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‘New-age tech essential to curb volatility of tomato price

Spoorthi Niranjan
BENGALURU

Production of tomatoes is
not a challenge. What is
lacking in our country is
post-harvest management,

said Ashok Dalwai, CEO of

National Rainfed Area
Authority (Central Minis-
try of Agriculture and
Farmer Welfare), on Friday
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while delivering the key-
note address at the two-
day conference on “Toma-
to: Problems, perspectives,
plant breeding solutions’.
The conference was or-
ganised by the Foundation
for Advanced Training in
Plant Breeding, in collabo-
ration with the University
of Horticultural Sciences,
Bagalkot, and held at
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GKVK in Bengaluru.

Dr. Dalwai linked the to-
mato price volatility to an
imbalanced relation bet-
ween tomato supply and
demand and suggested the
integration of value system
and product diversification
into the supply chain to be-
nefit farmers. He also high-
lighted that the farmers’
share in the consumer’s ru-

pee is only 33% and drew
attention to the need for in-
clusiveness from the per-
spective of farmers. Talk-
ing to The Hindu, he
speculated that accurate
estimation of the market
demand, backed by real-
time data gathered
through new-age tech
would help forecast prices,
thus, curbing its volatility.

Cauvery Authority ratifies CWRC’s
decision on release of water to T.N.

The Cauvery Water Regulation Committee had asked Karnataka to release 2,600 cusecs to Tamil

Nadu till November 23; T.N. had sought the release of 13,000 cusecs, factoring in the backlog

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

he Cauvery Water
T Management Auth-
ority (CWMA) on
Friday approved the deci-
sion of the Cauvery Water
Regulation Committee
(CWRC) to ask Karnataka
to release 2,600 cubic feet
per second (cusecs) to Ta-
mil Nadu till November 23.
The ratification meant
that the upper riparian
State would have to release
5.17 thousand million cubic
feet (tmcft) in the next
three weeks. When the
CWRC took the decision
earlier this week, Karnata-
ka Deputy Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar, also in
charge of the Water Re-
sources portfolio, said the
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The ratification meant that Karnataka would have to release

5.17 tmcft in the next three weeks. FILE PHOTO

State did not have any wa-
ter to release. As on date,
the four reservoirs of Kar-
nataka had a combined
storage of 56 tmcft, accord-
ing to a post on the social
media handle of the Karna-
taka State Natural Disaster
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Monitoring Centre.
Friday’s meeting, held
in New Delhi and attended
physically by representa-
tives of the two principal
riparian States, lasted two
hours, CWMA chairman
Saumitra Kumar Haldar

told The Hindu. Officials of
the Kerala and Puducherry
governments were present
virtually.

Tamil Nadu had sought
the release of 13,000 cu-
secs, factoring in the back-
log.

Mekedatu project
Karnataka wanted the
CWMA to discuss and clear
its ¥ 9,000-crore Mekedatu
Balancing Reservoir-cum-
Drinking Water Project.
But “this was opposed by
us,” said an official of the
Tamil Nadu government.
Mr. Haldar said that as it
was an emergency meet-
ing, “there was no discus-
sion” on the Mekdatu pro-
ject. However, the subject
would be taken up at a reg-
ular meeting, he added.



Glut in state’s flower production
robs farmers of festive bonanza

Minimal Rain
Damage Results
In High Yield

Hamsaveni.N@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With Deepavali
round the corner, markets are
flooded with flowers. But flori-
culturistsarenot exactly smil-
ing. They say the demand is
not commensurate with the
abundant supply, which
means prices have dropped.
Farmers and flower trad-
ers in KR Market expressed
their anguish over having to
suffer 50-60% losses this fes-
tive season when compared
tosame time last year.
According to data from
the department of horticul-
ture, the four major flower-
producing districts of Chik-
kaballapura, Kolar, Bengalu-

ru Urban and Bengaluru Ru-
ral have seen a 13.2% in-
crease in output this year.
These four districts are said

to contribute 50% of the

state’s flower production.
The officials feel that due to

increase in production and

JINCREASE IN CULTIVATION
(in hectares)

Chikkaballapur
e — 3,998
|

% Kolar
[ 3,470
[ 4,183
B'luru Rural

2,895
[— 3,636
B'luru Urban M 2021-2022
I 1,630 2022-2023

B —,069

Source: Horticulture department
LITTLE JOY: Flower vendors
across markets (KR Market
in pic) see hopes wilting as
supply outstrips demand

less rainfall this year, the yield
hasbeen good and quality flow-
ersarereachingthemarketsin
huge quantities. However, due
to supply overtaking demand,
prices have crashed.

KB Dundi, additional di-
rector, department of horticul-

ture (fruits and flowers), sai-
d:“Last year, there was an in-
crease in the demand for flow-
ers, but not supply as the yield
was not that great. The prices
went up and farmers made
good profit. Considering the
trend in 2022, a lot of farmers
in these four districts shifted
to flower cultivation and
hence production wentup.”

Quality of produce has
been good: Farmer

GM Divakar, president of
Flowers Association City
Market and a farmer him-
self, told TOI that this year
has been very tough for cut
flower cultivators.

“I have been in this field
for 40 years. This year’s Ga-
nesh Chaturthi sales was the
worst ever for our flower
farmers. This time as we had
less rain, the damage to flow-
ers has been minimal and
quality good. Currently, a

chrysanthemum (sevan-
thige) bag weighing 25-35kg is
priced at around Rs 100. It
should at least be Rs 400 to Rs
500. There are no hopes of
prices increasing drastically
this Deepavali...”

Somanna R, who works at
theflowerauction in KR Mar-
ket, said that during last
year’s Dasara and Deepavali,
they saw great business and
farmers earned good profits.
“But this year, there are bare-
ly any chances of apricerise.
Bengaluru and surrounding
areas mostly grow chrysan-
themums and roses. We can
expect prices of rosestogoup
in another two-three days,
but there is no such hope for
chrysanthemums.”

Supply from Krishnagiri
and Hosur in Tamil Naduand
Anantpur and Chittoor in
Andhra Pradesh are adding
to the already high stock of
flowers in the state.
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Untimely rain to lower coffee
output by 10-15% this yr: Assn

Planters Of
Arabica Variety
Highly Worried

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Chikkamagaluru: Unseaso-
nal rain and prolonged clou-
dy conditions have left Kar-
nataka’s coffee planters sta-
ringatacrisis.

Theuntimely rain coinci-
dingwith the harvestinseve-
ral parts of Hassan, Chikka-
magaluru and Kodagu dis-
tricts has resulted in both
largescale dropping of ripe-
ned berries and splitting of
unplucked fruits. Prelimina-
ryestimation, post monsoon,
by Karnataka Planters’ As-
sociation (KPA) has revealed
that the state could witness a
10-15% slump in coffee pro-
duction contrary to the post-
blossom estimates at the
start of the year.

Ahead of their annual me-
et, the association members
told TOI that the currentrainy
conditions and overcast sky
have already left planters of
Arabicavariety of coffeestres-
sed. “The entire year has been
problematic, especially for
Arabica planters. From the
early onset of flowering due to
extended rainat the beginning
of the year to prolonged dry
spellsduetodeficientmonsoon
mid-year, the plants have suffe-
red much stress. Further, 50-
55% of theentire season’srain-
fall in just one week of July has
caused even more damage to
the crop. Just as planters were
hopingtorecover their produc-
tion costs, the current spell of
rain has spoilt the show,” ex-
plained Mahesh Shashidhar,
chairperson of KPA.

“The post-bloom estimates
for the whole of India was abo-
ut3.7lakh MT and for Karnata-
ka,nearly 2.71akh MT (71.3% of
India’s production). Given the
prevailing conditions across
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POWER CUTS, HUMAN-ANIMAL CONFLICTS ADD TO LOSSES

he coffee plantation industry in

Karnataka is hit by erratic power supply
and rising incidents of human-animal
conflicts, particularly elephants and bisons.
“In 2022-23, there were 12 human casualties.
This almost doubled between April and
August 2023, with the death of 23 people.
While these incidents create panic among
labourers, the animals also damage vast
swathes of crops,” said KPA president
Mahesh Shashidhar. Non-availability of

three-phase power has also

contributed to the losses, especially

this year, given the dry weather.

BITTER EXPERIENCE. (Above) Rotten
y berries and split fruits at an estate in
Mallandur, Chikkamagaluru; (inset)
berries spoilt due to untimely rain

Pics: Nlranjan Kaggere
3,

Chlkkamagaluru/ Shiv-
amogga: Heavy rain lashed
Chikkamagalurudistricton
Thursday, even as parts of
Shivamogga district wit-
nessed downpour on
Wednesday night.

Traffic on the busy Ben-
galuru-Shivamogga  high-
way was severely affected as
rain pounded Kadur in Chik-
kamagaluru district in the
morning, police said.

Showers, which started
on Wednesday evening, con-
tinued till Thursday morn-
ing in Chikkamagaluru and
Shivamogga cities. Due to
waterlogging at Basavesh-
wara Circle at Kadur, vehic-

Basaveshwara Clrcle. Kadur. was inundated followmg a downpour

ular movement was hit.
Bikes parked on roadsides
were washed away. Vehicles
were stuck for two hours as
the junction was inundated.
The road was cleared for

traffic later. More than 15 co-
conut trees were uprooted at
Devanuru and Kurubara-
halli while roofs of the
houses were damaged due to
strong wind. TN
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coffee-growing districts, these
estimates may fall short by 10-
15% and Arabica cultivators
will be the worst hit,” pointed
out Shashidhar, a planter from
Chikkamagaluru.

Srinath Gowda, a planter
from Kabbinahalli in Chik-
kamgaluru, said: “Harvest this
year has begun a month in ad-
vance due to early blossoming.
But due torain, the berries are
falling off. In some cases, the
berries are split, absorbing a
lotof moistureandresultingin
poor bean quality.”

P Kurian Raphael, head of
R&D, at Tata Coffee Limited,

said that whenberriessplitdue
torain, moisture seeps into the
fruit and affects the outer shell
of the bean, resulting in low
weight and poor cup scoring.
Acknowledging thedrop in
quality, Shashidhar said, “In
an ideal condition, 600-700 ber-
ries of Arabica yield one kg of
bean. But now, due to poor qua-
lity,akilogram of bean may re-
quire1,100-1,200 berries.”
Salman Basheer, a planter
from Hassan and member of
the executive committee of
KPA, said: “In some estates, the
berries are turning black due
to fungus. Due torain, it’s diffi-
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cult for labourers to pick the
fallen cherries, resulting in
their fermentation.”

Further, the coffee sector
islikely tobehitduetoabum-
per crop in Brazil. “As per the
International Coffee Organi-
sation, coffee prices have be-
en declining month-on-
month since April 2023. Price
of Robusta, which was on the
higher side compared to pre-
vious years, is showing a de-
clining trend since June 2023,
as Brazil is heading for a big
crop. Thisisexpected toaffect
coffee pricing in a big way,”
said Shashidhar.



Cabinet approval for Krishi Bhagya in 106 rain-fed taluks,
hi-tech harvester hubs in 100 locations across State

Change in birth, death
registration norms

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State Cabinet on
Thursday decided to im-
plement the Krishi Bhagya
scheme in the current fi-
nancial year in 106 rain-fed
taluks by spending ¥100
crore and set up 100 hi-
tech harvester hubs across
the State.

Briefing decisions taken
at the Cabinet meeting pre-
sided by Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah, Law and Parlia-
mentary Minister H.K. Patil
said the Krishi Bhagya
scheme would be imple-
mented in 106 taluks of 24
districts. About 152 farm
ponds would be created in
each taluk under the
scheme. The previous Con-
gress government (2013-18)
launched the scheme.

Hi-tech harvester hubs
would be established in
100 locations to provide hi-
tech farm machines for
harvesting crops to farm-
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Law and Parliamentary Minister
H.K. Patil

ers on rent. The scheme
would strengthen the
Krishi ~ Yantra  Dhare
scheme launched during
the previous tenure of Mr.
Siddaramaiah as the Chief
Minister. Each hub would
cost ¥ crore. The govern-
ment implemented Krishi
Yantra Dhare for mechan-
ised farming, under PPP
maode, to provide facilities
to farmers to use appro-
priate farm machineries at
the required time on hire
basis through custom hire
service centres.

The Cabinet decided to

Hi
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Legislature
session in
Belagavi from
December 4

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The winter session of the
State Legislature will be
held at Suvarna Vidhana
Soudha in Belagavi from
December 4. The State Ca-
binet has decided to hold
the session for 10 days in
the border district.

implement the Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yoja-
na-Il in five taluks - Bada-
mi, Nippani, Mandya,
Channapatna, and Sirsi -
by spending ¥38.12 crore.
The cost would be shared
by the Centre and State on
60:40 ratio. The project

2023

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Cabinet has decided to
change the Karnataka Re-
gistration of Births and
Deaths Rules, 1999, for the
benefit of the public. Un-
der the existing rule, any
birth or death which has
not been registered within
one year of its occurrence,
should be registered only
on an order of a Magistrate
of the first class or a Presi-
dency Magistrate under
section 13(3) and on pay-
ment of a late fee of T10.

The new rule has
scrapped the powers given
to the Magistrate and em-
powered the Assistant
Commissioner to issue an
order for registration of
birth and death.

The fee has been in-
creased from 10 to I500
for delay in the registration
for more than a year. The
fee increased from 2 to
%100 in case of delay bet-
ween 21 and 30 days.

The fee has been in-
creased from 5 to 3200 in
case of delay from 30 days
to one year.

aimed to increase the wa-
tershed area, Mr. Patil said.

Under the PM Fasal Bi-
ma Yojana, the State has
been divided into 10 clus-

ters and different insu-
rance companies given dif-
ferent clusters for crop
insurance. The govern-
ment is expected to incur

expenses of ¥900 crore for
paying the premium of the
crop insurance. Six insu-
rance companies - Re-
liance Insurance, Bajaj Al-
lianz, Agricultural
Insurance, SBI General In-
surance, Universal Sompo
General Insurance, and Fu-
ture General Insurance
companies have been allo-
cated different clusters, Mr.
Patil said.

The Cabinet authorised
the Chief Minister to select
the next Chief Secretary of
State. As the incumbent
Vandita Sharma is retiring
on November 31, Rajneesh
Goel is expected to be next
head of the State bureauc-
racy, on seniority basis.

A sum of 18 crore was
approved for holding a
conference on Constitution
and national integration in
Bengaluru. The Social Wel-
fare Department headed
by H.C. Mahadevappa will
conduct the conference on
November 26.

How research and advanced technology
helped India boost raw silk production

Mysuru-based Central Sericultural Research and Training Institute disseminates technologies developed in the laboratory, leading to increased production of bivoltine cocoons

Laigh A. Khan
MYSURU

hough India is the world’s leading
consumer of silk, production of the
lustrous and shiny fibre spun out of
silkworms has consistently fallen short
of the growing demand in the country.
But, statistics available from the
Central Silk Board (CSB) show that
raw silk production in India has recorded a
significant increase during the last 10 years - up
from 23,678 tonnes during 2012-13 to 36,582
metric tonnes during 2022-23.

Reasons for surge in production of silk
Scientists at Central Sericultural Research and
Training Institute (CSRTI) in Mysuru, which is
pioneering research in tropical sericulture,
pointed out that India has managed to increase
raw silk output by almost 13,000 tonnes during
the last decade, bringing down its reliability on
imports from China, on account of two main
reasons - high yielding variety of mulberry plants
and superior quality bivoltine cocoon breeds.
While the first reason was the adoption of high
yielding variety of mulberry plants, whose leaves
are the sole food for mulberry silkworms, the
second reason is the substantial shift from rearing
inferior quality multivoltine cocoons to the
production of bivoltine cocoons, a hybrid variety
that is high yielding and superior in quality.
CSRTI scientists, including its Director Dr.
Gandhi Doss and Dr. M.K. Raghunath, recalled
that local varieties of mulberry plants were
yielding no more than 18 tonnes per hectare per
year. After persistent research aimed at
developing high-yielding mulberry varieties, a
major breakthrough in leaf productivity and
quality was achieved in 1997 when the institute
came out with a new mulberry variety Victory -1
(VI). This variety has a yield potential of 60
metric tonnes per hectare per year. It has
revolutionised silk productivity by covering up
to 90% of mulberry gardens in southern Indian
States over the last 25 years, the scientists pointed

t.
The total area under mulberry plantations
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Bivoltine silk production mcreased from 2 559 tonnes in 2012-13 to 5 874 metric tonnes in 2017 18 before recordmgs 904

tonnes in 2022-23. MA SRIRAM

across India was 2.53 lakh
hectares during 202223,
up from 2.24 lakh hectares
during 2017-18. Farmers
have progressively
uprooted the low-yielding
mulberry variety and
replaced them with the
high-yielding variety VI
The second major
reason for the spike in
raw silk production is the
increase in the rearing of
superior quality bivoltine cocoons suitable to
India’s temperate climate.

India sought help from Japan
Much of the raw silk produced in India comes
from the yellowish-coloured multivoltine cocoons
while the high-quality silk used to manufacture
the sought-after Indian saris was woven out of
bivoltine silk imported from China.

Government of India had requested the
government of Japan to provide technical
assistance for bivoltine silk production in the
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Women engaged in cotlecnng thesilk from cocoons.

nineties, paving the way for
start of a Japan
International Co-operation
Agency (JICA) project for
promotion and
popularizing of bivoltine
technology in India.

Over the last two
decades, personnel from
the CSRTI along with
officials from the
Department of Sericulture
have been engaged in
disseminating the technologies developed in the
laboratory, leading to increased production of
bivoltine cocoons by the farmers.

Bivoltine silk production increased from 2,559
metric tonnes in 2012-13 to 5,874 tonnes in 201718
before recording 8,904 tonnes in 2022-23.
Though multivoltine silk still accounted for 27,654
tonnes in 2022-23, the quantum increase in
bivoltine silk production will not only help meet
the country’s demand for superior quality
silk required for manufacture of sarees and
garments, it will also bring down India’s

2023

dependence on silk imported from China.

Improved breed

‘With bivoltine cocoons, a reeler needs only 6 kg
of cocoons to produce one kg of raw silk against
the 13 to 15 kg of cocoons that were required
earlier. “This is possible due to the improved
silkworm breed, mulberry variety and rearing
technologies,” said CSRTI scientist Dr. K. B.
Chandrashekar.

Also, the individual cocoon filament length has
increased from 600-800 metres to 1,000 to 1,200
metres, thereby reducing the cost of production
of silk fabric.

Apart from high-yielding variety of mulberry
plant and production of superior quality bivoltine
cocoons, the other interventions by CSRTI that
helped boost raw silk production in India include
the shift from leaf feeding to shoot feeding,
besides pest control measures and use of
disinfectants.

“Earlier, mulberry leaves were plucked and fed
to the silkworms. Now, the entire shoot of
mulberry is fed, thereby saving labour and time,”
pointed out CSRTI scientist Dr. Bala Saraswathi S.

‘What is in pipeline

To further boost silk production, CSRTI is looking
forward to release of disease-resistant and
temperature tolerant breeds, which are still in the
pipeline. The optimum temperature required in
the rearing house for a silkworm to give its
maximum output is anywhere between 24 to 26
degree centigrade.

“The new breeds will tolerate plus or minus
two degrees, and offer better survival rate,” said
Dr. Chandrashekar. CSRTI-Mysuru has been
pursuing research aimed at enhancing
production and productivity of silk in Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Telangana and
Kerala, besides Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra, through its extension network
comprising Regional Sericulture Research
Stations and Research Extension Centres. The
institute has also imparted training to more than
53,000 people, including farmers and 800
foreign nationals., in various aspects of
sericulture technology, said Dr. Gandhi Doss.



Can tobacco farmers shift to sericulture?

According to CSRTI scientist C.M. Babu, sericulture is considered to be one of the most profitable agricultural activities

Laigh A. Khan
MYSURU

mid the clamour for shifting from

tobacco crop to other crops in view of

the serious health hazards tobacco

consumption poses, sericulture has
been mooted as a viable alternative.

But, scientists are Central Sericultural
Research and Training Institute (CSRTI) in
Mysuru were guarded at the prospect. For, the
soil on which tobacco has been cultivated would
contain toxic elements and cannot be
straightaway used for growing mulberry, whose
leaves are the only source of food for the
silkworms, pointed out Dr. R. Bhagya, a scientist
at CSRTI, who leads the extension activities of the
Institute.

However, a senior scientist at CSRTI Dr. K.B.
Chandrashekar pointed out that a shift from
tobacco to mulberry can happen only after the
tobacco contaminants and toxicity in the soil is
removed by growing crops like maize for a year
or two.

Tobacco crop renders the soil toxic. “We
cannot grow mulberry on the same soil as the
silkworms will not accept the mulberry leaves
grown directly on soil that had been used to
cultivate tobacco. The silkworms may not spin a
cocoon,” the scientists cautioned.

As silkworms are considered to be very
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The improved variety of mulberry plant V1. in Ramanagara. M. A. SRIRAM

sensitive, a high degree of caution is
recommended.

It is not just soil on which tobacco crop has
been grown. Even the soil on which ginger had
been cultivated is similiarly not advisable for
cultivation of mulberry straightaway,” according
to a scientist.

CSRTI Director Dr. Gandhi Doss, however, said
the Institute was ready to support any

h—..\'.’.

Silkworms feeding on mulberry leaves in Ramanagara.

Government move to introduce sericulture in the
tobacco-growing areas of the State along with the
Government of Karnataka’s Department of
Sericulture.

A host of farmers growing various crops
including horticultural crops visit CSRTI to
explore the options of shifting to sericulture.
Among them tobacco farmers too make inquiries
and they are suitably advised, said Dr. Bhagya.

According to CSRTI scientist C.M. Babu,
sericulture is considered to be one of the most
profitable agricultural activities. Apart from the
Government subsidies sericulturists are entitled
to, they can grow a crop almost every month.
While the silkworm larval duration is 24 to 26
days, the cocoons are marketed on the seventh
day.

“In one acre of mulberry garden, a farmer can
harvest annually between 800 to 1,000 kgs of
cocoons if he adopts all the recommendations
given by our Institute,” said Dr. Babu. A kg of
bivoltine hybrid cocoons fetched a maximum
price of T600 minimum price of 311 and an
average of 3526 at the cocoon market in
Ramanagaram on October 31. A scientist also
pointed out that the prices of cocoons had
breached the 31,000 per kg about two years ago.

Despite the seasonal fluctuations in prices,
cocoon prices are considered to be more stable
than other agricultural commodities, Dr. Babu
added.
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India’s water
[ ] L ] [ ] [ ]
situationis alarming

arnings have beenissued in the past about deple-

tion of ground water in India and in the world,

but the latest warnings have a sense of alarm, or
evendoom,aboutthem. A United Nationsreport, released
recently, has said that some areas in the Indo-Gangetic ba-
sinhavealready passed the groundwater depletion tipping
pointand the entire north-western region of the countryis
likely to experience critically low groundwater availability
by 2025. According to the ‘Interconnected Disaster Risks
Report 2023, prepared by a team of experts, the world is
approaching six environmental tipping points: accelerat-
ing species extinctions, groundwater depletion, mountain
glacier melting, space debris, unbearable heat, and an
uninsurable future. Each of these tipping points is critical
for the earth’s future, and coming to a head together, they
would precipitate a combined disaster that would be most
difficultto copewith. Such tipping pointshave changed the
history of the earth and living beings.

Indiais theworld’slargest user of groundwater and uses
more of it than the US and China combined, though the
countryisnotasrichin waterresourcesas these countries.
Most groundwater extractions
are used for agriculture, when
above-ground water sources are W:41}\ I{ eport
insufficient. Aquifers have had an Pobl:
important role in the country but has hlg!ﬂlghtEd
they are under stress. Many stud- {4 DEI'IIS of
ies and reports have pointed this i
out. Borewells and tubewells have COIltII'llllllg to
boosted agricultural production JUALaA2 L0l
in the country in the wake of the
Green Revolution. But the unsus- groundwater
tainable use of water may lead to  JELLULLH=D
the destruction of that farming
model. Most of the borewells in
Punjab are overexploited. Unscientific and excessive
extraction of water takes place for industrial and drinking
water purposes also. Leakage and wastage of water add to
the problem. There are schemesand projects for conserva-
tion of water, including rainwater harvesting, but they have
notbeen adopted widelyin the country.

The government launched the Rs 6,000-crore Atal
Bhujal Yojana in 78 water-stressed districts, including 14
districts in Karnataka, in 2020 for a five-year period to
promote sustainable groundwater management by com-
munities. It is claimed that there has been progress and
that the best performance was seen in Karnataka. Even if
the claimsare true, the programmetouchesonlya fringe of
the problem. Over 70% of the water used in the countryis
from ground water sources. Itisnecessaryto create better
awarenessoftheneedtoconservetheresource. Thereisthe
need for action plans to reduce the use of water, eliminate
wastage, and improve conservation. Climate change will
aggravate the situation in the coming years. It is now time
tostartcounting the drops of water, used and saved.

Source: Decca®GNber, aPd,2 3p.
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Decentralisation

105 ULBs have registered for EPR

Shreyas H.S.
BENGALURU

Around 105 urban local bo-
dies (ULBs), including
town municipal councils
(TMCs), in the State have
registered for Extended
Producers Responsibility
(EPR) with the Central Pol-
lution Control Board
(CPCB). Sources said they
considered registration af-
ter Uttar Pradesh (UP)
ULBs went for the same
and made a profit.
According to an official
in the Directorate of Muni-
cipal Council (DMC), Ka-
laburagi and Belagavi,
which have proximity to
cement factories, can
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105 ULBs registering
with the CPCBis a
massive fleet in terms of
revenue generation as
well as strengthening
plastic waste
management

AN OFFICIAL

make the best use of it,
while Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
is also aiming to earn good
revenue. The city munici-
pal councils (CMCs) in Ka-
laburagi and Belagavi can
give plastic to cement
factories.

2023

Under the EPR, the civic
administration will first
generate data on differen-
t kinds of plastics, includ-
ing recyclable and non-re-
cyclable after collection,
and update the same with
CPCB. The pollution con-
trol board gives a certifi-
cate to the CMCs. On the
other hand, the brand
owners who produce plas-
tic waste get certificates
and these certificates can
be traded online.

This means the CMCs
can now collect a fee from
the brand owners for col-
lection, segregation and
processing of  plastic
waste. An official told The
Hindu that 105 ULBs regis-

tering with the CPCB is a
massive fleet in terms of re-
venue generation as well as
strengthening plastic
waste management. Essen-
tially, recycling will be
streamlined with govern-
ment bodies actively parti-
cipating in the system
along with other stakehol-
ders like plastic generating
companies. In Bengaluru,
there are large companies
involved in packaging.
While in Bengaluru, Dry
Waste Collection Centre
(DWCC) will play a key role
in collection from the
source, in other cities and
towns, waste collectors
and segregators will be in-
volved in the system.



BSWML registers for EPR;
move may fetch good revenue

Bengaluru Solid Waste Management Limited has registered for Extended Producers Responsibility

with the CPCB under which it can impose fees on companies for processing plastic and e-waste

Shreyas H.S.
BENGALURU

fter a long struggle,
Athe Bengaluru So-
lid Waste Manage-

ment Limited (BSWML), a
company which is operat-
ing under the Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP), has finally regis-
tered for Extended Produc-
ers Responsibility (EPR).
The implementation of
EPR is likely to fetch reve-
nue up to 00 crore
annually.

The BSWML has regis-
tered for EPR with the Cen-
tral  Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) under which
it can now impose fees on
companies for processing
plastic and e-waste. The
waste collected will be pro-
cessed/recycled at the
waste-to-energy plant at Bi-
dadi.

The plant will soon be
operational in Bidadi in Ra-
managara district.

The BSWML has been
working to implement the
policy for the last one and
a half years, which was al-
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The Bengaluru Solid Waste Management Limited has been working

to implement the policy for the last one and a half years, which was
allegedly being scuttled by some private lobbies. FILE PHOTO

legedly being scuttled by
some private lobbies.

According to a senior
BSWML official, currently,
EPR is being claimed by
some private processing
companies and the BBMP
has not so far tapped into
the revenue potential. Ma-
ny local bodies in the Uttar
Pradesh have implement-
ed EPR and are earning re-
venue.

The EPR policy was first
brought in the country in
2016 under Plastic Waste

2023

Management Rules,
2016, according to which it
is the responsibility of pro-
ducers, importers and
brand-owners to ensure
processing of their plastic
packaging waste through
recycling, re-use or end of
life disposal (such asco-
processing/ waste-to-ener-
gy /plastic to-oil/ road mak-
ing/
industrial-composting).

In the absence of pro-
cessing units in large com-
panies which generate

plastic waste, the brand-
owners hand over the
waste to processing units
and pay a fee.

With BSWML foraying
into the avenue, the Dry
Waste Collection Centres
(DWCC) will collect waste
and send the same to the
processing unit.

An official, talking to
The Hindu, said while it is
estimated that T80 to 100
crore can be mopped up
from this venture, the solid
waste management com-
pany has expenditure of
collection and processing.
The Bengaluru Solid Waste
Management Limited will
only know how much pro-
fit it can make after imple-
menting the same on the
ground.

This is also a first step to-
wards making this compa-
ny an independent body
like Bangalore Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB). After this, the
company will devise a sys-
tem to collect monthly fees
from citizens for collecting
waste from their homes,
officials said.



BBMP starts property
digitization in 4 wards

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: To put a full
stop to property tax evasion
and boost collections, Bru-
hat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP) has started
digitization of over 40 lakh
properties in the city.

According to senior offi-
cials from BBMP’s revenue
department, they have alre-
ady started digitization of
property documents in four
wards — Kodige-
halli, CV Raman
Nagar, Horamavu, ’
and Arakere —and &
will complete it for |
allthewardswithin
three months.

Deputy chief minister
DK Shivakumar had recent-
ly expressed unhappiness
over property tax collection
in BBMP limits and said
that his government would
introduce ‘Nanna Swathu’
(My Property), which envi-
sages digitization of all pro-
perties. Following Shivaku-
mar’s instructions, BBMP’s
revenue officials duly star-
ted the process.

“Revenue officials are
scanning all the documents
related to each property to
digitize them. The digitiza-
tion of documents will put
out the exact details of the
property online to avoid
misrepresentations,” an of-
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ficer explained.

The civic agency is ho-
ping the move will help see
anincreaseintaxcollection.
At present, BBMP collects
property tax of Rs 3,000 cro-
re to Rs 4,000 crore a year.

BBMP chief commissio-
ner Tushar Giri Nath told re-
porters on Monday that reve-
nue officials are sending re-
minders to tax defaulters,
who will have to pay a penal-
ty if they fail to pay up before
November 30.

BBMP special
commissioner (re-
venue) Munish
Moudgil said pro-
pertytaxisthepri-
- mary source of re-
venue for the corporation
and property owners should
pay their taxes promptly.

“The BBMP is sending
SMS and letters/notices to
individuals with details of
property tax dues. Citizens
can use the online link
https://bbmptax.karnata-
ka.gov.in for easy payment
of property tax,” Moudgil
pointed out.

Call Palike for queries
Citizens can call BBMP’s hel-
pline (1533) if they have any
questions. Giri Nath said re-
venue officials have been de-
ployed at the help desk to cle-
ar any doubts regarding pro-
perty tax issues.

2023

of 3pNNd N/




DD0S: T3 FAT Bracks 30K BoNE o 3B TN BRCAITTS WD Ror®

32 W3OTOR ‘W o Bectdxs’

Teseesed o3

Boneed: DAN0S K0
38, 3018 ZonBHE 008 BoRT.
TPREF THD TR SILoD
SRdez0rt ‘Rl Jeesst”
2590 JRERTHER.

©.310 @03 e 64.500),
301 Tonmmenc), 200kFRO
TRDOIHT  HO0N03 VR,
1,619 Boees ZonBesoredess.
BUW SHFS STFZ03AR 372
Boees By OO B¢ JT/E
BROTNG.

2022-233¢ wIY &IIO
Sedrt 32,890 Bees @3
3or RonBbReRnd), 8 ST
BRens® @08 I3 WAV
2008300 T LTSRN, WD
TS TonzEeNTte, 1500
20088 IR, 2308 9T.

e 301 wod evdB0R
DI IRdess IRWOT 2.0
2390 T0oTes BYEHITAME),

JonH DD IRENY)
(z &008311%) 20230 €9.31003 & = >
= 098 301 0or®
RNIBL 501 |316.44 |184.56 2 =
DISVBE 164 8355 |80.45
BpE 764 _|5329 |2311 ?2180061«3;023}2]
DBESDU  |1938 |809.33 |42867| —=—
30°.030°. 110|345 | 200.33 |144.67
T ?3,110513%3
3 627 |43619 [190.81 2021-22
B3P 493 [302.29 [190.71
A 3,34 0.86 5.0
20) 4561 |2941.69|1619.31 2022-23
oY, T [AF  IVETWL  ATR0DT 0TI 03, T/

IBOT AFR0QT FW&HA,
301 TRZITLD TR IRBER-
YeRrhess. s, AL
F00BT B Friegdaw T
OZONEN ZRWITINT.

‘e33, 3driodn JNC TOZAD
RENE DY, TIOD
eTRONT FNVTNG. 2 8
IROB, 33, 387 SortaH,
303N  Tm8TIEB.  wWod
d2dpoltis  Snedesdn

JeesTrgs)  IDHBITD-
37’ Q0T DDA BOTROH
QN QBew 0ING T0JES*

IPOO® 392
53,301 TSI
ST doz* https://

bbmptax.karnataka.gov.in
O, VITTW.  oIRTIe
g%ﬁ@Qd, TIRHED NS
QBB x@wobeed 1533 33
TRTRTT) 0T eQTH.

Sour eaj ava&nNov7,2023

33 301 503e0ds e3002

INCBITO SHNYR), 1FP°8TToN T08edR, TE, TOIRT
SO, THSTT0S ‘BTI0T J,essT” Qe
FODFIY, §.100T5 DAR0L STODAT.

0300 Foead 301 BHBHO SROeE J0TT TWIIWVI,
T390, T8, WS ToBR), FINYE. rIDOT DAN0D
FOTIR0D HTOND TS BT/, 188N T08ed2, ¥TT
3018 ANE =& Be3e3desse SREGTIVT. TOONTITL
ANEIRME B¢ 3O ¢ T[TST23IeB) 0T AeBITMIT.

‘BE3 T SOTONTY, TN SPBTIN T3 FReE0
PNTIG BtY. ‘BIPOT e IT)T SFS
WBTRMNEY. &eron 10T T 035eNT. SResh T
©HTONY FEIF TMITENLD SENIH 20T SHBOMD
edTh.

‘BoT0k QDEEE (80%)) Tarie 3018 ADeFS (832) TS
OF 300 25 BANY), B8, TIRT SOroH), ANE-

TR F23eB 0T THO JEFNT3. 5T TAT 33N 2,00
FBITYUNAT), T, 07 0B, 8800 ATF 0TI, VBT
2031 ATINTOXS® BTN, dResT NI SWTT
T3, 3030F BT, €33~ 25088008 QINT VTP ITHNT.
LITE F0NFINTY, T8, 10001 30T IRESMET'
Q0T DAN0 BOTIIOD DTN 223,08 YD 3eBELOT.




Sourdeme of 6pbhNdvRm 2023

















































































































































