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AGRICULTURE

Reforms panel asks govt to legalise agri land leasing

BENGALURU, DHNS

he Karnataka Adminis-
Ttrative Reforms Com-

mission-2 (KARC-2)
has asked the government to
legalise leasing of agricultur-
al plots, a move whose impact
can be far-reaching by unlock-
ingthe potential of huge tracts
of land that are not being put

touse.

This is among the many
recommendations made by
KARC-2 whose outgoing
chairpersonTM Vijay Bhaskar
submitted his seventh report
to Chief Minister Siddaramai-
ahon Saturday.

The KARC-2hasdrafted the
Karnataka Crop Production
and Land Rejuvenation Bill,

which it said the government
must consider.
Atpresent, the law restricts

tenancy inagriculture (except
if the landowner is a defence
staff, seaman or if the land is
located in Uttara Kannadaand
Dakshina Kannada).
“Restrictive land leasing
laws have led to informal and
concealed tenancies without
security of tenure. This has
resulted in impeding invest-
mentsinagricultureand, thus,

adverselyimpacted productiv-
ity,” the KARC-2 stated. Leas-
ing restrictions have also led
tounused or fallow lands. Kar-
nataka has 21 lakh hectares of
fallow land - about 16% of the
total tillable land. The total
crop loss due to such fallow
lands may be Rs 8,000 crore
ayear, the KARC-2 said.

» Reforms, Page 6

Reforms, From Page 3

“The fear of agricultural lands
falling into the hands of the
sharecroppersor tenant farm-
ers after a specific period (due
to restrictive clauses) has also
led to landowners keeping
large chunks of lands fallow
rather than leasing them to
willing lessees in Karnataka.

With an enabling framework,
legalising land leasing could
correct such anomalies,” the
reportsaid.

Under informal leasing ar-
rangements, most tenants are
small and marginal farmers
belonging to SC/ST and OBCs.
“Lands are mostly leased out
by migrant land owners, land-
owning urbanites and big land

owners,’itsaid. Thereportsaid
informaltenancyleadstoinac-
cessibility of institutional crop
loans, inputsubsidiesand ben-
efits under various schemes.
“Such benefits are often ap-
propriated by landowners.”
The KARC-2’s seventh report
has 527 recommendations per-
taining tonine departments.
Ithasasked the government

to introduce a Tatkal system
for service delivery in a day or
two. “Itisafactthatwhenacit-
izen needs a service urgently,
she can pay a higher amount
informally and get it. There is
a need to formalise and insti-
tutionalise this system,” the
report said, adding that half of
thefee cangotostaffdelivering
theservice.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.
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Govt. notifies rules for
quick disposal of small
farmers’ cases in courts

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government has
issued a gazette notifica-
tion framing guidelines
for providing speedy dis-
posal of cases to help
small farmers and people
from economically weak-
er sections in courts with-
in six months.

President of India
Droupadi Murmu gave her
assent to the Bill - The
Code of Civil Procedure
(Karnataka Amendment)
Bill, 2023, passed by the
State legislature.

Minister for Law and
Parliamentary Affairs
H.K. Patil told reporters
on Monday that with the
notification of the Act and
rules, small farmers and
people from economical-
ly weaker sections need
not wait in courts to settle
cases more than six
months.

He said, “Person be-
longing to the weaker sec-
tion means a person
whose annual income
from all sources should
not exceed I3 lakh.”

Who is small farmer?

The Act defined that a
“small farmer” is a person
who holds not more than
two units of land and the
annual income not ex-
ceeding ¥3 lakh and his in-

e

With the notification

of the Act and rules,
small farmers and
people from
economically weaker
sections need not wait in
courts to settle cases
more than six months.

H.K. PATIL
Minister for Law and
Parliamentary Affairs

come drawn from agricul-
ture. Under the Act, a unit
meant two hectares of un-
irrigated land; or one and
one-fourth hectares of
rain-fed wet land.

It also meant that a half
hectare of land has facili-
ties for growing one irri-
gated crop or for growing
plantation crops or
grapes or coconut or are-
canut or sugarcane or
used for growing mulber-
ry by irrigation.

Plantation crop

One unit also meant a
quarter hectare of land
having perennial irriga-
tion facilities or facilities
for growing more than
one irrigated crop in a
year.

Under the Act, “planta-
tion crop” included car-
damom, coffee, rubber
and tea.

Source: The Hindu , p. 6, March. 5 , 2024




Source: The New Indian Express

Crop loss forces
farmers to head
out towards
greener pasteurs

RAGHOTTAM KOPPAR @Gadag

Farmers, who have been facing
drought for the last one year,
and whose crops were damaged
due to incessant rain in 2022,
are now migrating in the face
of financial erisis, unable to
buy seeds for cultivation.

A few farmers have now re-
sorted to selling their cattle, for
as low as Rs 50,000-60,000 an
animal, owing to fodder short-
age. During better times, each
head of cattle was priced up-
wards of Rs 1 lakh. In some
other villages, herds of cattle
have become weak for want of
fodder. The farmers of the dis-
trict are the worst-hit due to
rapid climatic changes in the
last two years. In 2022, the re-
gion received heavy rain, rav-
aging the yield. As a twist of
fate, the following year saw
drought take over the region,
making the farmers lose both
their rabi and Kharif crops.
Hence, farmers are forcibly
selling off their prized cattle.
Concurrently, prices for fodder
have also increased. Earlier, the
price for one tractor-load of
fodder was Rs 3,000, which has
now crossed Rs 10,000, worsen-
ing the farmers’ already worry-
ing situation.

Sangamesh Nayak, a farmer
from Ron, said, “There is
drought everywhere and we
have lost our crops consecutive-
ly. Several farmers are now star-
ing at a financial crisis. Cattle
are essential for cultivation,
and farmers are now foreed to
sell them off due to inflating
fodder prices, compounded by
the drought situation. We re-
quest the district administra-
tion to start fodder banks to tide
over the grim situation.”

“We are now starting a fod-
der bank to help farmers. In the
first phase, we will open fodder
banks at five gram panchayats,
each of which will have 4-5
truck-loads of fodder,” Gadag
district in-charge minister HK
Patil reiterated.

,p.6, March.5, 2024



Close to 20,000 people throng
National Horticulture Fair 2024

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Around 18,000-20,000 pe-
ople visited the National
Horticulture Fair (NHF)
2024, which was inaugu-
rated on Tuesday at the In-
dian Council of Agricultu-
ral Research (ICAR) -
Indian Institute of Horti-
cultural Research (ITHR).
More than 250 stalls
showcasing various inno-
vations and technologies in
the horticulture sector
have been set up at the
three-day fair while 238
live demos of ITHR technol-
ogies are also being pre-
sented. Farmers from 20
states, 50 ICAR institutes
and Krishi Vigyan Kendras
(KVK), and many other go-
vernment organisations,
NGOs, Farmer Producer

Source: The Hindu , p. 2, March. 6 , 2024

Bengaluru on Tuesday. SUDHAKARA JAIN

Organisations (FPO) and
start-ups are participating
in the fair.

Along with varieties of
seeds, fertilisers, and other
agricultural equipment,
horticultural products like
millet breakfast bars, jack-
fruit cookies, tender coco-
nut milkshakes were also

exhibited at the stalls.
Visitors found the fair to
be quite informative and
diverse. Vinod Sundaram,
a regular at agricultural
fairs and also an organic
farmer said, “For the first
time, I am seeing stalls
from so many different
States — from Sikkim to An-

BULLET TRAIN PROJECT SENDS

FARMING FAMILIES INTO ATIZZY

435-km project connecting Chennai, Bengaluru, Mysuru will hit 28 villages in Ramanagara

daman and Nicobar. There
is quite a lot of information
about the species in diffe-
rent regions and how we
can grow them here.”

Prabhakar Bhat, who
grows arecanut and other
crops in Mangaluru, was a
first-timer at NHF. “I am
here to gather information
as this is a good place to
understand various ad-
vanced technologies and
innovations so that we can
use it for our crops,” he
said.

As many as 12 progres-
sive farmers, including five
from the Northeastern hill
region, four entrepre-
neurs, five FPOs, and five
KVK officials were felicitat-
ed for their contributions
to the horticulture sector
during the inaugural cere-
mony.

WORK DONE DO FAR

Desktop study work and
further preliminary route
development have been
completed in January 2023

Stakeholder discussion; other
activities (Environment
Impact Assessment Report,
etc.) have been completed

YATHIRAJU @ Bengalury

FARMERS from Ramanagara
district, who depend on agri-
culture, horticulture and dairy
farming, are apprehensive that
they could lose their rich, fer-
tile land to the 435-km Chennai-
Bengaluru-Mysuru Bullet
Train project.

The district administration
is taking steps after the Nation-
al High-Speed Rail Corporation
Ltd (NHSRCL) requested the
deputy commissioner to pro-
vide revenue maps of 28 villag-
es, which are likely to be affect-
ed, to prepare the detailed
project report.

The NHSRCL has informed
the DC that the consultancy
services for the project has
been handed over to private
agencies and that the DC should
provide necessary assistance to

these agencies.

In turn, the district adminis-
tration has written to the gra-
ma panchayats, along with the
details of the survey numbers
of lands to be taken for the cor-
ridor, the extent of land and
owners of those lands.

The personnel involved with
the project are visiting the vil-
lages and collecting Aadhaar
cards of farmers, who are like-
ly to be affected. The project
team is also informing the vil-
lagers that a railway line could
pass through their lands. After
the DPR is prepared, the pre-
liminary notification will be is-
sued for the acquisition of
lands, sources said.

“We have seen about three
proposed alignments marked
in and around our villages. But
we are now worried as it is said
that the line marked on our

land is the one that is being fi-
nalised for the project. We will
geta compensation for the land,
but what can we do if our main
livelihood of agriculture is
gone,” said a resident of Kud-
luru village in Channapatna
taluk. He pointed out that hun-
dreds of acres of farmlands, on
which coconut, mulberry, ba-
nana, paddy, ragi, mango, etc.
are grown will be lost to
farmers.

Another resident said there
is a silver lining among people
in the district because the
groundwater table has re-
charged because of a lake-fill-
ing project and villagers are
involved in agriculture, horti-
culture and dairy. Those who
have large parcels of land will
not be affected by families who
have more than a piece of land
may not be worried if some

parcels of their land is gone for
the project but those who have
only a piece of land will be se-
verely affected, he added.

Talakuppe, KG
Bheemanahalli,
Belakempanahalli, Bananduru,
Badadi, Kenchanakuppe,
Kallugopanahalli, Kempanahalli,

Mayagondanahalli, Kethohalli, Basavanapura,

and alignment has been
finalized in May 2023

Light Detection and Ranging
survey and alignment design
and balance activities are

under way

Kotthipura, Shidlakallu, Acchalu, Acchalu state forest,

Vibhuthikere, Bommanahalli, Brahmanipura, Thagachagere,
Thimmasandra, Sunnaghatta, Honganuru, Kudluru,
Hottiganahosahalli, Chakkere, Kuranagere, Chakkaluru and Kukkuru.

Source: The New Indian Express , p.14, March . 6, 2024




Coconut growers gather in panic to
register for copra procurement

Many growers stood in queue for hours and some slept on the premises of APMC market on Sunday night as they were not ready to miss any chance

The Hindu Bureau
SHIVAMOGGA

undreds of farm-
l-lers on Monday
stood in queue at

APMC markets in Hassan
district to register their
names for ball copra pro-
curement at the support
price. Even though the re-
gistration process was
scheduled to begin at 8
a.m. on Monday, many
reached the registration
counters as early as Sun-
day afternoon.

The growers stood in
queue for hours in Chan-
narayapatna and many
slept on the premises of
the market on Sunday
night, as they were not
ready to miss any chance.

There were around
2,000 growers in the
queue in Channarayapat-
na by 7 a.m. on the day.

The scene was similar at
Arasikere, Nuggehalli,
S.Belgola and  other

centres. The district admi-

Coconut growers gathering at APMC Market in Channarayapatna of Hassan to register for copra

procurement on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

nistration deployed poli-
cemen to handle the
crowd at these centres.
Following the dip in the
price of copra in the open
market, the Centre grant-
ed permission to procure
69,250 tonnes from the

growers of Karnataka at
the support price of
12,000 per quintal. The
National Agricultural
Cooperative ~ Marketing
Federation procures copra
through the Karnataka
State Cooperative Market-

ing Federation. At the rate
of six quintals per acre,
from each farmer, a maxi-
mum of 15 quintals can be
procured.

As part of the proce-
dure, the growers have to
register their names with

relevant records. In a day, the officials can
register a maximum of 250
Why fresh registration growers, if there is no

Earlier, the registration
was scheduled for Febru-
ary 5. Surprisingly, the
process ended within the
first three days as the
quantity of copra regis-
tered for procurement
crossed the allotted limit.

There were allegations
that instead of farmers, it
was the traders who regis-
tered in large numbers in
that short span of time.
The growers staged prot-
ests, alleging irregularities
in the whole process. They
suspected the involve-
ment of officers with the
traders.

MLASs representing the
coconut growing areas
raised the issue during the
recently concluded legisla-
ture session as well. Final-
ly, a fresh request was an-
nounced on March 4,
cancelling the old one.

Registration is done
between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.

breakdown of the network
or delay in scanning. Ho-
wever, the number of
farmers gathered is sever-
al hundred.

Srihari, Deputy Direc-
tor of Agricultural Market-
ing at Hassan, told The
Hindu, “The farmers are in
panic, as in the previous
case the process ended
within three days. They do
not want to miss the
chance this time. A large
number of people are
gathering at centres. The
staff can register a maxi-
mum of 250 people a day.”

Of the 69,250 tonnes to
be procured, the quota al-
lotted for Hassan district is
17,500 tonnes. “The regis-
tration process will end
automatically when the
quantity of copra that
growers offer through this
process crosses this limit.
Hence, the farmers are in
a hurry,” the officer said.

Source: The Hindu , p. 6, March. 5, 2024
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Decentralisation

Rs 856 cr released
to districts to
address water
woes: Minister

‘Atotalof 116
villages, 57
municipal wards
facing drinking
water problem’

———
BENGALURU DHNS

evenue Minister Krish-
Rga Byre Gowda said on
riday that the 7,377
villages and 1,272 wards in
the state were vulnerable to
drinking water crisisand that
thegovernmentwas prepared
totackleit.

Speaking toreporters after
holding a meeting with the
officials of the department,
the minister said, “A total of
116 villages and 57 municipal
wards in the state are reeling
under drinking water prob-
lem. Currently, we are supply-
ing water to the affected vil-
lages and the wards through
tankers. The department is
prepared to tackle the crisis

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

4

Krishna Byre Gowda

by identifying 7,080 private
borewells. We have already
tied up with 3,757 private
borewells to supply water to
the affected areas.”

“Tenders have been called
at the district, taluk and pan-
chayatlevels for water supply
through tankers. The chief
minister has directed the of-
ficials to supply water within
24 hours. The officials have
taken necessary measures to
supply water through tankers
in the crisis-hit villages and
wards,” the minister said.

The minister added that
the government has released
Rs 856 crore for the districts
topaytheborewell and tanker
owners. The payments will be
made once in two weeks, he
said.

11, March , 2, 2024
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100 taluks in State hit by
drinking water crisis: CM

It is estimated that 7408 villages and 1,115 wards in urban local bodies would face drinking water

shortage. A helpline and a control room would be set up for monitoring the drought situation

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

lose to 100 taluks in
C Karnataka have
been facing severe

drinking water crisis and
tankers have been pressed
into service to supply wa-
ter to residents. Similarly,
drinking water is being
supplied to 96 wards of the
Bruhat Bengaluru Maha-
nagara Palike (BBMP) in
Bengaluru, and 250 tank-
ers have been deployed to
mitigate drinking water
needs of the city.

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Tuesday took
stock of the situation in the
State by holding a video-
conference with Deputy
Commissioners and CEOs
of ZPs and said 98 out of
236 taluks have been fac-
ing drinking water crisis
owing to drought. The
State had declared 223 ta-
luks as drought-hit.

It is estimated that 7,408
villages and 1,115 wards in
urban local bodies would
face drinking water shor-
tage. Agreements have
been signed with owners
of private borewells to sup-
ply water to drought hit vil-
lages/towns, he said.

Steps have been taken

Source: The Hindu , p. 2, March. 6 , 2024

A private tanker selling water at Hesargatta main Road in Bengaluru on Tuesday. SUDHAKARA JAIN

for water supply in villages
and towns through repair
of government borewells,
hiring of private borewells,
and use of tankers.

Officials have been told
to respond to the grievanc-
es of people by closely
monitoring the social me-
dia tools. Noting the crop
loss that has occurred ex-
tensively, the Chief Minis-
ter said I631 crore had
been disbursed to 33.25
lakh farmers.

Mr. Siddaramaiah said
the drought-hit villagers
have not been migrating to

cities owing to the impact
of “guarantee” schemes
implemented by the go-
vernment. Close to 4.5
crore people have been be-
nefiting from the welfare
schemes of the govern-
ment, he said. He reiterat-
ed that the Centre had not
approved the State’s de-
mand for 150 days of la-
bour under the MGNRE-
GA. The amount too not
has been sanctioned for
the people who had
worked under the scheme,
he said.

A helpline and a control

room would be set up to
monitor the water crisis
and drought. There was no
shortage of funds for relief
work, he said.

A sum of ¥854 crore was
with the Deputy Commis-
sioners and they were
authorised to take deci-
sions on supplying drink-
ing water in tankers and
drilling borewells, if re-
quired, said Mr. Siddara-
maiah.

Task forces have been
set up in each district for
handling the water situa-
tion and fodder, he said.
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Water crisis hits industries,
production costs soar

Impact felt mostin units
that are water dependent

v

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

he city’s water crisis is

I hitting industrial pro-

duction hard, as they

struggle to access water to

meet their employees’ basic
needs.

Industrialists say that the
increased cost of procuring
water is driving up produc-
tion costs.

For instance, the cost of
producing phenyl and oth-
er home cleaning products
rose by at least 10% due to
the water crisis, said Asha
NR of Asha Chemicals that
functions in the Machohalli
(BengaluruNorth) industrial
area.

“Since our borewells are
dry, we have to depend on
tankers, which are expen-
sive. As a result, the produc-
tion cost has gone up by at
least10%,” she said.

Though all the industries
in the city are reeling un-
der severe water crisis, the
impact is particularly pro-
nounced in those industries
that are water dependent.
Among the worst hit are tex-
tile processing units, chem-
ical industries, and paper
manufacturers, industrial-
ists said.

“Since these industries
depend heavily on water,
they are the worst hit. If the
situation continues, many of
themwill have to temporarily
shut shop as they cannot af-
ford to keep buying water at
such highrates,”said Suresh
N Sagar, governing council
member, Karnataka Small
Scale Industries Association
(KASSIA).

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

Though some industries
willmanage to survive by hik-
ingthe prices of the products
they sell, others may have to
closedown until the situation
gets better.

“Evenasmall-scale textile
processing unitrequires one
lakhlitresofwateraday,”said
Ashok Chakravarthi, who
runsatextile processing unit
near Basaveshwaranagar.

“With poor supply and
dry borewells, we do not
know how to manage thesit-
uation. This is the situation
even though we have an in-
house Effluent Treatment
Plant (ETP). Now, since the
orders are relatively low, we
are able to manage. In the
next few months, we will
have to refuse to take orders
if the situation does not get
better,” Chakravarthi said.

Basicneeds of workers
Industry bodies also point to
units that are struggling to
meet the basic needs of their
workers.

“Consider a garment fac-
tory where there are hun-
dreds of workers. In such
industries, they are not able
to meet the basic needs of
workers. The situation has
turned worse this year with
majority of the borewells
running dry,” said Shiva Ku-
mar R, president, Peenya
Industries Association.

Industrialists are con-
cerned about water man-
agement for the next three
months.

“The situation is so bad
rightatthebeginning of sum-
mer. We wonder how we will
pull through the summer,”
Sagar said.

‘Open to using treated water’

Industrialistsarereadyto withtreated water so that

usetreated water to beat
thelooming crises but
find no system that would
allow them toaccessiit.
“We want to use
treated water butalack
of system and means to
accessisahindrance,”
Shivakumar from the
PeenyaIndustries
Association said. “The
authorities should have
planned and provided us

Awoman and her child pushacart withempty water cans mea?rtfor reﬁlliné,v

we could have tested and
planned onits use. But,
no initiative was taken in
thisregard.”
Acknowledging that
the process of getting
treated water is not seam-
less, Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB) chair-
man Ram Prasath Mano-
har Vsaid they will soon
meetall the stakeholders

tounderstand how they
can supply treated water.
“Wewillsoonholda
meeting and understand
their requirements.
Based on the discussions,
we will make arrange-
ments to supply treated
water,” he said.
Asalong-term mea-
sure, the BWSSBis also
planning tolay pipelines
tosupply treated water to
industrial areas.
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at Benson Town in Bengaluru. bH PHOTO/BK JANARDHAN

BBMP sets up controlroom,
appoints nodal officer

BENGALURU, DHNS: With
an aim to address the wa-
ter shortage in the city, the
BBMP has set up a control
room at its head office and
appointed a nodal officer to
address the problems.
While residents of the 110

2, March , 5, 2024

villagesinthe city’s periphery
can contactthe BBMP onthe
helpline 1533 to raise com-
plaints about water short-
age, residents of the other
wards in the core areas can
dial1916.

That apart, acknowledg-

ing that the 110 villages are
the worst affected since they
do not have an operational
Cauvery water connection,
adedicated nodal officer has
been assigned to each of the
35 wards that fall under the
110villages.



Source: Vijayavani, p.3C, Mar.06, 2024

Source: The Hindu , p. 6, March. 5 , 2024




























































































































