Society and Economy of
Karnataka in News

VOL:2 FEBRUARY NO:05

An Initiative of ISEC to draw your attention to current socio-
economic issues pertaining to Karnataka published in different
daily newspapers.

CONTENTS

Agriculture

Decentralisation

Economy

Education

Environment
Health

Gender

Governance

Social Issues
Urban Affairs




AGRICULTURE
B 148 ©3 8377, LUTARS DO 90 ©F &30
200 QaIE RSN 030023 DRI ITETND

g Taetend dormiath
m%s:‘.& o0 H=d oo Homdd oodd

TITH, LT WS

e o8 = &3
acinrbsy edod rmed »q nm&'ﬂ»&d.
15T SRRe RO SdrEnol selracanival,
cint.ﬁ&:' 828 wmridE macurn mmm‘nxz

g,

Svond $hsne iy KA hededt, ::‘:-““":'b.
o 5 D e rimegin Pt
VSR mile Lores DYNddD p
Sale ghon. 2o RORCY e
ez & S0 Szeridgohe Bad TERBog
Sxe 29 et o EddoinAs, s,
20 acphs pe e “;‘:-‘::‘m
BRTE O, TN g 2 N
Bwcds "“'ﬁ’dﬂ seleeh,  mucdyy d;j‘v W&‘QQ ‘Dﬁa ‘kﬁw Eombng $%,
sy mNRD aREd  relobaeh O, set-dod med o med ortd 205 Bk ERR{rish, artd
b pimckd | BAAE wosmroge | 100UEBSseddemc iV engdd. | saREengd,
wdomid i DA Bemms s ©son shh uRCRGERnInFHEdon 0 gy ey
u”%“""w“ Sdodis egonny  Safmesnysitsongebutizt | gdbiong
TR0 odmede
::::Mun; armdol:, 2 IS ST TeIne 236 aas mqg
200, choth ookl o
,,M,d,,;z?d {hegcantos daors IWRBCEBIN | S0 cua omcitdsd
sQeEsmh WX A * D e ehCgatod sodR BRI oo
solnhd. aie ecgol: Ebhmcds £ oA (& oA 30 dgvsrna zacld
Ceyivd e gdep & Szr we =Eps O iy el DY, SR S LD,
Mdnrmaehidy  ofcha MM Zaseog gesmbod dod sy vmad AW eI &.20 Cod
Bdnly. wted eEmc 52"'5- dx0dcinae Retrtat Rech Hope 40 °R LeprioTch. SR RE I
oo D, o0 And  Hnerdgymh il «OrE hbs Zurls Eecheod
aceoeh % .»rdf; meah Mchid glodahed, ® 1a000 Trmed 53 MR hed TR
e oy Mmg erbyRdR: o og Sofegrnidy, ToewaD edumdord Fevwwrn iz
sSoomd 3ne bomd EomRdbilos wtogod E L Ty
gh sty MBI6 of G sesdGdC st 000N IS=e BnTey?
OB SO S0 ogel 03N BNoax sxen xmang 2od
et S:ncdd sow ud e
DTN TORWIND o - | g aaeiab g
By e e RO BT, e ey | 900, Syt Sag ude v
Aoetanrt £6.12.5 e 0 SR, S o s = o0 pdnedom 203, £d
50 LagARoTOLals 5 TRE O 50 A0k : . RTROCH LTS WIRd AR, WL,
LacSotancYS MbiNEmNd arbfach @ wdaled Red #:00808 Heors Bomaka 53
R CEa, S8 HRa Sod Beehad duh. w¥dcinrdod ¢ AstnrRTC.
gl T

Tow BT, 030 Vage e Y

Source: Vijayavani, p.3, Jan.27, 2024



o 3.8 Lwges®

wNonuedd:  TIF  SI00BE
BBVAT  e300e3TIA0e TR
BN G030 oBNT. w3,
30 [REB, RIS Ted
SO TH, R AN)TO0T
330 QIO BRAIT 403
DTTINTS.

0oz, z390%e BRBRT)
RBSohY 8w, et e,
VB TROIRMIZT. TN
S BSah  Boe, SHGND,
BRCWNS, ZedN® SRS
SR B0 TTWeIWY 30t
letgto

T8,  BYEW  F[0omedd
BOMWRY  eudW WY
OO, W VDO BT,
B5TERIINTS), 238nacon
RTINS 3808 FoRIT.

‘B¢ Bpoddbomen Bead
TNYE Tgeses BEIend)
5dLNgs8. JTROT  Bey,
83 *a, Dew, o deBERR
Schzedt 300 G301t 2,00
goer 35 TATHOW 6
ToOT MIETHITW. B3I SJRE

oR0BARTY: 2,060 Foterrt I12 FoATHT I24 7oA HoT

TDIEVT TEY VKOO FOATT

;391100 DWIEEIE, DTS

5003 6 VTR, TFYT e
B0LNYR), TOIDAWT 20T
30830° BeeY 3RTVINGI), 8
20 9007 10 Wewd, 2.0
30830° TeQ, AT’ ATV
TEE T0e'.

3T, BHTBRTY AAN0A0HY

Bead e, o308
30023 R0RT), 20e
songsdne SBoNIB. wdows
BAVTTW B, BOFTTIETB,
B TR T8 SodRrhd-
33, IR 0OHTIITT) KeTTN
QR0 20T DDEDZTYT.

R IR,  BRedTT
DOUHHOR  OED [T
SN, 30003009
AT WYY, TS
TOOZD  IBOINTW.  DQ°
D), e 0N BLS
TPOE BFIW. @ Bed
T OF JRCTRY evdT

Source: Prajavani, p.10, Jan.28, 2024

BITBRTY ARR0I0IN TZT IBTWRT TR 8), SRTBES
02 B8 TR, BT, 9 X3S 30,0 (Beeer,
AR edeny) 9. VTT AIIEE FOOTS IBHFTER, 03T

TS ZOZ0IRND.

339,100 VTT 2383 BIRIT TOTLIFTY TIeok BEYRY,
Qe FBRVTITTN Toe), FoTE LOB0ITTIN 083 SPRTT
023 AMHZT. ToMeN, IFFT 8 AEITO BRITHT3E D02VTH

238Na0T 2:8900.

RT3, 23500 T3,008, 23T S0, FIFBTH VS 2367 TEYRY
I30% SOFTREBT EEET? 3, SOBATITHO WA
geer £pe0eerNYd) SI000e3 I0RITYT.

‘2o 23€MoTdIt e9R0BRL O T F02W0T om0
QREEB, AT SBOT. V281 SBT R GV, WTBES
TN T30 B8 B0 23BETUINTS’ DOTH DAN0
BOODETIBE ORI ‘T30es0ed 1t 882

‘330,90 ATBEEE, BAT 10 TOT BT RO, Ne5eST
23873, TENS 39,008 ), DR LEIFT JIESIAY. ZRT,

T TIRITE3 SBOT. TNOKT SoneeT V38, Fo0DFURT

QerZeES’ 0T TBZAWATITO.

QY ORI e

SBOINIT ARTYS TTFET.
3T, 2,00 8o e

BRR %12 ZATHOT 324

RATHEIBR 233 2. TedR

eI  WHsE e
(AR el VI 00YTMNZT
QONT 93T DRITE.



Govt. issues norms for farm machinery hubs
to address labour shortage during harvesting

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

The State government has
issued guidelines to help
farmers’ groups set up
farm machinery hubs in
rural areas. This will ena-
ble farmers to take crop
harvesters on hire for a
short time, use them, and
return them.

The State Cabinet
cleared the scheme in its
meeting in November. As
per the plan, the total
number of hubs planned is
91, and the average num-
ber of hubs planned for
each district ranges from
two to 10. The scheme is
aimed at supporting in-
creased  mechanisation
and addressing the pro-
blem of labour shortage
during the harvest season.

STORIN N

B, ¢

Farm machinery hubs are meant to enable farmers take crop
harvesters on hire for a short time, use, and return them.

“Individual farmers are
also eligible to apply for
the scheme,” said G.T. Pu-
tra, Director, Department
of Agriculture. Individual
beneficiary can avail subsi-
dy up to 50% while institu-
tions can claim up to 70%.

Rural entrepreneurs,
who are either youth,
cooperative societies of
farmers, registered farm-
ers’ societies or farmer
producer  organisations
(FPOs), can establish an
agriculture  machinery

Source: The Hindu, p. 5, Jan 28, 2024

hub. An in-principle loan
sanction letter will be given
to the selected beneficiary.

As per the detailed gui-
delines issued on January
20, the hubs will be called
Krishi ~ Yantra  Dhare
centres. They will be cate-
gorised based on the crop
pattern, machinery used,
and ownership style. The
maximum subsidy for dif-
ferent categories of hubs is
— % crore for combo har-
vester hubs, 50 lakh for
combined harvester hubs,
and %50 lakh for sugarcane
harvester hubs. The bene-
fits will be distributed
among group, individual,
general, and SC/ST farm-
ers.

A committee headed by
the zilla panchayat CEO
will screen applications.
The district committee will

supervise the process of es-
tablishing hiring tariff and
maintenance operations.
This is to see that the hubs
are not out of the reach of
small and marginal farm-
ers.

It is an extension of the
centrally aided Sub Mis-
sion on Agricultural Me-
chanisation (SMAM)
scheme, where the Centre
contributes around 40% of
the subsidy. The Centre
provides credit-linked
back-ended financial assis-
tance in which beneficiar-
ies will get subsidy after
taking loans, where the
project cost is higher than
A crore.

But the State govern-
ment’s scheme is aimed at
clusters where the project
cost is under %1 crore, a se-
nior official said.



‘Over 1L livestock treated
by mobile vet units for
freein six months’

BENGALURU, DHNS: The state
government’s mobile veter-
inary units treated more
than one lakh livestock in six
monthsacross Karnataka,an
official said.

With 275 ambulances
equipped with diagnostic
tools, veterinarians, pa-
ra-veterinarians, drivers and
attenders, the project created
abenchmarkinanimal health
care, said Naushad Ali Khan,
the projecthead for the state.

The ambulances are run
bythe Department of Animal
Husbandry and Veterinary
Services. Each taluk was
given one ambulance while
some had two considering
larger farming lands and a
higher number of livestock.

“The ambulances are fit-
ted with sophisticated CAD
applications, along with GPS,
andaredispatched tovarious
locations as directed by the
command centre in Bengal-
uru,”’ he said, adding that this
has been the result of rigor-
ous door-to-door campaigns
acrossvariousvillagesin Kar-
nataka. He also said that this
initiative has helped largely
farmers in remote villages,
with lower accessibility to

veterinary services.

“While the most common
diseases among the cattle
include, lumpy skin disease
(LSD), foot and mouth dis-
ease (FMD) and dystocia,
the emergencies are usually
caused by accidents and poi-
soning,” said senior veterinar-
ian Dr R Venugopal, who is
part of the helpline service.

Thetreatmentiscomplete-
ly free, from the start to fol-
low-ups over, he said.

This apart, they also re-
ceived emergency cases
from dog and cat owners,
horse, donkey and monkey
rearers, typically fromurban
areas, including one elephant
in Bidar.

Whatis Project 1962?
With the collaborative ef-
forts of the state and central
governments along with
Eduspark International Pri-
vate Limited, an emergency
veterinary services helpline,
“1962” was established in
August 2023. As part of this
helpline, 275 mobile veter-
inary services were intro-
ducedin Gujarat, Telangana,
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh
and Karnataka.

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 4, Jan 30, 2024




3.97 lakh crore credit
potential for State in

2024-25:

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

National Bank for Agricul-
ture and Rural Develop-
ment (NABARD) has esti-
mated the credit potential
for Karnataka at ¥3.97 lakh
crore for 2024-25.

The credit potential for
the agriculture sector, in-
cluding the farm credit of
¥1,54,11738.36, has been es-
timated at ¥1.85 lakh crore
(46% of the total credit
plan). The credit for MSME
sector has been estimated
at I1.58 lakh crore (40%)
and other priority sector
activities at T0.54 lakh
crore (14%).

PLPs for all 31 districts
NABARD prepared Poten-
tial Linked Credit Plans
(PLPs) for all 31 districts of
the State after detailed con-
sultations with various line
departments of the govern-
ment, banks and other sta-
keholders, to map credit
potential under the priority
sector.

T. Ramesh, Chief Gener-
al Manager (CGM), NA-
BARD, said that estimated a
credit potential of %3.97
lakh crore for priority sec-
tor lending in Karnataka
during 2024-25 which is
10.67% higher than the pre-

iy
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NABARD has been complementing the efforts of State

NABARD estimate

e .-——

in the wake of

the severe drought situation by extending financial support of
¥990 crore for 119 irrigation projects and 3611 crore for drinking
water projects under RIDF. FILE PHOTO

vious years’ credit projec-
tion. It said the total num-
ber of land holdings in the
State increased from 75.80
lakh (2010-11 Census) to
86.80 lakh in 2015-16, oper-
ating an area of 118.05 lakh
hectares with the share of
small and marginal farmers
at 80%. The average size of
land holding is 1.36 hectare
in Karnataka is marginally
higher than the all India av-
erage of 1.08 hectare.

NABARD organised the
State Credit Seminar for
Karnataka on Tuesday and
it was chaired by Shalini
Rajneesh, Additional Chief
Secretary and Develop-
ment Commissioner.

He said NABARD has
been complementing the
efforts of State in the wake
of the severe drought situa-
tion by extending financial

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, Jan 31, 2024

support of 990 crore for
119 irrigation projects and
611 crore for drinking wa-
ter projects under RIDF. It
had sanctioned 3290 crore
under the Micro Irrigation
Fund for promoting sus-
tainable irrigation practic-
es, during the current year.

NABARD is piloting the
Farmers Producers Organi-
sations (FPOs) Accelerator
Project with 30 FPOs from
across the State, for esta-
blishing better backward
and forward linkages and
leading the way for other
FPOs in the State.

He said the process of
computerising 5,491 Prim-
ary Agricultural Coopera-
tive Societies (PPACS) in the
State to enable cooperative
societies to offer seamless
services to member farm-
ers was under way.



Groundwater level plunging
in Bengaluru Urban taluks

Many areas in the city
have been grappling
with a water crisis due
to poorrains

TEAM METROLIFE

| 4 I Yhe groundwater levels in all

five Taluks (Anekal, Bengalu-

ru North, Bengaluru South,
Bengaluru East, and Yelahanka) under
Bengaluru Urban district have gone
down significantly owing to the poor
rains, the recent report by the Minor
Irrigation department has revealed.
According to the data by the depart-
ment, the groundwater levels have
gone down by nearly 7.42 metres in
Anekal, 7.31 metres in Yelahanka, 5.81
metres in Bengaluru East, and less
than a metre in Bengaluru South and
Bengaluru North. This was in compar-
ison with the mean groundwater levels
recorded over the last ten years.

Over the last few months, many are-
as of the city have been struggling with
awater crisis since many borewells in
the city have turned dry.

However, even amid the drought,
the 117 taluks across the state have
managed to see a rise in groundwater
levels, and 119 taluks have recorded a
fallin the levels.

Officials from the department
opined that the lake-filling projects

BBMP digging a borewell at Sampangl Rama Nagar in 2023. Over the last few months many borewells inthe aty have
turned dry. PICFOR REPRESENTATION DH PHOTO/ S K DINESH

were creating an impact now and hence
the groundwater levels had gone up
in many districts, especially in Kolar,
Ramanagar, and Chikkaballapur.
Minor Irrigation Minister N S
Boseraju, who reviewed the situation
of groundwater levels across the state,
opined that there was a need to study
the situation and measures initiated
to improve the groundwater levels.
“There is a need to conduct an in-depth
study on the impact of such projects.
This will also facilitate long-term plan-
ning for drought mitigation,” he said.

Taluk

Anekal
Bengaluru South
Bengaluru North
Bengaluru East
Yelahanka

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A, Jan 31, 2024

Mean of 10 years

(in metres)

26.74
18.96
2268
24.67
19.88

Dec 2023 average
water levels
(in metres)

3416
197
22.7
30.48
2718

Farmers seek end to onion export ban amld prlce freefall

Floodmg of export
quality onions from
Maha further drives
tdown local demand
BEGREE

UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
BENGALURU, DHNS

he ongoing ban on onion
exports has dealt a blow
tofarmersandtradersin

Workersunloadsa:ks of onion frnm irucksat anAmcuIturaI n'oduceMarketms Committee  the state, resulting in a signifi-
(APMC) yard in Bengaluru on Wednesday. p1i

cantdropinwholesale pricesof

onions toas low as Rs 5 per kg
for certain varieties.

implemented the export ban
from December 2023to March
2024 due to soaring market
rates and limited domestic
availability.

and exports resume, we antic-
ipatea price increase of Rs 5to
Rs10perkg.”

Cous

ing Bangla-

oy
desh, Sri Lanka, and Malaysia
The Government of India traditionally imported sub-
stantial quantities of onions
from the state, headded.

Hopeful of reaping benefits
like last year, many farmers
cultivated onion as a second

rashtra, pmfcn ed for export,
further driving down demand

Atthe Agricultural Produce
Market Committee (APMC)
Yard, Yeshwantpur, onion
whulu.xlc prices currently

Ravishankar B, secretary of  crop, said
the Bengaluru Potato and On-
ion Merchants Association,
identified the export ban as a
primaryfactorbehind the price
decline.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Feb, 1, 2024

anon-
ion farmer from Challakere,
Chitradurga district. “Local
farmers sowed too much until
October-November, hoping to
earn Rs 3,000 and more per
He said: “If the ban is lifted quintal, the way they did last
year. This has led to surplus
supply.” he said.

He said the ban allowed

2 Rs5and Rs 20
per kllm,ram contingent on

Pnr the best quality onions,
wholesale rates per kg are Rs  Fuel, transport costs
15 to Rs 20, Rs 10 to Rs 15 for
second quahgy andRs 5 toRs

ly, the previous

monthwitnessed rates varying APMC Yard.”

Maha- from Rs 25 to Rs 44 per kg for
different sizes and qualities.

While retail markets in the
citydisplaysignificantly higher
rates, a supermarket in Rich-
mond Town offered one kg
of onions at Rs 24, another in
HAL 2nd Stage sold onions at
Rs 35 per kg, and a small gro-
cery store in Shanthala Nagar
i Rs40 perkg.

A store representative justi-
fied the higher price, saying:

W‘ for fueland
costs from the



Glut in market leaves
onion traders teary-eyed

Jahnavi T. R.
BENGALURU

The price of onions has
crashed owing to a glut in
the market with many
farmers in the State going
for a second crop of onions
this season. This comes af-
ter one kg of onions costed
over 100 in 2023.

Currently, small and me-
dium-sized onions, which
were selling at ¥20-325 per
kg a few days ago, has re-
duced to Z5-%10 per kg due
to excessive supply at the
Agricultural Produce and
Livestock Market Commit-
tee (APMC) in
Yeshwanthpur.

“The government
stopped exports last year
when the price was at 335-
340 per kg thinking there
will be a huge shortage.
This also prompted farmers
from regions like Chitradur-
ga and Challakere to go for
a second onion crop ex-
pecting a good price,” said
B. Ravi Shankar, an onion
merchant in APMC and the
secretary of Onion Mer-
chants’ Association of Ben-
galuru. He added that more
onions are also coming into
the market from Belagavi,
Kalaburagi and Vijayapura
along with stocks from oth-
er states like Gujarat, Maha-
rashtra and Madhya Pra-

More onions are also coming into the market from Belagavi,

Kalaburagi and Vijayapura along with stocks from other states
like Gujarat, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. FILE PHOTO

desh. The small onions
which are majorly grown in
Chitradurga and Challakere
were mainly exported to
countries like Sri Lanka,
Malaysia and Bangladesh.
Now with a ban on exports,
these small onions have no
demand in local markets.

“People who buy onions
for day-to-day consumption
avoid small onions as it re-
quires a lot of work. They
only prefer big onions,” Mr.
Shankar said. The price for
big onions is not great eith-
er. Most of the stock which
has come from Solapur in
Maharashtra are selling for
320 per kg (previously
around I40-50 per kg) in
APMC.

The traders said that
although they do not want

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, Feb. 1, 2024

to sell onions at a lesser
price, they have no choice
even as they waited for a
few weeks for the price to
climb up. “Onions are not
highly durable and hence
we have to sell them at wha-
tever price we are getting
instead of not selling it and
going into complete loss,”
said Gopi, another onion
trader in APMC.

The traders said that if
the government does not
consider resuming exports
of onions, then farmers and
traders alike will be impact-
ed badly. Going by the cur-
rent trends, more onions
are expected to arrive in
markets by April - May and
the steady supply will conti-
nue till December with no
price rise.



Cauvery authority desists
from issuing direction to
Karnataka on water release

Majority of the members opine that proposal on Mekedatu project should be reverted to CWC for

further appraisal as it is the competent authority, according to DK. Shivakumar

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

arnataka, which is
Kreeling under se-
rious drought, got

relief on Thursday as the
Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Authority (CWMA)
did not issue any direction
to the State to release wa-
ter to the neighbouring Ta-
mil Nadu though the latter
urged the authority at its
meeting in Delhi to direct
Karnataka to release 18
tmcft of water till May-end,
according to a commu-
nique from the office of
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar, who also
holds Water Resources
portfolio.

“Finally, the CWMA,
taking cognisance of the
fact that the irrigation sea-
son has ended on January
31, 2024, (for this water
year) and considering live
storages in the reservoirs
in both the States, did not
give any directions for wa-
ter release from Karnata-

ka,” stated the
communique.
It may be noted that the

Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee (CWRC) in its
meeting held on January 18
had directed Karnataka to
ensure realisation of stipu-
lated quantum of flows at
Biligundlu as per the Cauv-
ery Water Disputes Tribu-
nal award as modified by
the Supreme Court for Ja-

SRS e

Afile photo of river Cauvery flowing through a deep and narrow gorge at Mekedatu, near
Kanakapura. Karnataka has reiterated that the CWMA should consider and decide on the
permissibility of the Mekedatu balancing reservoir project to solve the water sharing problem during
distress years on a permanent basis.

nuary and February.
Karnataka stated that it
had a distress inflow of
52.461% at its reservoirs
from December 19, 2023,
to January 28, 2024. “On
applying such a level of
distress, the flow at Bili-
gundlu should have been
2.65 tmcft as against the
actual release of 4.064
tmcft during this period,”
Karnataka contended.
Maintaining that it had
experienced more distress
than that of Tamil Nadu
during the current water
year, Karnataka said that it
would not be able to re-
lease any water from its re-
servoirs but for the flows
from uncontrolled catch-
ment. The CWMA did not
give any directions for wa-
ter release from Karnata-

Source: The Hindu, p. 15, Feb. 2, 2024

ka, the official release
notes.

Meanwhile, Karnataka
reiterated that the CWMA,
which is an expert body,
should consider and de-
cide on the permissibility
of the Mekedatu balancing
reservoir project to solve
the water sharing problem
during distress years on a
permanent basis.

When the opinion of all
the members of CWMA
was sought, a majority of
them opined that the auth-
ority was not competent
for technical examination
of the DPR. They also ex-
pressed a view that the
proposal regarding the Me-
kedatu project may be re-
verted back to the CWC for
further appraisal as the
CWC is the competent

authority, states the offi-
cial note from the office of
Mr. Shivakumar.

Earlier, Karnataka re-
quested the authority to
take an appropriate stand
about the Detailed Project
Report (DPR) of Mekedatu
project. It also appealed to
the authority to forward its
views to the Central Water
Commission  indicating
that the DPR does not in-
fringe upon the provisions
of the Tribunal’s award so
that Karnataka could ob-
tain requisite clearances.

It also submitted that
there were no restrictions
or any impediments in the
decision of the Tribunal or
in the Supreme Court’s
judgment on the construc-
tion of Mekedatu balanc-
ing reservoir.



Govt to help ryots earn
and sell carbon credits

Vindhya.Pabolu
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The Karnataka
govt is developing a carbon
credit framework to enable
farmerstotransitiontosusta-
inable agri-horticulture sy-
stems. The move is aimed at
helping them grow crops that
guzzle greenhouse gases,
earn carbon removal units
and monetise them.

The govt will sign an MoU
with National Bank for Agri-
culture and Rural Develop-
ment (Nabard) Consultancy
Services, a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Nabard.

The project will be imple-
mented in six months.

Over 35,000 farmers of
Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh,
hit pay-dirt by selling their
carbon credits during the pi-
lot of a similar project and
earned 49 euros (Rs 4,400) per
hectare, besides earnings
from their crops. “This initia-
tive will promote sustainable
agriculture and better liveli-
hoods for farmers,” said Sha-
lini Rajneesh, additional chi-
ef secretary and development
commissioner.

Karnataka'’s initiative
will be a pilot focusing on ca-
pacity building and trading.
A group of farmers from se-
lect districts of the state will

HOW IT WORKS

arbonremoval unitsare

tradable carbon
credits. Farmersor
entrepreneurs adopting
sustainable practices that
guzzle or stop producing
greenhouse gases are
allotted equivalent CRUs
which can be monetised by
selling them to industrial
units which, inturn, get
permission to emit that
much greenhouse gases.

be trained to grow agricultu-
re/horticulture crops like ta-
marind, mango and lemon to
earn CRUs, which are trade-
able. According to sources,
farmers can earn an estima-
ted Rs 6,000 per hectare from
their carbon credits.

Ramesh T, chief general
manager of Nabard, told TOI,
“Horticulture plants for the
firstfive years have a great ca-
pacity to consume more car-
bon. By growing them, far-
mers can earn in two ways:
From their crop as well as
from selling carbon credits.”
He said Karnataka, with 149
lakh hectares of cropped area
and 114 lakh hectares of net
sown area, has the potential
to generate carbon credits.

Source: The Times of India, p.5, Feb. 2, 2024




NABARD estimates credit potential
of Rs 1.85L cr for agriculture sector in state

Need for synergy
among officials,
bankers stressed

vy

BENGALURU, DHNS

he National Bank for Ag-
Triculture and Rural De-

velopment (NABARD)
estimates a credit potential of
Rs 3.97 lakh crore for priority
sectorlendingin Karnataka for
this financial year, and places
the share of the agricultural
sector at about Rs 1.85 lakh
crore (46%).

This was discussed as a part
of NABARD's State Focus Pa-
per 2024-25 that was released
at the State Credit Seminar
held atitsregional officeinthe
cityon Tuesday.

Representatives of RBI, SBI,

and Canara Bank who were
present at the seminar high-
lighted the need for financial
institutions to leverage this
credit potential to disburse
it correctly to farmers and
agri-industry players to make
the most of the agricultural
potential in the state.

The seminar also highlight-
ed the key challenges and
their potential solutions in the
agri-infrastucture and ancil-
lary activities industry. Some
of the sectors covered under
this include crop production,
water resources, farm mecha-
nisation, plantation and horti-
culture,and animal husbandry.
The focus was on developing
sustainable agriculture prac-
tices and encouraging an in-

The focus of the seminar was
on developing sustainable
agriculture practices and
encouraging anintegrated
farming system.

tegrated farming system to
mitigate the effects of climate
change on agriculture whilst

enhancing output.

Shalini Rajneesh, Additional
Chief Secretary and Develop-
ment Commissioner, Govern-
ment of Karnataka, stressed
the need to focus on resources
and challenges athand to max-
imise output and for multiple
stakeholders to collaborate
on workable micro-level solu-
tions. “We are not using the
full potential of the resources
at our disposal. How many
timesdowe consultthe famers
orstakeholders? Why don’t we
value theinputsofthelocal ex-
perts—the farmers themselves
--and see their value addition?
We must take their inputs to
replicate success using inno-
vative methods,” she said.

She also emphasised the

need to develop “synergy”
among bankers and officials
to enable the easy disburse-
ment of credit to all farmers.
“Any citizen or farmer must
not go back and forth (for pa-
perwork). Banking must be
made easy, and people must be
informed wellin advance about
the documents required,” she
added.

The State Focus Paper acts
as a guidance document for
banks, lendinginstitutionsand
planning agencies to develop
actionable strategies to aid
the agriculture industry, not-
ed NABARD officials. Bankers
present at the seminar also
vowed to ensure the effective
implementation ofthe Paper’s
insights.

ural Drinking Water and Sanitation Department
Office of the Chief Engineer, RWS&SD, First Floor, "E" Block,

KHB Complex, Cauvery Bhavan, K.G. Road,
luru-560 009, Ph: 080-22533700, e-mail: cerws14@gmail

Source: Deccan Herald, p.11, Feb, 2, 2024
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Bengaluru MLAs demand water, better
roads & footpaths ahead of BBMP budget

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The state go-
vernment, which is plan-
ning multiple infrastructu-
re initiatives under the am-
bitious ‘Brand Bengaluru’
project, was flooded with
complaints from several le-
gislators cutting across the
party lines on Monday.

From resolving confusion
over property tax arrears un-
der the controversial self-dis-
closure scheme to better foot-
paths, wider roads and potab-
le water; the MLAs urged de-
puty chief minister DK
Shivakumar for a concrete so-
lution tofix the city’s perenni-
al problems of Bengaluru du-
ring a consultative meeting at
Vikasa Soudha ahead of the
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahana-
gara Palike (BBMP) budget.

The MLAs slammed
BBMP’s stand on collecting
tax dues under the self-disclo-
sure scheme.

“The civic body has been
issuing notices to the citizens
for no fault of theirs. The go-
vernment must introduce a
one-time settlement and col-
lect only the tax and interest

while waiving off the penal-
ty,” Suresh Kumar, MLA from
Rajajinagar, said.

SMuniraju, MLA from Da-
sarahalli, questioned the
BBMP’smove of seizing25bu-
ildings per day per assembly
constituency. “Which law or
act permits such seizure of
property daily? This isembar-
rassing and the government
must discontinue it with im-
mediate effect to give relief to
thecitizens,” he said.

Shivakumar said: “BBMP
is unable to collect tax as plan-
ned under the self-disclosure
scheme. As per my own sur-
vey, over 50% of the property
owners are not paying taxes.
The penalty on defaulters has
considerably increased after
the revision of Property Tax
rules. Citizens can't pay such
huge arrears. Unfortunately,
nobody thought about this be-
fore. Hence, we have decided
toamend the rulesagain.”

M Krishnappa, MLA from
Bengaluru South, highlighted
the problems of pedestrians.
“Notasingle footpath has eno-
ugh amenities for pedestri-
ans. The government must
crack down on footpath encro-
achment and allow hawkers

@ Coordination of all
parastatal agencies for
effective administration

® Widening of roads wherever
possible to decongest the city
® Request to Fastrack the
pending Akrama-Sakrama
plea hearing

TALK ON:
Bengaluru
legislators
duringa
meeting with
deputy CM
Shivakumar
on Monday

b o '5 \ A
WHAT THE CITY NEEDS TO GROW BETTER

@ Better maintenance of
playgrounds, lakes, parks with
deployment of security

® Resolve the garbage crisis

@ Allocate funds based on area,
population of constituencies

@ Clear abandoned vehicles
dumped along roadside

only where there is enough
space or rehabilitate themata
suitable place. The govern-
ment mustdevelop atleast5to
6 footpaths in every constitu-
ency,” he said.

Another MLA from South
Bengaluru questioned the re-
duced allocation of funds.
“Thetotal outlay of the budget
is Rs 9,500 crore and most of it
goes only for salaries and pen-
sion. Each ward will get Rs 3
crore grants for various
works. What can be done with

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Jan. 30, 2024

13

such poor allocation? When
will the government allocate
funds to clear the pending
bills for over two-and-half ye-
ars?” heasked.

The MLAs also demanded
aproper supply of potable wa-
ter, especially along the out-
skirts and in 110 villages. “As
per the Supreme Court order,
we have issued an order to al-
locate 6tmc of water for Beng-
aluruand we'llensure the city
gets the entire share of thisal-
location,” the DCM replied.

Back to Contents
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Peer-to-peer solar power trade to be reality soon

Karnataka power
regulatory body
releasesdraftrules

oy

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

wants to run the chores us-

ing green energy but have

no option to install a rooftop

solar power system, there is
good newsin the offing.

In a big push for the use of

solar energy, Karnataka will

If you are someone who

Continued...

soon allow peer-to-peer trad-
ing of solar power produced
through rooftop photovoltaic
systems. The Karnataka Elec-
tricity Regulatory Commis-
sion (KERC) has published
draftguidelinesto putinplace
asystem thatcouldallow such
trading. While peer-to-peer
solar energy trading using a
blockchain-based technolo-
gy is increasingly becoming
popular in the country, the
producersin Karnataka could
not venture into peer-to-peer
trading owing to a lack of
guidelines.

Once the guidelines come
into force, owners who have
installed solar rooftop systems

Electrifying move

The guidelines fix the responsibility

of every stakeholder

The producers and consumers
are expected to register with
the distribution licensee
(ESCOMs)

Thedistribution
licensee shall work
with the service
provider to integrate
their systems

Service
providers are
expected to put
inplaceasystem
connecting producers,
consumers and

distribution

in their houses and estab-

lishments can sell the excess
power to other consumers at
a price negotiated by the pro-
ducer and the consumer. So
far, the users of solar rooftops

licensees

could sell the ex-

cess power only to
theElectricity Supply Compa-
nies (ESCOMs). “Itis aimed to
benefit small consumers who
are willing to adopt green

energy. This new technology
will also help producers earn
more,” a senior official from
KERCtold DH.

While the installation of
solar rooftop systems was
said to be declining across
the state owing to the ‘Gruha
Jyothi’free power scheme, this
new power sharing model is
expected to give a boost to the
sector since it could open up
themarket fornew customers.

Peer-to-peer trading could
promote the use of clean en-
ergy,increasethestate’s power
production and also provide
better returns to those adopt-
ingclean energy.

» Solar power, Page 4

Peer-to-peer solar power trade likely to be a reality in state soon

Solar power, from Page 1

“The peer-to-peer trading
model helps those who do
not have space to install solar
power generation systems but
want to adopt green energy.
Thedemand for green energy
will increase drastically once
the system falls in place,” a
researcher from World Re-
sources India (WRI) said.
KERCinitsdraftguidelines
named as ‘KERC (Implemen-
tation of Peer to Peer Solar
Energy through Block-Chain

based Platform) Regulations,
2024’ noted that ‘peer-to-peer
transactionsarelikelyto playa
significantrole in shaping the
future of sustainable energy
systems’.

The guidelines, which fixes
the responsibility of every
stakeholder, suggest that both
the producer and the consum-
ershouldregister with the dis-
tribution licensee (ESCOMs)
and pay network charges for
theuse of infrastructure setup
by the supply company. “The
peer-to-peer solar transac-

tions offer various benefits,
the success of which depends
on regulatory support, tech-
nological advancements, and
widespread adoption within
communities,” the draft said.

The guidelines also delve
into various scenarios and
actions to be taken in cases
of over-injection and un-
der-injection of power by
the producers, and overuse
and underuse of power by
the consumers. The service
provider is held responsi-
ble for creating awareness

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1 &4, Jan 30, 2024
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and training the producers,
consumers, and ESCOMs
regarding the functioning of
peer-to-peer platforms. “The
service provider shall ensure
that the systems installed by
it for facilitating peer-to-peer
exchange donotdisruptdistri-
bution licensee’s system and
shall ensure that there is a
seamless settlement between
the peer-to-peer partners,”
the draft said.

The public can raise objec-
tions or provide suggestions to
KERCtill February11.



‘Karnataka wants to create 30,000
fresh jobs by 2028 in AVGC-XR’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka has a mandate
to create 30,000 fresh
high-quality jobs in the ani-
mation, visual effects, gam-
ing and comics and extend-
ed reality (AVGC-XR) sector
by 2028 and the target is al-
so to export 80% of the ser-
vices and products of the
industry by that time, said
Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah.

He was speaking after
inaugurating the fifth edi-
tion of Bengaluru
GAFX-2024, a three-day an-
nual AVGC-XR exposition,
jointly organised by the
State government and the
industry apex body, ABAI,
here on Monday.

“Karnataka wants to be
the leader in AVGC-XR sec-
tor in the country, similar
to the dominance the State
currently commands in in-

N .

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and Deputy Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar others during the inauguration of Bengaluru
GAFX-2024 on Monday. SUDHAKARA JAIN

formation technology,
knowledge process out-
sourcing, and innovation
spaces. To achieve this feat
the industry and the go-
vernment should work in
tandem,’* said Mr. Siddara-
maiah, while addressing
industry players, interna-
tional buyers, and inves-
tors. He said Karnataka
currently held a 20% share
in the country’s total me-
dia and entertainment in-

Source: The Hindu, p. 3, Jan 30, 2024
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dustry, employing
over 15,000 professionals
across over 300 specialised
AVGC-XR studios.

In 2021, when India’s
nominal GDP grew 19%, ad-
vertising growth outper-
formed and grew 25%. The
highest growth was in tele-
vision advertising of %62
billion, followed by digital
advertising of %55 billion,
and then of 329 billion
from a resilient print, he

noted. India was amongst
the largest content produc-
ers in the world — with
1,50,000 hours of TV con-
tent, 2,500 hours of premi-
um OTT content, and
2,000 hours of filmed con-
tent produced in 2021
alone. Interestingly, the
digital media has firmly es-
tablished itself as the se-
cond-largest segment and
it grew by 68 billion in
2021, he added, quoting in-
dustry statistics.

On the State’s readiness
for growth in the sector,
Mr. Siddaramaiah further
said the Centre of Excel-
lence (COE) in Bengalurum
a one-ofits-kind and the
country’s first state-of-the-
art facility, houses a highly
equipped AVGC post-pro-
duction lab, providing the
industry with resources for
hands-on education and to
generate high quality con-
tent.



Like shares, you could soon
buy and sell solar energy too

Draft Rules
Ready For P2P
Transactions

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: The Karnataka
Electricity Regulatory Com-
mission (KERC) has notified
draft regulations on ‘Peer to
Peer (P2P) Solar Energy
Transaction’that providesci-
tizens to transact electricity
with any other consumerlike
the way shares are traded in
the stock market.

The regulations, if imp-
lemented, could revolutioni-
setheenergy sectorand give
the much-needed boost toro-
oftop solar power genera-
tion in Karnataka, which is
betting big on renewable
energy sources to meet its
growing demands.

Sources at the KERC reve-
aled that citizens who install
rooftop solar systemsare cur-
rently permitted tosell power
only to the Escoms. Under the
P2P model, they are free to
sell the power generated on
their rooftops to anybody at
an agreed tariff set by the re-
gulatory authorities.

The sale of surplus power
by one consumer to another

HOW WILL IT BE REGULATED

® P2P sellers must have solar
rooftop units with a capacity
of 1 Kw to 2 Mw

® Parties can quote prices

and receive bids for energy

@ Parties shall not indulge

in anti-competitive practices
such as price fixing

® Parties shall not compromise
on the electrical safety

at an agreed tariff — Peer to
Peer (P2P)solarenergy trans-
actions — will be facilitated
through a blockchain plat-
form, the draft regulations
said. The KERC has also invi-
ted objections, if any, in 30 da-
ys. “The concept is a promi-
singinnovation in the energy
sector as it achieves decent-
ralisation, renewable energy
integration, efficiency and
flexibility, empowerment of
prosumers, cost savings, grid
resilience, environmental
impact, innovation in tech-

@ Billing cycle will be the same
as those of Escoms

® Escoms will generate bills
for P2P parties including
transaction charges

@ P2P consumers have to
clear bills by the due date

o [f parties fail to clear dues,
they will be removed from

the platform

o8,

S

3
2

G &

nology, community engage-
ment and regulatory evolu-
tion. Also, citizens with ro-
oftop solar units could reco-
ver their investment much
faster than in the prevailing
arrangements,” a senior
KERC official said.

MG Prabhakar, advisor
to the energy committee of
FKCCI, said the proposed re-
gulations would benefit the
industries inthelongrun.

“Jurisdictional Escoms
or their authorised firms
will facilitate the sale and

Source: The Times of India, p.3, Jan. 31, 2024
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buying of energy. Also, the
participants shall have eit-
her net metering or gross
metering arrangements to
facilitate energy transac-
tions,” herevealed.

Ramesh Shivanna, a re-
newable energy expert and
member of FKCCI, said,
“The exciting factor is that
traders and buyers can set
their prices based on the re-
gulatory framework. In the
caseof higherandlower pri-
ces, average pricing can ea-
sily be worked out in this
method. In case there is no
energy available on the P2P
platform, Escoms will pro-
vide energy and if there are
no buyers, energy will be
sold to the Escoms as per the
purchaseagreement.”

“Integration of new
technology with the exis-
ting infrastructure can be
complex and may need tech-
nological intervention and
investment. Also, the inter-
mittent nature of solar po-
wer generation poses a chal-
lenge in ensuring continuo-
us and reliable energy supp-
ly for consumers.
Regulatory bodies shall col-
laborate with the industry
and provide incentives and
rebates on transactional
charges to promote the P2P
model,” Shivanna voiced.



Karnataka releases
new AVGC policy

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government on
Wednesday released an up-
dated policy for Animation,
Visual Effects, Gaming,
Comics, and Extended
Reality that will guide the
growth of the sector until
2029. The AVGC-XR indus-
try has seen unprecedent-
ed growth in the last few
years, becoming an integral
part of the broader techno-
logical landscape, said Pri-
yank Kharge, Minister for
Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj, and IT & BT.

Tech prowess
As per the most recent da-
ta, India’s IT-BPM (business
process management) sec-
tor contributed 8% to the
national GDP and 25-30% to
Karnataka’s Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP).
“This existing technological
prowess provides Karnata-
ka with a strategic advan-
tage in embracing and ad-
vancing in the AVGC-XR
sectors and therefore this
new policy to further
growth,’* said the Minister
while unveiling draft policy
at GAFX 2024.

As per the draft, the
State proposes to set up

Centres of Excellence and
innovation hubs across the
State. These centres are ex-
pected to create a collabo-
rative environment involv-
ing academia, the private
sector and government
agencies. They would also
serve as focal points for skill
development, fostering in-
novation, and translating
research into market-ready
products and services.
“The policy includes a
range of fiscal incentives, a
streamlined regulatory en-
vironment, and the deve-
lopment of cutting-edge in-
frastructure, he added.

The aim is to provide a
nurturing and enabling set-
ting that allows both star-
tups and established com-
panies to flourish, ensuring
that Karnataka becomes a
prime destination for in-
vestments in these sectors,
he further said.

Best practices

According to Mr. Kharge,
countries like Japan, South
Korea, and Singapore have
set global benchmarks in
the development of AVGC-
XR sectors by establishing
dedicated centres of excel-
lence and innovation hubs
and facilitating public-priv-
ate partnerships.

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, Feb. 1, 2024
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Karnataka, Wistron
sign MoU for laptop

manufacturing plant

v/ INVEST

[ KARNATAK A‘

Minister for Large and Medium Industries M.B. Patil at the signing of
the MoU with Wistron officials on Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka on Wednesday
signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with
Wistron (ICT Service Man-
agement Solutions) in con-
nection with the latter’s
plans to set up a laptop ma-
nufacturing plant in the
State.

Under the MoU, the Tai-
wan-based company would
invest 1,500 crore to set up
the laptop factory which
would create around 3,000
jobs, M.B. Patil, Minister for
Large and Medium
Industries.

Land sought

The Minister said the com-
pany sought 32 acres of
land for the proposed pro-
ject and his government
was considering offering
the company the land in

the surroundings of the
Bengaluru region.

Wistron executives in-
formed the Minister that
their company was plan-
ning to start the work on
the plant by July 2024 to
start manufacturing lap-
tops by January 2026.

“This will be the first un-
it to manufacture laptops in
Karnataka. The proposed
fully automated facility will
make laptops for all brands
and over 50% of laptops
made from here will be for
export markets. The plant
will also produce IoT com-
ponents and EV-related
parts,” said the Minister.

Wintron executives who
met Mr. Patil included Alec
Lai, president of Global Ma-
nufacturing, Dennis Hung,
Senior Director, Rachael
Lu, General Manager, and
Sudhir C., Manager of Wis-
tron Corp.

Source: The Hindu, p. 5, Feb. 1, 2024
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Injustice meted out to State
though it contributes 4 lakh
crore in terms of taxes: CM

Budget has remained silent on increasing debt and has not provided a clear picture of the state of

economy, unemployment, price rise, drought, and farmers’ problems, says Siddaramaiah

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

tating that the inte-
s rim Union Budget

presented on Thurs-
day was not a “vikasit” (de-
velopment-oriented) but a
“destructive” one, Chief
Minister  Siddaramaiah
said it has not only been
disappointing but in-
creased the country’s debt
to T190 lakh crore besides
remaining silent on unem-
ployment, drought, and
farmers problems.

“The Budget has re-
mained silent on the in-
creasing debt and has not
provided a clear picture of
the state of economy, un-
employment, price rise,
drought, and farmers’ pro-
blems. Though Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah

speaks of development-
oriented Budget, in a true
sense, this is a destructive
Budget,” he told pressper-
sons in his reaction on the
Interim Budget.

There are no pro-
grammes for the poor,
youth, farmers. and wo-
men, and there is no men-
tion of crop loss compensa-
tion. “While a few crops
have been brought under

Source: The Hindu, p. 7, Feb, 2, 2024
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MSP, there is a need to
bring all crops under the
MSP but there is no men-
tion of it. The Finance Mi-
nister has reduced 30% tax
on the corporates and in-
creased the burden on the
poor and middle class,” he
said.

Stating that Karnataka
has not got drought com-
pensation, the Chief Minis-
ter said that the Centre’s
grants to the State is also
yet to come. AIIMS has not
been approved to Raichur,
funding for peripheral ring
road and 5,300 crore for
Upper Bhadra project is
yet to be released, he ad-
ded. “Injustice is being
meted out to the State con-
tinuously, though Karnata-
ka contributes ¥4 lakh
crore in terms of taxes,”
Mr. Siddaramaiah added.

Refuting the allegations
of former Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai that the
State under Mr. Siddara-
maiah’s earlier tenure did
not effectively argue before
15th Finance Commission,
he said: “What we are ask-
ing for is justice for Karna-
taka. Have 26 MPs said this
before the Centre? These
MPs have not raised their
voice in favour of the State.
They are scared of Mr. Mo-
di and Home Minister Amit
Shah. When the State dele-
gation met Mr. Shah, he
promised to release grants
to the State, but he has not
called a meeting so far. He
has a stepmotherly atti-
tude towards the State.”

The State will effectively
arguing its case before the
16th Finance Commission,
he said.



Interim budget: Slight respite for
K’taka with rise in tax devolution

Centre to devolve Rs 44,485 cr;
State collects Rs 4L cr in taxes

v

BHARATH JOSHI
BENGALURU, DHNS

he Union government
I willdevolve Rs44,485.49
crore to Karnataka as
the state’s share in taxes and
duties for the 2024-25 fiscal,
providing some respite for the
Siddaramaiah-led government
that had anticipated a lesser
amount.
Thefinancedepartmenthad
projected that Karnataka could
receive Rs 41,483 crore under
devolution in 2024-25.
When contacted, Additional

Chief Secretary (Finance) LK
Atheeqtold DH, “We welcome
thisand are happy aboutit.”
The “slightly higher devo-
lution” will come in handy for
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
who will present his record
15th Budget on February 16
amid pressure to set aside an
estimated Rs 55,000 crore for
the Congress’ five guarantees.
According to documents
linked to Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman’s Interim
Budget, the Centre willdevolve
a total of Rs 12.19 lakh crore
of taxes and duties to states.

In this, Karnataka’s share is
3.647% as fixed by the 15th Fi-
nance Commission.
Karnataka’s projected devo-
lution figure of Rs 44,485.49
croreincludescorporationtax

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Feb, 2, 2024

(Rs 13,969.93 crore), income
tax (Rs 15,393.23 crore), cen-
tral GST (Rs13,600.47 crore),
customs (Rs 907.75 crore),
union excise duty (Rs 542.78
crore), service tax (Rs 1.50
crore) and other taxes and du-
ties (Rs70.28 crore).

For the fiscal ending this
March, Karnataka is now ex-
pected to get Rs 40,280.88
crore under devolution. This
is more than Rs 37,252 crore
thatwas estimated.

“Wehad assumed thatthere
would not be much difference
between the budget estimates
(BE) and revised estimates
(RE) for the current financial
year. However, revenues of the
Union government grew more
than their estimates,” a senior
finance department official
said.

Uttar Pradesh, whose share
in taxes and duties is the high-

estat17.939%, will get Rs 2.18
lakh crore under devolution
in the next fiscal. Bihar, with a
10%share, will get Rs 1.22 lakh
crore.

With the Union govern-
ment constituting the 16th
Finance Commission, the
Congress-ruled Karnataka
has been raising “injustice” in
devolution.

Karnataka's share in tax
devolution fell from 4.713%
under the 14th Finance Com-
mission to 3.647% under the
15th Finance Commission.

“Karnataka has faced in-
justice in devolution of taxes.
The state government collects
Rs4lakh crore in taxes. We're
number two in India after
Maharashtra. But when it
comes to devolution, we're
placed 10th,” Siddaramaiah
said while reacting to the In-
terim Budget.

Budget earmarks Rs 7,524 cr for
railway projects in Karnataka

Future projects to be fully funded
by state or Railways dept

BENGALURU, DHNS

he Union Budget for 2024~

25 has allocated Rs 7,524

crore for railway projects
in Karnataka, including Rs 7,239
crore for the South Western Rail-
way (SWR), whose 84% jurisdic-
tion lies in the state.

Of the Rs 7,329 crore, the
SWR will spend Rs 2,286 crore
on building new railway lines, Rs
1,531 crore on doubling/quadru-
pling, Rs 987 crore on develop-
ing passenger amenities, Rs 341
crore on constructing railway
underbridges/overbridges, Rs
126.11 crore on creating traffic

facilities works and Rs 22 crore
on undertaking surveys for new
lines, doubling and quadrupling,
the railway zone said in a state-
ment on Thursday. Another Rs
85 crore has been allocated for
railway electrification.

Notably, it has been decided
that all future railway works in
Karnataka will be fully funded by
the railways or the state govern-
ment to ensure faster progress.
The existing practice of equally
sharing the cost between the rail-
ways and the state government
has often caused delays and cost
overruns.

TheRs7.,524 croreisatad lower

-

No funds have been allocated in this yéar's budget for the

Bengaluru Suburban Railway Project. oH FILE PHOTO

than the Rs 7,561 crore allocated
for railway projects in Karnataka
in the 2023-24 budget. However,
the previous budgetallocated an-
other Rs 1,350 crore for the Ben-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.10, Feb, 2, 2024
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galuru Suburban Railway Project
(BSRP).

No funds have been allocated
inthis year’sbudget for the BSRP.
Of the Rs 1,350 crore allocated

last year, the railways released
only Rs 450 crore. In the revised
estimates, theallocation hasbeen
reduced to Rs450 crore.

An official from K-RIDE said
that they wouldn’t be short of
funds because of the €500 mil-
lion loan agreement signed re-
cently with Germany’s KfW De-
velopment Bank.

KN Krishna Prasad of the Kar-
nataka Railway Vedike welcomed
the “decent”allocation to existing
projectsand hoped that the funds
would be retained in the regular
budget.

In particular, he praised the
“handsome” allocation to three
new lines that would pass entirely
in Karnataka — Bagalkot-Kudchi
(Rs 410 cr), Gadag-Wadi (Rs 380
cr)and Ginigera-Raichur (Rs 300
cr).

“Thesenew linesare crucial for
the state because they will seam-
lessly connect different parts of
NorthKarnataka,” he said.



Interim Budget: State gets
17,524 cr. for railway projects

The Hindu Bureau
HUBBALLI

In the Interim Budget pre-
sented by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitaraman on
Thursday, the outlay for
railway projects in Karna-
taka has been increased to
37,524 crore, with South
Western Railway garnering
37,329 crore of it.

According to a press re-
lease, of the allocation
made to railway projects in
the State, 2,286 crore has
been given for new lines,
%1,531 crore for track dou-
bling and %987 crore for
passenger amenities.

Under Amrit Bharat
Scheme, 48 railway sta-
tions under South Western
Railway have been chosen
for redevelopment.

A sum of ¥341 crore has
been allocated for safety
works, including road
overbridges and road un-
derbridges. While the allo-
cation for traffic facilities
works is T126.11 crore, allo-
cation for survey of new

7

" o ) I
SWR GM Sanjeev Kishore watching the live telecast of the Railway

Minister’s press briefing, in Hubballi on Thursday. KIRAN BAKALE

lines, doubling and qua-
drupling projects is 322
crore.

Some of the allocations
for the new lines and ongo-
ing works are as follows:
Gadag (Talkal)-Wadi %380
crore,  Ginigera-Raichur
%300 crore, Tumakuru-Da-
vangere (via Chitradurga)
3300 crore, Tumakuru-
Rayadurga (via Kalyandur-
ga) 3250 crore, Bagalkot-
Kudachi 410 crore, Shiva-
mogga-Shikaripura-Ran-
bennur 3200 crore,
Belagavi-Dharwad (via Kit-

Source: The Hindu, p. 7, Feb, 2, 2024
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tur) I50 crore and Kadur-
Chikkamagaluru-Hassan
%160 crore.

Doubling works
Gadag-Hotgi 197 crore,
Baiyappanahalli-Hosur
%150 crore, Yeshwantpur-
Channasandra 150 crore,
Londa-Miraj 3200 crore,
Hubballi-Chikjajur 394
crore, Bengaluru Canton-
ment-Whitefield Quadru-
pling 3260 crore, Hosa-
pete-Tinaighat-Vasco-da-
Gama 3400 crore, and Ho-
sur-Omalur Z100.1 crore.



B’luru hails 71 lakh-crore corpus for
research as tech game changer

Golden Era For
Tech-Savvy
Youth, Says FM

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Finance mini-
ster Nirmala Sitharaman's
announcement of a Rs1lakh-
crore corpus for long-term fi-
nancingof research and inno-
vationinsunrisedomains has
beenreceived with much jubi-
lation in Bengaluru, acity dot-
ted with multiple research
and development institutes.
In the Interim Budget un-
veiled Thursday, Sitharaman
said it will be a golden era for
the country’s tech-savvy yo-
uth. The corpus will provide
for 50-year interest-free loans.
“The corpus will provide
long-term financing or refi-
nancing with long tenures
and low or nil interest rates.
This will encourage the priva-
te sector to scale up research
and innovation significantly
in sunrise domains. We need
tohave programmes that com-
bine the powers of our youth
and technology,” she said.
“It'sagood opportunity for
corporates to bring startups
into their innovation ecosys-
temand co-create solutions. A

HOW CORPORATES REACTED TO INTERIM BUDGET

In the Interim Union
Budget 2024-25, finance
minister Nirmala Sitharaman
has provided a comprehensive
roadmap for sustained
economic growth
that will enable
India to achieve
a developed
economy status
by 2047. Her
emphasis on research &
innovation, biomanufacturing,
green technology, robust
infrastructure development,
and technology-driven digital
transformation augurs well
for India to deliver on
aspirational yet people-centric,
inclusive development
Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw |
EXECUTIVE CHAIRPERSON,
BIOCON & BIOCON BIOLOGICS

The Rs 1 lakh crore support to technology &

innovation is a very thoughtful and compelling
idea that will propel India on course to Viksit Bharat.
Likewise is the focus on the farm sector and MSMEs
Kamal Bali | PRESIDENT & MD, VOLVO GROUP IN INDIA

Skill India Mission has
helped in building a highly
skilled workforce and the
Rs 1 lakh crore corpus with
interest-free loans for tech-
savvy youth will be a true game-
changer. This will fuel innovation
& entrepreneurship,
fostering the next
generation of tech
leaders. We believe
this Interim Budget
has laid a strong
foundation for continued growth,
with technology playing a pivotal
role in shaping India's future
Debashis Chatterjee |
MD AND CEO, LTIMINDTREE

The vision of ‘Viksit Bharat

2047 is built on the strong
foundations of decisive
governance, inspirational
leadership and a proven track
record of delivering digital,
physical, and social
infrastructure.
The emphasis on
boosting innovation
through the low/no
interest 50-year loan, expanding
capex on infrastructure and
adhering to fiscal deficit goals
are significant, strong points
from this Interim Budget
Kunal Bahl | co-rounper,
SNAPDEAL AND TITAN CAPITAL

50-year interest-free loan for
long-term financing research
and innovation in sunrise do-
mains will not only help the
companies togetample oppor-
tunity and time to scale up but
to utilise their potential at the
best which will in a way boost
the economy in the long run,”
said Anand Sri Ganesh, CEO
of NSRCELIIMB.

“It’s a well-thought-out
move. However, there are a

few steps that the govt should
take in this regard,” sugges-
ted G Ramesh, retired profes-
sor from IIMB, and director,
Niti School of Public Policy &
Leadership.

“It should be a triple helix
— with govt, universities, and
business in the loop. For in-
stance, if thegovtmakesafun-
ding of 80%, the researcher
should get a business too in it.
Further, the system should be

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Feb. 2, 2024

HAS SOUTH RACED
AHEAD OF NORTH?
A REALITY SHECK

HEALTHY
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an autonomous institutional
structure, with a strong lea-
dershiplike that of the UIDAIL
It should also permit collabo-
ration with universities abro-
ad. There are institutions in
countries like Israel and Ja-
pan that are doing commen-
dable work in sunrise indu-
stries. This should be tapped,”
he pointed out.
“Techentrepreneurshipis
the need of the hour,” said

Prof S Sadagopan, former di-
rector of the International In-
stitute of Information Tech-
nology-Bangalore.

“VCs fund only those that
can grow fast and big. They
are always after ‘unicorn’ ide-
as.ButIndianeedstensof tho-
usandsof ‘nanocorns’andnot
just hundreds of unicorns.
Nanocorns would create
hundreds tothousands of jobs
all over the country and not in
Bengaluru alone! That is the
reason I am excited about this
proposal from the govern-
ment,” hesaid.

Growing research culture
B Thimme Gowda, former vi-
ce-chairman of Karnataka
State Higher Education Co-
uncil, hailed the announce-
ment. “With the National
Education Policy in place na-
tionally, there is research
mandated at the undergra-
duate level. So a research
culture is being built at the
UG level,” said Gowda, who
had helped the previous govt
rollout NEP in the state.
“The important factor is
to identify the good projects,
which are relevant for the in-
dustry and the scientific ad-
vancement of the country.
This requires more support
which will hopefully come
from this corpus,” he said.

WEALTHY WISE
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State to bringin
new compulsory

gratuity bill

Govt plans
corpus fund for
unorganised
workers

—v—

BENGALURU, DHNS: The state
government will soon bring
inanew compulsory gratuity
bill to ensure employees are
notdenied their gratuity even
if the company goes under,
said Labour Minister Santosh
Lad.

Lad was speaking at the
‘eShram registration drive
for newspaper distributors’,
organised by Prajavani and
Deccan Herald at their MG
Road office on Thursday.

“Under the gratuity
scheme, the company or the
employers should invest the
gratuityamountininsurance
companies. This will ensure
that the employees receive
their gratuity amount, even
if the company goes bank-
rupt,” he said. Once the bill is
passed,itwould benefit nearly
80lakh employeesacross the
state, he added.

Corpus fund

“There is also a plan to es-
tablish a corpus fund for
unorganised workers by im-
posing a cess of Rs 1 on every
litre of petrol and diesel so
that these workers can avail

greater benefits,” he said.

The minister also noted
that the age limit for unor-
ganised workers applying for
the eShramschemewill be ex-
tendedto 70 years,and efforts
areonto proposeabillrecom-
mendinga 5%reservation for
people with disabilities in the
private sector.

“We have thought of bring-
ing nearly 40 lakh unorgan-
ised workers in the transport
department, including au-
torickshaw drivers, mechan-
ics,and garage owners, under
the eShram scheme. Trans-
port Minister Ramalinga
Reddy has agreed to provide
nearlyRs 250 croreunder the
11% transport cess being col-
lected. We will discuss it with
the Chief Minister to provide
social security to this sector’s
unorganised workers,” he
said.

More than one crore unor-
ganised workers in 394 sec-
torsinthe stateareeligible to
apply for eShram.

The minister proposed that
unorganised workers in 10
other professions, including
newspaper distributors, pho-
tographers, street vendors,
tailors,and people working in
thefield of cinema, willalsobe
included under the scheme.

Labour Commissioner
H N Gopalakrishna point-
ed out that of the 40,000
newspaper distributors, only
5,000 had registered under
eShramand urged more peo-
pletoregister for the scheme.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.11, Feb, 2, 2024
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EDUCATION

BBMP to provide health insurance
cover for its school, college students

Santoshkumar.B@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike is set to provi-
de health insurance cover for its
school and college students in the
upcoming budget after securing
government approval.

According to BBMP officials,
25,397 studentsarestudyinginits
schools and colleges in the city. If
the proposal is implemented, it
will be the first local body to pro-
vide health insurance cover for
students in the state.

BBMP runs 33 high schools, 16
primary schools, 18 PU colleges,
four degree colleges, and 93 nur-
sery schools in the city.

BBMP chief commissioner
Tushar Giri Nathrecently told me-
dia that they have received several
suggestions for the BBMP budget.

Palike may need up

to Rs 1 crore for the
scheme and the funds
may be allocated by its
education department

Providing health insurance to stu-
dents was among them and Palike
would make appropriate deci-
sions after taking consent from
the government, Nath said.

Palike officials said some stu-
dents have a coverage of uptoRs5
lakh annually under Ayushman
Bharat-Arogya Karnataka’ (AB-
ArK) scheme. The students could
get this coverage as their families
had BPL ration cards. Students
from above poverty line (APL) will
get free treatment from empanel-
led hospitalsuptoRs1.5lakhevery
year. “We are collecting details of

Source: The Times of India, p.3, Jan. 27, 2024
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students having BPL or APL
cards. We are planning health in-
surance coverage up to Rs 5 lakh
for students belonging to APL fa-
milies too,” BBMP sources said.

When pointed out that the AB-
ArK cover extends to the entire fa-
mily, the sources said the nitty-
gritty of the insurance coverageis
yet to be worked out.

BBMP educationdepartment
officials are planning to discuss
health insurance with four go-
vernmentcompanies: New India
Assurance, National Health In-
surance, United India Assuran-
ceand Oriental India Insurance.
Palike officials estimated they
may need up to Rs 1 crore to get
health insurance and the fund
may be allocated for the scheme
from the BBMP education de-
partment’s outlay.



In a first, more women than
men in 5 of 7 top UG courses

Enrolment, No.
Of New Edu
Institutions

Up: Govt Study

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Higher educa-
tion in India has witnessed
significant progressinterms
of enrolment, establishment
of new institutions, or im-
proved pupil-teacher ratio in
the last five years, with in-
creased participation of fe-
males over males in five of
the top seven undergraduate
programmes across various
disciplines for the first
time, according to the All
India Survey on Higher Edu-
cation (2021-2022) released
by the Centre on Thursday.

Based on 2011 census,
Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER)reached a new high of
28.4,and inbothundergradu-
ate and postgraduate levels,
there are now more female
students on campuses than
their male counterparts. In
26 states, GER for females ex-
ceeds that for males. There
are two UTs registering
GERs of over 60%—Chandi-
garh (64.8) and Puducherry
(61.5)—and six states with
GERs of 40 and above —
Delhi, Tamil Nadu, Hima-
chal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Kerala, and Telangana.

The total enrolment in
higher education has reac-
hed 4.33 crore, up from 3.57
crore in 201617, an overall
growthof 18.1%. Accordingto
the survey, enrolment surged
by 4.6% from the preceding
year and 26.5% from 2014-15.
hen it stood at 3.42 crore. The
leading six states, which ac-
count for 53.3% of total stu-
dent enrolment and house
51.4% of the total population
in the 1823 age group, are
UP (69.73 lakh), Maharashtra
(45.78 lakh), Tamil Nadu
(33.09 lakh), MP (28 lakh),
West Bengal (27.22 lakh)
and Rajasthan (26.891akh).

Female enrolment has in-
creased to 2.07 crore (a 32%
increase since 2014-15 and
18.7% since 2016-17) with
states like Kerala, Telanga-
na, Haryana, Assam, Hima-
chal Pradesh, J&K, Megha-
laya and Chhattisgarh hav-
ing more female students en-
rolled than males. “The
share of female enrollment
i855% of theincreaseinover-
all enrollment (911akh) since
2014-15,” the report said.

The number of universi-
ties/university-level institu-

FEMALE STUDENTS ENROLMENT UP BY 76 LAKH IN 5 YRS

Indian higher education in numbers
2019-20 |WPLPISI0M  2021-22

Institutions

1,162 Universities, 42,825 colleges and 10,576 Stand Alone Institutions have responded in the 2021-22 survey
bt et -

Allegations of fake caste certs in West
Bengal med colleges: CBI registers case

he Central Bureau of India (CBI) has registered acasein

connection with the alleged issuance of false certificates
of reserved category candidates and the use of these fake
certificates for admission in medical colleges in West Bengal
forthe pastthree years. The case has been registered against
unknown candidates, unknown officials of the West Bengal
government and other unknown persons. Itisalleged thata
large number of ST candidates were allotted seats for
different government colleges, though in reality they do not
belong to the STcommunity but obtained ST certificates from

Universities 1,043 1,113 1,168
Colleges 42,343 43,796 45,473
Colleges per
lakh eligible 27 31 30
population*
Teachers 15,03,156 15,51,070 15,97,688
* Population in the age-group 18-23 years
Enrolment in last 5 years (in crores) Level-wise Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER)
enrolment in
433 2021-22 2020-21
U G P G Total 213 284
34crore | 52.2lakh SC 231 259
(78.9%) (12.1%) ST 189 212
v Male | 267 23
r T T 1
2016-17 201819 202021 2021-22 UG PG Female | 27.9 285
Total female enrolment is 47.8% GERin higher education estimated using
5 population projections based on 2011
(2,06,91,792) in 2021-22 50.8% | 55.4%  Eensusforthe 1523 age group
. % of total UG Total 10
Programme-wise Female enrolled students ota t fprograml;tll'les
enrolment at UG level % Total | (3.4 crore) acsggz?)f &T‘;’t: b g"
Bachelor of Arts (BA) 51 | Llcrore enrolment
Bachelor of Science (BSc) 508 | 49.71akn  |FEREN T ——
Bachelor of Commerce (BCom) 472 | 434lakh A total of 57,18,185
Bachelor of Technology (BTech) | 29.1 | 25.1lakh §tus(1gnts areteun(;mlfligd
Bachelor of Arts (Honors) 543 | 204lakh M":,h(i:lle:; ?)alev Slowiin
Bachelor of Education (BEd) 624 | 1721akh JBR 52.1% female
Medical Science 576 | 17.11akh |
States with over 2000 colleges The top 6 states with
Uttar Pradesh [T (maxn. la"klhu)m student enrolment
Karnataka [EERIN These Uttar Pradesh [(:}§ account for
Rajasthan 8 states Maharashtra ECERE ot stdent
account for :
Tamil Nadu 69.8% of | Tamil Nadu enrolment.
.8% of total These states
Gujarat 2_37 n colleges Madhya Pradesh 28 also house
51.4% of th
Andhra Pradesh et Eencal total population
Rajasthan P13 of age-group
Madhya Pradesh j El A
(4,685) and Karnataka (4,283).

The last five years have
also witnessed an addition
of over 3.12 lakh teachers.
This has positively impact-
ed the pupilteacher ratio
(PTR), improving from 30 in
2017-18 to 24 in 2021-22 at uni-
versity and college levels.

Humanities continue to
be the top choice at UG level,
with 34.2% of the enrolled
students in this stream, fol-
lowed by BSc and Commerce.

the competentauthority either fraudulently or by way of BTech is in fourth place with
manipulationand under such circumstances the petitioner females accounting for only
lodged a complaint to the Director of Medical Education and around 30% of the enrolled.

Chairman of West Bengal Medical Counselling Committee There are a total of 10 UG

against which no proper action was initiated. ani

tions also increased by 341
since 2014-15. In addition to

445), 10 private deemed (aid-
ed), and 473 private (un-aid-

the 45,473 colleges (an in-
crease of 1,677 from 2020-21),
therearel,168 universities, of
which 685 are government-
managed (Centre: 240, State:

ed). However, 69.8% of total
colleges are concentrated in
eight states, with Uttar Pra-
desh (7,182) topping the list,
followed by Maharashtra

programmes that account for
90% of enrolment, including
BA, BSc, BCom, BTech, BA
(Honors), BEd, and medical
sciences. With the exception
of engineering and com-
merce, number of femalesen-
rolled is significantly high-
erthan males in all others.

Source: The Times of India, p.3, Jan. 27, 2024
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Gross enrolment ratio of women in
higher education dips in Karnataka

Photo for representation

GER Of Men
Increases
From 34.8% To
36.1%: Survey

SruthySusan.Ullas
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: When the rest
of India gloated over an in-
crease in gross enrolment
ratio among women in hig-
her education as recorded
in All-India Survey for Hig-
her Education 2021-22 relea-
sed this week, Karnataka
had a worryingly different
trend: The GER for women
in the state dropped margi-
nally to 36.3% from 37.2%
the year before.

Overall, the state’s GER
has gone up only marginally
from the last survey. The en-
rollment is 36.2% as against
36% in 2020-21.

The GER of men has go-
ne up from 34.8% to 36.1%,
thus helping the overall
GER to move up slightly. In-
terestingly, the number of
women in undergraduate
courses is less than that of
men. However, they exceed

the men in postgraduate en-
rolment. According to the
survey, in UG courses, there
are 9.2 lakh women as aga-
inst 9.8 lakh men. Diploma
and PG diploma also have a
higher number of male stu-
dents. But in PG, there are
1.4 lakh women as against
1.18lakh men.

Nationally, the female
GER went up from 27.9% in
2020-21 to 28.5% in 2021-22.
The overall GER is 28.4% as
against 27.3% last year. The
gender parity index of the
state also dropped from 1.08
five years ago to 1.01 in 2021-
22. 1t was1.07in 2020-21.

B Thimme Gowda, for-
mer vice-chairman of Kar-
nataka State Higher Educa-
tion Council, expressed
skepticism over the data. “It
is really surprising because
the trend is that more wo-
men are coming into higher
education. There could be
some data variation,” he sa-
id. As per the survey, Karna-
taka added 15 universities,
837 colleges and around five
lakh students in five years.
The number of colleges in
the state in 2017-18 was 3,593.
It rose to4,430 in 2021-22. The
number of universities grew
from 60 to 75. Six private uni-
versities and five public uni-

HIGHEST COLLEGE DENSITY

arnataka continues to have the highest college

density (number of colleges per lakh eligible
population) with 66 followed by Telangana (52),
Andhra Pradesh (49), Himachal Pradesh (47),
Puducherry (53) and Kerala (46).

Karnataka has the third largest number of
colleges with 4,430. Uttar Pradesh has the
maximum number of colleges (8,375), followed by
Mabharashtra (4,692). Among top states in terms of
enrolment, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka have the best
pupil-teacher ratio of 14 and 15 each.

This trend could be because AISHE covers

only academic degrees. This is a good
development. Higher education leads to academic
degrees. A shift is taking place towards technical/
professional education. Gain there is loss here. With
increasing skilled, semi-skilled opportunities in the
employment market, academic degrees/higher
education loses its shine. In fact, women’s
participation is quite low in technical education,
that is ITI, industrial training institutes. Girls should
be attracted to those courses for secondary sector
skills development by giving incentives
AS Seetharamu | EDUCATIONIST AND FORMER PROFESSOR AT
INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGE

IN NUMBERS
3.1

N
2021-22 | 36,3
——36.2
I—— 34.8
2020-21 | 37.2
—6
30.7
2019-20 3.3
I=——————k]
—27.8
2018-19 .9
—28.8
] 26.9
2017-18 2O
I 27 .9

NN Male EEEEN Female WEENN Both
Source: All-India Survey for Higher Education 2021-22

versities were added in this
gap. The average enrolment
per college moved up to 413
from 392 in 2020-21, which
was the lowest in five years
owing to the pandemic. It
continuestobethelowest for
the country because of the
largest number of colleges.

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Jan. 28, 2024
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The undergraduate stu-
dent enrolment moved up to
19.11akh from 15 lakh in 2017-
18. In post graduation 2.6
lakh students are enrolled as
against 2.0 lakh five years
ago. However, the number of
students enrolled for PhD
dipped by 3,000. Currently,

only 11,193 students are pur-
suing PhD in the state.

The number of students
who have joined diploma
programmes are at 2.2 lakh,
an increase of 30,000 stu-
dents. For the PG diploma,
an additional 12,000 students
havejoined.



GER in higher
education up by 0.2%
in Karnataka: AISHE

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER) of higher education
in Karnataka increased by
0.2% compared to the pre-
vious year, according to
the All India Survey on
Higher Education (AISHE),
which was recently re-
leased by the Union Minis-
try of Education. While it
was 36% in 2020-21, it in-
creased to 36.2% in
202122,

The GER of Schedule
Caste (SC) and Schedule
Tribe (ST) students has al-
so increased by around 2%.
In 2020-21, the GER of SC
students was 25.6% and ST
was 23.4%, while in 2021-22
it increased to 27.2% and
25.8% respectively.

The GER at the all-India
level has also increased ov-
er the years. GER in-
creased to 28.4% in 2021-22
from 27.3% in 2020-21,
24.6% in 2017-18% and
23.7% in 2014-15. The fe-
male GER has increased to
28.5% in 202122 from
22.9% in 2014-15.

Number of colleges
Bengaluru Urban district
recorded the highest num-
ber of colleges at the na-
tional level with a total of
1,106 followed by Jaipur
with 709, Hyderabad with
491, Pune with 475 and
Prayagraj with 398.

Even when it comes to
the density of colleges,
Karnataka managed to
maintain its position at the
top of the list in the survey.
Since 2017-18, Karnataka
has reported the highest
density of colleges. It has
recorded 66 colleges per

Gross Enrolment
Ratio in Karnataka ginew)

Year All

students
2021-22 (36.2 27.2 (25.8
2020-21 (36 25.6 (234
2019-20 (32 236 |21.3
2018-19 |28.8 21.1 (19
2017-18 [27.9 19.8 | 17.7

lakh population in the re-
cent survey and during
201718, it was 51. In 2018-
19, the number was 53,
while in 2019-20 the densi-
ty of colleges was 59. In
2020-21, the State reported
62 colleges. The average
enrolment in these colleg-
esis 413

States with highest

number of colleges

Karnataka has total of
4,430 higher education in-
stitutions and it is the third
state which has maximum
number of colleges. Uttar
Pradesh has the maximum
number of colleges, fol-
lowed by Maharashtra, Ra-
jasthan, Tamil Nadu.

Number of teachers
The total number of teach-
ers recorded in the survey
is 15,97,688. Of these,
56.6% are male and 43.4%
are female teachers. Of the
total, 89,770 (5.6%) are
Muslim Minority teachers
and 1,40,205 (8.8%) are
Other Minority teachers.
Among these, 13.1% of
the total number of teach-
ers belong to Tamil Nadu,
11.2% are in Uttar Pradesh,
10.5% in Maharashtra and
9.4% in Karnataka. Out of
total Muslim teachers,
10.4% are from Karnataka.

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, Jan 28, 2024
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Hit by a shortage of funds, Kannada University seeks
133 crore budgetary support from State government

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

=
Kannada University, Ham-
pi, which has for some
years been facing severe
fund crunch for even pay-
ing electricity bills, salaries
to guest faculty, and build-
ing maintenance works,
has sought %133 crore bud-
getary support from the
State government during
2024-25.

The State’s lone univer-
sity promoting the Kanna-
da language has been en-
tirely dependent on the
government for funds. Un-
like other universities,

Kannada University has no
internal resources for mo-

Aiirind
= |

(IR RN

A

Kannada University at Hampi was set up in 1991. FILE PHOTO

The State’s lone
universi romotin;
the Kannada

on the government
for funds

25 lakh per year), paid by
students, was the only
source for the university.

A couple of months ago,
Gulbarga Electricity Sup-
ply Company (GESCOM)
officials stopped the sup-
ply of electricity to the un-

electricity bills, sources
said.

The university, set up in
1991, has demanded 133
crore, including %73 crore
funds for development
works. The university de-
manded %72 crore develop-
ment fund in 2023-24, but
the government granted
only %15 crore.

All development works
in the university have
come to a halt following
negligible financial sup-
port from the government,
sources said.

Located near the histor-

bilisation of funds. The
PhD registration fee (about  ing

Source: The Hindu, p. 5, Jan 28, 2024

Szabooed

iversity for a whole day ow-

ical site of Hampi, the un-

to the non-payment of  iversity campus “Vidyara-

nya” is spread over 700
acres. Unlike other univer-
sities which are largely
confined to one district,
Kannada University has ju-
risdiction over the entire
State. It has set up over two
dozen extension centres
across Karnataka.

The shortage of faculty
is another issue the univer-
sity has been facing for the
past few years. Nearly 40
teaching faculty posts are
vacant at the campus at
Hampi, sources said.

The university, which
undertakes publications,
has come out with over
1,600 books so far.
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The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka would consider
creativity as an important
element to be incorporat-
ed in the State’s forthcom-
ing education policy in or-
der to support its mandate
to lead the growth of the
Animation, Visual Effects,
Gaming & Comics and Ex-
tended Reality (AVGC-XR)
sector for the country,
said M.C. Sudhakar, Minis-
ter for Higher Education
here on Tuesday.

“We are formulating a
new education policy. We
will create a provision to
inculcate creativity in stu-
dents as an important
skill in this new policy,*
said the Minister while
participating in a panel

Source: Prajavani, p.1-9, Jan.31, 2024

Creativity will be a key element in Karnataka’s
new education policy, says Sudhakar

| 3
M.C. Sudhakar, Minister for
Higher Education, addressing
the GAFX 2024 in Bengaluru on
Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

discussion on “Future of
education in AVGC” at the
fifth edition of Karnataka’s
AVGCXR annual
event GAFX 2024.

The Minister was res-
ponding to a special re-

quest made by Ashish Kul-
karni, Chairman of FICCI
AVGC Forum and Founder
of Punnaryug Artvision to
Karnataka, to include
AVGC-related topics in its
school curriculum from
class 1 itself as catching the
imagination of children
right from a young age was
essential for creating a
healthy pipeline of talent
in the future.

Dr. Sudhakar recalled
growing up enjoying car-
toons, including
Phantom.

“I still remember one of
the first 3D cartoons, Cho-
ta Chetan. The dual roles
played by the actor looked
so artificial then, but to-
day, such characters look
100% realistic and natural.
Things really have

Source: The Hindu, p. 11, Jan 31, 2024
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changed, and portrayal
and presentation with the
help of visual effects has
given a new dimension to
AVGC.

Sharath Bache Gowda,
Chairman, KEONICS, said
the AVGC sector could
reach the projected $26
billion in revenues by
2030 only if the country
developed a good crop of
talent in content creation,
sculpting, painting and
other creative arts needed
for the industry.

“The government has to
do a lot of catching up to
help this industry grow.
We are with you to support
the growth of this indus-
try.

“We need to create an
environment where we tell
stories and narrate stories

for the world,’* he said.

He also reiterated that
the state has plans
to create an ecosystem for
developing AVGC talent in
tier 2 and 3 cities.

Support entrepreneurs
Karnataka  Information
Technology Venture Capi-
tal Fund (KITVEN) un-
veiled a dedicated Venture
Capital fund of 320 crore
to support the AVGC sec-
tor at GAFX 2024.

PV. Harikrishnan,
CEO, KITVEN Fund, said
that this pioneering initia-
tive, under the Depart-
ment of IT, BT & ST, was
designed to invest in com-
panies within the State
contributing to Anima-
tion, Visual Effects, Gam-
ing, and Comics.



Govt plans common admission
process for PhDs on KCET lines

VCs not amused, say it’s underming
autonomy of universities

b 4

RASHMI BELUR
BENGALURU, DHNS

rom the next academic
Fyear, PhD admissions at
state-run universities are
likely to be centralised with a
common entrance test.
Thehighereducationdepart-
ment has submitted a proposal
to the government in this re-
gard. As per the details shared

by the officials of the depart-
ment, the idea is to follow the
Karnataka Common Entrance
Test (KCET) model. “The plan
is to have a state-level entrance
test and allot seats through
online counselling to maintain
transparency in the entire ad-
mission process,” said a senior
official.

Currently, there are around
27,000-30,000 PhDseats avail-

able at state-run varsities and
the admissions are being made
at the respective university-lev-
el.“Considering themalpractice
complaints at some of the uni-
versitiesin conductingentrance
tests for PhD programmes, and
violation of norms during seat
allotment, it has decided to go
with centralised admissions,”
said the official.
Thiswasoneoftheannounce-
ments made by Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah in his budget.
The chief minister proposed
common counselling for PhD
seats to bring uniformity in the
processoffillingup PhD seatsin
all public universities, and 40%
attheprivate universities. How-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, Jan 31, 2024

ever, the department has not
mentioned anything about the
privateuniversitiesinits propos-
alsubmitted tothe government.
Meanwhile, thevice-chancel-
lors and research guides have
opined that this would lead to
further delay in the admission
process. “Before proposing
CET for PhD admissions, the
government must bring in
uniformity in conducting ex-
ams for postgraduate courses
and announcement of results.
Unless that is streamlined, it is
impossible to go for common
counselling,” said a vice-chan-
cellor ofauniversity.
Anothervice-chancellor said
that, government should not

interfere with the academic au-
tonomy of the universities. “If
thereareparticular complaints,
let the government conduct an
inquiry and initiate action. But,
centralised admission is noth-
ing butinterfering in academic
autonomy of the universities.”

According to the officials of
thedepartment there willbeno
changes in the seat-allotment
process. “There is nothing to
worry aboutautonomy, or stu-
dentslosingopportunities. The
priority will be for those who
have studied at the respective
universities, there will be a few
seats reserved for inter-uni-
versity students,” the official
added.

Do away with four-year degll'eeloption, SEP panel tells govt

‘Retain conventional
3-year degree’

B A

BENGALURU, DHNS

he State Education Policy
I (SEP) drafting commit-
tee has submitted its in-
terimreporttothegovernment
recommending scrapping the
option of four-year honours
programmeintroduced under
the National Education Policy
(NEP). The report recom-
mends retaining the conven-
tional three-year degree.

While the final decision has
been left to the government,
the committee pointed out
thatmoststudentsdonotwant
a four-year course. However,
some of the the experts in the
committee itself are in favour
ofit.

The four-year honours de-
gree was an option provided
under the NEP introduced by
the previous BJP government.

Itwasnotmandatory. Students
who joined degree courses in
2021-22, the year when NEP
was rolled out in the state, are
not in their final year. Their
three-year degree will end in
June. Most studentsare under
theimpression thatitismanda-
tory for them to study a fourth
year.

Amid confusion on wheth-

expressed low interest in the
four-yearhonours programme.
But some experts in the SEP
drafting committee are batting
forit. Wehavereported boththe
opinions,”acommitteemember
said.

The member explained that
some of the experts said the
four-year course exists in some

universitiesof USA, Canadaand
Australia. “It will be helpful for
students who wish to pursue
highereducationinsuchuniver-
sities. Even now, a four-year de-
gree is not mandatory. There’s
nothing wrong in continuing
it. The only requirement is that
theuniversities have to prepare
syllabus,” the expertsaid.

Extension of panel tenure
The tenure of the SEP drafting
committeeislikelytobeextend-
ed. Earlier, the state govern-
ment had asked the committee
tosubmititsreportby February
28. An extension may be grant-
ed based on a request made by
the committee’s chairperson,
sources said.

er or not the honours option
should be retained, the state
government asked the SEP
drafting committee to submit
an interim report. “The com-
mittee had submitted sugges-
tions, like draft recommenda-
tions, which we're yet to verify.
Oncewegothroughthereport,
wewilltakeitto the chiefminis-
ter for a final decision,” Higher
Education Minister Dr M C
Sudhakar said.

The SEP drafting commit-
tee headed by former UGC
chairperson Sukhadeo Thorat
has nine sub-committees to
gather opinions from various
stakeholders.

“A majority of the stake-

holders, mainly students, have

Publication of Corrigendum-9 (item No.1) to
E-Tender Notice No. CAO/CN/BNC/EPC/54/2023
Dated: 03-08-2023

5] SOUTH WESTERN RAILWAY 28

Item of work Approx. Value
Construction of New | _Rs. 4,02,82,13,720/-
Broad Guage Line Track Between Yadwad
(excl.) and Jamkhandi (excl.) for a length
of 24.61 km Under Bagalkot-Kudachi New

Ref: ADVT.NO. 23-24/187

- &

IREL (India) Limited
Formerly Indian Rare Earths Limited
(A Government of India Undertaking)
CIN: U15100MH1950G0I008187 Website: www.irel.co.in
1SO 9001: 2015, ISO 14001: 2015 & ISO 45001 : 2018 Company

TENDER NOTICE
IREL (India) Limited, Chavara invites Bid for the following items / job description

Date: 23-01-2024

(11:00 Hrs.)

Deputy Chief Engineer/Construction/Works
Bengaluru Cantonment
PUB/662/AAD/PRB/ISWR/2023-24

() South Western Raitway - SWR \swwu ]G SWRRLY

For details log on: www.ireps.gov.in

Line Project (142 Km) i Signal &
ication & ical Works. Event No Job / Item Descripti
(Tender Ref. No: YADWAD- |Engagement of an agency for excavation, collection,)
JAMKHANDI-EPC) heaping, loading, and transportation of mineral sand from|
Date of Closing [Pandarathuruthu to IREL (India) Ltd, Chavara plant and
Existing Revised (GEM/2024/B/4536016 Mechanical Loading, transportation and levelling of|
01-02-2024 tailings sand from IREL Chavara plant to the excavated pits|

at Pandarathuruthu.

websites only.
CBC 48129/12/0054/2324

Bidder may download tender document from http://irel.co.in, http://gem.gov.in or
CPPP website. Any corrigendum /extension to above tenders shall be hosted in above

Sd/- Head, Chavara

F5Y SOUTH WESTERN RAILWAY (€T3 COMPREHENSIVE MAINTENANC
[N THE COURT OF THE 18T ADDIONAL PRLJuce 1 | E-Tender Notice No.: SnT_ProRUB_CabDiver_ OF HIGH PRESSURE COACH

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, Jan 31, 2024
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Satellite remote sensing technology

should be used e

ficiently to report

and prevent forest fires: Khandre

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Environment Minister Esh-
war Khandre has said that
satellite remote sensing
technology should be used
efficiently to provide time-
ly information and prevent
forest fires in the State.
The Minister on Monday
witnessed a demonstration
of the remote sensing tech-
nology and reviewed a
meeting with officials on
forest fire prevention and
control preparedness. Re-
mote sensing technology
provides information with

the help of satellites which
has been in use for many
years now.

Continous monitoring

In the past, forest fire infor-
mation from NASA was
passed on to ISRO’s Nation-
al Remote Sensing Centre
(NRSC) and then to the For-
est Survey of India (FSI),
following which the infor-
mation was relayed to the
respective States. However
now, the information
comes directly from NASA
to NRSC and then to the
Karnataka Remote Sensing
Centre (KSRSC). The infor-

Source: The Hindu, p. 4, Jan 30, 2024
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mation is forwarded to the
zone concerned of the For-
est Department.

Mr. Khandre directed of-
ficials that the information
received should be contin-
uously monitored by the
fire suppression cell of the
Forest Department.

Timely information

He said that timely infor-
mation about the occur-
rence of fire can prevent
further damage to the for-
est and in this regard the
Forest Department should
take all precautionary
measures to prevent and

control forest fire.

On being informed that
the frequent occurrence of
forest fires in certain forest
areas of the State has been
codified from 15 years of
data and hot spots have
been identified, Mr.
Khandre directed the de-
ployment of more fire
watchers in these areas
and also to keep surveil-

lance through drone
cameras.
He also directed officials

to take strict action and file
criminal cases against mis-
creants who set fire to for-
ests.



Govt releases toolkit and
manual for Green Index

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Bengaluru

FOREST, Environment and
Ecology Minister Eshwar
Khandre on Wednesday re-
leased a toolkit and manual for
Green Index, a method to evalu-
ate, analyse and rank environ-
ment conservation initlatives
of various infrastructure
projects and programmes.

Khandre said in the next
step, the Green Index portal
will be launched.

The index will assess how
much recycled materials are
used for construction, energy
efficiency of sites, energy saved
and the implications of infra-

structure projects. The same
information will also be up-
loaded on the portal for people
to give feedback.

An official from the environ-
ment department said based on
the measures taken like waste
water treatment, use of recy-
cled materials, pollution con-
trol, sustainable development,
carbon emissions and disaster
management, grading will be
given in categories — red, or-
ange, light green and dark
green (most polluting to least
polluting and score 1-4).

The official added that the
grading will be for projects and
constructions taken up by gov-
ernment and private firms.

Source: The Indian Express, p.2, Feb. 1, 2024
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State to identify more wetlands to secure Ramsar site tag

R. Krishna Kumar
MYSURU

Close on the heels of three
wetlands in Karnataka be-
ing declared as Ramsar
sites the State is set to in-
itiate the process to get two
more sites recognised as
wetlands of international
importance.

The three wetlands
which were declared as
Ramsar sites are Magadi
Kere Conservation Reserve
near Gadag, Ankasamudra
Bird Conservation Reserve
near Hampi and Aghanash-
ini estuary close to Gokar-
na. With this, Karnataka
has four Ramsar sites in-
cluding Ranganathittu Bird
Sanctuary near Sriranga-
patana, which was the first
to be accorded the Ramsar
tag in August 2022.

The Ramsar site tag is
accorded to wetlands that
fulfil at least one or more of
the nine criteria stipulated
under the Ramsar Conven-
tion which was signed in
the Iranian city of Ramsar
on February 2, 1971, and to
which India is a signatory.
The convention provides a
framework for conserva-
tion of wetlands.

The Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forests (Wil-
dlife) Subhash Malkhede
said that Karnataka has at

Aghanashini estuary has been recognised as

least 10 such sites with the
potential to receive the
Ramsar site tag though
there could be more.

“Of these Alamatti Back-
waters and Tungabhadra
Backwaters have tremen-
dous potential as they sup-
port a large bird popula-
tion besides fulfilling
various criteria stipulated
for being accorded the
Ramsar site tag,” said Mr.
Malkhede.

But the process to se-
cure the international re-
cognition is lengthy and
entails conducting a bird
survey and creating a data-
base. “We will start with

either of them or both be-
fore identifying a few more
wetlands with potential,”
he added. Once the wet-
lands are declared as Ram-
sar sites, they are on the in-
ternational map and to
that extent, can help in
conservation as the habitat
receives greater protec-
tion, said Mr. Malkhede.
One of the criteria for a
wetland to receive Ramsar
site tag is that it should
support vulnerable, criti-
cally-endangered species;
harbour population of spe-
cies during a critical stage
of their lifecycle or provide
refuge during adverse con-

Source: The Hindu, p. 7, Feb. 2, 2024

G :
a Ramsar site as it harbours rich biodiversity.

ditions, regularly support
20,000 or more water
birds; or if it supports flora
and fauna, it is important
to maintain the biological
diversity of a particular
biogeographic region etc.

The three newly recog-
nised sites fulfil more than
one criteria and now have
greater protection given
their international status as
Ramsar sites.

For Karnataka, the re-
cognition of three wet-
lands as Ramsar sites could
not have come at a more
opportune time as the
World Wetlands Day ap-
proaches. Held every year

Wetlands now recognised

Magadi kere: The Magadi
Kere Conservation Reserve
near Gadag is a human-
made wetland with an area
of nearly 50 hectares
which was constructed to
store rainwater for irriga-
tion purposes and is home
to over 166 species of birds,
of which 130 are migratory
and two are vulnerable
species and four are near-
threatened species. In ad-
dition, 8,000 birds visit the
site during winter and the
wetland is also one of the
largest wintering grounds
for the Bar-headed goose
(Anser indicus) in South-
ern India.

Aghanashini estuary:
Aghanashini Estuary,
spread over an area of 4801
ha, is formed at the con-
fluence of Aghanashini Riv-
er with the Arabian sea.
The wetland also provides
livelihoods to 6000-7500
families by supporting fish-
ing, agriculture, shrimp
aquaculture,  traditional
fish farming in the estua-
rine rice fields (locally

known as Gazni rice fields).
The mangroves bordering
the estuary help to protect
the shores against storms
and cyclones. The estuary
regularly supports over
43,000 counts of over 66
waterbird species and over
1% of the biogeographic
population of 15 waterbird
species.

Ankasamudra re-
serve: Ankasamudra Bird
Conservation Reserve is a
humanmade Village Irriga-
tion Tank built centuries
back and is spread over
98.76 ha adjoining Ankasa-
mudra village. The wetland
supports 210 species of
plants, 8 species of mam-
mals, 25 species of reptiles,
240 species of birds, 41
species of fishes, 3 species
of frogs, 27 species of but-
terflies and 32 species of
odonates. Besides, over
30,000 waterbirds nest
and roost at this wetland
that also supports over 1%
of the biogeographic popu-
lation of Painted Stork and
Black-headed Ibis.

on February 2, the day
marks the anniversary of
the signing of the Conven-

tion on Wetlands of Inter-
national Importance (Ram-
sar Convention).

Biomedical waste disposal: Govt. hospitals face
challenges as companies quote high prices

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

With only a handful of
companies running com-
mon biomedical waste
(BMW) treatment facilities
in Bengaluru Urban and
Bengaluru Rural districts,
many government hospi-
tals are finding it hard to
get their waste disposed of
at reasonable rates.
Hospital heads alleged
that the “monopoly” held
by the few companies is af-
fecting scientific disposal
and many times it be-
comes inevitable for them
to agree to the high prices
quoted in the tenders. “If
we do not agree, they
threaten to stop picking up
BMW from our facilities,”
said a doctor from a teach-
ing hospital in the city.
Currently, two hospitals
affiliated to the Bangalore
Medical College and Re-
search Institute (BMCRI)
are facing a problem in reg-

Source: The Hindu, p. 10, Feb,

: i 4
Hospital heads alleged that the ‘monopoly’ held by the few

companies is affecting scientific disposal. FILE PHOTO

ular disposal as the compa-
nies, whose contract term
ended in December, are
now not agreeing to the
old rate of 4.5 per bed.
Sources said new tenders
have been floated. Till the
tender process is complet-
ed, which is likely to hap-
pen in two weeks, a short-
term contract has now
been allotted based on qu-
otation of ¥7 per bed.
Sources said the compa-
nies initially quoted 25
per bed. The hospital auth-

orities managed to bring it
down to %7 per bed. “Be-
sides, if the total BMW ex-
ceeds 3,000 kg a month,
the company quoted 60
per additional kg. We bar-
gained and brought it
down to 6,000 kg a month
and 324 per additional kg.
How can government hos-
pitals pay such high rates?
Currently, Victoria Hospi-
tal is paying ¥4 per bed,
PMSSY is paying 6.5 per
bed, and K.C. General is
paying %7 per bed,” sourc-

2, 2024
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es said. Balaji Pai S., Spe-
cial Officer of Trauma and
Emergency Care Centre
(TECC) on Victoria Hospi-
tal campus, suggested that
the government should set
up a centralised common
BMW treatment facility for
its hospitals. “This will be
advantageous as it does
not require any heavy in-
vestment to set up the
plant. If the Karnataka
State Pollution Control
Board (KSPCB) runs the fa-
cility, waste disposal from
government hospitals can
be more scientifically or-
ganised,” he said.

Eshwar Khandre, Minis-
ter for Forest, Ecology and
Environment, said he was
aware of the problem. “We
discussed this in the
KSPCB review meeting
held recently. I have direct-
ed the officials to explore
possibilities of resolving
the issue and submit a de-
tailed report within a fort-
night,” he told The Hindu.

BMW generation
According to data from the
Karnataka State Pollution
Control Board, 12,948
Health Care Establish-
ments (HCEs) in Bengaluru
Urban and Bengaluru Ru-
ral districts are covered by
Biomedical Waste Rules.

As many as 34,645 kg of
BMW is generated per day
by bedded hospitals in
Bengaluru Urban and Ben-
galuru Rural districts and
6,190 kg per day is generat-
ed by non-bedded hospi-
tals, said an official from
KSPCB. Overall, the State
has 48,431 HCEs of which
8,628 are bedded hospi-
tals, half of which are in
Bengaluru. A total of
63,972 kg of BMW is gener-
ated per day by bedded
hospitals and 13,976 kg per
day by non-bedded hospi-
tals in the State. A total of
25 common BMW treat-
ment facilities are in opera-
tion in the State, according
to data.



Aghanashini estuary, two other
wetlands from state get Ramsar status

6 other wetlands identified as
priority sites fade out of memory

Y

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

ile the Ramsar sta-
tus for Aghanashi-
ni estuary, Magadi

lake in Gadag district and
Ankasamudra has brought
cheersamongactivists, conser-
vation of sixmore waterbodies
identified by the government
as “priority wetlands” has not
proceeded as per the plan.
Thethreenew Ramsarsites,
along with Rangantittu, were
part of the 10 wetlands identi-
fied by the state government.
An expert committee headed
by the Principal Secretary, En-
vironment Department, and
comprising officials from var-
ious departments was set up

to steer the works. The move
is part of a national-level effort
to protect water bodies, which
play a major role in maintain-
ing biodiversity.

Under the National Conser-
vation Programme for Aquat-
ic Ecosystem, the Centre had
sought proposals from the
states which aspire to conserve
the unique ecosystems.

The committee met in
March 2022 to discuss the
prevailing issues. Apart from
Gudavi bird sanctuary (Shiva-
mogga), KG Koppa lake (Shi-
vamogga), Bonal Lake (Yadg-
ir), Heggere lake (Haveri) and
Hidkal lake (Belagavi), the
Environment Department
has identified Bellandur and
Varthur lakes of Bellandur as

Magadilakein Gadagdlstnct oneof the largest wmtermg ]
grounds for the bar-headed goose, has been added to the list

of Ramsar sites. Two other wetlands from state - Aghanashini
estuary and Ankasamudra lake - have also made it to the list.

DHFILEPHOTO

priority sites. The committee
made the Forest Department
as nodal office for matters
related to Magadi lake, Ran-
ganathittu and Gudavi Bird
sanctuary as the three were
managed by the department.
Ranganathittu was added to
the Ramsar listin 2022.

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 11, Feb. 2, 2024

The committee resolved to
take up issues related to four
lakes - Bonal, Heggeri, Hidkal
and KG Koppa - in the next
meeting. With regard to Bel-
landur and Varthur lakes, a di-
rectionwasgiven to the Banga-
lore Development Authority to
prepareaproposalalongwitha

detailed projectreport.

While getting the Ramsar
tag is not an end in itself, a
member of the panel said the
focus brought on the wetland
helps in its conservation and
spread awareness on the im-
portance of the ecosystem.

Independent authority
“The committee had suggested
setting up of an independent
wetland authority for conser-
vation of each lake on the lines
of Chilka lake in Odisha. How-
ever, no further development
has taken place in the matter
since then. The committee has
notmetagaintoassess the cur-
rentsituation,”he said.

Any request to add a wet-
land to Ramsar list involves
preparing a detailed proposal
toensure thesite meets the cri-
teria laid down by the Ramsar
convention.

The member said that the
committee needs to push for
the studies to be undertaken
in each of the sites along with
conservation works.
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Health

Cancer cases on the rise, care

Without
accessible
treatment

centres,
insurance

coverageand
early detection
options, patients
battling cancer
havenowhereto
turnto

options trail behind

KALYAN RAY & PAVAN KUMAR H
NEW DELHI/HUBBALLI, DHNS

ixmonths ago, Ashok (name

changed), aresident of Hosa-

petein Vijayanagara district

visited the Karnataka Cancer

Therapy and Research Insti-
tute (KCTRI) in Hubballi, complaining
of difficulties in swallowing, chest pain
and weightloss, aftera local doctor
referred him to this hospital. Scans
confirmed his worst fears. He had
stage-2 oesophageal cancer.

The doctors suggested radiation
and chemotherapy. While the initial
investigation cost him Rs 25,000, the
hospital said he would require 20 to
30sittings. Eachssitting would have
cost between Rs 7,000 and Rs 13,000,
depending upon the complications.
The total estimate for his treatment
was around Rs 6 lakh.

INSIGHT

The 55-year-old grocery shop own-
er, who is the sole provider for his wife
and two daughters, decided to visit
an alternative medicine practitioner
instead, who gave him some herbal
powders.

On January 18, when he returned
to the KCTRI, his pain had worsened.
Tests confirmed that the cancer had
progressed to stage four in just five
months. The prognosis is grim, say
doctors at the institute.

“I'could not afford the allopathic
treatment as it was costly. A relative
informed me about the alternative
medicine practitioner, who has cured
many. Maybe itis my bad luck that I

Continued...
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The higher cost

of anti-cancer
therapiesisalso
compounded by the
prolonged treatment
duration. In pic,a
womanundergoes
treatment atthe
Cancer Ward of
Karnataka Institute
of Medical Sciences,
Hubballi. oH pHoTO/
GOVINDARAJ JAVALI

could not be cured,” says Ashok.

Like more than 60% of India’s popu-
lation, Ashok is not covered under any
insurance scheme as he battles cancer,
one of the “costliest” ailments. Treat-
ment options are often costly not only
because of expensive medicines and
surgeries, but also due to the inacces-
sibility of local, specialised treatment
centres. Due to this, the patient and
family members often need to travel
to another city where they would have
to stay for months to complete the
treatment.

The higher cost of anti-cancer
therapies is also compounded by
the prolonged treatment duration,
says Soumendu Sen, senior research
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fellow at the International Institute
for Population Sciences, Mumbai. “In
India, the lack of a robust financial
safety net against health expenditures
makes patients with chronic diseases
vulnerable. For any type of cancer, the
majority of the patients’ households
pay the treatment cost out-of-pocket,”
he adds.

Earlier this month, Sen, along
with doctors from the Tata Memorial
Centre published research on how
even insurance reimbursements fail
to protect breast cancer patients from
financial hardships. Their study, pub-
lished in the Lancet Regional Health
Southeast Asia, also shows that high
costs and insufficient coverage mean

that out-of-pocket expenses for breast
cancer treatment in India are too high
to be met adequately by insurance
reimbursement. The situation is more
or less the same with other types of
cancers.

The scenario is especially troubling,
considering India’s cancer count s ris-
ing rapidly, with data from the Indian
Council of Medical Research showing
a projected rise in cancer cases from
14.61lakhin 2022 t015.7 lakh in 2025.

ICMR’s Bengaluru-based National
Centre for Disease Informatics and
Research has estimated an 11.6% rise
in premature mortality and years lost
due to cancer between 2021 and 2025.
» High treatment costs, Page 2



More than 40% of India’s cancer burden is
contributed by the seven mostcommon types
of cancer — lung (10.6%), breast (10.5%),
oesophagus (5.8%), mouth (5.7%), stomach
(5.2%), liver (4.6%), and cervix uteri (4.3%).

As per the 2020 report from the World
Health Organisation’s International Agency
for Research on Cancer, the estimated inci-
dence of cancer cases in India (13,24,413) ac-
counts for the third highest number of cancer
casesafter China (45,68,754) and the United
States of America (22,81,658).

‘While theincidence rate of cancer in India
is lower, when compared to developed coun-
tries, the mortality rate is higher due to late
diagnosis. However, the absolute number
of new cases is increasing due to

A grim prognosis

ical colleges have been selected for upgrades
to mclude cancer treatment.

Butthe
acountryof1.4billion people,and thefnﬂlmes
are out of reach for a large part of the rural
population.

In 2020, more than 2.2 lakh Indians died of
cancer caused by preventable risk factors

Early detection
is essential
The five-year survival

growth and better diagnostic facilities. It has
been estimated that around 20 lakh people
will be affected by 2040 due to this disease
andalmost 10 lakh cancer deaths shall be ob-

served.
In2020,8.5lakhIndians died dueto cancer.

In 2022, a panel of lawmakers reviewing meventabl e rate falls drastically in
India’s cancer care scenario found that fa:tpws late stage cancers
a 2013 Cabinet-approved scheme to Early stage | Late stage
improve the facilities at 39 cancer — cancers | cancers
centres wasyet to be implemented Alcohol
fully, even after 10 years. consumption

The lack of such facilities
means that not only are treat-
ment options too expensive 1outof 2,25,900
and inaccessible, they often 9 Indians
come_into the picture too la;e. is likely to there has
“A primary reason for India’s  FRFRIFYEFIITS beena79% e
high cancer mortality is late  EFTRETATS increase in the 89,100 &, Tobacco
diagnosis, as approximately e i 2 incidence of cancer "1 smoking
80%of thecancer patlentsscek India alone among people below —
medical accounted for 32.9% 50 years. 59,500 Excess body
stages of dlscase, thc Parlia- of global deaths due & weight
mentary Standing Committee on tolip and oral The incidence of cancer
Health notedin their 2022 report. cavity cancer cases is estimated to =00 Honed

Shravan Nadkarni, a surgical on-
cologistat KCTRI, says thatabout 60%
of cancer pauents,especxallyfrom Lhe -

Death duetobreast cancerac dforthe
highestshare (11%) followed by lip, oral cavity
(9%), cervix uteri (9%) and lung cancer (8%).

The country is home to the world’s sec-
ond-largest number of tobacco users (over
28% of all adults in India). Of these, at least
12 lakh die every year from tobacco-related
diseases including cancer.

“In earlier decades, stomach, penile and
cervical cancer were more common, whilein
the recent decade, breast, lung and prostate
are the most affected body parts in terms of
prevalencein India,” says Sen.

Amongwomen, theincidence of breast can-
cer is rising rapidly, he adds. In 2020, breast
cancer accuunted fcr 13. S%uf alltancersand

,comefora
tation only once the disease has progressed
beyond cure. “Thisismostly due toalack
of awareness about the availability of
effective cancer treatment. They
sometimes rely on ineffective

around10. T Re-

cent epldemmlogncal studies also show that
theincidenceisincreasing particularlyamong
Indian womenunder the age of 40.

Inadequate treatment options

The treatment options, however, remain lim-
ited. Shamsundar S D, associate professor at
Kidwai Memorial Institute of Oncology, Ben-
galuru, says every year, the institute registers
around 25,000 new cases of cancer, leaving
120 doctors and postgraduation students to
treat more than one lakh cases on average.

Kidwai has long been known as one of the
few public cancer treatment options in Kar-
nataka. Patients and families from all over
the state travel to Bengaluru for treatment.
“Only 10 of the 31 districts in Karnataka have
either a government or a private hospital to
treatcancer. Thereare only three tofour gov-
ernment-run hospitals in Karnataka thatare
equipped to treat cancer patients. Given the
increasing number of cancer cases, thereisa
need for setting up more peripheral cancer
centres,” Shamsundar says.

India currently has 39 specialised govern-
ment-run cancer care hospitals. Ten more
are planned to be set up. In addition, more
than 250 cancer centres, including six dedi-
cated cancer hospitals like the TataMemorial
Centre, function as a part of a grid run by the
Department of Atomic Energy. Specialised
cancer treatmentuni b in

allthe22new ATIMSand 13 government med-

alternative medicines which and breast cancer is most & India has a poor
promisemiracle cures,”he common among women. childhoor cahcercases cancer detection
ry year.
explains. B . . rate of
Noted oncologist Half of the estimated Desplte_havmg a pl:eventlon rate of 29%
Raghunadharao cancer burden is in the 40- 93%, cervical cancer is the second-most Almost 75-80%
Digumarti, 64 agegroup in common among women of patients have
founder-di- India. advanced disease
rector  of | MEN i WOMEN | (stage 3 or 4) at the
Homi Bhabha Cancer Lung Breast | NN 25 8% time of diagnosis.
Hosplml and Research Centre, 5 - : T
says that saxM | Mot Cervix | NN 10.6% 85% of breast, lung
whde chemotherapyand oth- 6.1% N Prostate Ovary [ and cervical cancers
erbasic cancer care is being Raj says the institute has conducted soxlll |  Tongue Corpus uteri | [l 3.7% goundetected in
provided to the patients in dscreening progr - . stage1
the government sector, detect early cervical, breast and oral cancer 48xHll | Stomach Lung 37%
thereisadireneed forad- casesinseveral districts, reaching more than @ sl Ocsophagus Thyroid | Mi3ex @ Stage 1
vanced diagnosissystems and  1.25lakhpeople. Larynx Mouth W3 1 5 %
therapeuticservices, especially for transplant In Karnataka, Kidwai Hospital has a sat- -
procedures. In addition, staffing in cancer ellite centre at Kalaburagi and similar units Liver Oesophagus | [l 2.8% Stage 2
centres and departments needs to be aug-  arebeing planned at Tumakuru, Mysuru, Shi Non Hodgkin's | Gallbladder | i 2.7% 3 30/
mented, he adds. vamogga and Belagavi. “We need to set up lymphoma w 0
per CEITEs Wlth icf Rectum Stomach | [l 2.4%
Need for screening thatcanatleast says
Major reasons
Experts pointoutthatregular cancerscreen-  Shamsundar. 3 3 il
mg.especmllyforbremtandcervxcalcancer is The Union Health Ministry and a few Gender |nequa||ty *InIndia, more than 63% of %V\éhzvsogulaaﬁg;e:rsgs
dofthe hourtotackle the rising di: state governments have been debating pro- s women'’s cancer dealms were Among community
burden. grammes for the vaccination of teenage girls G"’?f""' ggez";ggg icraccording (0.8 physicians
Unfortunately, without regular screen-  against the human papillomavirus for pro- ‘* Renee = g
3 : 2 3 it equality in  Timely detection and Lack of screening
ing, breast cancer is commonly detected at  tection against cervical cancer. But no final Outofthe30 | cancerand Aredtment CoUITHave eaved af programmes
third and fourth stages only, says Rekha A decision hasbeen taken yet. lakh under-50 | diagnosisand  east 1in 3 women. Lack of diagnostic
Nair, director of theregional cancer centrein adults treatment ST iveVe SIVIVAl T e ally
Thiruvananthapuram. The centre has been  Insurance coverage diagnosed could save of women patients who were e
carrying outawarenessandscreeningcamps  Flagging inadequate insurance coverage, with cancer gnoeos:;g\nated diagnosed with breast cancer 'l‘ea‘fgaorf ac:acﬁ(s:rt 2;:;'25'
across Keralasince 1981. the Parliamentary panel had also noted that L"‘:g;"g 2 womeneach  Stands at66% inIndia, compared -————X——————————-
These awareness efforts are key, others  insuranc ban! e | byear: 10 90% inithe United Stetes: _Financial constraints

explain. “We have a bus that travels across

in2019.

Lung cancer is most
prominent among men,

increase by 12.8% in 2025.

India recorded
approximately 12 lakh new
cancer cases and 9.3 lakh
deaths in 2019.

Inindia,
nearly more

than 50,000 new

&

papillomavirus

2,22,500

tionofprofitandall cancertreatmems arenot

Tamil Nadu communicating the need for  coveredinhealthinsurance schemes. m diagnosis
cancer screening to students, employees, They pointed out that besides the devas- Language and cultural
and the general public. Such an outreach tating effect of cancer in terms of morbidity, Cancer is one of the most financially | A smsle hcsultahsat«on can differences
effort has impacted a substantial audience thc costinvolved in managingthcdiscasc put demanding ailments. An average t n Rs 23,000 in —_—
with 1,75,000 people benefiting from these Visit costs Rs 2,869. arural Dubllc hospital. Care inaccessible
campaigns,” says Hemanth Raj, executive  and their families. One-third of households Rural Urban Only 22% of districts in
vice-chairman of the Adyar Cancer Institute, ~ withi with cancerar to India have comp
Chennai. spend morethan halfoftheir per-capitaannu- Public [ Private Public ‘ Private cancer centres.
STfioneshiold i o Leati .
Thepanel Cdfingtvehealih Rs23905 | Rs85326 | Rs19,982 | Rs106,548 While the WHO
k d fil radiotherapy centre must

People wait to get tested at a free cancer care camp in Bikaner earlier this month. pmi

Stigma associated with

cml coverage for cancer treatment.

ancer ome very expen- Source: million.
swe, and even an msurance policy may not ' TheLancet, Callfor A
tocover such Toover- and affordablein India EV andFICCI,'Women, power and cancer, The Lancet,
comethis, itis essential to get cancer-specific Approach  COMPILEDBY
hallenges & X

add-ons and covers that will provide lump-
sum payments. These generally are afforda-
bleand can protecta personagainstaverybig
financial risk,” says Anuj Parekh, co-founder
and CEO at Bharatsure,aninsurancestartup.

Cancer incidence has been rising in India
due to increased detection and awareness,
says Kalyan VNadiminti,amedical oncologist
and an assistant professor at the University
of Wisconsin Carbone Cancer Center in the
USA.

Notingthat itiscmcrgingasamajor public
health concern, he adds: “It requires a multi-
pronged strategy mvnlvmg a natmnal cancer.
reg]stry, impro:

d facilities for tr

(With inputs from Arjun Rag/mnalh in
Thiruvananthapuram, ETB Sivapriyan in
Chennat, SNV Sudhir in Hyderabad and Gya-
nendra Keshriin New Delhi)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Jan 27, 2024

39

* cost per hospitalisation
! B be available per million
people, India’s has 0.4 per

toCancer Care', ORF, Cancer

S, MR,

J

(bt)

“Cancer is emerging as a major

public health concern. It requires
a multipronged strategy

involving a national cancer

registry, improved access to

well-trained staff and equipped
facilities for treatment.”
Kalyan V Nadiminti,
medical oncologist and assistant
professor at the University of
Wisconsin Carbone Cancer Center

6

“Cancer treatment can become very
expensive, and even an insurance policy
may not be sufficient to cover such
expenses. To overcome this, it is essential
to get cancer-specific add-ons and covers
that will provide lump-sum payments. These
generally are affordable and can protect a
person against a very big financial risk."
Anuj Parekh,
co-founder and CEO, Bharatsure

Have vour say: To express vour opinion, e-mail us at: insight@deccanherald.co.in



Health dept tolaunch phasez
of ruralheartcare programmem Feb

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

Buoyed by thesuccessinreduc-
ing the death rate due to heart
attacks in rural areas, the state
health department will soon
launch the second phase of the
ST-Elevation Myocardial In-
farction (STEMI) heart attack
programmethataimstoensure
treatmentin the golden hour.

The programme is designed
in a hub-and-spoke model,
wherein tertiary hospitals with
catheterisation lab function as
hubs,and talukanddistrict hos-
pitalsasspokes.

While in the first phase, 15
districts were covered with 45
spokesand three hubhospitals,
in the second phase, the health
department aims to cover an-
other15districtswitheighthubs
(DakshinaKannada, Udupi, Be-
lagavi,Davangere, Shivamogga,
Dharwad, Bagalkot,and Ballari)
ascardiac cath lab centres con-
nected to 41 spoke hospitals.
The second phase is expected
tobelaunchedin February.

Pointingoutthataheartcare
programme is the need of the
hourinruralareas, DrCNMan-
junath, SriJayadeva Institute of
Cardiovascular Sciences and
Researchwhichisthe mainhub

hospital in phase one, said that
STEMI had brought down the
deathratesignificantlyinthear-
eas where it was implemented
inthefirstphase. “Theincidents
of heart disease among the ru-
ral and semi-urban population
have increased drastically over
thelastfewdecadesowingtothe
changein lifestyle. This change
needs to be addressed and
hencethe programmeissignifi-
cant. Theriskofdeathincreases
by 7%forevery 30-minutedelay.
The survival rate is high when
treated within three hours,” he
explained.

Toensurethedoctorscanbuy
time to refer critical patients
to tertiary care centres, the
programme includes the ad-
ministration of clot-dissolving
medicines. In the first phase,
the government had procured
only Streptokinase and this will
be replaced with Tenecteplase
in phase two.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.7, Jan 28, 2024
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“There were concerns that
Streptokinase is tough to ad-
minister. Also, Tenecteplase is
saidtobemoreeffective. Hence,
we have decided to include
Tenecteplaseinphasetwo,”said
Randeep D, Commissioner, De-

| 8 partmentof Health and Family
| Welfare. “Once a clot-dissolv-

ing drug is administered, the
doctors get 24 hours to start
other treatment. In that time,
the patients can be stabilised
and moved to tertiary care cen-
tres,” Dr Manjunath added.

In the second phase, the de-
partment will also procure Au-
tomated External Defibrillator
(AED) devices to be placed in
public places, such as bus sta-
tions, railway stations, airports,
court complexes, and govern-
ment offices. Phase one was
launched in March 2023, and
sofar1l.0llakh patientsfromthe
ruralareashave beenscreened.
A total of 1.04 lakh ECGs were
performed and 1,704 patients
were confirmed to have had a
heart attack. Close to 6,155 of
them were diagnosed with var-
ious heartdiseases.

According to an estimate,
in Karnataka, close to 96,150
patients are affected by severe
heart attacks (STEMI) causing
suddendeaths everyyear.
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Only 1% women screened for cervical cancer in India

Share of women screened for cervical cancer crosses 50% mark in many BRICS nations

DATA POINT

Elsa Sunny,
Rebecca Rose Varghese
& Vignesh Radhakrishnan

nly 1% of women are being
0 screened for cervical can-

cer in India, despite the
World Health Organization’s re-
commendation that at least 70% of
women should get tested. The
share of women screened remains
around the 1% mark for oral and
breast cancer too.

Table 1 shows the share of wo-
men aged 15-49 who underwent
specific screening tests for cancer
in 2019-21, across States. The table
shows that cancer screening did
not cross the 10% mark for any
type of cancer in any State.

However, many southern States
and select States in the Northeast
have shown initiative in testing
more women. In Tamil Nadu, for
instance, 7% of women said that
they were screened for cervical
cancer and 3.8% for breast cancer
— the highest among the two types
across States. Kerala, Mizoram,
Manipur and Maharashtra also
crossed the 1% mark under these
two types. In Andhra Pradesh, 5%
of women said that they were
screened for oral cancer, the high-
est for this type of cancer across
States. On the other hand, only
0.1% of women were screened for
any type of cancer in West Bengal,
the lowest in India. Gujarat too
performed poorly with 0.2%.

Altogether in India, the share of
women screened for cervical,
breast, and oral cancer stood at
1.2%, 0.6% and 0.7%, respectively,
as of 2019-21. In contrast, the share
of women screened for cervical
cancer in advanced economies
such as Sweden, Ireland, the U.S.
and the U.K. was more than 70%.

Even if only comparable econo-
mies were considered, India
lagged far behind. Chart 2 shows
the share of women aged 30-49
who were screened for cervical
cancer as of 2019 in BRICS nations.

Russia led the list with 93%, fol-
lowed by 58% in Brazil, and 52% in
South Africa. In India, Egypt and
Ethiopia, coverage was less than
5%.

A look at Tamil Nadu’s data
throws light on the way forward
and some potential pain points.
Chart 3 shows that even in the
State with the highest screening
share, most tests were conducted
among older women.

A recent survey published by
Apollo Hospitals, which analysed
1.5 lakh of its health screenings in
five years, found that 25% of breast
cancer incidence occurred in wo-
men aged under 40 years in India.
This stresses the importance of
casting the net wide and encourag-
ing younger women to get
screened too.

Chart 4 shows the share of wo-
men screened for cervical cancer
in Tamil Nadu, across various le-
vels of schooling. Over 10% of wo-
men who completed less than five
years and between five and seven
years of schooling in Tamil Nadu
were screened for cervical cancer.
The share reduced considerably as
the years of school education in-
creased.

Chart 5 shows the share of wo-
men screened for cervical and
breast cancer in Tamil Nadu,
across social groups. The share of
women screened from Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Oth-
er Backward Classes communities
was higher compared to other
communities.

Data from Charts 4 and 5 show
how state intervention helped Ta-
mil Nadu achieve respectable le-
vels of screening. It shows that
State-sponsored screening drives
at government health centres
makes cancer testing accessible to
low income groups as well. It also
shows that lack of awareness is not
the only factor behind poor cancer
detection, as higher education le-
vels have not led to more screen-
ings.

Elsa Sunny is a student at the Asian College of
Journalism, Chennai

&y

the World Health Organization

Table 1: The share of women aged 15-49 who underwent specific screening tests for
cancer in 2019-21, across States

Cervix | Breast | Oral | Cervix | Breast | Oral
Punjab 19 0.3 04 Tamil Nadu 0.9
up 1 0.3 0.6 Andhra 32 0.6
Himachal 0.7 0.3 03 Kerala 23 15 0.5
Haryana 0.5 0.2 0.3 21 0.3 18
Delhi 0.4 0.2 0.7 Karnataka 0.5 0.2 0.4
India 12 0.6 0.7

J&K 03 0.2 0.6
j 03 0.1 0.2

Chart 3: Share screened for breast
cancer in Tamil Nadu, across age-groups
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Need for more tests

The data for the charts were sourced from the National Family Health Survey and

Chart 2: The share of women aged 30-49
who were screened for cervical cancer as
0f 2019 in BRICS nations
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Precautionary step: A police officer
gets tested for breast cancer as part
‘of an awarenesss camp in Chennai.
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Chart 4: % tested for cervical cancer
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Of nearly 1,600 doctors who
succumbed to COVID in India,
92 were from Karnataka

IMA publishes State-wise data on number of doctors who died of the infection

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

s many as 92 doc-
Ators died of CO-
VID-19 during the

first and second waves of
the pandemic in Karnata-
ka, according to data col-
lated by the Indian Medical
Association  (IMA). Of
these, 68 succumbed to
the infection during the
first wave.

The IMA, that observed
Tuesday as COVID Mar-
tyrs’ Day, published State-
wise data on the number of
doctors who died of the in-
fection. According to the
data, a total of 1,596 doc-
tors died of COVID-19 in
the country - 757 during
the first wave and 839 in
the second wave.

IMA State president Sri-
nivasa S. said of the 92 doc-
tors who died in Karnata-
ka, eight are from
Bengaluru. In commemo-
ration of the contribution
of the deceased doctors
during the pandemic, IMA
honoured their families on
Tuesday. Similar pro-

o mu’a.
T s FOR 00N 8 21
SERAVE HEanyer"

The Indian Medical Association, Karnataka branch, observed COVID Martyrs’ Day on Tuesday in
commemoration of doctors who succumbed to COVID-19. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

grammes were held by
IMA branches in all
districts.

Pointing out that the fa-
milies of a total of 120
health personnel had so
far received the 350 lakh
insurance relief earmarked
by the government for
healthcare workers, IMA
State secretary B.P. Karu-
nakara alleged that only 30
of the 120 are families of
deceased doctors. This
despite several pleas by the
IMA, he alleged.

Asserting that most of
the doctors who died were

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, Jan 31, 2024

43

running single doctor clin-
ics, the State president said
it is unfortunate that the
government did not con-
sider them eligible for the
insurance compensation.
“In the second wave, some
of them died as they could
not get beds and timely
treatment. They are COVID
warriors, who were ex-
posed to the infection,
while treating patients,” he
said.

“We were forced to
open our health facilities,
including clinics, following
an assurance by the go-

vernment that we will be
provided insurance. Ho-
wever, it is unfortunate
that only a handful of those
who succumbed to the in-
fection have got the com-
pensation,” he added.
State Health Commis-
sioner Randeep D. said ov-
erall, of the 245 claims re-
ceived under the ‘Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Pack-
age Insurance Scheme for
Healthcare Workers Fight-
ing COVID-19’ in Karnata-
ka, 168 had been ap-
proved. “Of these, around
34 are doctors,” he said.



Karnataka plans digital detox initiative
with game developers, NIMHANS

Press Trust of India
BENGALURU

The Karnataka govern-
ment on Thursday said it
would launch a ‘Digital De-
tox’ initiative in collabora-
tion with the All India
Game Developers Forum
(AIGDF), with special em-
phasis on gaming and so-
cial media.

The aim is to spread
awareness about the ills of
spending too much time in
the digital world and in-
stead create an environ-
ment of responsible gam-
ing, Minister for
Information Technology,
Biotechnology Priyank

Online and offline centres will
be set up across the State to
provide counselling . AFp

Kharge said.

Speaking at the valedic-
tory function of GAFX
2024, he said, “The Digital
Detox initiative is yet
another step towards ful-
filling this government’s
commitment of building a

digitally empowered Kar-
nataka through responsi-
ble use of technology.”

Toll on mental health
Observing that mental
health issues, shrinking at-
tention spans and fraying
real-world relationships
are the outcomes of digital
dependence, the Minister
said that technology had
woven itself firmly into the
fabric of everyone’s lives,
and being glued to screens
has become the norm in
this hyper-connected age.
“This initiative will ena-
ble an environment of
meaningful and construc-
tive use of technology

while minimising its ad-
verse effects,” he assured.
The government of Kar-
nataka will work with
AIGDF and the National In-
stitute of Mental Health
and Neuro Sciences (NIM-
HANS) to raise awareness
about mindful technology.
Through this initiative,
both online and offline dig-
ital detox centres will be
set up across the State of
Karnataka, which will offer
personalised  guidance,
where trained profession-
als will provide counselling
and support to individuals
seeking to navigate their
relationship with technolo-
gy, an official release said.
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Dark side of gender bias:
temale children up for adoption

The more choosy parents
are, lesser the chance of
getting a child

PAVAN KUMAR H
HUBBALLI, DHNS

total of 1,331 children

were adopted between

018 and 2023 in Kar-

nataka, of which 775 were

girl children. As many as 103

girl children were adopted

by parents living in foreign
countries.

Also, there are a higher
number of female children
up for grabs in the adoption
centres of the state.

According to experts, one
of the major reasons for a
higher number of girls in
these centres is social prej-
udice and a preference for
male children by biological
parents.

Karnataka isranked fourth
in the country in terms of
adoptions. Maharashtra has

reported the highest number
of children adopted in the
country, followed by Telan-
gana, Andhra Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu.

Govt portal

According to Child Adop-
tion Resource Information
and Guidance System (CAR-
INGS), a union government
portal that records “legally
available children for adop-
tion,” 18,177 children found
a new home (family) in India
and abroad between 2018 and
2023.Of this, 10,600 were girl
children.

In 2023-24, India saw
3,008 adoptions till Decem-
ber 2023. In all, 32,739 pro-
spective adoptive parents
have registered with CAR-
INGS to adoptkids.

Currently, there are 2,167

Gender

DECCARTIERALD

children on the system. Of
them, 1,422 are children with
special needs. Currently,
Karnataka has 99 children
waiting to be adopted. Of
them, 65 are kids with special
needs.

Abandoned children
“Childrenbornout of wedlock
and to minors as well as kids
of parents who are poor are
either abandoned or surren-
dered by their biological par-
ents,”said Santosh Koulagi of
JanapadaSeva Trustthatruns
Karunagruha, an adoption
placement centre at Melukote
in Mandya district.

Couples can adopt a child
in India under three major
laws-the Hindu Adoptionand
Maintenance Act of 1956, the
Guardians and Wards Act of
1890 and the Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection) Act of
2000. Single women who are
above 25 years of ageand are
financially stable are eligible
toadoptachild.

Single men can adopt only
a male child after clearing
certain conditions, including
an age difference of 35 years
between the child and the
adoptive father.

Officials at the State Adop-
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Karnataka and staff at gov-
ernment-registered adoption
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agencies say first preference
is given to adoptive parents
who opt for ‘no choice’ in

More

terms of gender and other
preferences while seeking a
child for adoption. Prioritis-
ing one gender reduces the
chances of adopting a child
by 50%.

Healthy baby

“A majority of the adoptive
parents seek a healthy baby,
irrespective of gender,” says
Malathi, welfare officer at
Mathru Chhaya Adoption
Centre, Bengaluru.

“Most of the time, the
women and child welfare
department officials give us
childrenwho areabandoned,
orphaned or surrendered.
Unfortunately, the number
of girl children abandoned is
more,” she said.

Sources in SARA-K in-
formed DH that their top
priority is to reunite the baby
with its biological parents.
She says most adopting par-
ents look for children less
than 2-3 years of age.

Long wait

Malathi says there is a long
waiting period for parents to
adopt children. “There are
peoplewhohave been waiting
forthreetofouryearstoadopt
achild,” she says.



Gruha Lakshmi is not a freebie

It signifies a redistribution of resources by the government to a marginalised section

STATE OF PLAY

Gourishankar S. Hiremath
& K.S. Harikrishnan

he introduction of the
T Gruha Lakshmi
scheme by the Karna-
taka government has reignited
the policy debate about wel-
fare programmes for the eco-
nomically disadvantaged and
fiscal prudence. The scheme
guarantees a direct monthly
cash transfer of 2,000 to wo-
men who are the heads of be-
low poverty line households
in Karnataka. About 1.36 crore
beneficiaries are registered.
This means that the annual
outlay of the scheme is more
than 332,000 crore.
Mainstream  economics
does not recognise activities
primarily carried out by wo-
men at home as economic ac-
tivities. Unpaid work encom-
passes domestic chores such
as cooking and washing, while
care work involves caring for
the elderly and children. The
participation of women in re-
munerative economic activity
is abysmally low, while their
burden of unpaid work is sub-
stantially higher than men. Ac-
cording to the Time Use sur-
vey conducted by the National
Statistical Office, 57.3% of
male respondents were in-
volved in employment and re-
lated activities compared to
18.4% of women. In contrast,
81.2% of women bore the bur-
den of unpaid domestic ser-
vices for household members
compared to 26.1% of men.
Further, the burden of un-
paid and care work is dispro-
portionately higher for eco-
nomically poor women who
are also engaged in wage
work, as they lack the resourc-
es to outsource care activities.
Thus, they are trapped in a cy-
cle of poverty. The Gruha
Lakshmi scheme represents a

Karnataka

crucial step in recognising the
value of unpaid work. As ur-
banisation grows and the pop-
ulation ages, the burden of el-
derly care is expected to
increase, especially for impo-
verished families. Income sup-
port from the state can alle-
viate the strain on such
families. In this context, mo-
netary support to women can-
not be seen as a ‘freebie’; it is
an entitlement for the care
work that women do, especial-
ly women who face multidi-
mensional and time poverty.

In a patriarchal economic
system, women are often paid
low wages, which they reluc-
tantly accept due to their li-
mited bargaining power. Un-
conditional cash support not
only helps women decontrol
their labour power from the
system to an extent, but possi-
bly provides some cushion to
resist accepting reservation
wages by enhancing their bar-
gaining power.

Empirical evidence sup-
ports cash transfers to house-
holds in stimulating aggregate
demand and putting the eco-
nomy back on a growth trajec-
tory rather than providing
sops and bailout packages to
the corporate sector to revive
it. For instance, according to a
study by IFPRI-Indian Council
for Agricultural Research, PM-
KISAN, a direct benefit transf-
er scheme of the Union go-
vernment, enabled farmers to
meet expenses other than
agriculture and had a multi-

plier effect. Direct support
measures, including cash
transfers to households by the
Union government during the
COVID-19 pandemic, led to a
swift V-shaped recovery of the
economy. The Gruha Lakshmi
scheme is also poised to bol-
ster aggregate demand given
its target group’s relatively
high marginal propensity to
consume. Consumption im-
proves quality of life and also
boosts economic activities.

The scheme signifies a re-
distribution of resources by
the government to a marginal-
ised section of society, recog-
nising unpaid work. Nonethe-
less, ensuring that resources
to finance the scheme are aug-
mented from direct taxes,
such as levies on high-value
property and capital transac-
tions and excise taxes on pre-
mium liquor, is crucial. Pru-
dent administrative measures
to trim unnecessary expendi-
tures can provide additional
resources to ensure timely
and uninterrupted cash
transfers. Therefore, a tran-
sparent and well-thought-out
road map for resource aug-
mentation is indispensable.
While fiscal prudence is ne-
cessary, it must not come at
the expense of the welfare of
the marginalised.

It is naive to consider Gruha
Lakshmi as a panacea for gen-
der inequality. There is a need
to universalise such support to
womern in recognition of their
unpaid and care work. A com-
prehensive institutional fra-
mework at the national and
sub-national levels and coop-
erative federalism are indis-
pensable to address gender in-
equality in the economy and
ensure redistribution.

Gourishankar S. Hiremath teaches
economics and K.5. Harikrishnan isa
UGC Senior Research Fellow at the
Indian Institute of Technology
Kharagpur. Views are personal

Source: The Hindu, p. 13, Jan 31, 2024
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UGC proposes Sakhi
Niwas hostels for
working women on
university campuses

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

To help working women
in urban and semi-urban
centres find affordable
and safe accommodation,
the University Grants
Commission (UGC) has or-
dered universities to allo-
cate land/built up space
within their campuses for
establishing Sakhi Niwas
or working women’s
hostels.

Impact of STEM
education

“India’s  progress in
Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Mathemat-
ics (STEM) education sees
a commendable 43% re-
presentation of women
graduates,” said the UGC
document, point to a
spike in women’s pre-
sence in the labour force.

“One of the key factors
prompting women and
girls from rural areas to
relocate to tier-1 and me-
tro cities is availability of
better educational and
employment opportuni-
ties there. There is a need
for safe and affordable ac-
commodation for them,”
it added.

The UGC further said
that Sakhi Niwas, a com-
ponent of the Umbrella
scheme of Mission Shakti,
offers a secure haven
equipped with fundamen-
tal amenities such as lodg-
ing, meals and day-care
facilities for their chil-
dren, wherever feasible.
The Union Ministry of Wo-
men and Child Develop-
ment (MWCD) has sug-
gested to identify suitable
land /built up space with-
in the campuses of the un-
iversities for establishing
them.

If the universities pro-
vide such space, the cost
of construction and man-
agement cost for running
the facility can be provid-

ed by MCWD. It has also
requested to convey a list
of 10 to 15 such identified
spaces within the next 10
days.

Underlining the need
for such accommodation,
Roopashree, a techie from
Hassan district, said, “It is
difficult to find good, safe
and affordable hostels for
working women in cities
like Bengaluru. Most of
the Paying Guest (PG) ac-
commodations are very
expensive. The initiate ta-
ken by the MWCD and
UGC is really
appreciable.”

“In terms of security
and safety also, working
women’s hostels in the
universities is a good op-
tion,” added Pavithra,
another working woman
from Tumakuru.

A Bangalore University
official said that they had
not received any official
order from UGC regarding
this yet. “If the order
comes, action will be ta-
ken as per the govern-
ment’s decision,” said the
official.

Transit hostels

The State government is
currently running around
65 Transit Hostels across
the state, including 11
transit hostels in Bengalu-
ru city, under Women and
Child Development
Department.

“There is a huge de-
mand for women’s hostels
in Bengaluru. A large
number of women are
coming to Bengaluru for
employment and higher
education. Qur depart-
ment is already running
65 transit hostels across
the State and there is huge
demand in Bengaluru city
for transit hostels. More
transit hostels are needed
in Bengaluru city,” said an
officer in the Women and
Child Development De-
partment.

Source: The Hindu, p. 10, Feb, 2, 2024
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POPULISM SANS SCRUPLES

Schemeslaunched with great \
fanfare; lax execution fans

distrustin

Bureaucratic lethargy,
delay in beneficiary lists,
fund crunch dog them

N B HOMBAL
BENCGALURU, DHNS

atasetsof various departments reveal
Dthe pathetic side of implementing
pro-people schemes such as housing,
Ganga Kalyana, scholarships, construction
of hostelsand schools thatintend to provide
long-termrelief to beneficiaries.
Successive governments promised to
build 4.61 lakh houses for BPL families
under various schemes 2020-21 onwards.
But the state could complete only 1.3 lakh
houses,while1.36lakh housesarestillunder
construction. Work on 1.91 lakh houses are
yettostart.

GangaKalyana

The Ganga Kalyana scheme aims to pro-
vide borewells to individuals free of cost for
Scheduled Castes and other similar caste
groups.

Accordingtodatafrom DrBR Ambedkar
Development Corporation, ithad sanctioned
1,314 borewells for 2022-23 and identified
909 beneficiaries. Butinreality,only19bore-
wells were sunk. Theseare classicexamples
of the failure of schemes.

A senior official from social welfare de-
partmenttold DHthatthe biggest hindrance
inexecutionis political interference as most
of these schemes are beneficiary-driven.

“Selecting beneficiaries is a tedious task
and it changes every time the government
or CM or ministers change. Between 2018

Successive governments promised to build 4.61lakh houses for BPL families under
various schemes 2020-21 onwards. But the state could complete only 1.3 lakh houses.
PICFORREPRESENTATION

and 2023, the state saw 3 CMs and ministers
changed multiple times. Identifying benefi-
ciaries became troublesome. The process
couldn’t take off,” the officer said.

Overlapping schemes
An official from the planning and statistics
department told DH that another problem
is that there are 1,856 schemes in operation
and most of them overlap.

“Every CM comes with a new plan and
new scheme to leave a legacy behind. The
expenditure reforms commission and suc-
cessive central finance commissions have
recommended that overlapping schemes
mustbe merged toavoid pilferages,”sources
said.

According to him, of the 1,856 schemes,
there are 335 that have a budget allocation

of Rs just 1 crore, while 609 have alloca-
tion of just below Rs 10 crore. A total of 618
schemes are in the Rs 100-crore range and
294 schemes have budget outlay of more
thanRs 200 crore.

Window for graft
“Schemes within Rs 1 crore and below Rs
10 crore constitute 51% of the budget. Once
these schemes get allocations, the govern-
ment starts feeling the pinch of garnering
resources to fund schemes that need bigger
outlays. Therefore, the delayin completing
projects. Thisinvariablyleads to rising costs
of tenders, opening a window for corrup-
tion,” sources said.

Former bureaucrat S M Jamdar told DH
that there are three major reasons which
lead to delay.

eople

Tedious process

“First, the start of schemes is delayed. Sec-
ond, neither politicians nor officers take
them seriously. So, identifying beneficiaries
isatedious process asitis under the control
of politicians and list keeps growing. Last-
ly, ruling dispensation never releases full
amount for the schemes,” he said.

Another retired bureaucrat V Balasubra-
maniansaid “acutelaziness”in the bureaucra-
cyisthe mostimpacting factor for the delay.

“Ifascheme has tosucceed, officers from
ground level to top level have to sweatitout.
For instance, once politicians clear benefi-
ciary list, bureaucrats can speed up the pro-
cess. As I have seen, politicians will not try
to stop any scheme that brings them good
name. It is bureaucrats at grassroots level
whodelay it for various reasons,” he said.

No accountability
Lackofaccountability on the part of bureau-
cracy is another big factor why schemes get
delayed.

“Our system itself is so corrupt that till
date no politician or bureaucrat is punished
for wrongdoings. So, beneficiaries get har-
assed,” he said.

Prof R S Deshpande, former direc-
tor of Institute for Social and Economic
Change (ISEC), said schemes are not ‘de-
mand-based,’ but ‘supply-pushed’.

Missing mechanisms

“Shaktiand Gruha Jyothischemes fallunder
thiscategory. Whenever governmentcomes
out with schemes, it fails to put implemen-
tation mechanisms in place. Most schemes
are prepared at the last minute and many
don’tknow how toimplementit. Identifying
mechanism toimplement takesalong time.
In the process, CMs get changed, schemes
becomerudderlessand takeabackseat. This
leads to high degree of pilferage,” he said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Jan 28, 2024
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How to fight water scarcity in summer?

Make water conservation a law, say activists

BENGALURU

arely weeks from a
scorching summer,
Bengalureans are

deeply worried about a pe-
rennial problem that just
does not seem to go away:
Drinking water woes. Can
a smart water-pricing stra-
tegy boost conservation or
is a separate law the only
way to give it some teeth?

Many water experts will
tell you this for the failure
of conservation efforts so
far: Despite the enormous
costs involved in pumping
Cauvery water from over
120 kms, it is supplied at ¥7
per kilo litre in the city.
“For a thousand litres, you
are paying just 37-8. That is
cheap, and people don't
feel the pinch. There is no
limit in supply, and there is
no incentive to save water,”
as Senior Scientist A.R. Shi-
vakumar, a Water Manage-
ment Advisor to multiple
State Governments, puts it.

However, this would
have to be put in the con-
text of treating water as a
public good. “This call for
monetizing water beyond a
certain slab is also linked to
deliberately creating scar-
city. Obviously, things like
rationing will have to hap-
pen. And like in electricity,
you may want to ensure
that there is no wastage by
educating people, rather
than just letting the econo-
my take over,” says water
activist Kshitij Urs.

Alaw for water
conservation
The city seriously lacks a
law that mandates water
conservation. “It s free for
all now. If you want to use
one lakh litres a month, do
you think there is any res-
triction? No. You have the
ability to pay, you pay and
get it. Conservation mea-
sures should be enforced
for every house, every
apartment, institution, ho-
tel and every industry,”
says Shivakumar.

So, how should con-
sumption be measured

The scarcity of water in Bengaluru has forced people to depend on tankers. BHAGYA PRAKASH K

and what is the pricing
strategy to adopt? Srikant
Narasimhan,  Bengaluru
Navanirman Party (BNP)
General Secretary and
Bangalore Apartments
Federation (BAF) Founder,
has a suggestion: “For an
individual house with five
to six people, the rough
water usage should be
about 500 litres per house
per day. This means 15 kilo
litres a month, of which
only 30% should be Cauv-
ery water.”

The rate should be kept
low for anything less than 5
Kkilo liters of Cauvery water
per house, he points out.
“Currently, they charge
apartments a flat rate of
25 per kiloliter, which is
exorbitant and ridiculous.
There should be a proper
slab structure, with low
rates for O to 5kl and 5 to
10 kl. Let the rate be ¥50 or
%60 for more than 10KL
That is how you should pe-
nalise over-usage,” Srikant
explains.

Ration water, treat
overuse as luxury
Shivakumar calls this ra-
tioning. “Instead of giving
whatever water consumers

Avendor carrying drinking water cans for distribution.

K MURAL KUMAR

want to use, you restrict
supply. Treat anything
beyond the World Health
Organisation (WHO) man-
dated volume, as a luxury.
Charge them Rs 100 or
even Rs 150. Then there
will be an incentive for
them to go for Rainwater
Harvesting (RWH) and oth-
er conservation methods
such as aerators. People
will, for instance, think
twice before standing un-
der a shower for a longer
time,” he says.

One of the best conser-
vation methods is to price
it correctly, agrees Vishwa-
nath Srikantaiah, a noted
specialist in the water con-
servation field. “There is a

willingness to pay, but no
willingness to charge. Un-
less we get our act together
and get the true cost of wa-
ter, it will not be con-
served. By merely appeal-
ing to the good sentiments
of the people, it doesn't get
conserved. So pricing is
crucial.”

In Kshitij’s view, howev-
er, “monet] water
would be counterproduc-
tive. “But having said that,
the largest context is to de-
mocratize the process of
water security and right to
water, which comes only
by ensuring conservation
is not just about using an
efficient tap but conserv-
ing your lakes,” he

=)
®

Source: The Hindu, p. 9, Jan 31, 2024

explains.

He draws attention to
Dharwad and Belagavi,
where privatization hap-
pened in the name of 24/7
supply. “People who could
afford it actually wasted a
lot of water. They said they
would pay for it and wash
their cars, while people in
the slums were deprived

because they couldn’t
pay”
Some water for all, not

all water for some
Distribution is another is-
sue. “There is a lack of dis-
tributed justice. Some wa-
ter for all, not all water for
some. That should be the
philosophy to drive us. We
should look at universal
connection and a demo-
cratic reporting at ward le-
vel. That every household
in the ward is connected to
the water supply network
and it is getting some wa-
ter. Of course, there is a
costing issue in outer
wards, because initial con-
nection cost is the largest
barrier to water connec-
tions,” says Vishwanath.

At the community level,
rainwater harvesting sys-
tems have been set up in

50

many apartments although
there is no way to track
their numbers. Other con-
servation methods such as

provide water aerators to
residents or insist that resi-
dents install  aerators
which reduces the flow of
water per tap. Besides, ma-
ny apartments have STPs
with dual piping in whi
treated sewage water is
sent back to flushing the
toilets. This reduces the
amount of fresh water
needed,” informs
Srividhyaa.

The inexpensive supply
has, however, made many
consumers lax about water
utilization. Srikant elabo-
rates, “The globally accept-
ed norm is to use 135 litres
per person per day, but we
all end up using 300 per
person per day. Typically,
in Bengaluru, we use 300
to 400 litres per person
per day. I actually take a
bath with five to six mugs
of water. Even half a bucket
of water makes a huge dif-
ference, provided everybo-
dy does it.”

Reviving ‘Half Bucket
Cha ,

recharge pits,
individual house water-
metering and  Sewage
Treatment Plant (STP)
treated water for car-clean-
ing and gardening are be-
ing implemented. But
these are yet to make a big
impact at the larger city
level.

“Rain Water Harvesting
helps in keeping the apart-
ments less reliant on out-
side sources of water,” says
idhyaa Murali, a Feder-
ation member. “Many
apartments, on their own,
have installed water me-
ters and it has a significant
impact on reducing the
consumption. Once people
can see how much they are
spending for water for
their own household, they
take steps to reduce the
cost by reducing consump-
tion,” she notes.

Water aerators:
tap-level conservation
Water  aerators  have
emerged as one of the sim-
plest solutions. “Many
apartment  committees

In March 2019, BAF with
over 70,000 flats and two
lakh residents had actually
launched a ‘Half Bucket
Challenge” to address the
acute water crisis that year.
The challenge was to bathe
with only half a bucket.
‘This applied to toilet flush-
es t00. As he notes, “Many
of them come equipped
with only one button.
There should be two. One
which entirely flushes out
the water, and a smaller
one that releases only that
is needed.”

The Federation has now
proposed to revive the
challenge this year. Co-
Founder Arun Kumar says,
“This summer is going to
be harsh on us. Water le-
vels are really low. You
don’t need a bathtub, or a
shower going on relentless-
ly, you can have a good
bath with half a bucket of
about 25 litres.”

Treated water, a
gro resource
To see these efforts really

Bengalureans are set to face a more severe water crisis this summer given that it is a drought year. Activists weigh in on the inadequacy of our laws to ensure that water is used judiciously

make an impact, conserva-
tion should go hand-in-
hand with a willingness to
use treated waste water.
This is possible, says Vish-
wanath, because the city
has enough and more
treated  waste  water.
“Thanks to the NGT (Na-
tional Greens Tribunal),
the treatment quality has
improved in several STPs.
For example, at Jakkur or
Vrishabhavathi Valley STP,
they treat the wastewater
to drinking water stan-
dards. But it is being let off
to the drain,” he points
out.

The tertiary treated wa-
ter meets the BIS 10500
drinking water standards,
he notes. “So, if you are
able to put that to produc-
tive use, we won't even
have a resource scarcity.
We should draw up a plan
toreuse it indirectly. Fill up
the lakes, allow it to re-
charge the aquifers, pick it
up from ground water,
treat it and supply it as
drinking water, so that the
yl(xck factor is taken care
e

He estimates that the
tertiary treated water vol-
umes in Bengaluru is now
more than 200 Million
Litres per Day (MLD), in-
cluding the output from
Vrishabhavathi Valley STP,
Jakkur STP (15 MLD), Cub-
bon Park (4 MLD) and Raja
Canal (40 MLD). Besides,
several apartments are
now keen to either sell
their excess treated water
or supply it to the con-
struction industries. They
are now in talks with multi-
ple civic agencies to also
use the treated water in
parks, bus washing and for
other utilities.

Currently, the city's
drinking water require-
ment is met by 1,450 MLD
supplied from the Cauvery,
and about 700 MLD from
groundwater  resources
through borewells. This is
expected to be boosted by
another 775 MLD once the
Cauvery V Stage is commis-
sioned in April this year.



Eol invited for Ganga
Kalyana scheme is
contrary to law: HC

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The High Court of Karnata-
ka has quashed the Expres-
sion of Interest (Eol) invit-
ed by the Department of
Backward Classes Welfare
through the D. Devaraj Urs
Backward Classes Corpora-
tion for drilling borewells
under Ganga Kalyana
Scheme for the year 2023-
24 in various city munici-
pal corporation limits
across the State.

The court said that the
Eol is contrary to Rule 27 of
the Karnataka Transparen-
cy in Public Procurements
Rules, 2000, and the man-
date of the Standard Ten-
der Document, notified by
the government in 2008
under the Rules. The Eol
does not include work ex-
perience as a condition for
qualification of the bidder
though it is a mandatory
condition to be included in
all the tenders of the go-
vernment as per the Rule
and the Standard Tender
Document, the court said.

Justice M. Nagaprasanna
passed the order while al-
lowing a petition filed by
borewell operators, Chin-

nappa Reddy of M/s Ma-
ruthi Borewells, Bengalu-
ru, and others.

The petitioner had ques-
tioned the Eol issued on
December 5, 2023, by the
Managing Director and Eol
Accepting Authority of the
D. Devaraj Urs Corporation
on behalf of the depart-
ment. In its November 2,
2023, communication, the
department had asked the
Eol Authority to exclude
the condition of work ex-
perience in the Eol.

A communication by a
department cannot over-
ride and delete the clause
of work experience which
is the Rule and the govern-
ment” mandate issued
through the Standard Ten-
der Document for all the
departments, the court
said. “The action of the de-
partment is contrary to the
Rules and the Standard
Tender Document holding
the field, and taking away
of work experience of a
contractor would put the
project in jeopardy. There-
fore, the process from the
stage of issuance of request
for proposal should be re-
done strictly in conso-
nance with law,” HC said.

Source: The Hindu, p. 7, Feb. 2, 2024
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Govt. decides to extend 2% quota to
sportspersons in jobs in all departments

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Congress government
on Thursday decided to ex-
tend 2% quota to sport-
spersons in jobs in all de-
partments, at a Cabinet
meeting presided by Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah.
Briefing presspersons
on the decisions taken at
the Cabinet, Law and Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister
H.K. Patil said necessary
rules would be formulated
for the Karnataka State Ci-
vil Service and Recruit-
ment Rules and gazette
notification would be is-
sued seeking objections.

Enforcement
If no major objections are
received within 15 days of
the notification, he said the
quota would be enforced
for sportspersons in all go-
vernment departments.
Currently, the reserva-
tion is provided to sport-
spersons in the police and
forest departments of the
State.

For medical facilities
The Cabinet has approved

e

If no major objections
are received within 15
days of the notification,
the quota would be
enforced for
sportspersons.

H.K. PATIL

Cabinet, Law and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister

a sum of ¥142.47 crore for
construction of a 450-bed
hospital building attached
to the Hassan Institute of
Medical Sciences, Hassan.
A sum of ¥47.32 crore was
approved for setting up a
DNA centre at Raichur Un-
iversity campus, Raichur.
A sum of ¥60 crore was ap-
proved for providing learn-
ing components to 10 Kar-
nataka Public Schools at 93
Aspirational Taluks, Mr.
Patil said.

Under the Rajiv Gandhi
University of Health
Sciences, the Cabinet has
approved 349.50 crore and
349.80 crore for setting up
Allied Health Sciences Col-
lege in Kalaburagi and My-
suru, respectively.

Approval was given for

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, Feb, 2, 2024
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setting up a RGUHS region-
al centre and laboratory
and other works in Manga-
luru at a cost of ¥49.75
crore. A sum of %34.50
crore was approved for set-
ting up burn care centres
at Gulbarga Institute of
Medical Sciences, Kalabu-
ragi, and Belgaum Institute
of Medical Sciences, Bela-
gavi. It also approved 3499
crore for setting up hostels
for students of Haveri Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences,
Haveri. The Cabinet ap-
proved the Horticulture
Department’s proposal on
developing six cold storag-
es in Haveri, Kolar, Man-
dya, Shivamogga, Vijayap-
ura, and Hassan at the cost
of ¥68.87 crore under the
RIDF scheme of NABARD.

It was decided to amend
the Karnataka Gram Swaraj
and Panchayat Raj Act,
2024, for providing repre-
sentation to 18,000 people
in Kodagu.

The Cabinet approved
the release of %440.20
crore for waiver of interest
on medium and long-term
loans availed from cooper-
ative banks if farmers pay
the principal amount.

Proposal
of online
marriage
registration
cleared

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

In an attempt to simplify
the process of marriage
registration under the
Hindu Marriages Act, the
Cabinet cleared a propo-
sal to allow online regis-
trations.

Applications can be
submitted online at Bapu-
ji, Grama One, and other
centres in Karnataka.

Who can avail?

The online option, howev-
er, will not be available for
those choosing a regis-
tered marriage under the
Special Marriage Karnata-
ka Rules, 1960, under the
Special Marriage Act, 1954
since it mandates one
month notice and pre-
sence of applicants before
a sub-registrar.



HASSLE-FREE Govt To Amend Hindu Marriage Act In Upcoming Session | Priyank: What's The Use Of E

Marriage registration to go online,
ck to square one on BGML land

Times News NeTwork

Bengaluru: The state govt
has decided to take registra-
tion of marriages under the
Hindu Marriage Act online, a
move aimed at simplifying the
registration process. The ini-
tiative eliminates the need for
the physical presence of cou-
ples at sub-registrar offices,
offering a convenient and
hassle-free alternative.

Chief minister Siddara-
maiah had proposed the ini-
tiative in his budget for the
2023-24 fiscal, insisting that
the process must be made
more “people-friendly”. He
had said: “Provision will be

made in Cauvery-2.0 and for
applications for registration
at Bapuji Seva Kendras and
Grama One Centres.”

The state cabinet, which
met on Thursday, approved the
proposal, paving the way for
the govt to move an amend-
ment to the Hindu Marriage
Actduring the legislature ses-
sion which commences from
Feb 12. “This step aims to en-
hance transparency and make
the registration process more
accessible for people,” said HK
Patil, law and parliamentary
affairs minister.

Revenue department of-
ficials welcomed the decision

Six bills await
guv’s nod: Patil

aw and parliamentary af-

fairs minister HK Patil on
Thursday sought to put to
rest the controversy over
the Kannada signboards or-
dinance issue, saying gover-
nor Thaawar Chand Gehlot
has communicated reasons
for returning the ordinance,
and that the Siddaramaiah
govt will not comment fur-
ther on the issue.
But Patil said Gehlot has six
other bills pending before
him for assent. He highlight-
ed ongoing communication
between Raj Bhavan and his
department of parli: y

affairs on these bills. He said
the governor has sought
certain clarifications, and
the govt is actively address-
ing these queries

to facilitate approval of
pending bills.

He said 19 bills were sent to
Raj Bhavan after the Belagavi
winter session in Dec last
year and as of Jan 30, six are
still pending.

DELIVERING ON PROMISES: Chief minister Siddaramaiah had proposed to take
i of marriages online during his budget speech in July last year

OTHER
DECISIONS

» Cabinet approves
draft rules for 2% reser-
| vation for sportspersons
in govt jobs
> 104 Karnataka Public
Schools, including 22
new ones, in 93 aspira-
tional taluks to get fi-
1 nancial aid
» Human genome re-
search centre in Raichur
district at cost of Rs 47
H crore
» 2100 crore to upgrade
6 industrial training in-
stitutes in Bengaluru
and aspirational dis-
tricts
> Petro cards for the

Ex-MLA allowed to sell ‘G’ category site
aking a “sympathetic” view, the govt decided to permit former legis-
lator CM Lingappa to sell his ‘G’ category BDA site even before the

mandatory 10-year waiting period. The decision was taken considering

Lingappa's financial constraints. He is a confidante of deputy chief min-

ister and KPCC chief, DK Shivakumar. This decision mirrors a similar

one made last year when the govt allowed former Jamkhandi BJP MLA

Srinivas Kulkarni to sell a ‘G’ category site.

saying the proposed amend-
ment will help streamline the
application process and re-
duce congestion in sub-regis-
trar offices.

Besides marriage regis-
tration reforms, the cabinet

also allocated grants totalling
Rs 136 crore to establish elec-
trified crematoriums. The
govt intends to set up a cre-
matorium in each of the 10
civic corporations in the state
(outside Bengaluru) and 24

entire police force for
three years. To cost Rs
170 crore

» Post-facto approval
for interest waiver of Rs
440 crore in cooperative
lending institutions on
medium and long-term
farm loans

urban local bodies. Each mu-
nicipality will receive Rs 4
crore for the purpose.

The govt also decided to set
up a 450-bed hospital at Has-
san Medical College and an-
other 300-bed hospital dedi-

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Feb. 2, 2024
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cated to mother and child
welfare in Kalaburagi.

Legal opinion on BGML land

To establish ownership of the
land, the cabinet referred the
defunct Bharat Gold Mines

Back to Contents

Ltd (BGML) land in Kolar
Gold Fields (KGF) and tailing
dumps (gold waste) of an esti-
mated 13 million tonnes across
1,003 acres, to the law depart-
ment. This decision had been
deferred by the govt.

Patil said, “Following dis-
cussions with the Centre, cer-
tain decisions had to be taken.
As a result, we have deferred
adecision.” This move follows
discussions over handing the
land to the Union mines min-
istry to extract precious met-
als and residual gold from
tailing dumps.

Sources say KH Muniyap-
pa, food and civil supplies
minister, who also represent-
ed Kolar in the Lok Sabha,
raised questions over why the
land should be handed over to
the Centre when it is consid-
ered state govt property.

The govt had previously
agreed that it would hand
over BGML land and the tail-
ing dumps to the Centre for
exploration. After explora-
tion, the land was supposed
to be returned to the state
govt. However, with Muni-
yappa raising questions
about the land, it has now
been sent back to the law de-
partment for an opinion.

Officials anticipate that the
reuse of BGML land will be-
come a topic of political inter-
est with the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections.




Social Issues

Project Garuda soars: 300
CCTV cameras enhance
safety and security

Placements focus on areas
with high public movement

B

BENGALURU, DHNS

n a unique partnership between the
Thalaghattapura police in Southern
Bengaluru,anew command centre has
been established within their jurisdiction.
This centre will receive live visuals from
300 CCTV cameras set to be installed
across the area, with approximately 100
ofthemalready operational asof Saturday.

Thisinitiative,named ‘Project Garuda,
is the result of collaboration between 40
Resident Welfare Associations (RWAs)
under the Changemakers of Kanakapu-
ra Road Association (CMKRA) and the
Thalaghattapura police. The centre was
inaugurated on Saturday.

In the initial phase of the project, 100
high-end Internet Protocol (IP) CCTV
cameras equipped with announcement
systems have been strategically placed
within the Thalaghattapura police sta-
tion’s jurisdiction. These cameras feed
live visuals to nine 55-inch LED screens
in the state-of-the-art command centre,
located atthe Thalaghattapura traffic po-
lice station limits.

All these cameras have been installed
strategically identifying places where
thereisadire need and major public move-
ment points.

The camera placements were thought-
fullyselected, focusing on areas with high
public movement and pressing surveil-
lance needs. For instance, cameras with
audio output systems were installed near
educational institutions to promptly ad-
dressissues like ragging.

In the upcoming phase, an additional
200 cameras will be installed and oper-
ational within the station’s jurisdiction.
These live visuals can be accessed not
only at the station’s command centre but
will also be integrated with the main po-
lice command centre, according to police
sources.

On a pilot basis, cameras installed in
the first phase were live for the past two

Habitual offender
arrested

In Banashankari, a habitual offend-
er involved in multiple house thefts
and with 35 cases against him across
various police stations was appre-
hended last month, as per police
sources. Authorities stated that they
successfully captured his facial fea-
tures and tracked his movements,
ultimately leading to his arrest.

Cameras feed live visuals to 55-inch
LED screens in the state-of-the-art
command centre, located at the
Thalaghattapura traffic police station
limits. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

HOWDOES THISWORK?

= Live visuals will be displayed on
LCD screens in the state-of-the-art
Command Centre.

= Police personnel monitoring the
feed can switch between cameras and
access live visuals.

= |n the event of thefts, they can
promptly alert the nearest officer.

= For minor incidents, public an-
nouncements can be made, and traffic
violations can also be recorded.

months. Numeroustraffic violations have
been booked through these cameras and
five cases, including house thefts and rob-
beries, were solved.

Crowdfund of Rs 2.5 crore

This entire project is crowd-funded,
with nearly 30,000 residents, including
members of 40 RWAs, commercial estab-
lishment owners, and corporate compa-
nies, contributing approximately Rs 2.5
crore,according to Abdul Alim, president
of CMKRA.

“Withtheareabeingahubofeducation-
al institutions and commercial establish-
ments containing working spaces, such a
collaborative project was indispensable,”
said a police officer from Thalaghattapu-
ra. “These cameras will not only bolster
policing by helping tokeepavigil onillegal
activities and rowdy elements but also as-
sistin booking traffic violations,” he said.

Kiran Kumar, Joint Secretary of CM-
KRA said, “We understand the impor-
tance of the public working in close coor-
dination with law enforcement agencies
and we value the partnership with the
Thalaghattapura Police. By establishing
this CCTV command centre, we aim to
complement police’effortsin maintaining
law and order within the area.”

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Jan 28, 2024
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City still has most cybercrime cases, but
Jamtara not the scamster hub anymore

The police say that investigation is a tough task with the accused based outside Karnataka and across multiple states

CAUGHT IN A WEB

K.C. Deepika
BENGALURU

engaluru, the
Bcoumry’s ‘IT capi-
tal,; topped the list

in cyber crimes registered
across all metro cities in In-
dia in 2022 again, an igno-
miny it has had for several
years now. According to
the National Crime Re-
cords Bureau report, 2022,
for cyber crimes, as many
as 13,534 cases were regis-
tered in 19 prominent me-
tros of the country in 2022,
and cases in Bengaluru ac-
counted for nearly three-
fourths of that. In 2023,
Bengaluru alone recorded
17,623 cyber crime cases.
But here is the catch.
Until recently, Jamtara in
Jharkhand, which even in-
spired an OTT series, was
the headquarters of cyber-
crime in India. But law en-
forcement agencies say
there are new hotspots
emerging, proving to be a
major challenge for the in-

vestigating authorities.

Epicentres and hotspots
According to a 2023 re-
port, ‘A Deep Dive into Cy-
bercrime Trends Impact-
ing India’ by the Future
Crime Research Founda-
tion, an IIT Kanpur incu-
bated start-up, among the
top 10 cybercrime epi-
centres are Bharatpur - Ra-
jasthan (18%), Mathura -
Uttar Pradesh (12%), Nuh -
Haryana (11%), Deoghar -
Jharkhand (10%) and Jam-
tara - Jharkhand (9.6%).

The report said several
common factors contri-
bute to their vulnerability,
including  geographical
proximity to major urban
centers, limited cyberse-
curity infrastructure, so-
cioeconomic challenges,
and low digital literacy.

At the same time, the re-
port identified emerging
hotspots across States, ac-
cording to which Bengalu-
ru is the biggest in Karnata-
ka. “While established
cybererime hubs continue
to pose significant threats,
the emergence of new hot-

Top 10 cybercrime epicentres
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spots demands our atten-
tion and proactive mea-
sures. These emerging
cybercrime hotspots re-
present regions where va-
rious forms of digital crimi-
nal activity are on the rise,
often catching both law en-
forcement agencies and
the public off guard,” the
report added.

The Bengaluru city pol-
ice’s list is on similar lines.
A police officer who is part
of one of the four Special
Investigation Teams (SIT)
formed to investigate spec-
ific types of cybercrimes in

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, Feb. 1, 2024

Bengaluru said, “Nowa-
days, we are getting ac-
cused from West Bengal,
Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, Ra-
jasthan, Bihar and
Jharkhand.”

Kuldeep Kumar Jain,
DCP, Traffic, East, who is
heading the SIT for the
courier scam, acknow-
ledged that there was a
shift from Jamtara as a cy-
bercrime hub. “Such hubs
are coming up in other
places coming up across
India. For the courier
scam, we have observed
that they are based out of
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Kerala, Gujarat, Rajasthan,
and areas surrounding Del-
hi,” he said.

The police spoke about
the challenges in investiga-
tion. “Investigation is ex-
tremely difficult. Even for a
single case, our team
which travels to these
states, needs 10 to 15 days.
Even after going there,
they may not be able to se-
cure the accused imme-
diately. Entering those vil-
lages is not easy and they
have to seek the local polic-
e’s cooperation. Even for
them, it is difficult to ap-
prehend the accused. Mo-
reover, recovery is a huge
challenge. We are focusing
on returning the money to
the victims,” said the
officer.

Sharing an example, an
officer said, “One of our
teams went to Araria in Bi-
har to apprehend the ac-
cused in an Aadhaar Ena-
bled Payment System
(AePS) scam case. The lo-
cal police sought the help
of the sarpanch, but the ac-
cused had crossed over to
Nepal as they were already

alerted about the police
operation. In another op-
eration in Bihar, a day be-
fore our team reached, the
police of another State had
barged in without intimat-
ing the local police and
they were assaulted by the
locals,” he said.

Spreading awareness
The Bengaluru police said
awareness on the part of
the citizens would prove a
key factor in deterring cy-
bercrimes. “If you lost mo-
ney, immediately ap-
proach 1930 or the local
police so that the accounts
can be frozen,” said B.M.
Laxmi Prasad, DCP, North
East. Mr. Jain said though
the Bengaluru police are
raising awareness through
various modes, percola-
tion is still not high. Ironi-
cally, he said, most victims
are educated, while the
scammers and mules are il-
literate. He said that the
means of raising aware-
ness will have to be revisit-
ed to get the message
across to a larger popula-
tion.



Measures will be taken to
rectify caste census report
if it is not scientific: CM

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Reiterating that his govern-
ment would accept the
caste census report when it
is readied, Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Thurs-
day, made it clear that the
government would initiate
measures to rectify if there
are any mistakes in it.

“A lot of people have
started saying that the
caste census report is un-
scientific without even
reading it. Hence, [ want to
tell everyone that we are
ready to rectify the report
in consultation with ex-
perts if it is unscientific,”
Mr. Siddaramaiah said,
while inaugurating the
Jayanthi of 12" Century so-
cial reformer Madiwala
Machideva.

At the same time, he as-
serted that his government
was committed to accept-

ing the caste census report.

Stating that he was the
first Chief Minister to com-
mission a caste census to
understand the socio-eco-
nomic-educational condi-
tion of the oppressed sec-
tions, he said he would
have accepted the report
in his previous stint if it
was ready. “But the report
was not ready then. He ac-
cused his successors H.D.
Kumaraswamy, B.S. Yediy-
urappa and Basavaraj
Bommai of not accepting
the caste census report
though it was ready. But
now, a new chairman has
been appointed to the
Backward Classes Commis-
sion. Hence, I have asked
him to submit the report in
about a month,” he said.

Hailing Madiwala Machi-
deva, the CM said he had
authored 354 vachanas
and also protected Vacha-
na literature.

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, Feb, 2, 2024

57



CM distributes 40,000 to manual
scavengers; activists seek rehabilitation

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

“There should be no
manual scavenging in
the State. Strict legal
action will be taken
against anyone who
gets someone to do
manual scavenging,”
said Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah after inaug-
urating the rehabilita-
tion convention and
one-time subsidy dis-
tribution ceremony for
newly-identified ma-
nual scavengers on
Wednesday.

The convention was
organised by the The
Social Welfare Depart-
ment, Karnataka State
Safai Karmachari Deve-
lopment Corporation
and Commission for
Manual  Scavengers.
The State government
has newly identified
4,556 manual scaven-

A
4

Siddaramaiah, Chief Minister, and H.C. Mahadevabpa,

Social Welfare Minister, celebrating the achievement of a
UKG student on Wednesday. SREELAKSHMI PRIYADARSHINI

gers and has started
distributing a financial
compensation of
340,000 per person.
According to Oba-
lesh, State Convenor,
Safai Karmachari Kava-
lu Samiti, around 80%
of the newly-identified
manual  scavengers
have received compen-
sation so far, worth
around 18 crore. After

Source: The Hindu, p. 5, Feb. 1, 2024
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the Centre refused fi-
nancial aid for their
rehabilitation due to
technical reasons, the
State government took
up the task of giving
them ID numbers and
compensation.
However, the com-
pensation of 340,000
doesn’t lead to any
kind of rehabilitation,
Mr. Obalesh said. He

said that according to
the guidelines of the
Manual  Scavenging
Act, 2013, the govern-
ment should provide
comprehensive reha-
bilitation to manual
scavengers. He noted
that in the absence of
such  rehabilitation,
manual scavengers will
go back to scavenging.

“We have demand-
ed the State govern-
ment earmark 3350
crore for the rehabilita-
tion of the 7,483 ma-
nual scavengers who
have been recognised.
We have submitted a
memorandum to the
Chief Minister to allot
%5 lakh per person for
their comprehensive
rehabilitation. We were
expecting a positive
response  regarding
this at the convention,
but sadly he said noth-
ing,” he said.



CASTECENSUS MAY BEOUT SOON;
BCPANEL CHIEF'S TERM EXTENDED

Report may not be tabled before the state legislature

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bengaluru

THE government issued an or-
der extending the tenure of
Karnataka State Backward
Classes Commission Chairman
Jayaprakash Hegde and five
other members for another
month from February 1 to Feb-
ruary 29. The decision has been
taken following Hegde’s re-
quest as the commission was
vetting the controversial socio-
economic caste survey report
to be presented to the govern-
ment, sources said.

Hegde's tenure had come to
an end in November and the
Congress government, led by
Siddaramaiah, had extended it
up totoJanuary 1. Siddaramai-
ah had said the government
will accept the report, but it
was opposed by Veerashaiva
Lingayat and Vokkaliga
communities.

On January 28, Siddaramai-

ah at the ‘Shoshitara Samave-
sha’ held in Chitradurga had
reiterated that the government
will accept the report. JDS state
president HD Kumaraswamy
had challenged the government
to accept the report.

Now, it is to be seen whether
the government will accept the
report before February 29
when Hegde’s extended
term ends. “Even if the
government accepts the
report, it may not table
at the legislature or re-
lease it in public domain
as it may boomerang on Con-
gress ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections,” an analyst said.

Final touches

Hegde too expressed confidence
that he will present the report
to the government. “We have
analysed the survey report and
will give it final touches before
sending it to final print,”
he said.

Source: The Indian Express, p.4, Feb. 2, 2024
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“We have extended the com-
mission’s tenure based on He-
gde’s request. Shouldn’t a com-
mission chairman be given
time as he has sought,” Back-
ward Classes Department Min-
ister Shivaraj Tangadagi said.
“Let the commission submit

the report first, then Siddara-
maiah will decide wheth-

er to table it in the leg-
islature, “ he added.
The Siddaramaiah
government in its first
tenure had initiated
the survey, while then
commission chairman
Kantharaju completed the
process in 2018. But he could
not submit it to the govern-
ment as the member secretary
of the commission did not
sign it.

The present government has
also deferred accepting the re-
port as certain original work-
sheets have reportedly gone
missing.



Na. D’Souza: Narrator of stories on
displacement and despair in Malnad

Na. D'Souza, a prolific writer in Kannada, has won this

response to issues that have haunted the hilly Malnad region in Karnataka

Sathish G. T.
SHIVAMOGGA

henever the proposal to utilise

water from River Sharavathi to

quench the thirst of Bengalureans

surfaces in the corridors of power
in the capital, novelist Na. D’Souza from Sagar in
Shivamogga district raises his voice to oppose it.
He led a series of protests against such a move in
2019. Again, recently, when the talk on the
project resurfaced, the writer reiterated his stand
and appealed to the people of Malnad to oppose
it, highlighting the damage the project could
cause.

In his six-decade career as a writer, Na.
D’Souza has always responded to issues that he
believes are detrimental to Malnad. In fact, his
career began with witnessing the pains of
displacement that the people of Sagar and
Hosanagar taluks in Shivamogga underwent
following the construction of the Lingamakki
dam to generate power. Being a typist at the office
of the Sharavathi Project back then, he listened to
the stories of many people who came to meet the
officers every day. And those stories compelled
him to write the travails, livestock and wildlife.

Satyanarayana G.T., a writer and resident of
Karuru in Sagar taluk, feels that Na. D'Souza has
been the voice of the voiceless. “Hundreds of
people who lost their homeland have found a
place in the novels of D'Souza. In fact, his novels
based on displacement offer us the details of our
native place that we miss a lot,” he said.

Tenant farmers

His other interesting work is Kolaga, a novel that
narrates the story of historic Kagodu
Sathyagraha, a struggle of tenant farmers against
the landlords in the early 1950s. As a youth,
D’Souza was a keen observer of the struggle that
attracted socialist leaders like Rammanohar
Lohia to Sagar and face police action.

D’Souza has penned 40 novels, many short
stories, plays, and stories for children as well. His
story Mulugadeya Urige Bandavaru for children
won him a Central Sahitya Akademi award. He
presided over the 80" Kannada Sahitya
Sammelana held in Madikeri in 2014. Whenever
there is an issue concerning local people, he hits
the streets and joins the protests. D'Souza was

Source: The Hindu,

23

ar’s prestigious Pampa award. His stories are marked by a sensitive

Na. D'Souza with Girish Kasaravalli, who directed Dweepa. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

one of a writers who received multiple threat
letters in recent years allegedly from right wing
activists.

Among the short stories and novels that
D’Souza wrote, Dweepa, a novella, brought him
fame and wider recognition in the literary world
after it was adapted into a film. Noted director
Girish Kasaravalli directed the play in 2001, and it
won a national award.

Through the family of three people, the author
narrates the travails of displacement. First, it was
published in a weekly in 1970. Later, it was
published in book form in 1978. Girish Kasaravalli
was adapted into a movie in 2001. Actress
Soundarya, who played the role of Nagi, added
value to the movie with her performance. It was
screened at many international film festivals. The
novella was translated into English om 2013 by
Susheela Punitha as part of a series published by
Oxford University Press.

His other novels that figured on the silver
screen are Kadina Benki, (Directed by Suresh
Heblikar, Baluvali, (Director: Sirigandha Srinivasa
Murthy), Bettada Purada Ditta Makkalu (Director:

p. 14, Feb. 2, 2024

<4 =
Na. D'Souza, addressing the gathering after inaugurating
11th Shivamogga district Kannada Sahitya Sammelana.

Kodlu Ramakrishna) and Antharya (Director:
Manu). Over the years D'Souza has written 45
novels. Suvvi Prakashana, a publishing house in
Shikaripura, has recently brought out his
complete works in nine volumes. “The volume of
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his writing is also tremendous. He has written
nearly 6,000 pages,” said Sunil, the publisher.
Besides novels, he wrote short stories, plays,
plays for children and poems, among other
things.

Back to Contents




Urban Affairs

Publiclibraries in Bengaluru:
Where s their story going?

departmentis struggling to buy books and put new infrastructure in place

BENGALURU, DHNS

uresh, an accounting profes-
sional working in Malleshwar-
am, visits the City Central Li-
brary on Sampige Road after
work at least once a week to
read magazines and catch up with the
news. He spends about an hour before
heading home to Yeshwanthpur.

“Thelibrary has Englishand Kanna-
damagazines and all newspapers. I like
the ambience where we can sit calmly
andread,” he says.

He does not have any membership.
He walks in every time, takes what he
wants, reads, and then quietly gets out.
That he is a user of the library is not
recorded anywhere. When the Depart-
ment of Public Libraries counts foot-
falls, many like him are not counted.

This is just one of the 205 public li-
braries in Bengaluru, considered very
useful by students whovisit. The librar-
ies, maintained by the Department of
Public Libraries, are called City Central
Libraries and fall under one of the five
zones of the department — East, West,
Central, North and South, in BBMP
limits.

Students find libraries useful to sit
and read, and even study for exami-
nations. “I visit this and other closeby
libraries and study whenever I have free
time; I read and update myself. I want
to take the Karnataka Administrative
Service exam, and this library is re-
sourceful,” says Shraddha, a final-year
student visiting City Central Library,
West Zone, in Vijayanagar.

Senior citizens, housewives and
working professionals often sit and
read in the libraries. One has to pay a
fee of Rs 2, a refundable deposit of Rs
200and Rs10 fora photo identity card,
to become a member. Address proof
in the form of a voter identity card,
Aadhar card, passport, rental agree-
mentorration card should be provided
along with the photo.

After this, one can borrow three
booksatatime fromthelibrary. A book
can be kept for a maximum of 15 days.
Latereturns will be charged atRe 1 per
day, and amaximum of Rs 50.

Kannada books dominate thelibrar-
ies. Some of the libraries allow citizens
to donate books too. All libraries are
closed on Mondays, second Tuesdays
and fourth Saturdays, and all public
holidays. All libraries are supposed to
be open from 8 am to 8 pm on the days
theyare open.

“It would be a good idea to keep the
libraries open on public holidays, as
we can make use of the time,” said a
studentin Vijayanagar, whovisits West
Zone Libraryregularly.

Pending funds

Recently, DH wrote about the Bruhat
BengaluruMahanagara Palike notpay-
ing Rs 397.37 crore cess to the library
department. The Bruhat Bengaluru

Zonewise librariesin
Bengaluru
South: 42 East: 35
North: 46 Central: 38
West: 50
Zonewise digital library
membership in Bengaluru
south  20,44,165
North &, )7

West 39,

East 6,3 1

Central 6,10,379

Total 80,25,232
Library cess pending
from BBMP
0Old balance
(April 1,2022) R 5860
Cess collected Rs137.19Cr
Paid to date Rs850cr
Pending in
March 2023 Rs638.18 ¢

Pending according Q7 3
to BBMP Rs397.37 cr

How to subscribe to the
digital library:

Goto:

Click on ‘register’ section, using
your name, mobile number, the
zone and the nearest library.
Install

from Google playstore
Access e-content.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Jan 27, 2024

Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) collects
6% of the library cess on property tax,
which must be paid to the library de-
partment.

However, the library department
sources say the due is Rs 638.18 crore.
Rs 586 crore due was pending as of
April1,2022. AboutRs137.2 crore were
collected as property tax cess in 2022-
23.The BBMP gave Rs 850 croretothe
libraries department, and Rs 638.18
crore was pending as of March 2023,
show thelibrary department data.

The BBMP has a City Library Au-
thority, headed by the mayor usually,
and the administrator now. The BBMP
gives the building to public libraries
without any rentals. The library de-
partment provides the staff, books and
infrastructureand maintainsit. Sourc-
essay the lack of rentals has nothing to
do with the pending money to be given
tothe department.

Thelibrarydepartmentapprovesthe
books for all libraries. It also prepares
library-wise action plans for spending
the cess money on infrastructure and
facilities like water, electricity, salaries
of temporary staffand other expenses.

This plan goes to the City Library Au-
thority, which approves itand uses the
BBMP cess to implement it, says Sat-
ishkumar S Hosamani, director of the
Department of Public Libraries. Cur-
rently, the libraries are run using the
amounts given in parts by the BBMP
and the zones of the public libraries
department.

Problems cascade

Fund problems cascade into other

problems, too. Water problems are
i caused by y of
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bills and other reasons. For example,
the users of the city central library on
Sampige Road have complained of wa-
ter problemsin the buildingin the past.

Toilets getting shutdown iscommon
in some of the libraries. Sometimes
only gents’ toilets are open, and girls
and womenstruggle. Fans not running
properly, internet connectivity issues,
lack of charging facilities for mobiles
or laptops etc., plague some of the li-
braries.

Badly maintained books without
proper covers and torn pages, bad in-
dexing of books, outdated books no
one wants to read, and sometimes not
enough books, not enough English
books, etc.,are common tomany public
libraries.

Other issues are rude behaviour of

With the BBMP sitting on funds meant for public libraries, maintenance has become uphill. The libraries

ILE PHOTO/S K DINESH

Top 10 eBooks accessed in KDPL portal

Content Access

count

category

staff, notmaintaining the timings, clos-
ing of libraries earlier than the sched-
uled time etc. “I visited the library at
7.30 pm after returning from work,
to borrow books to study for an exam,
but half the staff had gone home. The
last remaining person shouted at me,
asking me to come early, and I had to
return empty-handed,” explains a stu-
dentwho works part-time.

While zonal libraries have been
upgraded and are maintained better,
many users complain of a range of oth-
er above-mentioned problems, espe-
cially in the regular libraries.

Zonallibraries have cloakroom facil-
ities and a better reading atmosphere
with all facilities, compared to smaller
libraries. Visitors are mostly happy
withzonal libraries, while smaller ones
demandbetterinfrastructure, facilities
and upgration. Walk-in readers are
allowed inall the libraries.

1 FDA mattu SDA C ive & entrance 24979
2. Itihasa Competitive & entrance 15705
3 KAS. Competitive &entrance | 13709
4. Kannada Kaipidi Arts & Humanities 13417
5. Adhunika Bharatada Itihasa Arts & 12333
6. Karnataka Pradeshika Arts & Humanities 10427
Bhoogolashastra
7. Prakrutika Bhoogolashastra- Competitive & entrance 9776
Vastunishta Madari
Prasnottaragalu
8. Chi Rahasya Classics & Literature 9086
9. Itihasa patrike 1&2 - G.R.R. Competitive & entrance 8545
10. Aparadha Shastra Competitive & entrance 8378

Digital push

Outofthe205libraries in thecity, 100 li-
brarieshavedigital services. The Public
Libraries Department boasts 80,25,232
registered members for its digital li-
brary initiative inside Bengaluru. Offi-
cialssayitincludes mostly studentsand
peoplelooking tostudy for competitive
examinations.

People can subscribe to the digital
library and access it at their fingertips
using the mobile app e-Sarvajanika
Granthalaya. e-books, e-journals, vid-
eos, separate sections for kids zone, an
academic section, a simulation lab, a
competitive exams section and the as-
sessment section with quizzes are ac-
cessible for theregistered users for free.

The officials say e-books have been

DATA: PUBLIC LIBRARIES DEPARTMENT

downloaded 17,19,394 times until now,
and videos have been seen 6,18,736
times. However, the datafor thenumber
of page views, uniquemonthlyusersand
the break up of the type of most-viewed
contentetc. were notreadily available.

‘The departmenthas no readydatato
show the number of active users, online
and offline. Such data will help make
useful decisions that help the depart-
ment buy the right books and improve
the overallapproach.

“Books for competitive exams are
read widely both online and offline.
There is heavy demand and rush for
such books,” says Hosamani. He says
that the public have to make the best
use of the public libraries and spread
the book culture everywhere.



Array of challenges plagues
pedestrian overpasses

—y

FLORA ADELINE
BENGALURU, DHNS

he BBMP’s plan to construct11ad-

ditional skywalks (foot overbridg-

es) across the city may notreceive
a warm reception from Bengalureans.
A reality check conducted by DH on
several existing skywalks, which were
installed by the BBMP in various parts
of the city, revealed multipleissues: poor
maintenance, malfunctioning orabsent
lifts, inadequate lighting, and steep
stairs that pose challenges, especially
for individuals with disabilities.

Sophia High School junction
The L-shaped skywalk on Palace Road,
near Sophia High School junction, has
no elevators. There are educational in-
stitutions, restaurants and offices in the
vicinity.
“Thisamajorinconveniencetotheold
and the disabled,” said Gunjan Kumar,
afrequentuser of the skywalk. The lack
ofelevatorsisadeterrentto pedestrians
fromusing them and prompting themto
jaywalk across the roads instead.

KGRoad

The skywalk on KG Road, connecting
Mysore Bank to the court complexes,
has functional lifts, but users complain
of frequent power outages. The sur-
roundings are marred by unsanitary
conditions, with people urinating on
the walls and an unpleasant stench per-
vading the area. The worn-out roof and
scattered garbage, including beer bot-
tles, further deter pedestrians.

Umesh, a silk vendor, who frequents
this place thriceaweek, told DH, “Wom-
enand older people hesitate to take the
skywalk because of its poor state. They
would rather wait and cross the road,
which is otherwise a busy stretch. This

.
Bengaluru skywalks: Should

BBMP prioritise fixing them
instead of buildingthem?

The locations for the pro-
posed skywalks are Tank Bund

Kaikondrahalli Junction, RMC
Yard on Tumkur Road, NCC
Apartment on Outer Ring
Road, Bagmane Tech park

on ORR, Hoodi Junction, Old
Madrasroad (near GRT Jewel-

Paanstains deface wallsin
Hebbal's skywalk.

has been so bad for the last couple of
years and nobody has bothered to
make it neat for the public to use. It is
hellwhenitrains, water seeps through
theroof.”

Hebbal skywalk

The skywalk at Dairy Farm bus stop in
Hebbal connecting four roads has three
flights of stairs and no elevators. Paan
stains and litter remain uncleared for
days, leaving pedestrians wondering
whether using the skywalkisworth the
trouble of climbing the stairs.

Road), BHEL on Mysore road

“It’s a long skywalk and half of it is
covered by hoardings. Camerasshould
be installed for safety and to prevent
any sortof crime,” said Shama T, a col-
lege student who regularly uses the
skywalk.

The other skywalk at the Hebbal
police station has two non-functional
elevators, sporting an ‘under mainte-
nance’ notice. The skywalk at Mehkri
Circlestretching across tworoads, has
two elevatorsbutoneof themisinoper-
ative. Eachelevator canaccommodate
16 people.

Road, Chowdeshwariunderpass,

lers), Carlton Tower (Old Airport

Cracked bricks and structural
damage areevidentin the
skywalk on KGRoad in
Bengaluru on Saturday.

= I ’
Empty liquor bottles are scattered

along the pedestrian skywalk on
KG Road. DH PHOTOS/B K JANARDHAN

11 new projects

and Sarjapur road (near Kru-
panidhi College). Given most of
these roads are major corridors
with high traffic, the BBMP
believes the skywalk will provide
safe crossing for pedestrians. In
reality, walkers especially chil-
drenand senior citizens struggle
to climb the mammoth steps of
skywalks as the lift or elevators of
most skywalks do not function.

Jayanagar

The L-shaped skywalk in Jayanagar
3rd block connecting two roads has
three elevators that can accommodate
up to 8 people each. It is supervised by
a security staffer from 7:30 am to 7.30
pm. “Thefield officer assigned me here
because couples misuse the elevators
or people even urinate in here. There
are no public toilets or drinking water
facilities for up to a km from here”, said
Raja (change name), the security staffer.
Itwasbuiltin 2017 atan esitimated cost
ofaboutRs 4 crore.

Palike to do away with PPP model

have to hand over the skywalk after
the bidding par s ber of
years, not 30 years as fixed earlier.
The private agencies just made
their money and did nothing for the
upkeep of these skywalks,”a senior
official with BBMP told DH .

The official further explained that
they will now take up those skywalks

A senior BBMP official told DH that
BBMP had taken upa large number
of (skywalks) on the Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) model and that
was on a 30-year- lease period.
“Butthanks to poor maintenance
by the private agencies, we have now
decided to change thatand are bring-
inginanew time period in which you

that should be constructed and
maintained using BBMP funds.
“Ifatall there are advertisement
rights, we will make money from
those advertisements and use it for
the upkeep of the skywalk. Earlier,
the 30-year time period was our PPP
model; we are paying the price forit
now. Wearen't taking up that model

now. We are now saying, commen-
surate with the investmentand lo-
cation, each place will have dynamic
returns that we have to assess.”

The official said that the
existing skywalks’ maintenance will
be taken up by the BBMP and do
away with the maintenance linked to
the PPP model.

L

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Jan 28, 2024
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Despite increase In flat prices across
city, bigger the better, say B'lureans

Hybrid Work,
WFO Add To
The Demand

Chethan.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The demand for
bigger apartments refuses to
wane in Bengaluru despite
rising residential prices,
while Lavelle Road and Lang-
ford Road in the heart of the
city are the most expensive,
analysis of data from diffe-
rent real estate consultanci-
eshasrevealed.

According to data from
Anarock Group, the average
flat size increased by 26%,
from 1,175 sqft in 2022 to 1,482
sqftin2023. The city reported
an increase even on the five-
yearly basis. The average flat
size in 2019 was 1,280 sqft.

“The average flat sizes in
the top seven cities/regions
grew 11% annually last year
— to 1,300 sqft in 2023 from
1,175 sqft in 2022. Back in 2021
(1,170 sqft) and 2020 (1,167
sqft), the average flat sizes
across the top seven cities
were comparable to that in
2022,” Anarock said.

A deep dive into the data
across the top cities — NCR
(National Capital Region),
MMR (Mumbai Metropoli-
tan Region), Bengaluru,
Chennali, Kolkata, Pune, and
Hyderabad — reveals that
MMR and Kolkata were the
only ones where the average
flat sizes decreased in 2023.

Anuj Puri, chairman of
Anarock, stating that supply
of bigger luxury homes in-
creased significantly in 2023,
said, “Data indicates that
more than 1 lakh units (or
approximately 23%) of the
total new launches in 2023
were in the luxury category.”

Central B'luru costliest
Separate data from Knight
Frank India shows Bengalu-
ruobservedacontinuingmo-
mentum which showcased
progression in sales, despite
the headwinds arising from
elevated interest rates.

Shantanu Mazumder, ex-
ecutive director, Bengaluru,
Knight Frank, said, “This in-
dicates a continuation in bu-
yer appetite for home ow-
nership in Bengaluru and
ensures optimistic senti-
ment for 2024.”

The northern region of
the Bengalurumicro-market

Lavelle Road

Langford Town

[ 8,200

I 5,500

saw maximum residential
price appreciation of 12.2%,
while the central region con-
tinued to be the most expensi-
ve micro-market with resi-
dential prices ranging betwe-
en Rs 21,000 and Rs 31,519 per
sqft. A break-up of the data
shows Lavelle Road (Rs 21,000
to Rs 31,519 per sqft) was the
most expensive locality, follo-
wed by Langford Road (Rs

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Jan. 29, 2024
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Hebbal o 14,127

PRICE RANGE IN 2023

[ —— 21,000

[ 15,000

23,114

o I 8,300
I INagar | 15,034

e e 16,292

Source: Knight Frank
Research | Cost per sqft

15,000 to Rs 23,114) and Rajaji-
nagar (Rs 8,300 to Rs 18,034).
Overall, Bengaluru wit-
nessed an annual growth of
7%, reaching a weighted av-
erage price of Rs 5,900 per
sqft. The surge in prices was
predominantly fuelled by
growing demand, attributed
to the prevalence of hybrid
work structures and return
to office, prompting indivi-

31,519

M Minimum
M Maximum

SIZE MATTERS
FOR MOST

Bengaluru | Average flat
size increased by 26% in
2023 to 1,484 sqft from
1,175 sqft in 2022; on a
five-yearly basis, 16% jump
from 1,280 sqft in 2019
NCR | From 1,375 sqft in
2022 to 1,890 sqft in 2023
Hyderabad | From 1,775
sqftin 2022 to 2,300 sqft
in 2023
Pune | From 980 sqft in
2022 to 1,086 sqft in 2023
Chennai | From 1,200 sqft
in 2022 to 1,260 sqft in 2023
Kolkata & MMR were
outliers, seeing a drop in
8 average flat sizes in
2023 by 2% and 5%,
respectively

Source: Anarock Group

duals torelocate to the city.

“In response to this de-
mand, the supply of residen-
tial properties in the city is
also on the rise, evident in
the record-high launches ob-
served in 2023. Going ahead,
as the supply aligns with the
demand, itisanticipated that
the growth in prices will mo-
derate in 2024,” Knight
Frank said.
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SWR approves alignment of
suburban rail project’s Corridor 4

Groundwork may take time

asrailways yet togive land

MUTHI-UR-RAHMAN SIDDIQUI
BENGALURU, DHNS

he South Western Rail-

I way (SWR) has finally
approved the alignment

of the Bengaluru Suburban
Railway Project’s Corridor 4,
which will link Heelalige in
southern Bengaluruto Rajanu-
kunte in the northern suburbs
over 46.88 kmand 19 stations.

Groundwork, however, will
take some more time because
the railways s yet to give land.

On January 23, 2024, the
SWR’s Chief Track Engineer
approved the revised working
plan for the 23.67-km section
of Corridor4 (also called Kana-
kaLine).

The 23.67 km spans the
stretch between Baiyappana-
halliand Heelalige. The subur-
ban train tracks will be built a
little away from the main rail-
way line.

While the SWR approved
the alignment of Corridor 4
last year, the design had to be
modified for the stretch be-
tween Baiyappanahalli and
Rajanukunte (23.21 km) be-
cause of the ongoing doubling
work (Baiyappanahalli-Hosur,
41km).

The project agency K-RIDE
subsequentlyrevised the align-
ment for that section, and the
SWR has approved it, officials
in the know said.

The 149-km BSRP project
is a joint venture of the state
government and the railways,
which provides the bulk of
the land and has the final say
in alignment approvals. The
project has four corridors and
isto be completed by 2028.

Though K-RIDE awarded
Corridor 4’s civil work con-
tractto L&T on December 30,
2023, the company hasn’tbeen
issued the Notice To Proceed
(NTP) because of the delay in
alignment approval and land
agreement with the railways.

Without the NTP, the
contractor cannot start the
groundwork.

K-RIDE has reduced the
railway land requirement from
194.07 acres to 115.472 acres,
pertheDetailed Project Report
(DPR).

“We have given the kilome-
tre-wise land plan to the Ben-
galuru railway division. Once
the land plan is approved, an
agreement about leasing 115
acreswillbesigned,”aK-RIDE
official said.

Concrete is being poured into a pile cap at Hebbal on the
Bengaluru Suburban Railway Project’s Corridor 2, the only
line where groundwork has begun.. CREDIT: K-RIDE

Therailwayswill provide the
land at Re 1 per acre. K-RIDE
willalso require land from the
state government and private
individuals.

Yogesh Mohan, Divisional
Railway Manager, Bengalu-
ru, said the land proposal was
being examined and a reply

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, Jan 30, 2024
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would be given soon. “There
were some issues about the
quantum of land to be handed
over. It’sprimelandin the heart
of the city,” hetold DH.

The proposal will go to
the Railway Board and a de-
cision is expected soon, he
added.

Chandapura,
Challaghatta
extensions

K-RIDE has sought the
South Western Railway’s
(SWR) permission to
conduct a pre-feasibility
study to extend Corri-
dor 4 from Heelalige to
Chandapura on Hosur
Roadand Corridor 3 from
Kengerito Nadaprabhu
Kempegowda Layout,
Challaghatta.

AK-RIDE statement
onMonday elaborated
that the two extensions
were part of the 452-km
Phase 2 suggested by the
Department of Urban
Land Transport (DULT)
in April 2023.

In July, K-RIDE sought
the SWR’s permission to
conduct a pre-feasibility
study for Phase 2.

Even though the SWR
rejected the proposal
in November, K-RIDE
later submitted it to the
chairman of the Railway
Board.

On December 28,
itrequested the SWR
general manager to
reconsider the proposal
and recommend to the
Railway Board to approve
the pre-feasibility study.

The SWR’s approval is
awaited, K-RIDE said.



Don’tsink the money
on white-topping

| 4 I .‘he Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) is

expecting a record property tax collection this year.

That is the good news. The bad news is that BBMP
proposes to spend a large portion of this amount, that is
aboutRs 700 crore,on white-topping over 70 roads. While
the collection during thelast fiscalwas over Rs 3,300 crore,
the target for this year is Rs 4,600 crore. While BBMP
deserves a pat for collecting taxes well, the decision to sink
a substantial portion of the additional funds it expects to
collect on white-topping raises many questions. What’s
worseisthat many oftheroads that the civicbody proposes
toripapartandre-laywith concretearealreadysmoothand
well-maintained roads. A case in point is the 2.2-km-long
MG Road, which the BBMP plans to white-top at a cost of
over Rs 45 crore. This, at a time when many other roadsin
the city are in urgent need of repairs while several in the
city’s outskirts are not even motorable. Commonsense
dictates that the BBMP should first give attention to such
roads rather than to those that are in top condition.

The bigger question, however, is whether these con-
crete roads meet the conditions laid down by the BBMP’s
own Bengaluru Climate Action and
Resilience Plan (BCAP) which aims
to achieve net-zero carbon emissions M B\ /21
by 2050. As part of the plan, BBMP been
has established a dedicated Climate
Action Cell and introduced the #Blu- consulted?
GreenUru campaign to encourage B IETI]
citizen participation in conserving, RTTE{)]
restoring, and integrating Bengalu- BBMP'
ru’s natural infrastructure. Howev- : s
er, neither the cell, nor the residents JA[1[F1(3
welfare associations of the areas con- - @TRITTITIET 2
cerned, nor citizens atlarge have been
consulted about white-topping roads
or its impact on climate change. The
government argues that white-topping is cost-effective in
thelongrunasithasalifespan of 20 to 45 years. White-top-
ping of a one-km stretch costs Rs 9-10 crore as against Rs
70 lakh to Rs 1 crore for asphalting. Moreover, Bengaluru
already has the dubious distinction of being one of the
most congested and dusty cities in the world. If 70 main
thoroughfaresare dugup toberelaid, one canimagine the
nightmareitwill be.

For some reason, the BBMP believes that its primary
responsibility is to build roads, while other pressing re-
sponsibilities like schools, primary healthcare centres and
garbage clearance can be allowed to go to seed. There is
already a belief in the public mind that politicians across
parties and even bureaucrats are obsessed with white-top-
ping due to the huge kickbacks that they allegedly receive.
Instead of strengthening this suspicion, the BBMP and
Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar should ensure that
the additional funds are deployed where they are needed
the most, and wisely.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Jan 30, 2024
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16 flyovers, 10 overpasses,

12 underpasses to ease
trafticon PRR

NAVEEN MENEZES
BENGALURU DHNS

ixteen flyovers, 10 over-

passes and 12 underpass-

es will be a part of the
73-km peripheral ring road
(PRR), which is proposed to
connect Hosur road in the
south with Tumakuru Roadin
the north west of Bengaluru.
The project-estimatedtocost
Rs 27,000 crore—will be fully
funded by the private players.
In return, the Bangalore De-
velopment Authority (BDA)
has assured rights to collect
toll for 50 years.

As the eight-lane project
passes through 10 major
junctions and over 100 minor
intersections, the BDA has
planned flyovers in places
such as Hesarghatta Road,
Old Madras road, Whitefield
road, Channasandraroad, Ho-
sur road etc, which are high
density corridors.

Bridges have also been
proposed across as many as
seven water bodies, includ-
ing Chikkatogur lake, Gunjur
lake, Chikka Banahalli lake,
Chinnappanahalli lake, Tiru-
menahalli lake, Jarakabande
lake etc. The project alsocom-
prisessix cloverleaf-type over-
bridges to enable criss-cross-
ing of roads without getting
caughtin the traffic.

According to the BDA
officials, a six-month target
has been set to complete the
acquisition of 2,560 acres of
land required for building the
projectand another two years
to complete the construction

At aglance

Project cost: Estimated
at Rs 27,000 crore, with
funding entirely from pri-
vateinvestors. Inexchange,
these investors are granted
toll collection rights for 50
years by the BDA.

Land acquisition: Targets
the acquisition of 2,560
acres within six months,
with the land acquisition
costestimated atRs 21,000
croreand civilworksrequir-
ing an additional Rs 6,000
crore.

Greenfield expressway:
Plans include a 100-meter
wide expressway, equipped
with green spaces, utilities,
underground cables, foot-

work. The tender documents
did not provide much details
about the extent of land re-
quired for the project and the
compensation structure tobe
followed.

BDA Commissioner N Ja-
yaram was not available for
comment.

Earlier, the officials had
stated that the cost of acquir-
ing land is estimated at Rs
21,000 crore and another Rs
6,000 crore is needed for the
civilworks.

“The entire project will be
funded by the private players.
We will assist them in acquir-
ingtheland,” officials had said,
expressing confidence that
more players would partici-
patein the tender.

paths, cycle tracks, and
drains. The design also fea-
tures an eight-lane main
carriageway with service
roads on both sides and a
wide median for future Met-
roprojectaccommodation.
Additional lengths: Be-
yond the main stretch, the
BDA plans an extra 3.4 km
near Madanayakanahalli
and 4.08 km near Hebba-
godi to integrate existing
roads into the PRR net-
work.

Eco concern: The project
—which passesthrough Ja-
rakhbandereserve forest—
is yet to get environmental
clearance.

As per the designs made
public, the BDA plans to build
a 100-metre wide greenfield
expressway and has made
provision for greenspace, util-
ities,underground cable, foot-
path, cycle track and drains.
While the main carriageway
will have eight lanes, there
will be a service road on both
sides. The median has been
kept wide enough to accom-
modate Metro project in the
future.

While the stretch between
Hosur Road and Tumakuru
Road is 65.95 km, the BDA
has planned an additional
length of 3.4-km near Mad-
anayakanahalli and another
4.08 km near Hebbagodi to
link the existing roads.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, Feb, 2, 2024
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MAJOR PROJECT IN EAST B’LURU EXPECTED TO COST 3263CR

City’s first rotary flyover near
Sir MV Terminal receives nod

is expected to ease traffic congestion near

Sir M Visvesvaraya Terminal in Byappanahalli

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: The decks have finally been
cleared for construction of the city’s first
rotary flyover at IOC junction near Sir M
Visvesvaraya Terminal, Byappanahalli.
On Thursday, the state cabinet approved
the project aimed at providing seamless
access to the swanky terminal, connect-
ing important roads in and around Byap-
panahalli area, east Bengaluru.

The project is estimated to cost Rs 263
crore. The flyover will be 1.5km long and
along with it, a two-lane railway over-
bridge (ROB) will be constructed. This is
one of the major road projects in the city
approved by the Congress government.

BBMP engineer-in-chief BS Prahlad
told TOI that the presence of operational
railway tracks and space constraints at
the spot necessitated a rotary flyover.

“A comprehensive plan has been pre-
pared to integrate prominent roads in
the area. At IOC junction, we are not in
a position to build road infrastructure
at grade level due to the presence of
multiple rail lines, and a rotary flyover
is the most suitable option for us. This
type of infrastructure can be seen in
Chennai,” he said.

As per the proposal, the road infra-
structure will be built from ITC Limited
(towards Fraser Town) to IOC junction.

TRAFFIC CONTROL: The proposed 1.5-km flyover

Flyover to link
roads leading to
® Old Madras Road
©® Kammanahalli

® Banaswadi

@ Byappanahalli

@ Maruthi Sevanagar

From the rotary flyover, access will be
given to the terminal and roads head-
ing towards Old Madras Road. Motorists
coming from Kammanahalli and Ban-
swadi will also get access to the flyover.

“Motorists coming from all four direc-
tions will be able to use the flyover and
travel to whichever direction they want.
The road infrastructure will also provide
seamless access to Sir M Visvesvaraya
Terminal,” the official explained.

BBMP is also proposing to build a
ROB connecting Old Madras Road with
the terminal. “A ROB is already operat-
ing, connecting Old Madras Road with
the terminal. Considering the future de-
mands, one more ROB is proposed next
to the existing structure which helps ease
traffic congestion from the Indiranagar
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he govt gave post-

facto approval for
Rs 1,200 crore worth of
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the city and sanctioned
a fresh project of

side,” the of- [EETINEGEAIEWES (IR
ficial said. Chamarajpet at a cost of
South REEIIVGIERELE S]]
Western Rail- [EpZARGICR0Td 1R
way (SWR) ROUELGRTECS
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June  2022.

It is the first
swanky ‘airport-like’ terminal developed
by the railways with a centralized air-
conditioned system. Though the infra-
structure was ready in 2021, the absence
of good road networks forced the authori-
ties to delay commercial operations.

At present, the terminal sees 22,000
footfalls per day and close to 50 trains op-
erate from the point.

Source: The Times of India, p.3, Feb. 2, 2024
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