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‘Raitharondige Navu' programme to help
farmers of drought-hit Tumakuru district

Nagesh Prabhu
BENGALURU

To ensure “ease of doing
farming” in drought-hit Tu-
makuru, over half a dozen
government departments
have joined hands by rop-
ing in NGOs and launched
a novel programme called
“Raitharondige Navu’* (we
are with farmers) for pro-
viding services, including
counselling, to mitigate
risks faced by small and

Officers (PDOs) to attend
the programme.

The Halappa Founda-
tion, headed by Muralidha-
ra Halappa, and Sarvodaya
Mandali have joined hands
and successfully conduct-
ed programmes in five ho-
blis so far.

The programme that
was initially mooted by De-
puty Chief Minister and
KPCC president D.K. Shiva-
kumar and being imple-
mented with the initiative

partment officials provide
tips about the necessity of
taking insurance for crops
to mitigate the climate-re-
lated risk.

Many farmers got infor-
mation about diseases to
cattle and crops through
the programme, said farm-
er C.N. Ramesh, who met
officials at the function
held at C.S. Pura hobli in
Gubbi taluk.

Advance notice

marginal farmers.

Nine out of 10 taluks
have  been  declared
drought-hit in Tumakuru
district: Chikkanayakana-
halli, Gubbi, Koratagere,
Kunigal, Madhugiri, Pava-
gada, Shira, Tiptur, and
Thuruvekere.

One-stop solution

Launched at the hobli le-
vel, the objective of the
“Raitharondige Navu” pro-
gramme is to provide infor-

Source:

Farmers attending a ‘Raitharondige Navu’ programme at C.S. Pura
hobli in Gubbi taluk of Tumakuru district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

mation on all activities of
farming, horticulture, flori-
culture, sericulture, vete-
rinary and marketing, in-
surance, bank loans,
availability of subsidies un-
der various schemes, soil
health, fertilizer and pesti-
cides to farmers at a one-
stop-shop on the day of the
weekly market (shandy
day).

It has been made man-
datory for hobli-level offi-
cials of the Revenue and
the Agriculture Depart-
ments and its allied depart-
ments, such as the Animal
Husbandry, the Horticul-
ture, the Agricultural Mar-
keting, the Fisheries, and
the Rural Development
and Panchayat Raj, and the
Panchayat Development

of Mr. Halappa, has helped
department officials un-
derstand the difficulties
faced by farmers and
helped small farmers in
many ways, said Shivaraj
Kuchanji, who owns a two-
acre plot in Tumakuru
rural.

While bank officials pro-
vide information on the
types of documents to be
produced by farmers for
availing themselves of
loans, the Agriculture De-
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“In advance, we communi-

cate the day of the pro-
gramme to farmers of each
hobli. We start the pro-
gramme at noon and conti-
nue till 4 p.m. to ensure
that all farmers attending
the meeting get the oppor-
tunity to talk to officials,”
Mr. Halappa said.

The programme is or-
ganised at Santhe Maidan,
Honnudike, Guluru hobli
in Tumakuru taluk on Sun-
day.
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Monsoon rain on downward trend in K'taka: Study

Observesrisein
extremerainfall eventsin
last 6 decades

R KRISHNAKUMAR
BENGALURU, DHNS

onsoon rain has been on a down-
Mward trend in Karnataka dur-

ing the last six decades, a new
study thatanalysed the patternin the state
over 120 years has found, while also noting
the rise of extreme rainfall events (EREs)
during this period.

The study by researchers at the Coun-
cil of Scientific and Industrial Research’s
Fourth Paradigm Institute (CSIR-4PI) in
Bengaluru could offer insights in tackling

regional climate changeandaid forecasting
models for the state.

Krushna Chandra Gouda, Senior
Principal Scientist at CSIR-4PI, said the
findings presented a case for greater
understanding of regional climate change,
indicated as a major contributor to these
variabilities.

Theresearchersstudied the India Mete-
orological Department (IMD)’s daily rain-
fall databetween Juneand September, for a
totalanalysis period, from 1901to 2020; this
was further divided into two periods—1901
101959 and 1960 to 2020.

While data from the 120-year timeline
revealed anincrease of1.15mm/yearin pre-
cipitation, analysis of the two halves of the
period threw up a significant variability. A
precipitation increase - +1.59 mm/year -
was observed in the 1901-1959 period. The
latter half, between 1960 and 2020, clocked
only+0.67 mm/year.

m Researchers studied IMD's
daily rainfall data between
June and Sept from 1901 to
2020; this was further divid-
ed into two periods — 1901 to
1959 and 1960 to 2020.

® Adecrease in extreme rainfall
events (EREs) was noted during
the first half of the analysis period;
the second half recorded a positive trend

= Major portions of the west coastline and
parts of the north consistently reported
monsoon ERES

m Study could offer insights in tackling
regional climate change and aid forecast-
ing models

Analysis of the
two halves showed
aprecipitation increase
-+1.59 mm/year -inthe
1901-1959 period. The
latter half, between 1960
and 2020, clocked only
+0.67 mm/year

Gouda underlined extreme events that
tend to getlost in larger, long-term assess-
ments.

“Take the number of rainy days dur-
ing two monsoon seasons. Over
120 days, one records 87 rainy
days and the other, 62 days.
In the overall analysis, both
couldend up beingassessed
as normal monsoons but
what we could miss, in the
second case, is extreme rain-
fall bursts thatlast for three to
four days,” he said.
The researchers said the find-
ings could complement future research
on monsoon variations in the context of
Karnataka’s diverse geographic markers
—from the Western Ghats to the Cauvery;
from its coastline to its forest cover to its
expanding towns and cities.
» Monsoon rain, Page 5
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Monsoon rain on downward
trend in Karnataka: Study

Monsoonrain, from Page 1

The paper by Gouda, Nikhila-
suma P, and Mahendra Ben-
ke — both from CSIR-4PI —
and Geeta Agnihotri from
the Meteorological Centre,
IMD Bengaluru, has been
selected for publication in
the journal Natural Hazards
Research.

Extreme heavy rainfall
(more than 64.5 mm/day)
events were tracked across
the decades. A decrease in
the number of EREs was not-
ed during the first half of the
analysis period; the second

Major portions of the west
coastline and parts of the
north consistently reported
monsoon EREs. The paper
traced this trend to changes
in land use which set off re-
gional climate change (risein
temperatures).

The west coast region re-
corded the highest rainfall
across the three periods:
more than 900 mm. It also
saw the highest variation
(excess or deficit) —between
280 mm and 300 mm — due
to the combined dynamical
and physical effects of the
Western Ghats and the Ara-

halfrecorded ansitive trend. bianSea,the studz concluded.
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Cup of miseries brims over for
farmers in state’s ‘sugar bow!’

Crops wither du

e topoor rains,

river inflow; trigger exodus

v

SHRINIDHI R
DHARWAD, DHNS

he undivided Vijay-
I apura and Belagavi
districtswhich boast of
having five rivers —Krishna,
Bheema, Doni, Ghatapra-
bha and Malaprabha - flow-
ing through them are in the
clutches of a severe drought
this season.

Of the total 40 taluks in
Vijayapura, Bagalkot and Be-
lagavi districts, 34 have been
declared severely drought-
hitby the government.

Scanty rainfall during the
kharif season coupled with
faulty water and power sup-
plysystems have compound-
ed the farmers’ problems.

Farmers who had bor-
rowed money from banks
and private moneylenders
incurred massive losses
as crops started to wither
during the germination and
flowering stage.

In Vijayapura district,
which is known for its major
crops tur and sugarcane,
sowing was completed on 6.1
lakh hectares against thetar-
getof7.1lakh hectares.

Norainin Aug

State of

Drovight

mencedin Julyasthedistrict
did not receive any rain in
June. Anticipating good rain
in August and September
first week, farmers took up
sowing. However, the dis-
trict did not receive any rain
in August.

The crops have started to
wither and agriculture offi-
cials estimate that there will
be a50% croploss.

All the nine taluks in
Bagalkot district have been
listed as drought-hit. The
district has a deficit of 34%
rainfall and it has affected
sunflower, tur, chilliand sug-
arcane cultivation.

Since the district gets the
backwaters of Almatti dam
built across River Krishna,
farmersinthedistrictdepend
mainly on Ghataprabha and
Malaprabhariversforthewa-
ter needs of their crops.

50% less water

Both these rivers have 50%
less water due to insufficient
rains in the catchment area
and the sugarcane growers
are feeling the pinch.

i

Shirol village in Mudhol ta-
luk said that the sugarcane
growers, after being ignored
by sugar factories last crush-
ing season, are in for trouble
again as the sugarcane out-
putislikely tobe poorandthe
juice content in the produce
islikely to be less.

Withagriculturalactivities
coming to a standstill, farm
labourers from Hungund,
Tlkal and Badami, which are
drylands, are migrating to
Mangaluru, Udupi and Goa
issearch of jobs.

Thisisnotanew phenom-
enon as every year, farm la-
bourers leave their villages
in search of employment
soon after the festival season
is over. This time it is a little
early, said Karnataka Rajya
Raitha Sangha leader Shi-
varaj Patil.

Hope fading

Hesaidfarmersareincurring
almost 60% crop loss during
the kharif season and if the

e S ol ‘h?’ - ER 2 T OO
The stunted growth of tur crop in Bagalkot district,
owing to scanty rains. bH PHOTO

w24 | eraltaluksofthe drought-hit
B (ag.

The central teamsarelike-
ly to tour the state to assess
the situation and submit a
reportto the Centre.

Based on the report, the
Centre announces compen-
sation as per National Di-
saster Relief Fund (NDRF)
norms.

Revenue Minister Krish-
na Byre Gowda recently said
thatthe compensationwillbe
according to NDRF norms,
which means farmerswill get
ameagreamount.

&

Al

hopeofgettinga good harvest
during rabi will be dashed.
The situation is no different
in the Belagavi district. As
many as 13 of the 18 taluks in
thedistrict figurein thelist of
severely drought-hit.

Important crops namely
green gram, black gram,
maize, paddy and sugarcane
are bearing the brunt of the
failure of monsoon.

The scanty monsoon has
made life difficult for sugar-
cane growers in the region,
known as the ‘sugar bow!’ of
Karnataka.

Inflow into the Malapra-
bha and Ghataprabha rivers
from Maharashtra is poor
thisyear.

While the Malaprabha has
21 tmcft of water against its
capacity of 37 tmcft, Ghat-
aprabha has only 42 tmcft
againsta capacity of 51 tmcft.

Onuson govt

“The state government has
its task cut out to rescue
farmers from the jaws of
drought. Meagre compensa-
tion as per NDRF norms will
nothelpinanyway. The state
government should walk the
extra mile to compensate
farmersbypayingthemarea-
sonable amount in addition
towhattheygetunder NDRF
norms,” said Basangouda
Malipatil, a farmer.

Drinking water
The only saving grace is
that the region is facing no
shortage of drinking wateras
water fromthe Almattireser-
voir has been released to fill
tanksin thearea. If any town
orvillageisfacingashortage
of drinking water, it is due to
afaulty supply system.
Erratic power supply is
blamed for drinking water
woes in Vijayapura city and

Tough guidelines
Tough guidelines by the Cen-
tre for deciding areas hit by

This seasoni sowinﬁ com- Ramaﬁﬁa Bandiwad of situation continuesi their drouﬁht have degrived sev-__other towns.
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Rs 2001‘0 Rs]D Tomatofarmers hopescrash

Fruit shock

Officials blame the arrival of a large
quantity of tomatoes and fall in demand
from other states for the price crash

Kolar APMCreceived 4.21 lakh quintals

of tomatoes in Sept. In the same period
last year, the APMC received 2.31 lakh
quintals

A box of 15 kg of tomatoes that was

sold at Rs 2,300 in July and August is now
beingsold atRs 45 toRs 120

A farmer in Koppal blamed the horti-

culture department, saying the latter sold
tomato seedlings and farmers bought
them hoping for better returns

PAVAN KUMARH
HUBBALLI, DHNS

A wo extremes in a span of two
months have brought tomato

farmers face-to-face with the cruel
reality of market forces.

In July, the kitchen staple hitan
eye-popping Rs 200/kg in the retail
market, prompting scores of farmers
to switch to the crop while hotels and
households shunned it. Currently, the
fruitis being sold for Rs 10/kg, almost
the cost of a tea, a see-sawing of fortunes
that has left farmers shaking their heads
in disbelief.

The price crash is being attributed by
officials from the Horticultural Depart-
ment and the Agricultural Produce
Market Committee (APMC) to the arriv-
al of a large quantity of tomatoes and fall
indemand from other states.

This month alone, the Kolar APMC,
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Asia’s second-largest tomato market, re-
ceived 4.21lakh quintals of tomatoes. In
the same period last year, the APMC re-
ceived 2.31lakh quintals and it received
3.82lakh quintals in September 2021.

This has had a cascading effect on the
prices: a box of 15 kg of tomatoes that
was sold at Rs 2,300 in July and August
isnow being sold at Rs 45 to Rs 120.

Farmers in Koppal, Chikkaballapur,
Mandya, Tumakuru, Chitradurga, Ha-
veri had taken up large-scale cultivation
of tomatoes when prices went through
the roof.

According to sources in the Horti-
culture Department, till Sept 1, the fruit
had been sown on nearly 32,323 ha of
land. But many farmers in Kolar and
surrounding areas have decided not to
harvest the yield as the labour cost of
harvesting is higher than the returns.

» Tomato, Page 5
Centre lowers stock limit of pulses, P12

Rs 200 toRs 10: Tomato farmers' hopes crash

Tomato, fromPage 1

“By harvesting tomatoes onmy
10 acres of land,  am only go-
ing to add to my losses,” Satish
Hotur, a farmer from Chintha-
maniin Chikkaballapur. “I can
harvest 20 to 28 boxes of toma-
toes per day. The traders are
quoting Rs 150 per box (max
hecanearnRs4,200),whereas
thelabour chargesitself would
cometoRs 3,000toRs 3,500.
And then there are transport
charges, traders commission
and others. So, I have decid-
ed not to

This is apart from the culti-
vation costs.

Krishna Matapathi,afarmer
in Koppal, blames the horticul-
ture department for not warn-
ing them in advance. “The de-
partment sold a large number
of tomato seedlings in August.
And many farmers, who earli-
erusedtogrow cotton or chilli,
hoping for better yield shifted
to tomatoes. Now, we are not
even getting the returns on in-
vestment,” he said.

Koppal doubled its toma-
to cultivation area from 500

acresin April to 1,000 acresin
July-August. Horticulture de-
partment officials claim they
sold nearly two crore tomato
seedlings in this period.

But Siddalingeshwara,
Senior Additional Direc-
tor of Horticulture, in-
formed DH that several teams
were formed at taluk levels to
caution farmers against ex-
panding the cultivation area.

He said poor demand from
other stateshascrashed prices,
while there is excess supply in
thelocal market.

harvest

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL

theyield.”

d, p.1 &12

Her al

Sour ®&erccan Sept.

Back to Contents




ECONOMY

DH

&z
DECCAN HERALD

DEMOCRATIC DECENTRALISATION

Karnataka’sunfulfilled

The state moved early
to devolve power to the
Panchayat level, but much
still remains to be done to
realise iton ground

T RRAGHUNANDAN

n 2000, shortly after the S M Kr-
Iishna—led Congress government

assumed office, the then Rural
Development Minister M Y Ghor-
pade organised a Round Table to take
stock of Karnataka’s achievements in
democratic decentralisation. There, a
discussion paper authored by a World
Bank researcher, Keith Maclean, ti-
tled Overview of Rural Decentralisation
in India concluded that in Karnataka,
despite several governmental and civ-
il society attempts, Panchayats had
not emerged as people’s institutions.
Instead, distortions of higher-level po-
litical systems had been replicated at
decentralised levels and new elites and
power centres had emerged within the
Panchayati system.

Maclean observed that decisions
werenot transparentand decision-mak-
ing criteria were unclear, especially
with respect to officials’ transfers and
postings and entrustment of works
for implementation. Despite Karnata-
ka’s claim to have achieved ‘big bang’
decentralisation, the report said that
power relations among Panchayats,
the bureaucracy, MLLAs and MPs had
remained unchanged. There was poor
definition and considerable overlap in
theroles of Panchayat levels and Gram
Sabhashad failed toensure accountabil-
ity to the people. There was a universal
tendency todivide fundsequally among
elected representatives for their constit-
uencies, which limited the size, scale,
reach and effectiveness of projects. Fi-
nally, it stated that over 428 schemes
wereimplemented through Panchayats
with virtually no local discretion.

Though Maclean’s paper annoyed
those extolling the Karnataka model,
Ghorpade took it seriously and com-
menced low-profile reforms, braving
scepticism and opposition from his par-
ty colleagues. Landmark amendments,
including constituting a two-tier system
of peoples’participation through Ward
and Gram Sabhas, were undertaken.
The gradual centralisation of depart-
mental schemes back from the Zilla
Panchayats to Bengaluru-based line
departments was reversed by Siddar-
amaiah, then Finance Minister in the
Dharam Singh government.

Karnataka’s reform efforts have since

Sour ®ecc

promise

continued, despite a spate of coalition
governments and burgeoning corrup-
tion. Despite strong political polarisa-
tion, enduring decentralisation cham-
pions from every political party have
collaborated to push Karnataka’sagen-
daforward. Amendments piloted by H
KPatil, the Rural Development Minister
in the earlier Siddaramaiah govern-
ment, have made Karnataka’s Gram
Swaraj Act, 2016, express arguably
the strongest mandate for Panchayati
Raj in the country by embedding pro-
visions for strong Gram Sabhas, local
approval of beneficiary identification
and prioritisation, oversight of Gram
Panchayat-level works, and reformed
local tax provisions.

K

Paradoxically, these progressive de-
velopments do not erase the relevance
of Maclean’s two-decade-old trenchant
observations. Karnataka still faces the
challenge of improving the quality of
practice of its strong legal mandate for
democratic decentralisation. It has the
law;ithas towalk the talk on implemen-
tation.

Thatis easier said than done.

Fiscal decentralisation the key
Ramakrishna Hegde and Nazeer
Saab’s stellar reforms of 1987 com-
prised of constituting a two-tier sys-
tem comprising of strong Zilla Parish-
ads and aggregating the 22,000 tiny
Gram Panchayats into 3,300 Mandal
Panchayats, which were scaleable levels
for service delivery. This institutional
rejig was backed by effective fiscal de-
centralisation, achieved by cleaving out
a District Sector from the state budget
comprising of departmental schemes
and programmes that were devolved
for planning and implementation to
the Zilla Parishads.

This meaningful exercise in devo-
lution was disliked by bureaucrats
who perceived a loss of command and
control. Over the years, devolved pro-
grammes were spirited back into de-

an Her al

partmental coffers. A research study of
the Centre for Policy Research-the Pai-
safor Panchayats - reportrevealed that
the extent of re-centralisation was so
significant that the District and Taluk
Panchayats had become, from a finan-
cial perspective, merejunction boxes for
salary funds; ATMs dispensing salary
to departmental staff deputed to them
nominally, without any control over
meaningful schemesand programmes.

Ironically, the passage of salary funds
through the Zillaand Taluk Panchayats
enables the state to boast that they de-
volve considerable sums of money to
the Panchayats, even though such sal-
ary transfers are meaningless without
autonomous control over howschemes
and programmes are implemented.

The result of these fiscal distortions
showed that while at the grassroots
level, considerable funds were spent
by the government, only an eighth of
it was within the knowledge of Gram
Panchayats; theremainder wasspentby
departments without any consultation
with the panchayats and no oversight
by the Grama Sabhas, who were thus
ineffective despite their strong legal
mandate for oversight. The Centre for
Policy Research’s 2021 report, Paisa

Jor Municipalities, revealed the same
malaise in municipalities.

Simply put, thereisnoway thata Kar-
nataka resident can find outhow much
moneyisbeingspentby the government
inhisor her Panchayat, ward or munic-
ipality, or sector of interest, given the
multiplicity of institutions crowding out
each otherand spending money for the
same things from different accounting
sources. We have in place a classic rec-
ipe for corruption and leakage, in the
name of decentralisation.

The Karnataka government organ-
ised this week a two-day Round Table
of experts and leaders cutting across
party lines to discuss how democratic
decentralisation can be re-energised
and given a new direction. In parallel,
the Fifth Finance Commission of the
state is being constituted to make rec-
ommendations on how the divisible
pool of financesmaybedivided between
the state and local governments.

Will the magic happen again, of a
group of committed politicians and bu-
reaucrats implementing the powerful
law, keeping inmind thelarger interest
of the state’s people? Or will the Round
Table deteriorate into another repeti-
tion of the same old self-praise that has
been the bane of Karnataka’sdiscourse
ondemocratic decentralisation?

One waits and watches. One lives on
hope.

(Thewriterisaformer Secretary, Ru-
ral Development, Govt of Karnataka,
and Trustee. CIVIC)
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‘Oil price a concern but no alarm yet’

Tur imports to cool pulses prices, some other food prices are easing already, Finance Ministry emphasises in monthly
review of economy: flags monsoon deficit’s likely impact on kharif, rabi crops as another key risk to economic outlook

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he recent run-up in
global crude oil
prices is a concern

for the Indian economy
but doesn’t yet warrant
alarm, and prices of some
food items that had
spurred inflation above 7%
in July are “on the retreat”
while those of others like
tur dal will ease once im-
ports hit the market, the
Finance Ministry said.
Apart from “steadily
climbing” oil prices, the
ministry identified the
monsoon deficit, which
could impact both kharif
and rabi crops, as another
risk to the economic out-

Source:

Oil watch

Finance Ministry admits the ‘steadily climbing’ global crude cil
prices pose a risk to the economic outlook

= Terms a likely stock market dip
‘in the wake of an overdue global

stock market correction’ an
‘ever-present’ risk

= Economic outlook on track for a
‘baseline estimate’ of 6.5% real GDP

growth this fiscal

= Ministry says it sees incipient signs
of a new private sector formation cycle

look, and termed a likely
stock market dip “in the
wake of an overdue global
stock market correction”
as an “ever-present” risk.
The economic outlook
remained bright and on
track for a “baseline esti-

The

mate” of 6.5% real GDP
growth this year, the minis-
try said in its economic re-
view for August. It stressed
that the “momentum of
economic activity” from
the first quarter, when
GDP grew 7.8%, has “been

Hi

ndu,

carried forward” into the
second quarter and there
are “incipient signs of a
new private sector forma-
tion cycle”.

The ministry cited high
frequency indicators such
as record e-way bills and
electronic toll collections
as signs of healthy eco-
nomic activity. It pointed
to a 4.2% uptick in capital
goods imports in the first
quarter to suggest higher
public capital spending
had begun to crowd in
private investment.

“Private sector is in
good health as data on ad-
vance tax payments... con-
firm,” the ministry noted,
asserting that businesses
were ‘investing’.

p .

20,

“The U.S. 10-year bond
yield has crossed 4.3%,
and the S&P 500 index is
not too far from its all-time
high. The risks of a stock
market correction and geo-
political ~ developments
could potentially hurt in-
vestment sentiment in the
second half... But, the im-
pact of these develop-
ments on underlying eco-
nomic activity in India
should be relatively con-
tained,” it averred.

While the ministry ack-
nowledged the August
monsoon deficit could im-
pact both kharif and rabi
crops, it termed Septem-
ber’s rains “heartening” as
it had erased a part of the
overall deficit.

Dept. asked to freshly calculate minimum
wages for 10 scheduled employments

Cost of food, clothes, and shelter has to be factored into the calculations for revision of minimum wages, say labour unions

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

n what is being seen as
la positive signal in fix-

ing minimum wages
on scientific basis in the
current revision cycle, the
State government has sent
back a proposal by the La-
bour Department to en-
hance minimum wages for
10 scheduled employ-
ments and asked the wages
to be revised on a more ra-
tional basis.

While the minimum
wages for 38 scheduled
employments have already
been notified in 2022-2023,
the revised minimum wag-
es for 10 scheduled em-
ployment is pending be-
fore the new Congress
government for notifica-
tion. Labour Minister San-
tosh Lad confirmed the de-
velopment and said that he
had asked for a scientific
revision of wages. “Labour
cannot be cheap. I have
asked the department offi-
cials to come up with fresh
calculations,” he told The
Hindu.

In Karnataka, to the al-
ready existing 83 sche-
duled employments, 22

Sour ce:

In Karnataka, to the already existing 83 scheduled employments, 22
were added in 2019, taking the total to 105 that covers close to
about 2 crore workers. SPECIALARRANGEMENT

were added in 2019, taking
the total to 105 that covers
close to about 2 crore
workers.

The minimum wages
were fixed in 2017-2018 to
83 scheduled employ-
ments in Karnataka, and as
per law these are to be re-
vised at least once in five
years.

Labour unions’ stand

The revision of minimum
wages to 38 of the sche-
duled employments in
202223, however, had
been criticised by trade un-

The

ions. While the 20172018
fixation of minimum wages
‘was based on a ground-le-
vel survey at 16 centres
across Karnataka, the State
notified 5% to 10% hike on
the wages, including the
variable dearness allo-
wance, without such a sur-
vey to assess inflation-relat-
ed price rise in 2022-23.

The unions had op-
posed the calculations and
sought the revision based
on the guidelines laid
down by the Supreme
Court in the Reptakos Brett
case.

Hi

Landmark SC judgment

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

In a landmark judgment,
the Supreme Court laid
down the calculation for
minimum wages in the
Reptakos Brett case in
1992, The calculation is

based on - one earner for
three consumption units; a
minimum food require-
ment based on 2,700 calo-
ries per average adult; 72
yards of clothing per year;
tent corresponding to the
government industrial
area housing scheme; 20%

of minimum wages to con-
sider for fuel, lighting and
miscellaneous; 25% of the
minimum wages towards
children’s education, med-
ical expenses, minimum
recreation such as festiv-
als/ ceremonies, provision
for old age, marriage, etc.

The officials pointed out
that the ground survey had
not been possible owing to
the pandemic and also in
anticipation of the Labour
Code coming into effect.

The department offi-
cials had argued that dur-
ing the revision of the mini-
mum wages in 2017-2018,
the government followed
the court guidelines in the
Reptakos Brett case to
bring uniformity in mini-
mum wages.

Since the 20222023
process is to only revise the
wages, there was no need
to follow the guidelines
again, the officials had ar-
gued.

After the government
notified the revision of mi-

ndu,

nimum wages in 38 sche-
duled employment, the
unions approached the
High Court for relief.

“The cost of food,
clothes, and shelter has to
be factored in the calcula-
tions for revision of mini-
mum wages. The Reptakos
Brett case should form the
basis for calculations. Sur-
veys should be conducted
to ascertain ground reali-
ties. The government-noti-
fied minimum wages for 38
scheduled employments
was arbitrary,” All-India
Trade Union Congress Kar-
nataka secretary M. Satya-
nand said.

Cost of meat
He welcomed the govern-
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ment’s decision of asking
the department to rework
the wage calculations, in
the case of the 10 sche-
duled employments yet to
be notified.

“Meat that is part of the
diet of a large number of
households has not been
considered for calculating
minimum wages. This
should be considered in
this revision.”

Meanwhile, in a recent
reply to a RTI query, the
Labour Department has
said that it will be following
the guidelines fixed by the
court in the Reptakos Brett
case while fixing minimum
wages to the 22 new em-
ployments added to the
schedule since 2019.
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EDUCATION

Classes 9 and 11 to have board
exams from this academic year

Karnataka School Examination and Assessment Board will set uniform question papers

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

arnataka  School
Examination and
Assessment Board

(KSEAB) will conduct
board exams for classes 9
and 11 from the 2023-24
academic year. Around 15
lakh students from these
two classes will be taking
the exam this year in the
State.

The board currently
conducts annual examina-
tions for classes 10 and 12
and assessment examina-
tions for classes 5 and 8.
Learning can be streng-
thened and learning levels
better monitored if the
board holds Summative
Assessment (SA)-2 for class
9 students and annual ex-
aminations for class 11 stu-
dents as well, believes the
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Currently, annual examinations are conducted for classes 10 and 12
and assessment examinations for classes 5 and 8. FILE PHOTO

Department of School Edu-
cation and Literacy. Now
the board will conduct the
SA-2 examination at the
school level for class 9 and
the annual examination at
college level for class 11.

Centrally set papers
The board will prepare the

The

question papers at the
state level, and question
papers for class 9 will be
sent to a secure online ac-
count of the Block Educa-
tion Officer concerned. For
class 11, question papers
will be sent to the login of
the Deputy Director of Pre-
University concerned.

They will download the
question papers on exami-
nation day, print the pap-
ers according to the num-
ber of students and send
them to the schools, main-
taining confidentiality.

The evaluation of class 9
will be conducted at the ta-
luk level, and class 11 in the
respective colleges. The re-
sults will be uploaded on
the Students Achievement
Tracking System (SATS)
portal by the Head Masters
and Principals.

However, there is no de-
tention of any student of
class 9, while supplemen-
tary examinations are con-
ducted for students who
fail in class 11.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Gopalakrishna. H.N., Di-
rector (Exams) KSEAB,
said, “Earlier, there was no
uniformity in the question
paper. It was not known

Hind2p2p. 3,

whether the teachers had
completed the syllabus. It
affected the learning pro-
cess. Therefore, the go-
vernment has asked us to
conduct the exams for
classes 9 and 1. In a few
days model question pap-
ers will be released and al-
so published on the board
website. The board will al-
so announce the schedule
of examination soon.”

He said it was part of the
government’s effort to im-
prove the quality of educa-
tion.

“The board will verify
the data of results upload-
ed on SATS by the Head
Masters and Principals.
Then it will also check
which schools, taluks and
districts are lagging be-
hind, and a report will be
submitted to the govern-
ment on how standards
can be improved,” he said.

sept .

2 4,



Govt. forms new committees
to revise school textbooks in
time for next academic year

Panels to have MG. Hegde as convener; educationists say the exercise may become questionable

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he State govern-
T ment has set up five
committees, com-

prising 37 members, led by
professor M.G. Hegde to re-
vise school textbooks in
time for the next academic
year.

The previous BJP regime
had formed a committee
led by Hindutva activist Ro-
hith Chakratirtha to revise
textbooks drafted by a
committee led by writer
Baragur Ramachandrappa.
This exercise included les-
sons written by several
Hindutva icons, including
Rashtriya = Swayamsevak
Sangh founder K.B. Hedge-
war, among other changes,
that turned controversial.

Once the Congress came
to power, with little time to
completely revise text-
books for this academic
year, it re-revised them to
make some “corrections,
additions, and deletions”
under the guidance of Mr.
Ramachandrappa again,
promising to bring revised
textbooks for the next aca-
demic year. Now, the five
committees — with Mr.
Hegde, a retired professor
at Rani Chennamma Un-
iversity, Belagavi, as their
convener — will revise the
textbooks again for the
next academic year. Sepa-
rate committees have been
formed to revise first- and
second-language Kannada

Sour ce
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Separate committees have been formed to revise first and second-language Kannada textbooks for
classes I to X, and third-language Kannada textbooks for classes IX and X, and social science textbooks
for classes VI to X. FILE PHOTO

textbooks for classes I to X,
and third-language Kanna-
da books for classes IX and
X, and social science text-
books for classes VI to X.

Ritesh Kumar Singh,
Principal Secretary of the
Department of School Edu-
cation and Literacy, said
this was a “short exercise
to revise the textbooks to
make corrections” and the
committees would submit
their report in the next
three months.

Several objections

The order forming these
five new committees says
the revision has to be done
as per the guidelines of the
National Curriculum Fra-
mework 2005 and not the
National Curriculum Fra-
mework for School Educa-
tion (NCFSE-2023) current-
ly in force. Many

Hi
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educationists have argued
that this will render the ex-
ercise “null and void”.

Development  educa-
tionist Niranjan Aradhya
V.P. said that unless the
State government declares
they have rejected the
NCFSE-2023 like it has an-
nounced the decision to
scrap the NEP-2020, the
2023 framework would ap-
ply to textbooks.

“We could have deve-
loped a State Curriculum
Framework, on the lines of
the proposed Karnataka
State Education Policy
(KSEP), before initiating
the process of revising text-
books,” he said. Education-
ist Sripad Bhat, who was a
member of NCF-2005, con-
curred with Mr. Aradhya
and said the new textbooks
had to be as per
NCFSE-2023  guidelines.

10,

However, Mr. Singh said
that since the State govern-
ment had rejected
NEP-2020 and decided to
bring KSEP, NCFSE-2023
would not be applicable.
Mr. Bhat also argued
that given that the present
textbooks were over a de-
cade old already, there was
no point in revising them
further for the fourth time
now. “It would have been
better to draft new text-
books as revising these
textbooks has now become
meaningless,” he said, ad-
ding that the State govern-
ment had not only not fol-
lowed social justice while
forming these committees,
but the latest committee
formed now, also includes
several members who were
part of both Baragur Rama-
chandrappa and Rohith
Chakratirtha committees.
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Health

Dharwad hospital tops in linking
highest number of health records

The State also is on top with 46,917 verified health facilities registered in its Health Facility Registry

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

ven as Ayushman
E Bharat Digital Mis-

sion (ABDM) com-
pletes two years of its exis-
tence, the Dharwad
District Hospital in Karna-
taka, has been recognised
as the facility for linking
the highest number of
health records of patients
to their Ayushman Bharat
Health Accounts (ABHAs)
in the country in the last
one year (from October
2022 to September 2023).

Karnataka, which has so
far linked personal health
records of over 91.87 lakh
patients with their ABHAs,
has so far created 2.52
crore ABHAs.

With this, Karnataka is
now in the seventh posi-
tion in terms of ABHAs
created in the country. Of
the total 45.96 crore AB-
HAs created in the country,
Uttar Pradesh is the high-
est contributor with 4.83
crore as of Wednesday.

The State also continues
to top the country with
46,917 verified health facil-
ities registered in its
Health Facility Registry
(HFR). Likewise, with

Sour ce:

Manthan held in New Delhi.

40,374 verified healthcare
professionals in its Health
Professionals Registry
(HPR), the State is in the se-
cond position after Uttar
Pradesh that has 42,829
verified health profession-
als in its HPR, according to
the ABDM dashboard
launched by the National
Health Authority (NHA).

Scan and Share

Karnataka is also in the se-
cond position in the coun-
try in the ‘Scan and Share’

The
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Karnataka Health Commissioner Randeep D. receiving ‘Ayushman Utkrishtata’ aw.

category, wherein a QR
code-based Fast Track
Queue System for patient
registration is being fol-
lowed.

This facility, which is be-
ing used in 241 hospitals -
including 27 private facili-
ties across the State - has so
far benefitted nearly 18
lakh patients coming to the
Out Patient Department
(OPD) to share their demo-
graphic and personal de-
tails with the hospital just
by scanning the code.

Hi

ards at Arogya

This has helped reduce
long queues.

Of the total 92.23 lakh
tokens issued in the coun-
try, Uttar Pradesh is the
highest contributor with
34.4 lakh. Karnataka fol-
lows with 17.66 lakh tokens
issued.

Although the system
was first introduced in C.V.
Raman General hospital in
the State, K.C. General hos-
pital is now topping the list
for issuing the highest
number of tokens (93,377)
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so far. In November last
year, CV. Raman General
hospital was the second go-
vernment hospital in India,
after the Centre-run Lady
Hardinge Medical College
(LHMC) in Delhi to intro-
duce the system.

While Jayanagar Gener-
al hospital follows K.C.
General with 88,777 tokens
issued under the ‘Scan and
Share’ facility, C.V. Raman
is in the third position with
74,762 tokens issued to
date.

Ayushman Utkrishtata
In recognition of its perfor-
mance, Karnataka ABDM
has bagged “Ayushman Ut-
krishtata” awards present-
ed during the two-day Aro-
gya Manthan in New Delhi
on September 25.

State Health Commis-
sioner Randeep, who is al-
so the State Mission Direc-
tor for ABDM, said the
awards celebrate excel-
lence in healthcare and
Karnataka’s achievements
in two significant catego-
ries.

“This reflects the State’s
unwavering commitment
to improving healthcare
accessibility and quality,”

he said.
p. 8,
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