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AGRICULTURE

Vegetable prices skyrocket
in city as supply takes a hit

Beans selling at ¥80 to X120 a kg in retail markets while carrot is selling at 60 to X80 a kg

Jahnavi T. R.
BENGALURU

o add to woes dur-
I ing summer, the
prices of vegeta-

bles have shot up in Benga-
luru in the last few days,
thanks to a supply shortage
and the quick deteriora-
tion in the quality of veget-
ables. While the prices
have seen a slight increase
in wholesale markets, the
prices have almost dou-

bled in retail shops.
“As there is a lot of heat
emanating from the

ground and no rain, farm-
ers are not able to take out
the yield which is why
there is a supply crunch in
the market. Until there is
good rain, which might be
in another two months,
the prices will remain
high,” said N. Manjunath
Reddy, a vegetable trader
at K.R. Market.

While the price of beans
is T50 to 60 a kg in whole-
sale markets like the Kalasi-

Afile photo of the vegetable market at Gandhi Bazaar in Bengaluru.

palya market and K.R. Mar-
ket, it is anywhere
between 80 and 120 in
retail markets. Even in
HOPCOMS, the price was
%80 a kg on Friday. Similar-
ly, carrots are priced at 340
to ¥50 a kg in wholesale
markets and they are sell-
ing at 60 to 380 in retail
shops. The price of Ooty

carrots has also breached
the 100 mark in retail
markets.

Capsicum (X50 in who-
lesale and %70 to 100 in
retail), brinjal (25 in who-
lesale and %40 to 60 in re-
tail), radish (at ¥40 to T45 a
kg in retail) and cabbage
(%40 to 350 a kg in retail)
are some of the other ve-

Source: The Hindu, p. 6, March. 16, 2024

Vegetable prices
on Friday

Vegetable | Pricein | Price at
wholesale| Hopcoms
market | (perkg)
(perkg) |

Beans 50- 60 80

Carrot 40-50 74

Capsicum | 50 66

Brinjal 25 54-62

Cabbage | 20 42

Tomato 20-25 23

getables whose prices have
gone up.

K.T.S. Niyamath, a veget-
able trader from Kalasipa-
lya, explained why retail
prices are significantly
higher than wholesale
prices. “If they buy 100 kg
of a vegetable from whole-
sale markets, the retailers
will only be able to sell
around 80 to 85 kg for a
good price. Due to the
heat, the vegetables will
rot quickly. If they do not
manage to sell the vegeta-

bles the same day, then
they will not even get half
the price the next day as
quality reduces,” he said.
However, he said that the
current retail prices can-
not be justified.

He also predicted that if
the skies do not open up in
the next week, then the
prices of vegetables will
shoot up further as supply
would take an even bigger
hit.

Greens not available
Due to heat damage, the
availability of green leafy
vegetables has also been
reduced in the markets. On
the city’s outskirts, finding
daily essentials such as
fresh coriander and mint
has also become a pro-
blem. “I had to check three
shops earlier this week to
find a bunch of good quali-
ty fresh coriander. Even
then, I had to pay around
335 for a bunch,” said Vish-
al Kumar, a resident of
Yelahanka.



Farmers in Cauvery basin districts upset
over restrictions imposed on use of water

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
BENGALURU

Directives from authorities
in the Cauvery basin dis-
tricts prohibiting the use of
river water for irrigation
have agitated farmers and
planters, particularly in
Mysuru, Mandya, and
Kodagu.

Farmers have asserted
that this is crucial irriga-
tion time to safeguard
crops. However, with the
State  grappling  with
drought, priority is being
given to supplying drinking
water to Bengaluru, Mysu-
ru, and other major towns.

In Kodagu, planters
have initiated irrigation for
their coffee plantations,
but the district administra-
tion has prohibited the use
of river water for it.

Nanda Ganapathy, a
farmer, said: “Irrigation is
a crucial process for ensur-
ing good yields annually.
However, the district admi-

nistration has instructed
farmers not to utilise river
water for it. This decision
will significantly affect cof-
fee plantations, given the
lack of adequate rainfall in
Kodagu this year.”

On Friday, members of
the Karnataka Rajya Raitha
Sangha (KRRS) protested
against the district admi-
nistration in front of the
Deputy Commissioner’s of-
fice in Madikeri.

K. Manu Somaiah, dis-
trict president of KRRS
said: “The Cauvery origi-

Farmers staging a protest in Madikeri on Friday.

nates in Kodagu, yet it’s un-
fortunate that we are now
facing water scarcity. The
primary reason for the de-
pletion of Cauvery water in
the district is the destruc-
tion of forests and the use
agricultural land in the
name of real estate deve-
lopment, which has been
permitted by the district
administration.”

The Federation of Farm-
ers’ Organisations and the
State Sugarcane Growers’
Federation in Mandya have
been urging the govern-

Source: The Hindu, p. 6, March. 16, 2024

ment to release water from
the Krishnaraja Sagar and
Kabini dam for irrigation to
protect standing crops.
Kurubur  Shanthaku-
mar, a farmers’ leader,
said: “Farmers from Old
Mysore and Bengaluru are
suffering owing to bar im-
posed on irrigation. We
have appealed to the go-
vernment to release water
into canals to protect crops
and provide drinking wa-
ter to the people in the
Cauvery basin. However,
the government is prioritis-
ing water release to Tamil
Nadu. This not only affects
people’s access to drinking
water but also poses chal-
lenges for livestock that is
deprived of water.”

Severe scarcity

In Kodagu, towns like Ma-
dikeri, Virajpet, and Kush-
alnagar are facing a severe
scarcity of drinking water.
Even borewells and wells
have dried up, and locals

say authorities have not
been responsive in ad-
dressing the crisis in the
district.

Codava National Coun-
cil president N.U. Nachap-
pa said: “Kodagu serves as
the primary catchment
area for the Cauvery. We
are significant stakehol-
ders and shareholders of
Cauvery water, yet we are
being deprived of utilising
it to satisfy our basic water
needs.”

Speaking to The Hindu,
Kodagu Deputy Commis-
sioner Venkat Raja said:
“The order is not to trou-
ble anyone, especially
farmers. With drought per-
sisting this year and there
being scarcity of drinking
water, it’s crucial to con-
serve water for essential
needs, especially with
peak summer ahead. We
are with farmers and have
implemented numerous
measures to address the
water crisis in the district.”
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K'taka gra

Water scarcity hits
production; prices
expectedtogoup

R S

PAVAN KUMAR H
HUBBALLI, DHNS

arnataka’s foodgrain
production (cereals
nd pulses) is estimat-

ed to decrease by 31 lakh
tonnes this year compared
to the previous year. Paddy is
anticipated to see the highest
fall, with estimates showing a
plunge from 65 lakh tonnes to
38lakh tonnes.

Grain, from Page 1

Several farmers who shift-
ed from traditional crops to
those requiring less water
have not seen any significant
improvement. “The rain and
the government cheated us,”
said Ramappa Menasinakai,
a farmer in Gangavathi who
switched to cultivating green

Thesteepdeclineisattribut-
ed to the low water storage in
the Tungabhadra and Kaveri
basins, critical paddy-growing
regions. The area under pad-
dy cultivation has shrunk by 4
lakh hectares due to the state
government’s restrictions in
these basins. Karnataka is set
tosee thelowest paddy harvest
inoveradecade.

Based on the agriculture
department’ssecond advance
estimates, the state might
experience a deficit in the
production of various cereals
and pulses, and not just pad-
dy. Onlyjowar, tur and Bengal
gramare expected to buck the
trend.

In atypical year, Karnataka
harvests 129 lakh tonnes of

gram from paddy. He said the
yield was merely 65% of what
wasanticipated. Thewaterre-
leased from the Tungabhadra
reservoirwasnotsufficientfor
green gram, he added.

The production of oil seeds
is also expected to decline.
From 14 lakh tonnes last year,
the production of groundnut,
sesame, sunflower, mustard

Paddy plight

= Paddy production
set to plunge from 65L .-
tonnes to 38L tonnes. -

Cereal killer

= Rainfall deficit
impacts cereal
cultivation

= Ragiproductionto
seeadrop of 3L tonnes

= Oil seed yield to
decline from 14L
tonnes to 10L tonnes

and other crops is projected
to decrease to around 10 lakh
tonnes this year.

Experts fear that this year’s
lowyield might push the kitch-
en budget northwards and
also impact the state govern-
ment’s ambitious Anna Bha-
gyascheme.

“In the current scenario,
thegovernmenthastolook for

foodgrains outside the state,”
said a senior faculty member
at the University of Agricul-
ture Sciences, Dharwad.
However, Agriculture De-
partment Director GT Putra
says Karnataka would not
encounter an acute shortage
this year. “While the rabi and
kharif yields haven’t met ex-
pectations, wearehopeful that

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&5, March, 18, 2024

inyield may drop by 31 lakh tonnes this year

cereals and pulses. The previ-
ousyearsawanincreaseto143
lakh tonnes. However, the pro-
duction is estimated to slump
to 1121akh tonnes this year.

This year’s rainfall deficit
has predominantly impact-
ed cereal cultivation. While
jowar production s estimated
to increase by 60,000 tonnes
compared to last year, ragi is
projected to witness a drop of
around 3 lakh tonnes.

“Erratic rainfall led to a
challenging kharifseason,and
the total failure of rabi crops
hasdealtasevere blowtoboth
thefarmersand thestate’s pro-
duction,”said BK Desai, Direc-
torofResearch at University of
Agriculture Sciences, Raichur.
» Grain, Page 5

bythethirdand fourthadvance
estimates, we willminimise the
foodgrain deficit,” he said.

Farmers have been given a
contingency plan to minimise
their losses and grow alterna-
tive crops. The state govern-
ment will ensure that the pric-
esof essential foodgrainsdon’t
rise sharply, he said.



B’luru stares at insipid food table as

Growers of veggies, fruits bear
brunt of dry borewells

VARSHA GOWDA
BENGALURU, DHNS:

ust on the periphery
Jof Bengaluru, Chikka-

ballapur and Kolar dis-
tricts are major suppliers of
vegetables and fruits to the
city.

As a water crisis looms,
lakhs of borewells in these
districts are proving insuffi-
cient in providing a reliable
water source for agriculture
and drinking needs — putting
the drinking water security of
people in Chikkaballapur and
Kolarandsupply of vegetables
toBengaluru in jeopardy.

Shreedevi, a farmer on the
outskirts of Chikkaballapur
town, has used water from
14 borewells in over three de-
cades, not accounting for six
failed borewells.

Her family has done all it
can to minimise water use, in-
cluding dripirrigation.

“Right now, only four bore-
wells are functioning. The
weather is so dry and soil
moisture is very low. I do not
know if our crops will survive
without irrigation,” she says.
The farmer grows a variety of

leafy greensand vegetableson
her three acres.

“Most vegetables supplied
to Bengaluru come fromnear-
by Malur and other taluks in
Kolar and Chikkaballapur
districts. This is the case be-
cause vegetables and fruits
are highly perishable. Due
to proximity and the massive
scale of demand from Bengal-
uru, these areas have become
important,” says Prakash
Kammardi, retired professor
in the department of agricul-
tural economics at University
of Agricultural Sciences and
former chairman of Karnata-
ka Agricultural Prices Com-
mission.

Historically, Kolar and Chik-
kaballapur have depended on
groundwater forirrigation.

Shreedevi’s familyisamong
manywhichrely exclusivelyon
borewells.

Farmer Ramu Shivanna
from Kalvamanali village, Ko-
lar district, explains that low
groundwater levels have hit
water supply to crops. On his
five-acre farm, Shivanna cul-
tivatestomatoesand potatoes.

“Weprovide water through
drip irrigation for only two

i

Chikkaballapur and Kolar districts are major suppliers of

vegetables and fruits to Bengaluru. oH FILE PHOTO

days a week. This delays flow-
ering, causes some plants to
wither and output is low,” he
says.

A report titled ‘Dynamic
Groundwater Resources As-
sessmentof India’ found Kolar
categorised as groundwater
over-exploited (199%) district,
followed by Chikkaballapur
(145%) and Bengaluru Rural
(137%).

Relyingongroundwater for
irrigation has proved to be a fi-
nancial blackhole for farmers.

“Installing one borewell
costs nothing less than Rs 3
lakh,” says Lokesh K M, who
grows grapefruit in the area.
To date, Lokesh has borrowed
and saved moneyto finance 14
borewells.

“Only fourare functioning,”
hesays. The mostrecentbore-
well, at1,480 ft, is the deepest.

Lokesh says, “I can make

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 5, March, 18, 2024

maybe Rs 10 lakh a year if
crop is good, but more than
Rs 6 lakh goes into borewell
maintenance. How canlafford
moreand more borewells?” he
says.

There was initially some
hope when KC Valley and HN
Valley projects, which aimed
to recharge groundwater by
filling lakes with Bengaluru’s
treated water, were intro-
duced.

Officialsinminorirrigation
department claim the rejuve-
nation of lakes with treated
water has been beneficial.

“Groundwateris moreavail-
able near lakes that received
treated water,” says Balasubra-
manya B, deputy secretary in
the department.

Even though lakes have
been filled with secondary
treated water since then, wa-
teravailabilityisquestionable.

water table dips in Kolar, CB’Pur

“Officials have been saying
the project is successful, be-
cause between 2020 and 2022
there was sufficient rainfall.
Thiswaswhen the projectwas
introduced. Sufficient rainfall
was a major reason why wa-
ter table improved,” says An-
janeya Reddy, a farmer leader
in Chikkaballapur.

Shivanna disputes the suc-
cessofthe project. Hisland lies
just next to a KC valley chan-
nel. “In the past 5 months,
stressed due to lack of water
for irrigation, I have invested
in installation of 2 borewells.
Even though we drilled up to
1,200 ft,both borewells failed,”
hesays.

In Shreedevi’s case, only
500 to 600 gallons of water
was available for use, says Ra-
mesh, her husband.

“Onlythemostrecentbore-
well installed two years ago
yielded 1,000 gallons of wa-
ter. That was when there was
enoughrain,” he adds.

When the motors are
turned on these days, water
flow is low, the couple said.

“We do not know how long
water will last in these bore-
wells. We do not know if we
will get more water on digging
more borewells,”says Shreed-
evi.

“Our water is used to grow
vegetables, rear cattle and
chicken for milk and meat. All
ofthis goesto Bengaluru. How
will the city fare if we don’t
have water?” he says.

BLief rain respite soon in some K'taka districts

B'lurumayget
pre-monsoon
rainfallin April

B A

PAVAN KUMAR H
HUBBALLI, DHNS

ight districts in Karna-
E taka are expected to re-
ceivelightrainfalliniso-
lated locations over the next

two to three days, offering
some respite from the sum-

mer heat. Bidar, Kalaburagi,
Kodagu, Mysuru, Mandya,
Hassan, Koppal and Raichur
arethese districts.

However, a “good cover”
of pre-monsoon showers
across the state would come
only in April and May, said
weather scientists. Bengalu-
ru is expected to experience
pre-monsoon thundershow-
ers in the last week of March
or the first week of April.

EINino, the climate pattern
that resulted in last year’s
monsoon shortfall, is also
weakening, said scientists at
the India Meteorological De-

Summer showers
In 2-3days

Light showers in Bidar, Kalaburagi,
Kodagu, Mysuru, Mandya, Hassan,
. Koppal and Raichur

April-May

Pre-monsoon showers across
Karnataka

March-end/April 1stweek
Thundershowers in B'luru

partment (IMD), Bengaluru.
“The probability of the EINino
effectbecoming neutralisedis
high in the next three to four
months,”said IMD Bengaluru

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 1, March, 19, 2024

Director Prasad. Vijayapura,
Kalaburagi, Gadag and Bidar
can expect hailstorms during
April and May. “At present,
we are witnessing the conver-

gence of multiple factors that
areresulting in showers in Bi-
darand Kalaburagi,” he said.
IT/BT and Rural Develop-
mentMinister Priyank Kharge
said the government is pre-
pared to address the challeng-
es posed by one of the worst
droughts in decades. “The
government has formed a
sub-committee consisting of
ministers to monitor drought
conditions. We are adopting
measures to minimise the im-
pact,” he said.
BWSSB to use robotic
technology to maintain
public borewells, Page 3
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CM asks if farmers’
conscience will allow
them to vote for BJP

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Asking farmers if their con-
science would allow them
to vote for the BJP that has
meted out “injustice” in ir-
rigation projects, drought
relief, and in not increasing
man days under MGNRE-
GA, Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Monday said that
in the past former Chief Mi-
nister B.S. Yediyurappa
had promised to waive
loans but refused to do so
once assuming power.
“The BJP in its manifes-
to in 2018 had promised to
waive loans of farmers in
nationalised banks up to 1
lakh. After coming to pow-
er, Mr. Yediyurappa had
asked if he had a note
printing machine to fund
the waiver. When farmers
sought fertilizers, he had

ordered police firing in
which farmers died. Will
your (farmers) conscience
allow you to vote for the
son of Mr. Yediyurappa?”
he asked, even as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
addressed a rally in Shiva-
mogga from where B.Y.
Raghavendra is contesting.
Mr. Siddaramaiah said:
“It has been over six
months since drought was
announced in the State
and I have written several
letters to the Centre to re-
lease 18,177 crore as
drought relief. I have met
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, but not a paise has
been released so far. Why
does the BJP hate farm-
ers?” The Centre has not
responded to the request
to increase man days from
100 days to 150 days under
MGNREGA, he added.

Source: The Hindu, p. 4, March. 19, 2024




More Indians are now eating fish,
and a lot more of it, finds study

Vaishnavi Chandrashekhar| Tnn

creased in the country,

even in inland areas whe-
re it hasn’t been a traditional
staple, a new study has found.
This surge could be attributed
torisingincomes, changing di-
ets and improved availability
of fish, it said.

Researchers analysed data
from National Family House-
hold Surveys between 2005-06
and 2019-21 to understand con-
sumption trends in those 15 ye-
ars for a study, ‘Fish consump-
tion in India: Patterns and
trends’, conducted by World-
Fish India in collaboration
with Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research and other
govtand international bodies.

“The proportion of people
eating fish increased from
730.6 million (66%) to 966.9
million (72.1%), an increase
of 236.3 million (32.34%),” sa-
id the study. Annual per capi-
ta fish consumption rose
from 4.9kg to 8.9kg between
2005 and 2020. Among fish ea-
ters, per capita consumption
rose from 7.4kg to12.3kg.

India’s consumption gro-
wth was among the highest in
the World Bank group of lo-
wer-middle income countries,
the study said. Even so, per ca-
pita consumption was a little
over half the group’s average
of 14.9kg in 2020. North-ea-
sternand eastern statesrema-
ined bigonfish,alongwith Ke-
rala and Goa. Tripura had the
highest percentage of fish ea-
ters (99.35%).

Manipur, Assam, Aruna-
chal Pradesh, Nagaland and
West Bengal follows Tripura
as states with highest percen-
tage of fish eaters. At the
otherend of thefishscale, Ha-
ryana had the smallest share
of fish eaters (20.6%) in 2019-
21, followed by northern Pun-
jaband Rajasthan.

Surprisingly, Jammu and
Kashmir saw the biggest in-

I ‘Wish consumption has in-

crease in the proportion of
fish eaters, with a 20.9% point
jump, followed by Arunachal

SCALING UP

India has almost

1 bn fish Highest
eaters proporﬁon in
99/100

Pradesh (15%

point increase) and Karnata
ka (10.1). Consumption in Del-
hirose by 8.7% points. The in-
crease in J&K could be due to
improved connectivity and
cold storage networks, said
Arun Padiyar, an expert with
WorldFish India and lead aut-
hor of the study.

The study also revealed the
frequency of fish consump-
tion has risen, with weekly in-
take increasing by 11.3%. Peo-
ple in Kerala ate fish most fre-
quently, with more than 50%
including it in their daily diet,
followed by Goa (36.2% daily
consumption) and West Beng-
al (21.9%). Meanwhile, Assam
and Tripura had the highest
weekly consumption.

More Men Eat It

Overall, 78.6% men ate fish in
2019-21 compared with 65.6%
women. The gender gap was
smaller in states where more
people ate fish and more frequ-
ently, such as Kerala. Padiyar
said the gender gap was partly
because more men ateathotels
and restaurants than women.
Urban areas had greater fish
consumption, which included
eating at hotels. However, con-
sumption in rural areas was
growing faster, according to
theanalysis.

Still Behind Eggs, Chicken
The period between 2005-06
and 2019-21 saw a general incre-

ase in non-vegetarian food
consumption. Fish consump-
tion lagged behind eggs and
chicken, the study showed, alt-
hough the gap was smaller in
coastal states.

Interestingly, the study

L I found a
population
in Haryana
21/100
_- greater

increase in we-

bekly fish consumption in the

less wealthy strata, perhapsre-
flecting increased availability
and accessibility of fish. Inthe
same 15-year period, fish pro-
duction in India more than do-
ubled, reaching 14.2 million
metric tonnes, with most of it
directed towards domestic
consumption.

Much of the increase was
due toan expansion in fish far-
ming or aquaculture encoura-
ged by government schemes.
In a survey by National Coun-
cil of Applied Economic Rese-
arch (NCAER) last year, 56%
of households cited increased
availability and more variety
as reasons for more consump-
tion. “Push for fish farming
can lead to a big boost for local
consumption,” said NCAER
senior fellow Saurabh Bandyo-
padhyay. Padiyar said the we-
althiest consumers are likely
looking for value-added pro-
ducts, such as ready-to-cook
dishes, or high-end varieties
like pomfret and lobster. “If
those are not available, they
won’t increase consumption.”

Despite higher domestic
supply - India is the second-
largest producer of farmed
fish in the world - fish imports
rose five times between 2005
and 2020, from 14,000 tonnes to
76,000 tonnes. These imports
were likely value-added pro-
ducts such as cleaned and de-
boned fillets for high-end res-
taurants, said Padiyar.

Source: The Times of India, p.7, March. 19, 2024




Guaranteed MSP is an ethical imperative

s the general elections
draw closer, agrarian
concerns have once
again taken centre
stage. Farmers from the heartland
of the Green Revolution have
travelled to the border of the
capital to not only voice their
distress, but also to shape the
electoral discourse. The ruling
dispensation, sensing adverse
electoral implications, attempted
to reach out to the farmers. It said
it was ready to procure pulses,
maize, and cotton at MSP, but this
was contingent upon farmers
guaranteeing crop diversification.
However, these efforts were
rejected as the core issues were
not addressed, say farm leaders.

The perennial issue of fair
pricing of farm produce reigns
supreme, now coupled with calls
for legal assurances of Minimum
Support Price (MSP). However,
beyond mere legal mandates lies
the pressing concern of
maintaining self-sufficiency in
food production and addressing
the ongoing challenge of
distribution. This underscores the
ethical imperative of anchoring a
legal guarantee for MSP.

The MSP regime was a vital
instrument for ensuring food
security in India. Given the unique
nature of agriculture, farmers lack
the ability to exert significant
influence, let alone determine the
price of their produce. This
constitutes a ‘market failure’
Thus, MSP ensures that
agricultural commodity prices
remain above a predetermined
benchmark to facilitate
remunerative price discovery.

Produce and perish trap

The MSP is announced annually
for 23 crops covering both the
kharif and rabi seasons, well in
advance of sowing, with 21 of
them being food crops. However,
despite the announcements, the
implementation of MSP remains
poor. Only 6% of farmers,
primarily those cultivating paddy
and wheat in States such as
Punjab, benefit from MSP. Most
transactions involving these
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Farmers hardly
get 30% of the
price paid by
the consumers.
This will
increase if MSP
is guaranteed

essential food commodities occur
below the MSP, rendering farming
economically unviable for the
majority of producers in India. As
a result, farmers are trapped in a
dangerous cycle of produce and
perish, leading to crippling debt
and deaths by suicide. All these
emphasise the pressing need to
ensure MSP, including the one
recommended by the eminent
agricultural scientist M.S.
Swaminathan (with a 50% profit
margin).

Several articles under the
Constitution, as well as the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Peasants, support the legal
recourse to guaranteeing MSP.
According to a recent opinion
survey by an English TV channel,
83% of landowners and 77% of
farm labourers expressed
solidarity with the agitating
farmers. Notably, 64% of the
public also endorsed the farmers’
demand for a legal right to MSP.

Sugarcane growers already
benefit from a ‘statutory’ MSP,
which sugar factories strictly
adhere to when purchasing cane
from farmers. A few years ago,
Maharashtra attempted to amend
its Agricultural Produce Market
Committee (APMC) Act to prevent
the purchase of agricultural
produce below MSP, but the effort
failed due to a lack of political will
and a comprehensive strategy. The
Karnataka Agricultural Price
Commission has laid out a clear
roadmap, including potential
financial commitments, to ensure
a legally binding MSP for crops
cultivated in the State. A private
member bill on The Farmers’
Right to Guaranteed Remunerative
MSP for Agricultural Commodities
was tabled in Parliament in 2018.
The Andhra Pradesh government
unveiled a draft bill last year
aimed at guaranteeing MSP for
crops grown in the State. These
efforts show that the objective of
establishing a legal recourse to
MSP has not emerged suddenly,
nor is it impossible to attain.

The solution
A minor amendment to respective

Source: The Hindu, p. 11, March. 20, 2024
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State APMC Acts or the Centre’s
Essential Commodities Act would
suffice to introduce a law ensuring
that no transactions of farmers’
produce occur at prices below the
MSP. The budget outlay will not be
as large as projected if legal
recourse to MSP is accompanied
by essential backward and
forward linkages. Crop planning,
market intelligence (including
price forecasts), and other
pre-sowing measures, along with
the establishment of post-harvest
infrastructure for efficient storage,
transportation, and processing of
farm commodities, greatly assist in
managing the post-harvest glut in
the market. Therefore, a legal
route to MSP, complemented by
the development of such linkages,
would provide protection against
“market failures” in addressing
the surplus, rather than leading to
“market distortion,” as claimed by
some mainstream economists.

Even enhancing MSP to provide
a 50% profit margin over total cost
is not challenging, considering
that current margins already stand
at around 22%. Finally, effective
procurement and distribution, as
envisaged under the National
Food Security Act, 2013, is the
most appropriate means to not
only ensure MSP but also address
hunger and malnutrition.

The PM-AASHA comprises
schemes for price support and
price deficiency payment, along
with incentives to private traders
to ensure MSP. While it possessed
all the necessary elements as
precursors to guarantee the MSP,
its side-lining in policy circles
highlights how political
expediency rules the roost.

At present, farmers hardly get
30% of the price paid by the
consumers; this will increase if
MSP is guaranteed. Establishing a
legally binding MSP will anger
intermediaries as their share will
get reduced. Often, government
intervention, and particularly a
legally binding MSP, is deemed a
problem. It is this adherence to
free market dogma that is
preventing a just solution to the
ongoing crisis in farmer incomes.



Hundreds of sacks of chilli kept for e-auction at Byadgi APMC
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market yard. SANJAYRITTI

The red hot issue
of Byadgi chillies

Byadgi chilli is known for its colour and flavour. and the century-old market in the town in north Karnataka
transacts massive quantities of the produce and attracts farmers from beyond the State, too.

Girish Pattanashetti delves into the reasons behind violent incidents that occurred in this usually
well-regulated and disciplined market on March 11

-
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President of Byadgi APMC Merchants
Association Sureshgouda Patil. SANJAY RITTI

t's 10 a.m. on Monday, and Basavaraj Na-

vale, who works for the commission agent

Basavaraj M. Chatrad, is busy assessing the

quality of the chilli kept for auction at the
Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC)
yard in Byadgi. Grabbing a handful of chilli pods
from the lots containing several bags, he assesses
the quality and jots down a few numbers on the
notepad he is carrying while an aide opens the
gunny bags to show him the pods kept for
auction.

Like Basavaraj, there are scores of people with
notepads going around the single commodity
market yard dedicated to red dry chilli, which is
spread over 78 acres in Byadgi town of Haveri dis-
trict in north Karnataka. The newcomers start
sneezing as they pass amid the bags, inhaling the
pungent odour, while the likes of Basavaraj, ac-
customed to the odour, go about their work

nonchalantly.

A special variety

The century-old market is
known for two primary va-
rieties of chillies: the Byadgi
Kaddi and Byadgi Dabbi.
The Byadagi Kaddi (Capsi-
cum annum Linn var. Acum-
inatum Fingerh) is known
for lesser pungency and is
in high demand because of
its very high colour value.
While these two are the ori-
ginal varieties for which the
Byadgi market is known,
the Guntur chilli and
around ten other varieties
with varying levels of pungency and colour va-
lue, which various seed companies have deve-
loped, are also available.

‘The Byadgi Kaddi and Dabbi varieties cultivat-
ed in rain-fed areas are considered to be of the
highest quality and, accordingly, fetch a high
price. These chilli varieties were granted the Ge-
ographical Indication (GI) tag in February 2011,
with the tag number 129. Those varieties grown
under irrigation fetch a lower price, and those va-
rieties developed by seed companies fetch even
less.

Not grown in Byadgi
However, quite ironically, both these varieties,
which were earlier grown in Byadgi, are no lon-
ger cultivated in the vicinity now because of low
yield caused by monoculture. Now, they are cul-
tivated in surrounding areas of Kundagol near
Hubballi, and Vijayapura and Bagalkot districts,
all situated in north Karnataka. Ballari district, al-
50 in north Karnataka, and the border villages of
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh states are the
leading producers of chilli. The local farmers
have mainly shifted to maize and cabbage gra-
dually over the last two to three decades.

Sudden violence

At a distance from the Byadgi AAPMC yard, sit-
ting under the shade, chilli farmers are en-
grossed in discussion about the unprecedented
violence witnessed a week ago at the same mar-

Source: The Hindu, p.

Even now,
good quality
Byadgi
Kaddiand
Dabbiin
rainfed
areas will
fetch over
135,000 per
quintal. But
the same is
not the
situation of
other
varieties.
‘The prices
have come
down from
225,000 to
10,000 t0
R12,000

now

because
huge
arrivals have
exhausted

GANESH
ACHALKAR
Commission agent

ket and the subsequent loss and arrests. They
turn away when they notice someone clicking
photographs or making videos using a cell
phone. A little later, a platoon of CRPF

Beyond cooking

Apart from traditional usage, the Byadgi Kaddi
and Dabbi varieties of chilli are more sought after
in many industries. They are used in the produc-
tion of pickles, masala products, and chilli powd-
er, as Byadgi chilli allows for the best colour nat-
urally, that too with less pungency. Because of its
long-lasting bright red colour, it is used as a co-
louring agent and also for extraction of Oleoresin
(a concentrated form of the spice in solvent
form).

Oleoresin is used as a colouring agent in the
production of cheese, sauces, and spice mixtures
and to to deepen the colour of egg yolk. It is also
used in confectioneries, the cosmetic industry
(lipsticks), the beverage industry for toning fresh
wine, the meat industry, the pharmaceutical in-
dustry, the poultry and cattle feed industry and
as a dye in the textile industry. Byadgi chillies are
also being used as substitutes for paprika by oleo-
resin in Sri Lanl

is seen conducting a route march in a bid to reas-
sure their safety.

“This is the first time that I have seen CRPF
personnel marching in our APMC yard!” ex-
claims Basavaraj Chatrad, a second-generation
commission agent. “We have seen protests by
farmers, which were limited to burning of tyres
and roadblock b ly, the i
members would intervene to hold talks, nego-
tiate and hike prices, and the matter would end
there. But this time, it was of a different scale.
Never before in the history of the century-old
Byadgi market have we heard of such large-scale
violence,” he said, recalling the incident that oc-
curred on March 11.

Just several yards away from his office is the
APMC office, which now looks gloomy because
of the soot caused by the burning of vehicles and
office furniture. The final assessment of the dam-
age caused is still underway, and workers are bu-
sy washing the building.

‘What happened on March 11

On the afternoon of March 11, just as the e-tender
process at the APMC had concluded for the over
3 lakh bags that were put for auction and the
buyers and commission agents had received the
successful bids, a mob marched to the APMC of-
fice alleging low price for the yield.

Their allegation was that there was a sudden
drop of 23,000 to 35,000 per quintal of chilli.
Within no time, the vehicles parked on the APMC
office premises bore the brunt of their anger; the
office was ransacked and vehicles torched. “We
were just writing down the prices for each lot
when he heard the commotion,” recalled Basav-
araj Navale.

The vehicles were up in flames, and the fire
brigade vehicle, which reached the spot, too,
was torched. The personnel were manhandled
and chased away. The protesting farmers locked
the gate and did not allow the police and fire bri-
gade personnel to enter the premises. It was only

o\
Cold storage has come as a boon to the chilli farmers who bring thei
units in Byadgi taluk now. SANJAY RITTI
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America, Europe, Nepal, Indonesia and Mexico.
From Byadgi, the chilli goes to the leading expor-
ters located at Cochin (Kerala), Tamil Nadu, and
West Bengal, and in turn, after value addition,
products like Paprika Oleoresin are exported.
(Source: National Institute of Food Technology
Entrepreneurship and Management, Haryana)

after additional police force reached the spot that
the angry crowd dispersed, and the situation was
brought under control. But the damage had been
done by that time.

However, surprisingly, the market activities
resumed a few hours later, with thousands of
farmers turning up to weigh their lots, which
continued until late into the night.

‘The next couple of days saw visits by officials
and Minister of Textiles, Sugarcane Development
and Agricultural Marketing Shivanand Patil,
meeting with farmers and APMC merchants, se-
rious discussion about the reason for the vio-
lence, the problems, the demands and so on.

However, what triggered the violence remains
unresolved. If the traders are to be believed, even
when Byadgi APMC witnessed record arrivals of
over 4 lakh bags in the second week of March, the
rates were in the same range as those on March
1.

A massive market
Good and fair market conditions in Byadgi have
resulted in the Byadgi chilli market expan-
ding year after year. The Byadgi APMC now has
1,125 registered buyers and 1,013 issi

Byadgi, with more farmers availing of the facili-
ties to get better prices.

The chilli season begins in November and con-
cludes in May. However, the Byadgi market pro-
vides direct employment to several thousand pe-
ople throughout the year as the stored yield is put
for auction even after the season is over.

The market also provides indirect employ-
ment to a few thousand people who, like the wo-
men from Katenahalli village Nagamma, Bhagya
and Renuka, go back home getting higher wages
than an average daily wager. They told The Hindu
that while a daily wager might earn in the range
0f 3400 to ¥500, they earn up to 900 on a good
day, depending on the quality of the chilli pods
they de-stem.

‘Their average daily earnings are around % 700.
The men who load and unload the chilli bags
earn up to ¥1,000 per day. Many of the farmers
voluntarily give headload workers a few fistfuls of
chilli pods as *khushi’ (bhakshis), which is an ad-
ditional income for them.

However, record arrivals and the problem of
abundance have resulted in prices falling in re-
cent years, particularly for varieties developed by
seed companies. “Even now, good quality Byadgi
Kaddi and Dabbi in rainfed areas will fetch over
335,000 per quintal. But the same is not the sit-
uation of other varieties. The prices have come
down from 25,000 to 10,000 to 12,000 now
because huge arrivals have exhausted the storage
facilities,” says first-generation commission agent
Ganesh Achalkar.

Gujarat effect

Another reason cited is the arrivals from the Gon-
dal APMC yard in Gujarat until December led to a
drop in prices. The chilli variety from Gujarat is
similar to the seed variety (known as 2043) that
comes to the Byadgi market, which consequently
led to less demand for the local variety.

But the president of Merchants Association,
Byadgi, and former MLA Sureshgouda Patil, who
is credited with developing the APMC yard in his
over four-decade stint as President, believes that
low prices were not the triggering point for the
violence but the handiwork of vested interests.
“The market has been doing really well, balanc-
ing the interests of the traders and the farmers.
The systematic functioning might have attracted
the wrath of vested interests,” he alleges.

Sureshgouda, who took over the business
from his father in 1966, is unhappy with succes-
sive governments not doing much for the deve-
lopment of the Byadgi chilli even after it got GI
tag. He said the problem of space and related is-
sues, including the need for more cold storage,
had been brought to the notice of the minister,
who has itively.”

agents, and of them, around 400 buyers and
agents are active.

During 202223, the market recorded a turnov-
er of ¥ 2,281 crore, and this fiscal it is likely to
cross the number because of massive arrivals.
The expanding market has resulted in the esta-
blishment of 32 cold storages in and around

i APMC. There are 32 cold storage

However, the traders believe that one cold
storage promised by the minister will not be of
much use as the increased arrivals demand more
cold storage. They want the government to ac-
quire land to help the expansion of the market.
As a temporary solution, the merchants associa-
tion has decided to do business twice in week in-
stead of once a week so as to reduce the burden
of handling more arrivals on a single day. The as-
sociation had earlier decided to do business once
a week because of the lack of availability of
labour.

But despite all these problems, the farmers
from as far as Mantralayam in Andhra Pradesh
come to Byadgi with the hope of getting better
prices and its ability to handle massive arrivals.
Chikkanna from Mantralyam said he comes to
Byadgi as he finds it a better market than those
near his native place.

Like him, Bhimanagouda from Shankara-
bande in Ballari district has been coming to Byad-
gi for close to three decades as he gets a compara-
tively fair price for the yield, which, he says, is in
the range of over ¥5,000 than the local market.

“Byadgi market can handle large volumes.
Even if I don't get the price I am hoping to get, I
can put it in cold storage in Byadgi and sell when
the prices are up, a facility, which is not available
in any other market nearer to us,” he said.




The shrinking hopes of jowar farmers

The area under jowar in Karnataka in 1959-60 was 28.86 lakh hectares. It has reduced to just around six lakh hectares in 2022-23

Rishikesh Bahadur Desai
BELAVAGI

raveen Hebballi, who cultivates a small
patch of land near Betasuru in Belagavi
district in north Karnataka, is a farmer
with a difference. The young farmer
has been growing multiple crops with the
intention of preserving native varieties. His farm
has scores of foxtail millet and Jowar varieties. “I
was able to procure seeds of around 60 jowar
varieties, of which around 45 germinated,” he

says.

He works with various agencies like the Indian
Institute of Millet Research, University of
Agriculture Sciences, Dharwad, Sahaja
Samruddha, an organic farmers association and

ising Rainfed Agriculture Network.

Sadly, he is among the breed of Jowar farmers
who seem to be vanishing. Though the great
millet is the staple of most families in northern
Karnataka, area under the crop is reducing.

“When I was growing up, there were jowar
fields everywhere. But now they are hard to find.
At least half the farmers in the village have given
up cultivation of the . They may keep a few rows
for self use as food grain for their families and
fodder for the few cattle heads at home,* said
Hebballi.

Consistent fall

The area under jowar in Karnataka in 1959-60
was 28.86 lakh hectares. It has reduced to just
around six lakh hectares in 2022-23. The
production has reduced from 12 lakh hectares in
1960 to around seven lakh hectares in 2023.

The fall has been drastic in the last few years.
In 2017, farmers grew jowar on 11 lakh hectares.
But it dropped to 7 lakh hectares in 2022. Even in
predominantly jowar growing districts like
Vijayapura, the acreage has been halved. It
reduced to 65,000 hectares in 2023, from around
1.5 lakh hectares in 2017.

‘The only saving grace is that the productivity
has increased three times, to 1.2 tonnes per
hectares from just 4 quintals per hectares in six
decades. This is due to the research and

efforts of farm sci over the

years.

Reasons for the reduced coverage

Along pending issue is that of lower Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for jowar. The current MSP is
around 3185 for hybrid used as fodder and ¥3225
for Mal Dandi jowar or bili jola used as food grain.
This translates to around ¥31 per kg for hybrid
and t 32 for Mal Dandi varieties. This is around
half of the market prices of around 340 per kg of
hybrid and %70 per kg for Mal Dandi.

However, the market prices witness large
fluctuations.

In one year, these prices have changed from
%2000 per quintal during harvest and 36500 per
quintal during sowing.

Scientists working with jowar farmers have
observed some other trends t00.

Shreeshail 2
Karabhantanal,
scientist at the

principal

regional
agriculture
research

station in Vijayapura, lists
the reasons for the shift to
other crops, “Area under
Pigeon pea (red gram) is
increasing due to almost

including plant

Farmers engaged in winnowing jowar activity at Deshanur village near Belagavi. P. K BADIGER

sorghum production. Due to the expansion of the
area under irrigation, crops like sugarcane, chilli
and even new crops like Ajwan or caraway are
increasingly sown. They also have an established
market, making them more attractive. Most sugar
factories either carry out harvest operations or
pay the farmers for it. Such facilities are not
available for jowar as there are no jowar-based
food processing industries in the region. Only
recently, companies like Parle are introducing
Nutritional biscuits containing Jowar flour, under
their millet range,”* Dr. Karabhantanal said.

Labour shortage
Farmers say the main problem is low prices and
labour shortage. “Jowar has been consistently
fetching lower prices than other crops. The low
yield adds to the woes of farmers. We have
been demanding higher MSP and
compulsory market intervention by the
government. But our pleas have fallen on
deaf years," says Sidagouda Modagi,
Krishik Samaj leader said.
other major issue is labour
shortage. Most of the work on a jowar farm is
manual and farmers are not getting workers for
the wages they offer, he said.

“Jowar farming is seen as highly labour
intensive. Scarcity of labour during the harvesting
period is holding back farmers from sowing it.
The large fluctuations in market price and
icitation by agents of sugar factories who offer

while there is no
mechanization in

an improved variety of seeds and saplings and
the assured buy back, makes farmers opt for

Source: The Hindu, p. 4, March. 22, 2024
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sugarcane,”* he further added.

The lous beh of the

Jowar is the major food crop in the seven districts
of Kalyan Karnataka and five districts of Kittur
Karnataka. The variety used as a food grain is
called Mal Dandi, as it was traditionally grown
along the Dhoni river in the undivided Vijayapura
district. All the other varieties, are referred by the
general term - hybrid. These are grown only for
fodder or fire wood.

“Home makers prefer the Mal Dandi because
of the taste of the rotis. The hybrid jowar flour
does not produce tasty rotis. | have never stocked
hybrid jowar, Rohan Hanje says kirana shop
owner in Belagavi.

Scientists, however, say there is no essential
difference between the two varieties. “I think it is
the perception that matters rather than the
taste, said B.D. Biradar, senior sorghum breeder
from UAS Dharwad. “Efforts of extension workers
in convincing consumers that the two are not
different have not been very successful,” he said.

There is a huge difference in the productivity
of the two varieties. While a farmer can get only
around four to six quintals per acre of Mal Dandi,
he can harvest up to 50 quintals per acre of
hybrid jowar.

The food basket model solution
While farmers have been demanding higher MSP
and universal market intervention, activists seek
sustained state support in other forms.

“We have argued that the State Government

should adopt a food basket model of public
distribution system, other than the distribution of
rice and a few other chosen materials to poor
families,* said Abhay Kumar of Grameena
Koolikarara Sangha. According to him, the food
basket refers to a package of food grains and
other materials that are routinely consumed as
staple by residents of the region. This means that
the people of northern Karnataka should get
jowar, southerners Ragi and the coastal residents
should get par boiled rice. Successive

have been this. But there
has been no effort at effective implementation,”
he said. He feels that procurement of jowar, will
gradually increase the area under cultivation.

“Secondly, the government should promote

local agri-based industries by procuring and
supplying ground nut oil, rather than palm oil
and at least one of the lentils, red gram, green
gram or black gram,”* Kumar said. “Now that the
state government has introduced Ragi gruel in
mid day meals, ragi farmers are bound to get
fairer prices,” he said.

AT

In 2017, farmers grew jowar on 11 lakh hectares, But it
dropped to 7 lakh hectares in 2022. P. k. BADIGER

Shivaleela Misale of the Swabhimani Shetkari
adds to this dation by

saying, “The government should buy farm
produce at the village levels at legally assured
prices. If the department of agriculture can sell us
seeds and fertilisers through the Raitha Samparka
kendras or by opening temporary outlets in every
village, why can it not buy from us?**

“There is renewed interest in sorghum in the
West. But sadly, we are letting it vanish before our
own eyes,” says U.S.A.- trained bio technologist
Veerendra Patil.

“Jowar crop is a friend of the farmer. It not
only feeds his family, but also his cattle. It needs
little water and is resistant to drought and
vagaries of the climate. The cost of cultivation is
lower compared to other crops. We should make
all the efforts to preserve it,” Dr. Patil said.

“Food scientists in the U.S.A. and Europe are
promoting sorghum as it is among the few grains
that are gluten and lectin free. Sorghum is high in
fibre, antioxidants, protein, and minerals like
calcium, us, i i
and iron. Our forefathers knew this, without any
scientific data available to them. But we are
oblivious to the data before us,* he said.

He also advocates cultivation of sweet sorghum
to be used as a fodder crop, as it has more energy.
Some private companies have tried to produce
multi cut sweet sorghum to harvest grains and
the stems for green fodder and fuel alcohol.
However, they have not been completely
successful, he said.

The government of India, in coordination with
state governments is conducting research on
hybrid and native sorghum varieties.

AllIndia Coordinated Research Project on
Sorghum (AICRP on Sorghum) was set up in 1969
. It is now head quartered in the Indian Institute
for Millet Research in Hyderabad. It has 21 centres
in 11 jowar growing states that are governed by
state agriculture universities. Four of these are in
Karnataka - Kalaburagi, Vijayapura, Dharwad,
and Chamaraj Nagar.




Farmers’ markets, leaf compostlng key initiatives of historic RWA

The association which
covers Richmond and
Langford Towns was set
upinthelate'70s

RASHMI RAJAGOPAL
TEAM METROLIFE

aurel Lane in Richmond Town

plays host to a farmer’s market

Jon the second Sunday of every
month. Organised by the Citizens Wel-
fare Association (CWA) of Richmond
Town and Langford Town, the latest
edition, held on March 10, saw nearly
30stalls. The nextis scheduled for
April 14,

‘The monthly market is one of multi-
pleinitiatives by the CWA, which is one
of the oldest in the city. It was formed
in1978.

The March market was set up under
atent to shield buyers, sellers and their
produce from the blazing sun. Organic
vegemble& fruits, and cleaning essen-

resldems more civic minded. And by

when they wereasked to clear it for the

products, we're also helping them
make environment-friendly choices,”
she adds.

Other initiatives

“We primarily work on civic issues

in our area, ranging from garbage
segregation to monitoring roads and
footpaths, upkeep of Ri Town

f the storm water drain,
they sold the leaf manure to the com-
munity. Subsequently, in 2023, they
opened doors toamore permanent
space at the park for their composting
activities. “We visited Swacha Graha
Kalika Kendra in HSR Layout to meet
Shanthi Tummala and Vasuki Iyengar,
experts in solid waste management, to

Park and street lights, and assisting
residents with Aadhaar cards and voter
IDs,”says Vivek Chand, former presi-
dent of the CWA.

Over the past few years, rhe budy has

options. We decided on large pits built
with cement blocks, having a central
partition with holes for aeration,”
Nuhyacxplmns Leaf composting re-
duces organic waste going into landfills

-
ince 2016, the CWA has been

e burden on the BBMP. The
compostgoes back into the local com-

taking up vari
composting at source to reduce o
waste reachmg the landfills. In 2018,

some of the products that were sold.
“This time, we also had some live music
and a potter’s wheel,” shares Ashima

we got from the BBMP

y as garden manure, she adds.

A bit of history
It was sometime in the late ‘70s when

tosetupa projectat
Richmond Town Park,”shares Nithya
Reddy, current secretary of the CWA
who spcsrhcads the pro;:c(

Jose Pullen, who it Curly Street,
heard loud crying from a house nearby.
He found that the owner, an elderly
woman, had died. Her caretaker was

Chander, president of
“The help foster asense

ddition to food and
made from recycled material were

of community which in turn makes

ofthe park with mesh. The spaces were
used to store fallen leaves. In 2021,

unsure of how to pro-
ceed as the owner’s children had moved
to Dubai for work. Pullen took the help

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A, March, 22, 2024
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engmeer) KS Krlshnaprpa (advocate)
and jappa (chairman, BMS

College). The 45-year-old Association

currently has around 20 committee

[ membersand covers about 900

families.

Famous residents

Nagineh Hussain Rizvi, descendant of
Sir Ismail Mirza and Agha Ali Asker,
grew up in the locality. “Ali Asker
came from Persia. A horse trader,

he became close to the maharaja and
the British regent. He boughtupalot
of property in the area. He is respon-
sible for the construction of Johnson
Market and the mosque next toiit,”
shares the 77-year-old, whose family
have been residents of the neighbour-
hood for centuries. Her father, Mir
Sarfaraz Hussain, fought in World

Organic

market.

of two other residents to orgamse hcr

Warll. Hewas in prisons in
Malaysia and Singapore, she reveals.
Mushir-ul-Mulk Mir Humza Hussain,

funeral. But this event llen
to form a body of residents to wau-h
over their neighbours.

Some of the founding members were

her was the first Inspector
General of Police after Independence.
Other famous residents include crick-
eter Syed Kirmani, doctor Sita Bhateja

Justice Igbal Hussain; Jose Pullen (chief and tennis player Dechu Appaiah.

Back to Contents




Decentralisation

BBMP seals Mantri mall over
334.22 cr. property tax dues

that the closure was owing to non-payment of property tax arrears. SUDHAKARA JAIN

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP)
has taken action against
Mantri Square mall in Ben-
galuru by sealing the pre-
mises for allegedly default-
ing on property tax to the
tune of ¥34.22 crore.

A BBMP official said,
“With the assistance of the
police and BBMP marshals,
we sealed Mantri mall at
Malleswaram on Saturday
morning due to outstand-
ing tax debt amounting to
approximately 334.22
crore.”

BBMP officials locked
the main door of the mall

Source: The Hindu, p. 4, March. 17, 2024
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and put up a banner stat-
ing that the closure was
due to the non-payment of
property tax arrears and
that the trade licence had
been cancelled.

This is not the first time
the BBMP has taken such
an action against Mantri
mall over property tax
dues.



Bridge governance
gaps, revitalise ULBs

Coordination
between parastatal
agencies and local
bodiesiskeyto
effective governance
in Bengaluru

SNEHA PRIYA YANAPPA

he 74th Constitutional
Amendment Act, enact-
ed in 1992, provides for
the establishment of urban
local bodies (ULBs) as institu-
tions for local self-governance.
The Act aims at democratic
decentralisation, empower-
ing states to devolve certain
functions to ULBs to bring
democracy to the grassroots
level. However, in reality,
ULBs have been disempow-
ered and lack autonomy over
city development due to sev-
eral city-level functions being
taken over by parastatal agen-
cies. One might question why
it is problematic if parastatal
agencies ease the burden on
ULBs by performing some
functions. These agencies,
created by legislation, op-
erate with their own capital
and decision-making powers,
headed by bureaucrats who
aredirectlyaccountabletothe
state government rather than
the ULBs, thus diluting the
ULB’spower. Additionally, the
lack of coordination between
these agencies and the ULBs
exacerbates challenges relat-
ed to overlapping powers and
alackofsynergybetweenthese
institutions.
InBengaluru,severalimpor-
tant municipal and develop-
mental works are carried out
bymultiple parastatal agencies
such as the Bengaluru Water
Supply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB), the Bengaluru Elec-
tricity Supply Company (BES-
COM), and the Bengaluru De-
velopment Authority (BDA),
amongothers. However, these
agenciesoftenface challenges
when their functions overlap
with thoseof otherinstitutions,
leading to a failure in coordi-
nation and impeding project
enforcement. For example,
the Karnataka government
withdrewthe 2031 master plan
prepared by the BDA because
it conflicted with the tran-
sit-oriented policy prepared by
theDirectorateof Urban Land
Transport. A lack of coordina-
tionwasalso evident when the
BBMP’s master plan on storm
water drains contradicted the
BDA’s master plan. A study by
Azim Premji University also
highlighted how overlapping
administrative jurisdictions
between municipal corpora-
tionsand state healthservices,
coupled with a lack of coordi-
nation between them, resulted
in chaos in urban healthcare.
Additionally,disputes between
parastatal agencies and ULBs
further complicate coordina-
tion issues, as these agencies
often shift responsibility and
blame to one another.
Theseverefragmentationof
governance across the ULBs,
the parastatal agencies, and
other departments has led to
a complete absence of trans-

parency and clear systematic
processes. The state govern-
ment can take two steps to
resolve coordination issues
between these institutions.
Firstly, it can establish a co-
ordination committee at the
state level headed by the Chief
Secretary of the State, where
the commissioners of various
institutions will be required to
periodically meet to discuss
cross-cuttingissues. However,
history shows that many coor-
dination committees were cre-
atedovertheyearswithoutany
success. In 2021, a committee
was set up by the Chief Secre-
tary to improve coordination
among agencies that work on
cross-cuttingissues. While co-
ordination meetings between
theseniorofficials of theagen-
cies may prove to be crucial,
they are often futile because
the message is lost in transla-
tionand whenitis conveyed to
thosewhoactually oversee the
implementationof projectson
theground.

Therefore, there is a need
to supplement the function-
ing of these committees with
a coordination committee at
thezonallevel that can ensure
effective coordination and
supervision of the implemen-
tation of any project that falls
withintherespectivezone. The
Zonal Committee can behead-
ed by the Mayor and include
the Zonal Commissioner. The
committee can conduct meet-
ings, as and when required, to
ensure coordination and re-
solve any clash that may arise
on the implementation of
projects on the ground by the
respective agenciesby creating
a mechanism for all strategic
and operational matters. The
zonal commissioners need to
be made ex-officio members
of the state-level coordination
committee,astheycan convey
ground-level realitiesand diffi-
culties in the implementation
of projects. This can ensure
synergy between the coordi-
nation committee both at the
statelevel and the zonal level.

Secondly, the parastatal
agencies are directly account-
able to the state government
and are currently not answer-
able to the ULBs. The ULB is
merelyreducedtojustanother
bodyonasimilarlevelasthatof
the parastatal agency, despite
havingelected councillorsand
a mayor. In this regard, there
is a need for the state govern-
ment to re-imagine the func-
tions, clarifying the hierarchy
and clearly assigning the roles
of parastatal agencies without
diluting therole of the ULBs.

While the spirit of the 74th
Constitutional Amendment
Acthasbeenlostwith theover-
lappingjurisdictional set-up of
institutional mechanisms, it is
the unprecedented urbanisa-
tion in Karnataka that calls
for constituting coordination
committees at the state and
zonal levels to avoid the tussle
between parastatal agencies,
ULBs, and other institutions
and to rethink their functions
to avoid an overlap in their
functions and powers.

(The writer is a senior resident
fellow at the Vidhi Centre for
Legal Policy)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, March, 20, 2024
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Govt increases BBMP’s budget
outlay by Rs 745 crore

More funds for solid waste

management,

hospital infra

v

NAVEEN MENEZES
BENGALURU, DHNS

he state government
Trecently approved the

BBMP’s budget for the
year 2024-25 by increasing
thetotal outlay by awhopping
Rs 745 crore. The civic body -
whichhad presented asurplus
budget in February this year
—is destined to have a signif-
icant shortfall in its revenue
with the government piling
more work.

In an order issued on
March 12, the Urban Devel-
opment department (UDD)
hasincluded at least nine new
works taking the total outlay
atRs13,114 crore. Thedepart-
ment—which partly reportsto
Dy CM DK Shivakumar - has
not cut down any works that
were announced in the origi-
nal budget.

Additional funds have been
provided towards solid waste
management wing, upgrada-
tionofhospital infrastructure,
improvements to Ulsoor lake
and Russel Market etc. Funds
have also been earmarked for
the discretionary use of may-
or and standing committees,
anticipating elections to the

BBMP, which might take place
after the Lok Sabha polls.

The governmenthasalsoin-
creased the allocation meant
for the discretionary use of
Bengaluru Development Min-
ister, currently held by Shiva-
kumar, fromRs 100 croretoa
whopping Rs 250 crore.

Inthe same order, the UDD
has partially revised the BB-
MP’s 2023-24 budget by in-
cluding two new works.

With the BBMP expect-
ing an increase in revenue,
which could come close to Rs
4,000 crore, the government
has directed the civic body to
provide Rs 20 crore for the
development of Magadi fort
by Nadaprabhu Kempegow-
da Authority, Rs 50 crore for
Mahadevapuraassembly con-
stituency.

Effect on the finances

In the 2024-25 budget, the
BBMP had estimated Rs 4,470
crore from property tax, Rs
1,112 crore from other sources
including advertisement fees
and Rs 1,644 crore from the
BBMP’s town planning wing.
With the governmentincreas-
ing the total outlay by Rs 745
crore, itis likely to have abear-

Rs 100 cr for Bengaluru
Development minister's
discretionary use

(increased to Rs 250 cr)
Rs 25 cr Rs 50 cr
for Chief for Mayor's

Commissioner’s discretionary

discretionary  use

use (increased  (increased to
by Rs 50 cr) Rs 100 cr)
Rs 15 cr for Standing
committee’s discretionary use
(increased to 25 cr)
Rs100cr Rs150cr
tomatch state for upgrading
government's hospital
contribution infrastructure
Rs 20 cr Rs40cr
for Halasuru  for Russell
Lake Market

New projects

e ——

Rs 200 cr for Bengaluru Solid Waste Management Ltd

Decongesting traffic: Infra plan to cost Rs 4.7 cr

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
BBMP will be spending Rs
4.70 crore to prepare an in-
frastructure plan to decon-
gest Bengaluru’s traffic.
The workhas been award-
ed to Altinok Consulting
Engineering Inc, which will
study the 12 high-density cor-

ing on the BBMP’s finances.
Speaking to DH, BBMP’s
Chief Commissioner Tushar
Girinath said the civic body
had subdued its projections

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, March, 20, 2024
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ridors and suggest remedial
measures.

The company’sreport will
also formabasis for building
the tunnel road, it is learnt.
If sources are to be believed,
during the course of their
survey, the consultants have
suggested an underground

but hoped that they would in-
crease its revenue in the new
fiscal year.

“With the government in-
troducing many new policies

road between Hebbal and
Palace Grounds.

While eight companies
showed interestin the work,
only Altinok Consulting
participated in the final bid,
itislearnt. The BBMP roped
in the company earlier this
year.

for Bengaluru, we will be able
to meet the cost of new works
from premium floorarearatio
(FAR)aswellasadvertisement
licenses etc,” he said.

Back to Contents
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27.5% pay hike for State
govt. staff recommended

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Seventh Pay Commis-
sion, headed by former
chief secretary K. Sudha-
kar Rao, submitted its final
report to Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Saturday.
The commission recom-
mended a 27.5% hike in
pay to Karnataka govern-
ment employees.

Mr. Siddaramaiah in-
formed that the govern-
ment has already released
an interim hike of 17% on
basic pay to all employees.
The State Finance Depart-
ment would study the final

report and take a decision
based on its recommenda-
tions. If the government
implements the final re-
port, the minimum salary
of government employees
would go up from 17,000
to 27,000 per month.

The Finance Depart-
ment would require a few
days to study the final re-
port of the commission be-
fore making its recommen-
dations to the government,
the Chief Minister said.

Government employees
have been demanding im-
plementation of the 7th
Pay Commission recom-
mendations.

Source: The Hindu, p. 7, March. 17, 2024

UN-EASE OF DOING BUSINESS

Karnatakas EV tax could derall Indlas green mobility goals

BABU A AND BIPLAB SARKAR

he Karnataka nment’s
recent decision tolevy a10% tax
onelectric vehicles (EVs) costing.
more than Rs 25 lakh has stirred a de-
bate on the future of green mobility in
India. This tax, unique in its targeting
of electric vehicles, notonly marksa
shlﬁ inthe s;'\(e spolllcy but: also posesa
i threat

characterised by their willingness to

cmbracc new mchnulugms are cnucal

indriving the wider

diffusion of EVs across the country.
‘The additional taximposed by the

Karnataka government threatens

to deter these vital early adopters by

significantly increasing the initial cost

of ownership for electric vehicles. This

financial disincentive could slow the

fEV aduptwn

in contrast to the

centre’s new EV policy which proposes

government should reconsider its
approach to taxation, advocating for
support rather than penalisation of EV
adoption. Encouraging the uptake of

inf
05 pcc al lanes, and priority park ing
spaces, all aimed at achieving targeted
EV adoption goals.

Simil'.\rly, the Biden-Harris Adminis-
tration, in February 2023, reaffirmed
its commitment to achieving a ze-

O~ emlsm()ns !n\nsp()rmnun sector by

2050. They

plnn :Allocaung $7.5 bnlhon to establish
EV charging

mfmsl.ruc[urc The goal is to setup

anational network of 500,000 EV

chargersalong U.S. highways.

Norway stands out as the world’s
largest EV market by pe enetration rate,
offering 14 distinct fiscal i
mcludmgcomplc ion from CC\lllllllli\.

ion tax, annual hi iti
circulation tax, road tolls, public

EVs through incentives, infrastructure
development, and awareness cam-
paignsis crucial for transitioning from
early adopters to the e.lrl) m.l)(mty
anecessarys dachieving
wldusprt..\d EVdi ﬂ‘mlon

tax
canunue it's clear that [he smkes are
high. The decision not only impacts.
Karnataka but sets a precedent that
could influence the entire nation’s ap-
proach to LlL‘t’lﬂL mulnlny B.\lancmg
fiscal

ment’s ob il 30%EV Th
market share by 2030 This move could
significantlyimpede the progress of EV  toslash the import duty on EVs to 15%
adoption in the country. from the earlier 60-100%, prouded
The adoption of new invests a minimum
follows a specific pattern, starting 0f Rs 4,150 crore in India in setting up
with innovatorsand early adopters, manufacturing units within 3 years.
before moving to the early majority, ‘The additional tax by the state
late majority, and finally the laggards.  government can be seen as a step

Several countries have witnessed
significant growth in the EV market,
driven by reductions in taxes, subsi-

EV sales annually. The country’s New
Energy Vehicle (NEV) policy, initiated
in 2009, offered extensive support to

i I task, bul
| for ensuring rhar India
does not fall behind in the global race

Inthe context of EVs in India, the backward, undermining efforts tore-  dies to manufacturers, and various both EV customers and manufactur- parking fees, value-added tax, and free  towards a sustainable future.
marketis currentlyatanascentstage  ducereliance onimported fossil fuels,  non-s moneml yincentive: exs This support mcluded subs-d:cs recharging of EVs at public parking (Babu A is aresearch scholar and
where innovators and early adopters  decrease urban pollution levels, and instance, has consistently led the glob-  tax reductions, exemptions from lots. Sarkar is a professor, both at a private
playa crucial role. These initial groups, combat climate change. alEV. mal ket, comnbuung 0\ cl 50% o[ u'mon quotas, incentives for c]\m gmg In this context, the Karnataka university in Bengaluru)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.10, March, 18, 2024
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No major change in employment status or wages in 10 years

A report by Bahutva Karnataka shows that the share of self-employed workers increased, while the share of those in formal employment remained low

| DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

n March 11, Bahutva Kar-
0 nataka, a forum for con-

cerned citizens and organ-
isations, released a report titled
‘Employment, Wages and Inequal-
ity’, at the Press Club, Bengaluru.
The report analyses the progress
in various employment-related in-
dicators in the last decade, ever
since the National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) came to power, in-
cluding employment generation,
formalisation of jobs, and im-
provement in wages.

As the general elections draw
near, the report also examines the
progress of the NDA's employ-
ment-related initiatives. In April
2019, for instance, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi claimed that 2.5
crore jobs have been added an-
nually. Data reveal that the share
of formal employment with social
security and other advantages at-
tached to it has remained stag-
nant. On the other hand, the num-
ber of self-employed individuals
has increased substantially. Furth-
er, while wage earnings have in-
creased when adjusted for infla-
tion, the increase is negligible.

The stagnation is reflected in
the share of households earning
less than the national floor level
minimum wage (NFLMW). About
34% of households in India earned
less than the proposed NFLMW of
3375 a day. Further, wage inequali-
ty has resulted in widening the gap
between the rich and the poor. In
2022, the top 1% and 10% of the
population held 22% and 57% of
the national income, respectively,
while the bottom 50% held 12.7%,
according to data from the World
Inequality Database.

Chart 1 compares the share of
employment across various em-
ployment categories in 2011-12 and
2022-23 for men and women. Data
show that the share of employ-
ment in the formal sector re-
mained below 25%. The share of

those who were self-employed re-
mained above 50% by 2022:23.
While the share of self-employed
women was the highest, it also saw
the highest growth of 8% points
from 56.5% in 2011-12 to 64.3% in
2022-23. According to the report,
between 2011-12 and 2022-23, wo-
men doing unpaid labour in their
family business or farming rose
from one in four to one in three
due to lack of other remunerative
employment and stagnant house-
hold earnings.

Chart 2 shows the year-wise av-
erage weekly wages, adjusted for
inflation, for male and female reg-
ular salaried workers and casual
labourers. Data show there has not
been any significant growth in in-
come in the last five years across
employment categories.

Further, many households still
earn less than the NFLMW (Map
3). In 2019, an expert committee,
set up by the Ministry of Labour
and Employment, recommended
that the NFLMW should be at least
3375 per day and 3,050 per week.
Of the 34 States and Union Territo-
ries (UTs) analysed, in about 19 of
them, more than 20% earned less
than ¥375 a day or less than ¥3,050
a week in 202223. In Chhattisgarh
and Uttar Pradesh, above 50% of
the households earned less than
this threshold. The report adds
that nearly 30 crore workers make
less than the minimum wage.

The stagnancy in income
growth among the majority of the
population, when juxtaposed with
India’s increased GDP per capita,
hints at a widening gap between
the rich and poor. In the last 10
years, GDP per capita increased by
60%, while close to 35% of the total
households earned less than the
NFLMW. The share of national
wealth held by the wealthiest 10%
of the population increased from
63% in 2012 to 64.5% in 2022,
while the share held by the poor-
est 50% reduced further from 6.1%
in 2012 to 5.6% in 2022 (Chart 4).
The chart shows the year-wise
wealth share of the top 10% and
the bottom 50% of the population.

Employment check

The charts were sourced from the report titled, ‘Employment, Wages and Inequality’, published by Bahutva Karnataka
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Chart 1: The charts compare the share of employment

‘across various employment categories in 2011-12 and

2022-23 for men and women in India
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Chart 2: The chart shows the year-wise average weekly
wages, adjusted for inflation, for male and female regular
salaried workers and casual labourers
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Map 3: The map shows the State/
UT-wise share of households
earning less than the national
floor level minimum wage
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Chart 4: The chart shows the year-wise share of national
wealth held by the wealthiest 10% and the poorest 50% of
the population
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Top 1% Indians’ income share is higher now than under British-rule

Post-liberalisation, the income share of the top 10% skyrocketed, with that of middle 40% and bottom 50% steadily falling

| DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

income went to the top 1% of

Indians. Cut to 1951, their
share in the income was only 11.5%
and even lower in the 1980s — just
before India opened-up its econo-
my — at 6%.

The share of the top 10% of In-
dians too had increased — from
36.7% of national income in 1951 to
57.7% in 2022.

On the other hand, the bottom
50% of Indians earned only 15% of
the national income in 2022, com-
pared with 20.6% in 1951. The mid-
dle 40% of Indians also recorded a
sharp fall in their share of income
from 42.8% to 27.3% in the period.

The gap between the rich and
the poor has widened rapidly in
the last two decades.

In 2022, the share of national in-
come that went to the wealthiest
1% of Indians recorded a historic
peak, higher than the levels seen
in developed countries such as the
United States and the United King-
dom. These are some of the con-
clusions of the recently released
‘Income and Wealth Inequality in
India’ report published by the
World Inequality Lab.

Chart 1 shows the income
group-wise share in national in-
come, and the adult population in
each bracket as of 2022-23. Close
to one crore adults were in the top
1%, ten crore in the top 10%, 36
crore in the middle 40% and 46
crore were there in the bottom
50% of the income pyramid.

Notably, about 10,000 richest
Indians — the top 0.001% of the in-
come pyramid — earned 2.1% of
the national income. The top
0.01% and top 0.1% earned 4.3%
and 9.6% of the national income
respectively.

While income disparity has al-
ways existed in India, like in other
economies, it was only in recent
years, that the gap widened at a
reckless pace (Chart 2).

l n 2022, 22.6% of the national

To start with, in the 1950s and
60s, the income-gap between the
top 10% and the middle 40%, was
negligible, across most years.

In the 1980s, even the bottom
50%’s share in national income in-
creased marginally, to bridge the

p.

But post-liberalisation, in the
1990s, the income share of the top
10% skyrocketed, with the other
two group’s share recording a stea-
dy fall. The curves continued on
the same path in the 2000s and by
the start of the 2010s, they settled
and have hardly moved thereafter.

As for the top 1% of the popula-
tion, their share in the national in-
come in 2022 was higher than that
of the richest 1% during colonial
rule.

The top 1% earned an average of
353 lakh per year, 23 times more
than the average Indian who
earned ¥2.3 lakh, in 2022-23. The
average income of the bottom 50%
and the middle 40% stood at
71,000 and %1.65 lakh, respective-
ly, in the same period.

Chart 3 shows the richest 1% of
Indians’ share in the national in-
come. Just before independence,
in the 1930s, the top 1%’s share of
national income crossed the 20%
mark. But after independence,
with the princely States getting
merged with Independent India,
the share of the top 1% steadily de-
clined, reaching close to the 6%
mark in the 1980s.

However, post-liberalisation,
their income share surged again
and is presently hovering around
the 22.5% mark, much higher than
their share under British-rule.

Data shows that, while India’s
income levels are not growing as
fast as other comparable econo-
mies, their top 1%’s share in na-
tional income is higher than even
advanced countries. In 2022-23,
the income shares of India’s top 1%
were above the levels recorded in
the U.S., China, France, the UK.
and Brazil (Chart 4). Whereas,
China and Vietnam’s average in-
comes grew at a much faster pace
than India’s (Chart 5).

Mind the income gap

The data for the charts were sourced from the report titled,
‘Income and Wealth Inequality in India’ published by the
World Inequality Lab. According to the report, the gap
between the rich and the poor has widened rapidly in the
last two decades

Chart 1: The chart shows the income group-wise share in
national income, and the adult population in each bracket
as of 2022-23
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Chart 2: The chart shows the year-wise share of national
income for the top 10%, bottom 50% and that middle 40%
of the population
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Chart 3: The chart shows the year-wise richest 1% Indians’ share
in the national income
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Chart 4: The chart shows the income shares of India’s top
10% and top 1%, compared with select countries in 2022-23
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Chart 5: The chart shows the year-wise average income in
China and Vietnam as a % share of India’s average income
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Whither K’taka’s
fiscal discipline?

The prevailing
fiscal profligacyisa
threatto the state’s

progress

B S SREEKANTARADHYA

pline canbeunderstoodas

the practice of controlling
deficits and debt to prevent
their adverse effects on the
economy. Karnataka took a
pioneeringstepin promoting
fiscal discipline by enacting
the Karnataka Fiscal Respon-
sibility Act (KFRA) in 2002,
preceding the Centre’s Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget
Management Act, 2003. The
KFRAstipulated that thestate
achievearevenuesurplusand
keep the fiscal deficit within
3% of GSDP. Additionally, a
limit of 25% of GSDP for out-
standing liabilities was intro-
duced in 2005. Karnataka
strictly adhered to the provi-
sions of KFRA, except during
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Inabmad sense, fiscal disci-

Revenue Deficit

Karnataka attained a zero
revenue deficit in 2004-05,
ahead of the target year of
2006-2007, and subse-
quently achieved a small
revenue surplus. Although
this surplus was small and
began to decline, achieving
azero revenue deficit was an
achievement in itself. The
revenue deficit reappeared,
amounting to Rs 6,931 crore
in 2020-21. Thereafter, it
started declining, with a rev-
enue surplus also achieved
in 2022-23. Nonetheless, the
revenue deficit reappeared
in 2023-24, surpassing the
budget estimate of Rs 12,522
croretoRs 13,951 croreinthe
revised estimate. The budget
estimate for 2024-25 has
placed it at a whopping Rs
27,353 crore, an increase of
Rs13,402 croreover2023-24.
Arevenuedeficitof this order
is unprecedented in Karna-
taka. This surge in revenue
deficit is primarily due to the
expenditure incurred on ful-
filling the five pre-election
guarantees. If revenue falls
short of the budget estimate
and expenditure increases
due to theimplementation of
the 7th Pay Cc ission rec-

Fiscal Deficit
KFRAstipulatesthat the fiscal
deficit should not exceed 3%
of GSDP. The state achieved
this target in 2004-05 and
maintained it until 2020-21.
In 2021-22, the fiscal deficit
increased to 3.5% of GSDP
due to the pandemic. Despite
thel5th Finance Commission
allowing the state to raise its
fiscal deficitto4% of GSDPin
2021-22,Karnataka limited it
to only 2.84% of GSDP. Sim-
ilarly, for 2022-23, the state
was allowed to increase the
fiscal deficitto 3.5% of GSDP,
but it managed to restrict it
to 2.62%. Thus, the state’s
record in maintaining fiscal
discipline wascommendable.
The budget estimate for
2023-24placedthe fiscal defi-
cit at 2.60%, but it increased
to 2.67% of GSDP according
totherevised estimate for the
year. The budget estimate
for 2024-25 has placed it at
2.95%. But this is no reason
to become complacent, as
theestimated fiscal deficit for
2024-25 is very close to the
mandated limit,and itmaybe
exceededifthereisanyshort-
fallinrevenuerealisationand
an increase in expenditure.
In absolute terms, the fiscal
deficit increased from Rs
46,622 crore in 2022-23 to
Rs 68,505 crore in 2023-24
asagainstthebudgetestimate
of Rs 66,646 crore, and for
2024-25, itis estimated at Rs
82,980 crore,a big jump over
the fiscal deficit in the previ-
ous two years. Gross borrow-
ing is estimated to increase
fromRs 85,818in 2023-24 to
Rs1,05,458 crore,anincrease
of Rs 19,640 crore over the
current year, which again is
anunprecedented rise.

Outstanding Liabilities

Asthe governmentcontinues
to borrow year after year, net
borrowing adds to the debt
stock, leading to a continu-
ousincreaseintotalliabilities.
Karnataka’s outstanding lia-
bilities rose from Rs 5,22,847
crorein2022-23toRs5,81,28
crorein 2023-24, with a pro-
jectedincreasetoRs6,65,095
crore in 2024-25. As a per-
centageof GSDP, outstanding
liabilities will increase from
22.64in 2023-24 t0 23.68 in
2024-25. While this is below
the lated limit of 25% of

ommendations, the revenue
deficit may increase further.
A rise in the revenue deficit
implies an increase in the di-
version of borrowed funds to
meetexpendituresthatdonot
contribute toassetcreation. It
is also noteworthy that while
revenueexpenditurehasseen
growth, therehasbeennocor-
respondingincreasein capital
expenditure. In fact, the esti-
mated capital expenditure for
2024-25islower by Rs 4,446
crore than the actual capital
expenditurefor2022-23.The
percentageshareofcapitalex-
penditureintotal expenditure
has declined from 19.5% in
2020-21t016.6%in 2023-24
and further to 15% as per the
budgetestimate for2024-25.

GSDP, there is uncertainty
about whether this trend will
persist given the current bor-
rowingpractices.

In conclusion, with an un-
precedentedrevenuedeficitof
Rs 27,353 crore, a fiscal deficit
0fRs 82,980 crore, gross bor-
rowing of Rs 1,05,458 crore,
and a declining share of capi-
tal expenditure estimated for
2024-25, fiscal discipline has
sufferedasetbackin Karnata-
ka. The prevailing fiscal prof-
ligacyisinimical to the state’s
progress.

(Thewriterisaformer
professor ofeconomics at the
University of Mysoreand a

formermember of the
Karnataka Tax Reforms
Commission)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.8, March, 22, 2024
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EDUCATION

DCET and PGCET processes to
go entirely online from this year

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

For the first time, the Kar-
nataka Examinations
Authority (KEA) has decid-
ed to conduct Diploma
Common Entrance Test
(DCET) and Postgraduate
CET (PGCET) for 2024 en-
tirely online. Not just that
document verification and
counselling will also be on-
line. This ensures students
appearing for these tests
need not come all the way
to Bengaluru to KEA head
office in the city.

The notification for
DCET-2024, conducted for
lateral entry of diploma
students into undergrad-
uate engineering courses,
will be issued in the next
few days, sources said.

Online exam
KEA conducts CET for un-

dergraduate, postgrad-
uate and for lateral entry
students to engineering
and other professional
courses.

All exams were held
physically in the offline
mode, even as KEA has
made document verifica-
tion and counselling for
CET for undergraduate
courses online. However,
this exam sees over 2.5
lakh students taking it,
making it tough to move it
online.

ber of students applying
for PG courses in each
subject is far lower. So we
have decided to conduct
both these tests online,”
said S. Ramya, Executive
Director, KEA.

“Presently, the seating
capacity and the potential
of the system for conduct-
ing online exams in the
State is around 15,000. If
we improve this by adding
5,000 more computers,
we can hold simultaneous
online exams to 20,000

But DCET sees around students. Online exam
15,000-20,000 students centres will soon be
taking it and PGCET about  opened in every district.

40,000-50,000, prompt-
ing KEA to shift these en-
trance tests online.
“Compared to CET for
UG courses, the number of
students taking DCET and
PGCET is lower. Though
nearly 50,000 students
apply for PGCET, the num-

We will soon start an
awareness campaign
among students about on-
line exams,” she said.

Module

KEA has already prepared
an Application-cum-On-
line Verification Module

Source: The Hindu, p. 1, March. 18, 2024
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for DCET- 2024 and
PGCET- 2024, on the lines
of UGCET.

This will make the en-
tire process of submission
of application, examina-
tion, document verifica-
tion, declaration of result,
counselling and seat allot-
ment online.

“Candidates need not
submit their academic
documents to KEA. All
academic documents will
be collected backend from

the department con-
cerned itself.
Candidates seeking

seats under specific reser-
vation category should en-
ter the relevant revenue
document (RD) number of
their caste certificate. So,
this time DCET and
PGCET candidates need
not come to KEA for
anything,” Ms. Ramya
said.
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State withdraws condition of
minimum number of students for
tag of religious minority institution

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Following the guidelines of
National Commission for
Minority Educational Insti-
tutions of Higher Educa-
tion, the Karnataka Go-
vernment has withdrawn
the criteria of a minimum
number of students from a
minority community at an
education institution to get
the tag of Religious Minori-
ty Institution. A decision
on the criteria was taken in
the State Cabinet on March
12, and an order issued on
March 16.

The Department of
School Education and Lite-
racy had a criteria that at
least 25% of the students in
these institutions had to be
from the minority com-
munity that is running the
institution. This was even
higher — 50% — for Techni-

cal Education, Higher Edu-
cation, and Skill Develop-
ment, Entrepreneurship
and Livelihood Depart-
ment institutions. Now,
these condition have been
removed.

According to a copy of
the order, this decision was
necessary due to a decline
in enrollment of minority
students at these ‘religious
minority institutions’. Cit-
ing 2011 census data, the
order stated that Karnata-
ka has 96.01 lakh people
from the minority com-
munity, of which 78.94
lakh are Muslims, 11.43
lakh are Christians, 28,000
are Sikhs, 95,000 are
Buddhists, 4.40 lakh are
Jains, and around 1,000
are from the Parsee com-
munity. There isn’t enough
population of many minor-
ity communities to get stu-
dents as per the minimum

Source: The Hindu, p. 4, March. 21, 2024
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requirement
earlier.
However, other criteria
for an institution to be de-
clared a religious minority
institution will continue.

prescribed

(5] SOUTH WESTERN RAILWAY S22

Corrigendum-3 to E-Tender Notice No.
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Name of the Work Approx. Value

Construction of New Broad | Rs. 380,13,75,567/-
Gauge Line Between Chainage 171.640
& Chainage 142.920 (28.720KM)
including Electrical and Signal &
Telecommunication works between
Bharamasagara (incl) and Chitradurga
(excl.) Stations in Tumakuru -
Chitradurga - Davangere New Line
Project. (Tender Ref. No : TK-DVG-EPC-
02)

Bid Due Date
Existing Revised
01-04-2024 15-04-2024
{15:00 Hrs}) {15:00 Hrs)

For details log on: www.ireps.gow.in

Deputy Chief Engineer / Construction / Works
Bengaluru Cantonment
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Frogs are great
models for
understanding
evolution of life
and contemporary
climate change,
writes SeshadriK S

he Western Ghats (WG), which

runalong the west coast of India,

are one of 36 global biodiversity

hotspots. Most life forms here

are endemic to theregionand

found nowhere else on Earth. The
Western Ghats sustain millions of people who
aredirectly or indirectly dependent on them for
resources such as water and playa vital rolein
regulating the monsoon patterns.

Researchers and environmentalists have
argued that the WG is unique and emphasised
the need to protect this fragile ecosystem. How-
ever, little is known about the origins of this rich
diversity and how it sustained over time.

Biodiversity

Biodiversity is often measured in terms of spe-
cies richness—the number of species inan area.
The diversity of life arises from a process called
speciation that takes place over a few thousand
to several million years. Typically, new species
can arise when a population splits and becomes
isolated until they cannot interbreed anymore.

This can happen due to a geographical
barrier such as a river or a valley. Sometimes,
species populations can also become isolated
due to genetic mutations when individuals
between these populations can no longer inter-
breed. Eventually, they drift apart and become
different species. Repeated over millions of
years, this process leads to many new species.
The extinction of species is an important step in
this process.

The rate at which speciation and extinction
occur ultimately determines the number of
species in a particular region. However, these
rates can vary depending on several factors,
including the climate. Prolonged periods of
stable climate will likely enable species to per-
sist, and populations will often undergo fewer
extinctions.

In contrast, rapid and drastic climatic
fluctuations can lead to bursts of speciation
or extinction events. Time can also determine
the number of species in a region. A popula-
tion that has persisted in a region for alonger
duration s likely to undergo speciation many
more times than a region that has only recently
been colonised by a species group. All these

Environment

processes can result in high species richness.

Evolutionary history

Inarecent study, a team of researchers from
the Centre for Ecological Sciences (CES) and
the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) shed

light on how the Western Ghats supportarich
diversity of amphibians. They use a large set of
genetic data from over 450 species of frogs to
reconstruct a genetic history and try to answer
the question: “Why are there so many species
of frogs in the Western Ghats?”

They began by inferring the evolutionary
age of frogs in the WG by comparing genetic
mutations between species. Genetic mutations
on specific genes are assumed to accumulate at
arelatively constant pace, and comparing such
mutations between species, they can tell us
when they diverged from their ancestor.

They found that most frog families are about
40 million years old, while some groups of
frogs, commonly called the Dancing Frogs and

the Night Frogs, were as old as 60 million years.

This s significant considering that the Indian
plate broke off from the supercontinent Gond-
wanaland, drifted north, and collided with the

Asian plate, forming the Himalayas around 55
million years ago.

Then, they explored whether the Ghats’
geography had anything to do with the high
species richness. The Western Ghatsisa
1600-km-long chain of undulating terrain.
Broadly, the Western Ghats are classified into
the northern, central, and southern Western
Ghats based on their rainfall. The WG also
varies in elevation, with high elevations experi-
encing cooler climatic conditions, especially in
the southern WG.

Historically, mountains have been consid-
ereda ‘species pump’ where populations of a
species would retreat when the climate was
extreme and recolonise habitats when climatic
conditions were favourable. Repeated retreat-
ing and expansion can isolate species, resulting
in speciation events.

Climate history

To examine whether climatic history had an-
ything to do with the rich diversity of amphib-
ians, they then compared the diversification
rate across frog groups within the Ghats. They
found it to be independent of location within
the WG and elevation. “Our findings support
the idea that the high frog diversity in the WG
is likely a result of gradual species accumula-
tion in stable tropical environments,” said Dr
Cyriac, a postdoctoral researcher at CES, IISc,
and lead author of the paper published in the
journal Evolution.

“Our findings are aresult of more than a
decade of research done by many students,
researchers, and postdocs. The team traversed
the entire length of the Western Ghats, cov-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.ll, March, 16, 2024
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ering all elevations, habitats, and hill ranges.
Using this biogeographic perspective, we could
capture information about most of the frog
species in the region and identify subtle varia-
tions between closely related species. This was
critical inarriving at our inferences,” explained
Prof Kartik Shankar, the study’s senior author,
inwhose lab the numerous students and
researchers undertook this research.

Impacts of climate change

Amphibians are ectotherms; they cannot main-
tainan internal temperature like mammals.
The new study highlights thatamphibians in
the Ghats have evolved over a prolonged period
of climatic stability. “The rich biodiversity in
the Ghats did not arise simply but has taken
millions of years of evolution in relatively stable
climatic conditions. We hope our work will help
people appreciate biodiversity and take steps to
conserve it,”said Dr Cyriac.

Rampant anthropogenic impacts such as de-
forestation and increased atmospheric carbon
dioxide have resulted in climate change. While
amphibians have been exposed to climate
change, the ongoing onslaught has been too
quick for many slow-evolving organisms, such
asamphibians, to adapt.

“Frogs are great models for understand-
ing the evolution and contemporary climate
change. Their small body size and low dispersal
rates mean they diversify at time scales,
allowing us to understand speciation process-
es. On the other hand, their sensitivity to the
environment makes them important indicators
of the effects of pollution and global warming,”
concluded Prof Shankar.



[ISc study: Bengaluru lakes
worth 9.4k cr if unpolluted

193 LAKES ANALYSED FOR 3 YEARS

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The famed lakes
and waterbodies of Bengalu-
ru would be worth a whop-
ping Rs 9,418 crore, had those
remained unpolluted over the
decades, an estimation by sci-
entists from the Indian Insti-
tute of Science (IISc) shows.
Working on the ‘System
of  Environmental-Econo-
mic Accounting’ (SEEA)
framework listed by the Uni-
ted Nations, the IISc resear-
chers led by Prof TV Rama-
chandra have successfully
published a scientific model
called ‘BLiS’— Bangalore
Lake Information System.
“The more pollution in
the lakes, their economic va-
luediminishes considerably.

> In a first-ever economic analysis | > Study reveals that if the lakes
of lakes in B'luru, ISc researchers | were kept in good condition, they
study 193 lakes spread over six would have provided a total
different valleys for three years ecosystem supply value
> Visit lakes in Koramangala- of X365 crore per year
Hebbal- > Analysis shows that
Vrishabhavathi, Arkavathi, constructions across
Chinnar and Suvarnamukhi lakes’ catchment areas
Valleys for evaluating their worth | affected groundwater table
MO ) Bellandur | Varthur | Madivala | Begur | Hulimavu
i 396.9¢cr | 249.8cr | 725.9¢r | T14.3cr |T12.6¢r
If you look at the economic 99.8% decline in value.
worth of each of Jakkur and The IISc study has facto-

Rachenahalli lakes, it is Rs
10,500 per hectare per day un-
der normal conditions, but it
has reduced to Rs 20 per hec-
tare per day for each lake
when they are polluted,”
Prof Ramachandra told
TOI. This translates into a

red in the various services
that these waterbodies wo-
uld have provided daily had
they not been pushed to the
brink as a concrete jungle
engulfed the ‘Garden City’.

» Water table: Other bk, P 2

Constructions near lakes affected water table: Study

» Continued from page 1
(Other Book)

LAKES OF 6 VALLEYS & THEIR NET WORTH

the economic and mone-

In a first-ever analysis of
tary worth of Bengalu-

ational perspective, but
these entities do have an ec-

ru’slakes, waterbodies, and

theirservicesaspartof avi-
brant ecological system, re-

searchers from the Centre

for Ecological Sciences
(CES) of IISc studied close

to 200 lakes spread over six

Valle Net worth  No. of Area onomic value. This analy-

Y (inmillion) lakes (in ha) sis integrates economic

Chinnar Valley 225331 9 95.8 and environmental data to

provide a comprehensive

KC Valley 235,494.7| 77 1,435.3 an insight into the interre-

Suvarnamukhi Valley 3827| 2 144 lationships between the

% economy and the environ-

Arkavathi Valley 2243296 12 9205 |~ ment,” Prof Ramachandra
: . &8 furtherexplained.

Vrishabhavathi Valley 76,831.2| 35 258.4 8 The analysis found con-

Hebbal Nagawara Valley 3246172 41 931 |2 structionsacross the catch-

different valleys of the city

ment areas of lakes have af-

forabout three years.

The study, though,
didn’t compute the overall
current worth of all the
city’s waterbodies. Re-
searchers from CES, in-
cluding AsulabhaKS, Sincy
Varghese, Sudarshan P and
Abhishek Baghel, were
part of BLiS. The IISc re-
searchers visited 193 lakes

in Koramangala-Challagh-
atta, Hebbal-Nagawara,
Vrishabhavathi,
vathi, Chinnar, and Suvar-
namukhi Valleys for eval-
uating their worth.

The services of any eco-
system are estimated in
terms of provisioning, reg-
ulating services and cultur-
al significance. The three

Arka-

services together make up
for what is described as the
total ecosystem supply val-
ue. The IISc analysis re-
vealed that if the lakes were
maintained in a good condi-
tion, they would’ve provid-
ed a total ecosystem supply
value of Rs 365 croreayear.

“All of us look at water-
bodies only from the recre-

Source: The Times of India, p.1& 2, March. 16, 2024
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fected the water table due to
reduced inflow, increased
domestic sewage, dumping
of debris and plastic waste,
construction wasteand loss
of interconnectivity be-
tweenlakes. “Nearly 98 % of
lakes have been encroached
upon, while 90% are filled
with sewage,” Prof Rama-
chandrasaid.



Delay in lakes’ revival mainly behind
Mahadevapura water woes: Experts

2 Lakes Impact
Water Sources
Like Borewells

Nithya.Mandyam
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The prolonged
delay in the rejuvenation of
Bellandur and Varthur la-
kesisthe primary reason for
Mahadevapura zone witnes-
sing an acute water scarcity
due to the plummeting gro-
undwater table, experts and
activists say.

The rejuvenation of the
waterbodies, which are spre-
ad over 1,200 acres, began 4.5
yearsago by Bangalore Deve-
lopment Authority (BDA).
The work should have been
completed two years ago but
itisstilldraggingon, withac-
tivistsblamingalack of coor-
dination amongst agencies.

Emphasizing the need to
complete the rejuvenation
earlier, Prof TV Ramachand-
ra of the Indian Institute of
Science, who is involved in
theendeavour, said, “The two
lakes contribute majorly to
therecharge of groundwater
and borewells, regardless of
rain. Rejuvenation of lakes
is vital, but the lack of coor-
dination amongst agencies
and lackadaisical approach
are hindering the work.”

Lake activists are upset
over the slow pace of work
that has resulted in the wa-
terbodies presenting largely
abarrenlook.

“Ever since the BDA took
up the project of rejuvena-
tion, Bellandur and Varthur
lakebeds look like cricket
grounds with their bunds lo-
oking like the right place to
have seatingarrangements,”
lamented Nagesh Aras, a Bel-
landurlakeactivist.

He regretted that the aut-
horities are acting as if
Bengaluru has surplus wa-
ter and are more focused on
sharing treated water from
the two lakes with neighbou-
ring districts such as Kolar,
instead of ensuring that the
waterbodies benefit theirim-
mediate neighbourhood.

Aesthetics first?

Vishwanath  Srikantaiah,
another lake expert, said the
bigger problem is that the ci-
vic agencies look at lakes on-

TAKING OUT TRASH: According to a member of Bellandur Lake
Development, during the waterbody’s desilting, truckloads of
plastic, mattresses and other solid waste had to be removed

In Bellandur and Varthur

lakes, numerous
problems are affecting
rejuvenation works. Residents
are unhappy with the silt being
transported at night, alleging
disturbance, and during the
day, traffic is too heavy to do it.
Secondly, a group wanted
enzyme treatment of the lakes,
which is not possible. If the
civic agencies coordinate with
each other faster and work
better, these things will
be resolved faster
TV Ramachandra | proressor,
CENTRE FOR ECOLOGICAL SCIENCES, IISC

ly for aesthetic purposes and
fail to understand that they
play avitalrole in groundwa-
ter recharge. “Wastewater
from storm-water drains
should be treated and let into
the lakes to enable ground-
water recharging. For this,
the lakes must be rejuvena-
ted within the stipulated de-
adline,” headded.

“We had to drain the wa-
ter to remove the silt from
Bellandur Lake. Of its total
areaof 916 acres, the water is
now spread over only 250
acres as the rest of the lake-
bed is already desilted. Ho-

wever, significant challenges
are being faced in the desil-
ting operations as they are
restricted to night time, cau-
sing delays. Despite having
200 vehicles at our disposal,
only 80-100 can operate si-
multaneously. Complicating
matters, nearby apartment
residents have been protes-
ting against the noise and
disturbances caused by
truck movement. Moreover,
reaching the dumping yard
22km away means vehicles
have to pass through five vil-
lages, exacerbating delays
and congestion issues,” a se-
nior BDA official told TOI.
“Varthur lake is almost
desilted and we're waiting
for rain so that it fills up. Dis-
cussions on filling the lake

with treated sewage water
are under way,” he added.

According to the official,
the rejuvenation work will
likely be wrapped upinayear.

Jagadish Reddy, of Var-
thur Rising, said, “There isa
humongous amount of silt
deposited for decades in the
lake, leading tocompactedla-
yers and preventing the wa-
ter from percolating.”

Sonali Singh, a member
of Bellandur Lake Develop-
ment,said, “Duringthe desil-
ting of Bellandur Lake,
truckloads of plastic, even
beds, mattresses and other
solid waste were removed. I
doubt the groundwater is be-
ingrecharged. In most areas,
the silt has solidified and
stand as high as 8ft.”

Source: The Times of India, p.2, March. 16, 2024
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MORE TIME TO SIGN
UP AS KERE MITRAS

ollowing poor response
toitsdrivetoenrol
volunteers for overseeing
the upkeep of 205 lakes in
the city, the BBMP has
extended time till March 25
forthose interested to
register as Kere Mitras.
The civicbody had
provided aregistration
windowinOct2023and
lateritextended the
deadline multiple times.
Theinitiative was launched
after deputy chief minister
DK Shivakumar said the
responsibility of main-
taining parks and lakes
should be givento citizens.
On Friday, BBMP said
744 citizens had registered
asKere Mitras. Auser ID
and password have been
provided to each volunteer
tomonitor day-to-day
activities of waterbodies
through the lakes
monitoring system (LMS)
application. They can
monitor, record and upload
photos during their visitto
theassigned lake.
Onceselected, Kere
Mitrasareallowed to
volunteer for three months.
Afterthat, others will be
allowed tovolunteer. T~y



A PAUSE ON THE AMENDMENT TO THE FOREST ACT

Saving the woods

The Supreme Court’s
interim order on forest
definitions brings hope
forsaving diminishing

green cover

B K SINGH

he amendment to the Vansan-
Trakshan Evam Samvardhan

Adhiniyam was enacted on Au-
gust 4, 2023, and came into force on
December 1, 2023. Relevant rules and
guidelines were also notified on No-
vember 29, 2023. The enactment was
challenged by a group of retired bu-
reaucrats, including forestersand some
NGOs, through WP Civil No.1164/2023
(Ashok Kumar Sharma and others vs.
Union of India) in the Supreme Court
of India. The Supreme Court, in the
T N Godavarman vs. Union of India
judgement (WP No. 202/1996) on De-
cember12,1996, defined the expression
‘forests, which coversnotonly theland
notifiedasreserved forestsand protect-
ed forestsbutalsoalllandsrecorded as
forestsinany governmentrecords. This
includes wooded areas, irrespective of
ownership, so far as it relates to the di-
version of such areas for non-forestry
uses.

In2002, the Supreme Courtdirected
the state governments to form expert
committees to identify ‘forests’ and
also those subsequently degraded, de-
nuded, and cleared forests, as well as
tree plantations. This aimed to ensure
thatall cases of forest land diversion for
non-forestryuses wereapproved by the
Central Government only. Reiterating
the issue further, the Supreme Court
in the 2011 Lafarge order gave direc-
tions to create and regularly update
a GIS-based support data base with
district-wise details of the location and
boundary of each plot of land that is
defined as ‘forests’ for the purpose of
the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980.
However, over two decades later, the
Expert Committees appointed by the
states have notadequately fulfilled their
duties, and the district-wise GIS data
base has notbeen regularly updated.

In 2002, Karnataka’s Expert Com-
mitteeidentified nearly10 lakhacres of
non-notified forests as deemed forests,
which mainly comprise un-classed for-
ests and wooded areas under private
ownership. Later in 2016, the govern-
ment moved the Supreme Courtto cut

this down to three lakh acres, citing
various reasons such as community
occupancy and insufficient tree den-
sity, with many areas having less than
50 trees per hectare. Let us not forget
thatthese lands, which were identified
aswooded in 2002, were found to have
been degraded and denuded with less
than 50 trees per hectare in 2016. The
forest and revenue departments have
failed to control the illegal tree felling
on these lands. I am sure even three
lakh acres would have further degrad-
ed and shrunk if another stock-taking
was done now.

Despite clear directives from the
Supreme Court, Kerala diverted reve-
nue forests for non-forestry purposes
without referring them to the Union
Government under the Act. Similarly,
in 2015, Odhisa notified that the state
has 16,000 sq km un-classed forests,
and within twoyears, in 2017, itbrought
itdown to 22 sq km.

States appear to think that listing all
un-classed forests and private wooded
areas and bringing them under the
purview of the central Act would be
to tie their hands as the lands become
unavailable for future development
projects. However, this short-sighted
approach disregards the ecological
importance of natural forests, which
have 40% higher carbon sequestration
potential than man-made forests. For-
estsare hometostreamsandriversand
renderinvaluable ecological services.

The amended Act introduces sev-
eral provisions that dilute the Forest
(Conservation) Act 1980, especially
regarding the definition of forests. In
response to the petition by Ashok Ku-
mar Sharma and others challenging
the amendment, the Supreme Court
issued aninterim order on Februarv19.

2024, upholding the definition of for-
ests made on December 12, 1996. The
amendment to the parent Act is thus
partiallystayed, with the courtdirecting
the expert committees of the statesand
UTs to submit the list of forests to the
Union Ministry by March 31, 2024; the
Ministry of Environment and Forests
and Climate Change will maintain the
records, digitise the boundaries, and
upload them to their website by April
15,2024.

The amended Act has damaging
effects, exacerbating forest fragmen-
tation by excluding forests up to 0.1 ha
for providing public access along the
rail lines and public roads, exempting
the process of diversion up to 10 ha for
security-relatedinfrastructureand 5ha
for areas affected by left-wing extrem-
ism, and permitting zoos, safaris, and
ecotourism facilitieswithin the forests.

The rules notified under the amend-
ed Actprovide aland bank for growing
compensatory afforestation. The land
includedinthebankis from the Jhuda-
pi jungle of Maharashtra, the Chhote
Bade Jhad lands of Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, etc. These lands are un-
classed forests available in all states
with one name or another. As per the
Supreme Court’s December 12, 1996
definition, these are all forest lands. At
present, many of these land parcelsmay
bedegradedand denuded, buttreescan
berevived in all of them if rigid protec-
tion is provided and natural rootstock
isallowed toregenerate.

Thetrue compensation comeswhen
trees are grown on non-forest land to
an extent equal to the extent of the for-
ests lost. The land banks should com-
prise only non-forest lands. Keeping
un-classed forestsin the compensatory
afforestation land bankis totally unjus-
tified and can lead to compromising
the ecological security of the region.
More over, states do not have good
track records of growing successful
compensatory afforestation of high
biodiversity value.

The Supreme Courtbenchalsoruled
that permissions for zoos, safaris, and
ecotourism facilities should not be
granted by the government without
the approval of the court until another
bench ofthe Supreme Court concludes
acaseestablishinganillegal tiger safari
in Corbett Tiger Reserve. This provision
of the amended Act has the potential
to damage and fragment core areas of
Tiger Reserves and is in contravention
of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

(The writer is the retired head of the
Forest Force. Karnataka)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.ll, March, 16, 2024
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Dry and distressed:
Karnataka’s wait
for water

As the state faces anintensifyingwater crisis, how will
Karnatakacarve apathtowards source sustainability and
groundwater replenishment?

INSIGHT

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

espite being the main catchment
Darea of River Cauvery, Kodagu is

not unfamiliar with water short-
age during summer months. This year,
the district administration’s move to re-
strictirrigation to ensure the availability
of drinking water has triggered a water
war. “Farmers in Kodagu use stream
water for irrigation
only for two months
in a year, how can the
district administration
ban it?” asked farmer
leader Manu Somai-
ah on Friday, during a
protest in front of the
deputy commissioner’s
office.

“Such a step will kill
our crops whileresorts
are allowed to waste
water throughout the
year,” says Somaiah.

The water crisis hit
headlines over the last
two weeks after Ben-
galuru finally woke up
to dry borewells and
a shortage of tankers,

Karnataka declared 223
taluks as drought-hit.
Meanwhile, farmers, frustrated with
the water crisis, raised an outcry when
the price of chillies they had struggled to
grow in the burning heat, crashed over-
nightlastweek.

While the state stands in wait of mon-
soon, which is more than two months
away, water levels at Karnataka’s 23 res-
ervoirsareat131tmcfton March15. This
is 56 tmcftless than the previous year. A
crisis seems to be looming. Live storage
at the Krishnaraja Sagar has dipped to
6.34 tmcft, similar towater levels during
thedrought of 2016-17, raising questions

People collect water froma
nearly six months after tanker in Amargol, Hubballi.
DH PHOTO/GOVINDRAJ JAVALI

about what has been done in the past
eightyears to avoid arepeat crisis.

Governmentinitiatives

Several government schemeshave been
implemented to ensure tapwater supply
torural areasin the event of such crises.
Infact,asenior official in the rural water
supplydepartmentsays the problem has
been mitigated due to these central and
state schemes. “The data on the water
supply schemes will show that we have
madessignificantsteps towards providing
safe drinking water,” he says.

Asperthe Union Ministry of Jal Shakti,
75%of1.01crorehouse-
holdsinKarnataka have
been provided with tap
connections. The assets
have been geotagged to
monitor the progress
of the scheme. How-
ever, there is no direct
answer as to how many
of them actually carry
water.

Data shows that
Karnataka has 40,300
piped water supply
projects in 31 districts.
Though work orders
have been issued for
38,231 works, only
3,315(8.67%) havebeen
“physically completed”
while thousands of pro-

jectsareatvariousstages
of completion.

The delay has led to a
struggle for survival, especially for those
onthe margins of rural communities. For
instance, residents in the Asthana tribal
haadi (tribal hamlet) in Virajpet taluk
of Kodagu district are facing a drinking
water crisis. The residents of the Zaadi
are forced to collect water from sources
thatare far away.

A permanent solution is still a distant
dream for residents. “Some have to walk
more than halfakilometre to fetcha pot
of water from a public well,” a resident
told DH.

» Water crisis, Page 3A

o

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1, March, 17, 2024
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Reservoirs

rundry A city without water

W State reservoirs have
collected only 65% of their are sourced hrough borewel.
average water levels. = Thecityreceives The BWSSB
= InDec, 5 tRs3
adeficitof 11 thousand per day (MLD) of crore per. day on
million cubic feet compared water fromthe electricity to pump
tothe previous year. Cauvery. water into the city.
= Karnataka's 16 major = Thetotaldemand = A Eengalurean
il &c‘ty isar om;d I(llzrnw"f‘es t
ity is ar es of water on
:m;\paredlnAS%lastyeal o illion litres, v day.
10-year I charge through green
average of 40%. spacesamjwaterbomes |sas|nwas 148 MLD.
Estimated
waterdemand 1,491t 1,591 me
inthe state in2020 By 2030
v
Accord-
ing tothe
State
Water

v jn highdemand,
2, shortsupply

While domestic

Revive lakesto
recharge groundwater

Theresidentofthe haadiadds, “After sev-
! ha:

to meet drinking water needs on priority.
Asenior official at the Rural Drinking Wa-
ter and Sanitation Department says the
major sources lor lhe MVS projects are

taken up the work on laying a p:pclmc to
the hamlet to supply water and the work
isin progress.”

reser ‘The depanmem is

lake. Apart from the runoff during rains,
we have to treat every drop of domestic
sewageand fill the water bodies to createa
sustainable source for recharging ground-
water in the long run. Governments and

‘Tungabhadra And Cauvery for MVS.
the supply of drinking water is the top

priority, reser nthereq

todesilt exist-
ing water bodies and set up new ones if
needed,” he explains.

As per a proposal made by Karnataka

ly (MV with
lakhsof households waiting for the prom-
ised water. “The water will not come,”an
adviser to the government told DH, “At
least not for the next two months.”

“The schemes depend on either bore-
wells or rivers, both of which have gone
dry. There is no sustainable source to en-

re the taps will bring water to avoid a
ituation,”headded.

Dry borewells
In the Kittur-Karnataka region, villages

quantit; pply v
hesays.

He acknowledges that the vagaries of
monsoon have animpact on the supply of
drinking water.

“Depending on local water resources

to the Asian D Bank, 50% of
its population is expected to shift to ur-
banareas by 2030. Karnataka's economic
survey 2023-24 notesthatevenatpresent,
1,398 44 mld of thetotal 3,356 mld sewage
gener-ued inthestate remains un[rez\led

a long-term solution. The depnnment is
looking at rainwater for the

“implying that
Tive elsnnd l'\l\esun(realed resulting i in: se-
vere: ¥ here

of borewells and dh tables. In

places such as Kolarand Chi

ced toincrease S

treated water supply has worked won-
ders and the government is looking

ity of the state to avoid impact on
healthand environment.”
Unfortunately, successive governments

water crisi: affected more :lhat do not }(')al\;‘e ax;v wlaler Slmilme :Lre in at extending this to other districts,” have pushed for big-ticket projects, in-
riding priority 000 vi rds, lire straits. Officials who relied on bore- headds. stead. The Yettinahole project hasalready
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Karnataka is among the
bottom 8 states in terms of tap
water connection coverage
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dertaken in 2022 in phase one of the JIM
project and nearly 90% of the project is
in the completion stage. As many as 136
works wereinitiatedin phase twolast year,
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lineswerelaidayearagobutnotevenasin-
gle drop of water has trickled down from
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the tap,” says Mahanteshappa, a resident
of I i

In Dharwad, too, 153 villages are al-
ready facingawater crisisand the admin-
istration is busy supplying water through
tankers. The situation is worseat tail-end
villages which are grappling to quench
their thirst. Around 175 villages in Davan-
gere district are getting water through
borewells.

kharif season (June to October) will con-
tinue to play truant. Projections for 2030
show a one to 14% increase in deviation
from the mean average rainfall in 13 dis-
trictswhichalreadyreceivelessthan1,000
mm.

At the same time, climate LhdrlgE is
expected to negatively impact vegetation
withsevendistricts, from Kodaguand Has-
san to Raichur and Vijayapura, not being
able to support the “existing vegetation
or forest type and biodiversity™. The dis-
appearance of greenery may, inturn, lead
tomore climate extremes.

Deepak Saha, former member secre-
tary of the Central Groundwater Author-
ity, says |r |s hu,h time We ensure source

anaction plan forascientific rejuvenation
tokeepouraquifersalive,” he says.

Minor Irrigation and Groundwater
Development Department Secretary GE
Yathish Chandran told DH that the idea
of a network of water bodies recharging
the groundwater was feasible as long as
custodians of the lakes join hands. “The
36,000 lakes and tanks in Karnataka can
act as a source for recharging groundwa-
ter. From our department to the urban
local bodies and panchayats, different
administrations are managing different
lakes. Rejuvenation and maintenance of
thelakesare essential to make themrelia-
ble water sources,”headds.

Even areas in district,
known for receiving copious amounts of
rainfall, are facing a water crisis. Many
lakesand riversin Hosanagar, Thirthahal-
li and Sagar taluks have almost dried up.
Farmers have continued to dig borewells
with the hope of getting water to irrigate
their erops.

Drinking water supply priority

The reason why villages across Karnata-
ka have developed a high dependence on
borewells is that, during dmughts water
supplyfrom othermai directed

(Wit from Gayathri G R
the govemmennhnuld bevettedbasedon in Mysuru, NainaJA in Mangaluru,
s cannot turn N ., Pavan

away from the crisis unfolding before
them. We need to prepare people for the
future with policy interventions regard-
ing the use of water, especially the use of
groundwater for irrigation,” he says.

Saha adds that unlike the sntes in the

Kumar Hin Hubballi, Shilpa Pin
Mysuru, Shrinidhi R in Dharwad, Raju
Gavaliin Belagavi and Vittal Shastriin
Kalaburagi)

Gangetic plain, a majority of
India, including Maharashtra and Kar-
nataka, have hard rock aquifers with low
storage capacity. “Recharging them re-

Have your say
Toexpress your opinion, el-mallus at:
<o.in

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A, March, 17, 2024
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BWSSB plans green star rating for effective
implementation of rainwater harvesting

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Bangalore Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB) is mulling over
providing green star rat-
ings for apartments, com-
mercial  establishments
and industries for effective
implementation of rainwa-
ter harvesting (RWH)
systems.

At the Bangalore Apart-
ment Federation (BAF)’s
south zone meeting on Sa-

turday, BWSSB Chairman
Ram Prasath Manohar said
it would be essential to har-
vest rainwater for Bengalu-
ru’s future water needs.
Not adopting RWH meth-
ods would also put more
pressure on the storm-wa-
ter drains in the city which
leads to flooding, he said.
“We have observed that
many apartments have not
effectively implemented
the RWH system. Hence, to
encourage RWH, we are
thinking of introducing the

green star rating system
based on the harvesting ca-
pacity,” he said.

Mr. Manohar said that
1,700 water tankers had re-
gistered so far as per the
BWSSB guidelines as the
deadline given by the civic
body came to an end.
These tankers have a stick-
er, price list, and number
to lodge complaints.

Meanwhile, while in-
specting the water supply
at Bandipalya, Mr. Mano-
har took some officials to

task for not putting stickers
on free water supply
tankers.

“It is mandatory to ap-
ply these stickers on the
tankers which supply wa-
ter for free on behalf of the
BWSSB. The officials have
been instructed about this
many times. Otherwise,
there is a chance that the
water might be misused.
Hence, officials should en-
sure that these stickers are
applied, or we will take ac-
tion against them,” he said.

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 17, 2024
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A handbook to help create zero-waste
offices in Bengaluru and beyond

With nearly 50% of plastic being used only once before being discarded. the handbook by Saahas and Rainmatter Foundation talks about how people can move towards a low-waste way of living

Preeti Zachariah
BENGALURU

he best way to man-

age waste is not to

generate it in the
first place,” says Smita Kul-
karni, Lcmmumcanons
Consultant, S:

Towards this goal, the
non-profit, in partnership
with the Rainmatter Foun-
dation, recently released a
free guidebook that c
help offices in the city mi-
nimise their waste. Accord-
ing to Kulkarni, also the co-
founder of the social enter-
prise  Stonesoup, many
corporations today are al-
ready looking at ways to be
sustainable, “some for na-
mesake, and some in a
deeper sense.”

As the guidebook, avail-
able for free on both the
Saahas and Rainmatter
Foundation, points out,
we often follow a use-and-
throw lifestyle, with nearly
50% of plastic being used
only once before being
thrown away. And even if
some of these single-use
materials are recyclable,
they are best avoided, says
the guidebook, pointing
out that not only is plastic
the most significant con-
tributor of mixed waste,
but recycling items made
of it takes a lot of resourc-
es. Additionally, there are
few takers of recycled plas-
tic since it becomes dull
and brittle after process-
ing, states the guidebook,
adding, “Not everything
gets recycled.”

Tanmayi Gidh, part of
the Outreach and Commu-
nications team at Rainmat-
ter Foundation, elaborates
on the guidebook’s raison
d'etre. “While zero waste is
the ideal, it can sometimes
feel a little overwhelming,”
says Gidh. She feels that
moving towards a zero or
low-waste lifestyle is not as
overwhelming and ab-
stract as it is made out to
be, provided one has con-
crete steps and alternatives
listed. “That was the whole

Source: The Hindu,

mleunon of developing
this guidebook,” she says.

How it began
Gidh also discusses the
project’s genesis. The
seeds for the guidebook,
she says, were sown
around World Environ-
ment Day, which falls on
June 5. When they consi-
dered developing a cam-
paign around the day, they
felt that instead of treating
it as a one-off event, it is
important to create so-
mething long-lasting more
focused on specific stake-
holders. Waste manage-
ment, after all, is a crucial
piece of the narrative
around the environment
and climate crisis. “ It is the
most tangible problem.
Everyone has an impact on
that problem, and eve-
ryone’s life is impacted by
it,” she says, adding that
the Rainmatter Foundation
decided to start by engag-
ing corporates in the zero-
waste pledge because of
the volume of waste pro-
duced in offices and also
because of the ability of
changemakers to influence

quarry pit, in north Bengaluru. FILE PHOTO

Participants from the zero-waste workshop conducted at Embassy Services. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the culture and implement
systemic changes in their
own organisations.

As part nf the larger
World Day

you are doing it at a sys-
temic cultural level,” she
believes, pointing out that
it takes a lot of handhold-

and resources in one

place.

Creating a
te office

campaign, Saahas and the
Rainmatter  Foundation
jointly conducted a zero-
waste workshop focused
on corporates.

From there came the
idea of the gap that crops
up when changes are sug-
gested, she says. “There is
very little support provid-
ed to materialise that
change, especially when

ing, and sup-
port from people who un-
derstand the space well.
“So yes, we can suggest al-
ternatives.”

“But who is going to
help them understand
where it can start from,”
says Gidh, who believes
that the guidebook can
help provide this starting
point for anyone since it
puts all the information

So, what are the major top
waste generators in a cor-
poration? Kulkarni lists
them: tissue papers, sa-
chets, paper cups, and PET
bottles. “These constitute
80% of the waste generat-
ed in corporates. If we
managed these four or
even one of these four,
there would be a signifi-
cant impact,” she firmly

p. 4, March. 18, 2024
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believes. She talks about

working closely with or-
ganisations like Saahas Ze-
ro Waste and the Electron-
ics City Industrial
‘Township Authority (ELCI-
TA) to understand some of
the best practices followed
in different places. “It is
kind of taking a solution
from the corporates and
giving it back to them,” she
says.

For instance, by replac-
ing tissues with hand
dryers, “automatically
around 20% of the waste is
gone,” she says, going into
other practical ways organ-
isations can better manage
their resources. Other sug-
gestions? Instead of having
a vast collection of sugar
sachets, organisations can
simply have a jar of sugar
with an airtight lid, which
“will solve the problem of
generating so many sa-
chets every single day,”
says Kulkarni. She also says
that having reusable mugs
and bottles can reduce
paper cup usage consider-
ably, while steel spoons
can replace stirrers. And
ves, it is important to edu-

cate people in organisa-
tions about these things.
“We made posters as part
of it..some messaging
across office walls will help
reinforce these things,” she
believes.

Practical applications
Remya Mariam Thomas,
Head, Human &

but also fostering a culture
of sustainability and mind-
fulness within our work-
place,” she says.

A low-hanging fruit?

Like Embassy Services,
more and more companies
are attempting to create
this sort of culture in work-

Admin, Embassy Services
Pvt. Ltd, which recently
had its facilities team go
through a zero-waste work-
shop, says the organisation
has been transforming
their workplace culture
through innovative waste
management  initiatives.
For instance, they have so-
mething called 1 Bay 1 Bin
Concept, where dedicated
paper waste bins are sta-
tioned at strategic points
throughout the office bays,
discouraging  desk-side

places, Kulkarni
has observed too. “There is
pressure from senior man-
agement to show sustaina-
bility in behaviour and op-
erations (at the
workplace),” she says. And
yes, since corporate enti-
ties always work in a sys-
temic,  process-oriented
way, she feels that imple-
memmg these small chang-
es is “a low-hanging fruit.

Having said that, chang-
ing mindsets is a long-
drawn-out process that
takes time. “People don’t
even think twice about do-

waste accumulation and
i to

dispose of their waste
thoughtfully, she says.
“This has majorly reduced
the paper waste generated
at each desk.”

Going by that age-old
management concept -
what cannot be measured,
cannot be managed - the
company also has a board
in the cafeteria that show-
cases the amount of food
waste generated daily.
“This initiative has led to a
significant reduction in
food waste, with a remar-
kable 50% decrease
achieved since its imple-
mentation.  Additionally,
our on-campus organic
waste converter trans-
forms food waste into nu-
trient-rich compost, con-
tributing to our
landscaping efforts,” she
says, adding that the or-
ganisation has also re-
placed disposable like
wooden coffee stirrers, su-
gar sachets and paper cups
with steel spoons, loose su-
gar and reusable coffee
mugs, respectively. “
Through these initiatives,
we're not only mitigating
our environmental impact

ing It is the
norm,” she says, pointing
out that while people talk
about living sustainably,
they often take a selective
approach.

For instance, while peo-
ple may be open to drink-
ing from a reusable bottle
instead of using paper
cups, they don’t always se-
gregate their waste proper-
ly. “The facilities team ma-
nually has to segregate
many times,” says Kulkar-
ni, who hopes to roll out
these zero-waste initiatives
to as many corporates in
Bengaluru as they can

ach.

“We would like corpo-
rates who are leading the
way to teach the others.
We are just the mediators
taking some of the best
practices of some of these
corporates to help the oth-
er corporates catch up,”
she says, likening it to a
Montessori school system
where older kids help
younger kids with learn-
small change at the
facilities level will result in
a huge change as far as
waste is concerned,” be-
lieves Kulkarni.




How Bengaluru grew and thrived around lakes

Bengalurus development as a city is inextricably linked to the development of multiple lakes, says ecologist Harini Nagendra. These lakes were created not only by rulers but also by common people

Nearly dried up

Preeti Zachariah
BENGALURU

arini  Nagendra
H brings up the
founding  myth

about modern Bengaluru:
how the great warrior
Kempe Gowda, a chieftain
under the Vijayanagara
Empire, saw a hare chasing
a hunting dog, a sign of im-
mense bravery. He re-
ferred to this area as Gan-
dubhoomi, the land of
heroes, and decided that it
would be auspicious to
build a city here, starting
with a fort. “But how did
he create a market town in
Bangalore? There must
have (already) been some
activity," says Hari ing
into the prehistoric past of
Bengaluru at a recent lec-
ture titled Bangalore Lakes:
An Ecological History at the
Science Gallery Bengaluru.

Development of

water system

The area, which would be-
come Bengaluru, she says,
was a very old settlement,
as the discovery of mega-

lithic  stone tools from
3500 years ago indi-
cates. While other discov-
eries, like ancient jars filled
with coins from all over the
world, estimated to be
around 2000-odd years

old, suggest that Bengaluru
must have been an impor-
tant centre for trade, com-

mewhat mysterious.

“In your school geogra-
phy textbooks, you always
hear that you develoj
ties near water... that civili-
sations come from water,*
says the Bengaluru-based
ecologist at the talk, which
was part of the on-
going Critical Zones exhibi-
tion, a collaboration bet-
ween Science Gallery
Bengaluru and Goethe-In-
stitut / Max Mueller Bha-
van, Bangalore. “That
makes Bengaluru very in-
teresting because it has no
perennial water supply. It
is in the rain shadow of the
Western Ghats,” she says,
adding that in the absence
of written record, we will

Harini Nagendra during the ‘Bangalore Lakes: An Ecological History' talk. SANKALP SINGH

never really know where
ancient people got their
water from.

Stone inscriptions dat-
ing as far back as the 5th
and 6th centuries, howev-
er, give us some clues
about the development of
water systems in this area
in the early common era.
Using a series of maps, Na-
gendra explains how va-

rious lakes began emerg-
ing in the area which
would become Bengaluru,
beginning by going into the
topography of the area, the
hilly western part and the
flatter eastern part. “The
(old) High Ground Police
Station used to be its high-
est point,” she says.
Drawing from various
inscription stones, she also

talks about the various dy-
nasties that rose, ruled and
fell over the centuries- the
Ganga Dynasty (6-9 centu-
ries CE), the Cholas (10-12
centuries CE), the Hoysala
Dynasty (13-14 centuries
CE) and the Vijayanagara
Dynasty (14-16 centuries
CE)-and how their pre-
sence contributed to deve-
loping the water systems of

Source: The Hindu, p. 7, March. 20, 2024
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Bengaluru. Kempe Gowda,
she adds, had so pleased
Achuta Deva Raya, the
brother of Krishna Deva
Raya, who also went on to
rule Vijayanagara, that he
was given a number of vil-
lages to support the market
town that he had founded.
“There was a vibrant eco-
nomy because of all those
things,” believes Harini, Di-
rector, Research Center &
Centre for Climate Change,
Azim Premji University..
She also mentions how
the city’s lakes were creat-
ed not only by rulers but al-
50 by common people (one
even by a prostitute) and
goes into the connection
between water and wor-
ship. “They went to a land-
scape and looked at where
the low-lying muddy patch-
es were. From this, they
scooped out mud and
made the lakes,” she says,
describing how cultures
were constructed, how his-
tory played out, and even
how warfare was carried
out because of the city’s
water bodies. “Lakes were
part of the imagination and

away of life,” she believes.

Changing city

Much has changed in Ben-
galuru's landscape since
the times of Kempe. Harini
goes into how the city has
expanded massively since
the days of that market
town, and how that expan-
sion came at the cost of the
city's water systems. To-
day, what was once a city
that was watered by plenti-
ful lakes, channels, and
wells is now almost com-
pletely dependent on bore-
wells and Cauvery water,
which is clearly not
enough for its residents, as
the recent water crisis indi-
cates. “We only talk about
ecology in times of crisis,”
she says, pointing out
that while poor urban de-
sign has altered the topog-
raphy of the city, it is im-
portant to work on
nature-based solutions to
Testore our water systems.
After all, “we grew because
of attention to lakes,” says
Harini, who believes lakes
and wells could play a sig-
nificant part is addressing

i
]

drought and flooding.

She also goes into how
urbanisation — India, along
with China and Nigeria, are
the fastest urbanising
countries right now — is
capable of devastating
ecology. By 2050, 60% of
India’s population is pro-
jected to be urban, with
415,000,000 people added
to its cities. “Where is the
housing, electricity, and
water going to come
from?” she asks. Too often,
the conversation lingers on
building  infrastructure,
with people believing that
the environment can be
looked at later. “People of-
ten say that first India
needs to develop and then
it can take care of its ecolo-
gy, says Harini, who firmly
believes that it is important
to develop on the backs of
our ecology. Preserving ur-
ban ecosystems, while a ci-
ty grows, is an important
aspect of health, energy,
economy and people, she
says. “We need to under-
stand that we can’t grow as
a city unless we keep this
inmind.”



Rainwater harvesting
park’s 14-year legacy:
New techniques to
show the way forward

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

herainwater harvesting
T (RWH) theme park, es-
tablished by the Ban-
galore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (BWSSB) in
Jayanagar, marksits14th year
of operations on Thursday.
Covering an expansive
acre, the theme park serves
as an informative hub for
various RWH techniques,
boasting of 26 modelsandlive
demonstrations. Throughout
its tenure, the park has wel-
comed approximately 61,147
visitors.

Modest adoption

Despite the BWSSB’s proac-
tive efforts to foster aware-
nessthrough suchinitiatives,
RWH adoptionremains mod-
est in the city. RWH systems
play a pivotal role in bolster-
ing the water security of Ben-
galuru, offering numerous
benefits.

Efficient utilisation of wa-
ter collected through RWH
reduces reliance on Cauvery
water, while surplus water is
channelled into the ground
via percolation pits, thus
replenishing groundwater
levels.

BWSSB’s data suggests
only1.97 lakh out of the near-
ly10.61akhwater connections
in the city have integrated
RWH systems. About 39,000
households continue toincur
penalties for non-RWH com-
pliance.

Space constraints

Senior BWSSB officials at-
tribute the low adoption rate
to various factors, including
space constraints in older

Emphasis on

public spaces
While residential RWH
systems alleviate de-
mand, the installation of
percolation pits, storage
tanks, and open wells
remain pivotal, officials
said. These systems
significantly enhance
groundwater levels by
capturing runoff water
and facilitating
percolation.

properties. “The mandatory
RWH implementation rule
came into force in 2011 and
would retrospectively apply
to all properties constructed
ina 60x40 feet plot.

“However, many houses
that were constructed earli-
er do not have provisions to
implement the system and
hence, continue to pay a pen-
alty even to this day,” a senior
BWSSB official said.

Shiftin mindset
However, another official
highlights the need for a
mindset shift among resi-
dents, since many havereser-
vations over using rainwater.

Estimates by WELL Labs
suggests implementing rain-
water harvesting effectively
could potentially fulfil up to
17% of the city’s total water
requirement.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, March, 21, 2024
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Experts against use of treated water to fill lakes

90% sewage treatment plants in city fall short of NGT standards

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

he BWSSB may be pro-

motingtheuse of treated

water, but close to 50% of
the sewage treatment plants
(STPs)inthe citydonotcomply
withthe National Green Tribu-
nal’s(NGT)normsand theyare
yettobeupgraded.

While secondary treated
water could be used for con-
struction and other purposes,
experts do not encourage its
usein filling the lakes —some-
thing the BWSSBhasproposed
toimprove groundwater levels.

In the first phase, the BWS-
SBhasproposed tofill 14 tanks
with treated water. Since only
50% of the STPs provide sec-
ondary treated water, experts
warned that filling lakes with
only secondary treated water

1d ; v

Water board will
ensure quality

Admitting that people
could be apprehensive,
BWSSB Chairman
DrRamprasat Manohar
Vassured that the board
is pumping treater water
intothelake after strin-
genttests.

“We will ensure water is
tested by anindependent
laboratory to ensure qual-
ityisup to the standards,”
hesaid, adding that all
STPsare upgraded to
meet the NGT standards.

Bengaluru also carries indus-
trial effluents,” Professor TV
Ramachandra from the Indi-
anInstitute of Sciencetold DH.

Shubha R dran, a

would gl
terand cause health hazards.
“We have seen the impact
of filling lakes and tanks with
secondary water in Kolar and
Chikkaballapur. In these ar-
eas, groundwater has been
contaminated, owing to this
project, and this has affected
the health of the citizens. Sec-
ondary treatment does not
remove heavy metals from the
sewage, and this is hazardous,
especially given that sewagein

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, March, 21, 2024

senior member of Biome Envi-
ronment Trust, suggested that
the BWSSB should constantly
monitor the water quality and
put the data out in the public
domain.

“There are a few NGT stan-
dards that should be followed.
If the BWSSB is able to reach
those standards with second-
ary treatment, it is alright to
pump the water. But since it
will have a significant impact

STPsup to STPs not up to
Number of STPS | \GT standards NGT standards O
Ata 18 — =
glance
TRTS | comapany: | comaper: O T80
,348. 607.5 MLD) 741 MLD) anNo

A woman buys a water canin Rajajinagar on Wednesday. Concerns over drinking water
scarcity have surfaced across Bengaluru. DH PHOTO/MS MANJUNATH

on the quality of groundwater,
it is important to monitor the
water quality constantly,” Ra-
machandran said.

“Unlike in Kolar or Chikk-
aballapur, where the water is
mostly used forirrigation pur-
poses, in Bengaluru, the water
will be used for domestic pur-

poses and this calls for more
caution,”she added.

Of the 34 STPs in the city,
only16are up to the standards
and provide tertiary treated
water, while the remaining 18
are equipped to provide only
secondary treated water.

‘While the NGT had revised

35

the STP standards in 2019,
financial strife and adminis-
trative hurdleshave forced the
BWSSB to run the STPs below
the standards for close to four
years.
BWSSBsourcessaidworkto
upgrade the plantswas started
afewmonthsago.

Rainwater harvesting
park’s 14-year legacy:
New techniques to

show the way forward

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

herainwaterharvesting
I (RWH) theme park, es-
tablished by the Ban-
galore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (BWSSB)in
Jayanagar, marksits14th year
ofoperations on Thursday.
Covering an expansive
acre, the theme park serves
as an informative hub for
various RWH techniques,
boasting of 26 modelsand live
demonstrations. Throughout

public spaces
While residential RWH
systemsalleviate de-
mand, the installation of
percolation pits, storage

its tenure, the park has wel-  tanks, and openwells
comed approxi ly61,147 in pivotal, officials
visitors. said. These systems

significantly enhance
Modest levels by
Despite the BWSSB’s proac-  capturing runoff water
tive efforts to foster aware-  and facilitating

nessthr h

RWH adoptionremains mod-
est in the city. RWH systems
play a pivotal role in bolster-
ing the water security of Ben-
galuru, offering numerous
benefits.

Back to

properties. “The mandatory
RWH implementation rule
came into force in 2011 and
would retrospectively apply
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The Hindu Bureau
HUBBALLI

Minister for Health and Fa-
mily Welfare Dinesh Gun-
du Rao on Friday launched
the Dr. Puneeth Rajkumar
Heart Health Scheme (Hru-
daya Jyoti) to cater to the
cardiac healthcare needs
of the poor and general pu-
blic. It is the first scheme of
its kind in the entire coun-
try, he said.

Inaugurating the State-
level launch programme of
the scheme in Dharwad,
Mr. Rao said the govern-
ment had launched the

Health

Hrudaya Jyoti scheme for cardiac
healthcare launched in State

scheme in memory of actor
and philanthropist Pu-
neeth Rajkumar to provide
emergency treatment and
healthcare facilities for car-
diac patients.

“In most cases of heart
attack, the patient breathes
his last before reaching the
hospitals with the required
facilities. One of the rea-
sons for deaths was the
lack of treatment facilities
for cardiac patients in taluk
hospitals. To provide car-
diac healthcare facilities to
taluk hospitals, the govern-
ment has launched the
Hrudaya Jyoti scheme,” he

said. The Minister said that
in the first phase, the
scheme had been launched
in 71 taluk and 15
district hospitals. As many
as 65 cardiac surgeons
from various district hospi-
tals will be available online
to guide the taluk health of-
ficials in treating and pro-
tecting the lives of cardiac
patients.

“Under the scheme, any
person suffering a heart at-
tack will be immediately
administered an injection
worth I30,000 for free.
The scheme will be extend-
ed to all the taluk hospitals

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, March. 16, 2024

by next year,” he
announced.
The Health Minister said

steps were being taken to
provide first aid to the per-
son suffering from heart
problems at public places
like railway stations, bus
stations, and other busy
areas. Defibrillators were
being made available out-
side the hospitals also for
the first time.

Releasing the handbook
on the training programme
under the scheme, Labour
Minister ~ Santosh Lad
termed it “a model for the
whole country”.

Japanese investors to pump in X1,00O crore
to open new Sakra hospital at Banaswadi

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Japanese firms Toyota
Tsusho and Secom are set
to invest ¥1,000 crore to
set up another multi-super
speciality hospital in India.
The investors’ second
healthcare project, Sakra
World Hospital, a 500-bed

facility will come up at Ba-
naswadi, north-east part of
the city.

Sakra World Hospital
based at Marathahalli, set
up 10 years ago, is India’s
first 100% FDI multi-super
specialty hospital, through
a collaboration between
healthcare major Secom
Medical System and trad-

ing conglomerate Toyota
Tsusho, according to a
company spokesperson.
“The new facility is the
extension of our commit-
ment towards fulfilling the
healthcare needs of the lo-
cal and international com-
munities,” said Mr. Tatsuro
Fuse, while announcing
the new project at a media

Source: The Hindu, p. 5, March. 17, 2024
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conference here on Satur-
day. The new unit will offer
range of specialities and
super-specialities, includ-
ing advanced oncology
treatments and cutting-
edge rehabilitation pro-
grammes, he added.
Scheduled for comple-
tion by the end of 2026, the
new facility is on

6,00,000-sq. ft area, said
Yuichi Nagano, managing
director of Sakra World
Hospital, Bengaluru. Love-
kesh Phasu, group chief
operating officer, Sakra
World Hospital, Bengalu-
ru, said medical research,
education, continued
learning, and innovation
were integral to Sakra.



Slum residents grapple with drinking water
shortage, dirty water trlggers healthissues

Shutting down of
water ATMs has
added to their woes

e

SHRADHA TRIVENI
BENGALURU, DHNS

s the acute water short-
agegripsseveral partsof
he city, the slum dwell-
ersstruggletosource water for
drinking purposes, let alone
for other daily chores.
Local dwellers in the K R
Puram and Kariyammana
Agrahara area told DH that

the houses in the area, which
used to receive two drums per
week from their owners, now
get one drum delivered once
intwoweeks.

There are over 4,500 fami-
liesclubbed togetherinthe KR
Puramareaand hail from Kal-
aburgi, Raichur, Bidar, Davan-
agere, Maharashtra, Odisha,
Bihar and West Bengal. The
shortage of clean water has
been affecting their health,
triggering skin allergies and
rashes among the children.

Manju, who livesin Priyank
Nagar area near K R Puram
said that, for the past few
weeks, sewage mixed with
water has been flowingin their
taps.

Rajesh K, a member of Ac-

Most of me houses haveno sump facility and storing
inlarge cansis a challenge. bH PHOTO/B K JANARDHAN

N

staying in make-shift tents in

tion Aid Association said that Mahadevapura, K R Puram,
several construction workers  Yelahanka. KanakapuraRoad.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A, March, 17, 2024
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and Kengeriareasdonothave
asafesourceofdrinkingwater.

“The daily wage workers
fromotherstatesdonothavea
proper source of water. Sintex
tanks are installed in several
places. But it is not sufficient
for everybody. These workers
are not from the city, but they
work for the city’s develop-
ment,”hesaid.

He added that a majority of
houses have no sump facility
and storing in large cans and
drums becomes their last re-
sort. However, with a lack of
spacetoaccommodate drums,
they end up deprived of main-
taining hygiene, owingtorash-
esand skin allergies.

Karnataka Slum Develop-

ment Board hasdeclared over
2000 slums in the state with
597 slum areas in Bengaluru.
However,ground realityshows
that several migrant workers
and daily wagelabourersdwell
on the streets in make-shift
tents without having proper
drinking water facilities, let
alone the availability of clean
water for non-drinking pur-
poses such as bathing.

The shutting down of sev-
eral Reverse Osmosis (RO)
units or water ATMs has add-
ed to their woes. These units
not only provided 20 litres of
drinking water for just Rs 5,
but were the lifeline for many
who could not afford to have
water purifiers athome.



3.1% students have refractive
disorders, finds govt survey

SruthySusan.Ullas
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: A survey by the
National Health Mission on
the eyesight of govt and ai-
ded school children in the
state has shown that 1.8 lakh
of the591akh children tested
have refractive disorders.
This is 3.1% of the children
who were surveyed for the
academic year 2023-24.

As per the department of
health and family welfare,
these numbers are higher
than the previous year. In
2022-23, 1.8 lakh children of
the 63 lakh surveyed had an
eyesight issue. This was aro-
und 2.7%. G Shyam Sunder,
joint director, ophthalmolo-
gy, health and family welfare
department, said the num-
bers are in sync with the na-
tional trends.

“However, one would no-
te that the number of child-
ren with refractive disorders
is on the rise. This is attribu-
ted to the increasing screen
time of children. Outdoorac-
tivities have been reduced
among children. More and
more are spending time on
gadgetslike phones, TVsand
laptops. It is important that

SCHOOL EYE SCREENING

59,07,934 -52'351

I Kids screened ™ Refractive errors 1 Free specs provided

20222, | 17754
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202324 | 1 55,555

parentsrestrict the screen ti-
me and encourage them for
outdoor activities,” he said.

The department is also
distributing spectacles to
children who have refractive
disorders. While 88,210 child-
ren were covered last year,
52,351 have received specta-
clessofarthis year.

“All the children identifi-
ed with refractive errors will
be provided with free specta-
cles. We're yet toreach all the
children, but it shall be done.
Spectacles are being given by
the govt in collaboration
with NGOs. In some cases,
the tenders are not yet comp-
leted. In some cases, NGOs
have to complete their pro-
cess. But all children will get
them,” said the jointdirector.

The official said no regio-
nal variations were observed
in the survey results.

The results are part of a

Source: The Times of India, p.2, March. 18, 2024
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regular survey conducted in
govtand aided schools by the
National Health Mission. Pa-
ramedical officers and re-
fractionists visit schools and
screen 6-18 year-olds for the
survey.

However, private practi-
tioners feel that the numbers
quoted in the survey are too
low. “We see a huge number
of refractive errors among
children in our clinic every
day. Many classrooms have at
least 50% of children with re-
fractive errors. The numbers
are significantly higher after
Covid,” said Dr Arun Sam-
prati, a pediatric ophthalmo-
logist with Samprathi Eye
Hospital And Squint Centre.

Reduced exposure to sun-
light and an increase in acti-
vities with electronic gad-
gets have led to the increase
inrefractiveerrors,” hesaid.

Fullreport: toi.in

Back to Contents




Gender

Violence, homelessness, and women’s mental health

he National Family Health Survey

(NFHS-5) presents a sobering picture of

the pervasive violence against women

in India. Almost 30% of women
between the ages of 18-49 years have experienced
physical violence beginning at age 15; 6%
reported sexual violence. Evidence indicates that
violence and mental health conditions have a
reciprocal, cause-and-effect relationship, and
both factors significantly heighten the risk of
homelessness. In the three decades of working
with homeless women with mental health
conditions at The Banyan, we have witnessed this
recursive interaction between violence against
women, homelessness, and mental health almost
universally.

Findings of relevance

A survey of 346 women accessing outpatient
services at The Banyan found that relational
disruptions, often in the background of violence,
predicted homelessness, even when women had
accessed care for their mental health — a finding
that is mirrored in other studies globally. Another
qualitative research that examined user accounts
of trauma drawn from women with histories of
homelessness showed that descriptions of
experiences relating to violence in social
relationships, experience of alienation and
shame, and poverty did not entirely match with
the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders conceptualisations of trauma.

Qualitative interviews with several women
living with mental health conditions detail their
journeys into homelessness, not merely as a
deficit in access to care but also as an escape and
possible liberation from repeated cycles of
unremitting violence — whether it was from a
predatory father, a husband who controlled all
aspects of life or an aunt who issued threats to
sell into slavery to pay for meals. A recurrent
theme that emerged was the impact of child
sexual abuse and intimate partner violence on
individual mental health and homelessness.

At age 5, Leela began understanding what it
meant to be a (child of a) homeless woman living
with mental illness. Her mother, Jaya, fled an
abusive family home with only Leela, leaving her
older siblings behind. Desperate and hearing
voices, Jaya contemplated ending their suffering
by jumping from a train but was dissuaded by
Leela, who did not fully understand her mother’s
motives but was consumed by an ominous feeling
of desperation and crippling fear. Throughout
their homelessness, the duo faced the arduous
task of survival, finding food and safe spaces to
rest every day. Jaya’s deformed hand is a
reminder of the violence they experienced on the
streets.

Within a multifactorial matrix of structural
barriers such as poverty and caste, violence and
associated feelings of loss of agency feature
prominently amongst reasons that precipitate an
exit from typical relational bonds and
conventional notions of home assumed to
provide safety, a sense of community, and
belongingness. Ellen Corrin’s work offers a

|
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of mental
ill-health
appear to be
embedded in
the reality of
adverse

life events

nuanced perspective on the phenomenon of
social withdrawal in the context of schizophrenia
that challenges reductionist views around the
construction of negative symptoms. Instead of an
overt focus on alignment with the social
environment, her work shifts the emphasis to
considering meanings and personal experiences
behind behaviours often labelled as symptoms of
the disorder, and situating mental illness and
related symptoms within ‘a life frame’. The same
lens can be used to approach intersecting issues
of women’s mental health, homelessness, and
violence.

An umbrella-like label

Historically, the label of madness has been used
to discredit, subjugate, and silence women who
are seen as demonstrating undesirable traits —
intellectual curiosity, assertiveness, and
autonomy. From the witch trials in the Middle
Ages to the incarceration of women in asylums,
resistance to oppression and refusal to comply
with expected norms were labelled as missteps
due to a deranged imagination. In contemporary
patriarchal society, the social construct of
womanhood continues to be carefully curated
and enforced, confining women and their value
within reproductive roles and docile submission
to various forms of violence, routinely
normalised and justified. Madness in this context
then becomes not an individuated pathology but
aresponse to the continued violence against
women.

Some women describe their madness as
resistance, as a defiant embrace of what is taboo
for women, an opportunity to break free from
coerced identities and assume new personas that
transcend patriarchal norms. Others describe
their madness as a solace in beliefs such as being
the mother of 100 male children or transforming
into a goddess with special powers by performing
a complex ritual. In the process, some lay claim
to an elevated sense of purpose and accruing
cultural capital that society places significant
value on and associates with improved status.
While others may find escape in an idea or
imagination to battle the shame, fear and
devaluation. And, yet, some other women
experience their madness as a journey inward,
where voice hearing and altered perceptions
become portals to alternate realities where they
can engage in a spiritual interrogation of who
they are without social constraints.

In contrast to these multifaceted descriptions
of madness in the context of violence, the
mainstream discourse on women’s mental health
is dominated by a narrow focus on higher
prevalence rates of depression, anxiety or eating
disorders, or mental health needs associated with
the prescribed reproductive role such as
postpartum depression. All these deserve
attention but not in a manner that isolates these
experiences from the larger narrative. Women’s
experiences of distress are often viewed through
a reductionist biomedicine-dominated lens,
neglecting the insidious impact of violence that
women endure and absolving society of its

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, March. 19, 2024
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complicity. Navigating mental health and social
care systems that mirror these biases, in the
background of poverty and caste-based
marginalisation, takes a profound toll, elevating
risks of homelessness. In our experience, women
often encounter health systems that dismiss their
lived experience, focusing largely on symptoms
and diagnoses that are to be treated and
eliminated. In contrast, our experience suggests
that many of the manifestations of mental
ill-health are embedded in the reality of adverse
life events. In this context, investments cannot be
confined to increasing proximal access to mental
health care without collective action that can
substantively address deep-rooted violence.

There is an urgent need, therefore, to develop
comprehensive solutions based on a systematic
unpacking of multiple factors and their
interactions that perpetrate violence against
‘women. Recognising and compensating women
for their unpaid labour in household roles and
creating the space for women to find supportive
networks and alternate family structures outside
of typical heteronormative relationships may
offer security and refuge. Ensuring access to basic
income, housing, and land ownership may offer
economic independence and reduce vulnerability
to homelessness. Embedding in the education
environment, a curriculum that helps growing
adolescents interrogate and challenge harmful
gendered norms may help foster a generation
that values egalitarian norms and rejects all forms
of violence against women.

Biological scientist Robert Sapolsky contends
that our inclinations, actions, and choices are not
products of an autonomous, conscious process of
free will but rather shaped by biological factors
such as our genes, neural circuitry, and brain
chemistry. His work emphasises the role of
childhood adversity — abuse, neglect, and
poverty — and the profound effects these have on
the developing brain, underscoring the need for
policies and interventions that reduce violence
beginning in the formative years.

Adopt a multifacted approach

While the two-way relationship between
homelessness and mental illness is recognised
globally, we need to scrutinise the nuances more
closely. Violence against women is one factor that
may not receive enough attention in this context.
Instead of addressing root causes rhetorically, we
should examine the complex strands surrounding
mental health. This journey requires opening up
to new avenues, involving diverse professionals,
innovative research, and meaningful involvement
of those with lived experiences. Prioritising a
range of robust responses can better address the
plurality of needs, especially for high-priority
groups such as homeless women. No single
narrative makes for a complete response. Greater
exploration of phenomena and their influence on
mental health, the role of intersectionality, power
asymmetries, and the use of feminist standpoint
theory in advancing science and ways of knowing
are needed. The absence of such a multifaceted
approach represents the greatest lacuna.



More women than male voters in 17 segments
T!-IE GAP IS CLOSING

Chethan.Kumar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Voter data released
recently shows Karnataka is in
good stead as far as gender ratio
goes with 17 of 28 Lok Sabha con-
stituencies — including segments
in backward districts like Raichur
and Bagalkot — reporting more
female electors. This has improved
the overall ratio, making it nearly
one woman voter for every man.
Data released on March 16
shows there are 999 females per
1,000 in Karnataka, better than the
997 in the final draft released in Jan
2024. But young voters buck this
trend, just as they did in Jan. Young
women are now 858 from 856 two
months ago. Skewed ratio among
young voters could be for multiple
reasons, but as TOI had reported in
Jan, it is primarily attributed to
poor sex ratio at birth in 2005-06.
Of the 17 constituencies with
more female voters than male,
Udupi-Chikmagalur — from where
BJP removed incumbent MP Shob-
ha Karandlaje — tops the table with
1,062 women voters, followed by
Dakshina Kannada (1,049), Mysore
(1,037), Shimoga (1,030) and Mandya
(1,029). The other constituencies are

2023
Drfat

I Census [ Roll

M Young voter

973
999

973
997

973
991

973
986

973
983
763

Source: Chief Electoral
Office-Karnataka
& Census 2011

Belgaum, Koppal, Bellary, Da-
vanagere, Hassan, Chitradurga,
Chamarajanagar, Chikkaballapur,
Mandya and Kolar.

Of the constituencies that have
fewer women than men, those in the
Bengaluru cluster have the worst
figures. Bangalore Central (938) has
the least women per 1,000 men fol-
lowed by South (939), while North
(947) is tied with Bidar and Banga-
lore Rural has 966.

Officials attribute the improve-
ment in female enrolment to exten-
sive Systematic Voters' Education
and Electoral Participation (Sveep)
activities by the Election Commis-
sion, with a special focus on encour-
aging women to participate in the
electoral process.

Chief electoral officer (CEO),
Karnataka, Manoj Kumar Meena
said: “The overall ratio reflects our
efforts to enrol every eligible person

Source: The Times of India, p.2, March. 21, 2024
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and while we have seen improve-
ment even among young voters,
that figure being significantly low-
er has also hurt the overall ratio.”

TOI had reported in Jan that at
the time of finalising the voter list,
the state had around 400 polling
booths with zero female young vot-
ers. Election officials in-charge of
voter enrolment said that the 400
was compared to 3,000 such booths
when the exercise began. Meena
said, “As on date, most of these 400
booths have been covered”.

50k advance applications
While there will be no “revision
exercise” of electoral rolls before
Lok Sabha polls, election officials
will continue updating them.

“We have asked people who turn
18 before March 31 to file advance
applications so they can vote in this
election. As on date, we have 50,000
advance applications,” Meena said.

He did not rule out the possibil-
ity of these applications further
boosting the gender ratio. “The last
date to file applications for those in
constituencies going to polls in
April is March 25. We are expecting
more applications. This could im-
pact the gender ratio,” he said.



How water insecurity affects women

The time burden of collecting water inevitably falls on the women and

girls of the household

Sujatha Srinivasan & Aparna Anand
hile India has made remarka-
w ble progress in expanding

household access to water,
the National Sample Survey 78th round
multiple indicator survey (2020-21) sug-
gests that over 41% of rural households
lack access to safely managed drinking
water within their households, and geo-
graphical disparities in household access
to safe water, though declining, continue
to persist. The distance to the principal
source of drinking water for these house-
holds falls in the range of 0.2 to 1.5 km or
more. India makes up 18% of the world’s
population, with a share of water re-
sources of less than 5%.

Evidence suggests that lack of access
to water can cause considerable stress
among households. In water-scarce areas
or among households whose principal
water source lies outside their household
premises, water collection is typically
perceived as a gendered activity, with the
time burden of collecting water inevita-
bly falling on women and girls of the hou-
sehold. Water insecurity affects women’s
everyday lives, household dynamics, and
social relationships. It also affects the
school attendance and academic perfor-
mance of girls. Women also face gender-
based violence during the commute for
water collection, which has an adverse
impact on their mental health.

Research suggests that lack of access to
adequate water leads to the practice of
open defecation. This, in turn, has a mul-
titude of effects on women. Apart from
the health impacts like diarrhoea, ty-
phoid and cholera, and impacts on men-
strual health, women who practise open
defecation also face psychosocial stress
as well as a greater risk of non-partner
sexual violence.

The Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) and the
National Water Mission present an impor-
tant shift in the policy for water manage-
ment. The JJM enables access to drinking
water through household tap connec-
tions. This reduces the drudgery of wo-
men and gives them more time for gain-

ful activities. The programme seeks to
measure this through increased partici-
pation of women in community engage-
ment, including in gram panchayat and
self-help group activities. To this end, the
programme is designed to empower wo-
men by encouraging their involvement in
Pani Samitis constituted for the purpose
of planning, implementation, operations
and maintenance, and monitoring of the
programme at the village level. JJM guide-
lines also recommend that at least five
women from every village are trained in
periodic water quality monitoring. This
serves the dual objective of empowering
these women as well as ensuring the de-
livery of quality water to all rural house-
holds under this programme.

In a recent study conducted across ru-
ral areas in three districts in Tamil Nadu,
we sought to examine these intended
outcomes. We found that household ac-
cess to safe drinking water enabled under
the JJM reduces the time spent on collect-
ing water from off-premises, leading to
time gains among women, which they
spent on better management of house-
hold tasks, children’s schooling, and
childcare. Women who performed well
on overall empowerment indicators also
spent less time seeking water and showed
a better mental health index. The study
also showed positive correlations bet-
ween water access and sanitation access.

Even as India continues its progress on
access to water and sanitation, it is imper-
ative that it continues to uphold a policy
environment that mainstreams gender
considerations in water access. Beyond
reporting on progress in terms of water
access or quality, it is also imperative that
we measure progress against intended
gender goals - be it in terms of reduction
in the drop-out rates among school-going
girls or reduction in drudgery among ru-
ral women and the extent to which this
translates to improved socio-economic
outcomes for these women.

Sujatha Srinivasan is Senior Research Fellow, LEAD at
Krea University and Aparna Anand is Lecturer,
Teachers College, Columbia University

Source: The Hindu, p. 11, March. 22, 2024
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Governance

SELF-REGISTRATIO

inally, regulation for water tankers

Foralongtime, water tankers remained unregulated, for reasons best known to the authorities.
The water crisis has now prompted the BBMP torein themin

SHREED N
BENGALURU, DHNS
s the water crisis hit the city,

the prices of water tankers
soared, prompting the gov-

petroleum gas, and more.

The Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP) mandated that all water
tanker ownersupload thedetails of their

with the trans-

it.
The BBMP data shows that over 1,700

ernment

with the Disaster Manage-
ment Act. It also exposed the presence
of illegal, unregulated water tankers,
which many call “tanker mafia”.

“Tankerssourcewaterviaillegal bore-
wellsdugaround lakesin the peri-urban
area. Avisitto Anekal Taluk showed how
the ‘tanker mafia’ operates. There were
7-8 borewells around each lake. The
quality of groundwater was bad around
these parts due to sewage seepage. Is it
genuinelypotable?"asks R Rajagopalan,
Convener of Bengaluru Residents Wel-
fare Association.

However, there is no official confir-
mation of the presence of this mafia.
Transport department officials say
that out of the nearly 3,500 vehicles
registered under the tanker category
inthe 10 Regional Transport Offices in
the city, only 1,499 are water tankers.
The rest carry oil, milk,
liquified

: —,ﬂ!!iz""““

SINNN MUY

tanker March 14,
2024, more than the official number of

water i for itfor sis. A i
portdepartment, yvk:ich is| ‘.499. construction, residential use, ordril}_kin\g there is no data on such unaluthoréscii
What purpo: .

Awater tanker owner who preferred Officials admit that unauthorised
i lains why this happens: tankers are operating, fitted to agricul-  With coatingor not?

Many sources d ial tractors and trail- - Such vehicles may or may not have the
refurbish their tractors with tanksand ~ ers, which h: WV lyethyiemine (EPI) coat-
ywater. Whil i ) eri-  ing that water tankers are supposed to

have to prevent rusting of the tanker.
However, Bangalore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (BWSSB) and BBMP
officials say they do not inspect and
monitor whether the vehicles have the
required coating.

Most officials from the concerned
departments are unaware of any spe-
cialised rules for water tankersand their
monitoring. The BBMP health depart-

ment tasked with moni-

tank for public

as there has been no water crisis i
last fewyears, officialssay thisaspecthas
notbeenmonitored enough.

When issuing fitness certificates for
tankers, the transport department offi-
cials mightbeabletocheck thepresence
of coating and other details. Yet, no one
knows whether thisis done.

White-board tankers
Many illegal tankers, fitted into tractors
or trailers, have white number boards

near Avenue Road. DH PHOTO/SK DINESH

water-starved city; hence, the chance
of action against unauthorised vehicles
isnil.

Trade licences

A 2016 document on trade license fees
lists water tankers under Part IV un-
der the trade-non-food items-industrial
category, with a fee of Rs 2,500. News
reports from 2016 show that though a

‘meant for private usage for
commercial purposes. Such vehicles do
not th

of water tankers operated without it,
an

T han

SpOrt.
BBMP officials say they
cannot verify whether a

=, vehicleis authorised to

BBMP were unwilling
toinsistonit.

‘There were no licenses, so they could
not even be called “illegal” unless the
other departments, such as transport,

upload all the

‘Thesituation remains the same. Even

Verification
processes
may oceur
later, but
there is no
chance of

say the un-
authorised
tankers
are unlike-
ly to be
touched
until the
water cri-
sis is over
because such actions
will likely increase
the tanker price.
Also, though illegal,
they still help people
with water in the highly

Y, ly docs
notissuetradelicensesfor water tankers.
“Evenif they are issued, they will be un-
derthe pettytradelicence category,”says
Vikas Kishor Suralkar, BBMP's Special
Commissioner of Health.

Water tanker owners have their wor-
ries. When asked why unregistered,
unlicensed takers operate, one tanker
owner explains that getting any license
istedious.

“One has to get permission from the
central groundwater authority for the
borewell and get a commercial power
license from BESCOM. Many do notget
these, making the water source illegal,
thereby makingall other approvalshard
toget,”heexplains.

In the past, BWSSB asked BBMP to
regulate water tankers. Still, for rea-
sons best known to authorities, this
never happened until the currentwater
crisis triggered action from the BBMP
in the form of the self-registration
application.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A, March, 16, 2024
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‘Phase 2 of
Pavagada
Solar Park will
be completed
in two years’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The second phase of Pava-
gada Solar Park will be
completed in the next two
years, Energy Minister K.J.
George said on Friday in
Tumakuru.

“To eliminate the ener-
gy deficiency in the State
and become self-sufficient,
the support of locals to es-
tablish phase 2 of the solar
park, which has a capacity
of 2,000 MW, is needed,”
he said. He also thanked
the farmers who have
come forward voluntarily
to lease out their land.

While expressing the
State government’s com-
mitment to making Pavaga-
da Solar Park the number
one in the world again (it is
currently fourth), Mr. Ge-
orge said, “Pavagada will
be a part of history. The
cooperation of the farmers
is the reason we have such
a vast solar park here.
While Pavagada was pre-
viously known as a back-
ward region, it now has so-
lar energy, which is better
than all other forms of
energy.” He also urged the
farmers to make the best
use of solar energy by us-
ing solar pump sets.

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 16, 2024
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‘Anywhere registration’ of documents
set to be extended to all districts soon

Facility was offered first in Bengaluru in 2011; it was launched in Belagavi and Tumakuru on Thursday. As many as 72 sub-registrar offices covered

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

bout 13 years after
Athe concept of
‘anywhere registra-

tion’ was rolled out in Ben-
galuru to provide ease of
registration to people, the
State government has de-
cided to extend it to all the
districts in Karnataka.
While the government
launched the ‘anywhere
registration’ facility in Tu-
makuru and Belagavi on
Thursday, it will be extend-
ed to all districts over the
next couple of months.
The concept was
launched in 2011 in Benga-
luru. Now, as many as 72
sub-registrar offices in five
registration  districts of
Bengaluru (Rajajinagar, Ba-
savanagudi, Gandhinagar,
Jayanagar, and Shivajina-
gar), and Tumakuru and

been covered. Under the
concept, people are given
the option to choose any of
the sub-registrar’s offices
within their district to re-
gister documents, instead
of approaching only the ju-
risdictional sub-registrar.

‘Worked fine’
“While I am very enthu-

Afile photo of the sub-registrar office at Kengeri in Bengaluru.

B,

to be equally careful and
watch the experience. We
want to have 15 to 20 days
of pilot in two districts. If
the pilot succeeds, my sys-
tem is ready for the State-
wide launch. In about two
months after the pilot, it
could be rolled out in other
districts too,” Revenue Mi-
nister Krishna Byre Gowda

The concept will also
help in optimising
human resources and
infrastructure,
according to
Revenue Minister

Krishna Byre Gowda

perfectly fine in Bengaluru
because it is an integrated
entity whereas district is
not so integrated,” he
explained.

In the State, Tumakuru,
Shivamogga, Mangaluru,
Mysuru, Belagavi, Hubbal-
li, Kalaburagi, and Ballari
cities report big registra-
tions after Bengaluru. The
extension of ‘anywhere re-
gistration’ to districts is
coming after the launch of
several online initiatives
that have brought down
the turnaround time for re-
gistrations in the State, in-

pointments after
uploading documents and
visiting sub-registrar offic-
es only for registration and
online marriage registra-
tion in a certain category
where the visit to the sub-
registrar office is not
necessary.

Benefits of scheme

The Minister said that the
anywhere registration con-
cept would also help in op-
timising human resources
and infrastructure. “There
are complaints that some
offices are overcrowded
and infrastructure is not
adequate. While some of-
fices report 15 to 25 regis-
trations in a day, some of-
fices report over 70
registrations a day. By mul-
tiplying options in allowing
people to choose any sub-
registrar office in the dis-
trict, overcrowding can be

tion is better with transfer
of load.”

Meanwhile, Revenue
Department sources also
point out that the new sys-
tem would help in combat-
ing corruption as people
have multiple choices to
register their documents.
“By democratising the re-
gistration process, people
will have the choice as al-
ternative offices are availa-
ble, resulting in reduced
corruption,” sources
explained.

For 12 years, sources
said, there was no political
will to extend the concept
to the State as officials in
the department had resist-
ed its extension. “It was
just alack of will. If it could
succeed in Bengaluru
there is no reason for this
concept not being extend-
ed to other districts,”
sources in the department

Belagavi districts have

siastic to scale it up, I have

told The Hindu. “It worked

Source: The Hindu, p. 9, March. 16, 2024
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Electoral Bonds: Infra, power, pharma
cos among top corporate donors

Over 30 companies bought
bonds worth Rs 50 cr & above

v

SHAKSHI JAIN &
ARUP ROYCHOUDHURY
BENGALURU, DHNS

ome of India’s biggest
corporates across sectors
purchased electoralbonds
worth Rs 50 crore and above,
with companies from the in-
frastructure sector being the
largest buyers, as per the lists
submitted by the
State Bank of In-
dia to the Election
Commission, on
directions of the
Supreme Court.
An analysis of
the data on the
ECI website by DH shows that
the biggest donors in the in-
frastructure and construction
space accounted for Rs 2,272
crore by 12 companies. These

BOND
BUSTED

included Megha Engineering
(Rs 966 crore, thesecond larg-
estdonor overall), DLF Group
(Rs170crore), Rashmi Cement
(Rs 63.5 crore) and NCC Ltd
(Rs 60 crore),among others.
The power and mining sec-
tor contributed the second big-
gest chunk of bond purchases
over Rs 50 crore, with purchas-
esfrom Haldia Energy (Rs 395
. . crore), Western
UP Power Trans-
co (Rs 220 crore),
Dhariwal Infraand
Torrent Power Ltd.
From the mining
space, Vedanta Ltd
and Essel Mining
bought bonds worth a com-
bined Rs 624 crore.
In the gaming/lottery/gam-
bling space, just one company,
Future Gamingand Hotel Ser-

Electoral bonds data: Sectoral distribution

of top donors (Rs 50 cr and above)

Infrastructure: Power: Mining:

Megha Engineering Haldia Energy Vedanta Ltd

(Rs 966 cr), DLF (Rs395cr), (Rs 386 cr), Essel
Group (Rs 170 cr), Western UP Power Mining (Rs 238 cr)
Rashmi Cement Transmission —_—
(Rs 63.5cr), Sri (Rs 220 cr), Gaming:
Siddharth Infratech ~ Dhariwal Infra Future Gaming
(Rs 61 cr), NCC Ltd (Rs 115cr), and Hotel

(Rs 60 cr), Ramco Torrent Power Services

Cement (Rs 54 cr) (Rs 86.5 cr) (Rs 1,368 cr)

Healthcare/pharma: Yashoda Super Speciality Hospitals
(Rs 162 cr), Dr Reddy'’s Labs (Rs 80 cr), Natco Pharma (Rs
69.2 cr), Divi's Labs (Rs 55 cr), Aurobindo Pharma (Rs 52 cr)

vices Ltd, bought bonds worth
a staggering Rs 1,368 crore,
making it the largest buyer of
bonds. In total, around 1,300
entities bought Rs 12,155
crore worth of bonds since the
scheme’sinception in 2019.
Another big contributor
was healthcare and pharma.
The biggest donors includ-
ed Yashoda Super Speciality
Hospitals (Rs 162 crore), Dr
Reddy’s Laboratories (Rs 80

Source: Deccan Herald, p.12, March, 16, 2024
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crore), Natco Pharma (Rs69.2
crore), Divi’s Laboratories (Rs
55 crore) and Aurobindo Phar-
ma (Rs 52 crore).

In the telecom space, Bharti
Airtel, through its subsidiaries
bought Rs 247 crore worth of
bonds while the biggest donors
in the financial services sector
included Prarambh Securities
(Rs 78 crore) and Infina Fi-
nance (Rs 60 crore).

Among the individual do-

nors, there are some well
known titans of the corporate
world as well. Lakshmi Niwas
Mittal, Executive Chairman
of ArcelorMittal, bought
bonds worth Rs 35 crore,
InterGlobe promoter Rahul
Bhatia procured bonds worth
Rs 20 crore, Biocon founder
Kiran Mazumdar Shaw made
purchases worth Rs 6 crore,
while Polycab Chairman Inder
Thakurdas Jaisinghani bought
bonds worth Rs 14 crore.

Incidentally, the third
biggest donor overall, Qwik
Supply Chain Pvt Ltd, which
bought bonds worth Rs 410
crore, is said to have links with
Reliance Industries. However,
the conglomerate’s spokesper-
son told news agency PTI that
Qwik Supplyisnotasubsidiary
ofany Reliance company.

Somewellknown corporate
names also purchased bonds
inlesser amounts. InterGlobe
(which does business as Indi-
go) purchased electoralbonds
worth Rs 36 crore and Bajaj
Auto bought bonds worth Rs
18 crore, as per DH’s examina-
tion of the data.



Lok Sabha elections in two phases
in State on April 26 and May 7

To increase voter turnout, 5000 polling booths are being focused on in Kalyana Karnataka and in BBMP areas

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he Parliamentary
T polls in Karnataka
will be held in two

phases with 14 constituen-
cies going to polls in each
phase. While 14 constituen-
cies in South Karnataka
will go to polls on April 26
(as part of the second
phase nationally), the oth-
er 14 constituencies in
North Karnataka will go to
polls on May 7 (as part of
third phase nationally.)

The Election Commis-
sion will be issuing notifi-
cation for the second
phase of polling on March
28, and the notification for
the third phase of voting
will be issued on April 12.
Of the 28 constituencies in
the State, five are reserved
for Scheduled Castes while
two are reserved for sche-
duled Tribes.

There are a total of
about 5.42 crore eligible
voters in the State, an in-
crease by 6% over the elec-
toral roll of 2019 parlia-
mentary elections with an
addition of nearly 32.53
lakh voters, Chief Electoral
Officer Manoj Kumar Mee-
na told presspersons here
on Saturday. After the final
roll was published in Janu-
ary 2024, 4.22 lakh voters
have been added, he said.

In a bid to increase voter
turnout, as many as 5,000
polling booths are being fo-
cused on in Kalyana Karna-
taka and in BBMP areas
that had seen lower voter
turnout, especially target-
ing those booths that re-
ported less than 30% voter
turnout in the last elec-
tions. In BBMP limits
alone, 3,000 such polling
stations have been identi-
fied and we are trying to
provide better facilities to
improve voting percen-
tage.

The election officials

Karnataka Lok Sabha

elections

Constituencies in
Karnataka going for
polls in third phase

L Chikkodi

° Belagavi

Uttara
LERNIELE]

Shivamogga

Udupi-
Chikkamagaluru

Dakshina
Kannada

Total number
election personnel: &

3.51 lakh

Total number of polling
stations: 58,834, including
37,152 rural polling statiens

Hassan

Mysuru

Kalabura X [ ]

Male voters
2,71,21,407
3

!

Total number of voters

5,42,08,088

Female voters
2,70, 81,748

y
/ -
@ Third Gender ]
wvoters
4,933

Raichur (ST)

Ballari (ST) ’

Bengalu

Service voters
46,412, including 3,200, including
1,599 women

Cc‘é-' North
R

"3

Overseas voters

904 women

Overseas voters 3,200, including 904 women

Young voters (18-19 years) 11,24,622

Constituencies in
Karnataka going for
the polls in second
phase on April 26

Voters aged 85 and
above 5,70,168

Persons with

Disabilities
Chitradurga (SC;
i 6,12,154
& Gender ratio 999
\\.QQ
Tumakuru & Bengaluru

EhES) Constituency with

highest number of
voters: Bengaluru
North (31,74,008)

T o
?::?:I“'“ Constituency with
Iowestnumber(_:f
Chamarajanagar (SC) Chil:l:;e;:al;:ﬂl'::
(15,72,958)

will also approach 5.7 lakh
elderly and 6.12 lakh per-
sons with disabilities, who
are eligible to vote from
home, to seek their option
whether they would want
to vote from home or vote
from polling booths. “We
will also seek what kind of
facilities they would re-
quire, including transpor-
tation, magnifying glass,
and wheelchair, among
others,” he added.

There will be a total of
1,808 model polling sta-
tions, including five Sakhi
booths to be managed by
women in every Assembly

constituency, one booth
each in Assembly consti-
tuency to be managed by
persons with disabilities
and young officials. About
40 ethnic polling stations
and 200 theme-based poll-
ing booths will be
established.

The Chief Electoral Of-
ficer said that the vigilance
in the State had already
started on August 1 and so
far 3537 crore worth of
cash and other goods had
been seized and 4,678 FIRs
registered by 14 State and
Central agencies.

They include %151 crore

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, March. 17, 2024
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cash, T2 crore worth of li-
quor, 126 crore worth of
drugs, and 71 crore worth
of gold jewellery. Though
these seizures are not di-
rectly connected to the
model code of conduct, he
said that based on the in-
formation, the sources of
these are now known. “We
are trying to curb these ac-
tivities. We have informa-
tion on drug, liquor, and
money networks.” He also
said that the Election Com-
mission will keep an eye on
digital transactions, and
banks have been asked to
provide information on

Byelection
on May 7

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The byelection to Shorapu-
ra (Surpur) Assembly con-
stituency (reserved for ST)
in Yadgir district will be
held as part of the Phase 3
elections on May 7. The
byelection has been neces-
sitated following the de-
mise of Congress legislator
Raja Venkatappa Naik re-
cently. The results will be
known on June 4.

Registration
still open

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Those not in the electoral
roll can still register and
vote in the forthcoming
Lok Sabha election. Form
6 to include the name and
Form 8 to make changes
can be done made till 10
days before the last date of
nomination.

Also, those turning 18
years before March 31 can
make advance applications
and eligible names will be
included the electoral list.
The Election Commission
has so far received 50,000
advance applications.

suspicious digital transac-
tions at the district level.

He also clarified that
there is no bar in imple-
menting drought relief
work, but should not be
done to swing votes. “At
the district level, officers
will be holding meetings to
oversee drought relief. It is
the responsibility of the go-
vernment.”



Has recovered close
t01,010.71 acres worth
Rs 4,089.81cr

ed 10 a number of flaws in the system and
npined that (hcre isa need torevamp the or-

son or establishment against whom there is
a complaint and threaten them with action.
Many of !heolf'cers \'oluntanl)' offer to close

stepsinpr

NRRamesh, former BBM PL()unmlInr sanl
that the majority of his complaints have not
b institution has failed

theca: ibe. Hence, BMTF is
notable toperform,”N R Ramesh said.
Pointing out how corrupt the officials in

v

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

ver the last five years, the Bangalore
Metropolitan Task Force (BMTF) has
handled close to 309 cases and sur-
ingly the majority of the cases pertain to
illegal water connections. While the BMTF
was constituted with the main objective of
protecting government land and removing
encroachments, only 50 such cases have
been taken up so far and the BMTF has been
successful in recovering close to 1,000 acres
ofland.
The BMTF

todeliver justice.
“Of the 81 complaints I have filed with
d

the ar NK.acity-
based advocate who has filed a petition with
the state in! lﬂl'l'ﬂ'l[lO“ (‘OITHTIISSIOH 1ga|nsl

BMTF, 63 of them have not been add!
5 i T .

the BMTF for denying nforn the

no will in disposing of these cases and there
is hardly any action on the encroachers,” he

Wh:le the delay in investigating is a prob-
lem, Amaresh, a RTT activistsaid that the big-
gerproblemwas that the BMTF many times
closed off cases without the consent of the
cump]dlm\m

RTIAct,said that

bribes for cases which do not even fall under
the| jurlsdlmun of BMTF.

r instance, complaints on violation of
bunldmg bye-laws do not come under their
jurisdicn‘m\. Butin many cases, they receive

tothebuilderand demand abribe. Thisis the
level of corruption,”he said.

“Atleast threeof

closedbyjust filinga Breport. Thcy havenot niedinfor
contacted me or briefed me on why the case i
thelarge wasclused A inant, Ihavetheright ~parency

thathewasde-

number ofillegal water connection cases was

due to the nature of the complaint. “Itis eas-

ier and more rampantacross the city. Hence

there are more complaints on illegal water
s h 5

toknow why the case was closed. But, BMTF
does not follow any of these procedures,” he
said.

Most of the petitioners pointed out ram-

{

“I have now filed an appeal with the state
information commission. If there were no
misdeeds, they should be open to providing
theinformationsinceitisa publicentity. Fail-

, ADGP,

uretoput

BMTEF, told DH.
However,

thatthe system needs to be cleaned up.

\

Whenever P

that a lot is happening inside the organisa-
tion,”hesaid.

Cases registered over the last five years

angalore <«—: Karnataka
Melrouolltan Land Revenue
Region ﬁﬁ!’ Act, 1964

Development

Authority Act, ;aurr:‘i::’a(la
Total
309 Corporations
" Ba"snlmie Act, 1976
ater Supply Bangalore
and Sewerage Development
Act, 1964 Act, 1976

Atale oftwo crises: BMTF confrontsflood
of i]legal connectionsand drought of action

LANDRECOVERED

= Between 2018 and
2021, BMTF collected
Rs 24,81 cr by acting
against illegal water
connections and the
same was transferred
foBWSSB.
= Till date, BMTF has
recovered close to
1,010.71 acres of land
worth Rs 4,089.81 cr

Cha]lengm aplenty

violation.

anum-
ber of concerns on how the organisa-
tion was being run, Seemanth Kumar

it
people may think thereisadelay,” he

Singh, ADGP, BMTF, said that there Reﬁmllgal.legatlonsﬂm( the depart-
theywere  ment ser
doing theirbest. their, Jumdlcnoll,Smgh said that they
‘Every time h imited jurisdicti ‘make
ment i h: k sure they i
h contact h
reoonlsvenfed We will it f th
verifyiftherei: i d t.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4,

March, 17, 2024
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Arobustadpolicy
for Brand B'luru

Alotdependsona
transparent
licensing procedure
and effective
enforcement

RAGHUNANDAN SRIRAM

n the budget speech for
12024-25, the Govern-

ment of Karnataka an-
nounced thatarevised adver-
tisement policy for Bengaluru
would be adopted soon. The
past few years have witnessed
protracted litigation in the
Karnataka High Courton the
proliferation of unauthorised
billboardsin thecity, including
adirection tothestategovern-
ment on August 28, 2023, to
formulateadvertisementrules
accordingly.

The regulation of outdoor
advertising in Bengaluru
has had a chequered histo-
ry. The BBMP Advertise-
ment Bye-Laws, 2006, wasthe
first attempt to regulate out-
dooradvertisingatthemunici-
palleveland generaterevenue
from the lease of advertising
rights. In 2018, the BBMP
Counciladopted the Outdoor
Signageand Public Messaging
Bye-Laws, 2018, replacingthe
2006 bye-laws and banning
commercial hoardings in the
city onall public rights-of-way
on environmental and safety
grounds. Both the 2006 and
the 2018 bye-laws wereissued
by the BBMP in exercise of
its powers under Section 134
of the Karnataka Municipal
Corporations Act, 1976. The
BBMP Act, enacted in 2020
exclusively for the govern-
ance of Bengaluru, provided
for the BBMP to regulate
out-of-home advertisements,
through Section157 of theleg-
islation. However, in 2021, the
state government exercised
its own rulemaking powers
under the Act to publish
the BBMP Advertisement
Rules, 2021, which sought to
reverse the ban on commer-
cial hoardings. Public back-
lash over the proposal led to
theretraction of the proposed
rulesand thereinstatementof
the 2018 bye-laws.

The most misused provi-
sion of the 2018 bye-laws isan
exemption clause that allows
‘sponsored advertisements’
tobeerected by private finan-
ciers of public infrastructure
suchasbussheltersand public
toilets. This loophole has led
to the development of public
infrastructure by private en-
tities solely for the purpose of
attendant advertising rights,
and withoutduescrutiny ofits
necessity or desirability.

Given that the licensing
of outdoor advertisements
is an important source of
municipal revenue, the deci-
sion to formulate a new pol-
icy is indeed a welcome one.
However, the success of the
new policy would hinge on
three planks: A hassle-free
and transparent licensing
procedure, restrictions in the
interests of road safety, envi-
ronmental and other consid-
erations, and finally, an effec-
tiveenforcement mechanism.

A liberal process for ob-
taining licences would add
greatly to the city’s coffers.
The 2021 Rules provided
for a single-window system,
which would go along way in
cutting thered tape in obtain-
ing the requisite clearances
from different departments.
The Rules also provided for a
competitive bidding process
for obtaining advertising
rights, with base prices fixed
onthebasisoflocalityand the
volume of road traffic. Above
all, the entire licensing pro-
cedure ought to be digitised
and transparent to minimise
thescopefor corruptioninthe
grantof permits.

The need to enhance mu-
nicipal revenue mustnotover-
rideother considerations that
are equally important for the
welfare of the city,as hasbeen
recognised in other regula-
tions such as the Delhi Out-
door Advertising Policy, 2017.
The proposed rules must
prohibit dynamic displays
on digital billboards on the
grounds of road traffic safety
since multiple studies have
indicated a correlation be-
tween visual clutter and road
accidents. As recently as last
month, the high court issued
notice to the state govern-
mentina petitionseeking the
regulation of LED billboards
in the city in the interests of
road safety. Advertisements
must also be prohibited in
areas declared as ‘protected
areas’ under the Karnataka
Ancient and Historical Mon-
uments and Archaeological
Sites and Remains Act, 1961,
and ‘heritage precincts’ no-
tified under the BBMP Act,
2020. The policy ought also
to contain restrictions on the
materials used for hoardings
since PVC hoardings are a
large source of plastic pol-
lution and pose major waste
disposal problems. Finally,
the new policy must include
contentregulationssimilarto
those contained in the earlier
bye-laws since unlike other
forms of advertising, outdoor
advertisements are visible to
all persons on public roads,
including children.

Lastly, the policy mustinsti-
tute a robust monitoring and
enforcement mechanism.
The high court has recom-
mended that QR codes be
embossed on all authorised
billboards as has been at-
tempted in Mumbai. These
would allow anyone to access
details such as permit num-
ber, time period of permit,
etc. Municipal functionaries
must also be empowered to
take prompt action against
violations and levy penalties.

The saga of unauthorised
billboards in the city has gone
on for far too long. It is hoped
that the state government’s
new policy will strike a fair
balance between the compet-
ing objectives of revenue gen-
eration on the one hand, and
theimperativesofroad safety,
urban heritage conservation,
environmental sustainability
and aesthetic considerations
ontheother.

(Thewriterisa Research
Fellow, Vidhi Centre for
Legal Policv)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, March, 18, 2024
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Bonds in buckets: who got how much in the first two years

A look at the donors and political parties that encashed electoral bonds in four periods between April 12, 2019 and April 19, 2021

Details of bond purchases and encashments

Last week, the Election Commission of India (ECI) put up the list of donors who purchased electoral bonds and the political parties that encashed them. On Monday, the Supreme Court asked the State of Bank
of India to make a “complete disclosure” of electoral bonds data including their unique hidden serial numbers by Thursday. While the numbers that link the purchasers and the donors are awaited, the following
tables take a look at the share of bonds purchased and encashed across various dates, for which information is currently available in the public domain. By Rebecca Rose Varghese and Gautam Doshi

2019 LS polls: The table looks at the compa-
niesfindividuals with the highest share in total
electoral bonds purchased between April 12,
2019 and May 10, 2019 coinciding with the 2019
Lok Sabha elections. It also looks at the parties
that got the highest share of the bonds enca-
shed between April 12,2019 and May 22, 2019

% of total
purchase

Companies that bought
electoral bonds

Keventer Foodpark Infra

Haryana, Maharashtra, Jharkhand, Delhi polls: The table
looks at the companies/individuals with the highest share
in total electoral bonds purchased between July 5, 2019
and January 22, 2020, just before and during polls in these
States. It also looks at the parties that got the highest
share of the electoral bonds encashed between July 11,
2019 and February 3, 2020

% of total
purchase

Companies that bought electoral
bonds

Infina Finance

Oct.-Nov. 2020: The table looks at the companies/

individuals with the highest share in total electoral
bonds purchased between October 19, 2020 and
October 28, 2020. It also looks at the parties with
the highest share in the electoral bonds encashed
between October 22, 2020 and November 7, 2020.
This period also coincided with the Bihar elections

% of total
purchase

Companies that bought electoral
bonds

Future Gaming and Hotel Services

Madanlal Ltd. DLF Commercial Developers MEIL 7.1%
MEIL" 8.4% Avees Trading Finance 6.7% Essel Mining & Industries 7.1%
Essel Mining & Industries 3.4% NCC Ltd. 5.6% Haldia Energy 5.3%
Vedanta 3.3% Navayuga Engineering Company 4.2% Utkal Alumina International 3.5%
PHL Finivest 2.7% CiplaLtd. 4.2% Ultra Tech Cement 3.5%
Lakshmi Niwas Mittal 2.4% MKJ Enterprises 4% Grasim Industries 3.5%
Sun Pharma 2.1% Kaypee Enterprises 3.9% SN Mohanty (individual) 28%
Navayuga Engineering 2.0% UPL Ltd. 2.8% Welspun Corporation 25%
Company Torrent Power 26% Penguin Trading & Agencies 1.8%
Interglobe Real Estate 1.3% SDC A Jindal Saw 1.8%
Grasim Industries 1.3% Raju Kumar Sharma 2 G RInfraprojects 1.8%
Finolex Cables 1.3%
DLF Luxury Homes. 2.8% Ardent Steel 1.4%
Bajaj Finance 13% Apco Infratech 2.8% Genus Power Infrastructures 1.1%
Haldia Eners 1% jaj
! crey Haldia Energy 1.9% Bajaj Auto Ltd.
Bharti Airtel 1% Mahalaxmi Vidyut Pyt Ltd AT Parties that encashed electoral % of total
Parties that encashed % of total — - bond? ncehied
electoral bonds encashed Ultra Tech Cement 14% YSR Congress Party
Bharatiya Janata Party Torrent Pharmaceuticals 1.4% DMK
Congress 8% Prestige Southcity Holdings 1.4% Biju Janata Dal
AllIndia Trinamool 5% Prestige Notting Hill Investments 1.4% Bharatiya Janata Party 1.4%
Congress Parties that encashed electoral % of total All India Trinamool Congress 6.2%
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 1.8% bonds encashed
Bh iva J S Congress 1.1%
ti ta Part:
= Keventer Foodpark Infra bought T195 crore aratlya Janata Farty Aam Aadmi Party 1.1%
worth of bonds (13.1% of total purchases in All India Trinamool Congress 13.3% - -
the period), bﬂgwed by Madarﬁal’ud (12.5%) L  Future Gaming and Hotel Services formed 53.1%
S . R Biju Janata Dal 5.6% of total purchases in the period, followed by
and Megha Engineering and Infrastructures’ Megha Engineering and Infrastructures (7.1%). In
(8.4%). In case of parties, the BJP encashed Shiv Sena 4.7% i £ 9 9 s share was
21,771.5 crore worth of electoral bonds in the case of parties, VSR Congress Party’s share was
S Nationalist Congress Party 3.2% 31.5% of the total bonds encashed followed by
period (84% of bonds encashed) followed by the » g
Congress at 8% Congress 2.9% Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam'’s 28.3% and Biju
- Janata Dal’s 23.7%

u [tis important te note that in this bucket, the
full list of donors has not been revealed yet. For
instance, parties could have encashed some
amount of the bonds that they received in the
15 days before April 12, 2019 as well

= The share of Infina Finance was 9.8% of total purchases

in the period, followed by DLF Commercial Developers Ltd.

(8.4%). In case of parties, BJP's share was 70.5% of the

= The donor and purchaser lists were sourced from
the ECI’s disclosure on March 14

rebecca, co.in,

total bonds encashed followed by the All India
Congress at 13.3%

gautam.doshi@thehindu.co.in

Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Puducherry
The table looks at the companies/individuals with

the highest share in total electoral bonds purchased
between January 4, 2021 and April 9, 2021. It also
looks at the parties with the highest share in the
electoral bonds encashed between January 7, 2021
and April 19, 2021. The period coincides with the State
elections in Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal,
and Puducherry

% of total
purchase

Companies that bought electoral
bonds

Future Gaming and Hotel Services

MEIL 10.6%
Haldia Energy 7.5%
Essel Mining & Industries 7.4%
Rungta Sons Pvt..Ltd. 6.8%
Phillips Carbon Black 4.1%
Honeywell Properties 4.1%
Bharti Telemedia 4.1%
Vedanta 3.4%
Infina Finance 3.4%
Rahul Bhatia 2.7%
Chander Commercials 2.7%
Misrilall Mines 2%
DLF Commercial Developers 1.4%
Torrent Power 1%
Torrent Pharmaceuticals 1%
Parties that encashed electoral % of total
bonds encashed
Bharatiya Janata Party

Biju Janata Dal 15.7%
DMK 14.4%
AllIndia Trinamool Congress 11%
YSR Congress Party 8.9%
Congress 8.9%

= Future Gaming and Hotel Services formed 14.8%

of total purchases in the period, followed by Megha
Engineering and Infrastructures (10.6%), Haldia Energy
(7.5%), Essel mining at 7.4% and Rungta Sons (6.8%).
In case of parties, Bharatiya Janata Party’s share was
39.7% of the total bonds encashed followed by the Biju
Janata Dal’s 15.7%, Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam's
14.4% and All India Trinamool Congress’ 11%

Source: The Hindu, p. 9, March. 19, 2024
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Bonds in buckets: who got how much in the last two years

Alook at the donors and political parties that encashed electoral bonds in four periods between July 2, 2021 and January 24, 2024

Details of bond purchases and encashments

The Data Point published on March 19 listed the companies that purcashed bonds and the parties that encashed them in the first two years between April 12, 2019 and April 19, 2021. The following tables look at the
share of bonds purchased and encashed in the last two years between July 2, 2021 and January 24, 2024, for which information is currently available in the public domain. On March 14, the Election Commission

of India disclosed the list of donors who purchased electoral bonds and the political parties that encashed them. On Monday, the Supreme Court asked the State Bank of India to make a “complete disclosure” of
electoral bonds data including their unique hidden serial numbers by Thursday. The numbers that link the purchasers and the donors are awaited. By Rebecca Rose Varghese and Gautam Doshi

July 2021-January 2022: The table looks at the
companies/individuals with the highest share in
total electoral bonds purchased between July 2,
2021 and January 10, 2022. It also looks at the
parties that got the highest share of the
electoral bonds encashed between July 9, 2021
and January 24, 2022. This period coincides
with the State elections in Uttarakhand, Punjab,
U.P., Goa and Manipur

Companies that bought
electoral bonds

% of total
purchase

Future Gaming and Hotel Services

April 2022-April 2023: The table looks at the
companies/individuals with the highest share in
total electoral bonds purchased between April 2,
2022 and April 12,2023. It also looks at the parties
that got the highest share of the electoral bonds
encashed between April 6, 2022 and April 26, 2023,
This period coincides with the State elections in
Himachal, Gujarat, Tripura, Meghalaya, Nagaland
and Karnataka

Companies that bought
electoral bonds

% of total
purchase

Future Gaming and Hotel Services

July 2023-November 2023: The table looks at the
companiesfindividuals with the highest share in
total electoral bonds purchased between July 3,
2023 and November 20, 2023. It also looks at the
parties that got the highest share of the electoral
bonds encashed between July 7, 2023 and Decem-
ber 4,2023. This period coincides with the State
elections in Chhattisgarh, Mizoram, M.P., Rajasthan
and Telangana

Companies that bought electoral
bonds

MEIL*

% of total
purchase

January 2024:

The table looks at the cempanies/individuals
with the highest share in total electoral bonds
purchased between January 3, 2024 and
January 11, 2024. It also looks at the parties
that got the highest share of the electoral
bonds encashed between January 8, 2024 and
January 24, 2024, just a few months before the
Lok Sabha elections

Companies that bought electoral
bonds

% of total
purchase

Future Gaming and Hotel Services

Qwik Supply Chain 11.9% MEIL* 8.8% Western UP Power Transmission Co. Rungta Sons Pvt. Ltd.

MEIL 8.6% Vedanta 4.1% Future Gaming and Hotel Services 4.5% Bharti Airtel

Vedanta 5% Qwik Supply Chain 33% Utkal Alumina International 3.4% Shirdi Sai Electricals 7%
Haldia Energy 4.3% Haldia Energy 3.2% Jindal Steel and Power 3.3% Haldia Energy 6.1%
Essel Mining & Industries 2.5% Yashoda Super Speciality Hospital 2.6% Bharti Airtel 3.1% Western Up Power Transmission Co. 5.2%
DLF Commercial Developers 2.5% Dhariwal Infrastructure 1.7% Vedanta 2.4% Torrent Pharmaceuticals 4.5%
MKJ Enterprises 2.5% MKJ Enterprises L1.6% MKJ Enterprises 2.3% Torrent Power 4.4%
Prarambh Securities 2.1% Birla Carbon India 1.5% B G Shirke Construction Technology 2.1% B G Shirke Construction Technology 4.4%
Chennai Green Woods 2% United Phosphorus India 1.3% Divis Laboratories 1.9% Natco Pharma 3.7%
SWAL Corparation 1.5% Essel Mining & Industries 1.3% Quik Supply Chain 1.7% Genus Power Infrastructures 2.6%
S N Mohanty (Individual) 1.5% Chennai Green Woods 1.3% Birla Carben India 1.7% TVS Motor Company 1.7%
Modern Road Makers 1.3% Dr. Reddy's Lab 1.2% Yashoda Super Speciality Hospital 1.6% IFB Agro Industries 1.7%
IFB Agro Industries 1.2% Rithwik Projects 1.2% Haldia Energy 1.5% Dr. Reddy's Laboratories 17%
Rashmi Metaliks 1.1% DLF Commercial Developers 1.1% Avees Trading Finance 1.4% Bharat Biotech International 1.7%
Torrent Power 1% Parties that encashed % of total Sasmal Infrastructure 1.2%

Dhariwal Infrastructure 1% Slectorstbonds sncashed Parties that encashed electoral % of total Sl =

Parties that encashed

% of total

Bharatiya Janata Party

bonds encashed

electoral bonds encashed Bharat Rashtra Samithi 16.5% Bharatiya Janata Party

Bharatiya Janata Party All India Trinamool Congress 13.6% Congress 20.3%
AllIndia Trinamool Congress 24% Congress 9.6% Bharat Rashtra Samithi 13.6%
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 10.1% Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 6% All India Trinamool Congress 9.9%
Congress 9% Biju Janata Dal 4.4% Biju Janata Dal 7.8%
Biju Janata Dal 8.8% YSR Congress Party 2.3% YSR Congress Party 2.8%
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 1.7% Telugu Desam Party 1.8% Shiv Sena 2.4%
Shiv Sena 1.5% Aam Aadmi Party 1.2% Rashtriya Janata Dal 1.8%

® Future Gaming and Hotel Services bought

7435 crore worth of electoral bonds (22% in total
purchases in the period), followed by Qwik Supply
Chain (11.9%) and Megha Engineering and Infra-
structures Ltd."(8.6%). In case of parties, the BJP
encashed ¥742.2 crore worth of electoral bonds in
the period (37.5% of the bonds encashed), followed
by the AITC (24%)

u Future Gaming and Hotel Services bought 478
crore worth of electoral bonds (12.7% in total
purchases in the period), followed by Megha
Engineering and Infrastructures Ltd.*(8.8%) and
Vedanta (4.1%). In case of parties, the BJP enca-
shed 31,628 crore worth of electoral bonds in the
period (43.2% of the bonds encashed), followed by
the BRS (16.5%)

® Megha Engineering and Infrastructures Ltd.” bought
7235 crare worth of electoral bonds (7.9% in total
purchases in the period), followed by its subsidiary
Western UP Power Transmission (6.4%) and Future
Gaming and Hotel Services (4.5%). In case of parties,
the BJP encashed 31,149.3 crore worth of efectoral
bonds in the period (38.7% of the bonds encashed),
followed by the Congress at 20.3%

% of total
encashed

Parties that encashed
electoral bonds

Bharatiya Janata Party

All India Trinamool Congress 22.9%
Telugu Desam Party 20.7%
Congress 6.3%
Shiv Sena 4.4%
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 3.5%
Jana Sena Party 3.0%
Rashtriya Janata Dal 2.6%

= Future Gaming and Hotel Services bought 363 crore
worth of electoral bonds (11% in total purchases in
the period), followed by Rungta Sons Pvt. Ltd. (8.7%)
and Bharti Airtel (8.7%). in case of parties, the BJP
encashed 2202 crore worth of electoral bonds in the
period (35.4% of the bonds encashed), followed by
the AITC (22.9%)

Source: The Hindu, p. 12, March. 20, 2024
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BWSSB seeks CSR funds to take
up innovative water projects

It wants corporates to work on new technologies that will treat sewage in SWDs itself before it reaches lake

WATER WOES

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

midst a severe
A drinking water cri-
sis, Bangalore Wa-

ter Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB) has called
for Expression of Interest
(EOI) from corporates to
take up projects with new
cutting-edge technologies
to alleviate the water situa-
tion in the city under their
Corporate Social Responsi-
bility (CSR) funds.

The public notification
says this initiative aims to
collaborate on “the deve-
lopment of bio-retention
systems and preservation
of rainwater, the introduc-
tion of natural filtration in
Storm  Water  Drains
(SWDs), and the integra-
tion of green infrastructure
with water and sewage
treatment plants, thereby
establishing global gold
standards in urban water
management”.

One of the major rea-
sons for severe fall in un-
derground water table le-
vels and drying up of

"5 b

Residents of Bangarappanaar fetghing drinking water supplied by BWSSB. A maj

underground water table levels and drying up of borewells is waterless lakes, experts say. K. MURALI KUMAR

borewells is waterless
lakes, experts say.

As many lakes are under
rejuvenation or have com-
pleted rejuvenation works,
agencies have diverted
sewage water away from
the lakes, even as rainwa-
ter hasn’t filled up these
lakes due to a failed mon-
soon in 2023.

In a first step to correct
this, Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah has now an-
nounced that 14 lakes in
the city will be filled up
with treated water on the

lines of the KC Valley pro-
ject. This will improve un-
derground water table le-
vels around these lakes, it
is hoped.

The projects that
BWSSB now wants corpo-
rates to work on under
their CSR funds are new
technologies that will re-
mediate and treat sewage
water to some extent in the
SWDs itself before they
reach the lake.

“If we can do this, like
many other cities in the
world, we need not divert

sewage water away from
the lakes even if there are
no STPs and this will en-
sure water in the lakes,” a
senior BWSSB official said.

Pilot projects

“Many companies have
come to us with new tech-
nologies to remediate sew-
age water in SWDs and that
they have done it in other
cities. We are not in a posi-
tion to choose the best
technology. So we have
called for this EOI under
CSR funds,” K.N. Rajiv,

or reason for severe fall in

Chief Engineer (Projects),
BWSSB.

“There are several tech-
nologies implemented el-
sewhere which remediate
sewage water in SWDs be-
fore entering lakes. Apart
from natural filters that re-
move solids, there are bio-
technologies where bacte-
ria are introduced into the
water and they break
down carbon, reduce Bio-
chemical Oxygen Demand
(BOD) in the water. If we
build brick walls it will pro-
vide surface area for these
bacteria to grow and pro-
vide more time and con-
tact for them to remediate
the sewage water,” said wa-
ter conservationist S. Vish-
wanath.

Meanwhile, the public
notice also calls for pro-
jects, including green in-
frastructure for water and
sewage treatment. This
pertains to artificially
creating constructed wet-
lands in the lakebed area,
which will act as an addi-
tional layer of bioremedia-
tion.

BWSSB is also seeking
CSR funds from corporates
to implement rainwater
harvesting in public spaces.

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 20, 2024

Over 39,000 residential buildings regularly fined by
BWSSB for failing to implement rainwater harvesting

In 2009, the water supply board ordered that it was mandatory to either recharge rainwater or store it in a sump or a tank, for new residences constructed on a 30x40 ft site

WATER WOES

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

espite  several
awareness  pro-
grammes and pe-

nalisation by the Bangalore
Water Supply and Sewer-
age Board (BWSSB), the re-
sidents of Bengaluru re-
main reluctant when it
comes to implementing
rainwater harvesting
(RWH) owing to infrastruc-
ture constraints.

According to the latest
data provided by BWSSB,
1,96,591 residential build-
ings have implemented
RWH systems and 39,213
buildings have not, despite
being penalised every
month. Since July 2016, the
Board has been collecting
21.98 crore - 22 crore as pe-
nalty for non-implementa-
tion of RWH in residential
buildings, every month.

In 2009, the Board or-
dered that it was mandato-
ry to either recharge
groundwater table by har-

BWSSB officials expect more implementation of RWH systems in

the city going forward. FiLt PHOTO

vesting rainwater or store
it in a sump or a tank, for
new residences construct-
ed on a 30x40 feet site.
The Bengaluru Water Sup-

{ =

ply and Sewerage (Amend-
ment) Act, 2021 made it
compulsory for even old
constructions on 60x40
feet and above sites to in-

Implementation

of RWH

Residential buildings with RWH
1,96,591

Residential buildings without
RwWH 39,213

Penalty collected for non-
implementation of RWH
%1.98 - 2 crore per month

Source: BWSSH

stall RWH systems. “Peo-
ple are ready to pay penal-
ty, but not to implement
RWH systems,” said Sanath
Kumar, Additional Chief
Engineer, Quality and As-
surance Department,
BWSSB. He said that while
newer residences are more
compliant with the rules as
their plans do not get sanc-
tioned without RWH, it is
the older building owners
who are more reluctant.
“The ones who had
built houses before the
rules came into place,
usually say that they have
space constraints as they
had already constructed
the house on the entire site

with no empty space for
RWH. We are trying to edu-
cate them. Even then,
some people neglect it and
keep paying penalty,” Mr.
Kumar added.

With more awareness,
BWSSB officials expect
more i ion of

Defunct borewells to be
used as recharging pits

The Hindu Bureau

RWH systems in the city
going forward. “Under
new rules which are in ef-
fect from March 15, we do
not allow people to drill
borewells if they do not
have RWH systems,” Mr.
Kumar said.

As Bengaluru battles
water crisis currently, resi-
dents who had previously
installed RWH systems
vouch for its benefits.
“Since the construction of
our house, we are harvest-
ing rainwater, ensuring a
consistent  water supply
despite the persistent wa-
ter scarcity in surrounding
areas. We have been living
here for more than a de-
cade and have never had to
call for a water tanker or
depend on Cauvery water
supply,” said Gururaj B., a
resident of R.R. Nagar.

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 21, 2024
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BENGALURU

Amidst the ongoing water
crisis in Bengaluru, the
Bangalore Water Supply
and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB) will now convert
all it’s dry and defunct bo-
rewells into recharging pits
to increase groundwater
levels.

In a recently held press
conference, Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah had said that
out of 14,000 government
borewells in the city, 6,900
have dried up.

On Wednesday, V. Ram-
prasath Manohar, Chair-
man, BWSSB, said that
maintenance of the bore-
wells which come under
it is the water supply
board’s priority.

“For this purpose, we
have to strategically repair

Ofthe 14,

inthe city, 6,00 h

FILE PHOTO

the borewells. We will con-
vert the borewells i i
the water availabil
into recharge pits.
also instructed officials to
ask plumbers in their res-
pective zones to take up va-
rious works under which
completely dried up bore-

dried up.

wells can be used for
groundwater recharging,”
Mr. Manohar said.

The BWSSB also con-
ducted a training session
for plumbers from all
zones on Wednesday on
recharging procedure for
defunct borewells.



Pay 40% of guidance value
to build extra floors

Amended rules will be
applicable across state

NAVEEN MENEZES
BENGALURU DHNS

1 4 I "he state government
has introduced draft
rules allowing addition-

alfloorstobe constructed fora

premium.

The Urban Development
Department published the
draft rules on March 16. The
rules — expected to be pub-
lished in the official gazette
after the Lok Sabha elections
— will help big builders and
small-plot owners construct
an additional 40% of built-
up space. The beneficiary
will have to pay 40% of the
guidance value.

The Karnataka Planning
Authorities (Amendment)
Rules, 2024, will beapplicable
across Karnataka, including
Bengaluru.

The zonal regulations of
the approved master plan will
form the basis for allowing the
premium Floor Area Ratio
(FAR). This means any FAR

beyond the permissible limits
will not be allowed along nar-
rowroads. Wherever allowed,
the number of additional
floors will be determined by
the plotsize.

For example, two extra
floors (of 500 square me-
tres each) can be built on a
1,000-square metre plot with
aguidancevalue of Rs 50,000
per metre provided the build-
er or property owner pays
Rs 2 crore as premium FAR
charges.

D Vishnuvardhana Reddy,
a former member of the Kar-
nataka Real Estate Regulato-
ry Authority (RERA), said the
planning authority and the
local body should notify the
maximum permissible premi-
umFARineacharea, withthe
other applicable conditions,
to ensure transparency in the
whole process.

“The success of the whole
scheme will depend on the
difference between the land’s
guidance value and market

! :
Floor arearatio beyond the permissible limits will not be

allowed along narrow roads. bH FILE PHOTO

BY THE NUMBERS

Area of the Guidance value of the developed
building site: site at the plot:
1,000 sqmetre | Rs 50,000 per sq metre

Value of the plot: Rs 5,00,00,000.00

Ordinarily permissible |

FARasperzonal = 10

regulations: 2.5

Area of each floor: |
500 sq metre

Allowable total built-up area:
00 X 2.5+2500 sq metre

(Permissible FAR)

Additional FAR area required:
1,000 sq metre as premium FAR

Co;erage: | Permissible | Number of extra floors desired

i

| number of |
. floors:5 |

value. The greater the differ-
ence, thehighertheincentive,”
he said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, March, 21, 2024
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by the developer: 2
(for illustration purposes)

Henoted that thedraftrules
would positivelyimpact the re-
development of old projectsif

the guidance values stay un-
changedinthe nextfewyears.
“If the government per-
mits 100% premium FAR
in redevelopment projects,
there would be some fillip to
take up redevelopment, and a
value proposition can emerge
to convince the owners of old
buildings,” Reddy said.

Separate account

The charges collected from
premium FAR will have to be
depositedinaseparatehead of
account only for land acquisi-
tion or development of public
infrastructure.

“The funds shall not be uti-
lised for repairs, maintenance
and miscellaneous works at
any time,” as per the rules.

The government has also
asked the planning authori-
ty (Bangalore Development
Authority, for example) or the
local urban body such as the
BBMP to develop an app to
issue and manage premium
FAR in electronic form along
with the original record.

However, the draft rules
makenomentionofthe Trans-
ferable Development Rights
(TDR), which are currently
used for building additional
floors. The governmentissues
TDR to acquire private prop-
erties for public projects.



Karnataka Governor
returns amendments
to Endowments Bill

Move comes as a setback to the Congress government; the amendments

seek to draw more money from rich temples to provide aid to poor ones

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

n a setback to the Con-
lgress government,

amendments to the
Karnataka Hindu Religious
Institutions and Charitable
Endowments Act, 1997,
that were cleared in the re-
cently concluded Budget
session amid opposition
from the BJP, has been re-
turned by Governor Thaa-
warchand Gehlot.

Seeking clarifications on
the Karnataka Hindu Reli-
gious Institutions and
Charitable Endowments
(Amendment) Bill, 2024,
the Governor has sought to
know if the State govern-
ment has conceptualised
any legislation to encom-
pass other religious bodies
in similar fashion. The Go-
vernor’s move is the first
such since the Congress go-
vernment came to power
in May 2023, and comes
close to the Lok Sabha
election.

The Governor has also
pointed out that amend-
ments brought to the Bill
earlier in 2011 and 2012
had been struck down by
the Dharwad Bench of the
Karnataka High Court. The
High Court’s decision has
been challenged in the Su-
preme Court, which has
stayed the High Court or-
der. The case is in the stage
of final hearing, he said. It
is necessary to get more
clarification on whether

Thaawarchand Gehlot

the amendments can be
made while the case is
pending, his office in-
formed the State govern-
ment while returning the
Bill.

Meanwhile, speaking to
reporters, Muzrai Minister
Ramalinga Reddy said that
issues raised will be clari-
fied to the Governor.

The amendments to the
Endowment Act, to ex-
pand social security mea-
sures to over 40,000 ar-
chakas (temple caretakers)
in Muzrai temples and also
develop C category tem-
ples using funds from the
income of richer temples,
had been defeated in the
Legislative Council by the
combined opposition of
BJP and Janata Dal (Secu-
lar) before it was passed
again by the Legislative As-
sembly and cleared by the
Council during the recent-
ly concluded Budget
session.

With the Bill, the State
government proposed to
seek 10% of the gross in-
come of 87 temples with

annual income of over %l
crore and 5% of gross in-
come from 311 temples
with an annual income of
over %10 lakh to be trans-
ferred to a Common Pool
Fund, administered by Ra-
jya Dharmika Parishath. It
proposed to utilise the mo-
ney for the welfare of ar-
chakas and development
of over 34,000 ‘C’ category
temples whose annual in-
come is less than 5 lakh.

The proposal was to
bring an amendment to an
earlier amendment in 2011
where 5% of the net in-
come of temples with an-
nual income between 35
lakh and %10 lakh, and 10%
of the net income of tem-
ples with annual income of
over 310 lakh, would come
to the fund.

The government is hop-
ing to collect approximate-
ly 60 crore from the move
of which %25 crore would
be spent on developing C
category temples.

The BJP argued that
since the government al-
ready provides approxi-
mately 170 crore to Muz-
rai department, it should
allocate money to temple
development and archa-
kas’ welfare from the bud-
getary allocation rather
than levy more tax on rich-
er temples. It also said in-
stead of seeking money
from the gross collection of
temples, the government
should take money from
the net income.

Source: The Hindu, p. 9, March. 22, 2024
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Real estate de\;elopérs,
mining cos contribute
big to parties in K’taka

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Real-estate deve-
lopers and mining firms have
emerged as major donors
through electoral bonds for
Karnataka’s three prominent
parties — BJP, Congress and
JD(S)—asper EC data.

City's prominent real esta-
te firm Prestige Developers’
subsidiaries are the leading
contributors with Rs 35 crore.

» FULL COVERAGE: P 2,10, 11

Of this amount, Rs 20 crore
was directed to BJP, and Rs 15
crore to Congress. Following
closely behind is the Embassy
Group, which bought bonds
worth Rs 22 crore for JD(S).
Mining firms have collecti-
vely contributed Rs 18.5 crore,
mainly favouring Congress.
At an individual level, Bio-
con’s founder and executive
chairperson Kiran Mazum-

IFB donated in ‘best

interest’ of company

I 7 olkata-based IFB Agro In-

dustries, which pur-
chased ¥2cr worth of EBs -
TMC got ¥42cr -said in a stock
exchange filing in 2022 that
the board “in the best interest
of the company and all its
stakeholders decided to ap-
prove contributions to parties
via EBs,aggregatingnot more
than 40cr for fiscal 2023.” P 8

dar-Shaw is the leading donor
with Rs 7.5 crore distributed
amongall three parties—BJP
Rs 4 crore, JD(S) Rs 2.5 crore
and Congress Rs 1 crore —
from 2018 to 2023.

Three state-based special
purpose vehicles for road in-
frastructure have contributed
Rs13.5 crore to BJP and Micro
LLabs has given Rs 6 crore to
BJP & Rs 3 crore to Congress.

Source: The Times of India, p.1, March. 22, 2024
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You know who got what.
Here’s the chronology

Only donors can explain when and why they decide to contribute to a party. Biggies like BJP, Trinamool, and
Congress saw lnﬂows of EB money around polls Mm imermmem spikes. For smaller parties, too, highest

ided with following triumphant campaigns. The
charts on de donations below track the period from April 2019. However, parties would have received
more since the inception of the scheme in March 2018

2251 Bonds Redeemed (in3 cr)
Eight out of 30 windows for selling 1148
EBS saw massive buying. Mostly, 970
1,365 in the run up to major elections.
Virtually all bonds were redeemed "2 S0

within the 15-day window

Mar MarApr Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul OctNovjan
200 201 22 a3 2024

2018 2019
& Kamataka o0t
polis (] Yellow areas show period of Mw% pollsin M. Carh,
2019 elections that correspond with ‘polls in Feb- May  Pajasthan,
spike in bond sales for most parties ‘March 2022 Telangana,
30 ¢r BJP | 36,061 crore

200cr -

00¢r

Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr i Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan

2019 2020 2021 02 2023 2024
TMC | 31,610 crore %
S 1Me' biggest injection of E8 funds in (4 n &
2021. That was a few months after
o Its victory in the Bengal polls
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INC | 31,422 crore 128

100
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BRS | 1,215 crore

300cr Months ahead of rebranding itself as BRS in Oct 268

20)2 KCR's party received its largest share of 8
- . Its second largest inflow was in July 2023
150cr~ mm state elections in Telangana following in Nov
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Bl Ahead of double-header elections in 2024 for Odisha, BJD
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- Oct 2022, ahead of Dec state elections in
Gujarat and in Himachal before that in Nov 5
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Source: The Times of India, p.11, March. 22, 2024
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Electoral Or Marital, A Bond Is A Bond

Businesses depend on govt not only for clearances but also to build targeted infra that can help them be
globally competitive. When businesses seek an alpha male provider, they have to cough up the dowry

Narendar Pani

The stories that electoral bonds tell
us are reminders that liberalisation
has not altered the financial relation-
ship between political parties and
the corporate sector as much as was
expected.

In the licensing era, it was taken for granted that
corporate houses had tofund parties thatmight come to
power if they hoped to remain in business. It was
assumed that once the licence raj was over, this
compulsion would disappear. Then, corporate support
for political parties would be primarily a matter of
ideology and personal preference.

More than three decades after liberalisation, there
islittle to suggest that this has happened.

A Kknee-jerk reaction to this reality is to assume that
the controls have not really disappeared. Industries still
require several clearances from govt, which could
be weaponised. Even policies as well-intentioned
as environmental clearances could reflect favour
when they are given to projects that clearly
destroy the environment, or disfavour when they
are deliberately delayed.

But this is not the entire story. There are
aspects of the liberalised economy that require
afavourable govt.

Liberalisation in India has largely taken
place in an environment of globalisation. The
stock market has been boosted by foreign insti-
tutional investment. This investment has also
played a role in the market value of individual
companies, and hence their ability toraise capital.
At the same time companies have sought
foreign direct investment. Govt and companies
have sought to benefit from the hypermobility
of capital that drives globalisation.

This ability of corporate houses to attract
capital isenhanced when they are a part of global
supply chains. These supply chains operate
within circuits that link command-and-control
centres with resource-generating centres.

While there is the odd circuit where India can be the
location of a command-and-control centre, notably
the cricket circuit, most Indian industries are in the
position of resource providers. The resources that are
provided can range from basic raw materials to highly
skilled technical manpower.

Providing resources to global supply chains,
especially technical services, can be a very competitive
business. Many of these companies need to present an
image of functioning at the higher end of the global

business environment. This requires infra that is com-
parable to what is available in the West.

In a situation of resource constraints, the focus of
most corporates is on infra that is relevant to them,
especially when they woo foreign investors. Emphasis is
thus on all that a foreign visitor would see, from airports
toexpressways to the campuses of individual firms.

Creating this infra requires govt initiatives in
multiple areas. While there has been an increase in
private investment in infra projects after liberalisa-
tion, govt remains a major investor in this domain.

Varani Sahu

Industries like to influence which infra
projects are prioritised, whether in a city
centre or relatively remote area. Some
hope to get direct benefits from govt
ability to acquire land

Source: The Times of India, p.14, March. 22, 2024
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Morethanfinancial investment, itisgovtalone thatcan
take over land for infra development.

Industries would like to influence which infra
projects are prioritised. Individual houses would like
infra that benefits their operations, whether it is in the
midst of an economically established areainacity ora
relatively remote production centre. They may even
hope to get some direct benefit from govt ability to
acquireland.

The influence that corporate houses seek extends
beyond direct material benefits. Global investment
decisions have a prominent place for cities in which
economic activities are to be located. Cities can gain
an economic image of their own. The term Bangalored
was once used to describe a worker’s job being
exported out of the West. Corporate houses would
like to develop positive images of the cities they are
associated with.

This is a task that cannot be done without govt
resources. Corporate houses have tried, with varying
degrees of success, to use public-private partner-
ships to influence how Indian cities come to be seen
globally.

In their search for tangible, and less tangible,
benefits from govt, corporate houses would
prefer political parties that they believe are
strong enough to take the decisions they would

like. Some of these decisions, like creating
global infra in a country that is still not doing
very well on social indicators, would require
highly centralised govts that would brook little
dissidence. This lends itself to a preference
for govts led by strongmen or similarly
inclined women.

Corporate preference for parties that
promise strong centralised govts is a double-
edged sword. While it works very well for

corporate houses when it is used in their favour,
the danger remains that it can quite easily be
turned against them. An all-powerful govt that

cannot be questioned would be tempted to intervene
in competition between firms. It may also seek to
curtail theautonomy of firms, maybe goingsofarasto
influence how companies carry out their corporate
social responsibility.

The nature of the post-liberalisation economy has
thus thrown corporate houses and political parties into
a traditional Indian marriage where divorce is not an
option even when there is considerable pain. As in
these marriages there is a corporate preference for an
alpha male political leadership even if that means
paying out regular tranches of dowry whenever an
election comes along.



Prestige and Embassy major donors
for political parties in Karnataka

Firms Used
Subsidiaries
To Donate

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Prestige and
Embassy, alongside promi-
nent mining firms like Sri
Kumaraswamy Mineral Ex-
port Private Limited
(SKMEPL), have emerged as
the leading contributors to
various political parties in-
cluding BJP, Congress, and
JanataDal (Secular).

According to Election
Commission of India (ECI)
data, the contributions have
been made by Prestige deve-
lopers and its subsidiaries to
BJP, amounting to a total of
Rs20crore.

Under the banner of Pre-
stige Estates Private Limi-
ted, Prestige Habitat Ventu-
res, Prestige Notting Hill In-
vestments, and Prestige So-
uth City Holdings Limited,
each subsidiary has contri-
buted Rs 5 crore to the BJP.

Similarly, Prestige, thro-
ugh its subsidiaries Prestige
Garden Estates Private Limi-

BIG DONORS

Prestige (through subsidiaries
Cong

Z15 cr

BJP

%20 cr

Micro Labs

BJP Cong

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw
JD(S)

4 cr 71 cr|32.5 c¥

OLD TIES: Mining companies have exclusively directed
their contributions to the Congress, potentially owing
to longstanding relations with the party

ted, Prestige Projects Private
Limited, and Prestige Pro-
perty Management and Ser-
vices Limited, has channel-
led Rs 15 crore to the Cong-
ress, with each subsidiary
contributing Rs 5 crore.

The disclosure also un-
derscores the significant
contribution of the Embas-
sy Group, which hasalready
donated Rs 22 crore to the
Janata Dal (Secular) accor-
ding to disclosures made by
HD Deve Gowda, the natio-
nal president of the regio-
nal party, tothe ECIL.

Interestingly, the mining
companies in Karnataka ha-
ve exclusively directed their
contributions to the Cong-

ress, potentially owing to
longstanding relations with
the party. SKMEPL emerges
as the largest contributor to
the Congress, withadonation
of Rs 8.3 crore, followed by
Sandur Manganese and Iron
Ores Company, Veerbhadrap-
pa Sangappa and Co, and
Ramgad Minerals and Mi-
ning Limited, contributing
Rs 5.6 crore, Rs 5.5 crore, and
Rs 2 crore respectively. The
cumulative contribution of
mining companies from the
state to the Congress is esti-
mated tobe Rs 21.4 crore.

In addition to these cont-
ributions, the BJP has recei-
ved significant funding out-
side of Prestige, notably Rs

13.5 crore from three special
purpose vehicles formed by
Ashoka Buildcon for the
construction of highways in
Karnataka. These vehicles
include Ashoka Mudhol Nip-
pani Roads Limited, Ashoka
Hungund Talikot Roads Li-
mited, and Ashoka Bagewa-
diSavandatti Roads Limited,
each contributing Rs 5 crore,
Rs4.5crore,and Rs4crorere-
spectively.

Thelistof contributorsto
both BJP and Congress thro-
ugh electoral bonds also in-
cludesnotablenamessuchas
Micro Labs, which contribu-
ted Rs 6 croretoBJPand Rs 3
crore to Congress, and Jubi-
lant Life Sciences Limited,

Source: The Times of India, p.1, March. 22, 2024
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JSW denies giving
donation to JD(S)

indal Steel Works (JSW) has
J issuedaclarification that it

as not contributedthe Rs 5
crore which party chiefHD
Deve Gowda has disclosed to
the Election Commission of
India. The company has also
made asimilar declaration to
the BSEand NSE.

based in Bengaluru, which
contributed Rs 1 crore to
Congress.

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw,
executive chairperson of
Biocon, has made substanti-
al contributions to multiple
parties, including Rs 4 crore
toBJPand Rs1crore to Cong-
ress, totaling Rs 7.5 crore,
possibly marking the hig-
hest individual contribution
from Karnataka to political
parties through bonds.

Smaller donors to BJP in-
clude three joint venture
companies with solar power
plants in Asia’s largest solar
park in Pavagada, Tumaku-
ru, each contributing Rs 20
lakh. Conversely, companies
like BMW Infrastructure ha-
ve donated Rs 1 crore to the
Congress.

Back to Contents




Social Issues

Dalits start entering temple in Cheeranahalli village of Mandya district

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

The controversy over bar-
ring entry of Dalits into the
Beereshwara temple in
Cheeranahalli in Mandya
taluk in Karnataka was re-
solved on March 15 during
a discussion among repre-
sentatives of various castes
in the village.

Since a few days, Dalits
were not only denied entry
into the centuries-old Bee-
reshwara temple, but also
barred from participating

in the procession of the
deity.

‘When the matter was ta-
ken up by activists of pro-
gressive organisations, led
by advocate Lakshman
Cheeranahalli, a team of
government officials, led
by Mandya Tahsildar Shi-
vakumar Biradar and com-
prising Mandya taluk So-
cial Welfare Officer and
Revenue Department offi-
cials, visited the village.
They directed the priest to
allow entry of people of all
castes without

ment officials to the tem-
ple, which falls under the
purview of the Muzrai De-
partment, was followed by
a series of talks with elders
of various castes in the vil-
lage.

“Finally, a decision was
taken by the village elders
to allow entry of people of
all castes into the temple

Beereshwara temple in without any discrimina-

Cheeranahalli in Mandya taluk tion,” said Lakshman
of Karnataka. Cheeranahalli.

On March 15, Dalits, who
discrimination. had stayed away from the

The visit of the govern-  temple due to practice of

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, March. 17, 2024

untouchability, entered
the premises in the pre-
sence of government offi-
cials and performed puja.

Revenue Department of-
ficial T. Aravind Kumar
pointed out that discrimi-
nating against people of
any caste and preventing
their entry into the temple
is against the law and
called upon the people of
the village to live in
harmony.

Lakshman Cheeranahal-
li said the country’s Consti-
tution had outlawed dis-

crimination against Dalits.
“All the leaders of our vil-
lage agreed not to allow
such discrimination and
give Dalits access to the
temple,” he said.

“The entry of Dalits into
Bireshwar temple in Chee-
ranahalli is also a model for
Mandya district, as the
matter  was  resolved
through talks with people
of all castes, who were con-
vinced about the law with-
out giving any room for
conflict,” Lakshman Chee-
ranahalli said.
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Urban Affairs

‘Water situation is of concern, but not
as alarming as it is being projected

About 34 tmcft of water is being stored in four Cauvery basin reservoirs, which is sufficient for taking care of the needs

of Bengaluru and other cities until the next monsoon, says BWSSB Chairman

INTERVIEW

Ram Prasath
Manohar

K.C. Deepika
BENGALURU

s the water situa-
A tion in Bengaluru
and regions

around the Cauvery basin
continues to dominate hea-
dlines after a drought-hit
2023 in Karnataka, Banga-
lore Water Supply and Sew-
erage Board (BWSSB)
Chairman Ram Prasath
Manohar, in an interview
to The Hindu, says though
the situation is concerning,
drinking water needs will
be fulfilled until the mon-
soon. Here are the
excerpts:

What is the status of
water availability right
now for Bengaluru?
What’s the usual
demand and supply
scenario compared to
the current situation?

Bengaluru has a popula-
tion of 1.4 crore. we have
1,450 MLD supply through
the Cauvery network
which extensively covers
the core areas and parts of
the CMC and TMC limits of
the BBMP limits. In addi-
tion, there are 110 villages
which are solely reliant on
borewell water. The reason
for the current shortage is
that borewell levels have

\
Ram Prasath Manohar, BWSSB Chairman

gone down here due to the
shortage of rainfall.
However, we are taking
steps to augment the sup-
ply. Overall, the water sit-
uation is of concern, but
not as alarming as it is be-
ing projected.

Are we getting the
required quantum of
water from the
Cauvery?

The required quantum is
1.56 tmcft per month. We
have enough for drinking
purposes, but not for irri-
gation. About 34 tmcft of
water is being stored in
four reservoirs, which is
sufficient for taking care of
the needs of Bengaluru
and other cities until the
next monsoon as we re-
quire eight to 10 tmcft for
the next four to six months
for drinking water purpos-
es for Bengaluru.

Citizens are alleging
that the government
was caught napping
despite the drought last
year. Was the

government prepared
for this situation given
that drought was
declared last year?

The government was
aware of the situation and
that is why in December,
we started writing to the
Cauvery Neeravari Nigam
to store sufficient water for
drinking water needs. Se-
condly, we have also iden-
tified about 257 water
stressed areas in the BBMP
limits and have taken steps
to put booster pumps here.
We have also procured ad-
ditional tankers. All these
were part of preparatory
measures. But there is an
overreaction due to social
media and media reports.
We assure you that there
is enough water for drink-
ing and cooking purposes.
For other purposes, we
urge citizens to use treated
water which is eco-friendly
and better than borewell
water. We have 1,300 MLD
available and it needs an
attitudinal change. The
construction  industries
have come forward to use

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 17, 2024
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We assure you that there
is enough water for
drinking and cooking
purposes. For other
purposes, we urge
citizens to use treated
water which is
eco-friendly and better
than borewell water.

it already. We have started
an app, Parisara Jalasnehi,
for this. It is also very
cheap — 0 for 1,000
litres. At this point, provid-
ing tankers from the
BWSSB will be difficult, but
consumers can take it by
hiring their own tankers. If
need be, we can also make
this free.

What is the government
doing to rejuvenate the
city’s lakes, rivers, and
waterbodies that played
an important role in
maintaining the water
balance of Bengaluru
but have fallen to disuse
or have been
encroached upon now?

Bengaluru is a city with
lakes, mostly man-made
and built in such a way that
rainwater dropping in the
northern portion flows
down to the south and fills
the lakes. Unfortunately,
due to extraneous urbani-
sation, the lake system has
been disturbed. Now, it is
our duty to protect the

lakes and their channels so
that they can be a source of
water for future genera-
tions.

Vrishabhavati needs a
long-term and comprehen-
sive project. The govern-
ment is looking into that.

Though it has been
mandatory for certain
categories of structures,
rainwater harvesting
continues to be poor.
‘What will the BWSSB do
about this?

Rainwater harvesting is a
beneficial activity for con-
sumers. It will directly be-
nefit them by recharging
their borewells. But rain-
water is being let into the
drains. Apart from this, pe-
ople should also come for-
ward to set up percolation
pits in their vicinity and for
community rainwater har-
vesting.

‘What are the long-term
steps the government is
taking to secure the
water security of the
city?

We have three sources —
Cauvery, groundwater and
used and treated water.
Treated water should be
used to bridge the gap. As
for rainwater, we have had
flooding earlier due to ex-
cessive rain. If this is har-
vested by everyone,
groundwater can be saved
and percolated to the
ground and become a nat-
ural sump.



First section of suburban rail project
to be commissioned by Dec. 2025

Minister M.B. Patil says that about 20% of permanent work of the project has been completed so far

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he initial segment
Tof the Bengaluru
Suburban Rail Pro-

ject (BSRP), covering a dis-
tance of 7.4 km from Chik-
kabanavara to
Yeshwantpur, is set to be
operational by December
2025, said Infrastructure
Development Minister
M.B. Patil on Saturday.

At a press conference
following a visit to the Gol-
lahalli casting yard near
Devanahalli to inspect
what is being termed as the
country’s inaugural 100-ft
(31-m) U-girder, he an-
nounced that this techno-
logical milestone would
debut in the Bengaluru
Suburban Rail Project. Pre-
viously, metro railway pro-
jects have utilised 28-m
U-girders.

Mr. Patil said, “The 31-
m-long U-girder span is be-
ing used for the first time in

Afile photo of the work on Corridor-2 of the Bengaluru Suburban
Rail Project at Lingarajpuram.

India, for the BSRP. This re-
latively new and innovative
concept in bridge deck de-
sign will reduce construc-
tion time, enhance aesthet-
ic  appearance, add
durability and is also eco-
nomical. For the first time,
these girders will be used
to construct a viaduct (ele-
vated section) of around 8
km from Hebbal to Yesh-
wantpur which is a part of
the ‘Mallige’ line or Corri-
dor-2 of the BSRP and this

requires about 450 girders.
The L&T yard at Gollahalli
also casts I-girders and pier
caps and 323 and 283 of
them, respectively, will be
used along the stretch.”

Land acquisition

On the progress of the
BSRP work, the Minister
said that about 20% of per-
manent work had been
completed so far. Of the to-
tal 120.44 acres of land re-
quired for Corridor-2

Source: The Hindu, p. 5, March. 17, 2024
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(Chikkabanavara to Benni-
ganahalli), 119.18 acres had
been acquired (98.5% of
the land).

“Works related to Corri-
dor-2 have been progress-
ing well with efforts to ad-
dress challenges such as
encroachments and coor-
dination with multiple sta-
keholders for utilities and
land acquisition. Discus-
sions are also ongoing with
various stakeholders such
as the BBMP, BDA, BWSSB,
Bescom, BSNL, and private
telephone agencies for util-
ities  shifting/diversions
and land acquisition,” he
said.

Mr. Patil stated that the
entire project, valued at
315,677 crore and spanning
148.17 km, is slated for
completion by December
2027. He appealed to the
Railway Ministry for assis-
tance in providing en-
croachment-free land as
outlined in the DPR and
timely approval of project

designs. Additionally, he
urged the Railways to ap-
prove the alignment and
handover of land for Corri-
dor-1 (KSR Bengaluru to
Devanahalli) and Corri-
dor-3 (Kengeri to White-
field) by June 2024 to en-
sure adherence to the
established timelines.

Mr. Patil also informed
that the K-RIDE was also
considering plans to con-
nect the BSRP with the Pe-
ripheral Railway Network
which the Railways intends
to take up in the coming
years. “Later, we want to
extend it to satellite towns.
We will discuss with the
Railways and convince
them regarding this,” he
said. Dismissing reports of
the Railways alleging K-
RIDE lacked technical ex-
pertise, Mr. Patil said the K-
RIDE is competent enough
to handle mega projects
such as the BSRP. Such
blame games will only lead
to politicising, he added.



Siddaramaiah to review drinking
water crisis in Bengaluru today

It comes amidst various measures having been announced to tackle the crisis, even as the State government has drawn

criticism over lax implementation of the same on the ground

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

hief Minister Sidda-
C ramaiah will chair a

meeting on the
drinking water crisis in the
city on Monday afternoon.
While Deputy Chief Minis-
ter and Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar has held multiple
meetings on the crisis, this
will be the first time the
Chief Minister will review
the situation.

The review meeting
comes amidst various mea-
sures having been an-
nounced to tackle the cri-
sis, even as the government
has drawn criticism over
lax implementation on the
ground. For instance, civic
agencies have also not been
able to effectively imple-
ment the ban of potable wa-
ter for non-essential pur-
poses.

Meanwhile, Bangalore
Water Supply and Sewerage

Civic agencies have also not been able to effectively implement the ban on the use of potable water for

non-essential purposes in Bengaluru. FILE PHOTO

Board Chairman V. Ram-
prasath Manohar said
around 95% of water tank-
ers had already registered
with the civic body. 1,732
water tankers have regis-
tered with Bruhat Bengalu-

ru Mahanagara Palike as on
March 15, which was the
last date for registration.
However, Leader of the
Opposition in the Legisla-
tive Assembly R. Ashok said
that the government had

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 18, 2024

City facing shortage of
500 MLD of water: CM

- %

Parched city: A tanker supplying water to tl

o i, 5

he residents of Dwaraka

Nagar, Hosakerehalli, in Bengaluru on Monday. K. MURALI KUMAR

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah has said that Benga-
luru is facing a shortage of
500 million litres per day
(MLD) of water and the
State government has ta-
ken various measures to
mitigate its impact. This is
the first time that the water
shortage the city is facing
this summer has been
quantified.

“The city needs 2,600
MLD of water, of which
1,450 MLD is coming from

the Cauvery and 650 MLD
from the underground wa-
ter table through bore-
wells. There is a shortage
of 500 MLD,” he said.

The Chief Minister was
speaking after chairing a
review meeting on the wa-
ter crisis in the city on
Monday. The is the first
meeting that Mr. Siddara-
maiah has helmed on the
crisis plaguing the city.
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themselves said there were
around 3,500 water tank-
ers in the city and only
1,732 have registered.

The government is yet to
implement the price cap it
announced and it hasn’t

even pasted stickers of the
price cap on all registered
tankers. He demanded that
the government install GPS
to track tankers and end
the mafia.

Flying blind

Meanwhile, a senior official
said both BWSSB and BBMP
are supplying free water to
110 villages and the erst-
while City Municipal Cor-
porations and Town Muni-
cipal Corporation areas
were added to BBMP in
2007. However, the official
said that there was no study
on the water needs of these
areas and presently they
were “flying blind”.

Based on the population
and available groundwater
resources, there is a need
for BWSSB to conduct a stu-
dy and identify the water
needs of an area after
which civic agencies must
try to supply water to these
areas. “Presently, it is very
ad hoc,” the official said.



6,900 government
borewells have dried up
in city: Siddaramaiah

‘We are drilling new borewells at 313 places and rejuvenating 1,200. Funds are not a problem’; he

adds that treated water will be filled in dry lakes of the city on the lines of the K.C. Valley project

WATER WOES

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

hief Minister Sidda-
C ramaiah said that of

the 14,000 govern-
ment borewells in the city,
almost half of them - 6,900
- have dried up, an indica-
tor of how bad the water
crisis in the city is. He was
speaking after chairing a
review meeting of the
drinking water crisis here
on Monday.

“We are drilling new bo-
rewells in 313 places and
rejuvenating 1,200. Funds
are not a problem. We have
given enough funds for
drinking water purposes,”
he said.

The Chief Minister said
that treated water will be
filled in dry lakes of the ci-
ty on the lines of the K.C.
Valley project. Treated wa-
ter from K.C. Valley in the
city is being used to fill
lakes and tanks in Kolar
and Chickballapur
districts.

“We have identified 14
lakes in the city for the pro-
ject. This will help revive
and improve the under-
ground water table levels
around these lakes,” he
said.

Mr. Siddaramaiah di-
rected the Bruhat Bengalu-

ru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP) and the Bangalore
Water Supply and Sewer-
age Board (BWSSB) offi-
cials to increase the num-
ber of control rooms and
attend to complaints of wa-
ter shortage immediately.
“You will be held responsi-
ble if people suffer from
water shortage,” he told
officials.

He said the officials have
been directed to comman-
deer any private tankers,
including the Karnataka
Milk Federation (KMF)
tankers, to supply water.

‘Robotic technology’
Meanwhile, BWSSB Chair-
man V. Ramprasath Mano-
har held a meeting with
contractors maintaining
the BWSSB’s borewells and
directed them to adopt ro-
botic technology.

“Many BWSSB bore-
wells have gone dry owing
to improper maintenance,
mainly because of using
the motor even when there
is no water. So it is better if
we adopt robotic technolo-
gy to maintain these bore-
wells. This will help the
board monitor all bore-
wells, their water levels but
can also be programmed
such that motors are
switched off when the wa-
ter is not there. This will
help in better maintenance
of our borewells,” he said.

Fact sheet

City’s water needs:
2,600 million litres
per day (MLD)

Water from

the Cauvery:
1,450 MLD
Y
Water extracted from
borewells: 650 MLD

Shortage:
500 MLD

Total government Number of
borewells in Bengaluru borewells that
Urban district: around  have dried up:
14,000 6,900

= Core Bengaluru, served
by the Cauvery, needs
1.6 tmcft of water a
month

= Core Bengaluru needs
5.6 tmcft of water from
Cauvery till June-end

= Storage in KRS:
11.02 tmcft

= Storage in Kabini
reservoir: 9.02 tmcft

= Total storage available
in Cauvery basin: 20.04
tmcft

New Borewells
borewells being

being drilled rejuvenated:
up: 313 1,200

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 19, 2024




Water woes of Bengaluru: Think long term,
g0 beyond knee-jerk reactions, say experts

BENGALURU

engaluru’s desper-
B ate dependence on
an external drink-

ing water source, while of-
fering scant regard to alter-
natives, came out starkly in
that one single notification.
But is the latest Bengaluru
Water Supply and Sewer-
age Board (BWSSB) direc-
tive banning drinking wa-
ter for non-essential uses a
sign that the city is finally
on track with a sound con-
servation strategy?

Not many are con-
vinced. The notification,
prohibiting water use for
washing vehicles, garden-
ing fountains, construction
and roads, does threaten
violators with 35,000 for
first offence and an addi-
tional daily penalty of
500 thereafter. But for de-
cades, lax enforcement of
rules have had big players
get away with massive mis-
use of the precious Cauv-
ery water supplied to the
city at great cost.

Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah has ad-
mitted that Bengaluru is
facing a shortage of 500
Million Litres per Day
(MLD) water every day.

Lack of regulation

The clear lack of a regula-
tory mechanism to first put
conditions on water usage
and stringently enforce
them is seen as a big pro-
blem. N.S. Mukunda from
Bengaluru Praja  Vedike
notes, “You give permis-
sion to all these highrises
just by saying that the Wa-
ter Board will make its best
efforts to supply water. You
stop at that and do noth-
ing, what is the use? You
need to insist that they fol-
low certain rules and
procedures.”

The ban imposed
through the notification,
he says, is only a tempor-
ary knee-jerk reaction of
the government to see
through the day as they

Al

Women and children standing in the scorching heat to collect potable drinking water from a public tap,

supplied by BWSSB, at Nayandahalli off Mysuru road. K MURALIKUMAR

have to manage with wha-
tever water is available for
the next two months. This
is another proof of the ab-

sence of a longterm
vision.
Ad-hocism can be risky

At a time when climate
change is playing havoc
with rainfall patterns, ad-
hoc short-term reactions
can get extremely risky.
“Empirically speaking, we
now see that over a five-
year period, there will be
at least two years of
drought, one year of exces-
sive rainfall and two years
of normal rainfall,” he
points out.

The concretisation of
wetlands and public spac-
es besides the white-
topped roads have meant
there are no long-term stra-
tegies. “It is critical to en-
sure some other ways to let
groundwater recharge into
the concrete. We are now

doing the opposite. White-
topped roads are totally
impermeable to water, you
can’t even drill into that,”
says Harini Nagendra, who
leads the Azim Premji Un-
iversity’s Centre for Cli-

mate Change and
Sustainability.
Climate change has

meant there are extremes
of excess water or too little
water. “There are no aver-
age rainfall days left in our
future. We should explore
ways to let the excess water
into the ground through
the concrete. Maybe by
drilling very small and very
deep recharge tubes into
the ground on roads, in go-
vernment offices, in public
places they should be do-
ing this. It should be man-
datory for the government
to act first,” she elaborates.

Another solution, as
Mukunda says, could be to
ensure that the city’s stor-
age capacity is twice the

annual requirement. “That
should be the first funda-
mental objective. Imme-
diately after a drought
year, you ration the supply
for four hours per day in
the morning and four
hours in the evening. Do

that and definitely you will
not face a dire shortage
problem,” contends
Mukunda.

Dual piping,

tech tweaks

Dual piping for potable
and non-potable / treated
water is mandated for new
constructions. But what
about lakhs of older con-
structions? Is there a way
to retrofit and boost con-
sumption of treated water?
Harini draws attention to
Chennai, where strict en-
forcement of the dual-pip-
ing rule had dramatically
addressed the drinking wa-
ter crisis of the early
2000s. “We need to look at

Aman carrying water cans to get drinking water at farm in Hesarghatta.

innovative tech fixes to
look at older construc-
tions,” she says.

The Vedike had pro-
posed a comprehensive
water mapping of the city
in terms of sources and ca-
pacity. The platform had
also suggested that the ulti-
mate ownership of the ci-
ty’s ground water resourc-
es should be the BWSSB,
which then connects all
ground water sources by
pipeline and regulates the
supply to people in dire
need of drinking water.

The drinking water cri-
sis might seem severe now.
But the warning signs had
begun to show up years
back. But they were mostly
ignored. At a Indian Insti-
tute of Science (I1Sc) confe-
rence in 2008, Mukunda
recalls, the then BWSSB
chairman had warned that
if the city was allowed to
grow without regulations,
water would dry out by

Source: The Hindu, p.5, March. 19, 2024

63

2014. “He was made to
shut up and sit down, and
not allowed to speak
further.”

Impact on Cauvery
5th Stage
The current crisis is likely
to impact the launch of the
Cauvery 5th Stage. Alth-
ough the initial plan was to
kickstart the process of
supplying drinking water
to 110 villages on the city’s
outer areas by May, the lin-
kage with the larger
BWSSB pipeline network
could take a year. Former
BWSSB Engineer-in-Chief
N Thippeswamy notes the
prevailing storage crisis
could delay it even more.
“In the context of the
current storage levels, the
commissioning of the fifth
stage may not be possible
till the next monsoon sets
in,” he says, drawing atten-
tion to a proper planning
lacuna both at the govern-

ation prohibits water use for washing vehicles, gardening, fountains, constructions and such other activities. It threatens violators with fines

ment and BWSSB levels.
“These are to be expected
due to the impact of cli-
‘mate change. This will con-
tinue in the years to come.
Both the Water Board and
Government should se-
riously look at how best
other water resources can
be utilised to meet the
demand.”

Currently, BWSSB sup-
plies 1,470 Million Litres
per Day (MLD) of water
daily to the city. Cauvery
5th stage is expected to
boost this by an additional
775 MLD. The Board Chair-
man Ramprasath Manohar
had recently stated that the
city and its outskirts re-
quire a daily supply of
2,100 MLD. Insisting that
there is no need to panic,
he informed that the dams
had 34 tmcft of water
against the city’s demand
for 17 tmeft till July.

On March 12, the Board
decided to reduce water

supply by one to 20% to
companies, hospitals, air-
ports and the railways.
This move to mitigate the
crisis is expected to release
more water to 257 areas
identified as badly impact-
ed by the water shortage.
Among the regions are
HSR Layout, Bommanahal-
li, Peenya, Balgagunte, KR
Puram, Ramamurthy Na-
gar, Marathahalli, Hosake-
rehalli and D ] Halli.

Follow Cape Town
template

But does this give much
confidence to Bengalu-
reans, lakhs of whom on
the outskirts are now reel-
ing under the fullimpact of
the crisis? Thippeswamy
suggests  following the
Cape Town template,
when that South African ci-
ty hit global headlines in
2018 while being preca-
riously close to Day Zero of
running totally out of
water.

The pushpack there
started with a steep tariff
penalising heavy users,
prohibition of water for
pools, lawns and non-es-
sential use, and installation
of a new water pressure

tem.

Restrictions were im-
posed on allocation of wa-
ter to surrounding agricul-
tural areas. Aggressive
advertising on electronic
boards reminded people
how many days the water
supply would last. City-
wide water usage maps
were released to help peo-
ple compare their con-
sumption  with  their
neighbours.

These government man-
dated measures were com-
plemented by active com-
munity efforts.

Social media users wide-
ly circulated water-saving
tips, tourists were advised
by hotels to take short
showers and flush toilets
only when required, and
restaurants reduced mak-
ing pasta and boiled veget-
ables.



City falling short by
500 MLD water: CM

BENGALURU, DHNS

engaluru city needs 2,600 million litres of
water daily (MLD) and is short by about 500
MLD, Chief Minister Siddaramaiah said on
Monday.

Addressing the media after he met govern-
mentand Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB) officials, Siddaramaiah said: “The city needs
2,600 MLD of water for both drinking and industrial

urposes.’
“Of this, 1,450 MLD is being provided by the Cauvery
river and 650 MLD is being provided by borewells in the
city. There is a shortage of 500 MLD of water,” he added.
He said the government will form an expert commit-
tee to putan end to the crisis in the future. Authorities
have deployed 143 task force teams to stop wastage of
water and will add more. Citizens can file complaints of
water wastage on the helpline 1916 or on WhatsApp. The
chief minister assured that ints received will be
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rejuvenate 1,200 of them. Officials are working in slums,
high grounds, and with those dependent on borewell
water in 110 villages to ensure they do not face a
shortage.

Private tankers, including those from the
Karnataka Milk Federation, have been
directed to supply water.
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MWRASATH MANOHAR

he ‘Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB) will use robotic
technology to maintain around
11,000 public borewellsin ts ju-
risdiction.
The technology aims to en-
hance efficiency in managing
borewells i i i
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Robotic technology to monitor borewells

nience caused to the citizens,”
Manoharadded.

Manoharalso directed the of-
ficial he sondition of

wasnot
availableand the pumpsets were
run for longer than expected.
In such cases, the borewells
turn inactive,” BWSSB Chair-
man Dr Ramprasath Manohar

If
‘ ‘lurneadrvandweare
not able to rejuvenate them,
they can be converted to
rainwater harvesting (RWH)
structures.

technical failures.
“A few borewells in the city
have stopped working due to

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, March, 19, 2024
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Vtold DH.
Th i illal-
low the BWSSB to monitor the
state of the pump set and water
flow levels, while also allowing

officials to tur

“Constant monitoring will
prevent frequent breakdown of
borewells and reduce inconve-

vey
borewells in the city and repair
defunctones.

The BWSSB is also thinking
of converting defunct bore-
wells into rainwater harvesting
(RWH) structures. “If the bore-
wells have turned dry and we
are not able to rejuvenate them,
they can be converted to RWH
structures,” Manohar said.



Only 1 out of every 5 homes
In city harvests rainwater

z2cr Collected
In Fines From
40k Houses

Nithya.Mandyam
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Withonly about
2 lakh of the 10.8 lakh homes
in Bengaluru having instal-
led rainwater harvesting
(RWH) systems, Bangalore
Water Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB) believes the
water situation wouldn’thave
been as dismal as it is now if
everyone had opted for RWH.
On its part, BWSSB has
imposed penalties totalling
nearly Rs2croreon40,000 ho-
useholds for not installing
RWH systems, hoping that
might push people into em-
bracing the sustainable solu-
tion. West zone, including
areas such as Nagarbhavi,
RPC Layout, Vijayanagar,
and Rajarajeshwari Nagar,
tops thelist with 12,796 homes
not compliant with the RWH
mandate; the zone has seen
penalties running up to Rs
51.7lakh beinglevied. East zo-
ne follows closely with 11,475
violations but has seen hig-
her penalties at Rs 59.6 lakh.
While there are 17,591
apartments with less than 20
houses implementing RWH,
there are 3,034 apartments
with over 20 households in
an apartment complex that
have adopted the practice.
Suresh B, engineer-in-
chief of BWSSB, said that
since Dec 2011, RWH has been
mandatory for houses built
on plots larger than 60x40ft.
In 2020, it was also made

Source: The Times of India, p.4, March. 19, 2024

East

50,867

11,475

HOW RESIDENCES & BUILDINGS FARED

Zone | RWH compliant | Penalised | Total penalty collected (in lakh rupees)

West 54,024 12,79
North 30,835 6,499
A South 60,847 8,443
Total | 196573 39,213

— Source: BWSSB
- e

For domestic connections not following the mandate, BWSSB
imposes 50% penalty on water consumption bill for the first
three months and 100% thereafter. For commercial connections,
penalties are 100% for three months and 200% afterwards

SUMMER '
SCAR 1M

mandatory for houses on
plots measuring 30x40ft,
with penalties for violations.

For domestic connec-
tions, BWSSB imposes a 50%
penalty on water consump-
tion bill for the first three
months and 100% thereafter.
For commercial connections,
it is 100% for three months
and 200% afterwards.

Arun BalaRao, aresident
of Jayanagar, said his house
has benefited from RWH and
is experiencing reduced wa-
ter shortage. Sheela Nagara-
junfrom Rajarajeshwari Na-
garalsosaid they use harves-
ted rainwater for various ho-
usehold purposes.

However, despite the ad-
vantages, many residents vi-
ew RWH as an expense rat-
her than a long-term invest-
ment. This perception cont-
ributes to lower adoption
rates, especially among hou-
seholds with smaller dimen-
sions that face acute water
shortage.
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‘51% pvt tankers not registered with BBMP’

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: Contradicting
BWSSB'’s claims that more
than 95% of private tankers
have registered with Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like (BBMP), as mandated by
the state govt, chief minister
Siddaramaiah on Monday
revealed that only 49% of the
tankers have registered de-
spite the deadline being ex-
tended till March 15. Benga-
luru, as per transport de-
partment data, has about
3,500 private tankers.

After chairing a long me-
eting with civic agencies
about the water crisis in
Bengaluru, the CM said,

Photo for representation

2 DEADLINES LATER

“The deadline toregister pri-
vate tankersended on March
15and a total of 1,700 tankers
had registered with the govt.
Alltheregistered tankers ha-
ve been supplying water
from private borewells, as di-

rected by the state.”

According to BBMP data,
a total of 1,732 tankers have
registered with it so far
Bengaluru South leads with
456 such tankers, followed by
East zone (406). The state
govt, which had originally
set March 7 as the deadline,
extended it till March 15. On
the lapse of the first deadli-
ne, the percentage of registe-
red tankers was 44.

Govt sources told TOI
that both transport and civic
officials would be tracking
the movement of unregiste-
red vehicles, and they’d col-
lectively crack downonthem
and initiate legal action aga-
instsuch operators.

Source: The Times of India, p.4, March. 19, 2024
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Siddaramaiah also appe-
aledtocitizenstoraisecomp-
laints on the centralized hel-
pline by dialling 1916 or thro-
ugh WhatsApp if they come
across any violations and
problems.

BBMP chief commissio-
ner Tushar Giri Nath also
held a meeting with officials
and directed them to work in
coordination with BWSSB
engineers for distribution of
water tankers. Giri Nath in-
structed officials to prepare
for the onslaught of pre-
monsoon (summer) showers
and asked them to remove
silt and debris from storm-
water drains to prevent floo-
dingand waterlogging.
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