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AGRICULTURE

Vegetable prices skyrocket
in city as supply takes a hit

Beans selling at ¥80 to X120 a kg in retail markets while carrot is selling at 60 to X80 a kg

Jahnavi T. R.
BENGALURU

o add to woes dur-
I ing summer, the
prices of vegeta-

bles have shot up in Benga-
luru in the last few days,
thanks to a supply shortage
and the quick deteriora-
tion in the quality of veget-
ables. While the prices
have seen a slight increase
in wholesale markets, the
prices have almost dou-

bled in retail shops.
“As there is a lot of heat
emanating from the

ground and no rain, farm-
ers are not able to take out
the yield which is why
there is a supply crunch in
the market. Until there is
good rain, which might be
in another two months,
the prices will remain
high,” said N. Manjunath
Reddy, a vegetable trader
at K.R. Market.

While the price of beans
is T50 to 60 a kg in whole-
sale markets like the Kalasi-

Afile photo of the vegetable market at Gandhi Bazaar in Bengaluru.

palya market and K.R. Mar-
ket, it is anywhere
between 80 and 120 in
retail markets. Even in
HOPCOMS, the price was
%80 a kg on Friday. Similar-
ly, carrots are priced at 340
to ¥50 a kg in wholesale
markets and they are sell-
ing at 60 to 380 in retail
shops. The price of Ooty

Source: The Hindu , p. 6, March

carrots has also breached
the 100 mark in retail
markets.

Capsicum (X50 in who-
lesale and %70 to 100 in
retail), brinjal (25 in who-
lesale and %40 to 60 in re-
tail), radish (at ¥40 to T45 a
kg in retail) and cabbage
(%40 to 350 a kg in retail)
are some of the other ve-

.16, 2024

Vegetable prices
on Friday

Vegetable | Pricein | Price at
wholesale| Hopcoms
market | (perkg)
(perkg) |

Beans 50- 60 80

Carrot 40-50 74

Capsicum | 50 66

Brinjal 25 54-62

Cabbage | 20 42

Tomato 20-25 23

getables whose prices have
gone up.

K.T.S. Niyamath, a veget-
able trader from Kalasipa-
lya, explained why retail
prices are significantly
higher than wholesale
prices. “If they buy 100 kg
of a vegetable from whole-
sale markets, the retailers
will only be able to sell
around 80 to 85 kg for a
good price. Due to the
heat, the vegetables will
rot quickly. If they do not
manage to sell the vegeta-

bles the same day, then
they will not even get half
the price the next day as
quality reduces,” he said.
However, he said that the
current retail prices can-
not be justified.

He also predicted that if
the skies do not open up in
the next week, then the
prices of vegetables will
shoot up further as supply
would take an even bigger
hit.

Greens not available
Due to heat damage, the
availability of green leafy
vegetables has also been
reduced in the markets. On
the city’s outskirts, finding
daily essentials such as
fresh coriander and mint
has also become a pro-
blem. “I had to check three
shops earlier this week to
find a bunch of good quali-
ty fresh coriander. Even
then, I had to pay around
335 for a bunch,” said Vish-
al Kumar, a resident of
Yelahanka.



Farmers in Cauvery basin districts upset
over restrictions imposed on use of water

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
BENGALURU

Directives from authorities
in the Cauvery basin dis-
tricts prohibiting the use of
river water for irrigation
have agitated farmers and
planters, particularly in
Mysuru, Mandya, and
Kodagu.

Farmers have asserted
that this is crucial irriga-
tion time to safeguard
crops. However, with the
State  grappling  with
drought, priority is being
given to supplying drinking
water to Bengaluru, Mysu-
ru, and other major towns.

In Kodagu, planters
have initiated irrigation for
their coffee plantations,
but the district administra-
tion has prohibited the use
of river water for it.

Nanda Ganapathy, a
farmer, said: “Irrigation is
a crucial process for ensur-
ing good yields annually.
However, the district admi-

nistration has instructed
farmers not to utilise river
water for it. This decision
will significantly affect cof-
fee plantations, given the
lack of adequate rainfall in
Kodagu this year.”

On Friday, members of
the Karnataka Rajya Raitha
Sangha (KRRS) protested
against the district admi-
nistration in front of the
Deputy Commissioner’s of-
fice in Madikeri.

K. Manu Somaiah, dis-
trict president of KRRS
said: “The Cauvery origi-

Farmers staging a protest in Madikeri on Friday.

nates in Kodagu, yet it’s un-
fortunate that we are now
facing water scarcity. The
primary reason for the de-
pletion of Cauvery water in
the district is the destruc-
tion of forests and the use
agricultural land in the
name of real estate deve-
lopment, which has been
permitted by the district
administration.”

The Federation of Farm-
ers’ Organisations and the
State Sugarcane Growers’
Federation in Mandya have
been urging the govern-

Source: The Hindu , p. 6, March. 16 , 2024

ment to release water from
the Krishnaraja Sagar and
Kabini dam for irrigation to
protect standing crops.
Kurubur  Shanthaku-
mar, a farmers’ leader,
said: “Farmers from Old
Mysore and Bengaluru are
suffering owing to bar im-
posed on irrigation. We
have appealed to the go-
vernment to release water
into canals to protect crops
and provide drinking wa-
ter to the people in the
Cauvery basin. However,
the government is prioritis-
ing water release to Tamil
Nadu. This not only affects
people’s access to drinking
water but also poses chal-
lenges for livestock that is
deprived of water.”

Severe scarcity

In Kodagu, towns like Ma-
dikeri, Virajpet, and Kush-
alnagar are facing a severe
scarcity of drinking water.
Even borewells and wells
have dried up, and locals

say authorities have not
been responsive in ad-
dressing the crisis in the
district.

Codava National Coun-
cil president N.U. Nachap-
pa said: “Kodagu serves as
the primary catchment
area for the Cauvery. We
are significant stakehol-
ders and shareholders of
Cauvery water, yet we are
being deprived of utilising
it to satisfy our basic water
needs.”

Speaking to The Hindu,
Kodagu Deputy Commis-
sioner Venkat Raja said:
“The order is not to trou-
ble anyone, especially
farmers. With drought per-
sisting this year and there
being scarcity of drinking
water, it’s crucial to con-
serve water for essential
needs, especially with
peak summer ahead. We
are with farmers and have
implemented numerous
measures to address the
water crisis in the district.”
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K'taka gra

Water scarcity hits
production; prices
expectedtogoup

R S

PAVAN KUMAR H
HUBBALLI, DHNS

arnataka’s foodgrain
production (cereals
nd pulses) is estimat-

ed to decrease by 31 lakh
tonnes this year compared
to the previous year. Paddy is
anticipated to see the highest
fall, with estimates showing a
plunge from 65 lakh tonnes to
38lakh tonnes.

Grain, from Page 1

Several farmers who shift-
ed from traditional crops to
those requiring less water
have not seen any significant
improvement. “The rain and
the government cheated us,”
said Ramappa Menasinakai,
a farmer in Gangavathi who
switched to cultivating green

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

Thesteepdeclineisattribut-
ed to the low water storage in
the Tungabhadra and Kaveri
basins, critical paddy-growing
regions. The area under pad-
dy cultivation has shrunk by 4
lakh hectares due to the state
government’s restrictions in
these basins. Karnataka is set
tosee thelowest paddy harvest
inoveradecade.

Based on the agriculture
department’ssecond advance
estimates, the state might
experience a deficit in the
production of various cereals
and pulses, and not just pad-
dy. Onlyjowar, tur and Bengal
gramare expected to buck the
trend.

In atypical year, Karnataka
harvests 129 lakh tonnes of

gram from paddy. He said the
yield was merely 65% of what
wasanticipated. Thewaterre-
leased from the Tungabhadra
reservoirwasnotsufficientfor
green gram, he added.

The production of oil seeds
is also expected to decline.
From 14 lakh tonnes last year,
the production of groundnut,
sesame, sunflower, mustard

Paddy plight

= Paddy production
set to plunge from 65L .-
tonnes to 38L tonnes. -

Cereal killer

= Rainfall deficit
impacts cereal
cultivation

= Ragiproductionto
seeadrop of 3L tonnes

= Oil seed yield to
decline from 14L
tonnes to 10L tonnes

and other crops is projected
to decrease to around 10 lakh
tonnes this year.

Experts fear that this year’s
lowyield might push the kitch-
en budget northwards and
also impact the state govern-
ment’s ambitious Anna Bha-
gyascheme.

“In the current scenario,
thegovernmenthastolook for

1&5, March , 18, 2024

foodgrains outside the state,”
said a senior faculty member
at the University of Agricul-
ture Sciences, Dharwad.
However, Agriculture De-
partment Director GT Putra
says Karnataka would not
encounter an acute shortage
this year. “While the rabi and
kharif yields haven’t met ex-
pectations, wearehopeful that

inyield may drop by 31 lakh tonnes this year

cereals and pulses. The previ-
ousyearsawanincreaseto143
lakh tonnes. However, the pro-
duction is estimated to slump
to 1121akh tonnes this year.

This year’s rainfall deficit
has predominantly impact-
ed cereal cultivation. While
jowar production s estimated
to increase by 60,000 tonnes
compared to last year, ragi is
projected to witness a drop of
around 3 lakh tonnes.

“Erratic rainfall led to a
challenging kharifseason,and
the total failure of rabi crops
hasdealtasevere blowtoboth
thefarmersand thestate’s pro-
duction,”said BK Desai, Direc-
torofResearch at University of
Agriculture Sciences, Raichur.
» Grain, Page 5

bythethirdand fourthadvance
estimates, we willminimise the
foodgrain deficit,” he said.

Farmers have been given a
contingency plan to minimise
their losses and grow alterna-
tive crops. The state govern-
ment will ensure that the pric-
esof essential foodgrainsdon’t
rise sharply, he said.



B’luru stares at insipid food table as

Growers of veggies, fruits bear
brunt of dry borewells

VARSHA GOWDA
BENGALURU, DHNS:

ust on the periphery
Jof Bengaluru, Chikka-

ballapur and Kolar dis-
tricts are major suppliers of
vegetables and fruits to the
city.

As a water crisis looms,
lakhs of borewells in these
districts are proving insuffi-
cient in providing a reliable
water source for agriculture
and drinking needs — putting
the drinking water security of
people in Chikkaballapur and
Kolarandsupply of vegetables
toBengaluru in jeopardy.

Shreedevi, a farmer on the
outskirts of Chikkaballapur
town, has used water from
14 borewells in over three de-
cades, not accounting for six
failed borewells.

Her family has done all it
can to minimise water use, in-
cluding dripirrigation.

“Right now, only four bore-
wells are functioning. The
weather is so dry and soil
moisture is very low. I do not
know if our crops will survive
without irrigation,” she says.
The farmer grows a variety of

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

leafy greensand vegetableson
her three acres.

“Most vegetables supplied
to Bengaluru come fromnear-
by Malur and other taluks in
Kolar and Chikkaballapur
districts. This is the case be-
cause vegetables and fruits
are highly perishable. Due
to proximity and the massive
scale of demand from Bengal-
uru, these areas have become
important,” says Prakash
Kammardi, retired professor
in the department of agricul-
tural economics at University
of Agricultural Sciences and
former chairman of Karnata-
ka Agricultural Prices Com-
mission.

Historically, Kolar and Chik-
kaballapur have depended on
groundwater forirrigation.

Shreedevi’s familyisamong
manywhichrely exclusivelyon
borewells.

Farmer Ramu Shivanna
from Kalvamanali village, Ko-
lar district, explains that low
groundwater levels have hit
water supply to crops. On his
five-acre farm, Shivanna cul-
tivatestomatoesand potatoes.

“Weprovide water through
drip irrigation for only two

i

Chikkaballapur and Kolar districts are major suppliers of

vegetables and fruits to Bengaluru. oH FILE PHOTO

days a week. This delays flow-
ering, causes some plants to
wither and output is low,” he
says.

A report titled ‘Dynamic
Groundwater Resources As-
sessmentof India’ found Kolar
categorised as groundwater
over-exploited (199%) district,
followed by Chikkaballapur
(145%) and Bengaluru Rural
(137%).

Relyingongroundwater for
irrigation has proved to be a fi-
nancial blackhole for farmers.

“Installing one borewell
costs nothing less than Rs 3
lakh,” says Lokesh K M, who
grows grapefruit in the area.
To date, Lokesh has borrowed
and saved moneyto finance 14
borewells.

“Only fourare functioning,”
hesays. The mostrecentbore-
well, at1,480 ft, is the deepest.

Lokesh says, “I can make

5, March , 18, 2024

maybe Rs 10 lakh a year if
crop is good, but more than
Rs 6 lakh goes into borewell
maintenance. How canlafford
moreand more borewells?” he
says.

There was initially some
hope when KC Valley and HN
Valley projects, which aimed
to recharge groundwater by
filling lakes with Bengaluru’s
treated water, were intro-
duced.

Officialsinminorirrigation
department claim the rejuve-
nation of lakes with treated
water has been beneficial.

“Groundwateris moreavail-
able near lakes that received
treated water,” says Balasubra-
manya B, deputy secretary in
the department.

Even though lakes have
been filled with secondary
treated water since then, wa-
teravailabilityisquestionable.

water table dips in Kolar, CB’Pur

“Officials have been saying
the project is successful, be-
cause between 2020 and 2022
there was sufficient rainfall.
Thiswaswhen the projectwas
introduced. Sufficient rainfall
was a major reason why wa-
ter table improved,” says An-
janeya Reddy, a farmer leader
in Chikkaballapur.

Shivanna disputes the suc-
cessofthe project. Hisland lies
just next to a KC valley chan-
nel. “In the past 5 months,
stressed due to lack of water
for irrigation, I have invested
in installation of 2 borewells.
Even though we drilled up to
1,200 ft,both borewells failed,”
hesays.

In Shreedevi’s case, only
500 to 600 gallons of water
was available for use, says Ra-
mesh, her husband.

“Onlythemostrecentbore-
well installed two years ago
yielded 1,000 gallons of wa-
ter. That was when there was
enoughrain,” he adds.

When the motors are
turned on these days, water
flow is low, the couple said.

“We do not know how long
water will last in these bore-
wells. We do not know if we
will get more water on digging
more borewells,”says Shreed-
evi.

“Our water is used to grow
vegetables, rear cattle and
chicken for milk and meat. All
ofthis goesto Bengaluru. How
will the city fare if we don’t
have water?” he says.

BLief rain respite soon in some K'taka districts

B'lurumayget
pre-monsoon
rainfallin April

B A

PAVAN KUMAR H
HUBBALLI, DHNS

ight districts in Karna-
E taka are expected to re-
ceivelightrainfalliniso-
lated locations over the next

two to three days, offering
some respite from the sum-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

mer heat. Bidar, Kalaburagi,
Kodagu, Mysuru, Mandya,
Hassan, Koppal and Raichur
arethese districts.

However, a “good cover”
of pre-monsoon showers
across the state would come
only in April and May, said
weather scientists. Bengalu-
ru is expected to experience
pre-monsoon thundershow-
ers in the last week of March
or the first week of April.

EINino, the climate pattern
that resulted in last year’s
monsoon shortfall, is also
weakening, said scientists at
the India Meteorological De-

Summer showers
In 2-3days

Light showers in Bidar, Kalaburagi,
Kodagu, Mysuru, Mandya, Hassan,
. Koppal and Raichur

April-May

Pre-monsoon showers across
Karnataka

March-end/April 1stweek
Thundershowers in B'luru

partment (IMD), Bengaluru.
“The probability of the EINino
effectbecoming neutralisedis
high in the next three to four
months,”said IMD Bengaluru

1, March , 19, 2024

Director Prasad. Vijayapura,
Kalaburagi, Gadag and Bidar
can expect hailstorms during
April and May. “At present,
we are witnessing the conver-

gence of multiple factors that
areresulting in showers in Bi-
darand Kalaburagi,” he said.
IT/BT and Rural Develop-
mentMinister Priyank Kharge
said the government is pre-
pared to address the challeng-
es posed by one of the worst
droughts in decades. “The
government has formed a
sub-committee consisting of
ministers to monitor drought
conditions. We are adopting
measures to minimise the im-
pact,” he said.
BWSSB to use robotic
technology to maintain
public borewells, Page 3



S30005E30308) X 8 FATNOTWR 2.5 FATEYT VY ed

RFF, W AT WT

u OB RGP wokdew o
rudragoudpatil@gmail.com
WP dred, BoesaTToodd ST YUZCETFLT
RN G0 13 BRBOCT ¢33 SHFE TR,
QTORITIY. &CToTd BEMDT TR,
30LREF T 8,000 OR. 9T 19 t¥ReT 8T S
2w, 500 ORA ORTT BoASRRCERE. S
00T % 83 LD VO FODT) A>T
52060 90RO BoHZTHNT. BTTE &HorwTd
TR SR, B B e W WLD
Jores, Ui;’!ﬁd,

;@

(C7ato]

gort acdoinna.

4 3onid Hod eu3> 1383

39T B HINTT R IS LRETT B2
goBm), non Y3 SormoNmY. o
BoroaFeed B8 AT JFIHR
eRoRor, o8 IS YD ST P
QTHTRIFHZE. Eeedd 13S 898 e
Sorieh o3 ARt 7007 8 LT BR.
TS, BRoF 2,500-3,500 OR.K BROT.
80 BB TR FIFWER  T@wD
BENPY 10T dinedIT EaTY, ke,
non, WeET, F0mE RO 3T WENYS,

B3 ot eipeed
2500 S0T3 35005
SR TSRT. W
e wend B 205
WY WS NS VLB WL
ESToTRMIE. Lt TIH
SR TN I Foned Sert
w7 HE0T QFF wns,
Sone 138 0TI, ewd
gt WYR wenen =g W
[UTEOSNT.
-ab oz e dEed
20BNHB, non

Worw WS BRrmRodR 00T HFRER, mta;ﬁmud Baey ema'ﬁddi LDOLDIL
Worw WS INNTBISNG. ¢ 31THR Hpcomd BAROF & AT

B3 ST 20 30T TTTOT BT BROOTVT WAVEIR YIOMOTN SFTRB
TEFT DOCQTRMFT. F8 st tdaed (X0, )R 3180 Sh. onin @acy

(FPVoR)T 3225 U, ANDTRIDNT.

g FRReenY, Weebergs. ST 4
w0 B8R BedrY tired WISeIRATOT
TS TO ATHE Q0 TOROIRAT.

o3z WSmA moxy

aRed

Y BoA8Den sorfuite fo  Wdmood
Boodd QINYY, eedd wgRd WS

Source: Vijayakarnataka, p.10, Mar.19, 2024

-3,500 20.00F. eniEd, Non

BRY0nE wmgRRtesd g3h R
SocmenRS. 888 Ay BINHT
gEont  dipedmdy R BRERIE
BRRNT. InCTe Tl WRODFSN
Jeod ST R ¥Ry idodR) SR
TRE T 1e08TRT.



DOTOVIR,BIVOY, AFE DTOT TEICTIW T,

epiod ] SO Ve éadoe?

0 msaiuaws:s mwwrﬁd

basava.darshu@gmail.com brerd ?5“ ..t
81 Wod B0y, TORIY oo red 3 4 BoNRREOT
I8oand e o %3 §eol,
380 o wydd modRNg

5023—24;5:—* mwz“):i z:d:‘) 1,50,174
TheT* a»jdsﬁdi) ti)@ °°3r3wo“f\c$
dd LN ST S, Smm*’ N0
sad(,, cmo#v WKTa] 59.606;’% i)
QoD weendd.  wemed  deennd
ToTPOWeT wEHTO BodIoNTI. 20 S8

BT R BOY VPoT0 R0 Hp °°c$rdm 38-23¢3 0B FRD!

@“c&q

wonidd 3550% U3¢ ez Tach:
¢80 i, a0 oo, T o P O g
vedoe}c:o - e sotsy, [ Bt e
308 B3 eeneeds IR, Nr S50 AT, e TRETITVD sy

W ArEs SRR wRTRNG. 31T,
LTI FREIRTTH O B AN
QT T BT AHTE Ve
TR T TRWFE DR
SOUWOTH TIT T, wonE em_@mg,
TR, TG, DOT WOKT H3T0Y,

Ty ead FOR OWATE, T

MZT SR 6007 8 TR 2. Rteso do‘wd:
W8 wwﬁs{c\bgﬁ 30 oe. n
SRTTRET. PTPF ™, 10 .
TR R YSolx, BT Lon@oLY,
40 TR. B8Rt ng.wifua wbeam‘agcf.
BR% B S50 1OR 15 Te. ANt
Cﬁdwd(ﬁ 2050 onBohRDd 50 Te.r

3nds s, Deends mRe  w8ed Foed W Q0wod THTHTHTH( WAT)
s ;:ag n %;3 ) 33,' go¢d a8 ci: sadag TORYRNOTIN TR ITH qsm
>, Do) Totd :)J" o nle; o
: ' By S TOIRNTRE.

IRPFTR YT 20 T0BITT.

Source: Vijayakarnataka, p.10, Mar.19, 2024



CM asks if farmers’
conscience will allow
them to vote for BJP

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Asking farmers if their con-
science would allow them
to vote for the BJP that has
meted out “injustice” in ir-
rigation projects, drought
relief, and in not increasing
man days under MGNRE-
GA, Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Monday said that
in the past former Chief Mi-
nister B.S. Yediyurappa
had promised to waive
loans but refused to do so
once assuming power.
“The BJP in its manifes-
to in 2018 had promised to
waive loans of farmers in
nationalised banks up to 1
lakh. After coming to pow-
er, Mr. Yediyurappa had
asked if he had a note
printing machine to fund
the waiver. When farmers
sought fertilizers, he had

ordered police firing in
which farmers died. Will
your (farmers) conscience
allow you to vote for the
son of Mr. Yediyurappa?”
he asked, even as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
addressed a rally in Shiva-
mogga from where B.Y.
Raghavendra is contesting.
Mr. Siddaramaiah said:
“It has been over six
months since drought was
announced in the State
and I have written several
letters to the Centre to re-
lease 18,177 crore as
drought relief. I have met
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, but not a paise has
been released so far. Why
does the BJP hate farm-
ers?” The Centre has not
responded to the request
to increase man days from
100 days to 150 days under
MGNREGA, he added.

Source: The Hindu , p. 4, March. 19 , 2024




More Indians are now eating fish,
and a lot more of it, finds study

Vaishnavi Chandrashekhar| Tnn

creased in the country,

even in inland areas whe-
re it hasn’t been a traditional
staple, a new study has found.
This surge could be attributed
torisingincomes, changing di-
ets and improved availability
of fish, it said.

Researchers analysed data
from National Family House-
hold Surveys between 2005-06
and 2019-21 to understand con-
sumption trends in those 15 ye-
ars for a study, ‘Fish consump-
tion in India: Patterns and
trends’, conducted by World-
Fish India in collaboration
with Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research and other
govtand international bodies.

“The proportion of people
eating fish increased from
730.6 million (66%) to 966.9
million (72.1%), an increase
of 236.3 million (32.34%),” sa-
id the study. Annual per capi-
ta fish consumption rose
from 4.9kg to 8.9kg between
2005 and 2020. Among fish ea-
ters, per capita consumption
rose from 7.4kg to12.3kg.

India’s consumption gro-
wth was among the highest in
the World Bank group of lo-
wer-middle income countries,
the study said. Even so, per ca-
pita consumption was a little
over half the group’s average
of 14.9kg in 2020. North-ea-
sternand eastern statesrema-
ined bigonfish,alongwith Ke-
rala and Goa. Tripura had the
highest percentage of fish ea-
ters (99.35%).

Manipur, Assam, Aruna-
chal Pradesh, Nagaland and
West Bengal follows Tripura
as states with highest percen-
tage of fish eaters. At the
otherend of thefishscale, Ha-
ryana had the smallest share
of fish eaters (20.6%) in 2019-
21, followed by northern Pun-
jaband Rajasthan.

Surprisingly, Jammu and
Kashmir saw the biggest in-

I ‘Wish consumption has in-

crease in the proportion of
fish eaters, with a 20.9% point
jump, followed by Arunachal

SCALING UP

India has almost

1 bn fish Highest
eaters proporﬁon in
99/100

Pradesh (15%

point increase) and Karnata
ka (10.1). Consumption in Del-
hirose by 8.7% points. The in-
crease in J&K could be due to
improved connectivity and
cold storage networks, said
Arun Padiyar, an expert with
WorldFish India and lead aut-
hor of the study.

The study also revealed the
frequency of fish consump-
tion has risen, with weekly in-
take increasing by 11.3%. Peo-
ple in Kerala ate fish most fre-
quently, with more than 50%
including it in their daily diet,
followed by Goa (36.2% daily
consumption) and West Beng-
al (21.9%). Meanwhile, Assam
and Tripura had the highest
weekly consumption.

More Men Eat It

Overall, 78.6% men ate fish in
2019-21 compared with 65.6%
women. The gender gap was
smaller in states where more
people ate fish and more frequ-
ently, such as Kerala. Padiyar
said the gender gap was partly
because more men ateathotels
and restaurants than women.
Urban areas had greater fish
consumption, which included
eating at hotels. However, con-
sumption in rural areas was
growing faster, according to
theanalysis.

Still Behind Eggs, Chicken
The period between 2005-06
and 2019-21 saw a general incre-

ase in non-vegetarian food
consumption. Fish consump-
tion lagged behind eggs and
chicken, the study showed, alt-
hough the gap was smaller in
coastal states.

Interestingly, the study

L I found a
population
in Haryana
21/100
_- greater

increase in we-

bekly fish consumption in the

less wealthy strata, perhapsre-
flecting increased availability
and accessibility of fish. Inthe
same 15-year period, fish pro-
duction in India more than do-
ubled, reaching 14.2 million
metric tonnes, with most of it
directed towards domestic
consumption.

Much of the increase was
due toan expansion in fish far-
ming or aquaculture encoura-
ged by government schemes.
In a survey by National Coun-
cil of Applied Economic Rese-
arch (NCAER) last year, 56%
of households cited increased
availability and more variety
as reasons for more consump-
tion. “Push for fish farming
can lead to a big boost for local
consumption,” said NCAER
senior fellow Saurabh Bandyo-
padhyay. Padiyar said the we-
althiest consumers are likely
looking for value-added pro-
ducts, such as ready-to-cook
dishes, or high-end varieties
like pomfret and lobster. “If
those are not available, they
won’t increase consumption.”

Despite higher domestic
supply - India is the second-
largest producer of farmed
fish in the world - fish imports
rose five times between 2005
and 2020, from 14,000 tonnes to
76,000 tonnes. These imports
were likely value-added pro-
ducts such as cleaned and de-
boned fillets for high-end res-
taurants, said Padiyar.

Source: The Times of India , p.7, March. 19 , 2024
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Guaranteed MSP is an ethical imperative

s the general elections
draw closer, agrarian
concerns have once
again taken centre
stage. Farmers from the heartland
of the Green Revolution have
travelled to the border of the
capital to not only voice their
distress, but also to shape the
electoral discourse. The ruling
dispensation, sensing adverse
electoral implications, attempted
to reach out to the farmers. It said
it was ready to procure pulses,
maize, and cotton at MSP, but this
was contingent upon farmers
guaranteeing crop diversification.
However, these efforts were
rejected as the core issues were
not addressed, say farm leaders.

The perennial issue of fair
pricing of farm produce reigns
supreme, now coupled with calls
for legal assurances of Minimum
Support Price (MSP). However,
beyond mere legal mandates lies
the pressing concern of
maintaining self-sufficiency in
food production and addressing
the ongoing challenge of
distribution. This underscores the
ethical imperative of anchoring a
legal guarantee for MSP.

The MSP regime was a vital
instrument for ensuring food
security in India. Given the unique
nature of agriculture, farmers lack
the ability to exert significant
influence, let alone determine the
price of their produce. This
constitutes a ‘market failure’
Thus, MSP ensures that
agricultural commodity prices
remain above a predetermined
benchmark to facilitate
remunerative price discovery.

Produce and perish trap

The MSP is announced annually
for 23 crops covering both the
kharif and rabi seasons, well in
advance of sowing, with 21 of
them being food crops. However,
despite the announcements, the
implementation of MSP remains
poor. Only 6% of farmers,
primarily those cultivating paddy
and wheat in States such as
Punjab, benefit from MSP. Most
transactions involving these

Source: The Hindu , p.
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Farmers hardly
get 30% of the
price paid by
the consumers.
This will
increase if MSP
is guaranteed

essential food commodities occur
below the MSP, rendering farming
economically unviable for the
majority of producers in India. As
a result, farmers are trapped in a
dangerous cycle of produce and
perish, leading to crippling debt
and deaths by suicide. All these
emphasise the pressing need to
ensure MSP, including the one
recommended by the eminent
agricultural scientist M.S.
Swaminathan (with a 50% profit
margin).

Several articles under the
Constitution, as well as the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Peasants, support the legal
recourse to guaranteeing MSP.
According to a recent opinion
survey by an English TV channel,
83% of landowners and 77% of
farm labourers expressed
solidarity with the agitating
farmers. Notably, 64% of the
public also endorsed the farmers’
demand for a legal right to MSP.

Sugarcane growers already
benefit from a ‘statutory’ MSP,
which sugar factories strictly
adhere to when purchasing cane
from farmers. A few years ago,
Maharashtra attempted to amend
its Agricultural Produce Market
Committee (APMC) Act to prevent
the purchase of agricultural
produce below MSP, but the effort
failed due to a lack of political will
and a comprehensive strategy. The
Karnataka Agricultural Price
Commission has laid out a clear
roadmap, including potential
financial commitments, to ensure
a legally binding MSP for crops
cultivated in the State. A private
member bill on The Farmers’
Right to Guaranteed Remunerative
MSP for Agricultural Commodities
was tabled in Parliament in 2018.
The Andhra Pradesh government
unveiled a draft bill last year
aimed at guaranteeing MSP for
crops grown in the State. These
efforts show that the objective of
establishing a legal recourse to
MSP has not emerged suddenly,
nor is it impossible to attain.

The solution
A minor amendment to respective
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State APMC Acts or the Centre’s
Essential Commodities Act would
suffice to introduce a law ensuring
that no transactions of farmers’
produce occur at prices below the
MSP. The budget outlay will not be
as large as projected if legal
recourse to MSP is accompanied
by essential backward and
forward linkages. Crop planning,
market intelligence (including
price forecasts), and other
pre-sowing measures, along with
the establishment of post-harvest
infrastructure for efficient storage,
transportation, and processing of
farm commodities, greatly assist in
managing the post-harvest glut in
the market. Therefore, a legal
route to MSP, complemented by
the development of such linkages,
would provide protection against
“market failures” in addressing
the surplus, rather than leading to
“market distortion,” as claimed by
some mainstream economists.

Even enhancing MSP to provide
a 50% profit margin over total cost
is not challenging, considering
that current margins already stand
at around 22%. Finally, effective
procurement and distribution, as
envisaged under the National
Food Security Act, 2013, is the
most appropriate means to not
only ensure MSP but also address
hunger and malnutrition.

The PM-AASHA comprises
schemes for price support and
price deficiency payment, along
with incentives to private traders
to ensure MSP. While it possessed
all the necessary elements as
precursors to guarantee the MSP,
its side-lining in policy circles
highlights how political
expediency rules the roost.

At present, farmers hardly get
30% of the price paid by the
consumers; this will increase if
MSP is guaranteed. Establishing a
legally binding MSP will anger
intermediaries as their share will
get reduced. Often, government
intervention, and particularly a
legally binding MSP, is deemed a
problem. It is this adherence to
free market dogma that is
preventing a just solution to the
ongoing crisis in farmer incomes.



Hundreds of sacks of chilli kept for e-auction at Byadgi APMC
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market yard. SANJAYRITTI

The red hot issue
of Byadgi chillies

Byadgi chilli is known for its colour and flavour. and the century-old market in the town in north Karnataka
transacts massive quantities of the produce and attracts farmers from beyond the State, too.

Girish Pattanashetti delves into the reasons behind violent incidents that occurred in this usually
well-regulated and disciplined market on March 11

-
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President of Byadgi APMC Merchants
Association Sureshgouda Patil. SANJAY RITTI

t's 10 a.m. on Monday, and Basavaraj Na-

vale, who works for the commission agent

Basavaraj M. Chatrad, is busy assessing the

quality of the chilli kept for auction at the
Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC)
yard in Byadgi. Grabbing a handful of chilli pods
from the lots containing several bags, he assesses
the quality and jots down a few numbers on the
notepad he is carrying while an aide opens the
gunny bags to show him the pods kept for
auction.

Like Basavaraj, there are scores of people with
notepads going around the single commodity
market yard dedicated to red dry chilli, which is
spread over 78 acres in Byadgi town of Haveri dis-
trict in north Karnataka. The newcomers start
sneezing as they pass amid the bags, inhaling the
pungent odour, while the likes of Basavaraj, ac-
customed to the odour, go about their work

nonchalantly.

A special variety

The century-old market is
known for two primary va-
rieties of chillies: the Byadgi
Kaddi and Byadgi Dabbi.
The Byadagi Kaddi (Capsi-
cum annum Linn var. Acum-
inatum Fingerh) is known
for lesser pungency and is
in high demand because of
its very high colour value.
While these two are the ori-
ginal varieties for which the
Byadgi market is known,
the Guntur chilli and
around ten other varieties
with varying levels of pungency and colour va-
lue, which various seed companies have deve-
loped, are also available.

‘The Byadgi Kaddi and Dabbi varieties cultivat-
ed in rain-fed areas are considered to be of the
highest quality and, accordingly, fetch a high
price. These chilli varieties were granted the Ge-
ographical Indication (GI) tag in February 2011,
with the tag number 129. Those varieties grown
under irrigation fetch a lower price, and those va-
rieties developed by seed companies fetch even
less.

Not grown in Byadgi
However, quite ironically, both these varieties,
which were earlier grown in Byadgi, are no lon-
ger cultivated in the vicinity now because of low
yield caused by monoculture. Now, they are cul-
tivated in surrounding areas of Kundagol near
Hubballi, and Vijayapura and Bagalkot districts,
all situated in north Karnataka. Ballari district, al-
50 in north Karnataka, and the border villages of
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh states are the
leading producers of chilli. The local farmers
have mainly shifted to maize and cabbage gra-
dually over the last two to three decades.

Sudden violence

At a distance from the Byadgi AAPMC yard, sit-
ting under the shade, chilli farmers are en-
grossed in discussion about the unprecedented
violence witnessed a week ago at the same mar-

Source: The Hindu , p.
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ket and the subsequent loss and arrests. They
turn away when they notice someone clicking
photographs or making videos using a cell
phone. A little later, a platoon of CRPF

Beyond cooking

Apart from traditional usage, the Byadgi Kaddi
and Dabbi varieties of chilli are more sought after
in many industries. They are used in the produc-
tion of pickles, masala products, and chilli powd-
er, as Byadgi chilli allows for the best colour nat-
urally, that too with less pungency. Because of its
long-lasting bright red colour, it is used as a co-
louring agent and also for extraction of Oleoresin
(a concentrated form of the spice in solvent
form).

Oleoresin is used as a colouring agent in the
production of cheese, sauces, and spice mixtures
and to to deepen the colour of egg yolk. It is also
used in confectioneries, the cosmetic industry
(lipsticks), the beverage industry for toning fresh
wine, the meat industry, the pharmaceutical in-
dustry, the poultry and cattle feed industry and
as a dye in the textile industry. Byadgi chillies are
also being used as substitutes for paprika by oleo-
resin in Sri Lanl

is seen conducting a route march in a bid to reas-
sure their safety.

“This is the first time that I have seen CRPF
personnel marching in our APMC yard!” ex-
claims Basavaraj Chatrad, a second-generation
commission agent. “We have seen protests by
farmers, which were limited to burning of tyres
and roadblock b ly, the i
members would intervene to hold talks, nego-
tiate and hike prices, and the matter would end
there. But this time, it was of a different scale.
Never before in the history of the century-old
Byadgi market have we heard of such large-scale
violence,” he said, recalling the incident that oc-
curred on March 11.

Just several yards away from his office is the
APMC office, which now looks gloomy because
of the soot caused by the burning of vehicles and
office furniture. The final assessment of the dam-
age caused is still underway, and workers are bu-
sy washing the building.

‘What happened on March 11

On the afternoon of March 11, just as the e-tender
process at the APMC had concluded for the over
3 lakh bags that were put for auction and the
buyers and commission agents had received the
successful bids, a mob marched to the APMC of-
fice alleging low price for the yield.

Their allegation was that there was a sudden
drop of 23,000 to 35,000 per quintal of chilli.
Within no time, the vehicles parked on the APMC
office premises bore the brunt of their anger; the
office was ransacked and vehicles torched. “We
were just writing down the prices for each lot
when he heard the commotion,” recalled Basav-
araj Navale.

The vehicles were up in flames, and the fire
brigade vehicle, which reached the spot, too,
was torched. The personnel were manhandled
and chased away. The protesting farmers locked
the gate and did not allow the police and fire bri-
gade personnel to enter the premises. It was only

o\
Cold storage has come as a boon to the chilli farmers who bring thei
units in Byadgi taluk now. SANJAY RITTI
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America, Europe, Nepal, Indonesia and Mexico.
From Byadgi, the chilli goes to the leading expor-
ters located at Cochin (Kerala), Tamil Nadu, and
West Bengal, and in turn, after value addition,
products like Paprika Oleoresin are exported.
(Source: National Institute of Food Technology
Entrepreneurship and Management, Haryana)

after additional police force reached the spot that
the angry crowd dispersed, and the situation was
brought under control. But the damage had been
done by that time.

However, surprisingly, the market activities
resumed a few hours later, with thousands of
farmers turning up to weigh their lots, which
continued until late into the night.

‘The next couple of days saw visits by officials
and Minister of Textiles, Sugarcane Development
and Agricultural Marketing Shivanand Patil,
meeting with farmers and APMC merchants, se-
rious discussion about the reason for the vio-
lence, the problems, the demands and so on.

However, what triggered the violence remains
unresolved. If the traders are to be believed, even
when Byadgi APMC witnessed record arrivals of
over 4 lakh bags in the second week of March, the
rates were in the same range as those on March
1.

A massive market
Good and fair market conditions in Byadgi have
resulted in the Byadgi chilli market expan-
ding year after year. The Byadgi APMC now has
1,125 registered buyers and 1,013 issi

Byadgi, with more farmers availing of the facili-
ties to get better prices.

The chilli season begins in November and con-
cludes in May. However, the Byadgi market pro-
vides direct employment to several thousand pe-
ople throughout the year as the stored yield is put
for auction even after the season is over.

The market also provides indirect employ-
ment to a few thousand people who, like the wo-
men from Katenahalli village Nagamma, Bhagya
and Renuka, go back home getting higher wages
than an average daily wager. They told The Hindu
that while a daily wager might earn in the range
0f 3400 to ¥500, they earn up to 900 on a good
day, depending on the quality of the chilli pods
they de-stem.

‘Their average daily earnings are around % 700.
The men who load and unload the chilli bags
earn up to ¥1,000 per day. Many of the farmers
voluntarily give headload workers a few fistfuls of
chilli pods as *khushi’ (bhakshis), which is an ad-
ditional income for them.

However, record arrivals and the problem of
abundance have resulted in prices falling in re-
cent years, particularly for varieties developed by
seed companies. “Even now, good quality Byadgi
Kaddi and Dabbi in rainfed areas will fetch over
335,000 per quintal. But the same is not the sit-
uation of other varieties. The prices have come
down from 25,000 to 10,000 to 12,000 now
because huge arrivals have exhausted the storage
facilities,” says first-generation commission agent
Ganesh Achalkar.

Gujarat effect

Another reason cited is the arrivals from the Gon-
dal APMC yard in Gujarat until December led to a
drop in prices. The chilli variety from Gujarat is
similar to the seed variety (known as 2043) that
comes to the Byadgi market, which consequently
led to less demand for the local variety.

But the president of Merchants Association,
Byadgi, and former MLA Sureshgouda Patil, who
is credited with developing the APMC yard in his
over four-decade stint as President, believes that
low prices were not the triggering point for the
violence but the handiwork of vested interests.
“The market has been doing really well, balanc-
ing the interests of the traders and the farmers.
The systematic functioning might have attracted
the wrath of vested interests,” he alleges.

Sureshgouda, who took over the business
from his father in 1966, is unhappy with succes-
sive governments not doing much for the deve-
lopment of the Byadgi chilli even after it got GI
tag. He said the problem of space and related is-
sues, including the need for more cold storage,
had been brought to the notice of the minister,
who has itively.”

agents, and of them, around 400 buyers and
agents are active.

During 202223, the market recorded a turnov-
er of ¥ 2,281 crore, and this fiscal it is likely to
cross the number because of massive arrivals.
The expanding market has resulted in the esta-
blishment of 32 cold storages in and around

i APMC. There are 32 cold storage

However, the traders believe that one cold
storage promised by the minister will not be of
much use as the increased arrivals demand more
cold storage. They want the government to ac-
quire land to help the expansion of the market.
As a temporary solution, the merchants associa-
tion has decided to do business twice in week in-
stead of once a week so as to reduce the burden
of handling more arrivals on a single day. The as-
sociation had earlier decided to do business once
a week because of the lack of availability of
labour.

But despite all these problems, the farmers
from as far as Mantralayam in Andhra Pradesh
come to Byadgi with the hope of getting better
prices and its ability to handle massive arrivals.
Chikkanna from Mantralyam said he comes to
Byadgi as he finds it a better market than those
near his native place.

Like him, Bhimanagouda from Shankara-
bande in Ballari district has been coming to Byad-
gi for close to three decades as he gets a compara-
tively fair price for the yield, which, he says, is in
the range of over ¥5,000 than the local market.

“Byadgi market can handle large volumes.
Even if I don't get the price I am hoping to get, I
can put it in cold storage in Byadgi and sell when
the prices are up, a facility, which is not available
in any other market nearer to us,” he said.




The shrinking hopes of jowar farmers

The area under jowar in Karnataka in 1959-60 was 28.86 lakh hectares. It has reduced to just around six lakh hectares in 2022-23

Rishikesh Bahadur Desai
BELAVAGI

raveen Hebballi, who cultivates a small
patch of land near Betasuru in Belagavi
district in north Karnataka, is a farmer
with a difference. The young farmer
has been growing multiple crops with the
intention of preserving native varieties. His farm
has scores of foxtail millet and Jowar varieties. “I
was able to procure seeds of around 60 jowar
varieties, of which around 45 germinated,” he

says.

He works with various agencies like the Indian
Institute of Millet Research, University of
Agriculture Sciences, Dharwad, Sahaja
Samruddha, an organic farmers association and

ising Rainfed Agriculture Network.

Sadly, he is among the breed of Jowar farmers
who seem to be vanishing. Though the great
millet is the staple of most families in northern
Karnataka, area under the crop is reducing.

“When I was growing up, there were jowar
fields everywhere. But now they are hard to find.
At least half the farmers in the village have given
up cultivation of the . They may keep a few rows
for self use as food grain for their families and
fodder for the few cattle heads at home,* said
Hebballi.

Consistent fall

The area under jowar in Karnataka in 1959-60
was 28.86 lakh hectares. It has reduced to just
around six lakh hectares in 2022-23. The
production has reduced from 12 lakh hectares in
1960 to around seven lakh hectares in 2023.

The fall has been drastic in the last few years.
In 2017, farmers grew jowar on 11 lakh hectares.
But it dropped to 7 lakh hectares in 2022. Even in
predominantly jowar growing districts like
Vijayapura, the acreage has been halved. It
reduced to 65,000 hectares in 2023, from around
1.5 lakh hectares in 2017.

‘The only saving grace is that the productivity
has increased three times, to 1.2 tonnes per
hectares from just 4 quintals per hectares in six
decades. This is due to the research and

efforts of farm sci over the

years.

Reasons for the reduced coverage

Along pending issue is that of lower Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for jowar. The current MSP is
around 3185 for hybrid used as fodder and ¥3225
for Mal Dandi jowar or bili jola used as food grain.
This translates to around ¥31 per kg for hybrid
and t 32 for Mal Dandi varieties. This is around
half of the market prices of around 340 per kg of
hybrid and %70 per kg for Mal Dandi.

However, the market prices witness large
fluctuations.

In one year, these prices have changed from
%2000 per quintal during harvest and 36500 per
quintal during sowing.

Scientists working with jowar farmers have
observed some other trends t00.

Shreeshail 2
Karabhantanal,
scientist at the

principal

regional
agriculture
research

station in Vijayapura, lists
the reasons for the shift to
other crops, “Area under
Pigeon pea (red gram) is
increasing due to almost

including plant

Farmers engaged in winnowing jowar activity at Deshanur village near Belagavi. P. K BADIGER

sorghum production. Due to the expansion of the
area under irrigation, crops like sugarcane, chilli
and even new crops like Ajwan or caraway are
increasingly sown. They also have an established
market, making them more attractive. Most sugar
factories either carry out harvest operations or
pay the farmers for it. Such facilities are not
available for jowar as there are no jowar-based
food processing industries in the region. Only
recently, companies like Parle are introducing
Nutritional biscuits containing Jowar flour, under
their millet range,”* Dr. Karabhantanal said.

Labour shortage
Farmers say the main problem is low prices and
labour shortage. “Jowar has been consistently
fetching lower prices than other crops. The low
yield adds to the woes of farmers. We have
been demanding higher MSP and
compulsory market intervention by the
government. But our pleas have fallen on
deaf years," says Sidagouda Modagi,
Krishik Samaj leader said.
other major issue is labour
shortage. Most of the work on a jowar farm is
manual and farmers are not getting workers for
the wages they offer, he said.

“Jowar farming is seen as highly labour
intensive. Scarcity of labour during the harvesting
period is holding back farmers from sowing it.
The large fluctuations in market price and
icitation by agents of sugar factories who offer

while there is no
mechanization in

an improved variety of seeds and saplings and
the assured buy back, makes farmers opt for

Source: The Hindu , p. 4, March. 2 2, 2024

sugarcane,”* he further added.

The lous beh of the

Jowar is the major food crop in the seven districts
of Kalyan Karnataka and five districts of Kittur
Karnataka. The variety used as a food grain is
called Mal Dandi, as it was traditionally grown
along the Dhoni river in the undivided Vijayapura
district. All the other varieties, are referred by the
general term - hybrid. These are grown only for
fodder or fire wood.

“Home makers prefer the Mal Dandi because
of the taste of the rotis. The hybrid jowar flour
does not produce tasty rotis. | have never stocked
hybrid jowar, Rohan Hanje says kirana shop
owner in Belagavi.

Scientists, however, say there is no essential
difference between the two varieties. “I think it is
the perception that matters rather than the
taste, said B.D. Biradar, senior sorghum breeder
from UAS Dharwad. “Efforts of extension workers
in convincing consumers that the two are not
different have not been very successful,” he said.

There is a huge difference in the productivity
of the two varieties. While a farmer can get only
around four to six quintals per acre of Mal Dandi,
he can harvest up to 50 quintals per acre of
hybrid jowar.

The food basket model solution
While farmers have been demanding higher MSP
and universal market intervention, activists seek
sustained state support in other forms.

“We have argued that the State Government

should adopt a food basket model of public
distribution system, other than the distribution of
rice and a few other chosen materials to poor
families,* said Abhay Kumar of Grameena
Koolikarara Sangha. According to him, the food
basket refers to a package of food grains and
other materials that are routinely consumed as
staple by residents of the region. This means that
the people of northern Karnataka should get
jowar, southerners Ragi and the coastal residents
should get par boiled rice. Successive

have been this. But there
has been no effort at effective implementation,”
he said. He feels that procurement of jowar, will
gradually increase the area under cultivation.

“Secondly, the government should promote

local agri-based industries by procuring and
supplying ground nut oil, rather than palm oil
and at least one of the lentils, red gram, green
gram or black gram,”* Kumar said. “Now that the
state government has introduced Ragi gruel in
mid day meals, ragi farmers are bound to get
fairer prices,” he said.

AT

In 2017, farmers grew jowar on 11 lakh hectares, But it
dropped to 7 lakh hectares in 2022. P. k. BADIGER

Shivaleela Misale of the Swabhimani Shetkari
adds to this dation by

saying, “The government should buy farm
produce at the village levels at legally assured
prices. If the department of agriculture can sell us
seeds and fertilisers through the Raitha Samparka
kendras or by opening temporary outlets in every
village, why can it not buy from us?**

“There is renewed interest in sorghum in the
West. But sadly, we are letting it vanish before our
own eyes,” says U.S.A.- trained bio technologist
Veerendra Patil.

“Jowar crop is a friend of the farmer. It not
only feeds his family, but also his cattle. It needs
little water and is resistant to drought and
vagaries of the climate. The cost of cultivation is
lower compared to other crops. We should make
all the efforts to preserve it,” Dr. Patil said.

“Food scientists in the U.S.A. and Europe are
promoting sorghum as it is among the few grains
that are gluten and lectin free. Sorghum is high in
fibre, antioxidants, protein, and minerals like
calcium, us, i i
and iron. Our forefathers knew this, without any
scientific data available to them. But we are
oblivious to the data before us,* he said.

He also advocates cultivation of sweet sorghum
to be used as a fodder crop, as it has more energy.
Some private companies have tried to produce
multi cut sweet sorghum to harvest grains and
the stems for green fodder and fuel alcohol.
However, they have not been completely
successful, he said.

The government of India, in coordination with
state governments is conducting research on
hybrid and native sorghum varieties.

AllIndia Coordinated Research Project on
Sorghum (AICRP on Sorghum) was set up in 1969
. It is now head quartered in the Indian Institute
for Millet Research in Hyderabad. It has 21 centres
in 11 jowar growing states that are governed by
state agriculture universities. Four of these are in
Karnataka - Kalaburagi, Vijayapura, Dharwad,
and Chamaraj Nagar.




Farmers’ markets, leaf compostmg key initiatives of historic RWA

The association which
covers Richmond and
Langford Towns was set
upinthelate'70s

RASHMI RAJAGOPAL
TEAM METROLIFE

aurel Lane in Richmond Town

plays host to a farmer’s market

Jon the second Sunday of every
month. Organised by the Citizens Wel-
fare Association (CWA) of Richmond
Town and Langford Town, the latest
edition, held on March 10, saw nearly
30stalls. The nextis scheduled for
April 14,

‘The monthly market is one of multi-
pleinitiatives by the CWA, which is one
of the oldest in the city. It was formed
in1978.

The March market was set up under
atent to shield buyers, sellers and their
produce from the blazing sun. Organic
vegemble& fruits, and cleaning essen-

resldems more civic minded. And by

when they wereasked to clear it for the

products, we're also helping them
make environment-friendly choices,”
she adds.

Other initiatives

“We primarily work on civic issues

in our area, ranging from garbage
segregation to monitoring roads and
footpaths, upkeep of Ri Town

f the storm water drain,
they sold the leaf manure to the com-
munity. Subsequently, in 2023, they
opened doors toamore permanent
space at the park for their composting
activities. “We visited Swacha Graha
Kalika Kendra in HSR Layout to meet
Shanthi Tummala and Vasuki Iyengar,
experts in solid waste management, to

Park and street lights, and assisting
residents with Aadhaar cards and voter
IDs,” says Vivek Chand, former presi-
dentof the CWA.

Over the past few years, rhe budy has

options. We decided on large pits built
with cement blocks, having a central
partition with holes for aeration,”
Nuhyacxplmns Leaf composting re-
duces organic waste going into landfills

-
ince 2016, the CWA has been

e burden on the BBMP. The
compostgoes back into the local com-

taking up vari
composting at source to reduce o
waste reachmg the landfills. In 2018,

thepark.

some of the products that were sold.
“This time, we also had some live music
and a potter’s wheel,” shares Ashima

we got from the BBMP

y as garden manure, she adds.

A bit of history
It was sometime in the late ‘70s when

tosetupa jectat
Richmond Town Park,”shares Nithya
Reddy, current secretary of the CWA
who spcsrheads the projec(

Jose Pullen, who lived on Curly Street,
heard loud crying from a house nearby.
He found that the owner, an elderly

woman, had died. Her caretaker was

Chander, president of
“The help foster asense

ddition to food and
made from recycled material were

of community which in turn makes

Source: Deccan Herald, p.

ofthe park with mesh. The spaces were
used to store fallen leaves. In 2021,

unsure of how to pro-
ceed as the owner’s children had moved
to Dubai for work. Pullen took the help

3A, March , 22, 2024

engineer); K S Krishnappa (advocate)
and Kadilal Manjappa (c!
College). The 45-year-old ‘Association
currently has around 20 committee
members and covers about 900
families.
Famous residents
Nagineh Hussain Rizvi, descendant of
Sir Ismail Mirza and Agha Ali Asker,
grew up in the locality. “Ali Asker
came from Persia. A horse trader,
he became close to the maharaja and
the British regent. He boughtupalot
of property in the area. He is respon-
sible for the construction of Johnson
Market and the mosque next toiit,”
shares the 77-year-old, whose family
have been residents of the neighbour-
hood for centuries. Her father, Mir
Sarfaraz Hussain, fought in World

Organic

market.

of two other residents to orgamse hcr

War Il Hewas in prisons in
Malaysia and Singapore, she reveals.
Mushir-ul-Mulk Mir Humza Hussain,

funeral. But this event llen
to form a body of residents to wau-h
over their neighbours.

Some of the founding members were

her Inspector
General of Police after Independence.
Other famous residents include crick-
eter Syed Kirmani, doctor Sita Bhateja

Justice Igbal Hussain; Jose Pullen (chief and tennis player Dechu Appaiah.
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Decentralisation

BBMP seals Mantri mall over
334.22 cr. property tax dues

that the closure was owing to non-payment of property tax arrears. SUDHAKARA JAIN

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP)
has taken action against
Mantri Square mall in Ben-
galuru by sealing the pre-
mises for allegedly default-
ing on property tax to the
tune of ¥34.22 crore.

A BBMP official said,
“With the assistance of the
police and BBMP marshals,
we sealed Mantri mall at
Malleswaram on Saturday
morning due to outstand-
ing tax debt amounting to
approximately 334.22
crore.”

BBMP officials locked
the main door of the mall

Source: The Hindu , p. 4, March . 17, 2024

and put up a banner stat-
ing that the closure was
due to the non-payment of
property tax arrears and
that the trade licence had
been cancelled.

This is not the first time
the BBMP has taken such
an action against Mantri
mall over property tax
dues.



Source: Deccan Herald, p. 6, March , 20, 2024
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