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Southwest monsoon ends, leaves State under spell of drought

Malnad districts experience 39% rain deficiency while there is 27% shortfall in South Interior Karnataka regions: coastal belt and North Interior Karnataka have a cumulative deficiency of 19%

KRRS plans to stage
demonstration in Delhi

R. Krishna Kumar
MYSURU

he southwest mon-
T soon season for
2023 “officially”

ended on September 30

and the ive rainfall
in the State from June 1 to
September 30 was 642 mm
against a normal of 852
mm with the deficiency be-
ing 25%.

All the 31 districts re-
ceived rainfall below the
long period average leav-
ing the State under a spell
of drought.

Highest deficiency
Among the different re-
gions, Malnad districts ex-
perienced 39% deficiency
while there was 27% defi-
ciency in South Interior
Karnataka regions. The
coastal belt and North Inte-
rior Karnataka have a cum-
ulative deficiency of 19% in
what is reckoned to be one
of the weakest monsoons
in recent years.

The 11 districts compris-
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The water levels in major reservoirs, including the KRS, are less than that in the corresponding period in

the last 10 years. WA SRIRAM

ing South Interior Karnata-
ka has received 271 mm of
rainfall against a normal of
369 mm and the worst af-
fected among them in-
clude Ramanagara, Chitra-
durga, Davangere,
Chamarajanagar, Mysuru,
and Mandya, as per the
rainfall figures updated by

the Karnataka State Natu-
ral Disaster Monitoring
Centre (KSNDMC).

Numbers don’t tell

But these figures don’t tell
the complete picture of the
extent of drought as above
normal rain was received
during July and it has sta-

tistically helped bridge the
deficiency.

The onset of southwest
monsoon during June be-
gan on a weak note and it
did not gain traction till Ju-
ly. The State-wide deficien-
cy for June was 56% as it re-
ceived only 87 mm of rain
against a normal of 199

Cumu

Kamataka

South Interior Kamataka
North Interior Kamataka
Malnad
Coastal

ative rainfall pune1tosept.30

mm. The July downpour
helped bridge this gap.

Abundance in July

The cumulative rainfall in
the State for July was 348
mm against a normal of 271
mm and the departure was
28% above normal. The
rainfall across all the re-
gions in the State baring
the districts of Ramanaga-
ra, Kolar, and Chickballa-
pur in south interior Kar-
nataka, received rain that
was higher than the long
period average. But August
and turned the

Source: KSNDMC

During August, mon-
soon played truant again
and the State received only
60 mm of rain against a
normal of 220 mm which is
73% below normal with 29
of the 31 districts coming
under “large deficit” cate-
gory of KSNDMC, which
translates to a shortfall of
over 60% underlining the
gravity of the situation.

Reservoir levels

This is also evident in the

reservoir levels at Lingana-

makki, Supa, Varahi, KRS,
i, Tussabhad

scenario grim once again
forcing the government to
declare 195 taluks as
drought-affected.

Malaprabha, Alamatti, and
Narayanapura dams,
which  according to
KSNDMC are less when

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

Karnataka Rajya Raitha
sangha plans to hold a de-
monstration in Delhi as
part of its struggle over the
Cauvery dispute.
Addressing a press con-
ference in Mysuru on Sa-
turday, KRRS leader Bada-

compared to the corres-
ponding periods of the last
10 years.

The State has 3,673 mi-
nor irrigation tanks of
which only 30% had stor-
ages more than 50% of the
capacity while in case of
60% of the tanks the stor-
age was between 30% and
50%. The remaining tanks
were dry or had insuffi-
cient storage to make a dif-
ference to agriculture.

galpura Nagendra said a
delegation of about 25 to
50 KRRS leaders from
Cauvery basin regions will
reach Delhi and hold a
protest in front of the ve-
nue of the next Cauvery
‘Water Regulatory Commit-
tee (CWRC) meeting. They
are yet to finalise the date
of the demonstration.

There have been in-
stances when the retreat-
ing monsoon coupled with
low depression in the seas
have created conditions for
rains. While such a deve-
Topment will help shore up
storage levels in the reser-
voir, it will make little diffe-
rence to the farmers whose
standing crops withered
during the growth and the
mature stage due to mois-
ture stress.

Source:
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Indiaescapes ELNinojolt with 94% monsoonrain

KALYAN RAY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

ndia has escaped the adverse conse-

quences of EI Nino in 2023 with the

monsoon season ending with more
than 94% rainfall, making it one of the
rareyears when the four-month-long
spell ended up with good rainfall despite
the threat from the Pacific Ocean.

The worstimpact of the EI Nino—an
unusual warming of the Pacific that
plays havoc with the weather systems
around the world —was seen in August
which experienced a record-breaking
36% deficiency and a break period that
continued for three weeks.

With a shortfall of 34% and 27.5%
respectively, Kerala and South Interior
Karnataka are among the seven mete-
orological subdivisions that received
deficient rainfall. The others are: East
Uttar Pradesh (29%), Bihar (23%)
Jharkhand (26%), Gangetic West Bengal

23%) and Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram

Conti Aued

and Tripura (27%).

“This year, the negativity caused by
ElNino was minimal. A positive Indian
Ocean Dipole helped in good rainfall in
September. The season ended with over-
all rainfall staying closer to the lower
side of normal value,” said Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra, director general, India
Meteorological Department (IMD).

ElNinois generally associated with a
weak summer monsoon in India though
itis not a one-to-one relation. In 1997,
the monsoon was normal despite being
an ElNino year.

The monsoon revived in September
due to other climatic factors like the

Indian Ocean Dipole —a temperature
sea-saw between the Arabian Sea and
the Bay of Bengal —and Madden-Julian
Oscillation, an ocean storm that begins
on the African east coast and travels
across the equatorial Indian Ocean in
every 30-60 days.

The four-month monsoon season
ended with the country recordinga 5.6%
shortfall even though the deficiency was
much greater for the east and northwest
(18.5%) and southern peninsula (8%).
The rainfall barely slipped into the posi-
tive side for northwest India (0.9%) and
central India (0.4%).

The IMD chief on Saturday predict-
ed a normal northeast monsoon that
showers five meteorological subdi-
visions in south India — Tamil Nadu,
Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Rayalaseema,
Kerala and South Interior Karnataka —
between October and December. The
winter monsoon rainfall will be between
88% and 112% of the long-period average
of just above 334 mm.



India escapes EL Nino jolt with 94% monsoonrain

KALYAN RAY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

quences of EINino in 2023 with the

monsoon season ending with more
than 94% rainfall, making it one of the
rare years when the four-month-long
spellended up with good rainfall despite
the threat from the Pacific Ocean.

The worstimpact of the EINino—an
unusual warming of the Pacific that
plays havoc with the weather systems
around the world —was seen in August
which experienced a record-breaking
36% deficiency and a break period that
continued for three weeks.

India has escaped the adverse conse-

Deficient rainfall

With a shortfall of 34% and 27.5% re-
spectively, Kerala and South Interior
Karnatakaareamongthe seven meteor-
ological subdivisions thatreceived defi-
cientrainfall. The othersare: East Uttar
Pradesh (29%), Bihar (23%) Jharkhand
(26%), Gangetic West Bengal (23%) and
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tri-
pura (27%).
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A commuter ata waterlogged
Kerala State Road Transport
Corporation station amid
heavy rain in Kochi, on Friday. i

by El Nino was minimal. A positive
Indian Ocean Dipole helped in good
rainfall in September. The season end-
ed with overall rainfall staying closer
to the lower side of normal value,” said
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, director gen-
eral,India Meteorological Department
(IMD).

ElNinois generally associated with a
weak summer monsoon in Indiathough

the monsoon was normal despite being
anEINino year.

The monsoon revived in September
due to other climatic factors like the
Indian Ocean Dipole — a temperature
sea-saw between the Arabian Sea and
the Bayof Bengal —and Madden-Julian
Oscillation, an ocean storm that begins
on the African east coast and travels
across the equatorial Indian Ocean in
every 30-60 days.

The four-month monsoon season
endedwiththe countryrecordinga5.6%
shortfall even though the deficiencywas
much greater for the eastand northwest
(18.5%) and southern peninsula (8%).
The rainfall barely slipped into the pos-
itive side for northwest India (0.9%) and
central India (0.4%).

TheIMD chiefon Saturday predicted
anormal northeast monsoon that show-
ers five meteorological subdivisions
in south India — Tamil Nadu, Coastal
Andhra Pradesh, Rayalaseema, Kerala
and South Interior Karnataka — be-
tween October and December. The
winter monsoon rainfall willbe between
88%and 112% ofthelong-period average

“This iearI the neﬁativiti caused it is not a one-to-one relation. In 1997i of I'ust above 334 mm.
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The roller-coaster that was the 2023 monsoon

Eastern Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Gangetic West Bengal, southern-interior Karnataka and Kerala ended the season with deficient rainfall

| DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Point

he “official” 2023 South-
T west Monsoon season

(June to September) has
ended, though the withdrawal of
the monsoon may continue till
mid-October. This monsoon sea-
son has been erratic — it started
with a severe deficit in the initial
days of June, turned surplus in ma-
ny days of July flooding several
northern States, followed by the
driest August since 1901, only for
record September rains to com-
pensate, leading to a “normal”
monsoon.

The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) attributes days
with deficient rainfall this season
to the impact of El Nino and the
days of surplus rainfall, especially
in September, to the positive In-
dian Ocean Dipole (IOD). EINino is
a climate pattern that describes
the periodic warming of sea sur-
face temperatures in the eastern
and central Pacific, which is linked
to below-normal monsoon rainfall
in India. The IOD is defined by the
difference in sea surface tempera-
tures between the western part of
the Indian Ocean (closer to the
Arabian Sea) and the eastern part
of the Indian Ocean. A positive IOD
means that the western part is
warmer than average while the
eastern part is cooler than aver-
age. The positive 10D is associated
with above-average monsoon rain-
fall in India.

Chart 1 shows the cumulative
departure (in %) of rainfall from
the Long Period Average (LPA) in
India this monsoon season. The
LPA is the average rainfall received
between 1971 and 2020. Departure
of -20% or lower points to deficient
rainfall, departure of +20% or
higher points to surplus rainfall,
and anything in between is consi-
dered normal. The chart shows
how there was a severe deficit in
the first two weeks of June, which

Source:

was compensated in July, and a se-
verely dry August was later com-
pensated in September, leading to
a “normal” monsoon in the end.

The monthly percentage depar-
ture of rainfall from the LPA in In-
dia was -9% in June, +13% in July,
-36% in August, and +13% in Sep-
tember as shown in Chart 2. The
chart also shows the region-wise
split of the monthly departure as
well. For instance, the northwest
region received excess rainfall
(>+19% departure) in the first two
months of the monsoon, though it
ran a deficit in August.

Map 3 shows the meteorologi-
cal sub-division wise percentage
departure of rainfall from the LPA
in India at the end of the monsoon
season. The sub-divisions high-
lighted — eastern Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Jharkhand, Gangetic West
Bengal, south-interior Karnataka
and Kerala — ended with a defi-
cient rainfall. The subdivisions
Saurashtra & Kutch, and West Ra-
jasthan ended with a surplus rain-
fall. The rest of India recorded a
normal rainfall (within the +19%
and -19% range)

This monsoon season, many
weather agencies along with the
IMD had predicted a below normal
rainfall as it was an El Nino year.
Yet, its effects were minimised due
to favourable conditions in the In-
dian Ocean. Moreover, the Indian
monsoon season can be impacted
by other regional and global at-
mospheric patterns as well such as
the Eurasian snow cover. Chart 4
shows the impact El Nino and La
Nina had on the percentage depar-
ture of rainfall from the LPA in the
southwest monsoons between the
1950s and 2023. La Nina is a cli-
mate pattern that describes the pe-
riodic cooling of sea surface tem-
peratures in the eastern and
central Pacific that is associated
with surplus rain in India. The
chart shows that not all El Nino
years result in deficient rainfall
and not all La Nina years result in
increase, showing that other fac-
tors do influence the Indian mon-
soons.

A start-stop affair

The data for the charts were sourced from the India Meteorological Department
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Chart 1: The chart shows the cumulative departure (in %) of rainfall from the Long Period Average (LPA) in India in the 2023
southwest monsoon season (June to September)
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Map 3: The map shows the meteorological sub-division wise
% departure of rainfall from the LPA at the end of the
southwest monsoon season

Chart 2: The chart shows the region-wise split of the monthly
% departure of rainfall from the LPA in the 2023 monsoon
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Chart 4: The chart shows El Nino and La Nina impact on the %
departure of rainfall from the LPA in the southwest monsoon
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State facing ‘green drought’ in

several parts with nil or severely
reduced yield, says Revenue Minister

Central team urged to understand impact of rainfall deficiency on agriculture rather than looking at standing crops

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

ith the Centre’s
w drought review
team starting

its tour of 13 drought-af-
fected districts in Karnata-
ka, the State government
has urged the team to un-
derstand the impact of
rainfall deficiency on agri-
culture rather than arriv-
ing at a conclusion looking
at the standing crops.

Revenue Minister Krish-
na Byre Gowda told press-
persons here that it was “a
situation of green drought”
in many parts of Karnata-
ka. “Some crops were lost
soon after sowing and in
other cases, there is stand-
ing crop due to intermit-
tent rainfall. However, the
yield from the crop has
been severely reduced and
there is no scope for recov-
ery,” he said, after briefing
the team of Central offi-
cials that will tour districts
till Sunday to assess the
drought effects.

“We have urged the
team for an independent
understanding and assess-
ment as it is a different sit-
uation. We will meet the
team again on Monday af-
ter they return from their
assessment,” said the
Minister

While the State is ex-
pecting a compensation of
around 34,860 crore from
the Centre, it has estimat-
ed the losses in agriculture
to be ¥30,432 crore. The to-
tal rainfall deficiency in the
State is 28%.

The 10-member inter-
ministerial Central team,
led by Joint Secretary of
Agriculture  department

Source:

A 10-member inter-ministerial Central team met with Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and officials in
Bengaluru on Thursday before it began a four-day visit of 13 drought-hit districts in the State.

Rainfall statistics

= Normal rainfall during
southwest monsoon (June 1 to
August 31): 691 mm

= Rainfall received during 2023:
497 mm

= Rainfall deficit: 28%

u Of the 31 districts, 20
received deficient rainfall

= Taluk that received rainfall in
large excess: 1

w Taluk that received rainfall in
excess: 1

u Taluks that received normal
rainfall: 88

w Taluks that reported
deficient rainfall: 141

= Taluks that received rainfall
in large deficit: 5

= Out of 195 taluks, 161 come
under severely affected by
drought and 34 have been
declared as being moderately
affected by drought

= Total crop loss
41.56 lakh hectares

= Agricultural land
39.74 lakh ha

= Horticultural crops
1.82 lakh ha

= Estimated loss
%¥30,432 crore

Ajit Kumar Sahu, will be
touring Belagavi, Vijayapu-
ra, Bagalkote, Dharwad,
Gadag, Koppal, Ballari, Vi-
jayanagar, Chickballapura,
Tumakuru, Chitradurga,
Davangere, and Bengaluru
Rural districts till Sunday.
Senior government offi-
cials and scientists from
agricultural  universities
will also be touring with
the team.

Mr. Byre Gowda said
that the team has been

comprehensively briefed
about the drought situa-
tion, farmers’ problem,
economy, crop losses, and
total affected area with the
ground report. On certain
discrepancies in rainfall
data between the State and
the IMD, the Minister said:
“Karnataka has 6,500 au-
tomated telemetric sta-
tions installed at every
panchayat level that no
other State can boast of. It
is accurate and reliable

The8, ®d tn.d uB 0 2p3.

since there is no manual in-
tervention.”

Karnataka has also
flagged the discrepancy in
the number of small and
marginal farmers between
between the State and the
Centre. “The Centre has
data of 2015. We have high-
lighted that the numbers
have increased due to
further fragmentation as
families have grown and
the average area has also
shrunk.”

No delay

In a rebuff to the Opposi-
tion parties that the Sidda-
ramaiah-led government
had been delaying on
drought management, Mr.
Byre Gowda said that
though there are more
than 10 States that have re-
ported rainfall deficiency,
Karnataka is the first State
to approach the Centre.
“The Cabinet approved the
drought memorandum on
September 22 and submit-
ted the petition online to
the Centre on the same
day. We have sought ap-

More taluks
could be
declared
drought-hit

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

While 195 taluks in the
State have been declared
drought affected, 15 more
taluks could be added to
the list. “Preliminary as-
sessment show that 15 out
of the 41 remaining taluks
are also eligible to be de-
clared drought affected as
per the Union govern-
ment’s guidelines,” Reve-
nue Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda said on Thursday.

The Cabinet sub-com-
mittee will meet on Octob-
er 9 where a decision on
conducting the ground sur-
vey again in these taluks
would be taken.” Further,
in 34 taluks declared as
moderate drought hit,
another survey would be
taken up if conditions dete-
riorate, he added.

pointment with Union
Agriculture and Home Mi-
nisters, which, however,
has not been given yet.”

When asked if the State
was confident of getting a
fair deal from the Centre,
Mr. Byre Gowda said: “We
are doing our work and we
have conformed to all the
guidelines set by the
Centre. We are hopeful
that we will get our fair
share. I do not want to pol-
iticise the issue that can af-
fect the people.”



State files petition before CWMA seeking
review of order on water release to T.N.

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar on Thursday
said that Karnataka had
filed a petition before the
Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Authority (CWMA)
seeking review of its order
on the release of 3,000 cu-
secs of water to Tamil
Nadu.

CWMA on September
29 had asked Karnataka to
release 3,000 cusecs of wa-
ter daily to Tamil Nadu till
October 15, though the
State government categori-
cally stated that there is
not enough storage in its
reservoirs.

Mr. Shivakumar, who al-

Source:

so holds the Water Re-
sources portfolio, said the
government has been mak-
ing all the preparations to
go ahead with the Mekeda-
tu balancing reservoir
across the river Cauvery in
Kanakapura.

“We have already ap-
pealed before CWMA ex-
pressing our inability to re-
lease even 3,000 cusecs;
not sure when it will be ta-
ken up. We have also made
a proposal regarding the
Mekedatu issue and we are
making all the legal prepa-
rations required for it,” he
said at a press conference
here.

Asked if the State will al-
so go before the Supreme
Court on the issue, he said,

“We will have to go stage
by stage, or else it (our peti-
tion), will not be enter-
tained in the courts.”

Standing crops saved
Noting the scarcity of wa-
ter at reservoirs in the
Cauvery basin, despite
rains in some areas during
the last couple of days, Mr.
Shivakumar said the go-
vernment had managed to
save standing crops in the
region and hoped for more
rains in the days to come.
The Karnataka govern-
ment has been maintain-
ing that construction of
Mekedatu balancing reser-
voir across the river near
Kanakapura in Ramanaga-
ra district is the only solu-

The8, ®d tn.d uB 0 2p3.
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tion to resolve the inter-
State water dispute during
distress years. Tamil Nadu
is opposed to this project
claiming it to be detrimen-
tal to its interest and that of
its farmers.

He said 106 tmcft water
is required, but there is on-
ly 56 tmcft in Cauvery ba-
sin reservoirs. Inflow had
increased during the last
couple of days due to some
rains, but it has now come
down, he said. The State
has declared drought in
195 taluks and “we have re-
quested the Agriculture
Department to ensure
there is no more fresh
cropping, until there is an
intimation about enough
water,” he said.
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Bescom and KREDL float tender
for solarisation of agriculture
feeders under PM Kusum Yojana

Jahnavi T.R.
BENGALURU

After not receiving any
bids three times, the Kar-
nataka Renewable Energy
Development Ltd.
(KREDL) and Bengaluru
Electricity Supply Compa-
ny (Bescom) have once
again called a tender for
the solarisation of agricul-
ture feeders in the State to
power irrigation pump (IP)
sets.

The first of its kind pro-
ject in the State under
Component C (Individual
Pump Solarisation) of PM
Kusum Yojana will receive
30% subsidy for the solar
plants from the Ministry of
New and Renewable Ener-
gy (MNRE).

KREDL will solarise agri
feeders at substation levels
on behalf of Hubballi Elec-
tricity Supply Company
(Hescom) and Chamun-
deshwari Electricity Sup-
ply Corporation (CESC) to
provide power to 75,000 IP
sets and Bescom will pow-
er 2,62,331 IP sets. “The
workings of this project
will be similar to that of
how rooftop solar panels
work in residential build-

Source:

‘There was no
participation by
bidders in the earlier
tenders as the ceiling

tariff was fixed at ¥2.32

ings. Throughout the day,
the power generated by
the solar panels installed in
the substation will be used
to run the IP sets under
that substation,” explained
a Bescom official.

The total proposed solar
capacity for the project is
1,302,31 MW (1,081 by Bes-
com, 180 by Hescom, and
41.31 by CESC) and a total
of 806 agri feeders will be
solarised across 248 sub-
stations. At a cost of ¥3.5
crore per MW, the total
cost of the project is esti-
mated to be 34,558.09
crore. The MNRE will pro-
vide ¥1.05 crore per MW as
subsidy.

The solarised agri feed-
ers are expected to help in
efficient power supply
while also helping Escoms
cut down transmission
costs. “We want to see de-
centralised power genera-
tion based on solar energy
which is attached to the
feeder from which we will
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supply power to the IP
sets. We would also like to
supply this power to the
farmers during the day and
with local generation, save
our transmission charges,”
said Gaurav Gupta, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary,
Energy Department.

The bidders who will get
selected for the commis-
sioning of the project
would have to work
through Renewable Ener-
gy Service Company (RES-
CO) mode for 25 years and
take care of selection of
power generators, Build,
Own and Operate (BOO),
Installation, Maintenance
among other things.

According to sources,
there was no participation
by bidders in the earlier
tenders as the ceiling tariff
was fixed at ¥2.32 by the
Karnataka Electricity Reg-
ulatory Commission
(KERC). There was no par-
ticipation even when the
tenders were invited with-
out a ceiling tariff. Upon
the requests from KREDL
and Bescom, on Septem-
ber 6, KERC revised the
ceiling tariff to ¥3.17 and
thus fresh tenders have
been floated now.



10-member Central team
to visit State’s drought-hit
districts from today

The Karnataka government has declared drought in 195 out of the 236 taluks in the State

owing to deficient rainfall during the southwest monsoon

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

10-member inter-
Aministerial central
team (IMCT) led by

Ajeet Kumar Sahu, IAS,
Joint Secretary, Union Mi-
nistry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare, will visit
13 drought-hit districts of
Karnataka for a four-day
visit from Thursday to as-
sess the drought situation
across the State.

The team members,
sub-divided into three
groups, will visit Belagavi,
Vijayapura, Bagalkot,
Dharwad, Gadag, Koppal,
Ballari, Vijayanagara,
Chickballapur, Chitradur-
ga, Tumakuru, Davanag-
ere, and Bengaluru Rural
districts of Karnataka.

On the final day, the
team members would hold
talks with senior officials
and Ministers concerned
in Bengaluru, according to
a programme list released
by the government.

In 195 taluks

The State government has
declared drought in 195 ta-
luks out of 236 taluks in
the State owing to deficit
rainfall during the south-
west monsoon. As per the
Centre’s guidelines, Karna-
taka has 161 taluks suffer-
ing from severe drought.
Another 34 taluks have

Source:

Afile photo of a farmer walking in his dried-up field near Yara
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gatti village in Belagavi district. As per the 7
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Centre’s guidelines, Karnataka has 161 taluks suffering from severe drought. Another 34 taluks have

moderate drought.

moderate drought.

The overall loss caused
by drought in the State has
been estimated at 330,432
crore.

According to the memo-
randum submitted to the
Centre, the total estimated
loss caused to agricultural
crops is pegged at
327,867.17 crore and horti-
culture crops at ¥2,565.7
crore. The government has
decided to seek relief of
¥4,860.13 crore from the
Centre.

Relief from Centre
As per NDRF norms, Kar-
nataka can claim ¥3824.67

crore for agricultural crop
loss and ¥206.39 crore for
horticultural crop loss.

The government is seek-
ing 126.36 crore to set up
624 fodder banks, 3104.33
crore for 195 cattle centres,
25 crore to provide nutri-
tious food, 50 crore for
fodder-seeds supply,
3284.4 crore for drinking
water supply in rural areas
for 180 days and %213.98
crore for the same in ur-
ban areas.

In August, Karnataka
had urged the Union go-
vernment to bring changes
to the Manual for Drought
Management 2016 (updat-
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ed in 2020) for the declara-
tion of drought by States.
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah had said it is neces-
sary to have different pa-
rameters to  declare
drought in 14 agro-climatic
zones in Karnataka in the
light of dire situation
caused by erratic weather
conditions propelled by
climate change.

More work days

Owing to the drought, the
government has already
proposed to extend the
working days of MGNRE-
GA workers from 100 to
150.



ON THIN ICE Groundwater Level In 95 Of 236 Taluks In K’taka In Critic

roundwater table to take a
hit due to monsoon failure

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Ignored amid
strident protests over the re-
lease of Cauvery river water
to Tamil Nadu is the bigger
picture of the depleting level
of groundwater in Karnataka
and across the border. Experts
say the situation is only likely
to worsen over the next few
months as the failed monsoon
will see more water being ex-
tracted to satiate drinking and
agriculture needs.

Experts say this will only
lead to further depletion of
the groundwater table.

The Central Ground Water
Board (CGWB) report of 2022
shows that 49 taluks in Karna-
taka have been categorised as

CAUVERY ROW

over exploited, 11 as critical,
and 35 as semi-critical. Of
these, 25 taluks in the Cauvery
basin have been classified as
overexploited, including sev-
eral taluks in Bengaluru Ru-
ral and Urban districts, while
another five are semi-critical
and two are critical.
“Compared to the 2020 as-
sessment, annual groundwa-
ter recharge has decreased
from 18.2 billion cubic meter
(BCM) to 17.7 BCM and an-
nual extractable groundwater
resources from 16.4 BCM to 16
BCM,” the report states. “This
is mainly due to a decrease in
recharge due to surface water
irrigation and groundwater
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DOWN THE DRAIN: Experts say the situation is likely to wors
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extract more water for drinking and agricultural needs

irrigation. There is a mar-
ginal increase in the current
annual groundwater extrac-
tion for all uses from 10.6 to
11.2 BCM during this period.
Hence, overall, the stage of
groundwater extraction has
increased from 64.8% in 2020
t0 69.9% in 2022.”

In Tamil Nadu, of the 1,166
assessment units (firkas), 360
units (30.9%) have been cate-
gorised as over exploited, 78
units (6.7%) as critical, and
231 units (19.8%) as semi-crit-
ical. The situation is likely to
worsen considering this year’s
failed monsoon.

“The peninsular region in
India has had the driest Au-
gust in over 100 years and this
is bound to hurt recharging of
shallow ground levels and dug
wells, which help in insulating

deeper water levels,” said a
representative of the Ad-
vanced Centre for Water Re-
sources Development and
Management, a civil society
organisation working on
groundwater management.
The representative said
that in Karnataka, extraction
of water has gone to well over
1,500ft in many locations. This
means water that has been
stored for over thousands of
years is being used up.
“Considering Karnataka’s
terrain, which is primarily
granite, gneisses, and dhar-
war schists (both high-grade
metamorphic rocks) of the
Archaean age, it takes centu-
ries to recharge water to those
levels, and the persistent fail-
ure of the monsoon means we
are in a state of crisis,” said
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the representative.
Ramachandraiah, director,
State Groundwater Directo-
rate, endorsed the view while
indicating that while drawing
of groundwater from bore-
wells cannot be stopped, re-
charging groundwater tables
will take a much longer time.
“However, there is hope in
some of government schemes
initiated by the minor and ma-
jor irrigation departments.
These include large-scale tank
filling exercises. Studies show
that areas where these exer-
cises have been initiated,
groundwater levels have risen
considerably,” said Ra-
machandraiah.

TIMES VIEW

his distressing situation is

largely due to a lack of
effective policies to check
misuse. It has led to a stiff
competition for water and
worsening scarcity in already
dry regions. Groundwater is
found in aquifers in fractures in
arid zones. Studies emphasise
the urgent need for better
management and conservation
of these resources. Reports
recommend implementing
policies to regulate extraction,
adopting technology and
practices to conserve the water
and promoting water-resistant
crops like millets and other
indigenous rice varieties. The
government should urgently
adopt these measures.
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ARNATAKA'S first
Registered Vehicle
Scrapplng Facility
(RVSF) be set up
at i. While
the country has over
60 RVSF, this will be
the first in the state.
| In the coming days,
all government vehicles that
| are over 15 years old and ones
that do not pass the fitness test
will be scrapped at the RVSE.

The state transport depart-
ment has glven approval to Ma-
hindra M: Recyhng Pvt Ltd
to set up the scrapping facility,
where the public can scrap old
unfit vehicles on voluntary ba-
sis. “The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) in 2021 launched the
Voluntary Vehicle-Fleet Mod-
ernization Programme aimed at
creating an ecosystem for phas-
ing out old unsafe, polluting ve-
hicles, and replacing them with
newer, safe and fuel-efficient ve-
hicles,” said Transport Com-
missioner Yogeesh AM.

“The vehicle scrappage poli-
cy is win-win for all stakehold-
ers - it creates an ecosystem for
phasing out unfit and polluting
vehicles from state roads, and
to meet this objective, state-of-
the-art scrapping and recycling
units are needed,” he said.

The rule mandates that vehi-
cles can be scrapped only at the
RVSF and will not go to local
scrap dealers in the unorgan-

ized sector, who used to do the
job unsclenﬂﬁeeny he added.
Department officials estimate
gmt nearly 15 lakh vehicles are

Sour dae

is a good move,” said Akshay
Heblikar, director, Eco-Watch.
Sharing details on the differ-
ent types of gases emitted by
vehicles that are harmful to hu-
mans and the environment,
Heblikar said, “Carbon dioxide
(CO2) is one of the primary con-
stituents of the vehicle's tail-
pipe emissions. Motor vehicles
are estimated to contribute
nearly 24 per cent of the world’s
direct CO2 emissions. While
these may not pose any immedi-
ate health hazard, their increas-
ing build-up catalyses global
warming, furthering climate
change. Carbon monoxide (CO)
affects the body'’s ability to ab-
sorb oxygen. Studies have found
that CO2 emissions fell by 86
per cent during the Covid-19
lockdown due to restrictions on

‘vehicular movement. The trans-

ort sector contributes to a
India’s Particulate Mat-

utio
mducmgemis-
from old

cheap raw
hgfuﬁve for the
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END OF ROAD
FOROLD VEHICLES

PICTURE

and resources of maintaining
old vehicles is much higher
than new ones, he said.

“Not all old vehicles are ‘un-
fit'. Many vehicles which are
well maintained with emis-
sions under control need not be
scrapped,” Heblikar added.

0.2023

the need of the hour. This will
encourage people to scrap their

With the Vehicle
Scrappage Policy
kicking in, vehicles
over 15 years old
will have to join the
scrap heap at the
crushing facility
being set up at
Devanahalli

@

All government vehicles that
arel5 years old need to be
scrapped mandatorily, while
there is no compulsion on the
public, and choice to scrap
private vehicles is ‘voluntary'.
Prof D Rajasekhar, Director, ISEC
People would prefer to sell
their vehicles to people in
villages instead of scrapping

of the

Panic gripped

C local at Guindy

station in Chennai on Sunday after smoke erupted from the first coach,
around 4.30 pm, as the train pulled Into Guindy station. Upon Inspection,
it was found that the smoke resulted from pressure fluctuations within

3

high and people would opt for
new vehicles, Rajasekhar said.

He said vehicle owners would
prefer to sell to people in vil-
lages, instead of scrapping, if
the sale fetches them more
money than the incentive of-
fered (Certificate of Deposit).
For instance, if an old vehicle
fetches Rs 11akh in the second-
hand market, and the incentive
for the same vehicle is around
Rs 10,000, the choice would be
to sell it than scrap it.

Criteria for scrapping vehicles

© Vehicles which have not re-
newed Certificate of Registra-
tion (RC) and which fail the fit-
ness test

© Are 15 years old and above,
owned by the govt/PSUs/govt
agencies/autonomous coun-
cils ete

@ Damaged due to fire, riot, nat-
ural disaster, accident or any
calamity, following which reg-
istered owner self-certifies it as
scrap

© Manufacturing rejects, test
vehicles, prototypes, vehicles
damaged during transporta-
tion from vehicle original
equipment manufacturer to
dealers, unsold or unregistered
vehicles as may be certified by
the vehicle original equipment

‘While the intent of taking un-
fit and polluting vehicles off
the roads is laudable, the goal
must be to move towards fewer
motor vehicles and a truly
green future. Like in France,
vehicle owners can be given in-
centives to get electric bicycles
instead of buying new cars,
said urban mobility expert
Shreya Gadepalli.

“The electric bicycle mdustry
that has thus far

comparison to electric two~
wheeler players due to lack of
good incentives, will geta strong

itsuc;)aschemaismsﬂ-

er
©® Auctioned, impounded or
abandoned vehicles by any en-
forcement agency

© Any other vehicle voluntarily
offered to a Registered Vehicle
Scrapping Facility for scrap-
ping by the owner

Fitness test

All commercial vehicles should
mandatorily take up the fitness
test at the Automated Testing
Station at RTOs every year,
when their registration has to
be renewed. If the vehicle fails
the test, it will be sent for scrap-
ping. For fear that their vehi-
cles will be crushed of they do
not pass the fitness test, com-
mercial vehicle owners are
likely to invest in higher main-

which is d to

the braklng system, which hindered wheel movement

the divisional level. Permission
has been granted to Mahindra
to set up one centre at Devana-
halli. Permission to set up two
more centres, in Tumakuru
and Koppal, will be granted
soon, according to transport of-
ficials. People can search for
their nearby RVSF on the Vaa-
han portal.

Process before scrapping

@ Citizens can take vehicles to
RVSE, after ensuring there are
no police cases, traffic fines or
other litigation against them
© RVSF will apply to RTO for
de-registration of the vehicle
© Once approved by RTO, vehi-
cle will be scrapped and owner
will get a Certificate of Deposit
(CoD), followed by a Certificate
of Vehicle Scrapping to certify
the vehicle is scrapped

At the RVSF

@ Vehicle is scrapped in an eco-
friendly process, including haz-
ardous wastes

® Each component, like tyres,
glass, plastic, grease, oil, metal
etc will be separated and recy-
cled/disposed of

Using CoD for tax concession

© CoD is the evidence of trans-
fer of ownership of the
vehicle

@ It is a necessary and suffi-
cient document for the owner:
to avail incentives and benefits
for purchase of a new vehicle,
as may be declared from time to
time by the government

@ Citizens can get anew vehicle
registered against submission
of CoD. According to the Regis-
tered Vehicle Scrapping Policy
of Karnataka 2022, the conces-
sion in motor vehicle tax shall
be equivalent to 25 per cent of
the tax paid on scrapping vehi-
cles in case of non-transport ve-
hicles, and 15 per cent in case of
transport vehicles in the state
© This concession shall be
available up to 8 years in case
of transport vehicles, and up to
15 years in case of non-trans-

old vehicles and live car-free ifthe sale fetches them more
lives, she added. money than the incentive
Assess impact of scrapping offered by ""’_C"’“ﬁmff of
vehicles Deposit, that g
Director of the Institute of So- onroad tax while purchasing
cial and Economic Change anew vehicle.
(ISEC) Prof D Rajasekhar said Yogeesh AM,
the primary motive of scrap- Transport Commissioner
ping vehicles is to encourage
buying of new cars and making I "
space for new vehicles to enter India is the world's fourth
the market. “There is no doubt most significant greenhouse
this will stimulate i ey
market sales. Along with bene- 65 2 i
1 fiting the automobile sector, it "l"“".‘s percent of ""X."’b“l
is to deliver economic emissions. It ranks third
benefits to the citizens, that in- among countries with
clude job creation. 'Ifhe govern- the worst air quality.
ment can expect an increase in BUEGEs
tax revenue and economic TIu‘s L2 "“""".V because
growth,” he said. vehicular emissions are
The scrapping policy will ad- not strictly regulated though
versely affect the used car mar- there are rules.
ket, as the cost of a car will fall
drastically close to its age of Akshay’
scrapping, and people will pre- —————
fer newer ones. For ix;nstanlcde,i a While the intent of taking
1 n ¥ ¥
&eyfamk‘i‘.car.-t?nm:‘f’or o unfitand polluting vehicles
2lakh might come down toRs 1 off the roads is laudable, the
lakh after vehicle scrapping goal must be to move towards
picks up pace. fewer motor vehicles anda
The impact of scrapping o}d iy
icyclesarealot —and unfit vehicles, reduction in green future.
pollution and other factors Shreya Gadepalli,
need assessment. Vehicl expert
pingis llkely to Il)ﬁ‘neﬁt densely
and distrlcts ljke Kalaburagi or Further, scrapping of vehicles
Kodagu, where people will con- islikely to be high in bigger cit-
tinue to use their old vehicles. ies where disposable income is

keep emissions under control.
All private vehicles must go
for re-registeration to their
RTOs after completing 15 years,
and undergo a fitness test. If
they clear the lest reglstration

port ; unused CoD can
be traded

Scrapping of govt vehicles
There are nearly 15,000 govern-
ment vehicles that are over 15
years old and should be
vehicles

will be r d for

five years and the same process
will have to be repeated every
five years.

Finding your RVSF

According to Karnataka's Reg-
istered Vehicle

Scrapping Poli-
cy, 2022, initially there should
be at least one RVSF centre at
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Dell seeks GoK intervention
to overcome import
restrictions on SEZ

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Texas-based technology
conglomerate Dell sought
support from the Karnata-
ka government to over-
come import restrictions
on Special Economic Zone
(SEZ) operations, which it
said would enhance cost
sustainability and help ex-
pand its operations and in-
vestments in India.

Dell was putting forth
this requirement also on
behalf of ESDM (Electron-
ics System Development
and Maintenance) ecosys-
tem players and suppliers
in the State.

An industry delegation
from Karnataka headed by
M.B. Patil, Minister for
Large and Medium Indus-
tries & Infrastructure, met
senior Dell officials com-
prising Michael Dundas of
Global Manufacturing Op-
erations and Technology,
Alan Richey, Senior Vice-
President, Legal, and Ta-
brez Ahmad, Director, Asia
Pacific and Japan, Govt. Af-

Source:

fairs and Public Policy, in
Texas on Friday.

Dell was considering
fresh investment in its re-
search and development
(R&D) centre in Bengaluru
as part of its business ex-
pansion plans, said a state-
ment from the Govern-
ment of Karnataka on
Saturday.

Dell, which has a market
capitalisation of $50 bil-
lion, already operates one
of its prominent research
and development centres
in Bengaluru. Globally, the
tech major operates 25 ma-
nufacturing facilities and
14 of these facilities are fo-
cused on R&D activities.

The GOK delegation met
officials of New York-based
Semiconductor Manufac-
turing company Global
Foundries, which invinced
interest in increasing its
workforce in Bengaluru by
adding 200 skilled work-
ers. Mr. Patil said the State
government would help
GlobalFoundries establish
connections with custom-
ers and suppliers in India.
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Gross GST revenue growth
slowed to 10.2% in Sept.

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

Growth in India’s gross
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) revenues slowed to a
27-month low of 10.2% in
September, from around
10.8% in the previous two
months. However, collec-
tions improved 2.3% over
August revenues to touch
21,62,712 crore.

Revenues from domes-
tic transactions, including
services imports, were 14%
higher than the tax collect-
ed from these sources dur-
ing September 2022. This
is the fourth time that the
gross GST kitty has crossed
the %1.60 lakh crore mark
in 2023-24, the Finance Mi-
nistry said.

GST inflows from goods
imports had recovered
from two months of con-
traction to grow 3% in Au-
gust, but shrank again in
September, albeit by a frac-
tion. While the Finance Mi-
nistry did not specify the
extent of decline in its

Continued?é.

Revenue check

Goods and Services Tax collections rose to 71.63 lakh crore in
September 2023, 10.2% higher than September 2022
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statement, back-of-the-en-
velope calculations show
that GST revenues from
goods imports dropped
0.11% from last September.

The last time that GST
revenues grew at a slower
pace was in June 2021,
when collections rose a
mere 2% amid the second
wave of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The revenues in
that month were based on
domestic transactions bet-
ween June 5 and July 5,
since taxpayers were given
various relief measures in
the form of waivers and re-

Sept, 2022

Sept. 2023

duction in interest on de-
layed filings for firms with
an aggregate turnover up
to 35 crore.

Last month’s GST reve-
nues, based on transac-
tions carried out in August,
included Central GST
(CGST) collections of
<29,818 crore, State GST
(SGST) of 337,657 crore,
and Integrated GST (IGST)
of ¥83,623 crore, which in-
cluded 41,145 crore col-
lected on goods imports.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



Gross GST revenue
growth slowed to 10.2%

GST compensation cess inflows were 11,613
crore, including ¥881 crore collected on the im-
port of goods.

“The government has settled ¥33,736 crore to
CGST and %27,578 crore to SGST from IGST. The
total revenue of Centre and the States in the
month of September, 2023 after regular settle-
ment is T63,555 crore for CGST and 65,235 crore
for the SGST,” the Finance Ministry said.

Manipur highest, Bihar sees contraction
Revenues in strife-torn Manipur, which recovered
from a contraction in August, recorded the high-
est growth among States in September, rising
47%. GST revenues in Telangana grew 33%, fol-
lowed by Jammu and Kashmir (32%), Arunachal
Pradesh (27%), Tamil Nadu (21%), and Karnataka
(20%).

As many as 17 States recorded revenue growth
below the national average of 14%, while 12 States
reported 14% or higher growth. States seeing a
slower uptick included Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh,
Kerala, Haryana, Odisha, and Jharkhand, with
Delhi, Meghalaya, and Assam recording the weak-
est growth of 2%, followed by West Bengal (3%).

Bihar was the only State to report an actual
contraction in GST collections in September, with
revenues down 5%. The Union Territories of
Lakshadweep, and Andaman and Nicobar Islands
also clocked a sharp decline in revenues, which
fell 45% and 30% year-on-year, respectively. By
contrast, revenues shot up 81% in the Union terri-
tory of Ladakh.

Settling pending dues
A part of the rise in September’s revenues could
have been spurred by businesses settling pending
tax dues since the start of the GST regime in 2017-
18, tax experts reckoned.

“With normal period of limitation for the finan-
cial year 2017-18 ending on September 30, some of
this increased collection could be linked to busi-
nesses having settled issues with payment of taxes
for the said period,” said Abhishek Jain, indirect
tax head and partner at KPMG. Revenues from the
indirect tax may rise further with the festive sea-
son around the corner, he added.
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