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AGRICULTURE

RAISIN WOES
VITTAL SHASTRI Belagavi and some parts of Bengaluru climate conditions and fruit quality to
KALABURAGI, DHNS urban and rural districts. Vijayapura, dehydrate grapes into raisins. Raisins
which accounts for more than 75% of can be stored in cold storage units for
rape production has seen a steady the total grape production in the state, three years.
increase in the last three years, but is also one of the top raisin-producing The rise in production has fuelled the
thelack ofadequate cold storage districts in the country. crash of raisin prices in the market.
facilities is proving to be a problem for The area under cultivation in the state “The additional stock hasled toa
growersin Karnataka. Around 80% of hasincreased from 29,197 hectares in fallin raisin prices from Rs 250-270
the produce in the state is converted into 2019-20 to 36,575 hectares in 2021-22. per kg to Rs 110-150 in the wholesale
raisins as per data obtained from the The production of fresh grapes also market. We were facing a shortage of
Karnataka Wine Board. = 1 witnessed arise from 7.11lakh tonnes cold storage facilities even before the
As Karnataka has a limited capacityto  tation costs and overhead expenses is to 7.88 lakh tonnes during the same increase in the cultivation area. The high
store only about 30% of the annual raisin  leading to losses among grape growers.  period. The production increasedt09.8  production last year has compounded
production, farmers are being forced to Karnataka is the second-largest lakh tonnes last year. On average, 1 kg the problem,” said Karnataka Grapes
turn to storage options in Maharashtra.  producer of grapesin the countryafter  ofraisins can be produced from4kgof ~ Growers’ Association president KH
Anunprecedented fall in the market neighbouring Maharashtra. The cropis  fresh grapes. Mumbareddy.
price of grapes coupled with transpor- grown mainly in Vijayapura, Bagalkot, It takes 12-18 days depending on »Grapes, Page 5
Continued...

Vijayapura Horticulture Department Deputy Director Rahulkumar Bhavidoddi said that last
year, farmers in the district produced around 1.7 lakh tonnes of raisins.

“Karnataka has cold storage capacity to accommodate nearly 30% of the total raisin produced
at present. Steps are being taken to construct more cold storage in a phased manner,” he said.

The cold storage facilities in Vijayapura can store around 50,000 tonnes of raisins.
Now, the government is constructing 10,000-tonne capacity storage facilities.

However, this is still not sufficient. As a result, Karnataka farmers depend on cold storage in
Sangli in neighbouring Maharashtra, which has a 90,000-tonne storage capacity.

Consequently, Sangli has emerged as a major market for raisins in the country.

Grape growers say they incur Rs 10,000 per tonne as an additional cost for transportation and
overheads for storage of raisins in Maharashtra.

Interestingly, merely 20% of the grapes produced in Maharashtra are converted into raisins.
The rest is sold as fresh fruit.

“Fresh grapes being produced in Maharashtra are supplied across the country and also
exported. But most of the farmers in Karnataka store their yield as raisins,” said Karnataka
Grape and Wine Board Managing Director T Somu.

He adds that the harvesting has just begun this year, and production is expected to reduce due
to scanty rainfall.

The distressed farmers are looking for the intervention of the government to either construct
more cold storage facilities or procure the crop at a support price.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1 & 5, Feb, 3, 2024
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Over 2,000 former bonded labourers
struggle without rehabilitation package

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

As many as 2,252 persons
freed from bonded labour
in the State from 2016,
have alleged they are yet to
get rehabilitation package
from the State government
owing to new norms intro-
duced in 2017, and are
planning to hold a protest
in the city on February 7.

The rescued persons
will get compensation bet-
ween 3 lakh and %3 lakh
under a Central scheme.
However, if an FIR is regis-
tered in the case, they will
get an immediate ex-gratia
of 30,000 and the re-
maining amount only after
the case is settled in the
court.

Norms of the Union go-
vernment allow for a ‘sum-
mary trial’ by the district
magistrate within 24 hours
from the date of identifica-
tion or rescue of the bond-
ed labourers, even if no
FIR has been lodged. The
filing of FIRs is required
only in the case of other of-
fences being made out

Thimmanna Hanumanta Bisiholgi and Siddappa Laxman Bangari,
former bonded labourers from Chunchanur village of Ramdurg taluk
in Belgavi district, showing their release certificates.

against the employer, ex-
plained Kiran Kamal Pra-
sad, founder of Jeevika, an
organisation fighting
against bonded labour.

As per these rules,
61,610 individuals have got
their rehabilitation pack-
age since 2001 to 2016.

However, as per the new
Standard Operating Proce-
dure (SOP) issued by the
State government in 2017,
officials have to file FIRs
against the employers

when an individual is res-
cued in every case.

This has essentially de-
layed the rehabilitation
package for those rescued
till the trial is concluded.
“This disregards the main
objective of the Bonded La-
bour System (Abolition)
Act, 1976,” said Mr. Prasad.

In many cases, as those
freed wait for their rehabil-
itation, their former em-
ployers are allegedly pres-
suring them to withdraw

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Feb. 5, 2024
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the cases. Such instances
have been reported from
many districts, including
Chickballapur, Mandya,
Mysuru, and Belagavi, the
former bonded labourers
say.

Thimmanna Hanuman-
ta Bisiholgi, from Chuncha-
nur village, Ramdurg ta-
luk, Belagavi district, said
that he, his father, and his
grandfather were bonded
labourers.

“In 2016, the govern-
ment freed me and gave
me a release certificate. Al-
so, a case has been regis-
tered against the employer.
As the case is still in court, I
have not received any reh-
abilitation package from
the government. With no
one else giving me work in
the village, my previous
employer threatened me
and got my signature on an
affidavit stating that I was
not working in his house
and submitted it to the
court,” he said.

Siddappa Laxman Ban-
gari, another former bond-
ed labourer in the same vil-
lage, said that despite

meeting officials at the
DC’s office requesting
them for the rehabilitation
package, it had not yielded
any results. “They say that
since the case is pending in
court, rehabilitation is not
possible until the final ver-
dict. It is difficult to live like
this,” he said.

Protest on Feb. 7

Those former bonded la-
bourers yet to be rehabili-
tated have now decided to
hold a protest at Freedom
Park on February 7, de-
manding the withdrawal of
SOPs that make filing FIRs
mandatory.

“Karnataka is stressing
on investigation rather
than rehabilitation. This is
against the spirit of the
Bonded Labour System
(Abolition) Act, 1976. We
have met senior officials of
the government several
times, but have not got any
relief. So we have decided
to protest,” said Patlu Go-
vindaraju, an activist fight-
ing for the rights of those
rescued from bonded la-

bour.
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State govt. likely to amend APMC Act

It plans to bring back provisions that make it mandatory to purchase and sell notified agricultural produce in APMC yards

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

he State govern-
T ment is likely to in-
troduce amend-

ment to the Agricultural
Produce Marketing Com-
mittee (APMC) Act, bring-
ing back provisions that
make it mandatory to pur-
chase and sell notified agri-
cultural produce in APMC
yards, subject to clearance
by the Select Committee.

The Bill will bring
changes to the APMC Act
that had been passed by
the earlier BJP government
to remove the licence re-
gime and enable farmers to
sell their produce anywh-
ere. The changes that were
brought to the APMC Act
during COVID-19 pandem-
ic had been criticised by
the Congress that was then
in the Opposition, as well
as a large number of farm-
er organisations across the
State.

A promise made

While the Congress had
promised to roll back the
amendment brought to the
APMC Act, the farmers had

pointed out at the deplet-
ing arrivals to APMC yards
since sale and purchase
had been deregulated.

In fact, soon after as-
suming power, the Con-
gress government had
made an attempt to bring
an amendment to the Kar-
nataka Agricultural Pro-
duce Marketing (Regula-
tion and Development)
Act, 1966. The government
moved the amendment Bill
in July 2023. Though it had
been passed by the Legisla-
tive Assembly on July 17,
2023, it failed to get the
nod of the Legislative

,%}z‘ 3

Aview of the APMC yard at Yeshwantpur in Bengaluru. FILE PHOTO

Council as it was referred
to the select committee on
July 18.

Among the provisions in
the proposed amendment
are authorising the Direc-
tor of Agricultural Market-
ing and officers authorised
by him to issue licence,
providing penal provision
for using any place for mar-
keting any agricultural pro-
duce without a valid li-
cence, and for purchase or
sale of notified agricultural
produce in contravention
of the provisions of the
Act. The amendment will
also specify the places

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Feb. 8, 2024
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which can be used for pur-
chase or sale of notified
agricultural produce.

Language Bill

Among about 16 Bills that
are likely to come before
the legislature during the
10-day Budget session
starting next Monday is al-
so the Karnataka Language
Comprehensive Develop-
ment (Amendment) Bill,
2024, that mandates dis-
play in nameboards to be
60% in Kannada language
and Kannada to be dis-
played in the upper half of
the same board.

Though State govern-
ment had sent a proposal
to promulgate an Ordi-
nance in this respect, the
Governor had sent the pro-
posal back to the govern-
ment asking it to secure the
nod of the Legislature
since the session dates had
been finalised.

The Karnataka Legisla-
ture (Prevention of Dis-
qualification) (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2024, is also
likely to be moved to ex-
empt the office of Adviser
to the Chief Minister, Fi-
nancial Adviser to Chief Mi-
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nister, and Chairman or
Member to any commis-
sion from incurring dis-
qualification for being a
member of the Legislative
Assembly or the Legislative
Council. The amendment
is being moved due to re-
cent appointments that
were made by the Con-
gress government to quell
dissidence.

To enable police officers
to understand their juris-
diction better and build
good relation with the pu-
blic, the Karnataka Police
(Amendment) Bill, 2024, is
likely to be moved to in-
crease the tenure of police
officers in operational du-
ties from one year to two
years. The Karnataka Mo-
tor Transport and Other
Allied Worker’s Social Se-
curity and Welfare Bill,
2024, will be moved to pro-
vide levy and collection of
cess on motor vehicles for
financing schemes to pro-
vide social security to
workers in transport and
allied sectors. The Karnata-
ka Motor Vehicles Taxation
(Amendment) Bill, 2024, is
being moved to enhance
tax on motor vehicles.



Sweeter days are ahead for
mangoes, barring unfavourable
weather conditions in State

With the weather conditions being congenial in the flowering season, the Technical Committee set up by the Karnataka

State Mango Development and Marketing Corporation, is confident of an average good yield this year

Jahnavi T.R.
BENGALURU

arring  unprece-
dented  weather
conditions,  this

year might be sweeter for
mango after quite a few off
years in the recent past.
With the weather condi-
tions being congenial in
the flowering season, the
Technical Committee set
up by the Karnataka State
Mango Development and
Marketing  Corporation
(KSMDMC), is confident of
an average good yield this
year.

The Technical Commit-
tee met last month for the
evaluation of mango yield.
“At the time, there was 15-
20% flowering in Rama-
nagara district. Now it has
touched around 75-80%.
Ideally, the formation of
fruits should have started
by now, but there is a slight
delay. In the major growing
areas of Kolar, Chikkabal-
lapura and Bengaluru Ru-
ral districts, there is 30-
35% flowering (delayed),
but it will happen properly
in February,” said C.G. Nag-
araju, Managing Director,
KSMDMC. Production is
expected to be good in Ko-
lar as well, he said.

He added that, unlike
previous years, there was

According to the committee’s findings, in the absence of any rain in the coming months, and with
on-time, one-phased, and quality flowering, the mango yield will be 12-14 lakh tonnes in Karnataka.

FILE PHOTO

no rainfall during the flo-
wering months making the
weather conditions conge-
nial for mangoes this time.

According to the com-
mittee’s findings, in the ab-
sence of any rain in the
coming months, and on-
time, one-phased, and
quality flowering, then the
mango yield would be 12-14
lakh metric tonnes in Kar-
nataka. If not, the State will
get around 8-10 lakh metric
tonnes of mangoes.

Mr. Nagaraju mentioned
that it is difficult to have de-
marcated on and off years
with weather fluctuations
and cultivation chang-
es. “It feels like we are
heading towards an on

year. Ideally, an on year is
when more than 75% of
trees produce fruits and
flowers. This year, we are
certain to see at least an av-
erage yield. The harvesting
should start by the end of
March or the first week of
April in Ramanagara. The
weather conditions have
been fantastic this year, es-
pecially in Ramanagara,”
S.V. Hittalamani, former
Additional Director
(Fruits), Horticulture De-
partment who presently
heads the Technical Com-
mittee for mangoes, told
The Hindu.

He further said that
there has been no disease
outbreak this year so far

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Feb. 9, 2024

which shows that farmers
have taken necessary pre-
cautions based on the
training they have received
in the previous years.

The marketing prepara-
tion for mangoes is under-
way and in full swing in the
State. The Thothapuri va-
riety from Kerala and Ta-
mil Nadu have already
come to markets while the
mangoes from Karnataka
will be available from
April.

The Kesar variety which
has been cultivated largely
in Koppal district this year,
is expected to hit the mar-
kets earlier than the other
fruits of the same variety
from the other States.

Farmers
demand Kisan
Rail from
Kolar to Delhi

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The mango growers from
Kolar district have urged
the Union government to
consider resuming the Ki-
san Rail that ran between
Srinivasapur taluk and
New Delhi for a year.

Good prices

“Every year, the farmers
in Srinivasapura grow five
to six lakh tonnes of man-
goes and if the train ser-
vices are resumed, then it
will help them get good
prices for the fruit,” said
NeelaturuChinnappa Red-
dy, president, of Kolar Dis-
trict Mango Growers’
Association.

More trains

The farmers also request-
ed more trains from Srini-
vasapura to Tirupati via
Madanapalli to benefit
farmers from Kolar which
is a major horticultural
crop hub.
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Pressure on Slddaramalah to waive farm loans

BV.Shivashankar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Pressure is mount-
ing on chief minister Siddara-
maiah to make substantial alloca-
tions for the agriculture sector in
the upcoming budget. Farmer
organisations have already held
a series of protests, demanding,
among other things, that the govt
waive farm loans.

Farmer organisations are now
exerting more pressure following
Siddaramaiah’s recent protest in

Delhi against the Centre W

over resource sharing.
The govt’s demonstra-
tion was aimed at high- ©
lighting injustices faced
by Karnataka, including the fail-
ure of the Centre to grant drought
relief under National Disaster
Response Fund (NDRF). Farmers
are now looking to the state gov-
ernment for relief.

This week, Karnataka State
Farmers Organizations Federa-
tion (KSFOF) submitted a memo-

BLEAK
OUTLOOK:
With the Union
govt delaying
funds to
compensate L
for drought fsess
losses, farmers
are looking to
the state govt = o
for relief "'&fm =€

randum to Siddaramaiah, high-
lighting severe drought and the
need for relief measures. “While
—T~ we support the govern-
» ment’s fight against
, the Centre, we also ex-
% pect it to play its role
and reduce distress
among farmers,” Kuruburu Shan-
thakumar, KSFOF president, said.
The state provided interim
relief of Rs 2,000 to 31 lakh farm-
ers, but farmers say the sum is
too meagre and are demanding
Rs 8,500 per hectare. But officials
say this is not possible without
central assistance.

BUDGET WISHLIST

» Waiver of loans

» Set up MSP procurement centre at gram pan-
chayat level

» Pension scheme for farmers aged above 60 years

=4 » Govt jobs for women marrying farmers

» Declare Dec 23 as Farmers Day in the name of
Prof MD Nanjundaswamy

NDREF prescribes Rs 8,500 com-
pensation for one hectare of rain
fed agricultural land and Rs 17,000
for irrigated land. The state has
pegged agricultural loss at Rs
36,000 crore and sought Rs 17,935
crore relief from the Centre. How-
ever, the Centre’s interminable
delay has caused friction.

In the previous budget, Sid-
daramaiah allocated Rs 22,158
crore for agriculture, with Rs
10,000 crore earmarked for Anna
Bhagya rice scheme. He is expect-
ed to increase allocations by at
least 20% in the upcoming budget.

Criticism from BJP over ex-

Source: The Times of India, p.8, Feb. 9, 2024
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cluding farmers from guarantee
schemes and the decision to dis-
continue contributions to the Cen-
tre’s Kisan Samman Yojana cash
assistance scheme has prompted
Siddaramaiah to consider other
populist measures.

Officials suggest higher allo-
cations for Krishi Bhagya, which
is aimed at constructing ponds.
Farmer organisations have also
sought a pension scheme for
those over 60 years old. However,
the biggest challenge is the de-
mand to waive farm loans. Some
48.6 lakh farmers have loans to-
talling Rs 1.9 lakh crore.

Back to Contents




Decentralisation

Panchayats earn only 1% of their revenue through taxes

Most of their revenue comes from the Centre and the States as grants

| DATA POINT ‘

The Hindu Data Team

nly 1% of the revenue of
0 panchayats was earned by
them, with the rest being
raised as grants from the State and
the Centre, show data. Specifically,
80% of the revenue was from Cen-
tral government grants; only 15%
was from State government grants.
Consequently, the revenue raised
by panchayats formed a minuscule
share of the States’ own revenue.

Panchayats act on three levels —
gram sabhas, panchayat samithis,
and zila parishads. They are res-
ponsible for a variety of tasks in-
cluding agriculture, rural housing,
water management, rural electrifi-
cation, healthcare, and sanitation.
In some cases, zila parishads are
also responsible for maintaining
schools, hospitals, dispensaries,
and minor irrigation projects.

However, due to dependence
on the Centre and the State for
their funds, most panchayats suff-
er from interference from the top
two tiers of the system, according
to news reports. In August last
year, several panchayat heads
protested in Chennai asking for in-
dependence of the Panchayati Raj.
A news report from Telangana last
year stated that the failure of the
State government in releasing
funds on time forced sarpanches
to use private funds. The Standing
Committee on Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj said in March
last year that 19 out of 34 State/Un-
ion Territories did not receive any
funds under the Rashtriya Gram
Swaraj Abhiyan scheme in FY23.
The programme was started fo-
building capacity and training
elected representatives.

The recently released report by
the Reserve Bank of India on the fi-
nances of Panchayati Raj Institu-
tions for 2022-23 argues that one of
the ways forward is to promote
greater decentralisation and em-
power local leaders and officials.
According to the report, pan-

chayats had recorded a total reve-
nue of ¥35,354 crore in 202223
(Chart 1). Of this, just ¥737 crore
was earned by their own tax reve-
nue. Panchayats can earn this
through taxes on profession and
trades, land revenue, stamps and
registration fees, taxes on proper-
ty, and service tax.

Panchayats also earned 1,494
crore through non-tax revenue,
which is mostly earnings from in-
terest payments and Panchayati
Raj programmes. In contrast, they
earned 324,699 crore as grants
from the Central government and
38,148 crore as grants from the
State governments. Chart 2 shows
these numbers per panchayat.

In 202223, each panchayat
earned just 21,000 as its own tax
revenue and ¥73,000 as non-tax
revenue. In contrast, each pan-
chayat earned about 17 lakh as
grants from the Central govern-
ment and more than ¥3.25 lakh as
grants from the State govern-
ments. In essence, just 1% of pan-
chayats’ revenue comes from their
own revenue (Chart 3).

‘When we look at the average re-
venue earned per panchayat in
2022-23, there are wide variations
among States. In Kerala, the aver-
age revenue raised by each pan-
chayat was over 60 lakh in 2022-
23. West Bengal came a close se-
cond with an average revenue of
357 lakh per panchayat. The reve-
nue was over ¥30 lakh per pan-
chayat in Assam, Bihar, Karnataka,
Odisha, Sikkim, and Tamil Nadu;
and less than ¥6 lakh in Andhra
Pradesh, Haryana, Mizoram, Pun-
jab, and Uttarakhand (Chart 4).

Due to meagre revenue raising
potential, panchayats’ share in the
respective State’s own revenue
was poor. For instance, in Andhra
Pradesh, revenue receipts of pan-
chayats formed just 0.1% of the
State’s own revenue. The revenue
of panchayats in Uttar Pradesh
formed 2.5% of the State’s own re-
venue, the highest among States.
Chart 5 shows the revenue of pan-
chayats as a share of State’s own
revenue in 20222023,

Too top heavy

The charts are based on data collated from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) report titled, ‘Finances of Panchayati
Raj Institutions’

Chart 1: The chart shows the revenue receipts of
panchayats in 2022-23, Figures in X crore
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Chart 2: The chart shows the average revenue per panchayat
in 2022-23. Figures in ¥ thousand
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Chart 3: The chart shows revenue per Panchayat in
percentage terms in 2022-23
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Chart 4: The chart shows the average revenue per panchayat across States in 2022-23. Figures in ¥ lakh
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Chart 5: The chart shows the revenue of panchayats as a share of State’s own revenue in 2022-2023. Figures in %
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Higher autonomy of panchayats leads to better health outcomes

Panchayats which have a better say over power, people, and money also feature high on health, nutrition and sanitation scores

I DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

he Data Point published on
T Monday had highlighted

how panchayats earn only
1% of their income through taxes,
with the rest being sourced from
Central and State grants. The Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI) study,
based on which the report was
written, had called for greater au-
tonomy for panchayats and empo-
werment of local leaders. This Da-
ta Point aims to show that greater
autonomy of panchayats results in
better governance and leads to su-
perior outcomes.

Panchayats collaborate with
health departments to maintain
clinics and dispensaries in rural
areas. By encouraging institutional
deliveries and ensuring prenatal
and postnatal check ups, they help
reduce maternal and infant mor-
tality rates (IMR). They also pro-
vide clean water and sanitation fa-
cilities. All these help improve
health outcomes. The RBI study
uses two datasets to show that
panchayats which scored high on
the health, nutrition, and sanita-
tion parameters also had lower ru-
ral IMRs.

Chart 1 shows the State-wise av-
erage of panchayat-level health,
nutrition, and sanitation scores
calculated by the Ministry of Pan-
chayati Raj (MoPR) on the vertical
axis. The scores of all the pan-
chayats in a State were averaged to
present the State’s overall score on
these parameters. On the horizon-
tal axis, the IMR of the State is pre-
sented. Both data were for 2018-19.
In general, as shown by the trend
line, the higher the score on
health, nutrition, and sanitation
parameters, the lower the IMR.

Major States including Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir (be-
fore it became a Union Territory),
Karnataka, Maharashtra, and West
Bengal all feature on the top left.
That is, they have a high score and

alow IMR. Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Assam, Rajasthan, Od-
isha, and Chhattisgarh can be seen
on the bottom right — they have a
low score and a high IMR.

Given that panchayats play a vi-
tal role in health management and
as Chart 1 shows that some States
outperform others,Chart 2 checks
whether these better-performing
States also have greater autonomy
at the panchayat level. For this, the
RBI study uses the devolution in-
dex prepared by MoPR using inde-
pendent agencies. The devolution
index rates a State based on three
parameters.

First, the transfer of subjects,
that is, how many functions in-
cluding drinking water, rural hous-
ing, family welfare, and women
and child development are under
the control of panchayats. Second,
transfer of functionaries, that is,
how many positions were filled by
panchayats on their own. Third,
transfer of finances, that is, what
share of funds are raised by pan-
chayats on their own and what
share can they spend based on
their decisions. These three and
some other categories are used to
calculate the devolution index.

Chart 2 plots the States’ devolu-
tion index on the horizontal axis.
The States on the right — Kerala,
Karnataka, Maharashtra, and Ta-
mil Nadu — have higher devolution
scores. The States on the left — As-
sam, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Mad-
hya Pradesh and Uttarakhand —
have lower devolution scores.
Chart 1 and 2 when read together
shows that panchayat autonomy
plays a vital role in better health
outcomes in rural areas.

Map 3 which shows the percen-
tage shortfall of primary health fa-
cilities in rural areas also concurs
with this conclusion as States
which perform better on the index
have a surplus, with a few excep-
tions. Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jhark-
hand, Madhya Pradesh and West
Bengal have very high levels of
shortage. On the other hand, Kera-
la, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Hi-
machal have none.

More freedom at the grassroots

The charts are based on data collated from the RBI report titled, ‘Finances of Panchayati Raj Institutions’

Chart 1: The chart shows the State/UT-wise avg. of panchayat-level health, nutrition
and sanitation scores (vertical axis) and infant mortality rate (horizontal axis)

A 16
Chandigarh
14 ® . Trendline
/
12 e it Karnataka
Lo Kerala@ ~~~. TN ®
: P g ,
38 ®® ) Chhattisgarh
5 Punjab—@ ey h. l M.P.
= ~<_Rajast -P.
£6) 00 00 n.cna-'P 00 "--lizthng ¢ @
3 ® W.B. Tesl_UP
o 4 L X J ® @~
2
i Maharashtra Assam =
£2 i
= Odisha
£ Infant mortality rate
T T T T
0 10 20 30 40 50
Chart 2: The chart shows the devolution index calculated by the Ministry of
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Map 3: % shortfall

of primary health
facilities in rural areas
across States. The
darker the blue, the
higher the shortfall

denotes States where
health facilities were in
surplus in rural areas

Source: The Hindu, p.9, Feb. 6, 2024

13



\!

13. JEE

)e
AN

TIZTI 223 30QUQBNYE) 30 0T [T DO Uazg
TFIET gHoeAd 30MRITIFe EELS. 2T eI NS
B3 J0QBNY) 233501 BTEMITS SLOE BHES

T 30D, 2.TN T eafed). 3ea, 0T TOTZIET)
BD02S/0TIE 150 DT 3BT evTdsaer e30aba)
ABDT2IeB) dW)ITI DODD. 366 §3 IETITY
3ehHERY 3T 500, 50U, STenomal) A0
DOTD 002 SEIETS) BO) 2300 DT BT
503,05 010ez30DT), AFORR)...

TS DT

TS DI . O BIED
2023-240€), 3053 20U 5aUED 0023, FFE0TI HTHADOI
BoER3BE BVOEIB TFIEU) YIIDEB IRET),
D0ziuING Tena BeH3as Baf)0 0238 i3 es Sdena k \ | St 28
euTieried Tlermo eutineried | eripriied oo Bgod $vor FoLeIT BEMe MRE WY Y Beed &
Zpwooed s W3 2831, WDITVITN, Derseier) W H3 IRECIe UM &roes3 2308
Qoesd TTeSTO BN 008 TFFT) B¢ 04/e2:B0R), CRLATTAM, BTIT J0TRLF WRITRIIY, 2023-243e SHFE IUFTO,
3,08 TN 0% Faobe Beots, XBFUSe L50TLIEB) HOTH AN BT, Toz,NP0TS TOM G0z BRRFUEHY Soem BB
N3, TR LEFETTW, 332063 e0 3011 w3, WSeeE S0TiNELe Iene cdeerSion 80t XFFTE) Blogoen sasmodn 80
82 BADFEC TN L3e3I0eT0D ORTONT), QOIS TozNd B cleens b Wetsd BT, ) TN, T Beors,
BT WTOORAT. B FOTe AT SUTBRLME, LI 3THTI ST, T0L3E TREIT. 63, WOT FOWFEO. FEFUSY 1950 ERessnosue
DY & oM SRS, TSermasS, HIDATMOR BT5e AN SFYNTMIT,. k), 158 VOREROBTS. BT
2TINZ23e8) 0T TITS, 0D BRI, DIOL 0T Tozs, FEFTVR) THND WRBELOTTR, 20T (FTO 7) BeosRd
TTO20€E9 GUTSRLT &3030-FTere 8603, BarUze TR, RVRSTLIE. DEOTWT B 03/eens B B0 Teder0ohe) DazTyi BT
alpezsRodR) 25901 SowRNI, B ORTZR), BRTELIITVT 80T, YBFTE. BTFEIE TFFTT OD3 U3V Bt PSS V.

030625 TBIT BDOWEPOTIE, I~
0730 100 DS GORRENES),
2TINT23e80. STere C3ReasNNRY,
TR&XE XoTIFTsde, 38 emm
WOBOST TRF I Ddeezny
TOTIETIO) SVERENESR, 150
DINITM QLT3 2O WOBIIY,
i)ebrmahs_)b. ATFHE GJ&BOI)&)@‘ =]
©OYZIY, ﬂeb&ﬁfa%mh&l. &T8 NS
60T, FBFUR) SFTe AANZOTOS0d

SRR, NI, DEORIY.
OMRTY Y I O
¥ 8R0S0 fezT g Le
Doz, TBFTMLD MRAVEED ZRNTE
SUTRLTIESR), tishTedesd dRIH
30T TBFTLS 0. 2T THH),
3633, 2000 BOTIETS ReS BT
DeDTHT) & BQFFON. WFH
euTiRen e0RER0T 25e3T Y
BRI, BTODEE 3, BT,
MO FHeasam SO, T30
$e0z, FBFOE, HID XYTeIed 20T
B QODE) BeLOIT. TS Fmoresd

TIQ0D03 Be0%, FBFTY) Tere et B0 50 HIMY SVTBRLNTIY
QIDATIV, &TIT B3 =), BeorsHe 130T eBMTT. B0 50 HINY
60"5 OB 3R83T, 5 ﬁ!«)ﬂm})@ RIS aaan SuTRer Z0IRIHITS.
caz:,z:se?_ e B mzyaoms 3316 809 ReBRMET. eaz:sdos ﬁeog
XFFTR) Doz, XEFTE, 31,580 &raeuoi)wd 89 a&na;pmi ReTLRBADIT.
3) Idermn & §ie0T FMOD
T B TRR JerseleBnvIa.

= 150 &M QYO
20 20®a0 200 8RE0%), &
QAT BRE? Rt sen

XTFTSe TR, 0T

aeFEm 480D AopaY
exgonsse .,@.;vahso
QDT sw ooz, )
S8 az,mm; TROT TS
TRETIO 3¢5, 2TT A ST T 3€ET, 230 AT FOWITINY,

TOTILIFTISe Doz, XFFT) Ter THRRATLIEB). TN FHREARTS WOTH
QD RTINS 23) et 0T 281 SN QWS ZOZOME-
AHOWO'RE 3,20 BT S0TH TN 8603, XEFTE, D FOFLIe.
FReaAT B3V, TOTROTRN 8e0TF, TS b Seeoms SRBER0BH

T T3, 363, 20T FTED

BRDOWNY TOLL, 25007 ST

WEINT23e8). Tazs, ABFTEY) QAT
HRAHE B ATTMLOT 8.
2023-243 WO BTFEY,
der odeesss st 2, 13 Broees
TR OINYT), (2083 ML 2,00
BRI, 20T TR OF 20T
TOTESTERNDITI. 100 008 2085
DITO 2060 F0X FOT INBTG,
BT, 100 SRIT HITED 20T
TONESTRIHIES) O ReNa), 80T,
TBFTT) BOUE TP, 3633 20T
A3 QT 500D Doty XBFTER)

Smericle 12.40 &oess IR HINYRY,

SUBRLNER), 2N, B SHFE

Tasowoed WIrieh: Fowwles e’

444 ...,

EO0)258 803

B0 2BNTLIEB0 OTH THID TRBI),
Bp 200} EHID IO 03T B0,
BTy TatB, 25e3 Retd TOHOS
SBT3, SV0ITT 0 HINTY
€ 30T Be0T XHHTE 70
Serees. F0ITTI 2om orideent
8603, AFFU) TOTOTNY,
2 THT2des). STEMo & LORRLNT
DINEY, HIOTOR BT3e AADZNLD
), TS BFONTDIT.
BT, HTO2 20T 20238
33000°SSe Tats, TBFT I
T, 8030 BT 200 TG WX
TRBEROBT. LrT 60T FFT

AFFO) Soert ZF00T'O TOAT TR T30 STerm & UTRENS, BRODVTC X0, eVRRLME, pEIalllectabieliforiAag-mitel] RSO, DYDY, BIFLBTI &ON
RN Beot3 XFFT SITM owRHe Weted BT, &oerroh T[S B0, QO ety BRTRT DFOMYRY, SUTRLN SRVFOODY, 2ENT0 VIR, OISR LTIB0H, HIBTLD BIEE3N
T330% ReBo. QLTS 100 DI LVBRLNTR,  TORHT) Te3oh TRTBY BeR[O0IRN 5 Boess WRIT OIMYT), VRT3 Aer.

moweY
0D T30 ERCNAES SGI0D

2018-193¢ ROTO T 156 TOLBNMYY 238 6 20T eah 2H3goch

SN BRT-FON He3FT ToXT 38, XEFT FudeaitB),;
31 So0RENES SSerm aleexRan, 150 BIMERSH
QFBRT0S 20197 IO 2800T) Doz, IFET) $60T,
TEFTE, NI BO2), §e0T, FHFTE) 15 HINYY &3 I

062 F2E0 1300% TSeMe HITEM 3 JeR),
TIBR, TNF, FNOMOTH STHANE 3633 2T ATHOAT 125
SORBNTOR IBMII, 150 HIMET SLHIN),

20230 3500070 DT HIQ0D FFT TorT 195

TVRBMYD 42.3 OF KIH JTero BB SVBRLNE WLF
TOATITH. ), 0N 2463, 7.32 B0eEs IRTI DINTR),
SUTSRLNEIR), AeTELIeB) 0TI T3, ITFT ATTITY, B,
€3 TR T 20T Soreh B, TT eots BT =T
TOeMoIIY, DZDO.

QWF0BT Beeadaozs,

Source: Prajavani, p.11, Feb.09, 2024

Back to Contents

14



ECONOMY
‘Cong. will protest in

Delhi on Feb. 7 against
injustice to Karnataka

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar on Friday an-
nounced that the Karnata-
ka government will stage a
protest in New Delhi on Fe-
bruary 7 against the step-
motherly treatment by the
BJP government in the
Centre.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Mr. Shivaku-
mar said: “Karnataka has
been getting a raw deal in
the Union Budget. The
State has lost a revenue of
about ¥62,000 crore in the
last five years due to this.
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, Cabinet Ministers,
MLAs, and MLCs will also
participate in the protest to
be held on February 7. We
have written to the Centre
about the venue for the
protest.”

Urging MLAs, MLCs,
and MPs of the Opposition
parties to be part of the
protest to seek justice for
the State, he said: “The
size of the Union Budget,
which was ¥24.5 lakh crore
in 2018-19, doubled in
2023-24 to %45 lakh crore

but the State hasn’t benefit-
ed from it. Though the
Budget size has doubled,
grants for Karnataka have
only gone up a little from
46,000 crore in 2018-19 to
50,000 crore in 2022-23.

“Karnataka is one of the
most progressive States in
the country with the se-
cond highest tax contribu-
tion to the country’s exche-
quer... But the State hasn’t
been getting a fair share in
the last five years. Though
27 of the 28 MPs from Kar-
nataka are from the BJP,
they have not been able to
get justice for the State,” he
said.

“Budgetary allocations
for Karnataka have come
down by 40%-45% since
2018-19 increasing debt
burden on the State. As per
a recent survey, the alloca-
tions have been coming
down by around 7,000 to
10,000 crore every year.
Karnataka was getting a
share of 4.71% as per the
14th Finance Commission
but it has been reduced to
3.64% in the 15th Finance
Commission. The State has
lost T62,000 crore due to
this reduction,” he said.

Source: The Hindu, p. 10, Feb. 3, 2024
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In the dark without data: Census
delay leaves citizens in limbo

Without arecent
census,alarge
proportion of
India’s population
isunableto
access schemes,
benefitsand
servicesdueto
thereliance of
policymakerson
outdated data

ET B SIVAPRIYAN
CHENNAI, DHNS

anthosh (35),a single mother

living with her two sons in Del-

hi’s Jagdamba colony, is tired

of hearing the word ‘waitlist.’

Sheapplied fora ration card
in 2019, and the only response from
officials in the past five yearsis thatas
herapplication has been waitlisted,
she cannot get subsidised or free food
grains under the Public Distribution
System (PDS).

INSIGHT

Since 2020, every time Suryakali
(45) visits the nearest government
office in Delhi to follow up on her ap-
plication for a ration card, she is told
by the officials that her application
cannot be processed, albeit for now,
since the union territory has exhaust-
ed its quota under the National Food
Security Act (NSFA).

These two women are among crores
of Indians who are left out of the NFSA
ambit due to the Union government’s
failure to conduct the decennial
census, which was duein 2021, on
time. Census is known to generate
primary, authentic data which is
used as the basis for several key
statistical analyses and for identifying
beneficiaries under various schemes
and programmes.

Continued..

Since the Union government cur-
rently uses population data generated
from the 2011 Census for allotting
funds for schemes, Suryakaliand
Santhosh have been told they are not
eligible to geta ration card under the
NFSA, which gives legal entitlement
for 67% of the population (75% in rural
areas and 50% in urban areas).

The inordinate delay in conducting
the decennial census —this is the first

16

time that the population enumeration
exercise has been delayed in about
acentury and there is no word on
when the exercise will begin — has left
several schemes in limbo. This has
resulted in the delay of at least 15 vital
data sets, including those relating to
health, demography and economy,
besides affecting the quality of surveys
by the National Sample Survey Office
(NSSO).

- Expertssay the
census delay
affects how
Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Employment
Guarantee
Scheme funds
\Zezsy areallocated. In
pic, MGNREGS
B workers
constructinga
lake in Kalaburagi.
§ DHPHOTO/TAJUADDIN
AZAD

Italso affects how Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Scheme (MGNREGS) funds are
allocated, says Abhay, a social activist
based out of Raichur in Karnata-
ka. Technically, the Union government
has to allocate annual MGNREGS
funds to each state based on the
number of households and labourers,
headds.

» Census delay, Page 2
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« Due to delays, an estimated
10 crore people are said to be left
out of the food subsidy schemes.
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Several data sets have been delayed due
to the lack of recent Census data

Livestock census
Food

@

Horticulture statistics
Agriculture

How other populous

countries fared:
CHINA
1,41,05,39,758

Status: Neither stopped nor
postponed

gricult

2018

Civil aviation statistics
Transport

2018

Industry

2019

2020

onduct in late
2020, released data in May
2021

N INDIA

e 1,38,96,37,446
Status: Postponed

Not decided

Annual survey of industries

USA
33,28,38,183
Status: Had to extend the
period of enumeration
Extended field collection
operations. Original end date:
July 31,2020 Actual end
date: October 15,2020

Inventory on Implementation of
biomedical waste municipal waste B 'NDONESIA
L
e 27,73,29,163
Status: Had to postpone to
202 1 2021 later in 2020

4

&

Preliminary data released
after digital census in
January 2021

PAKISTAN
Sample registration Vital statistics based on 24,29,23,845
system (SRS) - civilregistrationsystem ——————————
causes of death Health Status: First digital census

Health ? O 7 O

2019

SRS statistical report
Health

2020

lealth

SRS bulletin

2020

* Years indicate when the reports were last released

planned in August 2022
Enumeration was extended
several times, but was
completed in May 2023.

Source: United Nations Statistics
Division, Indiaspend, Areview of the
coverage of PDS’
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Census delay puts extraburden on states

MGNREGS data is arrived at from the
census. In the absence of this data, of-
ficials say they depend on the previous
year’s expenditure and estimate what
thisyear’s requirements could be.

In the wake of junking two surveys
on consumption expenditure and em-
ployment due to ‘data quality’ issues,
the Union government in August 2023
T ped the Standing C ittee on
Statistics (SCoS) to review the extant
framework and to address issues raised
on T
and toadvi vey methodologyin-
cluding sampling frame, and sampling
design.

Food security

Economists Reetika Khera and Jean
Dreze had in 2020 estimated that over
10crore people have been excluded from
the PDS because of the Centre’s method
of calculating state-wise NFSA coverage
using the 2011 Census data. Though the
economists have notdoneanupdate,ac-
tivists who are working in the field fear
that the number of people left out of the
NFSA could have increased to over 11
crore, givenIndia’s projected i

school under the Right to Education
(RTE)Act.

“Ivisit the local ration shy Ytwo

affectstheirlives.” Kharge pointsout that
18 departments of the state government
d d on data from the census.

months and all I get to hear is that [am
on the ‘waitlist’. | just hope my wait ends
soon,”she says.

Reetika Khera, professor of econom-
ics at the Indian Institute of Technolo-
gy, Delhi, says the lack of a census has
wide implications for the country and
the wrongful exclusion of more than 10
crore people from the PDSis “justthe tip
of the problem.”

“It is, however, a problem where an
interim solution is possible, viz. to use
census projection figures to determine
the updated figures for PDS coverage,”
sheadds.

In Kerala, the lack of census data is
affecting the allocation of funds for the
welfare of SC/ST communities. "jl’he lack

ment did conduct the National Family
Health Survey and NSS surveys. “The
fact is they do not want the poverty fig-
urestocome out,”he adds.

State governments pitchin
Asstatego

ofaccurate data on the I isaf-
fecting their development. Also, thereisa
dr icch ini igration
when compared to the 2011 Census. We
need census data toanalyse thesituation
and come out with schemes for them,”
says K Raviraman, member, Kerala Plan-
ning Board.

Tamil Nadu Minister P T R Palanivel
Thiaga Rajan, who handled the Finance
portfolio for two years from May 2021,
underlines that information is the basis

inresourc-

es,anadditional 9 crore people b
to access similar entitlements (free ra-
tions) in 2020 along with the 80 crore
people who had NFSA cards, according
to esti arrived at by i
Khera and Anmol Somanchi.

“Obviously, this strains the already
strained finances of state governments,
and itis also unfair because thisis an ob-
ligation of the Union governmentunder
the NFSA,”Khera says.

According to the esti arrived at
by Khera and Dreze in 2020, over 2.85
crore people were left out of the NFSA
in Uttar Pradesh alone, while the num-
beris1.77 crore in Bihar, and 44 lakh in
Jharkhand. The states are also forced
to spend money to generate fresh data
sets to identify beneficiaries for ongoing
and new programmes in the absence of
censusdata.

“In a country like India, census data
isvery crucial as it helps understand the
changes in demographic profile, sex ra-
tio, migration, economic diversification
oftoieeholis ard fiitatisat

things. Also, itisthe census

isnow140 crore.

While some states like Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Odisha and Chhat-
tisgarh spend their resources toinclude
more beneficiaries in the PDS by giving
subsidised rations over and above the
Centre’s 67% quota, states like Delhi,
Jharkhand, and even wealthier ones like
Karnataka have stopped issuing new ra-
tion cards.

Tamil Nadu, the only statein the coun-
trytoimplementuniversal PDS, provides
free rice to over 2.2 crore families, with
much of the funding coming from state
resources.

Strugglin, withthe
meagre Rs 5,000 she earns as adomes-
tic cook every month, Santhosh tells DH
that the subsidised food grains will help
her save money that can be spent on her
children, who are studying in a private

datathat forms the basis or the frame for
any sample survey to estimate poverty
di lity,”says Prof M Vij
of the Madras Institute of Development
Studies.
Karnataka Rural D Minis-

dderid-
edthe non-conductof the decennial cen-
sus as “really debilitating” in a country
like India whose population is changing
“rapidlyand dramatically.”

“Ifeel conducting the censusonceina
decade isan archaic model as we should
be doing this exercise more frequently.
Butevenifyoudoitonceeverytenyears,
you will have some bases to decide on
population growth, gender ratio, and
ageing. Without data, youare justshoot-
inginthedark,”Rajansays.

“If there is no data (census figures),
everything will fall in the dark and we
won'tknowwherethe growthis, what the
gender equality is, and what is the per-
centage of elderly people. When we do
not have information, we cannot decide
on the coverage of the programmes,”
Rajanadds.

Devel

Santosh

ter Priyank Kharge says the lack of fresh
data has resulted in state governments
revising their plansand budgetaryalloca-
tion ipletimes,. peoplet
become eligible to availing schemes in
thelast 10 years. “With the lack of latest
census data, we are unable to formulate
policies,” he says.

Kharge adds: “Since the state has al-
ready reached its maximum capacity of
fundsall d,weareunable d
the PDS scheme to more beneficiaries.
‘We have frozen new ration cards. Several
b e luded %

due to shortage of funds. which in turn,

Mehrotraaccuses the BJP governmentof
“conservingitsresources”bynotextend-
ing the NFSA benefits to eligible people
to°hideitsi s hrdlingthe
economy.”

“While India used the Covid-19 pan-
demicasan excuse, countrieslikethe US,
UK, and China have completed it. I see
the non-conduct of the census as part of
this government’s systemic approach to
stop several uncomfortable truths from
reaching the public domain. They con-
ducted elections, but not the census,”
says Mehrotra.

At the same time, the Union govern-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1 & 5, Feb, 4, 2024

Foril , of the1.45 crore families
that receive ration in Andhra Pradesh,
only 89 lakh get it under the NFSA. The
Andhra Pradesh government funds
the remaining 56 lakh families. The AP
government bears the cost for 39.4% of
ration cards and 38% of beneficiaries in
thestate.

“If we had fresh census data, the state
would not have endured suchaburden,”
a senior official in the AP Planning De-
partment told DH.

Food rights campaigner Anjali Bhard-
waj feels non-conduct of census is lead-
in; i i f the fund: Iright
of citizens, like their right to food. She
points out that the exclusion of people
from the NFSA is non-compliant with
the Supreme Court’s directive. “When
the Union governmentinformed the Su-
preme Courtthat the censusisindefinite-
ly delayed, the apex court asked it to en-
sure the food security of theunorganised
sectorand migrantworkers by directing
thatall eight croreworkersregistered on
the e-shram portal who are not covered

d”to hide Covid-19 death

which were allegedly grossly under-re-
ported.

K Ashok Vardhan Shetty,a former IAS
officer, believes that the Centre’s reluc-
tance to enumerate OBCs in the census
is the reason why it will be delayed until
afterthe2024 Lok Sabha elections. Since
the next delimitation of Lok Sabha and
state Assembly constituencies is to be
done based on the results of the first cen-
susafter 2026, he says he will not be sur-
prised if the census s delayed till 2027.

64

While India used the Covid-19
pandemic as an excuse,
countries like the US, UK, and
China have completed it. I see
the non-conduct of the census
as part of this government's
systemic approach to stop
several uncomfortable truths
from reaching the public
domain. They conducted
elections, but not the census.”
Santosh Mehrotra,
Development economist

“Census is the only exercise which
makes data available at district, taluk,
block, town, village, ward and even

based on the data provided in the 2011
Census.

Telangana and Andhra Pradesh
pumped in money to collect details of
their population door-to-door in 2014
and 2019.

In 2017, Tamil Nadu came out with a
State Human Development Report and
District Human Development reports
that made inter-district and inter-block
comparisons toidentify problems within
the state and frame policies.

Thereport,which Vijayabaskar co-au-
thored, found that 14% of households in
Tamil Nadu are headed by women and
theindex of ageing was on the increase.

“Itis difficult to get a correct estimate
of this phenomenonin theabsence ofan
updated census,” Vijayabaskar says.

Though the state governments use
their own data to identify beneficiaries,
they don’t have central legislative back-
ing. “These data sets prepared by the
state governments cannot be applied
to centrally sponsored schemes,” says
Chakradhar Budha of LibTech India,
whichworks with tribal people.

Arguing that India certainly has the
capability to conduct census more fre-
quently thanonceinadecade, Rajan says
whatever it costs isa minuscule fraction
compared to the benefits the exercise
gives tosociety.

Abh \

dothis,” Shetty says.
ProfVijayabaskar,whoisamember of
the Tamil Nadu State Planning Commis-
sion, says census also helps in getting a
sense of inter- and intra-state migration
andonlywhenits extentisknown, states
like Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Karnataka
which see a huge influx of workers from
across the country, can allocate funds

under the NFSA beissued ration cards,”
Bhardwaj says.

Kherasays, attheveryleast, the Union
government should accept ration card
holders identified by state governments
as NFSA beneficiaries, to the extent that

accordingtotheir

Planning programmes
States also depend on the India Human
Development Survey conducted by the

y chang-
eseverylOyearsand the NITI Aayog has
beenworking ona formula ofadding 2%
per year to the population since 2011.
“However, it is unaware of the actual
ground realities as they don’t have the
required data. Ifadding 2% toeveryyear’s
population provides them the exact pic-
tureofIndiathenwhatistheneed toeven
haveacensus in India?”he asks.

(With inputs from Arjun Raghunath
in Thiruvananthapuram, Pavan Kumar
H in Hubballi, and S N V Sudhir in Hy-
derabad)

National Council of Applieq Eq

the numbers match the Jation pro-
jections.

Economists, activists and politicians
notonly i delayi i
thecensus. butalsosuspect whetheritis
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Resear data.

Karnataka and Kerala collect data
through their local bodies to identify
beneficiaries forvariouswelfare schemes
and fund them. However. Kharge savs

Haveyour say

To express your opinion, e-mail us at:
insight@deccanherald.co.in
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Forest dept faces revenue loss
due to error in notification

Licence fee for saw mills cut

from Rs10k to Rs 2k per year

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

he Forest Department’s

I move to boost revenue
by increasing fee for fell-

ing of trees is set to reduce the

existing revenue flow, thanks
to an error in the notification

whichhasbroughtdown fee for
saw mills fromRs10,000toRs
2,000.

The notification dated
November 17, 2023 seeks to
amend several sections in the
Karnataka Forest Rules, 1969
by hiking fee for possession,
transport, storing, processing

and sale of thetimber. Thelast6
hikein fee wasdonein 2017.
The feewasdoubled for pos-
sessing sandalwood of lessthan
1quintal from Rs 250toRs 500
and from Rs 2,500 to Rs 5000
formore than one quintal. Sim-
ilarly, for other timber, fee for
issuing pass for removal and
transportto godown was hiked
from Rs 100 to Rs 200; the fee
for transporting timber was
hiked from Rs10-Rs 20 perlog.
Surprisingly, the annual
licence fee for registration
of sawmills, timber produce
stocking companies, timber
depots under Section 153 was

reduced from Rs 10,000 to Rs
2,000. This has come ata time
when the minister has ordered
officials to keep a check on the
exploitation of forest produce.

The state has over 3,300 en-
tities registered under Section
153 of the Karnataka Forest
Rules. “This means a loss of
about Rs 30 lakh every month.
The government needs to rec-
tify the error immediately and
reissue notification,” sourcesin
departmentsaid.

To a question, an official in
theoffice of Minister for Forest,
Ecologyand Environment Esh-
war Khandre said a correction
would be issued. “The final
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Source: Deccan Herald, p.4D, Feb, 4, 2024
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notification wasissued on Jan-
uary4. Wewill correctitsoon
toensure the departmentwill

notsuffer losses,” he said.
Forest Minister Eshwar
Khandre has ordered an in-
quiry against a Kolar-based
plywood industry, following a
complaint on licence misuse.
Inaletter to additional chief
secretary of the department,
Khandresaid ateam of officials,
including headsofthevigilance
wingand forestresource man-
agement should probe the
issue. “Associate Decor Ltd in
Malurindustrialarea, Kolarhas
received clearance to import 2
lakh tonnes of fire wood from
neighbouring states. But, this
office hasreceived acomplaint
that the industry is illegally
sourcing materials in Kolar
and surrounding areas,” the
ministersaid, seekingareport.



100 new Ashwamedha Classic’ buses launched

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah flagged off 100 up-
graded versions of Karna-
taka Sarige buses,
operated by the Karnataka
State Road Transport Cor-
poration (KSRTC), on
Monday.

The new buses, brand-
ed ‘Ashwamedha Classic’,
carry the tagline ‘Journey
Redefined’. They will be
operated by KSRTC on
point-to-point routes bet-
ween district headquarters
and Bengaluru.

“The Karnataka State
Road Transport Corpora-
tion is introducing 1,000
buses this year, with the in-
auguration of 100 buses
taking place today. Over
the past four years, no new
buses were added, and the
services of around 3,800
buses were suspended dur-
ing the pandemic. Since as-
suming power, we are tak-
ing the initiative to add

5,800 buses to the organi-
sation,” said Mr.
Siddaramaiah.

He informed that the
corporations had intro-

KSRTC staff taking a selfie in front of new!

Monday. K. MURALI KUMAR

duced several passenger-
friendly schemes and im-
plemented innovative la-
bour welfare programmes.

Transport Minister Ra-
malinga Reddy said that
the new buses have 50
seats each.

“They are equipped
with front and rear LED
destination boards, pneu-

i J

matic doors with sensors,
and an emergency but-
ton,” he said.

According to officials,
the length of the bus is 3.4
metres, as compared to 3.2
metres of the Karnataka
Sarige buses. It boasts a
wider front windshield (70
inches by 97 inches, as
compared to 46 inches by

Source: The Hindu, p.3, Feb. 6, 2024

ly launched ‘Ashwamedha Classic’ buses in Bengaluru on

97 inches in Karnataka Sa-
rige buses), a broader rear
windshield, expanded pas-
senger window frame and
glass, wider louver glass,
and a two-row roof grab
rail. It has high-back seats
with quality cushioning,
magazine pouches, and
water bottle holders.
Additional ~ enhance-

ments include front and
rear LED destination
boards, advertisement-
type hand grips, an FRP
dashboard, two-way roof
(saloon) LED strip lights,
strip-type LED lights on
the entrance footstep,
front and rear cameras,
Electronic Vehicle Stability
Control (EVSC), a vehicle
location tracking unit, pan-
ic buttons, and a public ad-
dress system.

Mr. Reddy said that the
corporation plans to intro-
duce 948 diesel and 300
electric (G.C.C. Model) bus-
es in 2024 in a bid to en-
courage more people to
embrace mass public tran-
sport, and enhance pas-
senger services.

“As of December 2023,
KSRTC incorporated a total
of 180 buses (comprising
153 diesel and 27 electric
buses). To support this in-
itiative, the government
has allocated 100 crore.
At present, 15 Ashok Ley-
land buses are undergoing
trials as a precursor to the
induction of 200 ordinary
Karnataka Sarige buses in
the corporation’s fleet,” he
added.

State has spent only 52% of proposed borrowings

BV.Shivashankar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Chief minister Sid-
daramaiah has been tight-fisted in
terms of spending loans which has
led to a reduction in debt, but
while his decision to borrow funds
was severely criticised, he is now
being accused of depriving the
state of funds for development.

In his previous budget for 2023-
24 which he presented in July, Sid-
daramaiah had pl. d to borrow

CAUTIOUS
APPROACH

Proposed
borrowing

Till Jan
344,800 cr

Rs 85,818 crore but the govt has
spent only Rs 44,800 crore — or
52% — till Jan end.

KARNATAKA T

BibGE g

However, since a major chunk
of this money was meant for capi-
tal expenditure including infra-
structure development and asset
creation, some experts suggest low
borrowing is a “missed opportu-
nity”. However; others support the
govt’s “prudence”.

Source: The Times of India, p.6, Feb. 6, 2024

Till Nov
216,711 cr

Source: GOK

“Borrowing funds is not a bad
thing if the govt spends it on asset
creation and jobs,” said BV Mad-
husudan Rao, senior research ad-
visor, Centre for Budget and Policy
Studies. “Lower borrowings mean
it has not spent much on produc-
tive needs and that development
has taken a back seat.”

Rao also pointed out that the
government had borrowed only Rs
16,711 crore till the end of Novand
spending rose to Rs 32,290 crore by
Dec end. “This could suggest the
government is in a rush to exhaust

L

borrowed money since the end of
the current fiscal is fast approach-
ing,” Rao said. “While it is under
pressure to borrow more than 50%
of what it had proposed and spend
it in just two months (Feb and
March), it would suggest that it has
failed to ensure uniform develop-
mental works across the financial
year.”

Department-wise spending
also suggests slow progress. Of the
allocated Rs 2,98,321 crore, govt
departments have spent Rs 1,77,606
crore (59.5%) till Jan end. It was
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pegged at Rs 1,60,615 crore till De-
cember: Capital expenditure until
Dec end was 22, 662 crore or 42%
of annual target of Rs 54,374 crore.

But a section of experts sup-
ported the government’s move,
saying it should not borrow aim-
lessly just because it has the li-
cence to do so.

“Using borrowed money spar-
ingly is always a good thing since
it saves the government from
higher interest payments,” said S
Subramanya, former additional
chief secretary (finance) who
worked as economic advisor to the
CM in the JD(S)-Congress coali-
tion govt. “Also, revenue flow in
terms of tax collection this year
has been good and there was no
great compulsion for the govt to
borrow more.”

Govt authorities also defended
the move. “By the time our govt
took over and we presented the
budget, the first quarter had
passed. The figures we are talking
about pertain to only two quarters.
We are still in the final quarter,”
said Basavaraj Rayareddi, eco-
nomic advisor to CM.



Govt not discriminating in
release of funds: Nirmala

GYANENDRA KESHRI
NEW DELHI, DHNS

nion Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman

on Monday dismissed
apprehensions that the Cen-
tre wasdiscriminating against
Karnataka and other non-
BJP-ruled states in release of
funds, asshe weighedin on the
issue that has become a polit-
ical hot potato.

Terming the narrative
“politically vitiated”, Nirmala
said the system of tax devolu-
tion is well placed, and thus
can’t be changed as per any-
body’s whims and fancies. A
combative Nirmala instead
pointed fingers at the Karna-
taka government’s poll guar-
antees for the fiscal stress.

Replying to a question by
Congressleader Adhir Ranjan

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman speaksinthe
Lok Sabha on Monday. T

Chowdhuryinthe Lok Sabha,
who brought up the Karnata-
ka government’s claim that it
hasbeen deprived of its legiti-
matedues, Nirmalasaid, “This
isjustnota possibility thatany
finance minister canintervene
to say that ‘I don’t like this

Siddu: K’taka
lost Rs1.87L cr

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Monday said
Karnataka haslostRs
1.87 lakh crore under the
15th Finance Commis-
sion and that Congress’
protestin New Delhi this
week s to fight this “big
injustice” to the state. All
Congress lawmakers
from Karnataka, led

by Siddaramaiah, will
protestat Jantar Mantar
on February?7.

Details on Page 5

state, stop payment’. No way.
It can’t happen that way. The
systems are well placed.”

» Funds, Page 5

K’taka lost Rs 1.87L crore under
15th Fin Commission: CM

Invites state BJP leaders to
join protest against ‘injustice’

BENGALURU, DHNS

hief Minister Siddara-

maiah on Monday said

Karnataka has lost Rs
1.87 lakh crore under the 15th
Finance Commission and that
Congress’ protest in New Del-
hi this week is to fight this “big
injustice” to the state.

All Congress lawmakers
from Karnataka, led by Sidda-
ramaiah, will protest at Jantar
Mantar on February 7.

“I invite BJP MPs, MLAs

and leaders to join the pro-
test to raise our voice for the
state’s rights,” Siddaramaiah
told a news conference here.
The CM also specified that he
is not against giving money to
states thatare financially weak.

Hammering out statistics,
Siddaramaiah said Karnata-
ka’'ssharein central taxes came
down to 3.64% under the 15th
Finance Commission from
4.71% under the 14th Finance
Commission. “This decrease
resulted in a loss of Rs 62,098

crore,” he said.

Attacking Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, Sidda-
ramaiah said Karnataka was
not given Rs 11,495 crore of
special grants recommended
by the 15th Finance Commis-
sion. “Altogether, Karnataka
missed out on a total of Rs
73,593 crore,” he said.

The stoppage of the GST
compensation has hurt Kar-
nataka, Siddaramaiah said.
“Before GST, our state’s tax
collectiongrowthwasat15%...
compensation was discontin-
ued in June 2022. This has sig-
nificantly impacted our ability
to achieve a 15% tax collection
growth rateagain,” he said.

With cessandsurchargesnot
devolved tothestates, Karnata-
ka is losing another Rs 45,322
crore, Siddaramaiah said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&5, Feb, 6, 2024
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SIDDARAMAIAH

isthe sec-

2 ond-highest
i tax collector
after Maharashtra. The
state contributes Rs 4.30
lakh crore in tax reve-
nue. However, the state
receives only around Rs
12-13 out of every Rs 100
intaxes.

“Karnataka is the sec-
ond-highesttax collector after
Maharashtra. The state con-
tributes Rs 4.30 lakh crore in
taxrevenue. However, thestate
receives only around Rs 12-13
out of every Rs 100 in taxes,”
Siddaramaiah explained.

Siddaramaiah refuted
claims by BJPleaders that Kar-
nataka received more funds
under the NDA government.

“In 2017-18, the union bud-
get size was Rs 21.46 lakh
crore. We got Rs 47,980 crore
underdevolutionand grant-in-
aid. In 2018-19, the union bud-
getsizewasRs24.42lakhcrore
and we got Rs 51,157 crore. In
2019-20, the unionbudget size
was Rs 27.86lakh croreand we
got Rs 54,814 crore. In 2023-
24, the union budget size is Rs
45.03lakh crore. But the state
is receiving Rs 50,257 crore.
Howisitthatthestate gotmore
funds?” Siddaramaiah said.

Siddaramaiah also said that
Karnataka did notget Rs 5,300
crore for the Upper Bhadra
Project as announced in the
previous union budget.



GREAT GETAWAYS

K'taka tourist count jumps by 10 crore ayear

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

he number of travellers to
I various tourist destinations in
Karnataka has increased by a
whopping 10 crore injust one year,
spurred by a combination of factors,
including the state government’s
free bus travel scheme for women. In

Bitten by the travel bug

2017 | 18.04 crore
2018 | 21.48 crore
2019 | 22 5 crore

2020 | 7.76 crore

2021 | 8.14 crore

2023, Karnataka hosted close to 28.45 2022 I 18.27 crore
crore travellers as against 18.27 crore 2023 [ 25.45 crore

in 2022. This s the highest number of
travellers recorded in the last seven

years, according to data from the state  vide free travel facilities for women.
“Revenge tourism and the govern-
ment’s initiatives have both helped

tourismdepartment.
Officials attribute this surge to

anincrease in excitement to travel attract more tourists. Through the
post-Covid, revenge tourismandthe ~ department, we have also taken up in-
state government’s initiative to pro- itiatives to popularise tourist destina-

State tourist count jumps
by10 crore ayear

Tourist, From Page 1

“Now, there are bookings for
almost every weekend. People
wanttotakeatleastashorttrip
during theweekend. Everylong
weekend is busy since there is
a huge rush,” said M N Sudhir,
a Bengaluru-based tour oper-
ator.

While the total number of
touristshasincreased drastical-
ly,thestatehasnotbeenableto
attractmoreinternational trav-
ellers. Data revealed that only
close to 0.14% of the total trav-
ellers were international trav-
ellers.

“ThoughBengaluruisagate-
way to South India, we have
notbeen abletoattractforeign
travellers much. While Tamil
Nadu, Kerala and Goa get a
huge number of travellers from
foreign countries, the number
of those visiting the state is still
low,” said S Mahalingaiah, Di-
rector of Skyway International

Travels and Secretary, Karna-
taka Tourism Society.

Manohar, however, said that
they were now participating in
more international events and
hoped that the number of for-
eign travellers would go up in
the coming days.

“Our presence in the inter-
national market hasincreased.
Weare planning to participate
in more events overseas and
holdregular stakeholder meet-
ings to attract foreign tourists.
Weare alsoworking on brand-
ing Karnataka’s eco-tourism
and developing more tourist
circuits,” he said.

Shetty suggested thatthe de-
partment should also focus on
developing the coastal corridor
since it has a huge potential to
attract tourists.

Uttara Kannada, Dakshina
Kannada, Udupi, Kolar, Bel-
gaum, Mysuru, Mandya, and
Bengaluruwere among the top
districts visited.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&5, Feb, 7, 2024
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tions in the state. We are developing
water sports facilities in many areas.
Ropeways and adventure activities
have also added to the attraction,”
said Dr Ram Prasath Manohar V,
Director, Department of Tourism.

The government’s Shakti scheme
that provides free travel facilities to
women, has had a significant impact
and temple tourism has increased
drastically, pointed out G K Shetty,
treasurer of the Karnataka Tourism
Society. “The number of tourists,
especially to temples, has increased
drastically. The number almost dou-
bled post the launch of the scheme.
This has added to the domestic travel-
ler count,” he said.

Shetty added that tour operators
were seeing at least a 10% to 15%
increase in business as compared to
pre-Covid times.

A Bengaluru-based tour operator
said that people are more enthusiastic
about travel after the pandemic.

» Tourist, Page 3B



Minister plans 25-acre
Science City near B'luru

BENGALURU, DHNS: The De-
partment of Science & Tech-
nology has proposed the
creation of a fancy Science

for Promotion of Culture
of Science (SPoCS) of the
National Council of Science
Museums.

City near Bengaluru, The total project is
which will require 25 estimated at Rs 232.70
acres of land and an crore. This includes a
investment of Rs 232 capital cost of Rs 179
crore. crore and a corpus of

Minister for Sci- Rs 53.70 crore. The
ence & Technology & total costwill be shared
NS Boseraju has NSBoseraju betweentheUnionand

submitted a propos-
al on this for Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah to include in
the 2024-25 Budget.
According to sources, Bos-
eraju’s department is consid-
ering spaceavailablein Deva-
nahallinearthe Kempegowda
International Airport for the
Science City. The project will
be takenup underthe Scheme

Science City, From Page 1

He said the Science City will
provide “experiment-based
immersive learning ambience
to inculcate a spirit of inquiry,
foster creative talent and cre-
atescientifictemper”. It will in-
clude both indoor and outdoor
exhibits as well as year-long
regular activities, he added.
“It will focus on frontier ar-
eas of S&T and infotainment
and will be conceptualised in
such amanner thatitis attrac-
tive and useful to students,
teachers and general public,”
the minister said, adding that
maintenance of the projectwill
be funded by the state govern-

state governments at

Rs118.14 crore and Rs 114.56
crore, respectively.

“Itwillactasamajorattrac-
tion by presenting science and
technology in a stimulating
and engaging environment,
which is educational and en-
tertaining for people of all
ages,” Boseraju said.
» Science City, Page 3B

ment “until it becomes finan-
cially self-sustainable”.

The government is chasing
another ambitious project
aimed at attracting invest-
ments.

Industries Minister M B Pa-
tilis pushing for a Knowledge,
Health, Innovation & Re-
search (KHIR) City on 1,000-
2,000 acres at a distance of
50-80 km from Bengaluru.
He hopes Siddaramaiah will
announce this project in the
budget.

Patil has said that the KHIR
City has an investment poten-
tial of Rs 40,000 crore and will
create one lakh jobs over five
years.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&3B, Feb, 7, 2024
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TRILLION-DOLLAR PROMISE

UP’sracetonowhere

UP must focus
spending on education,
healthcare, not on fancy
infrastructure; and its
messaging on facts, not
bluster

VASU KRISHNAMURTHY

am Mandir has been inaugurat-

ed,and Ayodhyahasgotaswanky

ew airport, too. Uttar Pradesh is

basking in all that glory. Now, perhaps,

wemayreturntomore mundane, bread-

and-butter issues concerning India’s
largeststate by population.

Much has been claimed about UP’s
development. It is the singular pitch of
the currentdispensation’s estimated Rs
50-crore-per-dayadvertising campaign
promising tomake UPa$l trillionecon-
omy, parroted from PM Modi’s pres-
entation to BRICS in 2019 about mak-
ing India a $5 trillion economy by 2024,
with UPdriving thatgrowth. What’sthe
reality?

Agoodplacetostartwould betostudy
two districts, both drivers of growth,
one of which is in UP, and the other
elsewhere.

Thefirstis Bengaluru. The Bengaluru
UrbanDistrictisthe third richestdistrict
in India, with a per capita income (PCI)
of $6,500. Bengaluru has a population
of over 12 million that delivers a GDP of
$110billion (2022).Ithousesthousands of
technology companiesandstart-upsthat
together employ over three million peo-
ple.Bengaluruisthe engine forKarnata-
ka’s growth-16% ofthestate’s population
drives over 40% of the state’s GSDP.

The other is Gautam Buddha Nagar
thatcomprises the satellite town of Noi-
da. GBNagar generatesa GDP of $26.5
billion and contributes roughly 10% of
UP’sGSDP. Withapopulation of 2.3 mil-
lion people, GB Nagar has the second
highest per capitaincomein the country
0f$10,000, albeit over a smaller base of
a concentrated population that lives in
this district, fuelled by its satellite town.
In other words, 1% of UP’s population
contributes 10% of its GSDP.

Noida is a satellite city of Delhi, es-
tablished by authoritarian diktat to
decongest New Delhi during the Emer-
gency, and though it forms a part of
the National Capital Region (NCR) of
India,itactuallyisa partof UPandliesin
the district of GB Nagar. Satellite towns
like GB Nagar, Gurugram, Faridabad,
Hosur and Mohali draw their strength
from their planet towns - Delhi (which
has the highest PCI of the country at
$11,000), Bengaluru, and Chandigarh.
Nothing intrinsically lay in these satel-

lite towns that would otherwise explain
their exponential growth.

The planet town, in turn, has seen
several prior decades of development
--and atthe base of thisishuman capital,
arules-based system of governance that
allows for quality education and health-
care, besides maintenance of law and
order. Notso much, infrastructure!

Bengaluru has grown and surpassed
Mumbaiand Delhidespiteitsinfrastruc-
ture, not because of it. It was the talent
of engineers, medical professionals,
graduates and ITI diploma-holders
that led to many companies establish-
ingthemselvesin Bengaluru. Infosys, for
instance, establisheditselfin Bengaluru
in198l.

Noida derived all of this initially from
Delhi -- ATIMS, Delhi University, IIT-D,
JNU, etc. In fact, HCL, that other IT
behemoth, saw its origins in the NCR
regionin1976. GBNagar has taken that
many decades to stand on its own feet
and justify Asia’s largest airport today,
butits development is restricted to two
million people. Bengaluru’s develop-
mentis spread over six times that.

Another way to look at UP is to com-
pare two states. UP recently took over
from Tamil Nadu as the state with the
second highest GSDPinthe country. Ta-
milNadu haseightdistrictsout of 38 that
account for 50% of its GDP, spreading
growth evenly. The state’surbanisation
stands at 49% across 15 districts and
52% of the state’s GSDP comes from
services. ItsPClat$3,500is three times
thatof UP.

Data shows that it will take decades
for UP to achieve real GSDP growth. In
2023, 46 districts out of 75 were below
the already low PCI of the state ($1,300
in 2022-23), let alone the national aver-
age ($2,400). Of the 20 districts thatav-
erage ahigher PCI, 18 lieinacontiguous
belt across western UP alongside NCR
and account for 60% of the state’s GSDP,
derived from agriculture, manufactur-
ing, public administration, and defence

sectors, excluding Noida and its IT.

There is only so much you can grow
these sectors by. With this skew, how
doestheRs1.1lakh crorebeingspenton
infrastructure and a flagship initiative
like ODOP (One District One Product)
even begin to bear fruit? At last count,
two years of effort has thrown up just
Rs 1,600 crore of revenue from ODOP,
some .000001% of the state’s GSDP. It
isestimated thatmostofthe 3millionla-
bourerswhowereaskedtoreturnto UP
post-Covid have left UP again, despite
a massive exercise by the government
to map their skills to jobs. That is be-
cause a bulk of the migrant labourers
were unskilled.

UP’s focus, therefore, must be edu-
cation and healthcare. If we agree that
human capital lies at the basis of a na-
tion’s/city’s growth, then the bluster
contradicts the budgetaryallocation for
education. UP’s budget for educationis
Rs 80,000 croreforapopulation of 230
million, orjustfourtimesthatfor the city
of Delhi with 30 million people. Itis not
surprisingtonote thatthe private sector
follows the government’s lead and just
7% of the ‘proposed’ investment at the
state’s Global Investor Summit was for
highereducation. UP’shealthcarespend
isasimilarstory.

UPs contribution to India’s GDP is
8.25%, and ranks second after Mahar-
ashtra. There should be no pridein this
rank as it is mostly population and in-
flation-driven. UP’s population is three
times that of Tamil Nadu, whose GDP
it just overtook. UP will take 16 years of
sustained GSDP growthat9%tobecome
a$ltrillion economy fromtoday, not the
5-year promise made by the ‘double-en-
ginesarkar’in 2019!

Maharashtra, which is growing at
6.8%, Tamil Nadu, and Karnataka will
reach the $1 trillion GSDP faster than
UP. Importantly, in five years, per cap-
ita income in UP will still be 32% lower
than India’s current PCIL. This means,
concentration of wealth in UP with a
few,surrounded bywidespread poverty.

Districts like Chitrakoot, Mahoba,
Bundelkhand, Balrampur, Bharaich,
Shravasti, to name a few, are actually
seeing a drop in PCI. The Niti Aayog
re-calibrated the population living in
povertyinthe state to 40%.

Given all this, when the state govern-
mentclaimsinthe Assembly thatunem-
ploymenthasdroppedto4%andgrowth
will be at 19%, we need to worry. In my
experience, industry decision-makers
find this messaging misleading. Facts
must lieat the basis of good, considered
policy decisions. Anyone indulging in
blusterisdoingthe countryand the state
agraveinjustice.

(Thewriterrunsa Corporate Finance
practise headquarteredin Bengaluru)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Feb, 8, 2024
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Tech start-up investment in
State fell 72% in 2023: Study

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka’s tech start-up
ecosystem witnessed a de-
cline in funding in 2023
compared to the previous
year, said a study by
Tracxn Technologies, a da-
ta intelligence market
research platform.

Tech start-ups in the
State received a funding of
$3.4 billion in 2023, a 72%
plunge from the $12.2 bil-
lion raised in 2022, and an
83% decline from the $20.4
billion raised in 2021.

“This decline could be
attributed to the prevailing
macroeconomic  condi-
tions and geopolitical is-
sues,” said the report re-
leased by Tracxn here on
Thursday. It further said:
“The funding trends wit-
nessed in Karnataka was si-
milar to that of the glo-

‘The decline could be

attributed to prevailing

macroeconomic
conditions and
geopolitical issues’

bal trends.” In terms of
city-wise funding in 2023,
Bengaluru was the leader.
Start-ups based in the city
raised $3.4 billion in 2023,
while those based in Hub-
balli raised $121,000.

At all ages

Early-stage funding in 2023
stood at $784 million in
funding, a drop of 71%
from the $2.7 billion raised
during the previous year.
Seed-stage funding fell 54%
to $294 million from the
$643 million raised in
2022. The calendar saw
late stage investments also
declining at 74% to $2.3 bil-
lion compared with $8.9

Source: The Hindu, p.10, Feb. 9, 2024

24

billion a year ago, the study
said. On ticket size, the re-
port found, only eight over
$100 million funds hap-
pened in tech start-up
space in 2023, as against 26
and 44 such rounds in
2022 and 2021, respective-
ly. Further, no new un-
icorns emerged in this
space in 2023, a sharp con-
trast from seven unicorns
in 2022 and 18 in 2021.

Accel, Wellfound, and
LetsVenture were the top
investors in the State till
date, said Tracxn. We
Founder Circle, Y Combi-
nator, and 100X.VC were
the top seed-stage inves-
tors, Accel, Lightspeed
Venture Partners, and Ka-
laari Capital led early-stage
funding, while Footpath
Ventures, Founders Circle
Capital, and DST Global
were the top late-stage in-
vestors.

Back to Contents




EDUCATION

Govt yet to name members for panels
on admissions, fee determination

Chairpersons to committees

were nominated

inOctober 2023

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

mittees - one to oversee
admissions, and another to
determine fees for professional
courses-have been reducedto
“namesake”bodies asthe state
government has not nominat-

It looks like the two com-

ed members to these panels.
Both the committees are
headed by retired High Court
judges. The government ap-
pointed the judges as com-
mittee chairpersons in Octo-
ber 2023, but even after four
months, it has not issued an
order to nominate members.

These committees are
important in the interest of
students as they address the
complaints/issues related to
admissions and fee issues in
professional colleges. As per
the norms, after constituting
the committee, the govern-
ment should issue communi-
cation to the chairperson of
the committee, asking him to
nominate two people. Once
the names are recommended,
the government will send ap-
proval.

According to sources, the
committees are currently
hearing the complaints filed

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Feb, 4, 2024
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by students with the ex-officio
members. The vice-chancel-
lors of respective universities
and principal secretary of the
respective departmentare the
other members.

Asexplained by the sources,
this was the scenario during
the previous tenure of the com-
mittees too. “Even when the
term of the members expired,
the government did not both-
er to nominate, which led to
pendency of complaints. Even
now the vice-chancellor and
the department officials are
not available all the time and
this causesdelavinaddressing

Free bicycle scheme for

the complaints,” sources said.

For current academic year,
by the time the government
appointed the committees,
theadmissions to professional
colleges were completed. In
the absence of the commit-
tees, the Karnataka Exam-
ination Authority forwarded
the complaints to the higher
education, medical education
departmentsand RajivGandhi
University of Health Sciences.

The members, who have
served the committees during
previous tenure, have not re-
ceived honorariumyet, sources
said.

schoolkids likely to ae a comeback

School education
dept sends proposal
to CM for approval

vy

BENGALURU, DHNS

he government is likely

I to re-introduce the free

bicycles scheme for class

8 students at government and
aided schools in the state.

The department of school
education and literacy has
submitted a proposal to the
chief minister, requesting him
to approve re-introduction of
freebicyclesscheme whichwas
discontinued from the2020-21
academicyear, dueto Covid-19
pandemic and long closure of
schools.

Sources from the depart-
ment confirmed the proposal
and said, there were very few
budget proposals from the de-
partmentthisyearand bicycles
wasamajor one.

7t y
[ / )

is schee hadinthe at helped inincreasingen

S
rolment of

female students in schools. The dropout rate at the primary
school level had also decreased. PHOTO FOR REPRESENTATION

“Astherewasapriorinstruc-
tion not to submit many new
proposals, we have decided to
request for re-introduction of
the free bicycles scheme as a
major announcement,” said
an official source from the de-
partment.

Asshared by thedepartment
officials, there was demand for
bicycles from children and par-
entsenrolledinschoolsinrural
areas.

“This scheme even helped

in increasing enrolment of fe-
male students in schools. The
dropout rate at the primary
school level had decreased
when the scheme was active,”
sources said.

Itcanberecalled that Minis-
ter School Education and Lit-
eracy Madhu Bangarappahad
told the Legislative Council
during the session in Belagavi
that the governmentis keen on
re-introducing the scheme.

As per estimates, the de-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A, Feb, 4, 2024
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partment needs around Rs
700 crore to Rs 800 crore to
distribute bicycles for class 8
students (boys and girls).

“We had submitted a pro-
posal during the 2022-23 aca-
demicyear, butit was rejected
by the finance department,”
the sources said.

The freebicycle schemewas
launched by B S Yediyurappa
when he was chief minister in
2006-07.

Though it was only for girl
students in the first year, con-
sidering the demand, it was
extended for boys. However,
students in Bengaluru South
and North districts, Dharwad,
Kalaburagi, Belagavi, Mysuru
and Davangere districts were
notcovered under thescheme.

The department has also
proposed to extend the egg
distribution scheme from
twice a week currently to five
daysaweek.

This follows healthimprove-
ments among kids due to the
scheme and also following
demands by parents and chil-
dren, official sources said.
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Environment

DECCAN HERALD

22 K’taka plastic firms, among
687 nationwide, face closure

CPCB gives 10-day deadline
to explain green violations

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

whopping 687 Plastic

Producers, Importers,

nd Brand Owners (PI-

BOs), including 22in Karnata-

ka, are on the brink of closure

due to their non-compliance

with environment protection
rules.

In a notice dated January
15, the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCB) has given
these units a 10-day window
to explain their failure to fol-
low the Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) rules.
Despite being granted ample
time for compliance, the units

now face the prospectof puni-
tive action.

Regulations prohibit PI-
BOs from operating without
proper registration obtained
through the centralised EPR
portal. After securing clear-
ance, they are required to file
annual returns on plastic pack-
aging waste as partof fulfilling
their EPR obligations.

InOctober 2023, the CPCB
extended the deadline for
industries to submit their re-
turns to November 30, warn-
ing that a penalty of Rs 5,000
per tonne would be imposed
onnon-compliant PIBOs.

The CPCB said the 687

Several Plastic Producers, Importers, and Brand Owners

A i &

(PIBOs) face flak due to their non-compliance with
environment protection rules. oH FILE PHOTO

units submitted applications
under the PIBO category, but
these were not approved as
the pollution boards sought
additional details. The notice
states: “The EPR obligations
for 2022-23 have not been

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Feb, 5, 2024
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fulfilled and the annual re-
port not filed by your unit as
the complete application for
grant of registration is yet to
bere-submitted... Continuing
operations as PIBO and intro-
ducing plastic packagingin the

economy without obtaining
registration... is in violation
of the Plastic Waste Manage-
ment Rules, 2016.”

The CPCB has directed the
687 units to provide reasons
why their operations should
not be closed, and penalties
imposed.

“Your unit is hereby given
an opportunity to submit a
reply or take necessary action
within 10 days of this notice,
failing which appropriate
action will be taken,” CPCB
chairman Tanmay Kumar
said.

Effortsto obtainaresponse
from Karnataka State Pollu-
tion Control Board (KSPCB)
officials regarding actions
against the violators were un-
successful.

The KSPCB had previously
faced controversy when cen-
tral authorities uncovered a
case involving fake EPR cer-
tificates from an industry.



Water levels in Cauvery basin
dams deplete alarmingly

KRS has water only upto 35%
of its storage capacity

SHILPAP
MYSURU, DHNS

he water levels in the

I reservoirs in the Cauv-

ery basin have reduced
alarmingly.

The storage of water in the
Krishna Raja Sagar (KRS) res-
ervoir stoodatjust 35%, Kabini
dam 66%, Harangiand Hema-
vathi dams 30% each, of their
respective gross capacities, as
on Sunday.

Also, the storageinthe KRS
damis51%lessand Hemavathi
34% less, compared to their
storage on the corresponding
daylastyear.

On Sunday, the water lev-
el in the KRS dam was 91.84
feet as against its maximum
capacity 0f124.80 feet; Kabini
dam had water up to 2,272.44
(against full reservoir level of
2,284 feet); Hemavathi dam
had 2,891.39 feet of water

(againstits capacity 2,922 feet)
and thewaterlevel at Harangi
reservoir was 2,831.61 feet as
against its capacity of 2,859
feet.

Interms of storage capacity,
the KRS dam has 17.08 tmcft
of wateras against its capacity
49.45 of tmcft. The storage ca-
pacity was 34.95 tmcft on the
corresponding day last year.

Hemavathi has 14.85 tmcft
as against its capacity 37.10
tmeftandlastyearithad 22.34
tmcft.

Kabini has 12.95 tmcft as
againstitscapacity19.52 tmcft
and lastyearon thesame day it
had12.41 tmcft.

Harangi had 3.42 tmcft
as against its capacity 8.50
tmeft and last year it had 3.29
tmceft.

As much as 3.35 tmcft of
water is required per month
to meet the drinking water
needs of Bengaluru (2 tmcft),

TheKrishnarajasagar dam in Srirangapatna taluk of Mandya district has 17.08 cft
water as against its capacity 49.45 tmcft. PHOTO BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Mysuru (0.75 tmcft), Man-
dya, Chamarajanagar and
Ramanagara (0.60 tmcft) till
the end of water year (June
2023-May 2024).

Before the state started re-
leasing water to Tamil Nadu,
on August 5, 2023, the max-
imum water level of the KRS

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Feb, 5, 2024
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dam was 113.44 feet, Kabini
was 2,282.73 feet, Hemavathi
2,915.05 feetand Harangidam
was 2,858.65 feet.

Deficit rainfall

The state received 38% deficit
north-east monsoon showers
from October to December

(including 31% deficit rainfall
in south interior Karnataka,
1% excess in Mysuru and 15%
deficitin the Malnad area,10%
deficit rainfall in Kodagu, in
the Cauvery basin). Karnata-
ka received 25% deficit south-
west monsoon rain from June
to September.
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Activists express concern over 70%
of fire-fighting vehicles being old

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Ahead of the fire season,
wildlife activists have ex-
pressed concern over how
the Forest Department
would be able to deploy fire
extinguishing vehicles in
the event of fires, consider-
ing that 70% of these vehi-
cles are over 15 years old.

With the Ministry of
Road Transport and High-
ways banning the use of
vehicles which are over 15
years old, activists said that
this rule will affect the Kar-
nataka State Fire and Emer-
gency Services (KSFES) as
70% of its fire extinguishing
vehicles are over 15 years
old. The Forest Depart-
ment, meanwhile, plans to
write to Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways in
this regard.

Forest fire season
“The forest fire season is
fast approaching. But

KSFES is handicapped to
assist the Karnataka Forest
Department, in the even-
tuality of a fire breakout in
its forest landscapes. Unfor-
tunately, KSFES has not
been given funds to indent
for new fire tenders. Even if

Wildlife activists have expressed concern over how the Forest
Department will be able to deploy fire extinguishing vehicles in the
event of fires. FILE PHOTO

funds are granted in Febru-
ary 2024, it will take a mini-
mum of two years to re-
place all old fire tenders of
the KSFES department,”
said Joseph Hoover, wildlife
activist and former mem-
ber, State Board for Wil-
dlife. He added that if the
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways insists that
the department should re-
place its vehicles, it will se-
verely impact forests, hou-
seholds and establishments
across all districts in
Karnataka.

He said that while Direc-
tor General of Police,
KSFES, Kamal Pant has

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Feb. 7, 2024
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written four letters to the
Minister of Road Transport
and Highways Nitin Gadka-
ri, requesting time to re-
plenish, but the response
hasn’t been encouraging.

He said that the January
16, 2023, notification of the
Union Transport Ministry
has exempted special pur-
pose vehicles from this reg-
ulation.

The 15-year rule does not
apply to special purpose
vehicles (armoured and
other specialised vehicles)
used for operational pur-
poses for the defence of the
country and maintenance
of law and order and inter-

nal security.

“Considering that our
forests are vulnerable to
fire during summer, Nitin
Gadkari could relax the
rules for the fire services
department too. The spe-
cial purpose vehicles tag
should also be made applic-
able to fire tenders also.
The least the Central go-
vernment could do is ex-
empt the January 16, 2013
notification, at least until
the fire season is over and
budgetary allocation is
made for the purchase of
new fire tenders,” he
added.

Dept. aware of problem
Brijesh Kumar Dikshit,
Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests, said that the de-
partment is aware of this
and would seek an exten-
sion of one year for using
the existing fire extinguish-
ing vehicles.

“The vehicles are owned
by the KSFES and not the
Forest Department. Howev-
er, we will be moving a re-
quest to the Ministry of
Road Transport and High-
ways to give an extension
for one year as the fire sea-
son is approaching,” he
said.
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Scientists to study forest blomass in three regions

Projecttocover
forestsinK'taka,
Kerala, MP

R ga—

R KRISHNAKUMAR
BENGALURU, DHNS

s the NASA-Isro Syn-
thetic Aperture Radar
NISAR) programme

picks pace with a series of pre-
launch data validation exer-
cises, Isro has commissioned
scientists to undertake a proj-
ect to assess forest biomass in

three regions - Shlvamogga
in Karnataka, Nilambur in
Kerala, and Hoshangabad in
Madhya Pradesh.

The parameters measured
in these regions, which in-
clude tree species, tree height
and girth, canopy density, and
wood and soil moisture, will
be used to calibrate and vali-
date data from the regions, as
mapped by NISAR.

NISAR, a low earth orbit
observatory with a dual-fre-
quency radar system jointly
developed by NASA and Isro,
is designed to map the entire
globein12 days.

It can generate high-reso-
lution data that track chang-

es in the earth’s ecosystems,
from ice mass to vegetation
to ocean levels and natural
hazards like earthquakes and
tsunamis. The space agencies
are planning a2024launch for
the mission.

Led by Girish Gopinath, as-
sociate professor and head of

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1, Feb, 7, 2024
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remote sensingand GISatthe
Kerala University of Fisheries
and Ocean Studies (KUFOS),
thescientists will collect Lidar
(Light Detectionand Ranging,
aremote-sensing tool to study
the earth’s surface), optical
and in situ data over forest
inventory plots in the three
regions.

The first phase of the KU-
FOS-led project involved the
validation of ground truth data
from the regions. In January,
Isro’s Space Applications
Centre (SAC) in Ahmedabad
approved thesecond phase, on
abudgetof Rs 44 lakh.

The ground-measured data
and drone-based Lidarand op-

tical data from the inventory
plots will be used to validate
one of NISAR’s key science
products - the forest Above
Ground Biomass or the total
mass of living matter withina
given unitof forest area.

Underthe NISAR utilisation
programme, SAC has identi-
fied multiple areas of engage-
ment with India’s scientific
community that include cali-
bration and validation of data
and science products from
NISAR.

Estimating forest biomass
and carbon sequestration
potential of Indian forests is
one of the identified research
areas.



Rain gives biggest push to
groundwater table: Report

Lakes, Tanks
Not Found To
Play Big Role

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Contrary to
ongoing efforts to recharge
the groundwater table
across Karnataka, especial-
ly in and around Bengaluru
region, by filling up lakes
and tanks, the annual report
on ‘Dynamic Groundwater
Resources of Karnataka
2023’ has revealed that natu-
ralrainfall results inthe hig-
hest recharge of groundwa-
ter table.

Of 18.9 billion cubic met-
res(BCM)of recharge obser-
ved across Karnataka, the
lakes and tanks contributed
only 0.5 BCM, while natural
rainfall accounted for the
highest contribution of 10.3
BCM, according to the re-
port. Among the districts,
Belagavi tops with the hig-
hest percentage of ground-
water recharge, while Beng-
aluru Urban and Rural dis-
tricts occupy the last spots.

According to officials at
the Ground Water Directora-
te of Karnataka, groundwa-
ter table recharge happens
through six methods —rain-
fall, groundwater irrigation
(GWI), canals, tanks-ponds,
surface water irrigation
(SWI), and water conserva-
tion structures (WCS).

Rainfall was the biggest
contributor, followed by re-
turn flow from SWIand GWI
at 4.9 BCM and 2.2 BCM, re-
spectively, the report stated.

Elaborating further on
the study, a minor irrigation
department official said ra-
infall data from three diffe-
rent agencies and the availa-
bility of water in various
waterbodies during 2022 we-
reconsidered toestimate the
recharge rate. “While asses-
sing recharge through lakes
and tanks, we normally con-
sider 60% of the water spre-
ad area against the number
of days the water lasts. Ho-
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Bengaluru Rura| s
Bengaluru Urban M
Bidar Me—
Chamarajanagar Se—
Chikkaballapura mes—
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Vijayapura s | Rainfall

DISTRICT-WISE RECHARGE | Nitrate-polluted water in B’luru
FROM VARIOUS SOURCES

~888888

WAYS TO RECHARGE:

Estimating the status of groundwater across Kar-
nataka, officials have also assessed the quality of
groundwater by collating data from Central Ground
Water Board and Ground Water Directorate. “While
fluoride contamination was noticed in 14 taluks, largely
in North Karnataka, salinity was seen in 17 taluks. Due
to anthropogenic activities, nitrate contamination was
noticed in 41 taluks, including Bengaluru North and
Yelahanka taluks in Bengaluru. In 12 taluks, uranium
contamination was observed, including Madhugiri

in Tumakuru, Bangarpet and Mulabagilu in Kolar,
Chintamani in Chikkaballapura, and Nagamangala in
Mandya,” the report stated.

dwater table recharge happens

through rain, groundwater irrigation, canals, tanks,

03
Canals

surface water irrigation, & water conservation structures

CPONENT-WISE RECHARGE (BCM)

4.9

SWI

Source: Dynamic Groundwater Resources of Karnataka 2023
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wever, in Kolar and Chikka-
ballapur districts, where KC
and HN Valley projects are
under progress, it was obser-
ved that there was100% avai-
lability of water all through
the year as they were filled
up with treated water,” the
official explained.

Recharging of ground-
water table by lakes and
ponds is measured in terms
of metres per hectare per
day, which is the overall in-
crease in the groundwater
level calculated in terms of
the hectares over which the
waterbody nearby is spread
onadaily basis.

“Among the districts, Be-
lagavi topped the list by re-
charging 1,25,931.4 metres
per hectare per day (ham),
followed by Uttara Kannada
and Vijayapura. Bengaluru
Rural occupied the bottom
placeforminimumrecharge

with just 20,676.2 ham. Bar-
ringBallari, Davanagere, Kop-
pal, Mandya, Raichur, Bagal-
kot, Haveri, Hassan, Ramana-
gara and Kolar districts, whe-
re recharge was largely
through SWI due to vast com-
mand area, all other districts
witnessed the highest rechar-
ge through rainfall,” explai-
ned another official.

NS Boseraju, minister
for minor irrigation, said,
“Whenever there is more ra-
infall, it directly recharges
the groundwater through se-
epage and percolation. But
in drought conditions, it is
largely lakes and ponds that
help recharge groundwater.
However, silt and other sedi-
mentationonlakebedscould
have prevented the percola-
tion of water. I've already di-
rected experts and scientists
to analyse and list out the
possible obstacles, and sug-

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Feb. 7, 2024
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gest measures to increase
the rate of groundwater re-
charge through lakes and
ponds.”

Fallin extraction

Amid concern over deple-
ting groundwater table le-
vels, Ground Water Directo-
rate officials have observed
that the ‘stage of extraction’
(SOE) of groundwater is on
the decline across Karnata-
ka, barring in Chikkaballa-
pur. “SOE isnothingbut how
much groundwater you ut-
ilize with respect to the re-
charge. While the SOE was
69.9% in 2022, the same has
come down to 66.3% in 2023.
Similarly, in Kolar, it was
181% in 2022 and was down to
172% in 2023. However, in
Chikkaballapur, the extrac-
tion has increased from
146% to 153%,” an engineer
explained.



Why govt colleges are top
choice for MBBS students

Just 10 Among The First 2,000 NEET Ranks Chose Private
Medical. Colleges, And 6 Of Them Went To CMC Vellore

@timesgroup.com
g ) 7 hen it comes to choos-
\ ing a medical college,
high-ranking stu-
dents in the entrance test
overwhelmingly prefer govt
colleges, especially the older
and well-established ones that
also happen to have the lowest
annual fees.

That’s the conclusion
from National Medical Com-
mission’s data on over 1 lakh
MBBS admissions across In-
dia in 2023-24. However, data
for admissions to 20 function-
al AIIMS and JIPMER - alto-
gether 2,269 seats — and four
other colleges that account
for 420 seats isn’t included.

Delhi And Kerala
Are Top Choices

TOI analysed this mega-set
of NEET ranks to arrive at
the median rank (midpoint
0% of admissions are
ranked lower than the medi-
an) of admissions to each col-
lege. Delhi, with several well-
known medical colleges and
no post-MBBS bond, appears
to be the top choice. Without
data from AIIMS-Delhi or
any other AIIMS, Maulana

TIMES Special

Azad Medical College in
Delhi tops the chart with the
highest median rank of 1,112.
Banaras Hindu University’s
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences is in second place with
a median rank of 1,325, fol-
lowed by Vardhman Mahavir
Medical College attached to
Delhi’s Safdarjung Hospital
(median rank 2,718).

Calculating median
rank of a state

et’s take the case of Delhi.

Data is available for 1,114
seats in govt medical colleges
in Delhi. The median rank of
the students who got
admission into these colleges
is 4,597 - meaning, 50% of
those who took admission in
Delhi scored above this rank,
and 50% below. So, the
median rank of Delhi is 4,597.
Similarly, 1,752 students were
admitted into govt medical
colleges in Kerala. The median
rank of those who got
admission was 12,592 - which
is also Kerala’s median rank.

Govt colleges in Delhi have
a median rank of 4,597. Kera-
la, where govt college annual
fees range from Rs 20,000 to Rs
30,000, and there is no bonded
service after MBBS, has the
next highest median rank for
govt colleges (12,592). Even
pvt medical colleges in Kerala
have a relatively high median
rank (96,600) as the average
fee is less than Rs 7 lakh annu-
ally. In fact, their median rank
would be even higher if the
deemed university of Amrita
School of Medicine in Kochi

OPERATION
ADMISSION

TOP 10 GOVT COLLEGES BY MEDIAN RANK*

College name
Maulana Azad Medical College, New Delhi 1112
Institute of Medical Sciences, BHU, Varanasi 1325
Vardhman Mahavir Medical College & Safdarjung Hospital, Delhi 2718
SMS Medical College, Jaipur 2,886
King George Medical University, Lucknow 3,095
B J Medical College, Ahmedabad 3271
Madras Medical College, Chennai 3308
Seth GS Medical College, and KEM Hospital, Mumbai 3,667
Government Medical College, Kozhikode, Calicut 3708
University College of Medical Sciences & GTB Hospital, Delhi 4,497
“AIIMS, JIPMER data not included

TOP 10 PVT COLLEGES BY MEDIAN RANK
College name
Christian Medical College, Vellore 18,832
Maharaja Agrasen Medical College, Agroha 20,531
Mahatma Gandhi Institute of Medical Sciences, Sevagram, Wardha | 23,598
Army College of Medical Sciences, Delhi 25213
KJ Somaiya Medical College & Research Centre, Mumbai 38,067
Kasturba Medical College, Manipal 40,130
Bharatratna Atal Bihari Vajpayee Medical College, Pune 41,008
Jubilee Mission Medical College & Research Institute, Thrissur | 41,081
Acharya Shri Chander College of Medical Sciences, Jammu 45,704
M E S Medical College, Malappuram, Kerala 45,830

GOVT COLLEGES: HIGH MEDIAN

slipped below 1 lakh.

Haryana
15,064

India

Govt medical colleges in the top 14 states have a
median NEET rank higher than 30,000, which shows
the bulk of high-scoring students opted for them. In
only eight states, the median rank at govt colleges

Median o5, 35 -
36,383 35k-45k.

IN MOST STATES

J&K

45,704
Arunachal i

Rajasthan
134887 | 635,558

Nagaland
3,14,944
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55k—70k
12,592 70k-85k I 2 96,600
85k-1L 0 3
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PVT COLLEGES: MEDIAN ABOVE 1 LAKH RARE
The median rank for all private colleges taken together
was 2,05,975 - almost six times lower than the overall
median rank at govt colleges. Pvt colleges in only

four states - Delhi, Kerala, Jharkhand and J&K - had a
median rank higher than 1 lakh.

Median rank
45k-55K

in  SSK-10L
India 7,75 s
Median 15,200

2,05,975 20L-25L
{ 251-30L

Puducherry
5,96,237

[TINA- Not available because these states do not have any pvt college, or in the case of Sikkim, no govt college

with an annual fee of Rs 19
lakh is left out.

Demand For Cheap
Pvt Colleges

CMC Vellore has the high-
est median rank (18,832)
among pvt colleges, fol-
lowed by Maharaja Agrasen
Medical College in Haryana
(20,531) which is govt-aid-
ed though run by a trust.
MGIMS-Wardha  (23,598),
which gets the bulk of its
funding from the Centre
and Maharashtra govt, is
third. Annual tuition fees in
these three colleges are Rs
52,000, Rs 1.8 lakh and over
Rs 1.6 lakh, respectively, the
lowest among pvt colleges.
Affordability thus seems to
have a very high impact on
students’ choice.

Bottom Rung Can
Be Very Costly

Rajasthan’s pvt medical
colleges have the lowest
median rank of 6.38 lakh,
behind Puducherry’s pvt
colleges (5.96 lakh median
rank).

However, Sri Lakshmi
Narayana Institute of Med-
ical Sciences, Puducherry
has the lowest overall medi-
an rank (10.4 lakh), behind
Pacific Medical College in
Udaipur, Rajasthan (8.82
lakh). Yet, these colleges
have among the highest
fees for MBBS - Rs 23 lakh
and Rs 21 lakh per year, re-
spectively, for state quota
seats, and in case of Pacific
Medical College, Rs 35 lakh
per year for management
quota seats.

Steep Penalty
Is A Deterrent

However, fees alone don’t
determine choice. Assam’s
govt colleges, for example,
have low annual tuition fees
(Rs 20,000-28,000), but the
mainstream perception that
they are far away, and the
very high penalty of Rs 30
lakh for not doing one year
of rural service after gradu-
ation, deter top-rankers.

In fact, this is true for
most govt colleges in the
North-East. Yet, Haryana
with the longest bond of
five years, a penalty of Rs
36 lakh, and govt college
fees of Rs 90,000 per year,
has the third highest me-
dian rank in govt colleges.
Clearly, location too is an
important factor.

Source: The Times of India, p.7, Feb. 6, 2024

33



Inclusive intentions,
exclusive outcomes

Parksmeant
onlyforpersons
with disabilities

perpetuate
isolation and
othering

SNEHA PRIYA YANAPPA
AND AKHILESHWARI REDDY

s per the 2011 cen-
sus, Karnataka was
ome to over 10 lakh

persons with disabilities
(PwDs). Thirteenyears later,
this number is only bound
to have increased with the
exponential growth in Kar-
nataka’s population. One
criticalaspectof ensuring the
health and vitality of PwDs,
especially children with dis-
abilities (CwDs), is to ensure
adequate access to inclusive
and accessible play areas. It
is unfortunate to learn that
until 2018, there were only
four accessible parks in Ben-
galuru. Therefore, it was a
welcome development when
the state government, in col-
laboration with the Mindtree
Foundation, announced the
construction of an inclusive
parkfor CwDsin Bengaluru’s
beloved Cubbon Park.

While the park opened
in 2022, a recent article re-
vealed a low turnout. This
revelation is troubling and
begs the question: Why has
the park been mostly un-
used? Currently, the park is
accessible only to CwDs and
their guardians. Although
the physical infrastructure
within the park allows CwDs
to use it freely, the current
segregation from other chil-
dren points to a lack of fore-
thought and understanding
of ‘inclusivity’. ‘Othering’is a
term often used to describe
the act of excluding some
individuals from the larger
group, astheyareseenasdif-
ferent. By making the park
‘exclusive’to CwDs, the state
is further entrenching the
idea that they are somehow
‘different, normalising their
exclusion fromsociety.

In this case, the parents
and guardians of CwDs
have only two options, both
saddening: depriving their
disabled children from play-
ing in these ‘exclusive parks’
to avoid the sting of separa-
tion or allowing them to play
within these parks, but with
no interaction with other
children, further entrench-
ing the ‘othering’.

The question of how these
children are to prove their
disability is worth ponder-
ing. Do they need a doctor’s
note oragovernment-issued
disability certificate? What
about children with invisible
disabilities like ADHD and
autism? This “exclusivity” is
causingthe CwDsthemselves
tosufferandis negativelyim-
pacting their self-esteemand
their right to human dignity.

Itiscrucial to note that the
Rights of Persons with Disa-

bilities Act, 2016 (RPwD Act,
2016) mandates the state
government to ensure that
all public spaces are made
accessible to PwDs. The Act
also guarantees a right to a
cultural life and participa-
tion in recreational activities
for PwDs. The Harmonised
Guidelines and Standards
for Universal Accessibility
in India, 2021 also enunciate
the need to accommodate
CwDsthrough the creation of
therapeutic play areas with-
incities. InKarnataka’s case,
the legislation governing
neighbourhood parks, the
Karnataka Parks, Play-fields
and Open Spaces (Preser-
vation and Regulation) Act,
1985 (KPPO Act, 1985), fails
toaddresstheissue of access
to parks by PwDs, thereby
directly contravening the
RPwD Act, 2016.

There are therefore five
fundamental steps that the
state government needs to
take to make parks truly ac-
cessible to CwDs.

m The government needs
to rethink the idea of inclu-
sion and exclusion to ensure
CwDs are not precluded
from playing with other
children. One suggestion to
cater to children with specif-
ic types of disabilities is to
ensure that they are provid-
ed with “quiet hours” where
they may exclusively access
parks in order to cater to
their sensory needs.

m [t is critical that urban
planning incorporate
accessibility as a norm while
designing parks and other
public spaces, as opposed
to it being a cosmetic after-
thought.

u The KPPO Act, 1985, must
be amended to ensure that
“universal design” is an inte-
gral part of park design and
maintenance in Karnataka.
m [tisimportant to acknowl-
edge that the buck does not
stop with merely making
parks accessible; local au-
thorities are also responsi-
ble for ensuring that these
spaces are maintained. For
instance, Coles Park, which
was the first ever accessible
park in India, has now be-
come unusable due to a lack
of maintenance and upkeep.
It is also necessary that the
KPPO Act, 1985, be amended
to lay down minimum stand-
ards of maintenance as well
as periodicaudits of all parks.
u While the intent behind
the creation of a park for
CwDs on the premises of
Cubbon Park is well placed,
it may be crucial for the
state government to iden-
tify neighbourhood parks
that can be made accessible
and inclusive for CwDs.
There is a need to acknowl-
edge that CwDs do not face
problems unless their sur-
roundings are designed in a
manner that creates prob-
lems for them.

(Sneha Priya Yanappa is
a senior resident fellow, and
Akhileshwari Reddy is an
associate fellow at the Vidhi
Centre for Legal Policy)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Feb, 8, 2024
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PAVAN KUMAR H
HUBBALLI, DHNS

Despite stringent legal pro-
visions, Karnataka has lost
around 25,767 acres of forest
land dueto encroachmentbe-
tween 2014 and 2023.
Ofthel4forestcirclesinthe
state, Kalaburagi circle, which
has one of the least forested

DECCAN HERALD

State lost 26,000 acres of forests to encroachersin 9 years

areas, lost the highest forest
cover — 6,333 acres -- during
this period.

Forest department offi-
cials attribute this loss to po-
rous borders and staff short-
age. The department, over the
decade, hasfiled 6,611 cases.

According to experts, Shi-
vamogga, Chikkamagaluru,
Canara, Kodagu and Hassan

circles have been reporting a
large number of forest land

encroachment for cultivation.
Bengaluru, the state’s biggest
forest circle, is witnessing en-
croachment for both agricul-
ture and “development”.
“People of Chikkamagaluru
havealreadystarted facingthe
consequences of encroach-
ment,” said a Chikkamagalu-
ru-based wildlife activist.
» Forests, Page 8

Forests, fromPage 1

Chikkamagaluru circle,
known for its coffee estates
and green-covered moun-
tains, has reported encroach-
ment of 5,864 acres of forest
land of which Koppa division
alone has seen a diversion of
4,130 acres for agriculture in
thelast10 years.

According to an affidavit
submitted by the forest de-
partment in the high court,
around 2.04 lakh acres of
forest land was encroached
as of 2014 and over 1.10 lakh
cases were pending in various
courts of the state.

Department officials said
eviction has been hampered
bylonglegal processesand the
state government’s decision
to “rehabilitate” farmers who
have encroached upon less

than threeacresof forestland.

The department, in its affi-
davit, mentioned that a large
areaof encroached forestland
isinthe possession of farmers
who own less than three arc-
es of land. Praveen Bhargav,
a former member of the Na-
tional Board for Wildlife said,
“Several court orders have di-
rected state governments to
curbencroachment. However,
every round of regularisation
has set the stage for another
wave of encroachment.”

He said that in 1997, more
than 18,000 cases of pre-1980
encroachments were regula-
rised. “Yet, under the Forest
Rights Act, one lakh claims
of other forest dwellers who
had to establish 75 years of
continuous occupation, have
been granted. This requires
to be reviewed but the Forest

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&8, Feb, 9, 2024
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department has not yet sub-
mitted the GPS coordinates to
Forest Survey of India, as di-
rected by the Supreme Court,”
he said.

Brijesh Kumar Dikshit,
Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests (Head of Forest
Force), said the department
is working towards clearing
encroachments. “In the last
decade, we have evicted more
forestencroachersthan fresh
encroachment cases. The le-
gal process to be followed for
eviction takes time and the
government policy of reha-
bilitating small and marginal
farmers has to be followed
wherever possible. Thissome-
times results in a bit of delay,”
hesaid. He conceded thatone
of the reasons for higher en-
croachment in “lesser green
circles”is staff shortage.

Back to Contents




The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

To address the shortage of
specialist doctors in taluk-
level hospitals and reduce
referrals of patients to dis-
trict hospitals, the State
Health Department has
launched a Bengaluru and
Ballari tele ICU cluster hub
at the Trauma and Emer-
gency Care Centre (TECC)
on Victoria Hospital
premisis here. The depart-
ment is now planning to
start similar hubs in 60
taluk hospitals by next
year.

This project, launched
through a public-private
partnership with the E-Go-
vernance Foundation, will
facilitate the monitoring of
critical patients in rural
hospitals by experts from
the hub hospital (medical
colleges and district hospi-
tals), thereby providing
them timely treatment.

Hubs and spoke centres
Health Minister Dinesh
Gundu Rao said four go-
vernment medical institu-
tions have been created as
hubs and 41 taluk hospi-
tals have been linked to

Health
Tele ICU hubs planned in 60 taluks

to address shortage of specialists

them as spoke centres. As
many as 10 tele ICU beds
have been arranged in
each of these 41 taluk hos-
pitals and superspeciality
care will be available to pa-
tients with the advice of
expert doctors through Al
technologies, he said.
Already, 13 spoke hospi-
tals in the Mysuru division
and 10 in the Belagavi divi-
sion have been integrated
with Mysuru Medical Col-
lege and Research Insti-
tute (MMCRI) and Karnata-
ka Institute of Medical
Sciences (KIMS) in Hub-
balli, resulting in over

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Feb. 3, 2024

Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shiva

X

kumar and Minister of Health Dinesh Gundu Rao during the launch of
Bengaluru and Ballari tele ICU cluster hub in Victoria Hospital on Friday.
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11,000 patients receiving
treatment through tele
ICU services. Besides, nine
taluk hospitals each have
been linked to the Benga-
luru and Ballari tele ICU
cluster. “We are planning
to set up tele ICUs in 60 ta-
luk hospitals next year,”
he said.

Through this project,
the Health Department is
anticipating a reduction in
referrals from spoke hos-
pitals to district-level facil-
ities. “This shift will not
only ease the burden on
healthcare professionals
but also significantly im-

prove patient outcomes,
potentially increasing re-
covery rates by up to 70%.
Additionally, the introduc-
tion of a generative artifi-
cial intelligence-based dig-
ital tool, as part of the first
10-bed ICU scheme in the
State, will streamline pa-
tient care and alleviate the
workload on healthcare
staff,” he said.

Deputy Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar, who in-
augurated the Bengaluru
and Ballari tele ICU cluster
hub, said the facility is a
boon to patients in rural
areas.



State to start doorstep screening
of oral and breast cancers

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

Facilitating early detection
of oral, breast, and cervical
cancers in the population,
the State government is all
set to roll out ‘Gruha Aro-
gya’ under which door-to-
door screening of these
cancers along with other
non-communicable diseas-
es (NCDs) will be taken up.
The scheme — which is
awaiting the State Cabi-
net’s approval — is likely to
be rolled out by the end of
this month in eight dis-
tricts in the initial phase.
People aged above 30 in
every family in Ramanaga-
ra, Tumakuru, Belagavi,
Gadag, Ballari, Yadgir,
Dakshina Kannada, and
Mysuru will be screened.
To create awareness
about cancer, February 4 is
observed as World Cancer
Day. The theme for this
year is ‘Close the care gap’.

February 4 is
observed as World
Cancer Day and the
theme this vear is
‘Close the care gap’

In India, while the leading
cancers among males are
lung, oral cavity, stomach,
colorectum, and oesopha-
gus, in females, cancers of
the breast, cervix, ovary,
and oral cavity are in lead-
ing position.

Srinivasa G., State Depu-
ty Director (Non-Commun-
icable Diseases), told The
Hindu on Saturday
that teams from Health
and Wellness Centres
(HWCs) comprising a com-
munity health officer
(CHO), ASHA workers, and
primary healthcare offic-
ers will visit 20 homes
each in their jurisdiction
on Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Fridays.

“These teams will cover

Source: The Hindu, p.3, Feb. 4, 2024
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nearly 1,000 homes under
each HWC in three months
to screen oral and breast
cancers (and if they have
any symptoms of cervical
cancer) along with dia-
betes and hypertension,
on the doorstep of people.
If the team detects the pos-
sibility of cancer among
those screened, they will
be referred to the nearest
community health centre
or taluk hospital for more
investigations, confirma-
tion, and further course of
treatment. Similarly, peo-
ple with suspected cases of
diabetes and hypertension
will receive teleconsulta-
tion from doctors, and if
confirmed, medication for
three months,” Dr. Sriniva-
sa said. The CHOs will up-
date any positive case on
the NCD portal with their
ABHA IDs to create a data-
base of people with these
diseases and help them ac-
cess medicines.



Second KFD death in State this
year; Health Dept. holds meeting

The Hindu Bureau
SHIVAMOGGA

One more person has died
due to Kyasanur Forest Dis-
ease (KFD), increasing the
death toll due to the viral
infection to two this year.

A 79-year-old person, a
native of Sringeri taluk in
Chikkamagaluru, died in a
private hospital at Manipal
in Udupi district on Friday.
On January 8, an 18-year-
old girl from Hosanagar ta-
luk in Shivamogga died of
the virus in Manipal. So far,
49 positive cases of KFD
have been reported in the
State this year. That in-
cludes 34 in Uttara Kanna-
da, 12 in Shivamogga, and
three in Chikkamagaluru
district.

Following the two
deaths and the increase in
the number of KFD cases,
Commissioner for Health
and Family Welfare De-
partment D. Randeep visit-
ed Shivamogga on Satur-
day and held a meeting
with officers from Shiva-
mogga, Uttara Kannada,
and Chikkamagaluru dis-
tricts. He and other senior
officers of the department
reviewed the preparedness

to tackle the spread of the
disease.

Briefing the media after
the meeting, Mr. Randeep
said that since January 1
this year, the staff collected
2,288 samples from locali-
ties wherever cases were
reported, and among
them, 49 tested positive.
“Two people have died. In
one case, the person was
79 years old and was be-
dridden for other health is-
sues,” he said. “We have re-
leased a guideline and
there is a strict treatment
protocol to be followed,”
he said.

KFD is spread through
ticks in forest areas. People
who visit forest areas to
collect firewood or to graze
cattle attract the disease.
The department had been
distributing DEPA oil, a
tick-repellent liquid, to pe-
ople in affected areas. “So
far, we have distributed
45,926 bottles. Besides
that, we have 32,000 bot-
tles in stock. The supplier
has kept 50,000 bot-
tles ready,” he said.

No vaccine available
Answering a question, Mr.
Randeep said that as of

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Feb. 4, 2024
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now there was no vaccina-
tion for the disease. The
vaccination provided ear-
lier had been found inef-
fective. “We have ap-
proached ICMR  for
vaccination. The institute
has been in touch with In-
dian Immunological Ltd.
for manufacturing of vac-
cines. As the process takes
six to nine months, it
would not be available for
the current season,” he
said.

Regarding the discre-
pancies in reporting the
positive cases at Viral Diag-
nostic Laboratory (VDL),
the officer said the issue
had come to the attention
of the department. A team
of senior officers conduct-
ed an inquiry into the issue
and noticed violation of
protocol. “Suitable action
would be taken if any
wrongdoing was noticed,”
he said.

The officer said that as
of now, all blood samples
were being tested at VDL in
Shivamogga. There had
been a proposal to set up a
lab in Sirsi, Uttara Kannada
district, which needs clea-
rance from the National In-
stitute of Virology in Pune.

Back to Contents




Women save Rs 200 a day in

Highlights overcrowding,
infrequent bus services
during peak hours as
major issues
P i i

BENGALURU, DHNS

‘omen aresaving up to
Rs200adayduetothe
ongoing Shakti scheme,
even as they struggle to manage
overcrowding and infrequent bus
services during the peak hours,a
survey has found.
Prof Alice Mathew, HOD and
Associate Professor with Mount

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Feb, 6, 2024

Carmel College’s Department of
Political Sciences, conceptualised
the survey and executed it with 120
students of her department over a
month.

“Thad conversations with stu-
dents and faculty, who reported that
buses had gotten so crowded after
the scheme was introduced that
they had to stand for most of their
journeys every day. That sparked
theidea to conducta survey,”she
told DH.

Students spoke to women at
bus stands and inside buses to
understand how the Shakti scheme
impacted them after its introduc-
tion in June 2023.

Nearly 96% of the 600 respond-
ents, aged between 16 and 57 years,
viewed the scheme positively,
noting that they had increased

Gender

Shakti scheme, finds survey

Apassenger displays her free ticket
under the Shakti scheme.
DHFILEPHOTO

their frequency of bus travel after
its introduction and found it to be
the cheapest and most convenient

40

What women want

* Introduce AC buses under the
Shakti scheme.

« Improve quality and cleanliness
of buses.

* Have more women conductors
and drivers.

« Online bus tracking system and
aschedule.

 Conduct gender sensitisation
session for drivers and
conductors.

mode of transport, especially to
areas with no metro connectivity.
Several respondents said they
feel safe traveling in buses due to
the high presence of women, post
the scheme’sintroduction, flagging
overcrowding as a major issue.
They suggested bringing AC buses

into the scheme and increasing the
frequency during peak hours.

They also suggested improving
the quality and cleanliness of the
buses, besides induction of women
conductors and drivers. Other sug-
gestions are an online bus tracking
system, a schedule, and holding
gender sensitisation session for
drivers and conductors.

The department intends to
prepare a detailed research paper
on the scheme and publishitina
peer-reviewed journal soon, noted
Prof Mathew.

They will also submit a copy of
the study to the state government to
highlight the impact of the scheme
on women’s mobility and urge the
government to increase the number
of buses to effectively address
overcrowding.

Back to Contents
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Midday meal programme to
be extended during summer
vacation in drought-hit taluks

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

Due to the drought situa-
tion in Karnataka, the State
government has decided to
extend the midday meal
programme to schoolchil-
dren in 223 drought-hit ta-
luks during the summer
vacation. The government
has decided to extend the
programme for 41 days in
April and May. Around 55
lakh government and aid-
ed school children from
classes one to eight will be-
nefit by this.

The Director of ‘PM
Poshan’ of the Department
of School Education has in-
structed all Block Educa-
tion Officers (BEOs) and
Deputy Directors of Public
Instruction (DDPISs) to send
the information regarding
the identification of the
number of children who
are willing to or desire to
receive midday meals in
the summer vacation, be-
fore February 3.

According to the Union
government’s Drought
Management Manual-2020
Drought Mitigation Guide-
lines, the State govern-
ment has surveyed and de-
clared 223 taluks out of the
total 236 as drought-prone
taluks.

The midday meals pro-
gramme will end by April

Midday meals will be served during summer vacation from April 11

to the last week of May. FILE PHOTO

10 for the academic year of
2023-24. Then the summer
vacation midday meals will
start on April 11 and end in
the last week of May.

Consent letter
The government has made
the consent letter from the
parents of the children
willing to receive the mid-
day meals in the summer
vacation mandatory. The
headmasters of schools
should get the consent let-
ter from the parents. Offi-
cials should inform the de-
partment about the
number of children receiv-
ing midday meals at the
school level based on the
letters of consent.
Information is also be-
ing collected from the pa-
rents about where the chil-
dren will be during the

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Feb. 3, 2024
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summer vacation, and
which school should distri-
bute the meals to the chil-
dren. Sources of the de-
partment  said  that
arrangements would be
made to provide midday
meals to the children con-
cerned in the school of
their respective towns.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Sindhu B. Rupesh, Director
of PM Poshan of the De-
partment of School Educa-
tion, said, “We have in-
structed officials to collect
information about children
who are willing to receive
midday meals. After get-
ting the data, we will
submit the proposal to the
Union government to ex-
tend the midday meals
during the summer vaca-
tion and for additional
funds too.”
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Govt takes stock of water
problem in industrial areas

MB Patil, Priyank Kharge

review supply situation

BENGALURU, DHNS

around Bengaluru are fac-

ing “severe”drinking water
problem, Industries Minister
M BPatil said on Monday, while
expressing concern thatindus-
trial growth could suffer if the
issueisnot addressed.

Patil, along with IT/BT &
Rural Development Minister
Priyank Kharge, reviewed the
water supplysituationinindus-

Industrial areas in and

trial areas. Officials from the
BWSSB, KIADB and the rural
water supply department were
present.

“The industrial areas of
Bengaluru Urban, Bengaluru
Rural, Chikkaballapur, Tu-
makuru and Kolar districts
are facing severe drinking
water problems. The Dhar-
wad industrial area requires
45 MLD of drinking water
that can be supplied from the
Hidkalreservoir. Likewise, the

Vijayapuraindustrial areaalso
needs to be supplied with the
same amount of drinking wa-
ter from the Krishna reservoir
daily. The Kalaburagi indus-
trial area needs seven MLD
of drinking water from the
Krishnaand Bhimarivers. The
Ballariindustrialareaneeds13
MLD from the Tungabhadra
dam. The Raichur industrial
area needs 13 MLD from the
Krishna river,” according to a
statement from Patil’s office.

“All the above districts re-
quire a total of 290 MLD of
water daily. If the required wa-
ter supply is not ensured, the
industrial growth of the state
will suffer,” Patil said.

“The industrial areas of Tu-
makuru, Bengaluru, Kolarand
Chikkaballapur located in the

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Feb, 6, 2024
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old Mysururegion havealready
beenusing treated wastewater
for industrial purposes. How-
ever, thereis a severe shortage
ofdrinking waterin these plac-
es. Hence, the availability of
water and sources from which
it can be supplied needs to be
identified. Another meeting
would be held in a week or so,”
Patil said.

He added that the supply
of drinking water to indus-
tries is “a primary responsi-
bility” and “one of the basic
facilities necessary for the
growth of industries” in the
state.

New entity to attract
investments?

Patil on Monday initiated
consultation meetings on

creating a new full-fledged
entity to attract continuous
industrial investments and
promoting reinvestment
from existing industries. Patil
viewed presentations from
consultancy firms Rajneethi
and Boston Consultancy
Group.

Models of many countries
such as Singapore, Taiwan,
Vietnam, Chile and South
Korea have been thoroughly
studied, Patil said.

The minister said that the
‘Invest Chile’ initiative adopt-
ed by Chile was very inter-
esting. An IAS officer will be
appointed as the CEO of the
proposed entity. Stalwarts
of private enterprises will
also be hired on a full-time
basis for the entity.



Many villagers reluctant to apply

for Cauvery water connection

Residents of 110 villages want
BWSSB to complete project

BENGALURU, DHNS

espite the Bangalore

Water Supply and Sew-

erage Board’s (BWSSB)
fervent promises to provide
Cauvery water to the 110 vil-
lages by May, not many res-
idents have opted to get the
connection.

Some residents have paid to
get the connection as far back
as in 2019, but many remain
non-committal, with sources
revealing that only 1.5 lakh
residents out of 3.5 lakh have
opted for the water supply.

Officials argue that it is too
early for a mad rush to obtain
the connection since they are
yet to notify the supply in all
areas, but sources confirm
thatpeople are not totally con-
vinced theywould get Cauvery
water.

twice a week. Even here, peo-
ple are unwilling to get the
connection since they are not
convinced, theywould getreg-
ular supply,” a senior BWSSB
official said.

Another official said the
BWSSB’s additional ‘Benefi-
ciary Contribution Charge’
(BCC) on the applicants has
not gone down well with res-
idents.

Besides, the agency has
also asked residents of private

layouts to cough up Estab-
lishment of Tools and Plants
(ETP) charges that run into
crores. Residents have urged
the board to withdraw the
charges.

“Noteveryone can afford to
pay Rs 60,000 to Rs 70,000
upfront. Many have asked for
time. It is a slow process,” the
official said.

BWSSB chairman Dr Ram
Prasath Manohar said that
the response to obtain water
connection has been positive,
expressing confidence that
people would apply.

“Itis too early to determine
theresponse,”hesaid. “We see
people are happy about the
project nearing completion.
We are sure that they would
apply for connection,”he said.

S \

ehoograph of apipe being laid
to supply Cauvery water in Bengaluru.

‘Be transparent about the project’

Residents who paid over Rs 50,000
for the water connection back in
2019 are waiting for the BWSSB to

complete the project. After the board

misses multiple deadlines, they
want it to be transparent about the
progress.

demanded and have been waiting for
five years. Every time we ask about
the progress or when they would
finish the project, we get random
dates,” said Kochu Sankar, aresident
of Horamavu, who paid close to Rs
40,000 toget a connectionin 2019.

asareason for the lack of interest,
saying that the BWSSB haslost
credibility.

Reminding the BWSSB that the
city may grapple with an acute water
crisis this summer, they wantit toact
responsibly and complete the project
soon.

“We provide water to near-
ly 60 villages at least once or

“We have paid the amount they

People pointed to the long delay

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Feb, 7, 2024

BENGALURU, DHNS: A group
representing farmers, whose
land has been notified for the
74-kilometre Peripheral Ring
Road project, has urged the
Bangalore Development Au-
thority (BDA) to withdraw
the tenders for the project.

It said the authority did
not clarify the compensation
structure for land losers in
the tenders and has vowed
to hold a protest on Friday,

DECCAN HERALD

Farmers' forum wants BDA to withdraw Peripheral Ring Road tenders

if the BDA goes ahead with
the tenders without offering
compensation according to
the 2013 Act.

Mavallipura Srinivas, pres-
identofthe PRR Raitha Hagu
Niveshanadara Sangha, ac-
cused the BDA atapress con-
ference on Tuesday of sticking
tothe colonial-era compensa-
tion laws, while the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) and Karnataka Hous-

ing Board and Karnataka In-
dustrial Area Development
Board (KIADB) are following
the 2013 Act while compen-
satingland losers.

The BDA plans to acquire
2,560 acres for the road proj-
ect envisioned as a semicir-
cle around Bengaluru. The
authority has notified 1,810
acres in 2007, and a further
750 acresin 2021.

Floated on January 25,

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Feb, 7, 2024
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the tenders ask successful
bidders to fund both land ac-
quisition and the civil works,
whichtogetheris estimated at
Rs 27,000 crore.

“The government has an
obligation to protect the in-
terest of farmers,” the forum
said, vowing that theywill not
allowitto “displace the farm-
ers in the name of building a
business corridor that will in
noway help thelandlosers”.
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Pensionwoes flood elder helpline

The Karnataka chapter
of the National Helpline
for Senior Citizens fields
40-60 enquiries every
day

BARKHA KUMARI
TEAM METROLIFE

Metrolife arrives at Elder Line

Connect Centre, R T Nagar. The
centre runs the National Helpline for
Senior Citizens 14567 for Karnataka
between 8 am and 8 pm daily.

Ithas already received 23 calls from
senior citizens, lead Anand Kumar says,
as his team of four call officers waits for
more, eachsitting in front of a com-
puter with a pair of noise cancellation
headphones on.

The enquiries so far have ranged from
pension irregularities to where to buy
walking sticks and bathroom fittings
and how to get money for medical
treatment. A 70-year-old Bengalurean,
afrequent caller, said he was feeling
lonely and suicidal again. The team
transfers such calls to their panel of
counsellors.

Just three minutes into the briefing,
acall rends the air in the tiny room. It
is a follow-up from Raichur, of aman
who has stopped receiving his pension
amonth ago. You need to apply for alife
certificate, the call officer says, explain-
ing the procedure. The next call comes
20 minutes later. A man wants to know
about disabled-friendly cars. Ask the
government to manufacture and
promote such cars, he demands. An-
other caller is having trouble with his
provident fund. His call is transferred
to the Tamil Nadu team 0f 14567 as his
bank is based there.

During our two-hour visit, the team
receives 10 calls. The daily average has
been 40-60 calls lately. That is half the
number they used to handle before
September 2023. Nightingales Medical
Trust,implementing agency of 14567
service in Karnataka, attributes the
downturn to changes in an MoU they
have signed with the state and central

I[ is 11.45 am on Tuesday when

-~

Currently,a seven-member team handles the 14567 Elder Line Connect Centre
for Karnataka. o+ PHOTOS BY B K JANARDHAN

governments (see box).

Despite the demand, the team doesn’t
feel the helpline needs to run 24/7.
“Senior citizens think of us as a govern-
ment office and call between 9 am and
5pm. And we are not emergency care
service,” Anand says. Calls missed after
8 pmarereturned the following day.

Servicesataglance

Elder Line was launched in 2021. It

aims to give free information (about
healthcare services, old age homes,
elder-friendly products), offer guidance
(onlegal disputes, government schemes,
and maintenance issues) and lend an ear
toseniors looking to chat.

About 60% of all calls coming to this
centre are about pension problems. Call
officers try to offer solutions, and list out
numbers they can call. Likewise, they
share contact numbers of government
hospitals, district legal services cells,
and the food and civil supplies author-
ities. “If the officials don’t respond,
we intervene and make the call,” says
Anand.

Abuse and neglect by children form
the second biggest number of calls.

If the callis about physical abuse, the
helpline calls up 100 or 112 and gets the
police to rush to the scene.

Ifitis verbal abuse, the team counsels
the perpetrator. Often, these are family
members. “Under The Maintenance
and Welfare of Parents and Senior
Citizens Act, 2007, children have to look
after their parents and pay amonthly
allowance (up to Rs10,000). We don’t
threaten them with the law, and also,
senior citizens don't like involving the
police and courts in personal matters,”
says Anand.

Most people call secretly. Some
pretend they are calling to seek help for
their neighbours. A few dial up to show
people around them that they can call
the authorities if pushed to the edge.

Money matters
Cases of the elderly fighting for their
property and maintenance are not easy
tosettle,and can turnacrimonious. In
Mysuru, adaughter-in-law and mother-
in-law are fighting over property for over
ayear,and the resolution is nowhere in
sight.

An elderly man from Bengaluru
was suicidal when he first called the
centre a year ago. After counselling, he
decided to fight it outin court. Explain-
ing the case, Anand says, “His son
works in aviation. The son claims his
business is running under loss, so he

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A, Feb, 7, 2024
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Nightingales Medical Trust runs the
14567 centre above its dementia care
centreinRTNagar.

can’t provide maintenance.”

Traumawatch

The emotional baggage these callers
carry sometimes overwhelms members
ofthe team, allunder 35.

“A woman from Udupi would call us
routinely to enquire where her husband
was. We would pass on some numbers.
She would call these numbers, get new
numbers, and keep calling more and
more officials. The Udupi police told us
both this woman and her daughter are
mentally unwell and skip their medi-
cines,” says Seema Taj, admin in-charge.

A Bengaluru woman, “who speaks
impeccable English and owns a coloni-
al-style house”, landed up at the centre
to say somebody was trying to set her
house on fire. “We later learnt that her
mother had died in aroad accident be-
fore her eyes. Perhaps she hallucinates.
She doesn’t even let her children come
near her but she is slowly opening up to
the idea of counselling,” says Anand.

When an elder calls to say someone is
hiding under the bed, knocking on the
door or throwing stones at the window,
the team intimates the police.

Miscellaneous calls

Being a toll-free helpline, the call
officers, all masters in social work, get
alotof unrelated enquiries. Children
call toask how to make Maggi. College-
goersseek ‘likes’ on their Instagram
page. Drunk men want someone to talk
to. Under-60 people impersonate senior

‘BRING BACK FIELD
OFFICERS

Premkumar Raja, cofounder of
Nightingales Medical Trust, says

in the latest MoU, the central
government has removed the
provision for field resource officers
(FROs). “Without them, the Elder
Lineis like a call centre to give out
information. When it comes to
resolving elder abuse cases, we need
field intervention, dialogues and
follow-ups. Earlier, we had 16 FROs
inKarnataka," he says.

He says he has sought an
appointment with the principal
secretary at the women and
child development department,
Karnataka, to explore the idea of
integrating the services of 14567
and 1090, a state-supported elder
care helpline. 1090 operates in 25
districts of Karnataka through local
partners.

citizens to usurp properties. Women
demand somebody come home to
switch on the refrigerator and clear the
garbage in front of their houses. Some
wanttickets booked to Tirupati or cabs
hailed with a police escortas they fear
kidnapping.

The team attends to each call patient-
ly, without judging the caller. “About
90% of the jobis to listen and 10% to
offer advice,” says Anand.

HELP ATHAND

Elder care services can be
reached:

14567: National Helpline for Senior
Citizens for Karnataka (8 am to 8 pm,
daily)

1090: Elder Helpline (8 am to 8 pm,
daily; night calls get forwarded to the
police control room).

WhatsApp: 80950 01090

Visit: stopelderabuse.in



Over 20,000 FCRA licences cancelled, most from TN,

If cancellations are expressed as a share of FCRA licences given, then Uttar Pradesh tops the list

DATA POINT

Jasmin Nihalani
Neetika Jha
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

ast week, the Central Bu-
L reau of Investigation (CBI)

registered a case of alleged
Foreign Contribution (Regulation)
Act (FCRA) violation against hu-
man rights activist Harsh Mander
and his NGO Centre for Equity Stu-
dies (CES). FIRs were registered
based on a complaint from the Un-
ion Home Ministry. The agency al-
legedly found that the NGO trans-
ferred some amount to certain
individuals from the FCRA ac-
count, apart from salary/wages/re-
muneration, which is a violation of
the Act.

The action against CES is the lat-
est incident in a series of measures
against civil society and NGOs.
Last month, FCRA registrations of
Delhi-based Centre for Policy Re-
search (CPR) and World Vision In-
dia were cancelled. In 2023, the
Home Ministry had recommended
a CBI investigation into Oxfam In-
dia for allegedly violating FCRA
provisions. CBI also conducted
searches and registered a case
against news portal NewsClick for
violating FCRA in December 2023.

The government uses FCRA to
regulate the foreign funds received
by NGOs “to prevent any possible
diversion for activities detrimental
to national interest.” Organisations
have to compulsorily register un-
der the Act if they wish to receive
foreign funding. Over 20,000
FCRA licences have been can-
celled till February 4.

Chart 1 shows the year-wise
break-up of cancellations. It shows
that cancellations have spiked in
certain years — 2012, 2015, 2017,
2019. Especially in 2015, over
10,000 cancellations were record-
ed. In other years, cancellations
rarely crossed into the double di-
gits. It is important to note that not
all cancellations were due to viola-
tions, as many were also done to

remove multiple registrations for
the same organisation.

Cancellation of licences is not
the only way in which organisa-
tions are denied foreign money.
Changes in the law meant that
FCRA registration is not perma-
nent and needs renewal once in
five years. Data from Lok Sabha
show that 783 renewal applica-
tions were denied between 2019
and 2021.

Chart 2 shows the State-wise
number of active, expired and can-
celled FCRA licences. Tamil Nadu
leads the list with 2,580 FCRA li-
cences of organisations registered
in the State getting cancelled to
date. Close to 1,576 licences ex-
pired in the State, also the highest
among States. Notably, the State
still has over 2,500 FCRA licences
active, again the highest among
States. Maharashtra, Andhra Pra-
desh, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal
and Karnataka are other States
with a high number of cancella-
tions. If cancellations are ex-
pressed as a share of all FCRA li-
cences given, then Uttar Pradesh
tops the list, with over 50% cancel-
lations followed by Bihar, Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha, Telangana and
West Bengal with over 40% cancel-
lations. A break-up of organisa-
tions with an active FCRA licence
shows that most of them are en-
gaged in educational and social
service, while religious NGOs —
most dominated by those regis-
tered as Christian organisations —
also form a significant share, as
shown in table 3.

While Tamil Nadu has the lar-
gest number of organisations with
an active FCRA licence, they re-
ceived the third highest amount
(2,507 crore) of foreign contribu-
tion in this route in FY22 (Chart
4). Organisations registered in Del-
hi received ¥5,809 crore in the pe-
riod, the highest among all States/
UTs, followed by Karnataka (3,40
crore). Organisations in Gujarat
and Telangana have received over
31,000 crore.

Neetika Jha is a student at Asian Col-
lege of Journalisim

Denying foreign funding

The data for charts and tables were sourced from Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act portal maintained by the Ministry of
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Chart 1: The chart shows the year-wise break-up of licence
cancellations
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Chart 2: The chart shows the State-wise number of
active, expired and cancelled FCRA licences till date
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Table 3: The table shows the break-up of organisations with an
active FCRA licence

Educational
T.N. 95 515 1,680 2,174
Maharashtra 65 213 1,295 1,489
Karnataka a3 448 1,020 1,215
Delhi 44 115 783 1,114
Kerala 28 619 603 856
Andhra 27 326 811 1,094
Gujarat 127 153 845 863
W.B 92 128 739 956
Telangana 20 149 465 628
U.P. 63 98 an7 595

Chart 4: The chart shows State-wise foreign contribution received in
FY 2021-22 (in X crore)

Maharashtra Gujarat
2,200 1,496
Other States
1,132
Telangana W.B. 2
1,114 906 i
Karnataka T.N. =
3,141 2,507 odisha
288

Kerala Andhra

975 950

Rajasthan 285 J M.P. 268

Source: The Hindu, p.9, Feb. 8, 2024
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54% of people in city never
used government’s digital
platforms, says report

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

In what could sound sur-
prising coming from the IT
city, a recently conducted
survey revealed that
around 54% of the general
public in Bengaluru had
never used any of the ma-
jor government platforms/
solutions available online.
At 32%, Aadhaar was the
most used government
platform among the gener-
al public, followed by
IRCTC railway ticketing at
23% and Aarogya Setu/Co-
Win - healthcare apps at
22%. Even among these,
there were differences bet-
ween Socio Economic Clas-
sification (SEC) groups.
The survey for the re-
port ‘Digital Society — A
study of an Urban City
(Bengaluru)® was conduct-
ed in 2023 by itihaasa Re-
search and Digital, a com-
pany that studies the
evolution of technology
and businesses, and re-
leased on Thursday, in a
symposium organised by
the Centre for IT and Pu-
blic Policy (CITAPP) at In-
ternational Institute of In-
formation Technology
Bangalore (IIIT-B) on
‘Emerging Opportunities
and Challenges in the Digi-
tal Society” The partici-
pants were divided into
two groups - 1,640 respon-
dents who were chosen by
random sampling method,
referred to as the general
public, and 206 respon-

OCIETY e

ATE

ME:

(From left) N. Dayasindhu, co-founder an

y -

d CEQ of itihaasa Research

and Digital; Rajalaxmi Kamath from the Centre for Public Policy, IIM
Bangalore; Kris Gopalakrishnan, founder of itihaasa; Debabrata Das,
Director, IIIT-B; Krishnan Narayanan, co-founder of itihaasa; and
Sudhir Krishnaswamy, Vice-Chancellor, NLSIU Bangaluru, at a
symposium on Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Top regular digital usage

Activity IT

by general | experts
public (%) | (%)

m Call family/friends on WhatsApp

90 80

m Watch videos on YouTube / Facebook / Instagram chat 83 69

m Message on WhatsApp

52 76

m Use digital payments such as UPI / GPay / PhonePe [ Paytm 48 84

m Browse /[ comment on Facebook / Instagram 35 67

dents (booster sampling),
who are referred to as IT
experts in the report. In
most parameters assessed
in the study, there were sig-
nificant differences among
the two groups.

For instance, the usage
of government platforms/
solutions by IT experts was
2.5 times more than the
general public. At least
97% of them had reported-
ly used at least one govern-
ment solution once in the
last year. The report says
the general public mainly
(90%) used digital technol-
ogy for calling friends/fa-
mily on WhatsApp, while
83% used it to watch videos
on social media. They used

digital technology for mes-
saging on WhatsApp (76%),
using digital payment apps
(84%), browsing and com-
menting on Facebook or
Instagram (67%), online
shopping (62%) and online
delivery of food (60%).

Sudhir Krishnaswamy,
Vice-Chancellor, National
Law School of India Un-
iversity (NLSIU), who parti-
cipated in a panel discus-
sion at the symposium,
said, “Given the media and
public discourse on the
matter, the abysmally low
usage of government plat-
forms even among SEC A
people in a city like Benga-
luru in 2024 is rather
alarming.”

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Feb. 9, 2024
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BWSSB invites bids for Cauvery
VI stage DPR to supply water
to towns around Bengaluru

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

As work on Cauvery V stage is
nearing completion, Bengalu-
ru Water Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB) has called for
bids to prepare a Detailed Pro-
ject Report (DPR) for Cauvery
VI stage, which will supply wa-
ter to towns around Bengaluru
apart from a few pockets on
the outskirts of the city.

The VI stage will utilise
around 6 tmcft of Cauvery riv-
er water annually, taking up
the total utilisation by Benga-
luru and surrounding areas to
around 35 tmcft annually.
BWSSB has mooted the VI
stage project following a re-
cent order by the Karnataka
government to fully utilise wa-
ter allotted for drinking in the
Cauvery award.

Under the VI stage, water
will be supplied to two new
BDA layouts in Bengaluru — Dr.
Shivaram Karanth Layout and
Nadaprabhu  Kempegowda
Layout — apart from towns
around Bengaluru — Nelaman-
gala, Devanahalli, Hoskote, Bi-
dadi, Anekal, among others,
sources said.

A senior BWSSB official said
that it has to be noted that only
these towns will be supplied
drinking water under this pro-
ject, and not the entire taluk.

BWSSB intends to draw wa-
ter from Shivanasamudra, in
Malavalli taluk Mandya and
take the water to Torekadana-
halli, where the water will be
processed and from there to
other destinations via a pipe-
line, a senior official said.

Tender issued

BWSSB had issued a tender on
February 6 for a consultancy
to prepare the DPR of the pro-
ject.

The consultant will have to
conduct a study, including En-
vironment Impact Assess-
ment, and finalise the align-
ment of the pipeline along

Cauvery water for Bengaluru

m Cauvery water being supplied
to Bengaluru now: 1,450 MLD or
around 19 tmcft annually

m Cauvery V stage to supply water
to 110 newly added villages

m Cauvery V stage to be
commissioned by May 2024

m Cauvery V stage will deliver 770
MLD or around 10 tmcft annually

Areas expected
to get water
under Cauvery
VI stage

m Nadaprabhu Kempegowda
Layout, Bengaluru

m Dr. Shivarama Karanth
Layout, Bengaluru

m Nelamangala town

m Devanahalli town m Hoskote
town mAnekal town

m Bidadi town

with the cost. BWSSB has set
the cost of preparing the DPR
as ¥95 lakh. February 21 is the
last date for submitting bids.

Sources in BWSSB said
there were no discussions yet
on the cost of the project, fi-
nancing options and as to who
will execute the project.
Towns around the city that are
supposed to get water under
the VI stage are not under
BWSSB jurisdiction.

Cauvery V stage

BWSSB is in the final stages of
completing work on Cauvery
V stage.

BWSSB has committed itself
to a trial run in April, and full
commissioning of the supply
line in May 2024.

Under the V stage, 110 vil-
lages newly added to the city’s
civic administration in 2008
will finally get piped water
supply from Cauvery.

m Cauvery VI stage to supply
water to towns around
Bengaluru

m Cauvery VI stage to supply
500 MLD or around 6 tmcft
annually

m Total usage of Cauvery water
after completion of VI stage:
around 35 tmcft annually

Under the VI stage,
water will be supplied
to two new BDA lavouts
Dr. Shivaram Karanth
Layout and Nadaprabhu
Kempegowda Layout
apart from towns
around Bengaluru
Nelamangala,
Devanahalli, Hoskote.
Bidadi, Anekal, among

OthEI'S, sources say

The project was taken up at
a cost of 5,500 crore with a
loan from Japan Infrastructure
Cooperation Agency (JICA).

However, of the targeted 3.5
lakh properties that will bene-
fit from the Cauvery V stage,
only 1.5 lakh property owners
have paid the Beneficiary Con-
tribution Charge (BCC) and Es-
tablishment of Tools and
Plants (ETP) charge, and
availed water connections.

“It is too early (to seek wa-
ter connection). People will
avail connections once we
start supplying water,” a se-
nior BWSSB official said.

There are many who had
paid in 2019 and are still wait-
ing for water supply, creating a
trust deficit on whether
BWSSB will supply water as
per the latest deadline of May
2024.

Meanwhile, many have also
demanded that the ETP
charge is hefty, and it should
be abolished.

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Feb. 9, 2024
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Over 20,000 turn up with 12,372
petitions at second Janaspandana

While many petitions were addressed on the spot, Chief Minister set one-month deadline for officers to dispose of the rest

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he second edition
T of the State-level Ja-

naspandana, a pu-
blic grievance redressal
programme held by Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah in
Bengaluru on Thursday,
evoked massive response
with over 20,000 people

attending it with 12,372 pe-
titions on various
grievances.

On-the-spot  redressal

was provided to 246 peti-
tioners at the event held on
the premises of the Vidha-
na Soudha, while the re-
maining 12,126 petitions
have been forwarded to
authorities concerned for
resolution.

The highest number of
grievances were related to
the Revenue Department
as it received 3,150 peti-
tions while the Housing
Department stood second
with 1,500 petitions, fol-
lowed by Women and
Child Welfare Department
that received 903
petitions.

Mr. Siddaramaiah, who
attended to the people at
the day-long event which

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah receiving petitions from the public at the Janaspandana programme at the Vidhana Soudha in Bengaluru on

Thursday and (right) people submitting applications at the event. SUDHAKARA JAIN

stretched past late even-
ing, gave a deadline of one
month to the officials con-
cerned to dispose of the re-
maining petitions.

He instructed Deputy
Commissioners and dis-
trict in charge Secretaries
to redress the grievances of
petitioners coming under
their jurisdiction in a time-
bound manner. He put the
onus of redressing grie-
vances on the administra-
tive authorities of districts,
particularly DCs, CEOs of
zilla panchayats, and SPs,

while reminding them that
people would not come all
the way to Bengaluru seek-
ing resolution of their pro-
blems if their applications
are disposed of locally.

Govt. to doorstep

Emphasising on the need
to “take the government to
the doorsteps of people”,
Mr. Siddaramaiah said the
district in charge Ministers
had already held 108 Janas-
pandana programmes at
district- and taluk-levels so
far. He told the general pu-

Source: The Hindu, p.10, Feb. 9, 2024
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blic that they could bring
their petitions to the Janas-
pandana programme to be
chaired by him if they do
not get a resolution at taluk
and district-level meets. He
said that if it is not possible
within the legal framework
to resolve the issues men-
tioned in the petitions,
then an endorsement with
appropriate reasons would
be issued to applicants.
Meanwhile, Mr. Siddara-
maiah pointed out that
98% of the petitions re-
ceived in the first State-le-

’

vel Janaspandana held on
November 27, 2023, had
been disposed. of. As many
as 4,030 applications had
been received during the
first event.

He also used the occa-
sion to appeal to people
not to pay heed to the
claims by the BJP that the
guarantee schemes of the
government would be
stopped later. He said the
government had taken up
such programmes as it be-
lieved in Constitutional va-
lues.



Police to introduce instant SMS
alerts for traffic violations

Part of efforts
togo paperless
in fine payment

—v

UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
BENGALURU, DHNS

he Karnataka Traffic and
I Road Safety wing of the
state police is planning to
introduce an immediate text
message mechanism to alert
motorists as soon as they have
committed a traffic violation.
Mysuru city and the Benga-
luru-Mysuru highway, where
Al-based Automatic Number
Plate Recognition (ANPR) cam-
eras are being deployed, will be
pushed first to have this system
integrated on the back-end by
the end of March, Alok Kumar,
Additional Director General of
Police, Traffic and Road Safety,
Karnataka, told DH.
“Messages will go to the mo-
bilenumberlinked to thevehicle
registration numbers that are

detected on cameras,” he said,
adding that they plan to imple-
ment this in ANPR projects in
citiessuchasHubbali-Dharwad,
Mangaluru, Belagaviand Davan-
geresoon.

Thisisan attempttoincrease
traffic rule compliance by cre-
ating an immediate deterrence
effect and potentially reduce
traffic violations by increasing
vehicle users’awareness.

This is also a part of the po-
lice’s efforts to go completely
paperless in the traffic fine issu-
ing process—which Alok Kumar
claims makes Karnataka the
firststatetodoso—-andincrease
transparency of all transactions
made.

A total of 1,766 e-challan de-
vices have been deployed in 722
lawand order policestationsand
64 traffic police stations outside
Bengaluru for e-challaning. Or-
dershavebeenplacedtoprocure
483 body camerasalready, with
another250bodycamerasinthe
pipeline, he noted.

“Cash payments for traffic
fines will be the last preference.
Currently, people can pay via
UPI, debit and credit cards, and

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3D, Feb, 9, 2024
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can pay viacash onlyif these op-
tions cannot be accessed due to
somereason,” he said.

In case of physical drives, all
authorised officers must com-
pulsorily wear a bodycam or
stand at junctions where they
are under camera surveillance
so everything is recorded, ex-
plained Kumar.

The police are also working
with the Department of Trea-
suries to create a link to route
all payments directly to the gov-
ernment. Thelinkisexpectedto
be generated within the next 10
days. Once the systemisup and
running, police also plan to do
away with all challan books by
March1.

However, a senior police offi-
cial from Bengaluru explained
why this wouldn’t work in Ben-
galuru. “Discrepanciesin Vahan
datameansthatvehicleregistra-
tion numbers are not linked to
currentowners’detailsand they
mightnotbetheviolatorsthem-
selves. Besides, evenifaviolation
is detected, it must be validated
by human beings because Al
cannot be 100% accurate,” the
officersaid.



Govt to reduce minimum
service years for
promotions of KAS officers

BENGALURU, DHNS

he Cabinet on Thursday ap-
Tproved toamend the Karnataka

Administrative Service Rules to
reduce the minimum years of service
for promotions in KAS (super-time
scale)and KAS (selectiongrade) from
theexisting13yearsto 10 yearsasone-
time measure.

For KAS (selection grade), it will
be reduced from 10 years to 7 years,
for promotions under senior-scale
KAS grade.

After the Cabinet meeting, Law and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister H K
Patil told reporters that the proposed
amendment will help as many as 45
KAS officers get promotions under
super-time scale.

The minister said the present rules
mandate thata KAS officer must serve
13 years, including serving 1 year as se-
lection grade to get promoted, to su-
per-time scale, while to get promoted
under senior grade, a KAS officer must
complete 10 years service, of which 4
yearsin senior scale.

“With theamendment, to qualify for
promotionunder super-timescale, the
officer needs to serve 10 years includ-
ing 1 year selection grade, while for se-
nior-scale promotion, an officer will
now have tocompete7 years, including
2yearsinseniorscale,” Patil explained.

The minister said that the Cabinet
approved to set up ‘Unity Mall’ to pro-
mote traditional handicrafts, hand-
looms and Geographical Indications
(GI) products at Mysuru Dasara exhi-
bition grounds.

The minister said the Unity Mall
will come up at a cost of Rs 193 crore
as part of One District One Product
(ODOP) that will be funded through
interest-free loan from the Centre.

He said that the Cabinet approved
changes to Special Marriage (Karna-
taka) Rules, 1961, to make marriage
registration online. “Now, applicants
canalsoremit the fees online,” he said.

Other Cabinet decisions

® Regional driving training centre for
women to be established jointly with
AWAKE ata costof Rs10.5 crore at
Bidadi.

® 150 bed-cancer hospital at a cost of
Rs 106 crore in Kalaburagi

® 114 modular operation theatres in
18 medical college hospitals and su-
per-speciality hospitals in the state
thatcomeunder Medical Education
department at a cost of Rs 176.7
crore.

® Purchase of 75,938 smart phones
ata cost of Rs 89.61 crore to be dis-
tributed to anganwadi workers un-
der Integrated Child Development
Project’s ‘Poshan Abhiyan’.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3D, Feb, 9, 2024
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What is Karnataka government’s new
uniform fare structure for cabs?

The government notification issued on February

EXPLAINER

Darshan Devaiah B.
BENGALURU

The story so far

he Karnataka go-
I vernment has in-
troduced a new un-

iform fare for all cabs in
Bengaluru, including those
operating using aggregator
platforms like Ola and Ub-
er, and traditional city
taxi

The new fare system in-
troduces a simple three-
tier structure based on the
car’s value, eliminating the
previous flexible pricing.
This new order from the
government came follow-
ing numerous complaints
from both passengers and
cab drivers regarding the
“exorbitant fares” imposed
by cab aggregators.

‘What the new rule says
The government notifica-
tion issued on February 3,
2024, states that cab aggre-
gators are not allowed to
charge any extra fees
beyond what is officially
set. This means surge pric-
ing is now banned. The
notification ~ emphasizes
that fares should only be
based on the rates set by
the government, and any
unauthorized charges are
strictly not allowed.

Under the revised struc-
ture, the base fare for a dis-
tance of up to four kilo-
metres starts at 100 for
les valued up to 10
, with an additional
charge of %24 per kilo-
metre thereafter. For vehi-
cles priced between 10
lakh and R15 lakh, the in-
itial four-kilometre fare is
set at 115, with a subse-
quent per-kilometre rate of
¥28. Vehicles exceeding
the 315-lakh mark will have
a minimum fare of 3130 for
the first four kilometres,
with each additional kilo-
metre priced at ¥32.

The order also specifies

The new fare system for cabs has introduced a simple three-tier structure based on the car’s value, eliminating the previous flexible pri

that waiting is free for the
initial five minutes and the-
reafter will be billed at 1
per minute. App-based ag-
gregators will collect a 5%
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) from passengers,
and toll charges may be
passed on to riders. Night
time fares, applicable from
12a.m. to 6 a.m., will incur
a10% surcharge.

‘What prompted the
government to form
these rules?

According to Karnataka's
Transport Minister Ramal-
inga Reddy, the govern-
ment implemented a un-
iform fare for all cabs in
response to numerous
complaints received by the
Transport  Department.
“Both commuters and cab
drivers expressed con-

Cab drivers and
traditional taxi
operators have
expressed approval
for the uniform fare

cerns about ride aggrega-
tors overcharging, and
drivers reported that the
aggregators were imposing
higher commission fees,
he added.

In August, 2023, Reddy
has convened two rounds
of meetings involving cab
and auto unions and one of
the important agenda of
these discussions was the
matter pertaining to cab
aggregator applications.

During the meeting, un-
ions representing auto
drivers and owners called
for a prohibition on aggre-
gators imposing commis-

sions exceeding 5% of the
total fare. They also raised
concerns about aggrega-
tors charging exorbitant
fares from commuters
while simultaneously im-
posing high commission
fee:

driv

on cab and auto
ers.

Will cab aggregators
adhere to the new fare
structure?
Following the announce-
ment of the new fare struc-
ture by the Transport De-
partment, the primary
concern revolves around
its execution. The true re-
percussions of the revised
fares will only become ap-
parent once cab aggrega-
tors put the new fare struc-
ture into practice.
According to the order,
the new fares were sup-

Source: The Hindu, p.11, Feb. 9, 2024

posed to be implemented
immediately; however, cab
aggregators are yet to im-
plemented it (as on Thurs-
day).

Reddy has warned that
aggregators must comply
with the order, or they will
face consequences. “Ag-
gregators must adhere to
the new fare structure, or
we will take action. This

ks

icing. FILE PHOTO

tire State. The order does
not specify the monitoring
mechanism for imple-
menting the fare structure,
and it lacks details on the
nature of action if the rule
is not adhered to.”

Is this the first time the
government has issued
cab fare regulations?
No, the transport depart-

has been a long-s g
demand from drivers and
passengers,” he said.

Speaking to The Hindu,
K. Radhakrishna Holla,
President of the Karnataka
State Travel Operators’ As-
sociation (KSTOA), said, “It
is doubtful how the go-
vernment order will be im-
plemented as the rate fix-
ing directive has been
given not only for Bengalu-
ru city but also for the en-
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ment has p sly set
cab fares. In 2018, it
marked the first instance of
the government establish-
ing fares for aggregators,
categorized into four class-
es based on vehicle prices.

Fare structure was again
revised for app-based cabs
in 2021 and categorised in-
to four slabs based on the
value of vehicles. Non-app-
based city taxis in Bengalu-
ru were subject to varying

minimum fares depending
on the presence of air con-
ditioning and this ride-hail-
ing app seldom adhered to
these regulations, persis-
tently implementing surge
pricing, alleged both com-
muters and cab drivers.

In 2021, the fare struc-
ture was as follows: for
vehicles priced up to 5
lakhs, the initial fare w
75 for the first four kilom-
eters. For vehicles with a
cost ranging from %5 lakhs
to %10 lakhs, the fare was
R100 for the first four
lometers. For those priced
between 10 lakhs and %16
lakhs, the initial fare was
120 for the first four ki
lometers. Vehicles exceed-
ing 6 lakhs incurred a
fare of 2150 for the first
four kilometers.

Hemanth Kumar, Addi-
tional Commissioner,
Transport  Department,
and Secretary, Karnataka
State Transport Authority,
said that the new system
replaces the previous se-
tup, which included mini-
mum and maximum fares
for different categories.
Moreover, the new struc-
ture removes the non-A.C.
category, citing the stan-
dardis n of air-condi-
tioned amenities across all
vehicles.

Did the new fare rules
precede the
government’s app
launch?

The rule of standardiz ed
fares for cabs holds signifi-
cance, given that the Kar-
nataka government is gear-
ing up to introduce its own
ride-hailing app soon. Red-
dy said, “We are currently
in the development phase
of the app, and it is sche-
duled for launch in a
month or two. This govern-
ment-run app will adhere
to the fare regulations set
by the government, with a
comparatively lower com-
mission charged from driv-
ers in contrast to existing
private aggregator apps.”

2024, states that cab aggregators are not allowed to charge any extra fees beyond what is officially set, thus banning surge pricing

In response to an in-
crease in complaints from
taxi and auto drivers
against private ride-hailing
platforms, in August 2023,
the government initiated
the development of its own
app. The primary reason
behind launching this ride-
hailing app is the discon-
tent among cab and auto
drivers with the practices
of private ride-hailing plat-
forms, particularly con-
cerning what they allege
are substantial commis-
sions the companies
impose.

Do cab drivers support
the new rule?
Cab Drivers and traditional
taxi operators have ex-
pressed approval for the
uniform fare rule, stating
that it will be advantageous
for both drivers and pas-
sengers. Holla said, “Pre-
viously, the transport de-
partment provided cab
aggregators with flexible
fare options, and now it
has introduced a fixed fare.
‘We appreciate the initiative
and hope that proper im-
plementation of the rule
will be beneficial for both
drivers and passengers.”
Tanveer Pasha, presi-
dent, Ola Uber Drivers’
and Owners’ Association,
welcomed the government
bringing in a uniform fare
structure. “Under the pre-
vious system, there were
concerns over both driv-
er’s earnings and costs to
the passengers,” he said,
while appealing to the go-
vernment to ensure driver
welfare and price consis-
tency for passengers while
enforcing the new fare
structure.

What do cab
aggregators say?

Ola and Uber, leading
players in the market, are
yet to respond to queries
from The Hindu regarding
the new directive. This re-
port will be updated if a
response is received.




EQUITABLE OPPORTUNITIES Caste-Based Quota Aimed At Ensuring Sc

Reservation for nominated,
elected posts In co-op firms

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: With the stated
objective of ensuring social
justice in the cooperative sec-
tor, the state govt is set to bring
in caste-based reservation for
elected and nominated posts
of cooperative societies. The
cabinet, on Thursday, cleared
a proposal to bring in legisla-
tion to this effect.

HK Patil, minister for law
and parliamentary affairs,
who briefed reporters after
the cabinet meeting, said the
council of ministers ap-
proved a proposal to table The
Karnataka Cooperative Soci-
eties (Amendment) Bill, 2024

ABINET MEETING

to usher in a quota system for
elected posts such as chair-
man and director besides
nominated posts. The minis-
ter said the amendment bill
will be introduced in the leg-
islature session scheduled to
start Tuesday.

“Ensuring social justice in
the cooperative sector isa long
pending demand and the gov-
ernment has responded posi-
tively,” said Patil. “The idea is
to ensure equitable opportuni-
ties to the underprivileged
classes. The modalities will be
spelt out in the bill.”

While the new legislation
will be applicable for all 25,000
cooperative societies across
the state barring societies of

RISING TEMPERS: About 50 members of National Students Union of
India, on Thursday, smeared black paint on the nameplate outside
Union finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s office in Bengaluru.
They alleged she was biased against Karnataka in allocation of funds.
Police detained protesters and the paint was removed by office staff

the Scheduled Castes and
Tribes, the quota for SCs, STs,
OBCs and women will be
based on a roster. Patil said
while reservation is meant for
only elected and nominated
posts, membership will be
open for all and the govern-
ment will decide on the quan-
tum of quota of communities
and other modalities.

The cabinet also cleared an
amendment bill envisaging
relaxation of minimum
length of service for promo-
tion of Karnataka Adminis-
trative Service (KAS) across
grades. At present, a KAS of-
ficer must complete a mini-
mum tenure of 13 years
across grades like junior
scale officer and senior scale

officer to be eligible for pro-
motion to selection grade of-
ficer, and a selection grade
officer must complete three
years to be eligible for promo-
tion as a super time officer.
The govt has proposed to
reduce the minimum tenure
for junior and senior scale of-
ficers to 10 years and the
minimum tenure for selection
grade will be reduced to one
year. The department of per-
sonnel and administrative
reforms will pilot The Karna-
taka Administrative Services
(Recruitment) (Amendment)
Bill, 2024 in the legislature
during the upcoming session.

Online marriage registration
The cabinet also cleared the

Source: The Times of India, p.8, Feb. 9, 2024
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» Withdrawal of Karnataka
Transgenic and Genetically
Modified Cotton Seeds Act,
2015, in view of the Union
govt’s proposal to bring an
identical legislation

» Setting up Unity Mall — a
product encouragement
exhibition centre — under
‘One-District, One-Product’ in
Mysuru at an estimated cost
of 2193 crore

» Driving training centre for
women in Bidadi,
Ramanagara district, an
estimated cost of 10.5 crore

» Revival of 104 helpline

» Drinking water projects for
villages in select taluks in
Kalyana and Kittur Karnataka
regions

» Court complex in
Basavakalyan of Bidar
district at an estimated cost
of ¥17.5 crore

Special Marriage (Karnataka)
Rules, 2024 seeking to allow
online payment of fee and to
send registration notice for
marriages through email. At
present, the notice can only be
delivered in person or through
registered post.

Smartphones for anganwadis
The cabinet also approved a
proposal to provide smart-
phones to all 75,938 anganwadi
workers. The government will
spend Rs 89.6 crore on this.

Back to Contents




Social Issues

40 districts in India have over
one lakh Kannada speakers each

Researcher analyses language-related data to shed light on distribution of Kannada speakers on south Indian landscape;

Basavaraj Kodagunti says his study can help govt. design programmes focusing on such speakers outside the State

Kumar Buradikatti
KALABURAGI

language should
Ahave at  least
10,000 speakers to

be listed in the census,
with anything less getting
clustered under the head
of  “Others”. Spread
across south India, 67 dis-
tricts have Kannada listed
as a category, which in-
cludes 30 districts in Kar-
nataka, 16 in Tamil Nadu,
nine in Maharashtra, five
in Telangana, three in
Andhra Pradesh, two
each in Kerala and Goa,
when the 2011 census is ta-
ken into account.

Basavaraj Kodagunti,
linguist and researcher at
the Central University of
Karnataka, Kalaburagi,
has analysed the lan-
guage-related data to shed
light on the distribution of
Kannada speakers on the
south Indian landscape.

Only 17 districts in Kar-
nataka have more than 10
lakh Kannada speakers
each. Bidar, Yadgir, Ga-
dag, Uttara Kannada,
Udupi, Dakshina Kanna-
da, Chikkamagaluru, Ko-
dagu, Chamarajanagar,
Chickballapur, Ramanag-
ara, Bengaluru Rural, and
Kolar districts have less
than 10 lakh Kannada
speakers.

DK and Kodagu

If you consider the dis-
tricts that have more than
five lakh and less than 10
lakh Kannada speakers,
all the districts in the State
expect Dakshina Kannada
and Kodagu fall in the ca-
tegory. If you take dis-
tricts that have more than
four lakh and less than
five lakh Kannada speak-
ers, Dakshina Kannada
and Kodagu still remain
outside, but interestingly

Only 17 districts
in Karnataka have

more than 10 lakh

Kannada speakers each

Solapur in Maharashtra
enters this category.
When districts which
have more than two lakh
and less than four lakh
Kannada speakers are
considered, Solapur of
Maharashtra and Coimba-
tore and Krishnagiri of Ta-
mil Nadu come in and
Dakshina Kannada and
Kodagu still remain out-
side the category.

In all, 40 districts in the
country have more than
one lakh Kannada speak-
ers each, which include
all the districts in Karnata-
ka, four districts in Maha-
rashtra (Solapur, Sangli,
Pune, and Thane), four
districts from Tamil Nadu
(Coimbatore, Krishnagiri,
Erode, and Nilgiris) and
two districts from Andhra
Pradesh (Anantapur and
Kurnool).

No shared borders
Interestingly, of the 10 dis-
tricts outside the State
having more than one
lakh Kannada speakers,
three districts - Pune and
Thane in Maharashtra and
Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu
- don’t share borders with
the Karnataka

There are 46 districts in
the country that have
more than 50,000 Kanna-
da speakers, including 30
districts in Karnataka, se-
ven districts in Tamil Na-
du, five districts in Maha-
rashtra, three districts in
Andhra Pradesh, and one
district in Kerala.

Mr. Kodagunti says that
his study gives a view of
the distribution of Kanna-
da speakers outside the
State and can help the go-

Population

50000 - 100000
100001 - 200000
200001 - 500000
500001 - 1000000
_ 1000001 - 1500000
I 1500001 - 2000000
- 2000001 - 2500000

Districts with over 50,000
Kannada speakers

Sangli

Kolhapur Yadgir

Kurnool

.

adag i
Uttara
Anantapur

Kannada
Udupi Chikkamagaluri

Chickballapur

ngaluru Rural

Dakshina

13
%

%
Kannada

A Bengaluru
L5

®
Kasaragod

Nilgiris

Tirupur

Coimbatore

Theni

- 2500001 - 4500000

vernment design policies
and programmes focusing
on the Kannada speakers
outside the State.

“Since there was no de-
cadal census in 2021, T had

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Feb. 5, 2024
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to rely on the 2011 census
data to analyse the distri-
bution of Kannada speak-
ers. The analysis showed
interesting facts about the
significant distribution of

Kannada speakers around
Karnataka,” Mr. Kodagun-
ti told The Hindu. He plans
to compile his analytical
essays based on linguistic
data into a book soon.
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Kuvempu s call for critical thinking

uvempu isan iconic figure in the tradition
of rationality,critical thinkingand scien-
tific temper in modern Kannada culture.
‘Throughout his extraordinary career asa

poet, novelist, . Ku-

In1974, Kuve-
mpugavetwo
speecheswhich
reiterated his
rationalist atti-
tudeandhisen-
gagementwith
contemporary
socialissues.
Rajendra
Chennisums
uptheessence
of the poetlau-
reate’stalks

vempuremained unflinching in his bold
criticism of narrow sectarian beliefs, irra-
tional superstitious practices and blind,
unquestioning slavery to authority of
every kind. The sources of his rationalism

are not European ideas of enlightenment,

whichwereintroduced to the Indian elite
through English education.

Ithas more to do with the rational-
ism advocated byVlvekananda inhis
critique of th classand

in 1974, 0HFILEPHOTO

the superstitious practices and rituals of
contemporary Hinduism.

Like Vivekananda, Kuvempu believed
inthe universal ideas which imbued the
Upanishads and opposed the zarna and
Jati systems. Kuvempu was free from

by Lohi iali dthe

anti-caste movements. Later, this grew
into the Bandaya Sahitya Sanghatane,
anassociation of rebcl writers. Kuvempu

iting present taste, texts
the past cannot be thrown away.
No rebelli d

feed or fodder. The protest against we free ourselves from ‘matha’ (sectarian
ks turned violent. thinking), there P of true
thata major portion i Kuvempu

nr all literary traditions in the world is
worthless cattle feed. Truly great works
arealways. smul] innumber. He arguea
that

also predicts that these anomalies in our
democratic system and pracuces could
usherinan electuml autocracy’.

heinter y Kuvempu
indefenceofa: rzmonal critical temper-

nada hlerar} tradition on the cmcnon ol
f the Dalif

He agrees that mainstream Kannada
as not

ament have if impac
writers, activists and especially )ou(h

literary Th , pro-Dalit

for Dalit expression. h legacy
‘Thatsame year, in the convocation of the vachanakaras of the 12th. cemury

address delivered at Bangalore Unl\'er and Kuvempu.

sity, K Every resi begins

the Gandhian princij di with the iconid of Kuvempu. He is

the freedom struggle but with freedom
of abandoned. He says that the Nehruvian

probably the only major Kannada writer
whois: c[a:med asamentor by move-

1y aspired to the he Dalit, Bandaya
writ- ped western i ignored  andleft-leaning democratic movements.
I the Indi: it i i conversa-

ersaim ated
the

ind: those who willingly nccept lmpmenshed by colonial rule. This led lo

T his major

the orientalist binary categonsanon of hi h writers th whic
a West | East,a not to bx the uncritical blanket analogy, s caymg
ic ele in Vi rjection of everything. that when you shnmaliger youneeda
thought. double-barrel gun anda sharpaim. In
1n 1974, Kuvempu gave two speeches Need for reinterpretation this case, the gun has to be trained at

which reiterated his rationalist attitude
to religion and his critical engagement
with contemporary social issues. The
first one was his inaugural speech at the
historic conference of the Karnataka Ba-

Okkuta, an
association of progressive writers deeply

greater inequality and destruction of the
rural economy.
g cp

tions continue to invigorate myriad col-
lective initiatives against communalism,
regressive traditionalism and obscurant-

class and bureaucracy and centralisa-
tion of power created a political class of

ism. Later have been redis-
covering Kuvempu through the writings
of Prof M D Nanjundaswamy, P Lankesh

‘While he agreed with the writers that your head and your brain to cleanse them  ‘scoundrels and criminals’ (Kuvempu’s und Poornachandra Tejaswi.

theliterary and cultural texts of the past of blmd beliefs and uncritical thinking. it i i . amentor
were ic, he urged th to the famous ‘Boosa electoral processes, illing the true and ani "ad Vi

a wholesale rejection of the: pasl works. eplsude " triggered by the statement spirit of democracy. Therefore, democ- of the present generation. And a]so prob-
Ju goldor made by i aminister in racy| has become amockeryin India ably the one trustworthy guide amid the
naments j hevareh irlooms Devaraj Urs cabit much thits yofautocratic rulersand present collective frenzy and the destruc-

of the past, but they are smelted to make

of Kannada literature was mere cattle

Source: Deccan Herald, p.12, Feb, 8, 2024
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Bill to usher in reservation in
cooperative societies across
State cleared by Cabinet

The reservation will come into effect for all nominations to administrative boards of middle-level,

federal, and apex body of cooperative institutions, says Minister H.K. Patil

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

o introduce reser-
vation matrix to
members from

Scheduled Castes, Sche-
duled Tribes, and Other
Backward Classes, the Kar-
nataka Souharda Coopera-
tive (Amendment)
Bill-2024 will be tabled by
the State government in
the Budget session starting
Monday.

Law and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister H.K. Patil
told presspersons here af-
ter the Cabinet meeting
that once the Bill is passed,
reservation will be imple-
mented in more than
25,000 cooperative socie-
ties and institutions across
the State.

“The reservation will
come into effect for all
nominations to administra-
tive boards of middle level,
federal, and apex body of
cooperative institutions,”
he said, adding that the at
least one women will get a
chance to be nominated in
each of the more than
25,000 cooperative institu-

‘Unity Mall’ to promote
traditional craft, handloom

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Cabinet approved set-
ting up “Unity Mall” to pro-
mote traditional handi-
craft, handloom, and
Geographical Indications
(GI) products at Mysuru. It
will come up on 6.5 acres
at the Dasara Exhibition
Grounds at a cost of ¥193
crore and is part of One

District One Product
(ODOP) that will be funded
through interest-free loan
from the Centre. The pro-
ject was announced in the
2023-2024 Union Budget.
The project is to promote
heritage products of the
State and economic oppor-
tunities as part of tourism,
and will introduce the
State’s rich heritage to the
tourists.

tions besides representa-
tion for SCs/STs and OBCs
going up. He, however,
said that the quantum of
reservation will be part of
the Bill.

Equal voting rights

The Cabinet also approved
the Karnataka Cooperative
Societies  (Amendment)
Bill, 2024, that seeks to
provide equal voting rights
to all members of the so-
cieties and seeks to abolish
Karnataka  Cooperative

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Feb. 9, 2024
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Election Authority. It seeks
to create Election Depart-
ment under Director of
Cooperative department.

The Cabinet decided to
withdraw the Karnataka
Transgenic And Genetical-
ly Modified Cotton Seeds
(Fixation of Sale Price and
Payment of Compensa-
tion) Bill, 2015, which was
pending awaiting Presiden-
tial assent.

The decision was taken
since the Union Agricul-
ture and Farmers Welfare

Department felt that the
State law was not needed
since the sale of seeds is in-
ter -State and price control
rule 2015 had been noti-
fied.

Phone for anganwadi
workers

Among other decisions, it
also approved purchase of
75,938 smart phones at a
cost of ¥89.61 crore to be
distributed to anganwadi
workers under the Inte-
grated Child Development
project’s Poshan Abhiyan.
Each phone will cost
11,800 and will aid in
tracking the implementa-
tion of Poshan Abhiyan
that will integrate nutrition
projects for women and
children.

It also approved chang-
es to Karnataka Adminis-
trative Service Rules to re-
duce the minimum years
of service for promotion in
KAS (super time scale) and
KAS (selection grade) as a
one-time measure. The
proposed amendment will
help as many as 45 KAS of-
ficers to get promotions.

Back to Contents




Urban Affairs

Places offering paying guest accommodation are often run in buildings flouting municipal bylaws,
while low-cost ones find commercial classification challenging

Who keeps

aneyeon
PG facilities?

SHREE DN
BENGALURU, DHNS

amesh (name changed), an
upcoming actor from Deva-
nahalli, stays in a paying
guest (PG) accommodation
in Mahalakshmi Layout in
Bengaluru He pays Rs4,600 monthly

priced high, ranging fromRs 15,000
toRs 25,000, with tags such as co-liv-
ingspaces or executive PGs. These
haveofficesin other citiesand hire
managers torun the facilities.

Concerns aplenty

h:

ring
mc]udmg three meals aday. He packs

demand lar low-cosr accommodn
ovid. I

Duetoboommg ofﬁcespacem'\rket
d the

rwork,
andreturnsatmghttohlt k by Providing parking
supper. ment, landlords convert land parcels spaces, good
ishome tolakhs of such and bifurcate plots food and facilities

yuungsters aspiringtomakealivingor  without big
students focused on studies. Post-Cov-  ties, parking, parks water treatment, challenge for oper-
id, suchmigration to thecity has garbage segregation facilities, etc., atorsamid the city’s
increased. and Hengaluru isgrappling saysar resnden(ofwhneﬁeld involved limited resourcesand
tocope da- illegal PGsin thearea. how (hebunldmgs
nons.leadmgmaPGbnnm Khata,and arepl

There arelow-cost facilities i theward engineering department resuleanysuchfa
the city that: start fromRs 4,500 per oversees constructionon these lands. cilities fail toget trade
month. D therent, the Ultimately,dt licences, whichare
infrastructure varies. The ones who bribery, illegalmulti-floor structuresare  the only manda-
pay minimum rentgetathree-or construct i dtosetback tory requi
four-sharing room, with common and BBMP'sbuildingbylaws, saysthe toruna PG, issued
bathroomsand toilets for the entire resident. Theyarelater convertedinto bythe Public Health
floor and no privacy. Facilities like Wi- PG i Departmentin Bruhat
FiTV,etc., bl The ownerswhobuild such facili- BengaluruMal
Almostall PG accommodations offer tieseither operate them themselves Palike (BBMP).

food, whichisincluded in the rent.
Therearealso corporate-run PG fa-
cilities, withapps for inmates, security
features, flexible timings and better
facilities. Such facilities generallyare

orrentthem out. Sometimes, they
outsource the operations. Usually,
the ground floor parking is converted
intoa cafeteria; other floors become
PG units.

Cops toregister PGs and mmateshyMarch 30

Dayananda, Com- —
ner of Police

The central GST commission has
categorised PGs as commercial, mak-
ing GST of 18% mandatory. However,
the BBMP does notdefine theright
category for PG accommodations.
Many PGsoperate under the residen-
tial category, without commercial
water or electricity connections, and
do Tt treat sewage or segregate gar-

for Bengaluru City, saysa
private portal is being used
toupdatethe details of

visitorlogs
= CCTVii

q

fin- ifaunith than
matesand the numbers of 3040 people.
their relatives and maintain Many PGsavoid sharing PAN cards

and! collect rentalsin cashtoavoid

taxes, | irculation of

paying guestaccommoda- firesafetysteps are man- black money.
tionsin thecity. The police datory “The governmentintervention can
didasuccessful trialin the = Consumption and stor- change.not withaffordable rental
Marathahalli area. Outof ageofdrugsi: ibi )! ina lnrmnre
1100 PGsinthe Whitefield L) efficientand equitabl V'saysa
division,about 900 have thestaffhiredand mainte- Whitefield resident.
been onboarded. nance ofinformation
“Thisis the firstsuch police, thoughnotlo!he = Providinginformation Takingatoll onresources

effortin thecity. The city public. Now, offorei; i Sourcy wasteisaprob-
hasover 5,000 PGs,and i i lemwith manyPG accommodations.
over 1,000 have been tionofall ﬂ‘lcPGSInthcclty throughFormC Despite generating more than 100 kg
addedtotheportal. There  byMarch30 by, u N of ily, not getting qualified as
isuni i now. 'Gsin  between10 pmto6am abulkwaste, geuemtonsye( another
Untilnow, nobodyknew city. ® Essential phone num- issue.
whowas stayingin these The pohcevenﬁanon bers (local police: station. One auto collects waste from 750
PGs, whois gois N of d registra- One PG where

i i lable tionisnot yyet. dical vll.cs \103), 30-40 peopleliveis considered asone
intheportal,”saysRaman  Th i issueda i unit, leading tounmanageable gar-
Gupta, Additional Com- i Il accord- b bagei to. All these
missioner of Police (East),  ing towhich: mustbereadnlyavmlahle lead to commemal properties taking

gal u BBMP: u Th awny

d: he private y managensrespomihlefor ses.

portalisaccessible to the ® PGsmustcollectthe anyuntowardincidents. “Thcqualiry oflife of residents

living near PGs getsaffected,”says R

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Feb, 3, 2024
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Number of
PGs in city

(Zonewise)

Data: BBMP (November 2023)

Aview of Whitefield. Many mas;sn_ co-living units

Tor
municipal [aws. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT/
WHITEFIELD WARD COMMITTEE
Raja- The case for low-cost PGs
go- The PG Owners Welfare Association
claims to have over 2,000 members.
palan, Butitestimates thenumber of people
Con- residing in PG accommodationsis
venor of about 13-14lakh. The Association
Bengaluru  president, Arunkumar D T,says that
lystan
Welfare Asso- affordable PGsthatrangebetween
ciation, The BBMP, Rs5,000t0Rs10,000 per month,
being the urbanlocal body, focusing on students and unemployed
issupposed toact decisively, but orpeoplewith part-time jobs trying to
itdoesnot,astherearevested politi-  settleinthecity.

calinterests behind the money that
comes outof PG business, headds.

Theassociation had reachedoutto
thechiefminister thrice,demanding

“The pnmarylssue iszoning, that watemnd elecmmybll]s should
the ratea cial. The
multi-dwelling unit, Wthh affects CM's office d:recred Lhem to (he
density, parking, garbage collecti
ete,”explains Rajagopalan. The ‘Water Supply .md Sewemge Board
Association haswritten tothe BBMP and Karnataka Electricity Regulatory

asking thebody to fixmany of the
the PGs, such as their

Commission, whorefusedto consider

license to operate, zoning, taxation,
and enforcement of rules.
“They were coming upin new areas
like HSR Layout or Sarjapur; old
buildingsin old Bengaluruareasalso
makeway for PGs. People apply for
tradelicences usinga category called
hostel, which has fewer restrictions.
Zoningis notlooked at when Ihc
license is given,” adds Raj:

“There are people who try to mint
money investing in PG business, while
therearealso people who takeup the
PGbusiness for livelihood, with small-
erunitsand fewer people. We stand
for the second category,” he explains.

Hesaysthe bigger units with corpo-
ratestructuresand remote manage-
mentare comingupin theareaswhere

Though the BBMP wants towork
on fixinga framework to regulate
PGs, sources say nothing much has
been doneso far.

Restricting the maximum number
of guests per room, the number of

premium educationinstitutionsrun.
Arunkumarargues thatsmaller
PGsshould beclassified as semi-com-
mercial units.
“Those wholivein PGsneed not
bewell-off. People from various

matters were to belooked into, and a
framework has yetto come out.

BBMP officials say that as of No-
vember 2023, 2292 PG accommo-
dations have taken trade licences
from the BBMP.

They claim to be visiting and
checking the licences of PG accom-
modations and bringing more of
them under the licence ambit.

However, the city police say there
are aminimum of 5,000 PGsin the
city.

backgr d youth,
studentsand people taking free
government coaching for IASor KAS
examinations comeand stay insuch
facilities. The burden of commercial

fall onsuchi
cannotaffordit,” hesays, explammg
therationale behind the demands for
semi-commercial charges. PG own-
ersalsomustconsideritasasocial
service, headds.

Feedback deas? Suggestion:

leccanherald.




Bengaluru is now in the sixth place
in global traffic congestion ranking

It was ranked two in 2022. Police say slight improvement in travel time, average speed due to prioritising traffic management over enforcement

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
BENGALURU

adjudged the sixth

most congested city in
the world in terms of traffic
on its streets, as per the
traffic index from Tom-
Tom, a Dutch location
technology firm. However,
this marks an improve-
ment in the city’s traffic
congestion as the same re-
port for 2022 ranked Ben-
galuru as the second most
congested city for that
year. Despite this improve-
ment, Bengaluru remained
India’s most congested city
in 2023.

According to the report,
the average duration to tra-
verse 10 km in Bengaluru
was 28 minutes and 10 se-
conds in 2023, showing a
slight enhancement from
the 29 minutes recorded in
2022. The average speed
during peak hours in 2023
was 18 kmph, up from 14
kmph in 2022.

The report reveals that

l n 2023, Bengaluru was

TS S e Y "; -

In 2023, the most challenging day fo

o Y

r commuting in Bengaluru was

September 27, requiring an average travel time of 32 minutes and
50 seconds to cover 10 km. This was the day when the Outer Ring

Road was jam-packed.

an average Bengaluru com-
muter spent a total of 257
hours on the road during
peak hours in 2023, of
which 132 hours could be
attributed to congestion.
Specifically, on Fridays
between 6 p.m. and 7 p.m.,

the average time to drive 10
km in Bengaluru was 36
minutes and 20 seconds.
M.N. Anucheth, Joint
Commissioner of Police,
Traffic, drew attention to
the fact that Bengaluru
stands alone among the

Source: The Hindu, p.3, Feb. 4, 2024

61

Traffic Index Ranking 2023

ty ‘ Average travel
rank time per 10 km

1 London 37 min 20 sec +1 min

2 Dublin 29 min 30 sec +1 min

B Toronto 29 min +50 sec

4 Milan 28 min 50 sec +20 sec

5 Lima 28 min 30 sec +1min 20 sec
6 Bengaluru 28 min 10 sec -1 min

i Pune 27 min 50 sec +30 sec

8 Bucharest 27 min 40 sec +20 sec

9 Manila 27 min 20 sec +20 sec

10 Brussels 27 min +20 sec

top 10 cities in having de-
creased the average time to
cover 10 km by one minute
when compared with
2022. Other cities added
more minutes in 2023.

Five corridors

Mr. Anucheth attributes
the improvement to the
emphasis on traffic man-
agement rather than enfor-
cement. “The entire re-
source is now deployed for

Source: TomTom

traffic management in the
city. Additionally, we have
identified five corridors
with high traffic density,
addressing issues through
measures such as adjusting
signal timings, relocating
bus stands, and leveraging
technology to identify con-
gestion factors. Our res-
ponse mechanism has im-
proved, allowing us to
identify and resolve on-
ground issues,” he added.

In 2023, the most chal-
lenging day for commuting
in Bengaluru was Septem-
ber 27, requiring an aver-
age travel time of 32 mi-
nutes and 50 seconds to
cover 10 km. This was the
day when the Outer Ring
Road was jam-packed and
internationally renowned
stand-up comic Trevor
Noah cancelled his show in
the city.

As per the report, other
congested cities in India in-
clude Pune, securing the
seventh position world-
wide. While Delhi holds
the 44th position, Mumbai
holds the 54th position in
the world rankings.

In 2023, London is in
the top position among the
world’s most congested ci-
ties, registering an average
speed of 14 kmph during
peak hours. It is followed
by Dublin in Ireland, To-
ronto in Canada, Milan in
Italy, and Lima in Peru, all
with average speeds of 16
kmph, 18 kmph, 17 kmph,
and 17 kmph, respectively.
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Inmany areas, residents
notice dysfunctional or
unmonitored cams

—_———

SNEHA RAMESH & CHETAN B C
BENGALURU, DHNS

engaluruboasts close to three lakh
Bclosed-circuit television (CCTV)

cameras, but residents remain
unconvinced about the safety they of-
fer. Some believe that thereis a need for
more cameras, considering the popu-
lation density and the growing crime
rate. Others raised concerns about the
functionality of the existing cameras.

In many areas, residents noted dys-
functional or unmonitored cameras.
The CCTV camerasareinstalled by var-
ious stakeholders,and asa result, there
is no single authority overseeing their
functioning, they said.

“There are a few cameras in the area
but we definitely need more. We have
also written to the police requesting
more, especially in areas that report
more crimes and thefts. There are nu-
merous examples of these cameras
helping crackdown on offenders and
preventcrimes,”said Saud Dastagir, Vice
Presidentofthe Fraser Town Residents’
Welfare Association.

Christopher Cruz, an executive mem-
ber of the North East Resident Welfare
Association (NERWA), shared a similar
view.

“In instances of chain snatching or
mobile snatching, we have worked
with the police to source CCTV foot-
age. It was then that we realised that
many of the cameras, especially those
installed by the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP), are not
working. Many times, there are cam-
eras but nobody knows who is mon-
itoring them or how we can get the
footage.”

While mostresidents were satisfied
with the working of the cameras in-
stalled by the police, they pointed out
that those installed or maintained by
the BBMP were of no help.

“A few years ago, we got close to 15
camerasinstalled using the funds from
Members of Parliament Local Area
Development Scheme (MPLADS)
and these were handed over to BBMP
for maintenance. However, in just a
fewmonths, they stopped functioning
since the BBMP did not pay the power
bills. Now, weresidents have taken the
initiativeand connected themto one of
the housesnearbytoensure theydon’t
go defunct,” said Sneha Nandihal, a
member of ‘Il Change Indiranagar’.

Residents pointed out that the ma-
jority of the CCTV cameras in White-
field, Marathahalli,and the Outer Ring
Road were not functioning, and they
emphasised the importance of func-
tional camerasin tracing missing peo-

\.

QUESTIONING SAFETY

Doubtingthelens: City’s
CCTV camerasunder scrutiny

CCTV cameras on Airport Road near Ganganagar are obstructed by tree

branches. bH PHOTO/B K JANARDHAN

lon-functional CCTV caeras in front of BangaluruOne Centre in Sampangi
Rama Nagar and Shanthi Nagar BMTC bus terminal. bH PHOTOS/S K DINESH

T

ple. A volunteer with the Whitefield
Rising citizens’ group said that the
footageis crucial, especially ininstanc-
esthatinvolve tracing missing people.

“Over the last month, we received
reports of three missing children and
four missingadults.If the camerasare
functional, it will make tracing miss-
ing people easier and faster, along
with addressing many other law and
order, safety, and security issues,” the
volunteer said.

Acknowledging that some CCTV
cameras may not be functioning,
Bengaluru City Police Commissioner
B Dayananda told DH that the police
could not interfere with the working
of camerasinstalled by private parties.

“Although there are dysfunctional
cameras, the numbers are minimal.
In cases where MLAs and Resident
Welfare Associations have installed
cameras, many of themare out of ser-
vice. We can neither maintain them
nor force them to doit,” he said.

Aim to improve surveillance

The police department is collaborating
withcitizens and commercial establish-
mentstoenhance coverage. The depart-
ment plans to increase the number of
CCTV cameras to at least 500,000 by
theend of theyear.

To expand the area under CCTV
coverage, the police will enforce the
Karnataka Public Safety (Measures)
Enforcement Act, 2017. This act man-
dates that commercial establishments,
schools, hospitals, or any public places
with a footfall of 100 ata time or 500 in
adayinstall CCTV cameras.

Police inspectors have been directed
to regularly inspect all the establish-
mentsintheirjurisdiction and maintain
a report. The Assistant Commissioner
of Police (ACP), in charge of that juris-
diction, has been instructed to penalize
them with Rs 5,000 for the first offense
and Rs10,000 for subsequentviolations
until theyimplement the rule.

Acknowledging the role Resident

New tech soon

The Bengaluru City Police have
installed 7,500 cameras under the
Safe City project, of which 2,700
areyet to be operational. Along
with surveillance features, these
new cameras are Artificial intelli-
gence enabled and have the ability
torecognise facesand number
plates.

Going ahead, these cameras will
allow the police to track suspects
by feeding theirimages to the
system. Once the system is fed
with theimage of the suspects, the
police can identify their location
if they pass through any of these
cameras and also track them live
on the map until they are moving
intheareas covered by the Al-en-
abled cameras. This will help the
police toact swiftly.

The system will also be fed with
adatabase of habitual offenders
and this will help them track their
movements. Using their locations
and camera visuals, Police can

both detect and predict crimes
they might get involved in.
Cameras Notices issued
installed [ to commercial
under establishments
public
safetyact
Central 12,338 472
East 48,274 2,680
West 41,734 7,949
North 33,523 3,185
South 39,085 5,402
NorthEast 22574 2,767
SouthEast 50,590 4,956
Whitefield 44,703 2,866
Total 292,821 30,277
SOURCE: BENGALURUCITY POLICE

Welfare Associations (RWAs) play, po-
lice are also approaching them to part-
nerandsetup CCTV cameras. Recently,
RWAsin Thalaghattapura police station
limits partnered with the police and in-
stalled 300 cameras in their area.

“Such initiatives are welcome. When
people set up such infrastructure, they
display their responsibility towards the
city, and this also inspires the police
personnel and holds us accountable,”
Dayananda said.

Cameras geotagged

To ensure they have the location of
every CCTV camera at their disposal,
the police have geotagged every public
camera. Thiswill help themidentify the
CCTV cameras available at the crime
spot within a few minutes using the
Mobile Crime and Criminal Tracking
Network & Systems (MCCTNS). The
investigating officers canthenreach out
totheownerand obtainaccess tovisuals
from these cameras.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Feb, 4, 2024
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Only 5,000 of 7500 CCTV cameras installed
under Safe City project working in city

Jahnavi T.R.
BENGALURU

Out of the 7,500 CCTV
cameras installed by the
Bengaluru city police un-
der the Safe City project,
only 5,000 are working as
of now. The remaining
2,500 are expected to be-
come functional by the
end of February.

“There are some techni-
cal problems with the re-
maining cameras, and they
are being fixed. They will
start functioning within a
month,” a senior police of-
ficial said.

Even as the police claim
that 5,000 cameras are
working, citizens from
across the city have ex-
pressed their disappoint-
ment about these cameras
being non-functional.

Recently, when a 12-
year-old boy went missing
from Whitefield, many in
the city came together to
coordinate the search ef-
forts for the boy. What sur-
prised the volunteers who
were directly involved in
the search was the fact that

Ctizens from across Bengaluru
have expressed their
disappointment about several
cameras installed under the
Safe City project being
non-functional. FILE PHOTO

most cameras installed by
the police were not
working.

“The majority of CCTV
cameras in Whitefield, Ma-
rathahalli, and Quter Ring
Road areas are not opera-
tional. With footage from
just one camera from near
Kauvery Hospital, the
search team was able to
track the missing child bet-
ter. If all the CCTV cameras
were operational, perhaps

the child could have been
found sooner, along with
many who are reported
missing every day,” said a
member of the search
team for the boy.

Similarly, the residents
of Talaghattapura alleged
that all the 40 cameras in-
stalled in the locality under
the Safe City project are
not working. “They are all
high-end cameras, but
none is working. No one
even knows where the feed
from the cameras goes,”
said Vajapeyam Srivatsa of
Changemakers of Kana-
kapura Road.

Residents’ initiative
Taking matters into their
own hands to have came-
ras that do not need the in-
volvement of the govern-
ment, members of the
Changemakers of Kana-
kapura Road pooled in
around 36 crore to 37 crore
to procure over a hundred
CCTV cameras for
Talaghattapura.

“With Talaghattapura’s
proximity to NICE Road,
there were major safety is-

Source: The Hindu, p.3, Feb. 4, 2024
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sues near the entry and ex-
it points. We discussed
with the local police in-
spector who said there was
a need for around 300
cameras in the locality,”
Mr. Srivatsa said. Under
the project executed en-
tirely by the residents’ wel-
fare associations (RWAs),
101 cameras have already
been installed while 30 to
40 more are in the
pipeline.

As an example, for the
importance of the work-
ings of these CCTV came-
ras, the Talaghattapura
police have solved a couple
of crimes in the last few
months (since before the
formal inauguration of the
control room in Talaghat-
tapura police station), with
the help of these cameras,
the residents said. “There
was a murder at Chikke-
gowdapalya and a daylight
robbery, and in both cases,
the police could recognise
the number plates of the
vehicles involved and
catch the culprits because
of these cameras,” Mr. Sriv-
atsa said.

With the need for safety
measures increasing, ma-
ny RWAs from the outskirts
of the city are taking the
same approach of install-
ing CCTV cameras by
themselves. Along with
this, many local police sta-
tions, apartment complex-
es, educational institutions
and commercial establish-
ments have installed CCTV
cameras. Further, the Bru-
hat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP) and the of-
fices of some MLAs have al-
so installed CCTV cameras
at various places.

However, the question
remains what is the use of
safety infrastructure put
up under government in-
itiatives, if it is not func-
tional? “CCTVs are meant
for safety and security. Yet,
when the need to review
footage comes up many do
not work. How then is this
expense of public money
to install CCTVs justified?
Why are those that are sup-
posed to be using it, such
as the police, not acting on
fixing this?” asked a resi-
dent from Whitefield.



Govt. announces
new uniform fare
structure for cabs

The new fare system has brought in a simple three slab structure based

on the value of the car and has done away with flexible pricing

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government has
introduced a new uniform
fare for all cabs in the city,
including those operating
using aggregator plat-
forms, like Ola and Uber,
and traditional city taxis.
The new fare system has
brought in a simple three
slab structure based on the
value of the car and has
done away with flexible
pricing.

The government’s notifi-
cation issued on Saturday,
explicitly prohibits aggre-
gators from collecting any
fee additional to what is
prescribed, effectively ban-
ning surge pricing. The
notification says that fares
will be calculated solely
based on the government’s
prescribed rates.

Under the revised struc-
ture, the base fare for a dis-
tance of upto four kilo-
metres starts at ¥100 for
vehicles valued upto 10
lakh, with an additional
charge of %24 per kilo-
metre thereafter. For vehi-
cles priced between %10
lakh and %15 lakh, the in-
itial four-kilometre fare is
set at 115, with a subse-
quent per-kilometre rate of
328. Vehicles exceeding
the %15-lakh mark will have
a minimum fare of 130 for
the first four kilometres,
with each additional kilo-
metre priced at ¥32.

Hemanth Kumar, Addi-
tional Commissioner,
Transport Department and
secretary, Karnataka State
Transport Authority, high-
lighted the elimination of
different fare structures for
app-based cabs and city
taxis. He said the new sys-
tem replaces the previous
setup, which included mi-

Cab rates

Type of vehicle

Fixed fare

(for a minimum
of 4 km)

Below %10 lakh
Value
of the Between 10 lakh | 3115
vehicle | and %15 lakh

Above 15 lakh

2100

2130

Luggage rates: Free for the first 120 kg, ¥7 for the next 30 kg or a

part thereof

Waiting charges: Free for the first 5 minutes and %1 for every

minute later

Night fare: 10% additional fare can be collected for trips between

midnightand 6 a.m.

Taxi aggregators can collect GST and toll from passengers

No flexible charges can be collected, aggregators can only collect
the prescribed charges by the government

nimum and maximum
fares for different catego-
ries. Moreover, the new
structure removes the non-
AC category, citing the
standardisation of air-con-
ditioned amenities across
all vehicles.

The order also specifies
that waiting charges are
free for the initial five mi-
nutes and thereafter will
be billed at %1 per minute.
App-based aggregators will
collect a 5% Goods and Ser-
vices Tax from passengers,
and toll charges may be
passed on to riders. Night-
time fares, applicable from
12 a.m. to 6 a.m., will incur
a 10% surcharge.

Previously, the fare
structure was revised for
app-based cabs in 2021 and
categorised into four slabs
based on the value of vehi-
cles. Non-app-based city
taxis were subject to vary-
ing minimum fares de-
pending on the presence of
air conditioning.

Tanveer Pasha, presi-
dent, Ola Uber Drivers’
and Owners’ Association,
welcomed the government
bringing in a uniform fare
structure for all cabs in the
city. “Under the previous
system, there were con-
cerns over both driver’s
earnings and costs to the
passengers,” he said.

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Feb. 5, 2024
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What is white-topping of Bengaluru
roads, cleared by Cabinet, all about?

Even though it is done to avoid frequent accidents, the priority given to white-topping over many other pending works has not been taken well by many commuters and citizen activists

EXPLAINER

BENGALURU

he State Cabinet
T last week approved
1200 crore action

plan for white topping of
roads in the Bruhat Benga-
luru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP) limits. Prior to
that, the BBMP had pro-
posed white topping of 43
roads, with over 35 of them
located in the Central Busi-
ness District (CBD) area of
Bengaluru. M.G Road and
Race Course Road, both of
which are in good condi-
tion, were included in the
list of roads slated for a
comprehensive makeover.
The allocated funds for this
project are 5 crore for
M.G Road and 13.16 crore
for Race Course Road.
‘Though the finished white-
topped roads have to an ex-
tent eased traffic and re-
duced frequent accidents
in the city, the priority gi-
ven to white topping over
many other pending works
has not been taken well by
many commuters and citi-
zen activists.

‘What is white-topping
of roads?

White-topping involves the
removal of conventional
black-top or bitumen-as-
phalted roads, replacing
them with a layer of con-
crete. The durability of the
concrete used is thought to
be superior, aiming to pre-
vent the development of
potholes. Concrete roads,
with a promised lifespan
ranging from 15 to
20 years, offer durability
compared to asphalt
roads, which require re-
tarring every three to four
years. Advocating for
white-topping, the BBMP
started white-topping
roads in Bengaluru in 2016
following the TenderSure
model, asserting that it

Mysuru road flyover down ramp cl

provides a long-term solu-
tion to the persistent poth-
ole issues that Bengaluru
has been facing for several
decades.

What are TenderSure
roads?

The concept of TenderSure
roads, formulated by the
non-profit Jana Urban
Space in 2011, encompass-
es a holistic design ap-
proach for streets that in-
cludes spaces for essential
utilities like power, water,
sewage, drainage, telecom,
and gas lines. The Tender-
Sure initiative was con-
ceived to tackle the preva-
lent issues that contribute
to the notoriety of Indian
roads, such as chaotic traf-
fic, potholes, deteriorated
footpaths, overflowing
drainage, poorly pos
tioned power transform-
ers, and the intricate tan-
gle of electrical wiring and
telecom fixtures.

In 2016, the BBMP had
announced that 12 roads
would be white-topped,

i for Te

T

<
losed for white-topping
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works in August 2021. K MURALIKUMAR

5 B e sl 3
A portion of Old Madras road closed on one side, between Catholic Cemetry and Indiranagar 100 ft road

junction, for white-topping work by BBMP, in March 2023. K MURALI KUMAR

Dust during white-topping work on Sanjayanagar Main Road on September 2021.

roads, totaling 103.60 kms,
slated for elevation to Ten-
derSure standards. As on
2019, various roads in the
CBD  area, including
Church Street, Richmond
Road (General Thimmaiah

ad esidency Road

the TenderSure project.

Phases and cost of

white-topping roads

in Bengaluru

In 2016, the BBMP initiated

the white-topping of a
i 94.5 kil

(Field Marshal Cariappa
Road), Commissariat Road,
Museum Road, Nrupatun-

works across two packag-
es, with an additional 50

ga Road, and p
Road, have undergone va-
rious renovations under

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Feb.

of roads in Bengaluru un-
der two separate packages,
with an estimated project
cost of ¥986.64 crore. The
second phase of white-top-
ping, covering a 63-kilome-

5, 2024

ter stretch, incurred a cost
0f 3709 crore.

As part of Phase 3 in
2019, the then JD(S)-Con-
gress government sanc-
tioned the white-topping
of approximately 123 kms
across 89 roads in Bengalu-
ru, amounting to ¥ 1,172
crore. However, Phase 3
encountered delays and
was eventually halted, con-
tributing to setbacks in the
overall project timeline
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and increased expenses. In
2022, the BBMP submitted
a new proposal (third
phase), requesting grants
and approval from the go-
vernment. The project in-
cluded 39 roadways, in-
cluding the 19-km Outer
Ring Road in K.R. Puram
that runs between Central
Silk Board and Lowry Junc-
tion, at a cost of ¥ 1,449
crore.

More Bengaluru roads
to be white-topped

In December 2023, Karna-
taka Deputy Chief Minister
and Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar announced that
white-topping would be
employed to develop more
roads in Bengaluru and
that a meeting with all city
legislators will be held
soon over the issue. Mr.
Shivakumar had said that

discriminately in the city
for installing cables and
other works; So, white-top-
ping should be taken up in
a planned manner. He said
that the government was
prioritising white-topping,
as such roads have a lifes-
pan of 25 to 40 years.

Less than a month after
the Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister’s announce-
ment, the BBMP an-
nounced that it would
white top 43 major roads in
the CBD area. On average,
the BBMP has estimated
the cost of white-topping
one kilometre at 12
crore. Some of the roads
included 100 Feet Outer
Ring Road (Jalahalli Cross
o TVS Cross), Dinnur Main
Road, Bull Temple Road,
Race Course Road, West of
Chord Road, Sarjapur
Road and Jakkur Road.

M.G. Road, the promi-
nent in Ben-

for the whil pping pro-
ject, U000 crore was
available with the State go-
vernment, noting a de-
mand to extend such roads

roads were being dug in-

galuru, is one of the 43

roads earmarked for white-

topping. The proposed
=

Trinity Circle is anticipated
to incur a substantial cost
of 45 crore. However, the
idea of white-topping M.G.
Road has faced criticism by
commuters and citizen ac-
tivists, as all adjacent
roads, including Residency
Road, Brigade Road, and
Queen’s Road, were origi-
nally developed using the
TenderSure model and are
currently in excellent con-
dition. Several citizens ex-
pressed concerns about
white-topping M.G. Road,
which is already in good
condition. There is also
fear that white-topping in
the CBD area could lead to
traffic gridlocks, given that
Kamaraj Road is already
shut down due to the ongo-
ing Metro work.

Work cannot be

revoked, says

BBMP Chief

Defending the necessity of

white-topping a segment of

M.G. Road in Bengaluru,
¢ Commissi

Tushar Giri Nath, em-
phasised that the issued
work order cannot be re-
voked.

Despite facing criticism,
he asserted that BBMP is
committed to proceeding
with the white-topping of
the specified stretch. Tush-
ar Giri Nath said, “People
have the right to criticise
and we cannot stop them
from doing so. As far as the
white-topping works are
concerned, we will be go-
ing ahead with the work
for the roads marked for
white topping, including
the stretch on M.G. Road.”

“The white-topping of
roads is a long-term plan
and it boosts the longevity
of roads without the need
for fixing them frequently.
Work on the other road
stretches that have been
identified for white-top-
ping according to the re-

pping of the 2.2-
km segment from the Ma-
hatma Gandhi statue (near
the cricket stadium) to

dations given by a
senior engineer's report
are also in line,” he further
added.



Now, commuters in city demand a
uniform fare structure for autos too

‘While auto aggregators claim to adhere to the minimum fare fixed by the govt,, they still impose driver pick-up charge and other charges’

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
BENGALURU

fter the Karnataka
A government noti-
fied uniform fares

for all cabs and taxis, com-
muters are now calling for
a comparable uniform fare
system for autorickshaws.
Although the Transport
Department limited the
convenience fee charged
by app-based auto-rick-
shaw aggregators to 5% of
the government-fixed
fares, along with the ap-
plicable 5% GST, commu-
ters claim that different au-
to aggregators display
varying fares for the same
distance.

The minimum autorick-
shaw fare in the city is 30
for the first 2 km and 15
for every kilometre the-
reafter. While the auto ag-
gregators claim to adhere
to the minimum fare, they
still impose a driver pick-
up charge and other charg-
es, said Keshava Murthy, a
regular auto commuter. “A
few apps display an addi-
tional charge attributed to
the driver, which is to com-
pensate for traffic and oth-
er issues. It remains un-
clear whether the
government is monitoring
these extra charges that
the aggregator is levying,”

Union, said a uniform fare structure for autorickshaws would
benefit both passengers and auto drivers. FILE PHOTO

he said. Ranita Sharma,
another commuter, point-
ed out that a particular au-
to aggregator charges addi-
tional fees while waiting
for an auto, calling it ‘tip-
ping the driver” to book the
ride soon. She questioned
the legality of such a prac-
tice, emphasising that it's
high time that the govern-
ment brought uniformity
in auto fares booked
through aggregator apps.
“We have the option to tip,
ranging from %10 to T100.
Even if we tip ¥10 and wait,
it often takes a considera-
ble amount of time. Even-
tually, we end up tipping
350 or more before getting
a ride. If the aggregator is

imposing such charges,
what distinguishes getting
an auto through the app
from getting one directly
from an auto stand or the
roadside?” Ms. Sharma
questioned.

“We have received com-
plaints from the public,
and we will look into this
thoroughly. Auto drivers
have also raised concerns
about aggregators collect-
ing excessive commis-
sions, and we are examin-
ing the matter,” said
Transport Minister Ramal-
inga Reddy.

M. Manjunath, presi-
dent, Adarsha Auto and
Taxi Drivers” Union, said a
uniform fare structure for

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Feb. 7, 2024

Aggregators will face
action if uniform fare
rule is not followed’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

After the government noti-
fied uniform fare structure
for cabs and taxis, the ag-
gregators are yet to imple-
ment the new fares, raising
a question mark on its
implementation.
Transport Minister Ra-
malinga Reddy has warned
that aggregators must
comply with the order, or
they will face consequenc-
es.
“Aggregators must adh-
ere to the new fare struc-
ture, or we will take action.

autorickshaws would be-
nefit both passengers and
auto drivers. “Private apps
charge us hefty commis-
sions. Before these compa-
nies entered the market,
there was a harmonious re-
lationship between cus-
tomers and drivers. Regret-
tably, this connection has
been disrupted by the im-
position of excessive charg-
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This has been a long-stand-
ing demand from drivers
and passengers,” he said.
K. Radhakrishna Holla,
president of the Karnataka
State Travel Operators’ As-
sociation, said, “It is doubt-
ful how the government or-
der will be implemented as
the rate fixing directive has
been given not only for
Bengaluru city but also for
the entire State. The order
does not specify the moni-
toring mechanism for im-
plementing the fare struc-
ture, and it lacks details on
the nature of action if the
rule is not adhered to.”

es on our behalf. They
charge 100 for a 2-km
ride, only allocating 330 to
the drivers. We object to
such practices, as both cus-
tomers and drivers should
not bear unnecessary bur-
dens,” he said.

Govt. app soon
Notification of standard
fare structure for cabs is

significant given that the
State government is gear-
ing up to introduce its own
ride-hailing app soon. “We
are currently in the deve-
lopment phase of the app,
and it is scheduled for
launch in a month or two.
This government-run app
will adhere to the fare reg-
ulations set by the govern-
ment, with a comparative-
ly lower commission
charged from drivers in
contrast to existing private
aggregator apps,” Mr. Red-
dy said.

In response to an in-
crease in complaints from
taxi and auto drivers
against private ride-hailing
platforms in August 2023,
the government initiated
the development of its own
app. The primary reason
behind launching this ride-
hailing app is discontent
among cab and auto driv-
ers with the practices of
private ride-hailing plat-
forms, particularly con-
cerning the substantial
commissions these compa-
nies impose. Unions advo-
cating for cab and auto
drivers have persistently
asserted that the commis-
sions charged by cab ag-
gregators for each trip are
excessively high, signifi-
cantly impacting the earn-
ings of drivers.



91% of tunnelling completed,
Pink Line will open in 2025: DyCM

‘Bengaluru metro better
than the one in Delhi’

TBMBhadra
achieves
breakthrough; only
1.87-km tunnel
remains to be built

oy

BENGALURU, DHNS

ore than 91% of tun-
nelling has been com-
pleted on Namma

Metro’s longest underground
section, whichisslated to open
in2025.

A thunderous applause
swept through the KG Halli
metro station as Tunnel Bor-
ing Machine (TBM) Bhadra
emerged at 6.08 pmon Thurs-
day.

The German-made Herren-
knecht EPBmachine (S-840B)
bored a 1,186-metre, north-
bound tunnel from Venkatesh-
pura to KG Halli in 357 days,
or 3.3 metres per day on aver-
age. Thiswasthesecond tunnel
bored by Bhadra and the 22nd
ofthetotal 24 on the Pink Line.

Bhadra’s breakthrough was
witnessed by Deputy Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar, who
haschampionedthe building of
tunnelroadstoaddress Benga-
luru’s traffic problem.

Shivakumarstated asmuch.
“Wehave planned tunnel roads
in Bengaluru. Iam here to get
a first-hand understanding of
tunnel drillinganditschalleng-
es,”hetoldreporters.

Replying to a question from
'DH, Shivakumar said the gov-

kers at CI’Uﬁ

ionsite of the Kadugondanahal

Ii (KG Halli) metro station

on the Pink Line on Thursday. b+ PHOTOS/PUSHKAR V

ernment was sparing no effort
to expedite the metro work.
However, he didn’t specify
if the Pink Link would open
in March 2025, the existing
deadline. “The line will open
in2025,” he said.

The 21.26-km Pink Line,
which will connect Kalena
Agrahara to Nagavara, has a
13.76-kmunderground section
and a7.5-km elevated section.
The underground section in-
volves constructing 20.992-km
twintunnels. The construction
of18stations (12 underground,
six elevated)is 75% complete.

Bangalore Metro Rail Cor-
poration Limited (BMRCL)
deployed nine TMBs to con-
struct the tunnels. Seven of

them (Urja, Varada, Avni, Lavi,
Vindhya, Vamika and Rudra)
have finished their job.

The eighth one, Tunga, em-
barked on its final drive (KG
Halli-Nagavara, 935 metres)
on February 2.

Bhadra was the ninth ma-
chine. After Thursday’s break-
through, it will be relaunched
for its final assignment — a
939-metre northbound tunnel
from KG Halli to Nagavara —
onApril7,2024.

An executive of ITD Ce-
mentation Limited, which is
building the 4.591-km under-
ground metro line from Tan-
nery Road to Nagavara, said
Bhadra’s relaunch would take
anywhere between 30 and 60

daysdepending ontheamount
ofwelding needed forits cutter
head.

While the BMRCL said Tun-
gaand Bhadrawould complete
their final tunnelling drives
in August, December seems
morerealistic.

A senior BMRCL official
said the geology in the KG Hal-
li-Nagavara section comprised
a mix of weathered rock and
sandy silt/clayey sand, making
it relatively easier to tunnel,
but added that nothing could
be said with certainty about
Bengaluru’s soil profile.

“Some of our TBMs tun-
nelled 200 metres a month
while Bhadra averaged only
100,” the official said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A, Feb, 9, 2024
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Deputy Chief Mini:

DK Shi

said

Metro was better than the Delhi Metro because “we
never compromised on quality”.

On the airport line, he said land acquisition was 98%
complete, civil work 53% and the construction of 17

stations was goingon.

Shivakumar said all future metro lines in Bengaluru
would have two-level viaducts—one for theroad and
the other for the metro. “The BBMP will bear the fly-
over cost, while the BMRCL will fund the metro work. I
have seen such projects in Nagpur.”

Tunnel Boring Machine (TBM) Bhadraemerges out

of the Kadugondanahalli metro station.
Kamaraj | Feasibility studies

Roadto | for new lines
reopen in Feasibility studies are

April underway for extending the

5 metro to Anekal, Tumakuru

TheKematol! *:gflg Road and Bidadi. “I will give

CORBC RO AR ME details once the reports are

Road will reopen for
traffic in April. It was
closed in 2019 for
the construction of
the underground MG
Road metro station.

ready. We have to consult the
Centre before announcing
new lines,” Shivakumar

said, when asked if the
government would announce
new lines in the upcoming
state budget.



BBMP proposes ‘Light TenderSure’
model for footpath redevelopment

BBMP officials says this initiative will primarily focus on major roads that connect Green Line metro stations. The project

aims to enhance last-mile connectivity for public transport

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

o fix the poor con-
T dition of footpaths
near metro stations

in the city, the Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP) has now proposed
the redevelopment of foot-
paths using the ‘Light Ten-
derSure’ model along the
Green Line of Namma
Metro.

The BBMP officials said
that this initiative will pri-
marily focus on major
roads that connect Green
Line stations (Sampige
Road, Rajajinagar, Maha-
lakshmi Layout, Peenya,
Jalahalli, Dasarahalli, and
Nagasandra), to improve
last-mile connectivity and
creating pedestrian-friend-
ly footpaths. Officials said

B % Pt SESs 3 3 3
Afile photo of the poor condition of the footpath near Jayanagar metro sta

that the BBMP will allocate
%60 crore for the improve-
ment of footpaths on roads
connecting the metro sta-
tions within the West and
the South divisions of the
BBMP limits.

“The footpaths leading
to metro stations are not in
a good condition. Hence,
we have decided to take up
footpath redevelopment
under the Light Tender-
Sure model which is a sim-

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Feb. 9, 2024

S

tion in Bengaluru.

pler version of the regular
TenderSure footpath,” a se-
nior civic official said.
Officials  further ex-
plained that the ‘Light Ten-
derSure’ model involves
widening footpaths and re-

modelling drains, but it ex-
cludes the installation of
underground cables found
in the regular TenderSure
model, contributing to a
quicker completion of the
project.

The project aims to en-
hance last-mile connectivi-
ty for public transport by
creating broader and more
functional footpaths. The
officials hope that this kind
of road will improve pedes-
trian experience and will
encourage people to
choose walking as their
preferred mode of tran-
sport. Last year, under the
BBMP Budget, 450 crore
was earmarked for the
comprehensive develop-
ment of 350 km of arterial
and sub-arterial roads on
the ‘Light TenderSure’ mo-
del.

B'luru experts create transparent battery for smart glass

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Researchers in
Bengaluru have developed an
innovative transparent batte-
ry that can turn ordinary win-
dows into affordable energy-
storing smartglass.

The new technology, crea-
ted by scientists at Centre for
Nanoand Soft Matter Sciences
(CeNS) — an autonomous in-
stitute of the department of
science and technology — fea-

tures a smart window design
that remains transparent whi-
le storing solar energy during
the day. At night, the stored
energy can power electronic
devices in the room, and the
window gets a dark blue tint
thatensures privacy.

“The key breakthrough
enabling this smart window
technology is the engineering
of a high-performance aqueo-
us transparent battery with
adaptive colour-changing ca-

pabilities,” DST said in a state-
ment issued late Wednesday.
Stating that transparent
batteries require careful opti-
misation of the thickness of
the electrochromic layer to ba-
lance transparency and ener-
gy storage, the department sa-
id: “After systematic testing,
researchers determined the
ideal thickness of the elec-
trochromic tungsten oxide
cathode at 170nm. This thick-
ness strikes the right balance
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between energy capacity and
light transmittance.”

To further enhance the ca-
pacity, switching speed and
transparency contrast of the
battery, the researchers opti-
mised the electrolyte solution
and opted for an aluminium
anode configuration. The aqu-
eous electrolyte enables rapid
charging, fast switching and
elevated safety compared to
conventional  non-aqueous
electrolytes, the department

added. Ashutosh Kumar
Singh, lead scientistof the pro-
ject,said the use of cost-effecti-
ve aqueous electrolytes allows
transparent smart window
batteries to offer high perfor-
mance, safety and adaptive
transparency at minimal in-
vestment. “We aim to collabo-
rate with smart glass manu-
facturers to commercialise
this technology for integra-
tion into modern building in-
frastructure,” he added.
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