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AGRICULTURE

Reforms panel asks govt to legalise agri land leasing

BENGALURU, DHNS

he Karnataka Adminis-
Ttrative Reforms Com-

mission-2 (KARC-2)
has asked the government to
legalise leasing of agricultur-
al plots, a move whose impact
can be far-reaching by unlock-
ingthe potential of huge tracts
of land that are not being put

touse.

This is among the many
recommendations made by
KARC-2 whose outgoing
chairpersonTM Vijay Bhaskar
submitted his seventh report
to Chief Minister Siddaramai-
ahon Saturday.

The KARC-2hasdrafted the
Karnataka Crop Production
and Land Rejuvenation Bill,

which it said the government
must consider.
Atpresent, the law restricts

tenancy inagriculture (except
if the landowner is a defence
staff, seaman or if the land is
located in Uttara Kannadaand
Dakshina Kannada).
“Restrictive land leasing
laws have led to informal and
concealed tenancies without
security of tenure. This has
resulted in impeding invest-
mentsinagricultureand, thus,

adverselyimpacted productiv-
ity,” the KARC-2 stated. Leas-
ing restrictions have also led
tounused or fallow lands. Kar-
nataka has 21 lakh hectares of
fallow land - about 16% of the
total tillable land. The total
crop loss due to such fallow
lands may be Rs 8,000 crore
ayear, the KARC-2 said.

» Reforms, Page 6

Reforms, From Page 3

“The fear of agricultural lands
falling into the hands of the
sharecroppersor tenant farm-
ers after a specific period (due
to restrictive clauses) has also
led to landowners keeping
large chunks of lands fallow
rather than leasing them to
willing lessees in Karnataka.

With an enabling framework,
legalising land leasing could
correct such anomalies,” the
reportsaid.

Under informal leasing ar-
rangements, most tenants are
small and marginal farmers
belonging to SC/ST and OBCs.
“Lands are mostly leased out
by migrant land owners, land-
owning urbanites and big land

owners,’itsaid. Thereportsaid
informaltenancyleadstoinac-
cessibility of institutional crop
loans, inputsubsidiesand ben-
efits under various schemes.
“Such benefits are often ap-
propriated by landowners.”
The KARC-2’s seventh report
has 527 recommendations per-
taining tonine departments.
Ithasasked the government

to introduce a Tatkal system
for service delivery in a day or
two. “Itisafactthatwhenacit-
izen needs a service urgently,
she can pay a higher amount
informally and get it. There is
a need to formalise and insti-
tutionalise this system,” the
report said, adding that half of
thefee cangotostaffdelivering
theservice.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&3, March,

3, 2024

o SRRLHBITIT HE

BOTh: ‘BN, FNW, TIT
Jeondn esxSeIenTy SGQS)Q
225008 BRA0 30TIe 335 Aech
ANDBT. TPSE 08, TeT
TRY AT BRI TINY,
R wondes on tezyMy
29, BOBON [ROER TN,
Wz 29,

BOWOON TPORES B
TRFTS BB000NYTIE) 23005000
e Y3 NI
3/0¢0 T T IR TS
TOF) MY TR BHR
SBO0ZT.

ot 03B So0RH-
ngd & 200 200MRT ¢3o0d
eS0T, WONRVREN)  wFe
00); ST oD 2INYd
B0Mdn 2T B0 BRI,
MRRTs E3MEn BoohBe), Jewen
owm IO S0NHE
Bw,  BokeD,  Bonems,
SooZR, PeIm, B, Fow,
Wpedmy, 2530, Torvey
eRgondons AT
B0 TRTAL BPmY e

Continued...

BORHT  oeeRNER),
Reoozd wend  Erigdeots.
&30, BYS ToeHi, 20¢8, T5E,
ORI fAlVgielovirgtated)
T, dees Jperrtedmd
WTIgaD ERTIROTN BOHE
oleezned AFOmN. Tt

8,

TR0 IOMYRY B0
TZFOE  &ZoD  TOeeareIon
ONTRIE, OB,
QUTOBORN, R, WY
oM zeRZobndon St
Qe BOTD ‘W, H0e0r’
0306z TR QTR TBNGe
BIOE. WBZONLRD, WIWNE,
DRBRTL  Tte  waEeand
2503 367 BT1Y 2,630, TOTGFT
e 500), LoAKTN GIor
BRI JeweRns),  I0eST,
BRITINE  Tere  BRYYD
SRBNYd  I0ndn  dom
AT TOHT FOWMO  ANR,

533 BoFE3aTT N TP T1RYE Fs30M0D @ WTNT WHAT FBOR Aedrie 3590

cx dedfa 350205 33

oaabwado ¢} 0or1,\ormd) FQE® HBETVY W oaomd 23
Qeoasd adeemdod 11de D30 moefod Toewd wdrt 0% §3)
BReATLFHDO

JRNAT. SR X 6 WAV
do03  TOWOR  W0LREED
3018 e 200!

DRBRD 23T BesR3
SOROT 03 QETITOOD TR
odeexdne) 2n0reoR:s. ew
09 NeYem-B0RD  Tere
BRRTE, 0deed TerTiR0k-
T3, 3e0on 23 QeTossd 03/eezss
8 T[TEMGor Hos0sy TN,

Bedrier Tore SRNR SRS
$0nan Qe BOWI  Sevort
03 ReoeIO e 201589
IT0LNGS), 8 Tk BTAGTR
33eHzn NG, Bedrier 0ess
17 38, =IPnd F0RST 66
80 ed 2.3, 83 30N Qe
TOTL GVTIESTNT.

‘5e0TROT ¥ 2,300
&aees 208’

‘80T, Tt Teg, IFFTH
TB03eeNO FO=) 83
S0RREI S eeanead,
118 Eogoona), Seonfon
2TFN R 2,300 Eoes
2098 W0LeST’ 0T TR,
QeTRER0, DR T
DT T3 AT

28eRTRZ) BERTITH.

‘BeonROTOR TEd
ERBT0S T[0T TERT
280008, IO LI 9301
D TORTER 0TI

‘B, 9D, Reu[S
%e0T03 DT SAndors
30 eth 300D
03Rezso0T E80H IO
L03HFO BLYNOT. BTOR
WOMLT 88 JOTLIFRE) deh)
0L 03 3,038
©M3TNG. FHOWBNO,
O3ReENYR), TpeormedTen
T30 RS droridii
F0F0Y, SO I
TORRNT’ 0T BT




e&3

LoTiRe HBEOT..

o S doxnon cdeenm
B8, % 324 Boesdors 3378 eeurt
B HTING. SO0 GIT BT
TR0E Fevd TRF YIBID
BTN, BOR) BB HRRHES
TPERFRLORTITR TOTT HITHR-
0. e E3ER0BIT R
ReCHTO AN IROBY  TOTRT
ATV B HIMO oW,
TR SN,

BTN TEe TR sWoh
TRA0eED AGRIXR §e3, THow 13
gongs)  dH3ece  meRBaNom
2oRWT X 197 Bees IyYw
ooenii 20BF Bl IRFOBE
X O XATONG BA
TR 50S BTIW. s,
R, odeend  TewrreoRe.
clrezsons Bo0223edcy
HIMOL, IR,
@O, B0eeIR,  BOXAM,
Foon' okeed, Sedoms, R
Enewsaoth MY SSMYS Dech 28,
BREMSI TOS SWAT.

‘HonFBeE  BBh WAV,
sonde  cleerd  oBmMTE
FNOTRES dReEINY DFOTMDZ
mogdnde @ TeromH B
nz:gmmcs 80X InmEed) 20T
QEPHTY BTRFRE Doy, I FOTT

33

abuEosh, ok

BOL00N SR8 oevoms MGG Bopmnr 13 Beehdos 86

@, eommsab B&F BeoH 20m
acde  dndopeh.g3on  amEde
oe3ah  euTOdRENTNG 0T

POmGE 5TTT

w53

R 3ex0
F3: I I SIMO

SomciR 20¢ IRWOHEO ClREER
Fprorredns vogesde Sggn
DOZ)TIOOT THEITEIT BOT BI0IY.
wz3es oMW masoomnm
ey IBF Ik édzmal Naard
33, BT Srichdeyed. S030
Beezdd. U0 DRI IR
ReEBTT B0 BROMLL JOTTYLI-
3. ®oYen 0MEY et LA
GOBHFO TP WHOWIH
Q0T RO VT BTD.
ons, w3 ddeendneg ¥
BRINT TTT[e 70,

©EIRIE  BWMO:  TRONWRW
2goh  IoTEN B JecIO
oSpend  OVImMAT  woormde
T feome BEOR B Tex
FoBeozndh.  TD  JeceRO
o30en SMO HOLT, WNS. St
B MO YN, whHzonen
SFhE euS demerhd. SO
eres BRONED.

wEomE 28 ecEd
Oleexdon ToTFeF, HwE MY
SDOMZRODLTRNGS.  wOTE T
mosrteey 03 ReTeIO odeenIne
herimeoon  SomNmRn! wes
Taoh &e0dah mOwd, aleesd
Bozyn. ©dus sXmd Momeh
T30 mnesondnt T3 Qe TOHR.
SR  XOowRN  FeenTd
SREte pHHEE e FFOF,
TN,

20,235 BEEO* TS, DeRTIO
Poyy FODI QUREE  T0TT
23 RewIO  odeend 201300
etosmnos %03y JFOR BNA,
ToC BRUsY, T 225 Foes
DRF JPRBTTR B JETL WORY.
e3eds TMOCDOTRN
cleezole wEeeNs. 0H
MO WTZREFTNS. BT
00 ®Eew oloens

©303  BYBARNGOOT  ToTHes
LT LTS B SYOTTY SN

TORINAT TRES DEONA e
B0 REWOT ByRew, SOEINew,
xns.adeal TORSS 23 S8nen
e TRGT T 45.5 doeis IYR
odnens ZPFRA0RT.

B2 Sodon  aut.a.deed
RO AR 28 39 TN Jeh
TPBFD R 68 Soas T ddeend,

ECOTLH]

024

500D A3
0,30 D00®3
AEFU) 8083030 TRTRMD

g TR0 23 ReIO
olpezsing Heos

clperdied dFeRROBS.
deesRad SOAOT w38 eco-
NTER  OPEN  B.0.BRIAW,
wzyn, PEEg 2e0ned BoI)
gana»! 3 RO

7 80nert ech H0BHT T 80 Eaess
Suw cdeendohe OTFRR), [,
Tperrechd. §.680°.M0 So0Rss
o0, MTE 530 IHAOT 12

cleesd T TTET sooriaie oS
19780%  ©OOLTRN), 3087
FTROT r,.r\arvaoa odeezan
201208 Foohedess BRUSH. Jech
BoR) woomEde 2OMITMR
sdenne 6 =308 B3R e
EGON

W& VRB IR
Frexdit dech TP HIETITO
cdeesdn o mm@ow BVl
Do, 20 ESMEH Jed HODHI
o ddeendn Sm moleenzaRn
250 AETERNG. ST, TR, AW
TTVMD 2708 BT FTLD 2TH AT
B0 WG TN,

Be0ded 0D TG 03
0[O cleend R0ARES 46
38 00T WEID. PHMO
ZhIfeom 20 Iueride BEOS.
et BpenBod o0

LB Beerbed. wemh K033 smagao 2En 881 30 Red e BRAw RNn) nEdes 23 23N et BOABI T 15 Loes
aiRHTe BHFD, HITIAQOLL TF  FOIUR ToRerITNY, E3cH ReT0 BResIND APOTHTLS FuTS ol BT NS
B ABY 00 HO TR, DI, 00, R/W PRI, BOTH e FON ISTRTF HERINT IF WS dedRN  ZOTED
YT 50 RIT [FTHRWST. TOW BRETLHT, IRCI0T RS, BRA, Ve B2, BOF) TORT JVURT M M
IS Bdok BRI gang anag, mEEntones wmes dekah R SOM0T  FoEINA® TR
ROE 28, TG 03 AWID e o e, wogd, 830 Sed wodde Y oy, WRDURERNC  2gah  mhomes
cleendob® 22 BN D 3500m 000 8.20eT0%, 48 awwoss R0R B3NN Jedh W ? 30
30D 0T 0K, TN, S B3 = £ Boett BT oloedone IIDIT.
16 88T XOTBF WOANTITR B oI ol 3, W Baoimo
R0 e DT FTee EEr Jeh QD3 Desd 3. ©OwaAHY 20 SONGH Deh  2OBO3 § BN BEIE LN,
O WY, BROUALS- E) BODRT BREXN TR BTN, SOIRFD VYT BRAE.
®Qon e VNveR wKde 13 20190  ©03WE  HIMWO 88 200D 03662 OHTITO
~a§. ethed 78 83reA. 330 55‘3&9 BT 57 SN OBWT  HeFD Laehas DOFET ot i |
ToTBF BT MO ST0L- TER PN NRUAD-BNQT oleendone NG Doz 3wy, t3ENRTS J0FT Doty OB
hdone. 23 Re0ATO 0deezsd (X 60 Beess) 201108k WG, RSORS  2Pad BTN ZOSDER® ST 5eX0
‘B B TpeseniRoBT. Nedem m;,tm 48 88n1ér e AT THI), QHOVIMC  FFIRLT!P. ‘G 30 0B
Epieiatosialy] &3 BOWE OO 2o FOTIBE, PORST 80 WORWT oleendnd I=nud,
BoRDT  cleenod FeARTS Jeh mmm..muo Tipeiash gerics 57 80 LORT BWMO  Becs Bemt ey, oleerdngn
SRWT IR ©03 BorigaD 38, B SaF et RNG. TOIVMR NI BT, I Hed

elrs, 801 oo HF
a&em 2630 e =0
wotde 20, HOOS pee=
IRBTT, T AT
258 TRBURTS Jert’ Q0w
BOWTN ORES  SRTEOTR
MRS O3 SHOm ERURD T
=T,

Tovme  mgond  wembes
Jodh dLow, 108 RT3, IT
Y30 O0NEOT ReTIO v
€U3T  TOHROT  ERYAROBWE
30 30RW cdeesdne ISroar
253, 2018-1909  greord
oleesin BN, FeFRAYND-
T STFRERIE, SORTNG.

2030 TS 166 34 2ed
HONDS  oloens  GRAYLNS,
o B 30 BImONEe INRI.
R 100.82 dmess [yPwd ceobesrt
$e3 39 MY BORTT FTMO

ZOTREF ATOTNG 200 PRED
TRET B30 Bewh 3.

199909 TRODEAT  TOVRSET
SOLRATL TRFIE W8 oMswe,
IDAWOT  2eBZ 208 9FS AN
ecoeds cleesdane HFOTNTS.
R 23030aue ©OE TH WOF
FRE 20130 BTMOD FUTTREIIR-

0 P g,

Bn1doYe: 3800 TR,

‘ARFOH  TBIERLN  TBT,
T pen TOmT  emed
FAnorRhges. ©wd, e B
TOTRO  Eeed  pRd  Eemed
20860  BDEWT.  BEOOTRN
SRS HEMO :‘nsmm:.
Bep, T WBOW  BFMO

ech BONGY, 26T Bech TO2. M S LRND
$0r19ri Rech B0R%ED THTNG. Cloes ST
030 Qech T0TF HRBE WA D' B
2 4.50 80688 2398 EUETHEROBT. DR

D I3 BESd Qo0 A
TOTBILe T3.

SOOERMOT Q0 FTOFHE
Q0[O AT 0HHBIAYD
3920398,

 32.66 dpeis SO Re0n
BEs H3E 19 0nen e
02T cdeendn SIW wiTE-
AR, BT TOTOE, eI
DT STW, 36 deBe LoD
TDIWT.  WWO0W BB
Tgod Adowswh, cleensd HOWI
TN, T3 tdeariond Jedmon O
=T BRI TR,

R 205.32 &oess SYEO BRI
33 Tone PoReone FeITO
Fieolss 64 E0MEM Reth 20T
leessite BOR) AR SWTN.
IEE TOIMO SONGT.
201 8.2ve. FHy 170 S.20eDH
HTMOIRNS. BeRBES T3
Q¥ow, 308F seCwnNdomh T
SAFTIBOT clrerss SRHOA BT,

BN ge3T 23 30nen e

widet  2ORSS 10
gonen  amg, o,
TODOTS e TOLH.
38 oOWS  wosFY
8y 830 W
TITWOIB. ©B3, 6 BOVNT
BOY ITUENEOT HIMO IHC-
3700 JPRFIA0BY, TG
™Rmeo 0% wrrde Le), T0e-
BOIRNTRT. BT TRPFIALLD Q)
T8 wedoe 2ReE 20 23T -

2TN2 ROWIHY JeT) BOOWHOS
B Friegrien. aEdOR ©Oo3KFO
08y, TQEIRN Fesy, Feo weaben
WETRMIT. WORRINCTO 3
cleed ohTROMNS. evén 3B
SRy oleendnesy Jege
Tportedior  en3  Bewmd
OB IRBER' 20T 2TM-
%33,

o, 2dod mdwen  xIeR
BB e, Fart LBV R

2

28 sowoh 3¢
aw/aaa VTR M G3 03T
Tadeer, 83 Rech mm);s odeezs
MA0H MY 330 eudane
acde TS,

Rtk 2D 8 23
2e0eT0 eenariEd
2R0HOTY, 2 FRT,
TPRFRE0GE.
FID, 3O Torte
Forb I
et ZEGRI
oimz:mm

Source: Prajavani, p.3-10, Mar.03, 2024

"
Trsonds. TOF DT AETIO

& aedednB e 088
3?00 3| a3,

XS o Snet 03 AeTHTO
chpendt I neH BT,
M SBET. 8T, TSR
BOP) TN WAMBEST OB
B9, BT TOZIT WeTEIH O
B ORI TN T3 R0k,

TOOH e FPFEN XN,
3@, 8, e aenws
TED ToTB), TWHIB. Gemn,
BB, B He3 308 36 SYHY
SR0eD 83 ORI aleerSnYRy
OWRINRRTS  so3uFO e
£ q,sa LB BITWHIT. 2dad
50T Zres 98 IBT XTI
¥ et BOCLLBTHR)TD RELT'
QOTR BITHWRT) FTIOTHTRO® VT
ONRODTHTT.

U RbS:
0D §.4..
20655203 DD,
050° ZDoZDTA:
w3et gy,
ezt

. B0t

R TI
TRGAT0,
DDDIE 5.



©303e309) TT8 TF0LRE sueied) | SOBOIOL ¥PTIONY 3BT

mmﬁ mmae 300

® Bego’ DX, TOSHAT

shridhar.s@timesgroup.com
G20 3 ledort T wEg BEed. 0
wore FevE o ,u'm.aﬁ:waﬁ:d:&
=owo :if:ds Jud T, ~:$:3

womonert “cf T3 RoBk3 2003.

xoT0 ~4Mw‘.&'«:$_;.a Jﬁx""" BnEAR
n?ca nd‘f DN DS In&3. = B o]
":;o:::; COMRTS 1 wifodoRs euge T,
u:',c :3::;3:*,:1 wif a‘.;:;,,‘d: :::Ssﬁ, Ens

oRRDY IREOS “‘“ & NhY. B
an &.é:::,;:;: o, SR eaon S nREnl
QT wawz‘t:ﬁ:&o*‘“ T MIMSTRT.
LQmoND o3 IneDIY, o zﬂz:r@eao
ot FSdne dedorikh Iddatnrd
GO0, O TRERG .:z:ddoﬁ ".D‘a?»o
Einleomae] '::.,)E.‘N‘w\ ) “\‘;:'F' Sn@dan.
Mdﬁ deef?: B pedot WO
ua&m ~c=~'~‘ o, FwS S
(r a:u) wadsrEwn womonen .::.;‘r“
. & Lol FRIEDY, THIRNGE), 1A
SIRATS BREde A3F ST, :;r&d:;’..cswz‘
ne ‘c')a‘_a' aurie 33 ) waadars 9h
monh TR, T, -ero::‘_' o3
(SR oF) o wartat angd )
50 BRBONGY, 85 ol TERRTOADL Iy
omn wansdy owdd =38 R=p
RRELLED, R0dT ITIRW Siao) ...,_..'.‘*:',
W 20T O3 v&e YWOF RITLOR
EL FQadds, el wdMedoy ©f
FOMPOT WY, Lawh TF Bak i
Towor domoods wened oo o2 :}33:3

Tone LORIE s S@cdndde vd.

L

b

aRF)BE 0% 2

B 3 TUTTVER 3R
geson o waxmd

» ¥ SRreneR oF
WRATIBID

¥ TRR TF @ 3N
SROEE HIZODID

adRIBE 8
] &3

B TN LESROR
Hadochs Fdahogmd
B S euh Cakns
SN Sinvi v

& omD oI s
sR3cRN BTN
ERXTNGES

2 Sowot &A% ARtk
0 VRUEITT Toy &
Fouo O T3 % caernv.
TOE0 YAl odY eoehsd
IRaad, YosTTOR WO
WRBATL X vSHne 0.
Lotn B & FoLo FASKHE
X3 Sada, sl Feek Lo
Fpel ooy =3, amee
TR 7O IRTWLIT. WOE
QY F30T 10 SR wao Tdwe
2001 3 rbo&!o:bs:g‘ 20TRD
PaoeR 2e0x, & Padoaidolbe
AR 0 wRtNEd.

& Jowof Hors
wrcfEDo 0TI TR0 ALK gsort
LOSLTmN FomAD JRAT BHr dewetniv

‘& Forot omh BdadeRrvas.

& FWTAYO T uhidS, Ok & Tews'
3 Jdy, W Ststenon W S@ o
ARF T, T8 OF B VAT,
-8e0d® eus ernfsd, cesbdno
TomT Eevned Sy F& walons T eEy
Lot SO . 3N KXY SROED 8
Wl T TRRBARES, SRR WISTTAR TR,
TT LOROMDL BT SRTIY,
-R03¢ Sbew
SR wooems Wik Eakin eEmYn wloElne
SROED aRgdat wwEd of worf
SR, Fed SR of RaTuEbn,
~BAR0f someod wewsl shsad

Source: Vijayakarnataka, p.10, Mar.04, 2024



BHO03eN 6,750 E30° VOFE BRYD ORIV FC0T ITHET Wt

25053083 S303F

2SoneRT): T, XEFTH HIAM
80T, IFFT) JOORT), TFE
BT TzTID 263, 69,250
e evord Bend wdedn
RS JedT.

deomsy oo 8
03ResR0Nd ToRY eVSTR-
ORMDES Be 2502, BRYDOOD),
S8, 0BT,

3 Fem 62,500 8-
DOEDTD DS B,
OB,  S0E RTINSO
8RN0 oo BT, B3
28 TR AT 8Rd Hd
OTFEHR), 0BT BeTY,
ARty ANQTRATNS
TRITOBWIIE BRI, OF-
ATZRTTD 0T T, IBFT
8203, 8 IO, FOTT)
FOIDATW Q0T BToFET Taes,
AHBTIT =P0%S TNTOTLT
050N 38230,

3¥Mos  BITY  IIESH
Seeoed  [RRT 20
etnes  3eQ000T00T T,
T5F0R) BEADH RRe0TEBD),
omBRA, Be% Sweeomedt
45 DINY 5RTZY BT,

BIoFL3s el B
TR0 FTROBY T
BOFE3E Doy X®BIT [IR00ES
RTIOB/EHOT BB BIH
Ree0TIed  STOLITNGY, 263,
76 BeoTIER), SToheRNGs.

%o doxn  deomnvd
TEIFO° T, ISR 0603, TR,
TOTRIRNG. B0LT°NeF I3,
QT Beomnvd  Reeowes
Tgobrt HYoTMHEE Q0TH
FTITOTET OHTOND
30
RBeOTEITOTIS: 233 oML
BeIond) Tow, Reeonstd deow,
3003eRNES. BB T0B WONY
Q0% Beeomss JRBIT BF
BOTWOR.

BEAT) D0 TTLTES)

69,250 83T° SDOCRN RS

BIeorte WeJod BRIBONFE YD BB FeodBY e dacoredrt GZd VNPT

)9035, 2JE MU0 DI

RoNeD): 230200 2SN Be2)D 00083 FPTED WEED
BIT 280 3o LIEMRTD) T8 30D

‘28500 Y, IR, BYOTI®, WOLRY, RTINS
MR FONLROTEO TT) BT Fed 2.63), e BeOTNI),
3B030e7RNES. VTSI 0130 307D 3EMTTe Be2D I0T:E3E,
BT 0TI’ DOT) BOFE3E Toz, IHBT 3300063
FTIOBYT WETIO0RLT) B ALBTI.

‘BIH R/e0TER B FJFO T, 9O, BoRE THeITO
3653003 B23), FW)TOOT V0T B0 23er LI,
T 2T BT 301D 23EMeTTd QQon® Ee200NFe
(238, 238, 300T)) 3239, SOLPORTT. LS TR,

Sevzzen meandn 2,00 30N OF FRBRITYT.
BQTITT 23) W3 0N 200 FITITT” 0T e9TT

DFOATI.
BT woboD Sreomed D2ORO HINBS T
Sedoswe Brie Dedow R0DERWTOTNT.
TREINT). e e RN AETH I NN,
SIRTOOH 9085 IFE, Reeonsdn axg am), B
TNOTHTOHT Sergiodee 1egQ
ATIT, 63, BozSeas, T T, BATEI),
DADERW Jo0H) 0,3, DEDERM
QO BB, DECROIY wom) 2RV 20D AR YT

Y, ToBITYONY 20w
ge0ss, 00RNG. BT
2,00 BOZRUT® T, 2,000
20wes), 0003, WYRBRITNT.

B0, Reeoresd SRESST.
amen, Seeowed IOTWHSoHd
S@do. B0z IIE G
Re0TES TPBATIT.

Source: Prajavani, p.10, Mar.05, 2024

DAERD 3,50,000
ETRs) 175,000
BEDNLRD 55,000
B3 40,000
205 40,000
T 25,000
R0 5,000
DI 1500
TR 5IB 1,000

30T 2L 2)et3H2)e3 G,3M

BITWME: 220 BATENET 2302 SITRTS 2,
SD0IRT, WITINE, BRYIT Tere 8e0e0z)THE) 30 1
205 303, 380N, 2381, 8DOT &T0LRE Beeowts

B0k %oz! 63, deieca .

BT, LOINRTD), FeTLB Seomry 2@
BRIBMEEOTI 0BT B3 ZTP2TIN. BRITINFTO
2530 TOBANOTe TFTH 0 SO TODATIL.

BRTO BT 918 B 11,862 §0:30° 8050 H0%3T,
R0e003e8 TRR2TT. T2EONTTIR SOTT e[0T B3H
DETDAIHD. ‘ACER B3 Ree0rer =58 BOITTR
I3 BBROLRNG. 2R T8, BTI0E3I 8068 Be0T8,
2ORTHEES. Apes0zes 238r 88, Reeowses eT0z3TNTS.
D291 ZoFON BReNT. TR, F5000E SI% 10
TOOR’ Q0T FVBLROE B3 AOMS, TROTH.

3€8  11rioedon®  Faeo®
TE, e, Reeons
3neneoasoom el
OIS FFTRATD. ose
BRYIY IJFTT TOOIRADID.
09  Reeonmsd  Zoommon
B, DO JeI JZort
OFRO STHT0Z  T2N0IRT
), DEOWT WOS IIF
FRBERNG,
8303w 00T, 23Joh 880
TEIRT  DAR0200Y  3BHT
Reowsed BeonmY F3 IRY

Biatlalew)

Clelopk:oivelals SN Nelafa]
Jwow G IsHTh.
RZT  Sedrt TS To,
59,00,

ool el Q)
demu sk Reeontn
00T, kelalelela]
030 T @00e3R00.

88 T0TT INWOTET IR
saremdy,  &od A
STINRT FRORITH TOAZOVY
SO0,



Govt. notifies rules for
quick disposal of small
farmers’ cases in courts

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government has
issued a gazette notifica-
tion framing guidelines
for providing speedy dis-
posal of cases to help
small farmers and people
from economically weak-
er sections in courts with-
in six months.

President of India
Droupadi Murmu gave her
assent to the Bill - The
Code of Civil Procedure
(Karnataka Amendment)
Bill, 2023, passed by the
State legislature.

Minister for Law and
Parliamentary Affairs
H.K. Patil told reporters
on Monday that with the
notification of the Act and
rules, small farmers and
people from economical-
ly weaker sections need
not wait in courts to settle
cases more than six
months.

He said, “Person be-
longing to the weaker sec-
tion means a person
whose annual income
from all sources should
not exceed I3 lakh.”

Who is small farmer?

The Act defined that a
“small farmer” is a person
who holds not more than
two units of land and the
annual income not ex-
ceeding ¥3 lakh and his in-

e

With the notification

of the Act and rules,
small farmers and
people from
economically weaker
sections need not wait in
courts to settle cases
more than six months.

H.K. PATIL
Minister for Law and
Parliamentary Affairs

come drawn from agricul-
ture. Under the Act, a unit
meant two hectares of un-
irrigated land; or one and
one-fourth hectares of
rain-fed wet land.

It also meant that a half
hectare of land has facili-
ties for growing one irri-
gated crop or for growing
plantation crops or
grapes or coconut or are-
canut or sugarcane or
used for growing mulber-
ry by irrigation.

Plantation crop

One unit also meant a
quarter hectare of land
having perennial irriga-
tion facilities or facilities
for growing more than
one irrigated crop in a
year.

Under the Act, “planta-
tion crop” included car-
damom, coffee, rubber
and tea.

Source: The Hindu, p. 6, March. 5, 2024




Crop loss forces
farmers to head
out towards
greener pasteurs

RAGHOTTAM KOPPAR @Gadag

Farmers, who have been facing
drought for the last one year,
and whose crops were damaged
due to incessant rain in 2022,
are now migrating in the face
of financial erisis, unable to
buy seeds for cultivation.

A few farmers have now re-
sorted to selling their cattle, for
as low as Rs 50,000-60,000 an
animal, owing to fodder short-
age. During better times, each
head of cattle was priced up-
wards of Rs 1 lakh. In some
other villages, herds of cattle
have become weak for want of
fodder. The farmers of the dis-
trict are the worst-hit due to
rapid climatic changes in the
last two years. In 2022, the re-
gion received heavy rain, rav-
aging the yield. As a twist of
fate, the following year saw
drought take over the region,
making the farmers lose both
their rabi and Kharif crops.
Hence, farmers are forcibly
selling off their prized cattle.
Concurrently, prices for fodder
have also increased. Earlier, the
price for one tractor-load of
fodder was Rs 3,000, which has
now crossed Rs 10,000, worsen-
ing the farmers’ already worry-
ing situation.

Sangamesh Nayak, a farmer
from Ron, said, “There is
drought everywhere and we
have lost our crops consecutive-
ly. Several farmers are now star-
ing at a financial crisis. Cattle
are essential for cultivation,
and farmers are now foreed to
sell them off due to inflating
fodder prices, compounded by
the drought situation. We re-
quest the district administra-
tion to start fodder banks to tide
over the grim situation.”

“We are now starting a fod-
der bank to help farmers. In the
first phase, we will open fodder
banks at five gram panchayats,
each of which will have 4-5
truck-loads of fodder,” Gadag
district in-charge minister HK
Patil reiterated.

Source: The New Indian Express, p.6, March. 5, 2024




Close to 20,000 people throng
National Horticulture Fair 2024

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Around 18,000-20,000 pe-
ople visited the National
Horticulture Fair (NHF)
2024, which was inaugu-
rated on Tuesday at the In-
dian Council of Agricultu-
ral Research (ICAR) -
Indian Institute of Horti-
cultural Research (ITHR).
More than 250 stalls
showcasing various inno-
vations and technologies in
the horticulture sector
have been set up at the
three-day fair while 238
live demos of ITHR technol-
ogies are also being pre-
sented. Farmers from 20
states, 50 ICAR institutes
and Krishi Vigyan Kendras
(KVK), and many other go-
vernment organisations,
NGOs, Farmer Producer

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 6, 2024

Bengaluru on Tuesday. SUDHAKARA JAIN

Organisations (FPO) and
start-ups are participating
in the fair.

Along with varieties of
seeds, fertilisers, and other
agricultural equipment,
horticultural products like
millet breakfast bars, jack-
fruit cookies, tender coco-
nut milkshakes were also

exhibited at the stalls.
Visitors found the fair to
be quite informative and
diverse. Vinod Sundaram,
a regular at agricultural
fairs and also an organic
farmer said, “For the first
time, I am seeing stalls
from so many different
States — from Sikkim to An-

BULLET TRAIN PROJECT SENDS

FARMING FAMILIES INTO ATIZZY

435-km project connecting Chennai, Bengaluru, Mysuru will hit 28 villages in Ramanagara

daman and Nicobar. There
is quite a lot of information
about the species in diffe-
rent regions and how we
can grow them here.”

Prabhakar Bhat, who
grows arecanut and other
crops in Mangaluru, was a
first-timer at NHF. “I am
here to gather information
as this is a good place to
understand various ad-
vanced technologies and
innovations so that we can
use it for our crops,” he
said.

As many as 12 progres-
sive farmers, including five
from the Northeastern hill
region, four entrepre-
neurs, five FPOs, and five
KVK officials were felicitat-
ed for their contributions
to the horticulture sector
during the inaugural cere-
mony.

WORK DONE DO FAR

Desktop study work and
further preliminary route
development have been
completed in January 2023

Stakeholder discussion; other
activities (Environment
Impact Assessment Report,
etc.) have been completed

YATHIRAJU @ Bengalury

FARMERS from Ramanagara
district, who depend on agri-
culture, horticulture and dairy
farming, are apprehensive that
they could lose their rich, fer-
tile land to the 435-km Chennai-
Bengaluru-Mysuru Bullet
Train project.

The district administration
is taking steps after the Nation-
al High-Speed Rail Corporation
Ltd (NHSRCL) requested the
deputy commissioner to pro-
vide revenue maps of 28 villag-
es, which are likely to be affect-
ed, to prepare the detailed
project report.

The NHSRCL has informed
the DC that the consultancy
services for the project has
been handed over to private
agencies and that the DC should
provide necessary assistance to

these agencies.

In turn, the district adminis-
tration has written to the gra-
ma panchayats, along with the
details of the survey numbers
of lands to be taken for the cor-
ridor, the extent of land and
owners of those lands.

The personnel involved with
the project are visiting the vil-
lages and collecting Aadhaar
cards of farmers, who are like-
ly to be affected. The project
team is also informing the vil-
lagers that a railway line could
pass through their lands. After
the DPR is prepared, the pre-
liminary notification will be is-
sued for the acquisition of
lands, sources said.

“We have seen about three
proposed alignments marked
in and around our villages. But
we are now worried as it is said
that the line marked on our

land is the one that is being fi-
nalised for the project. We will
geta compensation for the land,
but what can we do if our main
livelihood of agriculture is
gone,” said a resident of Kud-
luru village in Channapatna
taluk. He pointed out that hun-
dreds of acres of farmlands, on
which coconut, mulberry, ba-
nana, paddy, ragi, mango, etc.
are grown will be lost to
farmers.

Another resident said there
is a silver lining among people
in the district because the
groundwater table has re-
charged because of a lake-fill-
ing project and villagers are
involved in agriculture, horti-
culture and dairy. Those who
have large parcels of land will
not be affected by families who
have more than a piece of land
may not be worried if some

parcels of their land is gone for
the project but those who have
only a piece of land will be se-
verely affected, he added.

Talakuppe, KG
Bheemanahalli,
Belakempanahalli, Bananduru,
Badadi, Kenchanakuppe,
Kallugopanahalli, Kempanahalli,

Mayagondanahalli, Kethohalli, Basavanapura,

and alignment has been
finalized in May 2023

Light Detection and Ranging
survey and alignment design
and balance activities are

under way

Kotthipura, Shidlakallu, Acchalu, Acchalu state forest,

Vibhuthikere, Bommanahalli, Brahmanipura, Thagachagere,
Thimmasandra, Sunnaghatta, Honganuru, Kudluru,
Hottiganahosahalli, Chakkere, Kuranagere, Chakkaluru and Kukkuru.

Source: The New Indian Express, p.14, March. 6, 2024




Coconut growers gather in panic to
register for copra procurement

Many growers stood in queue for hours and some slept on the premises of APMC market on Sunday night as they were not ready to miss any chance

The Hindu Bureau
SHIVAMOGGA

undreds of farm-
l-lers on Monday
stood in queue at

APMC markets in Hassan
district to register their
names for ball copra pro-
curement at the support
price. Even though the re-
gistration process was
scheduled to begin at 8
a.m. on Monday, many
reached the registration
counters as early as Sun-
day afternoon.

The growers stood in
queue for hours in Chan-
narayapatna and many
slept on the premises of
the market on Sunday
night, as they were not
ready to miss any chance.

There were around
2,000 growers in the
queue in Channarayapat-
na by 7 a.m. on the day.

The scene was similar at
Arasikere, Nuggehalli,
S.Belgola and  other

centres. The district admi-

Coconut growers gathering at APMC Market in Channarayapatna of Hassan to register for copra

procurement on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

nistration deployed poli-
cemen to handle the
crowd at these centres.
Following the dip in the
price of copra in the open
market, the Centre grant-
ed permission to procure
69,250 tonnes from the

growers of Karnataka at
the support price of
12,000 per quintal. The
National Agricultural
Cooperative ~ Marketing
Federation procures copra
through the Karnataka
State Cooperative Market-

ing Federation. At the rate
of six quintals per acre,
from each farmer, a maxi-
mum of 15 quintals can be
procured.

As part of the proce-
dure, the growers have to
register their names with

relevant records. In a day, the officials can
register a maximum of 250
Why fresh registration growers, if there is no

Earlier, the registration
was scheduled for Febru-
ary 5. Surprisingly, the
process ended within the
first three days as the
quantity of copra regis-
tered for procurement
crossed the allotted limit.

There were allegations
that instead of farmers, it
was the traders who regis-
tered in large numbers in
that short span of time.
The growers staged prot-
ests, alleging irregularities
in the whole process. They
suspected the involve-
ment of officers with the
traders.

MLASs representing the
coconut growing areas
raised the issue during the
recently concluded legisla-
ture session as well. Final-
ly, a fresh request was an-
nounced on March 4,
cancelling the old one.

Registration is done
between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.

breakdown of the network
or delay in scanning. Ho-
wever, the number of
farmers gathered is sever-
al hundred.

Srihari, Deputy Direc-
tor of Agricultural Market-
ing at Hassan, told The
Hindu, “The farmers are in
panic, as in the previous
case the process ended
within three days. They do
not want to miss the
chance this time. A large
number of people are
gathering at centres. The
staff can register a maxi-
mum of 250 people a day.”

Of the 69,250 tonnes to
be procured, the quota al-
lotted for Hassan district is
17,500 tonnes. “The regis-
tration process will end
automatically when the
quantity of copra that
growers offer through this
process crosses this limit.
Hence, the farmers are in
a hurry,” the officer said.

Source: The Hindu, p. 6, March. 5, 2024
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Decentralisation

Rs 856 cr released
to districts to
address water
woes: Minister

‘Atotal of 116
villages, 57
municipal wards
facing drinking
water problem’

———
BENGALURU DHNS

evenue Minister Krish-
Rga Byre Gowda said on
riday that the 7,377
villages and 1,272 wards in
the state were vulnerable to
drinking water crisisand that
the governmentwas prepared
totackleit.

Speaking toreporters after
holding a meeting with the
officials of the department,
the minister said, “A total of
116 villages and 57 municipal
wards in the state are reeling
under drinking water prob-
lem. Currently, we are supply-
ing water to the affected vil-
lages and the wards through
tankers. The department is
prepared to tackle the crisis

Krishna Byre Gowda

by identifying 7,080 private
borewells. We have already
tied up with 3,757 private
borewells to supply water to
the affected areas.”

“Tenders have been called
at the district, taluk and pan-
chayatlevels for water supply
through tankers. The chief
minister has directed the of-
ficials to supply water within
24 hours. The officials have
taken necessary measures to
supply water through tankers
in the crisis-hit villages and
wards,” the minister said.

The minister added that
the government has released
Rs 856 crore for the districts
topaytheborewell and tanker
owners. The payments will be
made once in two weeks, he
said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.11, March, 2, 2024
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100 taluks in State hit by
drinking water crisis: CM

It is estimated that 7408 villages and 1,115 wards in urban local bodies would face drinking water

shortage. A helpline and a control room would be set up for monitoring the drought situation

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

lose to 100 taluks in
C Karnataka have
been facing severe

drinking water crisis and
tankers have been pressed
into service to supply wa-
ter to residents. Similarly,
drinking water is being
supplied to 96 wards of the
Bruhat Bengaluru Maha-
nagara Palike (BBMP) in
Bengaluru, and 250 tank-
ers have been deployed to
mitigate drinking water
needs of the city.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Tuesday took
stock of the situation in the
State by holding a video-
conference with Deputy
Commissioners and CEOs
of ZPs and said 98 out of
236 taluks have been fac-
ing drinking water crisis
owing to drought. The
State had declared 223 ta-
luks as drought-hit.

It is estimated that 7,408
villages and 1,115 wards in
urban local bodies would
face drinking water shor-
tage. Agreements have
been signed with owners
of private borewells to sup-
ply water to drought hit vil-
lages/towns, he said.

Steps have been taken

A private tanker selling water at Hesargatta main Road in Bengaluru on Tuesday. SUDHAKARA JAIN

for water supply in villages
and towns through repair
of government borewells,
hiring of private borewells,
and use of tankers.

Officials have been told
to respond to the grievanc-
es of people by closely
monitoring the social me-
dia tools. Noting the crop
loss that has occurred ex-
tensively, the Chief Minis-
ter said I631 crore had
been disbursed to 33.25
lakh farmers.

Mr. Siddaramaiah said
the drought-hit villagers
have not been migrating to

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 6, 2024
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cities owing to the impact
of “guarantee” schemes
implemented by the go-
vernment. Close to 4.5
crore people have been be-
nefiting from the welfare
schemes of the govern-
ment, he said. He reiterat-
ed that the Centre had not
approved the State’s de-
mand for 150 days of la-
bour under the MGNRE-
GA. The amount too not
has been sanctioned for
the people who had
worked under the scheme,
he said.

A helpline and a control

room would be set up to
monitor the water crisis
and drought. There was no
shortage of funds for relief
work, he said.

A sum of ¥854 crore was
with the Deputy Commis-
sioners and they were
authorised to take deci-
sions on supplying drink-
ing water in tankers and
drilling borewells, if re-
quired, said Mr. Siddara-
maiah.

Task forces have been
set up in each district for
handling the water situa-
tion and fodder, he said.

Back to Contents
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Water crisis hits industries,
production costs soar

Impact felt mostin units
that are water dependent

v

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

he city’s water crisis is

I hitting industrial pro-

duction hard, as they

struggle to access water to

meet their employees’ basic
needs.

Industrialists say that the
increased cost of procuring
water is driving up produc-
tion costs.

For instance, the cost of
producing phenyl and oth-
er home cleaning products
rose by at least 10% due to
the water crisis, said Asha
NR of Asha Chemicals that
functions in the Machohalli
(BengaluruNorth) industrial
area.

“Since our borewells are
dry, we have to depend on
tankers, which are expen-
sive. As a result, the produc-
tion cost has gone up by at
least10%,” she said.

Though all the industries
in the city are reeling un-
der severe water crisis, the
impact is particularly pro-
nounced in those industries
that are water dependent.
Among the worst hit are tex-
tile processing units, chem-
ical industries, and paper
manufacturers, industrial-
ists said.

“Since these industries
depend heavily on water,
they are the worst hit. If the
situation continues, many of
themwill have to temporarily
shut shop as they cannot af-
ford to keep buying water at
such highrates,”said Suresh
N Sagar, governing council
member, Karnataka Small
Scale Industries Association
(KASSIA).

Though some industries
willmanage to survive by hik-
ingthe prices of the products
they sell, others may have to
closedown until the situation
gets better.

“Evenasmall-scale textile
processing unitrequires one
lakhlitresofwateraday,”said
Ashok Chakravarthi, who
runsatextile processing unit
near Basaveshwaranagar.

“With poor supply and
dry borewells, we do not
know how to manage thesit-
uation. This is the situation
even though we have an in-
house Effluent Treatment
Plant (ETP). Now, since the
orders are relatively low, we
are able to manage. In the
next few months, we will
have to refuse to take orders
if the situation does not get
better,” Chakravarthi said.

Basicneeds of workers
Industry bodies also point to
units that are struggling to
meet the basic needs of their
workers.

“Consider a garment fac-
tory where there are hun-
dreds of workers. In such
industries, they are not able
to meet the basic needs of
workers. The situation has
turned worse this year with
majority of the borewells
running dry,” said Shiva Ku-
mar R, president, Peenya
Industries Association.

Industrialists are con-
cerned about water man-
agement for the next three
months.

“The situation is so bad
rightatthebeginning of sum-
mer. We wonder how we will
pull through the summer,”
Sagar said.

‘Open to using treated water’

Industrialistsarereadyto withtreated water so that

usetreated water to beat
thelooming crises but
find no system that would
allow them toaccessiit.
“We want to use
treated water butalack
of system and means to
accessisahindrance,”
Shivakumar from the
PeenyaIndustries
Association said. “The
authorities should have
planned and provided us

Awoman and her child pushacart withempty water cans meantfor reﬁlliné,v

we could have tested and
planned onits use. But,
no initiative was taken in
thisregard.”
Acknowledging that
the process of getting
treated water is not seam-
less, Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB) chair-
man Ram Prasath Mano-
har Vsaid they will soon
meetall the stakeholders

tounderstand how they
can supply treated water.
“Wewillsoonholda
meeting and understand
their requirements.
Based on the discussions,
we will make arrange-
ments to supply treated
water,” he said.
Asalong-term mea-
sure, the BWSSBis also
planning tolay pipelines
tosupply treated water to
industrial areas.

e
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o 2

at Benson Town in Bengaluru. bH PHOTO/BK JANARDHAN

BBMP sets up controlroom,
appoints nodal officer

BENGALURU, DHNS: With
an aim to address the wa-
ter shortage in the city, the
BBMP has set up a control
room at its head office and
appointed a nodal officer to
address the problems.
While residents of the 110

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, March, 5, 2024
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villagesinthe city’speriphery
can contactthe BBMP onthe
helpline 1533 to raise com-
plaints about water short-
age, residents of the other
wards in the core areas can
dial1916.

That apart, acknowledg-

ing that the 110 villages are
the worst affected since they
do not have an operational
Cauvery water connection,
adedicated nodal officer has
been assigned to each of the
35 wards that fall under the
110villages.
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‘State wants to be $1 trillion economy by 2032

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Large and Medium Indus-
tries Minister M.B. Patil on
Monday said Karnataka
has set its eyes on becom-
ing a $1 trillion economy
by 2032, by growing at a
sustained rate of 18%.

The Minister stated this
while addressing dele-
gates from over 30 coun-
tries at the 54th World
Trade Centers Association
(WTCA) Global Business
Forum, being hosted for
the first time in Karnataka
and for the second time in
India. The event jointly or-
ganised by New York
World Trade Centers Asso-
ciation and Bengaluru
World Trade Centers Asso-

Large and Medium Industries Mlnlster M.B. Patil and Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar at the 54th World Trade Centers
Association Global Business Forum in Bengaluru on Monday.

parks and clusters on sev-
eral thousands of acres of
industrial land in the
Beyond Bengaluru region.
Modernising supply
chains by connecting de-
veloped and proposed
clusters to ports, rail and
air would also give the sec-
tor a significant boost.”

In the last five years,
per capita income in the
State has increased by 62%
and with the huge poten-
tial for growth and un-
tapped markets, it will
continue to provide op-

ciation was inauguratedby ~ “Together with the private  portunities for all, he ob-
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.  sector, the government served. The State was also
Shivakumar. has been supporting ma-  partnering with technolo-

Listing the initiatives
being taken up by the go-
vernment to achieve such
a target, the Minister said,

nufacturers with various
land and infrastructure in-
terventions for setting up
plug-and-play industrial

Source: The Hindu, p. 6, March. 5, 2024

14

gy companies to leverage
industry 4.0 technologies
and it will drive automa-
tion and develop Al-po-

wered subscription pro-
ducts or services, he said.

“Our Industrial Policy
for the period 2020-25
provides multiple finan-
cial incentives to create fa-
vourable economics for in-
vestors. Further, We will
soon bring in a new clean
mobility policy that aims
to position Karnataka as
the premier destination
for Electric Vehicle (EV)
manufacturing,” the Mi-
nister said, while referring
to the State’s plans for
boosting the economy.

Mr. Shivakumar, who
inaugurated the event,
said that Bengaluru is
emerging as a global hub
for education and is at-
tracting students from
around the world.



KPTCL plans five-acre underground
substation through PPP model to

augment transmission network

KPTCL will lease out land above the substation for 35 vears to the private party who can set up real estate assets

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

or augmentation of
F its transmission net-

work to cater to the
growing power demand in
Bengaluru, Karnataka Pow-
er Transmission Corpora-
tion Ltd. (KPTCL) is plan-
ning to upgrade its existing
Air Insulated Substations
(AIS) to Gas Insulated Sub-
stations (GIS) through pu-
blic-private  partnership
(PPP) model.

Currently, there are 149
AIS and 22 GIS in Bengalu-
ru. Among the 149 AIS, a
few will be taken up for re-
development and redesign
by KPTCL. The first is a pi-
lot project planned at the
Anand Rao Circle substa-
tion. In the first-of-its-kind
project in the city, KPTCL
plans to take the substation
underground  sprawling

aLE
I

Energy Minister K.J. Gearge

across five acres.

Under the project,
KPTCL will lease out the
land above the substation
for 35 years to the private
party who can set up real
estate assets. While the ow-
nership of the land and the
substation will lie with
KPTCL, the Operations
and Maintenance (O&M) of
the substation and the real
estate development will be
borne by the private deve-

loper. Upon completion of
the lease tenure, the real
estate will be transferred to
KPTCL.

According to projec-
tions, the electricity de-
mand in Bengaluru for fi-
nancial year 2024-25 is
stated to be 22 billion units
while the peak demand is
stated to be 3.6 Giga Watts
(GW). The projections
show that by 2030, the de-
mand will reach 33 billion
units while the peak de-
mand will reach 5.4 GW.

“We need more substa-
tions with higher capacity
in Bengaluru due to in-
creased consumption from
Electric Vehicle (EV) and
other industries in and
around the city. Old sub-
stations required more
land and had lesser capaci-
ty. With these new com-
pact substations, we can
reduce land usage and in-

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 7, 2024

crease capacity,” said K.J.
George, Energy Minister,
during a press conference
on Wednesday. He added
that the plans for redeve-
lopment of substations are
still at a preliminary stage
and would be taken for ca-
binet approval after assess-
ing the response from sta-
keholders to the concept.
The officials of the de-
partment also said that the
plan is to first redevelop 15
substations which could
mean 30-40 acres of land
spread across Bengaluru.
“We would need to con-
duct a detailed study of
each location with design,
feasibility, viability, and re-
venue for both govern-
ment and the developer.
The building designs will
reflect the aesthetic of the
city and will align with
‘Brand Bengaluru’. We will
consult experts for the

same,” said Gaurav Gupta,
Additional Chief Secretary,
Energy Department.

No burden to

the consumer

With the projects taking
place under PPP model,
KPTCL would not have to
incur any capital expendi-
ture.

“KPTCL wants to invest
and create infrastructure
without burdening con-
sumers. These projects will
also have other benetits in-
cluding reduced construc-
tion time, footprint, re-
duced safety risk and
lower maintenance cost.
The idle land in the substa-
tion premises can be deve-
loped into real estate
which will also be expect-
ed to generate employ-
ment,” said Pankaj Kumar
Pandey, Managing Direc-
tor, KPTCL.

Amid various challenges, women start-up founders
find ways to thrive and support one another

As per data from Tracxn, only 6.97% of Venture Capital-funded money went to Indian start-ups with female founders in 2023. In Karnataka, the figure was lower - 3.11%

Shilpa Elizabeth
BENGALURU

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

scaling up a difficult

process.

ments,” she says.

men in the ecosystem
swear it’s not all doom and

not meet for drinks on a
Saturday night. We might
meet at 10 or 1l in the

n the eve of wo-
0men’s day, a post
by angel investor

and business strategist Jer-
mina Menon on LinkedIn
garnered some attention.
In the post, she described
how Vineeta Singh, foun-
der of the ¥420 crore
brand Sugar Cosmetics, re-
portedly faced challenges
securing investment for 2019
her company because of 5,
her gender.

As per data from
Tracxn, only 6.97% of Ven- 2022
ture Capital-funded money 2023
went to Indian start-ups 2024
with female founders in

2021

Women-led start-ups
in Kamataka

1,851

Total VC fundingn | Total VC funding
women-founded
Karmataka start-ups | startups

629,693,863
1,255,698,743
2,262,417,478
1,969,297,285
95,614,274

12,000,000
(Till March 6)

How women-led start-ups fare

Karnataka data

Tanul Mishra, founder
and CEO of Bengaluru-
based fintech incubator
Afthonia Lab, believes that
the change in the Indian

cvsetva‘llstarl—UDs % of et ™S start-up ecosystem has
MEE s been faster and better
sartups  19.66,

19,163

in Karnataka

pyerpvemeny Founded
,428,287,7 o

4623849702 500
1846,18,03262 o0
10,854318,810 2091
3,076,352,683 2022
353,270,854 2023
20

2023. In Karnataka, the fi-
gure was lower - 3.11%. Da-
ta also shows that the per-
centage of women-led
start-ups in Karnataka
stands at a mere 9.66%.
The good news, howev-  ties
er, is the emergence of
more women-focused

Source: The Hindu, p.

funds, women-headed in-
cubators, and an increased
sense of sisterhood perpet-
uated through communi-
of
entrepreneurs.
Shreya Krishnan, MD of

24
Data credits: Tracxn _(Till March 6)

women

Total no.
of firms

founded in
Karnataka
by women

AnitaB.org, an NGO that
supports women in tech,
notes that women foun-
ders often have to put in
more energy and effort to
get funded than their male
counterparts. This makes

when compared to global
numbers. Nevertheless,
she feels two areas need to
see more momentum. Wo-
men founders see more
cheques being written for
them in the early stages of
their start-ups. Towards la-
ter stages it gets difficult,
Ms. Mishra says.

“The other is that
checks are being cut for
women entrepreneurs in
certain segments...When
you look at more tech-hea-
vy domains like fintech or
space tech the number of
women founders is lesser
and the number of invest-
ments that go to them even
lesser than what you
would see in other seg-

2, March. 8, 2024
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Alternative options
According to  Susmita
Ghosh, AVP- Women En-
trepreneurship and Head -
Funding Desk at NSRCEL,
not just Venture Capital
(VC) money, but other ex-
ternal financing options
are also not easy to come
by for women founders.
“VC is one of the options. I
think banks and others
have much more appre-
hension about giving loans
to a new female founder.”

She also notes that of
the 70 Central schemes
and 433 State schemes for
entrepreneurs, only 7% fo-
cus on women beneficiar-
ies. “There is no way to
find out which schemes
are these unless you
browse through different
Ministry websites and dig
them out. Access to rele-
vant information is very
important.”

Despite the odds, wo-

gloom anymore.

Silver lining

Jayanti Bhattacharya, co-
founder of Bengaluru-
based India Hemp and Co,
feels that things are slowly
changing and points to sev-
eral initiatives including
NSRCELs networks that
reach out to rural women
entrepreneurs, CSR initia-
tives that support and
mentor women and VCs
with a dedicated focus on
women  entrepreneurs.
More women are also par-
ticipating on the ‘other
side of the deal table’ as in-
vestors and incubation
heads.

“A lot of women-led net-
working groups have come
up, and they are doing a
phenomenal job of sup-
porting each other. Men
have always had bro clubs.
Now women are doing it
onour own time. We might

morning for coffee, but it’s
efficient. It's fast. These
networks empower wo-
men and create a safe
space to ask questions, to
not be shut down, to not be
ridiculed”

Interest among female
students to join entrepre-
neurship courses  also
seems to be on the rise.
Five years back when CMS-
Jain (deemed-to-be-univer-
sity) started the BBA - En-
trepreneurship (WoW)
programme, of the 21 stu-
dents who enrolled, only
three were women. The
current batch has 11 wo-
men out of 40.

“It is largely because
there is a culture building
up back in schools for idea-
tion. Families are also to-
day encouraging girls to
turn into entrepreneurs,”
says Anila Bajpai, who
heads the programme.

Back to Contents




EDUCATION

Over half of the sanctioned
teaching posts in UoM vacant

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

Over half of the sanctioned
teaching posts at the centu-
ry-old University of Mysore
(UoM) are lying vacant,
with no appointments
done since 2007. In this
scenario, the university
was banking on the guest
faculty to carry out the aca-
demic activities with only
290 permanent teaching
faculty remaining out of
the sanctioned posts of
640.

How come the reputed
centre of higher learning
like the UoM manages the
day-to-day teaching in the
aftermath of serious shor-
tage of faculty? Has the
shortage affected the re-
search activities?

Vice-chancellor N.K. Lo-
kanath said in Mysuru on
Friday, that the university
had written to the govern-
ment to fill up the vacant

posts making appoint-
ments at the earliest to en-
sure academic excellence.
“It has been assuring us
that it will take up appoint-
ments; we are awaiting the
government’s response on
when the process can be
initiated.”

Prof. Lokanath said 850
guest faculties were ma-
naging the academic activi-
ties in view of the vacant
posts.

Registrar V.R. Shylaja
said more than half of the
non-teaching posts are also
lying vacant in the univer-
sity. Out of 1,349 sanc-
tioned non-teaching posts,
less than 500 posts are
filed and the remaining
are vacant.

New varsities hit UoM?

With the formation of un-
iversities in districts in-
cluding Mandya and
Chamarajanagar  which
were earlier the PG Cen-

Source: The Hindu, p. 5, March. 2, 2024
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ters of the UoM, the scope
of the UoM has been re-
duced drastically and so
the  students  taking
admissions.

“We had 236 colleges
under the UoM jurisdic-
tion, including Mandya,
Chamarajanagar. With new
universities coming up in
those places, the number
of colleges has come down
by nearly 40 percent. UoM
has just 111 colleges affiliat-
ed to it while the rest are
now attached to the new
universities,” the VC said.

Prof. Lokanath admitted
that the resources to the
UoM had been affected by
the colleges’ affiliation
shifted to new varsities.

The VC said he was not
aware of the development
when reporters asked
whether the present go-
vernment was rethinking
on whether to continue
with the new varsities or
merge it back with UoM.



Savitribai Phule, Periyar, and
progressive Kannada writers to
make a comeback in textbooks

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The literary works of va-
rious progressive writers,
including Girish Karnad, P.
Lankesh, Devanur Maha-
deva, Mudnakudu Chin-
naswamy, and Nagesh
Hegde, among others, will
make a re-entry into Kan-
nada language textbooks
from the 2024-25 academic
year in Karnataka.

The Textbooks Revision
Committee, headed by
Prof. Manjunatha G.
Hegde, which has submit-
ted its report to the govern-
ment, has also recom-
mended  reintroducing
lessons on radical reform-
ers such as Savitribai Phule
and Periyar, and a few oth-
er subjects that were ear-
lier dropped from the les-
son “Social and Religious
Reform Movements” in the

Continued...

Textbooks Revision
Committee, however,
has not recommended
reintroducing lessons
related to Tipu Sultan
and Hyder Ali

class X history textbook.

However, the commit-
tee has not recommended
reintroducing lessons re-
lated to Tipu Sultan and
Hyder Ali, which were
dropped by the earlier
committee.

“The social science text-
books have been revised
giving importance to the
Constitution, gender sensi-
tivity, child rights, demo-
cratic and secular values,
and scientific temper,” said
the committee in its re-
port. For instance, in the
class VI social science text-
book, the lesson “Citizen
and Conduct” has been re-
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vised considering gender
equality. A lesson on wel-
fare of sexual minorities
has been added in the class
X social science textbook.

Among other changes,
in the class VIII history
book, the chapter titled
“Indus-Saraswati Civilisa-
tion” has been changed as
“Civilisations of Ancient In-
dia: Indus-Sarasvati Civili-
sation and Vedic Period.”
Information on icons of the
Bhakti movement, includ-
ing Kanaka Dasa, Puranda-
ra Dasa, and Shishunala
Sharif, have been added to
a lesson in the class IX His-
tory textbook. The class VII
social science lesson refers
to 12th Century social re-
former Basaveshwara as
“cultural leader” of the
State.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 2



From Page One

Savitribai Phule,
Periyar, and progressive
Kannada writers to
make a comeback

The Karnataka government, in June, had ordered
immediate changes in the content of Kannada
and social science textbooks of classes VI to X,
with 18 major changes, including 15 replacements
of lessons.

Later, it had set up a committee to look into the
issue in a detailed manner.

The Congress, ahead of the elections, had pro-
mised to undo some of the changes made in the
textbooks during the previous BJP regime if voted
to power.

Other changes
Among significant changes announced by the
Karnataka Textbook Society back in June,
through a “corrigendum”, were replacing RSS
founder K.B. Hedgewar’s “Nijavada Adarsha Pu-
rusha Yaragabeku” with “Sukumara Swamiya
Kathe” by Shivakotyacharya in class X Kannada
textbook and replacing “Bhoo Kailasa”, a play by
Parampalli Narasimha Aithal with “Magalige Ba-
reda Patra”, a translation of Jawaharlal Nehru’s
letter to Indira Gandhi in class VIII Kannada text-
book.

Shatavadhani R. Ganesh’s “Shreshta Bharatiya
Chintanegalu” was replaced with Sara Abooback-
er’s “Yudha” in class X Kannada textbook.

Source: The Hindu, p. 1&2, March. 6, 2024
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Govt releases
textbook revision
report for 2024-25

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bengaluru

THE Karnataka Textbook So-
ciety on Tuesday released a
report on changes made to
textbooks for classes 1-10 for
the vear 2024-25. The notifica-
tion came late in the evening
without the officials makinga
big announcement.

The textbook revision com-
mittee formed by the govern-
ment was led by Manjunath
Hegde, a retired professor of
history, who made several
changes in the syllabus fol-
lowing the National Curricu-
lum Framework-2005. At the
onset, more emphasis has
been given to Kannada litera-
ture with a focus on cultural
leaders from the state and
works by Jnanpith awardees
have also been included for
classes 8-10.

The notification highlight-
ed that the revision was car-
ried out keeping in mind only
the educational interests of
the students without chang-
ing the basic framework of
the revised textbooks. All the
requests made by various or-
ganisations, individuals and
government departments re-
garding inclusion and omis-
sion have been reviewed and
appropriate suggestions were

considered, it stated.

To reduce the burden on
students due to the weight of
textbooks, the education de-
partment previously also
passed an order to divide text-
books into two parts. Appro-
priate context of the contents
has been given in both sec-
tions. As per the release, so-
cial science textbooks have
been revised keeping in mind
the Constitution, gender sen-
sitivity, information on child
rights and democratic and
secular values of the country.

For political science books,
new developments such as the
Women's Reservation Bill, In-
dia’s international relations
and information on local bod-
ies in the legislative system
have been added. Several mi-
nor changes have been made in
titles and various chapters: “Re-
ligions' have been changed to
‘Dharmas’, and more informa-
tion was added to the Sanatan
Dharma chapter: According to
the relevant content, maps,
taluk and district-related fig-
ures have also been updated.

The revision included Kan-
nada language textbooks for
both first and second languages
for classes 1-10, third language
Kannada textbooks for classes
9-10 and social science text-
books spanning classes 6-10.

Source: The New Indian Express, p. 4, March. 6, 2024
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State govt. to challenge HC
order quashing board exams

The examinations may be postponed if there is no clear ruling before Monday

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

he Department of
T School Education
and Literacy

(DSEL) has said they will
challenge the High Court
order quashing board ex-
ams for classes 5, 8, 9 and
11, before the Division
Bench and seek an urgent
hearing. Exams for classes
5, 8 and 9 are scheduled to
begin from March 11. Stu-
dents and parents have
now been pushed to
confusion.

“We will challenge this
order before a Division
Bench and given the tight
schedule of the exams, we
will seek an urgent hearing
on Thursday,” said Ritesh
Kumar Singh, Principal Se-
cretary, DSEL. Thursday
will be the only working
day for the High Court of
Karnataka before Monday,
as the court will be closed
for the weekend due to
Shivaratri on Friday fol-
lowed by a second
Saturday.

Meanwhile, Lokesh Tali-
katte, one of the petitioners
challenging board exams
and the president of Regis-
tered Unaided Private
Schools Management Asso-
ciation (RUPSA-Karnataka),
said if the Department
challenges the High Court
Order, they will also con-
test it, indicating a tough le-

gal battle ahead. Given the
lack of time before the

scheduled exams, if the Di-
vision Bench of the High
Court doesn’t give a clear
ruling on Thursday, the ex-
ams for classes 5, 8 and 9
will likely be postponed,
sources in DSEL said. Ho-
wever, officials hoped they
would get a stay order on
Wednesday’s court order
and exams will be held as
per schedule.

Confusion galore
Wednesday’s court order
has pushed students,
teachers and parents into
confusion about whether
the exams will be held on
Monday or not, and wheth-
er they will be board exam-
inations or school
examinations.

Arun Kumar, a parent
from Bengaluru, said with
only four days left for the
exams, the court order had
created confusion and
made students anxious.

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, March. 7, 2024
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“The government will like-
ly get only one day on
Thursday, as the court will
be closed on the weekend.
The department hasn’t yet
announced whether the ex-
ams will be held or will be
postponed. There is confu-
sion. These students are
small children of classes 5,
8 and 9. They are stressed,”
he said.

“We were doing last mi-
nute preparation for the ex-
ams and now there is un-
certainty over whether
they will be held on Mon-
day. This will definitely put
more pressure on students,
who are already under ex-
am pressure,” said a go-
vernment school teacher.

However, H.N. Gopalak-
rishna, Director, Karnataka
State Examination and As-
sessment Board (KSEAB),
expressed confidence that
exams will be held as per
schedule. “Last year too, a
lower bench of the High
Court struck down our ex-

ams, but it was upheld by a
Division Bench and later by
the Supreme Court. So we
are confident that it will
turn out to be the same
again this year too,” he
said.

A sense of deja vu
The entire sequence of
events has created a sense
of deja vu as in 2023 too,
board exams for classes 5
and 8, were quashed by the
High Court of Karnataka
and exams were postponed
and eventually held after
the Supreme Court allowed
for them. The DSEL intro-
duced board exams for
classes 5 and 8 in 202223
and expanded it to classes
9and 11in 2023-24. In 2022-
23, the Department had
scheduled board exams for
classes 5 and 8 between
March 13 and 18, 2023.
However, the High Court
struck down these exams,
after hearing a petition
from private school man-
agements. The DSEL had
questioned this order be-
fore the division bench and
the bench had upheld the
government decision.
Further, the division
bench’s order was chal-
lenged before the Supreme
Court and the court had
permitted the government
to conduct the examina-
tion. Finally, the exams
were held from March 27,
2023, across the State.

Back to Contents




Environment

Risk of conflict with
humans up as most live
outside protected areas

oy

PAVAN KUMAR H
HUBBALLI, DHNS

P ] early 59% of Karnataka’s wild
leopards are living outside
protected areas.

With 1,879 leopards, the state is
hometothethirdlargest population
of the spotted big cat in India, after
Madhya Pradesh and Maharash-
tra, according to the union govern-
ment’slatestreport.

The report ‘The Leopard Status
in India 2022, says 987 leopards
are using the territory of the tiger
reserves, including the 549leopards
whichareliving within the five tiger
reserves of Karnataka.

Bandipur (138) has the highest
leopard population in tiger reserve
followed by Kali (124), Bhadra (116)
and Nagarahole (105).

However, intermsofleopardsuti-
lising the tiger reserve limits, Kali
tiger reserve (246)in UttaraKanna-
da district has the highest leopard
population.

Either way, the high number of
leopardsliving outside the protected
areaisamatter of concernasthatis
resulting in large-scale human-an-
imal conflict. In the last four years,
the state lost 23 humans and over
1,200 domestic animals after com-
inginto conflict with leopards.

Sourcesinthe forestdepartment
told DH that nearly 164 leopards
died due to natural and unnatural
reasons in the last five years.

Larger problem

Thereportsaystheconflictbetween
humans and leopards, which was
confined mostly to Ramanagar,
Tumakuru, Mandya, Mysuru, and
Hassan districts, initially, has now
spread to Ballari, Koppal, Kolar,

Figuring out the truth behind
K’takanumbersinleopardreport

What's the survey all about?

A file photo of a leopard caught in arescue operation. Forest officials
are often forced to consider translocation of leopards in conflict with
humans. Experts say translocation only increases conflict at multiple
places. Shifting them to rehab centres is a better option, they feel.

Bengaluru Rural, Dharwad, Davan-
gere, Hassan, Haveri, Koppa (Chik-
kamagaluru district), Mangaluru,
Sagar (Shivamogga district), Sirsi
(Uttara Kannada district) and Vira-
Jjpet (Kodagudistrict).

Experts say the conflict is hu-
man-made, as development work,
shrinkingof forested areas,improp-
ersolid waste managementand un-
scientificconservation haveresulted
inmore conflict with leopards.

“Leopardsareintelligentanimals
that can adapt to any habitat. The
increasein conflictsinurbanandru-
ral areasis due to multiple reasons,
including availability of easy prey,”
says a senior forest officer in Kali
tigerreserve.

Scientific conservation

Forest department officials are of-
tenforcedtoconsiderthetransloca-
tion of leopards in conflict with hu-
mansas the only solution toresolve
the problem. However, experts say
translocationonlyincreases conflict
atmultiple places.

Leopards are highly territorial
animals. Over the years, they have
learnt to adjust themselves
in the mosaics of cof-

rial conflicts and straying away of
theweakerleopard to other human
habitations,”saystheofficer.

fee estates, planta- Mitigating
tions and forests conflict
in semi-urban 2 i Nikit Surve,
set-up. Leopards are intelligent project head
They can animalsthatcanadaptto  at wildiife
sustaln any habitat. The increase g g
e in conflictsinurban o
suming anq rural areas is due to conducting
!jivesto}ck. multiple reasons, including andintense
omesticat- availability of easy prey study on ur-
ed dogs and G B - banleopards,
human-sub- !\sempl_' forest officer says: “The best
sidized food inKalitigerreserve  solution to miti-

sources (dumped
meat and carcasses of
cattle).

“A translocated leopard that has
livedlonginsugarcanefields or near
human habitation by preying on cat-
tlefindsitdifficulttosurvivein thick
jungles of Western Ghats, where it
needs to hunt prey. The transloca-
tion can also lead to more territo-

gate human-leop-

ard conflictistounder-

stand the problem in depth

by shifting focus from the animal to
humans who are the major stake-
holders. Mitigation measures like
proactive awareness sessions and
safeguarding livestock and other
domestic animals can help resolve
the problem on a long-term basis.

5 The ‘Leopard Status in India reserves and other protected
iy 2022’isbroughtoutbasedon  areasand forest areas as part
B the survey conducted by The of the All India Tiger Estima-
im National Tiger Conservation  tion 2022. The census has not
!{ Authority (NTCA) and Wildlife taken into account the leop-
Wi Institute of India (WII). The re-  ards living in the rocky hills of
portsays Karnatakahas1,879  Ballariand Koppal, sugarcane
(261standard errorlimit),an  fields of Mandya, Mysuruand
increaseof 96 comparedtothe Belagavi, urban and rural
2018 report (1,783). However,  areas that are conducive for
experts and forest officials their survival. The numbers
say the leopard population could be much higher than
in the state could be much 1,879. We currently do not
higherthan1,879 asthe census have an exact estimation of
exercise was conductedonlyin leopard population living
tigerreserve areas. in the different landscapes
Kumar Pushkar, Additional inthestate. The Karnataka
Principal Chief Conservator  forestdepartmentis planning
~ of Forests (Wildlife), says: to conduct its own scientific
> “The NTCA has calculated population estimation for
theleopard population leopards to understand the
based on the tiger population  distribution and the number
study conducted at the tiger of leopards.”

Capturing and shifting leopards is
moreofafire-fightingsolution. One
has to understand the reasons why
aleopard is present in a particular
area and deal with the reason, in-
stead of theleoparditself. Removing
oneortwoleopardswillnotstopoth-
er leopards from occupying vacant
territories.”

He negates the idea that animal
birth control of leopards is a solu-
tionasithasfailed miserablyin con-
trolling stray dog population.

Kumar Pushkar, Additional Prin-
cipal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Wildlife), saystheincreasing trend
in the leopard population is a posi-
tive thing from the point of conser-
vation, buttheincreasing number of
leopards in landscapes outside the
forest is a major challenge and has
resulted in large-scale man-animal
conflict.

“Asofnow, the forestdepartment
isnotconsidering leopards asa ma-
jorthreatand taking allmeasuresto
preventlossof humanlivesaswellas
livestock,” he said. )

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, March, 3, 2024
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KMERC funds elude mining-rava

RTlpapers show
money being spent
onother projects

—v—

PAVAN KUMAR H
HUBBALLI, DHNS

he Karnataka Mining

I Environment Resto-
ration Corporation
(KMERC) fundsare meant for
therestoration of ecologyand
rehabilitation of people in ar-
eas affected by illegal mining.
However, many of the projects
approved under these funds

Continued..

Purpose defeated

KMERC funds are meant for areas

ravaged by mining
Sofar,317

projects worth Rs
7,634 cr okayed

Activ-
ists say
politicians
pressure dist
administra-
tions todi-

But money
being spent

inzones not
impacted by
mining

funds’

—such as the development of
Hampi Zoo, the renovation of
Vijayanagara Sri Krishnade-
varaya University, raising the
bed capacity of Ballari Hospi-
tal and some railway projects
— are in zones not impacted
by mining.

KMERC, the special pur-

vert ‘surplus

pose vehicle constituted as
perthe orders of the Supreme
Court, hasso far approved 317
projects worth Rs 7,634.97
crore. Documents received
under the Right to Informa-
tion (RTT) Actshowthatalarge
quantityofthe funds have been
allocated for development
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ged areas

works in non-mining impact
zones. Activists say this defeats
the purpose of the funds.

The Supreme Court order
mentions that the Rs 24,996
crore approved by the Com-
prehensive Environment
Plan for Mining Impact Zones
(CEPMIZ) should be utilised
only in the mining-impacted
zones of Ballari, Chitradurga,
Tumakuru and Vijayanagara
districts.

The Central Empowered
Committee (CEC) and the
Indian Council of Forest Re-
search and Education (IC-
FRE) recommended the top
courttoinclude 466 villagesin
13 taluks of these four districts.
» KMERC funds, Page 5



KMERC funds
elude mining-
ravaged areas

KMERC funds, from Page 1

Sandur-based activist Sree-
shaila Aladahalli alleges that
local elected representatives
and political leaders forced
the district administration
to include villages not hit by
mining to utilise “surplus
funds”. He says that while 20
mining-affected villages in
Sandur taluk are reeling un-
deradrinkingwater crisis, the
district administration rec-
ommended supplying water
to 15 wards of Ballari city not
directly hit by mining.

After activists raised ob-
jections over the utilisation of
funds, retired Supreme Court
judge Justice B Sudershan
Reddy, who is the Oversight
Authority, putdrinking water
projects and the super-spe-
ciality hospital in Ballari in
abeyance.

TR Chandrashekar,amem-
ber of the Samaj Parivartan
Samudaya, which fought
against illegal mining and
whose writ petition resulted
in the formation of KMERC,
says, “By utilising the funds
in non-impacted areas, the
district administration is de-
feating the purpose of reha-
bilitation.”

Malliswamy, a resident of
Kamatur, a village severely
affected by mining in Sandur
taluk, says not a single pai-
sa under KMERC has been
spent in his village. “Instead
of utilising KMERC funds
here, the district administra-
tion has proposed to build a
canal in Siruguppa taluk,” he
alleges.

Vijayanagara Deputy Com-
missioner MS Diwakara says

thevillagesand projectswere
selected and approved by the
Oversight Authority.

Ballari DC Prashanth Ku-
mar Mishra says, “The pro-
posals were made in 2018
after consulting with all the
stakeholders. We are imple-
menting the projects as per
therules.”

He says that while the top
priority of the administration
isto providefacilitiesinaffect-
ed areas, the administration
cannot put all the resources
in one place. “A super-spe-
ciality hospital is proposed at
Sandur. However, the project
has not taken off as getting
human resources and other
facilities at a taluk centre is
difficult. A 500-bed hospital
in Ballari will also benefit a
patient from Sandur and oth-
er mining-affected areas,” he
says.

Manjunath K, General
Manager of KMERC, says
the corporation relies on the
district administration’s
recommendation to select
affected villages and approve
projects.

“Thereare clear guidelines
on what kind of projects can
be takenupinaffectedareas.”

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&5, March, 4, 2024
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‘State will see above-normal
temperatures this summer’

There is a high probability of above-normal rainfall over a few districts of north-interior Karnataka

and south-interior Karnataka during in March, says India Meteorological Department

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

arnataka is likely
Kto have a warm
summer as the

season will witness above-
normal temperature. The
summer months are bet-
ween March and May and
the meteorological depart-
ment forecasts above nor-
mal temperature for all
three months.

“There is a high proba-
bility of above-normal
maximum  temperature
during the three months
(March to May). The mini-
mum temperature will also
be above normal. During
March, some districts of
south interior Karnataka,
including Bengaluru, are
likely to experience above
normal maximum temper-
ature,” said A. Prasad,
scientist, India Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD),
Bengaluru.

The normal tempera-
ture for Bengaluru during
the months of March,
April, and May are 33.4°C,
34.1°C, and 33.1°C, respec-
tively. “There is a possibili-
ty that the temperature
could go up to 35°C for a
few days in March,” Mr.
Prasad said.

The highest-ever tem-
perature for March was
37.3°C, which was record-
ed in 1996; the highest ever
recorded for April was

Source: The Hindu, p. 3, March. 5, 2024.

The highest-ever temperature for March was 37.3°C, which was recorded in 1996.FILE PHOTO

39.2°C degrees celsius, re-
corded in 2016; and for
May 38.9°C, recorded in
1931.

On Monday, Bengaluru
city recorded a maximum
temperature of 34.8°C.

Mr. Prasad also said that
in some parts of the State,
there is likely probability of
heatwave during the three
summer months.

“Above normal heat-
wave days are likely during
these three months for
some districts of north in-
terior Karnataka and nor-
mal heatwave conditions
over coastal Karnataka and
south interior Karnataka,”

Mr. Prasad said. He added
that there is a high proba-
bility of above-normal rain-
fall over a few districts of
north interior Karnataka
and south interior Karnata-
ka in March.

“In the rest of the plac-
es, normal rainfall is likely
to happen. During the next
three months, we will get
rains, and thunderstorms
are also possible for a few
days,” he added.

Mr. Prasad said that this
year, the State did not wit-
ness intense winter be-
cause of El Nino. During
February, the monthly av-
erage temperature was
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1.3°C more than normal
and compared to last year,
it was 1.6°C more.

“The reason why tem-
perature has been warm is
because 2023 was an El Ni-
fio year and the index was
more than 1.5°C. However,
it has now slowly declined
and weakened and the in-
dex has come up to 1.5°C.
El Nifio is further expected
to decline by the beginning
of monsoon season and
there is high probability
for this to happen,” Mr.
Prasad said.

Met officials call it an El
Nifio year if the index is
between 1.5°C to 2°C.



BNP: What is needed is a bypass
and not a flyover, say experts

Can the already stressed green space abutting Bengaluru be protected from the latest onslaught by exploring alternative alignments to the proposed Satellite Township Ring Road? question experts

Rasheed Kappan
BENGALURU

ess than 100 metres
wide at  many
stretches, can the
Bannerghatta National
Park (BNP) accommodate a
massive six-lane flyover
without posing a severe
threat to its wildlife and
ecosystem? Its buffer zone
already shrunk, can the en-
dangered green space be
protected from the latest
onslaught by exploring al-
ternative alignments to the
proposed Satellite Town-
ship Ring Road (STRR)?
Planned to be built on
the 3.85km stretch of the
existing road linking Ban-
nerghatta and Jigani Road,
the flyover project has un-
leashed a storm of concern
among environmentalists
and wildlife conservation-
ists. The National High-
ways Authority of India
(NHAI) says it will install ef-
fective noise barriers and
restrict construction
hours. But will these be
enough to address the
grave risks posed both in
the short and long terms?

Severe threat of
fragmentation

Faced with very high man-
animal conflict and en-
croachments, BNP is alrea-
dy reeling under severe
threats of fragmentation,
reminds conservationists.
“The Park hasa u
tinction of hosting large
mammals including the tig-
er, elephant, gaur, dholes
and others right at the
edge of a metropolis.
Though it is connected to
Cauvery Wildlife Sanctu-
ary in Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu, the national park is a
very linear protected area
with several parts of the
forest area already used for
tourism, zoo and other ac-
tivities,” notes conserva-

tion  biologist ~ Sanjay
Gubbi.
This mandates extreme-

ly effective mitigation mea-

sures. “It needs to be en-
sured that the measures
are planned and designed
based on scientific studies
and not on an ad-hoc basis.
It should involve a good
understanding of wildlife
movement patterns espe-
cially that of elephants,” he
points out.

Habitat reduction
But the flyover project
runs counter to this ration-
ale. Sanjay explains, “This
new road project will re-
duce the habitat available
for elephants and increase
the conflict in the long run
as there are nearly 100 ele-
phants that use the land-
scape. For sustainable de-
velopment we really need
to zone our landscapes
and earmark where wil-
dlife gets priority and
where development gets
importance.”

Strategically located on
the Northern side of My-
sore Elephant Reserve,

File photos from the Bannerghatta National Park. SUDHAKARA JAIN

Sanctuary in Krishnagiri

and the Hosur Forest

sion in Tamilnadu. Geo-

graphically, the park is also
e

around BNP by 100 sqgkm.
The zone area shrank to
168.84 sqkm from 268.9
sqkm, earmarked by a

a  key for
treams such as Rayathma-
la Hole, Muthyala Madu
halla, Antaragange Hole
and rivers Arkavathi and

park also
serves as a critical link for
the migration of elephants
from the Cauvery Wildlife

In March 2020, the
Centre had reduced the
eco-sensitive zone (ESZ)

2016 . Com-
mercial mining, stone
quarrying and setting up of
crushing units are effec-
tively banned within the
ESZ.

By 2008 itself, an Indian
Institute of Science (lISc)
Centre for Ecological

Sciences (CES) study had
found about 120 human
settlements within five ki-
lometres km from the BNP
boundary and five human
settlements within BNP.
Many of the settlements
formed thereafter were
through encroachments of
forest lands. Tribes domi-
nate the settlements locat-
ed close to the park boun-
dary in the South-East, and

Source: The Hindu, p. 7, March. 5, 2024.
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South-West and depend on
agriculture and livestock
rearing for livelihood.

warnings

The study’s projected land
use of 2027 depicted the
loss of forest cover from
41.38 10 35.59% and an in-
crease in urban area from
4.49 10 9.62 % due to va-
rious layouts in the peri-
phery. Barren land area
showed a reduction from
4.17 to 3.36 % by conver-
sion of open spaces to ur-
ban. “The forest cover pre-
sent in southern parts
represents minimal distur-
bances (connected to Tali
reserve forest and Cauvery
wildlife sanctuary) while
the Northern portion
shows more transitions,”
the study noted.

In a clear warning, the
study said, “The uncon-
trolled and unplanned
growth of greater Banga-
lore would have an irrever-
sible impact on forests of
BNP. The regions of Koli
Farm gate, Batterayana
Doddi village, Weavers co-
lony, Kalkere region and

Bannerghatta village, Ane-
kal road represents higher
loss in forest cover due to
new paved surfaces creat-
ed in the form of town-
ships. The barren lands
and fallow lands near to
state highways and major
roads were converted as
layouts resulting in creat-
ing new agriculture areas
in gomala and other frag-
mented forests.”

“The flyover project will
aggravate the human-ani-
‘mal conflict. We are shrink-
ing their habitat and mak-
ing them more and more
vulnerable. That is why we
need to be really careful
about this project. Leo-
pards, for instance, keep
straying into settlements.
‘Then people become more
reactive and start killing,
or demand like in Wayanad
to start culling. It is so un-
realistic,” says Dr. T.V. Ra-
machandra, who anchored
the study along with his
team.

No scientific basis
Alternatives to the road
through the park are in-

deed possible. But, as he
points out, “We don’t have
a scientific basis in design-
ing or formulating the pro-
ject. We implement it be-
cause large amounts of
money are involved.”

Flyover projects do exist
in other forested areas. But
there is a difference here,
as Sanjay reiterates. “The
experience in other forests
has been mixed. When
highways are made in for-
ests that are vast in size,
then a flyover may be the
only solution. However,
Bannerghatta is a very nar-
row stretch of forest. That
is the concern. Anything
like this is going to affect
the animals.”

Dr. Ramachandra draws
attention to other pro-
blems related to vehicular
emissions.

“During the construc-
tion stage too, there will be
impact while erecting pil-
lars and more. Besides,
there are issues linked to
climate change. The Park
acts as a carbon sink for
Bengaluru. More than
1,200 deciduous trees will
be lost and there are many
medicinal plants too,” he
explains.

An elevated flyover in-
side the park will effective-
ly bypass villages that are
inside Bannerghatta that
rely on road connectivity,
says Sanjay. “I don’t know
how they will address this
by providing connectivity.
That is something which
only the Detailed Project
Report (DPR) can tell us.”

The State Wildlife Board
has already cleared the
project. Questions are now
being raised whether it ex-
plored other alternatives.
As an insider indicates, the
proposals are usually not
circulated in advance to
the members to help them
understand and deliberate
on it. “Agenda is given in
the meeting, so nobody
has a clue about anything,”
the insider says, preferring
anonymity.



WestBridge Capital pledges 225 cr.

to Ashoka Trust for research

Previously, with the support of the investment firm, ATREE had established the Centre for Policy

Design to bolster its capacity to convert research to on-the-ground impact

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

estBridge
w Capital has
pledged 325

crores to Bengaluru-based
Ashoka Trust for Research
in Ecology and the
Environment (ATREE) to
strengthen linkages
between science and
policy in the environment
sector in India.

Previously, with the
support of the investment
firm, ATREE established
the Centre for Policy
Design to bolster its
capacity to convert
research to on-the-ground
impact. “Moving the
needle on policy requires
bridging the gap between
academics, civil society,
and policymakers. ATREE
is well positioned to
develop such insights from
rigorous and long-term
research that can support
effective decision making
and shape public policy
discourse,” said Sandeep
Singhal, Managing
Partner, WestBridge
Capital.

The Centre for Policy

Source: The Hindu, p. 7, March. 5, 2024.

Design (CPD) at ATREE
focused its initial efforts
on socially and
ecologically responsible
restoration. With the fresh
funding, ATREE plans to
expand the Centre’s
footprint to broader
thematic areas aligned
with the research focus
areas of the organisation.

Environmental risks
“Mitigating the impact of
environmental risks
requires immediate but
thoughtful action that is at
the heart of the
Science-Practice-Policy
interface. For such action
to translate into
meaningful impact, a

long-term vision that is
backed by strong and
unwavering commitment
is needed. ATREE is
grateful for the support
provided by WestBridge
Capital in building this
much needed capacity”
said Anita Arjundas,
Executive Director,
ATREE.

Inter-disciplinary
knowledge

ATREE has been
consistently ranked
among the top 20
environmental think tanks
globally and the top two in
Asia by the University of
Pennsylvania Go To Think
Tank Index.

Established in 1996, the
research institute has been
focusing its efforts to
generate interdisciplinary
knowledge for achieving
environmental
conservation and
sustainable development
in a socially just manner,
to enable the use of this
knowledge by
policymakers and society,
and to train the next
generation of scholars and
leaders.

“Environment and
conservation policies in
India should have a strong
and robust scientific
foundation, and be
adaptive and responsive to
the needs of a diverse set
of stakeholders and
circumstances. This is
where we will leverage 25
years of ATREE’s
pioneering efforts in
fostering interdisciplinary
science in sustainability
practice to meet the most
urgent challenges of the
ongoing climate and
biodiversity crisis.” said
Abi T. Vanak, Director -
Centre for Policy Design
and Senior Fellow,
ATREE.



‘Save Coorg’ calls trend as water
crisis takes centre stage in Karnataka

K.C. Deepika
BENGALURU

As Karnataka battles the af-
termath of a failed mon-
soon season in 2023, resi-
dents of Kodagu district,
where the River Cauvery
originates, have stepped
up calls to save the dis-
trict’s ecology, which has a
direct bearing on the vital
river apart from the eco-
logically sensitive Western
Ghats.

Through ‘Save Coorg,
an online petition, resi-
dents and people belong-
ing to Kodagu are hoping
to draw the attention of the
government to long pend-
ing problems of the dis-
trict, including over tou-
rism, mass conversions of
wetlands and the rapid
concretisation taking place
in the district.

Why the crisis?
“Cauvery’s cry: A wake up
call for conservation,”
points out to the water
scarcity in the Cauvery riv-
er belt, which has implica-
tions for Bengaluru, Mysu-
ru and even Tamil Nadu.
“The conversion of wet-
lands, illegal tree felling,
mass tourism, and com-
mercialisation are exacer-
bating the situation. Addi-
tionally, the construction
of railway lines, national
highways and other infras-
tructure projects are furth-
er fragmenting and damag-

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 6, 2024.
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The conversion of wetlands, illegal tree felling, mass tourism, and

i
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commercialisation are exacerbating the situation in the Cauvery

river belt. FILE PHOTO

Through ‘Save Coorg,’
an online petition,
residents and people
belonging to Kodagu
are hoping to draw
the attention of the
government to long
pending problems of
the district

ing the ecosystem,” says
Nanaiah Bottolanda who
manages the page ‘Kodava
Naad’ on Instagram.

“No one is using paddy
fields for its actual purpose
and have converted them
into sites. Instead of fight-
ing over the river, it is time
to preserve the district,” he
said.

“Bengaluru,  Mysuru
and Tamil Nadu residents
must prioritise saving
Coorg to secure their Cauv-
ery water supply...Imme-

diate action is needed.
Conservation efforts must
focus on preserving wet-
lands, implementing sus-
tainable forest manage-
ment practices, regulating
tourism activities and pro-
moting water efficient agri-
culture. Additionally, there
is need for stricter enforce-
ment of laws against illegal
activities and sustainable
urban planning practices
to minimise the impact of
infrastructure  develop-
ment on water resources,”
it said.

Loss of forest cover

The Western Ghats Spatial
Decision Support System
(WGSDSS), launched by
the Indian Institute of
Science’s Energy and Wet-
lands Research Group, has
showed that the Western
Ghats, which is among 36
global biodiversity hot-
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spots, saw a loss of 5% ever-
green forest cover with an
increase of 4.5% built-up
cover, and 9% agriculture
area, according to the spa-
tiotemporal analyses of
land use, highlighting an-
thropogenic induced deve-
lopmental thrust. Frag-
mentation analyses also
highlight that interior for-
est constitutes only 25% of
the forest landmass, dep-
icting the fragmentation
pressure, impacting local
ecology.

TV. Ramachandra from
the Group, said recent
events are a wake-up call.
“We need to protect forests
of native species. Water
availability in lakes and
streams in places where
this is not threatened is for
12 months, while those
with monoculture, such as
in Kodagu, is for six to
eight months. If you look at
livelihood too, people can
grow multiple crops
throughout the year where
the native species are pro-
tected, while in degraded
forest regions, only one
crop is grown over a lesser
period, resulting in lesser
earnings.”

“Yield is also higher in
non-degraded forests as
pollinators are abundant.
If you want to give life to
Bengalureans, conserve
the green cover and rivers
and lakes in the forests as
well as in Bengaluru,” he
said.



Trees In Corbett fell prey
to greedy nexus, says SC

‘Amazed at the audacity’ of ex-Minister, officials involved in felling of 6,000 trees in reserve, says

Bench; court wants panel to study if tiger safaris should be allowed in buffer zones of reserves

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday con-
demned the illegal
felling of over 6,000 trees
to construct buildings, os-
tensibly for “eco-tourism”
at the Jim Corbett National
Park in Uttarakhand, as a
“classic case” of nexus bet-
ween politicians and offi-
cials working to ransack
the environment for short-
term commercial ends.
“The present case dep-
icts a sorry state of affairs
of human greed devastat-
ing one of the most cele-
brated abodes of tigers i.e.
the Corbett Tiger Reserve,”
a three-judge Bench head-
ed by Justice B.R. Gavai
observed.
The court also directed
the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate

Continued...
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The Bench said Uttarakhand could not ‘run away’ from its
responsibility to restore the forest to the last tree. GETTY IMAGES

Change to form a special-
ised committee to study
and recommend whether
tiger safaris should be per-
mitted in the buffer areas
of a tiger reserve.

On the “huge devasta-
tion” caused by the illegal
felling, the court said it was
“amazed at the audacity”
of former Uttarakhand For-
est Minister and Congress
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leader Harak Singh Rawat
and former Divisional For-
est Officer Kishan Chand
for giving forest and wil-
dlife conservation laws a
complete go-by and throw-
ing the public trust doc-
trine “into the dustbin”.
The judgment approved
the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation probe initiated
into the case and directed

the agency to submit a re-
port in three months.

The Bench said Uttarak-
hand could not “run away”
from its responsibility to
restore the forest to the last
tree.

Justice Gavai said the tig-
ers needed the forest as
much as the forest depend-
ed on the tigers. “The pre-
sence of tigers in the for-
ests is an indicator of the
well-being of the ecosys-
tem. Unless steps are taken
for the protection of tigers,
the ecosystem which re-
volves around tigers can-
not be protected... Events
like illegal construction
and illicit felling of trees
like the one in Corbett can-
not be ignored,” he said.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 14
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» PAGE 16



‘Resorts near tiger
reserves have turned
wedding destinations’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday flagged the
“mushrooming” of resorts
around tiger reserves and
their use as choice wed-
ding destinations.

“Music is played at a ve-
ry loud wvolume which
causes disturbance to the
habitat of the forests,” Jus-
tice B.R. Gavai condemned
the trend in a judgment on
the illegal felling of trees in
the protected Jim Corbett
National Park, one of the
first of its kind in the coun-
try. The court said unbri-
dled growth of resorts near
protected forests for sheer
commercial gains des-
troyed the delicate ecologi-
cal balance of the area.

Expert committee

The court directed an exp-
ert committee to be consti-
tuted by the Environment
Ministry to make recom-
mendations on the num-
ber and type of resorts that
should be permitted with-
in the close proximity of
the protected areas.

The committee, in its re-
port to be submitted to the
top court in three months,
should also suggest “as to
how much area from the
boundary of the protected

The court said the government
held forests in public trust.

forest there should have
restriction on noise level
and what should be those
permissible noise levels”.

The court said the go-
vernment held natural re-
sources such as forests in
public trust. “The execu-
tive acting under the doc-
trine of public trust cannot
abdicate the natural re-
sources and convert them
into private ownership, or
for commercial use. The
aesthetic use and the pris-
tine glory of the natural re-
sources, the environment
and the ecosystems of our
country cannot be permit-
ted to be eroded for priv-
ate, commercial or any
other use unless the courts
find it necessary, in good
faith, for the public good
and in public interest to en-
croach upon the resourc-
es,” it expounded.

Source: The Hindu, p. 1&13, March. 7, 2024.
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Health

Healing ways: Contours of mental
health landscape of Bengaluru

A panel discussion on ‘How Can Bangalore Do Better for the Mental Health of Its Residents?" held at the BIC, Domlur, looked at a range of issues like the history and evolution of

NIMHANS, the positive effect of green spaces on mental health, the role of family in caregiving, the limitations of legislation, and the treatment gap in mental health

Preeti Zachariah
BENGALURU

ometime in the
s 1980s, a man barged

into the cockpit of an
Indian airliner, brandish-
ing a plastic gun, claiming
that it was being hijacked.
“The plane was forced to
land in Bengaluru,” re-
called renowned psychia-
trist Dr Sanjeev Jain ata pa-
nel  discussion titled
“Minding the City: How
Can Bangalore Do Better
for the Mental Health of Its
Residents?” held at the
Bangalore  International
Centre (BIC) in Domlur.
When the man, a patient of
the National Institute of
Mental Health and Neuro-
Sciences (NIMHANS) who
was having a manic epi-
sode, came out of the
plane, he pulled out his
NIMHANS card, almost as
if the document provided
some indemnity.

He was brought to the
institute, continued the
Bengaluru-based clinician
and teacher, who shared
the stage with sociologist
and mental health rights
activist Dr Nirmala Sriniva-
san and writer and editor
Kavya Murthy at the event.

“NIMHANS had become
part of the local ecology of
the whole city,” he said, re-
calling a time when simply
showing a NIMHANS OPD
slip was enough to get one
a free bus fare to the insti-
tute. “You didn’t need a
disability card or stamps
from various authorities,”
he said. According to him,
even though we are a more
open, technologically-sav-
vy society today, this kind
of graciousness for people
coming to the hospital and
their families has reduced
over the years.

Mental health

Anecdotes such as this
constantly popped up dur-
ing the panel discussion,
urthering a

complex dlscusslon un
mental health, which

veered from the history
and evolution of the insti-
tute to the positive effect of
green spaces on mental
health, the role of family in
caregiving, the limitations
of legislation, the treat-
ment gap in mental health
and so much more. “There
is a lot of noise about men-
tal health,” pointed out Dr
Srinivasan. She said she
saw this as a positive deve-
lopment as was the in-
creased sensitivity towards
mental health. “I look for-
ward to a bright and posi-
tive future for mental
health.”

However, one thing that
disturbs her is the tenden-
cy to ignore the distinction
between the broad spec-
trum of mental health and
mental health disorders
within it.

“That is not happening.
I look forward to that tak-
ing place, and I am sure
that the trend is towards

- aid, adding that
s another im-
portant thing that needs to
be addressed. “There
should be distributive jus-

tice of services,” she
stat

About NIMHANS
Murthy, who was moderat-

ing the session, started by
asking about the land-
scapes important for men-
tal healthcare to work, the
unique infrastructure of
open pavilions and trees at
NIMHANS and its close re-
lationship with Bengaluru.
“Could you tell us about
what you have explored in
your work and how you
look at the individual, so-
ciety and institution?” she
asked.
Dr Jain responded by
briefly tracing the institu-
tion’s journey. “It starts off
at the Hospital for Peons,
Paupers and Soldiers in the
Cantonment, and it moves
to another side of the city,
what is now the State Bank
of Mysore,” he said. In the
1930s or so, as that part of
town became more crowd-

ed, the asylum moved to a
hillock between Lal Bagh
and Basavangudi, close to
the Victoria Hospital.

“Indian  psychiatrists
were trained in the UK and
felt that there is a need for
better asylums matching
those of the UK,” said Dr
Jain, adding that a lot of
planning went into choos-
ing a site that would be
even more salubrious than
the larger city of Bengaluru
in the 19th century.

Dr Jain also mentioned
how Dr Francis (Frank) Xa-
vier Noronha, the first su-
perintendent of this new
facility, played a pivotal
role in creating the insti-
tute’s lush campus. Dr No-
ronha was a passionate
gardener, which led to the
planting of many semi-dec-
orative and medicinal trees
on the 125-acre campus, a
fact that no doubt contri-
buted to better manage-
ment of the mental health
of its patients, going by re-
cent studies that indicate a
positive correlation bet-
ween proximity to green
spaces and mental wellbe-

Francis Xavier Noronha, the first superintendent of NIMHANS, played a pivotal role in creating the institute’s lush campus. FLE PHoTO

Mental health rights activist Nirmala rinivasan, psychiatrist Sanjeev Jain, and writer and editor Kavya
Murthy at a panel discussion in Bengaluru. LEKHANAIDY

“That healing space was
created for the district of
Bangalore, and they want-
ed to replicate these in ev-
ery district in Karnataka,”
he said, adding that there
were around 350 patients
back then, in keeping with
the idea that 5-6 people
needed an acre of land to
spend their lives on. And
while the city has grown
cxponenu'ally since then,

“these kinds of spaces ha-
ven’t been created anywh-

ere else,” he says. So what
has worked and not
worked, asked Murthy.
“Success lies in the eyes of
the beholder,” laughed Dr
Jain. NIMHANS - which
had a staff of 6 when it was
established in 1954 as the

AllIndia Institute of Mental
Health -today has a staff of
200. “We used to see about
1000 admissions a year.
Now we have around
12,000 in psychiatry and
another 8000 in neurolo-

Source: The Hindu, p. 7, March. 4, 2024
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gy," he said. These num-

rs, the institute gets
around half a million pa-
tient visits annually, he
says, put immense pres-
sure on NIMHANS.

While the service provi-
sion has improved, it
doesn’t always answer the
needs of the people effi-
ciently, he admitted. “Ev-
ery morning, you get 1,000

tients.

“No matter how many
staff you have, and if you

Idon't separate the
family from the
individual the way
mental health experts
look at it. How can you
use ‘burden of care’;
my flesh-and-blood.

NIRMALA SRINIVASAN
mental health rights activist

need to spend at least half
an hour per person, there
is simply no time.”

A family matter

Family and their role in the
management of mental
health was another thing
that came up in the discus-
sion. Dr Srinivasan, for in-
stance, shared her firs
pression of NIMHANS
when she walked into
a 6-year daughter of a
mother who was admitted
there,” she said, recalling
the beautiful park and
courtyard of the institute,
the trees and buildings and
acres of land surrounding
the cottage her mother was
housed in.

“I didn’t find anything
odd,” said Dr Srinivasan,
adding that her tryst with
mental illness was a long
Jjourney, starting when she
wasa 3-year-old baby born
ictoria Hosplml Itisa
beautiful experience to un-
derstand mental illness,”
said Dr Srinivasan, who
played a pivotal role in ena-
bling an ambulance service
for psychiatric emergen-
cies in the city.

Dr Jain talked about the
establishment of the men-
tal hospital in Amritsar and
how it started from tents,
with families playing a key
role in the caregiving pro-
cess, something that was
also seen in the family
wards of CMC Vellore.

“With that came the as-
sumption that the families
can be engaged in treat-
ment and long-term out-
come of the patient,” he
said. Unfortunately, ho-

wever, caregiving has be-
come more complicated
with shrinking family un-
its. “The average size of fa-
mily has dropped to four. If
one person is ill, the other
three cannot afford to look
after another person,” he
said, pointing out that the
question of who will look
after a person with mental
illness after their primary
caregiver’s time is a very
high concern in the Indian
context. “Family members,
need to share the care, but
that should not reduce or
make the govemmem in-

sensitive to  providing
care”

Srinivasan offered a
slightly diffe

the matter.
rate the family from the in-
dividual the way mental
health experts look at it.
How can use ‘burden

of care’; it is my flesh-and-
blood.” In her opinion, the
words chosen by doctors
matter a lot since they in-
fluence the family’s think-
ing,

attitude and beha-

r. “I wish that we
banish this e\(pressml\ the
burden of care,” she said.

Dr Jain added that the
term “burden” in relation
to mental illness was spec-
ifically formulated in Nazi
Germany. “They killed pe-
ople in mental hospitals in
Germany because of this
concept of burden,” he
said. He also noted that the
word was often only ap-
plied only mental iliness.
“No one talks about the
burden of cancer, hyper-
tension, heart diseases. It
is a problem to be solved,”
he said. “The word burden
has unfortunate
connotations.”

This event is part of the
“Listening to Voices' pro-
ject that documents audio
stories about  mental
health in Bangalore. A pilot
installation, inspired by
Itaru Sasuki’s windphone,
will be open to the public
from Feb 29th (5 pm) to
March 5th (8 pm) at the BIC
Garden area.




Disorders, fear of labour pain
drive up C-section deliveries

Made Up 41.8%
of 6L Deliveries
in 2023-24

Mini.Thomas@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Karnataka wit-
nessed an alarmingrise in C-
sectionsin the past six years.

Health and family welfare
department data accessed by
TOI shows that in 2018-19, on-
1y 30.7% of the total institu-
tional deliveries in Karnata-
ka were C-sections, while in
2023-24, the proportion went
up to 41.8%. Out of 6,08,424
institutional deliveries re-
gistered in the state during
the last reported year,
2,54,385 were C-sections.

The increasing prevalen-
ce of medical disorders like
diabetes or hypertension
complicating the pregnancy
has contributed to the rapid
rise in C-sections, said Dr Sa-
vitha C, medical superinten-
dent at Vani Vilas Hospital,
Bengaluru. “Another interes-
ting statistic is that caesare-
andelivery is more among af-
fluent women due to percei-
ved lower risks and fear of la-
bour pain,” she said. “Rise in
infertility cases treated with
ART and elderly women with
pregnancy who choose caesa-
rean over normal delivery al-
so have led to a rise in C-sec-
tions,” Dr Savitha added.

There is also a growing
trend of opting for muhurat
C-sections to coincide with
anauspiciousdate and time.

The data shows that 65.1%
of the total deliveries in Tu-
makuru in2023-24 were C-sec-
tions. The C-section propor-
tion in Tumakuru has been
steadily climbing, with 57.8%
in 2018-19, 58.6% in 2019-20,
61.2% in 2020-21, 62.2 % in 2021-
22, and 63.5% in 2022-23. Of
the 21,439 institutional delive-

‘EFFORTS ON TO BRING
DOWN PROPORTION’

0 address the rising number of C-sections in

the state, the department of health and
family welfare has launched several
initiatives, including audits.

“With a view to reduce unnecessary
C-sections, we have also introduced midwifery
services at public health
\ | facilities. Nurse practitioners in
midwifery (NPMs) support the
mothers during labour and help
‘| them deliver naturally, using
‘§ exercises and alternate birth

positions,” said Dr N Raj Kumar,
} deputy director, maternal
health at the department,
adding these initiatives are expected to bring
the C-section proportion within the range of
20-40% of the total deliveries.

The state also offers Dakshata training to
staff in the labour room as part of its efforts to
bring down the C-section numbers, according
to D Randeep, commissioner of health and
family and welfare.

RISKS & BENEFITS

(3 Anormal delivery is a physiological process.

At any point of time, that is the best,” said
Dr Savitha C, medical superintendent at Vani
Vilas Hospital, Bengaluru.

C-sections have many disadvantages, she
explained. “The recovery will be delayed. There
will be some amount of morbidity. Women who
undergo C-sections are at a higher risk of
infections if care is not taken. That said, with the
advent of antibiotics, C-sections have become
safer, compared to how they used to be in the

olden days. Where
there is an indication
to do a C-section,
it can be done.
Caesarean delivery
is a life-saving
procedure for either
the mother or baby
or sometimes both
when it is done for
the right indications
and with following
all surgical
protocols,” she said.
“We counsel the women regarding the

benefits of normal labour from the antenatal
period and have many interventions like music
therapy, exercises, monitoring and labour
analgesia. We have a strict set of protocols and
indications for caesarean delivery. We also
have a monitoring system with monthly audits
and reports,” she added.

Source: State health department
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ries registered in the district

the state to the commerciali-

ferred to them. But that is not

since 2023, C-sectionshaveac-
counted for13,956.

Udupi, Chikkamagaluru,
Chitradurga, Bengaluru Ru-
ral, and Kolar are among the
districts with the highest pro-
portionof C-sections, besides
Tumakuru. Yadgir hasrepor-
ted alow proportion of C-sec-
tions, with 5.9% in 2018-19, 4%
in 2019-20, 5.9% in 2020-21,
8.1% in 2021-22, 11.3% in 2022-
23,and 9.4% in 2023-24.

Akhila Vasan of Karnata-
ka Janaarogya Chaluvali at-
tributes the rising trend in

sation of healthcare.
“Globally, the proportion
of C-sectionsislessthan15%.
Here as your data shows 40%
are C-sections. There is only
one reason for this: the com-
mercialisation of healthcare.
If youdisaggregate your own
data by type of health facility,
you will find that a substanti-
ally larger proportion of C-
sections have taken place in
private facilities. This trend
has been seen for a very long
time now. Many doctors say
that complicated cases get re-

Source: The Times of India, p.2, March. 4, 2024
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true. If you try and see what
proportion of the C-sections
in private hospitals had a
complication, you will find
that it is a small percentage,”
Akhila said. “Many doctors
say women themselves ask
for it. That is also true. My qu-
estion is: since when have
doctors started deciding on
surgeries based on what the
patient ‘wants’. Also isn't ita
doctor's duty to refuse surge-
rieswhen theyareunwarran-
ted? Who created the demand
in thefirst place?” she said.



Uptick in Covid cases in four
states, testing remains low

Delhi Has Recorded Over 400 Fresh Cases In Past 15 Days

CASES UP IN NORTH, FALLING IN SOUTH

Amit.Bhattacharya
@timesgroup.com

elhi reported 63 new
[) Covid-19 cases in the
_/ last 24 hours, the capi-
tal’s highest daily number
since May last year, amid an
uptick in infections in the ci-
ty as well as some other nort-
hern states such as Rajast-
han, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.
In thelast15days, Delhirecor-
ded 459 fresh cases of the vi-
rus, up from 191 in the previo-
usfortnightand 73in the earli-
er 15-day period. Cases in Ra-
jasthan — where CM Bhajan
Lal Sharma has tested positi-
ve — have risen from 27 to 96,
and then to 226, during the
same period, as per Union he-
althministry data.

The numbers aren’t lar-
ge. But with testing remai-
ning low, most experts assu-
me the actual count of cases
is likely to be much higher.

Maharashtra essss Delhi esss Karnataka esss UP e Rajasthan
Fortnightly Covid Cases Total Cases in
959 India
2,510 2,420
555 496 [
459
s
7 164
12
Jan20- Feb Feb19-
Jan20-Feb4  Feb4-19  Feb 19-March5 Feb4 4-19 March5

The last time the daily num-
ber of Covid cases in Delhi
was higher than 50 was in
May 2023. That was during
the declining phase of a co-
untrywide surge in cases
across India that began in
March and peaked in mid-
April, with over 12,500 cases
reported in Indiaon April19.

Cases rose again earlier
in this winter (Dec-Jan), but

Source: Union health ministry

the numbers were far lower.
The highest daily count du-
ring this surge was 841 repor-
ted across India on Dec 30. At
that time, most cases were
being reported from south
India, particularly Kerala.
More than two months la-
ter, the north seems to be now
seeing a spike. Apart from
Delhi and Rajasthan, num-
bers are rising in UP and Bi-

Source: The Times of India, p.13, March. 7, 2024
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har.UPhadreportedjusti2ca-
ses in the 15-day period from
Jan 20 to Feb 4. This rose to 36
in the subsequent fortnight
(Feb 4-19), and then to 164 in
the latest fortnight (Feb 19-
March 5). Similarly, cases de-
tected in Bihar have risen to
103 from 14 in the previous
fortnight.

In Karnataka state, whe-
re cases had surged recently,
infections appear to be coo-
ling off. The state reported
268 new cases in the latest 15-
day period, down from 959
two fortnights ago.

In Maharashtra, howe-
ver, the case count has been
more or less steady over the
last three fortnights. The sta-
tereported 496 casesin thela-
test period as compared to
466 and 555 in the previous
two fortnights. With Covid
becoming endemic, such pe-
riodicsurgesarenormaland
expected, say experts.
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‘Govt. aims to Increase representation
of women in police force to 25%’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Home Minister G. Para-
meshwara on Wednesday
said that the State govern-
ment plans to increase the
share of women in Karna-
taka State Police from the
existing 8% to 25% in due
course.

Addressing a seminar
on ‘violence against wo-
men’, Dr. Parameshwara
said that the government is
committed to ensure safety
of women and has sanc-
tioned six women police
stations across the city tak-
ing their number to eight.
To provide assistance to
the aggrieved visitors, two
women counsellors have
been appointed at each of
these police stations, he
added. The department
should ensure that all wo-
men police stations are
headed by a woman officer
but due to shortage of wo-
men officers many station
do not have such facilities.
However, this will be cor-
rected in the coming days,
he said.

Elaborating on the mea-
sures taken to ensure the
safety of women under
Safe City Project, Dr. Para-
meshwara said that the
aim is to make Bengaluru a
safe city where 7,500 CCTV

Home Minister G. Parameshwara addressing a seminar on violence against women, in Bengaluru on
Wednesday. DG&IGP Alok Mohan and city Police Commissioner B. Dayananda also seen.

cameras, 280 Hoysala veh-
icles, and the entire city
police force work round
the clock to ensure the sa-
fety and maintain law and
order. The 112 response
system developed on a par
with the London Metropol-
itan Police model started
with a response time of 20
minutes and has now im-
proved to seven minutes,
he added.

The Home Minister said
that the government was
also working on a scheme
to provide housing facili-
ties for acid attack victims
and help their children get
educated.

As many as 20 women
participants raised their
concerns ranging from
creating gender sensitivity
among the police person-
nel to getting required le-

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 7, 2024
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gal support and dedicated
advocates to fight their cas-
es.

A woman complained
that she was running from
pillar to post to get justice
for her minor daughter
who is a rape victim. She
said that the her daughter
was being threatened by
the perpetrators and the
jurisdictional Begur police
had refused to be of any
help. She said her daughter
was not going to school be-
cause of this for the past
year. Dr. Parameshwara
said that they would not
only help the victim and
her family, but would in-
itiate action against offi-
cials who hadn’t come to
the rescue of the victim.

Another women com-
plained about the indiffe-
rence of the Hoskote police

while handling a case of a
womn assaulted by her
husband and  being
dumped in the well. The
accused, who works in the
Forest Department, was
being supported by the
police and despite assault
and attempt to murder
charges, the police refused
to register FIR and take le-
gal action against the ac-
cused, the woman alleged.

Many women voiced
their concerns that dowry
harassment section 498A
cases had become “tooth-
less” and the police re-
fused to take legal action
and arrest citing new gui-
delines. “Counselling has
become the norm for all
the domestic violence as
victims advised to “adjust”
, another women partici-
pant said.



30% of salaried women in

city

experienced gender

bias at workplace: Survey

This is higher than the national average of 16%, according to the survey by CRISIL, DBS Bank India

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

ccording to a joint
Asuwey conducted
by CRISIL and DBS

Bank India, some 30% of
salaried women in Benga-
luru experienced gender
bias at their workplace,
higher than the national
average of 16%. The survey,
conducted among 800 sa-
laried and self-employed
women across 10 cities in
the country, reported that
14% of salaried women in
Hyderabad reported a gen-
der bias.

Also, the perception of
the gender gap in pay va-
ried by region. For in-
stance, 43% of salaried wo-
men respondents from
Delhi reported perceiving
it, whereas only 4% did so
in Kolkata.

Negotiating salaries

When it comes to negotiat-
ing salaries, 77% of women
in Chennai said they did
not face challenges, com-
pared with 41% in Hydera-
bad. Some 42% of women
across the country faced
difficulties while negotiat-
ing salaries. Meanwhile,
96% of women in Kolkata
faced no obstacles when

When it comes to negotiating salaries, 77% of women in Chennai
said they did not face challenges, compared with 41%in
Hyderabad. GETTY IMAGES

negotiating salaries, while
only 33% in Ahmedabad
felt so.

Kishore Poduri, Manag-
ing Director and Country
Head, HR, DBS Bank India,
said, “Encouraging wo-
men’s active participation
in the workforce is crucial
for fostering their econom-
ic independence and en-
suring autonomy in finan-
cial decision-making.
Insights gleaned from the
study can empower organ-
isations to understand bet-
ter women’s aspirations
and tailor strategies that
align with their
preferences.”

Source: The Hindu, p. 7, March. 7, 2024
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The survey titled “Wo-
men and Finance” also
tracked their leisure beha-
viour. After Kolkata (55%),
women in Mumbai (50%)
spend the most time on lei-
sure travel. In the south,
47% of women in Bengalu-
ru have taken more than
three leisure trips in the
past year, compared with
15% in Hyderabad. Some
38% of them in Delhi have
taken more than three lei-
sure trips compared with
30% of women in
Ahmedabad.

The findings also cor-
roborate industry views on
persistent gender dispari-

The survey titled
‘Women and Finance’
was conducted
among 800 salaried
and self-emploved
wWomen across

10 cities

ties in the workplace, re-
vealing that the perceived
gender pay gap at a pan-In-
dia level stood at 23%
among salaried women,
while perceived gender
bias stood at 16%.

Semi-affluent women,
earning between %10 to 25
lakh annually, and affluent
women, with salaries rang-
ing from 41 to 55 lakh per
year, have varying perspec-
tives on the gender pay
gap. Affluent women re-
ported a higher perception
of the gender pay gap at
30%, while this stood at
18% among semi-affluent
women.

A similar trend was seen
with the perception of gen-
der bias at the workplace,
with 30% of affluent wo-
men asserting that they
had experienced it, signifi-
cantly higher than the 12%
of women in the semi-af-
fluent cohort who had per-
ceived the same bias, as
per the study.



BUSHRA ANSARI AND SOWMYA RAJARAM

thasn’t been a good week for wom-

en in India. When a 28-year-old

Spanish-Brazilian vlogger was

gang-raped in Jharkhand, US jour-

nalist David Josef Volodzko posted

on social media about India being
an unsafe country for women. To this, the
National Commission for Women (NCW)
chairperson Rekha Sharma responded,
accusing him of “vilifying” India. She then
purported to respond with “statistics”and
“data” (sans sources) that “over 6 million
tourists arrive in India every year, many of
them are single women, and they holiday
safely.” So let’s look at what the data actu-
allysays.

As per the Women Peace and Security
Index 2023 released by the Georgetown
Institute for Women, Peace, and Security,
Indiaranks128 outof177 countriesinterms
ofwomen’sinclusion, justice,and security.

Thelatestdata from the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) reveals that the
rate of crimes againstwomen in India (cal-
culated as crimes per 100,000 women) in-
creased by12.9%between 2018and 2022.In
India, the reported crimes against women
per 100,000 women population was 66.4
in 2022, in comparison with 58.8 in 2018.
This increase could be due to a number
of factors, including an increase in actu-
al crimes, an improvement in reporting
mechanisms, and a growing willingness of
womentospeakoutabouttheirexperienc-
esofviolence.

The statistics in “Crime in India 2022,”
the annual report by the NCRB, show that
a total of 13 States and Union Territories
recorded crime rates higher than the na-
tional average of 66.4. Delhi topped the
list at 144.4, followed by Haryana (118.7),
Telangana (117), Rajasthan (115.1), Odisha
(103.3), Andhra Pradesh (96.2), Andaman
and Nicobar Islands (93.7), Kerala (82),As-
sam (81.2), Madhya Pradesh (78.8), Uttara-
khand (77), Maharashtra (75.1), and West
Bengal (71.8). The rate of crime in Uttar
Pradesh, which contributed nearly 15% of
the cases in India, stood at 58.6.

“India takes the safety of women very se-
riously, as evidenced by its implementation
of stringent laws over time,” Sharma said in
herresponse. Yet, despite the enactment of
the Protection of Women from Domestic
Violence Act (2005), themajority of crimes
against women under the IPC were of cru-
elty by the husband or his relatives (31.4%).
Thiswas followed by kidnapping and abduc-
tion of women (19.2%), assault on women
withintent to outrage her modesty (18.7%),
andrape (7.1%), NCRBrecordsstate.

Thereis more. During the Covid-19 pan-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.11 March, 8,
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It's Women’s Day. Butonthe
oround, little has changed

Data onviolence against women in the country tells us that much remains

tobe done to make the country a safe space

Crimes against women
under the Indian Penal

Code. 2022

18.7 19.2

e Kidn;p ing and

Modesty abduction

7.1

Rape
23.6 31.4
Others Curelty by husband/

his relatives

demic, the crime rate per 100,000 women
population jumped from 56.5 in 2020 to
64.5 in 2021. A number of factors could
have contributed to this, including reverse
migration, social isolation, and economic
strain. These factors can aggravate exist-
ing tensions within households and create
additional stressors, leading to increased
violence.

A lack of economic independence fur-
ther cripples women'’s ability to protect
themselves from abuse and harassment.
Despite legal frameworks, most women
are not entitled to a share of property due
toestablished social norms. Also, women’s
participation in the labour force is mostly
intheinformal economy, which givesthem
little access to social protection.

In the workplace, too, women face a
higher risk of gender violence. Data tells
us that women’s quest for financial inde-
pendenceactually seems toaugment their
risk of facing harassment within profes-
sional settings. This despite the existence
of the Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace Act, 2013 (commonly known
as the POSH Act). As per the NCRB, the
victim count for workplace sexual harass-
ment against women has increased from
402 in 2018 to 422 in 2022. This is cause
for concern because it is well established
that women actually under-report crimes
against them due to fear of repercussions,
inadequate awareness, and societal biases.

Globally, too, Violence Against Women
and Girls (VAWG) is a serious and perva-
sive issue. According to the World Health
Organisation, at least one in three women
worldwide has experienced physical or
sexualviolenceintheirlifetime,and nearly
oneinl0 girlshasexperienced forced inter-
courseor other sexual acts.

In India, this is exacerbated by en-
trenched gender biasand patriarchal social

Violence against women increased by 12.9% from 1018 to 2022 in India
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norms, which allow women little agency
and prevent them from reporting crimes
against them for fear of repercussions. So,
what canwe do?
Weneedsystemic change, which canonly
happen through a multi-faceted approach.
Gender-transformativeapproachescanbe
implemented via childhood education and
household-and community-levelinterven-
tions. Innovative methods, such as game-
play, can be used to involve both men and
women in gender equality initiatives. Oth-
er methods include changing cultural atti-
tudes, reforming policyand law, increasing
support services for survivors, conducting
more information campaigns, workshops,
and training programmes, and designing
intervention programmes based on data.
Initiatives such as the Government of
India’s One Stop Centre (OSC) scheme
(launched in 2015) help by providing a
range of integrated services under one
roof, including police facilitation, medical
aid, legal aid and counselling, psycho-so-
cial counselling, and temporary shelter
to women affected by violence or in dis-
tress. Currently, 752 OSCs are operational
across India and have assisted over eight
lakh women. Civil societies, SPOs, ASHA
workers, SHGs, religious and faith-based

2024
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institutions, and governmentinitiatives can
also play a vital role in raising awareness
about gender-based violence through so-
cial gatheringsand networkingsites. These
entities can raise awareness through edu-
cational campaigns,community outreach,
and media engagement. They operate by
organising workshops, leveraging social
media, and collaborating to address gen-
der-based violence and promote a culture
of respectand equality.

VAWG hasserious social, economic,and
cultural implications. It has been linked to
higher rates of poverty, poor health out-
comes for women and their children, and
lower levels of education and economic
participation. Discussing VAWG in India
isthefirststep toaddressingit,and we must
let the data and evidence guide us towards
implementingsolutions that create asafer
and more equitable society for women.

(Bushra Ansariand Sowmya Rajaram
work at ISDM DataSights, a soon-to-be-
launched, singular online data hub
underthe umbrella of the Indian School of
Development Management (https./jwww.
isdm.org.inj), which hosts comprehensive
data, knowledge assets and tools for
analytics andresearch on the Sustainable
Develovment Goals (SDGs).



The determinant in ‘more women in the job market’

here is growing demand from social
T scientists, governments and international

organisations, such as the World Bank and
the International Monetary Fund, that women’s
participation in the economy/labour market
should increase to promote economic growth of
India. It is believed that when women’s
participation rate, which is one of the lowest in
Asia, increases, it will bring prosperity to the
Indian economy.

Key factor of patriarchy
Why is women’s participation in the labour
market in India so low?

Though there are various explanations such as
low human capital, and even discrimination
against women, the root cause is patriarchy,
which is a social system marked by the
supremacy of the father/man in the family,
community and society. As Marina Watanabe
says, patriarchy is “a social structural
phenomenon in which males have the privilege
of dominance over females”. This supremacy is
manifested: in values, attitudes, and customs in
the society; in ownership of assets, incomes and
wealth; and in institutes and organisations that
govern our society and economy. With economic
growth and increasing education, the strength of
patriarchy has perhaps declined in some ways.
However, the overall culture of male dominance
over women has not changed much in our
traditional society.

Under patriarchy, men are considered to be
the breadwinners and women are expected to be
the homemakers. That is, women are responsible
for household upkeep, and for providing care to
the child and those who are old, sick and the
disabled in the family. Even when there is hired
help, it is the woman who is responsible for
household upkeep and care.

Though performed with love, this work of
women is inferior work for several reasons. This
work is unpaid and invisible as time use data are
not available on a regular basis in India, and,
therefore, not covered under national policies. It
is repetitive (performed every day) and boring.
There is no upward mobility, and, therefore, a
dead-end job. There is no retirement and no

Indira Hirway

is Professor of
Economics, Centre
for Development
Alternatives,
Ahmedabad

India raising the
participation
rate of
well-educated
women in the
labour market
could also lead
to a huge army
of exploited
domestic
workers

pension. This implies that a significant part of the
total labour force available to the economy is
locked up in low productivity and inferior kind of
work, which is performed mainly by women.
Women perform this work not necessarily by free
choice or by any particular efficiency in this work
but because it is largely imposed on women as a
social construct. As this work is outside the
purview of economic policies, the drudgery of
work, the time stress, technology and low
productivity of this type of work and working
conditions of workers are outside the purview of
policy making. This is unjust, unfair, and
unacceptable.

As a result, many women do not enter the
labour market due to their high domestic
responsibilities. When the others enter the labour
market, they enter with domestic responsibilities
on their shoulders, implying that there is no level
playing field for them from the beginning. Again,
they usually have lower human capital (thanks to
social norms); restricted mobility due to their
domestic responsibilities.

Therefore, their choice is gendered in the
labour market. They tend to prefer work that is
close to home, part time or flexible work, and
which has a safe work environment.
Consequently, they overcrowd in stereotyped low
productivity jobs and lag behind men in all
average labour market outcomes such as
participation, wages, and diversification of work.
This is clearly not the optimum use of women
labour power in the economy. Therefore,
women’s participation in the labour market must
be raised.

Greater participation, but also exploitation
As women with higher education and
professional qualifications in India tend to
participate more in the labour market, it is
argued by experts that greater women’s
education will raise their participation rate in the
labour market.

However, this is only half truth, as this increase
in participation is backed by an army of domestic
workers, who are known to be highly exploited in
the Indian economy.

Women’s participation in the labour market

Source: The Hindu, p. 16, March. 8, 2024
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can increase at all levels mainly by reducing their
burden of unpaid domestic work and care by
reducing the drudgery/strain of work or
improving productivity of women's work (for
example, providing fuel-efficient stoves in
cooking in place of primitive stoves that use fuel
wood); by providing infrastructural support to
reduce the burden of their work (for example,
water supply at the doorstep); by shifting a part of
unpaid work to the mainstream economy (for
example, child care, disabled care, care of the old
can be provided by the government, the market
or by civil society organisations to the
mainstream economy).

The burden of unpaid domestic work on
‘women can also be reduced by redistributing this
work to other household members, mainly men.
These steps will release women from the burden
of unpaid work to a significant extent and give
them free time to acquire higher education and
new skills, or to participate in productive work in
the labour market.

Address the issue of subordination

If we want not only women’s participation but
also gender equality in the labour market,
households will have to provide equal
opportunities to men and women within the
household, i.e., by sharing the “inferior work”, or
unpaid domestic work and care by men and
‘women. However, irrespective of sharing, what is
critical is removing the subordination of women
in the household by sharing the responsibility of
unpaid household work by men and women.

On hired domestic workers, there is an
International Labour Organization Convention
that provides minimum basic rights to domestic
workers in the world. These include a weekly day
off, limited hours of work, overtime
compensation, minimum wages and minimum
social security. It is unfortunate that India has not
even ratified this Convention. If India raises the
participation rate of (well-educated) women in
the labour market along with a rapid increase in
the size of domestic workers, the gains in terms of
economic growth will be lost as it will create a
huge army of highly exploited domestic workers
also.



The burden of women in construction

How the construction sector can absorb more women, especially migrants

Namrata Chindarkar
& Divya Ravindranath

ow female labour force
L participation remains a

pressing concern in In-
dia. Even among women who
are employed, it is imperative
that we ask how they fare in
their sector of employment, in
terms of the quality of employ-
ment, which includes parame-
ters such as skill development
and training, social protec-
tion, work-life balance, in-
come, and employment
security.

One sector that is often
overlooked in discussions on
women’s employment is con-
struction, which is traditional-
ly seen as a male-dominated
sector in most parts of the
world. In India, the construc-
tion sector is one of the largest
employers of the migrant fe-
male labour force, especially
those from Scheduled Caste
and Scheduled Tribe house-
holds. In several parts of the
country, especially in seasons
when agricultural work is
scarce, the construction in-
dustry becomes a vital source
of employment for women.

We reflect on the quality of
women’s employment in the
construction sector by com-
bining data from a sub-sample
of women workers in the 2019
Time Use Survey (TUS) with
insights from ongoing primary
research at construction sites.
Analysing quantitative data
from the TUS alongside quali-
tative primary data helps us
scrutinise and understand not
just how much time women
spend on paid work but also
the nature of their work in
particular sectors. Subse-
quently, it can help identify
potential interventions to en-
hance conditions of work and
the overall quality of work.

According to TUS data, wo-
men in the construction sec-
tor spend an average of 483

minutes per day on paid em-
ployment, 240 minutes on un-
paid domestic work, and an

additional 111 minutes on
childcare. Furthermore,
about 18% reported perform-
ing simultaneous activities,
that is, engaging in more than
one activity in a 10-minute
time slot.

Simultaneity stems from
the disproportionate amount
of time women spend on un-
paid domestic work and un-
paid childcare in addition to
time spent on paid employ-
ment. There are several exam-
ples of this. For instance, wo-
men breastfeed or tend to
their children while also carry-
ing a bag of cement on their
shoulders. This is the only way
they can accomplish both
tasks, given the long hours of
paid work and the burden of
domestic chores and child-
care. In resource-constrained
housing for construction
workers, social protection
measures such as availability
of childcare at the workplace
can provide critical support in
reducing women’s burden of
unpaid childcare
responsibilities.

The TUS also suggests that
84% of women engage in mul-
tiple activities. This is defined
as engaging in more than one
activity in a 30-minute time
slot, with each activity being
done for at least 10 minutes.
On average, they engage in se-
ven such multiple activity slots
in a single day. Our primary
research shows that em-

ployers in the construction
sector often break down tasks
to circumvent minimum wage
requirements, forcing women
to undertake multiple tasks
throughout the day to meet
minimum wage thresholds.
These include menial tasks
with quick turnarounds such
as moving bricks, mixing, and
sifting sand and cement
throughout the day. These
tasks, though considered un-
skilled, are extremely labo-
rious and usually without safe-
ty equipment. Women are
often paid by piece or the
quantum of work completed.
This means that these tasks
necessitate women to do high-
intensity work within short
durations.

With greater use of technol-
ogy and automation, many of
these tasks may become re-
dundant, potentially reducing
opportunities for women.
While skilling is critical to seek
and sustain better forms of
work in the industry, em-
ployers remain hesitant to
train women, assuming they
are incapable of operating
equipment and machinery.
Skilled work is critical for
achieving better quality of
work and improving wages for
women in this sector.

Construction is among the
fastest-growing sectors, em-
ploying approximately 4% of
the female labour force in ru-
ral and urban areas. With bet-
ter provisioning of social pro-
tection, skills training, and
improved workplace safety, it
has the potential to absorb a
significant portion of the fe-
male labour force, especially
migrant women, into produc-
tive paid work.

Namrata Chindarkar is Associate
Professor at the JSW School of Public
Policy (JSW-SPP), Indian Institute of
Management, Ahmedabad and Divya
Ravindranath is a Senior Researcher at
the School of Human Development

Source: The Hindu, p. 17, March. 8, 2024
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Fall and rise in women’s work participation

rguably, the debate

around trends in Indian

women’s employment

is only outclassed by a
similar one regarding trends in
poverty. Unfortunately, the
scrutiny of the measurement of
poverty is not matched by
similarly close attention to the
measurement of employment.

The broad contours of the

debate, mainly relying on data
from the National Sample Surveys
(NSS) and Periodic Labour Force
Surveys (PLFS), are the following:
the work participation rate for
women ages 15 and above
fluctuated around 42% between
1993-94 and 2004-05, declined to
28% in 2011-12, and plummeted to
22% in 2017-18. From 2017, it
miraculously surged, and reached
36% in 2022-23.

Two contrasting narratives

In an era of heightened
politicisation of statistics, these
observations became a ping-pong
between pessimists and optimists.
The pessimistic story explained
the decline in women’s work
participation as a sign of declining
job availability and later increase
as a sign of poverty. The optimistic
story painted the initial decline as
a sign of growing prosperity,
allowing women to focus on their
families, and the surge as a sign of
increasing job opportunities.
Others have tried to see thisas a
natural transformation of the
economy chronicled by Claudia
Goldin’s famous U-shaped curve
where women are displaced from
the labour market as the
agricultural workforce moves to
industrial employment, with
female employment rebounding
with the service economy again
making space for them.

We must examine the
foundation of these narratives. We
see a striking trend when we
break down the 25-59-year-old
women’s work participation into
three categories: self-employment
in agriculture, self-employment in
other activities, mainly in petty
manufacturing or shopkeeping,
and wage and salaried work in

Sonalde Desai

is Professor at the
National Council of
Applied Economic
Research (NCAER).
Views are personal

Pallavi
Choudhuri

is Senior Fellow at
NCAER. Views are
personal

Instead of
debating the
cause of the fall
and the rise in
the proportion
of women
farmers and
family helpers,
we should look
to expand
women's
opportunities
outside of
agriculture,
which are better
paying

manual or white-collar work.

Women’s work on family farms
dropped from 23% to 10%
between 1993 and 2017. During the
era of increasing employment, the
work on family farms bounced
back to 23%, thus more than
doubling in the last five years.
Wage labour and self-employment
in non-farm work remained more
or less steady at 14-16% and 5-6%,
respectively, although we see a
slight upward trend in wage
employment in recent years. So,
most of the changes are driven by
the ebbing and flowing tide of
women’s work on family farms.

Before we start spinning tales to
explain these trends, let us
explore the challenges faced by
our labour force surveys, which
try to pigeon-hole women who
raise both chickens and children.
NSS and PLFS surveys ask
interviewers to fill out a grid
containing brief descriptions such
as “usual principal activity” and
“whether engaged in any work in
a subsidiary capacity.”

But questions about principal
and subsidiary activity status are
alien for rural women whose day
is full of demands for bathing and
feeding children, fetching water,
washing cattle, harvesting grains,
and making pickles for sale. The
interviewer’s job is to provide
context and ask questions that
elicit information about the key
indicators of interest. For
example, a study by the National
Council of Applied Economic
Research traced the impact of
question-wording on women’s
work participation rate. Women’s
work participation was initially
measured using NSS-style
questions and later through
probing questions. This increased
the rural women’s work
participation rate from 28% to 44%
for the same women. Most of the
omissions were of women who
were self-employed in agriculture
and animal care.

Historically, these challenges
were addressed by relying on
trained and experienced field
investigators who learned to
interpret their questions, keeping

Source: The Hindu, p. 17, March. 8, 2024
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local conditions in mind. However,
India’s once-vaunted statistical
system has been in crisis. As
Pramit Bhattacharya noted, until
the late 1990s, interviewers were
regular employees recruited
locally. Since then, supervisors
have been centrally recruited and
often posted in areas they may not
be familiar with, and interviewers
are short-term contractual
workers hired locally. This has led
to a steep decline in quality,
culminating in the government
disputing the quality of the NSS
consumption expenditure survey
in 2017-18. A recognition of the
declining quality of NSS surveys
may have led to increasing
attention to data quality, as
evidenced by the increase in the
strength of subordinate statistical
services from 2,181 officers in
2009-10 to 3,121 in 2019-20. This
suggests that increased attention
to capturing women’s work on
family farms rather than an actual
increase in farm work accounts for
the doubling of women farmers
over a short period of five years.

The counterargument

A counterargument might be that
this increase is due to economic
shifts, particularly men’s
movement out of agriculture,
creating space for women. Yet, a
modest decline in male
self-employment in farming, from
33% to 25%, occurred between
2004-05 and 2017-18, when the
female work participation rate also
declined. Since then, the
proportion of men classified as
farmers/family helpers has
increased slightly, accompanied
by a much more significant
increase for women.

Instead of debating the cause of
the fall and the rise in the
proportion of women farmers and
family helpers, attention needs to
focus on the relative stagnation in
the proportion of women who are
wage workers (around 16%) and
owners/family helpers of small
businesses (around 6%) and seek
to expand women’s opportunities
outside of agriculture, which is
generally better paying.

Back to Contents
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UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
BENGALURU, DHNS

he Karnataka government

issued the state vehicle

scrapping policyin Decem-

ber 2022. However, only a

few thousand of the lakhs
of vehicles in Bengaluru have been
eligible for disposal due tostagnation
initsrollout.

‘The mostcommon typesofvehicles
regularlyseeing breakdowns and en-
gineissuesonroadsin Bengaluruare
gove: nment and private huses gov-

planning before the policy came
into effect, explained that the logis-
tics made the implementation a
herculean task. “In initial meetings
with stakeholders, there was some
backlash from vehicle owners in ru-
ral areas because of a high number
of over-age vehicles there. They also
argued that the policy couldn’t be
applied to them as they didn’t have
thefinances tokeepreplacing goods
vehicles or tractors used for agricul-
tre,”hetold DI,

He added that even if a mandate
for smppmg pnv.ne, non-transport

itcan

garbagcl:rudcsandwatcrcankcrs all
of which pose serious accident risks
and raise safety concerns for road

OId vehicles, with their outdated
engines, also cause pollutmn prob
lems. Over33,00,

beimplementedeffectively onlyafter
logistical hurdles can be overcome.
Mallikarjuna noted that while he
doesn’t envision a mandatory policy
for private vehicles any time soon,
giving a thrust to the existing policy

vehicles over 15 are in Bengaluru Ur
ban division, as of March 31,2023.
The Registered Vehicle Scrapping
Policy of Karnataka, 2022, aimed to
phaseoutunfit, pollutingvehiclesand
replace them withsafer, fuel-efficient
ones. It aims not just to tackle the ve-
hicular emissions caused by these
“end-of-life” vehicles older than 15
yearsbutto formalise and streamline

might more private own-
erstocomeforward.

“I hope the central government
comes out with some mandatory
rules that vehicles aged above 17 or
19 should be scrapped. Then I think
it will pick up pace because people’s
mindsetwill change,and more people
will try this out,” he said, anticipating
amajor change by the fifthyear of this
po]icy (2027).

y ve
hiclesand create a system to disman-
tle, recycle, or sustainably dispose of
them.

‘The policy esti that approx-

that this goes
hand lin-hand with the expansion of
infrastructure and supply of electric
vehicles. “Electric vehicle charging

imately 14.3 lakh end-of-life vehicles
in Karnataka that did not have valid
registration or fitness certificates
were fit for scrapping, and another
66 lakh vehicles will turn 15 years or
older by2027.

The state government outlined
the specifications for authorising
registered vehicle scrapping facili-
ties (RVSFs) to simplify the process.
Tt mandated that all vehicles - even
from other states and Union Territo-
ries—must be scrapped only at these
authorised RVSFs.

Karnataka's only two authorised
RVSF‘sarc around Bengaluru—onein

fixed at short distances have to come
to the market along with this scrap-
pingofoldervehicles. Ifthis happens,
longer-distance vehicles will be re-
placed with electric vehicles, and
vehicle owners will offer their older
vehiclestoscrap,”hesaid.

Mandate for government
vehicles

Although the policy mandates the
scrapping of all government vehicles
ages 15 years and above, the central
portal reflects only 40 applications
submittedatboththeauthorised RVS-
Fs,withonlysixapplicationsthat have

Hobli, D halli taluk,
andanotherinKolala Hobli, Koratag-
eretaluk. So, the burdenof processing
allscrapvehiclesin Karnataka falls on
thesetwo centres.

The first RVSF in the state—Ma-
hindra MSTC Recycling Pvt Ltd
in Vijayapura Hobli, was set up by
Mahindra CERO, a joint venture
between central PSU MSTC le

However, Mallikarjuna told DH
that 600 to 700 vehicles from state
and central governments havealready
beenscrapped.

“The RVSFs would have taken the
vehicles for scrap but wouldn’t have
entered the information on the data-
baseasregularlybecausethereareno
laxconccsslons forgovernmentvehi-

and i Accelo,in

2023. It has received and processed
mostofthe scrappingapplicationsin
Karnataka. Outof1,373applications
by the end of February, 1,157 have
been approved.

Scrapping voluntary for
private vehicles
Thevehiclescrapping policydoesnot
mandatethescrapping of private vehi-
cles—itisstill a voluntary exercise for
vehicle owners.

Besides contacting the two au-
thorised facilities in the state direct-
Iy, vehicle owners can also apply to
scrap their vehicles via the Voluntary

cles. Hence, th speedin;
uptheprocess maynotexisthere,”he
clarified.

The state needed to scrap nearly
15,000 government-owned overage
vehicles, or about 5,000, by March.
However, Mallikarjun recently con-
firmed that although the state has
picked up the pace of scrapping, it
cannot meet the goal of scrapping
5,000 vehicles by March.

Additionally, not all overage vehi-
cles are eligible for scrapping as they
continueto plyontheroadsaslongas
theyhave fitnesscertificatesand have
renewed their Certificate of Registra-
tion (RCs). In some cases, especially

el 2 3

Vehicle Scrapping Application on

the Ministry of Road‘Transport and

-l-hgl\ways ‘Parivahan portal. They can
RVSF-managed

W
N eetlms and

t nt 3
isnota practical decision.
For example, out of more than
fire te ‘with the

400!
it - Karnataka State Flre and Emergen-

cyServices ).atleast284are
‘over 15 years o old , as per information,
shared bvKamal Pant. Director Gen-

Vehicle scrapping
policyyetto

OFF

The government is providing
incentives to promote scrapping
ofvehicles olderthan15years. Yet,
of14.3lakh end-of-life vehicles in
the city, only 1,373 are lined up for
scrapping. Many overage government
vehicles continue to plywith fitness
certificates, and scrapping of private
vehiclesis not mandatory

Older than 15 years in Bengaluru
Non-transport vehicl .89 lakh
Transport vehicles: 5.11 lakh

Together, these include:
Two-wheelers: 20.33 lakh
Gars:7.06lakh
Lightgoods vehicles: 1.36 lakh
Passenger autos: 1.35 lakh
Trucks, lorries: 1.07 lakh
Cabs:39,913
Tractors: 20,881

Buses: 20,554

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A March, 2, 2024
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Non-transport
two-wheelers

Ex-showroom prices
of new vehicles

UptoRs 1 lakh Rs1,000
Rs 1-2lakh Rs 2,000
Rs 2-3lakh Rs 3,000
Rs3-4lakh Rs 4,000
Rs4-5lakh Rs 5,000

Non-transport
four-wheelers

Ex-showroom prices
of new vehicles

Up toRs 5 lakh Rs 10,000
Rs5-10 lakh Rs20,000
Rs10-15 lakh Rs 30,000
Rs 15- 20 lakh Rs 40,000
Above Rs 20 lakh Rs 50,000
Other vehicles
10% tax concession on tax
paid either quarterly or
yearly for up to 8 years

and 10% tax concession

on lifetime tax on newly
registered transport vehicles.
10% tax concession on

vehicles that are impnunded and go
unclaimed overa period via auctions.

Forexample, Kuldeep Kumar Jain,
Deputy Commissionerof Police, Traf-
fic, Bengaluru East, noted that vehi-
cles impounded by the traffic police,
besides those involved in crimes or
accidents, usuallyremaininthe police
station premises until court proceed-
ings close. Due to space constraints,
vehicles might even be shifted to
Mallasandra if they remain in police
custody for many years.

“If the vehicle owner or user has
the proper documents to release the
vehicle and pays any pending dues in
thecaseofimpounding, thecourtcan
release the vehicle the very nextday,”
he said.

However, if nobody claims it for a
period of time orif a vehicle has been
involved in an accident beyond re-
pair, the police can auctionit with the
court’s permission. Interested RVSFs
can purchase these vehicles and dis
poseof them properly.

This is a win-win for the RVSFs,
who get more scrap to disassemble,
thetraffic police, whoget their prem-
ises cleared, and the public, who do
not have to suffer from a lack of road
space outside stations that see such
vehicles piling up over the years.

Certificates of Deposit

According to the dashboard on the
National Portal for Vehicle Scrap-
ping Related Services,maintained by
the Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways, as of February 29, 2024,
Karnataka saw a mere 1,380 applica-
tlons for scrapping being submitted
ly1,164 of which

construction
vehicles, including tractors.

eral of Police, KSFES. According to
the mandatory vehicle scrapping
policy for government vehicles, these
vehiclesmustalso bescrapped due to
being “overage”.

However, Pant calls it a unique
case. “Even if many of our vehicles
are over 15 years old, they wouldu 't

have beenapproved.

Many other states are not doing
this well. The state has seen a few
hundred scrapping applications ap-
proved monthly since September
2023.However, the Certificate of De-
posit(CoD) issueremainsanissue. As
of February 29, 2024, only 423 CoDs
have been issued, of which 68 are un-
signed. Similarly, only 84 Certificates
of! VehlcleSr:nppmg (CVS) have been
issued, whichis of

Ve CT
hecause lhey donr run dally and

vehldes ﬁnally disposed of.

work
among the overage ones, only about
120 have required engine repairs or
replacements besides regular main-
tenancebecause wekeep ourvehicles
in top condition. After all, they are
emergency services. Therefore, they
cannot be scrapped just because of
age,"hesaid.

Henoted thathe has written to the

the RVSF recognise
thenansferofvehldenwnemhlp from
the owner to the facility for further
treatment. Each certificate has a
unique ID to prevent misuse or mal-
practice and enable easy tracking of
vehicles handed over to a scrapping
facility.
Vehicle owners can submit CoDs
when purchaslng new vehicles to
obtain ta s. However, the

istry of road transport and highways

prooessmgof (hese CoDsImdbeend&

steps ahead. AI present, he added

l.axconcesslon calmlauonssupulated

noneofthose 28:

plying on the roads and are instead
kept as backup vehicles pressed into
serviceonlyindire need.

The specially modified fire ten-
ders are also quite expensive due to
the fabrication and time required
to manufacture them. Ahead of the
summer, with a higher chance of for-
estoraccidental fires,itisalsonot the
best decision to remove them if they
functionwell.

Abandoned orimpounded

newlyreg-
istered vehicles against submission of
CoD at 25% of tax paid on the scrap-
ping vehicles.

This led toseveral issues in tax cal-
culations as systems have changed
over 20 years, and old tax data would
not have been available with the ve-
hicle owner or in manual records
with the transport department, C
Mallikarjuna, Additional Commis-
sioner of Transport (Enforcement,
South)told DH.

‘The new system of tax concession
slabs forend-of-life vehicles, effective
'f{:r:Januaryzz. 2024. isexpectedto

By i
& ] |

icles 3
is policy includg a pmvmm%
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A summer of discontent on the water front

Drinking water is in acute short supply across the length and breadth of the State and reservoir levels have plummeted

DROUGHT DISTRESS

Rishikesh Bahadur Desai
Kumar Buradikatti

R. Krishna Kumar
BELAGAVI/KALABURAGI/
MYSURU

he searing heat,
T which will only in-
tensify in the weeks

ahead, is set to aggravate
drinking water crisis in
parts of Karnataka that
bore the brunt of a severe
drought and crop failure
due to failure of south west
monsoon last year.

With mercury levels set
to cross the 40 degrees Cel-
sius in many part of central
and north Karnataka and
breach the 38 degrees Cel-
sius in south-interior Kar-
nataka region, it will be a
summer of discontent. The
depletion of water level in
the reservoirs will be abet-
ted by the evaporation loss
due to scorching heat ad-
ding to the scarcity.

Most of the areas in the
arid Kalyana Karnataka re-
gion that are dependent on
Krishna and the Tungabha-
dra rivers are bracing for a
drinking water crisis. As
per Tungabhadra reservoir
authorities, the dam held
only 8.37 tmcft of water
against its capacity of
105.78 tmcft on Saturday.
This can help meet drink-
ing water requirements of

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, March. 3, 2024

2 7.8

Residents await the arrival of a water tanl

LRI

Reservoir levels

Major dams Gross Capacity
W Tungabhadra | 105.79 tmc ft
W Narayanpur 3331tmcft

M Malaprabha 37.73tmc ft
BKRS 49.45 tmc ft

W Hemavathi 37.10 tmc ft

8.65 tmcft 28.69 tmcft
18.19 tmcft 30.39 tmcft
11.66 tmcft 14.68 tmcft
15.97 tmcft | 28.05 tmcft
13.38tmcft | 21.50 tmcft

parts of Koppal, Raichur,
Vijayanagara, and Ballari
districts.

Kalaburagi receives wa-
ter from the Saradagi bar-
rage which is fed from the
Basavasagar reservoir (Na-
rayanpur dam) and the
farmers along the river
course are warned against
lifting water from the river
for their farming activities.
The administration has de-

Source: KSNDMC

ployed personnel to keep
an eye on the riverbank
pump sets.

‘Water once in 12 days

Despite being on the canal
network of Tungabhadra
reservoir, Ballari is facing a
serious drinking water cri-
sis. Though authorities
claim that they supply wa-
ter once a week, the resi-
dents say that they receive

o

ker at a village in Raichur district; (right) women collect water from a tanker

water once in 12 days in
some areas and 15 days in
others. The current water
availability for Ballari city
can last for another fort-
night, according to Prab-
hanjan Kumar, member of
Ballari City Corporation.

In Belagavi, perched
amidst the Western Ghats,
the average rainfall is about
1,500 mm and the local vil-
lagers have never expe-
rienced water scarcity. But
this year seems to be diffe-
rent. With the majority of
the residents harnessing
open wells and borewells
and only a modest percen-
tage of people depending
on tap water, the crisis is
set to be intense as water
table has depleted due to
drought.

“The last time we had

42

good rainfall was in No-
vember 2022. We managed
somehow till October last
year. But the last few
months have been very
hard,” said Kanteppa Apa-
raj, resident of Bijagarni
village.

Water scarcity is so sev-
ere this year that the Bela-
gundi Gram Panchayat
plans to run water tankers
to needy houses. “Most
farmers have suffered crop
loss in the last kharif and
rabi seasons. They have
lost hope of a crop this
year,” said Sidagouda Mo-
dagi, Krishik Samaj leader.
Interestingly, even the vil-
lage of Rakkasakoppa that
has a huge reservoir that
supplies drinking water to
most parts of Belagavi city,
is suffering from scarcity.

Belagavi. SANTOSH SAGAR & PK. BADIGER

In south interior Karna-
taka, farmers in the Cauv-
ery command area are un-
likely to get water for
summer crops though
there have been sporadic
protests to release water to
the canal at Hullahalli and
other areas in Mysuru dis-
trict.

Mysuru Zilla Panchayat
CEO K.M. Gayatri said con-
tingency plan was in place
for 134 villages where wa-
ter scarcity could emerge
in the weeks ahead as the
water table was likely to
drop. The zilla panchayat
officials have mapped the
villages where the yield
from the borewells were
bound to be low and tank-
ers will be pressed into ser-
vice as a last resort to tide
over water scarcity.
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KARC-2 recommends doing away with
caste verification certificate for issuing
appointment orders to KPSC candidates

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka  Administra-
tive Reforms Commis-
sion-2 (KARC-2), headed by
former Chief Secretary
T.M. Vijay Bhaskar, on Sa-
turday recommended to
the State government to ex-
empt the requirement of
obtaining a caste verifica-
tion certificate for issuing
appointment orders by the
Karnataka Public Service
Commission (KPSC) for
candidates selected under
general merit, category-1,
SC and ST, belonging to
others (physically chal-
lenged, rural quota), and
women categories.

In the report submitted
to Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, the commission
said the general recruit-
ment rules should be
amended accordingly for
expediting the recruitment
process. In its 7th Report,
the commission has co-
vered nine departments
and made 527
recommendations.

It said: “After selection
of candidates by KPSC,
months and in some cases
years of delay occur in giv-
ing appointment letters to
candidates.” To reduce the
time taken, it is recom-
mended to exempt the re-
quirement of obtaining a
caste verification certifi-
cate, it added.

Noting that many selec-
tions are delayed because
of the time taken by KPSC
for document verification,
it recommended that in

Former Chief Secretary T.M. Vijay Bhaskar submitting a report on
administrative reforms to Chief Minister Siddaramaiah in Bengaluru
on Saturday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the case of recruitments
where there are no inter-
views, KPSC should do au-
tomatic online verification
of documents with the on-
line databases of the Reve-
nue Department (using RD
numbers) and Exam Board
databases for SSLC, PU
marks cards. It said the
verification of original de-
gree certificates and other
documents by calling the
selected candidates should
be done by the depart-
ments concerned.

The commission said
newly-recruited staff
should be compulsorily
sent to orientation or in-
duction course of at least
30 days by each depart-
ment. It recommended
that undergoing one-week
training be made a com-
pulsory condition for be-

ing considered for
promotion.

Tatkal services

Under the Karnataka Saka-

la Services Act, the report

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, March. 3, 2024
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recommended that the re-
levant rules be amended
for providing tatkal servic-
es within a day or two de-
pending on the service on
payment of the tatkal
rates. Employees may be
given incentive for provid-
ing tatkal services.

It is recommended that
Sakala Act be amended to
increase  compensatory
cost from 320 per day to
%250 per day of delay sub-
ject to maximum of
325,000 on the lines of the
penalty prescribed under
RTI Act. The current Saka-
la Services Act prescribed
the compensatory cost as
320 per day for the period
of delay in delivering a ser-
vice, subject to a maxi-
mum of T500. The 12-year-
old Act should be changed
for making the compensa-
tory cost provision more
effective. The penalty for
not furnishing information
under the RTI is 3250 per
day subject to a maximum
0f325,000.

On typists and
shared staff

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The KARC-2 report said va-
cant posts of typists should
be abolished in all depart-
ments by general orders.
Typists may be re-designat-
ed as “multi-skilled” work-
ers. It suggested that out-
sourced staff working in
the Secretariat be rotated
among departments after
three to five years for tran-
sparent functioning.

It suggested that govern-
ment offices hire staff on a
part-time or shared basis.
The services that can be
delivered on shared basis
are: data entry operations,
housekeeping services, ac-
counting and payroll ser-
vices in smaller offices, re-
cruitment services, legal,
data collection and survey-
ing, analytics services, and
IT services - cloud comput-
ing, data storage and man-
agement, and cyber-secur-

ity.

OBITUARY &

REMEMBRANCE

DEATH

WE REGRET to inform the sad demise
of K. Srinivasa Raghavan, retired
professor of Metallurgy, IIT Chen-
nai on 2nd March, peacefully in
his sleep. DOB: 26.01.1936 DOD:
02.03.2024 Wife Chitra Raghavan.
Children Hrishikesh Raghavan and
Arundhati Raghavan. Ph: 9632226440.




36,789 families get title deeds

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Saturday gave
away title deeds to 36,789
poor beneficiary families
under Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (PMAY), built
by the Karnataka Slum De-
velopment Board, at a
function organised at K.R.
Puram in Bengaluru on

Saturday.
Housing Minister Za-
meer Ahmed Khan said the

project had been revived
and taken forward by the
present government by
pitching with subsidy
amount, releasing I500
crore in the first phase. As
a result, 36,789 houses
were being given away in

the first phase. While a be-
neficiary was to pay 4.5
lakh towards construction
as per the earlier terms,
the present government
had reduced it to %1 lakh
and pitched in with the re-
maining sum, Mr. Khan

L J

1 £ Ly
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and Housing Minister Zameer Ahmed
Khan at an event in Bengaluru on Saturday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

said. A total of 1,80,253 fa-
milies would benefit from
the scheme, he added.

BENGALURU SOLID WAST

Office of the Chief Enginee
Tech), BS\_A{ML, 1_st Floor, llN

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, March. 3, 2024

‘Guarantee schemes have reached 4.6 cr. people’

The Hindu Bureau
SHIVAMOGGA

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah has said the govern-
ment’s guarantee schemes
have reached over 4.6
crore people in the State,
and with that, the pur-
chasing power of the peo-
ple strengthened.

He was addressing a
convention of beneficiar-
ies of guarantee schemes
in Chikkamagaluru on
Sunday. In Chikkamgaluru
district alone, women had
utilised the benefit of free
travel under the Shakti
scheme over 1.52 crore

N g 1 2
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, Deputy Chief Minister

D.K. Shivakumar, and Minister of Energy K.J. George inaugurating
development works in Chikkamagaluru on Sunday.

times, which incurred an
expenditure of over I55
crore.

Besides that, the num-
ber of people visiting the
pilgrimage centres also in-

Source: The Hindu, p. 6, March. 4, 2024
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creased in the State with
the effective implementa-
tion of the scheme.

Similarly, 2.95 lakh fa-
milies were getting the be-
nefit of Gruhajyothi, 2.41
lakh families were getting
Anna Bhagya, 2.44 lakh
women were getting
32,000 every month un-
der Gruha Lakshmi, and
2,657 youth had enrolled
in the Yuva Nidhi scheme.
The government had been
spending ¥486.86 crore to
reach these benefits to the
beneficiaries in the dis-
trict, he said.

Deputy Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar, address-

ing the beneficiaries, said
the guarantee schemes
had been benefiting all fa-
milies, irrespective of the
party they supported.

Referring to leaders of
the BJP and JD(S) criticiz-
ing the guarantee
schemes, Mr. Shivakumar
challenged them to ask
their party supporters to
give up the benefits of the
schemes.

Energy Minister K.J. Ge-
orge, legislators H.D.
Thammaiah, T.D. Raje
Gowda, Nayana Motam-
ma, G.H. Srinivas and of-
ficers were present at the
programme.



DKS directs of

1cials to

take over irrigation,
commercial borewells

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

As water crisis looms large
in Bengaluru Urban and
Bengaluru Rural, Deputy
Chief Minister and Benga-
luru Development Minister
D.K. Shivakumar directed
the Bangalore Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB) to take over irri-
gation and commercial bo-
rewells to supply water to
parched areas.

Speaking to the media
after chairing a meeting on
drinking water crisis, Mr.
Shivakumar said he has di-
rected BWSSB and the zilla
panchayat to identify irri-
gation borewells used for
farming and commercial
ones and take them over.
“We are planning to com-
pensate for taking over irri-
gation borewells. As water
is the property of the State
and not of any individual,
the State has the right to
take over in the time of cri-
sis. The law pertaining to
water also allows the State
to rope in borewells to ease
the crisis.”

Mr. Shivakumar said
these water sources will be
identified soon and water
will be supplied through
tankers. He further in-
formed that of the 14,781
borewells in Bengaluru,
6,997 are dried up and
7,784 are functional. The
crisis may worsen as alrea-
dy, close to 50% of bore-
wells have dried up.”

Meanwhile, with private
water tankers having to
mandatorily register now,
so far, only 219 water tank-
ers have registered in the
BBMP limits. According to
estimates, there are 3,500
tankers and this also in-
cludes oil tankers.

Mr. Shivakumar said it is

2 > whons
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According to IMD, there is likely to be heatwave during the three
summer months in some parts of the State. FILE PHOTO

mandatory for the tankers
to register and the vehicles
which are not registered
will be seized. The police
and the RTO have also
been informed about this.
A portal - bbmp.oasiswe-
b.in - was opened for regis-
tration on March 1 and re-
gistration should be done
before March 5.

Mr. Shivakumar said
tanker operators are now
charging exorbitant prices
and the government will
soon fix prices based on

distance from the source to
the household. Mr. Shiva-
kumar said that KMF and
other departments that
have empty tankers have
been told to keep them on
standby. He said he had di-
rected the officials to iden-
tify areas where there are
good watertables to drill
borewells, including in Ra-
managara, Devanahalli,
Kanakapura, and others.

Source: The Hindu, p. 3, March. 5, 2024
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In Karnataka, Congress on the defensive

But it hopes to shift focus to ‘guarantee schemes’ and the issue of devolution of funds

STATE OF PLAY

S. Bageshree

n the heels of the Bud-
0 get session of the Kar-

nataka  Legislature
ending on a raucous note, an
IED blast at the Rameshwaram
Cafe in Bengaluru’s IT hub has
set off a predictable narrative
ahead of Lok Sabha elections.

During the Budget session,
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) alleged that supporters
of the Congress’s Rajya Sabha
winner Syed Naseer Hussain
raised “Pakistan Zindabad”
slogans in the corridors of the
State Secretariat. On Monday
three people were arrested in
connection with the case. BJP
State party president B.Y. Vi-
jayendra described the blast in
the cafe as an “extension” of
the incident involving the al-
leged slogans and blamed the
“my brother” policy of the
Congress government for
both. Rajeev Chandrasekhar,
Union Minister and BJP con-
testant from Thiruvananthap-
uram, also said that both were
a result of the “appeasement
politics” of the Congress. Even
as the investigating agencies
are yet to make a significant
breakthrough in either of the
cases — with the forensic
science laboratory report on
the audio clip awaited in the
first and no arrests made yet
in the second — there has been
political cacophony.

The Opposition has also
been talking about the “fai-
lure” of the Congress govern-
ment’s guarantee schemes
and mounting allegations of
corruption. But the two recent
episodes and the manner in
which the BJP has seized these
opportunities to target the rul-
ing party is an indication of
the tenor of its Lok Sabha
campaign. Its leaders’ state-
ments are in the party’s com-

Karnataka

fort zone of Hindutva politics,
which is in tune with what is
perceived to be the national
mood after the inauguration
of the Ram Mandir at Ayod-
hya. The two incidents have
succeeded in putting the Con-
gress on the defensive, yet
again compelling it to bend
backwards to “prove” that it is
not “anti-Hindu.” Effectively
countering this narrative and
bringing the discussion back
to what it was hoping for in
the run up to the elections is a
challenge for the Congress.
Besides riding on the “suc-
cess” of its five guarantee
schemes, the party gave a fair
indication of what it is keen to
focus on during its campaign,
during the Budget session.
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
launched no-holds-barred at-
tacks against the Centre over
“stepmotherly treatment” in
the devolution of taxes and
drought relief. The Congress
government went on to even
pass a resolution in the As-
sembly against the Union go-
vernment. This led to acerbic
exchanges, dharnas, and wal-
kouts in the Budget session.
Mr. Siddaramaiah’s Budget
speech and his reply to the
Budget discussion were re-
plete with accusations against
the BJP government at the
Centre for decreasing the
State’s share of devolved tax-
es, and gradually decreasing
the grant-in-aid allocation for
centrally sponsored schemes
and forcing the State to in-
crease its share. Every time

the Opposition brought up the
question of drought or fund-
ing for works, the Chief Minis-
ter laid the blame squarely at
the door of the Centre.

In early February, the State
government’s leadership, led
by Mr. Siddaramaiah, staged a
protest in New Delhi, calling it
a “movement to protect the
interests of Karnataka and
Kannadigas” and against the
“gross injustice” of the Centre.
Mr. Siddaramaiah wrote a let-
ter to all the MPs of the BJP
and the Janata Dal (Secular),
the BJP party’s ally for the Lok
Sabha polls, asking them to
participate in this agitation “in
the interest of Kannadigas.”

Devolution of funds has re-
mained a hot issue, with De-
puty Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar’s brother and Lok
Sabha member D.K. Suresh
going as far as to argue that
“South Indian States may be
forced to demand a separate
country if the Centre does not
provide them with adequate
funds.” While this was dubbed
“anti-national” by the BJP, the
Congress government has
continued to make overtures
related to federalism and re-
gional identity, also evident in
the passage in the Budget ses-
sion of the Kannada Language
Comprehensive Development
(Amendment) Bill, 2024,
which mandates 60% of text
on the name boards of all busi-
ness and industrial establish-
ments to be in Kannada in the
top half. The Congress has
made similar attempts in the
past, including demanding
that the Centre to grant official
status to the ‘Kannada flag’.

The Lok Sabha polls are go-
ing to be held in summer. Kar-
nataka is reeling under a
drinking water crisis and
farmers have already lost a
large part of their crops. What
narrative will cut ice with the
voters in a such a situation re-
mains to be seen.

Source: The Hindu, p. 11, March. 5, 2024
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KERC issues guidelines for installing
prepaid smart electricity meters

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Karnataka Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(KERC) on Wednesday not-
ified the “Karnataka Elec-
tricity Regulatory Commis-
sion  (Prepaid Smart
Metering)  Regulations,
2024” which will come into
effect from April 1. This will
enable consumers across
Karnataka to install pre-
paid smart electricity
meters.

The prepaid smart me-
ters, which can be pro-
cured at the retail outlets
of electricity supply com-
panies (Escom), will com-
municate all the metered
data at least once a day to
the escom.

Once every quarter, an
authorised representative
of the Escom will physical-
ly read the meter. The con-

sumers can get all their
energy consumption relat-
ed data on a real-time basis
through a website, mobile
app, or any other digital
mode.

“At the time of availing
prepaid metering facility,
the consumer shall pay mi-
nimum amount equivalent
to the monthly fixed/de-
mand charges plus energy

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 7, 2024

The prepaid smart meters can be procured at the retail outlets of
electricity supply companies. FILE PHOTO

-

charges as per consumers’
requirement at the prevail-
ing tariff rates. The con-
sumer may recharge the
energy charges as and
when required in multiples
of 100, subject to a mini-
mum amount equivalent to
one week’s average con-
sumption as recorded in
the immediately preceding
week or month. There

shall be no maximum limit
for recharge amount,” the
notification said.

While the communica-
tion system will notify and
alert the consumers when
they exhaust 75% of energy
charges amount in a billing
month, in case of failure to
recharge the meter ac-
count the balance runs out
to zero, then the meter will
be automatically discon-
nected and it will be
deemed a temporary pow-
er disconnection. The
power will return upon re-
charging the account after
the adjustment of any ne-
gative balance.

Both new consumers
and existing postpaid con-
sumers can avail the pre-
paid smart meter facilities.
Consumers who wish to
know more about the pro-
cess, can visit https://
kerc.karnataka.gov.in

Tanker owners say they travel over 15 km one way
to fetch water, making price limit rules redundant

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Water tanker owners have
termed the price cap de-
cided by the city adminis-

tration as “unscientific”
and  “divorced from
ground reality”.

The main complaint of
the tanker owners is that
the government has not
prescribed a price cap for
trips where the distance
between the water source
and the destination is
beyond 10 km. Several
owners say that most tank-
ers are sourcing water
beyond 10 km. Thus, the

price cap instituted now is
unfeasible, they argue.
“Most tankers travel ov-
er 15 km between the
source and the destina-
tion. So this order does not
make any sense,” said
Shashikumar, presi-
dent, Bommanahalli Water
Tankers’ Association.
Another water tanker
dealer, Praveen Reddy
from Doddanekkundi, said
he travelled 20 km one
way to fetch water, some 11
km beyond Varthur, as all
borewells nearby have
gone dry. “The site of com-
mercial exploration of wa-
ter, which was earlier near

Varthur, has now moved
far beyond it. One trip
from our office to the
source and the destination
covers over 40 km. Our
costs for one such trip add
up to ¥1,900. Any price
cap below that will not
work. And the government
fixing the price cap only
for trips less than 10 km is
meaningless and com-
pletely divorced from
ground reality,” he said.
Madhu, tanker owner,
said the price cap is un-
feasible even for shorter
trips. “As most borewells
have dried up in the city li-
mits, borewell owners

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, March. 8, 2024
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charge more for every load
extracted. For instance, at
a source just 1 km away
from our office, they
charge ¥1,000 for a 12,000-
litre load to be extracted
from the borewell. The go-
vernment order caps the
maximum price at 31,000
for this trip,” he said.

Will resolve issue soon

Deputy Commissioner
Bengaluru Urban Daya-
nanda K.A., told The Hin-
du that beyond 10 km was
not stipulated by the admi-
nistration as the BWSSB re-
quest was limited to 10 km.
“After the request, I dis-

cussed the issue with the
technical advisory com-
mittee. Based on their sug-
gestion, the price was
fixed. If the BWSSB puts
forth another proposal for
more than 10 km, the dis-
trict administration will
act upon it,” he said.

“We will put up a pro-
posal to the DC seeking di-
rections on the price cap
and mechanism to decide
if the distance between the
source of water and the
customer is more than 10
km. We will resolve the is-
sue soon,” said Ram Pra-
sath Manohar, BWSSB
chairman.



Water tanker price capped at a
maximum of 1,200 for 10-km radius

Move comes amidst escalating demand for tankers, particularly with taluks in Bengaluru Urban district declared drought-hit

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

n a bid to address wa-
lter scarcity and sky-

rocketing tanker pric-
es, Bengaluru district
administration has capped
water tanker prices at a
maximum of 31,200 for a
load of 12,000 litres. At
present, a 12,000-litre
tanker load costs anywhere
between 31,800 and
32,500 depending on the
locality. Whitefield and
Varthur are some of areas
worst hit by the drinking
water crisis.

Following a recommen-
dation from the Technical
Advisory Committee and
upon the request of Banga-
lore Water Supply and Sew-
erage Board (BWSSB) on
behalf of Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP), rates have been
fixed for a four-month
period.

The move to cap tanker
prices comes amidst esca-
lating demand and soaring
price of tankers, particular-
ly with all taluks in Benga-
luru Urban district de-
clared as drought-hit.

Effective immediately,
residents who order a
6,000-litre water tanker
are to pay 3600 for deliv-
ery within a 5-km radius
while the charge for an

&

e
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Following a recommendation by the Technical Advisory Committee and upon the request of BWSSB on
behalf of Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike, rates have been fixed for a four-month period. FILE PHOTO

Cost of water

Till 5-km | 5-10 km

radius radius
6,000 litres | 3600 750
8,000 litres | X700 850
1‘2,’600 i‘it}es‘ “?1,6‘06 m?l 200

*350 per every 1,000 litres
between 8,000 and 12,000 litres

8,000-litre tanker has been
capped at ¥700. For those
requiring larger quantities,
a 12,000-litre water tanker
is available for ¥1,000.

For distances beyond 5

km but within 10 km, the
rates have been set slightly
higher. A 6,000-litre water
tanker would cost 750
while the price for an
8,000-litre tanker is ¥850.

Largest capacity

For the largest capacity
12,000-litre tanker, resi-
dents should be ready to
pay %1,200.

The order does not
specify the cost of a tanker
load for distances beyond
10 km, which water tanker
dealers say has now be-
come the norm.

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, March. 8, 2024

Deputy Commissioner
K.A. Dayananda has issued
the order, which specifies
that businesses supplying
water through tankers will
now be subject to Goods
and Services Tax (GST) as
well.

At present, 200 private
tankers have been com-
mandeered under the Dis-
aster Management Act,
2005 by BWSSB and BBMP
to deliver water for free to
pockets dominated by the
poor in 110 villages, and in
erstwhile CMC and TMC
areas.

Poor response
to water tanker
registration

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The registration of water
tankers with the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like (BBMP) has drawn
poor response with 1,391
tankers voluntarily regis-
tering in the dedicated
portal.
According to estimates,
there are 3,500 tankers, in-
cluding oil tankers. Last
week, BBMP Chief Com-
missioner Tushar Giri Nath
had said that they were ex-
pecting registration of at
least 2,000 vehicles. The
registration that com-
menced on March 1 ended
on March 7. The data of re-
gistered vehicles is latest
till 6 p.m. on Thursday.
Recently, Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
said that unregistered wa-
ter tankers will be seized
by the RTO and taken over
by BWSSB. However, Tran-
sport Minister Ramalinga
Reddy told The Hindu that
he was not informed about
seizure. “Seizing of vehi-
cles is impractical as it will
not serve any purpose.”

THIRSTY CITY: Suppliers argue cap imi;ractical, giventheir operating expenses

Water tanker pricing welcome move, but enforcement crucial: Residents

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

he government’s move
Tm cap the water tanker

prices to prevent over-
charging comes as a relief to
many citizens struggling to
bear the increased expenses
on water. However, the order
hascapped the pricing only for
the supply of tankers within a
10Kl =

BWSSB says residents can either call the BBMPor the BWSSB

Govtcaps water tanker rates

isno clarity over how it would

helpl!

pplyfor
areasbeyond 10 km.

Many water tanker suppli-
ers that the DH spoke to said
that the price capping was not
practical and would only lead
tolosses.

“ILhaveto go 20 km one way
to get water filled for a trip.
This means I will be travel-
ling close to 40 km to supply
every time. Diesel cost, water
filling cost, and driver charges
will account for Rs 1,800 to
Rs 2,000. When such is the
situation, how can we deliver
a water tanker at Rs 1,200,
said a tanker operators from
Doddanekundi.

Bengaluru Deputy Comm

Only 1,391 tankers have registered
The Bruhat Bengaluru beforced to work with

Palike h ifthey BENCALURU, DHNS
(BBMP) had set a March registered.
7 deadline for the water “Wehave yearly The state government has
tanker i d capped the rates of water
thecitytoregisterthem-  ensurewe supplyto these tankers in Bengaluru amid

g repor etak-

However, evenasthe dead- ment takes control, we ing advantage of the current
li ded ursday, i their scarcity.

1391tankers  orders. Thiswillbeabig According to an order

i

)

have registered with the blow to our business,” the passed by the Bengaluru DC,
lude capping for over 10 km, either reach out to ward or ~ BBMP.The data from the r owner said. therate ofal2,000-litre water
ifneed be. zonal officials from BBMP or  transport department had BWSSB Chairman Dr tanker is capped at Rs 1,000
“As of now, the committee BWSSB. They canalsoraisea  shownthattherecouldbe ~ RamprasatManohar V for adistance within five kilo-
hasgivenoutthereportbased complaintin ourhelpline. We  closeto 3, i ities. meters and at Rs 1,200 for ar-
onthe! i i will iately inspect and ing il Evenof  will notiniti i eas between five and ten kilo-
ananalysisofit. Iftherearere- actuponit,”said Dr the 1,391 only i i but metres. Similarly,a 6,000-litre
questsstatingthatwaterhasto - Manohar V, Chairman, BWS- closeto398ofthemhave  will trytoget onboardas water tanker provider cannot -
be carried from further away, SB. However, citizens raised shown willi 1y il charg Rs 600 for arcas water
the technical committee will ~ their concerns. their withina five-kil it crisis.
reevaluate and fix prices for “Now, I need water. That water. il Wewill and Rs 750 for areas between DHPHOTO/PUSHKARY
those beyond 10 km as well,” is the immediate need. If the Speaking to DHon reachouttothemand fiveand tenkilometres.
hesaid. water tanker supplier says he iti i th it The price range wasdecid-  Theorderhasalsospecified tre water tankers at Rs 5200
That apart, residents also  will only supply waterif Ipay  one of the water tanker Based ontheresponse, ed by a technical committee  the rates at which these tank- - and 0f12,000-litre water tank-
expressed concerns over on- up a certain amount, I have ownerssaid thattheywere  we will initi ion,” he that was i to study erscan be hi ersatRs7,100.
the-ground enforcement of nowaybuttopayup.Icannot  worriedthattheywould  said. theon-groundsituation.“The lore Water Supply and Sew-  The capping comes after
thepricecap. Bangalore Water  raise a complaint and sit and committee has studied in de- erage Board (BWSSB). Given multiple complaints that the
Supply and Sewerage Board  wait for them to inspect,” said tail theratesavailablewiththe  the acute water shortage the water tanker suppliers are
(BWSSB) intai that itha B, i An- that prices. involved how will price cap- PublicWorksDepartmentand ~ cityis witnessing, the BWSSB  misusing the situation and

the citizens can either call the

nis-
sionerKADay dDH

BBMPor the BWSSBhelpline
i 1

that the technical committee
willreevaluate theratesandin-

harge.
“We will jointly enforce the
capping and the citizens can

drahalli.

Yet another resident of
an apartment complex on
Kanakapura Road said that
the citizens were so helpless

“We have seen many other
apartments offering a higher
price for tankers so that they
get supply at the earliest.

ping be effective,”he said.
Citizens suggested that the

authorities ensure better on-

ground enforcement withsur-

pr visits.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4 March, 8, 2024

51

also the prices being charged
on the ground. Based on the
analysis, they have suggested
a capping for tanker prices,”
theordersaid.

had proposed toacquirea few
private tankers temporarilyto
supply water to areas thatare
facing a shortage. The order
capsthe dailyrentof 6,000-1i-

overcharging customers. In
areas such as Whitefield and
Varthur, the rate of a 12,000
litre water tanker had shot up
tRs3,000.



Borewells dry as these 2 lakes
were denied water for 4 yrs

Incomplete work by BDA has
affected groundwater table

NAVEEN MENEZES
BENGALURU, DHNS,

he delay in rejuvena-

I tion of Bengaluru’s two
major lakes may have
contributed to the drying up
of borewells in and around
Bellandurand Varthur region,
experts and residents believe.

Both waterbodies, spread
across a total of 1,200 acres,
stoppedreceiving treated sew-
age and rainwater after since
the Bangalore Development
Authority (BDA) took up lake
rejuvenation work four years
ago.

Aspartoftherejuvenation,
the BDA has diverted the
water inflow for desilting the
lakesbutincomplete work has
severely affected the ground-
water table.

Whenthese lakes werefilled
with water, many residents
living in the vicinity said they
could at least depend on pri-
vate tankers even when their
borewells dried up. Some
residents said their tubewells
worked around the year un-
til the BDA started desilting
lakes, which should have been
completedinayear.

“Amajorpartofthe ground-
water crisis in Bengaluru is
the draining of Bellandur and
Varthur lakes for desilting,”
Vishwanath Srikantaiah, a

water conservation expert,
said. “Bellandur Lake alone,
spread across 330 hectares,
can recharge 66 million litres
per day. That is equivalent to
5,500 tankers (12,000 litres).
Varthur couldrecharge 36 mil-
lionlitres per day. A total of 102
million litres per day recharge
missed out has caused the
groundwater collapse,” hesaid.

As an emergency measure,
he said, the BDA should fill
theselakes with tertiary treat-
ed wastewater. “These two
lakes, biggest in Bengaluru,
have an influence zone to fill
aquifers not less than 10 km,”
he said.

= . —

Alarge part of Bellandur Lake resembles a playground
because the BDA has blocked the flow of treated and
rainwater to carry out desilting work. bH PHOTO/ NAVEEN MENEZES

He gave an example of Dod-
dabommasandra Lake in the
north of the city. “BEL has set
upalOMLDsecondarywaste-
water treatment plant. The
BBMP pays the electricity bill
of Rs10 lakhs a month. About
300 million litres becomes
available to fill lakes and re-
charge aquifers,” he said.

Amaresh, president of

Green Glen Layout Resident
Welfare Association, said
borewells of residents living
close to Iblur Lake were get-
ting water but the ones near
Bellandur Lake had dried up.

“After Iblur Lake was reju-
venated, it has water to fill the
aquifers but the work in Bel-
landur Lake hasbeen going on
for years,” he said.

‘Need one more year’

Even though the water Former MLA Arvind tankers as the suppliers
crisisis severe,the BDA Limbavaliblamedthe BDA themselves are seeing
isinno hurrytocomplete  for destroying a project their borewells going dry.”
the work. An engineer in conceptualised by the Shobha Bhat, a resident
charge of therejuvenation  National Green Tribunal of the Jnana Bharathi
projectsaiditwouldtake  (NGT)committee. “Had ward, blamed the unsci-
anotheryeartocomplete- theselakesbeen full, the entificrejuvenation of the
ly fully Bellandur Lake. borewellswouldnothave  lake for the water problem.
“Until then, we will not gone dry to this extent. “The BBMP focused on the
be able to allow water Ofthe 110 villages added beautification of water-
into the lake,” he said, to the city limits, 31 fall in bodies inthe RR Nagar
adding Varthur Lake is my constituency and all constituency. As the water
inthe advanced stage of ofthem are facingsevere ~ holding capacity of these
completionandhopedto  water shortage,” he said. lakes has narrowed down,
allow the flow of water by “Iam struggling to many borewells inour area
December-end. supply water even through  have gone dry,” she said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4 March, 8, 2024
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Social Issues

Lingayats, Vokkaligas up in arms
over ‘unscientific’ caste survey

Allege their communities
wereundercounted

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

day after Chief Minister Siddar-
amaiah received the report of the
ocio-economic and Educational
Survey, also known as the caste census,
trouble started brewing for the Congress
with the powerful Lingayatand Vokkaliga
communities on Friday registering their
strong objection to the “unscientific” sur-
vey.

The Lingayats and Vokkaligas — the
state’s politically-dominant communi-
ties—have been mobilising themselves to
oppose the findings of the caste census in
the run-up to the Karnataka State Com-
mission for Backward Classes submitting
itsreport to Siddaramaiah.

Senior Congress lawmaker Shamanur
Shivashankarappa, who heads the All
India Veerashaiva Mahasabha, said his
community has been “deliberately” un-
dercounted in the caste census.

“We won't keep quiet. We will wait for
the government’s next step. We will prove
thatthe surveyis unscientific,” Shamanur
said.

He claimed to be aware of the findings
of the census, which the government has

BJP dares CM to make
findings public
The Opposition BJP on Friday dared
CM Siddaramaiah to make the
findings of the caste survey public
by convening a special legislature
sessionimmediately. Former CM
Basavaraj Bommai told reporters
that there were several questions
surroundingthereport.
Details on Page 6

not officially released.

“Itis shown that the population of Lin-
gayats, Vokkaligasand Brahminstogether
is1.86 crore. We are saying that Lingayats
alone are not less than two crore. That’s
why wearesayingitis unscientific. It must
be done correctly,” he said, pointing out
that the censusis nine years old.

“Looking at this, it seems like our num-
bers have been shown less deliberately,”
Shamanur said.

The Mahasabha had earlier petitioned
Siddaramaiah tojunkthe castecensus that
was carried out when H Kantharaj head-
ed the Karnataka State Commission for
Backward Classes.

“Itisthesame Kantharajreportthathas
been merely delivered to the government
by (current chairperson) K Jayaprakash
Hegde,” Shamanur said.

» Caste, Page 6

Caste, fromPage 1

The Mahasabha is planning
to carry out its own survey to
prove its point on the Lingayat
population in the state, Sha-
manur said. “Our numbers
are shown as 65-70 lakh. But
weare notlessthan two crore,”
he insisted. Meanwhile, the

Vokkaligas claim they account
for16%ofthe state’s population
which is not reflected in the
caste census findings.

The community, which Dep-
uty Chief Minister D K Shiva-
kumar belongsto, has planned
meetings with senior leaders
to chalk out protests. Earlier,
Shivakumar had signed a pe-

tition addressed to Siddara-
maiah urging the government
tojunkthereport. “The survey
contains information without
visiting all households. The
report was submitted to the
government without making
necessary changes as sought
by our community’s pontiffs
and leaders such as HD Deve

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&6, March, 2, 2024
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Gowda, D K Shivakumar and
others,” State Vokkaliga Res-
ervation Committee’s chief
convener Nagaraj Yelachava-
di said. Vokkaligara Sangha
president C N Balakrishna,
who is also a JD(S) lawmaker,
said, “Our objection is to this
particular survey,whichwasn’t
done scientifically,” he said.



ANALYSIS
—

Caste census puts Siddu on track
todeliver 75% quota promise

N B HOMBAL quota ceiling, forwhich the clarity onits application. kanath said. “This is what
BENGALURU, DHNS caste census will come in An official source point- Rahul Gandhihasbeen
handy to furnish empirical ed outthat Haryana, Telan- saying...politically, it’ll help
hecastecensusmay  data. gana, TamilNadu,Andhra  Congress.”
I help Chief Minis- Giving OBCs51%reser-  Pradesh,Madhya Pradesh, But will Siddaramaiah
ter Siddaramaiah vation,17%for SCsand 7%  Uttar Pradesh,Rajasthan,  bite the bullet?
upend the 50% ceiling on for STswillmakeitatotal  Chhattisgarh and Maha- According to political
reservation,inlinewiththe 0f75%,a promise Siddara- rashtrahave passedlaws analyst Chambi Puranik,
promise Congress leader maiah had made in April breaching the 50% ceiling.  the caste census can po-
Rahul Gandhihas been lastyear, just before the So,Karnatakaisnotthe tentially become a parallel
making nationally. Assembly polls. first state to attempt the to the “separate Lingayat
DH hasreliably learnt Duringhisfirsttermin  quotabreach. religion” campaign that
that the Karnataka State office, Siddaramaiah had The Commission damaged the Congress’
Commission for Backward  spokenabout increasing hasrecommended a1% prospectsin the 2018
Classes (KSCBC) has reservation to 70%. reservation to orphans Assembly election.
advised the government Atpresent,Karnataka ineducation and employ- “The caste census may
to consider hiking OBC has 32% quota for OBCs, ment. Also, it has recom- unite the Lingayats and
reservationto 51%,up from 15%for SCand 3% forST-  mended bringingunder Vokkaligas. Therefore,
the current 32%. totaling to 50%. thereservationbracket 57  Ifeel that Siddaramaiah
This will give Siddara- The previous Basavaraj  castes whose population may delay the implemen-
maiah the opportunity Bommai-led BJP govern- issmallandliveinremote tation of the caste census,”
to politically consolidate mentincreased the SC/ST  places. hesaid, adding that the
thebackward classesand  quotabysix percentage “With an assurance of fate of the caste census
deliveringonhispetsocial ~ points, breachingthe 50%  51%reservation, the would depend on therole
justice plank. cap fixed by the Supreme Congress canreap its Deputy Chief Minister DK
Hiking reservation will Court. benefit,” former KSCBC Shivakumar, a Vokkaliga,
mean breaking the 50% However, thereisstillno chairperson C S Dwara- will play.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, March, 2, 2024
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harfunnisa, 70, a resident of Varthur in

south-eastern Bengaluru, has been

struggling for the last one month to ar-

range for water for her family's daily
needs. As the prices of water tankers have shot
up exponemlally over the last one month, a few
houses in the neighbourhood, all one-room tene-
ments, have now decided to order one water
tanker and share the costs.

“A 4,000-litre tanker was about 5003600 a
‘month ago; now it costs T1,000. Over and above
this, we need to buy drinking water cans. Our wa-
ter expenses grew to over 34,000 in February.
And this is just the beginning of summer. The wa-
ter tanker operators have been warning us that
the costs may double soon,” says Samina Taj, 35,
another resident of the area.

Households in Bengaluru, dependent on wa-
ter supply from the Cauvery river or water tank-
ers, are preparing for the situation to worsen as
the city stares at a severe summer.

Ganga P., a senior citizen who lives in an in-
dependent hous east Bengaluru, says she
washes clothes less often, preferring instead to
hang them out to dry in the hot sun if they have
been worn only for a few hours. She also hand-
washes clothes as far as possible, to save water. “I
have stopped using water to clean the veranda of
my house. I do not mop the floor daily to save wa-
ter so I don't have to buy a tanker,” she says.

Whitefield and Varthur, which house the Infor-
mation Technology corridor in eastern Bengalu-
ru, are some of the worst-affected areas by the
drinking water crisis. The Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP), the city’s civic body, has
directed officials to dig borewells in 58 areas
which are reeling under the crisis. Of them, 16
are in Mahadevapura, 25 in R.R. Nagar, five in
Bommanahalli, and three each in the Yelahanka
and Dasarahalli zones.

No one has been spared; water has become a
rare commodity even for those who live in posh
apartments and can afford to buy it easily. Unlike
the older parts of the city where, despite the
drought, the State government has prioritised
drinking water needs over irrigation and assured
supply till the next monsoon, these areas are not
vet serviced by piped water supply from the
Cauvery river. On account of unplanned growth
over the last two decades, these rcgions have
been stretched beyond their capacity. Basic in-
frastructure such as drinking water and under-
ground drainage are absent, so they rely on bore-
wells and water tankers.

Urban Affairs

A 4.000-itre
tanker was
about
500600
amonth
ago; now it
costs 000,
Over and
above this,
we need to
buy drinking
water ¢
SAMINA TAJ
Resident, Varthur

India’s parched
IT capital

Households in Bengaluru, dependent on water supply from the Cauvery river or water tankers, are preparing
for the current water crisis to worsen as the city stares at a long, hot summer. KC. Deepika and K\V. Aditya
Bharadwaj report on the worries of the people at a time of drought across the State

aggravating the water crisis. The borewells of the
BBMP are the source of water ATMs, or easy ac-
cess points to vend safe water. As they have also
dried up, the civic body has put up posts at sever-
al water ATMs stating that one person can take
only one pot of water a day.

Down to a trickle
In these areas, water is the most commercialised
and politicised commodity. Even before these
neighbourhoods joined the city’s civic limits in
2007, the local panchayats had dug borewells
and laid pipelines to supply water; these are now
overseen by the BBMP. But many of these bore-
wells have gone dry o the force of water is down
to a trickle, disrupting ses in many areas.

“The water man (who is in charge of releasing
water in specific areas) acts like a king. We need
to go and beg at his house for water. We pay the
water board. But he doesn’t give us water unless
we pay him,” says RadhaS., 45. She adds that the
local MLA and former councillor also target
blocks that have not voted for them. In such a
scenario, water tankers have become ubiquitous.

In the absence of any regulatory mechanism,
the prices of water tankers have been erratic.
‘Tankers usually come in three capacities — 4,000
litres, 6,000 litres, and 12,000 litres. The prices
of these have shot up to 31,000, 1,500 and over
22,000, respectively. For the first time, the price
has crossed the ¥2,000-mark in the city.

The cost of water tankers has shot up to such
an extent that even residents of apartments have

t potabl

Karnataka saw a few years of sur-
plus rain until 2023 when the monsoon failed.
The water levels are depleted,

wate froma public tapat
Nayandahnllv off Mysuru road, in Bengaluru. The water is supplied by the
Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board. K MURALIKUMAR

been complaining that sourcing water is becom-
ing increasingly hard and their monthly mainte-
nance costs are going up. Many of them have
started rationing water to flats. They use recycled
water for gardening and have stopped filling up
their swimming pools. Recently, an internal note
by an apartment on Kanakapura Road, south of
Bengaluru, went viral. It notified its members
that water would be supplied only after 11.30 a.m.
after the morning peak hours, to conserve water.
, aresident of an apartment community
in Whitefield, says their borewells have dried up,
forcing them to rely on water tankers. “A few days
ago, the tankers that used to supply water
stopped taking our calls. They suggested we con:
tact other operators. When we did that, those op-
erators quoted far higher prices. We had no op-
tion but to buy water at the new rates,” he says.

Price cap for water tankers
Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar recently
said that 25% of the city’s water needs are met by
water tankers. The civic administration has made
registration of all water tankers in the city, an es-
timated 3,500, mandatory by March 7. It has an-
nounced that it will cap the tanker prices after a
meeting with stakeholders in the next few days.

But water tanker dealers dispute the ‘tanker
mafia’ tag, used by citizens and even political par-
ties. They argue that as borewells have gone dry,
water tankers are now going at least 40 kilo-
metres away from the city to fetch water.

Praveen Reddy, a water tanker businessman in
Marathahalli, an eastern suburb, says on average,
a water tanker’s journey to the source and to the
customer has gone up to 50 km from less than 30
km a year ago. “If we were taking half an hour to
fill a 12,000 litre tanker from a borewell earlier,
now it takes over three hours as the water has de-
pleted. The prices that landowners are charging
for digging borewells have also shot up. We are
working under tremendous pressure and are un-
able to meet the rising demand,” he says. He na
rates the story of how the residents of an apart-
ment recently waylaid a tanker demanding that it
unload the water to them at any cost.

Jagadish Reddy, a social activist from Varthur,
says a decade ago, their village had been the site
of commercial extraction of water. Varthur had
been supplying water to the entire IT corridor
and beyond, including areas 1520 km away.

“We did not realise how it would affect the vil-
lage resources then. Today, the underground wa-
ter table in the village has depleted extensively
and water tankers have to go nearly 20 km
beyond Varthur, up to Chikka Tirupati, to fetch
water now,” he says.

Reddy adds that due to rapid development of
the region, the residents had no choice but to al-
low commercial extraction of water to cater to
the burgeoning population. “Some villages will
have to pay the price. Now a few surrounding vil-
lages are not allowing commercial extraction,
forcing tankers to move farther away,” he says.

‘The civic administration has now stepped in to
provide some solace to the poor. Bengaluru’s
Chief Civic Commissioner Tushar Giri Nath has
announced that invoking the Disaster Manage-
ment Act, 2005, the administration will comman-
deer 200 water tankers over the next few days to
supply free water to 58 dry patches identified by
the administration.

Of the 10,955 borewells drilled by the civic ad-
ministration in the city, 1,214 have completely
dried up. In 3,700 others, the water levels have
dropped. The civic body has now released 2131

Source: The Hindu, p. 11, March. 2, 2024
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crore to redrill some of these borewells and dig
new ones in the outer zones. But as the aquifer le-
vels have depleted, this may be too little too late.

The changing face of the city

While the IT capital reels under a water crisis not
seen in recent times, experts say this was only
waiting to happen. Rashmi Kulranjan and Shash-
ank Palur, hydrologists at WELL Labs under the
Urban Water Programme, point out that though
there are reports of water shortages in other ci-
ties due to the variability of rainfall from the
southwest monsoon last year, cities such as Delhi
and Kolkata are not as vulnerable due to their
proximity to major rivers. “Bengaluru is not sit-
uated near a major river or coast. So, it relies on
an expensive and unreliable source of water that
is located 90 km away and 350 metres below the
city’s elevation. Half its supply is still provided by
groundwater sources. And this fluctuates signifi-
cantly according to the season,” says Sh:

Bengaluru was not always dependent on net-
works of pipelines or borewells pumping water
from afar or from below the ground, says Rashmi.
“Most of the city’s water bodies were originally
‘tanks’, rainwater harvesting structures con-
structed mainly to serve irrigation and livestock
purposes. The undulating terrain of the city al-
lowed for man-made cascading lake systems to
be built; these played a critical role in managing
the availability and surplus of water. Despite cen-
turies of effort that went into building the re-
gion’s water resilience, lakes eventually began to
lose their importance with the introduction of
piped water supply,” she says.

Shashank says with rapid urbanisation, lakes
have been directly encroached on or are drying
out. “This has not only resulted in a more
parched city, but also aggravated the risk of
flooding. The lakes and storm water drains have
also become a dumping ground for treated and
untreated sewage from the buildings around
them. This affects the possibility of using them to
capture rainwater or storm water,” he says.

— water bodies and parks and green spaces that
allow water to percolate — has resulted in a signif-
icant underutilisation of rainwater harvesting
and capture methods, he adds. The highly pollut-
ed Bellandur lake, one of the largest in the city, is
a prime example.
Ironically, as the two of them point out, Benga-
uru uated between two river basins. To its
west are Vrushabhavathy and Arkavathy, tribu-
taries of the Cauvery, and on its east is the Ponni-
yar or Dakshin Pinakini. But Vrushabhavathy, the
only river originating in the city, has become pol-
luted due to sewage and effluent discharge.

TV. Ramachandra from the Centre for Ecolog-
ical Sciences, Indian Institute of Science, says
Bengaluru receives annual rainfall of 700-850
millimetres, which amounts to 15 TMC (thousand
million cubic feet) of rainwater. The city requires
18 TMC of water, which means that 70% of the wa-
ter required comes from rainwater.

“We need to make rainwater harvesting man-
datory, rejuvenate lakes on priority so that we
can store rainwater, ensure complete treatment
of domestic sewage, apply the ‘polluter pays’
principle to industries discharging untreated in-
dustrial efiluents as per the Water Act of 1974,
create mini forests of 1-2 hectares with native spe-
cies in each ward, and re-establish inter-connec-
tivity among lakes by evicting all encroachments
of storm water drains,” he says.

Ifwe were taking half an hour to fill a
12,000 litre tanker from a borewell earlier,
now it takes over three hours as the water
Ivel has depleted. The prices that
landowners are charging for digging
borewells have also shot up.

PRAVEEN REDDY
Owner of a water tanker business

Rashmi says the Cauvery currently supplies
1,460 million litres per day (MLD). An additional
775 MLD will be added to the supply when the lat-
est stage of infrastructure is completed.

“However, water levels in the river fluctuate
seasonally. The reservoir capacity in the Cauvery
basin has decreased to 40%, even before the onset
of summer. The Bengaluru water board spends
huge amounts as electricity charges to pump the
water into the city. Additionally, the feasibility re-
port for the construction of the Mekadatu reser-
voir, aimed at augmenting water supply to the city,
reveals that the project entails the submergence of
4,996 hectares of wil , forest, and revenue
land,” she says.

Instead of expending huge resources to source
water from afar, other options must be consi-
dered, including those within the city, Shashank
says. “The city produces 1,941 million litres of
waste water every day. This is likely to go up as the
population increases. Treating and reusing it
could significantly cut down on freshwater de-
mand and reduce the city’s vulnerability to water
scarcity. Bengaluru, notably, is unique for its num-
ber of on-site sewage treatment plants at apart-
ment buildings and commercial establishments,
but there is a need for better standards and me-
chanisms to treat and reuse this water more effec-
tively. Bengaluru could also benefit from adopting
strategies employed by other water-scarce cities
like Chennai, which have proactively implement-
ed indirect potable reuse by harnessing surface
water bodies,” he says.

Replenishing poundwaler is another crucial
step to improve the city’s water security, says
Rashmi, adding that to address the seasonal fluc-
tuations in groundwater levels, utilising open
spaces such as fallow land and green areas to re-
charge shallow aquifers with rainwater during the
monsoon season could prove beneficial.

Finally, environment literacy should be en-
hanced, Ramachandra adds. “Conservation,
waste minimisation, and nature-based solutions
should be part of our daily routine,” he says.




BDA to study feasibility on
parallel road to NICE corridor

BENGALURU, DHNS: Even as
the Bangalore Development
Authority (BDA)is struggling
to build a 71-km peripheral
ring road (PRR) project, it
has taken up one more proj-
ect that aims to complete the
circle around Bengaluru by
building a parallel road to
the NICE corridor. Earlier
this week, the BDA invited
bids from consultants for
the preparation of a detailed
projectreport (DPR).

Totalling about 40 km, the
second phase of PRR aims
to connect Mysuru and Ho-
sur roads via Bannerghatta
and Kanakapura roads. This
stretch along with the first
phase of PRR were notified
for land acquisition around
thesametimein 2006-07 but
both the proposals remained
on the drawing board as the
government did not have
enough funds to pay for land
losers.

While the BDA now wants
to take up the first phase en-

tirely under public private
partnership (PPP), it has es-
timated the second phase to
costRs 1,589 crore.

In 2006, the BDA notified
2,700 acres for the PRR’s
PhaselII (51 km). Inits report
to the court, the BDA stated
that many illegal construc-
tions have come up on the
notified land, particularly
in Gottigere, Basavanapura
and Pillaganahalli. However,
landowners say they cannot
legally utilise their properties
because they have been noti-
fied to build the PRR whose
alignmentis mentionedin the
Revised Master Plan 2015.

While some say the PRR’s
Phasellisredundant because
NICE Road (41 km) runs par-
allel to it in the south and
southwestern partsofthe city,
others believe the PRR will
help commuters heading to
Electronics City and it’s also
inline with the government’s
plan to make Bidadi an alter-
native city to Bengaluru.

‘t l: |

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3C, March, 2, 2024
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Growing but gridlocked:
Bengaluru’s chaotic expansion

Itiscritical that
urbandevelopment
agencies
coordinate efforts
andimplement
holistic, hyperlocal
planstoguide
Bengaluru's rapid
growth

SHREED N
BENGALURU, DHNS

n Christmas Eve last
year, Bengaluru’s Bellary
Road was gridlocked
inachaotic traffic jam,
leaving many passengers
struggling to reach the airport on
time. The Phoenix Mall of Asia,
which opened in October 2023, had
hosted several special programmes,
inviting crowds of people.

=

High traic inflowon Beluru's uter Ring Road, below Silk Board flyover,
as metro construction work is underway. bH PHOTO/PUSHKAR V

our commute time down to 25
minutes,” he adds.
“But on our way back, due to the
traffic, it takes more than an hour
in the blazing afternoon heat,” he
says.

The allotment of land for
commercial use often does not
account for public road use. “The
roads around Malleswaram’s
Mantri Mall are always crowded.
From going at about 20 km/h, when
I reach this junction, my vehicle
speed reduces to 5Skm/h,” says Suraj
(name changed), a resident of the
city. Theissue, he explains, is its

INSIGHT

proximity to the metro, a major bus
stand and a petrol pump.

“There is also no footpath on one
side of the road, not accounting for
pedestrians,” he says. Combined,
these issues result in bottlenecks in
traffic inflow.

Experts say that commercial
projects need to be evaluated by
accessibility and not just by the car
parking capacity. However, most
commercial projects do not assess
if the roads can accommodate the

traffic that they generate.

Throughout Bengaluru’s rapid
growth in the past seven decades,
the problem has stemmed
from the constant expansion
unaccompanied by systematic
planning. Data shows that this
could continue to pose a problem
in the years to come. A study
conducted jointly by scientists
from the National Institute of
Engineering and IIT-Kharagpur
predicted that the city will grow
58% by 2025.

Adding to these concerns, the
city consistently sees numerous
new residential projects within
city limits and outskirts. A 2023
report by Knight Frank shows that
Bengaluru has seen sales of 54,000
commercial units. In 2022, this
was 52,000 units, and the trend is
upward post-pandemic.

“If you compare it with the
rest of the market, Bengaluru
has been standing out among the
country’s major metros like Pune,
Hyderabad, Ahmedabad, etc,” says
Shantanu Mazumder, executive
director, Bengaluru, Knight
Frank India. Bengaluru ranks
lower only to the National Capital
Region and Mumbai in terms of
sale numbers (60,002 and 86,871
units respectively). Bengaluru was
among the top cities that latched on
to the information technology wave
that happened 20 years ago.

» Expanding city, Page 2

Tt was clear from the flood

of carsand the crowding of
theapproach road that the
organisers did not anticipate
such a situation.

“Even without the new
mall, commuting across
the city has always been
anightmare,” says Adam
Johnson (name changed).
“We have to travel 15 km to
Whitefield every week and
leave early in the morning
to avoid traffic. This cuts

Continued..
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Congestionrising
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Outdated city master plan

1‘uday, Bengaluru'scommercialreal estate

Almost33% \!
inBengaluru, as perreports hyvanuus real
estate research firms.

Over the past two decades, the city has
absorbed migranfs from various states

built:

fora
hlgherﬂoorareamlm (FAR)—theratioof
thetoral plotareato the total built-uparea.
Another problem he sees is the lack of
unified vision between the various agen-
cies that manage the city’s development.
“Agencies do not see eye to eye with the
Bangalore Development Authority (BDA)
ontheplan. Eachagency hasits agenda of
whattodoin the next 25 yearsf’he adds,
Theimpl

andp and li amajori: hﬁvw “Onpaper academ-
opportunities. Thy i ddedad- i plansin
vantage for Bengaluru even today. BDAand Region

With so much of an influx, the city is
bursting withissues. Road infrastructure
and water scarcity are major problems
that Bengaluruis facing today.

The tipufﬂreicebers

Development Authority (BMRDA) limits
seem flawless. However, on the ground,
we have our challenges. Bureaucratic
inefficiency and political mﬂucncc cause

master plan, says an official preferring

behind most

of these prnblems— be it traffic or water.
The city’s development has followed the
‘Revised Master Plan 2015’, released in
2?07. wI\iclv‘ spe.ciﬁes‘developmelnl reg-

. Anjali Karol Mohgn, an urban and re-

Whitefield. o PHOTO/S K DINESH

He pomts to the multi- -storey and mul-

“To maximise profits, people build extra
floors in residential areas without provi-

sions! [orparkingwithin theircompounds.
Sod A L

ity.
“Bengaluru is in such a mess because,
for the last three decades, we followed a

no parkmg space.”
is is a common issue. We bought

builders
curren(ly being developed in the vicinity
for high demand for real estate.
Anjali says that the intervention needs
to focus On two aspects. “The first one is
psreactive, doing
what is necessary: Leveraging low-hang-
ing rruu such as strict regulanons ror

pl:
Thy thing for 1
a failed master plan even when we know
itis notworking,” says

pliers have even asked for an advance of
Rs one lakh, but the building association
has paid Rs 40,000 to maintain aregular
supply,”she says.

On average, a water tanker costs Rs
1,000 now, a jump from previous years
whenitcost Rs 500 to Rs 700. “However,
many apartments pay close to Rs 1,500

urbanistbasedin

active in Bengaluru's development plan-
ning space for 23 years. The many court
cases on commercial projects in residen-
tial areas and encroached public spaces
stand testimony to this statement.
Unfortunately, Bengaluru does not
h i Fnalisati d

implementation of the next master plan,

Eventhen, these units were sold within
a week due to high demand in the area.
Now, the residents are facing a familiar
conundrum: Lack of ing space. “In-
itially the basement parking area was
planned to only house the ‘legal’ floors
vehicles. However, now, those buyers are

take y
15years, hasbeendelayed for various rea-
sons, leading to policy paralysis of urban
development. Amidst this, the Karnataka
government passed a Bill last week that

ows devel constructadditional

parking spaces too. Further,
many families have two or three cars and
several two-wheelers,” The residents as-
sociation has been engaged inunresolved
debates over the parking spaces for the
past few months.

Supplying water that meets the needs
of this growing metropolis has become
another major worry. “Even before the

th two units in an apartment building that indifferent localities, for a single tanker,”
i i ‘eet-s The otheri says Sana.
However, fier that, thebuild for i by proac While is treated in most
V,an tr arenot ment,”she explai; apartments in compliance with building
Heh 1 saystveenKumar an regulations, the treated water is rarely
lTpmfcssuonal Water issues everused, saysa BBMP official. While the

government looks for alternative water
sources, there is an immediate need to
focus onthe use of treated water, headds.

summer has fully started, our
has begun facing water issues,” says Sana
(name changed), who lives in a mid-sized
apartmentcomplexin Hennur.

The management procures three
water tankers every day to meet water
r‘equirem‘enfs in the complex. Howeve‘r.

Even ind homes that rely on
borewellsareuncertainaboutwater avail-
ability in the near future. Out of 10,955
public borewells in the city, 1,214 of them
have rundry. In another 3,700 borewells

water

rainfall deficit. Authorities only seem to
show concern when the problem cannot
be ignored,” says Kashinath V G (name
changed), acivil engineerin Bengaluru.

Decongestion
Thmgs have started 10 ease on the traffic

prescription of land use for larger areas
and should look at specific demarcated
local areas. The master plan cannot be a
one-time exercise,” says Anjali. “It has to
be continuous,”she adds.

She says more thought should go into
conceiving long-term solutions. “Clearly,

front in BMRDA: ed areas in
the last three years, say some.“The city’s

metro network is only second to that of
DelhiNCR. Itwill ‘gestmet-

aflyover, passor tunnel will
theprobleminthelong run. Around 1997,
the Town Hall to Sirsi Circle flyover was

4

During a public consultanon,

rowhen Phase 3and Phz omplet-
ed,”Mazumder says.

According to Mazumder, projects like
the 280.8-km Satellite Town Ring Road
(STRR) and the 74-km Peripheral Ring
Road (PRR) will help ease traf-
fic and smoothen freight move-
ment. He sees the emphasis on
developing PRR and STRR into
majorcommercial hubsasastep
intherightdirection.

Metro connectivity will be a
game changer when it comes to
decongestion. After the metro
reached Whitefield, there was
a 20 to 30% reduction in road

wereonly
pushing the problem from one place to
another,” she says. This prediction came
trueafter the flyover was constructed.
Sources say that the latest master plan
captures the current realities
ontheground inthebase map.
Rakesh Singh, additional
chief secretary of the Urban
Development department,
says that thelower the number
ofplanning areas, the easier it

traffic, as per traffic police data.

“We need dynamic master
plans with a long-term vision,
and the scope to revisit them in shorter
intervals for course correction. The goals  ti
of bettering health services, education
and mobility will remain th butthe
tactics for achieving them should change
based on what has worked and what has
not,”says Ravichandar.

Anjali bats for a master plan that
integrates mobility and employs
other agencies such as the BWSSB,
Bangalore Electricity Supply Company
Limited (BESCOM), Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) or the
ity, Bengaluru Metropolitan

“Therewillbe cuts lo(heB:mga]ore Wa-

Transport Corporation (BMTC) and

demand, tanker suppliers only deliver on
alternatedays. “Tomeet the demand, sup-

ter Supply d(BWSSB)

Metro Rail Corporation

watersupply alsosoon. We donotseemto
have a plan for water use when there is a

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&2, March, 3, 2024
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Limited (BMRCL).

istomanage them. Hefeelsthe

codetoread | BDAshouldexpandbeyondits

'Going the currenr hmns toinclude pa.ns
Bengalirn

*onli modate the mcreased growth

Way;online “There is a need to adjust the

zoning regulations, the width
oi lhe road, adjusting commercml activi-
ion:

to ensure that there is no traffic chaos,
hesays
C

i trajectory of
Bengaluru 's growth, and data showmg it
will only rise exponentially in the years to
come, the city’s logjam only stands to get
more complicated. Itiscritical thaturban
devel . di £

s,
ic, hy-

perlocal plans.

Have your say
To express your opinion, e-mail usat:
co.in

“Themaster the



MADHAVAN RAO

eceding groundwater levels, de-
pleting reservoirs, a rainfall deficit,
ried-up borewells, water supply

cuts, and long queues of women clutch-

beinsertedat the tipof most taps.
Thehumbletapaerator, nobigger than
a thumbnail, reduces the flow of water
from12-18LPM to 3-6 LPMin hand wash
and kitchen taps, enabling the saving of
morethan 50%of water withoutaffecting

ing their empty bucke is
no doubr facing one of the worst water
crisesin itshistory. The city presently has
accesstoabout 1850 millionlitres per day
(MLD)and needsatleast1,680 MLD more
tomeetits water needs.

hey.
toconserve water inurbanareas.

The proofl of pudding can be seen
in a 120-flat apartment complex in

‘Amillionlitresaday’ solution to Bengaluru swater cr151s

new, thereisaneed fora WUC (Waterflow  whicharereadil i fast-track i
under Control) policy that would trigger  The WUC pohcy and its implementa-  of tap aerators in all their taps within 10
public participation to install tion BWS-  days, resultingin 15 m:lhon litres per day
taps on their premises. Taps are the ulti- nment, which saved. With z by the
int of urb: aswell i gover , this IWUC pohcy will effev

aswaste due to excess flow. A new “WUC
Policy (Waterflow under Control)” that
will set the maximum permissible flow

side. Once BWSSB notifies corporations,
establishments, and resident welfare as-
sociations of the WUC policy and sets a

rates (0f 3-6 LPM]
beannounced bythe state.

4-5tapsper home, leadingtosavings ofap-

Whilea

ing solutions with varying timelines and
costsisdefinitelyunderway bythestate, an
opportunitytomakeavailablean addition-

10,000 litres per day. While
creating awareness for residents toinstall
tap aerators took longer, the process of
installing each aerator took less (Ilan five

mmmes Tt 3

Poll\mnn Under Comrol (PUC) normsfor

wvehicl mustintro-

ne
willbesurprisedatthespeed Oﬁmplemen-
tation. To give an exnmple. Benga!uru is

51akh

tively result in 15 MLD savings on Day 10
h the ITsector i

incitybuildings.
The state must also makeit mandatory

for new buildings to have aerators pre-in-

stalled in taps, to receive the necessary

clearances, and for tap manufacturers to

onl) sell (aps lhalamaﬂ -ator compatible.

ing fruit for

this across other sectors can easily yield
100MLD to 500 MLDin 100 days'time.
Further, BWSSB is empowered to

Lhe guvernmem to alleviate the water
scarcityin Bengaluru. These can beimple-
mented alongslde more intensive meas-

create and take

theIT capital of India,

duce Water Flow Under Control (WUC)
norms for taps. This would ensure that
the maximum flow rate in taps would be
rcgulated w03 lm'es per minute for hand-

al 100 MLD day)atzero
be

(apped nmmedmtel) Thisisdone through

at| KsSOm 70pe| piece, withbulk; purchzs-

for

‘es per minute forkitch-

en taps, which is sufficient and does not

compromise on functionality. This can be
hh i

achieved th

working out o_f T compames

users for violating

WUC norms. The water body can intro-

of ps.
Assuming each employee uses a hand
7 i d

from RWAs to submit
a self-declaration regarding tap aerators
hmn

rainwater
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Apartments take up
conservation steps
amid water crisis

Jahnavi T.R.
BENGALURU

The ongoing water crisis
in Bengaluru, along with
the government taking ov-
er water tankers, has left
apartments and gated
communities framing sev-
eral new regulations for
the conservation of water.
While many communities
are resorting to rationing,
some have taken up steps
like closure of pools and
water pressure
adjustment.

On Friday, after some
private water tankers were
seized by government offi-
cials, water resources
were almost completely
depleted in an apartment
complex on Kanakapura
Road. The apartment with
2,500 units needs around
150 to 200 water tankers a
day. “We have around 75%
dependence on water
tankers. After that day’s in-
cident, we started water
rationing (cut off water
supply) from 6 a.m. to 10
a.m and 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.
We are trying to build our
reserves and we are able
to see 20% water savings.
Additionally, we are also
educating residents,
closed the swimming pool
and have stopped unne-
cessary activities which re-
quire water,” said a mem-
ber of the apartment’s
resident welfare associa-
tion (RWA).

He added that while the
crisis is not very bad, a
glimpse of how bad it

could be has acted like a
wake-up call.

In a similar vein, anoth-
er apartment complex in
Kengeri has also planned
to ration water during
night and maybe replicate
the same during the day-
time, if it results in signifi-
cant savings.

“Our plumber is also
going to every house and
checking for leaks and in-
stalling water-saving aera-
tors,” an RWA member
said.

Several apartments
throughout the city have
asked their residents not
to wash their car multiple
times a week, reuse water
that is discharged from RO
water purifiers for non-po-
tent purposes, refrain
from activities which
would require large
amounts of water, among
other things.

With Holi around the
corner, some communi-
ties have also asked resi-
dents to celebrate the fes-
tival in a waterless manner
this time.

“Although we are not
entirely dependent on
tankers and get a little bit
of the Cauvery water,
there are still a lot of res-
trictions within the com-
munity. We have been
asked to celebrate Holi
without water, wash cars
only twice or thrice a
week and even then, try to
wipe it down rather than
use water,” said a resident
of a gated community in
Whitefield.

Source: The Hindu, p. 3, March. 5, 2024
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Driverless trains on Yellow Line likely by year-end

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Bengaluru

“DRIVERLESS commercial operations on the Yellow
Line (between RV Road and Bommasandra) will start
by this year-end,” said Jitendra Jha, Project Manager,
Rolling Stock, Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation
Limited (BMRCL). He demonstrated the prototype
that has arrived from China, here at Hebbagodi Metro
depot near Electronics City on Wednesday. He also
said that the static and electric circuits tests will start
in two days with the prototype, after which, the train
will be moved to the main line for testing.

“We can complete 90 per cent of the tests with the
prototype. There are as many as 37 types of tests last-
ing for a period of four months. After which, the Sys-
tem integration with signalling system, telecommu-
nications system, power supply system and others
tests will be completed for another 45 days. To com-
plete these above tests, we need three trains on the
Yellow line. These tests can be completed only after
the two trains from Titagarh Rail Systems Limited in
West Bengal arrive. They are expected to be delivered
by June end, or July.”

He said that the commercial operations can begin
only after they have seven trains and the supply of
another four trains is expected by this November or
December.

“If we start the operations with seven trains, we
can operate trains at a frequency of 15 minutes. We
are hoping to start operations by the end of the year,
after completing all the tests and approvals,” said Jha,
and added, “Though the trains can be operated with-
out drivers, it will initially be run with drivers.”

He said that the train’s exterior arch design is in-
spired from the Light House at Lalbagh, while the
lower part takes inspiration from the Gandabherun-
da, which is part of the state government’s official
emblem.

o

The first set of prolype six coach metro train for Yellow lane, at Hebbagodi
Metro depot near Electronics City on Wednesday | swasHioRAR BYRAPPA

Yellow Line route

The 18.82 km long under-construction metro line connects
RV Road with Bommasandra.

Fully elevated metro route with 16 stations --- Rashtriya
Vidyalaya Road, Ragigudda, Jayadeva Hospital, BTM

layout, Central Silk Board, Bommanahalli, Hongasandra,
Kudlu Gate, Singasandra, Hosa Road, Beratena Agrahra,

Electronics City, Infosys Foundation- Konappana Agrahara,

Huskur Road, Biocon Hi and

It connects with the Green Line at RV Road and with the
Pink Line at Jayadeva Hospital.

Source: The New Indian Express, p.2, March. 7, 2024
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Enhanced supervision capability from
Operations Control Centre

Al-based Track Monitoring System to
monitor track’s surface, and raise alarm
if anything is out of place

Hot Axle Detection System detects
overheating in the bearings of trains

Obstacle and Derailment Detection
System applies brakes in case of any
obstacle, or in case of derailment

Two fire detection and control units in
each train to detect any fire or smoke.
Train will stop at the next station

Drum type flexible panel at the
Gangway (where two coaches meet),
to help navigate curves easily

LCD type dynamic route map, presence
of special LED screens and place for
manual advertisement

Front and rear-view camera for
safety reasons

Updated Emergency Egress Device
handle when pulled will alert OCC.
Doors will be opened after observing
the situation through CCTVs

Any coach in this train can be converted
into women's coach, which will reflect
on the side panel of the coach
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