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Govt. issues norms for farm machinery hubs
to address labour shortage during harvesting

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

The State government has
issued guidelines to help
farmers’ groups set up
farm machinery hubs in
rural areas. This will ena-
ble farmers to take crop
harvesters on hire for a
short time, use them, and
return them.

The State Cabinet
cleared the scheme in its
meeting in November. As
per the plan, the total
number of hubs planned is
91, and the average num-
ber of hubs planned for
each district ranges from
two to 10. The scheme is
aimed at supporting in-
creased  mechanisation
and addressing the pro-
blem of labour shortage
during the harvest season.

STORIN N

B, ¢

Farm machinery hubs are meant to enable farmers take crop
harvesters on hire for a short time, use, and return them.

“Individual farmers are
also eligible to apply for
the scheme,” said G.T. Pu-
tra, Director, Department
of Agriculture. Individual
beneficiary can avail subsi-
dy up to 50% while institu-
tions can claim up to 70%.

Rural entrepreneurs,
who are either youth,
cooperative societies of
farmers, registered farm-
ers’ societies or farmer
producer  organisations
(FPOs), can establish an
agriculture  machinery

Source: The Hindu , p. 5, Jan 28, 2024

hub. An in-principle loan
sanction letter will be given
to the selected beneficiary.

As per the detailed gui-
delines issued on January
20, the hubs will be called
Krishi ~ Yantra  Dhare
centres. They will be cate-
gorised based on the crop
pattern, machinery used,
and ownership style. The
maximum subsidy for dif-
ferent categories of hubs is
— % crore for combo har-
vester hubs, 50 lakh for
combined harvester hubs,
and %50 lakh for sugarcane
harvester hubs. The bene-
fits will be distributed
among group, individual,
general, and SC/ST farm-
ers.

A committee headed by
the zilla panchayat CEO
will screen applications.
The district committee will

supervise the process of es-
tablishing hiring tariff and
maintenance operations.
This is to see that the hubs
are not out of the reach of
small and marginal farm-
ers.

It is an extension of the
centrally aided Sub Mis-
sion on Agricultural Me-
chanisation (SMAM)
scheme, where the Centre
contributes around 40% of
the subsidy. The Centre
provides credit-linked
back-ended financial assis-
tance in which beneficiar-
ies will get subsidy after
taking loans, where the
project cost is higher than
A crore.

But the State govern-
ment’s scheme is aimed at
clusters where the project
cost is under %1 crore, a se-
nior official said.



‘Over 1L livestock treated
by mobile vet units for
freein six months’

BENGALURU, DHNS: The state
government’s mobile veter-
inary units treated more
than one lakh livestock in six
monthsacross Karnataka,an
official said.

With 275 ambulances
equipped with diagnostic
tools, veterinarians, pa-
ra-veterinarians, drivers and
attenders, the project created
abenchmarkinanimal health
care, said Naushad Ali Khan,
the projecthead for the state.

The ambulances are run
bythe Department of Animal
Husbandry and Veterinary
Services. Each taluk was
given one ambulance while
some had two considering
larger farming lands and a
higher number of livestock.

“The ambulances are fit-
ted with sophisticated CAD
applications, along with GPS,
andaredispatched tovarious
locations as directed by the
command centre in Bengal-
uru,”’ he said, adding that this
has been the result of rigor-
ous door-to-door campaigns
acrossvariousvillagesin Kar-
nataka. He also said that this
initiative has helped largely
farmers in remote villages,
with lower accessibility to

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

veterinary services.

“While the most common
diseases among the cattle
include, lumpy skin disease
(LSD), foot and mouth dis-
ease (FMD) and dystocia,
the emergencies are usually
caused by accidents and poi-
soning,” said senior veterinar-
ian Dr R Venugopal, who is
part of the helpline service.

Thetreatmentiscomplete-
ly free, from the start to fol-
low-ups over, he said.

This apart, they also re-
ceived emergency cases
from dog and cat owners,
horse, donkey and monkey
rearers, typically fromurban
areas, including one elephant
in Bidar.

Whatis Project 1962?
With the collaborative ef-
forts of the state and central
governments along with
Eduspark International Pri-
vate Limited, an emergency
veterinary services helpline,
“1962” was established in
August 2023. As part of this
helpline, 275 mobile veter-
inary services were intro-
ducedin Gujarat, Telangana,
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh
and Karnataka.

4, Jan 30, 2024




3.97 lakh crore credit
potential for State in

2024-25:

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

National Bank for Agricul-
ture and Rural Develop-
ment (NABARD) has esti-
mated the credit potential
for Karnataka at ¥3.97 lakh
crore for 2024-25.

The credit potential for
the agriculture sector, in-
cluding the farm credit of
¥1,54,11738.36, has been es-
timated at ¥1.85 lakh crore
(46% of the total credit
plan). The credit for MSME
sector has been estimated
at I1.58 lakh crore (40%)
and other priority sector
activities at T0.54 lakh
crore (14%).

PLPs for all 31 districts
NABARD prepared Poten-
tial Linked Credit Plans
(PLPs) for all 31 districts of
the State after detailed con-
sultations with various line
departments of the govern-
ment, banks and other sta-
keholders, to map credit
potential under the priority
sector.

T. Ramesh, Chief Gener-
al Manager (CGM), NA-
BARD, said that estimated a
credit potential of %3.97
lakh crore for priority sec-
tor lending in Karnataka
during 2024-25 which is
10.67% higher than the pre-

iy
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NABARD has been complementing the efforts of State

NABARD estimate

e .-——

in the wake of

the severe drought situation by extending financial support of
¥990 crore for 119 irrigation projects and 3611 crore for drinking
water projects under RIDF. FILE PHOTO

vious years’ credit projec-
tion. It said the total num-
ber of land holdings in the
State increased from 75.80
lakh (2010-11 Census) to
86.80 lakh in 2015-16, oper-
ating an area of 118.05 lakh
hectares with the share of
small and marginal farmers
at 80%. The average size of
land holding is 1.36 hectare
in Karnataka is marginally
higher than the all India av-
erage of 1.08 hectare.

NABARD organised the
State Credit Seminar for
Karnataka on Tuesday and
it was chaired by Shalini
Rajneesh, Additional Chief
Secretary and Develop-
ment Commissioner.

He said NABARD has
been complementing the
efforts of State in the wake
of the severe drought situa-
tion by extending financial

Source: The Hindu , p. 8, Jan 31, 2024

support of 990 crore for
119 irrigation projects and
611 crore for drinking wa-
ter projects under RIDF. It
had sanctioned 3290 crore
under the Micro Irrigation
Fund for promoting sus-
tainable irrigation practic-
es, during the current year.

NABARD is piloting the
Farmers Producers Organi-
sations (FPOs) Accelerator
Project with 30 FPOs from
across the State, for esta-
blishing better backward
and forward linkages and
leading the way for other
FPOs in the State.

He said the process of
computerising 5,491 Prim-
ary Agricultural Coopera-
tive Societies (PPACS) in the
State to enable cooperative
societies to offer seamless
services to member farm-
ers was under way.



Groundwater level plunging
in Bengaluru Urban taluks

Many areas in the city
have been grappling
with a water crisis due
to poorrains

TEAM METROLIFE

| 4 I Yhe groundwater levels in all

five Taluks (Anekal, Bengalu-

ru North, Bengaluru South,
Bengaluru East, and Yelahanka) under
Bengaluru Urban district have gone
down significantly owing to the poor
rains, the recent report by the Minor
Irrigation department has revealed.
According to the data by the depart-
ment, the groundwater levels have
gone down by nearly 7.42 metres in
Anekal, 7.31 metres in Yelahanka, 5.81
metres in Bengaluru East, and less
than a metre in Bengaluru South and
Bengaluru North. This was in compar-
ison with the mean groundwater levels
recorded over the last ten years.

Over the last few months, many are-

as of the city have been struggling with

were creating an impact now and hence

the groundwater levels had gone up

in many districts, especially in Kolar,

Ramanagar, and Chikkaballapur.
Minor Irrigation Minister N S

BBMP digging a borewell at Sampangl Rama Nagar in 2023. Over the last few months many borewells inthe aty have
turned dry. PICFOR REPRESENTATION DH PHOTO/ S K DINESH

awater crisis since many borewells in
the city have turned dry.

However, even amid the drought,
the 117 taluks across the state have
managed to see a rise in groundwater

Boseraju, who reviewed the situation
of groundwater levels across the state,
opined that there was a need to study
the situation and measures initiated
to improve the groundwater levels.

levels, and 119 taluks have recorded a
fallin the levels.

Officials from the department
opined that the lake-filling projects

“There is a need to conduct an in-depth
study on the impact of such projects.
This will also facilitate long-term plan-
ning for drought mitigation,” he said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

Taluk Mean of 10 years | Dec 2023 average
(in metres) water levels
(in metres)

Anekal 26.74 34.16

Bengaluru South 18.96 197

Bengaluru North 2268 227

Bengaluru East 24.67 30.48

Yelahanka 19.88 2718

3A, Jan 31, 2024

Farmers seek end to onion export ban amld prlce freefall

Floodmg of export
quality onions from
Maha further drives
tdown local demand
BEGREE

UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
BENGALURU, DHNS

V- ' “Yheongoing ban on onion
exports has dealt a blow
tofarmersandtradersin

Workers unload sacks of onion frnm irucks atan Amcultural Produce Marketms Committee  the state, resulting in a signifi-

(APMC) yard in Bengaluru on Wednesday. p1i cantdropinwholesale pricesof

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

onions toas low as Rs 5 per kg
for certain varieties.

The Government of India
implemented the export ban
from December 2023to March
2024 due to soaring market
rates and limited domestic
availability.

Ravishankar B, secretary of
the Bengaluru Potato and On-
ion Merchants Association,
identified the export ban as a
primaryfactorbehind the price
decline.

He said: “If the ban is lifted
and exports resume, we antic-
ipatea price increase of Rs 5to
Rs10perkg.”

2, Feb, 1, 2024

Cous ing Bangla-

Maha-

oy
desh, Sri Lanka, and Malaysia
traditionally imported sub-
stantial quantities of onions
from the state, headded.
Hopeful of reaping benefits
like last year, many farmers
cultivated onion as a second

rashtra, pmfcn ed for export,
further driving down demand
forlocal produce.

Atthe Agricultural Produce
Market Committee (APMC)
Yard, Yeshwantpur, onion
whulu.xlc prices currently

crop, said anon-
ion farmer from Challakere,
Chitradurga district. “Local
farmers sowed too much until
October-November, hoping to
earn Rs 3,000 and more per
quintal, the way they did last
year. This has led to surplus
supply.” he said.

He said the ban allowed

2 Rs5and Rs 20
per kllm,ram contingent on

from Rs 25 to Rs 44 per kg for
different sizes and qualities.

While retail markets in the
citydisplaysignificantly higher
rates, a supermarket in Rich-
mond Town offered one kg
of onions at Rs 24, another in
HAL 2nd Stage sold onions at
Rs 35 per kg, and a small gro-
cery store in Shanthala Nagar
i Rs40 perkg.

Pnr the best quality onions,
wholesale rates per kg are Rs
15 to Rs 20, Rs 10 to Rs 15 for
second quality, and Rs 5 toRs

Fuel, transport costs

A store representative justi-

fied the higher price, saying:
W‘ for fueland

10forsmall-si
C ly, the previous

costs from the

monthwitnessed rates varying

APMC Yard.”



Glut in market leaves
onion traders teary-eyed

Jahnavi T. R.
BENGALURU

The price of onions has
crashed owing to a glut in
the market with many
farmers in the State going
for a second crop of onions
this season. This comes af-
ter one kg of onions costed
over 100 in 2023.

Currently, small and me-
dium-sized onions, which
were selling at ¥20-325 per
kg a few days ago, has re-
duced to Z5-%10 per kg due
to excessive supply at the
Agricultural Produce and
Livestock Market Commit-
tee (APMC) in
Yeshwanthpur.

“The government
stopped exports last year
when the price was at 335-
340 per kg thinking there
will be a huge shortage.
This also prompted farmers
from regions like Chitradur-
ga and Challakere to go for
a second onion crop ex-
pecting a good price,” said
B. Ravi Shankar, an onion
merchant in APMC and the
secretary of Onion Mer-
chants’ Association of Ben-
galuru. He added that more
onions are also coming into
the market from Belagavi,
Kalaburagi and Vijayapura
along with stocks from oth-
er states like Gujarat, Maha-
rashtra and Madhya Pra-

More onions are also coming into the market from Belagavi,

Kalaburagi and Vijayapura along with stocks from other states
like Gujarat, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. FILE PHOTO

desh. The small onions
which are majorly grown in
Chitradurga and Challakere
were mainly exported to
countries like Sri Lanka,
Malaysia and Bangladesh.
Now with a ban on exports,
these small onions have no
demand in local markets.

“People who buy onions
for day-to-day consumption
avoid small onions as it re-
quires a lot of work. They
only prefer big onions,” Mr.
Shankar said. The price for
big onions is not great eith-
er. Most of the stock which
has come from Solapur in
Maharashtra are selling for
320 per kg (previously
around I40-50 per kg) in
APMC.

The traders said that
although they do not want

Source: The Hindu , p. 2, Feb. 1, 2024

to sell onions at a lesser
price, they have no choice
even as they waited for a
few weeks for the price to
climb up. “Onions are not
highly durable and hence
we have to sell them at wha-
tever price we are getting
instead of not selling it and
going into complete loss,”
said Gopi, another onion
trader in APMC.

The traders said that if
the government does not
consider resuming exports
of onions, then farmers and
traders alike will be impact-
ed badly. Going by the cur-
rent trends, more onions
are expected to arrive in
markets by April - May and
the steady supply will conti-
nue till December with no
price rise.



Cauvery authority desists
from issuing direction to
Karnataka on water release

Majority of the members opine that proposal on Mekedatu project should be reverted to CWC for

further appraisal as it is the competent authority, according to DK. Shivakumar

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

arnataka, which is
Kreeling under se-
rious drought, got

relief on Thursday as the
Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Authority (CWMA)
did not issue any direction
to the State to release wa-
ter to the neighbouring Ta-
mil Nadu though the latter
urged the authority at its
meeting in Delhi to direct
Karnataka to release 18
tmcft of water till May-end,
according to a commu-
nique from the office of
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar, who also
holds Water Resources
portfolio.

“Finally, the CWMA,
taking cognisance of the
fact that the irrigation sea-
son has ended on January
31, 2024, (for this water
year) and considering live
storages in the reservoirs
in both the States, did not
give any directions for wa-
ter release from Karnata-

ka,” stated the
communique.
It may be noted that the

Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee (CWRC) in its
meeting held on January 18
had directed Karnataka to
ensure realisation of stipu-
lated quantum of flows at
Biligundlu as per the Cauv-
ery Water Disputes Tribu-
nal award as modified by
the Supreme Court for Ja-

SRS e

Afile photo of river Cauvery flowing through a deep and narrow gorge at Mekedatu, near
Kanakapura. Karnataka has reiterated that the CWMA should consider and decide on the
permissibility of the Mekedatu balancing reservoir project to solve the water sharing problem during
distress years on a permanent basis.

nuary and February.
Karnataka stated that it
had a distress inflow of
52.461% at its reservoirs
from December 19, 2023,
to January 28, 2024. “On
applying such a level of
distress, the flow at Bili-
gundlu should have been
2.65 tmcft as against the
actual release of 4.064
tmcft during this period,”
Karnataka contended.
Maintaining that it had
experienced more distress
than that of Tamil Nadu
during the current water
year, Karnataka said that it
would not be able to re-
lease any water from its re-
servoirs but for the flows
from uncontrolled catch-
ment. The CWMA did not
give any directions for wa-
ter release from Karnata-

Source: The Hindu , p. 15, Feb. 2, 2024

ka, the official release
notes.

Meanwhile, Karnataka
reiterated that the CWMA,
which is an expert body,
should consider and de-
cide on the permissibility
of the Mekedatu balancing
reservoir project to solve
the water sharing problem
during distress years on a
permanent basis.

When the opinion of all
the members of CWMA
was sought, a majority of
them opined that the auth-
ority was not competent
for technical examination
of the DPR. They also ex-
pressed a view that the
proposal regarding the Me-
kedatu project may be re-
verted back to the CWC for
further appraisal as the
CWC is the competent

authority, states the offi-
cial note from the office of
Mr. Shivakumar.

Earlier, Karnataka re-
quested the authority to
take an appropriate stand
about the Detailed Project
Report (DPR) of Mekedatu
project. It also appealed to
the authority to forward its
views to the Central Water
Commission  indicating
that the DPR does not in-
fringe upon the provisions
of the Tribunal’s award so
that Karnataka could ob-
tain requisite clearances.

It also submitted that
there were no restrictions
or any impediments in the
decision of the Tribunal or
in the Supreme Court’s
judgment on the construc-
tion of Mekedatu balanc-
ing reservoir.



Govt to help ryots earn
and sell carbon credits

Vindhya.Pabolu
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The Karnataka
govt is developing a carbon
credit framework to enable
farmerstotransitiontosusta-
inable agri-horticulture sy-
stems. The move is aimed at
helping them grow crops that
guzzle greenhouse gases,
earn carbon removal units
and monetise them.

The govt will sign an MoU
with National Bank for Agri-
culture and Rural Develop-
ment (Nabard) Consultancy
Services, a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Nabard.

The project will be imple-
mented in six months.

Over 35,000 farmers of
Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh,
hit pay-dirt by selling their
carbon credits during the pi-
lot of a similar project and
earned 49 euros (Rs 4,400) per
hectare, besides earnings
from their crops. “This initia-
tive will promote sustainable
agriculture and better liveli-
hoods for farmers,” said Sha-
lini Rajneesh, additional chi-
ef secretary and development
commissioner.

Karnataka'’s initiative
will be a pilot focusing on ca-
pacity building and trading.
A group of farmers from se-
lect districts of the state will

HOW IT WORKS

arbonremoval unitsare

tradable carbon
credits. Farmersor
entrepreneurs adopting
sustainable practices that
guzzle or stop producing
greenhouse gases are
allotted equivalent CRUs
which can be monetised by
selling them to industrial
units which, inturn, get
permission to emit that
much greenhouse gases.

be trained to grow agricultu-
re/horticulture crops like ta-
marind, mango and lemon to
earn CRUs, which are trade-
able. According to sources,
farmers can earn an estima-
ted Rs 6,000 per hectare from
their carbon credits.

Ramesh T, chief general
manager of Nabard, told TOI,
“Horticulture plants for the
firstfive years have a great ca-
pacity to consume more car-
bon. By growing them, far-
mers can earn in two ways:
From their crop as well as
from selling carbon credits.”
He said Karnataka, with 149
lakh hectares of cropped area
and 114 lakh hectares of net
sown area, has the potential
to generate carbon credits.

Source: The Times of India , p.5, Feb. 2, 2024

b



NABARD estimates credit potential
of Rs 1.85L cr for agriculture sector in state

Need for synergy
among officials,
bankers stressed

vy

BENGALURU, DHNS

he National Bank for Ag-
Triculture and Rural De-

velopment (NABARD)
estimates a credit potential of
Rs 3.97 lakh crore for priority
sectorlendingin Karnataka for
this financial year, and places
the share of the agricultural
sector at about Rs 1.85 lakh
crore (46%).

This was discussed as a part
of NABARD's State Focus Pa-
per 2024-25 that was released
at the State Credit Seminar
held atitsregional officeinthe
cityon Tuesday.

Representatives of RBI, SBI,

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

and Canara Bank who were
present at the seminar high-
lighted the need for financial
institutions to leverage this
credit potential to disburse
it correctly to farmers and
agri-industry players to make
the most of the agricultural
potential in the state.

The seminar also highlight-
ed the key challenges and
their potential solutions in the
agri-infrastucture and ancil-
lary activities industry. Some
of the sectors covered under
this include crop production,
water resources, farm mecha-
nisation, plantation and horti-
culture,and animal husbandry.
The focus was on developing
sustainable agriculture prac-
tices and encouraging an in-

The focus of the seminar was
on developing sustainable
agriculture practices and
encouraging anintegrated
farming system.

tegrated farming system to
mitigate the effects of climate
change on agriculture whilst

enhancing output.

Shalini Rajneesh, Additional
Chief Secretary and Develop-
ment Commissioner, Govern-
ment of Karnataka, stressed
the need to focus on resources
and challenges athand to max-
imise output and for multiple
stakeholders to collaborate
on workable micro-level solu-
tions. “We are not using the
full potential of the resources
at our disposal. How many
timesdowe consultthe famers
orstakeholders? Why don’t we
value theinputsofthelocal ex-
perts—the farmers themselves
--and see their value addition?
We must take their inputs to
replicate success using inno-
vative methods,” she said.

She also emphasised the

need to develop “synergy”
among bankers and officials
to enable the easy disburse-
ment of credit to all farmers.
“Any citizen or farmer must
not go back and forth (for pa-
perwork). Banking must be
made easy, and people must be
informed wellin advance about
the documents required,” she
added.

The State Focus Paper acts
as a guidance document for
banks, lendinginstitutionsand
planning agencies to develop
actionable strategies to aid
the agriculture industry, not-
ed NABARD officials. Bankers
present at the seminar also
vowed to ensure the effective
implementation ofthe Paper’s
insights.

ural Drinking Water and Sanitation Department
Office of the Chief Engineer, RWS&SD, First Floor, "E" Block,

KHB Complex, Cauvery Bhavan, K.G. Road,
luru-560 009, Ph: 080-22533700, e-mail: cerws14@gmail
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Bengaluru MLAs demand water, better
roads & footpaths ahead of BBMP budget

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The state go-
vernment, which is plan-
ning multiple infrastructu-
re initiatives under the am-
bitious ‘Brand Bengaluru’
project, was flooded with
complaints from several le-
gislators cutting across the
party lines on Monday.

From resolving confusion
over property tax arrears un-
der the controversial self-dis-
closure scheme to better foot-
paths, wider roads and potab-
le water; the MLAs urged de-
puty chief minister DK
Shivakumar for a concrete so-
lution tofix the city’s perenni-
al problems of Bengaluru du-
ring a consultative meeting at
Vikasa Soudha ahead of the
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahana-
gara Palike (BBMP) budget.

The MLAs slammed
BBMP’s stand on collecting
tax dues under the self-disclo-
sure scheme.

“The civic body has been
issuing notices to the citizens
for no fault of theirs. The go-
vernment must introduce a
one-time settlement and col-
lect only the tax and interest

while waiving off the penal-
ty,” Suresh Kumar, MLA from
Rajajinagar, said.

SMuniraju, MLA from Da-
sarahalli, questioned the
BBMP’smove of seizing25bu-
ildings per day per assembly
constituency. “Which law or
act permits such seizure of
property daily? This isembar-
rassing and the government
must discontinue it with im-
mediate effect to give relief to
thecitizens,” he said.

Shivakumar said: “BBMP
is unable to collect tax as plan-
ned under the self-disclosure
scheme. As per my own sur-
vey, over 50% of the property
owners are not paying taxes.
The penalty on defaulters has
considerably increased after
the revision of Property Tax
rules. Citizens can't pay such
huge arrears. Unfortunately,
nobody thought about this be-
fore. Hence, we have decided
toamend the rulesagain.”

M Krishnappa, MLA from
Bengaluru South, highlighted
the problems of pedestrians.
“Notasingle footpath has eno-
ugh amenities for pedestri-
ans. The government must
crack down on footpath encro-
achment and allow hawkers

@ Coordination of all
parastatal agencies for
effective administration

® Widening of roads wherever
possible to decongest the city
® Request to Fastrack the
pending Akrama-Sakrama
plea hearing

TALK ON:
Bengaluru
legislators
duringa
meeting with
deputy CM
Shivakumar
on Monday

b o '5 \ A
WHAT THE CITY NEEDS TO GROW BETTER

@ Better maintenance of
playgrounds, lakes, parks with
deployment of security

® Resolve the garbage crisis

@ Allocate funds based on area,
population of constituencies

@ Clear abandoned vehicles
dumped along roadside

only where there is enough
space or rehabilitate themata
suitable place. The govern-
ment mustdevelop atleast5to
6 footpaths in every constitu-
ency,” he said.

Another MLA from South
Bengaluru questioned the re-
duced allocation of funds.
“Thetotal outlay of the budget
is Rs 9,500 crore and most of it
goes only for salaries and pen-
sion. Each ward will get Rs 3
crore grants for various
works. What can be done with

Source: The Times of India , p.2, Jan. 30, 2024

such poor allocation? When
will the government allocate
funds to clear the pending
bills for over two-and-half ye-
ars?” heasked.

The MLAs also demanded
aproper supply of potable wa-
ter, especially along the out-
skirts and in 110 villages. “As
per the Supreme Court order,
we have issued an order to al-
locate 6tmc of water for Beng-
aluruand we'llensure the city
gets the entire share of thisal-
location,” the DCM replied.

Back to Contents
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Peer-to-peer solar power trade to be reality soon

Karnataka power
regulatory body
releasesdraftrules

oy

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

wants to run the chores us-

ing green energy but have

no option to install a rooftop

solar power system, there is
good newsin the offing.

In a big push for the use of

solar energy, Karnataka will

If you are someone who

soon allow peer-to-peer trad-
ing of solar power produced
through rooftop photovoltaic
systems. The Karnataka Elec-
tricity Regulatory Commis-
sion (KERC) has published
draftguidelinesto putinplace
asystem thatcouldallow such
trading. While peer-to-peer
solar energy trading using a
blockchain-based technolo-
gy is increasingly becoming
popular in the country, the
producersin Karnataka could
not venture into peer-to-peer
trading owing to a lack of
guidelines.

Once the guidelines come
into force, owners who have
installed solar rooftop systems

nuedé

Cont i

Electrifying move

The guidelines fix the responsibility

of every stakeholder

The producers and consumers
are expected to register with

the distribution licensee
(ESCOMs)

Thedistribution
licensee shall work
with the service
provider to integrate
their systems

in their houses and estab-

lishments can sell the excess
power to other consumers at
a price negotiated by the pro-
ducer and the consumer. So
far, the users of solar rooftops

Service

providers are
expected to put
inplaceasystem
connecting producers,
consumers and
distribution
licensees

could sell the ex-

cess power only to
theElectricity Supply Compa-
nies (ESCOMs). “Itis aimed to
benefit small consumers who
are willing to adopt green

energy. This new technology
will also help producers earn
more,” a senior official from
KERCtold DH.

While the installation of
solar rooftop systems was
said to be declining across
the state owing to the ‘Gruha
Jyothi’free power scheme, this
new power sharing model is
expected to give a boost to the
sector since it could open up

’7 the market for new customers.

Peer-to-peer trading could
promote the use of clean en-
ergy,increasethestate’s power
production and also provide
better returns to those adopt-
ingclean energy.

» Solar power, Page 4

Peer-to-peer solar power trade likely to be a reality in state soon

Solar power, from Page 1

“The peer-to-peer trading
model helps those who do
not have space to install solar
power generation systems but
want to adopt green energy.
Thedemand for green energy
will increase drastically once
the system falls in place,” a
researcher from World Re-
sources India (WRI) said.
KERCinitsdraftguidelines
named as ‘KERC (Implemen-
tation of Peer to Peer Solar
Energy through Block-Chain

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

based Platform) Regulations,
2024’ noted that ‘peer-to-peer
transactionsarelikelyto playa
significantrole in shaping the
future of sustainable energy
systems’.

The guidelines, which fixes
the responsibility of every
stakeholder, suggest that both
the producer and the consum-
ershouldregister with the dis-
tribution licensee (ESCOMs)
and pay network charges for
theuse of infrastructure setup
by the supply company. “The
peer-to-peer solar transac-

1&4,Jan 30,

tions offer various benefits,
the success of which depends
on regulatory support, tech-
nological advancements, and
widespread adoption within
communities,” the draft said.

The guidelines also delve
into various scenarios and
actions to be taken in cases
of over-injection and un-
der-injection of power by
the producers, and overuse
and underuse of power by
the consumers. The service
provider is held responsi-
ble for creating awareness

2024

and training the producers,
consumers, and ESCOMs
regarding the functioning of
peer-to-peer platforms. “The
service provider shall ensure
that the systems installed by
it for facilitating peer-to-peer
exchange donotdisruptdistri-
bution licensee’s system and
shall ensure that there is a
seamless settlement between
the peer-to-peer partners,”
the draft said.

The public can raise objec-
tions or provide suggestions to
KERCtill February11.



‘Karnataka wants to create 30,000
fresh jobs by 2028 in AVGC-XR’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka has a mandate
to create 30,000 fresh
high-quality jobs in the ani-
mation, visual effects, gam-
ing and comics and extend-
ed reality (AVGC-XR) sector
by 2028 and the target is al-
so to export 80% of the ser-
vices and products of the
industry by that time, said
Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah.

He was speaking after
inaugurating the fifth edi-
tion of Bengaluru
GAFX-2024, a three-day an-
nual AVGC-XR exposition,
jointly organised by the
State government and the
industry apex body, ABAI,
here on Monday.

“Karnataka wants to be
the leader in AVGC-XR sec-
tor in the country, similar
to the dominance the State
currently commands in in-

N .

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and Deputy Chief Minister

D.K. Shivakumar others during the inauguration of Bengaluru
GAFX-2024 on Monday. SUDHAKARA JAIN

formation technology,
knowledge process out-
sourcing, and innovation
spaces. To achieve this feat
the industry and the go-
vernment should work in
tandem,’* said Mr. Siddara-
maiah, while addressing
industry players, interna-
tional buyers, and inves-
tors. He said Karnataka
currently held a 20% share
in the country’s total me-
dia and entertainment in-

Source: The Hindu , p. 3, Jan 30, 2024

dustry, employing
over 15,000 professionals
across over 300 specialised
AVGC-XR studios.

In 2021, when India’s
nominal GDP grew 19%, ad-
vertising growth outper-
formed and grew 25%. The
highest growth was in tele-
vision advertising of %62
billion, followed by digital
advertising of %55 billion,
and then of 329 billion
from a resilient print, he

M p

noted. India was amongst
the largest content produc-
ers in the world — with
1,50,000 hours of TV con-
tent, 2,500 hours of premi-
um OTT content, and
2,000 hours of filmed con-
tent produced in 2021
alone. Interestingly, the
digital media has firmly es-
tablished itself as the se-
cond-largest segment and
it grew by 68 billion in
2021, he added, quoting in-
dustry statistics.

On the State’s readiness
for growth in the sector,
Mr. Siddaramaiah further
said the Centre of Excel-
lence (COE) in Bengalurum
a one-ofits-kind and the
country’s first state-of-the-
art facility, houses a highly
equipped AVGC post-pro-
duction lab, providing the
industry with resources for
hands-on education and to
generate high quality con-
tent.



Like shares, you could soon
buy and sell solar energy too

Draft Rules
Ready For P2P
Transactions

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: The Karnataka
Electricity Regulatory Com-
mission (KERC) has notified
draft regulations on ‘Peer to
Peer (P2P) Solar Energy
Transaction’that providesci-
tizens to transact electricity
with any other consumerlike
the way shares are traded in
the stock market.

The regulations, if imp-
lemented, could revolutioni-
setheenergy sectorand give
the much-needed boost toro-
oftop solar power genera-
tion in Karnataka, which is
betting big on renewable
energy sources to meet its
growing demands.

Sources at the KERC reve-
aled that citizens who install
rooftop solar systemsare cur-
rently permitted tosell power
only to the Escoms. Under the
P2P model, they are free to
sell the power generated on
their rooftops to anybody at
an agreed tariff set by the re-
gulatory authorities.

The sale of surplus power
by one consumer to another

HOW WILL IT BE REGULATED

® P2P sellers must have solar
rooftop units with a capacity
of 1 Kw to 2 Mw

® Parties can quote prices

and receive bids for energy

@ Parties shall not indulge

in anti-competitive practices
such as price fixing

® Parties shall not compromise
on the electrical safety

at an agreed tariff — Peer to
Peer (P2P)solarenergy trans-
actions — will be facilitated
through a blockchain plat-
form, the draft regulations
said. The KERC has also invi-
ted objections, if any, in 30 da-
ys. “The concept is a promi-
singinnovation in the energy
sector as it achieves decent-
ralisation, renewable energy
integration, efficiency and
flexibility, empowerment of
prosumers, cost savings, grid
resilience, environmental
impact, innovation in tech-

@ Billing cycle will be the same
as those of Escoms

® Escoms will generate bills
for P2P parties including
transaction charges

@ P2P consumers have to
clear bills by the due date

o [f parties fail to clear dues,
they will be removed from

the platform

o8,
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nology, community engage-
ment and regulatory evolu-
tion. Also, citizens with ro-
oftop solar units could reco-
ver their investment much
faster than in the prevailing
arrangements,” a senior
KERC official said.

MG Prabhakar, advisor
to the energy committee of
FKCCI, said the proposed re-
gulations would benefit the
industries inthelongrun.

“Jurisdictional Escoms
or their authorised firms
will facilitate the sale and

Source: The Times of India , p.3, Jan. 31, 2024

buying of energy. Also, the
participants shall have eit-
her net metering or gross
metering arrangements to
facilitate energy transac-
tions,” herevealed.

Ramesh Shivanna, a re-
newable energy expert and
member of FKCCI, said,
“The exciting factor is that
traders and buyers can set
their prices based on the re-
gulatory framework. In the
caseof higherandlower pri-
ces, average pricing can ea-
sily be worked out in this
method. In case there is no
energy available on the P2P
platform, Escoms will pro-
vide energy and if there are
no buyers, energy will be
sold to the Escoms as per the
purchaseagreement.”

“Integration of new
technology with the exis-
ting infrastructure can be
complex and may need tech-
nological intervention and
investment. Also, the inter-
mittent nature of solar po-
wer generation poses a chal-
lenge in ensuring continuo-
us and reliable energy supp-
ly for consumers.
Regulatory bodies shall col-
laborate with the industry
and provide incentives and
rebates on transactional
charges to promote the P2P
model,” Shivanna voiced.



Karnataka releases
new AVGC policy

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government on
Wednesday released an up-
dated policy for Animation,
Visual Effects, Gaming,
Comics, and Extended
Reality that will guide the
growth of the sector until
2029. The AVGC-XR indus-
try has seen unprecedent-
ed growth in the last few
years, becoming an integral
part of the broader techno-
logical landscape, said Pri-
yank Kharge, Minister for
Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj, and IT & BT.

Tech prowess
As per the most recent da-
ta, India’s IT-BPM (business
process management) sec-
tor contributed 8% to the
national GDP and 25-30% to
Karnataka’s Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP).
“This existing technological
prowess provides Karnata-
ka with a strategic advan-
tage in embracing and ad-
vancing in the AVGC-XR
sectors and therefore this
new policy to further
growth,’* said the Minister
while unveiling draft policy
at GAFX 2024.

As per the draft, the
State proposes to set up

Centres of Excellence and
innovation hubs across the
State. These centres are ex-
pected to create a collabo-
rative environment involv-
ing academia, the private
sector and government
agencies. They would also
serve as focal points for skill
development, fostering in-
novation, and translating
research into market-ready
products and services.
“The policy includes a
range of fiscal incentives, a
streamlined regulatory en-
vironment, and the deve-
lopment of cutting-edge in-
frastructure, he added.

The aim is to provide a
nurturing and enabling set-
ting that allows both star-
tups and established com-
panies to flourish, ensuring
that Karnataka becomes a
prime destination for in-
vestments in these sectors,
he further said.

Best practices

According to Mr. Kharge,
countries like Japan, South
Korea, and Singapore have
set global benchmarks in
the development of AVGC-
XR sectors by establishing
dedicated centres of excel-
lence and innovation hubs
and facilitating public-priv-
ate partnerships.

Source: The Hindu , p. 2, Feb. 1, 2024




Source: The Hindu , p. 5, Feb. 1, 2024
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