minister Shivakumar, who,

Marginal progress
But it doesn’t mean that there has been no pro-
gress on this front. As per a study by the Janaagra-

Bengaluru over alleged property tax = There are of commercial power connections, the city’s civ- | shortly after taking over in May 2023, theSelf = ha Centre for Citizenship and Democracy, in
evasion, the 50-year-old property owner Shan- = |akhs of ic body uncovered a tax evasion of nearly 3600 = Assessment Scheme for property tax in the city = 2016-17, the same year as the Economic Survey
Kar T. collapsed in shock. The civic officials, ta- | pyjldings crore. had led to evasion as people were not honestand | cited above, State government grants made up
ken aback, returned the keys even as the man | o art of the nearly €1,300 crore total ar- | under-declared their properties. 53% of the city’s civic budget, even as 47% of the
was grappling to arrange money to clear the dues |~ ™ rears identified now. Of the newly uncovered The city’s civic body brought in the SAS = budget came from the civic body’s own revenues.
and penalty. Although he was running a commer- | X netin evasion of 2600 crore, the civic body has already | scheme for property tax in 2002, under which | In the estimates for 202324, the dependance on
cial establishment, he was paying property tax | the city. This | collected almost 25% of the arrears over the last | property owners self-declared the grants has reduced to 37% even

stipulated for a residential property. isthesource  three months, sources in the BBMP Revenue De- | and nature of their property and paid the tax. | as the share of the civic body’s own revenues has
Shankar, in his defence, said he had been pay- | of major partment said. ‘The civic body has to verify the self-declaration of | shot up to 51%.

ing residential property tax as prescribed with- | corruption For the recovery of these arrears, the BBMPis = a random sample to ensure there is no tax Srikanth Viswanathan, CEO of Janaagraha

out fail, s only a small portion of the residential | e iy, | Seizing movable properties and even attaching | evasion. Centre for Citizenship and Democracy, said

building on the ground floor had been rentedtoa | it immovable properties. BBMP had been moving in the right direction ov-

shop. “Now I have taken loans to pay the civic bo- bringing It has sealed down more than 10,600 proper- =~ BBMP’s dependence on govt. er the past few years by steadily increasing pro-

dy. For many years now, nobody had raised any
objections, and now all of a sudden they want us
to pay arrears, interest on that, and a hefty penal-
ty,” he rued.

In another case, Ramesh Raj, who had rented
out his property for a small hotel, is asked to pay

ties after senior IAS officer Munish Moudgil took
charge as Special Commissioner (Revenue) of
BBMP in October 2023 and launched this special
drive. As of February 8, the civic body has alrea-
dy collected 3,548 crore in property tax and
cesses as against a revenue target of 34,790 crore.

However, the civic body has been able to collect
only a fraction of the potential for property tax in
the city, making it heavily dependent on State go-
vernment funds for not just capital expenditures
but also operational expenditures.

For instance, the Economic Survey for the

perty tax collections. “Linking of property tax
databases to stamp duties and registration charg-
es databases and power and water supply
datab: for big d: alytics, and an 80-20 ap-
proach of focusing on hlgh -value properties and
others would further help better the perfor-

3.5 lakh tax with penalty and interest for not | & CE _ year 201617 presented by the Union government | mance;” he said.

paying commercial property tax. He has topay | > PEMAISING 1 Goye. facing fund crunch Studied property tax collection and potential in

the commercial property tax for the last five | AXPayers The ongoing special drive comes in the context | Bengaluru and Jaipur, Rajasthan, using satellite | Tax collection drive faces flak

years. The residential property tax is pegged at = Whomay where the State government faces a fund crunch | imagery and actuals. “The estimate indicates = However, some civic activists have taken strong

600, while the commercial is fixed at £14,000 | have not as significant budgetary resources are being ear- | Bengaluru has the potential to collect upto4to7 | objection to the ongoing special drive to augment

r year. “I have now paid = been marked for implementing five guarantee = times its current property tax revenue,” the re- | property tax collection. N.S. Mukunda, of Benga-

half the sum and am now | completely schemes that were Congress’s poll promises. In | port said. luru Praja Vedike, and one of the original propo-
struggling to arrange the | onest but the Budget, Chief Minister Siddaramaiah is set to Seven years ago, in 2016-17, the Economic Sur- | nents of SAS for property tax in the early 2000s,
money,” he said. arcatleast | Present on Friday (February 16), the guarantee | vey estimated that considering the minimum | said the government was only penalising at least

Commercial properties
and residential properties
rented out attract a higher
property tax than self-oc-

cial drive to augment its re-
venues to reduce its
dependence on the State
government for grants, has
served such demand notic-
es on over 15,000 proper-
ties in the city over the last
®  three months.

Property owners cry foul

Many property owners who have received de-
mand notices for arrears, interest, and penalty
ha»e been crying foul, alleging harassment by
ind pointing out that the civic body
was also at fault.

In an election season, a delegation of the op-
position Bharatiya Janata Party MLAs and MPs
from the city termed the drive “a loot of the peo-
ple” and demanded that the State government
withdraw these notices for a hefty penalty. The
BJP has also argued that under Section 144 (15) (8)
of the BBMP Act 2020, the civic body cannot levy
fines retrospectively.

Following similar petitions by property own-
ers ata public grievance redressal meeting in the
city on January 17, Deputy Chief Minister and
Bengaluru Development Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar said the State government was mulling over
legal measures to cancel penalties levied on ar-
rears. “The hefty penalty is being levied as per
BBMP Act, 2020, which was brought by the BJP.
‘We need to bring an amendment to withdraw
these penalty notices. We are thinking along
those lines,” he said.

However, neither has there been any announ-
cement of such an amendment Bill being in the
pipeline in the ongoing Budget session of the Kar-
nataka Legislature, nor has the BBMP let up to
date.

p:
tax.
N.S. MUKUNDA

ng some

schemes are expected to have an allocation of ov-
er 50,000 crore.

A source in the BBMP said the Assistant Reve-
nue Officials (AROs) are directed to issue at least
25 notices per week and shut 20 shops per day.
The officials are working under extreme pressure

Floor Space Index (FSI), the potential for proper-
Ly tax was ¥4,369 crore, and it goes up to 8,693
crore considering the maximum FSI and 36,526
crores at an average FSI. Seven years later, during
which time, the city is sure to have added several
properties, the BBMP is yet to even set a property

a “partially honest” taxpayer. “There are lakhs of
buildings outside the tax net in the city. This is
the source of major corruption in the city. With-
out bringing these buildings into the tax net, the
government is penalising taxpayers who may
have not been completely honest but are at least

ty "civic hody. as they were warned of suspension for failing to | tax target of average FSI value from seven years | paying some tax,” he said.
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa- reach the target set by the Revenue Department. | ago. Presently, the city’s civic body has 20.22 lakh
like (BBMP), now on a spe- buildings in the tax net. However, BBMP officials

themselves concede that there are nearly 5to 7
lakh properties still out of the tax net, which do
not pay any tax. “The number of properties out
of the tax net has always been over 5 lakh for over
a decade now. Without this number coming
down, there is no meaning or justification for pe-
nalising taxpayers, who may have underpaid,”
Mukunda argued.

Former Congress councillor Abdul Wajid said
the ongoing special drive has led to harassment
of small and mid-level property taxpayers. “Un-
der the SAS, people may have understated the
measurement, but what did the revenue officials
do all these years? There is a fault on the BBMP’s
end, which should be taken into consideration
before taking stringent action. He said on a daily
basis, he is receiving calls from property owners
seeking help to convince BBMP to provide flexi-
bility,” he said. He also said the civic body, which
is chasing small defaulters, there were many big
defaulters from whom the civic body has failed to
collect dues.

Making defaulters pay a big challenge
Even as property tax collection has improved ov-
er the years, tax evasion and pending dues are al-
so mounting, which the civic body has failed to
address successively. The major challenge faced
by the BBMP is recovering tax dues from large de-
faulters. Among the top 50 defaulters, some have
pending dues, even to the tune of ¥150 crore.

“The defaulters approaching courts to secure
a stay order is a major hurdle in the tax collec-
tion. Many violators and tax evaders are success-
fully obtaining stay orders. Over the years, the
frail legal team failed to win these cases in the
courts,” Moudgil said, adding that the legal team
had been revamped. BBMP will soon publish the
names of top 50 defaulters.

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Feb. 16, 2024
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ECONOMY

Govt’s committed expenditure
increase offsets tax growth

BV.Shivashankar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Although tax
revenue has surged 12%, the
positive trend is overshad-
owed by a similar surge in
unproductive committed ex-
penditure. This means chief
minister Siddaramaiah may
have to lean heavily on loans
in his budget next week.

Tax revenue at the end of
Jan stood at Rs 1.3 lakh crore,
an increase from the Rs 1.1
lakh crore collected during the
same period last year. Finance
department officials attribute

KARNATAKA =

this to tax buoyancy, although
the state may narrowly fall
short of its annual target of Rs
1.7 lakh crore.

But the rise of committed
expenditure — interest pay-
ments, pensions, and salaries
— is a worry. Interest pay-
ments amount to Rs 34,024
crore, pensions to Rs 25,116
crore, and salaries amount to
about Rs 45,000 crore. They

account for about 75% of tax
revenue.

This adds to revenue ex-
penditure of Rs 2.5 lakh crore
allocated to guarantee
schemes, subsidies, and other
welfare initiatives. So far, the
government has spent Rs 1.8
lakh crore under the revenue

daramaiah aims to increase
the budget outlay for 2024-25
to Rs 3.8 lakh crore from the
previous Rs 3.3 lakh crore.
This will involve heightened
borrowing. Tax devolution
from the central pool will in-
crease to Rs 44,000 crore for
2024-25 from Rs 37,252 crore in

expenditure head. the current fiscal and will of-
Because of this fiscal chal-  fer support.

lenge, Siddaramaiah previ- BV Madhusudan Rao, sen-

ously proposed a - ior research advisor;

revenue deficit of | Total expenditure 010 £ Budget

Rs 12,523 crore
(0.5% of GSDP) in
the 2023-24 budget,
but he is anticipat-
ed to present a rev-
enue surplus budg-
et next week.
Basavaraja Ra-
yareddi, economic
adviser to the CM,
said, “The increase
in committed ex-
penditure means
we will be left with
little money for
capital expendi-
ture [developmen-
tal works). We will

for 2023-24
%3,27,747cr
Expenditure till 31 Jan
%2,27,179c¢r
Capital expenditure
%46,136¢r
Revenue expenditure
%1,81,042cr
Tax revenue estimated
%1,73,302cr

Collected till 31 Jan

%1,31,760cr

and Policy Studies,
said, “GSDP has in-
creased from Rs 25.7
lakh crore to Rs 29.5
lakh crore. This has
given the CM leeway
to borrow more than
Rs 1 lakh crore.”
Fiscal Responsi-
bility and Budget
Management
(FRBM) norm caps
total liability on the
state at 3% of GSDP.
The current liability
stands at 5.7 lakh
crore which means
the state can borrow

have to minimize all kinds of
unproductive spending.”
Despite these hurdles, Sid-

Source: The Times of India, p.6, Feb. 10, 2024
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up to Rs 1.2 lakh crore, but Sid-
daramaiah is likely to restrict
it to Rs 1 lakh crore.



BACK TO FRONT Concern After EV Manufacturing Firms Opt For TN | Siddaramaiah: A

State wipes slate clean, drafts new
pollcy for electric vehicle sector

@tnmesgroup com

Bengaluru: Stung after los-
ing investments from major
electric vehicle (EV) manu-
facturing companies to neigh-
bouring Tamil Nadu, which
offers far more attractive
subsidies, the Karnataka govt
is gearing up to revamp its
electric vehicle manufactur-
ing policy under the banner
‘Clean Mobility’.

This initiative aims to pro-
vide a renewed impetus to the
EV sector in the state while
also incorporating a futuris-
tic approach.

The industries depart-
ment has reportedly revised
its incentives and subsidies
to attract companies to estab-
lish their operations in Kar-
nataka. A key highlight of
the policy is its emphasis on
fuel-agnostic technology, po-
sitioning Karnataka as a
frontrunner in the clean en-
ergy automobile market.

Fuel-agnostic technology,
believed to be the future of the
automobile industry, allows
engines to utilise low or zero
carbon emission fuels such as
natural gas or hydrogen.

S Selvakumar, additional
chief secretary (industries),
said the govt envisions a fu-
ture where automobiles
predominantly operate on
clean energy, with a focus not
limited to electric vehicles
alone. He said stakeholders
were included in discussions
“to ensure comprehensive
participation”.

Sources within the indus-
tries department say the new
policy may extend incentives
to consumers as well, offering
subsidies on purchase of
clean energy automobiles to

Fresh funding for B’luru suburban rail,
launch deadline now moved to Dec 27

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: The state govt
has said Bengaluru’s subur-
ban railway project (BSRP)
will be ready for launch by
Dec 2027 — an extension of
the deadline — even as it took
a big step on Friday towards
becoming a reality.

In June 2022, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi had prom-
ised to ensure completion of
the project in 40 months — by
Dec 2025 — but little progress
has been made on the ground.

Funding has been one of
the biggest bugbears of the
project and this has delayed
commencement of work on
Corridor-1 and Corridor-3.
Funding comprises contribu-
tions from Karnataka govt,
ministry of railways, and ex-
ternal borrowing.

However, in a significant
milestone, the state govt on
Thursday signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU)
with KFW Development

mitigate the impact of the
withdrawal of the FAME II
subsidy by the central govt.
Minister MB Patil said the
clean mobility policy has
reached its final stages, and
a draft policy has been for-
warded to the finance depart-
ment for approval. “We have
crafted the policy with a long-
term perspective for Karna-
taka’s development and an-
ticipate that it would be pre-
sented to the cabinet soon. We

FUNDS INFUSION: Minister MB Patil and other officials with the
delegation from KFW Development Bank in Bengaluru on Friday

Bank of Germany to fund the
project. Industries minister
MB Patil on Friday said KFW
Development Bank has com-
mitted Rs 4,561 crore — a 20-
year loan at an annual inter-
est rate of 4%. He said the
infusion of funds from KFW
Development Bank will help
vault niggling hurdles.

N Manjula, managing di-
rector, K-RIDE (Rail Infra-

expect the policy to be imple-
mented within the next
month,” Patil said.

While unveiling the draft
policy in Nov 2023, Patil had
promised the creation of one
lakh jobs and an investment
of Rs 50,000 crore over the
next five years, underscoring
the govt’s commitment to
boosting clean energy.

Green hydrogen policy
Energy minister KJ George

Source: The Times of India, p.6, Feb. 10, 2024
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structure Development Com-
pany-Karnataka) — the spe-
cial purpose vehicle to imple-
ment the project — empha-
sised the project’s strategic
alignment with Bengaluru’s
existing infrastructure and
its potential to alleviate ur-
ban congestion.

She said BSRP is designed
to “complement rather than
compete” with the Metro Rail,

chaired a meeting to chalk
out a policy to promote green
hydrogen in the state. Indus-
tries minister MB Patil was
also in attendance.

Green hydrogen is pro-
duced through electrolysis of
water using renewable elec-
tricity. The objective of the
policy is to produce at least 0.5
million tonnes per annum, ca-
tering to the domestic and ex-
port markets.

This entails attracting in-

offering commuters greater
flexibility and convenience.
Once complete, the railway
network will span 148km and
encompass 58 stations across
four corridors, with a pro-
jected cost of Rs 15,767 crore.
Phase one of Corridor-2 —
Chikkabanavara-Yeshwant-
pur — is slated for completion
by June 2025, and phase two
— Yeshwantpur-Bennigana-
halli — by June 2026. Simi-
larly, Corridor-4 segment from
Benniganahalli-Rajanukunte
is earmarked for completion
by December 2026.
Corridor-1 has been di-
vided into two parts. The
Yelahanka-Devanahalli sec-
tion is scheduled to be com-
pleted by December 2026, and
the Bengaluru City-Yelahan-
ka stretch by December 2027.
Patil reassured stakehold-
ers of the govt’s commitment
to resolving lingering issues,
including land acquisition
concerns associated with Cor-
ridor-1 and Corridor-3.

vestments that qualify under
the strategic interventions for
green hydrogen transition
(SIGHT) under the National
Green Hydrogen Mission; to
foster demand for green hydro-
gen and its derivatives among
industry and mobility sectors
through fiscal incentives; and
to enable employment genera-
tion through skilling pro-
grammes, as well as to enable
strategic tie-ups with industry
and other stakeholders.



Banks may benefit from Paytm
vacuum as merchants look for options

Shop owners are adopting UPI
offerings from traditional banks

v

ANJALI JAIN
BENGALURU, DHNS

4 I Yhe Reserve Bank of In-
dia’s decision last week
toindefinitely halt opera-

tions of Paytm Payments Bank

post-February 29 has emerged
asanopportunity for notjustri-
val payments providers, butthe
older brick and mortar banks
that have been trying to get a
footin the burgeoning market
after shunning it earlier.
Multiple merchants in Ben-
galuru told DH that banks
they have accounts with ap-
proached them over the past
week to pitch their own QR
codes and alternatives to Pay-
tm soundboxes. Point of sale

(PoS) machines, popularised

in India by Paytm, give audio

confirmation for payment that
merchantsusuallybuy or paya

monthly subscription fee for.

This even as Paytm is trying
toimprove regulatory compli-
ance. The company will form
an advisory committee on
compliance and regulatory
matters, which will be headed
by former Securities and Ex-
change Board of India chair-
man M. Damodaran, it said on
Friday.

“We have tied up with
HDFC now after Pine Labs
approached us last week. Our
new QR Code and payment
device will arrive in a couple
of days,” said the manager of
Madurai Idly Shop, a promi-
nent eatery in Indiranagar. A
similar story was narrated by
merchants in various neigh-
bourhoods across the city.

Pine Labs provides PoS de-
vices to merchants through
banksincluding HDFC, which

has a payment application
called PayZapp along with a
merchantapplication--Smart
Hub Vyapar. Bothapplications
have been gaining significant
traction in the past few days,
HDFC’s group head for pay-
ments, consumer finance and
marketing, Parag Rao, recently
revealed atalaunch event.

Similar is the case with Yes
Bank, which had last year
launched a UPI based plug-in
service called HyperUPIin col-
laboration with JusPay which
allows customers to take pay-
ments directly on merchant
apps without the need of a
third-party like Paytm.

“I don’t trust Paytm any-
more. Wedon'tknow whatwill

Source: Deccan Herald, p.11, Feb, 10, 2024
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happen. Even this news was so
sudden. Yes Bank agents came
and convinced me to shift to
their QR code, which will send
money directly to my current
account,” said a kirana shop
owner in New Thippasandra.

Both banksdeclined to com-
ment when DHreached out to
them.

“Paytm had a first mover
advantage and innovative
ideas like the soundbox which
allowed it to capture a large
market before other players
camein. When it was entering
the merchant payment space,
banks neglected it to continue
focusing on their traditional
business, until it became too
big to ignore,” said Rakesh

Shinde, head of investor rela-
tions at financial services firm
Aavas Financiers.

The UPI merchants pay-
ment market in India is grow-
ing at a very rapid pace and is
expected toreach $1trillion by
FY26 according to a report by
Bain and Company. Big banks
lost the initial momentum that
was scooped up by new age
players like Paytm, BharatPe
and PhonePe because they
underestimated the market
potential.

But with growing demand,
banks also want a piece of the
pie. And the vacuum created
by Paytm, and BharatPe, have
given them the perfect oppor-
tunity, Shinde said.

“This is a good time for
banks to market their UPI of-
ferings and capture the mar-
ket. Merchants would prefer
trustworthy banks over new
companies, especially due to
their regulatory uncertainty.
Banks’ market share is likely
toincrease in the coming time
and tech-focused ones like
HDFC, Yes Bank, Kotak Ma-
hindra and IDFC are likely to
benefit from this,” he opined.
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BV.Shivshankar

DEMANDS LIST:

of guarantee schemes that

Spotlight on B’'luru devpt, irrigation

@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The much talked
about rivalry between chief
minister Siddaramaiah and
his deputy DK Shivakumar
has turned the spotlight on
expected budget allocations
for water resources and Ben-
galuru development, portfo-
lios which Shivakumar holds.

A section of Congress
functionaries is said to have
urged the CM to allocate

KARNATAKA - l

BODGERES,

adequate funds to these de-
partments, to present a pic-
ture of “unity”.

“Theories are being float-
ed on alleged friction between
the CM and his deputy and
the opposition is fanning it
with selective remarks,” said
TB Jayachandra, senior Con-
gress legislator and Karna-
taka’s special representative
in Delhi. “The perception that
Shivakumar is eying the CM
post and Siddaramiah is

Fund flow for water resources

2023-24:319,057¢r

(irrigation and flood control)
202223:322,933cr

Allocation for water resources:

Z16,760cr

Released till Jan end:

%11,500cr
spent sofar: ¥10,619¢r

Bengaluru development
Allocated in 2023-24: ¥3,350Cr
sought for 2024-25: T8,000Cr

blocking it is fueling this
speculation. The best thing
the CM can do to put specula-
tion at rest is to leverage the
budget and allocate sufficient
funds to the departments held
by the deputy CM.”

In his budget last year, Sid-

Siddaramaiah, on
Sunday, met with
members of
farmer groups
besides various
other
stakeholders as
part of budget
preparations

daramaiah had reduced allo-
cations for water resources,
earmarking Rs 19,057 crore for
irrigation and flood control. It
was a 17% decrease from Rs
22,933 crore allocated in the
previous budget.

Of the 16,760 crore allo-
cated for water resources, the
finance department released
Rs 11,500 crore till Feb 1 and
the department has spent Rs
10,619 crore so far.

Now, the water resources
department expects the CM to
double allocation to Rs 36,000
crore while actual require-
ment to complete the pending
projects is more than Rs 56,000
crore. Shivakumar, during a
pre-budget meeting last week,
is learnt to have said that he
did not pressure the finance
department last year in view

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Feb. 12, 2024
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were in the initial stage of
implementation, but he needs
adequate funds for 2024-25.

“Irrigation projects worth
Rs 1 lakh crore have been
sanctioned and more than Rs
56,000 crore worth of works
have been tendered. The de-
partment needs at least Rs
20,000 crore to finish projects
which are 90% complete,” said
an advisor to Shivakumar.

While Siddaramaiah allo-
cated Rs 7,400 crore for Ben-
galuru’s development under
Nagroththana scheme for five
years, the city got about Rs
3,350 crore for 2023-24. Now,
Shivakumar is seeking more
than Rs 8,000 crore for works
such as restoring storm water
drains (Rs 2,000 crore), ward
works (Rs 1,500 crore) and
flyovers (Rs 3,000 crore).

“The city’s development
needs govt’s support,” said NA
Harris, Congress MLA and
chairman of Bangalore Devel-
opment Authority. “For in-
stance, we need to hire urban
designers through a global
tender to prepare a master-
plan. The govt must ensure
funds for this.”



Five guarantees are helping 1.2 crore
families come out of poverty: Governor

Over 5 crore in State will be promoted to middle-class status owing to implementation of these schemes, says Gehlot

IN THE LEGISLATURE

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

overnor Thawaar-
Gchand Gehlot said
1.2 crore families

are rising above the pover-
ty line and entering middle
class owing to implementa-
tion of ‘five guarantee
schemes’ by the Congress
government in the State.
In his address to the
joint session of both the
Houses of the State legisla-
ture on Monday, the Gover-
nor said: “It is a global re-
cord that more than five
crore people of the State
will be promoted to mid-
dle-class status by imple-
mentation of five guaran-
tees — Shakti, Anna
Bhagya, Griha Jyoti, Griha
Lakshmi, and Yuva Nidhi —
by the State government.”
In the 24-page address,
Mr. Gehlot largely spelt out
the government’s pro-
grammes, specifically the
guarantee schemes. “My
government has done what
it has said, without com-
promising on the love,
trust, and hopes of the pe-
ople. It has brought about
a wind of change in the
lives of seven crore people
of the State by launching a
new era of happiness,

Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot addressing the joint session of the
State legislature at the Vidhana Soudha in Bengaluru on Monday.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

peace, and contentment.”

“Shakti scheme, which
provided free bus travel for
women, benefited 3.5
crore women of Karnata-
ka, including gender mi-
norities and students irres-
pective of caste, religion.
Women passengers have
made more than 150 crore
trips under the scheme.
Under the Anna Bhagya
scheme, 5 kg foodgrain
and 334 per kg in lieu of ad-
ditional 5 kg foodgrain

have been given to eligible
families under DBT. From
July 2023 to January 2024,
34,595 crore has been
transferred to eligible be-
neficiaries,” the Governor
said.

Mr. Gehlot said: “Under
the Gruha Jyoti scheme,
free electricity has been
provided to every house-
hold in the State subject to
a maximum consumption
limit of 200 units a month,
and 1.5 crore consumers

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Feb. 13, 2024
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have benefited.”

Under the Gruha Laksh-
mi scheme, 17,500 crore
has been allocated for pro-
viding ¥2,000 per month
to the woman head of ev-
ery eligible family. About
1.17 crore beneficiaries
have registered, and
11,037 crore has been re-
leased to beneficiaries till
January 2024 through DBT.
Under Yuva Nidhi scheme,
orders have been issued by
the government to provide
a monthly allowance of
33,000 to unemployed
graduates and 1,500 to di-
ploma holders, the Gover-
nor said.

“Economic activities are
picking up due to accumu-
lation of purchasing power
among the people due to
the guarantee schemes.
The guarantee schemes
are a model for the coun-
try. Other governments are
competing to adopt these
schemes,” Mr. Gehlot said
in his hour-long address to
members.

The schemes have pro-
vided solace to people suf-
fering from growing eco-
nomic inequality. The
money in the hands of the
people from the schemes
has given a boost to the
economy, he said.

On the investment
front, the State has re-
ceived ¥77,000 crore in the

last eight months. Appa-
rently referring to alleged
discrimination in devolu-
tion of taxes to the State by
the Centre, he said: “Kar-
nataka ranks second in
GST collection in the coun-
try, but it ranks 10th in
terms of receipt of tax
share.”

Despite the drought, Mr.
Gehlot said: “There is a re-
cord level of development
in the fields of road, water,
education, health, agricul-
ture, sericulture, animal
husbandry, and industry. It
is a record that out of the
total Budget announce-
ments, notifications have
been issued and imple-
mented in 97% of the total
announcements.”

Emphasising the go-
vernment’s efforts in re-
ducing economic inequali-
ty, Mr Gehlot said:
“Development not only
means economic develop-
ment, but also includes
sustainable development
and social harmony. The
government has been fol-
lowing the ‘Karnataka mo-
del’ since it came to power
and aims to further streng-
then this model, and make
Karnataka a unique State
in the entire country.”

With the Governor’s ad-
dress, the 10-day State
Budget session has com-
menced.



Gov peppers speech with pointers
on drought relief, tax devolution

Constitution our nat'l religion,
Gehlot tells joint session

BENGALURU, DHNS

political messaging tar-

geting the BJP, Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot on
Monday said the Constitution
isthe “national religion” while
alsolamenting the delayby the
Union government in the re-
lease of droughtrelief.

Gehlot,inhisaddresstothe
jointsession of thelegislature,
alsobroughtup how Karnata-
ka is getting shortchanged in
tax devolution.

“As per our Constitution,
there are restrictions on the
use of religion, caste etc in
elections. We should ensure

In a speech laced with

that all our actions and activ-
ities are in accordance with
the Constitution. We all need
to be determined and protect
the Constitutional institutions
so that they are not weakened
or misused for any reason,”
Gehlotsaid.

“We have to take a firm
pledge that if we protect the
Constitution, the Constitution
will protectus,”he added.

“My government has the
desire to implement every
aspiration of the Constitution
literally. We have intensified
our efforts to protect and up-
hold the Constitution, protect
human rights and establish
the desires of the Constitu-

Govrnor Thaawaréh

and Gehlot takes the grand‘ steps

the Vidhana Soudha to address the joint session of the state
legislature in Bengaluru on Monday. Legislative Assembly
Speaker U T Khader is seen. bH PHOTO/S K DINESH

tion. Necessarylaws are being
framed toimprove thelawand
justicesystem,” Gehlotsaid.
Gehlotsaid his government
is ready to implement more
pro-people schemes, but
there are notenoughresourc-
esavailable. “Karnataka ranks
second among the states that
collect the highest tax in the
country. Butitisranked tenth

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 5, Feb, 13, 2024

intermsofreceiptoftaxshare.
My government is putting ev-
ery effort to get our due share
rightfully and justifiably,” he
said.

Gehlot said 223 taluks are
drought-hit and that the state
government hadsought finan-
cial assistance of Rs 18,171.44
crore. “Till now, no amount
has been released. The state

government is making all
necessary efforts to release
drought relief urgently to al-
leviate the sufferings of the
people,” he said.

Stating thatthe government
had declared 12th-century so-
cialreformer Basavannaasthe
state’s cultural leader, Gehlot
said: “People like Basavanna,
Allama Prabhu, whoformeda
movement against Manuvada
andsowed the dream of equal-
ity, need to be our inspiration
i:1%ain and again in our actual
ife.”

Without mentioning the
NEP, Gehlot said Karnataka’s
State Education Policy would
create “new possibilities of
providing education that will
meet the needs of presentand
future.” The government, he
said, hasrealized the necessity
of correcting the deficiencies
in the field of education. “The
State Education Policy will
show a new direction for the
countryin thisregard.”

Hookah bars exploiting loophole to
avoid GST and ‘sin tax’: Health experts

Strategy employed by bars involves presenting hookah as component of food and beverages, thereby subjecting it only to a 5%

5ST rate, says official

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU
ollowing the recent
F ban, hookah bars in
Karnataka have

come under scrutiny for
evading GST and ‘sin tax’.
Public health advocates
said hookah bars have
been exploiting a loophole
in the GST system to avoid
the prescribed 28% GST
rate and a 72% cess, known
as a “sin tax”, by serving
hookah as part of their
food and beverage offer-
ings. This controversial
practice has raised signifi-
cant concerns among regu-
latory authorities and pu-
blic health advocates.
While the Shisha Cafes
and Restaurants’ Associa-
tion has approached the
court claiming that the ban
has resulted in employ-
ment loss, public health
advocates said their licenc-
es are for running restau-
rants and not hookah bars.
Hence, there is no ques-
tion of employment loss.

/ 0\

U.S. Vishal Rao, mem-
ber of the State govern-
ment’s High Power Com-
mittee on Tobacco
Control, said the strategy
employed by hookah bars
involves presenting hoo-
kah as a component of

food and beverages, there-
by subjecting it only to a
5% GST rate.

“Proponents of this ap-
proach argue that hookah
can be classified as an “ar-
ticle for human consump-
tion”, allowing it to fall un-

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Feb. 13, 2024

Public health advocates say that the licences are for running restaurants and not hookah bars. FILE PHOTO

der the lower tax bracket.
However, this argument is
contentious, as hookah is
not a traditional food item
and is widely acknow-
ledged to pose significant
health risks, including po-
tential harm to respiratory
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and cardiovascular sys-
tems,” Dr. Rao told The
Hindu.

“Moreover, it has been
observed that hookah bars
may be neglecting the dis-
play of health warnings
while serving hookah,
further exacerbating con-
cerns about their com-
pliance with public health
and safety regulations. The
absence of prominent
health advisories raises se-
rious questions about the
establishments’ commit-
ment to safeguarding the
well-being of their patrons
and the general public,” he
said.

Dr. Rao said the implica-
tions of this practice ex-
tend beyond potential tax
evasion, touching upon
broader issues of public
health, consumer protec-
tion, and regulatory com-
pliance.

Legal business, says
association

However, Mohammed
Danish, president of the

Shisha Cafes and Restau-
rants’ Association, claimed
their business is legal and
legitimate.

“Apart from purchasing
tax, sales tax and several
other licence fees, we pay
GST ranging between
15,000 to 320,000 to the
government monthly,” he
said.

“Hookah smoking could
be compared to smoking
cigarettes, and the High
Court had earlier ruled
that a trade licence was suf-
ficient to run a hookah bar,
and if a dedicated smoking
area is provided within a
restaurant, then there
were no legal issues run-
ning the business,” he
explained.

He said the Association
had on February 9 ap-
proached the court chal-
lenging the State govern-
ment’s order banning the
use, sale, or service of
smoking hookah in Karna-
taka. “We are planning to
file another blanket peti-
tion on Tuesday,” he said.



OLD STORY Loans Were Disbursed Between 1977 And 2007 | 5.6% Stake In Mysore |

CAG report: State-run entities owe
govt <10k cr, BWSSB is top debtor

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Even while con-
cerns swirl over the govt’s fi-
nancial health, a report re-
veals that 28 state-run boards,
corporations and other firms
owe the govt a staggering Rs
10,390 crore and some of these
loans have been outstanding
for the past 45 years.

Bangalore Water Supply
and Sewerage Board (BWSSB)
stands at the top of the list of
debtors with dues of Rs 8,094
crore outstanding. The loan
goes way back to 1977. Karna-
taka Urban Water Supply and
Drainage Board (KUWSDB),
with an outstanding amount
of Rs 1,576 crore since 1986, is
a distant second.

These loans were extended
between 1977 and 2007 and the
bulk remain unpaid, a report
by Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (CAG) states.

Besides KUWSDB and
BWSSB, Karnataka Housing
Board, Bangalore Develop-
ment Authority, Hutti Gold
Mines, Karnataka Soaps and
Detergents Ltd among others
owe the govt money.

The total principal due
stands at Rs 9,380 crore, al-
though many entities have
been making regular interest

Sparks fly over
law and order

‘ensions flared in the legis-

lative assembly as BJP ac-
cused the govt of fostering a
“goonda rajya” (lawless state).
Opposition leader R Ashoka
kicked off a debate on the de-
teriorating law and order situ-
ation by highlighting recent in-
cidents, including the case of
public humiliation in Belagavi
and a gang rape in Haveri.
Ashoka’s call for an adjourn-
ment motion faced resistance
from Congress, leading to tu-
mult. Home minister G Para-
meshwara assured action, but
BJP MLAs pressed for immedi-
ate intervention. Amid heated

exchanges, speaker UT Khader B

said only one adjournment no-
tice could be considered per
day, and since JD(S) had given
prior notice, BJP’s motion was
moved to Wednesday.

payments. So far, these entities
have paid back Rs 5,466 crore,
mostly in interest.

For example, the principal
amount of BWSSB’s loan, ini-
tiated in 1977, ballooned to Rs
7,085 crore and Rs 5,059 crore
interest. Despite repaying Rs
4,049 crore in interest, the

HOLDING FORTH: Deputy chief minister DK Shivakumar and home minister
G Parameshwara with legislators in the assembly on Tuesday

BJP objects to 32 cr grant for waqf assets

JP criticized the government’s decision to allocate Rs 32 crore to safeguard A g
wagf properties, citing more compelling issues such as drought and a drinking [URULSIUS TN ETIE)

govt announced the grant on Feb 7.

board still owes the govt a
hefty Rs 8,094 crore as of
March 31, 2023.

There is also the preposter-
ous case of Karnataka State
Seeds Corporation Ltd which
borrowed Rs 1.4 crore in 1977.
Although it repaid a stagger-
ing Rs 7.3 crore in interest, the

Source: The Times of India, p.6, Feb. 14, 2024

water crisis. On social media, BJP accused chief minister Siddaramaiah of prior-
itising the development of a “specific community” rather than addressing issues g
faced by all citizens. They likened the move to Nero fiddling while Rome burnt. The [EEEEES AU IENEIE

principal remains unpaid.
The CAG report also flags
a separate issue concerning
the single nodal agency (SNA)
for central govt schemes in
Karnataka. Despite transfer-
ring central and state shares
amounting to Rs 12,069 crore
and Rs 11,463 crore, respec-

IANS

GOVT DEFAULTS
ON INTEREST

The CAG report reveals the
govt fell short of disbursing
enough cash to pay interest on
state govt employees’ group in-

cal. While the govt allocated Rs
278 crore in its budget for the
purpose, it failed to fulfil its ob-
ligation by Rs 84.7 crore for
the fourth quarter due to insuf-
ficient funds. The responsibility
for implementing the
compulsory insurance pro-
gramme for all state govt em-
ployees falls under the Karna-
taka government insurance de-
partment (KGID).

However, despite its crucial
role, KGID had only Rs 45.4

this shortfall, KGID was com-
pelled to seek re-appropriation

and meet its obligations.

tively, a significant sum of Rs
13,925 crore remained unspent
in SNA bank accounts as of
March 31, 2023.

The report highlights dis-
crepancies in expenditure
figures and urges transparent
financial management prac-
tices within govt agencies.

70% of 46L construction workers’ cards bogus: Min

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Labour minister
Santosh Lad revealed that of
the 46 lakh construction work-
ersregistered with Karnataka
Construction Workers’ Wel-
fare Board, a staggering 70%
are believed to be bogus.

He said the department
has removed around 7 lakh
fraudulent cards, but the pro-
cess of weeding out these
registrations requires time

and diligence. imposed by the department.
Replying to BJP's Siddu ~ They questioned the practi-
Savadi during question @ cality of demanding official
hour in the legislative as- #° reference letters from con-
sembly on Tuesday, Lad tractors and previous
disclosed that efforts P .« work locations for those
are under way to wanting to register.
identify and elimi- BJP chief whip
nate bogus registra- V Sunil Kumar high-
tions from the sys- lighted the challeng-
tem. Savadi and es faced by labourers
other BJP mem- in obtaining such
bers questioned the documentation.
stringent registration process However, Lad emphasised

the importance of verifying
the authenticity of registra-
tions to ensure effective de-
livery of the govt’s social se-
curity benefits. He cited in-
stances, such as in Haveri
district, where a significant
number of worker cards
were found to be bogus, un-
derscoring the need for a
thorough review process.
Lad outlined plans to estab-
lish nodal offices in every dis-
trict to help workers submit

Source: The Times of India, p.6, Feb. 14, 2024
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documents and streamline the
registration process. He reiter-
ated the commitment of the
labour department to address
the issue and ensure welfare
reaches genuine beneficiaries.

The workers’ board has a
substantial corpus of more
than Rs 2,000 crore and it plays
a crucial role in providing so-
cial security benefits, includ-
ing support for children’s edu-
cation and weddings of con-
struction workers.



Namma Metro Phase 3 plan afoot;
Rs 1,000 cr sought from state govt

As Centre preps to okay DPR,
groundwork will start soon on

West of ORR line

MUTHI-UR-RAHMAN SIDDIQUI
BENGALURU, DHNS

roundwork is set to begin

on Namma Metro’s Phase 3 as

the BMRCL has sought over
Rs1,000 croreintheupcomingstate
budgettoundertakeworksrelated to
two new lines.

Phase 3 will be 44.65 km long
and have twonew lines (JP Nagar 4th
Phase to Kempapura and Hosahalli
to Kadabagere). The first line will
cover the western part of the Outer
Ring Road while the second will run
along Magadi Road.

The Detailed Project Report
(DPR) for Phase 3 was sent to the
union government in November
2022 for approval. After a lengthy
discussion process, the Centre will
likely approve the DPR by March,
multiplesourcesin Bangalore Metro
Rail Corporation Limited (BMRCL)
said.

“The union government usually
takes 12-18 months to approve the
DPR. So this is nothing unusual,” a
well-placed source told DH.

To carry out the groundwork,
the BMRCL has requested the state
government to allocate Rs 1,003.47
crore in the upcoming budget for

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 3A, Feb, 14,

Length: 44.65 Km

Lines: 2

stations: 31

JP Nagar 4th Phase-Kempapura:
32.15 km; 23 stations
Hosahalli-Kadabagere:

12.5 km: 9 stations
Funds sought in 2024-25:

rs1,003.47 cr

Phase 3, the source added.

While a key sticking point about
reducing the train length from six to
three coaches for the Magadi Road
line has been resolved, another of-
ficial source said all nine stations
between Hosahalli and Kadabagere
would have the standard 135-me-
tre-long platforms. “We may run
six-coach trains in the future based
ondemand,” the source added.

The BMRCL has already under-
taken pre-construction activities for
the ORR line. These include shifting

Namma Metro’s Phase 3 line will deviate from the road median to avoid
demolishing the Delmia Circle flyover. bHFILE PHOTO

Funds for metro

m The BMRCL has sought

Rs 5,234.62 cr from the state gov-
ernment and Rs 2,597.57 cr from
the Government of India for the
2024-25 financial year.

m The state government funds
will be spent on Phases 2, 2A, 2B
and 3 while the Gol funds will be
utilised for Phases 2, 2A and 2B, a
well-placed source said.

of utilities, enumeration of trees and
land acquisition.

Talking aboutland acquisition, the
BMRCL’s General Manager (Land
Acquisition) M S Channappagoudar
said properties required to build
stations and viaducts between JP
Nagar 4th Phase and Mysuru Road
had been identified and documents
were being collected from owners.

However, land requirement plans
for the Nagarabhavi-Kempapura
stretch and the MagadiRoadlineare
still being finalised, he added.

While the metro viaduct will most-
ly run along the median strip, it will

2024
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take a different route in some places
given the presence of flyovers and
railway lines. The alignment will
change at the Delmia Circle flyover,
Deve Gowda Petro Bunk and the fly-
over on Mysuru Road. In addition,
the metro line will pass through de-
fence land and skirt the railway line
near Yeshwantpur.

“We will need private land to build
the viaduct at these places,” he told
DH.

Channappagoudar added that
land acquisition would start as soon
asthe governmentapproved Phase 3
and would take 6-8 months.



PRR project requires
124,000 cr.; it will be
turned into economic
corridor, says Dy. CM

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar on Tuesday
told the Legislative As-
sembly that the proposed
Peripheral Ring Road
(PRR) project in Bengaluru
will be converted into an
economic corridor and
that the project would re-
quire an estimated
124,000 crore.
Responding to a call-at-
tention notice tabled by
BJP MLA Shailendra Bel-
dale in the Assembly, Mr.
Shivakumar said, “It has
been 15 years since the pro-
ject was proposed. Pre-
vious governments tried to
begin the project. But they
failed as no one came for-
ward to bid for the tender.
So now the plan is being
changed and it will be

rolled out under the PPP
model. The tender for this
project has been called
and February 29 is the last
day for tender submission.
The project requires an
area of 2,596 acres, of
which only 220 acres is go-
vernment land, and the
rest is private land.”

In Cabinet

“Even though there is a
court order about compen-
sation for this land, we
have decided to discuss
this issue in the State Cabi-
net and help farmers who
are losing their land. I have
assured the farmers that
we will not de-notify this
land again and we will im-
plement the project. It is
estimated that 324,000
crore is required for this
project,” Mr. Shivakumar
said.

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Feb. 14, 2024
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‘Govt. has not
recovered
huge loans
since 1977

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government has
not recovered outstanding
loans of %10,389.78 crore
given to its eight depart-
ments and undertakings,
which included borrow-
ings since 1977, stated the
Comptroller & Auditor
General (CAG) report.

The CAG report on Fi-
nance Accounts for the
2022-23 fiscal was tabled in
the Legislative Assembly
on Tuesday. “In respect of
old loans amounting to
T10,389.78 crore involving
eight departments (21 loa-
nee entities), recoveries of
principal have not been ef-
fectedfor several years.
This includes loans pend-
ing since the year 1977, the
report said.

The 21 loanee entities,
most of them State-owned
undertakings, have arrears
of ¥15,856 crore, which in-
cludes principal of ¥9,380
crore.

The oldest arrears are
from 1977 pertaining to
loans given to the BWSSB,
Karnataka State Seeds Cor-
poration Ltd., the Electro
Mobile India Ltd., and Kar-
nataka State Tourism Deve-
lopment Corporation.

Further, the terms and
conditions of repayment of
loans have not been settled
for the 28 statutory bodies
or other entities with loans
amounting to 31,462.01
crore as on March 31, 2023.

It said in recent years,
the borrowing profile of
the State has shown an in-
creasing trend towards
more reliance on open
market borrowings. The
outstanding market bor-
rowings of the year (2022-
23) worked out to 62.92%
of the gross public debt
and other liabilities. The
government has raised
market loans of ¥36,000
crore.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Feb. 14, 2024
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Law to curb cricket betting and online gaming soon

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
on Tuesday announced
that it would come out with
a new legislation to curb
cricket betting and online
gaming.

Replying to concerns
raised by members across
party affiliations in the As-
sembly about the serious
impact of betting and on-
line gaming on vyouth,
Home Minister G. Para-
meshwara said, “Soon we
will bring out a new legisla-
tion to prevent this.” At the
same time, he sought to re-

-
G. Parameshwara

mind the Centre that it too
had a role in curbing the
menace by amending the
Central legislation con-
cerned.

Pointing out that the
Centre was getting 28%
GST on proceeds from on-
line gaming, he said the
Centre should not allow

online gaming to continue
just because it is getting
huge GST from it.

Earlier, IT&BT Minister
Priyank Kharge said there
was a dire need to clearly
define “Game of Chance”
and “Game of Skill” by
both the State and the
Centre to set the legal stage
ready for banning online
betting and gaming.

Pointing out that gaming
transactions accounted for
about 1.6 lakh crore, he
said the Centre was getting
nearly 74,000 crore as
GST from these transac-
tions. Some online gamers
had even started playing on

the servers of other coun-
tries to avoid GST, he said.

The Home Minister also
talked about drug cases,
and said, “Our government
has filed 6,764 cases relat-
ed to drug peddling so far.
In fact, the police recently
seized 9,645 kg of ganja
and 233 kg of synthetic
drugs, together worth
around 3142 crore.”

Dr. Parameshwara said
the government had alrea-
dy deported 245 foreign-
ers, mostly African nation-
als for their involvement in
drug dealings.

Cases had been filed
against 102 foreigners in

this regard, he said.

Earlier Congress MLA
Ravi Ganiga alleged that the
cricket betting had become
s0 rampant in districts in-
cluding Mandya that there
were bookies in every pro-
minent village. “After every
IPL cricket match, the boo-
kies are taking away two-
wheelers from the youth
who lose bets and fail to
provide the  betting
amount,” he said.

He alleged that the boo-
kies had connections with
all the three major political
parties and used their in-
fluence whenever they
were in trouble.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Feb. 14, 2024

Govt. will withdraw benefits to firms that
failed to provide jobs to land-losers: Patil

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Large and Medium Indus-
tries Minister M.B. Patil on
Tuesday told the Legisla-
tive Assembly that the go-
vernment would take strict
action including withdra-
wal of incentives to the in-
dustries that have failed to
provide jobs to land-losers
despite availing incentives
and subsidies from the go-
vernment including allot-
ment of land.

Replying to a call atten-
tion notice in this regard by
JD(S) member Samruddhi

Manjunath, Mr. Patil said
the rules made it clear that
the industries would lose
the incentives and the land
if they failed to honour the
commitment of providing
jobs to land-losers depend-
ing upon their educational
qualification.

Members across party
affiliations alleged that va-
rious prominent industries
who had availed land and
other benefits from the go-
vernment had failed to
abide by the norm of pro-
viding jobs to land-losers
or to the locals.

BJP member Arvind Bel-

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Feb. 14, 2024
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lad alleged that the Infosys
which had been given 58
acres of land in Hubballi
for industrial purposes had
actually “turned the land
into a garden.”

Claiming that the land
had been granted to the In-
fosys at ¥35 lakh an acre as
against the prevailing rate
of 1.5 crore an acre hoping
that the land-losers’ chil-
dren would get jobs, he
said the hopes of the land-
losers had now been
dashed. Responding to
this, the Minister said the
government would look in-
to the issue.
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EDUCATION

Revision panel report yet to be submitted,
delay likely in supply of textbooks

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

A delay is likely in the
printing and supply of text-
books to schoolchildren in
Karnataka for the 2024-25
academic year as the Text-
book Revision Committee,
headed by Manjunath G.
Hegade, is yet to submit its
report to the State
government.

From the next academic
year, steps have been taken
to provide two books per
year, divided into two
parts — (Summative Assess-
ment) SA-1 and SA-2. The
Karnataka Text Book Socie-
ty (KTBS) has to print
about 12 crore textbooks.
The delay in submission of
the textbook revision com-

Continued...

mittee report will delay the
printing of textbooks.

In September 2023, the
State government appoint-
ed the committee to re-ex-
amine the textbooks re-
vised by the earlier
committee headed by Ro-
hit Chakratheertha in
2022-23. The committee
said it would submit a re-
port to the government by
the end of January, 2024.
However, the committee is
yet to submit its report.

Sources in the Depart-
ment of School Education
and Literacy said that the
unavailability of the Minis-
ter is the main reason for
the delay in submission of
the report. “The commit-
tee has decided to submit
the report to the Minister
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concerned. However, as
the Minister is not available
in his Bengaluru office for
many days, the submission
of the report is getting de-
layed. The Budget session
will start on February 12,
and the report may be sub-
mitted at that time,” sourc-
es said.

Delay in printing

To reduce the burden of
school bags, the State go-
vernment has decided to
divide the textbooks into
two parts — SA-1 and SA-2 —
from the year 2024-25.

The KTBS has planned
to print around 12.79 crore
textbooks from classes 1 to
10 with a total of 984 titles.
When the textbooks of
about 120 pages are divid-

ed into SA-1 and SA-2, it is
estimated that an addition-
al 8 to 10 pages should be
printed for each textbook,
including the cover page.
During 2023-24, around
6.39 crore text books were
printed and supplied out of
a total of 562 titles.

Tender rules for text-
book printing are strict.
Piece tender cannot be gi-
ven for printing of text-
books. Also, all textbooks
should be printed in the
same publishing house.
The tender process will be
finalised after completion
of other assessment, in-
cluding quality of paper
used for printing.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 2



From Page One

Revision panel report
yet to be submitted

It takes at least 90 to 120 days to print such a large
volume of text books. So, the department would
finalise the tender process by the end of February
and start the printing in March to ensure that the
textbooks reach the children by June. Last year,
the department had supplied textbooks to all
schools by the end of May.

Prof. Hegade, Chairman, Textbook Revision
Committee, told The Hindu, “Due to various rea-
sons, submission of the textbook revision commit-
tee report has been slightly delayed. The report is
ready, and will be submitted to the government
next week.”

An official of KTBS said, “After the committee
submits its report to the government, the report
will be examined at the government level. The go-
vernment then puts the report in the public do-
main and sets aside 15 days for submission of ob-
jections from the public. Then, this report should
be approved at the government level, and appro-
val for printing of text books should be given. All
these processes should be completed by the end
of March at least. Only after this, the KTBS should
call for tender and issue the work order for print-
ing of text books. This time SA-1 and S-2 textbooks
have to be printed. So, at least four months are re-
quired to print. So, the availability of textbooks is
doubtful even by July.”

Source: The Hindu, p.1 & 2, Feb. 10, 2024
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Twinning Prog: Study-abroad
dream of students shattered

Not authorised to give associate’s
degree, say collaborative varsities

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

he study-abroad dreams
Tof several students,

who had enrolled for
the Twinning Diploma Pro-
gramme launched by the
previous BJP government at
Sri Jayachamarajendra Gov-
ernment Polytechnic (SJP) in
Bengaluru, were shattered as
the overseas universities have
been sending communication
saying thattheynolonger offer
sucha course.

The programme was
launched during the 2021-22
academic year and the stu-
dents were supposed to be
sent to the foreign universities
for on-campus study during

their third-year/final semes-
ter of the course. As many as
48 third-year students have
now lost their hopes after they
received email communication
from Athens State University
in Greece stating that they are
not authorised to give ‘associ-
ate’sdegree’.

The email accessed by DH
reads, “We have not been au-
thorised to give an associate’s
degreeforaverylongtime. So
this is not a sudden change.
Our original partnership de-
pended on a collaboration
with a community college
that does offer an associate’s
degree. We have not been
able to get this collaboration
because of increased costs in

higher education.”

The Athens State Univer-
sity further said that they can
transfer the course creditsand
the candidates can getin touch
with the community college to
continue their educational
goal.

Several parentsand students
staged a protest in front of the
director of technical education
officeat KR Circlein Bengaluru
afewdaysago.

Parents of theaggrieved stu-
dents claimed that the earlier
agreements with Monte Carlo
and Harrisburg Universitiesin
Pennsylvania university in the
United States of Americawere
discontinued and the govern-
ment signed agreement with
Athens State University. The
faculties from Athens varsity
even conducted virtual classes
for these students in the sec-
ond-year.

“The officials of the techni-
cal education department are
saying the MoU was scrapped
in December 2023 itself and

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, Feb, 10, 2024
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the Athens state university
had sent a communication
regarding that. But the Ath-
ens university is still conduct-
ing online classes,” said a
parent.

“Wesuspectsomething fishy
inthis entire programme. The
state government has cheated
our children and shattered
their dreams of studying at a
collaborative foreign univer-
sity. They joined the Cyber
Security course, now collegeis
asking them to study Comput-
er Science,”’lamented another
parent.

Meanwhile, the officials of
the department blamed the
officers who were involved in
introducing this programme
during the BJP’sregime. “The
departmentisnotaware of the
communication sent by the
collaborative foreign universi-
ties since the emails are being
sent to those who introduced
this programme during the
previous BJP government,”
they said.



Higher rungs of
learning ladder
out of reach

Toleverage thedemographic dividend and literacy, India
needs acomprehensive policy toensureyouth have better
access tohigher education

R KRISHNAKUMAR
BENGALURU, DHNS

he Annual Status of Education
I Report (ASER) 2023 underlines
an exercise that tested critical
thinking among the respondents of the
national survey, all aged between 14
and18yearsand living in rural areas.
Their task involved the calculation
of money to be repaid on a loan of Rs
20,000, based on different interest
rates offered by three banks. Two
questions were posed: Which bank
would you approach? What would be
the amount to be repaid after a year?

INSIGHT

Only10.6% of the sampled group
could answer both questions correctly.
About 37% of the respondents could
work the percentages and calculate
the interest but adding it to the princi-
pal to arrive at the repayment amount
was the tougher part.

The report notes that even among
the science and commerce stream
students in classes 11 and 12, only 20%
could get the answer.

Four key questions that emerge
from the findings of ASER 2023 -
the reportis based on a citizen-led
household survey, conducted in 28
rural districts across 26 states, and
reaching 34,745 youth - are about the
inadequacies in our school education
systems and a set of unique social
and economic markers thatinfluence
learning in rural India.

What pushes a large number of
children out of schools between ages
14 and 18? How do we intervene and
set right the flat learning trajectories
in grades 5 to 82 Why are there, still,
large gaps between the learnings from
school and their applicationsin life? Is
India at a place where it can leverage
its rising digital literacy to enable a
generation of students to find more
employment opportunities?

14-year-olds declines as the age

increases, according to arecent
study. Inpic, childrenata schoolin
Bengaluru. bH PHOTO/ B K JANARDHAN

Whatalawcando

Prof S Japhet, former vice-chancellor
of the Bengaluru Central Univer-

sity and founding director of the
UGC-sponsored Centre for the Study
of Social Exclusion and Inclusive Pol-
icy, lists multiple factors that contrib-
ute to the high rate of school dropouts
among older children, most of them
traced to social inequalities.

He notes that economic constraints
make the possibility of an immedi-
ateincome seem attractive, forcing
parents to send their children to work.
“The proximity to schools is critical
in getting children to enrol; this has
always been a serious issue. A lack of
clarity on prospective careers among
the youth is more evidentin rural
areas. The subpar quality of existing
school curricula has also contributed
to the poor retention of children in this
age group,” Prof Japhet says.

The report reveals that while
86.8% in the 14-18 years age group
are enrolled in educational insti-
tutions, age-specific discrepancies
emerge as a key takeaway —among the
14-year-olds, 3.9% are not enrolled;
the non-enrolment rate among the
18-year-olds is significantly higher,
32.6%.

» Higher education, Page 2
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In2017
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14% of youth in the 14-18 age
group were not enrolled in
formal education

Only 5% were taking some
type of vocational training

57% of enrolled youth could
not do a 3-digit by 1-digit
division correctly

f==}
About 35% were unable to
name India’s capital city

However, 3,”9‘“’“' \

v, q:“

More than
half struggle
with division
problems.

About s7.3x\

canread
sentences in
English.

still cannot read
a CIass 2 level

Ianguale

W

The case of
Karnataka

Z 7 1,00,000 population

Schools with  Schools with

Class 8

The percentage of youth not enrolled
rises sharply between 17 and 18 years

Age ‘Male | Female
14-16 1.4% 2.4%
17-18 212% | 18%

In 2022

S — )

More than 85% of youth aged
14-18 are currently enrolled in
some educational institution

45% in the age group have
basic arithmetic proficiency
E

Close to 90% of the 14-18
age group reported having a
smartphone at home
=

More than 90% reported being
able to use such a device

Less than 6%
are currently
doing vocational
courses.

2z, Number of schools per

Schools with

Class 9 & 10 Class 11 & 12

Percentage of
youth not enrolled
increases with age:

Education policy expert and researcher
Rishikesh B S traces this striking vari-
ance to the Right of Children to Freeand
CompulsoryEducation (RTE) Act, 2009,
which covers children who are aged be-
tween six and 14 years. “The high enrol-
ment rate among the 14-year-olds shows
that the RTE Act has had a tr

Fewer girls are opting for

STEM subjects

Infra inadequate

ing state education policy in Karnataka,
sees the training of teachers as critical to
developing learning models that engage
with the children. “There is the issue of
filling up the large number of vacancies.
Then comes the challenge of getting the
teacherswhoareused totraditional meth-
ods toadapt to digital tools,” he says.

Byroteisnottheroute
There are I problems to ad-

impact. Thisis the power of law and thisis
whyitneedstobeextended to the 14-t0-18
years age group. The high dropout rate
among older students reflects multiple
systemic flaws. There is poor implemen-
tationbecause thereis nolaw. Forhouse-
holds struggling for their twodaily meals,
sending the childto workmakeseconomjc

dress, like the absence of basic reading
and numeracyskillsamong large sections
of lnqu youngpopulauon Sludentswho
missthe ionto
ly stages of schooling are, typically, Ieft
without intervention as they progress to
higher classes with flatlearning curves.
ASER 2023 reveals that more young

sense. The child eaverse
to the idea of continuing because of the
poor standards of elementary schooling
they have had,” he says. Rishikesh leads
the Hub for Education, Law and Policy at
Azim Premji University.

Low access, lacklustre resources
The calls for extending RTE to older stu-
dents have been gaining tractionin India.
Prof Japhet says the potentially “trans-
formative” extension could significantly
improve two key aspects of India’s school
education system - inclusivity and con-
tinuity. “By ensuring free education to a
large group of chuldren youare address-
itiesas
well. This, however, is an ambitious task
that will require extensive planning and
careful allocation of resources,” he says.
India’s plans for revitalising its school-
ing system, some of them inspired by
successful global models, are also tem-
pered by the realities of inadequate basic
infrastructure - this has necessitated ex-
periments like clustering, where schools

people have c d eight or more
years of schooling - 84% of the sampled
group ~ compared to 81% in the 2017
report. It notes that the longer period of
schooling has, however, not translated
to improved Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy (FLN) skills. While 76.6% of
the 14-18-year-olds could read a grade
2-level text in 2017, the number dropped
t073.6%in 2023. Only 43.3% could solve
3-digitby1-digitdivision problems (39.5%
in2017),askill “usually expected”ingrade
3-4students.

Rishikesh notes that the National Ed-
ucation Policy (NEP) 2020 has been em-
phatic on the importance of FLN skills.
“There is no need to pit FLN against
critical thinking in some kind of a debate
—without FLN, children will not survive
high school; without FLN, that ninth
standard is going to be a horrible place
for them. It needs to be emphasised that
FLN is not mere reading, writing and
math; it involves thinking while the chil-
dren engage in these activities. These
skills, unlike th ired throughrote

thatdo not have enough students, teach-
ers or facilities, are grouped to share the
resources.

ASER 2023 highlights the rising aca-
demic pressure on the children, and “se-
vere disappointments”, often a result of
the aspirations of parents with limited or

no schooling.
Experts have '\Isounderlmed thcneed
toaddresslear ie In-

learning, help the children understand
the concepts,”he says.

ASER 2023 comes with the tagline ‘Be-
yond Basics’. WlllmaWadhwa, the ASER

W Humanities
W STEM

= Commerce
m Others

Female

decade. Experts maintain that widen-
ing the scope of these efforts to address
learning deficitsamong childrenin higher
gradesis the way forward.

Skills for the future

According to ASER 2023, only 5.6% of

the respondents are currently taking

vocational training or related courses.

NEP 2020 hasrecommendeda phased
npro-

This proposed integration isaimed at
overcoming the “social status hierar-
chy”associated with vocational edu-
cation whichis perceived asinferior
to mainstream education.
Narrativesaround theeducation
and employability of the youth are
increasingly tagged with the stag-
geringrisein theuse of smartphonesand
digital technologies in rural India. Is the
country placedwell toleverage this digital
literacy, to prepare its youth for higher
studies and better employment?
Theinternet’s potential todemocratise
the use of these technologies comes with
pitfalls, argues N Ramakrishnan, founder
anddirector of projectsatIdeosync Media
Combine, a policy advocacy group that
works in the area of communication for
social change. The Haryana-based group
runs Free/Dem, a programme that trains
young women and men from marginal-
ised communities in digital media and
information literacy skills, helping them
navigate fake news and familiarise them-
selves with safe social media practices.
Ramakrishnan says the COVID years
presented a challenge and an opportu-
nity. “Smartphones became necessary
for the children to attend online classes
but there was also the issue of children
having to drop out and miss school be-
cause they did not have access to these
phone: yon
that: account. Onlme leﬁmmg (dunng Lhe
the Ito
create connected communities which I

CentreDirector i om
thebankloan exercisein thereport, notes
how the respondents missed a “fairly
simple operation”. This is where she ar-
gues fur a reorientation in the teaching

logies, ashiftinobjectives thatis

diawhere a lack of resources could leave
these shortcomings unattended. “There
has to be a system that identifies these
issuesand sensitises people whoare han-
dling them. It requires a certain level of
proficiency todistinguish between whatis
aninherentlearningissueand something
thatistheresultofthequality of education
thatisbeing offered. Trained clinical psy-
chologists, among a few other groups of
professionals, can identify learning disa-
bilitiesand provide the appropriateinter-
vention,”says Thomas Kishore, Professor
of Clinical Psychology at NIMHANS.
Prof Japhet, a member of the expert
committee which is drafting the upcom-

aimed atenabling students to apply their
learnings from schoolin life situations.

NEP 2020addresses these concernsin
its plans to transform the student assess-
ment: models It proposes a shift from ex-
isting test isation
skillstoamore competency-based system
that encourages critical thinking.

The importance of FLN skills in han-
dling everyday tasks has been acknowl-
edged in government programmes like
the National Initiative for Proficiency in
Readingwith Understanding and Numer-
acy (NIPUN) Bharat. These steps come

don'tthink has h d. There hasbeen
arise in the use of smartphones but that
doesnotensuregreater knowledgelevels
or a more informed use of technology,”
hesays.

Digital literacy, when integrated into
school curricula, could be a gamechang-
er.Itspotential, expertsargue, is realised
only when complemented with efforts
to offset social and gender disparities
(boys finding greater access to smart-
phones than girls, forinstance) and a key
capacity-building measure that remains
largely underexplored - the training of
the trainers.

Have your say

againstthet of growth
in basic learning reported over the last

e-mailusat:
Inslght@deccanherald co.in
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education

About 43% of
youth aspire
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1 out of of every 5 girls between 14-18 years
drops out due to family constraints
Lack of interest
242 [ 143%
Financial constraints
16.9% [ 18.2%
Family constraints
129% [N 20.3%
Had failed
13.4% N 12.9%

@ Pursuing vocational training
LN 11.9% [N 42%

O School/college too far
< 21% 10.8%
Iliness
® B 7.1%
Preparing for exams
29% [l 4.3%
Others
21.3x [ 233%
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Learning
deficitsneed
tobecorrected

whenthey

happen

ighdigital penetration presents
Han opportunity to expand the

reach via open university-type
instruction, Wilima Wadhwa, Direc-
tor of ASER Centre, which publishes
the Annual Status of Educaunn Re-

who are out of school. In 2010, the
proportion of 6-14-year-old children
who were not currently enrolled was
3.5%. This fell steadily, and in 2022
was only 1.6%, despite fears that
children would drop out due to the

port, tells DH'’s R Kri:

Considering the significant-
1y higher school dropout rates
reported among older childrenin
ASER 2023, how compelling is the
argument for extending RTE to
children aged 182

The RTE has been very successful
in reducing the proportion of children

dships imposed by the COVID pan-
demic. While younger children are
easier to get into school, via enrolment
drives etc., older children are more
difficult. However, even here, a lot of
progress has been made. According
to ASER, the proportion of 15-16-year-
olds not currently enrolled fell from
16.1%in 2010 t0 7.5% in 2022.

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 1&2, Feb, 11, 2024
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High digital penetration presents
an opportunity to expand the reach
via open university-type instruction.

The flat rates of growth report-
edin foundational literacy and
numeracy (FLN) are indicative of
a stagnant, uninspiring learning
setup. What is the reorientation
needed to reverse the trend?

Itis more about the fact that learn-
ing deficits need to be corrected when
they happen. If a child has progressed
through school without learning to
read fluently or do simple arithmetic,
they are likely to be left behind, since

teachers are not teaching reading or
subtraction in grades 6/7/8. This is re-
flected in the flat learning trajectories
that we see over time in ASER —there
is not much change in learning levels
as children progress from grade 5 to 6
to7 and higher. Even in 2022, accord-
ing to ASER, close to 30% of eighth
graders were not fluent readers and
what we are seeing in ASER 2023 is
justareflection of that ground reality.
The NEP recognises this and there
has been a big push across states
under NIPUN Bharat to achieve
universal FLN by the end of grade 3.

Just as NIPUN Bharat addresses FLN
for grades 1-3, serious “catch-up”
efforts are needed in upper primary
and grade 9.

How prepared is India to build on
its digital literacy to create a compe-
tent future workforce?

In the post-COVID years, there has
been a huge increase in digital pen-
etration. According to ASER 2023,
almost 90% of rural youth had access
toa smartphone and 92% knew how to
use one. This is a huge advantage that
can be leveraged to strengthen their
digital skills.



Australia
exploring
opening
university

in Karnataka

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

Australia is exploring pos-
sibilities to expand the op-
erations of its universities
to Karnataka, according to
Higher Education Minister
M.C. Sudhakar. “To start
with, it is going to be an
agriculture university. The
proposal came to me, and I
have put the concerned
authority from Australia in
touch with our Agriculture
Ministry,” the Minister told
The Hindu.

He further said Hilary
McGeachy, Australian Con-
sul General in Bengaluru,
had a discussion with him
a couple of weeks ago re-
garding establishing an
Australian university in
Karnataka. He was speak-
ing at the Australia Day
event here on Friday.

“India and Australia
share a strong bond. We
have many things in com-
mon. We both were colo-
nised by the British, we
love cricket, and India’s Re-
public Day on January 26
coincides with Australia
Day, the country’s official
national day,” said the Mi-
nister. “We are eager to
welcome the best universi-
ties from all over the world
with open arms,” Mr. Sud-
hakar said.

Meanwhile, New Zea-
land on Thursday signed
multiple MoUs with the
State government to open
eight universities, accord-
ing to industry sources.

Source: The Hindu, p.11, Feb. 10, 2024

38



‘Science researchers in India not lackin

funding, but reliable fund flow

Dr. Swami Subramaniam, CEO of Bengaluru-based Ignite Life Science Foundation, talks about the need to fund quality research, and importance of cross-border collaboration of scientists

INTERVIEW

mi
Subramaniam

Shilpa Elizabeth
BENGALURU

n February 5, the

Anusandhan Na-

tional  Research
Foundation (ANRF) Act
came into effect. ANRF,
which aims to be a re-
search funding organisa-
tion and subsumed the ve-
ry similar Science and
Engineering Research
Board (SERB) established
in 2008, is supposed to
have a corpus of 350,000
crores.
Despite the tall claims,
reports suggest that the ac-
tual funds allocated for
ANRF have been measly so
far.

‘The inadequate and in-
sufficient funding for
science and research has
been a major hindrance to
the scientific and research
community in India. The
budget  allocation to
science has also remained
a minuscule percentage

community.

Dr. Swami Subrama-
niam, CEO of Bengaluru-
based Ignite  Lifes-
ciences

The team working on increasing

d NOX

scavenging mechanisms,a research initiative supported by Ignite LSF.

Foundation, has a slightly
different view, although he
agrees that inadequate
funding for science has
been a critical problem in
India. “Science is not even
in the top 10 categories for
India. There are other sec-
tors like defence, health-
care and so on which need
more attention and more
money,” he says.

“As long as our GDP
does not match that of big-
ger economies like the USA

or China, there is no point

milar to theirs. In India, I
believe, spending on
science should be out-
comes-driven. We should
work backwards to see
what kinds of science we
should do depending on
our priorities and how
much we should spend to
generate those Y

iency via

collaboration of scientists
and Ignite’s role in facilitat-
ing them.

Can you elaborate on
outcomes-driven
research?
There are Indian priorities
in science, especially in ap-
plied aspects of science.
For example, we have a
lingering infectious disease
problem which has now
converted into an antimi-
crobial resistance pro-
blem. While this is a pro-
blem everywhere in the
world, it's much worse in
India because of the nature
of medical practice and the
use of medicines here. It's
more of a critical threat
here. Antibiotics are not
being developed at all
here. So that's an area whe-
rein India can play. We can
make significant strides
and we can i to

he adds.

In an interview with
The Hindu, Dr. Swami-
nathan talks about the
need to fund quality
research, the impor-
tance of cross-border

Dr. Swami
Subramaniam, CEO of
Ignite Life Science
Foundation

the global efforts to com-
bat this problem. Obvious
areas like tuberculosis
would be where we should
invest money.

How does Ignite LSF
work towards this?
Unless we invest the mo-
ney in the best guality
science, we're just going to
churn the ocean. That is

where [ think Ignite plays a
role.

We are, as a funding
agency, miniscule. We
have done about %20
crores of funding over
three years. So, we are not
going to make a difference
by saying we come with a
lot of money. But what we
can do is engage ve
closely with the scientists,
whom we fund. We coach
them and mentor them.

We have a slightly diffe-
rent selection process for
the scientists whom we
fund compared to national
agencies like the DBT or
DST. We are extremely se-
lective of not just the scien-
tific idea, but also about
the investigator. That cou-
pling of the right investiga-
tor with the right idea is go-
ing to generate the best
outcome.

‘What is the state of
science funding in India
currentl,

Most investigators are not
suffering from a lack of
funding but from a lack of
consistent, reliable fund
flow. The scientists in top
research institutes like IISc
have been allocated crores
of rupees. But an alloca-
tion doesn’t mean that

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Feb. 13, 2024
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mRNAVaccine platform applied to combat COVID-19, one of the researches supported by Ignite LSF

they get the money. Alth-
ough they are all pretty
fund-rich, they still apply
to Ignite.

It is a fact that Indian
scientists don’t get money
on time. Itis heart-wrench-
ingto see the kind of suffer-
ing we put these people
through. A lot of research
staff depend only on the
research project funding.

How do you assess the
impact created by your
inding?
We are not passive; we ac-
tively try to create impact.
If we identify something
that is of value, we will
work with the investigator
to make sure that value is
realized in the fastest man-
ner possible. For example,
some of our investigators
do not necessarily file an
intellectual property pa-
tent. We counsel them to
file it soon so that they pro-
tect their IP.

Then we put them in
touch with the develop-
ment folks.

Translational science is
of two types. One is called
pull translation, where a
pharmaceutical company
needs an idea, and they ac-
tively seek investigators
and scientists and pull the
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idea into their lab.

Since we don’t have a
large number of pharma
companies doing drug dis-
covery in India, we don’t
have powerful pull transla-
tion. So, we need more
push translation. We need
our investigators to under-
stand how drugs are deve-
loped and do some of that
early de-risking and drug
development work them-
selves.

At Ignite since many of
us, including myself, have
worked in industry we can
give the il i skills

comes from these insti-
tutes given that they are
the best research institutes
in the country currently.
One limitation is that
some of the money we get
is from CSR and CSR mo-
ney cannot be given to
private universities. There-
fore, we have to deny fund-
ing even for good private
universities. It is a very sad
thing because there are
some emerging Centres of
Excellence, and they need
this kind of funding. And
we need competition for

and knowledge they don’t
have. I think DBT and DST
will do well to create some
kind of a program where
skills in push translation

i either
through training or con-
sulting.

How many projects
have you supported so
far? Have you seen a
geographical pattern?
We have funded around 20
so far.

We get proposals from
all across the country. But
in the end invariably re-
searchers from IISc, IITs or
IISER get funded. There is
no bias. It just so happens
that the best proposal

So, we are trying to create
a pool of funding targeting
centres of excellence in
private universities.

institutes are going to pro-
duce the best life science
research.

It’s a commentary on
our life science research
community. The nature of
science has become so in-
terdisciplinary now com-
pared to what it was 20-30
years ago.

Our medical institutes
are doing poorly in terms
of research. Medical insti-
tutes must do d re-
search because they have
clinical material, patient
samples and patients. A lot
of hypotheses can be test-
ed in reallife situations.
So, the application also will
happen faster. All of our
medical colleges should be
thought hotbeds of good
research, but they are not,
except for a few like ATIMS,
JIPMER and so on. Even
they are not performing to
their fullest potential.

‘What’s the gap between
the research in such
premier institutes and
others?
Huge. That's mainly be-
cause we create a large
community and then we
push them to various cor-
ners of the country. For ex-
ample, there’s an IISER in
Berhampur. It’s harder to
get faculty to come there.
Secondly being away from
the city, it takes time if you
want to get some equip-
ment or service there.

You don't need acres of
land for good institutes.
You need good quality

Bengaluru is known as building space.

the science capital of I think Indian scientists
India. Do you see the will do very well to collabo-
best research emerging rate with their counter-
from the city? parts  elsewhere. ~We
Not necessarily. In life should have in place sys-
science il isciplinary ~ tems and i to

research is going to be the
most productive. While
1iSc does some interdisci-
plinary research, 1 think
the IITs are a little ahead.
So, 1 believe that the lead-
ers are going to be from
places like IT Kanpur, IIT
Madras, and IIT Bombay.
Paradoxically, engineering

promote trans-border col-
laboration. Automatically
the science will improve.

We are working on deve-
loping a platform for scien-
tists to collaborate seam-
lessly across borders. It’s in
the beta phase. You can
call it a ‘Slack for the scien-
tists”



Monthly excise revenue rises
15% as beer, IML sales jump

Sales of beer and

Annual Target BOOZE SOLD IN CARTONS IML have increased
O f 3 6k M Quarter IML(23-24) IML(22-23) Beer(23-24) Beer (22-23) EETR"F ¥ %18
YO0K-Cr MAY  [apri-un | 1771akh | 17121akh | 1185 lakh | 1044 lakh respoctieely. ket

Be Elusive Jul-Sept | 175.8lakh | 1685lakh | 92.8lakh | 79.8lakh | officials, .,it?;.,g Rs

Chethan.Kumar Oct-Dec | 180.4 lakh | 179.2lakh | 113.1lakh | 96.3 lakh 34,000 crore —

@timesgroup.com Jan-Mar | 57.70akh | 5920akh | 364lakh | 208lakh | A% of this year's
AREMan ./ - 1a 41a S la target — could be

Bengaluru; The average Total 5”.9 Iakh 578.1 lakh 360.8 la-kh 310.4 lakh best‘case SCEI'IaI'iO

monthly revenue earned
from the sale of alcohol up to
Jan 31 this fiscal is 15% more
than that recorded the pre-
vious fiscal. The average
stands at Rs 92 crore, compa-
red to Rs 80 crore for the same
period in 2022-23 and Rs 72
crore in 2021-22.

Overall, the state exche-
quer earned Rs 28,292 crore
from excise between April 1,
2023 and Jan 31, 2024, which is
78.6% of the annual target of
Rs36,000crore. ThisisRs 3,537
crore more than the amount
earned in the same period the
previous financial year (Rs
24,755 crore, which was 77.4%
of that year’s target).

Sales of both beer and
IML have increased by 16.2%
and 2.2%, respectively. By the
end of Jan 31, as many as 591
lakh cartons of IML were
sold, compared to 578.1 lakh
in the same period of the pre-
vious fiscal. Similarly, the

i

number of beer cartons sold
has risen from 310.4 lakh to
360.81akh.

Impact of AED hike
That said, the overall increa-
se in revenue is attributed to
the additional excise duty
(AED), hiked in the last bud-
get by 20% across 18 price
slabs of IML and 10% for beer.
Despite this, the excise de-
partment is unlikely to meet
the annual revenue target.
Accordingtoofficials, hitting
Rs 34,000 crore — 94.4% of

LS

April - Jun

REVENUE MOP-UP

%8,465.2 cr

R7,721.2 Cr |

Jul - Sept

%8,145.9 cr

6,990.1 cr

Oct - Dec

o

¥8,844.6 cr

7,556.7 cr |

Jan - Mar*

%2,836.1 cr

32,481.5 cr

Total

328,291.8 cr

Source: Excise dept | *Up to
Jan 31 | Figures rounded off

24,1554 cr

this year’s target — could be
the best-case scenario.

On whether the additio-
nal 10% increase on AED on
beer sales introduced in Jan
2024 could yield more reve-
nue, one senior official said,
“Itwasdonetomatchthehike
induty onbeer sales with that
on IML, as earlier the govt
had increased IML duty by
20% and beer duty only by
10%. The new beer rates ca-
me into effect on Feb1and re-
venue for the last two months
of the fiscal will reflect the

Source: The Times of India, p.5, Feb. 13, 2024
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additionalamount.” The offi-
cial, however, admitted that
despite this, the department
isunlikely tomop up Rs 36,000
by March 31.

Further, analysis of
month-on-month data shows
that IML sales were highest
in Dec (41.8 lakh cartons) and
June 2023 (41.6 lakh), while
beer sales peaked in July (66.2
lakh)and Dec 2023 (64.31akh).

In terms of revenue, June
(Rs3,549.6 crore)and Dec 2023
(Rs 3,287.4 crore) saw the hig-
hest collection.



Of 20,000cr pending bills
of contractors, K’'taka govt
clears ¥800cr in I tranche

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: After months
of delay, Karnataka govt has
started clearing  bills
of contractors amountingto
Rs 800 crore — which is just
4% of the total dues of Rs
20,000 crore. This comes ba-
rely days after Karnataka
State Contractors’ Associa-
tion accused Cong govt of ta-
king 40% Kkickbacks for
awarding civil projects — a
similar allegation had hurt
the previous BJP govt badly
in the 2023 polls.

Welcoming the govt’s de-
cision which offers partial
relief, association president
D Kempanna said on Tues-
day that pending bills of
1,054 small contractors in
the public works depart-
ment (PWD) have been clea-
red. For perspective, the to-
tal outstanding in PWD alo-

70% labour cards
bogus: Minister

abour minister Santosh

Lad revealed Tuesday that
of the details of 46 lakh
construction workers
registered on the Karnataka
Construction Workers'
Welfare Board, around 70%
are bogus. The labour dept
has so far expunged around
seven lakh fake cards fromits
database, hesaid.P6

ne is Rs 4,000 crore. Kempan-
na urged the govt not to take
up any fresh project without
clearing the dues. He said
theassociation hasyetagain
appealed to chief minister
Siddaramaiah and his depu-
ty DK Shivakumar to clear
theremaining dues.

»‘Package system’,P 6

Source: The Times of India, p.5, Feb. 14, 2024
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Rules do not permit
regularisation of guest
lecturers: Minister

The Hindu Bureau
BEENGALURU

Stating that the rules do not
permit the regularisation of
guest lecturers, Higher
Education Minister M.C.
Sudhakar told the Legisla-
tive Council on Tuesday
that the government was in
the process of appointing
310 principals and 1,208 as-
sistant professors shortly.
“The list of selected prin-
cipals is ready and verifica-
tion of selected assistant
professors is under way.

This will help mitigate the
shortage to an extent. We
have requested Finance De-
partment to sanction 7,000
teaching posts, including
technical posts. Of the total
2,000 assistant professor
sanctioned posts, 1,208 are
being filled,” he said, parti-
cipating in a debate initiat-
ed by the Opposition seek-
ing the regularisation of
guest lecturers and provid-
ing them with job security.
Both BJP and JD(S) ear-
lier said that the recent hike
of salaries was insufficient.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Feb. 14, 2024
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Pre-KG, additional bilingual sections
to be started in more govt. schools in
State from 2024-25 academic year

Government wants to encourage English-medium education right from the primary level and to strengthen the learning

ability of children in government schools. There are a total of 2,686 bilingual schools

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU
o encourage En-
T glish-medium edu-
cation from the
primary level and to

strengthen the learning
ability of children in go-
vernment schools, the De-
partment of School Educa-
tion and Literacy (DSEL)
has decided to start pre-
primary classes (LKG and
UKG) and additional En-
glish-medium  (bilingual)
sections from class I in go-
vernment schools across
Karnataka from the 2024-
25 academic year.

The department has in-
vited proposals from eligi-
ble government schools
with details, including the
number of students, availa-
bility of basic infrastruc-
ture, teachers and other fa-
cilities, and has set
February 28 as the dea-
dline to submit proposals.

2,686 bilingual schools

At present, there are
46,757 government prim-
ary and high schools
across Karnataka with a to-
tal of 42,92,351 students.
There are a total of 2,686
bilingual schools with En-

At present, there are 46,757 government primary and high schools
across Karnataka with a total of 42,92,351 students. FILE PHOTO

glish-medium, in govern-
ment primary schools, go-
vernment Urdu schools,
and in Karnataka Public
Schools.

Deputy Directors of the
Department of Public In-
struction (DDPIs) have sub-
mitted 613 proposals to the
department seeking appro-
val for bilingual sections
from class I for years 2023-
24 and 2024-25. The de-
partment is reviewing the
proposals submitted for

starting pre-primary
schools in 2024-25. In addi-
tion, the department has
invited proposals from
further eligible schools.
Officials have been told
that before the beginning
of the academic year, a sur-
vey of areas with educa-
tional backwardness
should be conducted and a
proposal should be submit-
ted for the start of pre-
primary classes in the ex-
isting government schools,

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Feb. 16, 2024
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along with the bilingual
(English-medium) section
from class L.

In addition, they have
been asked to submit pro-
posals for upgrading the
existing classes I to V to
classes VI to VIII or classes
1 to VII/VIII to classes IX
and X, and if there is a
need to relocate or merge
any schools owing to the
shortage of students.

B.B. Cauvery, Commis-
sioner of Department of
Public Instruction, told
The Hindu, “Proposals
have been invited to start
bilingual sections in go-
vernment schools in rural
and backward areas with
good infrastructure, and a
checklist of conditions is
also provided. February 28
is the last date for submis-
sion of proposals. After
verifying the checklist, the
department will submit
the proposal to the govern-
ment to start bilingual sec-
tions and pre-primary
schools in the eligible
schools from the next aca-
demic year.”

As of now, the govern-
ment has sanctioned a to-
tal of 2,37,040 teacher
posts for government

schools in Karnataka, out
of which 1,83,180 posts
have been filled and
53,860 teacher posts are
vacant.

Shortage of teachers
In the 2,268 bilingual me-
dium schools, only 7,276
teachers are working
against the total of 11,124
sanctioned teachers posts,
and 3,848 posts are vacant.
Allegations have been
made that there will be a
shortage of teachers to
start the bilingual sections
in government schools.
“We welcome the go-
vernment’s decision to
start bilingual sections, but
there is a huge shortage of
teachers who can effective-
ly teach English-medium
education to children. Ef-
fective teaching and learn-
ing is not possible by mere-
ly hiring guest teachers.
Therefore, the government
should take action to fill
the vacant posts of teach-
ers in government schools,
including for the bilingual
sections,” said Umesh G.
Gangavadi, State presi-
dent, School Development
and Monitoring Commit-
tee.

Back to Contents




Environment

Deemed forest problems will
be solved: Forest minister

BENGALURU, DHNS

orest Minister Eshwar
FKhandre has said that

the state government
will file an interlocutory ap-
plication (IA)in the Supreme
Court to resolve genuine
problems surrounding the
deemed forest notification.

During a meeting with
farmers from Yadgir dis-
trict, who are affected by the
deemed forest notification,
here on Thursday, the minis-
ter said that the extent of the
deemed forest has already
been reduced from 9.94 lakh
hectares to 3.33 lakh hect-
ares.

“Even then, patta land,
areas with houses, hospitals
and anganwadis have been
notified as deemed forest in
some districts. We will file an
interlocutory application in

the Supreme Court stating
that the issues will be re-
solved through a joint survey
and giving alternativeland for
the deemed forest,” he said.

The meeting, co-chaired
by Minister for Small Scale
Industries and Public En-
terprises Sharanabasappa
Darshanapur, saw farmers
sharing their grievanceswith
Khandre.

Darshanapur urged the
forest minister to drop the
cases against the farmers.

Khandre was told that 48
acres of land, distributed
among farmers, has been
notified as deemed forest
at Evuru village of Surapur
taluk.

He promised to take up
the issue with the chief min-
ister and legal experts about
approaching the Supreme
Courtfora solution.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4 Feb, 10, 2024

44



Kalasa-Banduri project:
NBWL defers decision
on State’s application

Rishikesh Bahadur Desai
BELAGAVI

The National Board for Wil-
dlife (NBWL) has deferred
a decision on Karnataka'’s
application for the diver-
sion of forest land for the
construction of the Kalasa
nala irrigation projects in
the Mahadayi basin.

In a meeting held in
New Delhi on January 30,
the NBWL'’s standing com-
mittee cited multiple rea-
sons such as the matter
pending before courts and
non-receipt of approval
from the National Tiger
Conservation Authority as
the reasons for the post-
ponement of the decision.
While Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi is the Chair-
man of the NBWL, Yogen-
dra Yadav, Minister for
Forests and Ecology, is the
chairman of the standing
committee. Mr. Yadav
headed the January 30
meeting.

For use of forest land
The proposal was for the
use of around 11 hectares of
forest land situated on the
tiger corridor between Kali
and Sahyadri tiger re-
serves. This is supposed to
be for the construction of a
diversion weir, jack well-
cum-pump house, electri-
cal substation, pipeline
and power line at Kana-
kumbi and other villages.
This is part of the State go-
vernment’s project for the
construction of Kalasa Nala
Diversion Scheme in Kha-
napur taluk of Belagavi
district.

“The proposal has been
recommended by the Chief
Wildlife Warden, the Kar-
nataka State Board for Wil-
dlife and the State govern-
ment. The NTCA has
mentioned that the matter
is sub judice and therefore
not provided any com-
ment on it as such. After
discussions, the standing
committee decided that
the comments on the pro-
posal shall be sought from
the NTCA in accordance
with the Wildlife Protec-
tion Act. Accordingly, the
proposal was deferred for
the next meeting,” as per
the minutes of the meet-
ing, informed a senior of-

Afile photo of the work on the
Mahadayi river diversion
project in Belagavi district.

The matter is
sub judice, says
standing committee

States of Karnataka seeking
higher allotment of water
and Goa opposing the pro-
ject on environmental
grounds,” the officer in
charge of the project said.

What farmers say
Vijay Kulkarni, founder
president of the Kalasa
Banduri Horata Samiti,
said, “We have been fight-
ing for over 30 years for
this, saying it will change
the fortune of farmers in
dry land north-west Karna-
taka. But neither the Union
government nor the State
government is listening to
our woes,” he said.
Sidagouda Modagi,
Krishik Samaj leader, al-
leged that the Mahadayi is-
sue is being politicised.
“Leaders of all the parties
have misused the project
as an election plank to gain
votes for their candidates
and to portray the other
parties as anti-farmer,” he
said.

For drinking water

The total project involves
diversion of water from Ka-
lasa and Banduri nalas,
tributary streams of the
Mahadayi, into the Mala-
prabha, to supply drinking
water to cities in the dry
northern plains of Kalyan
Karnataka. The major be-
neficiaries will be towns in
Belagavi, Gadag, and Ba-
galkot districts, along with
the twin cities of Hubballi
and Dharwad.

ficer. The date of the next
meeting is yet to be
announced.

“The cases in question
are the separate applica-
tions filed by the riparian

Source: The Hindu,

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby brought to the notice of general
public that my clients intend fo purchase the
property, the detail i
hereunder, from Smt. Anitha H (w/o Shri
Chikkanna T K) who is GPA holder representing
Smt Shivamma residing in K Rangenahalli,
Gowdagere, Sira Taluk, Tumkur district.
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‘Forest land leased before Independence will be reclaimed

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

Minister for Forest, Ecolo-
gy, and Environment Esh-
war B. Khandre said here
on Saturday that steps had
been taken to expedite the
process of reclaiming near-
ly 7,500 acres of forest land
leased out before the
Independence.

Mr. Khandre told media
persons that almost 95% of
the leased forest land is in
Chamarajanagar, Mysuru,

and Kodagu districts and
they were leased for a
period of 99 years to
individuals and
industrialists.

Over the decades, they
have been converted into
coffee, tea, and rubber
plantations and the go-
vernment has expedited
the process of reclaiming
them, he added. When the
officials issued notices to
the tenants under the lease
period, some of them ap-
proached the court claim-

ing that the lease period
was for a duration of 999
years, he said.

Claims disproved

“We disproved the claims
and the courts recognised
the lease period as 99
years. Now the lease pe-
riod is over and nearly
7,500 acres of land belong-
ing to the Forest Depart-
ment has to be reclaimed.
This will act as a buffer to
our existing forests and
provide adequate breath-

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Feb. 11, 2024

ing space for wildlife and
reduce conflict situation,”
said Mr. Khandre.

Committee set up

He said a committee has
been constituted to expe-
dite the reclamation pro-
cess headed by senior offi-
cial B.P. Ravi who first
issued notices to the les-
sees when he was the Chief
Conservator of Forests in
Chamarajanagar. Besides,
a legal team has been set
up and retired judges are

being consulted. The Mi-
nister said Bandipur and
the adjoining forests were
rich in wildlife and their
population too had in-
creased owing to protec-
tion measures. Rapid ur-
banisation and
disturbance to wildlife
habitats were forcing ani-
mals to come out and stray
into the human landscape,
leading to an increase in
human-animal  conflicts.
“With the reclamation of
the leased land the con-

flicts can be arrested signif-
icantly,” he added.

On forest encroach-
ment, Mr. Khandre said a
joint survey by the Forest
Department and the Reve-
nue Department had been
ordered to establish the ex-
tent of forest land and the
revenue land. Though no
deadlines can be set, given
the complexity of the is-
sue, the joint survey is ex-
pected to be completed in
six months, the Minister
added.

How a slip in the lake turned Anand

Malligavad into a conservationist

Anand Malligavad, who was recently recognised as ‘Earth Champion’ by Sony BBC Earth, speaks on how he got interested in lake rejuvenation and what drives him to do what he does

Preeti Zachariah
BENGALURU

t began with a new-
lspaper article claim-
ing 21 cities, including
Bengaluru, would run dry
by 2025. “That really stuck
with me,” says Anand Mal-
ligavad, who was recently
named “Earth Champion™
by Sony BBC Earth. It got
im thinking about why a
city which once had sur-
plus water was at risk of
running out of it, and he
began reading and re-
searching extensively
about it.

“Bengaluru does not
have big rivers,” he says,
pointing out that even the
smaller ones, Vrishabha-
vathi, Kumudvathi, Arka-
vathy and Dakshina Pinaki-
ni, which generate from
Nandi Hills, are now so pol-
luted that they resembled
septic tanks.

He also began investigat-
ing the city’s lakes, once
Bengaluru's primary
source of potable water,
many built by the Chola
kings some 800-900 years
ago. “They had built it sys-
tematically as intercon-
nected, cascading lakes,”
he says, claiming that the
city once boasted of nearly
1850 lakes. Around 465 re-
main, of which only a tiny
percentage still contain
clean water, the abysmal
situation a function of the
city’s unprecedented
growth over the last few
decades. “Bangalore was
not a metro city” says
Anand. It was a small city
surrounded by villages,
each containing a lake or
two built by our ancestors,
which merged over the
years. “Lakes were once
the lungs of this area,” he
In 2017, after spending a
year or so on research, he
decided to take matters in-
to his own hands, a deci-
sion galvanised by an inci-
dent at the mostly dry
Kyalasanahalli lake he
drove past every day on his

Aview of Hebbal lake. SUDHAKARA JAIN

way to his office; he
worked in Sansera Engi-

trict, an hour or so away
from Hampi, the erstwhile

neering, an
components manufactur-
er, back then. Wanting to
look closer, he began walk-
ing around the 36-acre
lake, filled with debris, in-
dustrial effluents and sew-
age. Then, disaster struck.
“I slipped and fell,” he
says, with a laugh, recalling
how the stench of the lake
clung onto him for days af-
ter. “That is when I
thought of creating a mo-
del of lake rejuvenating,
working in parallel with
the government to resusci-
tate the water body.”

Growing up

Anand Malligavad grew up
in the village of Karamudi,
a small hamlet located in
Karnataka's Koppal dis-

capital of the Vij
kingdom. He says it was a
dry, arid landscape, con-
stantly prone to drought,
comparing it to the state of
Rajasthan in which the
Thar Desert is located. The
village lake, therefore, be-
came the fulcrum around
which life revolved, says
Anand, who considers
himself lucky because his
school was near this lake.
“I used to spend a lot of
time there,” he says, recall-
ing how he frolicked in the
water, making models of
check dams and lagoons
with mud. “That was my
life. I learnt about ecosys-
tems from that lake, so-
mething that helps me to-
day,” he believes.

In 1996, he moved to

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Feb.

Bengaluru to study me-
chanical engineering, get-
ting a job at Sansera Engi-
neering, where he would
spend the next 15-odd
years of his life before quit-
ting in 2019 to pursue lake
conservation full-time. He
has fond memories of the
city back then.

Changing Bengaluru

“Bengaluru used to receive
the best rains...had a great
climate...rich soil...lots of
greenery,” he says, point-
ing out that this dense ve-
getation ensured moderate
microclimates, plenty of
rain and the fragrance of
flowers constantly linger-
ing in the air. He offers an
adage, which was true
about the city before it be-
came the messy metro it is
today. “Whenever a Benga-

12, 2024

lurian sweats, the city
would receive rain.”

Not anymore, however.
The former garden city,
now constantly clogged
with traffic, smog and con-
struction dust, filled with
high-rises, malls and IT
Parks, is among the most
water-starved cities in the
world, with a crisis loom-
ing large almost every oth-
er summer, including this
one. It is also vulnerable to
frequent flooding, a func-
tion of poor infrastructure,
concretisation and des-
truction of its lakes and
green spaces, among
other things. “Economy
and infrastructure here
are going up like a high-
rise building. But the

quips.
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environment is going
down like water,” he

Water, like air, should be
a free commodity, he be-
lieves. And yet, most peo-
ple in this city end up
spending a considerable
chunk of their earnings try-
ing to source clean water.
Rejuvenating lakes the
right way could play a huge
part in solving the city’s
water shortage problem.
According to him, when
authorities rejuvenate the
lakes, they don’t always do
50 in an eco-sensitive and
self-sustaining way. “They

R

water but the entire eco-
system, including soil, wa-
ter, flora and fauna. “This
way, it will maintain itself
and not need human inter-
ference,” he says.

Dipping into the past

The first lake Anand decid-
ed to rejuvenate was the
lake he had fallen into -
Kyalasanahalli. He took a
couple of months to design
a plan to rejuvenate it,
looking to the past for
answers. “I used the con-

File photo of Haralur lake where hundreds of dead fish were found

floating.

focus on beautification, re-
lying a lot on architects,”
he says, pointing out that
their water quality conti-
nued to be questionable
even after crores of rupees
were spent on these lakes.
Beautification, he firmly
believes, is not the answer.
Instead, water bodies
should be rejuvenated in a
way that is as natural as
pos- sible, not
just  fo-
cusing
on the

\

cept of the Chola and tech-
nique of the current era,”
he says, pointing out that
the ancient kingdom has
used a “ridge to river”
methodology, creating a
complex network of chan-
nels and bunds that both
conserved water and pre-
vented flooding.

“It was the cheapest
technology available,” he
says. Unlike the regular
lake beautification pro-
cess, which often runs into
crores, he believed he
needed only around 95
lakhs to revive the 36-acre-
large lake. “I was looking
for funds. Where to go?
Whom to get it from?” re-
members Anand, who

turned to his own compa-

ny’s CSR wing to obtain

these, taking almost

three months to con-

vince leadership of

the project’s
i

On April 20,

Anand Malligavad

2017, he began working on
the lake, dredging the
filthy mud, creating islands
for birds and planting ma-
ny saplings with the help of
volunteers over the next 45
days before finally step-
ping back to wait for the
monsoons.  Within  six
months, the lake, which
had been parched for de-
cades, was filled with wa-
ter, so much that Anand
could even boat across it.

The work so far

Since then, Anand says he
has rejuvenated over 35
lakes in the city, almost all
paid for using CSR funds,
and over 80 across the
country, including U.P.,
Orissa, Telangana and
Maharashtra, qr his.
day job in 2019 to focus
completely on lakes. He al-
so conducts training pro-
grammes on lake rejuvena-
tion all across the country,
advising many states in In-
dia about better water
management.  Currently,
he says, he is working on
rejuvenating Billapura
near Sarjapur Lake, Sira
Lake in Tumkuru and Ko-
lar’s Kolaramma Lake. “We
are planning for another 5
lakes; it is yet to start,” he

says.

While things have come
a long way since 2015,
there are still many chal-
lenges in lake conserva-

n.

“People are more aware
and know we need to do
something, but they don’t
always come forward (to
help), “ he says. Encroach-
ment is also a big issue,
with the government often
being lethargic about clear-
ing it. “People fight with
me,” says Anand, who ac-
tively engages with local
leaders and the communi-
ty to sort out encroach-
ment issues.

Yet, he remains hopeful
that things will improve,
especially considering that
the younger generation ap-
pears to be more con-
cerned about the planet.



When climate action starts with children

The Parikrma Innovations conclave focused on how children could help mitigate the effects of climate change

Rohith D.S.
BENGALURU

akshitha T.
Rtalks about how
she started

managing her waste
effectively around six
years ago, going on to
share a practical
suggestion.

“When you buy chips
or any other (packaged)
foods, make sure that
when you tear it, the tip of

it gets attached to the
package itself,” she says, i S
pointing out that failure to Students exhibiting their models.
do so may see that bit of
plastic going into the Innovations conclave. The
compost bin, finally event, a collaboration
ending up in the ocean, between Parikrma
and then, our food. Humanity Foundation and
“It not only affects us, NetApp, was held recently.
but it also affects the
animals, birds and the Deforestation
environment, “says Talking about the
Rakshitha, who believes innovation programme,
that taking these small which is now in its third
steps can help mitigate year, Shukla Bose, the
climate change. founder and CEO of the
Parikrma Humanity
Climate change Foundation, says climate
Rakshitha, a student change was chosen as this
representing Parikrma year’s theme because it is

Centre for Learning and a
conservative enthusiast,

so crucial.
“Children are very

was part of a panel titled, interested in it. But if you
‘How can India prioritise were to look at the
climate change and what curriculum, there is very
can children do to help?’ little constructive

at the Parikrma application of climate

Participants explaining their models to visitors.

change in it,” she says,
adding he hoped that the
programme would give
them that exposure. “Our
political leaders are going
all over the world talking
about how we are going to

be zero emission and all
that. But it needs to begin
from the level of the
young.”

Also present at the
event was Dr. Nishant
Srinivasaiah, a wildlife

biologist specialising in
elephant conservation
who expressed concern
that elephants have lost
nearly half their homes
due to deforestation and
are struggling against the
effects of various
anthropomorphic
activities.

Innovative ideas

In a similar vein, Dr.
Jeannet Kessels, the
co-founder of Vets for
Climate Action and a
climate change advocate,
talks about the animals
massacred by the floods
and fires that have
engulfed Australia in
recent years, courtesy of
climate change.

The programme also
ended up bringing up
many innovative ideas
from the students from
different schools.
Inventure Academy’s ‘We
the Local’ app ended up
bagging the first prize at a
contest aimed at
rewarding those bringing
in an innovative approach
to climate change.

“We believe that such
events play a pivotal role
in the holistic
development of our youth
and provide them with the
tools and inspiration
needed to envision a
brighter, more sustainable
future,” says Ravi
Chhabria, the managing
director of NetApp.

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Feb. 12, 2024

K’taka in dock for denotlfyln deemed forest land

Clure for representation

Kaggere @timesgr com

Bengaluru: The state govt has
found itself at the receiving end
for going ahead with its decision
to denotify deemed forest lands
in2022. Following itsmove tode-
notify a whopping 6.6 lakh hec-
tares of deemed forest land
across Karnataka including in
and around Bengaluru, without
prior permission fromthe Cent-

6.6 LAKH HECTARES

re, the Union ministry of envi-
ronment, forests and climate
change (MoEF&CC)has now so-
ught a detailed report on the
controversial decision and tho-
seresponsible for it.

Two decades ago, the state
govt had estimated that close to
10 lakh hectares of area was dee-
med forestland.

However, while filing an affi-

davit before the Supreme Court
in 2022, the state disclosed that a
total of 6.6 lakh hectares out of
the 9.9 lakh hectares was denoti-
fied, revealing that the actual ex-
tent of deemed forest in Karna-
taka would be just 3.3 lakh hecta-
res — almost one-third of what
was initially estimated.
Justifying its decision to de-
notify the land then, the state
govt had also argued that almost
1.7 lakh hectares of the area did
not meet the parameters of ha-
ving 50 ‘mature’ trees with a
girth of more than one metre.
Further, more than 25,000 hecta-
res of land was discovered to ha-
ve identical survey numbers.
Subsequently, then revenue
minister R Ashoka, who is cur-
rently the leader of opposition
inthestatelegislativeassembly,
had announced that the denoti-
fied 6.6 lakh hectares would be
under the purview of the reve-

IN SOUP: The MoEF&CC have sought
a detailed report on the state govt's

controversial decision to denotify 6.6
lakh hectares of deemed forest land

nue department and the same
would be leased out to ‘encroa-
chers’for 30 years besides being
utilized for various infrastruc-
ture and developmental pro-
jectsof thestategovtasprojects
on these land would need not
any clearance from the statuto-
ryauthorities.

The govt's decision had

Source: The Times of India, p.5, Feb. 13, 2024
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drawn bitter criticism from con-
servation circles including reti-
red forest officials who argued
that the decision was largely in
favour of land encroachers.

Advocate and conservatio-
nist Veerendra Patil and Pape
Gowda from Bengaluru had con-
tested the decision in the Supre-
me Court.

Patil said, “While the entire
decision to denotify the deemed
forest land was illegal, we have
also sought the status of more
than 3 lakh hectares of deemed
forest area and details of forest-
ryactivities in those areas.”

Takingnoteof thedenotifica-
tion decision, the regional office
of the MOEF&CC in Bengaluru
wrote to the additional chief se-
cretary, forest, environment and
ecology department,on Feb6, se-
eking a detailed response on the
entire decision.

“It is alleged that the Govt of

Karnataka has denotified dee-
med forest land measurmg 6.6
lakh hectares without prior per-
mission... Itisrequested tokind-
ly examine the issues raised in
the representation including
those regarding the status of the
said affidavit filed before the SC
and orders if any... The factual
report may be provided at the
earliest to the ministry,” the let-
tersaid.

Deemed forest areas are tho-
se that have not been declared
formally as forests by the Centre
or states but have all the charac-
teristics of forests and tree co-
ver. In Karnataka, these lands
include Devara Kadu, Baane,
Kanu forest, Kumki land, Am-
rith Mahal kaval, Jammabaane,
Soppina Bettaetc.

Forest minister Eshwar
Khandre has reportedly called a
meetingof senior forestofficials
on Thursday at Vikasa Soudha.



4-lane Hassan-Hiriyuru
highway gets eco clearance
amid concerns

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

mid concerns over de-
struction of environment
nd impact on animal
movement, a central expert
committee has given green sig-
nal to NHAI’s proposal to build
a new four-lane road between
Hassan and Hiriyuru bypass to
providean “economiccorridor”
to Chitradurga.

Awhopping42,845treesare
standing on the proposed 114-
km road which passes through
Uttaregudda wildlife sanctuary
and Arsikere sloth bear sanctu-
ary. The National Highway Au-
thority of India (NHATI) has also
sought diversion of 208.5 acres
offorestland.

The proposed highway runs
parallel to the present two-lane
road between Hassan and Hiri-
yuru via Tiptur and Huliyar.
However, the NHAI promisesa
widerroad with far fewer curves.

Human-wildlife conflict
During the public hearing for
the project, several persons
had questioned the need forthe
project while farmers and oth-
ers have raised concerns that
the project may further fuel hu-
man-wildlifeconflictinthearea.

In Chitradurga district, Kar-
nataka Rajya Dhwani Damani-
taraHorataKendra’s KRamesh-
warappanotedthatthe highway
authorities have included noti-
fied forestsand sanctuaries.

“Farmers are innocent and
do not have any information
aboutthe project. Earlier, there
wasmovementofelephantsand
tigersinthispart. (Theroad)will
cause problemsfordomestican-
imalstograze.

Losing all the land, the ecol-
ogy and the wildlife sanctuary
will cause a lot of trouble in fu-
ture due to the two highways,”
he said. Earlier, NHAI had
said that “there was no wildlife

sanctuary in the vicinity of the
project.” Replying to the ques-
tion over the need for the road,
officials had said the alignment
wasdesignedasper Bharatmala
projectcircular.

The expert appraisal com-
mittee of the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forests and Climate
Change cleared the project re-
cently with a condition that its
nod is subject to the clearance
fromthestanding committee of
the National Board of Wildlife.

While there was no opposi-
tionfortheroad duringthehear-
inginHassandistrict, farmersin
Tumakuru questioned the new
road’s necessity as “there is not
much vehicle density” on the
currentroad to Hiriyuru.

NHAI officials, however, re-
plied, “Considering the trafficin
future, the project is beneficial.
The existing Hassan to Hiriyu-
ru route takes 4 hours of travel
time. The proposed greenfield
crow-flight alignment will re-
duce travel time to two hours,”
theysaid.

The central committee has
asked the highway authorities
to conduct specific biodiversity
studies and prepare conserva-
tion plans in synchronisation
with the local biodiversity of
the species within the study
area, including flagship species
authenticated by designated
authorities. Anactivist tracking
the developments said the new
road will only add to the infra-
structures with speculations of
future needs at the cost of the
environment.

‘Widen present road’
“TheNHAI could havewidened
the existing roads to improve
connectivity, instead of build-
ing a greenfield highway. Aside
from forest diversion, turning
agricultural lands into build-
up areas will have an impact on
wildlife and the general ecosys-
tem.”hesaid.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3C Feb, 14, 2024
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Health

K'takaasks pvt hospitals to participate
In centralgovt healthscheme

BENGALURU, DHNS

A recent circular from the
Karnataka government has
asked eligible private hospi-
tals to seek accreditation to
offer healthcare services to
central government employ-
ees and beneficiaries under
the Central Government
Health Scheme (CGHS).

Issued by the state gov-
ernment’s Commissionerate
of Health and Family Wel-
fare Services, the circular
references Section 11 of the
Karnataka Private Medical
Establishments (KPME) Act,
2007, stipulating that “every
private medical establishment
shallactively participateinthe
implementation ofall national
andstate health programmes
in such manner as the state
governmentmay specify from
time to time”.

The CGHS scheme covers
serving and former Members
of Parliament, central govern-
ment employeesand pension-

ers, freedom fighters, retired
Supreme Courtjudges, andall
their dependents.

Private hospitals are invit-
ed to submit proposals for
empanelmentas Health Care
Organisations (HCOs) to the
nodal officer. Once empan-
elled, they are expected to
deliver healthcare services at
revised rates outlined by the
scheme.

D Randeep, Commission-
er, Health, and Family Wel-
fare Services, clarified that
compliance is not mandatory
for hospitals. “Many package
rates have been revised and
we have been informed that
morerevisionsare underway.
Reimbursement periods un-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.ll, Feb, 10, 2024
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derthe schemehavealsobeen
reduced to less than a month.
Since central government
employees can benefit from
the scheme, we have actively
sought prominent hospitals’
participation, but we will not
hold them accountable,” he
told DH.

However, the Private Hos-
pitalsand Nursing Homes As-
sociation (PHANA) expressed
reservations. “Such schemes
must be made with rationali-
ty of costing and sustainability
of the hospitals in mind,” said
Dr Rajashekar YL, Vice-Pres-
ident, PHANA.

“Some of the revised rates
under the CGHS scheme are
not scientifically sound, so
when the government aims
to expand the scope of such
services to cover more peo-
ple, it can financially strain
private hospitals,” he noted,
adding that if the rates were
more stable, hospitals would
be more willing to participate
insuch schemes.



School performance hit by poor eye
health in exam season, say doctors

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

With the exam season ap-
proaching, prolonged stu-
dy hours, in addition to
lack of adequate sleep and
outdoor activities, has re-
sulted in undue stress on
students. This is taking a
toll on visual attention,
concentration, and focus
beyond refractive errors,

according to
ophthalmologists.
Doctors at Narayana

Nethralaya, who said 30%
of children presenting with
vision problems during ex-
ams have focussing issues,
said a range of problems
related to sight including
pseudomyopia and an in-
crease in myopia, can sig-
nificantly impact a child’s
exam performance.

10th grade or PU
Addressing presspersons
here on Friday, hospital

lps for students on maintaining

good eye health

= Maintain a good reading
distance (14-16 inches for a
book)

mAvoid using small devices
like mobile phones for online
study material

mFollow the 20-20-20 rule for
taking frequent breaks

mDuring breaks, avoid using

mobile phones or watching
television

m Practise meditation to

rest your eyes and improve
concentration

m Maintain a healthy diet
mEnsure sufficient sleep

n Get regular eye checks done

chairman Rohit Shetty said
over 50% of patients with
these eye issues are in the
10th grade or PU or are
preparing for competitive
exams. “Unfortunately,
95% of focusing issues or
binocular vision anomalies
are not diagnosed during
routine eye examinations.
When left unnoticed, these
issues can lead to symp-
toms such as eye strain, fa-
tigue, poor concentration,
frequent headaches, dou-
ble vision, and blurred vi-

sion,” he said.

In addition to these is-
sues, excessive screen time
(for reading online study
material) can lead to dry
eyes, progression of myo-
pia, and disturbed sleep.
“These eye symptoms are
often misinterpreted by
parents or teachers as dis-
interest in studies, leading
to a lack of confidence and
feeling of overburden in
children,” he said.

Jyoti Matalia, Consul-
tant, Paediatric Ophthal-

mology and Strabismology
at the hospital’s Bomma-
sandra branch, said tradi-
tional eye check examina-
tions usually focus on
identifying problems of
distant vision only.

“Thus, the crucial diag-
nosis of eye problems that
require a detailed orthop-
tic evaluation is missed
out. This evaluation en-
sures tailored treatment
that includes glasses, tar-
geted eye exercises, and in
rare cases, surgery,” she
said.

“A child may have per-
fect vision when reading a
chart but still complain of
headaches or double vi-
sion, indicating that their
eye muscles are strained
and require a thorough eye
examination. Children
should maintain good vi-
sual hygiene, which in-
cludes following simple
measures for eye health,”
she added.

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Feb. 10, 2024

Misconception drives under-prescription of ORS

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Most healthcare providers
in developing countries
know that Oral Rehydra-
tion Salts (ORS) are a life-
saving and inexpensive
treatment for diarrhoea in
children, but few prescribe
it. Taking a closer look at
this know-do gap, a new
study has found that
healthcare providers as-
sume that patients do not
want ORS, and this, in fact,
played a major role in un-
der-prescribing ORS.
Diarrhoea is a leading
cause of death in children,
and lives could be saved
with a low-cost and widely
available treatment — ORS.

However, presently, nearly
half of diarrhoeal cases
around the world do not
receive ORS, according to
researchers from institu-
tions in the U.S. and India,
including the Department
of Economics, Sociology
and Statistics, RAND Cor-
poration (U.S.), Sanford
School of Public Policy,
Duke University, Center for
Public Policy, Indian Insti-
tute of Management-Ban-
galore, Karnataka, and Sol
Price School of Public Poli-
cy, University of Southern
California.

The study published in
Science used a randomised
controlled trial to simulta-
neously study the role of
three leading explanations

solution in Coimbatore. FILE PHOTO

for under-prescribing of
ORS - providers might
think patients prefer non-
ORS treatments such as an-
tibiotics or dislike ORS be-
cause of poor taste and
perceptions that ORS is not

Source: The Hindu, p.11, Feb. 10, 2024

a real medicine; providers
could be responding to fi-
nancial incentives to sell
more profitable alterna-
tives (ORS is inexpensive
and antibiotics generate
nearly double the profit);
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and ORS stock-outs, the
study authors said.

More than 2,000 pro-
viders across 253 medium-
sized towns in Karnataka
and Bihar participated in
the study. Standardised pa-
tients (actors trained to act
as patients) made unan-
nounced visits during
which they presented a
case of diarrhoea for their
two-year-old child. To esti-
mate the effect of ORS
stock-outs, the researchers
randomly assigned all pro-
viders in half of the 253
towns to receive a six-week
supply of ORS.

They found that provid-
er misperceptions that pa-
tients do not want ORS
play the biggest role in the

underprescribing of ORS.
They estimated that pro-
vider misperceptions ex-
plained 42% of underpre-
scribing, whereas
stock-outs and financial in-
centives explained only 6%
and 5% respectively.

The study said 28% pro-
viders prescribed/dis-
pensed ORS when standar-
dised patients expressed
no preference, and 55%
prescribed ORS when they
expressed ORS preference.

A press release from the
University of Southern Ca-
lifornia, said these results
could be used to design in-
terventions that encourage
patients and caretakers to
express preference for ORS
when seeking care.



8% tele-ICU spoke hosps in K'taka
not functional, 1 fully deactivated

Misplaced
Software Hits
Govt Initiative

Mini.Thomas@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Two tele-ICU
clusters were opened in the
state recently, with the govt
claiming the initiative will
enable hub hospitals to add-
ressshortage of specialistsin
spoke hospitals in the hinter-
land. However, what was glos-
sed over was the fact that only
29 of the 40 state-run tele-ICU
spoke hospitals in Karnataka
are currently functional,
while therest are dormant.

Data accessed by STOI
shows the tele-ICU spoke ho-
spitals in Bengaluru Rural,
Chikkaballapur, Kolar, Shi-
vamogga Chamarajanagar,
Gadag, Kalaburagi, Koppal,
Raichur, and Yadgir are dor-
mant. These spoke hospitals
come under Bengaluru, My-
suru, Hubballi, and Ballari
clusters. One spoke hospital
at Santemarahalliin Chama-
rajanagar district has been
deactivated.

Tele-ICU clusters are ba-
sedon the hub-and-spoke mo-
del wherein one big hospital

&

FOCAL POINT: A new tele-ICU hb was launched at
Victoria Hospital, Bengaluru, earlier this month

i~| 8k patients treated in state

s many as 8,000 patients have been

treated till date at tele-ICUs in Karnataka.

On tele-1CU outcomes, Dr Vasanth Kumar
DE, state nodal officer, tele-ICU, claims that
only 1-2% of the admitted patients died in a
year. More than 70% of them were cured and
discharged. The rest moved out of ICUs
against medical advice.

The reasons for non/semi-functional

tele-ICUs are shifting of doctors and
staff nurses posted to ICUs to labour rooms
and casualty, CARE software installation
delays and some of the cameras and
software requiring private internet which is
being installed now. Presently, all our govt
facilities have KSWAN network. We'll
ensure steps are taken to ensure full
functionality of all linked tele-ICUs
D Randeep | COMMISSIONER, HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE

acts as the hub and provides
services to spoke hospitals in
taluks and smaller towns.
Karnataka’s initiative also
includes two smart ICUs in
Ballaridistrict thatfacilitate
Al-based interventions for
critically ill patients.
Sources part of the hub-
and-spoke model admit that
tele-ICUs have been non-star-
tersinthestateas taluk hospi-
tals have misplaced CDs and
pen drives loaded with CARE
(computer-aided regulation
engineering) software distri-

buted to them. Ideally they
should've filed FIRs but they
have not done it, they added.

Dr Vasanth Kumar DE,
state nodal officer, tele-ICU,
told STOI, “We're facing pro-
blems with internet connec-
tivity. Our ICUs require pri-
vate internet connection.”
Most of the taluk hospitals
were given KSWAN (Karna-
taka State Wide Area Net-
work) earlier.

Another official said CA-
RErequires hospitalstohave
open internet and not

Source: The Times of India, p.5, Feb. 11, 2024
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KSWAN which is a closed
network that only allows
whitelisted domain access.
CARE is still in active deve-
lopment and there are soft-
ware releases every week to
meet the demands on the fi-
eld and KSWAN does not al-
low such dynamic systems to
be whitelisted. Once CARE
crosses the active develop-
ment stage, enabling the
same over KSWAN could be
considered, the official ex-
plained.

The tele-ICUS are also fa-

cing a shortage of manpo-
wer. “We had hired doctors
and nurses during the pande-
mic. They have been shifted
to the labour room and casu-
alty. Wearegettingthemback
now,” Dr Vasanth Kumar sa-
id, adding all the spokes will
be functional soon and that
efforts are being made to set
things right. “It is important
to have SOPs in place so that
once ICU clusters start func-
tioning, they are up and run-
ning,” another source said,
referring to standard opera-
ting procedures.

Karnataka made headli-
nes as it launched state-run
tele-ICUs in 2022. Two new te-
le-ICU hubs werelaunched at
Trauma Care Centre, Victo-
ria Hospital, Bengaluru, and
Ballari district hospital ear-
lier this month, and they will
belinked to20taluk hospitals
in Bengaluru and Kalabura-
gidivisions of Karnataka.

Tele-ICUs were imple-
mented in the state in a pub-
lic-private partnership
(PPP)model ata cost of Rs40
crore for the hardware. Aro-
und Rs 60-70 lakh was spent
for spoke hospitals in taluks,
which included the cost of 10
beds, ventilators, multipara
monitors, ABJ machines,
and laryngoscope.



Govt launches neonatal ambulance
for swift care of critically-ill babies

Mobile intensive
care units,
incubators
invehicles

——

BENGALURU, DHNS

imingtobringdownthe
mortality rate among
ewborns, the Health
department has launched
a new neonatal ambulance
service that will help shift
premature and critically ill
infants to specialised health-
care facilities.

Healthand Family Welfare
Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao,
who launched four new am-
bulances on Tuesday, said that
the ambulances come with a
number of advanced facilities
that could help swift and safe
transportation of critically ill
patients. This could be crucial,
especiallyinremoteareas, he
added. The ambulances are
equipped with state-of-the-art
mobile intensive care units,
including ventilators, incuba-
tors and monitoring systems.
They will also be supported
by trained medical personnel

.

[ A

elth Ministerine's\Gundu Rab a

i

inBengaluru on Tuesday. Health Commissioner D Randeep is also seen.

andwill bestationedatchosen
crucial locations. The ambu-
lances will be stationed at the
Vani Vilas Hospital, Bengal-
uru; Chaluvamba Hospital,
Mysuru; Raichur Institute of
Medical Sciences, Raichur;
and Karnataka Institute of
Medical Sciences, Hubballi.

Eye care services

Rao also flagged off eight
District Mobile Ophthalmic
Vans that will provide eye
careservicesinremoteareas.

Each mobile unit consists of
an ophthalmologist, a Para-
medical Ophthalmic Assis-
tant (PMOA), a Block Health
Education Officer (BHEO),a
staff nurse and adriver.

The vans are equipped to
conduct eye care activities in
regions where access to such
services is limited. The staff
in these vans will conduct
screeningand diagnosis of dis-
easessuchascataract, diabet-
icretinopathy, glaucoma, and
corneal opacity. The vans will

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3C, Feb, 14, 2024
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also be used to conduct eye
screening in schools and will
also help in moving patients
fromscreening centersto the
nearest District Hospital or
Referral Centre for further
treatment.

The vans will also provide
on-the-spot refraction and
prescription of glasses. The
programme is already oper-
ational in 17 districts across
the state and eight new dis-
tricts have been chosen in
this phase.



NIMHANS study identifies
novel risk genes associated
with PSP in Indian population

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

A study by a team of re-
searchers specialising in
Human Genetics and Neu-
rology at NIMHANS has
identified novel risk genes
associated with Progres-
sive Supranuclear Palsy
(PSP) in the Indian popula-
tion. With a global preva-
lence of 1-18 per lakh popu-
lation, PSP is a rapidly
progressive and rare brain
disease that affects walk-
ing, balance, eye move-
ments and swallowing.

The disease results from
the damage of cells in areas
of the brain that control
body movement, coordina-
tion, thinking and other
important functions. The
study has been published
online this month in Move-
ment Disorders, one of the
journals brought out by
The International Parkin-
son and Movement Disor-
der Society.

Ravi Yadav, Professor of
Neurology at NIMHANS,
who is the corresponding
author of the study, told
The Hindu that PSP is often
assumed to be Parkinson’s
disease as it usually affects
people aged above 60
years.

“The exact cause of PSP
is not clear, but it may in-
volve many factors, includ-
ing genes. This study exa-
mined the genes of Indian
patients with PSP and
found some new results.
This is the first study in In-
dia that shows that two
genes - Microtubule-asso-
ciated Protein Tau (MAPT)
and Syntaxin 6 (STX6) -
are linked to PSP, and
some of the variants of
these risk genes are specif-
ic to the Indian popula-
tion,” Dr. Yadav said.

Asserting that some of
these genetic variations
make the disease worse, he
said, “This study adds new
knowledge on the genetic
basis of PSP. Interestingly,
some variations of the
MAPT gene that are seen in
PSP patients from other
world populations are not
found in Indian patients.”

The study, which has
been done with funding
from the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR),

Afile photo of National Institute of Mental Health and

Neuresciences, Bengaluru.

reinforces that it is essen-
tial to examine the genetic
background of PSP pa-
tients across various eth-
nicities. “This will help in
identifying new genetic
risk variants and develop-
ing the diagnostic gene pa-
nel of PSP,” he said.

Risk variants

Monojit Debnath, Profes-
sor in Human Genetics at
NIMHANS, who is one of
the lead authors of the stu-
dy, said the disease is re-
cognised to have a com-
plex genetic basis.
“Pathogenic variants with-
in MAPT gene and MAPT
haplotypes were seen to
modify the risk of PSP. Be-
sides candidate gene stu-
dies, genome-wide associa-
tion studies identified
several polymorphic risk
variants within genes such
as STX6 and Myelin-asso-
ciated  Oligodendrocyte
Basic Protein (MOBP),
among others. However,
genetic findings are not
consistent across popula-
tions,” he said.

The Professor said it is
essential to replicate ear-
lier findings in major world
populations to develop a
universal diagnostic gene
panel for PSP. “The impact
of major risk genes has not
been explored in Indian
PSP patients. To address
this knowledge gap, the
profile  of pathogenic
MAPT gene variants as well
as Single Nucleotide Poly-
morphisms (SNPs) within
MAPT, STX6, MOBP, and
other genes were exa-
mined in PSP patients of
Indian  ethnicity,” he
explained.

“This is the first Indian
study that provides sup-
port for MAPT and STX6
being risk genes of PSP as
observed in European and
Caucasian  populations.
More importantly, the cur-
rent study adds a new di-
mension to the genetic ba-
sis of PSP by reporting
association of novel geno-
types, haplotypes, and
sub-haplogroup of major
risk genes of PSP, the
authors claimed.

Text & Context and Science

Weekday features on The Hindu epaper
(epaper.thehindu.com) carries explainers, special articles
and quizzes. In the latest issue (February 16, Friday), the
following articles are available:

= Why Ladakh has turned to mass protests in freezing
temperatures bit.ly/ladakhprotests

bit.ly/diversityandhealth

= The big diversity blindspot in health policy

You can use your smartphone’s inbuilt features to access
these articles. If it’s an Android phone, use Google Lens
to read and tap the url to access an article. If it's an
iPhone, use Live Text on camera to do the same.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Feb. 16, 2024
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Gender

33% of passport holders
women; L3cr issued in 23

49CR PASSPORTS FROM
JAN 2019 TO DEC 2023

State No. of passports

Bengaluru: At least a third
of India’s passport holders
are women with the gap mo-
re skewed in states like Bi-
har (10%) and UP (19.6%)
while it's more than the na-
tionalaverage in23states, in-
cluding Karnataka, Maha-
rashtra and the northeast,
reports Chethan Kumar.
With more than 1.3 crore
passports issued between
Jan and Dec, annual issuan-
ce in 2023 has breached the
pre-Covid mark in 2019 (1.1
crore). According to the ex-
ternal affairs ministry data,
the total number of pas-
sports issued and currently
validinIndiais9.2crore,and

Kerala
Maharashtra
Uttar Pradesh
Tamil Nadu
Punjab
Gujarat
Karnataka

All Other
States

58.3L I
538L0
461
4a38L
42. I
3500
308L0

1.8cr

Source:

MEA | All figures rounded off

it accounts for only 6.5% of
the total population (estima-
ted at142 crore).

» UP lags in issuance, P 18

Passport gender shift: Mizoram
leads, UP lags in issuance to women

» Continued from page 1
STATES WITH MORE THAN

S;z;figggggg thg()l;g; 50L PASSPORT HOLDERS

was rigid until recently State Female Male Total % Female
andhthe number of Indians Kerala| 42.1lakh| 56.7 lakh| 98.9 lakh| 42.60%
with aspirations -- and the
wherewithal - o go abroad is Maharashtra| 40.7 lakh| 57.3lakh | 98.1lakh | 41.50%
increasing inrecent years. Uttar Pradesh | 17.2lakh| 87.8lakh| 87.8 lakh| 19.60%
. omhllxlleclgéi t?lgsggggﬁ eg?)s' Tamil Nadu| 28 lakh| 55.4lakh| 83.5lakh| 33.20%
Todian missions abroad, the Punjab| 27.7lakh| 42.4lakh| 70.1lakh| 39.50%
gender-wise break-up is avai- Gujarat| 24.9lakh| 37.4lakh| 62.4 lakh| 39.90%
lable for more than 8.8 crore
T N ——" Karnataka | 22.7 lakh 32lakh | 54.8lakh| 41.40%

across 37 states and Union ter-
ritories. Of these, more than 3
crore —or 34.9% are women.
Seven states — Karnata-
ka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Ma-
harashtra, Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab and Gujarat — have
more than 50 lakh passport
holders and together acco-
unt for 63% of the 8.8 crore.
Five of these states, barring

Source: MEA | All figures rounded off

UP and Tamil Nadu (33.2%),
have a better gender ratio in
the passports issued than
the national average. With
61.7% of the passports issu-
ed to women, Mizoram tops
the table, while Nagaland
(54.4%) and Sikkim (51.1%)
have also seen more than

half of the passports being
issued to women. Other than
Bihar and UP, no other state
has women accounting for
lessthan 20% of the passport
holders, while it is between
20% and 30% in six states.
Pastdataongender-wisebre-
ak-up is not immediately av-

Source: The Times of India, p.1& 18, Feb. 10, 2024
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ailable. The number of pas-
sports issued in 2023 grew
17% compared with 2022,
which had seen a massive
jump compared with 2021
(73.6 lakh) when numbers
were low owing to Covid-19.
In 2020, it was at54.11akh.

In fact, the 1.3 crore pas-
sports in 2023 account for 15%
of thetotal valid passports(9.2
crore). And, the top seven sta-
tes, naturally, accounted for
the most in the said year.

Analysis of data for the fi-
ve years between Jan 2019 and
Dec 2023 shows that 4.9 crore
—or53% —of the9.2crore va-
lid passports in the country
were issued in this period.
And 3.1 crore of the 4.9 crore
came cumulatively from the
seven states: Kerala, Maha-
rashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Punjab, Gujarat and
Karnataka.



BMTC mulling reintroduction of ‘Pink
buses’ amidst Shakti scheme’s success

Launched in 2006-07 exclusively for women, these buses were discontinued because of poor patronage

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
BENGALURU

s Karnataka’s Shakti
AScheme is seeing
huge success and

has led to an increased wo-
men ridership on buses,
Bengaluru  Metropolitan
Transport  Corporation
(BMTC) is now considering
the reintroduction of ‘Pink
buses’ in Bengaluru.
Speaking to The Hindu,
Transport Minister Ramal-
inga Reddy said that the
idea of pink buses was in-
itially given by Deputy
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar during a recent bus
launch event. “Following
the successful launch of

Shakti, women'’s ridership
in Karnataka buses has in-
creased. Now, we are in the
process of adding more
buses to the fleet. The pink
bus idea is good and we are
exploring the possibility of
introducing new pink bus-
es in the BMTC fleet, exclu-
sively dedicated to women
passengers,” he said.
Initially launched in
2006-07 exclusively for wo-
men, the pink buses were
discontinued owing to
poor patronage. Subse-
quently, BMTC considered
reintroducing them multi-
ple times, but the plans
didn’t materialize for va-
rious reasons. “BMTC will
examine how pink buses

IR=

= nl -
More women are travelling by KSRTC buses after the Shakti scheme
was introduced in Karnataka. RAVICHANDRAN N.

can benefit women passen-
gers. We need to identify
routes with higher women
passengers and obtain ap-
proval from the State go-
vernment to procure new

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Feb. 12, 2024

buses. Our officials will
conduct a route rationalisa-
tion study,” Mr. Reddy said.

Since the launch of the
Shakti Scheme on June 11,
2023, till February 10,
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2024, the RTCs have issued
over 150 Crore “zero tick-
ets” indicating the number
of free bus rides women
have taken utilising the
scheme. The cumulative
value of tickets so issued
has been 23,599.63 crore.

Additional buses to
reduce holiday rush
Meanwhile, Mr. Reddy,
who is also Muzrai and En-
dowment Minister, said
that he has directed all four
road transport corpora-
tions (RTCs) to deploy addi-
tional buses during the up-
coming summer holidays
season. The initiative aims
to accommodate the in-
creased travel anticipated

in coming months during
summer holidays for
schools and colleges as pe-
ople head to temples and
other tourist destinations
across the State utilizing
the Shakti scheme.

“After the introduction
of the Shakti scheme in the
state, we observed a signifi-
cant increase in women
passengers utilising the
scheme to travel to temples
and various tourist destina-
tions. We anticipate that
many women passengers
will travel during the up-
coming summer holidays
too, and therefore, all the
corporations will have ad-
ditional buses to various
destinations,” he added.



94,000 rape survivors,
acid-attack victims get
1,478 crore aid in 7 yrs

Chethan.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Nearly 94,000
rape survivors and acid-at-
tack victims from across In-
dia have received Rs 1,478
crore in compensation after
the Centre began implemen-
ting a compensation scheme
seven years ago as per a Su-
preme Courtdirective.

The compensation is in li-
ne with the guidelines formu-
lated by the National Legal
Services Authority (NALSA)
under the compensation
scheme for women survivors
of sexual assault/other cri-
mes-2018. According to the
Union law ministry, the com-
pensation was handed betwe-
en 2017-18 and 2023-24 (up to
Nov 2023). In the first eight
months of 2023-24, some Rs
255 crore compensation has
been paid out, while the hig-

Continued...

1.2L APPLICANTS

» Govt began compensation
scheme for survivors 7 years
ago following a SC directive

» Atotal of 1.2 lakh
applications received since
2017-2018 and compensation
paid to 93,678 survivors

» At 20,900, highest number
of applications cleared in
2022-23; 7347.8 crore aid paid

» In first 8 months of 2023-24,
7255 crore compensation paid

hest amount of Rs 347.8 cro-
re was given in 2022-23.

The guidelines list 18 types
of compensation: The lowest
is Rs 2 lakh in two categories
(20% disability & grievous
physical injury requiring re-
habilitation) and the highest
of Rs10lakh (loss of life).

»Long way to go, P 12
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‘NALSA would go a long
way in achieving its goals’

» Continued from page 1

ore than 1.2 lakh vic-

! \ / | tims had filed applica-
tions through NALSA

or courts. Some 73.5% appli-
cations have been settled, and
nearly 34,000 are yet to be de-
cided on. Welcoming the
handout of compensation,
Kushi Kushalappa, director
(supportand rehab team), En-
fold Proactive Health Trust,
which has been working with
Pocso victims across the
country for more than a dec-
ade, said the scheme would go
a long way in achieving its
goals if there was prioritisa-
tion of fund allocation to vari-
ous legal services across
states that deal with such

cases. Another activist said
that victims, in some cases,
are made to wait for months
despite  recommendations
since the state-level authority
doesn’t get sanctions easily.

Besides, victims are entit-
led to free legal services un-
der Section12of the Legal Ser-
vices Authorities Act, 1987,
while Section 357A of the
CrPC, 1973, mandates, “Every
state government, in co-ordi-
nation with the central gov-
ernment, shall prepare a
scheme for providing funds
for the purpose of compensa-
tion to the victim or his de-
pendents who have suffered
lossorinjuryasaresultof the
crime and who require reha-
bilitation...”

Source: The Times of India, p.1& 12, Feb. 14, 2024
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Governance

Old vehicle owners face hardship in getting HSRP

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
BENGALURU

As the deadline for getting
the High-Security Registra-
tion Plate (HSRP) ap-
proaches, vehicle owners,
particularly those with ol-
der vehicles from compa-
nies that no longer exist,
are confused and facing
challenges.

The department issued
a notification in August
2023 mandating the instal-
lation of HSRP on an esti-
mated two crore vehicles
registered before April 1,
2019, setting a November
17, 2023, deadline. Howev-
er, as very few people in-
stalled the HSRP, the de-
partment extended the
deadline till February 17,
2024.

Harish R. Naik from Ra-
jajinagar, the owner of a 15-
year-old bike from a com-
pany that no longer exists,
is unable to obtain an

~KAS TMNGUOS

The deadline for installing the High-Security Registration Plate is

February 17. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

HSRP. He said, “For the last
two months, I have been
trying to get the HSRP for
my bike. Unfortunately,
the brand is not listed on
the website (of the Society
of Indian Automobile Ma-
nufacturers), and despite
my efforts to contact the
RTO, the issue remains un-
resolved.”

Anil Kumar, the owner
of a minibus in Mandya dis-
trict, faced difficulty regis-
tering for the HSRP num-
ber as the website
consistently declined his
request, indicating that the
vehicle number was not re-
gistered under the RTO.
Expressing his frustration,

he said, “I have all the ne-
cessary documents, and
the vehicle is in good run-
ning condition. However,
the website displays an er-
ror message and instructs
me to contact the RTO.
Upon reaching out to the
RTO, they seemed un-
aware of the issue T am
encountering.”

Some vehicle owners
are reporting issues where
the website fails to recog-
nise their vehicle numbers.
Prashanth Swamy, a resi-
dent of Seshadripuram,
said, “I am unable to book
my HSRP as the vehicle re-
gistration number is not re-
cognised as Karnataka re-

Source: The Hindu, p.1, Feb. 10, 2024
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gistered. Despite raising a
couple of complaints,
there has been no resolu-
tion. I also tried with
another car registered in
Karnataka, and the issue
persists with the same er-
ror.”

Vehicle owners in Koda-
gu district are upset as they
need to travel long distanc-
es to have their number
plates installed. Residents
point out that the issue
stems from the absence of
authorized shops or deal-
ers in the district permit-
ted to install HSRP.

‘Reach out to dealer’
Meanwhile, the Society of
Indian Automobile Manu-
facturers says companies
that are no longer in busi-
ness and old companies
have also been listed on its
HSRP website.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Mahesh Malhotra, the spo-
kesperson for Rosmerta

Technologies, a company
involved in the production
of HSRP number plates,
said, “People should be
aware of the manufactur-
ing company’s name, and
they can get to know about
it by reaching out to their
dealers for accurate infor-
mation or contact the near-
est RTO offices.” Regarding
vintage vehicles, Mr. Mal-
hotra said a majority of
these vehicles are not util-
ised for daily road use and
are primarily used during
vintage rallies.

Meanwhile, a Transport
Department official said,
“We will look into these is-
sues. However, people can
only book for those vehi-
cles whose brand names
are displayed on the web-
site. For other brands
which are not displayed,
we are not authorised to
process the HSRP order.
They should get in touch
with their dealer.”
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Online marriage registration
begins in city on a pilot basis

It will be extended across the State before month-end; those wishing to provide Aadhaar authentication can complete process

from home, while those who don't do Aadhaar authentication can register marriage by visiting the sub-registrar’s office

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

nificant relief to citi-

zens, the Karnataka
government on Thursday
(February 15) launched the
facility for online registra-
tion of marriage under the
Hindu Marriage Act, 1955,
and also the online applica-
tion process for marriages
to be registered under the
Special Marriage Act, 1954.

The facility was
launched on a pilot basis at
the Malleshwaram sub-re-
gistrar office on Thursday
by Revenue Minster Krish-
na Byre Gowda.

Two online registrations
of marriages took place as
scheduled on Thursday.

It will be extended to all
sub-registrar’s offices
across the State before the
end of this month.

Those wishing to pro-
vide Aadhaar authentica-
tion can complete the pro-
cess from home, while
those who don’t do the
Aadhaar  authentication
can register their marriage
by visiting the sub-regis-

l n what could bring sig-

b
Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

trar’s office. In another ma-
jor change brought in the
system, the process of ap-
plication for registering
marriages under the Spe-
cial Marriages Act has been
made online.

After providing all the
necessary documents on-
line, a visit to the sub-regis-
trar’s office will only be for

Revenue Minster Krishna Byre Gowda launching the online marraige registration facility in Bengaluru on

registration. Among other
online facilities that the Mi-
nister launched is applying
and receiving encum-
brance certificates of pro-
perties registered before
2004. Earlier, the EC appli-
cation had to be made at
the sub-registrar’s office
that would issue physical
certificates.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Feb. 14, 2024
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Now, the application for
EC and payment of fee can
be made online, and the EC
will be sent to the user lo-
gin, and people do not
have to visit the office
physically.

In another measure, the
certified copies of property
documents for 150 years
will also be made available

online. In a similar process
to the EC, the public can
apply for certified copies
online and the copies will
be sent to the user login.
An official said the certified
copies of properties regis-
tered since 1857 will be
available. In another new
initiative, farmers can get
encumbrance certificates
for their agricultural land
online. The GIS-based map-
ping will help uploading of

details of land
automatically.
In a bid to reduce the in-

convenience to the public
with respect to mistakes in
documents, under valua-
tion of properties, wrong
usage of legal terms and
other problems that re-
quired running around go-
vernment offices to rectify,
the State government has
introduced online pre-re-
gistration checks.

Revenue Department
Principal Secretary Rashmi
Mahesh, Inspector General
of Registration B.R. Ma-
matha, and Assistant In-
spector General of Regis-
tration H.L. Prabhakar
were present.
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‘New cab fares will come into

- force fr arly Ma

Industry body
writes to transport
minister, asks for
restoring dynamic
pricing

—v—

BENGALURU, DHNS

he uniform fare struc-

I ture for all cabs ply-

ing within Karnataka

will come into force in early

March, according to the
Transport Department.

On February 3, a state gov-
ernment notification catego-
rised all cabs plying within
Karnataka, whether they are
city taxis or those attached
to ride aggregators such as
Ola, Uber and Rapido, into
three based on their purchase
price. The notification was
published in the government
gazette on February 5.

An official source in the
Transport Department said
the fares would come into
forceamonthafterthe gazette
notification. If ride-hailing

Source: The Hindu, p.3B, Feb. 16, 2024

>

The new fare StI'UCtUI" categorises cas, wheter the are

city taxis or those attached toride aggregators, into three
based on their purchase price. bHFILE PHOTO

firms fail to comply with the
fare structure, thedepartment
will check cabs and impose a
penalty, he said.

The base fare (first four
kilometres) for a cab costing
up toRs 10 lakhis Rs100. For
every subsequent kilometre,
it’s Rs 24. For cabs costing Rs
10-15 lakh, the base fare is Rs
115 and for every subsequent
kilometre,it’s Rs 28. The base
fares for cabs costing more
thanRs15lakhareRs130and
32, respectively.

The government has also
stipulated luggage, waiting
time and night-time charges.

While taxi drivers/aggrega-
tors can collect GST and tolls
from passengers, they cannot
levy any per-minute charges.

The previous fares, notified
in 2021, contained a flexi-fare
structure thatallowed cabop-
erators to charge anything
within a specific band. This
has been removed.

Ola and Uber operate
without a licence because
their licences expired in
2021. They have challenged
the Karnataka On-demand
Transportation Technology
Aggregators Rules, 2016, and
the high court has restrained

63

rch’

the government from taking
coercive action against them.

The official insisted that
the stay order wouldn’t come
inthe way of enforcing the new
farestructure.

In a letter to Transport
Minister Ramalinga Reddy
on February 14, the Internet
and Mobile Association of
India (IAMAI), an industry
body representing the digi-
tal services industry, said flat
fares, withnoroom for dynam-
ic pricing, would have a “chill-
ing impact” on Karnataka’s
mobility ecosystem.

Chitrita Chatterjee, Associ-
ate Vice President and Head
of Public Policy at IAMAI,
saidweb-based transportation
aggregators were different
and more tech-enabled than
normalstreet ride-hailing,and
should not be subjected to the
same fares.

Heargued thattheelimina-
tion of dynamic pricing would
“severelyundermine”the live-
lihoods of drivers.

Reddy said a delegation of
ride-hailing firms had methim
and asked that theybe treated
differently. “I asked them to
give arepresentation. I'll look
intoit,”hetold DH.
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In massive purge, pollce burn drugs
worth 36cr, mcludlng 3.8k kg ganja

Vindhya.Pabolu
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The ‘war on
drugs’declared by Bengaluru
city police took a decisive
turn Friday with a whopping
3,885kg of ganja, 52kg of
MDMA (also known as Ecsta-
sy) and other psychotropic
substances being destroyed.
The narcotic substances,
burnt scientifically, were
part of the seizures made by
police in 2023. The destruc-
tion took place at an authori-
sed industrial waste manage-
ment company in Dabaspet
areaontheoutskirtsof the ci-
ty. The value of the destroyed
drugs wasaround Rs 36 crore.
Home minister G Para-
meshwara, who oversaw the
process, said: “We're fighting
a war against drugs for the
welfare of people. The drugs
being destroyed was a result
of police crackdown on pedd-
lers and trafficking cartels in
the past 12 months. On this
day, we've gathered to destroy
drugs seized... We wanted to
use this occasion to spread

=

GOING UP IN SMOKE:
Home minister

G Parameshwara
oversaw the process
of destroying the
drugs at an
industrial waste
management firm

in Bengaluru's
Dabaspet area Friday

After nabbing drug traffickers and seizing
rugs from them, police declare the seizure
and store the contraband in stations where the
cases are booked, till drug disposal committees

give clearance for destruction

ext, the court’s nod is taken for destruction
d the seized narcotics are transported to
the notified industrial waste disposal plant
(at Dabaspet near Tumakuru)

At the plant, they are packed in sacks, placed
n a conveyor belt and moved to the
incinerator in the presence of cops

The drugs are burnt at 800 degrees Celsius
‘or 30 minutes, according to workers at
the industrial waste landfill

While ash is dumped in the landfill, the smoke
hat billows out of the chimney is filtered
for harmful gases before being let out

Waste management company will issue de-
truction certificate to police, who submit it
to the court that permitted the destruction. This
marks the end of the destruction process

awareness about the bad ef-
fects of drugs.” The destroy-
ed drugs also included LSD,
hashish, and ganja oil.

In 2023, cops booked at le-
ast 6,764 drug trafficking ca-

sesacross the state and arres-
ted 7,403 persons, including
106foreigners. The total value
of the seized drugs is pegged
at Rs 129 crore. “When you lo-
ok at the narcotics-related da-

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Feb, 10, 2024

ta for the past three years, the
seizures and arrests effected
under Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act
were the highest last year,” a
senior police officer said.

Stepping up for hentage Mysuru s active community

A

youth-led campaign has sprung up to save
Devaraja Market in Mysuru. Over the last

month, the market has been the venue for
silentreading sessions by Mysuru Readers,

Meeralyer
writes about
effortsin
Mysurutosave
the historical
Devaraja
Market

everal
by Gully Tours and students of Wadiyar
Centre for Architecture (WCFA), sketch-
ing sessions by Urban Sketchers Mysuru,
and a candlelight vigil by the Mysore
Storyteller’s Network. Artists have photo-
graphed, drawn and sketched the market.
They share their thoughts and stunning
visuals on social media, including onan
Instagram page called ‘Save Devaraja Mar-
ket'. Andlastweek, a pre-release YouTube
video of the recent Vinay Rajkumar starrer
Ondu Sarala Prema Kathe was filmedin
the heritage market.

Devaraja Market was listed as a heritage
building in the Mysuru Master Plan 2031,
which was adopted by the Mysore Urban
Development Authority in 2016. However,
later that year, a portion of the market’s
north gate collapsed. Ever since, the
“sword of Damocles'has been hanging

Stills from Devaraja Market. pHOTOS BY K.J PAVAN

to the market, INTACH Bengaluru Chap-
ter, WCFA and Esthetique Architects,
with support from Mysuru's N R Founda-

“Many people did not know about the
market’s heritage,” adds K S Anuroopa, a

avery special place in the heart of many
Mysureans. Artist K.J Pavan credits the
multi-sensory experience of the bustling
market with its riot of colour and sound
with helping shape him into an artist,a
sentiment echoed by artist NS Harsha.
Around 5,000 t0 8,000 people visit
Devaraja Market every day, double that
number visit during festival seasons, ac-
cording to Souharda U L, a documentary
filmmaker. “Altcr)cars of shoppmg here,

jaMarket. “It is disheartening to seeits
skeletal remains. I cannot imagine Devara-
jaMarket becoming like that,” says Pavan.

‘Thanks to its royal past, Mysuru has a
rich inventory of hmlagc buildings. Per-
haps this is why people took their legacy for
granted. Not any more. The Lansdowne
example has catalysed the movement
tofight the prospect of losing Devaraja
Market. The campaign’s two-pronged
approach is to create awareness about
the market’s history and heritage, and to
help people build emotional connections
with t. “The people, the culture and the
language are Mysuru’s soul, but its identity
is tied to its buildings. And the market is its
heart,” says Souharda. As part of the core
campaign team, he has led several heritage
walks around Devaraja Market.

‘There are plans for more events, a docu-
mentary film about the market, and hopes
to get younger people involved.

Whllclhcmarkc( is the current focus

people th the

over the market. S¢

deliberated the markets fate, some calling
forits restoration, others for its demoli-
tion. When the Mysuru City Corporation
proposed to raze the historical market,
four citizens filed a PIL against demoli-
tion. The Karnataka High Court dismissed
the PIL in August 2023, The case is
currently in the Supreme Court.
Lastmonth, to bring greater attention

tion, jointl; ium on

the conservation of living heritage like
markets. Invited experts from around the
country were in agreement that Devaraja
Market could be restored. Dr S Raghunath
ofBMS College of Engineering, Bem,dlu
ru, shared

others,”says Pavan.

speech ist. Take, for her
15y Id sibling, who initially wondered
what the fuss Later, when she Ari y

took him on a heritage walk around the
market, “he was fascinated and thrilled
tolearn thatitis 137 years old,” she says.
Anuroopa started the Save Devaraja

vere, Grade 4 damage that he hzd hclpcd
restore. “Devaraja Market has only Grade
2level of damage,” he pointed out.

Market page,a WhatsApp
group and is part of a campaign team that
organises events at the market

Lansdowne Building was once as impor-
tantto Mysuneans People wenuhe: em
d

of ision
is “tolet Mysuru be itself,” says Amshula
Prakash, a mediaand entertainment law-
yer by profession who has helped organise
events at Devaraja Market. Besides the
action around Devaraja Market, there is

buy
books, stationery, exam guides and so on.
But its shops are shuttered and the build-
ing has been abandoned for years.
Lansdowne now serves as a powerful

ly ry working to
save Kukkarahalli Kere. “Slowly, the move-
mentis happening,”says Souharda.
(Meera Iyer is the Convenor of INTACH
Bengaluru Chapter and the author of

araja Market upied

Source: Deccan Herald, p.15, Feb, 15, 2024
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Urban Affairs

SHREED N
BENCALURU, DHNS

survey released in Janu-
aryhighlighted alarming
conditions of 48 public

toilets in the city. It dis-

losed that75%of the toi-

letslack doorlocksand latches. 66%

ammacity’s lostloos

Many reports have highlighted the maintenance and safety problems at Bengaluru’s public toilets.
The BBMP is planning more toilets, but when will the existingissues be fixed?

ODF++ toilets sport additional features beyond
basic sanitation facilities to enhance cleanliness,
hygiene, and user experience. Some common

features include:

of them had i lighting,
which can make women feel unsafe
in public toilets, especiallyat night.

Archana K R, a sanitation cam-
paigner from Reapbenefit, whowas
involved in the survey, highlights
the pay disparity. “For men, it is
Rs 2; for women, it is Rs 5, which
might sometimes be unaffordable
for women from poor sessions of
society,”shesays.

“Maintenance is poor, and
contractors are not doing justice.
Latches were missing in women's
toilets; cleaning materials were not
there; there was no running water
in many places. Cleaning staff were
not gemng their salary properly,”

dds. Lackof lightand ven-

tilation in many toilets only adds to
the problem. Feedback machines
donotwork.

Problemsrelated towomen's toi-
lets range from lack of lights and
safety issues to availability of hy-
gienicwater.

‘What was shocking was this:
Male contract workers were seen
livingand cooking inside awomen's
toiletcomplexin Jayanagar.

This is not the first time cooking,
inside the toilet complex has been
flagged. A daily order issued by the
Karnataka High Court on August
8, 2023, shows that the Action-tak-
en-reportsubmitted by Bruhat Ben-
galuruMa Palike (BBMP)
in the court had flagged the same
issue.

“The operator has put some
households outside the toilet com-
plex, cooking inside and living
there... The toilets are very dirty.
This has been removed, and the
operator was cautioned... If it con-
tinues, action will be initiated to
terminate the service,” the order
quotes BBMP's report.

Many reports,
same issues
The Sustainable
Development

Public

materials

Use of better
structural design
and construction

What is ODF++ toilet?

Waste
management
systems such as
biogas digesters

Water-saving features including
low-flush or dual-flush toilets,

waterless urinals, and water
recycling systems

Publictoilets at!

have no doors. oHPHOTO/PUSHKAR

ernmental organisation, Letzkit
Foundation, filed a petition in the
high court asking BBMP to ensure
an adequate number of toilets in
the city. The court asked BBMP to
explain the exercise undertaken to
decide the number of public toilets
tobesetupwithinits jurisdiction
and the number of sepa-

rate toilets required

for women—es-

ities. Tt said that in terms of toilet

facilities and numbers, Bengaluru

laggedbehindother cities like Chen-
Esdared Ahrnedbad

KRmarket

when it rains. DHFILE PHOTO/BK JANARDHAN

edfloating population of15.87 lakh.
Swachh Bharat Urban norms pre-
seribe one toilet for 400 men and

nai, Hyd

Z()() women.

Italso highlighted the issue of
poor maintenance of community
toilets and recommended a review
of the operation and maintenance
arrangements. The courttook note
of these and asked the BBMP to in-
vestigate the lack of properdataand
decentralised planning and execu-
tionwithouta centraliseddatabase.

How many toilets?

As a result of pressure from the
court, by August 2021, BBMP had
started adding more toilets. The
work on 25 toilets began, and the
tender process was on for 55 more
toilets. A survey by Karnataka State
Legal Services Authority (KSLSA]
conducted at the behest of the high

However, on the positive side, he
says the BBMP has been sourcing
information on the need for more
toilets, and his group is working on

facilities

Accessibility for all, including
ple with disabilities and thy

elderly, with ramps, grab bars,
and wide doorways

Toilets in BBMP limits (Existing)

Type Toilets
Public toilets 360
Community toilets 6
E-toilets 229
Modular toilets 17
Ecofriendly ODF++ 10
tailets (phase I)

Restrooms for 181
pourakarmikas

Indira canteentoilets 172
Total 975

Seating Operation &
capacity maintenance
2,160 Zonal officers

60 Zonal officers

229 Tender in progress
for 8 packages,
work order issued
in some zones.

34 Work order issued
120 Work in progress
362 In operation
172 In operation

3137 =

Toilets in BBMP limits (Proposed)

Type Toilets
Ecofriendly ODF++ 15
toilets (phase I1)

Ecofriendly ODF++ 46
toilets (phase I11)

Public toilets 246
Community toilets 15
SHE toilets 100
(PPP model)

Restrooms for 50
pourakarmikas

Total 472

Seating Status
capacity
331 Work in progress.
460 Letter of Agency
issued
984 Tender in progress
75 Proposal in front of
state government
400 Bids invited. Last 5
date: March 1
100 Letter of Agency
issued
2,350

Total existing + planned: 1447 toilets, 5487 seats

communitytoilets. Officialssay op-
erationsand maintenance (O&M)

Officials refused to comment
on the KSLSA's observation of toi-

theother type:
of toilets, which is why some toilets

units
available in 450 structures, while

and Shivajinagar (oge( ‘moretoilets.
2G

the floating inthecity F

needed 6,349 seats, with a I: 250 BBMPtmlem, \vuh a mechamsm to
ratio for the floating of complain in case
15.87 lak of problems.

Asof loday. the data provided
by BBMP show that the work is on
to construct 472 new toilets with
2,350 seats, out of which 100 will
be SHE-toilets for women.
the first set of 250 women's toilets
planned for Bengaluru,aimedatim-
proving safety and hygiene aspects
forwomen.

Need for transparency
R Rajagopalan, Convenor of Ben-
gnlunl Resldents Welhre Associa-

“Some of them are closed. The
onenear War | Memunal(nearJ:w':—

the O&M process is on, and all toi-
lets will be up and running soon.
“Wherever the citizens request
toilets, we are conducting assess-
mentstoseeif BBMPor BDA owns
space there or if someone with no
vested interest is ready to gtxlve

8

Design aspects of

public toilets

‘Whenitcomes toneglected toilets,
the broken window theory applies
appropriately. When something
looks neglected, it will likely be ne-
glected more and become unusa-
ble. Consmmanennon iswhat can

hardal
closed for years,and residents close-
by are asking the toilet to reopen,”
headds. “Therearealotofrequests
from lake areas, parks and other
areas for newtoiletsaswell,"he says.

Sources say many existing con-
tracts are associated with the engi-
neering section in BBMP and not
the solid waste management sec-
tion. “Decentralised and fragment-

Where

space. We are

construction of toilets i k

immediately. The public can write
to us if they need toilets in their
area or have complaints,” says
Pratibha R, Joint Commissioner,
Solid BM

important in usabi

Under-the-flyover spaces have
become predictable spots where
toilets are available now, says An-

She says that people can bring
oldand dilapidated toilets or those
that need repairs to BBMP’s no-
ce, and the BBMP will work on

mOcto-

Goals(SDGs) Write to BBMP pecially those
call for uni- If you have complaints walking on the
versal san- about toilets in BBMP streets.
itation ac- limits or want to The court
cess and propose a new public or also asked
ending community toilet, write BBP what
open def- to ee6swm@gmail.com steps were
ecation jcswmbbmp4@gmail. taken to
by 2030. com with the location and keep public
Under the details. BBMP officials privies clean
Universal say they will check the and safe. The
Declaration location and find BBMP failed to
of  Human asolution. meet the many
Rightsand Article the high
47 of the Constitution courtto theBBMP tosub-
of India,

Directive Principles of State Policy,
the centre, state and city adminis-
trations, BBMP, in Bengaluru'scase,
must set up an adequate number of
publictoilets.

In September 2020, a non-gov-

mit
InJuly 2021, BBMP placed a City
Sanitation Plan prepared by the All
India Institute of Local Self Gov-
ernment in the court. The report
mentioned issues that required the

Ixc wllels listed on the BBMP welr
site, 186 (60%) could not be traced.
In August 2023, the court placed
the action-taken report by BBMP
and KSLSA on record. The BBMP
estimated 3,374 publictoiletseatsto

focuson

them.

ion,

toilets in low-traffic areas that are
notused muchand hence not main-
tained well. Citizens who wanted

he says, adding that they have sug-
gested resmlctunng O&M proce-

to check on I

ffic toilets and  dures and \g protocols
provide infrastructure help found  toavoid problems.
that many people were mamgmg
the same toilets in many areas. ‘Tellus where you want them’
As of now, l-level officers are

beconstr

2021, foraproject-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.ll, Feb,

lotof thatinfor
available,”hesays.

10, 2024
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maintaining all public toilets and

“Ther O&M
right now. However, the BBMP
will publish an improved O&M
policy soon, with strict standards
in place. BBMP will also work ona
‘map for toilets,” she adds.

iruddha Abhyankar, Chief Design
Officer of Bengaluru-based India
Rising Trust, involved in many
public projects.

“This was not the case carlier.
Thereis hardly any flyover in Ben-
galuru under which there is no
toilet,” he adds. He says the gap
between the roof and the wall in
new toilets under flyovers helps
in better ventilation and odour
control.

Feedback: pointblank@ deccanherald.
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Bengaluru will decongest further, improve
ranking in next traffic index: Anucheth

BENGALURU, DHNS

engaluru will be decon-
B gested further and its

rankingsin thelist of the
world’s most congested cities
will improve this year, accord-
ingto the traffic police boss.

Bengaluru was placed sixth
by the Dutch geolocation tech-
nology firm TomTom in the
latest traffic index. This is an
improvement as it was placed
second inthe previousindex.

MN Anucheth, Joint Com-
missioner of Police (Traffic),
spoke at a seminar on road
safety, organised by RASTA
Center for Road Technology
on Friday.

He listed proactive enforce-
ment measures, including
e-paths forambulances, collab-
orations with top playerstore-
duce fatalities, turning interest
towards traffic management
by enforcing contactless fine
systems, identifying blackspots
and fixing them,amongothers.

/.

-r

MN Anuceth, Joint Commissioner of Police m'affié), ata

o

seminar on road safety on Friday. bH PHOTO/BH SHIVAKUMAR

AVeeraragavan, retired pro-
fessor of the Indian Institute of
Technology, Madras; Dr Girish
Chandra, Head of Forensic De-
partment, MS Ramaiah Medi-
cal College; and Udaya Kumar
L, a certified road safety audi-
tor, were the other attendees.

The speakers focused on
education, engineering, en-
forcement and emergency

care in road safety. Anucheth
acknowledged the problems
with ensuring a complete con-
tactless fine system and said
there was a need for an exten-
sive planandacollaborative ef-
fortinvolving RTOs and other
agencies to make it seamless.
ProfVeeraragavan called for
adopting scientific methods to
collectaccidentsandtraffic-re-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A, Feb, 10, 2024
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lated data. Hestressed thatda-
tabasesrelated to trafficshould
be centralised and easilyacces-
sible to people as well.

Speaking about Road Safety
Audits (RSA), he said, “Often,
these audits are done after a
road reports many fatalities.
They should be carried out
before a road is opened for
vehicles.”

Veeraragavanlamented that
audits are often neitherimple-
mented nor employed.

Dr Chandra focused on the
importance of emergency care
and autopsy units in ensuring
road safety and said autopsy
units should work in tandem
with the police andidentify the
root cause of accidents.

“As we identify reasons be-
hind accidents, we are able
to give police valuable inputs
when thereisa certain pattern
in the accidents occurringina
particular jurisdiction, often
helping discover black spots,”
hesaid.



K-RIDE signs pact
with German bank
for Rs 4,561-cr loan;
airportlinein
two phases

—v—

BENGALURU, DHNS

ail Infrastructure De-
R\’/‘elopment Company
td (K-RIDE) on Fri-
day signed a supplementary
agreement with Germany’s
KFW Development Bank fora
Rs 4,561-crore loan for the Rs
15,767-crore BengaluruSubur-
ban Rail Project (BSRP).
K-RIDE Managing Director
MManjulaand KfW’s Country
Director Wolf Muthsignedand
exchanged the documents in
the presence of Infrastructure
Development Minister M B
Patil. The primary agreement
on the €500 million (Rs 4,561
crore) loan and a €4.5 million
grant (Rs 36.75 crore) was
signed between the union
government’s Department of
Economic Affairsand KfWon

DECCAN HERALD

Bengaluru Suburban Rail Project
will be ready by Dec 2027: M B Patil

December15,2023.

Patil said the agreement
specified how the loan would
beutilised, its terms and condi-
tions, repaymentschedule and
obligations.

According to him, the loan
willbeutilised for the construc-
tionofviaductsandstationson
Corridor 3 (Kengeri-White-
field, 35.52 km) and Corridor
4 (Heelalige-Rajanukunte,
46.88 km), works related to
the Devanahallidepot, Signal-
lingand Telecommunications,
Platform Screen Doors, Auto-
matic Fare Collection, solar
panels, security equipment
and Man Machine Interface.

“The government is com-
mitted to ensuring transpar-
ency and accountability in the
utilisation oftheloan proceeds.
Robust monitoring mecha-
nisms will be put in place to
track expenditure and ensure
funds are used efficiently to
maximise socio-economicben-
efitsfor ourcitizens,”hesaid, as
pertherelease.

K-RIDE hasopted foravari-
able interest rate (EURIBOR
plus 0.45%) because interest
ratesare currently high. EURI-
BOR (Euro InterBank Offered
Rate) is the average interest

rate of loans given in euros.
K-RIDE will start repaying
the loan in 20209, after a five-
year moratorium, well-placed
sourcestold DH.

Patil stressed thatthe target
was to complete all four corri-
dorsofthe BSRP by December
2027.

He exuded confidence that
Corridor 2’s first phase (Ye-
shwantpur-Chikkabanavar)
would be ready by June 2025
and the second phase (Ben-
niganahalli-Yeshwantpur) by
June 2026. He further said
Corridor4wouldbecompleted
by December 2026 and Corri-
dor 1 (KSR Bengaluru-Deva-
nahalli/Airport, 41.4 km) by
December2027.

Corridor 1 has been split
into two phases for better ex-
ecution. Inthe first phase, the
Yelahanka-Devanahalli sec-
tion will be completed by De-
cember 2026 while the KSR
Bengaluru-Yelahankasection
will be ready by December
2027, headded. Besides KfW,
K-RIDEis expected tosignan
agreementwith the European
Investment Bank (EIB) for a
€300 millionloanin May. The
airport line (Corridor 1) will
most likely be financed by the

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, Feb, 10, 2024
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EIB loan, official sources in
K-RIDE said.

“The EIB team is awaiting
the board approval, which is
expected by March-end. The
dateofsigning theloanagree-
mentwill beknown afterthat,”
sources said.

Of the four corridors,
groundwork has started only
on Corridor 2 while K-RIDE
has awarded the contract for
Corridor 4. “Workis going on
at32placesacross Corridor2,
including between Benniga-
nahalli and Banaswadi. The
pace of work is being doubled
every month or two. Most
land acquisition hasalso been
firmed up for Corridor 2,” the
sources told DH.

K-RIDE is still waiting to
get 115 acres of railway land
for Corridor 4. While L&T
Ltdwasawarded the contract
on December 30, 2023, the
groundwork hasn’t begun
because the railway land
wasn’t available, the sources
said. K-RIDE expects that the
groundwork will start in two
months. K-RIDE plans to in-
vite Corridor 1 tenders soon
and finalise the alignment for
the airport link, the sources
added.



Fasttracksor
fancy coaches?

InapushforVande
Bharat, the Railways
is prioritising
rolling stock over
infrastructure and

safety

PRIVAN R NAIK

2024-25, the Indian

Railways received a 5.8%
year-on-year increase with
key focus areas specified. A
highlight was the news that
40,000 train coaches were
to be transformed to Vande
Bharat standards. Why this
disproportionate attention
to rolling stock when the
focus should first be on track
infrastructure?

Notably, the ‘Mumbai-Ah-
medabad bullet train’ cor-
ridor project is making sig-
nificant progress with the
completion of 100 km of vi-
aducts, 230 km of pier work,
and building bridges over six
rivers. Therolling stock of 24
ES5 Series Shinkansen train
setsisyettobe procured from
Japan. The development of
dedicated high-speed rail in-
frastructure, tracks, stations,
andsignalling systems tosup-
port the operation of these
trains s a critical component
of the bullet train project and
is taking precedence over the
acquisition of rolling stock.

Similarly, in Bengaluru’s
Namma Metro Phases 1,
2, 2A, 2B, and 3, which are
fully commissioned, under
implementation, and in the
planning stage, respectively,
metro construction and met-
ro infrastructure, including
tracks,stations, andsignalling
systems, take precedenceover
procuring rolling stock from
metro coach makers like
BEML. Only because rolling
stock comes after infrastruc-
turesequentially, Bengalure-
anstoday are putting up with
delays in supply of Chinese
coaches that are to be used
on Namma Metro’s purple,
green, and yellow lines.

Why, then, inthe caseof the
VandeBharats, are we putting
the ‘cart before the horse’,
clamouring for rolling stock
beforelaying newtracks, dou-
bling the number of lines on
existingroutes,and deploying
automated train safety tech-
nology—the indigenously
developed Kavach warning
system—to guard againston-
track collisions? We know the
Vande Bharats have a design
speed of 180 km/h butoperate
at a maximum of 130 to 160
km/h for very brief stretches
en route, primarily because
of restrictions related to sig-
nalling, track infrastructure
upgrades, and fencing.

As of January 2024, 82
Vande Bharat trains are
already in operation. I trav-
elled on Vande Bharat’s Ban-
galore-Mysuru route and, on
the way back, took a Shatab-
di. The Shatabdi was as good

In the Interim Budget

as the Vande Bharat when it
came to comfort. No doubt,
the Vande Bharat’s acceler-
ation due to the powering
of every second coach was
better; the jerks were lesser
because four power units are
distributed across the train;
and the riding comfort was
greater with fewer jerks as
compared to the Shatabdi.
Additionally, the Shatabdi
needed to operate its brakes
earlier and took longer to
regain maximum speed; the
higheraccelerationand faster
braking no doubt helped the
Vande Bharat cutshorttravel
time by 10-15 minutes.

The Vande Bharat unfor-
tunately compromises on
the number of toilets, with a
curved bathroom door that’s
difficult to close. On the Bi-
dadi to Mysuru stretch, the
train, with its aerodynamic
design, automatic doors,
one-touch lights, plush inte-
riors, and a TV screen that
repeatedlyscreened theinau-
guration and ‘flagging off’ of
more Vande Bharats, mostly
operated at 98 km/h! Yes, it
did touch 100 km/h, but only
forabriefminute orsoduring
theentirejourney.l asked the
bearer, who was serving tea
to passengers, whether he
noticed any difference in the
two trains; except for reach-
ingearlier, therestwasall the
same, he said.

While the Vande Bharatis
tested for 180 km/h and the
Shatabdi is tested for 160
km/h, both trainsare inequal
need of track upgradation,
signalling systems, and infra-
structure, which is currently
aworkin progress. Atalmost
halfthe costof Vande Bharat,
the Shatabdi Express, due
to its use of Linke Hofmann
Busch (LHB)coaches, hasthe
capability of achieving 160
km/h. When track up-grada-
tion is going to take another
decade, how can either train
breach the 160 km/h limit
except on limited stretches?
Why then upgrade to Vande
Bharatstandards by dumping
the Shatabdis when there is
a scope to save 50% costs by
letting the Shatabdis run?

There’ssomuchexcitement
because more Vande Bharat
variants, including sleepers,
metros,and freight trains, are
tofollow. Whyissimilarenthu-
siasmlacking for track up-gra-
dation and infrastructure?
Why prioritise rolling stock
beforeattendingtoinfrastruc-
ture upgrades? Is it because it
constitutesthelessglamorous
partofrailwayactivity? Instead
of turning the Vande Bharat
story into a public relations
and event management ex-
ercise, shouldn’t the railways
first exploit the Vande Bharat
tofull speed, giving passengers
not only a good travel experi-
ence but also a substantially
reduced travel time between
destinations?

(Thewriter is a former
Executive Director and
Member, Board of Directors,
BEML)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Feb, 10, 2024
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‘Namma Metrois
Bengaluru'slifeline, will

expand inaphased manner’

New MD opens up about
new lines, bridging
last-mile gaps and raising
non-fare revenue

—_—————

MUTHI-UR-RAHMAN SIDDIQUI
BENGALURU, DHNS

Maheshwar Rao, the1995-batch
IAS officer born in Udupi and
educated in Hyderabad, Singa-
poreand Harvard, isin the hotseatasthe
managing director of Bangalore Metro
Rail Corporation Limited (BMRCL).
Eversince he took office amonth ago,
Rao has been a busy man. He’s visiting
metrositesand reviewing projectsdaily.
With a network of over 74 km and 66
stations, Namma Metro is India’s sec-
ond-largestandis onthe cusp of greater
things. It’s constructing 102 km of new
lines and will soon start work onanother
82 km. It has proposed another 129 km
inwhat could be Phase 4.
Rao took time off his busy schedule
tospeak to DH about all things Namma
Metro. Here are the edited excerpts:

Namma Metro began operations
over 12 years ago. Has it fulfilled
people’s aspirations and achieved the
desired ridership? What challenges
doesit face?

Namma Metro started operations with
a 6.7-km line in 2011 and currently op-
erates a network of 74 km. From just
35,000 earlier, it now serves more than
7 lakh passengers daily. Namma Metro
hasbecomethelifeline of Bengaluruand
is reaching the desired ridership. Since
metro networks are capital-intensive,

theyhavetobe builtina phased manner
butlast generations.

How is the BMRCL addressing
complaints about poor last-mile
connectivity, integration with other
transport modes and extending
service hours?

We have taken many initiatives to pro-
vide hassle-free last-mile connectivity
from metro stations. As per an MoU
signed with us, the BMTC operates 148
feeder buses on 42 routes covering 32
stations. We have signed agreements
with the Bengaluru traffic police to run
prepaid auto fare booths at five stations
and will soon open more.

Wehavealso coordinated with DULT
to set up pedal ports and cycle stands
at 10 stations to promote public bicy-
cle sharing. Parking space (1,09,995
square metres) has been provided at
53 stations (60 locations) for 14,531
two-wheelers and 2,641 four-wheelers.
Three new parking lots will come up at
Green Line extension stationsand 16 on
the Yellow Line.

Safety is our top priority. We run
trains from 5 am until midnight (trains
startat7 amon Sundays).
Wegetonly afewhours
to maintain trains.
We extend the ser-
vices on special oc-
casions.

MD
BMRCL

Whatis the real-
istic deadline for
opening the Yellow
Line (RV Road-Bom-
masandra and the
Green Line extension
(Nagasan-
dra-Madav-
ara)?
Both
lines

are nearing completion and will be
opened once approval from the Com-
missioner of Metro Rail Safety (CMRS)
isobtained.

How has been the progress on the
Blue and Pink lines? When can people
expect to take the metro to the
airport?

Onthe PinkLine (Kalena Agrahara-Na-
gavara), the construction of stations
is 75% complete and tunnelling is 91%
complete. On the Blue Line, the civil
work progress is 52% for Phase 2A (Silk
Board-KR Pura) and 32% for Phase 2B
(KR Pura-Airport).

What is the status of Phase 3 (JP
Nagar 4th Phase-Hebbal & Magadi
Road-Kadabagere)?

After submission, discussions, reviews
and replies to the comments received
from various ministries and depart-
ments, the approval of the Detailed
ProjectReport (DPR)is inthe advanced
stage. Pre-con-

struction

activi-

ties,

We planto increase non-
fare box revenue through
innovative financing where
we invite corporate companies
to fund metro constructionin
exchange for naming rights,
advertisements, commercial
space and direct connectivity.
-M Maheshwar Rao,
Managing Director,

BMRCL

including land acquisition, shifting of
utilities and the enumeration of trees,
have been takenup.

What about Phase 3A (Sarjapur-
Hebbal)?
ThedraftDPRisunderscrutiny and will
be submitted to the government once
the process is completed.

The BMRCL has proposed extending
the metro to satellite towns and
constructing an additional line under
Phase 4. Has any feasibility study
been taken up for Phase 4?

Based on letters from various represent-
atives for the extension of metrorail cor-
ridors and with the state government’s
approval, the BMRCL will soon invite
tenders for the preparation of feasibility
studies and finalise the lines.

The BMRCL achieved its first-ever
profitafter interestin 2022-23. How
has been the financial progressin
this fiscal year? What are the plans to
increase non-farerevenue?
We expect to see profit after in-
terest this year, too. We plan
to increase non-fare box rev-
enue through innovative
financing where we invite
corporate companies to
fund metro construction
in exchange for naming
rights, advertisements,
commercial space and
direct connectivity.
We also lease the
space at metro stations
for advertisements and
shops/kiosks. Fiftysuch ki-
osks are operational at 16
stations. We are identifying
vacant large land parcels to de-
velop and lease them for commer-

\.

cial development.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Feb, 11, 2024
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Mahadevapura,
Marathahalli,
Doddanekundi,
Horamavu, Varthur,
Bommanahalli

and RR Nagar are
among the areas
facing acute water
shortage.

3% DHPHOTO

Water tanker prices go up
drastically as city stares at
a water crisis this summer

Suppliers say borewells
have dried up

v

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

ven before the summer officially
setsin, water tanker prices have sky-

rocketed inthe city, leaving residents
grappling for water. The situation clearly
shows that the city might be staring at a
huge water crisis this summer.

Numerous apartment complexes and
surrounding areas awaiting Cauvery wa-
tersupplyheavily depend on water tankers
for their needs. The price for water from
a12,000-litre tanker has risen from ap-
proximately Rs 1,200 a month ago to at
leastRs1,800 now, with some areas seeing
prices as high as Rs 2,000. Dealers of wa-
ter tankers predict that the cost of water
couldincreasetoRs 2,500 during the peak
summer season.

Water tanker suppliers said that dry
borewells had made it difficult for them
to get water to supply and as a result, the
prices were shooting up.

“Now, we have to travel nearly 40 kmto
get the tanker filled since the majority of
the borewells within the city are dry. This
increases the expenses on fuel as well.
Hence, the prices have increased drasti-
cally,” said Ramesh Reddy S, owner of Sri
Rama Water Supply Works which oper-
atesin Doddanekundi.

The suppliers also pointed out that the
number of orders they can take in a day
hasreduced since they now have to spend
more time refilling the tankers.

“Earlier, we could complete at least
12 trips. Now, since there is a huge rush
to get water refilled owing to the limited
number of operational borewells, we
can hardly complete three or four trips a

RESIDENT, RR Nagar

‘ To get a 20-litre can of water,

we need to wait for more than
an hour. If this is the condition at the
beginning of February, what will hap-
pen in March and April?

day,” said Praveen, from Lakshmi Water
Supply, which operates in Varthur and
Bommanahalli.

Owing to such problems, many resi-
dents complain that the tankers take over
three days to reach even if they are ready
toshell out money.

“The prices have increased drastically
butwealsodonot haveanalternative since
the borewells in our area have gone dry.
However, evenif we agree to pay the hefty
amount, getting a tanker on time is diffi-
cult owing to the demand,” said Sandhya
K P, aresident of Kalkere.

Many tanker suppliers said they had
now stopped taking new orders and had
decided to supply only to regular custom-
ers. “Wedonot have thebandwidth totake
anynew orders. We only want toretain old
customers,” Reddy said.

Mahadevapura, Marathahalli, Dod-
danekundi, Horamavu, Varthur, Bom-
manahalli and RR Nagar are among the
areas facing the acute shortage.

Rajesh, a resident of Sharada Layout,
RR Nagar, said: “We never experienced
this level of water scarcity. Apartment
complexes in our area are digging bore-
wells recklessly, causing the groundwa-
ter table to fall. Many in our locality now
depend on water tankers that charge Rs
1,600 toRs 1,800 for 6,000 litres.”

A resident of BHEL 2nd Stage,
RR Nagar, said the availability of water at
public water points had also decreased.
“To geta 20-litre can of water, we need to
wait for more than an hour. If this is the
condition at the beginning of February,
whatwillhappenin Marchand April?”the
resident said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Feb, 11, 2024
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Railway Board okays Rs 874-cr
automatic signalling for Bengaluru

BENGALURU, DHNS: The South
Western Railway (SWR) will
instal automatic block signalling
over 639.05 kmin the Bengaluru
areaata costof Rs 874.12 crore.

Automatic  signalling
helps boost line capacity, run
more trains at shorter intervals
andincrease the speed of trains.

The Railway Board recently
approved six projects related to
automatic signalling, the SWR
said on Saturday.

According to the SWR, the
Bengaluru and Mysuru railway
divisions have reported a contin-
uous surge in demand for more
commuter and freight trains.

Automatic signalling will help
run more trains from Bengaluru
to Chennai, Mysuru, Hubballiand
Hyderabad. A vital step in mod-
ernising and optimising rail infra-
structure, it allows the early op-
timum utilisation of fixed assets
such as platforms by ensuring the
early clearance of coaching trains
from stations.

Trains can depart promptly,
reducing delays and improving
overall efficiency. In sections
where line capacity has exceeded
100%, automaticsignalling helps
run more passenger and freight
trains. Theaverage speed of trains
beenhancedasblocksectionsare
cleared faster, the SWR said.

Of the six lines chosen for au-
tomatic signalling, the SWR has

THESIXLINES

m KSR Bengaluru-Yeshwant-
pur-Yelahanka (17.75 km)

m Yeshwantpur-Arsikere
(160.65 km)

m Lottegollahalli-Hosur (63.6
km)

m Whitefield-Jolarpettai
(119 km)

m Baiyappanahalli-Channa-
sandra-Penukonda (139.8
km)

m KSR Bengaluru-Mysuru
(138.25 km)

invited tenders for the KSR Ben-
galuru-Yeshwantpur-Yelahanka
sectionatacostof Rs17.51 crore.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Feb, 11, 2024
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location survey for 287-km
new line around B'luru

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The Min-
istry of Railways has sanc-
tioned the final location sur-
vey for 742 km railway lines
in and around Bengaluru in
abid to provide seamless ser-
vice between the city and its
suburbans, Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw told Rajya
Sabha replying to a query by
member Lahar Singh Siroya.

The FLS projects that
have received approvals
are: New double line cir-
cular rail network (287
km) around Bengaluru
city connecting Nidavan-
da-Doddaballapur-Devana-
halli-Malur-Heelalige-Hejja-
la-Solur-Nidavanda;
quadrupling Bengaluru-Tu-
makuru line (70 km); dou-
bling Chikbanavar-Hassan
(180 km); quadrupling Ben-
galuru-Mysuru line (135 km)
and quadrupling Bangar-
pet-Jolarpettai (70 km).

On the Bengaluru subur-
ban rail project (BSRP), the
minister said, “Karnataka
Rail Infrastructure Devel-
opment Corporation Lim-
ited (K-RIDE), a company
controlled by Government
of Karnataka (51% equity), is

executing the suburban rail
project. The Union Cabinet
Committee of Economic Af-
fairs had sanctioned 148.17
km-BSRP in October 2020.”

The minister further said,
the BSRP has four corridors
and the tender for corridor
2 has been awarded and the
work isunder progress.

The tender for corridor 4
hasalsobeenawarded recent-
ly and the resource mobilisa-
tion is underway. The survey
and geo-technical investiga-
tion for corridors1and 3 have
been completed, Vaishnaw
said.

Replying to a query on the
estimated time to complete
BSRP, the minister said, “It
depends on various factors
like time taken to acquire
land by state government,
forest clearance and deposi-
tion of costshared by thelocal
government, other statutory
clearances, geological and
topographical conditions, law
and order situation among
others. All these factors vary
from projectto project, site to
siteand affectthe completion
time and cost of the project,”
headded.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Feb, 11, 2024
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Tunnelroads and
towers canwait

The authorities must
switch from the grandiose
tothe sustainable to
safeguard Bengaluru’s
long-term well being

A RAVINDRA

taka Governor Tawarchand Gehlot

made a grand announcement: “In
order to find a permanent solution to
the congestion of Bengaluru city, it is
proposed to construct tunnel roads in
select places. The preparation of a De-
tailed Project Report (DPR) with the
help of an international agency for the
construction of a two-kilometre tun-
nel road has been initiated.” He fur-
ther added that the process of inviting
tenders for the white topping of major
roads at a cost of Rs 2,000 crore has
also beeninitiated.

While the intended project aims to
construct underground tunnel roads
that include 12 high-density corridors,
it raises concerns about the state gov-
ernment’s priorities for Bengaluru’s
development. Despite the importance
of improving the city’s infrastructure,
the projectsundertaken seemtoneglect
basic needs, adding to people’s misery.
The purpose of tunnel roads, ostensibly
to facilitate smoother automobile flow
athigherspeeds, mayinadvertently con-
tribute to the proliferation of vehicles—
currently, 12 million—contradicting the
stated objective of resolving congestion.

Tunnel roads are feasible only on a
few major arterial roads, like Ballari
Road, Tumakuru Road, Hosur Road,
and Old Madras Road, not on all roads
where vehicles ply. The authorities
would be well advised to go around res-
idential areas of the city (most of them
have turned commercial), with narrow
streets where it is difficult to negotiate
eventwocars. Theinflux of SUVs exac-
erbates the problem, along with the es-
calating need for parking spaces, which
now extend beyond commercial zones
to cover roads and walkways.

The real solution lies not in building
tunnel roads and corridors but in ad-
dressing mobility comprehensively and
accommodatingdifferent typesof com-
muting: walking, cycling, driving, and
parking. Awell-considered mobility pol-
icy and a comprehensive implementa-
tion planarenecessary. Not that policies
arelacking. The National Urban Trans-
port Policy formulated by the central
governmentin 2006 andrevised subse-
auently. hasclearlyspelt out thatpriori-

In his Republic Day speech, Karna-

ty must be accorded to public transport
and hassuggested measurestostrength-
en the public transport system, such as
equitable allocation of road space, pro-
viding safe access to public transport
from non-motorised transport, adopt-
ing modern technologies, appropriate
pricing tomake public transport viable,
integrated public transportsystem that
allows seamless travel between systems
managedbydifferentoperatorssuchas
the metrorail and private operatorsand
creating publicawareness—-all essential
for making the entire transport system
functionsmoothly.

The BMRCL (Metro Rail) brought
outa Comprehensive Mobility Plan for
Bengaluruin 2020 withavision ofanef-
ficient and sustainable transportation
system for equitable mobility access
and minimising negative externalities.
It defined three goals:

1) Increase the mode share of public
transportation.

2) Regain road infrastructure for the
publicgood,and

3) Reduce the transportation sector’s
contribution to air pollution and GHG
emissions.

The emphasis, both in central and
state policy goals, is clearly on ‘public
good’, which involves not only encour-
aging public transport but limiting
the number of private vehicles that
contribute to congestion and pollu-
tion. Thedecision to build tunnel roads
contradicts these policy goals. Experts
from the Indian Institute of Science
have opined that the tunnel project is
bound to be a disaster as it will neither
reduce congestion nor reduce air pol-
lution. On the other hand, Metro will
be 40 times more efficient, as it will
reduce the number of cars on the road
and will bring down both pollution and
accidental deaths. Intermsof cost. met-

ro is cheaper at Rs 243 crore per km
compared to tunnel roads at Rs 500
crore per km.

Thisleadstothe pressingissueofthe
environment, which mustseriously en-
gage thegovernment. According tothe
WHO, India accounts for about 25%
of the over seven million premature
deaths caused by air pollution across
the world. More private vehicles on
Bengaluru roads would worsen air
pollution, affecting a city already grap-
plingwith high ratesofasthmaand oth-
er respiratory diseases. The proposal
of white topping the roads, apart from
thehigh cost (nearly Rs10 crore perkm
compared to asphalt roads costing Rs
70-90 lakh), will result in generating
more heat.

It is strange that we are taking up
climate-unfriendly projects when Ben-
galuru is one of the C-40 cities, which
aims at limiting global warming to 1.5
degrees C and building healthy, equita-
ble, and resilient communities. BBMP
must focusits attention onimplement-
ing its own Blue Climate Action Plan
(BCAP)ratherthan wastingitstimeand
resources on fancy projects, the latest
of which is starting a medical college.
The irony is that BBMP has proposed
to transfer the schools and colleges it
is presently running to the Education
Department but does not mind taking
responsibility for medical education,
little knowing its implications.

Notsatisfied with tunnelsand white-
toproads, the governmenthasplanned
to put up a 250-metre-high Sky Deck
in the IT city, which will be the tallest
tower in India, a luxury project that
will delight the rich and the elite with
revolving restaurants and bars!

With the alarming effects of climate
change looming large and natural re-
sources depleting, more construction
activity will only adversely impact the
environment. Of late, the concept of
building ‘less for more’is gaining signif-
icance, calling for compact and efficient
designs to optimise space and resource
utilisation, minimise environmental
impact, and at the same time increase
the efficiency of infrastructure and
transportation.

It’stime for Bengaluru’s expertsand
concerned citizens to devise an action
plan, urging decision-makerstorecon-
sider unsustainable urban develop-
ment. The goal should be an approach
that safeguards public health, makes
communities moreresilient to climate
change, and aligns with the city’s long-
termwell-being.

(Thewriterisa former chiefsecretary,
Government of Karnataka)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Feb, 12, 2024
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Bengaluru looks to
regain top rank in
city bus numbers

MUTHI-UR-RAHMAN SIDDIQUI
BENGALURU, DHNS

he Bengaluru Metro-

I politan Transport Cor-

poration (BMTC) has

invited tenders to purchase

820 diesel buses as it looks to

expand its fleet and increase
operations.

On February 9, the BMTC
called tenders to buy 820 ful-
ly built Bharat Stage 6 diesel
buses. February 17 is the last
date to submit the bids.

GT Prabhakar Reddi, the
BMTC’s Chief Traffic Manag-
er (Operations), told DH that
the 820 diesel buses would be
procured with state govern-
ment funds. Only 20 buses
have been procured from
Tata Motors on a trial basis,
headded.

Thisis the lastin the series
of bus purchases that the city
transporter has planned in
theshortterm. The purchases
are expected to help Bengal-
uru regain the top spot in the
number of city buses. Delhi
has 7,135 city buses, the most
ofany cityinIndia.

In October 2022, the
BMTC floated tenders to buy
840 diesel buses, but had
to put the process on hold
because of a petition filed in
the High Courtof Karnataka.

The petition argued that
the BMTC was purchasing
buses with a floor height of
1,000 mm, making them
unfriendly to people with dis-
abilities. In March 2023, the
courtallowed the BMTCtogo
ahead with the bus purchase
after the transporter stated
that the vehicles provide full
accessibility to passengersus-

ing wheelchairs. However, the
assembly elections delayed
the process.

The BMTClater decided to
float fresh tenders. Another
BMTC official said the ten-
der would be finalised in two
months and the buses would
come in the second half of
this year. The BMTC spends
Rs 78/km on a diesel bus, but
earns only Rs 66. Volvo buses
cost Rs105/km, but earnonly
Rs70/km.

The BMTC, which had
6,688 buses by March 31,
2023, has rolled out a plan
to buy or lease 2,211 vehicles.
These include 921 non-AC
electric buses, 840 diesel
buses, 320 AC e-buses, 120
midi-buses, and 10 AC dou-
ble-decker e-buses.

InDecember 2023, the op-
eratorinducted 100 of the 921
non-AC e-buses from TML
Smart City Mobility Solutions
Ltdand expectstogettherest
in the next few months.

The BMTC has already
called tenders to lease 320
AC e-buses, 120 midi-buses
and 10 double-decker buses.
Many of these buses will like-
ly hit the road later this year,
according toa BMTC official.

The BMTC hasto phase out
nearly 700 overage buses, in-
cluding nearly 300 Volvo bus-
es, by March. A bus that runs
11lakh kilometres or turns 15
years ago hasto be scrapped,
as per the BMTC rules.

Transport Minister Ra-
malinga Reddy had earli-
er said the BMTC needed
10,000 buses to better serve
the growing mobility needs of
Bengaluru andits catchment
areas.

Double-decker buses

The BMTC has invit-
edtenderstolease10
double-decker buses
onaGross Cost Con-
tract (GCC) model. The
contractor will have

to supply, operate and
maintain the bus while
the BMTC will payiton
aper-kilometre basis. A
pre-bid meeting will take
place on Monday while
thelast date to submit the
bidsis March 4.

The buses will be pro-
cured with funds from
the National Clean Air
Programme (NCAP) and
the State Urban Trans-
port Fund (SUTF) from
the Directorate of Urban
Land Transport (DULT).

InJanuary 2023, the

BMTC called bids to

buy five double-decker
e-buses and almost final-
ised the tender in favour
of Ashok Leyland-backed
Switch Mobility, the lone
bidder.

However, the state
government scrapped
the tender and asked the
BMTCtolease the buses
instead.

The new buses will
runon threeroutes
(Shivajinagar-Majestic
via Vidhana Soudha,
Attibele-Majestic and
Silk Board Junction-Tin
Factory Junction).

Double-decker buses
were common sights on
Bengaluru’s streets until
thelate1990s.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A, Feb, 12, 2024
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Pilot on satellite-based toll collection
on Bengaluru Mysuru Expressway

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Union government has
decided to implement as a
pilot project of the Global
Navigation Satellite System
(GNSS) based barrier less
free flow tolling on access-
Controlled 10-lane Mysuru-
Bengaluru Expressway
(Highway).

In a reply to a question
by Rajya Sabha member La-
har Singh Siroya recently,
Nitin Gadkari, Transport
Minister, stated that it has
been decided to conduct pi-
lots of satellite-based toll
collection on roads includ-
ing Bengaluru-Mysuru
NH-275 in Karnataka.

“The government has

S
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Atoll booth on Bengaluru Mysuru Expressway. BHAGYA PRAKASH K.

appointed a consultant to
provide advisory services
on the implementation of
new technologies like GNSS
based barrier-less free-flow
tolling. GNSS has the capac-
ity to retrieve the position-
ing of the vehicle on the Na-

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Feb. 12, 2024

tional  Highway  and
calculate the user fee based
on the distance travelled,”
Mr. GadkKari said.

On February 7, Mr. Gad-
kari told the Rajya Sabha
that the technology, which
has been under the govern-

ment’s consideration for
over three years, will allow
barrier-free movement of
cars, which will not be re-
quired to stop for toll
payments.

He said the photo of the
registration plate of the
vehicle will be captured
and the toll amount will be
debited based on the actual
length of the highway tra-
versed by the vehicle. This
will replace the radio fre-
quency identification-
based Fastags that were
rolled out in 2016 and made
mandatory from January
2021. A total of 8.13 crore
Fastags have since been is-
sued, and a penetration of
98% has been achieved, ac-
cording to the Minister.

Water crisis hits hard: Many RO
water ATMs close or raise prices

Poor monsoons
lead toreduced
borewell yields

BBMP to conduct a
zone-wise survey

—

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

educed yield from bore-
R\:el Is that have gone dry,
Wingto poor monsoons,
has pushed many Reverse
Osmosis (RO) units or water
ATMs in the city to either shut
down or increase their prices.
These units, which provide 20
litres of drinking water for just
Rsfive, were alifeline for many
who could not afford to have
water purifiers athome.

Whilethe unitsina few plac-
eshave shutdown, othershave
doubled their pricestomanage
the increasing costs of power
and water.

For instance, the RO unit
at Doddabommasandra has
been shut down for 20 days
now, leaving many residentsin

Rs 5, werea lifeline for many who could not afford to have

the area disappointed. “From
street vendors to those pre-
paring snacks on theroadside,
many of themwould collectwa-
ter from here. It was helpful for
many of us who cannot afford
water purifiers or spend heavi-
lyon packaged drinking water,”
said Paapamma, a fruit vendor

water purifiers at home. bH PHOTO/ B K JANARDHAN

whoruns herbusiness opposite
the RO unitin Bommasandra.

Another resident of Yesh-
wantpur, who runs a chaat
shop, said that he has been vis-
iting multiple RO points since
he cannot afford packaged
water.

“I run a chaat shop and

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Feb, 13, 2024
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Following complaints of few cases, we will have to
closure of RO units, the push the borewells a little
Bruhat Bengaluru Mah- deeper toreach the lower
anagara Palike (BBMP) groundwater levels.
has decided to conducta A few borewells may just
surveyacrossthecityand  havetobe cleaned or
planremedial measures.  repaired. We will take up
Acknowledging the remedial measures,” he
problem, BBMP Chief said.
Commissioner Tushar Yeshwantpur, RR Nagar,
Girinathtold DHthatthey and Kengeriwere the ar-
plan to rejuvenate these eas most affected. Atleast
borewells. “Wewilliden- 12RO unitsin Yeshwant-
tify the RO units thatare pur have shut shopsin the

facing such problems. Ina

hence need at least five cans of
water a day. I cannot afford to
spend hundreds of rupees on
packaged water. Inow visit two
or three units, hoping that at
least one of them is open,” said
Suresh M, a chat vendor in Ye-
shwantpur.

Of the seven RO units this
reporter visited, three were
shut, and one had reduced the

last month, sources said.

water quantity to provide only
10 litres of water for Rs five.
“Borewells are our only
source. The quality of water
from tankers is not good, and
they are also not affordable.
Hence, when the borewells
dry up, we have no option but
to temporarily close down the
units,” said an operator of one
of the RO units in Rajajinagar.



Bidadi industry bodies seek
connectlwty to NICE road

Call To Ease
Congestion
On Mysuru Rd

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With Mysuru
Road witnessing heavy traf-
fic flow and congestion, va-
rious industry bodies inclu-
ding Karnataka Small Scale
Industries Association
(KASSIA) have urged the sta-
te govt to provide NICE road
connectivity to Bidadi In-
dustrial Township.

A representation to this
effect wasmade tochief mini-
ster Siddaramaiah by an in-
dustrydelegationled by KAS-
SIA president Shashidhara
Shetty in the hope that the
long-pending demand will
find a mention in the state
budget tobe presented on Fri-
day. “Theregion has been wa-
iting for this connectivity for
several years. With the incre-
ase in traffic within Bengalu-
ru city, it is important to take
measures to ease congestion
and enable convenient mobi-
lity for road users. The NICE
Road, in its original form,

JAMMED: A f|Ie photo of traffic on Mysuru
Road leading to Bidadi Industrial Township

‘Metro to reach Bidadi’

lose on the heels of industrial bodies
seeking a revival of the NICE connectivity to

Bidadi Industrial Area, deputy CM

was supposed to connect
Bengaluru and Mysuru as
partof the Bangalore-Mysore
Infrastructure Corridor,” the
delegation stated and added:
“We wish the original plan of
NICE Road would be imple-
mented in phases so that in-
frastructure  development
happens all along the propo-

DK

Shivakumar on Monday told media persons in
Ramanagar that the state govt is committed to
the development of Bidadi. “We all belong to
Bengaluru. Bidadi will soon be part of Greater
Bengaluru and the Metro will definitely be
extended up to Bidadi as we are in the process
of preparing a DPR,” Shivakumar announced.

to 2 hours (one way)
No of industries:
250-275

Total workforce:
30,000 (including
indirectly employed
people)

Goods vehicles: 2,500
a day (including 150
container trucks)
Expected vehicles by
2025: About 4,000,
including 500
container trucks

sed Greater Bengaluru.”

The industry representati-
ves opine that linking NICE
Road with Bidadi Industrial
Township, in the backdrop of
the newly-laid Bengaluru-My-
suruhighwayand theupgrade
of Kanakapura highway, will
be a game-changer from the
mobility point of view.

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Feb. 13, 2024
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Shetty said, “About 13 km
of road is required to be built
and connected with the NICE
intersection near the clover-
leaf to Bidadi. Of late, there
has been a considerable in-
crease in industrial produc-
tion as plants have scaled up
operations. This has resulted
in the movement of more ve-
hicles including freight and
cargo containers along with
the workforce from Bengalu-
ru city. All of this has choked
the existing service road be-
cause not all of them can af-
ford the Bengaluru-Mysuru
access-controlled highway,
which costs Rs 128 per day.
Hence, we urged the govern-
ment to revive what had been
planned earlier and link it up
toBidadi.”

Rajendra S, president of
the Bidadi Industries Associ-
ation, told TOI: “Currently
we have about 250 to 275 indu-
stries of various sizes within
an international standard
township. Every day, 25,000-
30,000 strong workforce com-
mutes between Bengaluru
and Bidadi and up to 3,000 go-
ods vehicles including more
than 500 container trucks ply.
If thereisanalternativeroad,
this would reduce the burden
onexisting Mysuru Road.”



Namma Metro
link to KIA will be
completed by
June 2026: Gehlot

The Governor says that a feasibility report is being prepared for

construction of a tunnel, which is intended to reduce traffic congestion

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

arnataka Gover-
Knor Thawaar-
chand Gehlot em-

phasised the development
of infrastructure in Benga-
luru and Tier II cities in the
State. Work on Bengaluru
metro rail project Phase 2A
— from Central Silk Board
to Krishnarajapura (19.75
km) and Phase-2B Krishna-
rajapura to Kempegowda
International Airport — is
in progress, and is expect-
ed to be completed by June
2026.

In his address to the
joint session of both the
Houses of the State legisla-
ture on February 12, the
Governor said, “Bengaluru
metro Phase 2, Reach 5
new line from Ragigudda
to Central Silk Board
stretches 19.15 km, out of
which 3.3 km with 16 sta-
tions would be constructed
in double decker model. At
present, 98% progress has
been achieved and the
stretch is scheduled for
commissioning by July
2024 Bengaluru Subur-
ban Railway Project has
been taken up in collabora-
tion with the State Govern-
ment and Indian Railways.

- Y 3 74
Afile photo of Namma Metro.
The Governor informed the
legislature that work on Namma
Metro Phase 2A is in progress.

Civil work of Baiyappanna-
halli-Chikkabanavara (25
km) corridor is in progress.
The tender for civil work of
Heelalige - Rajanukunte
(46.24 km) corridor has
been finalised. The work
will begin soon, the Gover-
nor said.

A feasibility report is be-
ing prepared for construc-
tion of a tunnel, which is
intended to reduce traffic
congestion in Bengaluru.

Upcoming airports

Construction of airports in
Hassan and Raichur would
be completed within the
stipulated time. Shivamog-

ga airport began opera-
tions in 2023. Vijayapura
airport would be complet-
ed and made operational
in 2024.

Mr. Gehlot said Cauvery
Water Supply Phase-5, con-
sisting of supply of 775
MLD additional drinking
water to 110 village areas
included in the BBMP, is in-
tended to be commis-
sioned in March 2024.

Indira Canteen 2
scheme has been formulat-
ed with a view to eliminate
the hunger of students, la-
bourers, and working class
people. In Phase 2, he said,
188 new canteens with
food items will be
launched in new towns
and local bodies where no
canteens had been con-
structed. Construction has
already commenced.

New tourism policy

Mr. Gehlot said the Depart-
ment of Tourism has for-
mulated a blueprint to im-
plement schemes under a
new policy. The tourism
policy and agenda will
soon be announced, in-
cluding effective measures
to promote educational
trips by school children to
z0os, forest tours, and ad-
venture tourism.

Source: The Hindu, p.3, Feb. 13, 2024
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Tankers cater to 25% of demand
for water in Bengaluru: DKS

Proposed Mekedatu project is the only solution for tackling drinking water problem, says Dy. CM

IN THE ASSEMBLY

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

eputy Chief Minis-
l) ter D.K. Shivaku-
mar informed the

Karnataka Legislative As-
sembly that tankers are ca-
tering to close to 25% of the
demand for water in Ben-
galuru. Mr. Shivakumar al-
so holds the Bengaluru De-
velopment portfolio.

Replying to a question
by C.K. Ramamurthy of the
BJP during question hour
on Tuesday, Mr. Shivaku-
mar said there has been a
steady rise in the demand
for water, as nearly 10 lakh
people migrate to Bengalu-
ru every year.

Tankers have been sup-
plying water from bore-

Deputy CM D.K. Shivakumar informed the Legislative Assembly that
there has been a steady rise in the demand for water, as nearly 10
lakh people migrate to Bengaluru every year. FILE PHOTO

wells. However, it is the
responsibility of the go-
vernment to ensure supply
of drinking water to resi-
dents of Bengaluru, he
said. The proposed Meke-
datu project, the building

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Feb. 14, 2024

81

of a balancing reservoir
across river Cauvery, is the
only solution for tackling
the drinking water pro-
blem of the burgeoning ci-
ty of Bengaluru.

Water tariff has not been

increased for 11 years. In-
crease in power tariff and
other costs have led to an
increase in the cost of sup-
plying water to residents of
Bengaluru, Mr. Shivaku-
mar said.

He said that the govern-
ment would prioritise irri-
gation and water manage-
ment projects over other
works such as building
roads. Replying to ques-
tions on irrigation projects
such as Yettinahole, Yaga-
chi dam, Upper Bhadra
and Upper Krishna Project
in the Assembly, Mr. Shiva-
kumar, said priority would
be given for development
of irrigation projects and
filling up tanks. Other
works such as roads would
be taken up later and the
issue has already been dis-
cussed with the Chief Mi-
nister.
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Trial run of tra

1c control system aided

by Japanese MODERATO tech begins

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Directorate of Urban
Land Transport (DULT)
has initiated the trial run
for a new traffic signalling
system at the Kensington
Road and Murphy Road
junction near Ulsoor. The
system incorporates Japa-
nese MODERATO (Manage-
ment of Origin-Destina-
tion-Related Adaptation for
Traffic Optimisation)
technology.

The Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JI-
CA)-funded project is being
implemented by DULT.
The new traffic signals in-
stalled in the central busi-
ness district (CBD) are ex-
pected to alleviate
congestion on major roads

# -

in the CBD are expected to
alleviate congestion on major
roads. FILE PHOTO

by incorporating pedes-
trian crossings.

“The signals at these
two junctions have been
temporarily activated for a

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Feb. 14, 2024

The new traffic signals installed

week to verify installation
and switching procedures.
The actual testing of the
signals will commence in
the last week of February,”
a DULT official said.

The proposal to intro-
duce these signals was put
forth in 2014, but actual
work commenced in July
2021. Despite the initial
aim of completing the pro-
ject by October 2022, va-
rious delays resulted in the
project missing several
deadlines.

Officials said that the
Adaptive Signal Control
Technology (ASCT) aims to
tackle congestion pro-
blems and improve waiting
time efficiency at intersec-
tions. Initially planned for
29 junctions, the project
now encompasses 28, with

the exclusion of one junc-
tion due to ongoing Nam-
ma Metro construction.

The key components of
the ASCT include signal
arms and aspects catering
to both motorists and ped-
estrians. Additionally, the
system incorporates an au-
tomatic traffic counter and
classifier to measure vehi-
cle movement, along with
a queue-length measure-
ment system at critical
junctions to monitor the
build-up of queues.

“An integral part of the
project is the utilisation of
a central control software,
named MODERATO, which
enables real-time optimisa-
tion of signal phasing and
timings across all junc-
tions,” an official ex-
plained.

IAMAI urges Transport Department to
reconsider uniform pricing for taxis

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Internet and Mobile
Association of India (IA-
MAT) has urged the Tran-
sport Department to re-
consider their
announcement of uniform
pricing for taxis and re-
quested for a consultation
with industries to address
the concerns that led to the
decision. The IAMAI repre-
sents over 600 digital ser-
vice providers, including
many ride-hailing apps.

In a notification issued
on February 3, the State go-
vernment stated that cab
aggregators were not al-

lowed to charge any extra
fees beyond the officially
set ones. The new fare
structure ranged between
a base price of T100 and
130 for vehicles of diffe-
rent values. This structure
basically means that there
is no place for surge pric-
ing.

In a letter to Transport
Minister Ramalinga Reddy,
the association has said
that the removal of dynam-
ic pricing will have “a chill-
ing impact” on Karnataka’s
mobility ecosystem. It is al-
so noted that the State go-
vernment notification has
not considered the demar-
cation between city taxis

which are hailed on streets
and app-based operators
according to the Motor
Vehicle (Amendment) Act
2019.

“It is important to note
that the Central govern-
ment took into considera-
tion the fact that web-
based transportation ag-
gregation companies are
different and more tech-
enabled than normal street
ride hailing. Hence, the in-
clusion of aggregators un-
der Section 93 of the Motor
Vehicles Act, 1988 which
provided special license
conditions on platforms. In
fact, the Karnataka Tran-
sport Department also ack-

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Feb. 14, 2024
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nowledged this difference
by introducing separate
rules and fare notification
specifically for aggregator
operations,” the letter said.

Owing to the conve-
nience apps provide with
regard to doorstep pick-up,
GPS tracking and other tech
enabled features, the mem-
bers have said that the fares
of aggregator taxis should
not be identical to tradi-
tional taxis. While street-
hailed taxis are not subject-
ed to GST, the rides booked
through aggregator apps
are, according to the letter.

The removal of dynamic
pricing can also impact the
demand and supply, while

also undermining the liveli-
hood of drivers, who de-
pend on the flexibility that
they get in peak hours and
non-peak hours, the asso-
ciation said.

“We request you to
kindly reconsider and re-
vise the notification to the
extent of providing a dy-
namic pricing on the fares
for matching supply with
demand for ride hailing ag-
gregator operations. Our
prayer for dynamic pricing
is beneficial for the drivers
and the customers looking
for adequate compensa-
tion and enhanced servic-
es respectively,” the letter
said.



DECCAN HERALD

At Rs 1,700 er, 134 roads to be
white-topped in Bengaluru

So far, Palike has white-topped

102 km of road

BENGALURU, DHNS

s the first and second
phases of white-top-
ing project are near-

ing completion, the BBMP
has taken up fresh projects at
an estimated cost of Rs 1,700
crore. A total 134 roads will be
white-topped in the city. While
BBMP's projectcellisresponsi-
ble for white-topping 64-km of
white-topping at an estimated
cost of Rs 800 crore, the road
infrastructure cell of the civic

body will be white-topping
around 70 roads at an estimat-
ed costof Rs 900 crore.

While Rs 800 crore is pro-
vided by the state government,
the BBMP hasset aside Rs 900
crore fromthe excess property
taxitaims to collectin the next
three years for the white-top-
ping project. It has earmarked
another Rs 100 crore for as-
phalting roads in Bommana-
halli and Mahadevapura. So
far,the BBMP has white-topped
102 km of road in Bengaluru.

Source:

Roads identified for white-topping

m Tannery Road Road Rao circle

® Mosque Road ® Rajiv Gandhi Nagar railway ® Link Road from Sampige
® DJ Halli Main Road parallel Road orad

B Hennur 80 ft Main Road B Jakkur Road m Platform Road

® Nagawara Main Road W Hennur Bagalur Road m Subedar Chatram Road
m (Bl Road m Cqal Road | 8th Main, Malleshwaram
® Dinnur Main Road m Sanjaynagar Main Road W Jeevaraj Alva Road

m V Nagenahalli Road | Sultanpalya Main Road ® Nagarbhavi Main Road
m | ower Agram Road m 1st Main Anand Nagar m 80ft Road, Chandralayout
® MG Road m Kensington Road m Vijayanagar club Road

W Residency Road ® Cubbon Road ® Hosakerehalli Main Road
| City Civil Court Road W Palace Cross Road m 80ft Road (Vidyapeeta

® Thimmaiah Road
m Narayanpillai street

® Ambedkar Veedhi, KR
Circle

m ME| Road
® Malleshwaram 8th Main
Road

® Main Guard Road from
Cubbon Road
= Swami Vivekananda Road

B Jayanagar 22nd Cross
Road

| SP Road

® Sarjapur Road (Jakkasan-
dra to ORR)

B R Nagar Main Road
m Palmgrove Road
W Bazaar Street

circle)

m Subram Chetty Road (Net-
kallappa circle)

® 10 Main Road (Bandi Ma-
hakallamma temple Road)

m 50 ft Road (from Mount
Joy Road

® JCRoad

m Anepalya Main Road

KH Road

m CV Raman Nagar roads

® Jawahalal Nehur Road (Ut-
tarahalli
100 ft Ring Road (Jalahalli)

® Hennur Road
Kammanahalli Road

]

m Uttarahalli Main Road

m Kanakapura Main Road

® 9th Main Road, Subraman-
yapura Road

L
® Nehru Road
u

(]
| Holiday Village Road Govindapur Road (Veeran-  ® Maruthinagar Main Road
m Kodipalya Road napalya) W 1st Main Road (Wipro park
m Bull temple Road ® Netaji Road junction)

® Gandhinagar Cluster roads ™ MM Road ® Ejipura Main Road

m Race Course Road m Shampura Road W Bagalur Main Road

m West of Chord Road B azer Road m Jakkur Road

| Attiguppe 14th Main Road

| Sultan Road

m Railway Parallel Road
® Pampa Mahakavi Road

m Chamrajpet 3rd Main, 4th
Main

m Allalasandra Main Road
® HMT Road
® Amma Ashram Road

® Chamrajpete 5th Main, 7th W Sirsi Road

cross and 2nd Main roads ® Mahalakshmi layout (12th
® BTM Layout (29th Main Main Road)

and 80 feet Road) m 10th cross, Rajajinagar

W L&T Road (Ballari Road)
B Sahakaranagar 20th Cross

Deccan Herald, p.3A, Feb, 15, 2024

m Dr Rajkumar Road
B |oop Road from Ananda

m Kengeri (Hoysala circle to
Robin Theatre)

® Tunganagar Main Road

m Pattanagere Main Road

® ORR Road (Jalahalli cross

to Laggere)
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DIGITAL DILEMMA

E-waste:[sBengaluru taking steps towards
responsibledisposal?

SHRADHA TRIVENI
BENGALURU, DHNS

heIT capital of India, Bengaluru,
isnot far behind when it comes go

generating e-waste. Ranked third
inthe country in generating e-waste,
the city generates 10.1% of the country’s
generation.

Given that e-waste generation is
certain to go up given that IT is enter-
ing every sphere of existence in the
city, several organisations are in the
forefront of collecting and recycling
e-waste. However, experts suggest that
the awareness about informed disposal
of e-waste must begin at the school
level if sustainable lifestyle should be
realised and health and environmental
fallouts of unscientific management of
E-waste are to be mitigated.

DH spoke to multiple stakeholders
in e-waste management in Bengalu-
ru, to find out what needs to be done
before e-waste becomes an onerous
burden.

Gurudatta Bangarpet, Director,
Rashi E Waste Solutions, told DH that
refurbishment is the first step towards
managing E-waste.

“We closely work with the corpo-
rate sector, which is a bulk E-waste
generator. When they send an initial
list of electronic waste to us, we inspect

Sy =
Authorised recyclers make sure that
the metal content in the e-wasteis

extracted with no damage to the
environment. bHFILE PHOTO

whether the item can be refurbished,
before sending it to the recycling plant.
I believe refurbishingis the first step in
the recycling process,” he said.

Contact authorised recyclers
E-waste is rich in metallic content. Au-
thorised recyclers make sure that the
metal content in the e-waste is extract-
ed with no damage to the environment,
maximumpresourcesarerecovered from
the waste,and minimumsentto landfills.
Burning of e-waste by the informal sector
causes health hazardsand degradesthe
air quality, said Krithika Viswanathan,
Marketing Lead, Saahas Zero Waste.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A, Feb, 15, 2024
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Earlierin1990sand 2000s, there was
a higher usage of precious metals like
gold, silver, platinum and palladium in
the production of electronicitems butit
has been replaced by other metals and
alloys today.

While bulk e-waste generators con-
tact organisations such as Rashiand
Saahas themselves, individuals, una-
ware of the e-waste disposal methods,
hoard old and unused electronic items
at home or dispose them of along with
plastic waste. Viswanathan suggests
that individuals must always contact
authorized recyclers for managing
their E-waste. She asserts that selling
it to the informal sector would result in
air pollution due to the burning.

Creative alternatives

A unique initiative by Ewa Eco makes
flower pots from the waste generated by
recycling e-waste.

“We manufacture flower pots from
thewaste generated in the process of re-
cycling e-waste, which would otherwise
go to the landfills. Using wires, cables
and shredded parts of keyboards, we
make planters which are sold at minimal
price,” said Gurudatta.

Ewa Eco is the brainchild of Sanjay
Jangam, a retired Navy commander
who collaborates with Gurudatta Ban-
garpet’s Rashi E-waste solutions.
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