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AGRICULTURE

Drought relief: Farmers told to
update land details by Nov-end

FRUITS data key to
avoid misuse of relief
aid, says minister

oy

BENGALURU, DHNS

he state government has & ”;Z AR
asked the farmers to up-

date their land details by
the end of this month as those
who have under-reported the
size of their plots could lose out
ondrought compensation.
Revenue minister Krishna
Byre Gowda on Friday said
this while addressing a news
conference in Bengaluru after
ameeting with deputy commis-
sioners and tahsildars. “The
drought compensation will
be directly transferred to the
beneficiaries’ account based
on the documents available
on FRUITS (Farmer Registra-
tion and Unified Beneficiary
Information System). Several
farmers have under-reported
the size of their plot while cre-
atingthe FRUITS ID manually.
Now, we have given15 daystime
to make corrections,” said the
minister.

The drought compensatlon WI|| be dlrectly transferred

to the beneficiaries’ account.

Revenue courts told

to clear pendency
Revenue Minister Krish-  pending casesatthe AC
naByre GowdaonFriday courtswill bedelegated to
instructed the officialsfor  the equivalent officers for
the speedy disposal quicker disposal. There
of pending casesat AC areover 43,929 cases
courtand DC courts. pending at AC courts
“All the cases pending across the state.
for thelast 8-9 years Meanwhile, to avoid
should be cleared within delay in disposal of files,
90 days and we have the minister hasinstruct-

given clear instructions to
officials regarding this,”
he said.

Minister even men-
tioned that1,000-plus

The minister added that a the office of deputy commis-

camgaign will be launched at sioneri tahsildari Agriculture
Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Nov.11, 2023

ed to maintain e-Filing.
The e-Filing should be
implemented by Decem-
ber end at all the tahsildar
offices.

95% of farmers have created
FRUITS ID, only 62% plot size
is available on our database.
Oncethesystemisreadywecan
make paymentsin the next 2-3
days,” explained the minister.

Meanwhile, the minister said
that utilising FRUITS data to
pay compensation is mainly
to avoid fund misappropria-
tion. “Misappropriations were
reported while distributing
drought or any other natural
calamities compensation in
the previous year. There were
cases where officials trans-
ferred the amount to their rel-
atives’account as the data was
recorded manually. Following
all these we have decided to
utilise FRUITS data,” minister
mentioned.

The minister, however, said
that the state is waiting for the
decision fromthe Centre to dis-
burse drought compensation.

Expressing disappointment
over the Union Agriculture
minister notresponding to the
requests seeking appointment,
the minister said that he had
written10 letterssince Septem-
berrequesting for appointment
to brief about the drought situ-
ation in Karnataka. “We have
even said that, ready to meet

and Horticulture departments anywhere in India, but not get-

for th_is purpose. “Though tinganzresgonsei”hesaid.




Brace for another milk
price hike early next year

KMF urges minister to increase
prices of milk, milk powder

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

he Nandini Milk price

I in the state could go up

early next year, which

will be the second hike since

July. Animal Husbandry Min-

ister K Venkatesh on Friday
did notrule outa hike.

InJuly, milk price was hiked
by Rs 3 per litre.

Addressing a news confer-
ence after meeting with offi-
cials and representatives of
Karnataka Milk Federation
(KMF), the minister said that
the government may consid-
er the proposal submitted by
KMEF to increase the price in
January.

“Compared to Nandini

milk price in other states and
productsfromotherstates, the
milk priceislessin Karnataka.
The milk price in our state is
Rs 42 per litre (toned milk),
and in neighboring states it
is between Rs 48 and Rs 51,”
hesaid.

Minister stated that even
KMF had discussed thisin the
meetingand demandedaprice
hike citing the loss. “There is
pressure on the government
from both farmers and milk
federations to hike the milk
price. Though thereisno pro-
posal before the government
right now, we will look into it
inJanuary,”stated Venkatesh.

Minister even said that,
though there was a demand

Karnataka Milk Federation

hasurged he government

toincrease the price of the milk powder supplied under
Ksheera Bhagya scheme. bH FILE PHOTO

to increase the price by Rs 5
per litre, the government had
considered to hike it by Rs 3.
Venkatesh displayed a price
listof milkatvariousstatesand
also the comparison of price
hikes by Amul and Nandini in
the past. As explained by the
minister, the price of Amul
milk has been revised and in-
creased by Rs 12 in the last 10
months and Nandini by Rs 3.

Meanwhile, in the meeting,
the KMF authorities have
submitted a memorandum
to the minister requesting to
increase the price of the milk
powder which is supplied un-
der Ksheera Bhagya scheme.

Currently the government
is paying Rs 348.32+ GST per
kilo of milk powder and the
Federation demanded to re-
vise it to Rs 400+GST. KMF

K VENKATESH
Minister, Animal Husbandry

‘ Compared to Nand-

ini milk price in
other states and products
from other states, the milk
price is less in Karnataka.
The milk price in our state
is Rs 42 per litre (toned
milk), and in neighboring
states it is between Rs 48
andRs51.

also requested the govern-
ment to consider price revi-
sionatleastonceinsixmonths
by 5%. The minister said that
the government has decided
to buy maize from the milk
producers union to help the
farmers by adding Rs 160 per
quintal. “The procurement
centre will be operative from
November 13 and we will be
paying Rs 2,250 per quintal to
farmers. Ouraimistobuy one
lakh metric tonnes of maize
from farmers in a year,” ex-
lained the minister.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Nov.11, 2023




KMF to
procure maize
at X2,250 per
quintal

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Animal Husbandry Minis-
ter K. Venkatesh on Friday
said that the government
will procure maize directly
from farmers through the
Karnataka Milk Federation
(KMF) at a cost of 32,250
per quintal.

The process of procure-
ment would commence
from November 13.

Register on FRUITS

For procurement of maize,
farmers can go to the near-
est milk union and register
their names on the FRUITS
portal of the Agriculture
Department. About one
lakh tonnes of maize
would be procured by pro-
viding additional incentive
of ¥16 per quintal (total
32,250), he said.

On milk price hike

The Minister said there
was no proposal before the
government to hike milk
prices. However, com-
pared to other States, milk
prices are low in Karnata-
ka, he claimed.

Source: The Hindu, p.10, Nov. 11, 2023
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Flower prices in local markets remain
high despite wholesale rates crashing

‘There has been a glut of flowers ever since Gowri-Ganesha festival and this has led to a steep crash in the wholesale prices

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

n the eve of Deepa-
vali festivities,
even as the prices

of flowers crashed in the
wholesale markets of the
city, they continued to re-
main moderately high in
the local markets in resi-
dential pockets of the city.

G.M. Divakar, president
of the K.R. Market Flower

Merchants’  Association,
said there has been a glut
of flowers in the market ev-
er since the Gowri-Ga-
nesha festival and this has
led to a steep crash in the
prices.

“Chrysanthemum is be-
ing sold at as low as %20-
%30 a kg, while there is
some demand for mari-
golds, used mostly by com-
mercial  establishments
during Deepavali. Marigold
is being sold at around %70
a kg. Two days ago, the

Festival staples: Flowers and fruits being sold at Gandhi Bazaar in Bengaluru on the eve of Deepavali.

BHAGYA PRAKASH K.

price of chrysanthemum
had come down to as low
as %10 a kg. The traders are
devastated,” he said.
However, a visit to any
local market in the city
does not reflect the same.
Many retail vendors have
hiked prices, even com-
pared to a week ago, mak-
ing a windfall in the pro-
cess. A vendor in the HAL
Market, Das, said it was on-

ly during festivals that they
make some money, as

there is demand
and people do buy
whatever the
price. Narayanas-
wamy, a flower
seller at the mar-
ket, said: “We see
some profit during
festivals. I usually
make around
210,000 a month

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Nov. 12, 2023
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but right now I will make
close to ¥50,000”.

Chrysanthe-
mum, available in
K.R. Market for
320-330 a kg, was
being sold at
anywhere between
%80 and 3200 in re-
tail markets on Sa-
turday  evening.
Marigolds, which
costs around %70 a

kg in K. R. Market, was be-
ing sold at 200 in retail
markets.

However, the prices of
fruits, another staple dur-
ing the festival season,
have seen a marginal in-
crease over the past week
even at wholesale markets.
Yelakki bananas, which
were being sold at 390 a
kg, now cost around 120-
30 and the price of
oranges has gone up from
380 to over %100 a kg now.
The price of custard apples
has also shot up to 140 a
kg.

“During festivals, it’s a
must to buy flowers and
fruits so I do not mind pay-
ing more, although, usual-
ly I try to buy most of the
items a week before since
they are significantly
cheaper. Most of the shop-
ping I do now is for last-mi-
nute needs,” said Revathy
M., a shopper and resident
of Jeevan Bima Nagar.

Siddaramaiah inaugurates Yaragol dam

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Saturday inaugu-
rated the Yaragol dam,
built to ensure supply of
water to Kolar, Bangarpet,
and Malur taluks of Kolar
district.

The dam has been built
near Yaragol village in Ban-
garpet taluk as part of a
project worth 308.46
crore.

The new dam has been
constructed to provide wa-

ter from Markandeya re-
servoir to Kolar, Bangarpet
and Malur towns as well as
45 villages of the three
taluks.

Mr. Siddaramaiah also
launched and inaugurated
various other development
projects, worth 2,197
crore in Kolar district.

Ministers H.C. Mahade-
vappa, K.H. Muniyappa,
Member of Parliament Mu-
niswamy, and MLAs K..
Nanje Gowda and S.N. Na-
rayanaswamy were pre-
sent on the occasion.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Nov. 12, 2023

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah at the Yaragol dam in Bangarpet taluk
of Kolar district on Saturday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



Wewill complete Yettinahole and supply water: CM

BANGARPET
(KOLAR DISTRICT), DHNS

The Congress government in
the state will complete Yetti-
nahole irrigation project and
supply water to Bengaluru
Rural, Tumakuru, Chikka-
ballapur and Kolar districts,
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
has said.
Speakingafterinaugurating
Yaragoldamin Yaragolvillage
of Bangarpet taluk on Satur-
day, the chiefminister said that
water could havebeensupplied
from the project by this time if
the works were carried out in

supplies water to Kolar, Ban-
garpet, Malur and 45 villages
intheregion.

“It is being alleged that all
the money is being diverted
to guarantees and no devel-
opment work is being taken
by the government. Today, we
havelaunched worksworthRs
2,263 crore. The outlay for
Yettinahaole projecthasbeen
increased toRs 23,000 crore,”
Siddaramaiah said.

The chief minister said
that 965 acres of land have
beentakenback from Bemlin
Kolar Gold Fields and a new
industrial township will come

Chlef Minister Slddaramalah atthe Yaragol reservoirin

thelast ﬁvezears. Yaragol dam onthesaidland. Bangarpet taluk of Kolar district on Saturday.
Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Nov. 12, 2023

Atale ofthnvmg indrought: The jowar diversity block

had seen these jowar varieties long
Anandateertha I'\gu ,during my childhood, and now

Pyaticovers

Iam seeing them here again,” says
Hanumantappa, an elderly farmer

Out of 58 varieties, 44 germinated and
grew. The characteristics of each variety
were unique. Some varieties stood up to
12 feet and others were only four feet in
height. The panicles were also appealing
tothe eye.

effortsin  from Marakumbivillagen Belagavi
district. “We mustat least conserve these
" o BelagaVi indigenous varieties in our fields,” he adds.
d|str|cttogrow Hanumantappa is only one of the many
. Pyt who take delight in looking at the panicles
native varieties of desi varieties of jowar growing in the
of khaﬁ”owar fields of Praveen Hebballi, a young farmer
' from Betasuru village of Savadatti taluk
whicharemore i Belagavidistrict. He has grown 44
varieties of jowar during the kharif season
resilientto in one-and-a-half acres of land. The crop
climate change is now ready to harvest.

For Praveen, conservation of indige-
nous varieties involves a lot more than
just growing crops. His efforts were in-
strumental in ensuring that black foxtail
millet, once a rare variety, is now available
easily to farmers.

He was inspired by the many seed
savers in Karnataka. He visited the fields
of Shankar Langati and Syed Ghani Khan
who have been conserving hundreds of
desi paddy varieties. After learning about
the techniques of conservation, Praveen
started to grow indigenous crops.

Four years ago, he grew 15 varieties
of foxtail millets in his field. He selected
good-quality seeds and distributed them
tointerested farmers. For this effort, he
was recognised as the ‘Pioneer Millet
Farmer’ by the Indian Institute of Millet

Research (IIMR), Hyderabad.

Focus on jowar
Like other millets, jowar or sorghum is
central to the local cuisine. In fact, jowar
is considered the staple food of North
Karnataka. Locals, especially those from
the farming community, consume jowar
invarious forms. This crop grows well
withless water, and even in barren land.
The cultivation of native varieties
of jowar and other grains is a strategy
employed by farmers, to adapt to climate

Praveen Hebhalll who has grown 44 varieties of jowar

change. ‘Sahaja Samrudha’, an organic
farmers association, began working with
the Revitalising Rainfed Agriculture
(RRA) Network, to start a project aimed
at cultivating jowar using the rainfed
method. When this activity of searching
for and conserving rainfed kharif jowar
was initiated in Karnataka, Sahaja Sam-

indigenous varieties of seeds to support
the initiative. Farmers from various states
also sent seeds.

Due to insufficient rains this kharif
season, there was a concern that the
crops would dry up. “But surprisingly, the
plants grew well and sprouted panicles
nnmrdlngly This proves the resilience of

rudha selected Praveen to impl the
efforts.

The University of Agricultural Scienc-
es, Dharwad, and the Indian Institute
of Millet Research, Hyderabad, offered

varieties m the context of the
climate change crisis,” says Bhagyalaxmi,
convenor of RRA Network, who is re-
searching traditional varieties systemati-
callyin this area.

Versatility of varieties

G Krishna Prasad, director of Sahaja
Samrudha explains the uses of different
varieties: ‘Sakkari mukri'is used to pre-
pare sweet dishes and ‘aralu jola'is perfect
for popcorn. ‘Nandyal jowar’is well-suited
to make dry roti and ‘Jharkhand jowar'is
best for high yields.

Praveen has taken measures to protect
the genetic purity of each variety. “Out
of 44 varieties, some are long duration
crops which have now started yielding,
after four months of sowing. Some of the
jowar varieties started yielding within
two-and-a-half months. Since jowar is
predominantly self-pollinated, it should
be handled carefully. So, I covered the
panicles with paper bags to maintain
genetic purity,” Praveen says, explaining
his methods of seed conservation.

Recently, a Participatory Varietal
Selection workshop was organised at
Praveen’s field, where experienced
farmers were invited to discuss various
issues relating to kharif jowar cultivation.
Atthe end of the workshop, many farmers
showed interest in growing jowar and
requested seeds.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.12, Nov. 16, 2023
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Decentralisation

BBMP elections unlikely
until after Lok Sabha polls

Senior Congress Minister says that while delimitation exercise has been completed, the

government is still pondering on drafting reservation for the other backward classes

Shreyas H.S.
BENGALURU

ivic polls to the Bru-
C hat Bengaluru Ma-

hanagara  Palike
(BBMP), which has been
functioning without an
elected body for over three
years now, may not hap-
pen before the Lok Sabha
elections. Congress leaders
had promised of holding
polls for the civic body in
December.

A senior Congress Minis-
ter from Bengaluru said
that while delimitation ex-
ercise was completed, the
government is still ponder-
ing on drafting reservation
for the other backward
classes (OBCs).

“Elections in December
now looks unrealistic as
the government is unsure
how to formulate OBC re-
servation matrix. The elec-
tion for the BBMP may
happen after the comple-
tion of Lok Sabha polls,”
the Minister said.

For the Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes
and Women, the govern-
ment has population data
but for the OCB it is un-
available. Preparing reser-
vation matrix based on
randomisation may not be
accepted by the communi-
ty leaders, the Minister
claimed. However, OBC re-
servation matrix has al-
ways been done based on

L fetre
September 2020. FILE PHOTO

random selection for de-
cades now.

Former Congress coun-
cillors slamming the go-
vernment’s stand said the
MLAs from Bengaluru in
the party do not want an
elected body in the BBMP
as they do not want coun-
cillors at the helm of affairs
in the city. “This is no diffe-
rent to the attitude of BJP
MLAs when they were in
power. The BJP started em-
ploying delay tactics and
the Congress is continuing
the same. The term of the
previous elected body end-
ed in September 2020,”
said a former councillor
from Congress.

The previous BJP go-
vernment carried out de-
limitation exercise increas-
ing the number of wards
from 198 to 243. The Con-
gress government after

Source: The Hindu, p.3, Nov. 17, 2023

The term of the previous elected body of the BBMP ended in

coming to power withdrew
previous delimitation noti-
fication and issued fresh
notification decreasing to-
tal number of wards to 225.
The government has is-
sued the final notification
of the delimitation.

The reservation matrix
done by the previous BJP
government was chal-
lenged in the High Court
and the court set aside the
matrix in September 2022
citing that Supreme Court
(SC) guidelines were not
followed. The Bhaktavatsa-
la committee that was
tasked with examining the
political underrepresenta-
tion of backward commun-
ities, has now submitted its
report and the incumbent
Congress government has
recently accepted three re-
commendations out of five
made by the committee.

While former council-
lors, cutting across party
lines, have been pressing
hard for early civic polls,
MLAs are not ready, sourc-
es said. “Congress leaders
are arguing with former
councillors pressing for
polls that result of BBMP
polls will have an impact
on Lok Sabha polls. They
argue that it is better to
hold civic polls after parlia-
mentary polls,” a senior
Congress leader said, ad-
ding confusion on OBC re-
servation matrix was only
a delay tactic.

However, Transport Mi-
nister Ramalinga Reddy,
who is also chairman of a
Congress internal commit-
tee on civic polls, and who
had announced that the
party was committed to
hold BBMP polls by De-
cember 2023, said they
were preparing for elec-
tions and they will put full
efforts to hold civic polls as
soon as possible. “We have
completed  delimitation
and soon we will ready re-
servation soon,” he said.

Rakesh Singh, Adminis-
trator of the BBMP and Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary of
the Urban Development
Department, said “the
draft of the reservation ma-
trix is ready but we are in
consultation with the legal
team on whether this can
be notified in the present
format.”

Back to Contents




ECONOMY

Karnataka expects revised EV policy
to attract 50,000 crore investments

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

In a bid to create a robust
electric vehicles (EV) eco-
system in Karnataka, the
Karnataka government on
Friday unveiled a revised
draft EV policy (2023-28),
which aims to attract
¥50,000 crore investment
while creating job oppor-

tunities for one lakh
people.

Pioneering force

“This proposed policy

aims to transform Karnata-
ka into a pioneering force
in the field of electric mo-
bility, embracing sustaina-
ble practices and equitable
growth while fostering in-
novation and creating a ro-
bust ecosystem for EVs
throughout the State,” said
M.B. Patil, Minister for
Large and Medium Indus-
tries and Infrastructure

Development.

The Minister said the go-
vernment would soon con-
vene a joint meeting of the
Ministers of finance, ener-
gy, transport, and urban
development to iron out
common issues before
launching the final E-mo-
bility policy.

Model cities

Responding to EV industry
recommendations, Mr. Pa-
til said that the govern-
ment would develop mo-
del EV cities across the
State to promote EV adop-
tion. These model cities
would be developed in Ka-
laburagi, Belagavi, Hubbal-
li-Dharwad, and Mysuru
among others.

The State was in discus-
sion with the National
Highway Authority of India
to set up electric vehicle
charging stations on either
side of the highway at ten

Source: The Hindu, p.11, Nov. 11, 2023

major toll booths along the
national highway between
Bengaluru and Pune, he
further said.

KHIR City near
Bengaluru

The Karnataka govern-
ment has decided to set up
a Knowledge, Healthcare,
Innovation and Research
City on the outskirts of
Bengaluru at an invest-
ment outlay of 340,000
crore.

The new investment re-
gion would be spread over
2,000 acres within 60 km
from Bengaluru and deve-
loped in a phased manner
and the project would gen-
erate over 80,000 new
jobs, said a statement from
the government.

Besides attracting in-
vestments, the city project
was aimed at contributing
at least ¥1 lakh crore to the
State GDP, said Mr. Patil.



Draft EV policy looks to generate
1lakh jobs over 5 years

BENGALURU, DHNS

The state government on
Friday unveiled a revised
draft EV policy which aims to
attract Rs 50,000 croreinin-
vestments and create one lakh
jobs in the e-mobility sector
over the next five years.

This came during a round-
tablediscussionontherevised
E-mobility policy with repre-
sentatives of various vehicle
manufacturing and motor
companies at the Vidhana
Soudhain the city on Friday.

M B Patil, minister for
large and medium industries
and infrastructure develop-
ment, said that the govern-
mentwould develop model EV
citiesin Kalaburagi, Belagavi,
Hubballi-Dharwad, and My-
suruto promote EVadoption.

The government is also in
talks with the National High-
way Authority of India (NHAI)
tosetup EV charging stations
on both sides of the road at
ten major toll booths alon

the Bengaluru-Pune national
highway, he added.

Gunjan Krishna, Com-
missioner, Department of
Commerce and Industries,
Government of Karnataka,
said that the government has
identified Gauribidanur in
Chikkaballapur and Chikka-
malligewad in Dharwad as
potential locations to create
large EV clusters. The land
in both locations has been
acquired and is available for
investors, she said.

These clusters would have
ready-to-occupyland parcels,
plugand playincubation facil-
ities, testing labs,and homolo-
gation facilities,among other
services.

The proposed drafthasalso
increased the capital subsidy
to 30% from the existing 15%
for private operators to setup
EV testing-cum-certification
facilities. The increased cov-
erage will provide incentives
to include cell components,
batteryrecycling facilitiesand

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, Nov. 11, 2023

testing infrastructure.

The government has also
offered 25 to 30% capital sub-
sidy for micro enterprisesand
20t025% subsidy for small en-
terprises.

Thedraft proposes arental
subsidy to include reimburse-
ment of 30% of rent - or amax-
imum of Rs 5 per square feet
per month - for three years,
on rental properties above
10,000 square feet.

The Industrial Training In-
stitute (ITT) will playa keyrole
to reduce skill development
costs by 40% and bring down
training tenure by two to four
months, the draftsaid.

“This proposed policy aims
to transform Karnataka into
a pioneering force in the field
of electric mobility, embrac-
ing sustainable practices
and equitable growth while
fostering innovation and cre-
ating a robust ecosystem for
EVsthroughout
the State,” Patil
said.




State eyes investment of Rs 40,000
crore through KHIR city

BENGALURU, DHNS

yeing a potential invest-
E ment of Rs40,000 crore
and creation of one lakh
jobs over the next five years,
thestate governmenton Friday
settheballrolling for a Knowl-
edge, Healthcare, Innovation
and Research (KHIR) city, by
holding consultative meetings
with various stakeholders.
The new investment region
is expected to come up within

60 km of the city. Land isbeing
finalised for it, Large and Me-
dium Industries minister M B
Patil said.

Patil told reporters here af-
ter the meet that the city had
the potential to contribute to
4-5% of the GDP. It will be im-
plemented in two phases with
1,000 acres ofland beingiden-
tified for each phase.

Patil said it will be a one-of-
a-kind space in the country
which will focus on knowledge

development, innovation, skill
development and manufactur-
ing across various domains.
This will include healthcare,
information technology, life
sciences and pure sciences, he
explained.

According to Patil, the state
is looking to establish this city
on the lines of Singapore’s
Biopolis Cluster and Japan’s
Kobe Biomedical Innovation
Cluster.

» KHIR, Page 5

KHIR, from Page 1

IT and BT Minister Priyank
Kharge, who was also part of
the meeting, further gave in-
sight into the idea of the city
and its purpose: “It will focus
on academia, then skill de-
velopment which will in turn
enable research and develop-
ment. It will also focus on in-
novation by making space for
startups and will even include
manufacturing, to complete
theloop.”

One ofthegoals through this
citywasto make healthcare af-
fordable and accessible in the

Industry representativesin-
cluding Kris Gopalakrishnan,
Dr Devi Prasad Shetty, Dr C
N Manjunath, Gitanjali Kirlo-
skar, Prashant Prakash, Nitin
Kamath, Dr Deepak Venugo-
palan and Dr L S Shashidhar
were among those present.

Among the suggestions
given to the government, Dr
Shetty pointed out how there
was a shortage of 50-70 mil-
lion healthcare workers in the
country. A paramedical uni-
versityistheurgent need. This
is because it is the nurses and
otherstaff that take care of the
patientand notthe doctors, he

country, headded. observed.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1& 5, Nov.11, 2023
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No shortage of sand, claim
officials from Mines dept

MANGALURU, DHNS

fficials from the Mines

and Geology Depart-

ment on Friday clar-
ified that there is no short-
age of sand in the district,
adding that 25 sand blocks
were identified in non-CRZ
areas.

Contracts for extractions
in 24 blocks are active. There
was a restriction on the ex-
traction of sand from June to
October 15. However, during
themonsoon period, 1,02,467
metric tonnes of sand was
available in the stockyard
of the sand block contract
areas.

Sofar, 27,023 metrictonnes
of sand have been supplied for
construction works. About
75,444 metric tonne is still
available in the stockyard.

To ensure that there was
no hindrance to the supply
of sand for development
works, contractors have
been given time for 30 days
under the Karnataka Mi-
nor Mineral Concession
Act.

Further, 16 M sand units
are functioning in the dis-
trict. These units produce
3,36,400 metric tonnes of M
sand annually. From April till
October, 72,183 metric tonnes
M sand were supplied to vari-
ousdevelopmentworksinthe
district, said the Mines and
Geology department deputy
director.

As per the notification of
the Ministry of Forest and
Environment on November
8, 2011, the nine sand blocks
were identified in Nethra-
vathi and Phalguni rivers

in the CRZ areas. About
3,00,965 metric tonnes of
sand is available in the nine
sand blocks identified in CRZ
areas.

The proposal for the ex-
traction of sand in CRZ
areas has been sent to the
Karnataka State Coastal
Zone Management Author-
ity (KSCZMA) for approval.
The approval is awaited from
KSCZMA.

The contractors from non
non-CRZ area in their appeal
on August 30 have appealed
for relaxation of rules under
the Karnataka Minor Mineral
Concession Act. Theysaid that
as there is a shortage of de-
mand forsand fromnon-CRZ
areas, theban oninter-district
transportation of sand should
be lifted, said the deputy
director.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5A, Nov.12, 2023

Economic boom for the top
10%, slowdo 0 therest

Whilesalesin
premiumand

SHAKSHI JAIN AND
ARUP ROYCHOUDHURY
BENGALURU / NEW DELHI, DHNS

nits latest monthly economic
report in October, the Ministry
of Finance had said that India’s
growth prospects remain
‘robust’, primarily on the back of
strong private demand and con-

luxury segments
invarious sectors
aregrowing
consistently,
spendingin
affordable
categories has
beenstagnantor
onthedecline

sumption. The official gross domestic
product (GDP) growth projection for
the current financial year (FY24) is
ataround 6.5%. Most independent
agenciesalso projecta similar figure.
This would once again make India
the world’s fastest-growing major
economy.

INSIGHT

Thereis credible data to showa
boom in demand. Goods and Services
Tax collection for October was the sec-
ond-highest ever and most car makers
saw record sales in the same month.
Infrastructure spending by states and
the Centre is at an all-time high, and
private sector capital formation is also
picking up.

However, further examination
shows that there are still some
weaknesses in the demand story, in
that most of itis driven by those in the

Continued..

upper middle-income bracket and
above, While not uniform across the
country, the financial year so far has
seen undercurrents of slowdown in
rural India, and even in some sections
of salaried classes in urban areas.
Recovery since the Covid-19
pandemic has been ‘K-shaped’. The
number of millionaires in Indiais
expected to double by 2026, and its

12

luxury market is expected to triple in
size by 2030. However, consumption
and wages in rural markets are stag-
nant. Even urban incomes have not
kept pace with inflation.

“India’s GDP is growing well but it
isall going to the top. We must correct
this. The World Inequality Report
2022 shows that India has “one of the
most extreme increases in income

Motorcycle sales
weredownin

the first half of the
A currentfinancial

! year.Inpic,a
worker cleans
amotorcycleat
ashowroomin
Kolkata. reuters
FILE PHOTO

and wealth inequality observed in the
world,” India’s former Chief Economic
Advisor Kaushik Basu said on X on
Friday.

The World Inequality Report 2022
calls India one of the most ‘unequal
countries’in the world, a phenomenon
which has been exacerbated especially
since the Covid-19 pandemic.

» Wealth inequality, Page 2




Slow recovery of

rural demand

Wealth inequality

The income gap between the rich and the
poorhasbeenincreasing. As per thereport,
thetop10%ofIndia'swageearnerscurrently
have an income that is 20 times more than
the bottom 50%.

The report states that while the top 1%
holds 22% ofthe total national income, only
13%rests withthebottom 50%. Anditisthe
top 10% of wage earners, holding about
57% of the country’s income, who seem to
bedr

Entry-level woes

ddisparity

ns mostevidentare the automotive and real
estatesectors.

Passenger carsalesare booming,andthe
current financial year is on track to be the
best ever for four-wheelers, with sales vol-
umeexpected tocomfortablycross4million
units. However, thesesalesare being driven
by SUVs, and by cars priced around Rs 10
lakhand above.

As per data by research and credit rat-
ingsagency ICRA Ltd, theall-time high for
passengercarswasreachedin the financial
year which ended March 31, 2023 (FY23),
at 3.9 million units. That will be surpassed
this year. The previous high of 3.4 million
unitswasin FY19.

For two-wheelers aswell, FY19 wasare-
cord high, with thesale of21.2 million units.
However, that pre-pandemicrecordisyetto
bebreached. SalesinFY23were15.9 million
units, a deficit of 5.3 million units from the
all-time high, ICRA datashows.

Infact, inthefirsthalfof thecurrent finan-
cial year (April-Septemberor HIFY24),car
sales were up 7% year-on-year, while mo-
torcycle sales were down 1% for the same
period. The worst impact has been on the
entry-level motorcycle segment (75-100
cc), a surefire indicator that rural custom-
ers have been holding back on purchasing
decisions.

Fvcn forcars the hoom h;des the palnful

HlFY 24, entry-| Ievel carsalesactuallyfell by
41%, asper ICRA.

“Pricesofcars haverisenoverthe past few
years across categories due to stricter reg-
ulations, increased input costs, and states
increasing road taxes. However, income
levelsamong salaried classes may not have
kept pace with the increase in prices,” said
Shashank Snvastava. semor execuuve di-
rector, mark Mar

Speaking with DH at the south Delhi
headgquarters of the country’s largest car
maker, Srivastava said that while the cost
of meeting increasingly tougher safetyand

TOSS car cate-

gories, the priceincreasewould befeltmore
incarscosting below Rs 10 lakh.

“The customer IoDking for entry-level

canvnllbe more priceconscious, and their

decisions will be di ined by

factors such as inflation more than those

buying premium cars,” he said.
Infact,majorautomakersareallinagree-
ment that middle-income customers, the
Yok el
TS

to cars, have been impacted by the rise in
inflation and the effect it has had on their
household budgets.
“Wedonotseetheentry-level carmarket
picking up any time soon. The paying cus-
tomer prefers bigger, more premium vehi-
cles, and thatalso leads togrea(ermargns

K-shaped
recovery?

A ‘K-shaped’
recovery curve
occurs when
various parts of the
economy recover
atdifferent rates.
Several experts
point out that
luxury and premium
segments are
witnessing a boom
while discretionary
spending on fast-
moving consumer
goods is seeing a
slowdown in India.
This notion has been
dismissed by SBI
economists, who
say the pandemic
was a ‘leveler’
that reduced
inequalities, but is
still under debate.

ON THE
OTHER

An example:
HAND

Big-screen buys

4q

Until recently,

O,
80%
of sales in the
smart TV segment
were composed of
32and 40inch TVs.

N

u
However,
recent quarters
witnessed a

40%
decline in the

demand for
32-inch TVs.

3%

in2022.

\| 1/
Sales of
consumer goods

The affluent segment

inIndia accounts for

70%

of retail deposits and
50-60%

of overall online

spends.

and home appliances

priced above

1,50,000

is growing.

India’s luxury
market is expected
to triplein size
and grow to

$200 bn

by 2030.

Consumption
in rural markets
fell by about

Sales of apparel and

textiles fell by

0%

inQ10f2023.

55-inch and 65-inch TVs.

Source:

y: Trends and Outlook’, Nielsen IQ. news reports.

acmunnluroranearlyhmre workrurcem
2022,

after a lull between 2014 and 2019 and |s
slated to surpass $1 trillion in market size

Thisbullrun, however, ss

Inequality outiook as of 2021

the luxury housing segment, as the share
of affordable housing continues to decline
sequentially in FY24. Data from property
consultant Anarock showed that the sale
of luxury homes, priced at Rs 1.5 croreand
above surged l]S% in the first nine months

Avg | Awvg
wealth | income
shareof | share of
total total
Bottom 50% 5.9% 13.1%
Middle 40% | 295% | 29.7%

33%

seenis that products ateconomical pricing

-ategoryalso

per car, for saida 0f2023, pe-  arereducing, whilemediumand premium
tiveof one of Maruti Suzuki’s blggesl rivals, riod las( year. In contrast, the share of the pmducls are growing, For the first time we
whodid notwish tobe named. (Rs80lakhandbelow)

Latelastmonth, R CBhargava, chairman hy Il housil d gmwmg, *said Nilesh Gupta, director of Vi-

of Maruti Suzuki, said that unless small car
demand comes back, the overall growth of
theindustry will remain slow.

As recently as July, headline retail in-
flation hit a 15-month high of 7.44%, as a
deficient monsoon wreaked havoc on food
prices. Though inflation is now within

band, RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das said
on Thursday that India remains vulner-
able to recurring and overlapping food
price shocks.

Industri
The real estate sector, thCh is the sec-

51%in 2023, from 68% in 2022.

Remarkably, “the share of the housing
bracket inclusive of units priced at Rs 50
lakh and below, was at a decadal low dur-
ing the January-September 2023 period,”
property consultancy Knight Frank India
revealed.

Industryexpes
shrinking share to surging prices, increas-
ing home loan rates and the lingering ef-
fects of the Covid-19 pandemic. Some also
blamed an aggregate decline in supply of
affordable housing units, owing toincreas-
ingland and input costs.

Thoseinother industries echoed similar
sentiments. “Post Covi

JaySales,an elec(romcsrelaller He anested
igher growthrateinthe pr

super-premium product categories, as en-

try-level prices by most brands in the white

onl
eelectr y

surged simultaneously.

Even for essential daily use items,
fast-moving consumer goods (FMCG)
companies are feeling the pinch. For its
July-September quarter, FMCG giant Hin-
dustan Unilever posted slightly lower con-
solidated net profit compared to the same
period lastyear.

Rohit Jawa, chief executive officer and
managingdirectorofthecompany,said that
rtof thereason for whathe called.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&2, Nov.12, 2023
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‘Growth in the fast-moving
consumer goods sector

Volume 17.70%
wth fell
asticall

inthe N G 8 80%

2021-22

=2020-21

=2021-222
Value
growth

11.20% 12.10%
8%
5 40%
2.10%
Price Volume Unit
growth growth growth

21.2mn

3.4mn

FY2019

FY2020

is currently seeing an

While
all-time high, remvery in the two-wheeler sector is uncertain

=g Annual domestic volume of four-wheelers
=g~ Annual domestic volume of two-wheelers

2 39mn

FY2021  FY2022  FY2023

=50 L

In 2024, entry-level passenger car sales
are expected to fall by a whopping 41%

JFy'21 FY'22

-37% -41%

Year-on-year change in entry level passenger car segment

REAL ESTATE SECTOR

The luxury segment has grown significantly
inits share in real estate across cities

(FMCG) saw a decline of

2%

in2022.

lenging environment’ was subdued rural
demand. HUL’s product portfolio includes
daily-use brands such as Kissan, Rin, Vim,
SurfExcel, Horlicks, Lux, Lifebuoy, Closeup
andothers.

In an interview with DH in September,
Nestle India Chairman and Managing Di-
rector Suresh Narayanan had said that in-
flationary pressures thisyear would lead to
consumers bemg more careful about their
Nestle
reported a much better July-September
quarter, primarily because 80% of its busi-
nessisurban-focused.

“Rural demand has been stable, but the
pace of growth has definitely come down.
And 1 look to the future with cautious opti-
mism, because if theimpact on agriculture
from ElNino and other global factorsis re-
allyminimal, thenwe could beintoa period
of relatively more modest inflation. But if
not, then clearly both availability and price
will become constraints for the industry,”
Narayanan had said, adding that people
arelooking more carefully atdiscretionary
spending in an environment of higher in-
flation.

Festive cheer?
After a relatively dry August, September
brought some relief. However, the mon-
soon ended this vear 6% below normal.and

itsdistribution was highly uneven. In some
districts, the rainfall deficit was as high as
60%. Karnataka has been one of the worst-
hit states this year, in terms of drought-like
weather conditions.

Conversely, this also means that in dis-
tricts where rainfall was normal or close to
normal, rural spending has picked up.

“When one looks at the overall picture,
monsoon was slightly deficient. However,
some districts saw better rainfall than oth-
ers, and in some districts, crop output was
impacted severely by lack of rain. So, one
cannot say that there is a blanket demand
slowdownacross rural India. Itdiffers from
regiontoregion,"atopcentral government
official told DH.

“FMCGand two-wheelercompanies may
have seenaslow pickup in sales from some
regions, but notall. It may be wrong to say
that there is no lack of demand from rural
India, but it would also be wrong tosay that
thereisnodemand,” theofficialsaid,onthe
condition of anonymity.

The festive season started late this year,
as the traditional month of Shradh (Pilru
Paksha) — \vhcn new, purchases arerare in

BN 2022 W 2023
Total | Affordable Mid Luxury
City launched | (Below | (Rs80lakh | (Rs1.5crore
units | Rs80lakh) | to 1.5 crore) | and above)
Bengalury 2530 [ 208 ol
45% 20%
Chennai 14507 2% 168
31% 12%
50% 17%
Hyderabad 49,988
’ ‘ 26% 53%
Kolkata 11,615 i) L
= |t 9% 13%
National | 13% 20%
Capital Region [ g 27% 38%
Mumbai 51% 22% 27%
Metropolitan | 1,16,901
Region 62% 18% 20%
56% 27% 17%
Total 328,394
| 50% 26% 24%
COMPILED BY SHAKSHI JAIN AND T

ing a boost from rural India, especially as
the festive season has begun in full swing,”
said a representative from another FMCG
behemoth, Coca-ColaIndia. Apart fromthe
festive season, the company is also betting
bigon the ongoing Cricket World Cup.

Earlier this week, Amazon said it had
witnessed a record 110 crore customer
visits and 40 lakh new customers making
their first purchase during its month-long
Great Indian Festival, which ended on
November10.

After weak rural demand due to uneven
monsoon, FMCG and two-wheelcr com-

pect rural, urb:
low-income demand to improve gradually
butsteadily.

Corporates are cautiously optimistic
about these segments of the population
going into the calendar year 2024. They
all hope that while demand from the top
10% continues to boom, other parts of
the income demographic will also hit
their stride and increase their purchas-
es, as India continues its post-pandemic
recovery.

mid-Oc-
tober. But companies are increasingly be- Have our sa
coming optimistic. y y
“Wesee double-dig press your opinion, e-mail usat:
lnsl leccanherald.co.in




Lack of raw materials, high
cost aftect biofuel production

Manufacturers: Streamline
supply chain, infuse funds

PAVAN KUMAR H
HUBBALLI, DHNS

he poor supply of raw
Tmaterials and lack of

infrastructure to pro-
cess biofuel in the state has
defeated the very purpose of
formulating a biofuel policyin
Karnataka (2009).1n2016, the
Uniongovernment considered
Karnataka’s policy as a base
model to formulate its policy
for the country.

However, the neglect by
successive state governments
and poor allocation of funds
for research work, strength-
ening of procurement chain,
andinfrastructureto produce
the biofuel, have meant that
the state is currently not even
abletoproduce10%ofits total
capacity.

At present Karnataka has
three major private biofu-
el manufacturing units in
Tumakuru, Bengaluru, and
Bagalkot. The installed ca-
pacity of these unitsis onelakh
litres per day. However, there
have hardly been a few days

theunitshave generated more
than 15,000 litres of biofuel
perday.

Thisapart the state govern-
ment has set up four biofuel
parks in Dharwad, Hassan,
Kalaburagi, and Bengaluru
and 34 Bioenergy Research
Information and Demonstra-
tion Centres (BRIDC)inevery
district to create awareness
among farmers, entrepre-
neurs, and those who wish to
conduct research. However,
according to sources the ma-
jority of these BRIDCs have
not produced even a single
litre of biofuel in the last 7 to
10 months.

Take for example the
Biopark at the University of
Agriculture Sciences, Dhar-
wad, whichhasgenerated only
four litres of biodiesel in the
last seven months. “We need
atleast four to five kg of Honge
seeds (Pongamia Pimmata) to
generate one litre of biodiesel.
However, duetolack of supply
of rawmaterials, the machines
arelyingidle,”said HY Patil.

Biofuels are ecologically

The state government has set up ur biofuel parks

inDharwad, Hassan, Kalaburagi, and Bengaluru.

DR BABU SAJJAN, Promoter

No doubt there is a great demand for biofuel in India.
However, neither biofuel manufacturers nor farmers

consider it as lucrative as the cost of producing one litre of
biofuel is more than the sales price. To produce one litre of
biofuel, the manufacturers spend Rs 140 to Rs 180; where-
as diesel is sold for Rs 88 a litre in the market. Why would
anyone venture in a loss-making business?

bon footprints, as they hardly
emitgreenhouse gasesduring
combustion. They also help
farmers in increasing their
revenue through this allied
cultivation. The non-edible
oilseed plants also helpinim-
proving the moisture content
in the fields. Taking all these
into consideration the union
government had formulated
a policy of blending nearly
25% of biofuels in fossil fuels

achieved its target of blend-
ing 10% of biofuel in petrol
and diesel by 2020. Howev-
er, a majority of this biofuel
was generated by ethanol,
a byproduct of sugarcane, a
water-guzzling crop.

Unorganised sector

Karnataka State Bioenergy
Development Board manag-
er Dayananda G N says the
government hasbeen making

tion of raw materials and pro-
cessing of biofuel. “However,
as the sector is unorganised,
we are not able to complete
the supply chain,” he said.
The board has planted over
9 crore tree-borne oilseeds
such as amoora, surahonne,
hippe, neem, simarouba and
11 other species of plants on
barren lands, degradedlands,
farm bunds, and other places
across the state; yet the units
arenot getting raw materials.

Manjunath H N Devaiyya,
Manager at S N Entrepre-
neurs, Tumakuru, said his
unit has a capacity to gener-
ate 20,000 litres of biofuel per
day. However, currently, they
are producing 3,000 litres of
biofuel per week. “As we are
not getting raw materials from
Karnataka we are procuring
used cooking oil from other
states.”

Shantanu, a biofuel manu-
facturer at Bagalkot, said bio-
fuel production can become
profitable if we produce in
bulk. There is a need for poli-
cy change at the state govern-
ment level to ensure thatused
cooking oil is supplied to such
unitsinstead of soap and glyc-
erin that can survive on other
raw materials.

They requested the gov-
ernment to invest in research
work, modernisation of units,
andstreamlining of the supply

in the last manx xears where imBortant in reducinﬁ car- b‘ 2030. The countr; also effortstoincreasetheﬁroduc- chain.
Source: Deccan Herald, p. 4, Nov 14, 2023
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Industries wary of 3-year
power tariff plan in state

Bengaluru: Karnataka Elec-
tricity Regulatory Commis-
sion’s proposal to roll out
multi-year tariff (MYT)toen-
sure ‘tariff certainty’ for con-
sumers has met with stiff op-
position from industries and
commercial establishments,
reports Niranjan Kaggere.

KERC’sdraft guidelineson
MYT, notified last month, pro-
poses tariff revisions for the
next three years in advance.
According to the notification,
the move is meant to ensure
transparency in the tariff de-
termination process and keep
consumers informed about
any tariff changes well in ad-

Continued...

'‘REVISE RULES'

» KERC'’s MYT scheme
proposes transparency in
tariff determination process
» FKCCI says K'taka planning
to implement it without any
comprehensive study

» Asks KERC to re-evaluate
and revise some of the draft
regulations to align with the
provisions of the Electricity Act

vance. However, industry as-
sociations have raised their
concern over some of the pro-
posed MYT parameters.

» ‘Plan may burden’, P 4
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‘New tariff plan may
burden stakeholders’

»Continued from page 1

The Federation of Karna-
taka Chambers of Com-
merce and Industries
(FKCCI) said: “Even as many
states are yet to adopt MYT,
Karnataka is moving towards
it without any comprehensive
study. The MYT concept, based
on certainty over tariff, is a
boon. However, given the Cen-
tre’s directives and subsidy
programmes run by the state,
MYT will be a burden on the
stakeholders.”

In view of the vola-
tility in fuel and power
purchase cost adjust-
ments (FPCCA) that
are passed on to the ¥
customers, certainty
over futuretariffsison-
ly a mirage. “If the

draft regulations are enacted

without due consideration, it
may turnouttobedetrimental
to consumers. The commis-
sion should revise some regu-
lations to align with the provi-
sions of the Electricity Act,”
FKCCI further said.

An official from the energy
department, said: “KERC de-
termines tariff every year
based on the petition filed by
Escoms. But with MYT, the
likely tariff for the next three
years, considered to be a con-
trol period, will be determined
at the beginning of three

years. This will help business
establishmentsand industries
plan their consumption.”

MG Prabhakar, adviser to
the Energy Committee of
FKCCI, said: “Escoms are sad-
dling us with FPPCA in keep-
ing with the Centre’sdirective.
These FPPCA charges are so
volatile that they keep chang-
ing every month. This being
the case, whereis the certainty
on tariffs? The move is based
on procedural formalities and
does not provide any compre-
hensivereview of the
control period. If
there are operational
inefficiencies due to
variations in supply
costs, both industries
as well as consumers
could be affected un-
. d\_J der MYT.”

The FKCCI has also high-
lighted the likely influence of
subsidy programmes on the
tariff. The payment of subsidy
by the government under vari-
ous schemes, including IP sets
(37% energy consumption), is
in accordance with the Karna-
taka Electricity Regulatory
Commission Regulations of
2008. But, the MYT guidelines
do not take note of this. If the
government fails to pay the
subsidy on time, Escoms will
have to borrow from external
agencies and consumers will
end up paying, itadded.

Source: Times of India, p. 1& 4, Nov 14, 2023
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Sharavathi hydel station clocks
lowest generation inlast dyears

It's way behind target of

4,800 MU for this year

NRUPATHUNGA S K
SHIVAMOGGA, DHNS

he Sharavathi Gener-
ating Station (SGS) has
witnessed the lowest pro-
duction of electricityin thelast
five years, thanks to the deficit
rainfall in the Malnad region
thisyear.
Thishasalsoledtoareduced
water level in Linganamakki
dam of Sagar taluk in the dis-
trict, which feedswaterto SGS.
The Linganamakkidamtoo

ating station.

Sources in SGS said that
the station, having 10 units, is
unlikely to achieve the target
of power generation this year.

Of the target of 4,800 MU
(million units of power), SGS
has generated only 2,369.64
MU from April to November
15.

The plant had generated
3,112.49 MU till November 15
lastyear. SGS accounts for 23%
of the power generated in the
state.

The Sharavathi generati

in station ear Karl in '

Sagar taluk of Shivamogga district.

Karnataka Power Corporation
Limited, SGS had generated
5,220.73 MU in 2022-23, the
highest quantum in the five
years since 2018-19, followed
by 5,130.37 MU in 2019-20,

4,774.69 MU in 2018-19 and
4,583.24 MU in 2020-21.
Presently, the dam has
around 68.205 tmc ft water,
with which 2,098.62 MU
of power can be generated.

for SGS to achieve the target
for this year. Hydropower is
cost effective and the gen-
erating stations are durable
compared to other sources of
energy.

Sharavathi generating
station chief engineer Udaya
Naik N told DH that the dam
reached maximum level of
1,819 feet only thrice in the last
10 years: 2013-14, 2014-15 and
2019-20.

Among solar, thermal
and other sources of energy,
hydro-power costs the low-
est. The power generation cost
perMUin SGSis45 paisa. The
cost of generating one MU of
power varies from one plantto
the other. So, the government
gives primary importance to
hydro power generation. But
the deficit rainfall has proved

hasitsownh;drogowerﬁener— Accordinﬁtoofﬁcialsofthe 4I990.15 MU in 2021-22i But that will not be sufficient to be amatter of concern.
Source: Deccan Herald, p. 4, Nov 17, 2023
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JSWinfra wins bid to develop
Rs 4,119 crore port in Karnataka

NEW DELHI, DHNS: JSW In-
frastructure, November 16,
said itwon an order worth Rs
4,119 crore for the develop-
ment of Keni greenfield port
inKarnataka. The estimated
cost of the project is Rs 4,119
crore with an initial capacity
of 30 million tonne per an-
num (MTPA), the company
saidina press release.

The initial capacity of the
all-weather, deep-water
greenfield port is 30 million
tonnes per annum (MTPA),
the companysaidinarelease.

JSWinfrastructure, Adani
Ports, Navayuga Engineering
and Vishwa Samudra were
the four companies that
showed interest during the
pre-bid stage while bids were
submitted by Adani Portsand
JSW.

“We will start working to
developtheKeniPortasanin-
tegral partof the State’s mar-
itime infrastructure & trade
gateway. Once developed,
the Keni port is expected to
crucially address the rising
import and export trade mo-
mentum of the region,” said
Arun Maheshwari, compa-
ny’s managing director and
chief executive officer.

The project was awarded
by the Karnataka Maritime
Board.

JSW Infrastructure cur-
rently operatesatotal of nine
state port concessions on the
west and east coasts of India

close to 153 MTPA, which it
aims to double (300 MTPA)
by 2030, the ports arm of
Sajjan Jindal-led JSW Group
saidin the statement.

As per the Karnataka
Maritime Perspective Plan,
the state has a hinterland
potential of 44 MTPA of car-
go which is expected to in-
crease to 117 MTPA by 2035,
providing ample opportuni-
ties for more ports and port
infrastructure to come up.
The port at Keni is located
between two major ports
- Mormugao in the north
and New Mangalore Port in
the south. The hinterland
provides cargo of coal and
coke that are used for steel,
cement and power plants.
Rail connectivity to the port
will be on the southern side,
connected with the existing
Konkan line. The proposed
rail connection will have a
length of 8 km.

The Keni port will be
equipped tohandle cape-size
vessels -- bulk carriers that
arelargely used for thetrans-
port of coal, ores, and other
commodity raw materials,
the companysaid adding that
it will be built to serve the in-
dustries in the area covering
Bellary, Hosapete, Hubballi,
Kalaburagiand South Maha-
rashtra.

The contract is JSW Infra-
structure’s first major one
since it debuted on the stock

with an overall caBaciEx of marketon October 3.
Source: Deccan Herald, p. 11, Nov 17, 2023
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State Vs State Fights, On Taxes

Short-term migrants in rich states spend their wages in poorer home states, boosting the latter’s GST
collections. Rich states attracting migration say finance commission must note this ‘cross subsidy’

Narendar Pani

It will be interesting to see just how
sensitive the 16th finance commission,
which is in the process of being set up,
will be to structural changes in the
Indian economy. Indian governments
havetended to turnablind eye toseveral
new dimensions of the economy, including widespread
short-term migration from rural and urban areas.
This hasresulted in some unpleasant
surprises to policy makers, especially
the migrant crisis that resulted
from the Covid lockdown. If the next
finance commission ignores the
interaction between short-term
migration and the GST regime, it
could distort the distribution of tax
proceeds to states.

When allocating tax proceeds
across states, it has been the practice
of finance commissions to rely quite
heavily on Gross State Domestic
Products (GSDP). This approach has
its roots in the view that states can
be treated as largely autonomous
economic entities, with some having
consistently higher GSDPs, others
remaining laggards. Economic justice
would then demand that the finance
commission allocate tax proceeds in
such a way that the rich states subsi-
dise the poor. This approach has
simplicity but ignores a peculiarity
of India’s economic transformation.

As has happened through history in the process of
development, there’s been a shift in the composition of
India’s GDP away from agriculture. Development
theorists expect this shift to be accompanied by move-
ment of labour away from agriculture, and, from rural
to urban areas. Brazil and China have followed this
pattern and seen substantial levels of urbanisation.

India, though, has not followed this pattern in
entirety. Decline in the share of workers in agriculture
hasn’t been met with a movement into urban areas to
thesamedegree. High cost of living in metropolises has
prevented workers quitting agriculture from migra-
ting permanently into cities. Rural workers thus are
left with the unenviable task of earning in cities while
continuing to maintain families in their villages. They
do so by taking up short-term work in the city while
continuing toretain their village households.

A consequence is that workers spend very little of
their wages in cities and send home much of their
earnings. It was the sense that their villages were home

that made hundreds of thousands walk back, some for
over 1,000 km, to their villages during the Covid lock-
down. Their preference for their village homes is also
reflected in their expenditure patterns. The major
shareof theirearningsisspentintheirvillages. Tothis
end, they're willing to live in cities in conditions worse
than what they're used to in their villages.

The preference for spending in their villages rather
than the city was evident in a survey conducted by the
National Institute of Advanced Studies of short-term

High cost of living in metropolises

has prevented workers quitting
agriculture from migrating permanently
into cities. They are left with the
unenviable task of continuing to
maintain families in their villages

migrants working in Bengaluru’s construction industry.
There isalso evidence that some use their city earnings
to influence power equations in the village.

The earnings and expenditure pattern of short-
term migrants has an informal effect on inter-state
finances. Workers earn their livelihoods in states with
high GSDPs but spend a major part of their income in
their villages in states with much lower GSDPs. The
task of improving living conditions of rural workers
and their families in the lower GSDP states is thus

Source: Times of India, p. 12, Nov 17, 2023
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being carried out, to some degree, by job opportunities
in the higher GSDP states. This tendency is accentuated
by the growing emphasis on GST.

Being an indirect tax on commodities, GST collections
are determined by the location where the commodities
are bought. To the extent that workers spend their
income in their villages, it is the lower GSDP states that
benefit from GST collections. There is also the direct
effect of workers’ expenditure in their villages on
trade income in those states.

Thereisthusaninformal cross sub-
sidy already at work before the finance
commission steps into the picture.
This has led some high GSDP states to
demand that finance commissions take
into account jobs these states provide
to workers from low GSDP-states.

Arriving at appropriate indicators
of short-term migration will be difficult
given the paucity of data. Census data
on migration, cited in the 15th finance
commission report, uses a definition of
migration that doesn’t capture short-
term migration. Appropriate data
absent, there may be some difficulty in
arrivingatexactnumbers of short-term
migrants working in each state. But this
is a limitation the finance commission
should be able to overcome, if need be,
by collecting necessary data.

This data would need to recognise
that migrant workers typically form
identity-based networks in their villa-
ges. They thenbargain withemployers
across different states to find the best opportunities for
their workers’ group. The jobs they finally undertake
can thus shift state to state. While the specific migrants
employed in a state can change quite rapidly, overall
levels of employment of short-term migrants would be
an indicator of opportunities the state offers.

It is possible to make a distinction between short-
term migrants from the same state and those from
other states. This would be a significant consideration
in states like Karnataka with substantial regional
inequalities within.

Two additional elements then demand prominence to
determine the share of states in tax proceeds. Employ-
ment provided to short-term migrants from outside the
state would address the fact of high-growth states provi-
ding jobs for low-growth states. Employment provided to
short-term migrants from within the state would dovetail
into a larger case for providing employment a more pro-
minent place indeterminingdistribution of tax proceeds.

The writer is dean of social sciences, National Institute of
Advanced Studies, Bengaluru
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Fmr A-G sees a way out,
cites 1993 SCverdict
upholding govt order

—

RASHMI BELUR
BENGALURU, DHNS

n Rajyotsava, Chief Minister

Siddaramaiah said hisgovern-

ment would continue efforts
tomake Kannada the medium of in-
structioninschool education, which
appears to be virtually impossible,
according to experts.

In his Rajyotsava speech, Siddar-
amaiah even criticised the judiciary
for notsupporting the government’s
efforts to have children learn in
Kannada.

In a landmark 2014 judgement,
the Supreme Court struck down
Karnataka’s plea to have Kannada
as the medium of instructionin ele-
mentary education. This was a two
decades-oldlegal battle. Desperate,
the government - then headed by
Siddaramaiah - amended the RTE
Act mandating Kannada to be the
medium, which was sent for Presi-
dential assent.

The government also brought
in the Kannada Language Learn-
ing Act, 2015, which requires “all

Isgovtsmove tomake Kannada
medium of instruction timed out?

Karnataka’s plea to have Kannada as the medium of instructionin
elementary education.

schools” to teach Kannada as a
compulsory subject - either as first
language or second language- from
Classes 1to 10 in a phased manner.
This, too, has been challenged by
schools.

Officials say there are nowaysleft.
“The Supreme Court has said that
choosing the medium of instruction
is the fundamental right of the par-
ents,” an official said, pointing out
that this was a judgement by a Con-
stitutional bench.

Interestingly, the state govern-

ment itself ended up introducing
English as the medium in govern-
mentschools. “AtKarnataka Public
Schools (KPS), weare offering Eng-
lish as the medium. Because there
was demand, more English-medium
KPS were started,” the official said.

With KPS - the government’s
flagship public education model
- offering bilingual education, in
Kannada and English, the govern-
ment has morally lost the right to
fight for Kannada as the medium,
the official rued.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Nov. 12, 2023
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Thereare waysin
the Constitutional
bench judgement. The
government can make
anew law using those
ways and by also referring
to previous judgments,
especially the one by
then Chief Justice MN
Venkatachaliah and Justice
S Mohan, which upheld the
government’s decision on
language policy.
Ravivarma Kumar,
ex-Advocate General

In 1981, a committee headed by
Dr V K Gokak recommended Kan-
nada as the medium of instruction,
following which the government
issued an order that got challenged
in court. In 1993, it looked as if the
issue was settled when a Supreme
Court bench of then Chief Justice
M N Venkatachaliah and Justice S
Mohan upheld the order.

In 1994, the government intro-
duced alanguage policy thatinsisted
schools provide education in Kan-
nada or mother tongue. This was

struck down by the High Court in
2008. The government moved the
Supreme Court, whichdelivered the
verdictin 2014 when Siddaramaiah
was the CM.

“The CM’s comment is clearly a
contemptofcourt,”D Shashi Kumar,
general secretary, Associated Man-
agementsof Primaryand Secondary
Schools in Karnataka, said.

Senioradvocate G R Mohan, who
fought the language policy case on
behalf of private schools, said there
is no provision for the government
toinsist on Kannada.

Butformer Advocate General Ra-
vivarma Kumar believes thatitisnot
adead-end.

“There are ways in the Constitu-
tional bench judgement. The gov-
ernment can make a new law using
those ways and by also referring to
previous judgments, especially the
one by then Chief Justice M N Ven-
katachaliah and Justice S Mohan,
whichupheld the government’s de-
cision on language policy,” he said.

The situation is similar when it
comes to higher education. The
government’s attempt to make
Kannada a compulsory subject in
undergraduate and postgraduate
courses was challenged by private
colleges although it was done as
part of the National Education
Policy (NEP) that bats for region-
al languages. This was stayed by
the court.

‘\




Revisit KSU Act to
revamp our varsities

The government
must amend the
Karnataka State
Universities Act
tostrengthen the
highereducation

ecosystem

P S JAVARAMU

hereisalotofdiscussion

in the state about the

need for reinventing
higher education. While it is
true that the responsibility
of bringing about qualitative
changes remains largely with
the academicians, the chang-
es also need to be anchored
broadlywithinthe framework
of the legislation prevailing in
the state, i.e., the Karnataka
State Universities (KSU) Act,
2000. The Act was passed
when the Congress was in
power. Hence, the present
government may not think in
terms of replacing it totally. It
may at best bring about some
changes through amend-
ments. Here is an attempt to
suggest some changes in the
Act which has 14 chapters
dealing with issues like the
establishment and incorpo-
ration of universities, key of-
ficersof the university,author-
ities of the university like the
Syndicate and the Academic
Council, boardslike the Board
of Studies, Planning Monitor-
ing and Evaluation Board,
Finance and Accounts, Affili-
ation of Colleges, etc.

It is impossible to cover
all the aspects contained in
the Act but it is imperative
to highlight the areas where
the law needs amendments
soas toimprove the function-
ing of public universities and
strengthen the higher educa-
tion ecosystem.

First, there is a need to
create the office of pro-vice
chancellor in the university's
organisationalstructure. This
would require amending the
existing Act. While there are
arguments both in favour and
against creating such a posi-
tiononthegroundsthatitmay
result in an additional power
centre,lamoftheopinionthat
the position be created and
the holder of the office —an
educational administrator —
be entrusted with the task of
ensuring coordination in the
fieldofadministration, freeing
upthevice chancellor tofocus
entirely on academic matters
to provide leadership for pro-

in the Act but it is also im-
perative that governmental
interference and the role of
‘extraneous considerations’
be kept out in the appoint-
ment of vice chancellors. The
search committees that are
constituted for this purpose
mustconsistofmenand wom-
enofintegrityandvision, who
can resist pressures and rec-
ommend the most deserving
candidatesbased onmeritand
social justice.

TheSyndicateisthe highest
decision-making body in the
university system. Though
the existing practice of the
government and the chan-
cellor nominating members
of the Syndicate may contin-
ue, it is necessary to bring in
persons with expertise in the
field of higher education, in-
dustry and civil society. The
practice of nominating politi-
cians belonging to the ruling
party must be stopped. The
chancellor, too, should ap-
pointeducational administra-
torsof highintegrityashis/her
nominees,whocancontribute
positively tothe university’s vi-
sionand mission.

When it comes to the
Boards of Studies, whose
main function is to prepare
the curriculum, there is a
need for greater interaction
between the postgraduate
departments, and affiliated
and autonomous colleges
including industry represent-
atives. Representation must
be ensured either by formal-
ly making them members or
by co-opting them as special
invitees. In any case, curricu-
lum design and development
should reflect quality with ad-
equate opportunities for skill-
ing, reskillingand upskilling of
thestudents.

The system of affiliation of
colleges will continue in all
probability, though the Na-
tional Education Policy (NEP)
2020 callsforitsgradual phas-
ing out. Here, the VCs need to
ensure that the committees
arecomposed ofacademicians
with an industry representa-
tive, if needed, to evaluate the
preparednessofcollegestorun
courses with optimum facili-
ties for the benefit of students.
Colleges that secure an A+
grade from the accreditation
agencyNAACcanbesubjected
to the affiliation exercise once
infiveyears only.

Chapter 12 of the KSU Act
deals with the University Re-
view Commission. However,
this provision is largely ig-
noredorneglectedin practice.

moting qualityinteachi d
research in the university and
affiliated colleges. The vice
chancellor should also be in
charge of raising resources
from different quarters, in-
cluding guiding the faculty to
bring prestigious projects, as
universities are short of funds
and are being asked to raise
resources on their own from
as many sources as possible
includingalumniandindustry.

The selection and appoint-
ment of VCs is a crucial pro-
cess that requires extraordi-
nary care. The government
is likely to continue with the

Universiti bemandato-
rilysubjected toreviewoncein
five years. The highest stand-
ards of transparency must be
maintained in the constitu-
tion of the commission and
its functioning. The report of
the commissionmustbemade
publicandaccessibletoallthe
stakeholders.

Itis hoped that the govern-
ment would give priority to
amending the Act to ensure
the effective and optimal
functioning of our public uni-
versities.

(The writer is former dean,
Faculty of Arts, Bangalore

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Nov. 13, 2023
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BRIDGING LANGUAGE DIVIDE

Mothertonguefirst

Kannadamediumin
schools should happen.
Notonlyisitpossible, but
itisalsoimperative for
strengthening inclusive
education

GURUMURTHY KASINATHAN

knowing that the instructions were

in Russian. You would understand
nothing. In a poignant scene from the
Hindi movie, Taare Zameen Par, the
parents of Ishaan, who is dyslexic, are
asked to read Chinese and learn. They
struggle and fail. Thisis what happens
tothousandsofIndian childrenwhoare
enrolled in English-medium schools,
though they do not hear English at
home. Manylose interest, and asignif-
icantnumber drop out.

Educators stress the importance of
using the mother tongue in the early
yearsof education, asserting thatteach-
ing in an unfamiliar language hinders
learning. A recent study by the Gyan
Vigyan Samiti in Jharkhand found
that students speaking tribal languag-
es struggle in Hindi-medium govern-
mentschools. Conversely,when Odisha
changed the medium of instruction in
government schools, in districts with
large tribal populations, from Odiya
(the state language) to Saora and oth-
er tribal languages, it significantly im-
proved studentlearning. The National
Education Policy 2020 recommends
the mother tongue as a medium of in-
struction. Yet Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah courted controversy
when he recently batted for Kanna-
da-medium schools. Of course, ‘Kan-
nada medium’should connote mother
tongue education for all Kannadigas.
This implies schools offering instruc-
tion in Tamil, Telugu, Marathi, Urdu,
Konkani, and Tulu, languages spo-
ken in numerous Kannadiga homes.
And languages like Hindi, Nepali,
Bengali, and Marwari are spoken by
migrant communities.

Educators opine that English (or
any ‘second language’) can be more
easily learned once the child is com-
fortably learning through the home
language, as the home language can
serve as a bridge to support ‘second
language’ learning. This is why a sec-
ondlanguageisusuallyrecommended
to be introduced after a few years of
formal schooling.

Imagine youjoineda coursewithout

Pedagogical-political conflict

However, parents, viewing English
as crucial for socio-economic mobil-
ity, prefer English-medium schools.
Government schools, mostly offer-
ing Kannada-medium education, see
declining enrolments, while private

dium of their instruction. Mandating
Kannada in government schools might
not solve the problem, as parents may
optfor ‘Englishmedium’schools wher-
ever possible. English-medium private
schoolswill continue to proliferate,and
childreninsuchschoolswho havelittle
or no support for English at home will
suffer. They are unlikely to learn Eng-
lish,and what’sworse, they are unlikely
tolearn other subjects as well.
YetwhatSiddaramaiah wants, asrec-
ommended by educators, isnotimpos-
sible. A child canlearn Englishasalan-
guage while studying other subjectsin
her mothertongue. English proficiency
does not necessitate English-medium
instruction. Schools in Germany, Chi-

na, or Russia teach only in their home
languageinthe primary grades. While
Kannada should be the medium of in-
struction, it is essential to strengthen
teaching Englishasasecond language
in all government schools. Kerala in-
troduced the E-Language Lab (ELL)
English language programme during
the 2022-23 academic year. The ELL
provides ample digital resources—pic-
ture story books, audio stories, and vid-
eos—foran ‘immersive’environmentin
English. ‘Listening’ is the first step in
languagelearning, but thelearnerusu-
ally has only ‘textbooks’ for learning a
language. A textbook can only be read;
‘reading’is a skill that needs emphasis
after acquiring basic language com-
petencies through listening. Students
found the ELL stories engagingand of-
tenlistened to them on their own. This
facilitated interest-driven self-learning
of English, reducing inhibition. ELL
has been effective in strengthening
the English competencies of children
in government and aided schools, po-
tentiallyreversing the move of children
from government to private schools.
The programme shows that digital
technologies can be used for creating,
sharing, storing, and using audio-visual
resources to create an effective ‘listen-
ing rich’ environment in schools. (The
study of the Kerala ELL programme
was conducted by IT for Change along
with the Regional Institute of Educa-

Yet this would not be adequate.
Karnataka must invest significantly in
governmentschools, meeting the basic
requirements outlined in the Right to
Education (RTE) Act, 2009. An An-
nexure in the RTE specifies physical
infrastructure, including adequate
classrooms, toilets, drinking water, a
compound wall, and a playground, as
well assufficientteachers (one teacher
for 30 students). While the RTE made
education a fundamental right for
children, Karnataka’s complianceis at
adismal 23.6% (the Ministry of Educa-
tion’s response to the question in Lok
Sabhain 2021), with a severe shortage
of teachers. Kerala’s relatively better
education system is due to state legis-
lationthat made the ‘teacher tostudent
ratio’30:1a school-level mandate; oth-
er states compute this ratio at a state
level, which leadsto teacher shortages
in larger schools. Also, ad hoc or guest
teacher recruitment cannot ensure
quality education. School maintenance
and development budgets are patheti-
callyinadequate. A primaryschool with
even 100 students would need more
than Rs 1 lakh every year; current al-
locations average less than Rs 10,000.
The government’s thinking that
poor people can do with poorly re-
sourced (government) schools is in-
herently iniquitous.

Secondly, the government must
close down private schools that do
not comply with RTE and are unlikely
to. Most schools that depend wholly

on parent fees cannot meet RTE
norms. The small percentage of elite
schools, where parents cover all ex-
penses, should comply with the 25%
admission of children from marginal-
ised sections to provide diverse learn-
ing contexts to students.

Thirdly, a society-wide programme
for building a more informed discus-
sion on the aims and principles of edu-
cationisabsolutelynecessary. Formost
people, education is merely a means
to employment and economic mobil-
ity. However, education is the primary
vehicle for building a better society,
which makes curriculum a complex
political question. Hence, the govern-
ment needs to continuously organise
open public discussions (inand outside
panchayatsand onsocial media) on top-
ics such as home language education,
language learning, the role of digital
technologies, secular education, con-
stitutional morality, the role of commu-
nityineducation, etc. toevolve ashared
and rational understanding and build
political will for progressive education.
Suchreconciliation of pedagogical and
political perspectives would be essen-
tial for ahealthy education system. Pro-
moting the medium of instruction in
the mother tongue would also protect
and promotethelinguisticdiversity and
cultural wealth of our country.

(Thewriterisateachereducator,and

schools promote English as the me- tioni South India.} direcrorof [T for Chance)
Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Nov. 16, 2023
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‘Caste’less NEP
can’tachieve equity

KARAMALA AREESH KUMAR
AND PRAJWALTV

ocial reformers like Joti-

ba Phule and Ambedkar

believed that education
was the only means to over-
come untouchability and caste
discrimination. Caste, a social
stratification system unique
to India, remains a significant
factorin educationalaccessand
opportunities. Reservations for
students and facultyinacadem-
icinstitutions play a vital role in
thesocio-economicand cultural
upliftment of the majority pop-
ulation under the Socially and
Economically Disadvantaged
Groups (SEDGs). Caste-based
discrimination in educational
institutions has denied oppor-
tunitiesand access to education
for manystudents from margin-
alised and Dalit communities.
While the debate on reserva-
tionsin educationislong-stand-
ing, it is considered the mini-
mum necessary for affirmative
action towards the SEDGs. In
this context, the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) 2020 failed
tomentioncasteandreservation
provisionsinthe document. De-
spite its focus on quality, skill,
and job-oriented education,
the NEP received criticism
from state governments, edu-
cationalists, and marginalised
and disabled communities. The
absence of explicitreferencesto
“caste” in the policy document
raises concerns about whether
the NEP adequately address-
es discrimination, social bias,
and historical disadvantages
affecting students from mar-
ginalised caste backgrounds.
It also appears to downplay the
significance of reservations, as
it does not explicitly mention
the continuation or enhance-
ment of reservation quotas in
academic institutions, a move
that could have serious implica-
tionsforstudentsseekingaccess
toqualityeducation. Thepolicy’s
silenceon this matterraisescon-
cerns about its commitment to
ensuring equitable educational
opportunities forall, asit claims
initsintroduction.

While the policy highlights
the importance of diversity, it
lacks specific provisions, time-
frames,and strategiestoaddress
the challengesfaced by minority
students. Issues suchas cultural
sensitivity and the representa-
tion of various linguistic and
religious identities in syllabi be-
come crucial for creating a truly
inclusive and just society. The

educationbutfailstoaddressthe
history of tribes, castes, and the
division of Indian society based
on the Varna system, which de-
nied Dalitstherighttoeducation
for centuries.

The concept of multiple
entry and exit points in higher
education, allowing students to
leave and re-enter degree pro-
grammes, inadvertently affects
marginalised communities,who
often face financial and social
pressuresandaresusceptibleto
dropping outat these entry-exit
pointsaltogether.

Private agencies and prof-
it-oriented organisations are
dominating the Indian educa-
tion system, which has resulted
in shutting down publicschools
and educational institutions.
The privatisation of education
severely affected marginalised
community students, and NEP
does not provide a specific
roadmap in which privatisation
would not lead to a two-tiered
education system where quality
education becomes a privilege
for the few who can afford it,
leaving the majority of Dalit stu-
dentsand othersdisadvantaged.

While the NEP 2020 pre-
sents a vision for the future of
education in India, it falls short
inaddressing the complexissue
of caste. The policy’s lack of ex-
plicit references to caste, reser-
vations, fellowships for Dalits,
and strategies to mitigate drop-
out rates among marginalised
students raises concerns about
its commitment to providing
quality education and building
anequitableandjustsociety, the
corefocusof NEP. Theeducation
system has the potential to be a
powerful tool for social change,
but it can only achieve this if it
confronts and dismantles the
barriers that caste continues to
impose onaccess.

Due to political differences
and misunderstandings, only a
few state governments, includ-
ing Karnataka, Gujarat, and
Madhya Pradesh,implemented
NEP-2020. However, the Con-
gress governmentin Karnataka
decidedtoscraptheNEPandan-
nounceda State Education Poli-
cy instead. The governments at
the state and Centre should pri-
oritise Dalits, backward classes,
thedisabled, Muslims,and other
marginalisedgroupsintheired-
ucation policiestoprovidebetter
and quality educationtoall.

(Kumaris head, and Prajwal
TVisaresearchscholar, Dept. of
International Relations, Peace
& Public Policy, St Joseph’s

NEP also Erioritises skill-based Urzz‘versz‘ﬁ Benﬁa[uru‘

Source: Deccan Herald, p.7, Nov. 16, 2023
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Cap on medical seats: State
govt. demands permanent
rollback of guidelines

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

The State government has
opposed the National
Medical =~ Commission’s
(NMC) decision to defer
guidelines for cap on med-
ical seats in the States by a
year and has demanded
that the policy be rolled
back permanently.

NMC in August earlier
this year notified guide-
lines which capped the
medical seats in a State at
100 seats per 10 lakh pop-
ulation. In a public notifi-
cation issued on Novem-
ber 15, NMC has said the
implementation of these
guidelines was deferred
by a year and they will
now come into force from

the academic year
2025-26.
As per these guidelines,

it would be a long time be-
fore the State could add
even a single medical seat.
In proportion to the 6.73
crore estimated popula-
tion of the State, medical
seats in the State should
be capped at 6,700 seats,
when the State already
had 11,745 medical seats.

‘No authority’

“The NMC has no authori-
ty to issue these guide-
lines. It is highly objec-
tionable. And we will not
agree to its implementa-
tion ever, so there is no
point in it being deferred.
We demand that the gui-
delines be rolled back per-

Several States, which have more seats than the cap that was sought

to be imposed and had further plans to expand medical education,
have opposed the guidelines vehemently. FILE PHOTO

National Medical
Commission in
August notified
guidelines capping
the medical seats in a
State at 100 seats per

10 lakh population

manently. The Govern-
ment of Karnataka will
write to the NMC and the
Union government taking
strong objection to the de-
cision of just deferring the
unfair guidelines and not
rolling them back,” said
Medical Education Minis-
ter Sharan Prakash Patil.
Several States, especial-
ly South Indian States,
which have more seats
than the cap that was
sought to be imposed and

had further plans to ex-
pand medical education in
their States, including Kar-
nataka, had opposed the
guidelines vehemently.

The NMC notification
on November 15 said: “A
decision has been taken
by the Undergraduate
Medical Education Board
(UGMEB), National Medi-
cal Commission that the
‘Objective’ clause under
Chapter-1 of “Guidelines
for Under Graduate Cours-
es under Establishment of
New Medical Institutions,
Starting of New Medical
Courses, Increase of Seats
for Existing Courses & As-
sessment and Rating Regu-
lations-2023”, shall be im-
plemented from academic
year 2025-26”.

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Nov. 17, 2023
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Environment

Bioresource-based firms told
to register by January 6

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

aysafter Forest, Ecology

and Environment Min-

ister Eshwar Khandre’s
intervention, the Karnataka
Biodiversity Board has invited
companiesusing thebiological
resources in the state to regis-
ter themselvesas per the law by
January6.

The Biological Diversity Act
came into force two decades
agoandthedetailed guidelines
toimplementits features were
issued in 2014, the Board has
struggled to enforce the rules
aimed at conserving the biodi-
versityand equitable sharing of
benefitsarising outof commer-
cialuse ofbiological resources.

Under the Access and Ben-
efit Sharing (ABS) rules, the
tradersextracting herbs, plants
and other biological resources

chase price while companies
manufacturing products have
topay 3%to5&of the purchase
price. The companies using bio
resources for commercial use
also had the option of paying
the benefit sharing of 0.1% to
0.5% based on the turnover
fromthe annual grossex-facto-
rysalesafter the taxes. Besides
sharing of benefits, the rules
seektocheckover exploitation
ofresources.

However, the Biodiversity
Management Committees
(BMC) that had to be set up at
everylocalbodywhichwerein-
strumental to enforce the ABS
ruleswerenotformed foryears.
When the Board finally started
enforcing therules, thetraders
and companies took the legal
route to block the efforts.

“Last year alone, we filed
casesagainst 30 companies for
failing to comply with the ABS

alreadygotastayfromthe High
Court of Karnataka. Now, the
legal battle will determine how
farwe canbe effectiveinimple-
menting the rules. We are now
creatingawarenessamong the
companies to encourage them
to register as bio resource us-
ers,whichwill pave the way for
easy management of biodiver-
sity,”a senior official said.

Last week, Khandre in-
structed the Board to give one
more opportunity to the com-
panies. “Registration is man-
datory. However, considering
that many have not done it yet,
give them a time of 60 days to
comply,” hesaid.

The Board will look into the
applications for ex-post-facto
approvals and conduct a hear-
ing to understand if the appli-
cant had a reasonable justifi-
cation forthe delay. Thosewho
fail to apply will face action as

haveto Eaxl% to 3% ofthe pur- rules. About 20 of them have Eerthe rule,anotification said.
Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, Nov. 11, 2023
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Deepavali: Marginal dip in
air pollution levels this year

We had created awareness in Bengaluru to protect it from becoming a gas chamber like Delhi, says Minister

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

hen compared
WWith the pre-
vious year,

some parts of Bengaluru
saw a marginal dip in the
air pollution levels during
the three days of Deepavali
(November 12-14), accord-
ing to the data from Karna-
taka State Pollution Con-
trol Board (KSPCB).

The data showed that
the average Air Quality In-
dex (AQI) in the KSPCB sta-
tion of Jayanagara on the
first day of Deepavali was
214 this year whereas it was
254 in the previous year.

On the second day, it
was 312 (very poor catego-
ry) in 2022 whereas this
year, it was 248 (poor cate-
gory). The average AQI for
the three days was 234
against the previous year’s
257.

Similarly, at the Kavika
station the AQI levels were
under the very poor cate-
gory (301 - 400) on all
three days whereas this
year, on the first day, it was
just 171 which falls under
the moderate category.
The AQI levels on the other
two days were 212 and 252,
respectively.

A similar pattern was al-
so noticed in the Silk Board
station. However, when

Comparison of AQI during Deepavali

Station Average AQI Average AQI
in 2022 in 2023

City railway station 105 113
Saneguruvanahalli 92 94
Hebbal 156 172
Jayanagar 257 234
Kavika 313 212
NIMHANS 101 171
Silk Board 263 224
Peenya - 111

compared with the pre-
Deepavali numbers, there
was a definite spike in all
stations. On November 5,
this year, the AQI at Jaya-
nagara was 43, at Kavika it
was 42 and at Silk Board
station, it was just 35, the
data showed.

In all the other stations
in Bengaluru and most sta-
tions across the State,
there was an increase in
the AQI levels when com-
pared to the previous year.

Noise pollution

“Across the State, includ-
ing Bengaluru, there have
been some variations in air
quality because of Deepa-
vali firecrackers. But the
noise pollution levels have
come down. We had creat-
ed awareness in Bengaluru
to protect it from becom-
ing a gas chamber like Del-
hi. However, the pollution

Source - KSPCB

levels were not as low as
we had expected,” said
Eshwar Khandre, Forest
and Ecology Minister.

Other cities

However, when compared
to other cities in the coun-
try, Bengaluru performed
better in terms of pollution
this year according to a re-
port released by National
Clean Air Programme
tracker. The tracker ana-
lysed PM 2.5 levels in 11
capital cities on the day be-
fore Deepavali (November
11), the day of Deepavali
(November 12) and the day
after Deepavali (November
13) based on the data from
the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board.

According to it, Benga-
luru recorded lower PM 2.5
averages this year when
compared to 2022 on all
three days.

Source: The Hindu, p.3, Nov 16, 2023
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‘Monitors not suited for
hyperlocal hotspots’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The air pollution monitor-
ing stations of Karnataka
State Pollution Control
Board (KSPCB) in Bengalu-
ru are located in areas like
city railway station, Heb-
bal, Peenya, and NIM-
HANS where there are not
many residences.

Since the bursting of fi-
recrackers takes place
mostly in residential
areas, experts believe that

these monitoring stations
might not be able to cap-
ture the pollution levels
accurately.

“As it is a cost intensive
equipment and process,
they (KSPCB) cannot cover
every residential neigh-
bourhood where firecrack-
ers are blasted. Hence,
these monitors might not
be best suited to capture
hyper local hotspots of
pollution,” said R. Subra-
manian, Sector Head - Air
Quality at CSTEP.

324 cases filed for violation
of firecracker norms

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

During Deepavali, the pol-
ice have filed 324 cases in
connection with selling
crackers without obtaining
licence and bursting crack-
ers beyond permitted time
frame in the city.

The police have filed 19

burst crackers. The cases
were filed between Novem-
ber 10 and 14.

Enforcing rules
A press note said the police
have been vigilant to en-
force the rules in order to
avoid firecracker related
tragedies in the city.

The government



Action plan to help make
city carbon neutral by 2050

DKS reviews draft,
suggests minor
changes

. A

BENGALURU, DHNS

fter Mumbai and Chen-

nai, Bengaluru is draft-

ing its first Climate
Action Plan (CAP), which is
designed toserveasablueprint
for the city to become carbon
neutral by 2050.

Theplan,comprisinga total
of 269 actions, was finalised at
a meeting chaired by Deputy
Chief Minister DK Shivakumar
on Wednesday.

Bengaluru is the co-lead of
the Global Air Quality Network
for the C40 Cities global net-
work, comprising nearly 100
mayors from the world’s lead-
ing cities who have come to-
gether to confront the climate
crisis. Other Indian cities are
Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkata, Chen-
nai,and Ahmedabad.

BBMP’'srole

On Wednesday, Shivakumar,
also the Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister, reviewed the
draftaction plan and is said to
have suggested some minor

launched in a couple of weeks
astwo other cities have already
launched the programme. Out
of 269 actions, the BBMP will
be the ‘primary’ responsible
agency for about 143 actions.

The World Resource Insti-
tute (WRI), a global consul-
tant, came up with 269 actions
across seven sectors such as
stationary energy and build-
ings, transportation, solid
waste management, air qual-
ity, water, urban planning,
greening & biodiversity as
well as disaster management.
Thedraftwasreportedly final-
ised after consulting different
departments and non-profit
organisations.

The objective of the Benga-
luru Climate Action Plan, offi-
cialssaid,isaimed at mitigating
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emis-
sions from the city and build-
ing resilience against climate
change-induced hazards.

Asapartofthe programme,
WRI has prepared a city-level
GHG inventory for 2019 (base
year), analysed climate data of
30years,and studied extensive
geospatial data to assess haz-
ards, vulnerabilities and risks.

Some of the climate and
environmental hazards iden-
tified for Bengaluru are urban
heat, urban flooding, droughts,
thunderstorms and lightning

B’luru’s climate
resilience blueprint
Environmental
hazards
m Urban heat

m Urban flooding

m Droughts

m Thunderstorms and
lightning

m Air pollution

Recommended actions

m Establishing institu-
tional mechanisms
and capacities

m Developing resilient
infrastructure

m Enhancing data sys-
tems

m Securing finance
mechanisms

m Strengthening govern-
ance and regulatory
frameworks

al mechanisms and capacity,
infrastructure, data systems,

aswell asair pollution. Among finance, governance and reg-

changes. The Elan is likelxto be theactionsincludeinstitution- ulaton_"x mechanisms etc.
Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Nov. 16, 2023
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Health

Door-to-door health screening
under Gruha Arogya hkely by Jan

Scheme awaits approval

by the State Cabinet

UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
BENGALURU,DHNS

eople aged 30 years and
Pabove in Karnataka will

soon be able to avail of
door-to-door screening and
testing for non-communicable
diseasesasthestategovernment
isallsettorolloutthe ‘GruhaAr-
ogya’scheme.

While the scheme awaits ap-
proval bythe Cabinet, the Health
department officials, expect the
first phase of screenings and
drug procurement to begin by
January next year in eight dis-
tricts, including Ramanagara
and Dakshina Kannada.

Funded by the National
Health Mission (NHM), the

schemewill enable teams oftwo
to four people, including a com-
munity health officer (CHO),
ASHA workers, and primary
healthcare officers, to conduct
door-to-door screening of and
raise awareness about hyper-
tension, diabetes, and cervical,
breastand mouth cancers.
Once the scheme is ap-
proved, the Health and Fam-
ily Welfare department will
procure the necessary medi-
cation and testing equipment
with the state’s grant worth
Rs 69.15 crore and the 15th
Finance Commission’s grant
worthRs13.27 crore, respetively.
Overapproximatelyl6weeks,
these teams from each Health
and Welfare Centre (HWC) will

-t

Theschemeis funded by the National Health Mission.

visit 20 homeseachonMondays,
Wednesdaysand Fridays, cover-
ing nearly 1,000 homes under
each HWCin thetime period.
For instance, if the officers
detect the possibility of cancer
among residents, they will be
referred to the nearest commu-
nityhealth centreortaluk hospi-
tal for confirmation and further
course of treatment. Similarly,
people with suspected cases of
diabetes and hypertension will
receive teleconsultation from
doctors,andif confirmed, medi-

cation for three months.

The CHOs will update any
positive cases on the NCD
(Non-Communicable Diseas-
es) portal with their ABHA IDs
to create a database of people
with these diseases and help
them access the necessary
medicines. They will also put
up colour-coded Gruha Arogya
stickers outside homes, which
will also indicate the health sta-
tusoftheresidents.

All the health officers will be
trained in phases, beginnin:

Divisions

m Eight districts across four
divisions to be covered in the
first phase:

m Ramanagara and Tumakuru
in the Bengaluru division

m Belagavi and Gadag in the
Belagavi division

m Ballari and Yadgir in the
Kalaburagi division

m Dakshina Kannada and My-
suru in the Mysuru division

with the state-level trainings in
December, said an official.

At the state-level, the district
health and family welfare of-
ficers, district survey officers,
programme co-ordinators, and
other officers will be trained un-
der the supervision of the NHM
campaigndirector. Subsequent-
ly, all the taluk medical officers,
CHOs, primary healthcare offi-
cersand other personnel will be
trained.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, Nov. 11, 2023
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K’taka to roll out action plan to
combat antimicrobial resistance

BENGALURU, DHNS

fter afive-year delay, Kar-

A;lataka may finally have

n action plan to com-

bat Antimicrobial Resistance
(AMR).

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Dinesh GunduRaoon
Friday, directed the officials to
developa planthatwould focus
on chalking out a strategic im-
plementable roadmap to com-
bat AMR in Karnataka.

“We should develop a de-
tailed state action plan that is
notmerely restricted to listing
priorities and objectives but
also sets out a strategic imple-
mentable roadmap to combat
AMR in Karnataka. All stake-
holders should step up efforts
to raise public awareness on
this global menace,” he said.

AMR occurs when patho-
genschange over timeandstop
responding to medicines, mak-
ing infections harder to treat.

“Overexposing pathogens
to antimicrobial drugs due to
abuse or misuse enables the

pathogens acquire resistance
against the drug. As a result,
we have been witnessing an
increasing number of bacte-
rial and viral infections - such
as pneumonia, tuberculosis,
gonorrhea, and salmonellosis
—which are resistant to antimi-
crobial drugs, thereby making
ithardertotreatthem,”astate-
ment by the healthdepartment
said.

No new classes of antibiot-
ics have come on the market
for more than 25 years and
without effective antimicro-
bials, the success of modern
medicine in treating infec-
tionswould beatanincreased
risk.

“The cost of AMR to the
economy is significant, caus-
ing unprecedented numbers
of AMR-related death and
disability, creating prolonged
illness, longer hospital stays,
and increasing the need for
more expensive medicinesand
financial challenges for those
impacted,’ the statement said.

Considering these factors

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, Nov. 11, 2023
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and given that the UN has de-
clared AMR as one of the top
ten global public health threats
humanity is facing, Rao urged
the public not to consume an-
tibiotics unless prescribed by a
doctor.




9% of women detected with
breast cancer after its spread

Diagnosed At Localised Stage In Only 30% Of Indian Women

DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Only 30% wom-
en in India get diagnosed
with breast cancer when the
disease is still localised or,
to put it simply, confined to
the breast.

Most women (59% ) get di-
agnosed when the disease
has already spread outside
the breast to nearby struc-
tures or lymph nodes.

Worse, there are still 1%
of women who are diagnosed
with cancer that has spread to
distant parts of the body such
as thelungs, liver or bones.

Thesearesome of thefind-
ings of a new study published
in the journal JAMA Oncolo-
gy that quantifies for the first
time the global partition of
stage at diagnosis of breast
cancer in women across 81
countries worldwide.

The study, a collaborative
international effort that was
led by the International Agen-
cy for Research on Cancer, in-
vestigated the stage at which
more than 20 lakh women
were diagnosed with breast
cancer, over thepast threedec-
ades and across different
countries and world regions.

For India, the data from 28
population based cancer reg-
istries was included in the
analysis coordinated by the
ICMR-NCDIR, Bengaluru.

“Advanced stage of breast

CAUSE OF CONCERN

Breast cancer
(in a year)

Why is the stage at
diagnosis important?

» Early diagnosis, when
the cancer is still localised,
can be curable. However,
as cancer spreads to
surrounding tissues and
organs, it becomes difficult
to manage and, therefore,
raises the risk of associated
morbidity and mortality

Stage at diagnosis in India

30% | 119% pistant
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599% Regional
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What needs to be done?
> Raise awareness about
early detection of breast
cancer in the community

> Women should be
encouraged to have
themselves screened

at least 2 times in their
lifetime under the

National Programme on
Noncommunicable Diseases

_\\

cancer was present in higher
proportions in older age
groups of women, than mid-
dle aged and young women,”
Dr Prashant Mathur, director
of ICMR-NCDIR told TOI.

In comparison, less than
10% of the women with breast
cancer in most of the coun-
tries in North America, Eu-
rope, and Oceania were diag-
nosed with distant metastatic
disease. In sub-Saharan Afri-
can countries, however, up to
30% women were diagnosed

with late-stage distant meta-
static tumours.

Breast cancer is the most
common cancer type world-
wide and the leading cause of
death from cancer in women.
Early detection and timely di-
agnosis increase the chances
for curative treatment and
lead to better survival out-
comes, according tothe IARC.
Dr Abhishek Shankar, assist-
ant professor, radiation oncol-
ogy at AIIMS, the five-year
survival rate for women diag-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.9, Nov. 11, 2023
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nosed with breast cancer con-
fined to breast (local disease)
is 95-100 whereas for regional
and distant metastatic dis-
ease it reduced to 80-85% and
25-30% respectively.

“Breast cancer starts with
alump in the breast and it can
spread to other quadrants as
thesize of thelump increases.
It can reach the regional axil-
lary lymph node (small lumps
of tissue) which is the first
drainage area along with the
other lymph nodes of the
body. It can also spread to oth-
er organs like lung, liver,
brain and bone through blood
circulation,” he explained.

Dr Harshad Joshi, senior
gastroenterologist at Nana-
vati Max hospital said, “I re-
cently saw apatient,a58-year-
old woman, who came with
jaundice and ascites (accu-
mulation of fluid in the abdo-
men), prima facie it looked
likeliver disease with compli-
cation. When we investigated
further, we found the patient
had a large breast mass with
spread toliver. When we ques-
tioned about breast mass, she
mentioned she ignored it feel-
ing it’s just some lump, even
though there was blood dis-
charge from breast - she just
ignored it.” He added that
had the woman taken early
steps, she waseasily treatable
and here now she’s stage 4
breast cancer — amenable to
only palliative care.



e-management system to weed out corruption in healthcare

since he took over as

Minister for Health and
Family Welfare Dinesh Gun-
du Rao has his hands full. He
hasrolled out several new

schemes like Gruha Arogya

that entails door-to-door
healthscreening, besides
taking up comprehes re-
view of the existing schemes
tostreamline implementa-
tion. Heis also pushing for
rehauling the ‘108'ambu-
lance systemand introducing
Artificial Intelligence (Al) to
enhance efficiency of public
healthcare system, besides
putting together an e-man-
agement system toweed out
corruption.

In an exclusive interview
with Nina C George of DH,
Dinesh spells out his vision
for strengthening the health-
care system. Excerpts:

In justabout sixmonths

You launched the Platform
for Research, Integrated
Surveillance and Manage-
ment of Health (PRISM-H]

for disease surveillance in
Karnataka. How robust is
this system in helping to
monitor and predict spread
of disease ahead of time?
We want to study and un-
derstand how effectively this
system can forewarn about
or predict outbreak of diseas-
es. So far, the feedback has
been positive and it is said to
be agood tracking system. At
present, this has been devel-
oped to track dengue or any
other vector-borne diseases.
It was specifically developed
during the period when the
cases were increasing, It will
be extended to track other
diseases, depending on how
good a predictive analysis it
offers.

You had mentioned that
cases of medical negligence
will be taken seriously and
asystem will be putin place
to assess staff performance.
How far has this pro-
gressed?
Wearein the

rocess of de-

veloping an e-management
system which will help us
analyse how doctors and par-
amedical staff are perform-
ing. The tenders have gone
forapproval. This robust
system will be rolled outina
year’s time and it will help us
achieve efficiency in health
system. We will have infor-
mation on how each hospital
and healthcare system is
faring, how many surgeries
each doctor has performed,
inaddition to in-patient and
out-patient analysis. This will
help weed out corruption and
provide good healthcare.

How well prepared is Kar-
nataka under your govern-
ment to address outbreaks
like Covid in future?
Weare well prepared
because the control rooms
and protocols are already

in place. We have enough
equipment, in terms ofoxy
gen cylindcrs. ICU beds
tilators
hospi

Dinesh Gundu Rao.

infrastructure. There are
regular reviews of vaccina-
tions and updates on districts
thatare falling behind and
why. Efforts are on to bring

The first stage of Gruha
Arogyawillroll outin eight
districts. It will, in phases,
cover in all districts by end of
next year. This scheme will
offer door-to-door health-
care, Cases of hypertension,
diabetes or anything that can
be detected through oral ex-
amination are covered under
this scheme. Those affected
will be given free treatment.
We will procure medicines
and give it to people through
apackage system. The idea is
to first control diabetes and
hypertension, the root causes
for almost all ailments. Even-
tually, we will extend this to
cover detection of breast and

down maternal mortalityand  cervical cancer.
infant mortality rates.

How is the enrolment of
Your new scheme Gruha private hospitals in Yashas-
Arogya intends to offer wini health scheme that
health check-ups atthe seeks to provide assistance
doorsteps of villagers to farmers and weaker sec-
through mobile units having tions going on? Theinitial
medical p and was poor.
diagnosticequipment.How  Karnataka is at the forefront

is it progressing?

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Nov. 13, 2023
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of states that have got private

hospitals empaneled under
this scheme. The problem
right now is the non-revi-
sion of charges for various
procedures over the last

five years as per Ayushman
Bharat-Arogya Karnataka
scheme. Representatives of
private hospitals have been
asking us to revise these rates
because they find it difficult
to bear the cost. We will soon

ing passed without scrutiny.
We have put in place a techni-
cal committee which will look
into bringing in transparency
in the tender process. It
willalso do a comparative
analysis of how ambulances
are operating in four or five
states. We will use these
findings to revive our system
efficiently.

putupaproposal toincrease  You have been pushing
the rates. for bringing in Al into the
healthcare system. Tell us
The tenders for ‘108’ aboutit?
ambulances havenotbeen  Alisthe way forward. This
floated ye! and the promise ;,Lwcrnment w1H push for
of con- Al dicine, tele-ICUs
nectivity r and Al-enabled screenings.
Why? Every district hospital will

Karnataka was an exempla-
rystate in operating ‘108
ambulances when it was first
launched in 2008. But over
the years, we have fallen be-
hind because things have not
been done with due diligence
and different players have
tried to scuttle the tendering
rocess, with the tenders be-

soon have digital x-rays.
Only Al can help us do mass
screenings, detection and
prevention of diseases. We
are also working with differ-
ententities such as Centre for
Cellular And Molecular Plat-
forms. Will will take expert
advice to see how Al can be
taken to grassroots level.
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Eligible families waiting to
avail of guarantee benefits

v

VARSHA GOWDA
BENGALURU, DHNS

ager to access the bene-
Eﬁts of the Anna Bhagya

and Gruha Lakshmi
schemes, thousands of eligi-
ble families in the state have
been waiting to apply for ra-
tion cards. Unfortunately, the
application process was closed
before the elections as 2.95
lakh pendingapplicationswere
pending since March 2023.
Officials say applications have
been pending the approval of
the government.

Shashi Kumar, a resident
of Karadi village, Bagalkot
district, for instance, applied
for a ration card just before
the election. The Anna Bhag-
ya scheme, he thought, would
mitigate food expenses for his
family of three. At thetime, the
costof gas, vegetables and food
grainshadincreased exponen-
tially.

“I'was told that the applica-
tion is rejected. I was not giv-
en a reason. Officials told me
to come back in two months,”
he says. Two months later, he
was told that applications for

new ration cards were closed.
“Ihave been waiting since,” he
says.

Virupama, a Koppal-based
grassroots activist, explains
that the procedure to get a ra-
tion card has slowed down over
the past two years.

“Other volunteers and I are
actively intervening in at least
10 such cases where people
have been trying to get a ra-
tion card,” she says. In many
of these cases, Virupama says
applicationsarerejected with-
out cause and applicants are
left guessing, adding or sub-
tracting from their documents,
hoping thatthe attempt would
be successful.

“I understand that there is
reason for caution on the part
of officialsin issuing new appli-
cations due to misuse. There
are several instances that I
have witnessed where even
landowners get BPL ration
cardsin theirwives’'names, but
because of this overt suspicion
poor peoplearealsosuffering,”
she says. The solution, in her
opinion, is to conduct spot
checksto determine the size of
a household, living conditions

Gender

2.95 lakh applications seeking
ration cards pendmg in state

il
‘l'- «

Itis not clear when people will be allowed to file
fresh applications for ration cards. bH FILE PHOTO

VIRUPAMA, Activist

| understand that there is reason for caution on the
part of officials in issuing new applications due to

misuse. There are several instances that | have witnessed
where even landowners get BPL ration cards in their wives'
names, but because of this overt suspicion poor people are

also suffering.

and need fora ration card.

In Yadgir district, another
family of four has been similar-
ly trying to apply for a ration
card. Thimmeswamy (name
changed) was a migrant work-
ing in Goa. After years of try-
ingtomake ends meetthrough
seasonal work, he finally set-
tled down in Yadgir.

“We do not have land. My
wife and Iwork as agricultural
labourers. The schemes that
have been putin place are ben-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3, Nov. 13, 2023
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efitting our neighbours, butwe
arenotinluck,” he says. Thim-
meswamy applied for a ration
card this time last year, he has
followed up every other month
since tono avail.

Changes and
modifications

Another complaint, as Vas-
antha,adomestic worker from
Hassan city, narrates is the in-
ordinate delaysin carrying out
correctionsin the ration cards.

“My children have grown up
andleftmyhouse.lamnotable
toremove them frommyration
card.Thave even been removed
from the BPL categoryastheir
incomes are counted as well,”
shesays.

From October she hasbeen
trying to remove the names of
hersonand daughter,whoare
now married and have families
of their own. “Ireached when
I was told to come to the food
office in my district. They pro-
cessed only 20 applications.
However, before my turn
came, the computer operators
told me that there was a serv-
er issue and turned me back,”
shesays.

Kanaga Valli M, Commis-
sioner of the Food and Civil
Supplies Department, explains
that since there was a huge de-
mandtoavail of the Anna Bha-
gyaand direct benefit transfer
schemes, the number of appli-
cations for changes in ration
cards increased from 53,000
in Augustand September com-
bined to 1.8 lakh in October.
“We had some server issues
initially because of the load,
but have overcome it and have
processed 1.3lakhapplications
in October,” she says.

Additionally, the processing
of pending applicationsfornew
ration cards began last week,
she clarifies. It is not clear,
however, when people will be
allowed to file fresh applica-
tions for ration cards.
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Governance

Ragi malt to be given to children from
next month as additional supplement

Minister Madhu Bangarappa says Karnataka has decided to upgrade 3,000 schools as Karnataka Public Schools, particularly in rural areas

students in the morning. FILEPHOTO

Ragi malt will be given as an additional supplement along with milk, under Ksheera Bhagya scheme, to

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Nov. 17, 2023
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The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he Karnataka go-
Tvemment has de-
cided to give ragi

malt as an additional sup-
plement along with milk
(in Ksheera  Bhagya
scheme) to students in the
morning in all government
and  government-aided
schools in the State.
“Earlier, we had imple-
mented distribution of ragi
malt to schoolchildren in
two districts as a pilot pro-
ject and it is successful.
Therefore, we have decid-
ed extend this project
across the State and it will
be launched from Decem-
ber 2023,” said Madhu Ban-
garappa, Minister for the
Department of School Edu-
cation and Literacy on

Thursday. Speaking at a
press conference after a
meeting with Deputy Di-
rectors of the department
at Vikasa Soudha, he said,
“To attract children to-
wards government
schools, we have decided
to upgrade 3,000 schools
as  Karnataka  Public
Schools (KPS), particularly
in rural areas and one
school for two gram pan-
chayats across the State in
three years. Around 600
school will be upgraded for
the next academic year.”

Successful model

“The concept of KPS
schools is successful in the
State and these schools are
popular. Parents have
shown interest in admit-
ting their children to those
schools. These schools off-

er classes from kindergar-
ten to class 12 in the same
compound, along with En-
glish-medium sections. We
will upgrade the schools
with proper infrastructure
and all the facilities, in-
cluding extra curricular ac-
tivities, through the Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility
(CSR) fund,” he added.

Mr. Bangarappa added,
“We have plan to collect
around 32,500 crore of
CSR fund for the schools’
development from corpo-
rate companies and NGOs.
The department is waiting
for that fund. Azim Premji
University is one of the
private sector organisa-
tions that have expressed
interest in working with us.
Efforts are being made to
improve class 10 and 12 re-
sults,” he explained.



Energydeptto
deploy ‘Master
Trainers'to
implement solar
pump scheme

BENGALURU, DHNS: Aim-
ing to make the best use of
the Central government
subsidy available for the
installation of solar-pow-
ered Irrigation Pumpsets
(IP Sets) under the Pradhan
MantriKisan Urja Suraksha
Evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan
(PM-KUSUM) scheme, the
state energy department
will soon appoint ‘Master
Trainers’ for every district.
Thetrainerswill guide farm-
ers and help them reap the
benefits of the scheme.

Pointing out that close to
40% of the power generated
inthestateisnow being used
by the traditional IP sets,
Gaurav Gupta, Additional
Chief Secretary, Energy De-
partment, said that the im-
plementation of the scheme
will help both the farmers
and the government.

“Solar technologyis gain-
ing popularityinrural areas
due to easy installation,
quick execution and du-
rability. This also benefits
the governments by reduc-
ing the traditional IP sets.
Hence, the government is
laying special emphasis on
the implementation of the
KUSUM B scheme,” Gupta
said.

Headded thatthe depart-
ment is looking at selecting
vendors to supply these
pumpsets. The department,
on Thursday, conducted a
special training session for
close to 150 officials from
across the ESCOMs. The
training will help officials
address, suggest, resolve
and clarify doubts about
the implementation of the
scheme, the department
said ina statement.

Source: Deccan Herald, p 4., Nov. 17, 2023
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Life and times of
Kanakadasa

K Karunakaran talks about the saint poet's legacy,

andtherelevance of his lessons even today

helegend and teach-

ings of Kanakadasa,

al6th-century poet

and saint reverberate

even to this day. In his
keerthanas, Kanakadasa confront-
ed several superstitious social
beliefs and practices. He undertook
efforts to bringabout reformsin
underprivileged communities by
persuading them to give up tradi-
tional practices and embrace the
changing world.

Kanakadasa effectively used his
songs, poems and music composi-
tions to convey his philosophy and
thoughts, which now constitute an
invaluable legacy. He wrote about
240 Carnatic music ¢ iti

here.

Alarge sabha bhavana (audito-
rium) has been built near the sam-
adhi by the Kaginele Development
Authority (KDA). In the vicinity is
also a beautiful lake called Kanaka's
Lake. This is a life-sustaining
source of water for many villages in
the vicinity.

An excellent garden has come
up near the lake, where the poetis
believed to have worshipped.

Recognising his legacy, the KDA
has developed a beautiful eco-
cum-theme park about 2 km from
Kanaka's Lake, named Kaginele
Kanaka Guru Peetha.

The statue installations in this

depicting incidents from

including keerthanas, ugabhogas
and devotional songs, besides writ-
ing five major literary works.

Ramadhanya chariteis an
allegorical poetic composition on
the conflict between the rich and
the poor classes, where he uses rice
and ragi as an analogy. Inall his
compositions, the poet used simple
Kannada and native metrical
forms. His works reveal a perfect
mastery of Sanskrit and Kannada
literature and show that he was
well-versed in contempo
literature. Most of his compositions
have the mudrika (signature) of
“Kagineleyadikeshava”.

The saint poet was born in Bada
village, Haveri district. His father
was a nayaka (chieftain) of the

park, ¢

the saint’s life, are the resultof a
convention of sculptors held in
2015 called Cement Shilpa Kala
Shibira. The convention saw the

T

Kuruba community. Foll g
the untimely death of his father,
Kanakadasa is believed to have
become the chieftain.

Anew leaf

After being gravely injured in bat-
tle, Kanakadasa dedicated his life to
composing keerthanas.

This decision prompted him to
shift his residence to Kaginele vil-
lage in Byadagi taluk. Kanakadasa
initially worshipped Lord Krishna
as Adikeshava at a small shrine in
Bada. After moving, he is said to
have carried the idol and installed
itatthe present location, withina
new temple in Kaginele Adikesha-
va. Here, it stands in all its glory to
this day. The Adikeshava shrine has
asmall mantapa with a few stone
pillarsin frontand an idol of the
deity inside.

Alittle away from the temple, a
shrine known as Kanaka Dasara
Gaddige was built above the sama-
dhiof the poet in 1842. The shrine
houses a statue of Kanakadasa
holding the tambura. A conch and
the begging bowl, said to have been
used by Kanakadasa, are exhibited

part icipation of emi;

of the Karnataka Shilpa Kala Acad-
emy and the Kannada and Culture
Secretariat.

Actall arched gateway welcomes
us to the beautiful park. We enter a
road flanked by avenue trees. At the
far end, on a raised pedestal, stands
agold-hued statue of Kanakadasa
with the string instrument ekanada
inone hand and a pair of castanets
in the other. He hasa bag and a
blanket thrown over his shoulders.

On the right side of the road,
there are beautiful life-size statue
installations, made of concrete,
covering memorable incidents
from the life and times of the poet.

Inlight of the approaching
Kanakadasa Jayanti, it is hearten-
ing to note that the KDA has played
amajor role in developing these
heritage sites and in popularis-
ing Kanakadasa's thoughts and
literary compositions. However,
itis also important to understand
the moral values that the saint
and poet preached in his lifetime,
particularly when society has
become increasingly fragmented
oncommunal and caste lines.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.12, Nov. 16, 2023
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Heritage endangered: Mysuru grapples
with conservation challenges

The city had 131 notified heritage buildings of varied architectural styles, many of which are crying for greater care and restoration effort

R. Krishna Kumar
MYSURU

or long known as the cultural capital of
Karnataka, with a blend of the
traditional and the modern, Mysuru is
grappling with challenges that have a
negative bearing on its architectural legacy.

The crisis is a lack of serious conservation
initiative by the government in the absence of
which the future looks grim for Mysuru’s heritage
structures.

The city had 131 notified heritage buildings at
the last count, but conservation specialists say
that the number is not less than 500, and an
upward revision of the notified list is a must. And
therein lies the challenge.

Funding issues

Funding for conservation was never a priority for
any of government. Even the existing 131 notified
heritage buildings face financial constraints. Even
if there is an annual grant, it goes towards basic
maintenance, like in case of a few structures that
house government offices. But the available funds
do little to meet the cost of major restoration
work, which is an imperative for many of the
buildings.

“If this is the situation with regard to notified
heritage structures, one can imagine the fate of
the remaining buildings that meet all criteria of
being labelled as a heritage building but will not
be declared as such given the financial
implications,” said Prof. N.S. Rangaraju, who
retired from the Department of Ancient History
and Archaeology, University of Mysore.

Longer the delay in notifying and recognizing
the heritage value of a structure, wider will be the
window of opportunity for land sharks and
developers to buy them from the owners and
raze them to construct commercial complexes.

Many architectural styles

Experts aver that the city landscape does not
have any one specific style of architecture to the
exclusion of others. One finds a tapestry of
different styles dotting the skyline. Hence, it is
easy to recognize both the Indo-Saracenic and the
European Classical interspersed with the
colonial-style bungalows, and occasionally the
Neo Gothic (St. Philomena’s church). These are
being swarmed by the more functional, but less
aesthetic PWD-designed buildings in the present
times.

Though Mysuru’s reference can be found in an
inscription dated to the 10th century, it denotes a
region. But the city as it is known today began to
grow only in the last 250 years, and more so after
the transfer of the capital of the erstwhile
princely state of Mysuru from Srirangapatana to
the present location after the 4th Anglo-Mysore
war in 1799.

The city came into prominence during the
period of the later Wadiyars of whom Nalwadi
Krishnaraja Wadiyar even established a city
improvement trust board for town planning in
1904.

That Mysuru was nothing much to write about
till the latter half of the 19th century is evident
from the communique of Lewin Bentham
Bowring, the Sole Commissioner for
Administration of Mysuru from 186270. He went
on to state that if not for the seat of the sovereign,
the city has little importance. But fast forward to
the late 19th century, especially after the
Rendition in 1881 and the early 20th centuries
when public offices were built, as also the
imposing Amba Vilas Palace, and Mysuru began
to acquire the character of a well-planned city.

‘While the Mysuru palace is the top tourist
attraction and is well-maintained, the
Jaganmohan palace, which houses the art gallery,
underwent extensive restoration during 2018-19.
The funds were raised entirely by the Wadiyar
family.

But there are heritage structures in the public
domain whose conservation is the responsibility
of the government and the local authorities.

Source: The Hindu,

-

The Jayalakshmi Vilas Mansion on the campus of the University of Mysore.

“More than half of 131 notified heritage
buildings require some sort of intervention of
which at least 25 need urgent conservation
measures,” said Prof. Rangaraju who is also the
convenor of INTACH Mysuru.

The 25 buildings include the old DC office,
whose foundation was laid in 1887 and was
inaugurated in 1895. The finial on top of the
octagonal dome is peeling off and is in danger.
Likewise, the Jayalakshmi Vilas Mansion,
Maharaja’s College, the Yuvaraja’s College,
Maharaja’s College Hostel, Government Girls
School on Lalitha Mahal Road, Vasanth Mahal,
which houses the teachers’ training institute,
Vani Vilas Market are some of the structures that
require funding for restoration, said Prof.
Rangaraju.

Jayalakshmi Vilas Mansion

Of all the heritage structures, Jayalakshmi Vilas
Mansion is reckoned to be one of its kind in the
city, and has partially collapsed. Constructed in
1904-05 for Jayalakshmi Ammani, who was the
eldest daughter of Chamaraja Wadiyar and the
sister of Nalwadi Krishnaraja Wadiyar, it is in the
Manasagangotri campus of the University of
Mysore. It has arched colonnades. The interiors
are rich in carving while the fagade has
Corinthian and Ionic columns.

The palatial mansion was transferred to the
varsity by the then maharaja Jayachamaraja
Wadiyar to house the PG departments of the then
nascent varsity. A major conservation initiative
was taken up in 2004 with funding by Infosys
Foundation. The heritage building houses the
folklore museum with a rich collection of
artefacts related to folk history.

But after nearly 20 years, the structure is on
the verge of collapse. A portion of the ceiling
caved in few years ago rendering the entire
structure fragile. Though the University of Mysore
has signed an MoU with a private restoration
firm, it is not clear whether the project will
materialize as the cost has been pegged at 329
crore, said Prof. Rangaraju.

The previous BJP government wanted to house
the Centre of Excellence for Studies in Classical
Kannada in the Jayalakshmi Vilas Mansion.
Though it was perceived that such a move would
serve the twin purpose of housing the Kannada
study centre and also ensure that the structure is
maintained with government funding, there was
opposition from a section of the academicians

p.8, Nov. 17, 2023
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Jamohan Palace in Mysuru houses the art gallery. The
palace underwent extensive restoration during 2018-19.
The funds were raised entirely by the Wadiyar family.

The DC’s office in Mysuru.

who were of the view that the management and
ownership of such an iconic structure should be
vested with the varsity. There are fears that if left
unattended the heritage structure could not last
long.

Amidst this gloomy scenario and like the
proverbial silver lining to the cloud, there is at
least one rare example of timely intervention by
the authorities. This is with respect to the Silver
Jubilee clock tower in the heart of the city.

Cash-strapped MCC
The tower measuring almost 75 feet was erected
to mark the silver jubilee of the reign of Nalwadi
Krishnaraja Wadiyar, and was completed in 1927.
Experts from the District Heritage Conservation
Sub-Committee had time and again warned that
the structure was on the verge of collapse due to
weakening of the foundation.

After years of cajoling, the cash-strapped

Mysuru City Corporation (MCC) agreed to fund
the conservation, which will cost ¥41 lakh, and is
being taken up by the Department of
Archaeology Museums and Heritage. The office of
the Cauvery Command Area Development
Authority (CADA), Ayurvedic College and
Hospital building too have taken up some
measures that are worth emulating.

But these are rare examples, and there are
many buildings that are crying for attention and
require immediate intervention, including the
office of the Mysuru City Corporation, said Prof.
Rangaraju.

“A one-time grant of 500 crore is required as
per a back-of-the envelop calculation for the
conservation of the notified heritage structures of
the city. This should be followed by regular
funding for annual maintenance,” he added.
Even the Mayor sought funding by way of special
grants in the budget, but the plea was ignored.

Amidst the prevailing stupor on the heritage
conservation front, the Department of
Archaeology Museums and Heritage has taken an
initiative and submitted a report to the local
authorities identifying 11 buildings that need to be
prioritized for conservation.

The 11 buildings are Vani Vilas Market, Old DC
office, Fire Brigade Building at Saraswathipuram,
Maharani’s Science College, Government
Certified School for Girls, Maharaja’s College,
Yuvaraja’s College, Union Building,
Lakshmipuram Girls School, which now houses
the office of the Karnataka State Dr. Gangubai
Hangal Music and Performing Arts University,
Government Children’s Girls Home, and
Maharaja’s Sanskrit Patashala.

The cost estimates will be prepared by the
Archaeology Department and submitted to the
local authorities, but the moot question is
whether and when the funding will materialize.

2 iconic structures up for demolition
Amidst the general apathy to save the
architectural legacy of the city, grounds have
been cleared - both administratively and legally —
for the demolition of two iconic structures that
dominated the cityscape for decades — the
Devaraja Market and the Lansdowne Building,
both of which are over 125 years old. There are
concerns that if left unchallenged, similar would
be the fate of other structures as well, effacing a
slice of the city’s history and architectural
heritage.

Back to Contents




Urban Affairs

Questions raised over
disaster readiness amid
Ballari Rd traffic chaos

Experts call for

urgent desilting

of lakes, clearing
of drains

—

UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
BENGALURU, DHNS

ednesday’s traffic
chaos on Ballari
Road, following the

overflowing of Hebbal Lake
due to moderate rains, has
prompted concerns about
the city’s infrastructure and
disaster preparedness.
Traffic police datarevealed
an unusual surge in conges-
tion alongthe stretch of Ballari
Road from Chalukya Junction
to the Hebbal flyover’s down
ramp towards the airport on
Wednesday (November 8).
The situation was exac-
erbated by the breaching of
Hebbal Lake, causing water
to overflow onto theroad.
Inall, 378 congestion alerts

alertsonatypical Wednesday
in September. The congestion
covered an extensive 82,720
metersof theroad,compared
totheusual 17,000 meterson
aregular Wednesday.

Peak congestion,indicating
heavy traffic, occurred be-
tween 5 pm and 8 pm, reach-
ing approximately 9,500
meters.

MN Anucheth, Joint Com-
missioner of Police (Traffic),
told DH: “We observeda delay
of about 56 minutes as the ve-
hicles moved extremely slow-
ly, especially towards Hebbal
and beyond.”

Anucheth also said the
lake’s water level was very
high and water was flowing
outratherthanintoit.

ostoinadequate planningand
attention to infrastructural
details.

Prof D Nagesh Kumar from
the Ccivil Engineering De-
partment at [ISc said that the
water-holding capacity of the
lakes gradually reduced due
tolackof clean outlets and en-
croachments.

“Lakes need to be desilted
and dredged at least once a
decade,” Kumar said. “Else,
we may encounter similar sit-
uations in future. We are not
ready for that.”

Prof Ashish Verma from
I1Sc’s Transport Systems En-
gineering Department said
that improper management
of stormwater drains, coupled
with subpar road design, has

were reEorted, as against 76 Exeerts attributed thecha- caused the situation.

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 3A, Nov. 11, 2023
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BBMP has no disaster management plan
despite calamities claiming lives in city

Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike Act, 2020, mandates formulation of such a plan; official says it will be prepared at the zonal level first

Shreyas H.S. .
BENGALURU

espite the Bruhat
l) Bengaluru Maha-
nagara  Palike

Act, 2020, mandating the
formulation of a disaster
management plan
(DMP), the civic body has
none so far, even as the
city has been reeling un-
der multiple fire acci-
dents, floods, and other
disasters.

Section 284 (3) of the
BBMP Act states that the
corporation should pre-
pare a ‘Fire hazard res-
ponse and mitigation
plan’ every year as pre-
scribed by the State go-
vernment and publish
the plan in the official ga-
zette. An expert said this
is broadly termed as a
DMP.

The city in the last two

Afile photo of the fiboded Outer Ring Road in Bengaluru

following heavy rain.

months witnessed as ma-
ny as four major fire inci-
dents, killing at least 18
people in all, while multi-
ple instances of flooding
have been causing incon-
venience to the public.
The BBMP’s actions for
mitigating such incidents
appear to be ad hoc and
temporary in nature rath-
er than permanent. On
the other hand, the

BBMP has no dedicated
disaster management cell
despite an order being
passed in 2020 by the
then Chief Commissioner
to set up ward-level disas-
ter management cells.

In October 2022,
BBMP Chief Commission-
er Tushar Giri Nath had
said they would be ap-
pointing nine disaster
management  officers,

Source: The Hindu, p.3, Nov. 12, 2023
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A disaster management
plan is crucial to
mitigate floods, fires,
and other tragedies... In
the absence of it, such
events are bound to
recur.

RAGHUB.V.,
a disaster management expert

one for the head office
and eight at the zonal le-
vel, to coordinate with
BBMP officials on disas-
ter management. This
has not been done to
date.

Nodal officer

BBMP Special Commis-
sioner (Projects) K.\V.
Thrilok Chandra, who
has been appointed as
nodal officer for Disaster

Management, said the
civic body invited appli-
cations for the appoint-
ment of 10 staffers in Au-
gust 2023 and soon
recruitment process
would be completed.
Two officers would be ap-
pointed for the head
office.

Raghu B.V., a disaster
management expert, said
a DMP is crucial to miti-
gate floods, fires, and
other tragedies such as
the collapse of old and
under-construction
buildings. In the absence
of a DMP, such events are
bound to recur. Under
the DMP the BBMP
should undertake a high-
risk vulnerability assess-
ment of every block com-
ing under the jurisdiction
of the civic body. It is this
assessment — done every
year — which holds the

key to preventing trage-
dies. Mr. Raghu said the
BBMP did not bother to
fill the disaster manage-
ment coordinator posi-
tion that became vacant
in 2020. In the absence of
trained disaster manage-
ment officials, the DMP
cannot be prepared, he
added.

Zonal officers named
The BBMP has now ap-
pointed eight zonal offic-
ers and they should coor-
dinate with disaster
management officials to
draft a DMP at the zonal
level. Mr. Trilok Chandra
said in the course of time,
the DMP would be pre-
pared at the zonal level
and soon the BBMP DMP
would be readied. “The
DMP for Mahadevapura
has already been pre-
pared,” he said.

‘Flight traffic to smaller cities soars’

Bengaluru International Airport witnesses a rapid proliferation of travel to domestic destinations since COVID-19, spurred

by a demand for travel to smaller cities; the share of non-metro travellers grew from 25% before the pandemic to 58% now

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

he country’s third-
I largest airport in
terms of passenger

traffic, the Bengaluru Inter-
national Airport, has seen
a rapid proliferation of tra-
vel to domestic destina-
tions since COVID-19,
spurred by a demand for
travel to smaller cities.
Before COVID-19, pas-
sengers travelling to metro-
politan cities like Delhi,
Mumbai, Hyderabad, Kol-
kata and Chennai account-
ed for 75% of total passen-
gers, which has now
shrunk to 42% as the share

New destinations

Bengaluru airport sees a sea change in the nature of passenger
traffic with the rise of travel to non-metro destinations

® The airport recorded 28.12 million
domestic passengers out of a total
31.91 passengers in FY2022-2023

B The share of passengers
travelling to metropolitan
cities has dropped from 75%
pre-COVID to just 42% now

§ = The number of domestic
| passengers is now at 105%

of the pre-COVID level,
but international traffic
still lags

of non-metro travellers
grew from 25% to 58%, ex-
plains the airport’s Chief
Operating Officer, Satyaki
Raghunath in an interview
to The Hindu. The airport

recorded 28.12 million
domestic passengers out of
a total 31.91 passengers in
the financial year
2022-2023.

The demand from these

Source: The Hindu, p.15, Nov. 12, 2023
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travellers during COVID-19,
when train travel was no
longer a preferred choice
for many due to health sa-
fety protocols, also often
led to airlines opening new
routes and later providing
more frequencies on them.

“So, we have gone from
54 domestic destinations
to 74. We are now connect-
ed to Jamnagar (Gujarat),
Jaisalmer (Rajasthan), Ba-
reilly (Uttar Pradesh),
Agartala (Tripura), Jharsu-
guda (Odisha). Five years
back you couldn’'t have
imagined that there would
be a direct flight to these ci-
ties from Bengaluru,” says
Mr. Raghunath.

The number of domes-
tic passengers at the air-
port is now at 105% of pre-
COVID levels. The number
of international passengers
last fiscal (3.78 million)
though lagged behind the
pre-COVID level by around
10% as foreign carriers are
yet to restore capacity to
the levels seen in 2019-
2020 due to supply-chain
constraints and the Russia-
Ukraine conflict which has
closed a part of the Euro-
pean skies. However, by
the end of this fiscal the air-
port is expected to exceed
the pre-COVID passenger
number of 33 million, the
top executive said.



Toll set to be collected on 1st
stretch of STRR from today

Work On 38km
Of Ring Road
Completed

Suchith.Kidiyoor
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The first
stretch of the Satellite Town
Ring Road (STRR), a high-
way that connects major
towns around Bengaluru ci-
ty, will be thrown open for
traffic between Doddaballa-
pur bypass and Hoskote. Toll
collection on the 34-km
stretch will formally com-
mence Friday.

Being built by the Natio-
nal Highways Authority of
India, the stretch will link
the northern part of Benga-
luru with the eastern side
and prevent heavy vehicles
from being forced to pass
through Bengaluru city. The
stretch is part of the 80-km-
long Dabaspet-Devanahalli-
Hoskoteroute that wastaken
up in the first phase of the
STRR project. NHAI project
director KB Jayakumara
told TOI toll collection will
begin at 8am Friday near
Nalluru village in Bengalu-
ru Rural district.

“Of the 80-km stretch, we
have completed work on
38km between Doddaballa-
purand HosKkote, and toll will
be collected for 34km. The re-
maining 4-km distance near
Hoskoteiscurrently kept out
of toll limits as this will be

he primary objective of

building STRR is to link 12
towns located around the city
and thereby decongest
Bengaluru roads. Some
prominent towns which will
be linked with STRR are
Dabaspet, Doddaballapur,
Devanahalli, Hoskote,
Sarjapur, Attibele, Anekal,
Kanakapura, Ramanagara,
and Magadi. The project is
estimated to cost Rs 17,000 cr.
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2024 FOliECAST: An NHAI officer sald toll collection on the entire

80-km stretch is expected to begin in February next year

For return For monthly For

ingl

- Fgusrrgye journey pass for50 | commercial
a o withinaday single journeys = vehicles*
g = [cartieen/vm 70 105 2375 35
[« a2 LCV/LGV/Minibus 115 175 3,835 60
g = | Truck/Bus (2 axles) 240 360 8,040 120
X v 3-axle commercial vehicle 265 395 8,770 130
= g Heavy construction machinery/
= earthmoving equipment or 380 565 12,605 190
o 3 multi-axle vehicle (4-6 axles)
- <L | Oversized vehicles (7 or more axles) 460 690 15,345 230

Source: NHAI notification | Amount in Rs | * Registered within district of plaza

linked with the Bengaluru-
Chennai expressway and
work on the expressway is
under progress,” Jayakuma-
ra explained. He added that
the roadwork between Dod-
daballapur and Dabaspet
will be completed by Decem-
ber 2023 and toll collection
on the 80-km stretch will be-
gin February 2024.

NHALI officials claimed
that after the entire 80-km
stretch is made operational,
Bengaluru will witness a
sharp decline in heavy vehi-

cles entering the city, parti-
cularly on Tumakuru Road.
“Travellers heading to-
wards Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport (KIA) via
Tumakuru Road and heavy
vehicles moving towards
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Na-
du or the cargo terminals of
KIA will not enter the city, as
this traffic will directly hit
the STRR stretch towards
Devanahalli and Hoskote,”
an official explained.

NHAI had taken up the
project in two packages in

2020. Prior to that, it had ter-
minated a contract as the
contractor failed to execute
the project. “Because of the
Covid pandemic and heavy
rainfall in 2021 and 2022, the
pace of work was affected.
Butnow we’'renearing comp-
letion. We've expedited
construction of a railway
overbridge near Doddaballa-
pur and an underpass near
Chikkabelavangala, and this
will open up the entire
stretch to motorists,” an
NHAIengineer clarified.

Source: Time of India, p.2, Nov. 17, 2023
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