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AGRICULTURE

Between spells of drought and untimely
rainfall, pulses taking a hit in State

‘The September harvest of green gram was already down by 80%. Standing toor crop that is coming for harvest in Dec. is likely to be down by 60%’

Kumar Buradikatti
Mini Tejaswi
KALABURAGI/BENGALURU

he prevailing
T drought situation
in Karnataka, cou-

pled with erratic spells of
untimely rainfall, has hit
pulses production, with
the September harvest of
green gram already down
by 80%, while the standing
red gram (toor), that is
coming for harvest in De-
cember, likely to be down
by 60%. Chana and chick-
peas yield may also be very
poor due a failed mon-
soon, as per information
The Hindu gathered from
multiple sources.

In the current crop year,
the pulse production in the
whole country is estimated
to be 14.5 lakh tonnes, be-
low the annual consump-
tion of 17.45 lakh tonnes.

Sad plight of farmers

Veerendra, a farmer at In-
drapad Hosalli in Chincholi
taluk of Kalaburagi district,
had cultivated green gram
(moong) on eight acres,

The destroyed red gram crop at Indrapad Hosal

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

black gram (urad) on four
acres and red gram (toor)
on 18 acres. He is devastat-
ed as all crops are des-
troyed, by excessive rains
in June-July and dry spell
that followed.

Samad Patel, Joint Direc-
tor of Agriculture, said the
red gram crop was cultivat-
ed on 5,95,240 hectares of
which the crop on 1,94,969

(32.75%) hectares was des-
troyed in drought in Kalab-
uragi, a major pulses-pro-
ducing district in the State.
Black gram was sown in
20,072 hectares of which
the crop on 5,854 (29.16%)
hectares was destroyed.
However, farmers say
that this is a conservative
estimate. As per Sharana-
basappa Mamshetty, dis-

li in Chincholi taluk of Kalaburagi district.

trict president of Karnata-
ka Prantha Raitha Sangha,
over 80% of the green
gram sown in the district is
destroyed. Most pulse
farmers The Hindu spoke
to in the Kalaburagi region
had similar stories to tell.
In June, Kalaburagi dis-
trict received deficit -43%
of the average rainfall. In
July, it received +93% rain.

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Oct. 21, 2023

In August, it received, -82%
and in September it re-
ceived +10%. In October,
till date, the district re-
ceived -83% rainfall. This
kind of fluctuation is not
good for any crop, said Mr.
Patel.

“I have taken ¥ 80,000
hand loans from the local
money lender to cultivate
green gram and black
gram. The entire corps is
destroyed. I cultivated red
gram by taking additional
loans. Now it is withering
when it is supposed to be
flowing/blossoming,”* Mr.
Veerendra lamented. He
wants to remove the dying
crop and sow Bengal gram
(chickpea) or jowar, but
has no money for it.

Yeshwanth Ari, a farmer
from Ratkal village who
had sown green gram on
seven acres and black
gram on three acres and
lost all of it, said, “There
was rain when I sowed the
seeds. But, drought hit the
crops at the crucial flower-
ing and pod formation
stages. I got only one bag of
green gram yield and halfa

bag of black gram, against
the usual 30 bags and 18
bags respectively,” rued
Mr. Ari. With over 1.5 lakh
loan, Mr. Ari said he can-
not afford to sow Bengal
gram now.

Supply-demand
mismatch
Ramesh Chandra Lahoti,
president of Federation of
Karnataka Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FKCCI), formerly secre-
tary of Bangalore Whole-
sale Pulses and Food
Grains Merchants’ Associa-
tion, told The Hindu that
the State may see a huge
supply-demand mismatch.
“We are now going to be to-
tally dependent on im-
ports to fill this gap and we
have to change this situa-
tion and become sufficient
in pulses,” Mr. Lahoti said.
Karnataka is the third
largest producer of toor in
the country after Gujarat
and Maharashtra. The
State accounts for 20% of
the country’s total produc-
tion of toor, moong, chana,
jowar and maize.



No festive cheer for tomato
growers; virus attack adds
to farmers’ problems

The current price of a box of the produce (15 kg) is just 350 to 3120 at the Kolar APMC. Even in

Bengaluru markets, tomato costs 15 to 325 per kg depending on the size

Jahnavi T.R.
BENGALURU

fter experiencing
A record highs, even
the beginning of

festivities has not brought
any relief for tomato grow-
ers as the current price for
a box of tomato is just T50
to 120 at the Agricultural
Produce and Livestock
Market Committee
(APMC).

Earlier around July, the
price of tomato hit a record
high of over 2,300 for a
box (of 15 kg) at the APMC
in Kolar. At markets in Ben-
galuru, the selling price
was anywhere between
%100 and 150 per kg for
many weeks. However,
despite the ongoing festive
season, even in Bengaluru
markets, tomato costs 15
to 325 per kg depending on
the size of the produce.

“During Dasara, the
price of tomato should
have been at least 340 to
50 per kg. But the supply is
so rich that on some days,
we cannot empty the
stocks,” said Ramamurthy,
a vendor in Yelahanka.

With an increased flow
of tomato to the market,
the prices have failed to
rise in the last few weeks.

“There are a lot of toma-
toes in the market, mostly
coming from Andhra Pra-
desh and other States.
Their quality is better
when compared to ours
and they are selling a box
for more than 120 to 150.
However, here on an aver-
age, the selling price is 60
to ¥90. After losing 320
lakh in the previous years,
I had made %8 lakh this
year with tomato. But now,
it looks like a loss again,”
said Venkat Reddy, a toma-
to farmer from Chintamani

taluk in Kolar district.
Several other farmers al-
so flagged similar issues.
According to them, the
selling price for this season
should have been anywh-
ere between 400 and
3500 per box. However,
they also believe that the
prices will go up again due
to the attack of leaf curl dis-
ease in the major vegetable
growing district of Kolar.
“From the last 20 to 25
days, the attack of leaf curl
disease (bingi roga) has
caused many tomato crops
to wither away. We are not
getting much help from the
scientists to tackle this pro-
blem. If this trend conti-
nues, after November 15,
the price will rise again,”
said Manjunath, another
tomato farmer from Srini-
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People shop on the eve of Dasara and Ayudha Puja in Bengaluru on Sunday. K. MURALI KUMAR

vaspura taluk in Kolar
district.

Amidst the highs and
lows of the prices, the big-
gest worry of farmers
seems to be the diseases
which have afflicted the
crop.

“In the last five years,
the tomato crops in Kolar
have been affected by An-
thracnose, late blight, and
potassium deficiency and
now, leaf curl disease. The
Horticulture Department
officials, after seeking exp-
ert advice from Bagalkot,
have concluded that the
diseases are a result of
weather changes. Howev-
er, they have not guided
the farmers about the man-
agement of diseases,” said
Nalini Gowda A., a farm-
ers’ leader from Kolar.

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Oct. 23, 2023
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“If these diseases conti-
nue, in the next two years,
no one will be able to cul-
tivate tomatoes in Kolar,”
she added.

However, the officials
of the Horticulture De-
partment said that farm-
ers are being guided about
the steps they need to
take.

“Our officials there have
issued advisories regarding
the disease. As for the
price fluctuation, despite
our repeated warnings to
not immediately switch
crops, farmers chose to
grow tomatoes in higher
quantities due to the in-
creased price this year.
Hence, they are not able to
get good prices now,” said
Ramesh D.S, Director, Hor-
ticulture Department.

Prices of
lemon and
ash gourd
skyrocket

Vishal V.P.
BENGALURU

Higher demand for le-
mons, ash gourds, and
flowers ahead of Mahana-
vami and Vijayadashami
has led to the prices of
these festival essentials,
along with a few other
fruits, skyrocket in Benga-
luru.

Most vendors pointed
out that a low supply ow-
ing to weather-induced
reasons and an increased
demand have become a
pattern  this  festive
season.

Shiv Kumar, a vendor
in Kodihalli, said: “Due to
an increase in demand for
lemons and ash gourds
which are used for puja,
their prices have gone up
from IBO per dozen to
T150 to ¥200 per dozen
and 740 per kg to T50 to
60 per kg respectively.
Banana plants now cost
between I55 and I60 per
piece, up from about 330
to ¥35 previously. We pur-
chase these things at exor-
bitant costs, which occa-
sionally affects our profit
margins.”

Lokesh Reddy, owner
of a flower and vegetable
shop in Koramangala,
said: “Popular flowers like
rose, jasmine, kanakam-
bra, marigold, and sevan-
thige (chrysanthemums)
previously cost between
60 and 90 per kg and
now they are selling for
¥200 and 3300. We fre-
quently find ourselves
with little time to nego-
tiate because of the flood
of customers at this time™.

Some vendors, like
Shanta in Halasuru mar-
ket, complained that the
increased prices have
kept customers from pur-
chasing higher quantities.
“Upon realising the high-
er prices, people fre-
quently buy less than nor-
mal, even though they
still make purchases. For
many stores, this year has
been really slow,” she not-
ed.
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Sensitive ecosystem in Cauvery’s birthplace cries for
attention amidst 42% deficit in southwest monsoon

Commercialisation and decline in rainfed cultivation of paddy in Kodagu are adding to Cauvery’s woes as paddy fields were acting like micro reservoirs with water being impounded for 3 to 4 months

B.S. Satish Kumar
KODAGU

he dwindling stor-
age in Karnataka's
Cauvery basin re-
servoirs owing to drought
prevailing in the State has
caused concerns in the
downstream areas, be-
sides typically escalating
the legal tussle over inter-
State sharing of the river
water. But the plight of the
sensitive ecosystem of Ko-
dagu, which is the main
catchment area as well as
place of origin of the river,
is yet to get due attention.
‘This tiny hilly district lo-
cated in the pristine West-
ern Ghats region should
receive good rains if the
Krishnaraja Sagar (KRS) re-
servoir, located in the
downstream, has to get
adequate inflow to take
care of irrigation require-
ment of farmers in com-
mand areas and drinking
water needs of towns and
cities in the basin, includ-
ing Bengaluru. Also, the
State’s experience has
shown that the inter-State
sharing of Cauvery water
does not get complicated
when there are good rains
in Kodagu.

Rainfall pattern

This year, Kodagu district
has reported a cumulative
rainfall deficit of 42% dur-
ing southwest monsoon

Source:

Partly abandoned rainfed paddy cultivation fields at Nallur, near Gonikoppa, in Kodagu district, which is part of a micro reservoir system that

that ended on September
30 as against the State’s av-
erage deficit of 25%. In
fact, the deficit was as high
as 80% in June and 82% in
August in this district.

This deficit would not
just impact the ecosystem
of the district, but the flow
of river in the entire Cauv-
ery basin that transcends
State boundaries.

While legal experts are

sustains the ecosystem of Kodagu and Cauvery river. K. MURALI KUMAR

worried about dwindling
storage in KRS, naturalists
well-versed with the Koda-
gu landscape are con-
cerned about decline in
rain-fed paddy cultivation
in Kodagu which they say
is a micro reservoir system
that sustains the ecosys-
tem of Kodagu and the
Cauvery river.

“We have an age-
old practice of cultivating

paddy in the valleys with
the help of rainwater.
These paddy fields act like
small ponds as we im-
pound rainwater in them
for three to four months.
These paddy fields will
feed streams and rivulets
which in turn strengthen
tributaries of Cauvery. But
the cause of concern now
is that cultivation of paddy
has reduced by nearly

50%,” says C.G. Kushalap-
pa, scientist and retired
dean of College of Forestry
in Ponnampet, who has
studied the ecosystem of
Kodagu for over 35 years.
According to him, farm-
ers are shunning paddy
mainly because it is not re-
munerative. The high la-
bour cost and man-animal
conflict near the Nagara-
hole National Park are also

The Hindu, p.6, Oct. 23, 2023

Arainfall measuring instrument
ata coffee plantation in
Kodagu district. (Below)
Scientist C.G. Kushalappa.
K MURALI KUMAR

forcing them to shun pad-
dy cultivation.

Another major reason
for shunning the paddy
cultivation is rapid com-
mercialisation which is
making farmers to either
sell off or take up construc-
tion activities on paddy
fields which are more suit-
ed for construction than
the slopes, he observes.

Expressing concern that

shunning paddy cultiva-
tion is affecting particular-
ly the summer flow of
Cauvery river as well as the
Kodagu ecosystem, he sug-
gests that the government
revive rain-fed paddy cul-
tivation by providing an in-
centive of 210,000 an acre.
The government, NGOs
and corporates should join
hands in this endeavor, he
suggests.

Pointing out that farm-
ers near the national park
have completely shunned
paddy cultivation due to
man-animal conflict, he
suggests building com-
munity fences for the en-
tire villages. He has also
mooted the idea of bring-
ing a law to impose checks
and balances on selling
away the paddy lands for
commercial purposes.

“If the government
wants continued flow of
Cauvery even during sum-
mer, then the need of the
hour is to demonstrate sus-
tainable development mo-
del involving paddy cultiv-
ation backed by incentive
in a couple of villages so
that others too would get
attracted,” says Dr. Kusha-
lappa.

He particularly opposes
indiscriminate commer-
cialisation in this hot tou-
rist destination and refers
to previous years' epi-
sodes of landslips in the
areas that witnessed in-

tense commercialisation
and construction
activities.

Former member of Cof-
fee Board of India and an
expert on coffee industry
as well as Kodagu ecosys-
tem, Bose Mandanna too
expresses concern over ra-
pid commercialisation that
is affecting the ecosystem
in sensitive zones of Koda-
gu. “People from outside
invest in land here for
commercial  purposes.
This has resulted in huge
constructions coming up
on ecologically sensitive
areas. We saw its impact in
2019 when landslides were
witnessed in several sensi-
tive zones of Kodagu when
it rained 40 inches in a sin-
gle day,” he recalls.

“Itis okay to allow con-
version of agricultural land
for construction for resi-
dential purposes. But con-
version of agricultural land
for large constructions like
big resorts should not be
allowed. Itis not wise to al-
low such huge construc-
tions atop hil

Kodagu
of Karnataka Rajya Raitha
Sangha, Manu Somaiah,
says “Kodagu being a tou-
rist destination, outsiders
show a lot of interest in
buying land here for com-
mercial purposes. Politi-
cians too are buying lands
here in others’ names (be-
nami ownership).”
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Centre bars

states from

buying rice
from FCI stock

New Delhi: The Centre will
continue to not allow state
governments to buy rice from
its buffer stock held by the
Food Corporation of India un-
der the open market sale
scheme, even as fresh pro-
curement has started. Less
than1% of thericeitofferedin
themarket wassold inthe past
four months.

Till the first week of Octo-
ber, FCI has sold only 1,210
tonnes of rice out of the near-
ly9.34lakh tonnes offered by it
since June 28 as a market in-
tervention measure to check
prices. A senior food ministry
official said they don’t expect
any fresh sale as new crop has
started arriving in mandis
and prices have been tamed.

Responding to a query on
why the government is not al-
lowing states to buy rice and
wheat from FCI stock when
the agency did not find
enough takers, the official
said the decision was taken
keeping in mind the “interest
of all 140 crore Indians™. Tnn

Source: The Times of India, p.13, Oct. 25, 2023




6% storage at 14 major dams,
Karnataka stares at water crisis

Situation InState  KRISHNA BASIN SAFE; CAUVERY INFLOW HIT

Serious, But Not
Critical: Officials

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With the south-
west monsoon failing and no
relief coming in yet from the
retreating monsoon, water

» Inflow drops: Other bk, P 2

8,117 cusecs water daily

» Karnataka is left with > Despite a total storage

only 502tmcft of water capacity of 114.6tmcft, reservoirs
in 14 major dams till of Harangi, Hemavathi,

the next monsoon Kabini and KRS left with
season in June 2024 only 61.6tmcft of water

» Krishna basin is on » Three hydel power plants
the safer side with 63% are also under stress, with
storage but the Cauvery Linganamakki, Supa and Varahi
basin is under stress due to | reporting only 152.5tmcft of

zero inflows and release of | water as opposed to the

combined capacity of 328tmcft

level in all 14 major dams of
Karnataka has hit a low,
plunging the state into the
throes of a water crisis.

As per the October 26 da-
ta, the overall water capacity
inthel4 major dams was 56 %
of its capacity, with only
502tmceft of water left till the
next monsoon season in Ju-

ne 2024. This means that the
same reserve of water needs
to be managed for agricultu-
re, domestic purposes, and
industrial use for the next
eight months. Government
officials classified the situa-
tion as “serious”, not “criti-
cal” at the moment, with the
stress on the infrastructure

likely to increase in the next
two to three months.

While the Krishna basin
is relatively on the safer side
with 63% storage and will ca-
ter to the demands of the po-
pulation in North Karnata-
ka districts, the Cauvery ba-
sin is coming under increa-
sing stress due to zero

inflowsand 8,117 cusecs of re-
lease of water every day.

Despite havinga capacity
of 114.6tmcft of water, the re-
servoirs of Harangi, Hemav-
athi, Kabini and KRS have
reported a storage of only
61.6tmcft of water. Of this, as
much as 34tmcft of water is
required for domesticand in-
dustrial purposes, and the
rest has to be calculated as
“contingency” if the monso-
ons fail yet again in the next
cycle, thereby giving little or
norespite tofarmers and the
agriculture sector.

On the other end, the we-
ather predictions have not
offered much optimism,
with a 65% deviation in the
northeast monsoon rains in
the past 25 days.

» Water situation, P 4

Water situation in north districts manageable, says min

»Continued from page 1

eare beingtold by IMD
\ :\ / that there may be
chancesof betterrain-

fall post October 30,” said one
government official.

Revenue minister Krishna
Byregowda said, “While there
is a depletion of water level in
our reservoirs, we still are on
the safer side. We expect the se-
verity to come at the end of the
crop season. But an advisory
has been issued to all officials
in revenue, water resources
and agriculture departments

to not dip their hands into the
drinking water allocations.
Each reservoir has got its own
thresholds of drinking water
levels with the highest being in
Cauvery basin followed by
Tungabhadra and Almatti
based on the requirements for
drinking water.”

The RDPR department has
started monitoring the water
situation for rural water sup-
ply every two weeks, and in-
structions have been given to
zilla panchayat CEOs to start
sourcing water locally inmajor
drought-hit districts to meet

drinking water demands. “Our
priority has been ensuring
drinking water demands are
met, and we have sought Rs 554
crore towards rural and urban
water supply,” said RDPR min-
ister Priyank Kharge.
According to Kharge, water
situation in the northern dis-

Source: The Times of India, p.1&4, Oct. 27, 2023

tricts of the state is “managea-
ble”, with water still being re-
leased from dams for agricul-
ture purposes as well. “We ex-
pect the strain on our
infrastructure to increase in
the next three months when
water levels continue to recede
and the depth of the groundwa-
terlevels increases,” he said.
Three hydel power plants
are also under stress, with Lin-
ganamakki, Supa, and Varahi
havingonly 152.5tmcft of water
as opposed to the combined ca-
pacity of 328tmcft, which is
46% of the total storage levels.



State govt seeks Rs 17,901 crore
drought relief from Centre

NEW DELHI, DHNS

he Karnataka govern-
Tment on Wednesday

demanded Rs 17,901.73
crore from the Union govern-
ment to compensate farmers
affected by the drought in the
kharif season this year.

Revenue Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda, Agriculture Min-
ister NChaluvarayaswamyand
Rural Development Minister
Priyank Kharge met Union
Agriculture Secretary Manoj
Kumar Ahuja and Home Sec-
retary Ajay Kumar Bhalla
separately and briefed them
of the drought situation in
Karnataka.

Emerging fromthemeeting,
Krishna Byre Gowdasaid, “We
have sought a total drought
relief of Rs 17,901.73 crore as
perthe NDRF norms. We have
requested the Central govern-
ment to clear the funds at the

Coal to be purchased from
foreign countries: Patil

VIJAYAPURA, DHNS: Large
and Medium Industries
Minister M B Patil said
on Wednesday that two
lakh tonnes of coal will be
purchased from foreign
countries as thermal pow-
er generation hasbeen
stopped due tolack
of quality coal.

Speaking toreporters

earliest.”OutofRs17,901 crore
estimated droughtrelief funds,
the minister said the state gov-
ernment, for the first time, has
demanded Rs 12,577 crore as
gratuitous relief to families,
whose livelihood has been se-
riously affected due to drought
for 90 days.

after ameeting atthe

DC’s office here, he said
the tender process for the
procurement of the coalis
in process. Patil said the
state needs 16,000 MW of
power against the normal
demand 010,000 MW. An
amount of Rs 3 crore has
been provided to Hescom
to purchase power, he said.

asawholerecorded 26 per cent
deficit rainfall thatled toan es-
timated agriculture and horti-
culturecroplossinabout45.55
lakh hectaresduring the kharif
season, he said.

The state has so far declared
drought in 216 taluks and will
examine the possibility of de-

Asof September 22, thestate  claring more taluksasdrought-

hit in the first week of Novem-
ber, he said.

The state has also demand-
ed Rs 4,414.29 crore for agri-
culture and horticulture crop
loss during the kharif season
(July-June) this year, while Rs
355 crore towards animal feed
and Rs 554 crore for provid-
ing drinking water assistance
in drought-affected taluks, he
added.

The Karnataka government
has estimated a total loss due
to the crop damage in the
state at Rs 33,770.10 crore.
It has sought assistance of Rs
17,901.73 crore under the Na-
tional Disaster Relief Fund
(NDREF).

Minister Kharge said he re-
quested the Centre to release
the pending Rs 600 crore
MGNREGA funds to the state
in a separate meeting with the
Union Rural Development Sec-
retary here.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Oct. 26, 2023

Onion prices up in Bengaluru

as drought hits harvest

Farmersalso

reinvest after crop loss in Maha

reluctantto

v

UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
BENGALURU, DHNS

nion prices in Bengal-
()uru are slowly inching

upwards as erratic
rains and drought have hit
this year’s onion harvest in
the state.

Prices are up by over 50%
in many stores in the city,
with sellers scrambling to
find adequate stock to meet
the demand for the essential
kitchen staple.

At the Agricultural Pro-
duce Market Committee
(APMC) Yard in Yeshwant-
pur, Bengaluru, wholesale
prices of onion stood at Rs 65

per kg as of Thursday, after
consistently hovering be-
tween Rs 35 and Rs 40 over
the past couple of weeks.

Wholesale APMC seeing Many farmers
i onion prices only 100 reluctant to
. inAPMC, truckloads of reinvestin
:‘:&‘ Yeshwantpur, | freshonionfrom the crop after
atRs 65 per districts every several of them,
kg; it was day compared especially in
Rs 35/Rs 40 to between Maharashtra,
for the past 500and 1,000 suffered major
couple of truckloads a few crop loss earlier
weeks. years ago. this year.

Ravishankar B, Secretary,
Bengaluru Potato and Onion
Merchants Association, said
that prices have been rising
since the beginning of this
week.

“Although the supply has
been falling over the past cou-
ple of years, this season has
been quite bad,” Ravishan-
kar told DH. “The wholesale
onion market here is seeing
only100 truckloads or rough-
ly1,000 tonnes of fresh onion
from districts every day com-
pared to between 500 and

1,000 truckloads thatused to
comeineverydayin Septem-
ber-October a few yearsago.”

The shortage of fresh pro-
duce has led to old stocks be-
ing sold, for which many sell-
ersaredependent onimports
from Maharashtra, headded.

“By now, we should have
got fresh stocks from Gadag,
Hubballi and Belagavi after
getting the produce from
Chitradurga and Davangere
in August-September. Unfor-
tunately, the overall growth of
the crop has been very less,”

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Oct. 27, 2023

Ravishankar said.

Another reason for the
sharp fall in supply, Ravis-
hankar said, is because many
farmerswerereluctanttore-
investin the crop afterseveral
of them, especially in Maha-
rashtra, suffered major crop
loss earlier this year.

Amid the supply crunch,
several supermarkets in the
city have raised their prices
to anywhere between Rs 55
and Rs 80 per kg.

“Two days ago, the price
per kg was Rs 50, but we

Back to Contents

are also struggling with low
supply and higher wholesale
prices. Now, itis Rs 60 per kg,
butIbelieveit mightincrease
in the next few days,” said a
vegetable seller in Shanthi-
nagar.

An organic store in Giri-
nagar has been selling a kilo
of onion for Rs 80 for the past
two days. “Because our prod-
ucts are organic, the prices
are double the usual rates.
It might even go up to Rs 90
per kg by this weekend,” said
the owner.




Decentralisation

BBMP Budget outlay (2023-24)

Rs 11,158 Cr

BENGALURU, DHNS

Property tax revenue Non-tax revenue Central govt grant State govt grant Others

Rs4,412Cr Rs1,331Cr | Rs461Cr | Rs3,632Cr | Rs1,320Cr

fixed at 20% more than the
pre-2016 value if it exceeds it

Property taxes are amajor

Fixing issues

he Property Tax collection
procedure in BBMP needs to
be completely revamped. It is
proposed to take up all self-as-
sessment declarations by all
major commercial buildings
Jfor a detailed verification
during 2023-24. These SAS
returns will be compared with
corresponding documents of
other state agencies by using
the required software. This is
expected to lead to a substan-
tial increase in property tax
collection.

Thus reads the BBMP
Budget 2023-24. The BBMP
collected Rs 3,033 crore in
2021-22, It increased to Rs
3,758 crore in 2022-23. This
time, the target is higher, at
Rs 4,790 crore. “Excluding
cesses which need to be trans-
ferredtootherinstitutions, the
property tax collection target
has been setat Rs 4,412 crore.
This target is 27% more than
the amount proposed to be
collectedin therevised budget
for 2022-23,"says the budget.

In its previous budget,
BBMP estimated a revenue
of Rs 1,000 crore from the
B-Khata to A-Khata Regu-
larisation Scheme, hoping to
bring more properties under
the tax net. Thus, every year,

inthe zonal structure,

BBMP had tax arrears of
more than Rs 2,265 crore in
2018, which could have only
gone up now despite Palike
trying to waive penalties and
interestand encouraging peo-
pleand entities to pay taxes.

Another problem is com-
mercial properties getting
under-taxed. "BBMP needs to
look at the commercial prop-
erties. Progressively, they
should start looking at how
the assessment is done and
bring a differential method to
fixtaxes. In Westerncountries,
the tax on a stadium is not the
sameas the taxonashop. The
taxisa percentage of the reve-
nue generated,” says Namita
Aggarwal, Head of Municipal
Revenues - Janaagraha, ad-
vocating the same system for
Bengaluru,

B Khata properties
The problem is also with
many properties built in rev-
enue lands in the 110 villages,
seven city municipalities and
one town municipality added
to Bengaluru in 2007, which
need proper khatas and legal
recognition.

To bring owners of such
propertiesinto the tax net, the

the BBMP keeps
targets and ideas to increase
the property tax revenue. But,
at the end of the year, the ac-
tual tax collected falls short of

BBMP keeps conducting Kha-
ta melas, where people will
pay betterment charges and
get the properties converted.
Khata melas are also under-

expectations. taken for apartments that do
Deputy Chief Minister and  not have khatas bifurcated yet

Bengaluru DevelopmentMin-  pay propertytaxesunder the B

ister D K Shival iskeen registerusingth t

onincreasing the tax revenue.
He spoke about how people
declare less built-up areas for
their properties while self-as-
sessing the value, citing his
own example. This is, in fact,
well-known ever since the
self-assessmentscheme (SAS)
came into existence in 2008,

Need for are-look

“There was a scope to do 10%
(initially 5%) random checks
per year under the SAS
scheme, This was never done.
1f they had done it, all proper-
ties would have been checked
by now," say sources in the
know. The last budget speech
indicated th hverification

However, many beneficiar-
ies say this process is marred
with bribes, and it takes a lot
of willpower to overcome it.
Prabhu Patil, the ex-president
of Rohan Vasanthaapartment
inMarathahalli, says suchme-
las are helpful. In their case,
there were occupancy cert
cates for the flats, but the kha-
tawas not bifurcated. Initially,
in 2020-21, people had to pay
bribe. However, later, they used
the Sakala scheme and online
facilities and approached the
Jjoint commissioner of the Ma-
hadevapura zone when the
BBMP officials rejected their
application without a valid
reason. | hs, theygot

willbedone this year.

“Physical verification is
essential,” says D R Prakash,
president of Osborne Layout
Residents Welfare Associ-
ation. He recalls an online
system where people could
flag properties paying low or
no taxes, which now does not
exist. “This waswithdrawn cit-
ing security purposes, proba-
bly due to too many skeletons
tumbling out,” he says.

The BBMP, in 2016, divided
thecityintosixzonesand fixed
property taxes based on the
built-uparea, type of building,
zone and other factors, How-
ever, thisruffled the feathers of
property owners as some had
topaymorethan100%morein
taxes. Later, the BBMP passed

ar ioninthe -

the khatas and are now a part
oftheformal A Khata property
taxnet.

‘Workison'
Revenue department offi-
cials are working to fix the
loopholes. Munish Moudgil,
Special Commissioner for
Revenue, BBMP, told DH that
digitisation of BBMP property
records is underway, and the
department wants to hand it
over to people smoothly. “Itis
a positive approach. We also
aim to automate the change
of name in online khata doc-
uments when the property
transfer happens,”headds.
“Wearedoingeverythingto
mop up the property tax reve-
nue. Propertytaxisinthecity’s
interest.Irequest peopl

iting the hike. Now, the tax is

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A, Oct. 21, 2023

taxes promptly,”headds. r

source of revenue for the BBMP,
butitstruggles to collect taxes
ontime. The problemis amixof
inefficiency, corruption
and citizen apathy

DHILLUSTRATION: DEEPAK HARICHANDAN

needs political will

V RAVICHANDAR

Over the last two decades,
particularly when financial
resources are crunched, one
gets a sense of déja vu when
the leadership makes state-
mentsof how the Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Palike's
(BBMP) property tax collec-
tions are way below potential
and how we need to do some-
thingaboutit.

Recently, the Bengaluru
Development Minister felt
property tax of Rs 3,000
crores (including arrears) an-
nually was low. He advocated
an inspection and enforce-
ment drive to get property
ownersto pay theirdueshare.

Over eight years ago, the
Government of India Eco-
nomic Survey indicated that
Bengalurucollectsonlya fifth
of its potential. It does seem
we are leaving something be-
tween Rs3,000-9,000 crores
uncollected, depending on
whom you listen to,

A problem in the BBMP's
structural set-up is that the
person (or office) indicating
the property taxtarget for the
year is the person who is also
in charge of ensuring collec-
tions. Consequently, consider-
able perverse incentives exist
to understate the potential
while looking good in terms
ofahigh percentage collected
vis-a-vis targets.

Unless different depart-
ments handle these two

is considerable misreporting
are owner-occupied/rental
status and whether residen-
tial/commercial. The taxes in
the latter cases are twice the
former’srates. Therental sta-
tus can easily be fixedif BBMP
can get the courts to request
for property tax payment
classification before admit-
ting any tenancy dispute cas-
es—few owners will risk their
inability togoto courtagainst
the tenant for the savings a
false declaration offers.

The commercial usage
shown as residential can be
tackled by sharing the data-
bases between Bangalore
Electricity Supply Company
Limited (BESCOM), Banga-
lore Water Supply and Sew-
erage Board (BWSSB) and
BBMP. For this, there is a
need foraunique property ID
to link the databases, and all
agenciesmust followa unique
property ID not linked to the
ward number. Thus far, there
has been zero interest in get-
ting thisdone.

Capital value vs

presumed value

One standard solution to
increase property tax collec-
tion is to shift to the Capital
Value System, where the tax
is levied as a percentage of
the property’s market value,
Wedonot have atransparent
property pricing discovery
system. The nearest proxy is
guidance values that get re-

! furye ot

roles, and they are d

by proving the potential exists
and collection efficiency, re-
spectively, the bane of lower
property tax collection willbe
perpetual. And the citywill be
theloser.

How tax slips

through cracks

Firstly, all properties are not
in the tax net. Many existing
buildings on the ground do
notappear in BBMP records.
Even where properties (in-
cluding large campuses) are
listed, the built-up square
feet area shown for taxation
is often way below the actual
reality.

The property GISdatabase
is way off the mark, with no
proper geocoordinates for
each property. No system for
transferring newly cleared
plans or occupancy certifi-
cates into the property data-
base exists. One wonders if
there are cosy arrangements
between the field officialsand
theownerssinceitis common
knowledge that BBMP offi-
cials are aware of every con-
struction activity in the city.
And if such arrangements do
exist, how can the same peo-
ple fix the problem?

The two areas where there

p
Our current self-assess-
ment scheme (SAS) process
can rezone the areas based
on the new guidance value
bands. Butitisequallyimpor-
tant from a citizen-friendly
outlook to have the online
property tax records reflect
the new zoning for a proper-
ty. The online system must be
more user-friendly and intui-
tive and allow for changes to
property withanappropriate
verification process,

BBMP’s property tax collec-
tion can reach its true poten-
tial if we have the necessary
political will, administrative
commitmentand law-abiding
citizenry to work in tandem.
The essence of the SAS was
to trust the owner to tell the
truth over expecting a reve-
nueofficer touncover alie.

Itwillhelpifthe citizenssee
the money they pay as taxes
being used wisely for better
cityinfrastructure. If thatdoes
not happen, the existing trust
deficit between citizens and
thegovernmentwill continue
towiden.

(Theauthor advocated SAS
in 2000 at a Bangalore Agen-
da Task Force summit, which
was later adopted by the BMP
and BBMP)

Feedback: pointblank@ deccanherald.co.in




BBMP gets Rs 291-cr central
ant, plans 21 civic works

Projects include water supply,

sanitation, waste management

NAVEEN MENEZES
BENGALURU, DHNS

he Bruhat Bengaluru
TMahanagara Palike

(BBMP) has finalised 21
new works related to water
supply, sanitation, and solid
waste managementata cost of
Rs 291 crore.

The action plan was pre-
pared based on the second
tranche of grants provided by
the 15th Finance Commission
as part of the devolution of
taxes.

Some of the prominent
works include drilling new
borewells and recharge pits
to harvest rainwater, con-
struction of 150- to 200-tonne
capacity garbage transfer sta-
tions in five assembly constit-
uencies, a sewage treatment
plant (STP) near Rachenahalli
Lake,and aground level reser-
voir in Pulakeshinagar.

While the Bangalore Water

Supply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB) will be responsible
for worksamounting toRs133
crore, the BBMP will directly
handle works worth Rs 50
crore, which is entirely ear-
marked for lakes.

Asum of Rs108 crore is giv-
ento the newly formed Benga-
luru Solid Waste Management
Ltd (BSWML).

The Rs 50-crore grant has
been distributed across 22
lakes, including Banaswadi,
where the civic body plans to
create a forest and a public
park to stop further encroach-
ment of the waterbody.

Barring Halasuru, which has
got Rs 10 crore for enhancing
storage capacity by de-silting,a
majority of the lakes identified
in the new action plan fall on
the outskirts of the city.

The BSWML hassetasideRs
3 crore to set up ‘Kalika Kend-
ras’atvariouslocationswithan
aim to popularise compostin

of waste locally. The Karna-
taka Power Corporation Ltd
(KPCL), which is setting up a
waste-to-energy plant in Bida-
di, will be given Rs 30 crore.

Previous grants

In July 2021, the centre sanc-
tioned a grant of Rs 279 crore
for 27 works across the three
streams mentioned above. Al-
mostallworks are currentlyin
progress.

Last week, BBMP Chief
Commissioner Tushar Giri-
nath reviewed the progress of
all these works and directed
the officers to complete them
at the earliest to avoid delays
inreceiving the fresh grants.

The 27 works included the
developmentofeightlakes (Rs
41.85 crore), augmentation of
water supply through bore-
wells (Rs 97.65 crore),and solid
waste management (SWM) for
workslike upgrading drywaste
collection centres, installation
ofautomatic waste segregation
machine, scientific closure of
landfillsites (Rs130 crore), etc.

The borewell works had
come under the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) scanner as
the civic body was accused of
inflating the project cost.

e

The BBMP has roped nagenciestocleaf' debris dumped in
public places. Blackspots continue to exist due to lack

| Prominent works |

Creation of Ground-level
recharge reservoir and
pits to harvest pump housein
rainwater Pulakeshinagar
Rs30cr Rs30cr
STPinside Scientificclosure
Mahatma of Bagalur
Gandhi Institute | landfill

of RuralEnergy | RS 10 cr
Development —_—
near Five transfer
Rachenahalli stations

Rs 30 cr Rs 65 cr

of enforcement against violators. bH FILE PHOTO

Solid waste ~ Water
management supply
Rs 108 cr Rs90cr

Total
Rs291cr

|

Lakes Sanitation

Rs50cr  Rs43cr

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Oct. 23, 2023

Back to Contents




ECONOMY

K'taka govt constitutes nine
industrial vision groups

Industry leaders
have been brought
to give heft to these

think tanks

—v—

BENGALURU ,DHNS

he Karnataka govern-
I ment has constituted
nine sector-specific
vision groups comprising
industry leaders to aid the
state’s aim of becoming the
number one destination for
“future-tech manufacturing”
in Asia.

“These vision groups would
provide guidance and strate-
gic insights,” Industries Min-
ister MB Patil said in a state-
ment.

Thevision groups cover the
following sectors: aerospace
& defence, machine tools,
ESDM, pharmaceuticals, core
manufacturing, auto/electric
vehicles, Industry 5.0, textiles
and green energy. All vision
groups are chaired by Patil
with the industries secretary
asthe vice-chairperson.

Members of the aerospace
& defence vision group are:
Apparao Venkata Mallavara-
pu, MD & Chairman, Cen-
tum Electronics; Udayant
Malhoutra, CEO & MD, Dy-
namatic Technologies; HG
Chandrashekar, Founder &
MD, SASMOS; Ashwani Bhar-
gava, Senior Director, Boeing;
Krittivas Mukherjee, Director
- Govt Affairs, Airbus; Samit
Ray, Head - Public Affairs,
Raytheon; CB Anathakrish-

S
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Large and Medium
Industries Minister MB Patil.

nan, Chairman & MD, HAL.

The ESDM vision group
has: Jitendra Chaddah, Coun-
try Head, Global Foundries;
Santhosh Kumar, Managing
Director, Texas Instruments;
Ramesh Kunhikannan, Board
Member, Kaynes Technology;
Vinay Shenoy, MD, Infineon;
Venu Nuguri, MD & CEO, Hi-
tachi Energy; SK Murthy, Di-
rector of IP, Intel Technology
India Pvt Ltd; Charan Guru-
murthy, MD, Tata Semicon-
ductors Assembly and Testing
Pvt Ltd.

The auto/EV vision group
has: Guruprasad Mudlapur,
JMD & CTO, Bosch; Arun
Mittal, Director, Exide Auto-
motive; Sudeep Dalvi, Senior
VP & Director, Toyota; Kamal
Bali, President & MD, Volvo;
Sushant Naik, Global Head
- Govt & Public Affairs, Tata
Motors.

Vision group on machine
tools has: Sanjay Koul, MD,
Timken; Harish B, CEO, ACE;
Lakshmikanthan Krishnan,
Director, TaeguTec; A Ven-
kata Krishnan, CEO, Yuken;
Tarang V Parikh, MD, YG-1.

The pharma vision group
has: GV Prasad, Co-Chairman
and MD, Dr Reddy’s Labo-
ratories; Siddharth Mittal,
CEO & MD, Biocon; Sameer
Khetarpal, CEO & MD, Jubi-
lant Lifesciences; Vishnukant
Bhutada, MD, Shilpa; Umang
Vohra, MD & CEO, Cipla; Dil-
ip Surana, Chairman & MD,
Micro Labs.

The core manufacturing vi-
sion group has: Vinod Noval,
CEO, JSW; KC Jhanwar, MD,
Ultratech; Rahul Kumar, Joint
MD, Baldota; Bahirji A Ghor-
pade, MD, SMIORE; RBM
Tripathi, President Opera-
tions, JK Cement.

The vision group on Indus-
try 5.0 has: Akshay Singhal,
CEO & Founder, Log9; Mal-
likarjun Santhanakrishnan,
CEO, GS Global Ventures;
Rohan M Ganapathy, CEO,
Bellatrix; Awais Ahmed, CEO,
Pixxel; Souvik Sengupta, CEO
& Co-founder, InfraMarket;
Gadhadar Reddy, CEO &
Founder, Nopo Nanotechnol-
ogies.

The textiles vision group
has: Pankaj Narula, CEO,
Shahi Exports Pvt Ltd; Gau-
tam Chakravarti, CEO, Goka-
ldas Exports; Vishak Kumar,
CEO, Aditya Birla Madura
F&L; VS Ganesh, CEO, Page
Industries; Punit Lalbhai, Vice
Chairman and ED, Arvind
Mills.

The green energy vision
group has: Kishore Nair, CEO
& Director, Avaada Energy;
Vivek Singla, President and
Green H2 Head, Renew Pow-
er; Krishna Revankar, CEO,
Emmvee Solar Systems; Sha-
rad Pungalia, CEO & MD, Am-
plus Solar; Ashish Khanna,

CEOQ &MD. Tata Power Solar.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.14, Oct. 21, 2023




Deficient monsoon hits power
generation at hydel plants

Water in three major hydel reservoirs enough to generate 3,997 MU; KPCL to conserve water for generation in summer

Sathish G.T.
SHIVAMOGGA

weak  southwest
monsoon has led
to low water levels
in reservoirs this year, in
turn impacting power
generation in hydel dams.
The cumulative water
storage in three major hy-
del dams is only 43.75% of
their capacity, forcing Kar-
nataka Power Corporation
Limited (KPCL) to go for
thermal energy and con-
serve the available water
for the coming summer. In
2022, the State received
good rains. During the cor-
responding period last
year, the three major hy-
del reservoirs recorded a
cumulative storage of
77.88%.

Storage

Linganamakki, Supa, and
Mani are the three major
hydel reservoirs for power
production in Karnataka.
As on October 21, the total
storage available was suffi-
cient to generate 3,997 MU
(million units) of power.
On this day last year, there

was enough water to gen-
erate 7,050 MU. There
have been complaints of

frequent power cuts
across Karnataka. Farmers
have hit the streets de-
manding power supply, as
they are finding it difficult
to safeguard standing
crops due to scanty rain-
fall. Due to the drought,
the demand for power has
increased.

At the same time, pow-
er generation has suffered.
As of now, the demand is
around 15,000 MW to
16,000 MW, up from
9,000 MW to 10,000 MW
last vear. The Sharavathi
Valley Project, which has
four power-generating sta-
tions with a total capacity

Data on major hydel power dams in Karnataka e iguresinbrakets

Linganamakki

Full reservoir level |1,812 ft 564 m
| Present level |1,786.75 ft (1,814ft) 545.05 m (553.85 m)
Gross capacity | 156 tmcft 147.53 tmcft
Present capacity |66.84 tmcft/44.02% 75.93 tmcft/52.25%

(135.34 tmcft/89.19%)
2,006 million units (4,065 MU)

Energy content

1,651 MU (2,283 MU)

A file photo of Supa dam in Joida taluk of Uttara Kannada district.

of 1,469 MW, is one of the
major sources of electrici-
ty for Karnataka. As on Oc-
tober 21, the water in the
dam was only 66.8 tmcft,
which is 44.02% of the to-
tal capacity. With the avail-
able storage, 2,006 MU
can be generated.

Outlook for 150 days
“We can generate power
approximately for next 150
days with the available
storage,” said Uday Nayak,
Chief Engineer (Operation
and Maintenance), KPCL.
Last year on this day,
there was sufficient stor-
age to generate 4,065 MU.
The water level in the dam
reached its maximum le-
vel four times last year.

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Oct. 22, 2023

The previous occasion it
was full was in 2019-20.

The water storage in Su-
pa reservoir (Kali Valley
Project) and Mani reser-
voir (Varahi Valley Project)
has also come down.

With the available stor-
age, only 1,651 MU can be
generated in Supa dam.
Last year, the reservoir
was filled to 72.25% of ca-
pacity, and the storage
was sufficient to generate
2,283 MU.

In Mani, the water level
is only 34.98% of the reser-
voir’s capacity. The pre-
sent storage is sufficient to
generate 340 MU. Last
year, this time, the water
level was 72.22% of the ca-
pacity, and 703 MU could

(104.89 tmcft/72.25%)

594.36 m
580.96 m (589.56 m)
33.96 tmeft

10.89 tmeft/34.98%
(22.48 tmcft/72.22%)

340 MU (703 MU)

be generated with the
available storage.

Conserving water

The KPCL has decided to
conserve water in the re-
servoirs for generation in
summer.

M.C. Divakar, Director
(Technical) of the KPCL,
told The Hindu, “Consider-
ing the water level in the
reservoirs, the generation
was being managed, keep-
ing in mind demand in the
coming days. We are going
for thermal energy rather
than hydel, as of now. We
are conserving water for
the coming summer,
which is the time when
students face examina-
tions.”

Karnatakashould take a leaf out of Haryana S book totackle power crisis
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Ridership up 15% since Shakti scheme
began, RTCs to buy5 675 buses: CM

6,500 driversand rivers and 300 technical
staff to be hired for four RTCs

BENGALURU, DHNS

oad transport cor-
porations (RTCs) in
arnataka.will pur-

chase 5,675 buses in view of
the huge response to the Shakti
scheme, ChiefMinister Siddara-
maiahannounced on Saturday.

Speakingatareview meeting
ofthe Transport Department, he
stated thatRTCshadrecordeda

15% increase in ridership since
the launch of the scheme. RTCs
have deployed more buses and
are running additional sched-
ules (services) to meet the de-
mand, he said, according to a
statement released by his office.

Stating that the government
had sanctioned Rs 500 crore in
thebudgetto purchasenew bus-
es, the chief minister instructed
the officials tocomplete the pro-

cessasearlyaspossible.

RTCs,81crorewomen havetrav-

aily ridership for the state's four RTCs hasbeen around 1.1
crore, as against 82 lakh before the launch of Shakti scheme.
DHFILEPHOTO

schemesinceitslaunch on June
As perrecords availablewith 11 this year, costing the exche-
quer Rs1,902crore. Daily rider-
elled under the free bus service _ship forthestate’sfour RTCshas

beenaround 1.1crore, asagainst
82 lakh during the pre-scheme
period. The meeting also dis-
cussed the revenue target for
the Transport Department and
thefinancesofthe RTCs. Thede-
partmenthasearned Rs83crore
infinesfromvehicleinspections.

Staff recruitment

The government has approved
therecruitmentof6,500drivers
and 300 technical staff in the
four RTCs.

This will be the first recruit-
ment in the corporations since
2016, the Karnataka State Road
Transport Corporation (KS-
RTC)said ina statement.

With 13,669 vacancies, the

ment’s approval to recruit
13,000 driving and technical
staff. The government gave ap-
prova] for recruiting 6,500 staff
inthefirst phase.

The KSRTC will recruit
2,000 drivers-cum-conduc-
tors and 300 technical staff,
the NWKRTC 2,000 driv-
ers-cum-conductors,the BMTC
2,500 conductors and the
KKRTC 300 conductors.

TheKKRTC,whichservesthe
districts of Kalyana Karnataka,
will also recruit 1,619 staff and
is conducting driving tests. The
process will be completed by
January2024.

After the recruitments, the
four RTCs will still have 8,719

RTCs had sought the govern-_ drivingand technical staff.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.7, Oct. 22, 2023

No. of private vehicles in
B’luru to cross I-cr mark;
over 751 are 2-wheelers

Suchith.Kidiyoor
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The number of pri-
vate vehicles registered in
Bengaluru is set to touch the
one-croremark by theend of the
Dasara-Diwali festive season.

Currently, the city has 99.8
lakh such vehicles, which are
registered as non-transport ve-
hicles in RTOs. Of them, 75.6
lakh are two-wheelers and 23.1
lakh cars registered as perso-
nal vehicles. In September this
year, 1,300 new bikes and scoo-
ters and 409 cars hit the road
every day, on average.

As of September 30 this
year, Bengaluru has a total of
1.1crore vehicles.

Festive months of October
and November usually see a
surge inregistration of new ve-
hicles. Transport officials said
the number of private (or, non-
transport) vehicles would

Continuned....

ROADS FACE BURDEN

> Bengaluru’s total vehicular
population doubled from 55.2L in
2012-13 to 1.1 crore in Sept 2023
» This Sept, 1,300 new bikes
and scooters and 409 cars hit
the road every day, on average

» Namma Metro train covers
74km and ferries seven lakh
passengers a day; BMTC carries
43 lakh passengers daily

» Experts in the city say
increase in personal vehicles
will put more pressure on the
already-stressed road network

cross the one-crore mark in
Bengalurusoon. Despite many
modes of public transport, in-
cluding an expansive Metro
network,
apps, a significant section of
Bengalureans still use private

and ride-sharing

vehicles for daily commute.

»3cr vehicles in K'taka, P 3



K’taka home to over 3cr vehicles |

» Continued from page 1

he city’s vehicular pop-
I ulation has doubled
from 55.2 lakh in 2012-13
to 1.1 crore on September 30
this year. Metro and BMTC
are the major public trans-
port operators in Bengaluru.
Metro covers 74km of route
and ferries 7 lakh passengers
a day. BMTC carries 43 lakh
passengers daily. Reliance on
private vehicles will reduce
only when Namma Metro fur-
ther expands its network into
more office hubs and BMTC
increases its fleet size, mobili-
ty experts said.

According to them, any in-
crease in personal cars would
put more pressure on the al-
ready-stressed road network,
which has not seen any expan-
sion in the past decade. In fact,
the tech corridor saw a mas-
sive jam in the last week of
September when amajority of
working professionals took
personal vehicles to office.
Many motorists took 2-3 hours
to cover al0km stretch in peak
traffic in that particular week.

From 2012-13 to September

BURGEONING NUMBERS

Vehicle count in In Kamataka
B'luru (in lakh)  (in crore)

55.26 1.49
2013-14 60.22 163
2014-15 65.75 179
2015-16 71.61 1.95
2016-17 77.85 2.12
2017-18 83.65 2.28
2018-19 90.27 245 |
2019-20 96.38 261 2|
2020-21 1 crore 272 |
2021-22| 1.04 crore 284 &
2022-23|  1.09 crore 298 |

| Sept23] 1.12crore 3.06 3

2023, the number of vehicles
registered across Karnataka
has more than doubled from
nearly 1.5 crore to more than 3
crore. There are 2.2 crore two-
wheelers and 45 lakh four-
wheelers registered in the
state. Transportcommission-
er Yogesh AM said, “After the
Covid pandemic, there was a
surge in the number of people
using private vehicles. That
period saw registration of
new vehicles and purchase of
used private vehicles. With au-

tomobile makers coming in
with new variants and added
features, more and more peo-
ple are upgrading to im-
proved versions.”

The Congress govern-
ment hasset Rs11,500 crore as
revenue target for the trans-
port department. A trans-
port official said the depart-
ment has generated revenues
of Rs 5,226 crore from thereg-
istration of new vehiclesdur-
ing 2023-24 and other sources
thisfinancial year.

Source: The Times of India, p.1& 3, Oct. 23, 2023




State RTCs to fill 8,719
vacancies after years
of staft shortage

Over the past eight years, no new driver, conductor, or mechanic

has been recruited by the road transport corporations

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

arnataka  State
KRoad Transport

Corporation
(KSRTC) and other State
transport  corporations
plan to hire 8,719 em-
ployees following the re-
tirement of 13,669 em-
ployees, according to
Transport Minister Ramal-
inga Reddy.

State-run road tran-
sport corporations (RTCs)
- KSRTC, BMTC,
NWKRTC, and KKRTC -
have not recruited any
driver, conductor, or me-
chanic in the past eight
years.

Mr Reddy told The Hin-
du, “Since 2016, 13,669
staff members have re-
tired, causing a shortage
in our workforce. The lack
of drivers has prevented
us from utilising our fleet
to its full capacity. To ad-
dress this, we plan to re-
cruit 8,719 individuals
across all four corpora-
tions, and also add new
buses. The State govern-
ment has approved re-
cruitment of 6,500 drivers
and 300 mechanical staff
in the first phase.”

Post pandemic

After the COVID-19 pan-
demic, financially-
strained corporations
were instructed by the
then government to halt

Re_cruitment
drive

= KSRTC 2,000 drivers-
cum-conductors and
300 technical staff

= NWKRTC 2,000 drivers-
cum-conductors

= BMTC 2,500 conductors
= KKRTC 300 conductors

*Source: Transport department

regular hiring as a cost-
cutting measure.

In February 2023, the
KSRTC took measures to
tackle the driver shortage
by outsourcing drivers to
various divisions. This de-
cision was made since the
KSRTC had a shortage of
2,000 drivers. Currently,
the total staff strength of
the KSRTC is 35,000, out
of which a majority are
drivers and conductors.

“If we encounter a shor-
tage of administrative
staff, we can cope through
digitisation. However,
shortage of drivers and
mechanical staff will di-
rectly impact our services.
Hence, we have com-
menced the recruitment
process for drivers and
conductors,” Mr. Reddy
explained.

Bengaluru Metropoli-
tan Transport Corporation
(BMTC), similar to the
KSRTC, is currently expe-
riencing a deficit of 5,000
drivers.

Source: The Hindu, p.3, Oct. 25, 2023

After the State govern-
ment gave the green sig-
nal, KSRTC plans to hire
2,000 drivers-cum-con-
ductors, and 300 techni-
cal staff. The NWKRTC
plans to recruit 2,000
drivers-cum-conductors,
the BMTC 2,500 conduc-
tors, and the KKRTC plans
to hire 300 conductors.

The KKRTC, which is
responsible for serving the
Kalyana Karnataka region,
is in the process of recruit-
ing 1,619 staff members,
and is conducting driving
tests. The Transport Mi-
nister has stated that this
process will be completed
by January 2024.

Shakti scheme
Following the success of
the Shakti scheme, provid-
ing free travel to women
passengers in non-premi-
um RTC services, the go-
vernment intends to ac-
quire 5,675 new buses.
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah recently held a re-
view meeting with Tran-
sport Department
officials. He directed them
to utilise the ¥500 crore al-
located in the Budget to
purchase new buses.
Since its introduction
on June 11 this year, the
Shakti scheme in RTCs has
facilitated free bus service
for 82 crore women, incur-

ring a total cost of
21,933,40,02,184 to the ex-
chequer.



Regional imbalance grouse
spreads to coastal reglon

TiMes NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: Once a long-standing
grouse of north Karnataka, simmer-
ing discontent over regional imbal-
ances now appears to be a huge peeve
of the seven districts of Malnad and
coastal Karnataka.

Flagging widespread regional ine-
quality in health, education and em-
ployment sectors and burgeoning con-
fusion over the Forest Rights Act and
Kasturirangan Report, thousands of
people from Udupi, Chikkamagaluru,
Shivamogga, Kodagu, Dakshina Kan-
nada, Hassan and Uttara Kannada
districts besides 36 MLLAs have organ-
ised a mega consultation meeting in
Bengaluru on October 31.

Under the banner ‘Malenadu-Kara-
vali Janapara Okkuta’, locals from these
regions who live in Bengaluru have been
brainstorming over what they call “de-
velopmental disparity”.

Sudhir Kumar Murolli, convener
of the Okkuta and an advocate from
Koppa said, “The seven districts have
contributed immensely to the state’s
economy besides ensuring food and
water security. Despite an abundance
of natural resources, these districts
have been deprived of development
and infrastructure in several sectors.”

Referring to regional drawbacks,
Murolli said, “Barring Mangaluru,
there isn’t a single superspecialty hos-
pital in any of the districts. Despite

the outbreak of endemic dlseases such
as KFD, Handigodu and others, people
must either go to Manipal or Mangal-
uru which is 300km to 400km away.
There is a high court bench in Dhar-
wad and Kalaburagi. But this region
has no representation despite people
travelling the same distance from
North Karnataka to Bengaluru for
litigation. Every year the region tops
in board results, yet we do not have an
IIT or any professional college run by
the government.”

Anil Hosakoppa, a member of the
federation, said, “All developmental
issues are linked to the forest Act. Due
to the Forest Rights Act and declara-
tion of ESZ, several farmers are being
driven out of their villages. Native
people have so far protected flora and
fauna, but today they have been pro-
jected as a threat to conservation. We
want to draw the government’s atten-
tion to these issues.”

The meeting will be held at Adi-
chunchanagiri Mutt in Vijayanagara.

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Oct. 25, 2023




Special investment zones inch closer to reality

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: In a decision that
could have a far-reaching im-
pact on the industry sector, the
government’s draft rules for the
new Karnataka special invest-
ment region suggests industries
themselves will govern the area
— from collecting taxes and en-
suring proper roads to manag-
ing water resources and pro-
cessing waste.

Industries department offi-
cials say the decision was taken
keeping the Electronics City In-
dustrial Township Association
(ELCITA) model in mind. This
saves industries the trouble of
coordinating with local panchay-
ats, urban local bodies, munici-
palities, and corporations over
providing basic infrastructure.
The government has given people
30 days (from October 16) to file
objections or suggestions.

As per the draft, regional
development authorities will
have a chairperson, a chief ex-
ecutive officer, a general man-
ager, and members for a limited
period of three years only. ‘Non-
official’ members of the bureau-
cracy will also be nominated to
the RDA panel.

The government has laid
down stringent rules on who can
be a candidate for these posts.

File picture for representation

g

HUGE PLANS: Draft rules suggest industries themselves will govern these
regions, including managing solid waste and collecting taxes

For instance, the chairperson of
the RDA must be a degree-hold-
er with at least 10 years of ad-
ministrative experience in in-
dustrial development or must be
a managing director, director,
partner, or proprietor of a large
manufacturing industry or en-
terprise that has run for at least
five years in the notified special
investment region.

The RDA will also have a dis-
pute settlement mechanism
with either a retired principal
district and sessions judge or a
retired secretary to the govern-
ment as chairperson, along with
retired district and session

judges, retired senior officials
from the government, or anyone
who possesses a LLB degree
with a minimum of 10 years of
legal practice or service in the
government.

The same rate of tax col-
lected by panchayats, ULB, mu-
nicipality, or corporation from
which it has been carved out
will apply, unless stipulated oth-
erwise by the government.

S Selvakumar, principal sec-
retary, commerce and industries
said the decision to abolish
the ELCITA system on tax was
taken to provide “better infra-
structure”. “There is a cap on

Source: The Times of India, p.4, Oct. 25, 2023

The ELCITA model

LCITA was established in 1977
long the Bengaluru-Hosur IT

corridor. The authority was
recognised as an industrial
township in 2013. Spread over 903
acres, ELCITA houses top IT-BT
companies and maintains basic
infrastructure, including roads,
SWM, streetlights, etc. Taxes are
collected from companies and
residents — some 312 taxpayers in
all — within the township. It holds
elections to township posts every
three years.

how many acres of land can be
considered as an RDA and
the population. Based on this,
taxes will be collected and
shared with the local bodies
from which they have been
carved out,” said Selvakumar.

The RDA will have to draw
up an annual budget — which
must be approved by the govern-
ment — besides a programme of
work, a note on its history, and
a description of each scheme,
including expenditures in-
curred and progress of work.

The industries department
said no decision has been taken
on where these special invest-
ment region authorities will be
set up. “Based on objections and
suggestions, we will take the
next decision,” he said.



State attracted
Z1.6L cr projects
in 5 yrs: Study

Bengaluru: Between 2018-19
and 2022-23, Karnataka attrac-
ted new investment project
proposals worth Rs 7.6 lakh
crore, with the highest jump
being registered in 2022-23
when the state drew projects
worth Rs4.51akh crore.

This was revealed in a stu-
dy on ‘Investment, growth and
development in Karnataka bet-
ween 2018-19 & 2022-23’, relea-
sed on Thursday by MSME Ex-
port Promotion Council along
with Confederation of Orga-
nic Food Producers and Marke-
ting Agencies.

K'TAKA, AN INVESTMENT HAVEN

According to data from
Centre for Monitoring of Indi-
an Economy, Karnataka recei-
ved new investment proposals
worth Rs 4.51akh crore in 2022-
23, marking a substantial in-
crease compared to the previo-
us four financial years: Rs
79,816.4 crore in 2021-22, Rs
74,967.7 crore in 2020-21, Rs
94,361.8 crore in 2019-20, and Rs
59,273.8 crore in 2018-19.

The study also highlights
that Karnataka completed pro-
jects that were worth Rs 39,664
crore in 2022-23, Rs 21,336.2 cro-
re in 2021-22, and Rs. 11,415.5
crore in 2020-21.

Notably, in 2022-23, the total
outstanding projects amoun-
ted to Rs 16.4 lakh crore and
projects under implementa-
tion stood at Rs 8.2 lakh crore.
The study projects that once
the outstanding projects are
completed, they will generate
more than 5 lakh direct and in-
directjobs in the state.

The study recommends es-
tablishment of a monitoring
committee under the chair-
manship of the chief minister
or deputy CM. It also calls for
increased support to startups
andancillaries toensure inclu-
sive sustainable development.

Source: The Times of India, p.3, Oct. 27, 2023
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EDUCATION

Midday meals: Dieticians panel

to decide on remsmg menu

‘Vegetable price rise should
not deprive kids of nutrition’

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

he Departmentof School
TEducation &Literacy has
decided to constitute a
committee, comprising dieti-
cians, to ensure quality food is
served to children under the
mid-day meal scheme.
Following an increase in
complaintsthatvegetablesand
pulsesarenotbeing used prop-
erly while cooking food under
the scheme, the department
has taken this decision.

ucation & Literacy Minister
Madhu Bangarappa, the de-
partmentwill consult the dieti-
cians committee and send the
revised food chart for schools
across the state.

Speaking to DH, Mad-
hu said, “We are discussing
whether to increase the qual-
ity of pulses or the rice, which
vegetable should beused,... be-
causewhenever thereisa price
hike of vegetables, the kids are
deprived of nutrition. For ex-
ample, during the recent hike

Thedieticians will also decide and suggest alternative
vegetables in case of pricerise, according to Minister
Madhu Bangarappa. DH FILE PHOTO

the schools used tomato. For
this, we need to find an alter-
native.”

Madhu further stated that
the dieticians will also decide

tablesin case of pricerise. “No
one should cheat on children
just because of the price hike
and we should ensure quality
and nutritious food for them,”

The minister is of the opin-
ion thatunpolished rice is bet-
ter than the polished ones. But,
hesays, parentsand kids prefer
polished rice. “When we are
spending so much on mid-day
meal, how canwe compromise
on the quality of food served,”
he questions.

Currently the department
is serving cooked mid-day
meal with 450 calories and 12
gm of protein to every child at
primarylevel,and 700 calories
and 20 gm of protein at higher
primarylevel. Thisenergy and
protein requirement for a pri-
mary child comes from cook-
ing100 gmof rice/flour, 20 gm
pulses and 50 gm vegetables
and 5 gm oil, and for a higher
primary child it comes from
150 gm of rice/flour, 30 gm of
pulsesand 75 gmof vegetables

Accordinﬁ to School Ed- in tomato Ericei I don’t think and suggest alternative yege he added. and7.5 g of oil.
Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, Oct. 21, 2023
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Environment

Pollution control
boards are the

weaklink

Effective and strict
implementation
isthe Achilles
heelin India’s
battle against air
pollution

SHAILENDRA YASHWANT

he ridiculous smog

I tower at Connaught
Place, New Delhi, has
finally been dumped. Built at
the cost of Rs 22.9 crore, the
24-metre-tall structure was
supposed to purify 1,000 cu-
bic metres of air per second
within a radius of around
one kilometre. It did nothing
of that kind; the smog tower
was a giant exhaust fan that
dispersed air in a 50-metre
radius,acolossalwasteof pub-
fi d: d inﬁll’f{oone's

unlike the situation in Delhi
recently.

In fact, Delhi’s air pollu-
tion levels have followed and
continue to follow a similar
pathway to that of London
in the 19th century. However,
last week, London's air quali-
ty was almost 10 times better
than Delhi’s, thanks toalmost
two decadesofambitious pol-
icies, from taxing emissions
to innovative approaches
like the Ultra Low Emissions
Zone (ULEZ), and most im-
portantly, effective and strict
implementation of the poli-
cies overseen by successive
city councils.

Effective and strict imple-
mentation is the Achilles heel
in India’s battle against air
pollution, and the pollution
control boards are its weakest
link. India’s perennially short-
staffed, underfunded, and

hless state pollution con-

common sense. Instead of
dismantling the smog tower,
the Delhi governmentshould
preserve it as a monument to
false solutions,a memorial to
the many failures of its pollu-

trol boards (SPCBs) and their
counterparts in union territo-
ries, the pollution control com-
mittees (PCCs), have failed
miserably to effectively deliv-
erontheirmandateofcurbing

tion control

Meanwhile, last week,
Mumbai, Pune, Chennai,
and Ahmedabad reported air
quality worse than Delhi as a
thickblanketof filthy smogen-
gulfed the majority of Indian
cities beyond the Indian cap-
ital, nine of which fall on the
‘list of the world’s top 15 most
polluted cities’. Agra, Luc-
know, Varanasi, Patna, Jaipur,
Jodhpur, Srinagar, Faridabad,
and, of course, Kanpur, which
topsthelist. Even Tier-2cities
like Karnataka’s Davangere,
Kalaburagi, and Hubba-
li-Dharwad are staring at a

air Things
thatdespitedecliningairqual-
ity and rising health concerns
in the national capital, air
pollution was not even on the
agenda of the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC)
board meeting this week.
The PCBs across India are in
astate of shambles, Originally
set up under the Water (Pre-
vention and Control of Pollu-
tion) Act1974 (the Water Act),
over time their mandate has
expandedsignificantly beyond
water-relatedissues. Theyare
responsible for regulating air
and noise pollution, waste
luding mu-

nearly40%incr ir pol-
lution by 2030, accordingtoa
study by the Centre for Study
of Science, Technology, and
Policy (CSTEP).
Nowhereissafe. According
to the World Health Organi-
sation, more than 90% of the
global populationisbreathing
in high levels of pollutants. It
is estimated that 4.5 million
people died prematurely as a
resultof outdoor air polluti

nicipal, biomedical, electron-
ic,and hazardous wastes),and
regulating the use of plastic,
amongother tasks.

A working paper from the
Centre for Policy Research, a
Delhi-based think tank, hasre-
vealed that the SPCBs do not
havetheresourcesand capaci-
tytoperformthe functionsas-
signed to them under various
laws dueto i sanc-

in 2019, 300,000 more than
in 2015, and 1.6 million more
thanin2000.Onerecentstudy
published by the Energy Poli-
cyInstituteatthe University of
Chicago warned that the lives
of residents in India’s capital
arebeingcutshortbyupto11.9
years compared toifair pollu-
tion were reduced to levels
recommended by the WHO.
But before you order an
expensive but mostly useless
air purifier, let’s look at why
cities in most high-income
countries have relatively low
levels of local air pollution.
This, we know, hasn't always
been the case. London, forin-
stance, was notorious for its
pollution during much of the
19thandearly 20thcenturies.
In 1952, the inf: Great

tioned strength of personnel,
highnumbersofvacancies, es-
peciallyintechnical positions,
absence of proper training,
lack of pollution monitoring
and abatement equipment,
absence of technically com-
petentleadership, protracted
enforcementmechanisms, in-
sufficient funds, and ineffectu-
al spending. These problems
have persisted formany years,
yettheyremain unresolved.
Strong and effective pollu-
tion control boards and com-
mittees are central to India’s
battle against air pollution.
Indiahassetambitioustargets
for improvement in air quali-
tythrough the National Clean
Air Programme (NCAP), but
withoutcompetentregulators
ithsufficient capacityand fi-

Smogcovered London witha
thick toxic layer of pollution,
killing nearly 12,000 people
and bringing the city almost

nancial autonomy, they may

well just remain on paper.
(Thewriter isasenior

adviserto Climate Action

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Oct. 25, 2023




STAT BYrTen SBATIT 3¢ B

TOBRTBY B3 WO WP TR

o 883 3.0

2Bongath: TTIRTETE
QU0ERNTNE  TLRSBENOT
Tz T3 B8 IE 39Mow 30023
30 HYORTMEE TG ZAT.
=38, BOMOm RN
FBRVINT B AWROY;
WRRY,  WBANTFEE BT
T3 3A0T3.

B2 IHE 0 AN (TS ),
STITTET ATHP)
TORS BRRTR0R), 2
AR ABIRT -
BEATIDOT  FNOMTH
T[HONY  TRBN0I
gad  wdowens),
EMOT 2368
OINYY D2 [TTL

)

32309983

dfex

4 2¢11¥eY DBBEN03 B2k DE

‘B0t 956 0O BB Y
©.10073 188 33 o, BINTD
TBBN0S 3N FODT. TR,
ERTBM, IR, 0T, BSMLD 18
DINY @SEODY FoBBEN0S Je 200,
QT IYOINT3. VWOOE Fo3ed
ZOORONE JTIEITI DN QeT) BOTRIORT.
238n&ro RIBEVTING 0T &. BT B0 JEBTT.

OT0 TODOR) PLOLRMSE  BAF e HROIWE WG

HIWE BE BrH 0 BaF. IS TN
keleln} QT WRIOONY  DSTW) LI
BROTRS fcodey] BRBM, BEINLRTL, TII
90TINITINT. B 83D GIACE

a° ;AW Fo  deIF  IBERYIT.
TRITR) Fo0TO OB, eVTOZ BAF e3E

OG0 [RE 15008 BRA0VOY. 0T 29T,

STV wodd.  we
songd o) O de3med
DeRORB. VIO 158 F03T
UTROBTY Y 0% WA
QT D BIRBI
QeRses.

W womed  Bedand
0007 BAINTE, TeTS
IOTITTED QBTN
SRTZ  OINEY BT 38
BRI, A3 ¥ ITs. 5903002300
BATTET W SOFTRe-
3% PUZT LN WG 2RI
Boems@ BBR ORI, TeeyT
@0 R0BT YIRS
TEINW. =3B, oM
R THOR B, BEFFIN
odny), @Ome @Toy IO,
3BHNOT 0T LPT3e0DH

Qetras.

SOMT  IZ WWFO: ke
Begrdode I3, F0OMT
BRIRROBT. &OMIT) 08 TR
€3302355NT3. =t 2390
30MT) % TRIEL
TNTDT.  HOMT) TP
SNWTRE) TR TIEITE
TTE SHYoderiedesd. FN0R
2,000  HOERBMe  ©03H
TVTVTTEINY’ DOTH) BRI
YRJH  NRD D TIW

‘Bewaeed T 92T
23oNeRORE 18839
BR00TRY BT evmOZ

8.9 &n FO0NT DTN,
19748 ©3REN0°  3100T0
B eVIROT 13 &N ZOF
TROLRNZ) N0 B

BOTWON), WEMOT Bk  BSIT)  BEMOTO emuiozf zzisa 2.YTORTE) A BRI VR SR [0S AeRTI.

Source: Prajavani, p.6, Oct. 21, 2023

Back to Contents




Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

Although the State Health
Department’s official CO-
VID-19 death toll stands at
40,317, as many as 65,317
families have been paid
COVID death compensa-
tion by the Directorate of
Social Security and Pen-
sions (DSSP), under the Re-
venue Department, till
March this year.

While the directorate re-
ceived 67,635 applications
from families of those who
died due to COVID, includ-
ing 33,186 APL families, the
Deputy  Commissioners
and Joint Commissioners
in the districts and BBMP
officials in Bengaluru ap-
proved 67,463 applications
for compensation.

According to final data
from DSSP accessed by The
Hindu, compensation has
been paid to 65,317 fami-
lies. While 1,484 applica-
tions have been kept in
abeyance as the details fur-
nished could not be
mapped with the National
Payment Corporation of

Health
COVID-19 fatality numbers swell by
25,000 after verification by panel

COVID-19 toll, claims, and relief

Health Total number of families Total claims
Department’s of COVID victims paid for death
official COVID-19 ~ compensation by Directorate of ~ compensation
death toll: Social Security and Pensions:  received:
40,317 65,317 67,635,
............... S B including
Total claims approved after verification: 67,463 33,186 from
APL families

Families not Families
traceable during  that refused
verification: compensation:
1,009 851

India (NPCD), 1,009 fami-
lies were not traceable dur-
ing verification.

Besides, 851 families
have refused compensa-
tion, data revealed.

After the Supreme
Court orders on compen-
sation for COVID-19 vic-
tims, the Centre amended
provisions for assistance
under the State Disaster
Response Fund (SDRF),
enabling States to pay com-
pensation of ¥50,000 to
the next of kin of those
who died in the pandemic.
While the Centre fixed
350,000 per death regard-
less of the economic back-

Out of the official 40,317 deaths recorded by the
Health Department, compensation has been paid
to 30,157 families. The remaining families are eith-
er not traceable, do not have legal heirs or are
from outside the State, the official added.

Officials said they had recorded only those
deaths that were entered in the department’s re-
porting systems after death audits. Although data
reconciliation with the additional number of
deaths had been proposed during the previous go-
vernment’s regime, it is yet to be done, according
to a top official.

DSSP officials said as per the Centre’s amended
rules for payment of compensation, even those
COVID patients who died at home after discharge
from hospitals were eligible to claim.

“Many had COVID-like symptoms with acute
respiratory distress syndrome but did not test
positive. Several such patients have died after dis-
charge from hospitals,” the officials added.

Claims that could be mapped
with National Payment
Corporation of India:

1,484

ground, the Karnataka go-
vernment announced 1
lakh per family for those
below the poverty line.
Subsequently, district-
wise committees were set
up headed by Additional
Deputy Commissioners/
Joint Commissioners.
These committees entered
67,463 claim applications
by families on the COVID
compensation portal. Of
these, COVID death com-
pensation of 50,000 each
has been paid to 65,317 fa-
milies till March 30 this
year after final approval, a
top official from DSSP said.
Besides, 14,218 BPL fami-

Source: The Hindu, p.1&3, Oct. 21, 2023

lies of the total 65,317 ap-
proved claims also got the
1 lakh compensation fixed
by the State government,
the official said.

Highest in BBMP area
The highest number of
claims are from BBMP li-
mits where 15,902 applica-
tions were raised. Of these,
15,824 were approved by
the official committee. And
350,000 compensation
has been paid to families of
14,924 COVID victims. This
also includes 2,812 BPL fa-
milies who got the State go-
vernment’s ¥ lakh com-
pensation. The highest
number of families who re-
fused compensation (464)
are also from BBMP. While
Belagavi and Mysuru fol-
low with 4,662 and 3,846
claims respectively, 3,060
claims have been raised
from Tumakuru and 2,127
from Dharwad. The least
number of claims are from
Yadgir (435), Kodagu (632),
Gadag (675), Koppal (869).

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 3



New immunology study highlights importance of COVID
vaccination of those who have been exposed to virus

The multi-centric study led by researchers from St. John's Research Institute was published in npj Vaccines, a Nature journal on September 14

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

study of COVID-19

vaccine immunity

highlights the
importance of vaccination
in those who have already
been exposed to the virus.

The study has found
that both COVISHIELD
and COVAXIN significantly
enhance immune
responses in subjects with
varying levels of basal
immunity to SARS CoV-2
developed through natural
exposure. The
multi-centric study led by
researchers from St. John’s
Research Institute was
published in npj Vaccines,
a Nature journal on
September 14.
COVISHIELD,

manufactured by Serum
Institute of India and
COVAXIN, indigenously
developed by Bharat
Biotech Ltd were the first
two vaccines authorized
for COVID-19 vaccination
in India. Even though
India had a highly
successful vaccination
campaign, a majority of
the population remained
unvaccinated till end of
2021. A major question
raised and unknown at

that time was whether
COVID vaccines available
in India in 2021 were even
capable of inducing
immune responses over
and above immunity that
may have been acquired
through natural exposure
to the virus during the
ancestral and Delta
waves.

Study participants
“We addressed this issue
in 700 adults (aged 18-44
years) who received their
primary series of
vaccination between
November 2021 and
January 2022. The samples
were collected till May
2023 following which the
analysis was done,” said
Annapurna Vyakarnam,
whose Human
Immunology Laboratory is
based at St John’s
Research Institute (SJRI).
The study participants,
who were recruited from
four clinical sites and five
research institutes in
Bengaluru, Pune and
Vellore, received either
two doses of COVAXIN at
28 days apart or two doses
of COVISHIELD at three
months apart as per
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR)

e <

—

Afile photo of a health worker administering COVID vaccine in Bengaluru.

guidelines. The peak
responses to both these
vaccines were measured at
two weeks (14 days) post
the second dose (day 42
for COVAXIN and day 98
for COVISHIELD).
Professor Vyakarnam,
who is the lead
immunologist of the study,
said circulating
neutralising antibodies
and cellular T-cell
responses are cornerstone
immune parameters.
“This study probed
magnitude, breadth and
quality of these immune
parameters using
advanced immunological
techniques and

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Oct. 23, 2023

demonstrated all three
parameters to be
enhanced at two weeks
after subjects received
their first two doses of
either of the COVID-19
vaccines,” said the
researcher, who is also
affiliated to King’s College
London.

Immune response
In addition, first round
data from this group
showed evidence of
persistent anti-COVID-19
immunity, up to one year
post COVISHIELD
vaccination, but less so
with COVAXIN, she said.
Srabanti Rakshit,

Project Scientist at the
Division of Infectious
Diseases in SJRI, who is
the lead author of the
study, said, “This is not
surprising as COVISHIELD
vaccine was engineered to
enhance immunogenicity,
whereas COVAXIN is an
inactivated rapidly
generated and highly
deployable first response
efficacious virus vaccine”.
“We hope that the
unequivocal nature of
scientific evidence
showing COVID-19
vaccines to broaden and
enhance anti-COVID
immunity in subjects with
pre-existing SARS-CoV-2

immunity, will spur future
in-depth analysis of what
constitutes persistent
immunity to circulating
SARS CoV-2 strains,” said
the researchers.

“Importantly, we hope
this will mitigate vaccine
hesitancy arguments to
current and future
national COVID-19 booster
vaccination
recommendations,” they
said.

Study sites

Funded by CSR support
from Hindustan Unilever,
the study was done
involving four clinical sites
- Bangalore Baptist
Hospital, King Edward
Memorial Hospital
Research Center,
Symbiosis University
Hospital and Research
Center and St. John’s
Medical College Hospital
and five research
institutes: National Centre
for Biological Sciences,
Institute for Stem Cell
Science and Regenerative
Medicine, St. John’s
Research Institute,
National Chemical
Laboratory and Indian
Institute of Science
Education and Research
Pune.



Many schoolchildren in
State suffer from
refractive errors: Report

Excessive use of mobile phones has affected eyes of schoolchildren, say doctors

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

s many as 1.73 lakh
A children in Karna-
taka were found to

be suffering from refractive
errors, possibly owing to
excessive use of mobile
phones and TV.

According to the ‘School
Children Eye Screening’ re-
port for the 2022-23 aca-
demic year, which was the
outcome of a survey by the
Department of Health and
Family Welfare in March
2023, of the total screened
children (62,08,779),
1,73,099 children were suf-
fering from refractive er-
rors. The highest number
of such cases were in Bela-
gavi district (39,997).

Under the Rashtriya Bal
Swasthya Karyakram
(RBSK), the Department of
Health and Family Welfare
conducted the screening,
for eyes, anaemia, malnu-
trition, and worms, for
children of government,
aided and private schools
across Karnataka. In the
academic year 2022-23, the
department had a target of
64,48,793 students for eye
screening. The depart-
ment screened 62,08,779
children. The screening re-
vealed that 39,997 children

Schoolchildren eye screening report

Children
screened

Detected

Districts

errors

Belagavi |6,74,939

Vijayapura |3,60,533

BEMP 3,11,237
Davangere |1,41,931
Ballari 2,34,661
Bidar 1,88,220 | 5,677

with refractive

Provided
free
glasses

2,787

Total screened 62,08,7?9 |

children

in Belagavi district suffer
from refractive errors. The
number for Vijayapura is
13,170, Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
limits has 10,193 cases, Da-
vangere 6,348, Shivamog-
ga 5,837, and Bidar has
5,677 such cases. The de-
partment has distributed
88,210 free glasses to chil-
dren suffering from refrac-
tive errors. Experts say that
excessive use of mobile
phones and TV screens is
the main reason for this.

‘Addiction on the rise’

Dr. Shyama Sundar, Joint
Director, National Pro-
gramme for Control of
Blindness, Department of
Health, told The Hindu, “In
recent days, mobile addic-
tion among children has
increased on account of

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Oct. 21, 2023

Total detected with 1.73.099
y 2y

refractive errors

virtual classes, need to
share information and
notes through mobile
phones. Children are ad-
dicted to their mobile
phones and social media.
Instead of engaging in ex-
tracurricular activities,
they prefer to spend their
time in front of either the
phone or TV screens. Dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and post pandemic, the
usage of mobile phone was
excessive among children.
Looking at a screen contin-
uously for a long time will
hurt and tire the eyes. This
is the main reason for
school children suffering
from refractive errors.”
“Children should not be
glued to the phone and TV
screens for a long time.
They should get sufficient
sleep — at least 8 hours a

T
| otal free gla.sses 88,210
provided

day. They should consume
nutritious food, like fruits
and vegetables, which
have highest amount of vi-
tamin A. Children suffering
from refractive errors must
wear glasses. Our depart-
ment is creating awareness
among children and pa-
rents about this problem,”
he added.

Circular issued
The Department of School
Education and Literacy has
ordered the Deputy Direc-
tors of Public Instruction
to create awareness among
the students and parents.
Samagra Shikshana Kar-
nataka has issued a circu-
lar in this regard, and said
that excessive use of mo-
bile phones and mobile ad-
diction has led to visual im-
pairment among children.



Doc seeks ICMR
dietary protocol
forTJJe 2 diabetes

‘Concept of reversal
not widespread
inIndia’

UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
BENGALURU, DHNS

Bengaluru-based doc-
tor treating diabeticsis
ushing for the Indian

Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) todevelop ascientific
dietary management proto-
col for Type 2 diabetes.

Earlier thismonth, Dr Vasu
H V, allopathic doctor and
founder of the Active Health
Diabetes Centre, wrotetothe
ICMR and the Department of
Health, Government of Kar-
nataka, about issuing a clar-
ification regarding diabetes
reversal and remission in
patients with Type 2 diabetes.

He wrote in the context
of studies and his observa-
tions of patients that dietary
changes like reducing car-
bohydrates can lead to the
remission of newly detected
diabetes and prediabetes.

Dr Vasu noted: “The Na-
tional Health Service, UK,
sponsored a study in 2014 on
subjects who are diabetic for
sixyearsorless.Itwasthefirst
such study that gave robust
evidence that dietary chang-
es can help in the remission
of diabetes in a significant
number of patients with Type
2diabetes.”

“The concept of reversal
is not widespread in India.

DRVASU HV
a Pre-

‘ scribing

alow calorie,
low carbohy-
2 . drate diet for
patients led to a ‘signif-
icant’ reduction in their
medication, and about
95% of patients with Type
2 diabetes could also stop
insulin in three months
following this regime.

Many people practise differ-
ent things; most doctors give
medication or prescribe dif-
ferent diets. Therefore, the
ICMR must come out with a
standard protocol backed by
science and clarify whether
diabetes can betreated by diet
only,isreversibleornot,andif
medication canbereduced or
not,” Dr Vasu told DH.

Since no protocol or diet
regimen existsin India, confu-
sion prevails among patients
about what system works, re-
sultingin companies peddling
100% reversal as a possibility
forall patientswith noregula-
tion or guidelines.

He said prescribing a low
calorie, low carbohydrate
diet for his patients led to a
‘significant’reductionin their
medication and about 95% of
patients with Type 2 diabetes
could alsostopinsulininthree
months following thisregime.

Heurgedthe ICMR to con-
duct independent research
and take data from practi-
tioners such as himself to
issue a standard protocol for
dietary management.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, Oct. 21, 2023




Medical Supplies Corpntoadopt
automation software to boost healthcare

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

The Karnataka State Medical
Supplies Corporation Limited
(KSMSCL) will soon adopt a
new software solution to au-
tomate the equipment main-
tenance and management of
medical equipment in health
facilities across the state.
Accordingto senior officials
from the health department,
the software will create a data-
base of the medical equipment
available at the various health
facilities and thereby help in
purchase planning.
“Aneed-based purchase can
be made by matching the avail-
ableinventorywith the expect-
ed caseload,” the official said.
The software is also expect-
ed to assist the department in
monitoring the performance
of the equipmentand assessits
quality by keeping track of the
lifecycle of the equipmentright
from the procurement stage.
“The software will enable
tracking of the purchase from
the day the supply order is is-
sued till the installation and

inspection of the equipment.
To enable better coordination
with the suppliers, the health
department officials will also
be given the option to update
sitereadin

“It is also integrated with a
call centre and the Interactive
Voice Recorded System (IVRS)
based systems for equipment
maintenance activities.”

Officials cited multiple ex-
amples of Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Tamil Nadu, Jammuand Kash-
mir, Madhya Pradesh, Telan-
gana, Odisha, Nagaland, Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab and Assam
where the software is doing
excellent.

Sources from the State
Health Department said that
the move was one of the first
few steps in streamlining the
operationsat KSMSCL. “There
are multiple complaints that
the corporation has not been
able to procure and supply
medicines and equipment as
per the demands of the health
department. Many have also
cited that the delay was affect-
ing the operations. There is
a dire need to streamline the

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3B, Oct. 21, 2023

operations there for effective
management,”asenior official
said. The KSMSCL has been
granted a 4(G) exemption un-
der the Karnataka Transpar-
ency in Public Procurement
(KTPP) Act, 1999 to procure
the software.
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Gender

Govt officials in Uttara Kannada adopt
pregnant women

District officials adopt pregnant women to provide them with regular health check-ups

and nutritious food.

Belagavi: Parvati Naik, a resident of Joida town in Uttara Kannada district, has been
receiving regular health check-ups, nutritious food and medicine, courtesy a noble
initiative undertaken by the district administration, as she awaits the birth of her first
child. She is among the 358 women who have been adopted by district officials as part

of the initiative to provide highest care to expectant mother and their newborns.

“After | have got adopted, | am being examined regularly, getting nutritious food grain,
milk, eggs, prescribed medicine etc. through ASHA workers,” Naik told HT, expressing
her gratitude towards the officials for their initiative, which helps in reducing the

financial burden of poor families.

According to the district's women and child welfare department, the state’s first-of-its-
kind initiative is aimed at reducing the death rate of women during and post-pregnancy,
as well as that of the newborn. As part of the initiative, higher-rank officials of the
Uttara Kannada district administration adopt one pregnant woman each who are

registered under the national health mission scheme, officials said.

“Officials of various departments have, on their own, adopted one pregnant woman
each to take care of them until post-childbirth. The district has 358 such registered
women,” Uttara Kannada deputy commissioner Gangubai Mankar said. “I'm very glad
that every officer, without any force or compulsion, has adopted a pregnant woman
after | briefed them about my concept at a meeting. | hope it finds success in the district

and is extended to the entire state.”



Under the adoption scheme, officials not only take complete care of pregnant women
till the time of childbirth, but also extend the care to the newborns by remaining in

regular touch with doctors and health workers like ASHA, officials said.

Compared to a few other districts in severely drought-hit Kalyana-Karnataka region,

the malnutrition rate among children is quite low in Uttara Kannada,

“In a district which falls under the Western ghats in the coastal region, adjoining
Belagavi district, we aim to eradicate malnutrition among the newborns and the
mothers by supplying solid food, egg, milk, calcium tablets among other things,” Mankar
said. “Apart from the adopted women, officials will keep record of the latest health

status of the newborns’ weight, giving them the regular vaccination.”

The deputy commissioner also praised the contributions of anganwadi and ASHA

workers in the initiative.

“Right from the early pregnancy period, anaganwadi and ASHA workers visit the on
regular intervals, take them to the hospitals, provide Tayi Card [mother card that record
every health-related matter until delivery], supply prescribed medicine and
recommended food grain until the women return to their routine life post the

childbirth,” she added.

Gangubai Mankar, who has also adopted a poor woman from Mallapur village, said
officials are being in touch with the women, their families and also the consultant

doctors.

Source: Hindustan Times, Oct. 25, 2023, Retrieved from
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/govt-officials-in-
uttara-kannada-adopt-pregnant-women-101698174704031.html
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Governance

400 files pile up at KSPCB
without approval

NAVEEN MENEZES
BENGALURU, DHNS

early 400 files remain
‘ \ | unattended at the Kar-
nataka State Pollution
Control Board (KSPCB) due
to pending approvals, creating
significant challenges for both
thereal estate sector and vari-
ousindustries.

A crucial meeting at the
KSPCB to clear files on large
industries under the red cat-
egory on Wednesday was
reportedly postponed due to
uncertainty over an interim
order of the Karnataka High
Court.

On September 8, the high
court issued a conditional in-
terim order allowing Shanth
A Thimmaiah to oversee day-
to-day administrative activi-
ties as the KSPCB chairman,
directing him not to make
policy decisions until further
directives.

Thimmaiah, who contested
the notification that limited
his tenure, informed DH that
the matter is scheduled for a
hearing on November 6. “Itisa
matter of just10 days,” he said.

Thimmaiah said that no
consentmeetings was held be-

within the purview of the day-
to-dayactivities mentioned by
the court.

The red category contains
more than 87 types of indus-
tries,and approvals for files re-
lated to these sectors require
the consent of the Enforce-
ment Committee, chaired
by the KSPCB chairman and
consisting nearly 15 members.

“Barring these indus-
tries, all other files are being
cleared, both at the regional
and zonal offices. The re-
quests related to orange and
green categories ofindustries
donotcometothe head office
for approval,” Thimmaiah
told DH.

‘Delays hurtindustries’
The persistent delaysin clear-
ing files, especially those re-
lated to the real estate sector,
have been hurting the indus-
tries, severalindustrialistsand
developerstold DH.

“We had submitted the
application more than three
months ago. Before us, at
least 200 files were pending
for clearance,” a builder said.

Apartfromindustries, con-
struction projects spanning
over 50,000 square feet, in-

KSPCB’s consent before build-
ers start the spadework.

“The real estate sector
is badly affected due to the
delays,” Kishore Jain, chair-
man of CREDAI, Bengaluru
told DH.

“Time’s a ticking bomb
and more valuable than
money. Any delay will hurt
us. Post-elections, there were
no approvals on a consistent
basis.”

Some members of the
Federation of Karnataka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (FKCCI) reportedly
met Forest Minister Eshwar
Khandre to resolve the issues
hurting the industry.

A senior KSPCB official
clarified that the high court’s
order curtails the chairman’s
powers, but not those of the
board itself.

“The KSPCB was consti-
tuted as per the Water Act
and the chairman’s powers
were delegated bythe17 mem-
bers of the board. Until the
court completes the hearing,
the KSPCB can call a board
meeting and delegate the pow-
ers to the member secretary.
Bydoingthis, the government
can ensure the industries are

causehewasunsureifthex fell cluding apartments, reguire not hurti”he said.
Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Oct. 27, 2023




Budget: CM under pressure
to look beyond guarantees

A section of Congress MLAs

disgruntled over funds crunch

SHRUTHI H M SASTRY
BENGALURU, DHNS

he state government has

I kicked off preparations
for the state budget
2024-25, byissuing guidelines
to all the departments to pre-
pare estimates of revenue re-
ceipts and expenditure, even
as there is an increasing pres-
sureon Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, to look beyond the five
guarantee schemes and invest
inother development projects.
The drought in state this

year, the pending bills of con-
tractors in the state tuning
up to an estimated Rs 20,000
crore and the government’s
commitmentto fill vacant posts
acrossdepartments,addtothe
pressure.

These estimates, part of the
annual standard operating
procedure, will allow the gov-
ernmenttoassess the financial
situation of the state and draft
the budget. “There is definite-
ly pressure on the government
tolook beyond the guarantees.
Wewill geta clearer picture by

December onhow fundscanbe
mobilised,” a Finance depart-
ment official told DH.

A section of its own MLAs
are disgruntled with the Con-
gress government over fund
crunch. The opposition leg-
islators have alleged that the
government has cut funds to
their constituencies. Recently,
RR Nagar MLA Munirathna
staged a protest and even fell
on the feet of Deputy CM D K
Shivakumar, seeking funds for
his constituency.

Political analyst and econ-
omist Narendra Pani pointed
out that by standardising five
guarantee schemes, the em-
phasis is on the Congress par-
tyand notonindividual MLAs.
With this, the MLAs lose pow-
er atthe local level. The ruling
partyhasthe challenge of man-

aging this Eolitical conflict.

The government needs to
ensureavailabilityof Rs 52,000
crore next year for implemen-
tationof the guarantees alone.
“There is a minimum of a 15
per cent growth in the budget
every year. The GDP is seeing
an encouraging growth. This,
coupled with measures such
as revision of guidance value
and giving out mining leases,
willhelpshoreuprevenues. We
are optimistic that we can give
additional funds next year,”
sources in the chief minister’s
office said.

Inaddition, the government
is likely to look at the centrally
sponsored schemes to take up
projects outside the guaran-
tees, sources added.

Madhusudhan B V Rao,
Lead, Public Finance and De-
centralisationatthe Centre for
Bud&nd Policy Stucﬁes, also

sharedan optimisticview. “The
growth of own tax revenues is
atahealthy growthrate of over
15% overthelastyear (up to Au-
gust 2023). The borrowings
have been kept to minimum
in the last six months (Rs 871
crore till August) which gives
good elbow room to optimise
the spending closer to end of
financial year,” he observed.

In addition, the increase in
GSDP and tax revenue would
helpingettingincreased share
of taxes from the Centre, and
give a higher elbow room for
borrowings. Overall, Siddara-
maiah, who is also the finance
minister, seems to be gauging
the expenses very closely and
has a greater task at hand es-
pecially in the wake of coming
general elections which is
closer to the state budget, Rao
added.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Oct. 27, 2023
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Social Issues

Ten dayswith thedolls

Dasarais atradition
that unites art and craft,
nature, and history

S NARENDRA PRASAD

rowing upinatraditional house-

hold, my childhood memories

are filled with images from
Navaratri, or Dasara, celebrated over
ten days. While the elders marked the
occasion with ritualistic fervor, as chil-
dren, werelished the holiday season of
Dasara. Thiswasin Hassan, during the
late1960s. The most captivating aspect
of the festival was the preparation for
the bombe habba (festival of dolls),
whichinvolved elaborate preparations,
starting with creating the surface area
for arranging the dolls.

We fetched black soil from a near-
by agricultural field where potatoes
were cultivated, using a steel bucket to
spreaditonthefloor. We thensprinkled
ragi and water on it. It was a delight to
watch theragisproutafterthree or four

complete with Chamundi hills. Crafting
the pathways posed another challenge
becausethe floor space waslimited. We
used empty matchboxes, and cartons
of toothpaste and detergents to make
small houses.

As the festival drew closer, we spent
more time selecting the bombes: brass
dolls of kings, queens, and courtiers,
withajester adding a playful touch. Col-
ourful Channapattana dolls, including
elephants, horses, camels, and even
cows, were arranged one after anoth-
er, resembling a procession on Vijaya-
dashami, the final day of Dasara. The
collection also featured dolls of danc-
ers,drummers, and those carrying na-
gari, naubath, and the royal insignia.
Most importantly, there was a figure
carrying the “Gandabherunda,” the
royal emblem of the Wadiyar dynasty.

Illuminating the miniature dwellings
and the grand house, which was pre-
sumed to be the palace, was another
task, albeit a risky one. Without dis-
turbing the structure, we would lightup
the place using zero-candle bulbs and
strings of serial lights. We used colour-

especially focusing on the miniature
palace and the arches created from
bentbamboo sticks.

On the first day, visitors, including
myschoolmates from nearby Salagame
Road and Rangoli Hall, came tosee the
bombe.Many households had children
like me who took a keen interest in ar-
ranging the dolls. Anyone who came
to admire the dolls was offered Char-
pu, usually Kadlekalu or Hesarukalu
Guggari, or at the very least, Parle-G
biscuits or Parry’s chocolates.

Dasara also coincided with Sar-
aswathi Pooja. We would place our
textbooks and notebooks, along with
rubber and pencils, in front of the god-
dess. Our parents insisted that we in-
cludeadictionaryandagrammarbook,
hoping that Saraswathi, the goddess of
knowledge, would shower her blessings
upon us in the years to come. On the
last day, we would savour Obbattu and
Obbattina Saru,withthelatter relished
for a few more days after the festival.

I'wish the these traditions continue,
asarranging dolls taught us about tra-
dition, the environment, and a touch

daxs. The anl was torecreate a foresti ful papers of various sizes to decoratei of histog.
Source: Deccan Herald, p.8, Oct. 21, 2023




Archaeology Dept. recommends notifying
181 monuments across State as protected

R. Krishna Kumar
MYSURU

The State’s inventory of
monuments protected by
the Karnataka Ancient and
Historical Monuments and
Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1961, is set to
witness an upward revi-
sion for the first time in
decades.

The Department of Ar-
chaeology Museums and
Heritage (DAMH) has re-
commended to the govern-
ment to notify 181 monu-
ments across the State as
protected under the KA-
MASR Act, 1961.

At present, there are
848 monuments across
Karnataka which have
been declared and notified
as protected under the law
and receives priority in
conservation and mainte-
nance. Once approved the
number of State protected
monuments in Karnataka
will go up to 1,029.

“There could be more
monuments that will make
it to the list but the 181
monuments that have
been identified are from

Nalknad Aramane, near Napoklu, in Kodagu district is among those

recommended for inclusion as a protected site under State
archaeological laws. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

those for which 3D laser
scanning was completed
under a different project,”
said to A. Devaraj, Com-
missioner, DAMH.

The 3D laser mapping
was taken up under the
Karnataka Digital Heritage
project and was entrusted
to the Karnataka State
Council for Science and
Technology which com-
pleted the exercise and
submitted a report to the
government.

The Archaeology De-

Source: The Hindu, p.1, Oct. 21, 2023

partment has already writ-
ten to the Revenue Depart-
ment in different districts
to furnish any records per-
taining to the monuments
to ascertain their current
legal status.

Some of the monuments
that will be declared as
State protected include
Panchalingeshwara temple
complex, Kalleshwara tem-
ple, and Neelkanteshwara
temple at Belligave in Shi-
karipur taluk of Shivamog-
ga district; Mallikarjuna

temple, Neelakaneshwara
temple, Someshwara tem-
ple, Chandramouleshwara
temple, and Lakshmina-
rayana temple at Lakkundi
in Gadag district; Raja’s
tomb at Hudikeri in Madik-
eri taluk, Nalkunadu Ara-
mane at Napoklu, also in
Madikeri taluk, and the
Jain basadi at Anjanageri-
Bettageri in Somwarpet ta-
luk of Kodagu district to
name a few.

Mr. Devaraj said some of
the monuments in the list
may already have been de-
clared as protected but the
notification giving effect to
it were missing or had to be
traced.

In various divisions

Of the 848 protected mon-
uments in the State, 105
are under Bengaluru divi-
sion, 365 under Belagavi
division, 249 under Kalab-
uragi division, and 120 un-
der Mysuru division.

In addition to State-pro-
tected monuments, Karna-
taka is also home to 609
monuments protected by
the Archeological Survey
of India of the Centre.
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Urban Affairs

Inadequate public transport a major issue
for 85% of commuters: Survey

BENGALURU, DHNS: About 85% of
people who took part in a nationwide
survey recognise the lack of sufficient
public transport infrastructure as a
substantialissue becauseithindersac-
cessibility, increases traffic congestion,
and exacerbates environmental issues
inurban areas.

The survey by Tummoc, a public
transitapp, covered more than 50,000
people in over 21 cities. About 58% of
the respondents expressed concerns

about the absence of digital integration
in public transport; 61%recognised the
value of data collection and analysis in
enhancing public transport services
and travel choices.

Overcrowding, unreliable timings,
poor maintenance, limited accessibil-
ity, lack of information about routes,
schedules, and fares, long queues and
difficultyin purchasing tickets,and ac-
cessibility of cashless payment options
were among other issues.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Oct. 21, 2023




Tunnel roads for Bengaluru

When aprojectinvolves
Rs 50,000-crore kind of
money, and itinvolves a
lot of digging, Bengaluru’s
citizens cannotbutbe
apprehensive

VINOD VYASULU

lice: Would you tell me, please,
which way I oughtto go from
ere?
The Cheshire Cat: Thatdepends a
good deal on where you want to get to.
Alice: Idon’t much care where.
The Cheshire Cat: Then it doesn’t
much matter which way you go.
Alice: ...Solong as I get somewhere.
The Cheshire Cat: Oh, you're
sure to dothat, if only you walk long
enough.
m Lewis Carroll, Alice in Wonderland

The Deputy Chief Minister of Kar-
nataka, D K Shivakumar, has proposed
the building of tunnel roads under the
city as a solution to the traffic snarls
Bengaluru has experienced in recent
years. This Rs 50,000-crore proposal
has been welcomed in some quarters
(businesses) and opposed by others
(civil society). Without going into this
argument, I propose tolook at some of
the potential benefits of this proposal.
This should anyway precede any posi-
tion onetakesregardingits desirability.

Some routes that this tunnel road
system will cover have been spoken of in
the newspapers. We do not have many
details of the proposed ways in which
itcanbe used. Harohalli-Hebbal? Ken-
geri-Sarjapura? JP Nagar-Cooke Town?
Will there be intersections and traffic
signals underground? Will we get pot-
holed tunnels? Let us hope that unlike
the roads of Bengaluru, these tunnels
will not get waterlogged after rains.

Tunnel roads have played important
rolesinseveral cities.Iam sure the gov-
ernment is familiar with the experienc-
es of Guadalajara in Mexico, Bostonin
the US,aswellasothers elsewhere. The
circumstancesin which theywere con-
structed, whenand so on,are obviously
relevant. Itisalso possible thatthese ex-
periences donot have much relevance
for Bengaluru.

system will be well integrated with the
surface transport system that is quite
chaotic today. This will include the co-
operation of various agencies, exten-
sive citizen consultation, not justat the
city level but at the level of each ward
committee. Itisimportanttostress this
since citizen experience with ‘consulta-
tions’has been far from satisfactory so
far. When asumlike Rs 50,000-croreis
involved, citizens should be convinced
that it is a good use of the taxes they
pay. It will also help in getting citizens
to put up with the huge inconvenience
thattheyare suretoexperience during
the construction period.

Theopen consultations withall kinds
of users -- elected representatives of
the local bodies, resident welfare as-
sociations, slum dwellers, unions, civil
society, government servants, etc., will
provide clarity onissuesinvolved, from
fare structure to location of bus stops,
BRT routes, free transport forwomen/
senior citizens, cross-subsidies, and so
on. This cannot be amere government
bureaucracy-consultant exercise.

Let us dream about the possibilities
while waiting for these details.

m Dream 1: This system of tunnel
roads will be built on the principle that
they are meant to facilitate the move-
ment of people in the city. This can be
best done by reserving these tunnel
roads for public transport -- with the
obvious exception of ambulances and
emergency duty vehicles. A Bus Rapid
Transport network, based on citizen
feedback and origin-destination stud-

metres. The design of the tunnel road
systemwill include escalator entrances
and exits at busy points of the city in
the same way asin underground metro
stations -- except that these would be
tiny in comparison as they would sim-
ply be bus shelters. The fares will be
kept low. Travel will be free for senior
citizens.

m Dream 2: This tunnel system will
serve many purposes. Apart from
simple transport, it would also house
cables of various sorts - optical fibre,
electrical, water supply, and sensors of
all kinds to warn the authorities of any
out-of-the-routine event. The tunnels
would be open to BRT buses as well as
private cars, and the latter would pay
atoll for the right to use these tunnels.
This toll would be so set as to subsidise,
atleast partially, the BRT. Fee collected
from the users of the tunnel for optic
fibre cable, etc., would be another
source of revenue.

Other dreams are possible. The pub-
lic consultations will provide clarity on
allthis, along with an understanding of
how and why decisions are made, and
anacceptance of any suggestion thatis
notbuiltinto the project. In all such big
projects, compromises are necessary
to serve what we call ‘publicinterest’.

Along with these dreams, I had
nightmares.

m Nightmare 1: The project will be-
gin with inaugurations, celebrations
and fanfare. Roads will be dug up,
there will be dust in the air, potholes
will proliferate, and surface transport
will be badly affected. Travel time per
kilometre will go up to half-an-hour.
Then, an election takes place, and the
new government forgets about the
project, says such a waste of money
cannot be permitted.

m Nightmare 2: The tunnel road sys-
tem will be reserved for private cars
and expensive taxis, as these transport
‘important people’to critical meetings
and they cannot afford to waste their
valuable time in traffic jams. The or-
dinary citizens will have to be satisfied
with any improvements that may or
may not result on the surface road sys-
tem when the tunnel road system gets
implements for the ‘important people’.

Iwoke up.

(The writer is a senior citizen living
in Bengaluru. He s also founder and

ies, can be designed that would reduce  president of the governing board of

Iassumethatthedesign ofthetunnel travel time for distances above 10 kilo-  Centre ‘orBudgetandPolz’cx Studz’esg
Source: Deccan Herald, p.10, Oct. 21, 2023




State-of-the-art traffic
signal technology likely to
be launched in city by Dec.

Adaptive signal control technology aims to alleviate congestion, optimise waiting time at junctions’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

t has been months
l since the adaptive traf-

fic signal control sys-
tem that uses Japan’s MOD-
ERATO (Management of
Origin-Destination-Related
Adaptation for Traffic Opti-
mization) technology was
installed at several signals
in the city but it is yet to be
inaugurated even as the
signal lights continue to be
covered up.

The initiative to install
these signals was first
made in 2014, but the work
began only in July 2021.
Although the project was
intended to be completed
by October 2022, it faced
numerous delays, missing
several deadlines along the
way. Now finally, the Direc-
torate of Urban Land Tran-
sport (DULT) is working on
an inauguration date in De-
cember.

The new traffic signals
installed in the central bu-
siness district (CBD) area
are expected to alleviate
congestion on major roads
by incorporating pedes-

A new traffic signal that uses Japan’s
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MODERATO technology being

installed on M.G. Road in Bengaluru. SUDHAKARA JAIN

trian crossings. The Japan
International Cooperation
Agency (JICA)-funded pro-
ject is implemented by the
DULT.

An official from the
DULT said this project
serves as a pilot demon-
stration of the Area Traffic
Control System (ATCS) uti-
lising the MODERATO ap-
plication, supported by a
grant-in-aid from the Go-

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Oct. 26, 2023

vernment of Japan. “The
signal system is expected
to become operational by
December. We are taking
up final work; the ATCS
will then be handed over to
the Bengaluru traffic police
for operations and mainte-
nance,” the official said.
“The adaptive signal
control technology aims to
alleviate congestion and
optimise waiting time at in-

tersections. Initially
planned for 29 junctions,
the project has been re-
vised to cover 28 junctions,
with one junction exclud-
ed due to ongoing Namma
Metro construction. Key
components of the ATCS
include signal arms and as-
pects for both motorists
and pedestrians, an auto-
matic traffic counter and
classifier for measuring
vehicle movement, and a
queue-length  measure-
ment system at critical
junctions to  monitor
queue build-up. A central
control software, MODER-
ATO, will be utilised for
real-time optimisation of
signal phasing and timings
across all junctions, ex-
plained an official.

Earlier, the city traffic
police had plans to raise
the number of signals in
and around the city from
363 to 500 within the next
three years. They aimed to
implement an adaptive
traffic-controlling system
in phases, focusing on evi-
dence-based, contactless
interventions rooted in Ar-
tificial Intelligence (AI).



The issues in navigating Bengaluru

The new Metro line has helped, but more needs to be done to decongest the city
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welve years after it
T first began operations,

the Bengaluru Metro
achieved a significant miles-
tone this year by successfully
connecting the city’s eastern
and western sectors by throw-
ing open the full length of the
Purple Line. This has brought
immense relief to the passen-
gers, marking a crucial mo-
ment in the city’s public tran-
sportation history.

Metro commuters, particu-
larly those employed in the IT
sectors who had patiently
awaited this moment for
years, were thrilled to expe-
rience a seamless journey bet-
ween Challaghatta and White-
field, the city’s IT hub.
Covering a distance of 43.49
km with 37 stations in bet-
ween, the commute takes only
about 80 minutes, for an end-
to-end fare of ¥60. The line be-
came operational on October
9 and was officially inaugurat-
ed by the Prime Minister vir-
tually on October 20.

Following the introduction
of the Purple Line, Namma
Metro has experienced a nota-
ble increase of 80,000 passen-
gers in its daily ridership, as
reported by the Bangalore Me-
tro Rail Corporation Limited
(BMRCL). This is testimony to
the crying need for good pu-
blic transport. The Bengaluru
Metro network now spans
73.81 km with 66 Metro sta-
tions. It is now the second-lar-
gest Metro system in India af-
ter Delhi (350.2 km in length).

According to traffic police,
there has been a noticeable re-
duction of 12%-14% in traffic
volume, particularly along the
0Old Madras Road, one of the
crucial Metro corridors and
one of the busiest roads in the

Karnataka

city, since the introduction of
the Purple Line.

But while the Purple Line
has succeeded in persuading
thousands to choose the Me-
tro as their mode of commute,
last-mile connectivity issues
within the city still persist. Pu-
blic transport experts empha-
sise that addressing this issue
is crucial if the city intends to
encourage more people to
transition to the Metro. Priori-
tising solutions for the last-
mile challenge is essential to
making Metro travel a more
viable and convenient option.

The Bangalore Political Ac-
tion Committee in collabora-
tion with the World Resources
Institute initiated the #Perso-
nal2Public campaign to pro-
mote reduced personal vehi-
cle usage. As part of this effort,
the Bengaluru Metropolitan
Transport Corporation
(BMTC) recently introduced
feeder bus services connect-
ing multiple metro stations to
the prominent tech corridor-
Outer Ring Road. But this is
only a drop in the ocean.

Besides, although the Me-
tro extension has provided
some relief to passengers, the
six-coach trains have become
excessively crowded. Despite
trains running every three mi-
nutes during peak hours, pas-
sengers have expressed con-
cerns about BMRCL struggling
to cope with the overwhelm-
ing demand. BMRCL officials
have been saying that this is-
sue will continue until they ac-

Source: The Hindu, p.9, Oct. 26, 2023

quire new coaches. Presently,
BMRCL operates 57 trains,
with 33 allocated to the Purple
Line and 24 to the Green Line.

Having secured a 1,578-
crore contract in 2019 to sup-
ply extra Metro coaches, Chi-
na Railway Rolling Stock Cor-
poration (CRRC) encountered
delays which were attributed
to its inability to establish a
manufacturing plant in India.
BMRCL issued several notices
to CRRC, indicating the possi-
bility of encashing its ¥372
crore bank guarantee. Subse-
quently, the Chinese company
has collaborated with Kolkata-
based Titagarh Wagons to ful-
fil the contract by supplying
the remaining coaches, cru-
cial for under-construction
stretches.

Over the years, BMRCL has
gained notoriety for its persis-
tent delays and unmet dea-
dlines, causing considerable
inconvenience to the public.
This situation is particularly
challenging in a city that is al-
ready grappling with conges-
tion issues, exacerbated by
ongoing Metro construction
projects. However, BMRCL
has been saying that challeng-
es related to land acquisitions
and public interest litigations
have been the primary obsta-
cles. Delays in Metro construc-
tion have been caused by com-
plications in acquiring land
from private individuals, the
Forest Department, and other
relevant authorities, accord-
ing to BMRCL.

In Bengaluru, though the
Purple Line is now fully opera-
tional, other crucial stretches
that can play an important
role in decongesting the city
are set to only open in phases
in April 2024, March 2025 and
by the end of 2026. Given that
the Metro has not exactly co-
vered itself in glory in keeping
deadlines, the people of Ben-
galuru have their fingers
crossed.
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