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AGRICULTURE

KRRS opposes NOC for
field trials of Bt cotton,
maize varieties in State

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government per-
mitting field trials of Bt cot-
ton and Bt maize varieties
has attracted opposition
from farmers’ organisa-
tions with the Karnataka
Rajya Raitha Sangha (Col-
lective Leadership) and Ha-
siru Sene urging the go-
vernment to withdraw the
permission.

In a press release, the
KRRS and Hasiru Sene,
which comprises the form-
er Advocate General Ravi-
varma Kumar and Chukki
Nanjundaswamy, daughter
of the farmers’ leader late
M.D. Nanjundaswamy, as
members of its presiden-
tial board, alleged that a no
objection certificate (NOC)
had been granted to Rallies
India Ltd. to take up field
trials by the State Biotech-
nology Coordination Com-
mittee meeting held on Fe-
bruary 23. The company
has been given the NOC to
take up trials in the Univer-
sity of Agricultural Scienc-
es-Dharwad and the Un-

iversity of Agricultural
Sciences-Raichur, the
KRRS said.

It pointed out that the
private firm would be con-
ducting field trials of MLS
4301 and MLS 2531 trans-
genic cotton and maize va-
rieties from 2024 to 2026.
These two varieties have
herbicide and pesticide re-
sistance and it has been
claimed that they will in-
crease the yields by 30% to
70%, the KRRS and Hasiru
Sene said.

“But it has not been pos-
sible for the scientific com-
munity at the international
level to come to a consen-
sus on transgenic biotech-
nology. In the last 25 years,
international  scientists
have been expressing con-
cern that the use of geneti-
cally modified/transgenic
technology in agriculture
will have an irreversible
negative impact on the
health of human beings,
animals, birds and envi-
ronment,” the organisa-
tions said and prevailed
upon the State government
to prevent such field trials.

Source: The Hindu, p. 8, March. 9, 2024




Sun should become a steadfast
ally in agriculture: George

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

“The technological innova-
tions in the solar energy
sector will be productive
only when they reach the
doorsteps of farmers and
aid them in agriculture.
The country’s develop-
ment will take place only
when there is vast research
in agriculture which will
help farmers,” said Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah on
Saturday after inaugurat-
ing the Soura Shakti Mela
organised on the GKVK
campus for farmers.

The Chief Minister also
launched the Soura Mitra
app which will help
streamline the applications
of farmers who wish to in-
stall solar-powered pump
sets. More than 5,000
farmers participated in the
mela which aimed to help
them adopt solar energy
solutions and become self-
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Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and Minister of Energy K.J. George at

Soura Shakti Mela on GKVK campus in Bengaluru on Saturday.

sufficient and reduce the
reliability on conventional
electricity for irrigation.
Speaking at the mela,
Energy Minister K.J. Ge-
orge said, ”In Karnataka,
we envision transforming
the agricultural landscape
where the sun becomes a
steadfast ally in powering
our fields. Our government
is committed to champion-
ing initiatives such as the
‘Kusum B’ project, aimed
at incentivising the use of

solar-powered pump sets.
In a concerted effort to em-
brace sustainable energy
and accelerate the wides-
pread adoption of solar
pump sets, the State go-
vernment has significantly
enhanced the subsidy, now
standing at an alluring
50%. This move aims to fa-
cilitate accessibility for
farmers throughout the
State.” More than 50 solar
power product stalls were
set up at the mela.

Source: The Hindu, p. 3, March. 10, 2024




Minimum price support,
maximum gain for farmers

SIRAJ HUSSAIN & KRITI KHURANA

here are two ways to understand

repeated agitations by farmers.

Oneis that workers of all unor-
ganised sectors have low incomes.
Forinstance, artisans and weavers of
Moradabad, Bhadohi, Aligarh, Bidar
and Bhagalpur are similarly placed.
However, they are too disorganised to
even highlight their plight.

The second is that farmers face
the additional challenge of uncertain
climatic conditions and are therefore
more vulnerable than other workers
in the unorganised sector. In the last
few days alone, untimely rains have
damaged standing crops in several
districts of north India.

The ongoing farmers’ protest in
Punjab and Haryana is the latest
chapter in a series of similar agita-
tions. In March 2023, alarge number
of farmers marched from Nashik to
Mumbai. Punjab farmers are more
visible as their operational holdings
are larger and, compared to farmers
elsewhere, they earn higher income
from cultivation. They have the
wherewithal to protest. Lastly, the
political space presently available to
them to mount agitations is not avail-
able to farmers in most states.

Farmers in Punjab have seen
remunerative incomes due to the as-
sured minimum support price (MSP)
regime for wheat and paddy. While it
may not have provided high returns,
at least they were not subject to huge
fluctuationsin prices, which was a
common experience for farmers
growing crops like mustard, chana,
fruits and vegetables, soybean, tur,
maize and sunflower. Now that water
tables are going down in the region,
farmers are realising that growing

Farmers as part ofthelr ‘Delhi Chalo protest agalnst the
Union government, in Patiala. pri

paddy may not continue to be a viable
option. This situation has created the
need to diversify. To protect a similar
level of income, they want to assure
MSP for other crops.

One of the points of agenda for the
committee set up in July 2022, after an
agitation by farmers, was to suggest
how to make MSP available to farmers
by making the system more effective
and transparent. The committee has
not submitted even an interim report,
presumably because of the complexity
of the issues involved and a lack of
consensus among its members.

The guarantee of MSP
Even though the farmers are de-
manding higher MSP based on the
Swaminathan formula—it does not
necessarily mean that they can realise
assured prices during the sale of the
crop.

There is a lot of fluctuation in prices
in wholesale markets.

AllIndia prices may not provide an
accurate picture as prices are lower in

states producing surplus crops or are
higher in non-producing states.

At the time of peak arrivals of most
crops, the prices are at their lowest.
Most farmers find themselves com-
pelled to sell their produce during
this time to repay their loans and
purchase inputs for the next season.

Edible oils

Despite all the talk of the National
Mission on Edible Oils, mustard
farmers are currently receiving little
remuneration for their crops.

AtRs 4,738 per quintal in Rajast-
han in February 2024, the wholesale
price of mustard is significantly below
the Minimum Support Price (MSP) of
Rs 5,650 per quintal.

Similarly, the wholesale prices of
chana have mostly remained below
the MSP in the last five years. Only,
since September 2023, wholesale
prices of chana have shown an
increasing trend and they are now
closer to MSP.

» The hope of MSP, Page 2

Reconstitute the committee on MSP and appomt hlpartlsan memhers

dasimilar ~ TI

Poultry
crash in pri rhuugh
andsupplyare better managedduetothe

of paddyover
ion cost during lhe TE 2021-22
was 42.1%. The average gross return for

the Legislative Assembly
and the Legislative Council unanimously
passedabill which provides 10% reserva-

dominance of the National Egg Coordina-
tionCommittee. InJanuaryand February
2020, egg prices fell to Rs 34010350 per
100 eggs in Namakkal, Delhi and Hyder-
abad due to fake news on social media
linking the consumption of chicken and
eggstothe spread of coronavirus.

As a result, poultry demand was
destroyed and broiler prices in Delhi
crashed toRs 45 perkg. Manywere forced
outofbusiness.

Costof (ulnvatlon

maize, tur, moong, urad and cotton were
42.2%, 56.7%, 25.3%, 27.1% and 30.2%
respectively.

Duringthis period, sugarcane gave the
highest return of 110%. Sugarcane is the
only crop for which sugar mills are man-
dated by law to pay the price fixed by the
government.

For the diversification from paddy to
succeed, Punjab farmers have been de-

tionforthe Marathacommunityineduca-
tion and government jobs. This agitation
has been going on since the 19805 and it
can be argued that impending elections
may have persuaded the state govern-
ment to enact the reservation law.

However, itisunlikely that thedemand I\

offarmers forlegal MSPwould beaccept-
edeventhough theannouncementof Lok
Sabha electionsis only weeks away.

manding assured and re-
turns by demanding a legal guarantee of
MSP for all 22 crops for which the Union

One reason why i from G

paddy is yet to be successful in Punjab
could be due to low returns from other
crops. If we look at gross returns, paddy
gave the highest average gross returns
over the cost of cultivation plus family
labour for Kharif crops in the triennium
ending (TE) 2021-22.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&2, March,

declares MSP.

Way forward
Farmcm may be hoping thatan agitation

Evenif i legalright, there
would be practical difficulties in imple-
menting the same as less than a third of

Thiswasa response to farmers’distressin
the preceding years. Asaresult, the MSP
of several crops increased substantially.
However, in the absence of assured pro-
curement, the farmers of several produc-
ing areas did not realise the same.

Therefore, it may be a good idea for
the government toreconstitute the com-
mittee on MSP and appoint bipartisan
members whose recommendations will
be widely accepted across the political
spectrum,

Ifan acceptable mechanism is evolved
tosharethe financial burdenbetween the
Union government and the state govern-

ments, it may be possible for the states

agri i inAPMCsand
thereisnorecord of buyersandsellersin
the case of transactions that take place
ouis:de the APMCs.

Afarmerd

toagree to take pSt
protect MSP.
In the case of agricultural commodi- fo kccp !(md inflation under check and A commmee hendcd by a bureaucrat
ties that are |mponed to meet domestic fromimposing  isunlikely to b h
di higher tari rts. nous and critical issues.

chance

of success. Theexampleof; reserwmnn for

ers who also function as aggregators. It
will be next to i to change this

beenloston them. OnFebruary 20, 2024

informal arrangement.

and masoor, the government can easily
adjust tariffs to protect MSP.
The government would however like

10, 2024

that MSP in future will provide at least
a 50% return on the cost of cultivation.

InJuly 2018, the decided former Union Ag
Ser.r:'mry Khuranaisa PhDscholar zym

nomicsat BITS Pilani, Hyderabad.)
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Upset over fall in prices, farmers
resort to violence in Byadgi

The Hindu Bureau
HUBBALLI

Reportedly upset over sud-
den fall in the prices of chil-
li varieties in the wake of
huge arrivals, a mob com-
prising mainly of farmers
resorted to violence at the
APMC yard in Byadgi of
Haveri district on Monday
evening, ransacking and
burning down the APMC of-
fice and torching few vehi-
cles, including a fire engine
that was deployed to extin-
guish the blaze.

According to the local
traders, the trouble started
after the e-tender process
was completed and the
prices of various chilli lots
were announced. Even as
some farmers were busy
getting their chill lots
weighed, a section of the
farmers marched to the
APMC office alleging that
prices had been brought
down deliberately.

While Byadgi APMC had
registered arrival of over 4
lakh bags of chilli last week,
Monday too witnessed
huge arrivals. On Monday
3,13,156 bags of chilli ar-
rived at Byadgi APMC.
While traders maintained
that they had made bids as
per the quality of the chilli,
the protesting farmers al-
leged that it had been delib-
erately brought down.

The protesting farmers,
all of a sudden resorted to
stone pelting on the APMC
office, ransacked the furni-
ture and computers and
then torched a vehicle
parked outside the office.
Few other vehicles on the
premises too bore the
brunt of their anger. Subse-
quently the angry mob
torched the office also des-
troying documents and oth-
er assets.

Ti

Damaged: The APMC office at Byadgi was ransacked and set on fire
along with some vehicles on the premises on Monday.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The police who were
present in negligible num-
ber were helpless in con-
trolling the mob. Although
a fire engine was deployed
to extinguish the fire, the
irate mob did not allow the
personnel to do their duty.
The police personnel and
fire brigade personnel who

rushed to the spot were al-
so chased away and the fire
engine too was torched.
Some of the police person-
nel too have sustained
injuries.

For some time, the pre-
mises remained unreacha-
ble even for the police as
the mob had closed the en-

try points. It was only after
a while that additional pol-
ice force managed to bring
the situation under control.

According to Superin-
tendent of Police of Haveri
Anshukumar Srivastav, dur-
ing the protest, which
turned violent, some of the
police personnel sustained
injuries. The situation had
been brought under con-
trol and the police detained
some persons. After the
police took control, the
market activities started
again late in the evening.

Meanwhile, the presi-
dent of the APMC Mer-
chants’ Association Suresh-
gouda Patil termed it a
black day in the history of
Byadgi market. He said that
the bids were made based
on the quality of the yield.
If they felt that the prices
had been brought down,
they should have held dis-
cussion. However it was re-
grettable that they had re-
sorted to violent protests,
he said.

BJP charge

The Opposition BJP alleged
that the incident of angry
farmers attacking the
APMC office and setting the
vehicles on fire in Haveri
was a direct consequence
of Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah-led Congress govern-
ment’s anti-farmer policies
and lackadaisical attitude in
managing the drought sit-
uation.

The Leader of the Oppo-
sition R. Ashok said, “At
least now the Chief Minister
should wake up from his
deep slumber and provide
‘guarantee of drought re-
lief” to Anandatas. Else the
day is not far when desper-
ate farmers will set ablaze
the CM’s residence and Vid-
han Soudha.”

Source: The Hindu, p. 10, March. 12, 2024




Help farmers adapt
tonewnormal

Reelingunder
water crisis and
climate change, the
farm sector needs
proactive policies

LENIN BABU

he less-than-normal
Tmonsoon in 2023 has

left several regions of
the country grappling with
drought conditions. A re-
cent prediction by the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) warns of heightened
summer heat waves, exac-
erbating water concerns in
rural India. Already, several
regions and cities are facing
water stress, prompting state
departmentstoexplorealter-
native measures for ensuring
drinkingwater supplies. The
Government of Karnataka’s
recent announcement of
the allocation of significant
funds for tackling drinking
water problems is a positive
step. While these measures
may provide respite to some
extent for habitations and
livestock, the farm sector
remains the mostvulnerable
segment.

The farm sector is the real
economic driving force of
the country, and with alarge
portion of the population de-
pendentdirectlyorindirectly
onit, the country hastomove
away from knee-jerk meas-
ures such as input subsidies
orwaiversof some taxes here
and there.

Agriculture remains the
single largest consumer of
fresh water in the country,
with water use efficiency far
from optimal levels. The farm
sector maycome sooner than
later, in direct conflict with
otherdemandingsectorslike
urban citiesand industry. Itis
not that the farm sector has
gonetothe pointofnoreturn.
Itrequiresafew policy chang-
es and proactive initiatives
from the state government.

Forinstance, only 26.5% of
the sown area (30,900 km?)
of Karnataka is under irriga-
tion, and with limited poten-
tial for additional irrigation,
the farm sector may remain
vulnerable to drought. The
onlysustainablesolutionisef-
ficient water use that adopts
and adheres to the water pol-
icies of both the Government
of Indiaand Karnatakatoen-
sure ‘every unit of water has
to be efficiently utilised.”

Micro-irrigation (drip or
sprinkler) is the ideal candi-
date toensure highwateruse
efficiencyand helpinthe con-
servation of water resources,
along with improving yield
rates and reducing input
costs. However, the majority
of farmerswith marginaland
small land holdings may not
beable to afford to adopt mi-
croirrigation, and state sup-
port s vital to ensure higher
penetration of microirriga-
tion. Budgetary allocation
for subsidies to encourage
microirrigation is limited.

The current trend of distri-
bution of these limited funds
is through equality (same
preference to all districts)
and also political interfer-
ence. Thus, we find that in
Karnataka, rainfed, drought-
pronedistricts have received
lower allocations than some
districts in the Malnadu re-
gion. This practice should
be changed, wherein equity
would be the norm for the
allocation of subsidies for
microirrigation. In other
words, the susceptibility of
a region to drought should
be the guiding factor for al-
locations. Thus, more allo-
cation should be madeto the
water-stressed region of the
state toensure protectiveirri-
gationratherthan productive
irrigation until the large re-
gions of the state or country
have better drought-proofing
capacities.

On the other hand, chang-
ing climate patterns are
hanging on Indian agricul-
turelikeasword of Damocles.
Indianagricultureisattuned
to climate to a great extent,
and with climate changing
at an alarming speed, even
microirrigation may not be
effective in resolving the wa-
ter crisis in decades to come.
We need to plan now to keep
upwiththechanging climate,
and precision farming offers
solutions. However, at pres-
ent, a small percentage of
farmersonly adopt precision
farmingat fullscaleduetothe
costinvolved inadoption. But
some practices of precision
farming, such as land level-
ling, can be encouraged.

Themostimportantstake-
holder in making Indian ag-
riculture sustainable and
viable is the farmer himself.
He is receptive, but at the
same time, he is obstinate.
Until a couple of decades
ago, voluntary agencies had
contributed to a great extent
tomaking farmersadopt. But
inrecentyears, the contribu-
tionofvoluntaryagencieshas
been significantly reduced,
and government agencies
must make farmers using
traditional methods adapt
to the new normality. For
instance, in cases of delayed
monsoons or less-than-nor-
mal monsoon rains, the cur-
rent practice is to advise the
farmerstodelay the sowing of
the tur (pigeon pea) attheap-
propriatetimewindowinthe
northern Karnataka region.

Alternatively, farmers can
be advised to sow the seeds
in controlled conditions, for
instance, athome, asitwould
greatly reduce the water de-
mand, and after a few weeks,
the seedlings can be trans-
planted. It would increase
the costslightly but certainly
help farmersintermsofyield.
However, tobringaboutsuch
small but paradigm-chang-
ing shifts and make farmers
more receptive, the govern-
mentshould expanditsreach
by spending more onagricul-
tural extension activities.

(Thewriterisan
indevendent researcher)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.8, March, 14, 2024
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Farmers gathered in Delhi yesterday, again demanding legally guaranteed MSP.
A law per se isn’t a problem. Problem is farmers’ definition of a good price

C Rangarajan & S Mahendra Dev

Farmers mostly from
states around Delhi
held a mahapanchayat
in the capital yester-
. day to put forth their

= demands on changes
they want in agricultural policy. The core demand is
about Minimum Support Price (MSP), the manner in
which it’s fixed and alegal backing for it.

of MSP d d | When
output increases well beyond the
market demand at a price remunerative
to producers, market prices decline.
Therefore, in the absence of an effective
price support policy, farmers are faced
with a loss of income, depending on
how much the price decline is. The
farm distress has been partly on
accountof thissituation, as theloss of
income is beyond the ability of the
small farmers to absorb.

Legal guarantee possible | MSP scheme
has been in existence for several
decades and it is particularly effective
for rice and wheat crops. The legal
guarantee for MSP can be introduced.
But, there are a few issues that need to
be clarified before launching.

Twin benefits of PDS | In the case of
wheat and rice, the prescription of
MSP has been combined with total
procurement of all the grains offered
at that price and a public distribution
system through which the procured
grainsaredistributed.

Thus, it combines protection to producers with
protection to consumers. PDS sale price is far less than
the price at which the cereals are procured resulting in
ahugesubsidy tobe borne by central govt. Accordingto
GOI'sbudget, food subsidies this fiscal willamounttoa
littleover2Lcr.

Defining legal MSP | In this context, two questions
arise. First, do we need to extend such a scheme to
all crops? Second, in the context of a legalised
MSP, which means that nobody can buy at a price
lower than MSP, what should be the precise inter-
pretation? We need to mark a distinction between

‘remunerative price’and MSP.

Cereals are unique | What we have done with respect to
wheat and rice cannot be replicated. A huge marketing
structure, including storage facilities, will have to
be built. There are alternative ways like limited
procurement where private market will continue to
havearolesothat the two together will stabilise market
price at MSP. As of now, besides wheat and rice, there
are 21 other crops, including some commercial crops,
for which MSPs are officially announced. But there

is procurement only insome years.

Let’stalkabout costs | In fixing MSP, we need to consider
three types of costs.

® A2: It represents the costs actually incurred by
farmers.

® A2+FL: To the cost actually incurred by farmers,
GOlIassumesavalueforthe work afarmer’sfamily puts
induringacrop cycle.

® C2:C2istruly comprehensive.Ittakes A2+FLand
adds on an assumed value for interest on the fixed
capital used in agricultural operations together with
rental value of a farmer’s own land. C2 represents the

Source: The Times of India, p.10, March. 15, 2024

economic cost of growinga crop.

How MSP works | Presently, the government provides
MSP that is equal to 50% above A2+FL. Farmers want
MSP to be fixed at 50% above C2. C2 cost is 31% higher
than A2+FL for paddy in 2023-24.

In the case of wheat, C2 cost over A2+FL is 46%. A
very high margin of 50% over C2 cost will result in GOI
becoming the only procurer. Such a situation would
become unsustainable.

How to work out legal MSP | A legally
binding MSP must have only a small
margin of say 10%, if C2is considered.
It should take care of the price uncer-
tainty induced by the markets. Other-
wise, we are distorting the words
‘minimum’and ‘support’.

Don’t forget interstate differences |
MSP is fixed based on the weighted
average cost for all India. However, the
costof production variesacross states.
The projected A2+FL cost of produc-
tion for paddy was lowest at 864 per
quintal in Punjab due to higher yield
as compared to all-India cost of 1,455
per quintal.

Among top five producers of paddy
in the country, which accounted for
52.5% production share of projected
states during 2021-22, Punjab has the
lowest A2+FL cost of production,
while West Bengal has the highest cost
of production at%1,766 per quintal.

Productivity matters | For the high-
cost and low-yield states, legal MSP
alone may not help. These states
should reduce cost of cultivation and
increaseyields inorder to have higher profit margins
over costs. The institutional arrangements to ensure
fair and competitive markets are also essential for
MSP to play its role in providing a protective price
environment for the farmers.

In conclusion, the real issue is not giving legal
status to MSP. It can be done. But the most important
decision is how we conceive the concepts ‘minimum’
and ‘support’ in MSP. The MS Swaminathan
Commission recommendation of C2+50% needs
some modification.

Rangarajan is former governor, RBI. Dev is former
chairman, Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices
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Decentralisation

Poll factor, B’luru water
crisis may push property
tax change to next year

Nithya.Mandyam
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The new proper-
ty tax regime where the levy is
proposed to be calculated ba-
v sed on guidance
value may be
implemented on-
ly during 2025-26,
{ and not from
T April 1 this year
as announced by deputy CM
DK Shivakumar on Monday.
A senior bureaucrat told
TOI Lok Sabha polls and drin-
king water crisis in Bengaluru
have left political leaders cha-
ry of the potential fallout of
the new tax system. “It might
hit their votebank,” he said.
Another senior BBMP of-
ficial said the software requi-
red for the new system is not

Continued..

ON GUIDANCE VALUE

» The new property tax has
six categories and it will be
calculated by assigning a certain
percentage of guidance value
» A senior bureaucrat says
implementing the new tax
system “may hit votebank”

» Another official says that
software is not ready & BBMP
must explain new tax to people

ready yet, another reason for
a delayed rollout. “BBMP ne-
eds to give more time for peo-
ple to understand the new
property tax system and then
educate them on its benefits,”
the official said. Both officers
didn’t want to be identified.

»‘Will be a sham’,P 2



‘Will be sham to announce new
system and defer it in evening’

» Continued from page 1

sked why the govt was
Arepeatedly saying the
new system will be im-
plemented this year, the se-
nior bureaucrat said, “It will
be a sham if they announced
in the morning that they will
implement the system and
deferitintheevening.”
According to a BBMP re-
lease, the present unit area
value property tax system,
implemented in 2008, has 18
categories grouped under
six zones. Each zone has a
different tax rate computed
on the basis of then prevail-
ing rental value. The over-
lapping categories gave dis-
cretion to officials and was
confusing for citizens, re-
sulting in citizens wrongly
declaring their taxes and
BBMP losing revenue.
“Guidance values have
changed between 2008 and
the previousrevision in 2016.
Today, citizens with lower
guidance value are categor-
ized in high tax rate zones
and vice-versa. A low guid-
ance value property in high

PROPERTY TAX: NEW MODEL VERSUS OLD

Taxas%of Avgtaxas Expected
cary | e S e
system) Rs) (inRs)
Residential 0.075% & 0.15% 4,942 5,274 6.7%
Commercial 0.37% 69,525 74,040 6.5%
Industrial 0.15% 80,550 84,817 5.3%
Star hotel 0.75% 1,21,60,791 | 1,29,63,392 | 6.6%
Vacant land 0.03% 1,460 1,580 8.2%
Overall impact of new system | 6,5%

PROPERTY
PANGS

tax rate zone (say in A or B
zone) ends up paying more
tax than high guidance value
property in low tax rate zone
(say in D, E or F zone),”
BBMP said.

The proposed property
taxsystem hassix categories
— residential, commercial,
industrial, star hotels, ex-
empted, and vacantlands.

The property tax will be
computed by assigning a cer-

Source: The Times of India, p.1&2, March. 12, 2024

tain percentage of guidance
value of the property de-
pending upon their size,
built-up area and usage. For
example, 0.075-0.15% of guid-
ance value is assigned to resi-
dential properties and it
works out to be an average
property tax of Rs 5,274 per
year, which is 6.7% higher
than the existing average
property tax of Rs4,942. While
the average increase is in the
same range for commercial,
industrial and star hotels, the
increase is as high as 8.2% for
vacant lands. The annual in-
creaseiscappedat10%.
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Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The Union government has
tweaked the new ¥75,000-
crore PM Surya Ghar Muft
Bijli Yojana (rooftop solar:
free electricity scheme).
From an initial plan to fully
subsidise the installation of
1 kW-3 kW solar systems in
one crore households via
tie-ups with renewable
energy service companies,
the scheme will now only
contribute up to 60% of
the costs, The Hindu has
learnt.

Households interested
in availing the scheme’s be-
nefits will have to fork out
the balance amount and
pay a minimum of 20,000
depending on the power
capacity of the installed
system though this could
be defrayed by a low-inter-
est, collateral-free loan.

Only houses with a suit-
able roof and an existing
connection to the grid will
be eligible for the scheme
and consumers still have to
pay for all the net power
supplied and consumed

ECONOMY
Centre tweaks PM solar ‘free electricity’ scheme

via the grid. “The free com-
ponent in this, is in the
sense, that it will reduce
your electricity bill. You
will get a payback and that
can range from three to se-
ven years. Whatever capi-
tal cost [is invested by con-
sumer] will be recovered in
three to five years and after
that it could mean even in-
come,” Bhupinder Bhalla,
Secretary, Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy, the
nodal body coordinating
the scheme, told The Hin-
du on Friday.

Through a system of
net-metering, any solar
power produced in a hou-
sehold and unused will
flow back into the grid and
will be offset in the house-
hold’s electricity bill. De-
pending on consumption
patterns, this could even
mean consumers earning
money, though the general
experience, the world ov-
er, shows a reduction in
bills.

Power Minister R.K.
Singh had explained the fi-
nancing of the scheme dif-
ferently in an interaction

Currently, a rooftop solar
system in India costs nearly
350,000 per kW.

with reporters on Febru-
ary 3.

He had said that public
sector units, affiliated to
the Power Ministry, would
be reaching out to “eligi-
ble” households and in-
stalling the rooftop solar
systems for free.

“Sixty per cent of the
cost of installation will be
subsidised by the Centre.
For the rest, [a Central] Pu-
blic Sector Enterprise will
take a loan [from a bank]
and will repay from the
cost of electricity [used by
the household] over and
above the 300 units. You as
a householder pay noth-
ing,” he had said.

Source: The Hindu, p. 14, March. 9, 2024

DECCANTIERALD

Finance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman in her Bud-
get Speech had first men-
tioned the scheme
envisaged to generate up to
300 units of free electricity
every month.

Mr. Bhalla clarified that
the while there would be
an “option” for having ser-
vice companies provide so-
lar installations, the “fo-
cus” of the scheme had
shifted towards consumers
taking loans and getting in-
stallations.

The major difference
from previous versions of
the scheme is a doubling of
the subsidy on rooftop so-
lar (from an earlier 14,500
per kW) and an anticipated
improvement in service
delivery. “We have learnt
from past mistakes. There
are 4,300 vendors and a
convenient system for a
household to apply online
and get it installed,” reck-
oned Mr. Bhalla. “Unlike in
the past you don’t have to
run around to get an
installation.”

As the scheme is now
envisaged, 12 public sector

banks will offer a collateral
free loan (1% above the cur-
rent prevailing RBI repo
rate, now 6.5%) to anyone
with a viable roof and grid
connectivity and wanting
to install a rooftop system.
A 3 kW-hour system can
generate up to 300 units a
month, depending on
available sunshine and for
this a maximum subsidy of
up to 78,000 will be avail-
able.

Currently a rooftop so-
lar system costs about
350,000 per kW. A house-
holder can either pay the
balance or take a loan. A
vendor will appraise the
site and then install the sys-
tem along with an inverter
and a smart meter that can
switch between grid and
solar supply. Operation
and maintenance costs up
to five years will be fac-
tored into the cost.

“We already have 40
lakh registrations and
some installations are al-
ready under way in Guja-
rat. We expect to reach the
target of one crore houses
in three years,” he added.

Govt clears Wistron, Air India
projects; okays 17k-cr investment

Solar panel making unit to
come up in Bengaluru Rural

BENGALURU, DHNS

he Siddaramaiah ad-

I ministration on Friday

cleared 14 investment

proposals worth Rs 17,835.9

crore, which includes projects

of Apple iPhone maker Wis-
tronand Air India.

All proposals that were
cleared in the 63rd State High
Level Clearance Committee
(SHLCC), chaired by Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah, will

create 27,067 jobs, the govern-
ment said in astatement.

Much of the proposed in-
vestments-Rs10,433.72 crore
- will come to Vijayapura, Ka-
laburagi, Ballari and Belagavi
districts of north Karnataka.

The biggest project belongs
to Wistron Infocomm Manu-
facturing India Pvt Ltd, which
will invest Rs 2,095 crore to
generate 21,723 jobs.

The company will set up a
smartphone manufacturing

unit at Narsapur Industrial
AreainKolar.

Air India will pump in Rs
1,750 crore for aMaintenance,
Repair, Overhaul (MRO) unit
at the Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport in Bengaluru
for single aisle and wide-body
aircraft. This will create 1,200
jobs.

AttheDefence & Aerospace
Park in Bengaluru Rural, ICT
Service Management Solu-
tions (India) Pvt Ltd will setup
a manufacturing unit for lap-
topsand electronic equipment
withaninvestment ofRs 1,450
crore creating 2,500 jobs.

STT Global Data CentresIn-
dia Pvt Ltd is setting up a data
centre in Devanahalli costing
Rs 1,352.3 crore that will pro-
vide 250 jobs.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, March, 9, 2024
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At Vijayapura, Indian Cane
Power Ltd will set up a sugar
factory worth Rs 1,078 crore.
This will create 309 jobs, the
governmentsaid.

The same company will
spend an additional Rs 492.29
crore to expand the Alagawa-
di Bireshwar Sugar factory in
Belagavi.

Shri Balaji Sugars and
Chemicals Pvt Ltd willenhance
the capacity of the Yaragal sug-
ar factory with an investment
of Rs 494.75 crore for 1,085
jobs.

Greenko KAO1 IREP Pvt
Ptd (formerly Greenko Solar
Energy Pvt Ltd) will spend
Rs 5,948.06 crore to enhance
pump storage facility at Be-
lagavi.

RBSSN Ferrous Industries

Ltdwillinvest Rs1,620.80 cror
eon a 130 MW power plant in
Ballari.

Bengaluru Rural will get
a solar panel manufacturing
unit by Emmvee Energy Pvt
Ltd (formerly Emmvee Photo-
voltaic Power Pvt Ltd) ata cost
of Rs 676.28 crore.

Ultratech Cement Ltd will
take up mining Kalabura-
gi with an investment of Rs
490.38 crore. In Belagavi,
Athani Sugars Ltd will expand
its distillery unit (Rs 205.89
crore). At Koppal, Ukem Agre
Infra Ltd will expand its sugar
factory (Rs 205.89 crore).

Schneider Electric IT
Business India Pvt Ltd will
invest Rs 78.60 crore on an
electronics equipment unit in
Bengaluru.
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Govt ends tax break
for high-end EVs,

to levy 10% of cost

Suchith.Kidiyoor
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The prices of
high-end electric vehicles —
Rs 25 lakh upwards — will go
up in Karnataka as 10% of
their costs will be collected as
lifetime tax at the time of the-
irregistration.

This will apply to electric
cars, jeepsand busesand ano-
tification to this effect was is-
sued Thursday.

This is the govt’s first mo-
ve to do away with tax exemp-
tions applicable to registra-
tion of new electric vehicles.

“For the last se-
ven years, owners (g
of electric vehi- |
cles, irrespective
of the price range,
enjoyed tax ex- g
emptions as part W4,
of the govt’s stra-
tegy to promote eco-friendly
mobility systems. As the mar-
ket is expanding and growing
for electric vehicles over the
years, what has been obser-
ved is more high-end battery-
operated vehicles are also hit-
ting the road. Many brands
sell cars, ranging from Rs 25
lakh to close to Rs 2 crore, and
are mostly bought by affluent
people,” said a transport de-
partment official.

According to govt estima-
tes, there will be 23 lakh elec-
tric vehicles in Bengaluru by
2030, compared to 80,000 in
2021. Across the state, the
number of electric vehicles
has crossed the 31akh mark.

Earlier, there was a propo-

sal to bring vehicles costing
above Rs 20 lakh under the li-
fetime tax bracket. With the
approval of the state govern-
ment, it has been revised to
above Rs 251akh.

After gettingconsent from
the governor, the Karnataka
Motor Vehicles Taxation
(Amendment) Act was publis-
hed in the special state gazet-
te paving way for the collec-
tion of the tax.

3% cess on transport vehicles
Thisapart, buyers of fossil fu-
el-driven transport and com-
mercial vehicles will also ha-
ve to shell out more
| for registration. As
y| per theamendment
4 to the Act, collec-
tion of cess is ai-
4% med at generatinga
sy 4 fund for the welfare
of drivers and alli-
ed workers working in the
transport sector.

“In addition to the exis-
ting cess of the tax levied un-
der Section 3 on motor vehi-
cles registered under Motor
Vehicles Act, 1988 (Central
Act 59 of 1988), three percent
additional cess shall be levied
and collected on transport ve-
hicles for the purpose of Kar-
nataka Motor Transport and
Other Allied Workers Social
Security and Welfare Fund,”
statesthe Act.

Sources said the move is
likely to generate Rs 100 crore
annually which will be used
tosupport social security and
welfare schemes in the unor-
ganised sector.

Source: The Times of India, p.4, March. 9, 2024
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358 projects
approved by SC
panel: KMERC

BENGALURU, DHNS: The Kar-
nataka Mining Environment
Restoration Corporation
(KMERC) has said that the
total number of projects
approved by the Oversight
Authority (appointed by
the Supreme Court) as on
date is 358, with an outlay
of Rs 7,928.78 crore, for the
benefit of the communities
affected bymining in Ballari,
Vijayanagar, Chitradurga
and Tumakuru districts.

The KMERGC, in its re-
sponse to DH’s story titled
“KMERC funds elude min-
ing-ravaged areas” pub-
lished on March 4, stated
thatall the projects beingim-
plemented by the KMERC
under the Comprehensive
Environment Plan for Min-
ing Impact Zone (CEPMIZ)
are within the mining-im-
pacted zone and with the
approval from the Supreme
Court. The letter states that
KMERC has taken up 83
eco-restoration projects
worth Rs 1,353.31 cr in four
districts, 10 projects related
towomen and child develop-
ment worth Rs 307.10 cr, 10
health projects at Rs 263.51
cr, skill development proj-
ectsat Rs149.32 cr.

Other projects are in the
category ofanimal husband-
ry (Rs 262.24 cr), irrigation
(Rs 508.61 cr), rural road
projects (Rs1858.90 cr). The
KMERCisimplementing 59
projectsworthRs 2076.10 cr
in Sandur taluk.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, March, 9, 2024
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‘Upskilling a key to K'taka's $1
trillion economy aspirations’

But the exercise also
calls for a multi-
pronged approach
for balanced growth

—v

BENGALURU, DHNS

or Karnataka to achieve
Fits goal of becoming a $1

trillion economy by 2035,
the state will have to take multi-
ple steps towards accelerating
sustainable growth and upskill-
ing, according to Kamal Bali,
the managing director and
president of Volvo India Group.

“Karnataka can overachieve
this target provided we upskill
close to half a million youth
every year, increase the R&D
spends, make the 900,000 reg-
istered MSMEs ESG compliant
with accessto marketlinkages,
focus on building sustainable
cities beyond Bangalore, and
betheleaderincleanenergyas
nearly 50% of Karnataka’s en-
ergyis (already) renewable,”he
pointed out during his keynote
address at the Confederation
of Indian Industry’s (CII) Kar-
nataka State Annual Meeting
2024 in Bengaluru.

Henoted thatIndia’scurrent
economic growth is hinged on
factorslike structural reforms,
digitisation of financial mar-
kets, financial inclusion and a
commitment to tackle climate

2/ 4 W2
A

N

L-R N Venu, Vice Chairman, Cll Karnataka, Kaal Bal

A STATE ANNUAL MEETING 2023-24
&

. Conference on

Chairman, Cll Southern Region, Vijaykrishnan Venkatesan,
Chairman, Cll Karnataka.

change.

During the same event,
Hitachi Energy’s managing
director and chief executive
officer for India and South
Asia, N Venu, noted thatifIndia
wants to achieve its targets to
become net zero by 2070 and
50%renewable energydepen-
dentby 2030, citizens and state
willhaveto putin 3-4 times the
current effort.

“The energy transition busi-
nesses wherever, whether in
generation, transmission, dis-
tribution, or consumption, isa
huge opportunity for us. From
the energy standpoint, Karna-
taka hasbeen leading by being
thefirstinthe countrytoadopt
arenewable policy,” he said.

Venu was elected the chair-
manofthe ClI Karnataka State
Council for the year 2024 -25
on Friday, after serving as the
vice chairman the previous
year. He replaced Vijaykrish-
nan Venkatesan, managing di-

rector ofindustrial technology
provider Kennametal India.

During his address, Venka-
tesanstressed that sustainable
growthinthestate would mean
notrelying completely on soft-
ware exports to drive export
revenue and GDP contribu-
tion.

“For the overall develop-
ment of the state, especially
at a grassroots level, other
sectorssuch as skilling, educa-
tion, manufacturing, tourism,
healthcare, and others are
needed to boost our economic
development, thus mitigating
any risk, which usually hap-
pens when there is an over-in-
dexing of one particular sec-
tor,” he explained.

Rabindra Srikantan,
founder and managing di-
rector of engineering consul-
tancy and solutions provider
ASM Technologies Ltd, was
electedvice president of CII’s
Karnataka chapter.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.13, March, 9, 2024
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NK to get big chunk of
investments in ‘Beyond
Bengaluru’ push

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government has
approved six new projects
and eight additional invest-
ment proposals worth
%17,835.9 crore. An invest-
ment of ¥10,433.72 crore, a
major chunk of the total
projects announced,
would be captured by Vi-
jayapura, Kalaburagi, Bal-
lari, and Belagavi districts
of North Karnataka. The
State government has been
constantly push-
ing ‘Beyond Bengaluru’ to
decongest the State capital
and also to trigger econom-
ic growth across the State.
These business propo-
sals, expected to create
27,000 jobs across Karna-
taka, were cleared by the
63rd State High-Level Clea-
rance Committee (SHLCC),

headed by Chief Mi-
nister Siddaramaiah, on
Friday.

Wistron proposal

The SHLCC received a nod
for six new projects worth
18,220.05 crore, and eight
additional investment pro-
jects worth ¥9,615.85 crore.
The committee also ap-
proved Wistron’s proposal
involving an investment of
¥2,095 crore that is expect-
ed to generate 21,723 jobs
in the State. Other large
proposals cleared by the
government included a
?1,750-crore MRO project
by Air India Ltd., STT Glo-
bal Data Centres India Pvt.
Ltd. (%1,352.3 crore), In-
dian Cane Power Ltd.
(1,078 crore), and ICT Ser-
vice Management Solu-
tions which announced an
investment of ¥1,450 crore.

Source: The Hindu, p. 5, March. 10, 2024
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Gig workers suffer from lack of
social security, regulations: study

A. M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

Almost a third of app-
based cab drivers work for
over 14 hours a day, while
more than 83% work more
than 10 hours and 60%
work over 12 hours, ac-
cording to a study of more
than 10,000 Indian cab
drivers, gig and platform
workers.

It noted that social dis-
parities make the situation
worse, with over 60% of
the drivers from the Sche-
duled Castes and the Sche-
duled Tribes working for
over 14 hours a day, while
only 16% from the unre-
served category work such
long hours.

The study was conduct-
ed by the People’s Associa-

Constantly at work

Asked if they take a single day off in a week,
40% of the app-based workers surveyed said “No”
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tion in Grassroots Action
and Movements, and the
Indian Federation of App-
based Transport Workers,
with technical support
from the University of
Pennsylvania and Frie-
drich-Ebert-Stiftung India,
a German foundation.
Authors of the study,

which will be released on
Monday, recommended
stronger social security for
app-based workers, and
called on the government
to exercise oversight on the
fairness of algorithms and
mechanisms used by plat-
forms to monitor such
workers. The report said

Overall, 5,302 cab drivers and 5,028 delivery per-
sons across eight cities — Delhi, Hyderabad, Ben-
galuru, Mumbai, Lucknow, Kolkata, Jaipur, and
Indore — participated in a 50-question survey;
78% of the respondents were in the age group of 21

to 40 years.

Due to the demanding work hours, the study
found that drivers are physically exhausted, and
exposed to an increased risk of road traffic acci-
dents, especially due to the ‘10-minute delivery at
the doorstep’ policy of certain e-commerce plat-
forms. The lack of social and job security creates
additional stress and leads to potential health is-
sues. “It was found that 76% of the delivery per-
sons are struggling to make their ends meet and
over 80% of app-based cab drivers were not satis-
fied with the fares offered by the companies,” the
report said. Another major complaint of the work-
ers is the issue of customer misbehaviour.

Source: The Hindu, p. 1&10, March. 11, 2024
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that over 43% of partici-
pants in the study earn less
than I500 a day, or
15,000 a month, after de-
ducting all costs. It found
that 34% of the app-based
delivery persons earn less
than %10,000 a month,
while 78% spend over 10
hours daily at work.

Adding to the problem
Noting the differences
among workers from diffe-
rent castes, the report said
that “these income dispari-
ties further exacerbate the
already existing social in-
equalities and perpetuate
cycles of poverty and dis-
tress within these
communities”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



Central transfers and the issue of shares of some States

here are many issues that the Sixteenth
Finance Commission will have to deal
with. In this article, we focus on one
issue which has been raised by many
States, particularly those in the south of India.
The issue (or the complaint) is that these States
have been facing a decline in their share out of
the resources transferred from the Centre to the

criteri

Table 2: Relative weights for different tax devolution
FC12 to FC15 (2)

FC12 | FC13 | FC 14 | FC15 (fina

States, from Finance Commission to Finance

Commission.

In finding a solution to this issue, we need to
look at: which States have been gaining and
which are losing their share over time; the criteria
of horizontal distribution which has led to some
States steadily losing their share; and what can be

done to reverse this trend.

In Table 1, the shares of groups of States and
those for selected States are shown, for the
Twelfth Finance Commission to the Fifteenth
Finance Commission (final report). In the case of
the southern States, there has been a steady fall
in their share, from 19.785% to 15.800%. In a
comparison of these two Commissions, the
northern and eastern States have also lost. The
‘gainer States’ were the hilly, central, and western
States including Maharashtra.

The distance criterion

The shares of individual States in tax devolution
depend on the criteria and the weights used by
different Commissions. Table 2 provides a list of
the different criteria used by Finance
Commissions, from the Twelfth to the Fifteenth.

dareas

1 | Population 25 25 | 17.5 15.0
C. Rangarajan 2 Demographic ~ 10 125
change :
gfunnﬁr(;ha\ryman, Income/
rime Minister's 3 |fiscal capacity | 50 | 47.5 | 50 5.0
Economic Advisory distance
Council and former [
Governor, Reserve 4 | Area 10 10 15 15.0
Bank of India 5 | Forest cover - - 15 10.0
6 | Taxeffort 75 - 25
Fiscal 75 | 115 | - -
discipline
Source (basic data): Reports of Finance Commissions (Twelfth to
Fifteenth)

D.K. Srivastava

is former Director,
Madras School

of Economics 12th FC 643 | 357 | 387 | 613

13th FC 618 | 382 | 361 | 639

14th FC 623 317 3L9 68.1
The income 15th FC (first 3 years) | 62.6 37.4 3L3 68.7
distance criterion 2020-21 62.3 37.7 29.3 70.7
and cesses and 202122 641 | 359 | 323 | 677
surcharges are 2022-23 615 | 385 | 325 | 675

that

need review

Share of States/groups of States in tax devolution

Table 1: Share of States (%) in Commission-wise tax devolution for groups and
selected States

Region

FC15
(final)

FC15 (final)
minus FC12

Northern of which: | 32.666 | 33.031 | 30.285 | 30.897 | -1.769 4.907

Bihar 11.028 | 10917 9.665 | 10.058 | -0.970 0.862

Uttar Pradesh 19.264 | 19.677 | 17.959 | 17.939 | -1.325 2.509 >
Central 12.726 | 12.392 | 13.767 | 14.564 | 1.838 1.298 this.
West of whi 14.434 | 14.359 | 14.478 | 16.207 1773 2.822

Maharashtra 5.082 5.284 5.649 | 6.317 1.235 1.758

Gujarat 3.625 3.101 3.156 | 3.478 | -0.147 -0.089

Southern of which: | 19.785 | 18.575 | 17.978 | 15.800 | -3.985 | -8.055

Tamil Nadu 5.305 4.969 4.023 4.079 | -1.226 | -1736

Eastern 15.453 | 15.671 | 15.277 | 15.179 | -0.274 -0.192

Hilly 3.639 4.421 6.361 | 7.353 3.714 -0.020

Source (basic data): Reports of Finance Commissions (Twelfth to Fifteenth) and writers' estimates
Notes: (1) The Fifteenth Finance Commission had submitted two reports. Here, the
reference is to the final report. | (2) Shares are not strictly comparable across
Commissions because of change in the status of Jammu and Kashmir for FC15.

Table 3: Share of Centre and States in combined
revenue (%)

FC period

Centre | States | Centre | States

Source (basic data): IPFS, Union Budget documents, RBI
Notes: (1) Transfers include tax devolution and Finance
Commission as well as other grants. | (2) Grants from the
Centre to States after 2015-16 are taken from the Union
Budget. It includes grants-in-aid to the Union Territories.

The distance criterion has been accorded the
highest weight amongst these criteria. Its weight
was reduced from 50% to 47.5% by the Thirteenth
Finance Commission and further reduced to 45%
by the Fifteenth Finance Commission. Earlier, the
Eleventh Finance Commission had given this
criterion a weight of 62.5%. The equalisation
principle has always been regarded in India and
elsewhere as a key principle governing
distribution. Economic and social justice demand

The main reason for the loss of the southern
States is the income distance criterion (Table I).
Distance criterion means that the farther a State
is from the highest income State, the higher its
share. The main reason for the gain of the hilly
States is area/forest criterion, although its impact
is not separately shown. Between these two
Finance Commissions, the loss to the southern
States due to the distance criterion amounted to
8.055% points, although the overall loss was
much less at 3.985% points, implying that there
was a gain under other criteria.

Although on account of the distance criterion,

low-income States such as Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh have gained over time, they have lost on
account of other criteria. Bihar and Uttar Pradesh
show, in terms of their overall share, a loss of
0.970% points and 1.325% points.

On population

One other criterion that has caused some
controversy is population. Until the Fourteenth
Finance Commission, the data for the population
in 1971 was used. For the Fifteenth Finance
Comumission, data for the population in 2011 was
used. However, in order not to penalise States
that showed better performance in reducing
fertility rates, the demographic change criterion
was introduced. The joint impact of these two
changes has been marginal for all groups of
States. For Tamil Nadu, the joint impact was
marginally positive.

Steps to take

As mentioned, we cannot give up the income
distance criterion. Some raise the question
whether such a criterion can continue
indefinitely. This is a legitimate question. But this
question can be raised in relation to many other
issues. Perhaps one step that the Sixteenth
Finance Commission can consider is to reduce its
weight while correspondingly raising the weights
attached to other criteria.

Related to the question of share is also the
quantum of the divisible pool. While accepting
the recommendation of the Fourteenth Finance
Commission to raise the share of all States to 42%
from 329%, the Centre increased the cesses and
surcharges, thereby reducing the size of the
divisible pool. This is not desirable. One option is
to limit the share of cesses and surcharges to 10%
of the Centre’s gross tax revenues. After the
recommendation of the Fourteenth Finance
Commission, the share of the States in the
combined revenue receipts increased from 63.9%
to 68.1% (Table 3). It increased further to 70.7% in
2020-21. Since then, it has fallen to 67.5% in
2022-23, although this level is still higher than
61.3% in the Twelfth Finance Commission period.

To sum up, there is a case to address the issue
raised by some of the States regarding their
declining shares. The major factor contributing to
this situation is the adoption of income distance
criterion and giving it a weight as high as 45%.
But in any scheme of fair distribution, this
criterion cannot be given up.

The Finance Commission can reduce the
weight of this criterion by 5% to 10% points. Also,
cesses and surcharges may be subjected to some
upper limit by the Sixteenth Finance
Commission.

The views expressed are personal

Source: The Hindu, p. 14, March. 12, 2024

‘Nosevereshortfall due to guararﬁées, butonly tightening of the belt’

ataka’s five guarantee schemes
Ktsimasinitie:
ts. While theyare a pioneering ef-
i ici there

and parents saying children can't find
space. We're responding by increasing
the bus fleet. UndcrAnna Hhag)a. pcoplc
wantother, es

are concerns over fiscal prudence. Senior
1AS officer L. K Atheeq, the additional
chief secretary to the ﬁnmnce demnment
and Chief Minister

instead of cash.

Onwhatbasisis the government saying

'DH's Bharath Joshi what he thinks is Lhc
way forward, Excerpts:

The governmentis studying the impact

of poverty and promoted to the middle
class?

There are1.20 crore households, or
nearly five crore citizens, receiving

of
iesshown sofar?
l-'mm preliminary results, we've learned

th With the certainty of
:ddmonal income of Rs 4,000-5,000
per month, it has taken the form of
universal There’s the

Some people have complained that Gru-
ha Lakshmi (Rs 2,000 monthly for wom-
enheads of houscholds) hasn't reached
them. I this case, out of 1.2] crore appli-
cations, 116 crore were approved. For
those who were left out, panchayat-level
outreachwas conducted toresolve issues,
whichincluded men who had applied.

potential tolift them out of poverty. The
poverty rate in Karnataka is 13-20%.
‘The National Food Security Act envisag-
es covering a wide range of citizens who
belong to low-income groups. They may
not be absolutely poor; they could be
transiently poor or lower middle-class.

The

toachieve targets. Actual work began
on August 1. The revision of guidance
values was! done on Ocmber 1, and the
: 5

should't borrow much. If youssee Japan,
the debt-to-GDP is 250%. Itis over 100%
inthe US. These economies have the

i Dcccmhcrl" has she

potential

loans. The) thy, so they're

Februaryand is also credit-wor-

Tuesday
lntemew

With
LKAtheeq

Karnataka ACS (Finance)

March. Becauseit was a drought year, we

thy. Ide1llv weshculd limit borrowings to

Is0, because
the government started functioning
after July, work contracts started only in
August. They have animpacton GST. But
whatwe've collected is 13% higher than
the previous fiscal.

costs. Butif you canafford it,
then you can borrow and pay later when
capacities come up.

The medium-term fiscal plan saysit'll
take two years for the state to become
revenuesurplus. What's the basis of this

Thefive, guaranmes are predominantly

wants
toborrow over Rs 1 lakhcrore. This

‘We believe that expenditure on the guar-
illstabilise whereas GSDP

irrigation, and roads. The Cabinethas

welfare-b

room for development works?
Some amount of re-prioritisation of

ill both grow. Karnataka

expenditure s inevitable. Iulocsn 't

decide

mean that there'll be:
of resources for Whatis

Rs 50,000 crore

generally bemgsaxd isthat given the large

liabilities should be under 25% of GSDP,
and there must be a revenue surplus
budget. Karnataka’s GSDP is growing

We'realsolea are hap
py. Oneinteresting uhwr»(mun from Prof
Prabha Kotiswaran, especially on Gruha
Lakshmi, is that people don't understand
why they're being given the benefit. In

is travel for the

TheGroha Jyot e power up 0200
$90%

number wor

Isn'titafactthat

robustly. Beca we're

ers. It saddmonal inc pport for
all calegones The median income of
citizens is pretty low, despite per-capita
income being high. The additional

is toshield citizens

feedback is that it's nice, while there are

from the effects of inflation and

wded

there'd be
some constraints in expeditiously settling
them. That has given rise to the impres-

It'struethat rcvenuc co]lccnun has
shgh!ly I rt

borrowing, Its true that the borrowings
will be used for the guarantees. But with
4 5 o

sion that for develop-

itd beanormal

ment. Butwhati: Develop-

nt
consisting of education, health. welfare,

year. Th didn’t get the full
financial vear to implement measures

i receipts,
we have the capacity to repay what
weborrow. There's aslightly old-fash-
ioned wav of looking at

fiscal number of pro-
jectsover the last8-9months. So, Idon't  financial distress. will also make efforts to increase non-tax
believe that there’s a severeshortage. But ~ Thereare certain parameters: debts revenues. We're hiring consultants to
there’s i i thebelts  shouldn’texceed 3% of GSDP, total advise on mining, forests, and user fees

that haven't been revised for decades.
Plus, we're a favourite investment
destination. So, our GST base should
furtherincrease. The budget size will also
increase. Guarantees form around 14%
of our total budget. Next year, assuming
that the budgetsize will reach Rs 4 lakh
croreand westill invest only Rs 52,000
crore on guarantees, it'll be down to 13%.
‘Then 12% and 10% over the  years. Then
we'll bec

Source: Deccan Herald, p.7, March, 12, 2024
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KPCL to blend coal to
boost power output

Niranjan.Kaggere@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Struggling with sub-
standard coal sourced from fields
in India and under pressure to aug-
ment thermal power generation to
compensate for a loss in hydroelec-
tric power, the govt has decided

to blend locally sourced
coal with a variety from

overseas. Thedecision 4
is expected to help
existing thermal
plants generate
additional energy
to cater to burgeon-

coal fields is of substandard qual-
ity and produces more ash (35%).
Due to low calorific value, it less
energy is produced.”

A senior KPCL engineer, who
was privy to Saturday’s decision,
told TOI 2.5 lakh tonnes of coal
will be imported from Indonesia.
“PT Bara Daya Energi has

agreed to supply top-qual-

o ity coal. We will also get
low-quality coal from
Coal India Ltd (CIL)
and Singareni Collier-
ies Company Ltd
(SCCL),” the engineer
said. Officials said the

ing demand.

The govt had previ-
ously ordered the import
of 2.5 lakh tonnes of coal at $86
per tonne and Karnataka Power
Corporation Ltd’'s (KPCL) board,
headed by chief minister Siddara-
maiah, met on Saturday and
cleared the proposal to blend this
with local stock.

KPCL engineers say this will
help thermal plants generate over
600 to 800Mw in addition to existing
capacity of 3,400Mw.

Defending the import of coal,
energy minister KJ George had
said: “Coal from various Indian

S l PR TR ¢
.;"(..., .I } 'l:’

ratio of the blend is ther-
mal-plant specific. The
2x800Mw capacity Yeramarus
Thermal Power Station in Raichur
will have a 30% imported coal
blend as will the third unit of Bal-
lari Thermal Power Station
(BTPS) which has an installed
capacity of 700Mw.

But Karnataka'’s oldest thermal
power plant — Raichur Thermal
Power Station with a capacity of
7X210Mw and 1X250Mw will have
a 4-6% imported coal blend. Simi-
larly, the two other units of BTPS
will use 10% of imported coal.

Source: The Times of India, p.4, March. 12, 2024
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Hospitality industry booms with rising
number of industries and tourists

Jahnavi T.R.
BENGALURU

“Every fourth commercial
establishment in Bengalu-
ru is some kind of a food
joint,” said P. C. Rao, presi-
dent, Bruhat Bengaluru
Hoteliers’ Association
(BBHA). Thanks to the
growing numbers of indus-
tries, tourists and investors
in Bengaluru, there has
been an exponential ex-
pansion of the hospitality
industry in 2023.

From darshinis and ice
cream parlours to five-star
hotels and fine dining res-
taurants, the number of
hospitality establishments
in Bengaluru has in-
creased. “In 2023, around
200 new food establish-
ments (including bakeries,
sweet stalls) were opened
in Bengaluru. In January
2024, two establishments
have opened for business,”
Mr. Rao said. “The variety
in restaurants here is such
that now you can get a cup
of coffee from 10 per cup
to T250 per cup. Demand
continues to grow,” he
added.

At least 10 big hotels (in-
cluding star hotels) would
be inaugurated in 2024 in
Bengaluru. “While a Hyatt
is coming up at Hebbal, a
Hilton is coming up at Whi-
tefield. We also have an IBC
hotel coming up. The Taj
hotel at the airport is ad-
ding a block with 200
rooms while JW Marriott is
planning a new hotel near
Devanahalli,” Mr. Rao
informed.

The hotelier credited
the fast-paced growth of
the hospitality industry to
multiple industries and op-
portunities in Bengaluru.

“We have aerospace, au-

In 2023, around 200 new food establishments, including bakeries
and sweet stalls, were opened in Bengaluru. FILE PHOTO

tomobile, and electric veh-
icles industries. We also
have numerous start-ups.
Along with that, there are
multiple regional offices of
Central government organ-
isations, defence offices
and PSUs, space and
science centres, and Re-
search and Development
offices leading to several
thousands of people com-
ing to Bengaluru every
day,” he said.

Increased investments
One of the major factors
contributing to the ex-
panding number of hospi-
tality properties is the in-
vestment that is coming in,
say industry insiders.

“After COVID, there was
a dull year, but soon after
that, demand increased
and tourism also got better.
Many high-profile liquor
shops and pubs are coming
up. We are now getting
more investment into the
sector from real estate
companies, politicians and
other wealthy members
for whom it is a dream to
set up a good pub,” said Ka-
runakar Hegde, a pub own-
er and vice-president of
Federation of Wine Mer-
chants’ Association.

“The number of esta-
blishments, the size of

these establishments and
the investment going into
these properties has seen a
tremendous increase,” said
Mukesh Tolani, head of the
Bengaluru chapter of Na-
tional Restaurant Associa-
tion of India (NRAI). “Eve-
ryone seems to think that
this industry is a gold mine
right now, and that this isa
lucrative business. There is
also a glamour factor to it,”
he said.

When asked about the

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 12, 2024
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establishments that have
the highest demand in the
sector, he mentioned that
any place that has a bar, in-
cluding microbreweries, is
in demand.

Licence troubles
Even as demand increases,
pub owners have reported
difficulties in obtaining li-
quor licences. Hence, the
resale of CL - 9 (Refresh-
ment Room (Bar)) licences
is in full swing. At least 100
new pubs have bought re-
sold licences and redeve-
loped them in the last year,
according to Mr. Hegde.
The capital investment
has also increased for
these newly developed
places. Another indicator
of the kind of demand is
the fact that around 500
new licences have been ob-
tained in the last year in
the CL-7 (Hotel and Board-
ing house licences) catego-

Iy.
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States got T157K-cr royalty since 2016-17 FY, SC told

Dh imesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Union government
on Tuesday informed the Supreme Co-
urt that states’ revenue generation
from major minerals has not been af-
fected because of central control over
these natural resources as the mine-
ral-yielding ones cumulatively earned
Rs 284,000 crore from royalty, mine
auctions and by way of contributions
for district mineral foundations
(DMFs), and emphasised that the
Centre would be constrained to read-
just the royalty component if states
are allowed to levy taxes on minerals.
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta

presented a detailed revenue-ear-
ning data sheet of mineral yielding
states before a bench of CJI D Y
Chandrachud and Justices Hrishi-
kesh Roy, A S Oka, BN Nagarathna, J
B Pardiwala, Manoj
Misra, Ujjal Bhuyan,
Satish C Sharma and
Augustine G Masih
and said states have
multiple revenue stre-
ams from mining and
mineral sector, the first beingroyalty
and dead rent under Section 9 of Mi-
nes and Mineral (Development and
Regulation) Act.

“Since FY 2016-17, states have recei-

ved a total of Rs1,57,000 crore as royal-
ty from major minerals. In addition to
royalty, theauctioned mines have cont-
ributed Rs 40,000 crore top state exche-
quer,” he said. The Centre said
MMDRA was amended in 2015 toadd a
new section 9-B, which provides for es-
tablishment of DMF in all districts af-
fected by mining operations. The
object of DMF is to work for the inter-
est and benefit of persons affected by
mining related operations, in such a
manner prescribed by states. DMFs
are funded by statutory contributions
fromminelease holders, it said.

A total of 644 DMFs in 23 states ha-
ve earned Rs 87,049 crore, with which

Source: The Times of India, p. 10, March. 13, 2024
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3.2lakh projects have been sanctioned,
of which1.7lakh have been completed.
Odisha earned the highest among sta-
tes through DMFs at Rs 25,426 cr, follo-
wed by Chhattisgarh — Rs 12,39 cr,
Jharkhand - Rs 11,960 cr, Rajasthan - Rs
8,897 cr, Madhya Pradesh - Rs 6,830 cr,
Maharashtra - Rs 4,940 cr, and Karna-
taka—Rs4,587cr.

Mehta said if SC allows the states
to impose tax on major minerals, the
Centre would have to readjust the roy-
alty component to keep the mineral
prices under check. Royalty fixation,
though in the hands of the central
govt, is carried out in active consulta-
tion with statesevery 3-5years, hesaid.
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EDUCATION

Govt to recruit 10k
additional school
teachers: Madhu

KALABURAGI, DHNS

rimary and Second-
Pary Education Minis-

ter Madhu Bangarappa
said 10,000 more government
school teachers would be re-
cruited soon and a proposal in
thisregard will be sent to Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah for his
approval.

Classes will not be hit as the
department has hired guest
teachers to fill the vacancies,
he said speaking to reporters
here.

Thedepartmenthasatarget
of opening at least four public
schools in each assembly con-
stituency. The chief minister
has made a budgetary alloca-
tion 0f Rs44,000 crore despite
the pressure to set aside Rs
50,000-plus crore for guar-
antee schemes. The depart-
ment will soon take up repair
of school buildings that are in
dilapidated state.

Madhu ngarappa.

The minister also justified
the government’s move to in-
troduce three annual examina-
tionsystem for SSLCand [ PU
students.

Last year, around 40,000
students out of 1.20 lakh stu-
dents, who had failed in the ex-
ams, managed to pass in their
third attempt and moved to
the next class without wasting
one-year time. The system has
evoked good response from
the students, he said. He also
said thatthe departmentiscon-
sidering a proposal to provide
NEET training to government
PU college students.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, March, 9, 2024
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Rs 50 lakh each
for 7 ‘good’ varsities

as incentive

BENGALURU, DHNS

even public universities

in the state have received

‘Incentive Funds’ of
Rs 50 lakh each from the state
government for the Good Gov-
ernance Indicators.

The schemewasannounced
inthe 2023-24 state budget for
which the state higher educa-
tion department had invited
applications from the govern-
ment-run universities, along
with a detailed presentation.
Ofthe 32 conventional univer-
sities, including Visvesvaraya
Technological University, only
seven got selected to receive
the special funds.

The seven universities re-
ceiving the spe-
cial funds are:
Bangalore Uni-
versity, Univer-
sity of Mysore,
Karnatak Uni-
versity - Dhar-
wad, Manga-
lore University,
Vijayanagara
Sri Krishnade-
varaya Univer-

vited by the | | sity - Ballari,
mbai. 68/B, | | Davangere Uni-
istered with Versity and Rani
f " Channamma
jovernmen : A
14/03/2024 }i“gﬁrs‘ty Be
:; interested grh Y B

e. For any € banga-

lenhone no | | lore University

gotselected forits best prac-
ticesin examinations, while
Mysore varsity was selected
for providing highest em-
ployability/best placement
services, including affiliated
colleges.

A committee, headed by
the vice chairman of the
Karnataka State Higher Ed-
ucation Council, scrutinised
the applications submitted
by the universities and rec-
ommended a list of seven
universities.

However, the government
has put a condition on the
universities to utilise the
funds only for the develop-
mental works and it is man-
datory to submit utilisation
certificates to the depart-
ment. It is mandatory for
the universitiesto follow the
Karnataka Transparency in
Public Procurements Act
and rules while calling for
tenders to take up any work
under these fundsand there
should not be repetition of
funds toany work.

Srinivas C, Registrar Eval-
uation of Bangalore Univer-
sity,said, “Itisour pridetobe
recognised for best practices
in examinations.” He men-
tioned a few good practices
including introduction of
supplementary exams, es-
tablishment of a centralised
service hub etc.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, March, 9, 2024
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With no clarity on UG 4th yr,
autonomous colleges in a fix

K'taka Govt
Yet To Spell
Out Stand

SruthySusan.Ullas
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With no official
order from the state govt on
continuing the fourth year of
undergraduate programmes
of NEP batches, autonomous
colleges are in a dilemma.
Many have informed stu-
dents that the fourth year is
kept in abeyance until there
isofficial word on it.

Unlike in state public uni-
versities, the academic sche-
dule of many autonomous
collegesruns a few monthsin
advance. The sixth semester
is set to be completed by May.

NEP UNCERTAINTY

“While we haven't made a
formal announcement, we've
been telling students who co-
me to us for clarity that the-
y’ll have to exit after the third
year. There has been no for-
mal word on the fourth year
yet from the govt and we can’t
promise one until we're told
about it,” said the principal
of an autonomous college in
north Bengaluru.

He, however, added that
the curriculum is ready with
the college and can be rolled
out whenever the govt gives
itsapproval.

“Theplanwas toprovidea
fourth year for subjects of
single discipline. As of now,
the fourth-year programmes
have been kept in abeyance
until the govt gives clarity,”
said a women’s college prin-
cipal. “There is no clarity on
which colleges can start fo-
urth year. It was initially said
universities must give nod
based on infrastructure. Af-
ter that, there have been no
talks on it. Unless there is so-

mething in black and white,
managements don’'t want to
take achance.”

“Colleges are also hesita-
ting as there is a lack of clari-
ty on the future of the stu-
dents completing the four-ye-
ar programme. Who will of-
fer a one-year PG programme
for these students? Will they
have to go back to a two-year
PG?” sheasked.

Meanwhile, studentsareat
a loss. “Those who wanted to
apply to universities abroad
have done so as there was no
assurance there would be a fo-
urth year,” said a sixth-semes-
ter communications student.

A college principal said:
“Many states haven't imple-
mented NEP. The UGC, in a
recent video, said any college
following the choice-based

Source: The Times of India, p.6, March, 12, 2024

25

credit system can start provi-
ding a fourth year... But un-
less our university or govt gi-
vesus(assurance) in writing,
we will not goahead.”

BCU vice-chancellor
Lingaraja Gandhisaid there
has not been any intimation
fromthe governmentonthis
and the existing policy will
continue until there isanew
policy in place.
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tudents of ¢l board

writing: the first day at the Government Model Primary School, Ganganagar in Bengaluru on March 11, SUDHAKARA A

‘ On Wednesday, | had a Hindi exam. I w;
well prepared. But our teacher informed
us the previous day that the exam has been
postponed. 1 don’t know when the exams

will start ay We are really confused,” said San-

oe

Owing to the

To have or not to have
aboard exam

While the question of whether or not students of ¢l
debated, students, parents, and teachers are waiting for some clarity to emerge. Jayanth R. reports on the
various facets of the issue

5.8, and 9 can be made to write board exams is being

deciding whether the March 6 judgement of the
single-judge bench requires interference or not.
‘While the legalities of the issue are one aspect
of the imbroglio, the episode has left students,
parents, and teachers baffled and worried. Sulo-

were made without framing the required rules.

The court declined to accept the government's
contention that it did not frame the rules as the
year-end assessment process came under the
provisions of the Karnataka Education Act for the
State syllabus. The Department of School Educa-
tion and Literacy (DSEL) challenged the single-
judge order before a division bench and obtained
a green signal to conduct the examination.

‘The associations then moved the Supreme
Court, which upheld the interim order of the di-
vision bench of the High Court and gave permis-
sion to conduct the examination with the condi-
tion that no student can be detained. The case
was transferred back to the division bench of the
High Court. The DSEL conducted the board exam
for classes 5 and 8 in 2022-23.

Instead of pursuing its appeal to take to its log-
ical end in law, the government on December 8,
2023, told the division bench that its appeal
would not survive for consideration since it is is-
suing fresh notifications in October-November

feel that, given the experience last year, the go-
vernment should have been better prepared.
“Last year also, it was a major setback in the
court to the State government. The court noticed
that the government didn’t consult any stakehol-
ders before announcing the notification for the
board examination. It also pointed out that the
government didn’t frame proper rules and regu-
lations to conduct the examination. It is hard to
believe that this year also, the government re-
peated that same thing. Because of this negli-
gence, students, parents and teachers are suffer-
ing,” a teacher from Bengaluru who wished to
id.

Niranjanaradhya V.P., a development educa-
tionist, faulted the State government for trying to
shcl(cr under ILS own Act while the Right to Edu

child shall be required to pass any Board exami-
nation till completion of elementary education,”
he said.

geetha, a class 9 student who studies in a private "";f"_(‘""ﬁ‘__ chana, a parent from Bengaluru whose son’s ex- | 2023 for conducting board examinations for “The Right to Education Act was enacted by
school in Bengaluru. decisions of ams have stopped midway, alleged, “Owing to | classes 5,8, 9 and 1l for the academic year 2023-  the UPA government in 2009 and 1mp1ememed
On March 12, the Supreme Court set aside the | the the unscientific decisions of the governmentand | 24. Following this, the division bench disposed of | in 2010, and it is in force across the country. RTE
interim order of a division bench of the High | government | the vested interests of some of the petitioners, | the appeal for having become il Act izes and only
Court of Karnataka, which had given the State go- | and the children are suffering.” and cumprehansiv» evalumiun . It is unfortu-
vernment a green signal to conduct board exams | yegted A sense of déja vu nate that the government violated lhc law and in-
for the summative assessment of students of interests of How it all started There is a sense of déja vu in what transpired over = troduced board exams much against the letter
classes 5, 8, and 9. Following the apex court or- m"w;)( the ‘The controversy’s roots are in the 2020-21 and | the last week in courts, but this time, unlike ear-  and spirit of the RTE Act. Therefore, we urge the

der, the Education Department stopped the ex-
ams of these classes, which began on March 11.
‘This was the third twist within a week to the saga
of whether or not students of these classes can be
‘made to write a board examination.

tioners,
dllldr\zn are
suffering.

2022-22 academic years when schools were
closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The issue
then, too, went all the way to the Supreme Court.

After the pandemic, the government launched
Kalika Chetarike, a programme to address gaps
in learning caused by the lockdown. To deter-

lier, the exams have been halted midway
“My son is studying in class 8, and he is dis-

state government to respect the best interest of
the chudren as per lhe law and to adopt continu-

turbed by the sudden Students
were already facing the examination stress, and
two tests have been completed. Now this uncer-
tainty is making things worse,” said Babitha Sa-

the process
atthe schoul level for assessment.”

“Vested interests’

Twists and turns mine the programme’s success, the Karnataka | lian, a parent from Dharawad in North = While the central question is whether or not chil-
On March 6, a single-judge bench of the High te Examination and Assessment Board | Karnataka. dren should be required to write board exams at
Court quashed the examination process for class- (KSEAB) introduced an exam for classes 5 and 8 The Supreme Court observed that the division | the elementary school level, the Karnataka go-

es 5, 8, and 9, citing pro-
cedural lapses, after the
Organisation for Unaided
Recognized Schools and
Registered Unaided Private
Schools Management As-
sociation, Karnataka, took
the issue to court.

However, the Karnataka
government challenged it
before a division bench,
which stayed the single-
be ch order. Following

exams began on
]\‘larch 11 (Monday) as per
\Lhedule
he association then ap-
proached the Supreme Coun The apex court

id, “Prima facie the notifications [to hold board
exams] appear to be issued in violation of the
provisions contained in Section 30 of the RTE
Act,” which states that no child is required to pass
any Board exam till completion of elementary
education, that is class 1 to 8.

Though the apex court said that “the govern-
ment should not be permitted to hold board ex-
ams for these classes and thereby um\cccssaul)
creating complication in education policy affect-
ing the career of students the single-judge
bench had already quashed notifications as ille-
gal”, it said that the division bench of the High
Court could decide government’s appeal on me-
rit without being influenced by its observations.

By the time the apex court passed its order,
class 5 students had completed two of their four
exams, and cla 8 and 9 had two of their six.
Exams for these classes stand postponed until
further orders, while class 11 exams are already
over.

Now, the case is back in the High Court, with
the Supreme Court asking the division bench to
adjudicate the government’s appeal on its merits,
that is, to pass final judgment on the appeal by

in2022:23.

The Registered Unaided Private Schools’ Man-

a;,emem A\wmuon Kamamka the Km nataka

and
mher private school associations challenged this
in the High Court.

The petitioners questioned the method of as-
sessment without framing rules according to the
Right to Education Act 2009, as amended in
2019. They also questioned the correctness of
changing the assessment method from schoolle-
vel to board-level exams.

The High Court then quashed the govern-
ment’s circular, changing the method of assess-
ment. Though the court termed “laudable” the
government’s move to introduce a uniform
method of assessment, it said the change in the
process did not stand to scrutiny of law as they

bench of the High Court ought not to have al-
lowed the conduct of board examination through
an |menm order after two single’ hcnch dmslons

lars. It said the board exam violated provisions of
the Right to Education Act, “which prohibit ex-
posing children to the rigours of board exams till
they finish elementary education.”

‘The High Court, while quashing the order, also
said that board exams were held without framing
the rules under Sections 22 and 145 of the Karna-
taka Education Act, 1983. This act mandates that
the government frame rules for the implementa-
tion of the examination system and seek views
from stakeholders prior to finalising such rules.

While the government attempted to take shel-
ter under a State law rather than RTE, it was
clearly not on solid ground even there, and many

Class 8 and 9 students at the Government Model High School Matadahalli, Bengaluru, on March 1. SUDHAKARA JAIN

vernment, in its ongoing arguments before the
High Court, has also contended that “vested in-
terests” are at play in dragging the issue to the
court, linking it to the issue of “illegal schools.”

During a survey last year, the Education De-
partment found that as many as 1,316 schools
were being run illegally across the State, includ-
ing 95 schools that taught the central curriculum
(such as ICSE and CBSE) after getting permission
to run classes with the State curriculum, collect-
ing vast sums of money from parents. Since they
were able to get away for a good ten years with no
board exams until then, the government decided
that board exams at an earlier level would also
help catch such schools.

“Along with this, there is a huge lobby of priv-
ate book publishers in the State. Instead of fol-
lowing the State curriculum, many schools were
prescribing private publishers” books additional-
Iy and charging more. Earlier, many private
schools were conducting annual examinations at
the school level on the basis of privately pu-
blished books but not on the basis of the State syl-
labus. These unethical practices were curbed by
the board examination implemented by the state
government,” said a teacher of a school near Ka-
nakapura Road.

‘The government, in its ongoing arguments be-
fore the High Court, has contended that associa-
tions are opposing the proposed uniform assess-
ment because students studying in certain
schools run by the members of petitioners’ asso-
ciations are not in a position to answer questions
based on the prescribed textbooks.

The teacher rued that the government holding
examinations without adhering to rules and regu-
lations had proved a significant advantage for un-
authorised schools and private book publishers,
while students and parents suffered. “At the end
of the day, either way, it is students and teachers
who are at the receiving end,” he said, as the ar-
guments for and against board exams continued
in the court.

Source: The Hindu, p. 10, March. 15, 2024
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Human-wildlife conflict: Three southern States resolve
to share intelligence, coordinate joint operations

The Hindu Bureau
BANDIPUR

The inter-State Coordina-
tion Committee compris-
ing Forest Departments of
Karnataka, Kerala, and Ta-
mil Nadu resolved to miti-
gate human-wildlife con-
flict through collaborative
action and intelligence
sharing.

At a meeting conducted
in Bandipur Tiger Reserve
of Chamarajanagar district
on Sunday, Forest Minister
of Karnataka Eshwar B.
Khandre and his counter-
part from Kerala A.K. Sa-
seendran signed a charter
specifying action plan for
conservation and mitigat-
ing conflict situations, fos-
ter collaboration in intelli-
gence sharing, exchange
resources to benefit from
mutual strength and ex-
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Forest Minister Eshwar B. Khandre and his Kerala counterpart A.K. Saseendran releasing the inter-State
Coordination Committee Charter in Bandipur on Sunday.

pertise etc. The charter
“embodies a shared vision
beyond  administrative
boundaries aiming to
create a legacy of respon-
sible conservation for har-
monious coexistence of
humans and wildlife”.
The meeting was a fal-
lout of a slew of human-
animal conflicts reported
in the region and the trig-

gering point was the death
of a person in Wayanad in
Kerala trampled by an ele-
phant which was radio col-
lared in Karnataka.
Though two inter-State
coordinating meetings -
one of senior officials and
another of field staffs - had
been conducted in Febru-
ary this year, this was the
first ministerial level meet-

ing involving Forest Minis-
ters of Karnataka and Ker-
ala while senior Forest
Department officials had
represented Tamil Nadu.
Mr. Khandre called for
critical need for collabora-
tion among the three
south Indian States given
their conservation initia-
tives and rich biodiversity.
He also highlighted the

Source: The Hindu, p. 4, March. 11, 2024
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challenges arising from
the increase in wildlife
populations and the resul-
tant conflict with humans
and underlined the impor-
tance of working together,
especially in the inter-
State border areas.

The meeting adopted a
landscape approach with
focus on the entire Nilgiri
Biosphere Reserve cover-
ing Karnataka, Kerala and
Tamil Nadu. Calling for
standard operating proce-
dures for managing hu-
man-animal conflicts, the
meeting also took note of
the challenges arising
from the proliferation of
invasive weeds like lanta-
na.

In cases that entailed ju-
risdictional issues, it was
decided to have coordi-
nated joint operations
comprising the forest, pol-

ice and excise depart-
ments of the States con-
cerned and along the
inter-State borders so as to
promote a unified ap-
proach to address human-
wildlife conflict.

With respect to popula-
tion estimation exercise,
the charter has resolved to
conduct synchronised
population estimation in
protected areas to provide
valuable insights into pop-
ulation dynamics which is
expected to help develop
conflict mitigation
strategies.

An advisory board com-
prising wildlife conserva-
tion experts will also be
constituted to provide in-
sights to enhance conflict
mitigation strategies and
there will be periodic re-
view of the activities pro-
posed in the charter.



Karnataka to collaborate with ClimateRISE
Alliance to malke State climate resilient

‘Our collaboration with ClimateRISE Alliance, and their wealth of knowledge, research, analysis,

and on-ground experience, will lead to transformative initiatives, Rajeev Gowda

Press Trust of India
BENGALURU

arnataka is set to
K collaborate with
the ClimateRISE

Alliance, a consortium of
civil society organisations
and think-tanks, to build
sustainable and
climate-resilient cities,
Vice-Chairman of
Karnataka State Policy and
Planning Commission M.V.
Rajeev Gowda announced
on Monday.

Water management
According to him, the
collaboration focuses on
six pivotal themes. The
agenda advocates
integrated urban water
management in Karnataka
to address water scarcity,
protecting water bodies
and enhancing water
quality across the state
through a series of
measures.

“Karnataka State Policy
and Planning Commission
(KSPPC) is committed to
making Karnataka’s cities
climate resilient. Our
collaboration with
ClimateRISE Alliance, and
their wealth of knowledge,

4

P

9

The agenda advocates integrated urban water managementin

Karnataka to address water scarcity. FILE PHOTO

research, analysis, and
on-ground experience,
will lead to transformative
initiatives that safeguard
our urban environments
and enhance the
well-being of our
communities,” Gowda
said.

River basin approach
The series of measures
includes addressing
knowledge, cost, and skill
gaps hindering rainwater
harvesting and promoting
the practice, as well as
developing aquifer- and
sub-aquifer-based
understanding and plans
for groundwater

management.

The other measures
are-- adopting a river basin
approach for water
management, utilising
historical maps, satellite
imagery and archival data
to create comprehensive
maps showing newer and
traditional water sources,
encouraging citizen
participation through
initiatives like 'Lake
Mitras', and developing
comprehensive plans for
wastewater collection and
treatment with a reuse
perspective.

It also emphasized
gender equity and
inclusion to ensure all

Source: The Hindu, p. 11, March. 12, 2024

initiatives prioritise the
needs and perspectives of
women, marginalised
groups and people of
different abilities.

Quality pedestrian
infrastructure
In a statement, it said the
agenda also includes
promoting quality
pedestrian infrastructure
and safe public spaces
accessible within short
distances, adopting
strategies for bringing jobs
and businesses closer to
mass transit, suitable
provisions for mixed-land
use, and robust first—and
last-mile connectivity
through public transport
for the creation of
self-sufficient
neighbourhoods (the
"15-minute cities" concept).
Implementing passive
cooling solutions and cool
roofs to combat urban
heat, particularly in
northern Karnataka,
informed by the Karnataka
State Heat Wave Action
Plan 2022 as well as
conserving and restoring
blue and green assets like
water features and green
spaces for flood resilience.



Activists urge govt to drop

Sharavathi Pump

Say it will harm Lion Tailed
Macaque sanctuary

v

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

ays after the govern-
Dment‘s tender process

for the Sharavathi
Pumped Storage Project was
paused by a high court order,
activists have questioned the
government’s move to push
for the project without any
clearances from the Union
government.

The Karnataka Power Cor-
poration Limited (KPCL)
has submitted that the Rs
8,000-crore project is a “very
attractive scheme both in
terms of technical feasibility
and economical consider-
ation”.

The project envisages gen-

erating 2000 MW electricity
by taking waters from Linga-
namakki dam to Talakalale
reservoir from where it will be
pumped to Gerusoppa lower
reservoir.

“The project is within the
Lion Tailed Macaque (LTM)
sanctuary. Hence the project
layout has been prepared in
such a way that the majority
of the project components are
completelyunderground,”the
KPCL said in an application to
the Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change.

However, activists in West-
ern Ghats have noted that
even the underground project
requires a road for laying the
pipeline and huge machinery
inan area which is highly sen-

sitive. “Ttisinteresting that the
KPCL moves to complete the
tender process even though a
detailed project report itself is
notprepared,” Sagar-based ac-
tivist Akhilesh Chipli told DH
citingareply hereceivedunder
the Rightto Information Act.
He said the area proposed
for the project has forest has
arich population of the LTM.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, March, 12, 2024
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Aview of the Sharavathi valley in Shivamogga district

Implementing this project will
not only harm the LTMs but
destroy the Sharavathi river’s
ecosystem thereby affecting
lakhs of farmers and fisher-
mendependenton the project,
Chipliadded.

Sirsi-based activist Anant
Hegde Ashisar, who was the
chairman of the biodiversity
board, warned that the project

ed Storage project

will reduce the natural flow of
water in the Sharavathi river,
thereby increasing the salini-
ty ion the downstream which
will affect drinking water and
agriculture needs of lakhs of
people.

“The Indian Institute of
Science has already warned
against taking up large hy-
dro electric projects. The
carrying capacity of the
ghats has reached its limits.
Any additional burden will
lead to imbalance. A govern-
ment-appointed committee
onlandslideshasgivenareport
against cuttingof the hills, drill-
ing tunnels, building roads or
using heavy machinery as the
area has been identified as
highly vulnerable,” he said.

He said the catchment area
of Sharavathiriverhasalready
lost its greenery over the last
two decades. “The Lingana-
makki dam has no water to
meet the existing demands.
Any additional project will af-
fect the livelihood of people in
the ghats,” he said.

A tribe in the Western Ghats in need of a lifeline

lies Makuta village, under Betoli gram

panchayat of Virajpet taluka in Kodagu
district. More specifically, the village falls under
the Makuta Aranya Valaya which is in the vicinity
of the Kerti reserved forest. This area is in the
Talacauvery sub-cluster, identified as one of the
10 World Heritage Sites in Karnataka and is a
region of dense tropical evergreen forests that
have remained undisturbed to a large extent.

The village has a Girijan colony inhabited by
the ‘Phani Yerava’ tribe. In 2021, with the help of
two local people including a Muslim gram
panchayat member, all the 19 Yerava households
here were able to successfully claim their ‘land’ in
the forest, under the Forest Rights Act. In a joint
survey conducted by the Forest, Revenue and
Social Welfare Departments, officials found that
the Yeravas reside on 135 acres of forest land,
right from the time of their ancestors.

‘When asked about the importance of acquiring
forest rights, the tribals did not appear to be very
enthusiastic because their dependence on the
forest exclusively for their livelihood has been
reducing over some time.

The reason they gave was that they found
going into the forest to collect minor forest
produce to be a tiresome job. Besides, selling the
produce was no longer lucrative given the volatile
market and also rampant exploitation by
middlemen. This bitter experience led them to
believe that for the same effort, they would get
better wages if they worked as labour. Hence,
working as daily labour (casual or agriculture) is
now the primary occupation of these forest
dwellers. The majority of them prefer to go to
Kasaragod in Kerala State which is less than 10
kilometres from their habitation, as they are
comfortable speaking Malayalam.

l n Karnataka’s section of the Western Ghats,

Madhusudan
Bandi

is a faculty member
with the Gujarat
Institute of
Development
Research,
Ahmedabad, Gujarat

Issues such as
alcohol abuse
that are
threatening to
overwhelm the
‘Phani Yerava’
tribals in
Karnataka need
to be on the
policy radar

the other minor forest produce they collect
includes dhoopa (Vateria indica)/incense, and
shekakai (soap pod). The quantity collected

forest as well as the need to procure them.
However, most of those who gather forest

most often for their own consumption. There is
no stockpiling.

The scourge of addiction
However, there is an issue that is a cause for

to understand their socio-economic status after
the implementation of the Forest Rights Act,
almost the entire community was found to be in
an intoxicated state due to alcohol abuse.
According to non-tribal locals and others in the
area, they picked the habit in the city seeing
other labourers doing the same in the evenings
after returning home to unwind after the pain
from the day’s hard work. Not surprisingly, the
tribals in the village were not in a position to
recall how they got into this. Even adolescent

has slowly turned the community’s life into one
of a miserable existence. As a result, the
community is found to be uninformed about
happenings in the external world around them.
Given this development, important documents

cards, or even government documents such as
rights given under the Forest Rights Act have to
be kept in the safe custody of trustworthy
non-tribal members.

working in this area have also been concerned

Source: The Hindu, p. 14, March. 12, 2024
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Nevertheless, along with fuelwood and honey,

depends on the availability of the produce in the

produce said that the amount they collected was

worry. When this writer-researcher visited them

children have taken to this vice. This has affected
children’s attendance in schools too. Intoxication

such as ration cards, Aadhar cards, voter identity

Officials from the Department of Social Welfare

about this issue because they find the state of the
habitants to be ‘disheartening’. A case worker,
who expressed deep empathy for them, said that
efforts are being made to conduct a de-addiction
drive. In another habitation in Nerugalale gram
panchayat in Somwarpet taluka in the same
district, a headman of the ‘Yarava’ tribe
expressed sadness that a number of his relatives
had lost their lives due to addiction. He cited this
as the cause behind the population in his hamlet
reducing to half. He hoped that good sense would
prevail and that the tribals would lead a vice-free
Tife.

It was the same story, but with varying
degrees, in every tribal village that this
writer-researcher visited in the Western Ghats
region in Karnataka during the study (this article
is drawn from a larger research study titled
“Tribals, Forest Rights and Heritage
Conservation: A Study of Western Ghats in
Karnataka”, sponsored by the Indian Council of
Social Science Research, New Delhi).

Non-government organisation activists and
government officials working in the jurisdiction of
the villages have said that such issues do not get
enough attention in the policy matters in the
State — a view also expressed by the leaders of
some local tribal communities such as the
Hasalaru, Gowdalu, and Jenu Kurubas. According
to them, only a few communities which are
numerically dominant among the Scheduled
Tribes have been gaining benefits over recent
years, in every walk of life. They expressed the
wish that the government should consider these
kinds of social issues seriously and take steps that
are in the best interest of those groups. It is only
then, they believe, that existential concerns such
as addictions haunting forest dwellers can be
addressed effectively.
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Conservationists call for setting up Aghanashini
Wetland Conservation Authority

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A group of conservation-
ists along with the IISc.s
Energy and Wetlands Re-
search Group have called
for setting up the Agha-
nashini Wetland Conserva-
tion Authority in order to
help with the wise use of
natural resources at the
Aghanashini estuary.

The Aghanashini estu-
ary located in Kumta taluk
of Uttara Kannada district
is among the five wetlands
which were recently desig-
nated as Ramsar sites un-
der the Ramsar
Convention.

Flora and fauna

Covering an area of 4,801
hectares, the estuary, lo-
cated at the confluence of
the Aghanashini with the
Arabian Sea, is home to ov-
er 80 fish, 115 birds and 45
mangroves and mangrove-
associated species apart

The Aghanashlnl estuary located in Kumta taluk of Uttara Kannada
district is among the five wetlands which were recently designated
as Ramsar sites under the Ramsar Convention. FILE PHOTO

from sustaining the liveli-
hoods of 6,000-7,500
families.

The estuary’s mangrove
areas store significant or-
ganic carbon contributing
to climate change mitiga-
tion efforts.

“A Aghanashini Wetland
Conservation  Authority
should be set up. We hope
that with such an authority
in place the wise use of
wetland will happen with

appropriate site manage-
ment plans.

The authority should
consist of people who mat-
ter for the region and the
district unlike some other
boards and authorities,”
T.V. Ramachandra, Energy
and Wetlands Research
Group, IISc., said.

Mangal Shetty, co-foun-
der, Panchabhuta Conser-
vation Foundation, said
that the setting up of an in-

Source: The Hindu, p. 5, March. 14, 2024
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stitutional mechanism in
the form of an authority
would give impetus for co-
management which will
help in the wise use of the
natural resources.

Advisory body

He said that while the go-
vernment will be the main
stakeholder, a multi-stake-
holder advisory body or
committee drafting and
implementing wetland use

of resources and other
conservation measures is
also suggested.

Apart from IISc’s Ener-
gy and Wetlands Research
Group and Panchabhuta
Conservation Foundation
the other institutions in-
volved in the conserva-
tionist efforts include Inte-
grated Design, Global
Alliance for Sustainable
Planet and World Wildlife
Fund.
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Too many treklkers spoil the mountains

The Karnataka Ecotourism Development Board has forgotten its role

STATE OF PLAY

Janaki Murali

fter 4,000 trekkers
A climbed the Kumara

Parvatha peak in the
ecologically fragile Pushpagiri
Wildlife Sanctuary on the Re-
public Day weekend, an
alarmed Karnataka govern-
ment temporarily banned
trekking in the State. Until a
standard operating procedure
is put in place, routes without
an online booking system
would remain closed, it said.

Although temporary in na-
ture, the ban will effectively
extend until September, as
trekking is not allowed in the
forest from March to Septem-
ber due to the risks associated
with the monsoon months
and probable forest fires.

Videos of a traffic jam of
climbers en route to the peak
went viral on social media.
The government took this de-
cision after ecologists and con-
servationists raised concerns
about the damage that this
could cause to the ecologically
sensitive ~ Western  Ghats.
While welcoming prompt ac-
tion from the government, ac-
tivists have called for more
stringent measures and access
to be limited to only serious
trekkers studying forests and
the environment.

Nowadays, many young
trekkers with disposable in-
comes book weekend geta-
ways that are challenging.
They often flood social media
with their personal vlogs, cap-
turing their unique expe-
rience of negotiating a tough
terrain. At a height of 5,600
feet, the Kumara Parvatha in
Dakshina Kannada is consi-
dered one of the toughest
treks in south India. The trek
extends 25 km both ways,
starting from the Kukke Subra-
manya temple, about 280 km

Karnataka

from Bengaluru.

Several private tourism
agents and trekking clubs off-
er trekking packages to large
groups, which include food
packets, tents, and forest en-
try fees. So much so that forest
department officials face chal-
lenges in handling the crowds
at entry points. This is where
baggage is checked for banned
items and passes are then is-
sued. Some serious trekkers
have likened the weekend
crowds to that of the Everest
base camp during peak sea-
son and prefer to trek during
the weekdays.

It is puzzling that the forest
department has not fixed res-
trictions on the number of
trekkers who can enter the
forest per day, especially since
the Karnataka Tourism Policy
2020-26 (revised) states that
“ecotourism activities shall fo-
cus on increasing awareness
towards conservation and sus-
tainability of biodiversity and
natural environments.” It
adds, “The development and
promotion of ecotourism shall
be done after careful consider-
ation of the destination’s car-
rying capacity...”

The Pushpagiri wildlife
sanctuary, proposed as a
World Heritage Site, is one of
21 sanctuaries in Karnataka. It
is situated in the Western
Ghats, which has been recog-
nised by UNESCO as one of
the eight “hottest hotspots” in
the world. The UNESCO says,
“Forests of the site include
some of the best representa-

tives of non-equatorial tropi-
cal evergreen forests anywh-
ere and are home to at least
325 globally threatened flora,
fauna, bird, amphibian, rep-
tile and fish species.”

When the Karnataka Eco-
tourism Development Board
(KEDB) was set up in 2013, its
aim was to “help the govern-
ment immensely in protecting
the wildlife, creating aware-
ness about it, encouraging
eco-tourism, forest safaris and
also prevent damage to the
eco-system in the name of tou-
rism.” Under its objectives,
the KEDB states that “the For-
est Department shall encour-
age and permit wilderness
tourism in specified areas of
the National Parks/Sanctuar-
ies/Forests, as a conservation
tool. It is necessary that tou-
rists desirous of entering wil-
derness areas should have in-
terest in the flora and fauna.
Casual tourists shall be dis-
couraged.” Tt adds, “The wil-
derness areas are sacrosanct,
and should continue to sus-
tain themselves in pristine
state... the entry of the num-
ber of tourists permissible
shall be kept within limits.”

So, what went wrong? How
did a body set up expressly to
protect the sensitive ecologi-
cal regions while promoting
ecotourism forget its role?
How did the board remain a si-
lent bystander to the indis-
criminate entry of tourists into
this eco-sensitive region?

Overcrowding damages the
delicate biodiversity of the re-
gion and also poses dangers to
the tourists themselves. For-
ests are not just a source of li-
velihood, food, and fuel, but
also act as carbon sinks. They
purify our air and water and
help fight climate change.
Both the state and civil society
have a role to play in conserv-
ing our rich biodiversity.

Janaki Murali is a journalist and author

Source: The Hindu, p. 15, March. 14, 2024
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Getting set to guard forests housing tigers
from raging fires during summer in Karnataka

Bandipu

R. Krishna Kumar
MYSURU

he combination of searing heat due to

rising mercury levels this summer

preceded by unprecedented drought

owing to monsoon failure in 2023 has
brought to the fore the threat of forest fires
plaguing national parks and wildlife sanctuaries
in Karnataka.

Bandipur, Nagarahole, MM Hills Wildlife
Sanctuary, BRT Tiger Reserve are more prone to
devastating fires given the dry deciduous nature
of the vegetation. Add to this, the proliferation of
invasive weed lantana, and the stage is set for a
conflagration that could go out of control.

Overrun by lantana

Bandipur in 2019 and Nagarahole in 2012 bore
the brunt of some of the deadliest fires that
ravaged large swathe of forests and reduced them
to cinder, recovering from which takes years.

In Bandipur, authorities are on high alert as
more than 60% of the national park spread over
912.04 sq km has been overrun by lantana. Not
only is it inedible for the herbivores, but it is dry
and highly inflammable, and is akin to fuel in the
forest. A tiny spark could lead to a conflagration
that could spread rapidly and would take days to
control, by which time hundreds of acres of forest
cover, along with edible vegetation for
herbivores, would have been destroyed.

The added concern is the loss to the
biodiversity and habitat degradation, which could
have a bearing on the wildlife population of the
national park in the long run.

Cascading effect
If there is no concerted effort to prevent forest
fires, the devastation to the vegetation and, in

Elephants scouring for fodder and water in the dry jungles
of Bandipur. MA. SRIRAM

effect, fodder availability to the herbivore
population, will diminish. This will set in motion
migration of the herbivores to greener pastures,
or their numbers will decline in the medium to
long run, which will have an adverse impact on
the carnivore population.

The two national parks — Bandipur spread
over 912.04 sq km and Nagarahole over 847.98 sq
km — are home to 376 tigers besides elephants,
leopards, dholes and a host of herbivore
creatures, as per the assessment of the National
Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA). But any
habitat imbalance by way of degradation through
recurring fires and further proliferation of
lantana can put a question mark on the long-term
viability of the tiger numbers.

Early preparation
Knowing this, the Forest Department starts
preparations early during the onset of winter. A
key element in preparations to ward of a wildfire
is the controlled burning of vegetation along
boundaries of forest division, range, and beat.
These vegetation-free patches of land are
called fire lines. They stop wildfires from
spreading from one compartment, or block of the
forest, to another, and thus acts as a barrier. In
Bandipur, the cumulative length of the fire line is
around 2,700 km, and it is about 2,450 km in
Nagarahole. Ramesh Kumar, who was till recently
the Director of Bandipur National Park and Tiger
Reserve, said apart from drawing fire lines, they
also launched an outreach p in2023 to

Solar-powered borewells help replenish wa!erholes during peak summer in Bandipur and Nagarahole SRIRAM MA.

in conservation.

Bandipur Yuva Mitra

“Bandipur Yuva Mitra, as the concept is called,
focuses on providing nature education
programme for students, sensitise them on issues
related to environment and conservation, as they
are the local stakeholders,” said Ramesh Kumar.

The authorities believe there will be long-term
benefits from the programme as students are also
trained to become eco volunteers and can come
in handy during ﬁre season. The 1mp0nance of
the local cc
a fire can be gauged by the sheer densny of
human population surrounding these forests.
thle there are about 136 villages surrounding

le is sur ded by a little
more than 100 villages.

Hence, it is customary for the Forest
Department to appoint fire watchers drawn from
the local community from January through
April-May every year during which they are given
free ration besides daily wages as per the
prevailing norm. Nearly 500 watchers for

dipur and a similar number of watchers are

make villagers living on forest fringes, as partners

recruited for Nagarahole every year. This

practice, which is in vogue in other national
parks as well since decades, is also a gesture to
create goodwill among the local community.

Use of technology

“Along with traditional methods, technology is
also being harnessed to fight forest fires and to
stay vigilant to prevent their outbreak,” according
to Harshakumar, Deputy Conservator of Forest
and Director, Nagarahole. Thermal drones have
been deployed to get an aerial view of the terrain
and identify smoke emanating from any part, and
rush fire fighters to douse a fire before it turns
into a conflagration.In addmun the Foresl Survey
of India, Dehradun, has been d

le, M.M. Hills Wildlife Sanctuary and BRT Tiger Reserve are prone to devastating fires given the dry deciduous nature of the vegetation

BRT Tiger Reserve reported a couple of fires
during March 2024, but they were brought under
control with minimal damage.

Seasonal waterholes

Coupled with the searing heat during summer is
the issue related to water for wildlife. Most
waterholes in forests are seasonal and tend to dry
up during peak summer. There are 418
waterholes in Bandipur and about 360 in
Nagarahole, most of which tend to go dry by late
summer. Hence, in the last few years, the Forest
Department has been drilling borewells that are
energised by solar power.

In Bandipur, about 47 such solar powered
pumps are in place with plans for an additional 10
pumps this year, taking their number to 57. These
are located in water-stressed zones of the forests,
like Omkar, Kundgere, Hediyala, and G.S. Betta,
and also areas which are key routes followed by
wildlife during migration.

In Nagarahole, 26 such pumps have been

Forest fires at Bandipur and Nagarahole pose a threat to
herbivorous animals during summer.

installed all of which help replenish water holes
to enable the animals to beat the heat and tide
over summer.

While such interventions have been criticised
on the grounds that they are upsetting the natural
selection by weeding out of the weak resulting in
an increase in animal population, a section of
wildlife activists have justified it on the grounds
that the natural habitat of the animals has anyway
been lost significantly, or disturbed and
degraded, and hence a positive intervention will
only help compensate the loss.

The other argument in support of positive
intervention is that loss of fodder coupled with
lack of water could force animals to enter human
habitation, escalating conflict situations, which
are already high around Bandipur and
Nagarahole, and such initiatives help curb
man-animal conflict to a great extent.

While solar powered bore wells may replenish
seasonal water holes, both Bandipur and
Nagarahole benefit from the perennial sources
from the Kabini backwaters bordering both these
tiger reserves. As a result, the Kabini backwaters
is an area of large congregation of elephants and
other animals during summer.

Besides, as the water level in the reservoir
recedes, the moist ground facilitates the growth
of fresh shoot of grass, drawing hundreds of
herbivores, including elephants, which tend to
congregate in large numbers to graze on them,
and helps wildlife tide over the impact of heat
and drought.

Guarding forests amidst elections

A new challenge in the coming days is the Lok
Sabha elections during which it is customary for
government staff to be deployed on election duty,

satellite-based forest fire alerts on location to all
States and UTs, and other registered users
through SMS and email. This is not new and is in
vogue since the last few years enabling the
authorities to take effective steps to control a fire
at the initial stage itself so as to minimise the
damage and loss. These technological initiatives
complemenl ground-level monitoring, but there
is no foolproof mechanism to prevent a fire.
‘While Bandipur and Nagarahole have not
reported major fires in the last couple of years,

Source: The Hindu, p. 14, March. 15, 2024
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in reducing staff strength on the ground.
But field staff and those engaged in critical forest
protection duties have been exempted from
election duty in the past. Authorities expect a
similar gesture from the Election Commission
this time as well. The threat of fire begins in the
second week of February and lasts till the onset
of pre-monsoon showers some time during mid
or late April to early May. So, for the Forest
Department, the battle is just half-complete. The
vigil will continue for a few more weeks till nature
intervenes in the form of rains.

Back to Contents
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Road rage, parking issues among
anxiety triggers for car owners

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A survey of car owners
conducted by Park+, a priv-
ate app that facilitates
parking solutions, has
found road rage, car park-
ing and FASTag deactiva-
tion as the main triggers of
anxiety among car owners
in Bengaluru.

The survey included res-
ponses by 22,000 Bengalu-
ru car owners and was un-
dertaken to wunderstand
anxiety triggers for car
owners driving on city
roads.

Bengaluru recently sur-
passed Delhi to have the
most private cars in any ci-
ty in the country.

The survey revealed
that 57% of car owners
have experienced some
sort of road rage in the last
six months, while 63%
struggle to find a legal and
safe parking spot, and 22%
expressed anxiety over the
deactivation of their FAS-
Tag over failure to update
Know Your Customer
(KYC) details.

Road rage emerged as
the foremost trigger for an-
xiety amongst car owners.

Stress index

Total
sample

22,000

=

of car
OWners
in

Bengaluru have
experienced
some sort of road
rage in the last 6
months

d:. B

owners  expressed
struggle to find anxiety
alegal & safe over the
parking spot deactivation
for their carsin of their
Bengaluru FASTag

The main causes of road
rage are frequent traffic
jams, congested roads, in-
adequate infrastructure,
two-wheelers  swerving
between cars and buses,
disregard for traffic laws,
and aggressive driving be-
haviour, such as honking,
tailgating and cutting off
other vehicles.

These factors contribute
to the overall stress and an-
xiety experienced by car
owners while navigating
Bengaluru’s roads, the sur-
vey found.

The survey also found
parking continues to be a
major concern for car own-
ers, with limited parking
spaces leading to frustra-
tion and anxiety.

Additionally, the lack of

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 14, 2024
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proper enforcement of
parking rules exacerbates

the problem, causing
further stress for drivers in
the city.

Furthermore, the lack
of designated legal parking
areas in busy commercial
areas adds to the chaos
and congestion on the
roads.

This combination of fac-
tors contributes to the dai-
ly traffic gridlock that
plagues Bengaluru, mak-
ing commuting a night-
mare for car owners, the
survey said.

The current flux seen in
the FASTag ecosystem, re-
newed KYC deadline and
FASTag deactivations, has
led to some confusion
amongst car owners.



Kidney stones in children have
doubled in decade, say doctors

Pearl.DSouza@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: When 12-year-
old Raghu (name changed)
was taken to a hospital in
Kalyan Nagar, little did his
parents expect a 6mm stone
to be in his ureter. Due to ex-
ams, he had missed out on
hisregular water intake and
exercise and the slightly
obese boy had to undergo la-
ser treatment to get rid of
the kidney stone.

Doctors in the city say
they do not find children
with kidney stones unusual
as the number of such cases
is now double of what it was
10 years ago. Due to inadequ-
ate hydration and excess
perspiration following the
onset of summer, doctors
end up seeing marginally
more cases of kidney stones
atthistime of the year.

“The stones take months
to form — first they become
crystalsand thenstones. Du-
ring summer, dehydration
exacerbates the problem
and children end up coming
to the hospital with stones.
But these can be prevented
with exercise to burn calori-

es, not causing excess waste
tosettle in the kidney, reduc-
tion in salty food to dilute
theliquid content being pro-
cessed inthekidney and cut-
tingdown on sugary bevera-
ges,” said Dr Raghavendra
N, consultant nephrologist
and transplant physician,
Trilife Hospital, who trea-
ted Raghu. The doctor said
he noticed an increase in
children with kidney stones
over the past 10 years and
90% of the cases are due to
lower than adequate con-
sumption of water.

Besides drinking six to
eight glasses of water daily,
fresh fruits and vegetables
should be preferred to

Source: The Times of India, p.4, March. 14, 2024
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snacking on salty and pro-
cessed food, doctors say.

“There are other reasons
for children suffering from
kidney stones — they inclu-
de genetic abnormalities,
but lifestyle choices contri-
bute to 40% of the cases,” sa-
id Dr Ganesh Srinivas Pra-
sad P, consultant, nephrolo-
gy and transplant physici-
an, Narayana Health City.

According to Dr Prasad,
children with kidney stones
would make for 10% of pae-
diatric ward patients 10 ye-
ars ago and now they acco-
unt for 20-25%.

Dr Deepak Dubey, HoD
and consultant urologist,
Manipal Hospitals, Old Air-
port Road, said the doubling
of cases over 10 years is not
alarming. “Hydration is the
key component contribu-
ting to stones among child-
ren. Once that is tackled, we
can prevent the formation
of crystals,” he said.

The doctor said the num-
ber of children having kid-
ney stones has increased
from 5% of the total number
of paediatric patients 10 ye-
arsagoto10%.



Mending the fracture: India’s

healthcare gender

Long-standing
gender biasesin
healthresearch

and medical
carearekeeping
women from
receiving timely
diagnosisand
treatment

Continued..

VARSHA GOWDA & SWEEKRUTHI K
BENGALURU, DHNS

thad been months of regular
outpatientappointmentsata
hospital in Mumbai for Sana
(name changed), but the mystery
of her ailment remained at
large. The issue began with a tingling
sensation behind her ear whichsoon
developed intoa throbbing pain. Since
the 28-year-old was already diagnosed
with an autoimmune condition, she
decided to seek medical intervention
immediately.

“You are overthinking. Take a
break, go shopping, eat good food
and get a boyfriend. Your issues will
goaway,” the doctor said on one such
visit. Considering his 30 years of ex-
perience, Sana joined a yoga class and
even practised mindfulness.

It was when she began to lose mobil-
ity and was affected by paralysis on the
rightside of her body, that she realised
that her symptom was serious and that
medical attention was paramount. A
year later, the underlying issue was
finally diagnosed —Sana had diabetes
and had gone into hyperglycemia,
resulting in permanent nerve damage
and paralysis.

Despite having access to hospitals
and being proactive in seeking out
treatment, Sana’s concerns were dis-
missed as unfounded fears. “This kind
of ‘medical gaslighting’also impacted
my mental and economic well-being,”
she says. It took another year to treat
the resulting nerve damage.

In many cases, symptoms dismissed
by doctors have turned out to be seri-
ous medical conditions. For instance,
Preethi (name changed), a 20-year-old
resident of Indore, Madhya Pradesh,
went tosee a doctor when she started
experiencing shooting pains in her

39
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chest. “The doctor kept insisting that it
was nothing more than stress and pre-
scribed painkillers even though I went
back to her three times,” says Preethi.

The pain continued, compelling
her to approach a cardiologist. “After
an ECG, the cardiologist told me that
there is a small tear near my heart’s
wall along with general cardiac
fatigue,” she says.

These stories are among many that
evidence the long-standing history of
medical bias based on gender, which
commonly manifests in the dismissal
of women’s symptoms and pain. The

P

Women
waitingata
government
hospital in
Davangere
district,
Karnataka.
DH FILE PHOTO/
SATISH BADIGER

diagnosis of health issues in women
takes much longer than in men. Heart
disease is diagnosed seven to 10 years
later in women than in men, according
to a US-based study.

According to a 2019 Danish study,
on average, women are found to have
diabetes 4.5 years later than men.

While narratives and studies about
the gender gap in diagnosis, treatment
and research have come to the fore
globally, there is little research or even
acknowledgement of these gaps in the
Indian context.
> Gender gap, Page 2



The Conditions affecting women
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The case of Rajasthan and
public heaith provisions

The Bhamashah Swasthya Bima
Yojanais a government health
insurance programme that
entitles
individuals in Rajasthan to free
secondary and tertiary care at
public and empanelled private
hospitals.

Females accounted for only 45%
of all hospital visits under the
programme with the biggest gaps
among children under 15 years
(33%) and adults 50 years and
older (43%)

Over 2,25,000 missing female
hospital visits were recorded
between 2017 and 2019 for
nephrology, cardiology, and
oncology care alone.

‘Anunbalanced scale’ Dasra,
‘uﬂomngoovoﬂumnes inwomen's heaith-
care’ McKinsey Health Institute, Closing

the women's health gap’, World Economic
Forum and McKinsey, NFHS 5, news reports.

COMPILED BY SWEEKRUTHIK
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Have your say
“To express your opinion, e-mail us at:
insight@deccanherald.co.in

admissions.

Women make up 50% of the
private hospital workforce, but
only 28% of leadership positions
Private hospitals

54%

Health tech

T 10-30%

Pharma and biotech

Medical equipment
I 15-20%
N 10-20%
Financial institutions
20-30%
10%

- )
% of women in overall workforce

% of women in leadership representation

conditions]in women,” says Meera.
Wln]c medncal pmlessmnnls are much

Targeted programmes key

health insurance coverage among women in
FY24.

Iy to v.u.

According toa 202 inDelhi, for
every two boys diagnosed with cancer, only
one girl receives a diagnosis. For women
across age groups, fewer hospital visits
canmeanreducedinstancesofidentifi-
cationof medical conditions. A 2018
study found that 49% of expected
female outpatient visits were
missing from Delhi, Haryana,
UPand Bihar.

The gendered nature of
clinical trials and research
compounds the prob-
lem. According to the
US Centers for Disease

PS5 5

land ey aremore ikely towrite
off the as icin

The Avush
Arogya Yojana, Ind.las pubhc health
2018,

iJan

women.
“There wasalot of disbeliefin

1
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health circles, when women came in, com-
plaining of pain. The general assumption is

that
fall ill due to psychosomatic issues,” says Dr
‘Tanya Seshadri, a community health practi-
tioner and researcher, who works with the
Soliga community in Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu.

When screening for metabolic conditions
became routine, many were diagnosed with

of beneficiaries under the scheme.

While insurance has opened the door for
many women to access health services, it is
far from a well-rounded solution to gender

fessorinhealth economics, University College
of London. Along with researcher Pascaline
Dupas, Dr Radhika is working on a study on
how insurance reaches women and men in

Rajasthan. “...A massive public subsidy is not
reaching women as cfchlivc!y as it is men,

(CDC), around 70% of

an

routine that women

. However,
80% of pain studies
are conducted on
either male mice or
men.
DrSylviaKarpag-
am, a public health
expert based out
of Bengaluru, adds
that most drug tri-
als are conducted
on men and extrap-
olated to women.
“There is very little
data on how women
respond to drugs and
variations related to
nutritional status, hor-

theirissues,”she adds.

Social norms

Beyond biases within the medical communi-
ty, social norms also dictate when and how
women reach out for health support. “Since
‘women bear the maximum!| burdenohmpand

;" they write.
Universal insurance schemes tend to ex-

clude those with complications. As women

receive diagn d treatment much later,

D
plications. “For instance, the third or fourth
stages of cancer, kidney, lung orliver disease
maynotfall

ages. Additionally, chronicmedical condmons
may get leftout,asthe scheme tends to cater

carework, th ly theirown
health.In myexpenence ‘women withserious
illnesses come inatalater stage for diagnosis
and treatment. F?r instance, cancer is gen-

sa\'sDrSylvm
Chronic conditions require outpatient care
rather than admissions, which insurance
schemes do notcover, sheadds.

erally d
women,” says Dr Shaibya Saldanha, a gynae-
cologist based in Bengaluru.

The gender gap persists across social
groups and ages - with fewer outpatient vis-

Mostgovernmenti
require documentation, which already puts
womenatadisadvantage, as many, especially
women from vulnerable groups, rarely have
access o Ehis. “When women are required to

itsbeing’ young and

elder

or status etc.
Women are just viewed as
miniature versions of men
who require smaller doses,”
shesays.

Globally, 2022 study found
that only 1% of (undmg is mvest»

groups.

Evenamong children and infants, experts
say, rates of hospital visits are significantly
lower among girl children. “Ina study on the
reasons for admission into an ICU, a hospi-
tal found that the most common reason for
admission was ‘only male child’ and lhal lhe

ed in
conditions. This is pamcularly con-
cerninginthe Indian context, where 50
million women suffer from reproductive
health problems.

The resulting gap has high economic and
social costs t0o. Astudy by McKinsey Health
Institute and the World

p'lrents was higher for boy babies Ih'm g|rl
babies,” DrSl\a‘bynsays

s, adds Madevi

tonot
atall, m-
ily, who may hold their IDsand dncumems,
adds

yd haveIDs

vice,

Solutions with nuance

Relying on insurance to address women’s
health issues might not be a comprehensive
solution. “Insurance programmes typically
come with many caveats and only a certain
percentage of people will be able to access
such policies. India should look at other

K a leader of the SUhg,m)mmumty basedin
the Biligiri Rangana Hills, Kﬂmamka “Wom-

(WEF) revealed that closing the women’s
health gap could boost the global economy
by 81 trillion annually by 2040, The health
gap currently leads to the loss of 75 million
years of life due to poor health or early death
per year. This is the equivalent of seven days
perwoman per year.

Black boxes
Th 2

‘orexample,
the United Kingdom, CostaRicaand Australia
are among several countries with universal

Forum tchinga  healthcare,” Dr Shaibyasays.
by dcoming backb dark. Vlanvhave i
to ask their husbands for ° ission’,” she rhw eal intothe

‘amily Health

says.
Survey 5, only 10% of women could make in-

that could be spent on prwu‘lmg free 0PD

paredto33%ofmen.

Madevi, who was diagnosed with a repro-
ductive health issue, was forced to operate
under similar circumstances as wcl]. Such

and hospital will go into paying
insurance premnums, which in any case, ex-

sheadds.
A gender- tar;e(cd framework is key, say

number of women suffering from chronic
illnesses and pain. Chances are, within your

dow and a large time deficit, whlch become
obsnclesmsee unghealth

public s. The WEF reportiden-
tifies fiveavenues of intervention. “Thereisan

time

opportunity to close the women's health gap
by(l)investing i

(

with Polycysticovarysyndrome,endometrio-
sis, thyroid orhormonal conditions, withlittle
suppon from medical pm[essnoxml&

i
think their tas

be transferred, Madevi adds. In most cases,
families prioritise the health of the primary

[hm Ineed to lose weight for all my pruh!ems

period cramps, adultacne, intense fatigue
and iti ienci be solved. |
have heard several female friends share the
same experience,” says 26-year-old Kriti T
S. “The other usual script involves ‘avoiding
si{css' and waiting until you have children,

The fear of adding to already stretched
household budgets also keeps women from
seeking treatment when they notice a symp-
tom or pain, relates an Anganwadn worker
based in Anekal districtin Karnataka.

Further, a third of women expressed ap-
prehensions about seeking care due to the

Im-

il
withdebilitating monthly cramps,”she adds.
The general attitude of dismissal and low

ffemale health providersin
the primary health centres they visited. The
Bharat Health Index 2023 found that only
25% of semi-rural and rural popul'mons in

ditions feed into each other. Such is also the
casewithautoimmune conditions, whichare
found

India
their localities.
“While community outreach centres and
luk-1 od

Tstill do not knuw \vhal mv

| hospitals are primarily accesse
b) 'women, district, speciality and private hos-

ys Meer:
30 ye’lrﬂld resldem of Delh| She exv|alns
how investigating the presence of the CCL17
antibody was challenging in her case, across
Delhi, Mumbai and Vellore, because doctors

by men because
of geographical barriers and economic and
social norms,” Dr Tanya says.
She cites the example of prenatal check-
ups to illustrate how this can contribute to
Jitoed; Hehealth

data, (: h d ifi
care, (4) encuurngngmwstmems mwomens

policies tosupport women,” the reportsays.

hon
expands and picks up pace, gender sensitiv-
ity training is essential to ensure women’s
concerns are taken seriously in the medical
community,

‘Theissue, along withalack of researchinto
how ll|s‘e.\hes preben( in women, Dr Tanya

oftheir health problems.

Addressing the trust deficit and biases re-
quires a better and more diverse representa-
lion of women. India still lags on this front,

ityof! X

fem.\le,ahol 2021, unly l7%of hosplul buard
members were women. Further, only one in
four people on health committees arewomen.
To decisively shape inclusive policymaking,

Finally, across studies and regions, prox-

would often tell her that, “itisallin your head. imity to hospitals and docwrs plays a major

Youneed torelax.” women. “While the WHC four  rolein women d effective

With i Meerarec-  visitsduri healthservices. Thisis particularlyaconcern
ognises that both patients and doctors are  able to gotoone or two,”she adds. rurwumen lmm rural regmm

dealing witha black box—with i pecificinter ical,

Y “Inthis asthey not only shap ut

ind il Pr tainly de-India has halfol'uu: bu( also largely nﬁcc(

provide black-and-white answers,”she says.
Especially in the case of diseases that are
found to occur more in women than in men,

onthe WEF'shealthand survival subindexin

and examine their responses because there
is an increased incidence [of auto-immune

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&2, March, 10, 2024
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theirannual Global Gender Gapreport. More

nor-
der to fully address the gender gap, it |s also
essential to recognise and address gender
biases mgmmed within the med}cal system

vice: |
A Policvbazaar studv reported a 40% rise in

thetrust
and dienity thevdeserve.
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Gender

Gender equality as the plank of sustainable development

women’s empowerment continue to gain

momentum. We, however, would like to
reflect on an issue that is often overlooked, which
is the critical intersection between gender
equality and sustainable energy development.
Time and again, studies have proven that gender
equality and women’s empowerment are
fundamental to achieving sustainable energy for
all. The achievement of all Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) is in one way or
another dependent on gender equality. In fact,
strong connections exist among SDG5 on gender
equality, SDG7 on clean, affordable energy, and
SDGI2 on climate action, among many others.

Gender equality is not just a matter of social

justice; it is also a prerequisite for sustainable
development. Women play a crucial role in
energy access, production, and consumption.
Yet, they often face significant barriers that limit
their participation and impact in the energy
sector. This gender disparity not only hampers
individual opportunities but also hinders overall
economic growth and environmental
sustainability.

C onversations around gender equality and

Gender equality in energy access

In many parts of the world, women bear primary
responsibility for household energy management
that includes cooking, heating, and lighting.
However, research has shown that energy
infrastructure tends to reach women last, yet the
lack of access to modern energy affects women
and children disproportionately. For example,
lack of access to clean and reliable energy
sources, forces women to rely on traditional and
harmful alternatives such as biomass and
kerosene. According to the World Health
Organization (WHO), household air pollution
leads to a staggering 3.2 million premature deaths

Damilola Ogunbiyi

is the CEO and Special
Representative of the
United Nations
Secretary-General for
Sustainable Energy for
All (SEforALL)

Saurabh Kumar

is Vice President -
India, Global Energy
Alliance for People
and Planet (GEAPP)

Though women
have a key role
in energy access,
production, and
consumption,
they face
barriers, limiting
their
participation and
impact in the
energy sector

each year — nearly half of all air pollution-related
deaths — 60% of which are women and children.
This not only perpetuates energy poverty but also
exposes women and their families to health risks
associated with household air pollution.

Another aspect that is particularly worrying is
that the energy sector remains one of the least
gender-diverse sectors. Women represent 32% of
full-time employees in the renewable energy
sector and only 22% in the energy sector overall;
this is in comparison to 48% of women workers in
the global labour force. In India, for example,
only 10% of women hold technical posts in the
energy sector, as per the International Energy
Agency (IEA). This gender disparity is fuelled by
disparities in educational access, restricted
opportunities for women to acquire technical
skills and training, and inequitable company
policies, among other contributing factors.

Bridging the gender gap

Tackling these challenges requires a change in
perception towards women’s role in the energy
sector and concerted efforts to mainstream
gender in energy policies at the sub-national,
national and international levels. Governments,
non-state actors, international institutions and
philanthropic organisations have a critical role to
play in providing an enabling environment,
innovative solutions and transformative platforms
to not only increase access to clean energy but
also deliver groundbreaking solutions to promote
women’s meaningful participation in the
sustainable energy transition.

Initiatives such as the Women at the Forefront
programme and the Energy Transitions
Innovation Challenge (ENTICE) provide a forum
for individuals, especially women, to embark on
entrepreneurial ventures and drive collective
action for sustainable energy practices.

Source: The Hindu, p. 10, March. 9, 2024
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We also see an opportunity for Distributed
Renewable Energy (DRE), which are already
being deployed by various State governments in
India in collaboration with philanthropic
organisations, to quickly provide affordable
energy access and reduce the everyday drudgery
of women’s work, thereby increasing their
productivity. Solar Mamas is one inspirational
initiative started in India by Barefoot College to
train illiterate women to become solar engineers,
bringing clean power and light to their
communities.

1t is evident that empowering women in the
energy sector is not just the right thing to do. It is
also a smart investment in our collective future.
Studies have shown that closing the gender gap in
employment and entrepreneurship could boost
global GDP by trillions of dollars.

Similarly, increasing women’s participation in
the energy sector can lead to more innovative
solutions, increased productivity, and enhanced
social and environmental outcomes. A recent
report conducted by Powering Livelihoods has
indicated that more than 71% of the early
adopters of clean technology livelihood
appliances in India, totalling over 16,000, are
women.

With the passage of International Women’s
Day, it is important to recognise that the dialogue
on gender and energy has clearly shifted from
women being identified as part of vulnerable
groups to acknowledging them as key agents of
change, as consumers, producers, distributors
and decision makers across the energy sector.

Gender-responsive and women-led initiatives
have been successful in the clean energy space.
That is why, this is the right time to harness the
power of women and energy to create a more
inclusive, prosperous, and sustainable world for
present and future generations.



India’s suboptimal use of its labour power

vast majority of Indians earn the

entirety of their incomes through

labour as opposed to ownership of

capital or land. Further, about 90% of
the working Indian population earns its
livelihood through informal employment that is
characterised by little or no job security, no
employment benefits, no social protection, and
lower earnings. The informally employed are
primarily concentrated among casual labourers
and the self-employed, but exist even in some
segments of those who are classified as regular
wage or salaried workers.

Therefore, whatever is happening to the GDP
growth rate — which tends to occupy the
headlines concerning the economy — or how that
translates into improvements in the standards of
living of the masses, in the end, depends on what
is happening to the labour market — are new jobs
being created? Are better jobs being created? Are
wages going up?

A deeper reading of improvements

At first glance it would seem that things have
improved in the recent past for which we have
yearly data from the Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS), beginning 201718, which replaced
the earlier periodic National Sample Survey
(Employment-Unemployment). Overall, the
Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) has gone
up steadily to 58.35% in 2021-22, starting at
52.35% in 2017-18, a trend that is being driven
largely by women in rural areas. This goes against
the long-term trend towards decreasing LFPR
over several decades since liberalisation.
Moreover, the overall unemployment rate has
also declined from 6.2% in 201718 to 4.2% in
2021-22. For the youth, the unemployment rate
numbers are higher (12% in 2017-18 to 8.5% in
2021-22) but display the same downward trend.
For both the LFPR and the unemployment rate,
the very latest data available for 2022-23, display
the same trajectory.

Do these improvements signal dynamism in
the labour market in terms of job creation and
wage growth? What is happening to the
composition of the jobs and the earnings? In a
recent essay with Jitendra Singh of Ashoka
University, we looked at this question carefully,
comparing the trends over the more recent
period with longer-run trends.

When we look at the different categories of the
employed, namely, regular wage/salaried work,
casual work, and self-employment and their
trends, we can see that the improvements in
LFPR and the drop in the unemployment rate are
largely driven by self-employment. The
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self-employed come in three categories —
own-account workers, unpaid family workers,
and employers who employ outside labour. A
disturbing trend emerges if we look at them
separately to identify which subcategory explains
the overall rise in the self-employed. While the
fraction of the self-employed who are employers
has gone up marginally by less than one
percentage point from 3.78% in 2017-18 to 4.57%
in 2021-22, the bulk of the growth in
self-employment has come from the rise of
unpaid family workers, which has increased from
26% to 31.4% over the period.

Though the absolute number of workers in
each employment type is increasing over the
period of study, within the employed pool, the
sharpest rige is seen in the proportion of unpaid
family labour such as a helper in the family-run
kirana store. Further, own-account workers such
as someone running a corner shop or selling tea
and snacks on a cart constitute the largest chunk
of the employed population at close to 35%. The
proportion of other subcategories within the
employed (regular wage/salaried employee,
casual labour, employer, and own-account
worker) has dropped between 201718 and
2021-22. Together, this reflects a worsening of the
quality of work being done by the workforce.
Given that the seeming dynamism in the labour
market has come from a subcategory of the
self-employed — a category which itself is
considered to be a main component of informal
employment and, therefore, precarious in nature
— it is cause for worry.

In terms of earnings

Does the evidence from earnings allay some of
these worries? Unfortunately, the state of the
labour market does not appear to fare well in
terms of earnings too. At the most aggregate level,
the all-India average real daily earnings increased
by around 10 (in 2010 prices) between 201718
and 2021-22, about a 4% increase. Both rural and
urban daily earnings increased on an average
between 10 to 14 (in 2010 prices). However, this
overall increase was not uniform for workers in
all employment types. In general, the average
earnings of wage and salaried workers are the
highest among different categories of workers,
followed by the self-employed and then the
casual workers. The average daily earnings for
both the salaried and the self-employed stagnated
over the period, showing no increase in real
terms. However, those in casual work saw an
increase from 162 a day in 2017-18 to 196 a day
in 2021-22, which is about a 20% increase; this is
the category that is responsible for the moderate

Source: The Hindu, p. 10, March. 9, 2024
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increase in the overall average earnings of the
employed. While this is a positive development,
‘we must put it in context: even with a 30-day
work month, casual workers were making 36,000
a month at 2010 prices (or, T1,520 in 2021
prices). Note that this is barely above the poverty
line of ¥4,080 a month in rural areas and ¥5,000
a month in urban areas (poverty lines in 2011-12
prices).

To sum up our findings, while the rise in the
LFPR and fall in the unemployment rate since
2017-18 appears to be a positive sign, closer
examination suggests that the self-employed
category of work saw the highest growth in
employment generation between 201718 and
2021-22. And within that, it was the subcategory
of unpaid family workers which saw the most
growth in numbers. Not surprisingly, the earnings
for the self-employed did not record any
discernible improvements. The most desirable
category of the employed (regular wage and
salaried workers) did not see any real increase
either in its share in total employment or in
average earnings. In fact, the top 20% of salaried
waorkers saw a drop in their real daily average
earnings over the period. Though casual workers
as a category saw a slight decrease in its share of
total employment, their average earnings
experienced moderate growth.

Phase of demographic dividend

While this is a matter of concern from the welfare
perspective (i.e., how is economic growth
affecting the job prospects and earnings in the
labour market?) it also has larger macroeconomic
growth repercussions. Taken together,
own-account workers, casual workers, and
unpaid family workers form more than three
quarters of the employed. That is to say, more
than three quarters of our working population is
engaged in work which is typically of low
productivity.

To put it in context, India is in its period of
demographic dividend which is expected to peak
in less than 20 years and exhaust in roughly
another 30 to 35 years. In this golden period of
reaping labour productivity, the economy
continues to utilise its labour capital in a
suboptimal fashion by engaging a majority in low
quality work. Moreover, given that the poorer
sections tend to spend a greater fraction of their
incomes, their stagnant earnings also do not
augur well for the demand-side of the economy
coming from consumer expenditure, given that
the investment to GDP ratio has been steadily
declining — thereby raising the spectre of a
vicious cycle.
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Governance

Govt. scraps E-Bike Taxi Scheme citing safety concerns

The notification asserts that autherities have become aware of
violations, specifically the utilisation of non-transport bikes as bike
taxis. FILE PHOTO

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Following objections by au-
torickshaw unions, the Kar-
nataka government has re-
voked the Electric Bike
Taxi Scheme introduced in
2021. The decision to termi-
nate the Karnataka Electric
Bike Taxi Scheme 2021 was
announced by the Tran-
sport Department through
a notification on March 6.
The Electric Bike Taxi
Scheme was initiated in Ju-
1y 2021 by the State Govern-
ment, then led by the BJP,

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 9, 2024

with the aim of enhancing
first and last-mile
connectivity.

The notification high-
lights possible misuse of
the scheme, and asserts
that authorities have be-
come aware of violations,
specifically the utilisation
of non-transport bikes
(with white boards) as bike
taxis.

The notification men-
tions confrontations involv-
ing auto and taxi drivers re-
garding the operation of
bike taxis. It notes instanc-
es highlighting a threat to

women’s safety, raising
concerns about law and
order.

According to the report
from a committee led by
the Managing Director of
Bangalore Metro Rail Cor-
poration Limited (BMRCL),
the bike taxi scheme had
fallen short of achieving its
intended outcomes.

Although Karnataka was
the pioneer in implement-
ing an electric bike taxi pol-
icy in 2021, auto drivers
continued to advocate a
ban on bike taxis. This re-
sulted in incidents of block-

ing and intimidation of bike
taxi riders in Bengaluru.

A senior official said,
“The department has not-
ed the blatant misuse of the
e-bike taxi scheme. Instead
of electric bike taxis, there
is a prevalence of other
bikes and scooters being
utilised as bike taxis. This
misuse by aggregators has
resulted in significant law-
and-order concerns and sa-
fety issues, particularly for
women. Hence, the Tran-
sport Department has de-
cided to withdraw the
scheme.”

Indira Canteen opened at KIA; 600
more to be set up across State

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah inaugurated an Indi-
ra Canteen at Kempegowda
International Airport (KIA)
on Monday, announcing
plans for 600 more across
the State, including
Bengaluru.

Speaking at the unveil-
ing ceremony, organised
by the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP), Mr. Siddaramaiah
highlighted the significance
of the canteen, expected to
cater to a large number of
customers, especially air-
port cab drivers and BMTC
bus drivers.

According to the BBMP
estimates, the Indira Can-
teen at KIA is projected to
serve approximately 2,000
customers. The construc-
tion, including the kitchen
facilities, incurred a cost of
1.35 crore.

Expressing  optimism
about the canteen’s popu-
larity, a BBMP official noted
the stark price difference
between meals at the air-
port and those available at
the Indira Canteen.

“Food prices inside the
airport are exorbitant, with
breakfast costing upwards
of ¥200. We anticipate pas-
sengers turning to the can-

- iy 0 /
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and Deputy Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar at the inauguration of the Indira Canteen at
Kempegowda International Airport on Monday.

teens for affordable op-
tions,” the official
remarked.

The establishment of a
Indira Canteen was a key
demand among the 36 sub-
missions made by the fed-
eration of cab and auto
drivers’ associations to
Transport Minister Ramal-
inga Reddy. The move aims
to ease the burden faced by

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 12, 2024

drivers commuting bet-
ween the airport and the ci-
ty, aggravated by high food
prices at airport eateries.

Highlighting the pur-
pose of the Indira Canteen,
Mr. Siddaramaiah empha-
sised its role in providing
affordable meals to the eco-
nomically disadvantaged.
The canteen offers break-
fast for 5, while lunch and
dinner are priced at 10
each. Changes have been
made to the food menu,
and a dining hall has been
arranged to accommodate
patrons.

He also underscored the
government’s commitment
to extending the reach of In-
dira Canteens, with plans
for establishment in every
ward of Bengaluru and oth-
er parts of the State. Criticis-
ing the previous administra-
tion for failing to address
the need for affordable
meals, he highlighted the
closure of some facilities.



Despite cap, water still costs over 2,000 per tanker load

Residents say water tanker dealers complain that the price limit fixed by the government is unviable and they can supply water only at higher rates. Most of the water tanker dealers
in the city have rejected the ceiling on the price saying it is ‘unscientific' and ‘divorced from ground reality’ and that it does not apply to them at all

WATER WOES

BENGALURU

espite a cap on wa-
l)lcr tanker prices
by the district ad-

ministration in Bengaluru,
water tanker loads of
12,000 litres continue to
cost over ¥2,000.

‘The cap has had little ef-
fect on water tanker prices
on the ground and enforce-
ment has been almost nil,
complain residents.

Nayaz Khan, a resident
of Varthur, said when
asked about charging more
than the price cap, water
tanker dealers complained
that what the government
had fixed was unviable and
they could supply water at
only higher rates.

“We are at the mercy of
tanker dealers for water
and have to buy water at
whatever rates they quote.
The government has an-

The price cap has had little effect on water tanker prices on the ground and enforcement has been
almost nil, complain residents, BHAGYA PRAKASH K.

nounced that they will pro-
vide water for free in our
areas. It hasn't reached
us,” he said.

Mr. Khan said a tractor
load of 4,000 litres of wa-
ter cost 800 to 31,000.

The district administra-
tion has not issued specific

rates for 4,000 litre loads,
but has capped 6,000 litre
loads at ¥750.

Meanwhile, the cost of
12,000 litre tanker load
used by most apartments
are being sold in the range
of 2,000 and 32,500,
even as the government

has capped it at T1,200.

“There has been no cor-
rection in water tanker
prices post the cap,” said
Rajesh H., a resident of an
apartment community off
Sarjapura Road.

Another resident of
Whitefield said that water

Price cap

6,000 litres
8,000litres | 3700 | 2850
12,000 litres | 71,000 | 21,200

1250 for every 1,000 ltres
between 8,000 and 12,000 litres

2600

2750

Price card offered®

Sot tion | For evel
distance 1,000 litres
0-2km 125
2-5km uso
5-7.5km u7s
75-10km 200
10-125km 2225

* By Mahadevapura chapter of
Bengaluru East Water Tankers'
Association

tanker suppliers are not
only charging the price
they want, but are also in-
sisting that apartment
communities enter into a
contract of at least six
months to get water now.

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 14, 2024

“The price cap has been on
paper and there is no way
to enforce that. If one
wants water, one has to ac-
cept the terms put forth by
tanker suppliers and that is
the ground reality” he
said.

Cap rejected

Most of the water tanker
dealers in the city have re-
jected the price cap put by
the district administration,
even as many argue the
price cap was dead on ar-
rival and did not apply to
them at all.

“The district adminis-
tration has put a price cap
for tanker loads where the
distance between the
source of water and the
destination is less than 10
km. But most of us routine-
Iy go beyond 15 km and in
some cases even beyond
20 km one way to fetch wa-
ter. So the price cap does
not even apply to us,” said
Ramesh Reddy, a water
tanker dealer in Maratha-

halli. The Mahadevapura
chapter of the Bengaluru
East Water Tankers’ Asso-
ciation, with nearly 300
water tankers attached to
it, held a meeting and
came out with their own
price card.

“For every 1,000 litres,
we have decided to charge
2125 if the distance bet-
ween the source and the
destination is below two
km, ¥150 if the distance is
between two and five km,
and go on adding ¥25 for
every two-and-a-half addi-
tional km,” said R.V.N. Ba-
bu, president of the asso-
ciation.

As per this, the cost of
12,000 litres of water if
sourced from 12 km away,
which Mr. Babu said was
very common, is ¥2,400.

‘Divorced from reality’

When asked whether this
was not a violation of the
price cap imposed by the
district administration, Mr.
Babu said the basis for that

was “unscientific” and “di-
from  ground

ly surveyed areas where
one gets water at 200 feet.
Here in our areas we have
to dig more than 1,500
feet, which increases both
capital and operational ex-
penditure. Moreover these
are far off from where our
customers stay,” he said,
adding the association was
being reasonable and im-
posing a price card on
their members, not allow-
ing them to exploit the
situation.

BWSSB chairman V.
Ramprasath Manohar said
that the board will soon
paste stickers of the prices
fixed by the district admi-
nistration on water tankers
to create awareness among
the public.

“It is a new system and
will take some time for
both the people and the
tanker suppliers to get
used to it,” he said.

PRR land-losers, farmers plan to file mass petition in HC to scrap project

ee

We will file mass
petitions in the High
Courtsoon to scrap the
project..As per the BDA
Act, the notification has
expired and the project

is no longer valid, we will

contend.

RAMESHS.,
Afarmer

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

As the State government
has cut the guidance value
of land notified for the Pe-
ripheral Ring Road (PRR)
project, farmers are now
planning to file mass peti-
tions in the High Court
seeking the scrapping of
the project.

This may create new
hurdles for the much de-

layed project, even as the
government is keen for it
to take off. In 2023, the
Stamps and Registration
Department revised the
guidance value upwards
across the State inclu-
ding 67 villages where the
project would come up.
However, earlier this
month, the State slashed
the guidance value by
nearly half upsetting land-
losers. This would have a

direct impact on the com-
pensation which they will
receive. Angered by this,
the farmers have now de-
cided to move the court.
Ramesh S, (name
changed), a farmer talking
to The Hindu, said this has
irked the land-losers and
the government deci-
sion of axing the value is
highly discriminatory.
“We will file mass petitions
in the High Court soon to

Source: The Hindu, p.6, March. 14, 2024
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scrap the project.”

He further said that the
Bangalore Development
Authority (BDA) issued fi-
nal notification for the
project in 2007 and even
after several years, the
BDA hasn’t commenced
work. “As per the BDA Act,
the notification has ex-
pired and the project is no
longer valid, we will con-
tend,” he said.

Another farmer said in

the court the land losers
will pray for either scrap-
ping the project or to issue
new notification.

It should be noted that
in 2007 the BDA issued
notification under the BDA
Act 1984 and now if they
want to issue a new notifi-
cation it should be done
under the Right to Fair
Compensation and Tran-
sparency in Land Acquisi-
tion, Rehabilitation and

Resettlement Act, 2013.

This will change the
structure of the compen-
sation. Even then the com-
pensation will not be satis-
factory as guidance value
has now been reduced, he
contended.

In 2016, the BDA wrote
to the Stamps and Regis-
tration Department asking
them not to raise the gui-
dance value of the land
notified for the PRR.



The Karnataka civil engineers Bill, its pathway

Engineers Bill, that was passed recently, to

improve professionalisation and
construction standards, is laudable. However, the
route it recommends, which mandates only
certified civil engineers to offer engineering
designs, is bound to create confusion, become
unnecessarily restrictive, turn impractical and
remain out of sync with best practices.

T he goal of the Karnataka Professional Civil

The brick and mortar

The Bill establishes four key things. First, it
defines a civil engineer, lists engineering designs,
imposes restrictions on those who can offer
engineering design services, and, finally, instructs
how to ensure this.

Anyone with a diploma or a degree in a civil
engineering discipline in India or abroad can
qualify as a civil engineer. However, they must
register with the Karnataka Council of
Professional Civil Engineers within one year from
the date of commencement of the Act. In
addition, they should obtain a certificate to
become a ‘professional civil engineer” in
Karnataka. For this, those with degrees need one
year of experience, while those with diplomas
require two years of experience. Only
professional civil engineers can offer engineering
designs, which includes “civil, structural,
geotechnical, and environmental engineering
designs and drawings’. It also includes
‘conceptual plans, master plans, layout plans,
and other designs and drawings for buildings and
infrastructure’.

The Bill insists that any building that is more
than 50 square metres in plinth area or taller
than the ground floor or that is not built with
load-bearing masonry structure (meaning,
buildings with columns and beams, and others)
or a group housing project with more than three
buildings must be supervised or executed or
certified only by professional civil engineers.
Strict gatekeeping is imposed by instructing
government authorities not to permit
construction unless registered professional civil
engineers certify designs and drawings.

These provisions must be rethought for three

A. Srivathsan

is a professor at CEPT
University,
Ahmedabad, Gujarat

The Karnataka
Professional
Civil Engineers
Bill pushes a
bright-line rule
and flounders

reasons. First, despite the overlaps between
professional services in the building industry, the
Bill ,unmindfully and restrictively, defines
engineering designs. This is baffling since the
Supreme Court of India, pointing out difficulties
in a comparable situation involving architects,
has refused to exclude related professionals from
offering overlapping services.

In 2020, while settling architects” claim that
their professional Act prohibits non-architects
from offering architectural services, the Court
pointed out that services, including site design,
structural design, structural integration of
services, incorporation of mechanical systems
and inspection of construction, are carried out
concertedly by a host of related professionals.
Hence, to favour one group by imposing ‘absolute
prohibition” on others would lead to
‘considerable confusion’. It wisely observed that
‘varied professions form essential cogs in the
overall machinery of construction’ and one
cannot take a hard and exclusionary regulatory
view.

It is probably for these reasons that the Gujarat
Professional Civil Engineers Act, 2006, which is
similar, is restrained in its scope. It limits
registered professional civil engineers only to
certify engineering designs, which it does not
define. Even this limited version may not
withstand a legal challenge. Also, on the ground,
anecdotally, the regulations are more honoured
in the breach.

Global practices

Second, many countries are cautious about
regulations restricting competition, reinforcing
monopoly tendencies, raising prices, and
working against user interest. Hence, they
support the self-regulation of professions.
Recalling a study on engineering licensing and
professional practice across several countries
would also be worthwhile. It pointed out that
“there is no hard evidence that tight engineering
licensure provides economic gains to societies”.
Also, large firms that employ many engineers and
architects could easily countervail these
provisions, making them difficult to implement.

Source: The Hindu, p.14, March. 14, 2024
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Third, many professional councils across the
world, aware of these complexities, have not
tried to ring fence their services. Instead, they
take the alternative and effective route of
protecting titles such as ‘chartered engineer or
architect’ by establishing a rigorous process that
demands high academic standards and
experience.

The councils also mandate additional peer
interviews or examinations as non-negotiable
requirements. Through this, they let users know
that professional titles are not offered lightly, and
only the competent ones earn them. Users,
convinced by the credibility of the collective,
voluntarily seek certified professionals.

For example, the Engineering Council in the
United Kingdom clarifies that there are no
restrictions on practising as an engineer.
However, it protects titles offered to the qualified
and those who pass professional reviews. Only a
limited number of high-risk constructions, such
as reservoir design and road tunnel safety
regulations, are reserved for licensed persons.
The same goes for the Architects Registration
Board in the U.K. In comparison, the Karnataka
Bill seeks an absolute protection of services and
falls short of licensing requirements. There are no
examinations and fewer experience requirements
in the Bill. It would serve better to tighten the
process leading to certification.

The question of which professional is more
competent to offer a particular service will
continue to arise regularly. As was decided in one
of the cases involving the architect-engineer
dispute in the signing of drawings for permits in
‘Washington State, U.S., there cannot be a
bright-line rule, and divisions are impossible in a
‘general sense’. It must be decided on an
event-to-event basis, locally and based on
education, experience, and special knowledge.
‘What would be even better is to resist the
demand for professional turfs to control supply.
An effective solution would be to influence the
demand side by continuously demonstrating the
usefulness of professionals and certification.

The views expressed are personal
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BWSSB launches four
apps to help the city
navigate water crisis

Deputy Chief Minister launches a campaign to encourage people to use water judiciously

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

angalore ~ Water
B Supply and Sewer-
age Board (BWSSB)

on Thursday unveiled four
mobile applications aimed
at simplifying various pro-
cesses related to water sup-
ply, amid a drinking water
crisis the city is facing.

The four mobile applica-
tions launched are — Paris-
ara Jalasnehi, Jala Sam-
rakshak, Antharjala, and
Jalamithra.

According to BWSSB
chairman Ram Prasath Ma-
nohar, Parisara Jalasnehi
mobile application
will monitor treated sew-
age from sewage treatment
plants (STPs) which can be
used by the public for pur-
poses other than drinking.
The application is expect-
ed to streamline STPs.

The Jala Samrakshak ap-
plication will be used for
penalising those who
use drinking water for non-
essential purposes. Re-
cently, the BWSSB had is-
sued an order banning the
utilisation of drinking wa-

ter for non-essential
purposes.
The public can apply to

g':-z
4

o
v

Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar launching a save water
campaign of the BWSSB, in front of the Vidhana Soudha in

Bengaluru on Thursday.

dig borewells and collect
the no objection certificate
(NOC) for their residences
through the Antharjala
app. Recently in White-
field, the residents started
the campaign to stop ille-
gal borewells after which
much of the drilling was
stopped by the authorities.
The BWSSB also fined

some borewell agencies for
illegal drilling.

Jalamithra app was
launched to monitor the
leakage of water, drains is-
sues, and also for other
purposes of the BWSSB.

‘Neeru Ulisi’ campaign
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar, who launched

Source: The Hindu, p.2, March. 15, 2024
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‘Neeru Ulisi Bengaluru Be-
lasi’ (Save Water and Deve-
lop Bengaluru), said that
6,900 borewells in Benga-
luru had gone dry and the
city was now dependent
on 7,000 borewells. It was
important to create aware-
ness among the public to
judiciously use water, he
said.

“We have tamed the wa-
ter tanker mafia in Benga-
luru which was charging
exorbitant prices for the
public. Water tankers are
registered with the govern-
ment and will provide wa-
ter supply at the price fixed
by the government. Even if
the model code of conduct
(ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections) comes into ef-
fect, we will ensure water
supply will not be affected
in the city,” Mr. Shivaku-
mar added.

Stating that the BJP was
using the water crisis issue
politically with the elec-
tions around the corner,
Mr. Shivakumar added,
“We are least bothered
about their propaganda.
We are honestly trying to
solve the water problems
of the city and we will need
public cooperation in sav-
ing water.”



DECCAN HERALD

Karnataka to bring Clean
Mobility policy shortly

It will focus on
electric & other cell
technologies

e

ANJALI JAIN
BENGALURU, DHNS

l ; arnataka’slong-awaited
Clean Mobility policy
ay be implemented
soon, the state’s Large and
Medium Industries Minister
MB Patil highlighted in Ben-
galuru on Thursday, adding
that the policy will take a fuel
agnostic approach in order
tobe future ready. He did not,
however, provide a timeline
for the launch.

“I am excited to share that
weareonthe cusp ofintroduc-
ing the Clean Mobility policy.
This comprehensive frame-
workisdesigned tosupportall
forms of mobility, beit electric
vehicles (EVs), hydrogen (H2)
technologies, or fuel cells,” the
minister said while awarding
thewinner of Uber’s Sustaino-
vate startup challenge.

The competition, held in
partnership with Startup
India and Nasscom Al, was
for early stage firms building
innovative solutions towards
the adoption of sustainable
mobility in India. Gurga-
on-based startup AHODS
Technologies received a cash
prize of Rs1crore from Uber,
for its patented technology
for on-demand hydrogen
retro-fitment kits. The final
three competitorswillalsore-

N
Lar
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At e i
ge and Medium Industries Minister MB Patil (Left) greets

the winners of Uber Sustainovate Startup Challenge, AHODS
Technologies team. DH PHOTO/ B H SHIVAKUMAR

ceive mentorship from Uber
India to aid ininnovation and
scaling.

Speaking at the event, Patil
noted that the state aims to
create an ecosystem for inno-
vation thatwillaid Karnataka
in becoming a global hub for
clean mobility solutions. Re-
iterating the state’s commit-
ment towards reducing its
carbon footprint and achiev-
ing zerotailpipe emissions, he
urgedthecity’sentrepreneurs
to build solutions for sustain-
able mobility. Patil also ex-
tended the government’s help
in commercialising and scal-
ing these solutions through
collaboration.

“Thecreativityand ingenu-
ity displayed by the startups
participating in Uber Susti-
novate are a clear indication
that we are moving in the
right direction... It mirrors
our own aspirations within
Karnataka and, by extension,
India, to cultivate alandscape
where sustainable mobility is
notjustan option butaway of

life,” Patil said.

After losing significant
foreign and domestic invest-
ments toneighbouring Tamil
Nadu, the Karnataka govern-
ment is looking to position
the state as a premier desti-
nation for EV manufacturing
by providing incentives and
subsidies. In Januarythisyear,
Patil had endorsed the policy
by inviting Japanese compa-
niestosetupshopinthestate.

The clean mobility policy’s
focus will be on the entire
value chain of e-mobility, in-
cluding battery and cell man-
ufacturing, component pro-
duction, original equipment
manufacturers, charging and
testing infrastructure and re-
search and development, the
minister had said at the time.

The state was the first to
introduce an electric vehicle
policy in 2017, and a revised
draft policy was released
in November last year that
aimed to attract Rs 50,000
crore investment and create
jobs for one lakh people.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.16, March, 15, 2024
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Social Issues

Caughton camera,lostin
transmission: CCTV lapsesreveal
hurdlesinsolving crime

Only 5,100 of the 7,500 cams
areoperational
==

CHETANB C&
UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
BENGALURU, DHNS

herecentblastat The Rameshwar-
am Cafein the eastern partof Ben-
galuru City has once again sparked
a debate about the efficacy of CCTV
cameras in the city. This is particularly
relevant given that the rates of solving
many public crimes—which rely heavily
onCCTV footage—have remained below
the 50% mark over the past few years.
Alittle over a month ago, CCTV cam-
eras played a crucial role in locating a
12-year-old school student who went
missing in the city. Now, footage from
these cameras is proving invaluable
in assisting the police—including both
the local Central Crime Branch (CCB)
and the National Investigation Agency
(NIA)—in tracking the suspect involved
inthelow-intensityblast thatoccurredat
The Rameshwaram Cafe in Brookefield
on March 1. However, there are several
challenges.

Safe City Project

Under the Safe City Project, which is es-
timated to have cost Rs 661.5 crore, the
police have adopted “cutting-edge”tech-
nology and installed 7,500 CCTV cam-
eras across the city. Inaddition, nearly 3
lakh cameras have been installed under
the Karnataka Public Safety (Measures)
Enforcement Act, 2017.

However, police sources indicate that
only 5,100 of the 7,500 cameras are
operational. The connectivity for there-
maining cameras has been delayed due
to prolonged issues encountered with
their telecommunication partner.

The department has scheduled

th

Dysfunctional CCTV cameras hamp
and tracking of suspects in publi

. e Y
crimes or

such tion

Karnataka Governmenton March12to
discuss and address this issue. Sourc-
es say they are prepared to sever ties
with their current telecc ication

DH PHOTO/S K DINESH

Trackinginreal time?
The police department recently an-
nounced that it has adopted ‘proactive’

partner.

Street crimes

Dysfunctional cameras hamper police
operations, such as the detection and
tracking of suspects in public crimes or
violations. Lawand order police typically
rely on CCTV footage to solve cases of
motor vehicle theft, residential burgla-

and ‘pi ’policing methodsto lev-
erage the Al-backed technology at their
disposal. These methodsaim to trackany
individualinreal time, provided theyare
under the surveillance of Al-equipped
cameras.

During the ongoing blast investiga-
tions, an officer familiar with the case
disclosed that the suspect’s movements
within the city were primarily tracked

ry, housebreaking, chain i} an
other thefts.

According todatareleased by the City
Crime Record Bureau, the detection
rates for these crimes have mostly been
below 60% since 2021, except for chain

his whicht nearly
90% detection rate.

In2023, thenumberofregistered cases
surged compared topreviousyears, while
the detection rate significantly declined,
prompting various questions. However,

liceh: ibuted thi dtothefre-

meeting with the Chief Secretarytothe

quentr of officers and their
election duty commitments.

using the le CCTV footage.

Furthermore, DH learned from a
senior police department source that
approximately 450-500 cameras were
installed under the Safe City project in
the vicinity of the blast site. Notably, one
such camera, located just a few meters
from the cafe, was found to be non-func-
tional.

“He travelled mostly using public
transport. Whenever he was out on the
ground, most of his movements were
learnt using CCTV footage,” claimed
the officer.

This was despite the unavailability

Theft and street crime cases over the past three years:

Robbery 364 317
Chain snatching 166 166
House breaking 654 361
thefts (in night)

House thefts 591 290
Motor vehicle 4124 1563
thefts

Ordinary thefts 1167 482

Alin traffic

Traffic police have gnised that AT
camerasare notinfallible in detecting
road violations. While the detection

accuracy for the helmet rule is about

heth has deplo;

mine older violations
2 e each newviolation
ed by the cameras.

rors,” Anucheth said, acknowledging
that this process is labour-intensive.

of footage in certain places. However,
he refused to answer if they used solely
CCTV footage to follow his trail claiming
itas “partof the investigation”. The rea-
son for the delay in tracing the suspect’s
travel route, despite the availability of
Al cameras and advanced technology,
remains unanswered, as the police have
notresponded to media inquiries.

Limitations in Al

The camerasinstalled under the safe city
projectuse facial recognition totrack the
person’s real-time movement. Butin this

478 414 673 437
151 139 153 114
702 333 879 264
912 339 1692 376
5062 1965 5909 1437
1369 531 2493 480

case, thesuspect waswearing amaskand
ahat through most of the footage.

The 24/7 surveillance is managed by
asoftware, Command Control Commu-
nications and Computer 4 intelligence
(C4i), connected to a central Command
Control Centre, all equipped with AI,
according toa police source.

The criminal database is fed to the
C4i software which enables tracking of
a person, whose data is already availa-
ble on the database. Unavailability of
the suspect’s record in this case might
beanother reason. )

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, March, 10, 2024
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Intra-group caste variances, equality and the Court’s gaze

oon, a seven-judge Bench of the Supreme

Court of India will deliver its judgment in

State of Punjab vs Davinder Singh, on a

question of law that carries with it
enormous significance for the future of
affirmative action and reservations under the
Constitution. Can State governments make a
sub-classification within the proportion
prescribed to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes in recruitment to public employment? In
other words, by making a special allowance for
certain groups that are more backward than
others, are regional units encroaching on a
domain that remains within Parliament’s
exclusive preserve?

Studies and data have shown that although
they have been bracketed into two homogenous
categories, as Scheduled Castes (SC) and
Scheduled Tribes (STs), within the groups there
are differing levels of development; and some
castes are more discriminated against than
others. In redressing this position, should State
governments not be afforded the power to
recognise intra-group variances? The judgment in
Davinder Singh will seek to answer this. And, in
doing so, it might well serve to provide much
needed clarity to an area of law that has long
required mending.

A circular in Punjab in 1975

The issues at stake in the case emanate out of a
circular notified by the Government of Punjab in
1975. The circular stipulated that out of the total
seats reserved for SCs in the State, 50% of the
vacancies would be offered to Balmikis and
Mazhabi Sikhs. The other half would be open to
all the remaining groups within the SC category.
In July 2006, the Punjab and Haryana High Court
struck down this notification, following a
judgment of the Supreme Court, in 2004 in E.V.
Chinnaiah vs State of Andhra Pradesh.

In Chinnaiah, a five-judge Bench quashed the
Andhra Pradesh Scheduled Castes
(Rationalisation of Reservations) Act, 2000, on
the ground that it offended Article 341 of the
Constitution. This provision allows the President
of India to notify a list of SCs for each State, and
stipulates that the list can only be modified by
Parliament.

The Andhra Pradesh law sought to carve four
distinct categories out of the President’s list and
granted to each category a separate quota based
on its inter se backwardness. The Court found
that the State government had no power to tinker
with the list because it was clear on a bare
reading of Article 341 that such authority vested
only with Parliament. The judgment also pointed
to B.R. Ambedkar’s speech in defence of the
presidential list, in which he had warned that if
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State governments were allowed to amend the
list, we ran the risk of the exercise partaking
purely political considerations.

Even though its 1975 circular was struck down,
the Government of Punjab remained persistent. It
enacted a new law, i.e., the Punjab Scheduled
Castes and Backward Classes (Reservation in
Services) Act, 2006, which once again provided
first preference to Balmikis and Mazhabi Sikhs.
The High Court declared this law too to be
unconstitutional. But in August 2020, sitting on
appeal over the decision, the Supreme Court
doubted the correctness of its earlier verdict in
Chinnaiah, prompting the creation of a
seven-judge Bench and a fresh hearing on the
issues raised.

In questioning the extant view, the Supreme
Court cited its judgment in Indra Sawhney vs
Union of India, which arose out of the Mandal
Commission’s report. There, a nine-judge Bench
had held that sub-classifications within socially
and educationally backward classes (OBCs) for
services under the government was permissible.
The majority endorsed Justice Chinnappa
Reddy’s judgment in K.C. Vasanth Kumar &
Another vs State Of Karnataka (1985). In it, he had
ruled that while the propriety of making
sub-classifications might depend on the facts of
each case, “we do not see why on principle there
cannot be a classification into backward classes
and more backward classes, if both classes are
not merely a little behind, but far far behind the
most advanced classes. In fact such a
classification would be necessary to help the
more backward classes; otherwise those of the
backward classes who might be a little more
advanced than the more backward classes might
walk away with all the seats, just as, if reservation
was confined to the more backward classes and
no reservation was made to the slightly more
advanced backward classes, the most advanced
classes would walk away with all the seats
available for the general category leaving none for
the backward classes.”

Equality and castes

Beyond this, at the root of the matter is the
Constitution’s collective commitment to equality.
Contained in Articles 14 to 16, which can be read
together as a code, is a promise of substantive
equality. This guarantee recognises that
individuals, throughout India’s history, have been
discriminated against based on their caste.
Therefore, our constitutional vision demands that
we be mindful of group interests in striving to
ensure equal treatment. Under this model,
reservations must be seen not as a measure in
conflict with — and in exception to — the basic
notion of equality, but, instead, as a means to
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furthering and entrenching that goal.

Indeed, since its judgment in State Of Kerala &
Anr vs N.M. Thomas & Ors (1975), the Supreme
Court has, at least in theory, appeared to
acknowledge that governments not only possess
the power to make reservations — and correct
historical wrongs — but also have a positive duty
to ensure substantive equality. Viewed thus, if the
Government of Punjab were to find on the basis
of its studies — and it certainly has in this case —
that its existing measures of reservation have not
adequately reached Balmikis and Mazhabi Sikhs,
then it is constitutionally obligated to ensure that
these measures are corrected.

If Article 341 is seen as constituting a bar
against sub-classification, then that prohibition
would run athwart the Constitution’s equality
code. In any case, even on a plain reading, Article
341 does not impose such a prohibition. It merely
proscribes State governments from including or
excluding castes from the President’s list of SCs.
Where States provide special measures to certain
castes that are within this list, they do not act to
include or exclude other castes from the list.
Those castes will continue to be entitled to the
State’s general provisions of reservation.

On sub-classification

In the case of the Punjab law, it decidedly does
not modify the President’s list. It merely accounts
for inter se backwardness within that list by
providing for a greater degree of preference to
Balmikis and Mazhabi Sikhs. This
sub-classification is also in keeping with the
Constitution’s time-honoured theory that
reasonable classifications are permissible to
ensure that equality is achieved.

Once we see the list of SCs and STs not as
homogenous categories, but as comprising
different castes with differing levels of
development, a sub-classification will have to be
judged on its own merits. That is, the Court will
only have to examine whether Balmikis and
Mazhabi Sikhs are intelligibly differentiable from
other castes within the President’s list, and
whether the grant of preferential treatment to
them — and the extent of such grant — bears a
rational nexus with the law’s larger objective of
ensuring fair treatment.

It is time the Supreme Court takes seriously
what it recognised in N.M. Thomas — that
governments have both a power to make
reservations and a duty to ensure that the
constitutional dream of equality is achieved. To
that end, any authority vested in the States to
provide for special measures to those castes
within SCs and STs who are most discriminated
against must be seen as a way of making real the
idea of equal opportunity.



Non-profit interventions bring clean
water and sanitation access to ragpickers

More than 6000 informal waste

Shilpa Elizabeth
BENGALURU

t's a warm weekday,
l and the afternoon

slump has set in over
Siddhartha Nagar colony, a
notified slum in the Peenya
Industrial Area.

Children have gone off
to school, most men are at
work. Women, majority of
whom are waste pickers,
are taking a break and fin-
ishing off lunch before
starting to segregate the
day’s collection. One of
them is seen doing laundry
near the water storage tank
located at the entrance to
the colony.

“We have enough water
now. There has been no
dearth of water this year,
not atleast until now,” says
Jyoti, who lives in the colo-
ny. It sounds pleasantly
surprising given the severi-
ty of the water crisis that
has grappled several parts
of the city.

Siddhartha Nagar is one
of the nine slums in Benga-
luru that have benefited
from WaterAid India’s in-
terventions as part of Saa-
muhika Shakdi, a collective
tiative by 10 organisa-
tions for waste pickers in
the city. WaterAid India fo-
cuses on the water, sanita-
tion and hygiene (WASH)
aspects, and phase-1 of the
project concluded in Fe-
bruary this year.

According to the NGO,
6,555 informal waste pick-
ers and their family mem-
bers have benefited from
the project so far. The team
is now gearing up for
phase-2 of the project.

Giving agency to the
inalised

Initiated and supported by
H&M foundation, Samoo-
hika Shal a first of its
kind initiative in India
where multiple organisa-
tions have come together
to enable informal waste
pickers, says Hemalatha
Patil, regional manager at
WaterAid India.

Phase 1 of the pro-

gramme started in 2019
and WaterAid India started
by identifying slums where
informal waste pickers re-
sided. This was done with
the help of Hasiru Dala.
‘The criteria for selection of
the slums included the
number of households (mi-
nimum 15-20), scope for in-
frastructure creation in the
locality and operations by
other consortium partners
also in the geography.

“Our goal was to reach
5,000 informal waste
speakers and to provide
them with access to safe
water and sanitation. We
selected 13 slums to reach
the target. These had a mix
of notified and non-noti-
fied slums,” says Patil.

As per data Bengaluru
has around 22,500 infor-
mal waste pickers. Majori-
ty of them are migrants
from other parts of the
state living in non-notified
slums.

To work with non-noti-
fied slums, however, is
challenging as the land is
owned by private parties.
‘This means it would be im-
possible to build perma-
nent structures there.
There could also be ongo-

ing litigations. Owing to
such challenges the team
had to drop four of the 13
slums eventually.

'WASH gap in slums
According to Patil, several
factors  contribute  to
'WASH gap in slums.

“The slum development
board has to provide basic
facilities to slums. In some
places where they have
provided the facilities, the
‘community was not able to
manage it. In some other
slums, the infrastructure

Acommunity toilet complex constructed by Wateraid India.

provided by the slum
board was not sufficient,”
she notes, adding that
there are also slums where
no infrastructure has been
provided at all.

‘The team started by vis-
iting the slums and inte-
racting with the communi-
ties to understand the
issues and mobilise com-
munity participation.

“We facilitated discus-
sions to understand the
challenges they are facing.
Some would have issues re-
lated to accessing water,

for some others access to
toilet would be the pro-
blem. They would tell us
what their requirements
are,” explains Patil.

Following this technical
assessments and feasibility
studies were done and
plans for each slum was
drawn up. While 90% of
the costs were born by the
organisation, 10% was the
contribution of
communities.

As part of the pro-
gramme, joint accounts
were opened, operation

Source: The Hindu, p. 13, March. 15, 2024
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ers of Bengaluru have benefited from the programme which is now gearing up for phase-2 of the project
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As per data Bengaluru has around 22,500 informal waste pickers.

and maintenance (O&M)
committees were formed
with people from the com-
munities as members and
awareness activities were
carried out.

The baseline data and
broad plans were shared
with government depart-
ments such as BBMP,
BWSSB and slum board
and permissions were
obtained.

“Some of the communi-
ties wouldn't believe us in-
itially. Many of them start-
ed trusting only after the
construction of the infras-
tructure started,” says
Shyam Sundar, communi-
ty facilitator at WaterAid
India.

Once completed, the fa-
cilities were handed over
to the communities. Every
household pays monthly
Rs 200 towards the main-
tenance of the facilities.

Durgamma, a resident
of Sumanahalli slum and
member of the O&M com-
mittee, says that the slum
residents are more than
happy to pay the sum.

“Before the construc-
tion of the community toi-
let here, we used to resort
to the public toilet facility

nearby. For each usage we
had to pay Z10. Or else we
had to relieve in the open,”
she recollects.

‘Women beneficiaries
Sumanahalli slum has
around 120 households, all
migrants from Koppal.
While the slum had a com-
munity toilet it was dys-
functional. This was retro-
fitted under the
programme and the big-
gest beneficiaries have
been the women of the
community.

“Earlier we had to wake
up early in the morning
while it was still dark and
go very far to relieve our-
selves. It used to be a big
problem as there would be
miscreants in those areas,”
recollects Durgamma.

Similar was the expe-
rience of women in Sidd-
hartha Nagar colony where
all residents are migrants
from Yadgiri.

“We go for waste pick-
ing at 6.00 in the morning.
Before that we have to
wake up and go to the
drainage or the ‘kere’ to re-
lieve ourselves;” say Jyoti
and Renuka, both resi-
dents of Siddhartha Nagar.

The drainage is a rajaka-
luve bordering the slum.

“We had to go in groups
every time as there would
be troublemakers in these
areas. We also had to en-
sure someone’s there at
home because toddlers
and kids can't be left
alone”

Yet another challenge
was collecting water. The
water supply would only
last for a few hours in the
morning and the responsi-
bility of fetching it fell on
the women. This meant
time lost for work.

As part of the pro-
gramme, a water storage
tank and a community toi-
let unit which consists of
bathrooms and toilets for
men, women, kids, elderly
and disabled have been
constructed here. The wo-
men of the community feel
these infrastructures have
made life easier for them.

Entering phase-2
According to WaterAid In-
dia, during phase 1 of the
programme access to pipe
‘water supply was provided
in four slums, five sanita-
tion complexes were retro-
fitted in four slums and
two new toilet units were
constructed in one slum
and one dry waste collec-
tion centre.

The team is currently in
the process of identifying
slums for phase-2 of the

“We are planning to
work with 15 slums. In the
second phase, we will have
both notified and non-noti-
fied slums,” says Patil.

“In non-notified slums
we may not be able to com-
plete the activity as per the
timeline. Second issue is
sustainability. We cannot
create permanent infras-
tructure in these localities,
but we need to figure out
some technology by which
we could look at portable
facilities so that it will not
lead to disputes with lan-
downers. It may be tem-
porary, but at least it will
ensure access.”
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Bengaluru’s water crisis decoded

Plummeting groundwater levels due to scanty rains have led to a water scarcity. What's the way out?

IEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

n March 1, the residents of
an apartment complex on
Kanakapura Road were in
for a shock when the apart-
ment owners’ association
announced that the complex, which has
over 2,500 flats, had run out of borewell
water and that the water stored in the
overhead tanks would last onlyan hour.

Theissuewasresolved over four tofive
hoursastheassociation membersfound
water suppliers, Later, the apartment
residentsmetwith local political leaders,
seekinga permanentsolution.

“We started receiving white and
brown coloured water suddenly. The
waterwould change colours oncestored.
TheareahasnoCauveryconnectionyet.
How are we supposed to cook and take
bath?" asks Mansoor Ali, an apartment
resident.

The apartment used borewell and
water tankers to manage water, in the
absence of Cauvery water supply. He
says the water quality has been bad for
manymonths,and peoplehave evenlost
hair after using it for baths. Many use
bottled drinking water.
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ANNUAL WATER RUNOFF

Water runoff into lakes
Wastewater into lakes
- Overflows from lakes to rivers

Runoff flowing directly into rivers
flowing directly into rivers

nities often see the same situation these

Total downstream flows from the city.
Py

659 MLD
1,040 MLD
1,334 MLD
209 MLD
472 MLD
2,015MLD

days. Tt inthenext

an acute water shortage due to the poor
monsoons.

According to an estimate, the bore-
wells met nearly 50% of the city’s water

pol

The experts point out the need to
change the approach to water manage-
mentbystrengthening and utilising local

need:

jater

city dry. The plunging of g
levels with more than 3 000 borewells

Local w is the key,
Wemusndenufy ]omlwatmheds mark

dryingup, h rent water
crisis.

The government is trying to solve
the crisis in its own way, from banning
the use of drinking water for gardening
and other purposes to fetching water

their
ance plan. This way, we can usethe| Ioml
water moreeffectivelyby recharging the
aquifers,”says VRamprasad, co-founder
and convenor of Friends of Lakes (FOL).

agencies have also set aside close to Rs
556croretofightthe battleagainstwater

o Cauvery
There are several ways to ensure water
security, from better runoff water man-

shortage. agement to using treated water. But all

However, m i ays
short-term pl: he pi sit- b tbased
uation. Expertssay the city in !

planning and water

blem s notlack of water but

to
ensure we do not run into such a situa-
tionagain.
With Cauvery Stage V set to be com-
missioned soonand preparationsunder-

“Th
lack of water management. There are
many solutions to address the water
shortage issue. In fact, our analysis has
shown that el‘fu-uvc management of

Y

-

Residents of Cox Town demonstrated onTrsdaylodemnd

drinking water. o py

ay Stage VI,
lhc cAry will completely utilise its share
of water from Cauvery. Any increase in
demand after this would have to be met
by local sources and augmentation of
available resources.

Wastewater

&l
generated in the city  wastewater

mndu Cauvery prepared hythe Cemne
for'

ed water and a few other
help us get almost the same quantity
of water that we receive from Cauvery
now,”hesays.
Accordingtoavisiondocument,‘Mat-

Industrial

Metropolitan Reglon (BMR) receives,
harvesting just 10% of rainwater in the
Bangalore Metropolitan Region will
increase the water supply in the region

HOTO/B K JANARDHAN

bynearly100%.

‘The document also outlines how wa-
tershed improvement and local sup-
ply from the BMR's largest lakes could
fetch close to 700 MLD conservatively.
Rainwater lewes[mg in at least 50%
of buildings in the city could help bring

Water treated in Decentralised

wastewater Sewage Treatment Plants Water treated in
1,940MLD  164MLD 264 MLD 250 MLD Sreamant At
Domestic Water treated in sewage | GW recharge from | Untreated industrial 5MLD
wastewater treatment plants sewerage network leaks | wastewater
1512MLD 1,239 MLD 124 MLD 260 MLD e cal

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A, March, 9, 2024
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The government has asked water tanker owners in the city toregister tankers

another 200 MLD.
US& Of treahed WBEI'

sciencebehind them. Also,manylakesare
polluted and marked as Category D or E.
lakes. fmmis_an immediate need tostop

recently announced that measures will
be taken to supply treated water to vari-
ousindustries. Given Bengaluru'slimited
water resources, using treated water is
crucial to ensuring the city does notrun
intoacrisis.

“Systematic use of treated water for
mostpurposesiscrucialin bringingdown
thedemand for fresh water. Now, though

category
in these lakes to at least Category B or
CategoryC,"Ramprasadsays.

Groundwater management
Experts suggest that there is a need to
ensurebettergroundwaterrechargeand
management.

“We need many recharge structures
to promote water percol:mon ‘which

afewapar

fortertiary purposes, th

should Citi-

icapproach and as a result, demand for
fresh water is growing,” says Shubha
Ramachandran, asenior member of the
Biome Environment Trust.

Ashwin Mahesh suggested that dual
piping should be mandatory in all new

says
Shubha Ramachandran.

Lake rejuvenation is crucial in ensur-
ingbetter waterseepage torecharge the
groundwater tables.

“Minorchangestobuilding codetoen-
able open spaces to be more permeable

used for tertiary purposes.
Shreya Nath, Managing Partner of
the Urban Water at Well

towater
recharge,” suggests Shreya Nath.
_ Poor Rainwater Harvesting (RWH)

Labs opined that treated water could
help meet nearly 40% of the city’s water
needs.

i D

Efficient RWH systems also promote
groundwater recharge when the unuti-
Ilwd\\a(cnsdjrmtdmamchargcpn_

are working

that they were open to using
ter, but they noted a lack of information
andaccesstoit.

Need to revive the lake circuit

Yet another saviour for the city is the
circuit of lakes it is blessed with. How-
ever, the lack of management of lakes
and stormwater drains has left the city
squandering water.

“Bengaluru was once known as the
city of 1,000 lakes. These lakes helped
manage the city’s water needs to a great
extent. These lakes need to be redevel-
oped to ensure water security,” says
ShreyaNath.

Ramprasad points out that the lakes
could help store water if redeveloped
correctly.

g

in the city. Ensuring they are dug up at
the right place and maintaining them
well will yield significant results in the
long term.

That aside, experts suggest proper
planning for how much water the city
will need in future and how the govern-
mentwill meet these demands.

“Bengaluru’s population is growing
rapidly, and we need to plan now to en-
sure we have water to meet the needs
of the increasing population,” Shubha
Ramachandran not

Meanwhile, citizens have questions
and suggestions. “How can the govern-
mentexpand Bengaluruwithoutmaking
arrangements for water? What do we
do if the monsoon fmlsth-s yeanoo’ Let

inMan-

They should be rejuvenated carefully by

galuru to provide water to Bengaluru,




300ml of every 1l of Cauvery
water is lost to pilferage

Like In London,
BWSSB Aims To
Cut It To 20%

Chethan Kumar &
Pearl Dsouza | TnN

Bengaluru: Efforts by
Bangalore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (BWSSB) to
curb pilferage notwithstan-
ding, on average, of every lit-
re of water drawn from the
faraway Cauvery river to
Bengaluru, 300ml is lost to
unaccounted water flow.

That’s a whopping 435
MLD (million litres per day)
for a city where water is an
increasingly stressed reso-
urce, thanks to the over-de-
pendence on one source
(Cauvery)and the absence of
conjunctive water manage-
ment. Bengaluru gets 1,450
MLD of Cauvery water daily.

With 30% of the water go-
ing unaccounted, the board
is trying to take measures,
including asset replace-
ment, use of new technology
and identifying unmetered
usage, to further reduce pil-
ferage. Comparatively, in
2019, Bengalurulost 37.5% of
water — 12% to commercial
pilferage (theft) and the rest
to physical pilferage, which
the agency blames on centu-
ry-old pipelines and other
old infrastructure.

While BWSSB didn’t im-
mediately reveal the cost of
pumping1,450 MLD of water,
the board’s vision document
reads: “...With rising costs,
managing water services is
becoming very expensive.

PIC(UFE for representation

THE RIVER FLOWS TO B’LURU

Project
Stage |

| Desngn capacnty (MLD) | Year | Cost (Rs)

Stage Il

-135

Stage Ill

70 ¢

Stage IV, Phase | SN 270

Stage IV, Phase || NS00

o |1974| 29.2cr
1982 | 55.5cr
1993 | 240cr
2002 | 1,070cr
2012 | 3,384cr

Source: BWSSB |

Bengaluru gets 1,450 MLD of Cauvery water every day. |
Of this, a whopping 435 MLD is lost to pilferage

The monthly power costs for
pumping 1,400 MLD of water
toBengalurualoneisaround
Rs450 million (Rs 45 crore).”
That’s at least Rs 540 cro-
re annually. This could be
slightly more now as BWSSB
is pumping 50 MLD more
compared to the time the vi-
sion document was made.

BWSSB engineer-in-chi-
ef Suresh B told TOI, “We've
been consistently working to-
wards reducing pilferage and
have taken London, where it
isat16%,asthemodel. Alotof
work has been done over the
years; for instance, whenIjoi-
ned the board around 1999,
pilferage wasat49%.”

Hesaid the water utility’s
target is to bring pilferage
down to 25% immediately
and 20% or less eventually.

“There’s a lot of invest-
ment required for this and
work is on in different parts
of the city to change feeders,
main distribution and house
connection infrastructure.
We’ve taken up work in Shi-

vajinagar, we’vedoneitinIn-
diranagar, Domlur and other
areas. We'll do it in Vidyara-
nyapuram,” Suresh said.
Among other things, he
said the board is using gas-
kets (like in pressure coo-
kers) in pipeline joints to pre-
vent leaks and the type of pi-
pes used are also changing
from cast-iron ones whichare
prone toleaks toductile iron.

Per capita need & supply
According to the Bureau of
Indian Standards (BIS) code
1172, which is still under use,
each person — for domestic
usage — must get at least 135
litres of water a day. And the
1,450 MLD brought to Benga-
lurudaily issupplied tonear-
ly10.91akh connections, cate-
ringtoover1.2crore people.

That means each person
could get 112 litres if all 1,450
MLD reached citizens —
which in itself is lower than
the BIS-prescribed norms.
The rest has to be met by bo-
rewells, including water
supplied through tankers.
And pilferage of 30% means
per capitasupply of Cauvery
water comes down by anot-
her 33.6litres.

Source: The Times of India, p.4, March. 9, 2024
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More than 2,50,000 groundwater
recharge wells have been built in clty

KUSHAGRA BHARDWAJ
BENGALURU, DHNS

hanks to visionary conser-
I vationists, Bengaluru boasts
around 250,000 recharge
wells across the city, a concept pi-
oneered by S Vishwanath, a Ban-
galore-based engineer, planner,
and founder of The Rainwater
Club NGO. Over the last decade,
Vishwanath has spearheaded the
construction of these wells, advo-
cating for rainwater conservation
as a sustainable solution to water
scarcity.

Through the ‘Million Wells for
Bengaluru’ campaign, which aims
to balance groundwater extraction
with recharge, Vishwanath pro-
motes the construction of recharge
wells. “A typical recharge well,” he
explains, “channels excess rainwa-
ter from households or apartments
back into the ground,” enhancing
thecity’swaterresilience, especially
during non-monsoon seasons.

Thisinitiative has gained traction
among residents, like Raghuram
C G from Vidyaranyapura, who,
since installing a recharge well in
December 2018, has experienced
no water scarcity. Raghuram’s reli-
ance on well water has significantly
reduced his household’s dependen-
cy on municipal water, evidenced by
their minimal Cauvery water bill for
a family of eight.

“In December 2018, we got the
well constructed. Since then, I
have not faced any water scarcity.
I am confident that the water from
the well will take me through the
summer. Although I also have got a
Cauvery water connection, we pre-
dominantly depend on the well,” he
told DH.

Additionally, the initiative has re-
vitalised the well-digging commu-
nity of Mannu Vaddar, providing
them with sustainable livelihoods
by engaging them in the revival of
old wells and the construction of
new ones. With over 750 families
involved, contractors like Ramakr-
ishnappa K R report a growing de-
mand for recharge wells, with their
team constructing over 500 wells
last yearalone.

“Last year, we built more than
500 wells, anincrease from the 300
we built before that,” he told DH.

Vishwanath advocates for each

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, March, 10, 2024
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Arecharge well being cleaned in
Ulsoor. PHOTOS: S VISHWANATH

household to have a recharge well
and calls for broader systemic
changes, including discouraging
the deepening of borewells, estab-
lishing a dedicated groundwater
management cell, and expanding
wastewater treatment facilities, to
further combat the water scarcity
crisis.



‘If State govt. is willing, Railways can
execute city’s suburban rail project’

Railway Minister says this is a technology-intensive project and the Railways is best placed with the expertise to execute it faster

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

ailway  Minister
RAshwini Vaishnaw
has said that the

Railways can execute and
complete the Bengaluru
Suburban Rail Project
(BSRP) faster than the
State government and
they were ready to start
discussions on the same if
the latter was willing.
“This is a technology-in-
tensive project and Indian
Railways is best placed
with the expertise to exe-
cute the project faster. I
am saying this beyond pol-
itics. If the State govern-
ment is willing, we can
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This is the first time the Union government has openly expressed its willingness in taking over the
Bengaluru Suburban Rail Project. FILE PHOTO
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Railway Board had
approved the initial
works of the Circular
Railway Network for
Bengaluru and had
prepared estimates for
the same.

ASHWINI VAISHNAW
Union Railway Minister

ready to take over the pro-
ject for its speedy imple-
mentation. Presently,
BSRP is being executed by
Special Purpose Vehicle
(SPV), the Rail Infrastruc-
ture Development Compa-
ny (Karnataka) Ltd. bet-

dra Modi, in June 2022,
while laying the founda-
tion stone for the project,
had said that the project
had failed to take off for 40
years and he would ensure
its completion in 40
months. However, recent-
ly the State government
set a new deadline of end-
0f-2027 for the completion
of the project.

‘Approval given’
Mr. Vaishnaw also said that
the Railway Board has ap-
proved the initial works of
the Circular Railway Net-
work for Bengaluru and
has prepared estimates for
the same.

The 287-km network

start talks on these lines,”
he said. He was in the city
on Saturday to participate
in multiple events.

This is the first time the
Union government has
openly expressed its wil-

ween
lingness in taking over the
project. Recently, Benga-
luru South BJP MP Tejasvi

Surya had said he had spo-
ken to the Union Railway
Minister and they were

Railways.

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 10, 2024

government and Indian

Prime Minister Naren-

will connect Doddaballa-
pur, Devanahalli, Malur,
Heelalige and Solur towns
around the city.

State

BWSSB set to crack the whip on
unauthorised borewells in city

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Amidst the worsening wa-
ter crisis in the city, the
Bangalore Water Supply
and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB) has announced
action against people who
drill unauthorised
borewells.

The BWSSB on Sunday
issued an order stating that
moving forward, in accor-
dance with Section 11 of the
Karnataka Ground Water
(Regulation and Control of
Development and Manage-
ment) Act, 2011, com-
plaints will be filed against
individuals who drill bore-
wells without proper auth-
orisation. It also said that
legal action would be pur-
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Public borewells will be accorded priority, while private borewells
will be considered after a site inspection by officials, BWSSB said.
FILE PHOTO

sued against such indivi-
duals in accordance with
the specified rules and
regulations.

The directive comes in-
to effect on March 15, when
people can submit applica-
tions on the BWSSB web-

site for permission to drill
borewells, said Ram Pra-
sath Manohar V., Chair-
man of BWSSB. He further
said that public borewells
will be accorded priority.
Private borewells will be
considered after a site in-

Source: The Hindu, p. 1, March. 11, 2024
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spection by concerned offi-
cials, contingent upon an
expert report.

Bengaluru has been
reeling from water shor-
tage since last month, even
before summer fully set in,
following a drought-hit
year after the failure of the
monsoon. The State go-
vernment has been making
a slew of announcements
to tackle the situation, with
the action against unauth-
orised borewells being the
latest. Earlier, it had called
the prices of water tankers
as complaints of unavaila-
bility and increasing rates
started pouring in from
several parts of the city.

RELATED REPORT
» PAGE 2



BWSSB to tap into city’s
groundwater resources

It plans to fill drying lakes with 1,300 MLD of treated water and install filter borewells on these

lakebeds; Jakkur and Nayandahalli lakes, among others, chosen for this project

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

midst the ongoing
A water crisis in Ben-
galuru, the Banga-

lore Water Supply and
Sewage Board (BWSSB) has
decided to tap into the ci-
ty’s groundwater re-
sources by filling the dry-
ing lakes with 1,300 MLD
of treated water. This initia-
tive has been taken up in
association with Indian In-
stitute of Science (IISc).

“We have 1,300 MLD of
treated water available
with us. If we use it to fill
tanks, which have dried
up, then it will get rejuve-
nated in 10-15 days and the
groundwater level will in-
crease in the nearby areas.
We will also install filter bo-
rewells on these lakebeds,”
said Ram Prasath Mano-
har, Chairman, BWSSB.

He added that water
from these borewells will
be treated and tested by
1ISc scientists and then will
be supplied for non-con-
sumption purposes.

He said that this will add
around 20-30 MLD of wa-
ter into the system. In a si-
milar initiative, the Irriga-
tion  Department is
supplying water in Devana-
halli by treating the water
in Kote lake.

In Bengaluru, BWSSB
has chosen Jakkur lake, At-
tur lake, Nayandahalli lake,
Chikkabanavara lake, Var-
thur lake and Agaram lake
for this project.

The BWSSB has also
started supplying treated
water for non-domestic
purposes to those who are
in need. “Those who need
it can book it on our appli-
cation,” Mr. Manohar said.

Cauvery water

Speaking at a press confe-
rence on Saturday, Mr. Ma-
nohar said that there was
plenty of drinking water
available in Bengaluru.

Water from the borewells will be treated and teste:

g
T,

non-consumption purposes. BHAGYA PRAKASH K.

Deadline extended

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

While 1,530 water tanker
owners have registered
themselves on the BBMP
portal until now, the dea-
dline for registration for
the rest has been extended
up to March 15, BWSSB
Chairman Ram Prasath

Manohar said. He added
that legal action will be ta-
ken against those who fail
to register even after that.
He said that with the 1,530
registered tankers, 10 MLD
water can be supplied at
once. He also said that 419
people have voluntarily gi-
ven their tankers to BWSSB
on a rental basis.

BJP to protest tomorrow

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Leader of the Opposition
in the Legislative Assembly
R. Ashok said the Bharatiya
Janata Party will protest in
the city on Monday, against
“mismanagement of the
water crisis in Bengaluru”.
“The government has
failed to rein in water tank-
er mafia and even in inter-
national media there are

reports everyday that Ben-
galuru has gone dry. This
will severely hit the city’s
global image,” he said.

Responding to the BJP’s
protest, Deputy Chief Mi-
nister and Bengaluru Deve-
lopment Minister D.K. Shi-
vakumar on Saturday said
he was open to suggestions
from the Opposition grant-
ed they are constructive in
nature, in light of the water
crisis in Bengaluru.

“Bengaluru needs 2,100
MLD of water for drinking,
out of which 1,450 MLD
comes from Cauvery.
There is sufficient water in

the reservoirs which will
last us till July. We need 8
TMC, but there is 34 TMC
water in reservoirs. There
is no need for

d by lISc scientists and then supplied for

SO

Bengalureans to worry,” he
said.

He acknowledged that
the remaining 650 MLD
comes from borewell wa-
ter and there is a 250 MLD
deficit there due to exploi-
tation of groundwater and
lack of rain. “Where bore-
wells are depleted, people
are depending on Cauvery
water and this is causing a
stress on the system,” he
told The Hindu.

He also said that the 110
villages which do not have
regular Cauvery supply
have been allotted 79 wa-
ter tankers of 6,000 litre
capacity. He also said that
582 syntax tanks of 1,000-
3,000 litre capacity have
been installed in slums,
low lying areas and other
vulnerable localities which
are being filled twice
everyday.

“We are also augment-
ing our capacity with va-
rious means. Cauvery
phase 5 of 775 MLD capaci-
ty will also be completed
by May 15, and this will
help us supply water to the
110 villages,” Mr. Manohar
said.

He added that Cauvery
phase 6 will be commis-
sioned in two years.

Source: The Hindu, p. 3, March. 10, 2024

57



A possible solution for Bengaluru’s water crisis

Rainwater harvesting could make a dent on the freshwater needs of the city, but it pales in comparison to wastewater

I DATA POINT

Rashmi Kulranjan
& Shashank Palur

s Bengaluru grows further
A outwards and faster than it

can cope, water supply is
one of the first casualties. Attempt-
ing to piece together the puzzle -
where Bengaluru’s water comes
from, where it is stored, who con-
sumes it, where the wastewater
goes - is an essential first step to re-
duce the city’s vulnerability to
floods and drought. We zoom into
four different aspects to do this.

The city’s population increased
from 8.7 million in 2011 to about
12.6 million in 2021 (projected).
Most of the growth has been in the
periphery (Maps 1 and 2).

We estimate that the total de-
mand for freshwater is approxi-
mately 2,632 million litres per day
(MLD), which is higher than what
is officially supplied through the
Cauvery and through groundwater
sources. Water from Cauvery that
is used for the city’s needs has in-
creased from 940 MLD to 1,460
MLD in the same period which, af-
ter subtracting losses, only serves
half the demand. In addition, Ben-
galuru consumes an estimated
1,392 MLD of groundwater. This is
worrying because groundwater re-
charge rates remain significantly
lower than extraction rates.

Bengaluru recorded an above-
average rainfall in 2022 while 2023
ended in a deficit. As the rainfall le-
vels dropped, so did the ground-
water level, and the periphery was
impacted the most (Map 3).

As the water table drops, these
areas now face borewell failures.
Moreover, as shown in Map 4, ma-
ny areas in the periphery don’t yet
have access to piped supply.

Bengaluru was not always de-
pendent on pipelines or borewells.
Most of its water bodies were origi-
nally ‘tanks’, rainwater harvesting
structures constructed mainly to
serve irrigation and livestock. The
undulating terrain of the city al-

lowed for man-made cascading
lake systems, which played a criti-
cal role in water supply. When
piped water supply was intro-
duced, lakes began to lose impor-
tance. Today, with rapid urbanisa-
tion, lakes have either been
directly encroached upon or are
drying out as the connections bet-
ween them are lost. This has not
only resulted in a more parched ci-
ty but also aggravated the risk of
flooding. The lakes and storm wa-
ter drains have also become a
dumping ground for sewage from
the buildings around them and in
their catchment, affecting the pos-
sibility of them being used to cap-
ture rainwater or storm water.

The maximum volume available
to be held in lakes is about 41,600
million litres, but through a model
we developed, we estimate that
about 1,000 million litres of sew-
age is released into lakes every day
making it unsuitable for use as a
source of water. In Map 5 (for Bru-
hat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike
alone), we differentiate between
perennial and seasonal lakes. Most
of the water bodies in the city were
once seasonal, meaning they cap-
tured and stored rainfall. The ones
that are left are now largely peren-
nial as a result of sewage entering
them and keeping them full
throughout the year.

Rainwater harvesting could
make a dent on the freshwater
needs of the city but it pales in
comparison to wastewater. Cur-
rently, only one third of the city’s
wastewater is redirected for exter-
nal reuse, which means it is taken
to Kolar, Chikkaballapur, and De-
vanahalli where it is used to re-
plenish both groundwater and sur-
face water sources. The remaining
water flows into lakes and runs off
land to join rivers downstream.
This means the huge quantum of
wastewater generated in the city is
an untapped resource. Once treat-
ed to the required quality, waste-
water can significantly mitigate
freshwater consumption and can
be crucial in making the city water
resilient during low rainfall years.

Bengaluru bursting at the seams

The data for

the maps were
sourced from the
Directorate of
Economics and
Statistics,

Karnataka;
India-WRIS; Sentinel;
the Karnataka State
Disaster Management
Authority; the
Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB);

and the Karnataka
State Pollution
Control Board
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Map 3: Variations in groundwater levels between 2022-2023

= Groundwater levels dropped
mostly in the periphery areas.
These are regions that don’t
have access to piped supply
from the Cauvery yet. As the
water table has dropped, they
now have dry borewells

= Bengaluru was once a city
0f 1,000 lakes. Its undulating
terrain allowed for man-
made cascading lake systems
to be built. These played a
critical role in managing the
availability and surplus of
water

THE WRITERS ARE
HYDROLOGISTS AT WELL LABS

Source: The Hindu, p. 9, March. 11, 2024
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Water woes: How is the Garden City
maintaining its parks and gardens?

JahnaviT. R.
BENGALURU

At a time when access to
water has become Benga-
luru’s biggest issue, how
are the authorities looking
after the parks and gardens
of the Garden City, keeping
these spaces green.

The two premium lung
spaces in the city — Lal-
bagh and Cubbon Park —
are maintained by the Hor-
ticulture Department. The
two green spaces get 15
lakh litres of treated water
every day for the mainte-
nance of trees and plants.
The borewells within the
gardens provide water for
the potted plants.

“The water levels have
gone down in the bore-
wells. There are some dry
patches here and there in
Lalbagh and Cubbon Park.
Although we are not great-
ly affected, maintenance
during the summer season
is difficult,” said M. Jaga-
deesh, Joint Director
(Parks and gardens), Horti-
culture Department.

Stressing that there is no
alternative for rainwater,
he said, “Irrespective of
how many times we water
the plants, because of the

The water levels have gone down in the borewells. There are some

dry patches here and there in Lalbagh and Cubbon Park. FILE PHOTO

heat, the wetness in the
soil immediately dries up.
This has caused some with-
ering. This concern can
only be addressed by
rains.”

BBMP maintains a total
of 1,270 parks which are
spread across eight zones.
Every locality has at least
one BBMP park. Most of
these parks have their own
borewells. Due to recent
weather conditions, some
of these borewells have run
dry. “So far, we have not
had big problems when it
comes to park mainte-
nance. In the parks where
the borewells are dry, we
are planning to get tankers
and use Sewage Treatment
Plant (STP) water or biolog-
ically treated wastewater.
Out of all the parks we
maintain, there are water

problems in around 100 -
200 of them as of now,”
said Chandrashekar, Depu-
ty Director (Horticulture),
BBMP.

For the maintenance of
one park, BBMP would re-
quire about two water tank-
ers for three days.

While parks and gardens
have their own borewells,
golf courses in the city of-
ten rely on external sourc-
es, mostly treated water for
maintenance. These cours-
es sprawled across acres
need lakhs of litres of water
everyday. The two major
golf clubs - Bangalore Golf
Club and Karnataka Golf
Association - are grappling
with water shortage. Ban-
galore Golf Club needs
around seven lakh litres of
water every day whereas it
is getting only two and a

Source: The Hindu, p. 2, March. 11, 2024
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half to three lakh litres as of
now.

“Water is a major re-
quirement for golf courses
to maintain the fairways
and greens.We mostly use
treated water, but some-
times buy tankers too. Ho-
wever now, because of the
demand and increased
prices we are not able to
procure tankers. For now,
we are not able to do much
for our fairways, but we are
taking care of greens. Every
summer, we face water
shortage but this time, it is
acute,” said D.N. Vasanth
Kumar, captain, Bangalore
Golf Club.

The fate of IPL

The city is also scheduled
to host three IPL matches
later this month and in ear-
ly April — on March 25, 29
and April 2. But, for the up-
keep of the turf, water from
the STP unit within the pre-
mises of the M. Chinnaswa-
my Stadium is used. But,
there is precedent for the
shifting of matches, for in
2016, the Bombay High
Court had ordered close to
a dozen games — including
the final — be moved out of
Maharashtra owing to sev-
ere drought.



Water famine in Bengaluru?

The city must act now to
prevent a potential
drought catastrophe and
mass migration

A RAVINDRA

orewells, borewells everywhere.
Notadrop to drink.

With apologies to the English
poet,Samuel Coleridge, whowrotethe
famouslines:

Water, water everywhere,

Noradrop todrink.

Bengaluru may not be facing such
a dreadful situation right now, but it is
experiencing a water crisis, evident in
drying borewells and shortages in the
supply of BWSSB water. Deputy Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar has said that
the borewell in his house, in an elitist
locality, has also dried up. A few years
ago, astudy forecast that certaincities,
including Bengaluruand Cape Townin
South Africa, would run out of water.
Indeed, Cape Town was on the verge
of such a crisis but overcame the dan-
ger through certain drastic measures.
According to a 2018 Niti Aayog report,
40% of the population would have no
access to drinking water by 2030.

The problems relating to water sup-
ply as well as remedial measures have
been articulated from time to time.
What is missing, despite there being
a State Policy for Water, is a coherent
long-term policy for Bengaluru, ana-
lysing the issues and spelling out strat-
egies to ensure adequate water supply
throughout the year. Let me put forth
sevensutras that call for urgentaction.
m Water Conservation: Karnataka is a
water-stressed state and needs to con-
serve the available water resources. In
reality, a lot of water is wasted in daily
use, especially in washing and bathing.
Even drinking water is wasted, more so
water supplied in bottles in star hotels
and events, where people consume a
little and the rest goes down the drain.
According to some experts, the rain-
water received in Bengaluru (an annu-
al average of 800 mm) should suffice
to serve the water needs of the city if
properly conserved through rainwater
harvesting and recharging. Although
water harvesting is mandatory, im-
plementation is poor. The agricultural
sector, where farmers with pump sets
enjoy free water, also contributes to
significant water wastage.

m Regulating groundwater extrac-

Source: Deccan Herald,

tion: Overexploitation of groundwater
is a major reason for water shortages.
Strangely, the government encour-
ages the digging of more borewells
during the summer, as it is happening
now. Niti Aayog has warned that 21
cities, including Begaluru, Chennai,
Delhi, and Hyderabad, will run out of
groundwater. Though there is a law
regulating the use of groundwater, it is
hardly enforced. The government has
warned ‘tanker mafias’ not to exploit
the situation and prescribed rates for
the supply of water. How effective the
enforcement will be is anybody’s guess.
There are, however, examples of water
rejuvenation inand around Devanahal-
li that can be adopted in other areas.

m Reuse of waste water: About 60% of
the water is wasted, with only half be-
ing recycled. Bengaluru has a number
of sewage or waste water treatment
plants, and treated water is supplied for
non-potable purposes such aswashing,
gardening (as in Cubbon Park and Lal-
bagh), etc. BWSSB, however, isnotable
to market it adequately due to low de-
mand from industries. It may be time
to consider the use of recycled water
for drinking purposes, as is done in
Singapore, where recycled and bottled
water is sold as Newater. This would re-
quire tertiary treatment up to a level
when it becomes fit for drinking and
adopting the right technology. When
I proposed this some years ago after
a visit to Singapore and tasting Newa-
ter, the reaction was one of shock: “Ah,
drinking sewage water!” With its own
traditional concepts of purity, India
may not be psychologically attuned to
accept the idea.

m Water for agriculture: While people
in Bengaluru are primarily concerned
aboutdrinking water and other subsid-

p.6, March, 11, 2024
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iary uses, in the state as a whole, 80%
of fresh water is used for agriculture.
The problem is aggravated by the fact
that excessive water is used for the
cultivation of paddy and sugarcane in
irrigated areas, which has an adverse
impact on the availability and supply of
water for other purposes. The solution
liesin switching over from water-inten-
sive crops to light-irrigated crops like
pulses, millets, and horticultural crops.
Efforts to persuade farmers to change
their cropping patterns have been fu-
tile. However, there is no alternative to
crop diversification, in the interests of
efficient use of water as well as achiev-
ing agricultural prosperity.

m Water cost-price-value gap: BWS-
SB, which procures water from the
Cauvery River about 90 km away from
the city, supplies water far below its
production cost. There is a disconnect
between cost, price, and the intrinsic
value of water, leading to a tendency
to waste. Water being a political hot
potato, revision of rates is rare. Water
boards across the country run at huge
losses. But with increasing costs and
population, there is a need for a re-
thinking on the subject, although sub-
sidies cannot be totally avoided.

m Set up a Water Regulatory Author-
ity: Unlike in the power sector, where
electricity regulatory commissions
have been set up in all states in addi-
tion to the one at the Centre, there is
noregulatory mechanism for the use of
water. Owing to political compulsions,
state governments will not be able to ef-
fectdrastic reforms in the water sector.
It is therefore imperative that a water
regulatory authority be set up in the
state to ensure certain standards for
optimum use of water and the fixing
of water rates.

m Urban Planning: Finally, water must
be viewed from a holistic perspective
and treated as part of urban planning.
Unending construction in Bengaluru
adds to water consumption. Unless
thereisa policytorestrict construction,
particularly illegal construction, the
damage to the city will be irreparable,
affecting the quality oflife of citizens. If
we don’t wake up to the alarming situ-
ation now and act, the day may not be
far off when our capital city will have to
face not just a water crisis but a water
famine.

The Silicon Valley of India may well
turn into a waterless valley, leading to
mass migration.

(Thewriterisaformer chiefsecretary,
Government of Karnataka)



BBMP identifies 4 places

Experts call
Palike'snewplana
‘retrograde’ move

.

NAVEEN MENEZES
BENGALURU, DHNS

engaluru’s civic body
Bhas identified four

large land parcels on
the outskirts to process the
nearly 6,000 metric tonnes of
municipal waste that the city
generates daily.

While the ambitious pro-
posal hopes to do away with
landfill sites where a large
volume of waste is currently
dumped, the plan may get a
fair share of criticism for not
promoting ward-level or in-
site processing or composting
of waste.

The four places are locat-
ed in Doddaballapura taluk
(where Terra Firma was once
located), Mandur in the east
(Mahadevapura assembly
constituency), Bidadi in the
west and Gollahalli on Ban-
nerghatta Road.

It’s noteworthy that two
of these places were used as
garbage dump yards but shut
down in 2014 (Mandur) and
2016 (Doddaballapura) during
Siddaramaiah’s first tenureas
chief minister, following pro-
tests from villagers.

Theremaining two arenew
garbage spots.

g

hePali e'planstos d

to process city’s waste
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H

500 tonnes of waste t the

designated locations. DHPHOTO/S K DINESH

While the 100-acre land in
Gollahalli belongs to the Pub-
lic Works Department and
is currently in the custody of
Nandi Infrastructure Corridor
Enterprises (NICE), the Bida-
dilandis owned by the Karna-
taka Power Corporation Ltd
(KPCL), where itis setting up
anew waste-to-energy (WtE)
plant.

Inalllikelihood, the Bruhat
BengaluruMahanagaraPalike
(BBMP) maysend about1,500
tonnes of waste to each of the
fourlocations once the new fa-
cilities suchasthe biomethan-
ation plant, processing infra-
structure and waste-to-energy
plant come up.

Harish Kumar, Special
Commissioner of the BBMP’s

solid waste management di-
vision, said that the proposal
had been shared with the gov-
ernment for approval.

“In each of these places, we
will set up different facilities
to process the waste. Only the
inert materials will be sent to
the landfill but that will not
be more than 15% of the total
waste generated in the city.
This can handle the city’s gar-
bage for thenext 30 years,”he
told DH.

‘Contrary to HC order’
Experts, however, say the
BBMP’s new plan is a “retro-
grade” move and runs con-
traryto the High Courtorders.
AjeshKumar Shankar, who
was the lead counsel before

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, March, 11, 2024
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the High Court of Karnataka
for enforcement of the solid
waste management rules,
said multiple court orders
had ruled in favour ofadecen-
tralised approach to process-
ing waste.

“The BBMP must provide
captive units for processing
waste at the ward level. The
focus should be on promot-
ing in-site composting of wet
waste,” he said.

A senior BBMP official said
the idea was “very theoret-
ical” but no resident would
agree to open a waste-pro-
cessing plant next to their
house. He recalled how the
BBMP struggled to optimally
use waste-processing plantsit
built almost a decade ago.



BBMP formulating policy to

use CSR funds for la

Z35¢r Currently
Spent On
Maintenance

Santoshkumar.B
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The BBMP is
formulating a new policy to
enable private entities and
individuals to contribute
funds, facilities and assets
forthe maintenance and con-
servation of Bengaluru la-
kes. Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike Communi-
ty Involvement For Lake
Conservation Policy 2023 is
being drafted and BBMP
plans to notify it soon, invi-
ting objections and sugges-
tions from the public before
issuingafinal notification.

Once introduced, the new
policy is expected to not only
enable the civic body to ac-
cess funds for the mainte-
nance of lakes but also help
cutitsoutgo.

“At present, our expendi-
ture on lake maintenance

Photo for repr

to contribute funds and facilities for the conservation of lakes

stands at around Rs 35 crore
annually to cover the 205 la-
kes under our jurisdiction,
of which 114 have already be-
en developed. We can reduce
this once we start getting
CSR (corporate social re-
sponsibility) and other
funds through the new sche-
me,” a senior official said.
This move comes after a five-
year gap since BBMP stop-
ped entering into memoran-
dums of understanding (Mo-
Us) with private parties and
NGOs for lake maintenance
in 2019, following a high co-

urt order questioning the le-
gality of such agreements.

According to BBMP offi-
cials, previously, in multiple
instances, the responsibility
of lake maintenance was gi-
ven to NGOs and local resi-
dentgroupsbetween2011and
2019. However, after the co-
urt’s directive, BBMP had to
discontinue.

The new policy, formula-
ted with help from the
BBMP’s legal cell, aims to
address the growing interest
from private firms, and orga-
nisations, to contribute to-

Source: The Times of India, p.6, March. 11, 2024
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wards the conservation of
the city’s lakes. Under the
proposed policy, entities can
contribute funds through
their CSR initiatives, with a
written statement. Interes-
ted parties canprovidefacili-
ties or assets, such as ben-
ches, public restrooms, wa-
ter treatment plants and
parks adjacent tolakes.
Asourcesaid: “For thesa-
ke of transparency, every
penny spent by private enti-
ties will need to be brought to
BBMP’s notice. The Palike,
in turn, will give them rece-
ipts for all the expenditure...
and the same will be addres-
sed under the MoU to provi-
de service.” There will be a
second type of MoU which
will allow private entities,
individuals and organisa-
tions to provide facilities or
assets. “Those who are inter-
ested can contribute to the
installation of benches,
construction and mainte-
nance of public restrooms,
water treatment plants,
parks and open places adja-
cent to lakes through such
MoUs,” the source added.

ke work



0% BWSSB, BBMP borewells
either dry or glve little water

About 7k Of 14k
Such Sources
Now Ineffective

Santoshkumar.B
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Oneoutof every
two borewells belonging to
Bangalore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (BWSSB)
and Bruhat BengaluruMaha-
nagara Palike (BBMP) in the
city has dried up or is yiel-
ding very little water. Accor-
dingto official data, there are
14,781 borewells in the city
(BBMP limits) and 3,297 of
them have dried up while
3,700 see poor yield.

BWSSB has 11,816 bore-
wells in the city, and 2,035 —
or 17% — of them have dried
up, while 3,700 —or 31% —are
yielding very little water. On-
ly 6,081 of its borewellsareac-
tive. BWSSB was drawing 400
million litres of water from
its borewells daily to cater to
the needs of the areas that
don’t get Cauvery water, but
with half of them either dri-
ed up or seeing poor yield, the
utility is struggling to meet
thecity’s water needs.

BWSSB officials claim
there is no water problem in
the core areas of BBMP, as
they get water from Cauvery
river. However, CMC and
TMC areas that were added to
the BBMP limits are affected
by the drying of borewells
and other reasons. People
who would draw water from
theirborewellshavealsostar-
ted depending completely on
Cauvery water as their bore-
wells have dried up or will so-
on. This has also led to ashor-
tage in water supply.

Meanwhile, BBMP has
2,965 borewells to supply wa-
ter to the110 villages that we-
re added to its limits in 2008.
Of them, 1,262 borewells ha-
ve dried up, leaving 1,703 ac-
tive ones. Pushed into hiring
private water tankers to
supply drinking water in the
city, the two agencies are ta-
king steps to identify bore-
wells that need repair or ha-
ve tobe dugfurther.

BBMP’s request to BWSSB
OnMonday, BBMP chief com-
missioner Tushar Giri Nath
wrote to BWSSB chairman V
Ram Prasath Manohar to
start worksrelated todrilling
borewells and providing pi-
pelines within Palike limits,
except the110 villages.

Nath stated in the letter
that the govt has given appro-
val for the action plan to drill

K Sunil Prasad

11,816
2,965
14,781

2,035/3,700
1,262/Not available | 1,703

3,297/3,700 7,784
Source: BWSSB & BBMP

6,081

Source: The Times of India, p.2, March. 12, 2024
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BWSSB officials say
there is no water
problem in the core
areas of BBMP, as
they get water from
Cauvery river.
However, CMC and
TMC areas added
to BBMP are hit by
drying borewells
and other reasons

new borewells, redrill or ma-
intain the existing ones, and
provide pipeline works.
Grants from the Amruth Na-
garothana scheme, BBMP,
and 15th Finance Commis-
sion can be used to carry out
the works. BBMP has taken
steps to release Rs 37.5 crore
to BWSSB to carry out the
work “on priority basis”.




‘State has not seen such a
drought in 30-40 years’

Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar said there was no question of releasing Cauvery water

to Tamil Nadu now; of the 13,900 borewells in Bengaluru, 6,900 have dried up

WATER WOES

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

ccusing some of
politicising the wa-
ter crisis in Benga-

luru to criticise the govern-
ment, Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
on Monday said that Kar-
nataka was facing the
worst drought conditions
in the last 30 to 40 years.

“There is no shortage of
water in areas serviced by
Cauvery water. Those
areas dependent on bore-
wells have been facing cri-
sis as borewells have dried
up. The government has ta-
ken adequate steps to miti-
gate the problem,” he told
presspersons here on Mon-
day.

Of the 13,900 borewells
in Bengaluru, 6,900 bore-
wells have dried up creat-
ing water shortage, he
said, adding that water is
being supplied through
tankers in affected areas.

Claiming that the Con-
gress government has
stopped the water mafia,

— U il

-
- =
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Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar has accused some of
politicising the water crisis in Bengaluru.

he said that it has been en-
sured that water is being
supplied to people at rea-
sonable rates while in
slums water is being given
free of cost.

“Separate rates have
been fixed for water supply
to apartments and indus-
tries. Already about 1,500
private water tankers have
registered with the govern-
ment and time has been ex-
tended for others to regis-
ter. The police, BBMP and

RTO officials have been
asked to put a government
board on registered tank-
ers. These measures have
helped in preventing tank-
er owners from fleecing
people,” said Mr. Shivaku-
mar, who is also the Water
Resources Minister.

Mr. Shivakumar added,
“The government has de-
cided to redrill dry bore-
wells and sink more bore-
wells besides seeking an
agreement with farmers of

Source: The Hindu, p. 3, March. 12, 2024
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Anekal and other villages
south of Bengaluru to sup-
ply water. The Cauvery
Stage V meant to supply
water to 110 villages will be
completed by May.”

He also said that the so-
lution to the water crisis is
contruction of Mekedatu
balancing reservoir.

Meanwhile, on claims
by the BJP that the State go-
vernment had released wa-
ter to Tamil Nadu despite
severe water crisis in Kar-
nataka, Mr. Shivakumar
said the allegations were
far from the truth.

“We have not released
water to Tamil Nadu and
we will not release (too).
We have responsibility
with respect to water man-
agement. We have protect-
ed the interest of farmers
in Cauvery basin and will
continue to do so.” When
Tamil Nadu is not asking
for water, why should Kar-
nataka leave (water), he
asked.

The water from KRS has
been released to secure
drinking water needs of
Bengaluru as water level in
Shiva reservoir had reced-
ed.



80km STRR to reduce 30%
transient trafﬁc in B’luru

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: The first phase
of Satellite Town Ring Road
(STRR), unveiled by Prime
Minster Narendra Modi on
Monday, is a game-changer
of sorts for Bengaluru: To
start with, construction of
80km of STRR was comple-
ted at a breakneck speed of
around three years. Second,
it is expected to reduce 30%
of Bengaluru’'s transient
trafficasitservesasabypass
around the city.

The newly inaugurated
STRR stretch, which links Tu-
makuru highway with that of
Bengaluru-Kolar, will ensure
atleast20,000trucksandother
commercial vehicles avoid
cutting through the tech capi-
tal. Vehicles coming Tumaku-
ru side can now head to Daba-
spet and move through Dod-
daballapur, Devanahalli and
reach Hoskote using the ring
road. Thousands of trucks
that earlier used to enter city
roads to reach the cargo ter-
minals of Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport via Ballari
Road and those heading to-
wards Hyderabad will also

FOR SEAMLESS CONNECTIVITY STRR connects Bengaluru Rural,
Bengaluru Urban, Ramanagara and Krishnagiri of Tamil Nadu by
linking eight national and eight state highways. NHAI has fixed a
deadline of 2026 for completing the entire network

use theringroad.

NHAIprojectdirector KB
Jayakumar said: “This road
also saves a lot of time for
motorists. It connects KIA,
the industrial belt in Daba-
spet, Sompura, Doddaballa-
pur. In future, the road will
have access to the proposed
multi-modal logistics park
near Dabaspet. Already, mo-
torists have started usingthe
entire 80-km stretch.” In a
way, it has declogged Hebbal
junction by 20% following di-
version of trucks headingto-
wards Kolar.

The official said a toll fee
will be collected for the 42-

Source: The Times of India, p.6 March. 12, 2024
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km stretch from Dabaspet to
Doddaballapur after a notifi-
cation is issued. He added
that NHAI has also opened a
4-km Hoskote bypass stretch
for traffic.

To build the Doddaballa-
pur-Hoskote stretch, NHAI
has spent Rs 1,417 crore and
Rs 1,438 crore for Dabaspet-
Doddaballapur stretch.

Bengaluru South MP Te-
jasvi Surya said once the en-
tire STRR network is ready,
traffic congestion in Benga-
Iuru will reduce by 30%.
“The ring road will help
transient traffic move witho-
ut hitting city roads.”



10-fold rise in concrete structures
shrank water surface by 80%: lISc

City’s Built-up
Area Rose From
8% In 1973 To
93.3% In 2023

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: A sharp 1055%
rise in built-up areas (con-
crete structures and paved
surfaces) in Bengaluru over
the last few decades has been
well acknowledged. But what
has gone unnoticed is the
79% fall in the water spread
area, affecting the availability
of the precious commod-
ity and 88% loss of vegetation
impacting the sequestration
of respiratory carbon in the
last 50 years.

The revelations come amid
a severe shortage of water
gripping the city, necessitat-
ing even its rationing.

The startling loss of green
cover and the water spread
area is part of the record-
ings documented by Indian
Institute of Science (IISc)
scientists who have mapped
the transformation and evo-
lution of Bengaluru over the
last 50 years.

Presenting their analysis
in a recently released model,
the scientists have unveiled a
public information system—
BuiS (Bangalore Information
System) and BLIS (Bangalore
Lakes Information System)
by making use of free and
open-source software to help
researchers and policymakers

DISASTER BUILDS UP: Unplanned urbanization has impacted B
water table and contributed to its ongoing shortage

engaluru’s

I suitt-up

Remote-sensing data for Bengaluru reveals only 1.5 million
trees support the city's population of 9.5 million, indicating
one tree for every seven persons in the city

Prof TV Ramachandra | cenTRE FOR ECOLOGICAL SCIENCES, 1ISC

(2010)

I Water

I Vegetation Others

@ 387%

(2023)

take note of the unplanned
urbanization which is taking
atoll on its citizens.
According to Prof TV Ra-
machandra of IISc’s Centre
for Ecological Sciences, the
water spread area has plum-
meted from 2,324 hectares in
1973 to just 696 hectares in
2023 and it is said to be the root
cause of the depleting ground-
water table across Bengaluru.
“The extent of water sur-
face in Bengaluru during
1973 was 2,324 hectares. Over
the last 50 years, due to reck-
less concretization, the water
surface has shrunk consider-
ably. Of the remaining water

bodies, 98% of lakes are en-
croached upon and 90% of
them are fed with untreated
sewage or industrial effluents.
Naturally, this has impacted
the recharge of the ground-
water table as well. The reduc-
tion in water surface area has
also affected the groundwater
recharge across Bengaluru,”
he pointed out.

Incidentally, the IT city’s
built-up area way back in 1973
was just 8% and it stood at
93.3% in 2023.

Ramachanrda attributed
the higher quantity of air pol-
lutants and rising tempera-
ture levels to a significant loss

of the green cover.

“Remote sensing data for
Bengaluru reveals only 1.5
million trees support Ben-
galuru’s population of 9.5
million, indicating one tree
for every seven persons in
the city However, this is in-
sufficient even to sequester
respiratory carbon which is
540-900g per person per day,”
he pointed out.

The BUIS, according to re-
searchers, helps all in visual-
izing the urban dynamics of
Bengaluru, ward-wise num-
ber of trees and their spatial
distribution and lakes or wa-
terbodies. It also helps in visu-

Source: The Times of India, p.2, March. 14, 2024
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alizing ecologically sensitive
regions in Bengaluru.
“Unplanned urbanisation,
especially over a short period
of time, poses serious prob-
lems such as pollution, ineg-
uitable distribution of natural
resources, traffic congestion,
spread of slums, unemploy-
ment, increased reliance on
fossil fuels and uncontrolled
outgrowth or sprawl in the pe-
riphery,” Ramachandra said.
Researchers Bharath
H Aithal, Vinay S, Tulika
Mondal and Abhishek Baghel
have also contributed exten-
sively to setting up the system
by collecting historical data.



Cabinet approves Phase 3 of Namma Metro

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Providing a further boost
to urban mobility in Benga-
luru, which is plagued by
traffic issues, the State go-
vernment on Thursday ap-
proved Phase 3 of Namma
Metro.

Under this plan, 44.65
km of the new line will be
added to the network by
2028 at a cost of 15,611
crore.

The proposed new line
connects Hebbal with J.P.
Nagar via Goruguntepalya,
Magadi Road, Mysuru Road
and Kanakapura Road
along the Outer Ring Road
for a distance of 32.15 km.
Another line connecting
Hosahalli and Kadabugere
via Magadi Road for a dis-

I

I 1
While metro Phase 2A and Phase 2B are expected to be complete
in two years, work on Phase 3 will start soon. K. MURALI KUMAR

tance of 12.5 km has been
approved.

“The Cabinet approved
adding two more corridors
to the Namma Metro net-
work to reduce traffic pro-
blems. While metro Phase
2A and Phase 2B are ex-

i

pected to be completed in
two years, work on Phase 3
will start soon. Once Phase
3 is completed, the line
along the Outer Ring Road
will be completed. Already,
the J.P. Nagar to Silk Board
junction is under progress

Source: The Hindu, p. 1, March. 15, 2024

under Phase 2,” Revenue
Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda said.

Expecting the overall ri-
dership to increase once
Phase 3 becomes opera-
tional as connectivity in-
creases, Mr. Gowda said,
“About 80% to 85% of the
cost of Phase 3 will be
funded by the State Go-
vernment, and we hope
that the Centre meets the
remaining cost. The feasi-
bility survey has been com-
pleted, and the Centre has
given its approval for Phase
37

Tree park on NGEF land
The Cabinet also approved
a tree park on about 65
acres of NGEF land at a
cost of T 11 crore. “Of the to-
tal 110 acres, 65 acres will

be earmarked for tree
park, which will have a
playground, walking and
cycling track. This will pro-
vide a lung space to East
Bengaluru, which current-
ly does not have any big
parks.” He said the govern-
ment decided to provide
NGEF land, whose market
price per acre is estimated
to be around 25 crore, for
public use.

Bhuvaneshwari statue

The Cabinet decided to in-
stall a statue of goddess
Bhuvaneshwari, represent-
ing the land, language and
culture of Karnataka, at a
cost of ¥23 crore. The
height and whether the
statue should be in stone
or metal has not been de-
cided yet, Mr. Gowda said.

Future-proofing cities: Expert bats for efficient use of water

Groundwater extraction
high, country dependent
onrainfall
o

R KRISHNAKUMAR
BENGALURU, DHNS

ustainability of groundwa-

ter sources needsto beat

the centre of Bengaluru’s
developmentblueprint as the city
grapples with the inevitability of
unchecked growth and failed mon-
soons set off by climate change,
water resource expert Dipankar
Sahasaid.

The former member-secretary
of the Central Ground Water
Authority underscored water
use efficiency as critical to the

inabl of urban

networks and surface water
sources short. The pressure is
immense on groundwater sources
and management of these sources
isinady " Saha told DH.

sprawls. Saha s currently a board
member of the India division of
Water For People, a US-headquar-
tered non-profit that works on
clean water solutions.

Bengaluru’s ongoing water cri-
sisis nota lot unlike the one faced

Calling source sustainability “a
major challenge”, he said climate
change was aggravating the crisis
as the rainfall patterns become
increasingly unpredictable. “Since
the groundwater extraction is too
high, cities are becoming more

by surface waty cities
like Mumbai or g1 d -d

and onrainfall.
Thisis! ing across urban

pendent cities like Patna.
“Theissue in Bengaluru is that
the high rate of urbanisation -
bothvertically and through the
annexing of peri-urban areas
~leaves traditional water supply

India but the trend has spiked in
Bengaluru,” he said.

Saha hasled the National
Aquifer Mapping and Manage-
ment Programme as National
Coordinator.

DIPANKAR SAHA

Board Member, Water for People India
‘ The issue in Bengaluru is that the high rate of
urbanisation - both vertically and through the
annexing of peri-urban areas - leaves traditional water
i supply networks and surface water sources short. The
pressure is immense on groundwater sources and man-
agement of these sources is inadequate.

Improving water use efficiency
is one of the strategies adopted
in the Atal Bhujal Yojana (Atal
Jal), the union government’s
community-led groundwater
management project. Atal Jal
which covers water-stressed areas
in Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, March, 15, 2024
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supports volumetric metering
and real-time data systems and
increasing awareness of ground-
water governance,

“Supply-side interventions
like rainwater harvestingand
artificial recharging can have a
limited impact in areas with acute
overexploitation (of groundwa-
ter). There is a new emphasis

on demand-side interventions,
specifically on enhancing water
use efficiency. A lot of work is be-
ing done in this connection in the
irrigation sector which consumes
about 90% of the groundwater but
water use efficiency in the urban
areas s less discussed,” Saha said.
Pitching a decentralised,
community-led approach to
groundwater management, Saha
said civic agencies also needed
towork with domain experts to
devise science-backed strategies
that factor in contingencies like
climate change. While treated
greywater has immense potential
to meet non-potable demands, its
mainstreaming will need to involve
stringent quality checks, he said.



City’s water tariff may go up

by 15% after general elections

BWSSB has submitted many N8

proposals seeking a hike

BENGALURU, DHNS

ater bills could go up
after the Lok Sabha
elections as the state

government is considering
revising the water tariff after
10years.

Hinting that the govern-
ment is convinced about the
need torevise the water tariff,
Deputy Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar on Thursday said
adecision would be madeafter
the elections.

“We know that the water
tariff has not been revised in
the last 10 years and the Ban-

galore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (BWSSB)
has been struggling to meet
the rising expenses. We want
to strengthen the organisa-
tion and we will come up with
asolution after the elections,”
he said.

He suggested that the gov-
ernment could look at a dy-
namic tariff revision model.

“For instance, in the KS-
RTC, when the fuel prices go
up, the bus fares also go up.
Similarly for BWSSB, we are
looking at a system that will
provide a long-term solution
for the tariff revision prob-

¢

water from BBMP kiosk on
Thursday. bH PHOTO/ S K DINESH

lem,”he added.

Speaking to DH, senior
BWSSB officials said that the
board had so far submitted
multiple proposals seeking
a tariff hike and considering
the financial situation of the

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, March, 15, 2024
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board, they expect at least a
15%increase in tariff.

“Noneof our proposalswas
answered. They were neither
rejected nor accepted,” a se-
nior official explained.

Yetanother official said that
the operational costshad gone
updrastically over the last de-
cade and a tariff revision was
the need of the hour.

“When the tariff was last
revised in 2014, our expendi-
tureon electricitywasapprox-
imately Rs 30 crore a month.
Inthelastdecade, Bescomtar-
iff has been revised multiple
timesand wenow spend Rs70-
75 croreamonth on electricity
alone,” the official said.

The official also pointed
out that the expenses on sal-
aries and maintenance also
increased over the years and
the board’s expenses were
now higher than the income
through consumer tariff.



BMRCL to study feasibility of 2-tier flyovers

Could Run For 57km
On 3 Metro Lines

Suchith Kidiyoor@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Bangalore Metro Rail Corpo-
ration Ltd (BMRCL) will conduct a feasibil-
ity study on its proposal to construct dou-
ble-deck flyovers (road-cum-Metro flyovers)
on three of its proposed corridors.

The road-cum-Metro flyovers — one of
the plans fervently advocated by deputy chief
minister DK Shivakumar to decongest traffic
in the city — have been proposed under
Phases 3 and 3A of Namma Metro.

Under Phase 3, BMRCL is building an
Orange Line from JP Nagar IV Phase to
Kempapura (32km), via Peenya, Nayan-
dahalli, and Sarakki Junction. On Maga-
di Road, one more Orange Line is pro-
posed from Hosahalli to Kadabagere
(12.5km). The feasibility of building double-
deck flyovers for 41km on these corridors
will be studied.

METRO PHASES 3, 3A

Under Phase 3A, a Red Line is proposed
from Sarjapur to Hebbal (37km). The no-
tification states that on this line, the fea-
sibility of building a double-deck flyover
will be studied for two stretches — Sar-
japur to Iblur (14km) and Agara to Kora-
mangala (2.5km). Most of the remaining
corridor will go underground or will run
parallel to another Metro line.

A BMRCL official said, “Under Phase 2
of Namma Metro, BMRCL has built a 3.4-
km road-cum-Metro flyover from Ragigud-
da to Silk Board junction at Rs 450 crore.”

Sources said the govt would have to bear
the ‘differential cost’ in the construction
of road-cum-Metro flyovers.

For Phase 3 of Namma Metro, BBMP
and BMRCL had agreed on the construction
of double-deck flyovers for 1.4km from
Kanakapura Road junction and Sarakki
Junction and for another 1.6km between
Kamakya and Hosakerehalli junction.

Phase 3 and Phase 3A

of Namma Metro
Orange Line s
© JP Nagar 4th Phase to Kempapura
(ORR) — 32km
© Hosahalli to Kadabagere
(Magadi Road) — 12.5km
Red Line s
® Sarjapur to Hebbal — 37km

imanahalli Circle

Papareddy Palya:

Vinayaka Layout

Nagarbhavi Circle

Ragigudda

Silk Institute

Station-naming rights for Delta Electronics IV

MRCL and Tai | fe ing
'company Delta Electronics India Pvt Ltd inked an

MoU on Thursday on the naming rights of
Bommasandra Metro station on the Yellow Line.
Delta Electronics has agreed to pay Rs 65 crore
towards building the station in return for naming
rights for a period of 30 years.

As per the MoU, the station will be called ‘Delta

Kempegowda
International Airport

Whitefield
(Kadugodi)

As part of Yellow Line
(Phase 2)

BMRCL has
constructed road- Sienicosel
cum-Metro flyover ;450 cr
from Ragigudda to g >
Central Silk Board QAR
for a length of 3.4km

Sarjapur

Electronics Bommasandra Metro station’. This is the
third MoU signed by BMRCL under ive Finance

CABINET NOD FOR
ORANGE LINE

he state cabinet on

Thursday gave its approval
for building the Orange Line of
Namma Metro under Phase 3.
The project is estimated to
cost Rs 15,600 crore.

Briefing media, minister
Krishna Byregowda said
BMRCL has set 2028 as the
deadline for the project. “Up to
85% of the cost will be borne by
the state govt, the rest by the
Centre,” he added.

The project is pending
before the central govt for final
approval, which is expected to
come before the announcement
of the Lok Sabha election dates.

The cabinet also approved
developing a tree park on 65
acres of NGEF land near KR
Pura at a cost of Rs 11 crore.
The park will have a cycle
track, walking paths and a
big playground.

The cabinet also decided to
give one more opportunity to
allottees of sites in
Kempegowda Layout, who
defaulted on payments, to clear
their dues and get the allotted
plots registered in their name.
Given the high price of plots (up
to Rs 24 lakh for 1,200sqft),
around 30% of the allottees are
said to have not made payment.

Furthermore, the cabinet

Mechanism’ on Yellow Line. Earlier, Infosys Foundation
and Biocon Foundation had received the naming rights
for Agrahara and Hebbagodi stations,
respectively. The Yellow Line linking RV Road with
Bommasandra is expected to be opened for
commercial operations by the end of the year.

Source: The Times of India, p.2, March. 15, 2024
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pproved a statue of
Bhuvaneshwari Naada Devate
(state deity) on the premises
of Vidhana Soudha at a cost of
Rs 23 crore, to commemorate
the 50th year of naming the
state Karnataka.
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