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Astudydonein
Bidar and Raichur
shows better
agricultural
productivity for the
farmers who use
weather advisory
services, writes
Rishika Pardikar

uchof Indian agriculture is

carried out by small farmers

using rain-fed methods. Cli-

mate-driven variabilities like

droughtand erraticrainfall

add to thesector’s vulnera-
bility in terms of farmers'income and the
country’s food security.

However, technology offers a ray of
hope. In 2015, the Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) started providing agri-
culture-related weather advisory services
via Gramin Krishi Mausam Sewa. Termed
‘Agrometeorological Advisory Services’
(AAS), itincludes information related to
rainfall, maximum and minimum temper-
atures, humidity, wind speed and direction
and cloud cover.

This information is shared twice a week
on Tuesday and Friday through text messag-
es, mobile applications like Meghdoot, TV
and radio programmes, local newspapers
and in-person communication from officers
in the respective state agricultural depart-
ments. It also includes advice like when to
sow, crop varieties to be used, the kind and
quantity of fertiliser to be applied, when to
harvest, storage management, etc.

Anew study by Rakesh Gomaji Nan-
newar, Tejal Kanitkar and R Srikanth from
the National Institute of Advanced Studies
(NIAS), Bengaluru, shows that Gramin Kri-
shi Mausam Sewa has contributed to higher
yield in the Kharif season (June- September)
for farmers in Raichur and Bidar districts in
North Karnataka. The study was published
last month in Weather, Climate and Society,
ajournal by the American Meteorological
Society.

“The primary objective was to understand
if climate advisory services have benefitted
farmers,” said Nannewar, the lead author.

The study says yields of pigeon pea,
soybean and pearl millet were higher by 233
kg/ha, 98 kg/ha and 318 kg/ha, respectively,
for those who accessed AAS. Kharif season
is when agricultural activities depend
primarily on rainfall rather than irrigation.
For winter crops like paddy and chickpea,
the researchers found the influence of other
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inputs on crop production, such as access
toirrigation and degree of fertiliser use, is
more important, resulting in a statistically
insignificant result for the influence of AAS.
So, a question remains: how can agromet
services be made useful for winter crops, or
what other kinds of support do farmers need
during this season?

“Large public programmes like the AAS
that bring science to people in meaningful
ways can contribute significantly to meeting
developmental goals and building resilience
against climate change,” the authors say.

The study was conducted for the agricul-
tural year between 2020-2021. There were
no extreme precipitation events during
this period in the two districts. The study
controlled other factors that determine
yield, like access to inputs like fertilisers
and pesticides, access to irrigation, etc., to
ensure a uniform baseline when comparing
agricultural output between beneficiaries,
indirect beneficiaries and non-beneficiaries.

Primary production services like farming,
fishing and herding are the most vulnerable
to climate impacts. Since these sectors are
closely tied to food security as well, building
adaptation is of paramount importance.
While traditional knowledge has historically
been the dominant way of decision-making,
climate change throws a spanner in the
works with extreme events, underscoring
the need for supplementary services like
agromet advisories in climate adaptation
and resilience.

ghen

Assessing the benefits

The study quantifies the benefits of
weather-related climate services in terms of
yield improvement in a socio-economically
under-developed region, i.e. two districts in
North Karnataka.

The authors surveyed 1,000 farm house-
holds across Raichur and Bidar, where 85%
replied thatagriculture was their primary
source of income. If the respondents ac-
cessed AAS from the IMD via text messages,
TV, radio, etc., they were classified as direct
beneficiaries. Indirect beneficiaries were
those who got the information secondhand
from input dealers, cooperative societies,
other farmersin the village, agricultural
officers, etc.

Some farmers did not access AAS atall.
Overall, 73% of surveyed households report-
ed having accessed AAS. Of these, 33% said
they accessed agromet advisories directly,
41% indirectly, and 26% did not access them
atall.

The category of indirect beneficiaries
gains prominence, given the low literacy
rates in the region and the technical nature
of the weather-related information. Inter-
mediaries like officers from state agricul-
tural departments and cooperative societies
play amajor role in ensuring the informa-
tion reaches all farmers regardless of their
literacy levels.

These services are provided free of
cost and accessible more freely than paid
services by private companies. The region’s

economic profile (i.e., lower income levels
than other parts of Karnataka) also matters
here.

The presence of significant numbers of in-
direct beneficiaries shows that intermediar-
ies play a big role in disseminating agromet
information and that there needs to be more
investment to ensure adequate numbers of
intermediaries, like officers from the rele-
vant agriculture department and training
for all categories of intermediaries.

“While farmers use their experiences to
make decisions about sowing time, etc., the
increasing weather variability, which is only
going toincrease with higher levels of warm-
ing, means that experience is not enough
to support decision-making,” said Kanitkar,
one of the authors. She is an associate pro-
fessor at NIAS.

“How can you deal with an unprecedent-
ed problem with “traditional experience”™?
AAS, as a public good—a large public
program - that brings science to the people
in meaningful ways, therefore becomes
extremely significant to support adaptation
and build resilience in the face of increasing
weather variability and the likelihood of
extreme events,” she added.

Theauthors say they hope to conducta
similar study across all agro-climatic zones
in the country, given how the impact of
agromet services directly on yield has not
been quantified, like in this study in terms of
detail and scale.

(The author is an environment journalist)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.7, Oct. 7, 2023
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Rain shortfall destroys crops,
upends farmers’ lives

With deficit
rainfallleading
toextensive
cropdamage,
farmersgrapple
withwidespread
lossesas they
prepare for
another season of
uncertainty

Continued...

INSIGHT

TEAM DH

raditionally, Augustand Sep-

temberare the months when

the farmers of Dharwad,

Haveriand Gadag districts

in Karnataka deploy labour-
ers or harvest machines toreap green
gram, soybean, chilli, onion, maize and
cotton crops. But this year, Gangadhar
Badnikai, a farmer at Kusugal village
inDharwad, deployed a tractor on
his10 acres of land to destroy the
standing green gram crop. The plants
were withering away, with barely any
chance of revival, following the erratic
monsoon.

Pinning high hopes on a good
monsoon, Gangadhar had sowed
green gram, a 90-day crop, on his
entire field. The farmer had spent Rs
15,000 per acre on seeds, fertiliser and
labourers. But with his taluk receiving
deficit rainfall in July and August, he
was left with no other option but to
destroy the crops to minimise losses.

“In order to save my crop I have to
either drill borewells or hire water
tankers. Both of these options will cost
more than the revenue I will earn,”
says Gangadhar.

His case is not a unique one. Offi-
cials from the Karnataka Department
of Agriculture point out that they
received multiple reports of farmers
destroying green gram, groundnut,
maize and other crops in Gajendragad
and Laxmeshwar in Gadag and Shig-
gaon and Rattihalli in Haveri.

“With a heavy heart, I ran my
tractor over my maize crops. I canuse
the money I saved by not continuing
cultivation further, to buy seeds for
rabi crops,” says Gadigeppa Harijan

been declared by the state govern-
ment as severely drought-hit.

Thesituationis no different in the
Malnad region of Karnataka, where
Kodagu, Chikkamagaluru, Mysuru
and Hassan districts experienced the
highest rainfall deficit this season
(ranging from 44% in Hassan to 60%
in Kodagu and Chikkamagaluru).

India ended the 2023 monsoon
season with below-normal rainfall -
for the first time since 2018 - with the
country receiving 94% of the average
precipitation that normally occurs
between June and September. Even
though it escaped the devastation of a
of Suranagi village from Laxmeshwar full blown EI Nino, over 200 districts
taluk, Gadag. received deficient or scanty rainfall.

Among the 23 taluks of Dharwad, The deficit adversely affected south
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part of eastern India.
The four-month-long season ended
with the country recording a 5.6%
shortfall. The overall deficiency was
much more for the east, northwest
and southern peninsula, which saw a
60% deficit in August.

water from nearby water sources to
save the crop,” says paddy grower
Manohar Shetty from Kuppepadavu
in Dakshina Kannada. Depleting
groundwater levels due to sporadic
rain limits that option too.

Karnataka is estimated to have
suffered a loss of more than 50% of
the crop this season due to drought.
The state s likely to see crop damage
amounting to nearly 58 lakh tonnes,
which is 52% of the total food produc-
tion target for the southwest monsoon
season.

The government estimates that
crops spanning 40 lakh hectares of
the growth of saplings. The delay in land have been damaged, with paddy,
monsoon hit the transplantation of ragiand jowar being affected the
paddy seedlings and sowing. With most.
deficitrainfa » Crop loss, Page 2

Paddy cultivation suffers
Cracked paddy fields and withering
seedlings have become a common
sight in Dakshina Kannada, Udupi,
Kodagu and Chikkamagaluru as pad-
dy cultivation was particularly affected
due to erratic monsoons.

“Paddy requires good rainfall for



The June-September
monsoon delivers
nearly 75%

of India's annual
rainfall.

Long period average (LPA): According to the India Meteorological Department, the LPA is the rainfall recorded over a particular region for a given interval,
averaged over a long period. It acts as a benchmark while forecasting the quantitative rainfall for that region for a specific month or season.

Cultivation of major crops
struckin several states

Further down south, Kerala suffered a
34% rain deficit— the highest shortfall
received by any state this season.
According to Kerala Agriculture
Department sources, nearly 600 ha of
paddy cultivation areas were impacted
in Palakkad, Thrissur and Thiruva-
nanthapuram districts, striking the
livelihoods of nearly 1,100 farmers,
with crop loss estimated toamount to
about Rs nine crore.

Palakkad Karshaka (Farmers) Sama-
jam President Mani Mudhalamthodu
says there will be a drastic decline in
yield owing to lack of sufficient water,
especially for paddy crops.

Water levels of dams are at alarm-
ingly low levels, he adds. C:

Nearly This year, India

50% received below normal
of India's levels of monsoon
farmlands rainfall for the first
arerain-fed. | timein4years.

borne by commercial crops like coffee,

black pepper and coconut palm.
Coffee is cultivated on nearly

1,07,000 hain Kodagu and 90,000

hainCl udistricts.

woes is the fact that Kerala has also not
received adequate water from Tamil
Nadu as per water-sharing agree-
ments. This comes at a time when high
production costs and delays in clearing
procurement dues have already put
farmers in distress. Many have quit
cultivation, because of which paddy
cultivation in Kerala has come down
from 8.75 lakh ha during the 1970s to
justabout 1.75 lakh ha now.

In West Bengal too, paddy cultiva-
tion dropped by nearly 2.5 lakh ha due
toinadequate rainfall in the western
part of the state. The worst affected dis-
trict was Purulia, followed by Bankura

and Birbhum.

Climate vagarles will
become a norm in the
future. The government
and research institutes
should accept this and plan
accordingly. They must
concentrate on developing
crops that are climate
resilient.

TN Prakash Kammardi
former president,
Karnataka Agricultural
Price Commission

“This year, the crop is not even half
of the usual figure. We had showers
inJuly and August, but the rain was
insufficient compared to last year. This
is the time for Aaman (summer) paddy,
and we sow around June. Butout of the
sixacres of land I generally cultivate,
Thave been able to use only two acres
due to lack of rain,” says Chakradhar
Mabhato, a resident of Kalapathar
village in Purulia, around 250 km from
Kolkata.

Farmers like Mahato depend com-
pletely on monsoon rain for their crop.
“In our observations, the shortfall of
rain this year during July and August
has affected farmers in Birbhum and
Purulia. This is likely to affect over
50% of crop yield in these districts,”
says Amal Halder, West Bengal State
Committee Secretary, All India Kisan
Sabha.

Other crops affected

Beyond paddy cultivation, the deficit
rainfall has affected pulses and oilseeds
inthe east. In Karnataka, the brunt was

“Without rain, berry borer disease has
infested the coffee berries in several
plantations. Due to the scorching
temperature, the berries have turned
black. The growers could also not
apply the required fertilisers due to the

| AW
A total rainfall August
deficiency of 5.6% | recordeda
was recorded. 36% deficit.

acres, and it was on the verge of drying
up. Now, the heavy showers have dam-
aged the standing crop. I may hardly
getayield of two quintals peracre in-
stead of the expected five quintals. Jam
struggling to get back the Rs 25,000
thatIinvested in sowing the crop,”
says Mangalamurthy, a farmer from
Gadikeshwar village in Kalaburagi.

Impact onfarmers

In the absence of sufficient crop insur-
ance facilities, farmers are the worst
affected, says G V Ramanjaneyulu at
the Centre for Sustainable Agricul-
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18% of the country
received deficient
rainfall this year.

221

outof 717
districts had
‘deficient’ to
large deficient’,
rainfall.

Southwest
Monsoon
indifferent
regions of
India

(% of LPA)

U 1reli.able
rains

100%
Central
India
Nortl
India P,,,,,,su,a In August,
rainfall recorded
18% of the was only 64% of
country saw the long period
deficient rainfall average
Deficient Excess e
inflation. But consequent a7 =~ T
to the poor monsoon this .
season, the government im- July
precdbanonthecsportol pecenae [
non-Basmati rice since July 20. of total e
Also, there is a 20% export dutyon areaof the pUS
ol ric m
With many sugarcane-growing September

districts receiving poor rain, sugar
production is also expected to decline
this year. As a consequence, the
Union government may announce
aban on the export of sugar soon.
There s, however, sufficient stock

for domestic demand and ethanol

ture in Hyderabad. “Farmers can be production.

educated on using allernauve crops Karnataka Agricultural Price

if drough under- Former President
stood in '|dvance And wnth lmpmved Prakash Kammardi says that what
weather models and we are wi ing is not

advancements nowadays, it is not so
difficult to predict drought conditions,”
he observes.

Ramanjaneyulu notes thatimmedi-
ately after the formation of Telangana,
an attempt was made by the state tore-
write the drought code, encompassing

lack of rainfall,” says Jayaram, former
president of the Karnataka Growers’
Federation.

The economy of the coffee-growing
districts of Kodagu, Chikkamagalu-
ruand Hassan will take a hit, says

thep measures that were to
be taken to mitigate those conditions.
Unfortunately, the new code never
came into force, and was pushed into
cold storage.

With the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) forecasting a

Mudigere Taluk Growers A:
President Balakrishna Balur.

Rain deficit has also struck hlack
pepper i as playsa
major role in the pollination of pepper
plants. “Due to the lack of rain, there
was no proper sprouting of spikes, and
the spikes which grew are void of pep-
percorns,” says farmer A P Sadashiv
from Putturin Dakshina Kannada.

In the central Karnataka districts of
Chitradurga, Davangere and Shiva-
mogga, farmers claim that 75% of their
crops have either died or are on the
verge of dying due to scanty rainfall
this monsoon.

Groundnut, Chitradurga’s major
crop, has almost dried up. It was sown
onover 110 lakh ha, but a ‘no-show’

normal winter can farmers
in Tamil Nadu, coastal and southern
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and south
interior Karnataka hope for a better
winter crop to make up atleast a part of
the losses? Experts keep their fingers
crossed.

Accordmgto RH Paul anagro-me-

1 atthe of Agricul-

drought, but a weather calamity
induced due to climate change. “At
the national level, we may not finda
dipin the production of all foodgrains
as certain parts of the country have
received sufficient rain,” he explains.

Karnataka and the northeastern
states were the worst affected due to
the drought this year. There could bea
shortage of tur and pulses in Karnata-
ka. “The prices of pulses, more specif-
ically, tur, can witness a steep hike this
year. Cereals and vegetables like onions
may also see price hikes as production
has reduced.” he adds.

Kammardi advises the state govern-
ment to stock up on paddy and more
importantly, fodder, for cattle to miti-
gate the impact of drought. “Climate
vagaries will become a norm in the
future. The government and research
institutes should accept thisand plan

tural Sciences, Dharwad, the scattered
rains witnessed in October will not
help much in the rabi sowing, as the
soil's moisture content has not reached
the desired level. “As the situation is
uncertain, rabi sowing is going to be
risky. There will be some respite in

the rabi season only if we receive good
rainsin October,” he notes.

ac ly. They must concentrate
on developmg crops thatare climate
resilient,” he adds.

(Anchored by Kalyan Ray with
inputs from Manjunath Hegde
Bomnalli in Hubballi, Nrupathunga
S Kin Davangere, Vittal Shastriin

i, Naina JAin U,
Shrutl H M [ from Bengaluru, Pavan
Kumar H in Hubballt, Mohammed
Safi Shamsi from Kolkata,
Alyun Raghunath j'mm

of the

of the monsoon in August —are- Government action
cord-breaking long period Toaddress the
of norain— Ied to fast de:erloranon poor monsoon, the government has

of the crops. Even though the farmers
made an attempt to save the crops us-
ing water from borewells, their efforts
were futile.

The acreage of pulses has declined
by 8.3% led by lower sowing of arhar
or tur dal (which declined by 5.1%)
and urad (which declined by 13.8%)
compared with last year. In Maharash-
tra, the total area of pulses cultivation
in the 2023-24 kharif season has come
down to 15.97 lakh ha from 18.69 lakh
hectares in the previous season, a
reduction of 14.56%.

‘The tur bowl of the Kalyana Karna-
taka region saw an 82% deficit in rain-
fall this August. In Kalaburagi district
alone, farmers had sowed turon 5.83
lakh ha out of the 8.56 lakh ha of
farmland. But crop wilting,
caused by monsoon fail-
ure in June and August
remains a major wor-
ry, even though a few
districts reported
erratic rainfall this
month.

“T'had sown
turin five
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introduced export restrictions for rice,
and a ban on sugar exports may be in
the offing. Last year, the government
decided to stop the export of wheat
and broken rice in an effort to tame

hir
SN VSudhir from
Hyderabad and
Mritunjay Bose in
Mumbai)

Have your say

Toexpress your opinion,
e-mail usat: insight@deccanherald.co.in
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Team begins assessment, but state
expects little relief from Union govt

group.com

Bengaluru: Although the
Centre has sent a 10-member
team to decide on the extent
of drought, Karnataka may
have to largely fend for itself
as the Union government is
yet to respond to a request to
increase the quantum of re-
lief for crop loss.

While estimating crop
loss in 195 taluks (15 more
taluks are likely to be includ-
ed) at about Rs 30,000 crore,
the state, in a memorandum
to the Centre, sought Rs 4,860

DROUGH

crore as relief under the Na-
tional Disaster Response
Fund (NDRF). But senior of-
ficials in the agriculture de-
partment expect very little
from the Centre.

“We would be happy if the
Centre grants half of what we
have asked,” said an official.
“The Union government fol-
lows set parameters, so we
expect to get much less.”

The official said the Centre
has already released Rs 1,200
crore under the State Disas-
ter Response Fund (SDRF)
for the entire year as per
norms, and 20% of this must

GREEN DROUGHT: Members of the central assessment team at a field

in Pujarahalli, Madhugiri taluk, Tumakuru district, on Friday

be set aside for disaster miti-
gation. The Centre would
make deductions from here
while deciding on relief to be
granted under NDRF.

The state government ar-
gues that the Centre has to
release relief fund under
NDRF separately whenever
there is a disaster.

Aware of the Centre’s
rules, chief minister Siddara-
maiah said his government is
“committed to looking after
farmers in distress” regard-
less of relief from the Centre.

“Crops on 42 lakh hectares
have been destroyed due to
drought,” Siddaramaiah said.
Food production loss is ex-
pected to be about 58 lakh
tonnes as against a target of
111 lakh tonnes. Keeping this
as the basis, we have sought
Rs 4,860 crore from the Centre,
but we are committed to help-
ing our farmers in distress.”
Revenue minister Krishna
Byregowda, during a national
meeting on disaster manage-
ment in Delhi in June, had
requested the Centre to en-

FARMER MEETS CENTRAL TEAM
WITH BOTTLE OF PESTICIDE IN HAND

TiMes News NETWORK

Belagavi: A five-member cen-
tral assessing drought in
Chachadi in Bailhongal taluk,
Belagavi, faced a tricky situa-
tion on Friday after a farmer
met them with a bottle of pes-
ticide in his hand.

The team led by Ajit Kumar
Sahu, joint secretary of the
Union agriculture and farm-
ers’ welfare department were
taken aback and initially

hance compensation for crop
loss. He argued that the pre-
sent structure is outdated
since input costs have risen.
Currently, the Centre
grants Rs 8,500 per hectare in
rain-fed areas. The state wants
it raised to Rs 20,000. The state
wants the Centre to increase
compensation for irrigated
crops from Rs 17,000 for Rs
35,000 and horticulture crops
from Rs 22,500 to Rs 35,000.
“The Centre is yet to re-
spond,” said N Chaluvarayas-
wamy, agriculture minister.
“We will write to the Centre
again soon.” The state has also
requested the Centre to

Source: The Times of India, p.6, Oct. 7, 2023

feared the worst, but locals
who accompanied the team
snatched the bottle from the
man and took him away.

The man, identified as Ap-
pasaheb Lakkundi of Chachadi
village, later told reporters,
“There is nothing left on the
farm. | want to commit sui-
cide. | have 40 acres of land
but most of the crops have
withered due to lack of rain.
There is also a big problem of
getting farm labourers.”

change parameters to declare
drought. Under current
norms, drought can be de-
clared only if there is 60%
deficit rainfall. While Karna-
taka suffered a huge deficit in
June and August, excess rain
in July and normal rainfall in
September reduced the over-
all deficit to 27%.

Convincing the central
team on ‘green drought’ is an-
other herculean task. Experts
say the soil has retained mois-
ture content due to excess rain
over the past three years be-
cause of which fields may look
green, but agricultural yield
has dropped drastically.



State hopeful of Centre
acknowledging drought,
releasing funds quickly

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The inter-ministerial Cen-
tral team (IMCT) wound up
its tour of 13 drought-af-
fected districts in Karnata-
ka. It is expected to submit
its report to the Centre in a
week. Karnataka is hopeful
that the Centre will ack-
nowledge what it has
termed as a ‘green
drought’ this year, caused
by erratic rainfall, damag-
ing crop output.
Expecting the Centre to
release funds for drought
relief at the earliest, the Mi-
nisters exuded confidence
that the IMCT was con-
vinced about the drought

conditions prevailing in
Karnataka. The team that
assessed crop damage,
MGNREGA work, and fod-
der situation, among oth-
ers, in the districts met the
State’s Cabinet sub-com-
mittee on Monday before
heading back to Delhi.

In a memorandum sub-
mitted earlier, the State
had pegged the losses at
330,432 crore, and had
sought 34,860 crore from
the Centre. The team is
learnt to have expressed
satisfaction over the
drought memorandum
matching ground realities.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 3
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State hopeful of Centre
acknowledging drought,
releasing funds quickly

Revenue Minister Krishna Byre Gowda said: “We
are confident that the Central team is convinced
with the realities of green drought prevailing on the
ground, and are hopeful that the Centre will releas-
es grants at the earlier. The State is hopeful that the
Central team does not come to a conclusion that
there is no drought on the basis of standing crops.
Erratic rainfall has damaged crops.”

The Minister will write to the Centre again seek-
ing an appointment with the Union Agriculture Mi-
nister and Union Home Minister for early release of
funds. “It is a secondary matter as to how much
will they give. We are seeking the release of money
at the earliest.” The team has learnt that farmers
have suffered losses due to crop failure, that the
State may not receive good rains during the retreat-
ing monsoon, and there is a possibility of shortage
of drinking water, Mr. Gowda told mediapersons
here after meeting the IMCT members.

Agriculture Minister N. Cheluvarayaswamy said
that it was too early to say anything on the funds to
be released by the Centre. “In a democracy, we
have to work together. I do not want to politicise
this issue. Let us hope that the Centre is convinced
and will react positively.” Karnataka has also ap-
praised the team of different climatic condition ex-
perienced by the State this monsoon. “If June saw
rainfall deficiency of 58%, the State recorded a 28%
excess in July, followed by deficiency of 73% in Au-
gust and 28% in September.” This erratic condition
should be considered seriously by the Centre. “It
has to be studied if similar situation exists in other
States too. The Centre can draw plans and pro-
grammes keeping this scenario in mind.”

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Oct. 10, 2023




No. of drought-hit taluks likely to go up as
govt. orders ground truthing in 21 taluks

195 taluks of the total 236 in the State have already been declared as drought-hit in the first list, and the second list is set to be announced soon

and the second list of
drought-affected taluks is
set to be announced soon.

The situation has
caused concern as the re-
gime of south-west mon-
soon, which is the main-
stay for Karnataka’s
agriculture and weather
system, has already ended
with a rainfall shortage of

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he number of
I drought-hit taluks
in the State may go

up further as the govern-
ment on Monday directed
officials concerned to take
up ground survey exercise
in 21 taluks of the remain-

ground survey exercise re-
port is available in the
next two days,” Agricul-
ture Minister N. Cheluva-
rayaswamy told pressper-
sons here on Monday.

cording to the Minister, as
per the data available with
the Centre, 46% of the
farmers in the State are
small and marginal.
“However, the percen-
tage of small and marginal
farmers in the State is
above 60%. The Inter Mi-
nisterial Central Team,
which is assessing the

Data on farmers

Regarding the discrepan-
cy in data on small and
marginal farmers between

ing 41 taluks that are fac-  about 25%. the information available  drought situation in the
ing drought like “We have asked the offi-  with the Centre and the State, has also agreed with
conditions. cials not to wait for us (Ca-  State, Mr. Gowda said: the State government’s as-

It may be noted that the ~ binet sub-committee on  “We are collecting data sessment. We are collect-

and will submit the docu-
ment as part of the supple-
mentary memorandum in
the next one week.” Ac-

government has already
declared 195 taluks of the

drought). Officials have
been asked to approve and
notify the taluks as
drought-hit soon after the

ing data in this regard, and
will submit the documents
to the Centre with a
week’s time,” he said.

Afile photo of a farmer walking in his dried-up field near Yaragatti
village in Belagavi district. As per the data available with the Centre,  total 236 in the State as
46% of the farmers in the State are small and marginal. drought-hit in the first list,

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Oct. 10, 2023

TIGHTROPE Increasing Crop Loan Tenure Does Not Erase Liability, Say Farme

Govt to extend loan term, but
farmers want waiver scheme

BV.Shivashankar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With parts of the state
reeling under drought and crop
losses estimated at more than 50%,
stakeholders including farmers
organisations are demanding that
the government implement a farm
loan waiver scheme.

The government, meanwhile,
is taking steps to extend the ten-
ure of existing loans. Shalini Ra-
jneesh, additional chief secretary
and development commissioner,
who met with members of the
State Level Bankers Committee
(SLBC) on Monday, said the gov-
ernment has asked banks to re-
structure farm loans “with the

DROUGHT EFFECT

immediate effect”. This means
farmers can postpone repayment
without incurring a higher inter-
est for the specified period. The
government issued a circular to
this effect on Tuesday.

“The tenure of short-term
loans will be extended by a year
and that of medium and long-term
loans by five years,” said Rajneesh.

The decision is in accordance
with RBI guidelines that allow re-
scheduling of farm loans in
drought-hit areas. Anmol Akolkar,
SLBC manager, said banks will
start rescheduling loans once they

L4 L% el

CROP LOST: Members of the inter-ministerial central team speak with farmers

and officials in Kolar while assessing the extent of drought in the state

get a directive from the RBI. First
though, the government must is-
sue a notification to this effect.
Last month, the government
declared 195 taluks as drought-hit
and, over the weekend, a central
inter-ministerial team visited the
state to assess the situation. Based
on the team’s report, the Centre’s
high-level committee will decide
on the quantum of relief to be ex-
tended under the National Disaster
Response Fund (NDRF).
Meanwhile, the government
has decided to declare drought in
21 more taluks. Revenue depart-
ment officials said they will send a
supplementary memorandum to

include these taluks while consid-
ering funds under NDRF so that
the relief measures including re-
scheduling of loans.

SLBC data shows about 48.6
lakh farmers have obtained loans
worth Rs 1.9 lakh crore, of which
short-term loans account for 40%.
Interest on short-term loans is
charged at 9%, but much of it is
absorbed by the RBI (2%), central
government (3%) and the state
government (1% up to Rs 1 lakh)
under the interest subvention
scheme, leaving farmers with a
3% interest burden.

However, if a farmer does not
repay the loan on time or get it re-

Source: The Times of India, p.5, Oct. 11, 2023

newed, it is converted into a per-
sonal loan, and s/he must pay 9%
interest and a penalty of 1.5%.

“It is also difficult for a farmer
to get a crop insurance claim if s/
he defaults on loan,” said an offi-
cial from the finance department.
“So, extending the loan tenure will
greatly benefit farmers. This is
apart from input subsidy [relief
government provides for crop loss]
which they will get.”

However, representatives of
farmers organisations say it is too
little. At a meeting of Samyukta
Horata Samithi, a federation of
farmers organisation, on Monday,
members resolved to exert pres-
sure on the government to waive
all farm loans.

“Extending the loan tenure is
only a procedural step which of-
fers no respite since liabilities of
farmers remain. What we are
seeking is a loan waiver,” said T
Yeshawanta, general secretary of
Karnataka Prantha Raitha Sang-
ha. “If the government fails to
meet our demand, we will launch
an agitation.”

RS Deshpande, noted agro-
economist, said: “If the govern-
ment cannot waive farm loans,
the next best option would be to
give cash incentives to affected
farmers. This should be given
along with input subsidy so that
farmers can repay loans.”



Drought during kharif is expected to cause nearly
50% drop in food production: Agriculture Minister

Crops such as paddy, ragi, toor, groundnut, cotton, and jowar have been lost and depending on the region, officials have been directed to suggest alternative crops to farmers, he says

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

ith the south-
w west monsoon

ending  with
deficit and erratic rainfall,
the food production in Kar-
nataka is estimated to
come down from a project-
ed 111 lakh tonnes to 58
lakh tonnes owing to dam-
age to crops.

The highest crop loss
has been reported with
maize in 11.84 lakh hec-
tares, followed by toor in
7.16 lakh hectares, ragi in
4.45 lakh hectares, cotton
in 4.04 lakh hectares,
groundnut and sugarcane
in 2.7 lakh hectares, soya-
bean in 2.2 lakh hectares,
paddy in 1.33 lakh hectares
and bajra/minor millets in
1.08 lakh hectares. The to-
tal loss, according to the
Agriculture Department fi-
gures, is pegged at 39.74
lakh hectares.

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Oct. 13, 2023

Members of a Central team inspecting the crop loss at Chachadi village in Belagavi district recently.

Drought has been de-
clared in 195 taluks in the
State.

Alternatives suggested
“Drought condition in the
State during this kharif is

expected to cause a near
50% drop in food produc-
tion. Efforts will be made
to balance the food pro-
duction in retreating mon-
soon,” Agriculture Minister
N. Cheluvarayaswamy told

reporters here on Thurs-
day. “Crops such as paddy,
ragi, toor, groundnut, cot-
ton, and jowar have been
lost. Depending on the re-
gion, the officials have
been directed to suggest al-

ternative crops to the farm-
ers.”

According to the data
provided by the Agricul-
ture Department, the State
had reported a 89% sowing
in the total cultivable area
of 118 lakh hectare. Of the
total sown area, crops in a
total of 41.52 lakh hectares
have been lost, which in-
cluded agriculture crops in
39.74 lakh hectares and
horticulture crops in 1.82
lakh hectares. The total
loss of agriculture and hor-
ticulture crops has been es-
timated to be around
23,824 crore and 206
crore, respectively.

Compensation

The Minister said that
while July saw 29% excess
rainfall than the normal,
August reported a deficit of
73% that damaged the
crops. He said that ¥48
crore compensation is be-
ing given to 60,381 farm-

ers, who were unable to
sow.

He pointed out as per
the NDRF norms, farmers
will receive ¥25,000 per
hectare in irrigated land
and 13,600 per hectare in
dry land. In Karnataka,
more than a thousand
farmers have committed
suicide, including 313
farmers in 2023-2024.

Poor quality seeds
Meanwhile, the vigilance
cell in the Agriculture De-
partment in the State has
seized more than %5 crore
worth of poor quality sow-
ing seeds, fertilizers and in-
secticides and has regis-
tered 148 cases in this
connection.

Mr. Cheluvarayaswamy
said that a total of 15 licenc-
es have been cancelled, in-
cluding 8 issued for fertiliz-
ers, 4 for seeds and 3 for
insecticides. Stating that
the court has settled 38

Agriculture crop loss in Karnataka

Extent ofloss

(in hectares)
Paddy 1,33,654
Ragi 445,037
Maize 11,84,762
Bajra/ minormillets|  1,08,971
Toor B 7,16,994
Green gram 1,11,483
Groundnut 2,70,966
Soyabean 2,20,400
Cotton 4,04,421
Sugarcane 2,712,385
Tobacco 232

cases by imposing a fine of
R11.05 lakh on producers
and sellers, the Minister
said that 16 cases have
been filed after insecticide
traces were found in or-
ganic products.

He said that over the last
five years, the vigilance cell
has seized ¥38.71 crore
worth of poor quality

ee

While July saw 29%
excess rainfall than

the normal, August
reported a deficit of
73% that damaged the
mpensation of
48 crore is being given
t0 60,381 farmers, who
were unable to sow.

LUVARAYASWAMY
ure Minister

seeds, fertilizers and insec-
ticides and has filed 538
cases over the last five
years.

The Minister also said
that the department has
sent a proposal to fill up
2,000 vacancies in the de-
partment of which at least
1,000 vacancies will be
filled in the first phase.



NOT SUNNY Ryots Must Buy Solar Energy Generation Sets; Part

Farmers irked over move to
halt power supply to IP sets

BV.Shivashankar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: A government
initiative to instal individual
solar energy generation sets
to provide electricity to run
irrigation pump (IP) sets ap-
pears to have boomeranged
with the government failing
to convince farmers on the
advantages of the scheme.
Now, both farmer organisa-
tions and the two main opposi-
tion parties are on a warpath
against the policy.

The implementation of the
Kisan Urja Suraksha Evam
Uttaan Mahabhiyan (KU-
SUM) scheme, will consider-
ably reduce the subsidy bill
for the state government,
while also freeing farmers
from a dependence on erratic
power supply from Escoms.

The Siddaramaiah cabinet
recently cleared a proposal to
end supply of conventional
power to IP sets and replace it
with solar energy. The govern-
ment issued a circular, which
said farmers will not get sup-
ply from electricity supply
companies (Escoms) for new
IP sets from September 22.

Farmers will have to buy
solar generation sets that cost
around Rs 2 lakh. They will
have to bear 20% of the cost
with the Centre (30%) and
state (50% ) sharing the rest of
the burden. The circular also
said only IP sets installed after
2015 will be regularised. Solar
energy sets generat DCpow-
ers, while conventional IP sets
run on AC power. This means

Muthu P
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DRUM ROLL: Members of Jalasamrakshana Samiti, in Bengaluru on
Thursday, protest the release of Cauvery water to Tamil Nadu

farmers will have to buy IP
sets that run on DC power.

“The aim was to imple-
ment a global mandate on
energy transition from non-
renewable energy sources to
renewable and clean energy.
Installation of solar sets is in
the interest of both farmers
and the government,” said
energy minister KJ George.

However, it has not gone
well with the farming com-
munity. Samyukta Horata
Samithi, a federation of
farmers organisations, is
planning to launch a state-
wide protest, while the op-
position BJP and JD(S) have
already launched separate
protests. BJP workers are
locking Escom offices in dis-
tricts to protest unscheduled
power cuts and the govern-
ment’s failure to provide
seven hours of free power for
IP sets as promised.

“Although it is a good
move, the Congress govern-
ment has botched up the poli-
cy,” said HD Kumaraswamy,
former chief minister and
JD(S) floor leader. “Their lack
of vision and inability to un-
derstand concerns of farmers
has resulted in ill-implemen-
tation of the scheme. The 20%
of the cost of solar sets which
farmers must bear translates
to at least Rs 40,000 pet IP set.
This is exorbitant considering
the distress farmers are in.”

There are about 34.2 lakh
IP sets in Karnataka and, cur-
rently, the government sup-
plies free power to all of them
as it has been fully subsidised.
While the government has
earmarked Rs 14,500 crore for
the current fiscal, the previ-
ous year’s payment to Escoms
is still pending. Escoms, there-
fore, are deep in the red.

“Farmers are resisting the

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Oct. 13, 2023

BJP did not add
even 1IMW: DKS

eputy chief minister DK

Shivakumar sought to turn
the tables on BJP for on-going
power outages in the state,
saying the previous govern-
ment did precious little to aug-
ment power generation. “BJP
functionaries are criticising
our government for load-shed-
ding, but they should tell peo-
ple what steps they took to in-
crease power generation
when they were in govern-
ment,” Shivakumar said.
“They did not add even one
megawatt to the state’s grid.
Between 2013 & 2018, when
there was a similar situation,
we increased power genera-
tion by 10,000-13,000MW by
setting up new plants and so-
lar parks. Now, power genera-
tion has reduced because of
drought. Moreover, electricity
demand increases 10% -15%
every year.” He also said the
state will file a review petition
over the CWRC order.

policy because of a lack of
awareness,” said KP
Rudrappaiah, managing di-
rector, Karnataka Renewable
Energy Development Ltd, the
nodal agency for implementa-
tion of the solar set scheme.
“They will appreciate it once
they understand the merits
and benefits of solar power.
We will launch an extensive
awareness drive that includes
organising ‘solar melas’ on
the lines of Krishi Mela.”

Back to Contents
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Govt. ordered to recalculate
minimum wages based on
Supreme Court guidelines

State govt. had not undertaken ground survey to assess present-day prices of essentials, but

arbitrarily enhanced wages between 5% and 10% for 34 scheduled employments

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

n what is being per-
l ceived as victory for

nearly 1.7 crore work-
ers in the unorganised sec-
tor across Karnataka, the
State government has been
directed by the High Court
to recalculate the mini-
mum wages that had been
fixed in 2022. The govern-
ment has been asked to fol-
low the guidelines fixed by
the Supreme Court in its
landmark judgment in
1992 while doing so.

The State government
had not undertaken a
ground survey to assess
the present-day prices of
essential commodities, but
arbitrarily enhanced wag-
es between 5% and 10% for

34 scheduled
employments.
Petition by union

The court, in a recent or-
der based on a petition
filed by the All India Trade
Union Congress (AITUC),
quashed the notification
and asked the government
to redo the notification
strictly ~ following  the
norms fixed in 1992 by the
Supreme Court in the case
of Reptakos Brett to deter-
mine the minimum wages.
Justice Jyoti Mulimani has
also set a deadline for the
government to complete
the entire redo process
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The High Court of Karnataka has set a deadline for the government to complete the entire redo process

within two months. FILE PHOTO

within two months.

There are 105 scheduled
employments in the State
that are under the Mini-
mum Wages Act, and the
minimum wages are re-
vised every five years as
per the statutory require-
ment.

In Karnataka, the go-
vernment captures the da-
ta on essential commodi-
ties from 16 centres, but
this was not undertaken by
the Labour department be-
fore the minimum wages
revision. The department
had argued that such a da-
ta is only essential for fix-
ing wages but not for revi-
sion. The court, however,
did not agree with the La-

bour
contention.

While the previous BJP
government had revised
wages and notified in 2022
for 34 employments whose
five year revision period
had lapsed, the draft notifi-
cation was ready for 10
more scheduled employ-
ments. Labour Minister
Santhosh Lad recently sent
back the proposal for these
10 scheduled employ-
ments, asking the Depart-
ment to conduct the sur-
vey and fix the minimum
wages as per law.

AITUC Karnataka presi-
dent H.V. Anantha Subba-
rao welcomed the High
Court verdict, and stated

Department’s

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Oct.7, 2023

that it will not only benefit
the working class of the
State, but also set the foun-
dation for bringing in a
scientific, rational and le-
gally established process
for revision of minimum
wages.

“The court has also clar-
ified a distinction cannot
be made between fixing of
minimum wages and the
revision as it would lead to
anomaly between sche-
duled employments,” he
said. He has also urged the
State government to expe-
ditiously implement the
court order to bring relief
to the working class that
has been affected by un-
precedented price rise.



Sale of Indian-made
liquor down, but hike
in excise duty drives
Increase in revenue

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The revenue from Excise in
Karnataka has marginally
increased by 156 crore
from ¥6,995.43 crore in the
first quarter of 2022-23 to
¥7151.6 crore in the first
quarter of 2023-24 (bet-
ween July 20-September
30, 2022 and July 20-Sep-
tember 30, 2023).

The increase is largely
owing to hike in the excise
duty on the maximum re-
tail price (MRP) of all
brands of liquor by 20% in
the State Budget for 2023-
24. Duty on the beer has
been increased by 10%,
from 175% to 185%.

There has been a de-
cline in the consumption
of Indian-made liquor,
while consumption of wine
and beer went up during
the first quarter of the cur-
rent financial year (2023-
24).

The State government
has set the revenue target
at 336,000 crore for the
year 2023-24.

Decline in bulk litres
The sale of Indian-made li-
quor in bulk litres declined
from 11.72 crore during the
first quarter in 2022-23 to
10.42 crore in the first
quarter of 2023-24 (July
20, 2022 - September 30,
2023).

The revenue from the
Indian-made liquor margi-
nally increased to
35,760.94 crore in 2023
from %5,743.17 crore in the

The Karnataka
government has
set the revenue

target for Excise
Department at
136,000 crore
in 2023-24

first quarter of 2022.

Revenue from the sale of
wine has declined from
378.33 crore in the first
quarter of 2022 to ¥72.03
crore in the first quarter of
2023-24. However, revenue
generation from the sale of
beer has increased from
¥1,173.37 crore during July-
September 2022 to
%1,318,63 crore during July-
September 2023.

The number of invoices
declined from 2,13,266 in
the first quarter of 2022 to
2,10,571 in the first quarter
of 2023.

Sales figures

The sale of Indian-made li-
quor bottles declined to
50,28,737 from 54,64,723
in the first quarter of 2022.
The sale of Indian-made li-
quor carton boxes (CBs)
declined to 1,19,51,562 in
2023 from 1,34,52,291 CBs
in 2022.

The sale of wine bottles
increased to 1,55,093 in
2023 from 1,53,634 in
2022.

The sale of beer carton
boxes increased to
70,75,107 in the first quar-
ter of 2023 from 66,87,438
in the first quarter of 2022,
according to data provided
by the Excise Department.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Oct.7, 2023
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Centre orders release of
Rs 2,333-cr GST relief to K’taka

BENGALURU, DHNS

inance Minister Nirmala
F Sitharaman on Saturday
directed officials to im-
mediately release GST com-
pensation of Rs 2,333 crore
thatis pending to Karnataka.

Nirmala issued the direc-
tion after Revenue Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda, who
represents Karnataka in the
GST Council, raised the mat-
terduring Saturday’s meeting.

“While no deadline was
given, we are hopeful that the
amount should come to the
state in a week’s time,” Gow-
datold DH.

Gowdasaid GST compensa-
tion dues have to be released
automatically.

“The principal account-
ant-general (PAG) audits our

ment on the state’s revenue.
Itiscompared againstthe pro-
tected revenue. The shortfall
is the compensation that the
state should get. It should be
automatically released with-
outushavingtoask. Our point
was that the PAG has already
submitted the statement on
August 17. The finance minis-
tersaidifthe state’sstatement
has been submitted, then the
pending amount must be re-
leased immediately,” Gowda
explained.

Inthe currentfiscal, Karna-
takahasseena 20% growthin
GST revenues up to Septem-
ber. Thestate has collected Rs
11,693 crore by September this
fiscal compared to Rs 9,760
crore in the same period last
year.

On the GST Council’s deci-

hol, Gowda said the state gov-
ernment will have to study if
this can have any revenue
implications.

“Extra Neutral Alcohol
(ENA)isbasically concentrat-
ed spirit. When it is diluted, it
becomes potable liquor. Inits
concentrated form, it’s used
for various industrial pur-
poses. From the start, Kar-
nataka’s stand was that what-
ever ENA that’s consumable
should be under state excise
and not GST,” Gowda said.

Gowda also said that it was
based on Karnataka’s request
that unlabelled millet mixes
were exempt from GST.

Labelled millet mixes will
attract 5% GST instead of 12-
18%, the minister said. As ag-
riculture minister (2013-18),
Gowdaaggressively promoted

reports and sends a state- sion to exempt Eotable alco- millets.
Source: Deccan Herald, p. 5, Oct. 8, 2023




Drought effect? Karnataka

exhausts 70% MGNREGA
annual quota in 6 months

Bengaluru: In barely six
months, Karnataka has ex-
hausted as much as 70% of its
annual quota of the allocated
person-days (eight hours of
labour each day) of work un-
der the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA),
thereby yet again undersco-
ring the severity of the dro-
ught situation in the state, re-
ports Sandeep Moudgal.

Out of the allocation of 13
crore person-days by the
Centre, the state has exhaus-
ted 9.14 crore person-days,
providing employment to as
many as 25 lakh people. Pre-
sentdaily wagesforeach indi-
vidual working under
MGNREGA is Rs 300.

With the northeast retrea-

Considering the

present drought
situation and given that
as much as 70% of the
person-days have been
exhausted, we have
approached the Centre
for additional budgetary
allocation of five crore
person-days
Pavan Kumar Malapati |
MGNREGA COMMISSIONER

ting monsoon unlikely to ma-
ke much of adifference to the
state, Karnatakagovernment
has sought allocation of addi-
tional person-days to meet ri-
sing demand for employment
from the agrarian sector.

» 100 days of job, P 6

17,927 households completed 100 days of job

»Continued from page 1

onsidering the present
Cdrought situation and

given that as much as
70% of the person-days have
been exhausted, we have ap-
proached the Centre for addi-
tional budgetary allocation of
five crore person-days,” said

MGNREGA commissioner Pa-

van Kumar Malapati.

Malapatisaid the same had
been communicated by RDPR
minister Priyvank Kharge to
the Centre.

If approved, the additional
person-days will take Karna-
taka’s allocations to the times
when the Covid-19 pandemic
was at its peak.

Malapati also said the gov-
ernment has so far ensured
that most farm labourers have
work to sustain themselves.

Interestingly, 52 per cent of
those who have benefited un-
der MGNREGA in the current
fiscal are women, while Sched-
uled Castes (SC) and Sched-

MGNREGA QUOTA

uled Tribes (ST) account for
17% and 12 % of the population,
respectively, that has been
served under MGNREGA.

As many as 17,927 house-
holds have secured work un-
der the scheme, as of October
7, and have completed 100 days
of employment.

In comparison, for the en-
tire 2022-23 financial year, the
total number of households
that had completed 100 days
of work under the scheme
was 31,678.

In view of lack of rainfall,
only eight gram panchayats
have shown zero expenditure
under MGNREGA in the cur-
rent fiscal, compared to a
whopping 40 panchayats in
2022-23 and 17 in 2021-22.

According to government
officials, jobs under the em-
ployment guarantee act have
primarily been provided to
agricultural labourers who
have found little or no employ-
ment opportunities in their
field due to the drought.

Source: The Times of India, p. 1&6, Oct. 8, 2023
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KSRTC introduces 40 new non-AC
sleeper buses, brands them ‘Pallakki

Cnrporatmn toadd
198 buses toits
fleet thisyear

—v—

BENGALURU, DHNS

he KSRTC inducted 40

I non-air-conditioned

sleeper buses into its
fleet on Saturday, giving them
a distinct brand name for the
firsttime.

The new buses are called
‘Pallakki’ (Kannada for pal-
anquin) and carry the tagline
‘Happinessis Travelling’.

The name was chosen in
keeping with the state-run
transport corporation’s tradi-
tion of giving royalty-related
brand names to its premium
bus services, an official said.

Before Pallakki, the corpo-
rationranonlyair-conditioned
buses under its branded seg-
ment, which consists of such
worthiesas Airavat (single-ax-
le seater), Airavat Club Class
(multi-axle seater), Ambaari
(single-axlesleeper), Ambaari
Dream Class (multi-axlesleep-
er)and Ambaari Utsav (Euro-

The Pallakkl non-AC sleeper bus inductedinto
the KSRTC fleet on Saturday. bH PHOTO/PUSHKAR V

pean-style, multi-axlesleeper).

“All these names have a
connection with the (Mysuru)
palace. Pallakki is also a step
in that direction,” the official
explained.

Pallakki buses’ features
include warm white LED
reading lights, LED display
of berth numbers, Public Ad-

dress Systems, audio speakers
and shoe racks under lower
berths.

Along with 40 Pallakki bus-
es, the KSRTC introduced 90
Karnataka Saarige buses, 10
new-model Karnataka Saarige
buses, and four prototypes
each of new air-conditioned
and non-air-conditioned

sleeper buses.

Of the 100 Karnataka
Saarige buses, 10 come with
new designs and will be de-
ployed for point-to-point ser-
vices. The upgraded buses
are taller, have wider window
panes, more leg space with
bucket seats, and wider lug-
gage carriers, the KSRTCsaid.

“They have been intro-
duced to distinguish them
from long-distance Karnata-
ka Saarige buses,”the KSRTC
added.

TheKSRTCsaiditwouldin-
duct 798 buses in the current
year, increasing its fleet from
8,187.Itadded thatitsaverage
daily ridership has risen to
32.28 lakh, and 17-18 lakh of
them are women travelling
under the Shakti scheme.

From where to where

From Bengaluruto

e Belagavi via Hubballi-Dharwad
e Horanadu via Chikkamagaluru

e Gangavathi via Hosapete

From Mangaluru to
e Talikote viallkal
&Mantralaya via
Ballari

e Sagar via Shivamogga & Sorab

e Puttur via Kukke Subrahmanya
o Belthangady via Dharmasthala
e Kundapur via Mangaluru & Udupi

From Davangere to
e Mangaluru &
Kalaburagi

From Shivamogga to Vijayapura

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 6, Oct. 8, 2023




With scanty rain and RE deficit, State falls
short of power while demand surges

While the previous year’s power demand on October 9 was 8,818 MW, on the same day this year it was a whopping 15403 MW

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he failure of the
I southwest ~ mon-
soon and a surge in

demand across various sec-
tors has resulted in an un-
precedented power situa-
tion in Karnataka with a
mismatch in availability in
demand. While the pre-
vious year’s power demand
in the State on October 9
was 8,818 MW, on the same
day this year, the demand
was a whopping 15,403 MW,
the Energy Department
noted on Tuesday.

The State is currently
falling short of 40-50 MU of
power every day.

This year, while the mon-
soon was somewhat active
in the last two weeks of July
in the State, there was a sig-
nificant deficit in rainfall in
the months of August and
September, except for a few
scattered showers.

Hydel shortage

The water storage in three
reservoirs in the State used
for electricity generation -

Linganamakki, Supa and
Varahi - has gone down by
almost 50% leading to a
generation loss of 2,968 MU
as of October 9 this year.
The department said that
the current availability of
energy in the State for this
year is short of approxi-
mately 3,000 MU due to the
low storage in hydro dams.

Further, with no help
from rain, the farmers start-
ed using IP sets prior to
their regular usage period
pushing the energy demand
upwards. While the con-

Karnataka is currently falling short of 40-50 MU of power every day. BHAGYA PRAKASH K.

sumption in agriculture ca-
tegory was 1,425 MU in July
2022, it rose up to 2,209 MU
in July 2023. Against a peak
demand of 11,268 MW and
energy consumption of 208
MU in August 2022, this
year, the State recorded a
peak demand of 19,850 MW
and energy consumption of
294 MU on August 25.

RE generation down

The power woes are further
worsened as the renewable
energy (RE) generation has
also come down in the

month of October, especial-
ly with regard to wind and
solar energy. While wind
generation was 53.63 MU on
October 1, it came down to
4.76 MU on October 9.

All this together has in-
creased the State’s depen-
dency on thermal energy.
However, with heavy rain
near the mines from where
the State receives its coal for
thermal power plants, the
Karnataka Power Corpora-
tion Limited (KPCL) is only
receiving wet coal, which
has resulted in a breakdown

Power generation loss due to decreased
storage in reservoirs in the State

Reservoir name | % storage as

on Oct. 09, 2022

Linganamakki | 90.6
Supa 71.6
Varahi 73.8

of power plants frequently.
The Energy Department
said that a slew of measures
had been put in place to mi-
tigate the power shortfall in-
cluding power swapping ar-
rangements with other
states. “The State has nego-
tiated for swapping of pow-
er from Uttar Pradesh dur-
ing the pre-solar and
post-solar hours to an ex-
tent of 300 to 600MW for
the period from October
2023 to May 2024. This
power is to be returned to
Uttar Pradesh from June
2024 to Sept 2024. Similar
swapping arrangement has
been finalised with Punjab
also for a quantum of 500
MW of Round The Clock
(RTC) power from Novem-
ber 2023 to May 2024,” offi-

% storage as Generation

on Oct. 09,2023 | lossin MU
45.4 2,060

54.4 543
36.3 365
Total 2,968
cials said.

The State has also ob-
tained permission from Kar-
nataka Electricity Regulato-
ry Commission (KERC) to
procure power through
short term tender to extent
of 1250 MW power on RTC
basis and 250MW on RTM
as and when required (pri-
marily for peak hours), on a
cap rate basis.

Gaurav Gupta, Addition-
al Chief Secretary, Energy
Department, said that no-
dal officers in the rank of
CEE have been nominated
for each district to monitor
the power supply in co-or-
dination with MDs of ES-
COMs. The officers will en-
sure all categories of
consumers are provided
equitable power supply.

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Oct. 11, 2023

Banks told to restructure loans
of farmers hit by drought

A special State-Level Bankers’ Committee (SLBC)
on Tuesday has decided to instruct all bank
branches to restructure loans of all eligible
farmers in the wake of the drought in Karnataka.

The State has already declared 195 taluks as
drought-hit and an official team of the Central
government visited the taluks to assess the
damage to crops. Many of the farmers have been
demanding waiver of their crop loans following
drought in the State. The State government sought
compensation of ¥4860.13 crore as per the NDRF
norms from the Centre for providing
compensation to farmers who had lost crops. The
SLBC meeting was held under the chairmanship
of Shalini Rajneesh, Additional Chief Secretary
and Development Commissioner, on October 7.
The State faced a severe shortage in rainfall during
the southwest monsoon.

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Oct. 11, 2023




successive governments

grantsto MLAs for the sake of

“Anythingabove Rs10 crore

CM halts off- hudget grants as guarantees pinch

Congress MLAs
unhappyasrequests
rejected; finance
deptrelieved

S, S

BHARATH JOSHI
BENGALURU, DHNS

he Congress’ five guar-

I antees may have slowed
down developmental
funding, irking its own MLAs
no end, but they have also put
anendtoan “unhealthy” fiscal
practice that festered under

For the first time in several
years, no off-budget grants

have been sanctioned to any [

MLA, withasource saying that
the fiscal stress generated by
the five guarantees has forced
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
torejectrequests for addition-
al grants.

While this has led to dis-
gruntlementamong Congress
MLAs, the finance depart-
mentisahappy camper.

This fiscal, Siddaramaiah
hassetaside Rs 39,815 croreto
implement the five guarantees
that brought the Congress to
power: Shakti, Gruha Jyothi,
AnnaBhagya, Gruha Lakshmi

and Yuva Nidhi.

Normally, ruling party
MLAs besiege the chief minis-
terwithsundryfundrequests,
forbuildingroads, bridgesand
other infrastructure works in
their constituencies.

And all chief ministers, in-
cluding Siddaramaiah in his
firstterm, obliged, sanctioning

political patronage, even if
it meant approving projects
without any budgetary allo-
cation, leading to bills of such
projects becoming pending.
Sample this: the depart-

| ments of water resources,
{ minor irrigation and public

works together have ongoing
worksworthRs1.12lakhcrore.
These works were sanctioned
over the years without suffi-
cient budget provisions.
Inthe 2021-22 and 2022-23
financial years, the govern-
ment sanctioned road works
costing Rs 4,248.61 crore
against just Rs 1,520 crore
allocated in the budget books.

has to come to the Cabinet,”a
senior official said. “But CMs
have been approving hun-
dreds of crores that are later
provided for through sup-
plementary estimates that
go unquestioned even by the
Opposition, whose MLAs also
benefit.”

“So far, the guarantees
have kept MLAs away from
approaching the CM seeking
additionalities because they
know he’snot goingtoapprove
them. But we don’t know how
long he can keep resisting
MLAs,” a source close to the
CM said.

» Guarantee, Page 4

Guarantees' stress halts
off-budget grants’ reign

Guarantee, From Page 1

But frustration appears to
be growing among MLAs.
Earlier this month, Tiptur
Congress MLA K Shadak-
shari publicly frowned upon
the guarantees. “These five
guarantees have completely
floored us. Nothing can be
done for now.” he said

Speaking to DH, senior
Congress lawmaker RV
Deshpande admitted that
the guarantees have impact-
ed development. However,
he backed MLAs seeking
funds. “Elected represen-
tatives are responsible for
their constituents. I don’t
mind if an MLA fights for
funds.” he said

: 1 : 5
Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&4, Oct. 11, 2023
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KERC proposes multi-year
tariff system across State

It does not mean the same tariff rates for 3 years. The objective is to provide ‘tariff certainty’

Jahnavi T.R.
BENGALURU

f the Karnataka Elec-
l tricity Regulatory

Commission (KERC)
has its way, by April 2024,
consumers in Karnataka
will know how much they
would have to pay as elec-
tricity tariff until FY 2026-
27.

The commission has
proposed a multi-year ta-
rifft (MYT) framework for
retail electricity supply for
the first time under the
Draft Karnataka Electricity
Regulatory  Commission
(Multi Year Transmission,
Distribution and Retail
Supply Tariff) Regulations,
2023.

The MYT system does
not mean the same tariff
rates for three years. While
the KERC will file tariff or-
ders every year as usual,
there will be no surprises
for consumers each year as
the tariff rates for the “con-
trol period,” which in this
case is three years, would
be fixed at the beginning of
the control period itself.
The objective of this idea is
to provide “tariff
certainty”.

A senior KERC official
said that MYT would espe-
cially help businesses and
industries. “This will help
them forecast their elec-
tricity expenditure for the
next three years. Of
course, there will be small
changes, but the certainty
will help,” the official said.

The new draft is a con-
solidation of the existing

i\

e ¥

Asenior KERC official said that the multi-year tariff system would
help businesses and industries. FILE PHOTO

“Tariff Regulations” and
“Terms and Conditions for
Determination of Tariff for
Transmission and Distribu-
tion and Retail Sale of Elec-
tricity Regulations.”

It follows the “Model
Regulation for Multi Year
Distribution Tariff” final-
ised by the Forum of Regu-
lators (FOR), which con-
sists of the chairperson of
the Central Electricity Reg-
ulatory Commission and
chairpersons of the State
electricity regulatory com-
missions, the draft docu-
ment noted.

The MYT framework
will be based on multi-year
tariff petitions, determina-
tion of annual revenue re-
quirement (ARR), tariff and
other things and mechan-
isms for pass through (on
to the consumers), and
sharing of gains and losses
(between the petitioner

and consumers), owing to
uncontrollable and con-
trollable factors respective-
ly. The MYT petition is ex-
pected to be filed before
this November 30, the
draft says.

Although the regula-
tions for MYT have been
present for over a decade,
the application to retail
supply (to consumers) had
not been possible, owing
to the dynamic power pur-
chase costs and varying
monsoon patterns.

However, a recent notifi-
cation by the Ministry of
Power has given Discoms
the power to levy fuel and
power purchase costs ad-
justment (FPPCA) on con-
sumers month-on-month.
Thus, with 80-85% of the
tariff comprising only
energy costs, the MYT is
easier to implement now,
according to officials.

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Oct. 13, 2023

Among the many fea-
tures of MYT is also a tra-
jectory for transmission
and distribution (T&D)
losses.

The MYT would have al-
so forecast T&D losses for
the control period at the
beginning.

If the losses exceed the
forecast amount, then a
penalty would be levied
and if the losses are lesser,
then an incentive would al-
so be offered to the
licencees.

The Escoms are collec-
tively preparing their com-
ments for the draft. “We
will come to a consensus
and send it to the Energy
Department and then we
will submit it to the KERC,”
a senior official said.

However, consumers
still have their doubts
about how this framework
will be beneficial to indus-
tries.

“Where is the tariff cer-
tainty if they keep revising
FPPCA every month? Tariff
certainty is essential to in-
dustries especially when it
comes to outside invest-
ments. In the present
mode of tariff, this certain-
ty is missing. This frame-
work is also missing what it
claims to provide,” said
M.G. Prabhakar, former
member of the advisory
committee, KERC.

The draft has now been
forwarded to all the stake-
holders, including Escoms
for comments. A public
hearing is also scheduled
on October 25 for the mat-
ter.



"U.S. companies evince interest
to invest 25,000 crore in State’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

After tour of the United
States, Large and Medium
Industries Minister M.B.
Patil and Electronics & IT/
BT  Minister  Priyank
Kharge on Thursday said
that several American
companies have expressed
interest to invest around
325,000 crore in
Karnataka.

Both Ministers held a
joint press conference on
the outcome of the busi-
ness promotion delegation
headed by them to the U.S.
and said some of the com-
panies are already in the
process of  investing
around $1 billion in the
State. “Our discussions pri-
marily focused on semi-
conductors, aerospace and
defence, electric vehicles,
space, and precision ma-
nufacturing,” Mr. Patil said.

Mr. Kharge also stated
that the government would
organise a global start-up
summit in Bengaluru next
year. Mr. Patil said that the

Karnataka  government
would organise the next
global investors

meet (GIM) at the end of

9

Ministers M.B. Patil and Priyank Kharge addressing a press

L3

conference in Bengaluru on Thursday. SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

2024 or in early 2025.

The delegation shared
ideas with leading compa-
nies such as Applied Mate-
rials, AMD, Juniper, Global
Foundries, LAM Research,
Boeing, Krypton, Dell,
MKS Instruments, GE
Healthcare, Intelsat, RTX,
Teradyne, Texas Instru-
ments, Apple, and Waters
Corp among others. It also
met with a few startups like
Leolabs, Fictiv and T-Se-
cond, the Ministers said.

“The purpose of the vi-
sit to the U.S. was to high-
light Karnataka as a pro-
mising destination for
investment. This visit to
the U.S. was necessary and

important considering the
fast-changing geo-political
dynamics as a large num-
ber of global companies
are looking at India, espe-
cially Karnataka, as an at-
tractive, safe destination
for new investment or ex-
panding their existing pre-
sence,” Mr. Patil remarked.

Mr. Kharge said that the
purpose of the visit was to
attract investment at a time
when not only China but
other States within the
country are competing
with each other to attract
investors. The State go-
vernment is tying up with
AMD to train engineers
based on the syllabus pro-

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Oct. 13, 2023
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Government will
organise a global
start-up summit in
Bengaluru next year.

PRIYANK KHARGE
Electronics & IT/BT Minister

e

A large number of
global companies are
looking at India,
especially Karnataka, as
an attractive, safe
destination for new
investment.

M.B. PATIL

Large and Medium Industries
Minister

vided by the company to
meet their requirements
for human resources. AMD
will be hiring 800 engi-
neers in India, he said.

Stating that Karnataka
stands in 18th position in
the innovation index, Mr.
Kharge said that the State
was taking many new in-
itiatives to improve the
ranking and the aim is to
be among the top 10.

Back to Contents




EDUCATION

Minister: 500-600 new
K'taka Public Schools
by March 2024

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: As early as next year, more
studentsinruralareasmightbeableaccess
bilingual Karnataka Public Schools (KPS)
run by the state government.

Minister of school education andlitera-
cy Madhu Bangarappa on Friday anno-
unced that 500-600 new Karnataka Public
Schools would open by March 2024. “In the
years to follow, the number of new schools
will touch 2,000. These schools will have
art music and physical education tea-

Z = chers. They will have facili-

ties available in private
schools, as well as those de-
signed to be accessible for
persons with disabilities,”
d hesaid.
Bangarappa was spea-
kingatthe inauguration of a conference on
inclusivity for children with disabilities,
by Fourth Wave Foundation and Indian In-
stitute of Management-Bangalore, at the
latter’s campus.

KPS was started in 2017-18 and there are
nearly 300 such schools. They have been a
resounding success among parents who
want to give their kids education in both
English and Kannada, said Bangarappa. In
fact, he added, some have up to 400% de-
mand in admissions. “When thinking qua-
lity, many parents think about private and
aided schools. Government schools don’t
enjoy thatimage, because of our pastshort-
comings —be it in shortage of teachers, fa-
cilities, or public works infrastructure.
Hence, we are making up for it with KPS,
extending from LKG to class12,” he said.

Deputy chief minister DK Shivakumar
is seeking CSR (corporate social responsi-
bility) fundsfor the education sector. While
the department is looking at a target of at
least Rs 2,500 crore in CSR funds by March
2024, Bangarappa said it already has a com-
mitment of Rs 600 crore.

Source: The Times of India, p.2, Oct.7 , 2023




Why does the State want
to control universities?’

Thereis aneed to redefine
therelationship between
the State and universities
for atruly autonomous
and thriving academic
environment

B K CHANDRASHEKAR

understand the essence of a ‘univer-

sity’? It should be a free space where
teachers, students and researchers can
freely question, argue and hold diverse
opinionsin pursuitoftruth. A university
is a centre of learning that requires an
atmosphere ofopeninquiryand debate.

Constructive debaterequires theabil-
ity to think. Scepticism, heretical views
anddialogue promote the habit of think-
ing, facilitateinnovation, even the devel-
opmentofnewskills thatIndianeeds to-
day. A university needs comprehensive
administrativeand academicautonomy.
Learninginvolves experimentsand fail-
ures, critique of contending hypotheses
and, possibly, agreement to disagree.

Besides being a centre of learning, a
university is a social institution with at-
tendant responsibilities to society, such
as critiquing the continued prevalence
and reproduction of inequality, which
causesunequal opportunities for access
toeducation. Itisthusatraining ground
for democracy, resented only by author-
itarian governments.

So, policymakersshouldn’tbetouchy
about critical assessment of policies
and decisions. Touchiness can lead to
disdain for knowledge and over-empha-
sis on skill-based degrees at the cost of
knowledge.

These days a majority of knowl-
edge-proof decision makers have pre-
ferred to continue with a three-decade
old Act. Theyare convinced thattheyare
‘systemicreformers’and setup commis-
sions and committees to cure the ills of
theuniversities, to elevate themtointer-
national standards.

Theroutetoachievethisworthyobjec-
tive, they believe, with little understand-
ingofthe philosophyofhighereducation,
istoreinforcearegime ofbureaucratised
control over the appointment and pow-
ers of pro-chancellor, vice-chancellor,
registrars, finance officer, college devel-
opmentcouncil, eventothesyndicate, to
which government nominates as many
as 14 persons while the VC nominates
onlysix persons.

For faculty recruitment, the ‘Board
of Appointment’ (S.53, Karnataka Act,
2000), chaired by the VC, will have 4
experts nominated by the chancelloron
the recommendation of the state gov-
ernment, and the chairman of the de-
partmental council. The “government”
mentioned above simply means the ed-
ucation ministerand the principal secre-

In post-NehruvianIndia, did the State

Universities are thus boxed in by the
state, lock stock and barrel. As if this
was not enough, the previous state
government allowed a spree of private
universities, most of which treat educa-
tion as business. Incidentally, Karnata-
ka Legislative Council approved the list
of universities in under 30 minutes in
2022, cleared without a murmur by the
governor-chancellor.

On the appointment of the VC, aca-
demics have made various suggestions,
buttheyrefrainfrom contextualising the
government’s tight grip over the search
committee. Only internationally recog-
nised scholars, most likely to resist gov-
ernmental pressures, should be on the
search committee.

The role of state-appointed gover-

nors, mostly non-academic, has been
most controversial. Recent action by
governors of Keralaand West Bengalin
the direct appointment of VCs or acting
VCs, by-passing elected governments,
has invited strong disapproval from
constitutional experts. The governors
have tossed out of the window the con-
stitutional mandate of federalism and
therights of the states.

Will the government respond to the
question: with all the suffocating con-
trols, what have you achieved so far?

InMysore University,a professorwho
wasfacingtrialinacourtand,apparently,
not even on the recommended panel of
names butincluded subsequentlybythe
previousgovernmentwasappointed VC.
Buthe had toquit onlegal grounds.

But the HC has now (Sept 22) over-
ruled a single judge’s order. How
will faculty and students perceive
suchincidents?

In Kuvempu University, graft allega-
tions against the VC were asked to be
investigated by a committee headed by
adistrictjudge on May 29th of thisyear. It
was given 20 days toinquire and report.
By the end of August, the committee
hadn’t met even once. The judge obvi-
ously felt slighted.

Governmentsroutinely confrontseri-
ouspoliticaland socialissuesdemanding
immediate attention; university prob-
lems are their last priority. However,

the VC’s job at ‘the going rate’, without
a sense of guilt, why blame the govern-
menteven ifitisaparty tothe deal?

Can there be any greater academic
and moral depravity? That MLAs in
2020, 35% of whom faced criminal cas-
es, 26% ‘serious criminal cases’, in their
electoralaffidavits “deplored corruption
inrecruitmentsof VCsinuniversitiesrun
by the government”is atelling irony.

Thedepthofthestate’s misadventure
intoacademicissuesisthesenselesscon-
trolover the ‘Board of Studies’(KSU Act,
S33).Itisaself-governing body of senior
professors from the department and
subjectexpertsfromotheruniversitiesto
frame thesyllabus for different subjects,
keeping in view local needs, expertise
of the faculty, feasibility of new cours-
es - all foreign to education ministers
and bureaucracy.

Itwasappropriated by the BJPgovern-
ment’s NEP via the ‘Higher Education
Council’, still in force, for this academic
year. In other words, the HEC was ena-
bled tomanipulate thesyllabus, courses,
and textbooks tosuit the BJP’sagenda.

Anunpardonablelapseisthatall gov-
ernmentsin Karnataka have failed to fill
up75%to90%ofthealready ‘sanctioned
posts’. In Mysore University alone, 407
out of 460 sanctioned posts continue to
bevacant! InKarnatak University, 386 of
its 600 positionsarevacant.

These posts are filled by ‘guest/tem-
porary faculty’. Can we expect any real
commitment to the university or to stu-
dents from them?

Yet, the present highereducation min-
isterrecently asserted that the quality of
highereducation has notsuffered. More
shockingly, he has declared in an inter-
view (DH Aug 8, 23) that “the govern-
ment is thinking of performance-based
tenure for VCs”. Does he mean an ap-
prentice VC?

Will the present government end the
dismalstate ofaffairs by thorough-going
amendments to the universities Act? If
it does, it will be the first public-funded
university, where administrative and
academic freedoms can flourish.

It would do well to set up a ‘board of
governors’,inwhichitsnomineesshould
be in a minority and the rest should be
well-known academics, industry repre-
sentatives, professionals, perhaps even
from the civil society. The board should
govern the university.

Aquestionthatacademicshave failed
to raise until now, for they dare not ‘dis-
sent’: why does the State believe that it
should control universities? Does the
Statealoneknowwhatisbestforsociety?

Dr Deepak Nayyar, former econom-
ic advisor to the V P Singh government
and VC of Delhi University, once said
that “governments must recognise that
the provision of resourcestouniversities
does not endow them with a right to ex-
ercise control”.

(Thewriter isan academic, former
minister and former Chairman,

tﬂtothehighereducationdeaamnent. whenBrofessorsaredesgeratetobux»off KamatakaLeg’slativeCouncz'lg
Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Oct. 9, 2023




Lack of amenities in govt. schools
forcing poor to send children to
private schools, says High Court

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Lack of basic facilities such as toi-
lets and drinking water in govern-
ment schools is forcing the poor
parents to admit their children in
private schools and encouraging
establishment of private schools,
the High Court of Karnataka said
on Monday.

This scenario, the court said, is
resulting in failure to implement
the constitutional mandate of
providing free education to chil-
dren up to the age of 14.

“If a parent, who does not earn
enough to have two meals a day,
has to compromise on the meals
to put his children to private
schools, is it not that the situation
is being created due to lack of
basic facilities in government
schools?... fortunately, the situa-
tion right now is that haves get
basic facilities and have-nots have
nothing at all. This is unfortu-
nate,” the court observed orally.

A Division Bench comprising
Chief Justice Prasanna B. Varale
and Justice Krishna S. Dixit made
these observation on noticing
that the government is still un-
able to provide toilet and drink-
ing water facilities in large num-
ber of schools even though the

schools are set up many years ago
despite being aware of the situa-
tion.

The Bench has been monitor-
ing implementation of the provi-
sions of the Right to Free and
Compulsory Education (RTE) Act
in a suo motu PIL petition initiat-
ed in 2013 on the issue of out-of-
school children.

“Not against pvt. schools”
“Is education only for children of
privileged class? No research is
required to know that it is the
children from underprivileged
class who join the government
schools. Can the State expect un-
derprivileged family to admit
their children to private
schools..?,” the Bench asked the
government.

While stating the court is not

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Oct. 10, 2023

against establishment of private
schools as per the law, the Bench
said that unfortunately lack of
basic facilities in government
schools is aiding establishment of
private schools as government
schools are being closed due to
insufficient number of students.

Book in Ambedkar’s hand
“Equality comes only by educa-
tion... That is the reason we al-
ways see B.R. Ambedkar holding
a book in his hand. Have you ever
seen a bust or photograph of Dr.
Ambedkar without a book? Be-
cause education is so important.
You [State government] provide
many free services, including bus
services... but education is essen-
tial,” the Bench observed.

The Bench agreed with the
submissions of the amicus curie
K.N. Phanindra and others that
lack of basic facilities in govern-
ment schools is impacting the
fundamental right of the children
to free and compulsory educa-
tion as guaranteed under Article
21A of the Constitution.

Also, the Bench pointed out
that an official report on educa-
tion in Bangladesh has found that
the government schools in that
country are better than the go-
vernment schools in India.



State forms panel to frame education policy

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka government
has constituted a 15-
member committee to
formulate the Karnataka
State Education Policy
(KSEP) under the chair-
manship of Sukhdev

Thorat, educationist,
economist, and former
chairman of University
Grant Commission.

The Congress govern-
ment had announced in
its election manifesto
that it would withdraw
the National Education
Policy (NEP-2020) and

bring a separate educa-
tion policy for the State.
The panel will frame the
draft of KSEP and submit
it by February 28, 2024,
the order issued on Wed-
nesday said. The com-
mittee also has eight sub-
ject experts/advisers.
Some of the members

are Sanjay Kaul, former
secretary, School Educa-
tion, Government of In-
dia; Sudhir Krishnaswa-
my, and Vice-Chancellor
of National Law School of
India University.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 6

State forms panel to
frame education policy

The panel also includes S. Japhet, former Vice-
Chancellor of Bengaluru City University; Jogan
Shankar, former Vice-Chancellor of Kuvempu Un-
iversity; Rajendra Chenni, retired Professor of En-
glish at Kuvempu University; Nataraj Budalu, re-
tired professor and writer; Sudhanshu Bhushan,
Professor and Head of the Department of Higher
and Professional Education, NIEPA; Furquan Qa-
mar, Professor of Management at the Centre for
Management Studies, Jamia Millia Islamia; Pranati
Panda, Professor and Head of the Department of
School and Non-formal Education in NIEPA; Sha-
rat Ananthamruthy, Professor, School of Physics,
University Hyderabad; A. Narayana, Professor
with the school of policy and governance, Azim
Premji University; V.P. Niranjanaradhya, educa-
tionist; M.S. Talawar, retired professor of Banga-
lore University; Santhosh Naik R., Professor, De-
partment of Sociology, Karnataka State Open
University; and Vinaya Okkunda, Associate Pro-
fessor and writer, Government First Grade Col-
lege, Dandeli.

Among the advisers are Yogendra Yadav, Senior
Fellow at the Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies, New Delhi; Rahamath Tarikere, retired
professor at Hampi Kannada University; Janaki
Nair, historian; Valerian Rodrigous, professor,
Centre for Political Studies, JNU; and Sabiha Bhoo-
migowda, former Vice-Chancellor of Akkamaha-
devi Women’s University.

Speaking to The Hindu, M.C. Sudhakar, Minis-
ter for Higher and Technical Education, said:
“The commission will submit the interim report at
first and the final report by February end. KSEP
will be implemented by 2024-25.”

Source: The Hindu, p.1&6, Oct.12, 2023
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Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

For better surveillance and
to detect early warning sig-
nals of impending disease
outbreaks, the Karnataka’s
Health Department has di-
rected all private medical
establishments (PMEs) to
mandatorily upload health
management information
and disease surveillance
on the relevant govern-
ment portals on a regular
basis.

In an order, State Health
Commissioner Randeep D.
has warned the PMEs ac-
tion under the Karnataka
Private Medical Establish-
ments (KPME) Act if they
fail to comply with the di-
rections. “The health man-
agement information
should be uploaded on the
Health Management Infor-
mation System (HMIS) por-
tal on or before the 5th of
every month and disease
surveillance data on the In-

Source: The Hindu, p.10, Oct. 7, 2023

Health

Pvt. hospitals told to mandatorily upload
disease surveillance data on govt. portals

tegrated Health Informa-
tion Platform (IHIP) on a
daily basis,” the Commis-
sioner told The Hindu on
Friday. The Union Ministry
of Health and Family Wel-
fare has posted revised for-
mats on the HMIS and THIP
portals to collect informa-
tion from private medical
establishments, he said.

Not uploading data

Stating that a separate mo-
dule has been developed in
the HMIS portal, the Com-
missioner said, “Till today,
1,074 PMEs have been re-
cognised and logins creat-
ed for the users in the
HMIS portal. However, we
noticed that many esta-
blishments have not been
updating the information
on/before 5th of every
meonth, as mandated.”

He said the disease sur-
veillance data from IHIP is
used to generate and de-
tect early warning signals
of impending outbreaks.

This helps to initiate an ef-
fective response. Hence,
regular reporting of dis-
ease surveillance data in
[HIP portal is mandated by
all PMEs in Karnataka, he
said.

“HMIS and THIP data is
being used in the various
government review meet-
ings such as Karnataka De-
velopment  Programme
(KDP), State Programme
Implementation Plans
(PIP), NITI Ayog, SDG (Sus-
tainable Development
Goal) and also for reflect-
ing on the Chief Minister’s
dashboard. It is also used
for internal progress re-
view of all the health pro-
grammes by the depart-
ment. Hence, timely
uploading and mainte-
nance of the data accuracy
on the HMIS and [HIP por-
tal is very essential,” he
asserted.

Drawing reference to
the obligations of private
medical establishments

under Section 11 (1) of the
KPME Act, the Commis-
sioner said it is mandatory
under the Act for all PMEs
to actively participate in
the implementation of all
national and State health
programmes by furnishing
periodic reports.

“I have directed all the
district health officers to
re-issue instructions to the
PMEs in their jurisdiction
to upload the above men-
tioned data on the relevant
portals,” he said.

PHANA’s advisory
Govindaiah Yateesh, presi-
dent of the Private Hospi-
tals and Nursing Homes As-
sociation (PHANA), said
most large hospitals are al-
ready complying with the
direction. “We will again is-
sue an advisory to our
member hospitals to man-
datorily upload the re-
quired information on the
government portals,” he
added.



Non-communicable diseases burden on steady rise in those aged above 30

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

At over 62%, Karnataka’s
burden of Non-Communic-
able Diseases (NCDs) has
surpassed the burden due
to communicable and in-
fectious diseases since
2000. According to clinical
data from district hospi-
tals, taluk hospitals, and
community health centres
collated under the National
Health Mission’s National
Programme for prevention
and Control of Cancer, Dia-
betes, Cardiovascular Dis-
eases and Stroke (NPCDCS)
in Karnataka, NCD burden
has been on a steady rise in
people aged above 30.
Characterised by com-
mon risk factors, NCDs are
also known as chronic dis-
eases or lifestyle-related
disorders. Screening under
NPCDCS at the district le-
vel was launched in 2017
across the country by the

Source: The Hindu,
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Source: Clinical data recorded under National Programme for Prevention & Control of Cancer, Diabetes,

Cardiovascular Diseases & Stroke

Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare. In May
this year, the programme
was renamed as National
Programme for Prevention
and Control of Non-Com-
municable Diseases (NP-
NCD) as more diseases
such as non-alcoholic fatty
liver disease, chronic ob-
structive pulmonary dis-

ease, and chronic kidney
disease.

According to the data
from the districts, diabetes
and hypertension form a
major component of the
NCD disease burden fol-
lowed by cardiovascular
diseases (CVDs). With
1,07,853 people diagnosed
with diabetes and 1,08,106

with hypertension in 2017-
2018, the number of fol-
low-up cases have touched
2,74,013 and 3,32,217 this
year. Screening, which was
hit during the pandemic
years, has now again
gained momentum across
the State.

The number of people
diagnosed with CVDs,

p.6, Oct. 8, 2023

NCD clinics functional
across Karnataka

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Non-communicable  Dis-
eases clinics are functional
across the State with one
each in district hospitals
and 347 at the taluk and
community health centre
level, said G.A. Srinivasa,
State Deputy Director of
National Programme for
prevention and Control of
Cancer, Diabetes, Cardio-
vascular Diseases, and
Stroke.

“It is mandatory to
screen all aged above 30
onee in a year for diabetes

and hypertension and
once in five years for com-
mon cancers under the
programme. At the village
and sub-centre level,
health workers and ASHAs,
who have been trained, de-
tect those with symptoms
for initial screening. After
initial screening, those
who require further inves-
tigation are referred to
primary health centres, ta-
luk hospitals, and district
hospitals for confirmation
of the diagnosis,” he said.
Counselling for a
healthy lifestyle is also pro-
vided at the clinics, he said.

which are a leading cause
of death in people aged 40
and above, is also on the

rise. From 4,706 people
diagnosed with CVDs in
20172018, the mnumber

shot up to 7,761 last year.
This year, as many as 3,184
people have been diag-
nosed with CVDs from
April till August. Besides,
cancer cases (including
oral, breast, cervical, and
other cancers) are also ona
steady rise, said the data.
According to the Karna-
taka Health Vision report
2021, during 1990 to 2016,
disability-adjusted life
years (DALYS) due to is-
chemic heart diseases in
Karnataka moved from
fourth to first position,
stroke from 12th to 4th po-
sition, and diabetes from
23rd to 7th position.
Former director of NIM-
HANS G. Gururaj, who
headed the Vision Group
as well as the Technical
Committee on NCDs, said
the Lancet Commission re-
port has identified about
20 conditions in less than
five years age group, 52
causes in 15-40 years,

about 40 causes in those
aged beyond 40 that con-
tribute to nearly 75% of dis-
ease burden, especially
among poorer sections of
society.

C.N. Manjunath, direc-
tor of Sri Jayadeva Institute
of Cardiovascular Sciences
and Research, said the
most predominant modi-
fiable risk factors include
elevated levels of systolic
blood pressure, diabetes,
and total cholesterol. “Be-
havioural risk factors like
obesity, physical inactivity
due to sedentary lifestyles,
unhealthy diet, tobacco
use, alcohol use, stress,
and others play an equally
important role,” he said.

Most of these risk fac-
tors develop during the
adolescence, or young
adult phase of an indivi-
dual, which with timely in-
tervention can significantly
reduce the burden of NCDs
in later life, he added.

Researchers find high rate of paediatric tuberculosis
infection in household contacts of index patients

While 50% of 686 children (below 15 years) examined in the study were found to be infected, the infection had developed into disease in 3%. Nearly 80% of these cases occurred in the 6-15 age group

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

study by research-
Aers from Kasturba
Medical  College

(KMC), Manipal, ESIC
Medical College and Post
Graduate Institute of Med-
ical Sciences and Re-
search, Rajajinagar, and
State Tuberculosis (TB) di-
vision in Bengaluru and
Udupi districts has found
high rates of paediatric TB

infection among house-
hold contacts of TB
patients.

While 50% of the 686
children (below 15 years)
examined in the study
were found to be infected,
the infection had deve-
loped into the disease in
3%. Nearly 80% of these

cases occurred in the 6-15
age group. The study tit-
led “TB screening for pae-
diatric household con-
tacts in India: Time to
adapt newer strategies
under the National TB
Elimination Programme
(NTEP)” was published in
PLOS ONE, an open access
journal, on October 5.

Led by Kiran Chawla
from KMC and Sharath
B.N. from ESIC, the stu-
dy is aimed at evaluating
the effectiveness  of
screening paediatric hou-
sehold contacts (under
the age of 15 years) for TB
through verbal screening,
tuberculin skin testing
(TST) and chest radiogra-
phy at intervals of 0, 3, 6,
9, and 12 months.

The study was funded

by the Central TB Divi-
sion, Union Ministry of
Health and  Family
Welfare.

NTEP guidelines

“The current NTEP guide-
lines only require verbal
screening for contacts un-
der six-years-old at TB
treatment initiation. The
study aimed to fill this
knowledge gap and pro-
vide valuable insights for
improving TB screening
in paediatric household
contacts in India,” said Dr.
Sharath.

Conducted from Janu-
ary 2021 to December
2022, the research util-
ised a cohort study design
to enrol contacts of index
TB cases diagnosed under
NTEP.

Dr. Chawla said the CO-
VID-19 pandemic posed
significant challenges to
regular follow-up screen-
ings, making it difficult to
assess and treat potential
cases in a timely manner.
“A substantial number of
parents did not subject
their children to screen-
ing due to the absence of
visible symptoms, high-
lighting the importance of
multiple screenings. The
study recommends a revi-
sion of the screening poli-
cy for household con-
tacts, advocating for at
least three screenings a
year involving symptom
screening, chest radiogra-
phy, and TST or other
non-invasive tests,” she
said.
“The study reveals sig-

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Oct. 9, 2023

nificant hurdles, especial-
ly when it comes to pae-
diatric cases,” the doctor
said.

Gender disparities
Another author Suresh
Shastri, State Programme
Officer (Ayushman Bharat
Arogya Karnataka), who
was then Senior Specialist
in the State TB division,
said females above six
years of age were found to
be at a 22% more risk of
contracting TB compared
to males in the same age
group.

“This research serves
as a clarion call to re-eval-
uate existing screening
policies and prioritise ear-
ly detection and treat-
ment of paediatric TB cas-
es,” the study pointed out.
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screening paediatric household contacts (under
the age of 15) for TB through verbal screening, tuberculin skin testing and chest radiography. FILE PHOTO

Back to Contents




Urban Affairs
DH

=

orceaRiemALD
BIG BOO

Pricey Bluru pusheshome buyers toaffordable outskirts

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

kyrocketing real estate pricesin
Bengaluru are pushing aspiring
buyers towards rural parts on the
outskirts, where property develop-
mentis gathering pace without the
necessary civicinfrastructure.
Devanahalli and Hoskote —both
under Bengaluru Rural —are among
the areas attracting a lot of interest
asrates here are more affordable;
and with firms offering flexible work
options, a pandemic side-effect,
distance is no longer a deterrent.
According to data accessed by DH,
revenue collected through property
registrations in Bengaluru Rural
district has increased by nearly 128%
from 2019-20 to 2022-23, an indica-
tion that sales are booming.
While Rs 439.15 crore was

collected in the form of stamp duty
and registration fees in 2019-20, in
2022-23, the collection went up to Rs
1003.89 crore and this year, in just six
months, close to Rs 385.13 crore was
collected in charges.

“There is a significant inclination
towards investing in Bengaluru
Rural. While in Devanahalli, devel-
opment is driven by the proximity to
Kempegowda International Airport,
Hoskote is preferred owing to the
Chennai Expressway,” said a senior
official from the Department of
Stamps and Registrations.

Interest in Doddaballapur and
Nelamangala is also growing, said
developers and sources in the
department.

The demand has prompted many
well-known developers to announce
big projects, including huge apart-
ment complexes, gated communities

from home on most

Revenue collected through
property registrations in
Bengaluru Rural

2019-20 I 2439.15cr
2020-21 N 2521.17 cr
2021-22 N :795.52cr
2022-23 [N 1003.89 cr

2023-24* [ 3385 cr
“till Sept

Giventhese
areasarealso
developing,
and that both
me and my wife work

days, we decided this
was the best buy

SUMANTH M,
who purchased a flat in Devanahalli

Revenue
through property
registrationsin
B'luru Rural district
has increased by nearly

128%
from2019-20
t02022-23

and townships.

Some property buyers told DH that
affordability coupled with flexible
work options were driving the trend.

“Buying a decent property
anywhere within the city limits is
expensive,” said Sumanth M, who
purchased a flat in Devanahalli. “Also,
with the same amount we pay there,
we can buy a better property in these
areas. Given these areas are also
developing, and that both me
and my wife work from home

on most days, we decided
this was the best buy.”
Real estate rates in
these taluks are steadily
increasing, sources said.
For instance, in Devanahalli,
property rates seem to have
nearly doubled over the last two to
three years.
» Home buyers, Page 5

Pricey B'luru pushes home
buyers to outskirts

Home buyers, from Page 1

“There has been areal estate
boom since four years. How-
ever, the enquiries and pur-
chases increased drastically
during Covid. Property rates
have increased drastically
since then. In prime areas,
properties that once used
to cost Rs 4,000 sq ft now
cost close to Rs 7,500,” said
Mohammed Shaffath, own-
er of Newfort real-estate in
Hoskote.

The challenges

However, gram panchayats
and ruraladministrations are
struggling to keep up with the

influx of new residents, as
they lack the infrastructure
such as waste management.

“In urbanised panchayats
like Hoskote and Devana-
halli, there is huge pressure
on the rural administration.
Heaps of garbage pile up on
the roadsides since many of
them do not dispose of waste
correctly,” said Dr Anuradha
K N, Chief Executive Officer,
Zilla Panchayat, Bengaluru
Rural.

Many GPs are now taking
help from support groups
and NGOs to help manage
the waste collection and seg-
regation.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1&5, Oct. 9, 2023




Tra

Tic, garbage, property tax key

priorities of Brand Bengaluru’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Easing traffic congestion,
boosting property tax col-
lection base and improving
Solid Waste Management
(SWM) in the city are the
key priorities of the State
government and Brand
Bengaluru, Deputy Chief
Minister and Bengaluru De-
velopment Minister D.K.
Shivakumar said on Mon-
day.

Speaking at the Brand
Bengaluru Summit in the
city, which was a culmina-
tion of a long campaign
that received 70,000 sug-
gestions from citizens and
experts, Mr. Shivakumar
said the government and
other stakeholders have
been working in tandem to
find solutions to the city’s
problems with an aim to in-
vigorate the image of Ben-
galuru on a global scale.

On the traffic front, Mr.
Shivakumar said building
elevated corridors, tunnel
roads and improving the
metro network were the
only solutions to the city
traffic woes. He said, “In
about 45 days, a tender will
be called in connection to
award a contract to the
agency to conduct a study
to build tunnel roads. For
tunnel roads, we need
openings and exits and for
that we need land. Wheth-
er we can use land in the
golf course or other open
spaces, what are the legali-
ties for the land use and
other issues are being dis-
cussed.” Mr. Shivakumar
opined that although traffic

2~-' 0o\

Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivkumar, Minister of Transport

Ramalinga Reddy and others during the Brand Bengaluru seminar
in Bengaluru on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

snarls are common in other
metro cities, Bengalurw’
problem was highlighted as
the city already has a global
reputation.

SWM potential
Mr. Shivakumar said after
touring Hyderabad, Chen-
nai and other cities which
have best SWM practices,
he found that Bengaluru is
lagging behind in tapping
into its potential. The waste
here is just being dumped
in landfills. Waste can be
converted into energy. He
also said the public has
been opposing setting up
landfills near their areas. “I
will be soon holding a
meeting with the Revenue
Department and Forest De-
partment on finding fresh
land for landfills on the out-
skirts of the city,” he said
On the other hand, Mr.
Shivakumar said he was al-
so planning to introduce a
SWM user fee. The collec-
tion of the fee will help
Bengaluru Solid Waste
Management Limited to
fetch revenue to help im-

prove the system. He said
the cities which he has vi-
sited are collecting user
fees from the citizens.

Maintaining parks

The government is also
planning to set up ward-le-
vel apolitical committees
across the city to maintain
parks and playgrounds. Mr.
Shivakumar said as these
areas are used by people,
especially the walkers, he
is considering forming new
committees to maintain
these open spaces. These
committees will not have
any members affiliated to
political parties. These
committees will also be
empowered to bring in Cor-
porate Social Responsibili-
ty Funds to carry out deve-
lopment activities.

Mr. Shivakumar said he
has directed workers to fill
the potholes immediately
after receiving complaints
from citizens. The Police
Department will also be in-
cluded in the pothole re-
dressal system said Mr. Shi-
vakumar.

Source: The Hindu, p.3, Oct. 10, 2023




All waste processing plants
and landfills will be shifted
out of Bengaluru city: DKS

DCs of Bengaluru Urban, Rural, and Ramanagara dists. told to find land parcels of 100 acres each

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

esidents living
Raround waste pro-
cessing plants who

have been demanding
their closure for years now
may heave a sigh of relief.
Deputy Chief Minister and
Bengaluru Development
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
on Tuesday announced
that the State government
will relocate all waste pro-
cessing plants and landfills
to outside Bengaluru city
soon.

“Citizens living around
processing units and land-
fills are facing several pro-
blems. Hence, I have de-
cided to shift these units to
uninhabited hilly areas
around the city,” he said.

On Tuesday, he held a
meeting of Revenue and
Forest officials, including
Minister for Forest, Ecolo-
gy, and Environment Esh-
war Khandre. Mr. Shivaku-
mar directed Deputy
Commissioners of Benga-
luru (Urban), Bengaluru
(Rural), and Ramanagara
districts to find land par-
cels of 100 acres each in
four places, in four direc-
tions from the city, to esta-
blish Integrated Solid
Waste Management Parks,

.

to where all waste manage-
ment of the city will shift to
and all processing plants
and landfills in the city will
shut down.

The Integrated SWM
parks will have composting
units, dry waste aggrega-
tion centres, landfill for in-
ert and rejects, generation
of refuse-derived fuel, and
waste energy plants.

There was a proposal to
build similar SWM parks in
Madhugiri and even take
the waste to Kolar Gold
Fields during the earlier te-
nure of the Congress go-
vernment (2013-18). Ho-
wever, these proposals had
met with intense opposi-
tion from SWM activists
who have been batting for

The waste processing plant at Chigaranahalli in Doddaballapur taluk. FILE PHOTO

decentralised waste
processing.

Ironically, the earlier
Congress government built
five waste processing
plants in 2013-14, in less
than six months, hailed as
a paradigm shift in SWM in
the city. Following a satya-
graha by freedom fighter
H.S. Doreswamy demand-
ing a stop on dumping
waste at Mandur, then
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah assured him that it
would stop by December
31, 2013. By then the Kar-
nataka High Court had
made segregation of waste
mandatory. The city’s civic
body built waste process-
ing plants in Seegehalli,
Kannahalli, Doddabidara-

Source: The Hindu, p.3, Oct. 11, 2023

kallu, Chikkanagamangala,
and Subbarayanapalya.

On Tuesday, Mr. Shiva-
kumar also asked the For-
est Department to find
land adjacent to forest land
or deemed forest to han-
dover the same to the Re-
venue Department for the
project. According to an of-
ficial, the possibility of pro-
viding land to the Forest
Department in exchange
for land for park was also
discussed. At present, all
landfills and waste process-
ing units are functioning.

A senior official said it
may take at least three
years to establish these
parks and till then the ex-
isting plants will continue
to operate.



Smart City Roads: Standards diluted,
footpaths remain pedestrian

Smart City roads, meant to be a gamechanger in sustainable mobility and marked by pedestrian-first approach, are now seriously compromised with private property and parking encroachments

Rasheed Kappan
BENGALURU

ide, uninter-
w rupted  foot-
paths often

beckon walkers in big
numbers. But one look at
the just upgraded Indira-
nagar 80 Feet Road and its
narrow, discontinuous
walking space, and the
compromises come out
starkly. Along several
stretches of this flashy,
concretised road, commer-
cial properties have taken
over the footpath with se-
dans and SUVs parked
across. Nowhere to go,
pedestrians are forced to
walk on the road jeopardis-
ing their lives.

Costly upgrade

Is this what the citizen gets
after such a costly up-
grade? They had high ex-
pectations since the Smart
City upgrades were mo-
delled after the Tender-
SURE makeover of St.
Mark’s Road, Cunningham
Road, Residency Road, and
other streets in the city’s
heart. Besides walkable
footpaths,  TenderSURE
roads stood out for un-
iform travel lanes, organ-
ised underground utilities
contained within the foot-
path, organised parking
and vending, public spaces
and landscaping.

The pronounced dilu-
tion of the original guide-
lines had forced a team of
architects to step in, as the
Indiranagar 100 Ft Road
was taken up for a Smart
City upgrade. Recalls Sne-
ha Nandihal from the resi-
dents collective, IChan-
gelndiranagar: “A group of
our architects had worked
with the BBMP on an entire
design. A lot of effort was
put into it, and we were as-
sured both by the MLA and
the Palike that our sugges-
tions would be
implemented.”

Much to their disap-
pointment, none of the
proposed changes were in-
tegrated into the final plan.

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Oct. 12, 2023
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The poor quality of the road surface has be

“The so-called smart city
roads are not smart at all.
They have a template, and
they don’t map it to the
particular road. For in-
stance, on 100ft road, they
didn’t survey and map it.
Instead, since they don’t
know the utilities under-
neath, they are implement-
ing things as they dig. Itisa
mess,” she says.

Unpaid contracts
Among the proposals were
street furniture, benches,
bollards, signage, garbage
bins, parking spaces bet-
ween trees, and a cycling
lane. “They said it would
cost more to create such
lanes. So we said, at least
have darker tiles to indi-
cate it is for cycling. Noth-
ing was implemented. Fi-
nally, it became a project
for us to request them to
complete it in whatever
form and shape, because
so many of our residents
were falling,” notes Sneha.
Unpaid contracts and
transfers of the officials
heading the project have
only aggravated the delays.
The poor quality of the
road surface has been
questioned in many other
parts of the city as well. For
instance, within a year of

S 2

cen questioned in many other parts of the city.

Indiranagar 100-ft Road Cross-Section Design proposed by architects.

the upgrade, Miller Road
had to be asphalted again.
Original designs were com-
promised to provide park-
ing slots on the footpath. A
raised pedestrian crossing
was demolished for the
project but not restored.

Fixing underground

Tender SURE had initiated
a whole new way of think-
ing about streets. While
providing an equitable di-
vision of the right of way at
the surface, it had also
looked at fixing the subter-

Proposed section KFG signai to Domiur

ranean chaos. The under-
ground utilities were a
mess. By building dedicat-
ed utility ducts and neatly
installing them under the
footpath, the Tender SURE
roads had put an end to the
vicious cycle of cut repair
and cut again.

But this unique model
has seen deviations. Com-
pleted a few months ago,
the CMH Road has power
lines right in the middle
under three feet of con-
crete, as Sneha points out.
“We had been following up

with the BBMP to get new
lines to be laid under the
new footpath. It was all ap-
proved, but the funds did
not get released because
the government changed.
Now if something goes
wrong, if the line goes faul-
ty, we are all going to be in
darkness because the lines
are under three feet of
concrete.”

Since utility shifting and
re-laying of pipelines and
cables are a critical part of
the upgrade, active coordi-
nation of multiple agencies

is crucial. She feels, “A pro-
ject of this kind should
have had all agencies work-
ing as partners. You can't
have just the BBMP run-
ning it. The left hand
doesn’t know what the
right is doing.”

Lack of detailing

‘The original set of six Ten-
der SURE roads had the
pedestrian at the heart of
the planning process. Even
bus stops had to be built
without affecting the 1.8m
wide footpath. “Smart city
roads give the impression
of work being done with-
out detailing. On St. Mark’s
Road, every little detail
was known.

“The property owner
knew exactly how the en-
try and exit were going to
work. Without such detail-
ing, you get a shoddy out-

ut.”

“Varying pavement
heights, entry, exit. So it is
not even a uniform walking
experience,” says urbanist
V. Ravichander, who was
part of the earlier road
planning process.

Both Tender SURE and
Smart City roads were de-
signed to give an alterna-
tive vision for pedestrians,
who are often lled

to navigate wide and busy
roads with insufficient
crosswalks. The new mo-
dels were escape routes
particularly for senior citi-
zens and children. Pedes-
trians account for the bulk
of accident fatalities in the
city.

Safety and convenience
Nikita Luke from the World
Resources Institute (WRI)
says a people-centric ap-
proach to street design
prioritizes the safety and
convenience of pedes-
trians and cyclists, making
it simpler and more ap-
pealing for people to walk
or bike. “Achieving this in-
volves creating well-lit si-
dewalks, secure cross-
walks, and dedicated
cycling lanes, which en-
courage active transporta-
tion and reduce the re-
liance on cars,” she
elaborates.

Cars being parked on
footpaths is a rule of law is-
sue, says Ravichander.
“The footpath in front of a
property does not belong
to the owner. They don't
have a right on the road in
front either. All violations
have to be removed. In
BDA layouts of Jayanagar,

R. T Nagar, Kor

where the plots are clearly
defined and geometrically
drawn with a marked plan,
it is immediately doable.”

Work quality diluted
Design guidelines set by
TenderSURE roads have
been compromised and
work quality diluted for
another big reason: Cor-
ruption. Preferring ano-
nymity, a planning consul-
tant recalls that the
original project was ring-
fenced against corruption
by an empowered commit-
tee that cleared the project
tenders, payments and
other key processes. But
the Smart City project
went under the ‘business
as usual’ mode with kick-
backs, typical of city
contracting.

Maintenance is another
key aspect. Ten years later,
poor upkeep has left many
of the old TenderSURE
roads badly in need of re-
pair.

“If you walk on St
Mark’s Road today, at least
20% of the tiles are de-
pressed. Every time a tile is
depressed, you are sup-
posed to lift it, open it,
compact the ground and
put it back. Unless you do
regular maintenance and
clean up, it will deterio-
rate,” says the consultant.

The tell-tale signs of
poor maintenance are eve-
rywhere. Waste bins have
vanished from many road
stretches.  Vendor en-
croachment continues un-
abated, leaving little space
for walkers.

Struggling to find his
way through the Smart Ci-
ty footpath on the redeve-
loped 80ft road, 61-year-
old sales person from New
Thippasandra, Surendra
articulates the lament of
several older senior citi-
zens: “I myself find it so
tough to walk here. Ima-
gine the plight of the elder-
ly. I see them often walk on
the road edges as the pave-
ments are either en-
croached, dumped with
garbage or broken.”
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With fully operational Purple Line,
many prefer metro to personal vehicles

‘Tused to dread the congested roads while on my two-wheeler from Benniganahalli to Whitefield. But now, I look forward to the metro.

It’s not just about reaching my destination; it's also about convenience and saving time; says a commuter

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

aking the metro for
T my daily office
commute  brings

me immense joy as I bid fa-
rewell to my personal vehi-
cle. This shift not only sim-
plifies my daily travel but
also plays a part in building
a greener, more sustaina-
ble future,” Vivek Rao, an
IT professional at Kadugo-
di Tree Park, said.

Since the launch of the
entire Purple Line on Oc-
tober 9, he has left behind
his two-wheeler, which he
used to take from Rama-
murthynagar to Kadugodi
Tree Park.

Mr. Rao is not alone in
his choice; many people
have shifted to the metro
following the opening of
the Whitefield-Challaghat-
ta metro corridor of 43.49

IR

The entire stretch of the Purple Line from Whitefield to Challaghatta
spanning 43.49 km was opened on October 9. BHAGYA PRAKASH K.

km. Once plagued by
nightmarish traffic, IT pro-
fessionals employed on the
Outer Ring Road (ORR) are
hugely relieved.

There is also now a fleet
of 37 Bengaluru Metropoli-

tan Transport Corporation
feeder buses, which was
introduced on Wednesday,
providing a convenient
commute from the K.R. Pu-
ram metro station to ORR.
Praneetha Prasad,

another commuter who
used to take a bus, has also
shifted to the metro after
the new line started opera-
tion.

“I used to rely on buses
for my daily commute
from Indiranagar to White-
field, but 1 have made the
switch ever since the new
metro line started its oper-
ation. The metro not only
offers a faster and more
convenient travel expe-
rience but also contributes
to a smoother daily rou-
tine. It’s a positive change
that benefits not just me
but many others as we can
avoid the traffic and pollu-
tion,” added Ms. Prasad.

Rajesh Sharma, an IT
professional whose office
is on ORR, added, “The in-
auguration of the new me-
tro line has revolutionized
my daily commute. I used
to endure hours of traffic

Source: The Hindu, p.2, Oct. 13, 2023

congestion on the ORR in
my car, but now, thanks to
the seamless integration of
metro services and BMTC
feeder buses, I can reach
my destination punctually.
Previously, my journey
from Baiyappanahalli took
over an hour and a half;
now, it merely takes 30 to
40 minutes to reach the
office.”

“The metro’s impact on
my daily routine has been
significant, I used to dread
the congested roads while
on my two-wheeler from
Benniganahalli to White-
field. Bbut now, I look for-
ward to the metro. It’s not
just about reaching my
destination; it's also about
convenience and saving
time,” Arjun Gowda, a
commuter, said.

Srinivas Alavilli, a fellow
at WRI India and one of the
minds behind the #Perso-

nal2Public  (P2P) cam-
paign, which encourages
Bengaluru citizens to em-
brace public transport at
least twice a week, believes
that a significant number
of people have started uti-
lizing public transport
more frequently owing to
improved connectivity.

“Now is an opportune
moment to urge people to
use public transport be-
cause we have created an
enabling  environment,
thanks to the collaboration
between  BMTC  and
BMRCL,” says Mr Alavilli.

The P2P campaign aims
at changing behaviour be-
cause many individuals
perceive public transport
as a lesser choice and so-
metimes even as a status is-
sue.

“I am hopeful that this
perception will be trans-
formed,” he added.

Back to Contents
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Amid rapid climate change states actlon plans crawl

Manyareyetto adopt
guidelines; K'taka
planawaits nod

—

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARNI
BENGALURU, DHNS

limate change is threat-
ening India with stag-
gering humanitarian
and economic costs, but 15
years after the Centre set up
the Expert Committee on Cli-
mate Change (ECCC), states
and Union Territories are yet
to chart a path for adaptation

Climate change, from Page 1

At the meeting on September
21, the committee reminded
thestatesabout the guidelines
onceagain: “During the tenth
meeting (February 2, 2023),
it was suggested that there is
aneed to connect with all line
departments and then take
their feedback, especially on
socio-economic vulnerabil-
ity and ensuring rainwater
harvesting is compulsory for
state-specific tools with re-
specttotheeightchapters pre-
sented. It was also suggested
to come out with a budgetary
action plan for the activities
which are proposed to be car-
riedout.”

Sources in the government
said the Centre has not been
able to assess SAPCC due to
the lack of expertise. “An ex-
pert panel tasked with steer-
ing the preparedness of all
states and UTs has held only
12 meetingsin 15 years, which
shows the lack of urgency. At
the same time, consultants
with limited experience are
reviewing SAPCC which has
ledtodelays,” asource said.

Karnataka waits for nod

Karnataka submitted its re-
vised SAPCCinthe beginning
of 2021 after incorporating
inputs from ECCC members.
Along with historical trends
and climate change projec-
tions, the state highlighted
the policy interventions, bud-

tion plan is pending before the
panelfortwoyears,documents
obtained underthe Rightto In-
formation (RTT) Act show.

Besides deaths caused by
extremeweatherevents (2,227
lastyear), associated risks have
a major impact on lives and
livelihoods. For instance, air
pollutionisbehind 10 lakh pre-
mature deaths in India while
the cost of desertification and
crop loss is still contested; the
Centre attributes an annual
lossof Rs1,000 croreto climate
change.

The Centresetupthe ECCC
inJune 2007, whichreleaseda
national action plan next year,
leading tothe launch of several
missions in the areas of solar

monitoring and evaluation
strategies.

As per the action plan pre-
pared by the Environment
Management and Policy Re-
searchInstitute (EMPRI), Kar-
nataka requires Rs 52,827.44
crorebetween 2025and 2030
to implement action plans in
agriculture, horticulture, for-
estry, rural development and
10 other sectors.

Karnataka’s plan had
stressed the need to mobilise
funds from both government,
private and multilateral in-
stitutions to address current
vulnerabilities and prepare a
chart for sustainable transi-
tion. However, lack ofapproval
for the action plan has made
it difficult to prepare detailed
project reports and access
funds.

Jagmohan Sharma, Di-
rector General of EMPRI,
which is the nodal agency for
Karnataka’s SAPCC, said the
approval will help not only in
getting funds for adaptation
and mitigation works butalso
to institutionalise key inter-
ventions.

“We have submitted the
replies to the queries raised
by the ECCC and hope to get
an approval soon. Besides
funds from state and central

governments, wewanttoinsti-

tutionalise the idea of sustain-
ability. EMPRI has developed
the Green Index Portal where
all development projects are
assessed for environmental

get reguirements as well as comgatibilig” he said.
Source: Deccan Herald, p. 1& 5, Oct.9, 2023
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= Centre sets up Expert
Committee on Climate
Change in 2007, asks
states to prepare action
plan for adaptation and
mitigation

® Karnataka's
action plan
pending before
panel for two
years, show RTI
documents

= Without
approval, it's
difficult to prepare
detailed project
reportsand

access funds

® State needs Rs 52,827 cr between 2025 and 2030 to implement

action plans in agriculture, horticulture, rural development etc
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ture. In 2009, the Centre di-
rected state governments and
Union Territories to prepare
State Action Plans on Climate
Change (SAPCC).

Since then, the ECCC has
held 12 meetings to assess the
progress of SAPCC, including
the latest on September 21.
The minutes of the last eight
meetings highlight a lack of
clarity and urgency among
moststates while thosewhodid
prepare the SAPCC have seen
the document gathering dust.

Theminutesshowthatmany
states, including Gujarat, Tam-
ilNadu, Goa, Odisha, Himach-
al Pradesh and Rajasthan, were
yet to adopt the guidelines is-
sued as far backas 2014.



Karnataka Cabinet gives in-principle nod to
declare eco-sensitive zones in six forest areas

Areas are Kappattagudda, Bukkapatna, Kammasandra, Nagarahole, Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary, Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Cabinet sub-com-
A mittee meeting
held under the

chairmanship of Environ-
ment Minister Eshwar
Khandre has given in-prin-
ciple approval for declar-
ing eco-sensitive zones in
six forest areas.

The six forest areas are:
Kappattagudda, Bukkapat-
na, Kammasandra, Nagara-
hole, Cauvery Wildlife
Sanctuary, and Dandeli
Wildlife Sanctuary.

In the meeting, in-prin-
ciple approval was given to
declare ecologically sensi-

At Kappattagudda Wildlife Sanctuary, an eco-sensitive area of
322.695 sq. km has been proposed, of which 23,804 sq. km is forest
area and the remaining 298,890 sq. km is non-forest area.

tive areas in the six forest
areas and submit it to the
Cabinet meeting for re-
commending the same to

the Union government.

At Kappattagudda Wil-
dlife Sanctuary, an eco-
sensitive area of 322.695

sq. km has been proposed,
of which 23,804 sq. km is
forest area and the remain-
ing 298,890 sq. km is non-
forest area. Likewise, the
Chinkara Wildlife Sanctu-
ary at Bukkapatnam, an ec-
ologically sensitive area of
157.0862 sq. km, has been
proposed of which the for-
est area is 18.5662 sq. km
and the non-forest area is
138.52 sq. km. At the Kam-
masandra Wildlife Sanctu-
ary, the ecologically sensi-
tive area is 93.27 sq. km.

At Nagarahole

At the Rajiv Gandhi Nation-
al Park (Nagarhole Tiger
Reserve) it has been pro-

posed that the eco-sensi-
tive area is 573.97 out of
which 302.36 is forest area
and 271.61 is non-forest
area.

Similarly, in the Anshi
National Park and Dandeli
Wildlife Sanctuary, it has
been proposed that the
eco-sensitive  area is
669.06 sq. km of which
448.81 sq. km is forest area
and 220.25 non-forest
area.

At the Cauvery Wildlife
Sanctuary, 145.369 sq. km
has been proposed as eco-
logically sensitive area and
out of this 143,663 is forest
area and 1,706 sq. km non-
forest area.

Source: The Hindu, p.9, Oct. 12, 2023

sthe minister of Forest, Ecology,and
EnvironmentofKarnataka, Eshwar
Khandre hassurprised manywith
hisno-nonsenseapproach. Hissternstance
against red tape while backing officials
doing their jobs has led to the eviction of
encroachments in Bengaluru, Kolar, and
Shivamogga districts. DH's Chiranjeevi
Kulkarni spoke to the minister about the
challenges lyingahead. Excerpts:

arailway barricade of over 640 km,
whichis stuck at 312 km now, in the next
two years. To check encroachment and
fragmentation, we are now settingupa
jointtask force.

The joint task force seems promising,
but suchinitiatives taken inthe past
have not changed ground realities.
For instance, thereportsby the AT
Ramaswamy Committee andthe K B

checkman-animal confiict, buta combi-

ingdust. How will the joint task force be
different?

climate change, and i it ie:
amidar

Inmy opinion, such reports should be

tigers, and leopards pose Iong-term
challenges. Is there an initiative to
explore solutions for them?

Shrinking habitatisa concern. Besides
the threat to wildlife, there is suffering
of people. About 50 people die or are in-
jured in conflict with animals every year.
This needs to stop. I have told officials to
set up a high-level experts committee to
look into the matter. The committee will
study invasive species, fodder availability,
endemic species, prey bases, buffer zone
protection and other issues. We will
complete the pending project of buildin:

d. We have nearly 2 lakh
acres of forest under encroachment.
The joint task force will have a practical
approach. First, we have to bring coor-
dination between the forestand revenue
departmems There are cases where the
are atloggerhead
ownership of land. The solution is to con-
ducta joint survey, and we are working on
this. I have already spoken to the revenue
minister, who has been cooperative. The
first task is to evict the big encroachers
with high-level connections and commer-
cial motivations. But the poor have to be
seen from a humanitarian perspective.

DH

peccar BmaL

‘Clearing encroachments is priority of forest department’

The
Tuesday
lntemew

With
Eshwar B Khandre

Minister of Forest, Ecology,

and Environment

Also, our department has not done
justice to people cultivating land prior to
April 1978. About 7,000 t0 10,000 such
families are still waiting for title deeds.
Denying people their rightful ownership
will not help conservation.

approach. Forest department has also
committed errors. For instance, in my
constituency (Bhalki), an old village with
500 households has been classified as
deemed forest. That's not right.

About 4 lakh acres notified as intended

villagesand private lands. We need to
ensure that such errors are notmade in
Section 17 forests. With regards to the
encroachment, officials are not !aking
action to prevent it. They are reacting late,
after lhe forcst land i isgone. Weneed tobe

among

proactive

the public.

The CM recently said the government
willincrease the forest cover from 21%

conservation of forests and wildlife. Are
there plans to fill the vacancies?

Thave given directions to fill all the vacant
positions in the Kalyana Karnataka
region. We have a vacancy of about 5000
personnel in critical areas, especially
tiger reserves. We also have shortages

of watchers, guards, deputy range forest
officers and range forest officers. At pres-
ent, weare running the system through
outsourced labour. However, it is better to

to33%of the areaof

what
achieving this goal?
My priority is to notify all the pending
forest areas. Since I took over, the gov-
ernment has notified about 5000 acres.
Weare also exploring new ideas. For
instance, over 100 farmers from Hassan
have approached me offering to sell their
lands near the forest. The elephant con-
flict has made farming difficult. We will
assess whether such amove is mutually

Lackof

major hurdlein the eviction of encroach-
ment of forests...

Section 17 of the
Karnataka Forest Act, 1963.

ficial. More importantly, we have to
brlng people closer to nature. Once we
about the value of for-

The joint task force is an initiative that will
help resolve suchissues. The coordination
is necessary to ensure a humanitarian

Therootof the problem isin the lackofa
jointsurvey. Even the final list of deemed
forestareas submitted to the SC has

csts they will join conservation initiatives.

Shortage of personnel has becomea
major hindrance to the and

have regular 1. We need people
for rapid response teams in elephant
conﬂxcts anti-poaching camps and in

. You will seesi
improvements in two years.

'man of -

versity board. How do you propose to

sharing and protection of endemic
?

Thave held a meeting with officials to
understand both issues. Regarding ABS,
Thave asked for adetailed report on the
reasons for non-enforcement, which
areaimed atensuring that people who
conserve biodiversity are incentivised.
ch.’m ‘tleti itgo. Steps will be taken to
lem

Source: Deccan Herald, p.9, Oct. 10, 2023
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Understanding the flora of the Western
Ghats made easier with a pictorial manual

The recently launched Forest Trees of Central Western Ghats - A Pictorial Field Manual helps to understand and conserve flora found in the Karnataka region of the Western Ghats

Yemen S.
BENGALURU

xtreme  weather
events such as cy-
clones, sudden

floods, and heatwaves
have been lashing different
regions of India over the
last few years. In 2021, the
Indian Institute of Sciences
(IISc) cautioned that by

2050 parts of the Western
Ghats would be lost
to harsh climatic
conditions.

Amid concerns about
climate change and its im-
pact on the Sahyadri
mountain range, biologists
and nature lovers have
come up with a pictorial
manual to help identify,
understand, and conserve
the vast flora found in the
Karnataka region of the
Western Ghats.

Center for Urban Ecolo-
gy, Biodiversity, Evolution,
and Climate Change (CU-
BEC), at Jain (Deemed-to-
be) University, along with
the Karnataka State Medi-
cinal Plants Authority, re-
cently launched the book
Forest Trees of Central
Western Ghats - A Pictorial
Field Manual.

Written by Dr. G Rama-
chandra Rao, Associate
Professor, CUBEC, Dr. TV.
Ramachandra, Vishnu D.
Mukri, and Dr. M.D. Sub-
ash Chandran, the book
elaborates on the habitat,
ecology, and conservation
aspects of the Western
Ghats for students, scien-
tists, forest staff and nature
lovers.

A field manual
According to the pictorial
manual, the Western
Ghats, on account of its ex-
ceptional biodiversity cou-
pled with the serious
threat of depletion, is con-
sidered one of the 36 glo-
bal biodiversity hotspots.
It harbors over 4,000
species of flowering plants
(40% endemics), 330 spe-
cies of butterflies (1% en-

Lophopetalu‘m wightianum.

demics), 156 species of
reptiles (62% endemics),
508 species of birds (4%
endemics), 120 species of
mammals (12% endemics),
135 species of amphibians
(75% endemics) and 289
species of fishes (41%
endemics).

Speaking to The Hindu,
Dr. G. Ramachandra Rao
said that the pictorial ma-
nual was developed based
on floristic studies in the
Uttara Kannada, Shiva-
mogga, and other Western
Ghats districts of Karnata-
ka.

“The field manual has

been developed keeping in
mind the primary role
of trees in maintaining the
ecosystem and the need to
know the tree flora of the
Western Ghats so as to con-
serve the Ghat ecosystem,”
he said.

“It delves into selected
forest trees, representing
different forest types from
evergreen to dry decidu-
ous, and diverse habitats
from Myristica swamps to
rocky terrain. The trees
portrayed in the manual
have been chosen for their
representativeness of eco-
systems, their ecological

Voteria indica: 1) Tree, 2) Leafy branches with flowers, 3) Flower, 4)
Flowering branch, 5) Frusts. 6) Seeds with cotyledon.

English name:

Bark smooth,

near fea base.

Ovary 3-celled.
Seeds large

avenue tree.

Uses: The tree
varrish. The

/ Botanical name: Vateria indica L A\
Family: Oipterocarpacede

Kannada name: $aal Dhoopa, Chandalika

indian Copal tree

Field Idontification: Largs trees with straight bole in il

grey, exudes gummy resinous sap on injury.

Branches clothed with hoary steflate hairs. Petioles inflated

Botanical description: Leaves aliemate, up 10 24 x 15 cm,
ovate or ellptic-oblong, apex acute, cordate or rounded at
base, lateral nerves prominent beneath, marked above.
Flowers 1 19 cm across, white, fragrant, in_ terminal
panicles. Petals 5.

Stamens numerous; anthers nearly sessile.
Fruit 3 capsule, 26 ¢m long. Ovod, brownish,

Habitat: Very rare in wild, mostly found in evergreen 1o semi-
overgroen sacrod groves and undisturbed forest. Planted 35

produces Indian dammer which s  valuable
seeds yield 3 vegetable butter known as

‘Malabar tallow’, used for manufacture of candles and s0dps.
Hanuman Langur and other wild animals feed on the folage.

Niigin Langur on leaf and frult. Bonnet Macaque feed on
fruits. Homnbils favor the tree for nesting.

Distribution in Uttara Kannada

An image from the book on how to indentify na Endemic Vateria indica tree flowering branch.

roles in the system, and for

their endemism and
rarity.”
Keeping it simple

According to Dr. Rao, flo-
ristic works in the past
have been hard for stu-

Source: The Hindu, p.9, Oct. 13, 2023

dents and laypeople to
understand.

“Classical floristic works
such as the Flora of Presi-
dency of Bombay by
Cooke T., Flora of Karnata-
ka by C. J. Saldanha, and
many more are generally

descriptive with complex
scientific terminology.
They predominantly rely
on floral and fruit charac-
teristics and other subtle
characters to distinguish
closely related species.”
“Amateur nature enthu-

siasts, students, and field
workers often find it diffi-
cult to use such floristic
works in the field despite
their great benefits.

Hence our focus here is
on cashier field identifica-
tion techniques based on
more obvious, morpholog-

ical, and vegetative charac-
ters, represented
pictorially.”

The manual contains 131
forest tree species which
are pictorially grouped
based on easily identifiable
morphological characters.
Photographs  of  bark,
twigs, leaves, flowers,

fruits, seeds, etc., are pro-

Dipterocarpus indicus-Kulunde
kan.

vided for easier identifica-
tion. Additionally, details
of tree phenology, ecology,
and threat status along
with taluk-wise distribu-
tion of tree species (in Ut-
tara Kannada district) are
provided.

“While we have tried to
cover as many trees as pos-
sible, this is not an exhaus-
tive manual. Many tree
species have been exclud-
ed due to unavoidable rea-
sons. However, this ma-
nual gives reasonable
assistance in the identifica-
tion of a large number of
trees from this region, par-
ticularly from wetter low
to mid-altitude forest,” Dr.

Rao said.

A 10-year long journey
Dr. Rao joined I1Sc as he, in
his own words, “always
wanted to work in the for-
est” and the institution
gave him the opportunity.
He travelled across the
Western Ghats spending
several days in the forest
areas over the last 15
years.

“I started understand-
ing the diversity of the
Western Ghats and also
wanted to understand how
the forest functions. So, I
started investigation, and
did PhD on undisturbed
and disturbed forests,” he
said.

Somewhere  around
2012, he started writing
the book along with the
others. It took about 10
years to be completed.

Book for free

The book is being made
available for free. It’s not
on sale for a reason, says
Dr. Rao. “As we completed
the book, we decided that
we did not want to sell the
book for a price but give it
away to nature lovers. We
understand how difficult it
is for people to identify the
forest.”

“Every year there are
new guards, foresters, and
other staff appointed by
the Karnataka Forest De-
partment, who know very
little about the forest and
cannot afford to buy a
book or manual to under-
stand it. Considering our
motive, the Karnataka
State Medicinal Plants
Authority came forward to
publish the book,” Dr. Rao
explained.

The book is available for
free at Forest Department
offices across the State.
The manual is also availa-
ble online on the IISc
website.

“This is our small con-
tribution to the world of
forests and the Western
Ghats,” said Dr. Rao.
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Decentralisation

Karnataka accepts panel recommendation on OBC
quota in local polls despite HC reservations

The Justice K Bhaktavatsala commission recommended a 33% quota stating that many communities
under the OBC categories A and B are socially and politically backward.

Karnataka’s Congress government has accepted three recommendations of the Justice K
Bhaktavatsala commission, which was constituted by the BJP government to look at caste
numbers in the state to decide on reservation for Other Backward Classes in urban local body
polls.

One of the recommendations was to provide 33 per cent reservations in urban local body polls
for OBCs and the previous government accordingly reserved seats for the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike. The reservation was, however, rejected by the Karnataka High Court as
being “unscientific”.

“The Justice K Bhaktavatsala Commission report of the Backward Classes Department made
recommendations for giving political representation in the light of a Supreme Court order. The
commission made recommendations for reservation in panchayat raj and urban local bodies.
Out of the five recommendations made by the commission, three have been accepted,” Law
Minister H K Patil said after a cabinet meeting on Thursday.

One of the accepted recommendations is to “continue to provide the policy of political
reservation of one third, that is 33 per cent, of total seats in the ensuing urban and local body
elections in favour of OBCs as per the present classification of OBCs as backward classes—
Category A and Category B”, the minister said

The aggregate of reservation of seats of SC/ST and backward classes shall not exceed 50 per
cent of total seats, the cabinet has decided.

“There may be a confusion that if it is 33 per cent for OBC, together with SC/ST (18 per cent)
it will go over 50 per cent. In practice and law, it is said that whatever is the SC/ST portion—
in proportion to the population—then that minus 50 per cent will be the backward classes
quota,” the minister said.

The other recommendations accepted by the cabinet are “to consider providing reservation of
office of mayor and deputy mayor in BBMP in favour of persons of backward classes” and “to
bring all urban and local body elections under the control of DPAR (Department of Personnel
and Administrative Reforms)”.

The Justice Bhaktavatsala commission was constituted to adhere to the Supreme Court
prescribed “triple test” norms to reserve constituencies for Other Backward Classes. The
commission submitted a report on the quota requirement on July 21, 2002, a day before a
Supreme Court hearing on a nearly two-year delay in conducting the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike polls in Bengaluru and on the issue of OBC reservation.

The government fixed the OBC quota for the Bengaluru civic body at 33 per cent of the 243
seats on the basis of the report provided by the commission headed by Justice Bhaktavatsala,
formerly of Karnataka High Court, to then chief minister Basavaraj Bommai.

The reservations were challenged in the high court and on September 30, 2022, the court ruled
that the government reserved 33 per cent of seats for Other Backward Classes in the BBMP



council on the basis of “imaginary data”. It quashed an August 16, 2022, notification for the
BBMP quota matrix.

The commission referred to data for urban and local body elections held in 1996, 2001, 2010
and 2015 to conclude that a large number of castes and communities “who come under the
Category- A and B of Other Backward Classes are still socially and politically backward” and
that “providing reservation of 1/3 rd (33%)” is necessary.

The commission also concluded that 44.40 per cent of the total population of the state
(including minorities) belonged to OBCs but this was ruled as being “not based on any
empirical data” by the high court last year.

“The Commission was required to conduct a rigorous investigation into the pattern of
backwardness that acts as a barrier to political participation, which is indeed quite different
from patterns of disadvantages in the matter of access to education or employment. Such an
exercise is not forthcoming from the report submitted by the Commission of Enquiry, nor any
material is placed by the State Government that the Commission of Enquiry had conducted
such an enquiry or the report was based on the empirical data furnished by the State
Government,” the court said on September 30, 2022.

“The Commission was required to find out which of the communities are backward in the local
bodies across the State of Karnataka on the basis of empirical data and thereafter opine that
providing reservation of 33% of total seats in favour of OBCs including the minorities in the
local bodies is justifiable,” the court said. “The conclusion that large numbers of castes and
communities come under the category of A and B of other backward classes and that they are
still socially and politically backward is alleged to be based on the data pertaining to urban and
local body elections held in the State of Karnataka in the year 1996, 2001, 2010 and 2015.”

“The conclusion that 44% of the state population consists of backward classes including
minorities is imaginary and the same is contrary to the triple test enumerated in the case of K
Krishnamurthy (by the Supreme Court),” the court further said.

The commission, however, recommended only 33 per cent OBC reservation in urban and local
body polls. It also recommended the government “consider providing reservation of office of
the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor in BBMP in favour of persons belonging to Other Backward
Classes”.

Source: The Indian Express, Page 3., Oct. 7, 2023. Retrieved from
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/bangalore/karnataka-obc-
quota-local-polls-hc-reservations-8972599/
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Governance

Universal social security: Gig workers deserve better

KATHYAYINI CHAMARAJ

newbreed ofworkers, delivering food
andgroceryitemsor providing couri-
rservices, has gainedvisibilityinour
cities as they snake in and out of trafﬁc on
their heel ar
goods ‘within half an hour'—these are the
gigorplatformworkers. Governmentsare
mking notice of therisks they face, prompt-
ing Karnataka to introduce an insurance
scheme offering Rs 2 lakh life insurance,
another '7I1Irh' i Ideath,and

vate commercial transport workers by
(he Board However (h|s raises concerns.

kersr
oftheirdemise? Whatabout essential ben-
efits like health care, sickness, unemploy-
ment, family/child support, and pensions
during their lifetime? Presumably, they
will have to navigate separate schemes
with distinct eligibility criteria,

The Unorganised Workers' Social Se-
curity (UWSS) Act of 2008, under which
e Board has been constituted, aimed to
provide universal social security to every
unorganised worker and provide all nine
benefits prescribed by the ILO. However,
due to its several inherent deficiencies,
it has struggled to gain traction and has
ined a non-starter. According to the

excluding them.

The fragmented nature of schemes be-
comes more apparent if one were to con-
sider the ed assistance under the

some coverage for hospi an

Private C ial Transport Workers'

estimated two lakh gig workersin thestate.
Thisisto beimplemented by the Karna-
taka State Unorganised Workers'Social Se-
curityBoard (henceforward Board). While
commendable, this initiative reflects the
lungmdmgmsueursecmr—spmﬁc frag-
hinderdecades-long
efforts to provide universal social security
for the 93% unorganised workers.
The gig-workers’ insurance scheme

Accident Benefit Scheme: educational
assistance of Rs 10,000 per annum is giv-
en to a maximum of two children of the
driver, only if he suffers accidental death
or permanent disablement. But there is
no scholarship for his children if he is still
aliveand '\ble—bodled Slmllarly gig-work-
ers’childrenlacksct t herwhen

Board’s website, after 14 years of its con-
stitution, only4,30,198 registered workers
have availed lhemselves of sector- speclﬁc

93% of unorg;mlscd workers is daunnng.

whicl

clear and

ing the UPA's tenure
i ion criteria: to be ex-

ithave notbeen exploredatall. The Karna-
taka government plans to fund the entire

cluded were onlytwo categoriesof workers:
(i) workers already covered by the existing

charge on vehicle registrations, and there
is only a proposal to tax the aggregators/
employersin the future.

The Madhya Pradesh Unorganised
Workers Welfare (MP) Act of 2003 offers
an effective model for raising resources to
fund universal socml secunty mandating

PF and ESIC sch: ; and (ii) self-em-
ployed and other workers who pay income
tax and are relatively better-off. All others
were to be covered without restrictions on
sectors, limits on wages, the number of
workersinan esrablishmem etc, to make

The Covid lockdnwn highlighted the

ofth iplicity of pi 1, varied,and
confusingschemes.

In this regard, the National Advisory
Council under the UPA government had
also projected that if a worker contributes
Rs1,000 per year from the entry age of 20
years and the employer and government
match the contribution equally, the accu-
mulated amount in her name at age 60
would be Rs 7,41,420, which would yield a
monthly pensionof Rs 5,684and anannual
pension ofRs68,208. Witha 50%stepped-

schemes,

At this rate of registration of workers for
a few benefits, it would take roughly 400
years to cover all 1.2 crore unorganised
workers in the state and more than 1,000
years to give them all nine social security
heneﬁts prescnbed bythe ILO.

ures are being mtmduccd when there is

the worker s alive or after his death, while
constructionworkers'children getscholar-

no requi under the UWSS Act to
formulate schemes sector-wise. This may
be due to the assumption that financing

cess. The
MP Act also mandates additional cesses
on various state-level taxes and royalties
to provide the government’s contribution
to a single social security fund: in addition
10 a tax on certain motor vehicles, a duty
on transfer of property, a welfare cess on
- thesaleorsupplyof forest produce, royalty
on certain minor minerals, and a welfare
cess on notified agricultural produce are
imposed.
To achieve universal coverage of social

precari 93% "ganise
workforce, emphamsmg the urgent need
for universal social security. A universal

h beachieved without contri-
butions fromworkers,employers, and gov-
ernments. The government’scontribution
isalso essential to make up for those work-
ersin theunorganised sector who may not
beabletocontributeatall. There isaneed
tofor

yfive

ly pensionwould be as highas Rs17,800.
Since the Union’s Social Security Code
2020, which will subsume the UWSS Act,
has yel tosay anythmg about all this, 1( isa
tunityfor] Kar k mm.—

Actfor i
unorganised workers’ social security with
allbenefits builtinand providea model for
e

allnineILOsocial security beneﬁtsthmugh

ountry.

(The writer is the Executive Trustee of

mirrors one already put in place for pri-

ships from pre-school to post-graduation.

universal social security in one o for all

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 7, Oct.9, 2023

asingle contribution by worker, employer,
securitv.the National AdvisorvCouncil dur- d ingle fundand

Automated Plan Approval system to approve
plans to construct houses in Bengaluru

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The government will soon
introduce a hassle-free Au-
tomated Plan Approval
(APA) system to approve
building plans for house
construction on plots mea-
suring up to 50x60 sqft in
the city, said Deputy Chief
Minister and Bengaluru
Development Minister D.K.
Shivakumar.

To be eligible for the
new system, property ow-
ners, who are building
homes, have to get the plan
drawn up by empanel-
led architects. After ready-
ing the plan, they should
upload the document into
the system, which would
automatically approve the
plan after checking the
documents. The Bruhat

To be eligible for the new system, property owners, who are
building homes, have to get the plan drawn up by empanelled
architects. FILE PHOTO

Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like (BBMP) has been asked
to devise the system to im-
plement the scheme, Mr.
Shivakumar said.

The new system is being
brought in with the aim of

reducing corruption, as
the property owners
would be required only to
pay the fixed fees for ap-
proval and would not have
to visit BBMP offices. Mr.
Shivakumar said this

Source: The Hindu, P.1, Oct. 10, 2023.

To plug property tax
leakage, government
all set to link BBMP
property with UPOR
databases

would bring in more tran-
sparency. However, it is to
home builders on sites
measuring up to 50x60
sqft and not to builders
constructing apartments.

Boosting tax revenue

To boost revenue from pro-
perty tax, Mr. Shivakumar
said the government was
contemplating introducing
a new system to replace
the Self Assessment of Pro-
perty Tax Scheme. He said
Bengaluru has the poten-
tial to collect three times
more than what it is cur-
rently earning. At present

the civic body collects an
average of ¥3,000 crore in
property tax annually. Mr.
Shivakumar alleged that
owners are cheating the
BBMP by declaring less
property as against actual.

As part of this measure,
the State government will
issue digital property doc-
uments to property own-
ers in the city after survey-
ing the properties. The
Survey, Settlement, and
Land Records Department
is already conducting a sur-
vey of properties under Ur-
ban Property Ownership
Records (UPOR). BBMP
Chief Commissioner Tush-
ar Giri Nath, talking to The
Hindu, said UPOR data will
be interlinked with BBMP’s
data base, and this will
help devise the new tax
system.

CIVIC-Bangalore and a life member of the
rid  Social Securitv Association of India.)
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Genderpaygap: Itsre

Businesses and
policymakers can
take proactive
stepstoaddress
the problem, writes
AnshumanDas

ver thelast four decades, India has
seen low levels of women’s labour force
participation, with gaps of nearly 40%
between the proportions of men and
womenin the labour force. Cov-
id-19-induced lock-downs had a signif-
icantimpact on the global economy.

It greatly affected the labour market,
with many businesses implementing
pay freezes and rising unemployment,
economicinactivity, and redundancies.

One of the main consequences is
exacerbating pre-existing inequal-
ities, particularly those related to
gender. Women’s employment has
suffered disproportionately, resulting
inwomen being furloughed or losing
their jobs, especially those who work
insectors hit hardest by the economic
downturn.

The World Economic Forum (WEF)
recently ranked India at 135 out of 146
countries inits Global Gender Gap
(GGG) Index for 2022. According to
the World Inequality Report 2022
estimates, men earn 82% of the labour
income in India, whereas women earn
18%.

The long-term economic and social
consequences of this can be severe.
With the widening of inequality, there
isan urgent need for further research
to understand the extent of the issue
and identify potential solutions to re-
verse the impact of gender pay parity.

Covid-19 and women's jobs
The lock-downs immediately impacted
women, with 37.1% losing jobs

(compared to 27.7% for men) between
April 2020 and April 2021, as per

data from the Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE). It has been
observed that women’s employment
recovery has been slower. With the
increased load of unpaid household
work, women struggle to find time for
office work between household chores
and care-giving responsibilities, lead-
ingtoincreased stress and eventually
quitting paid work.

As per the data from CMIE, even in
January 2022, women’s labour force
participation was 9.4% lower than in
January 2020, compared to 1.6% for
men. The number of employed rural
women experienced a steep initial dip,
from 29.8 million in March 2020 to
17.8 millionin April 2020, by 40.2%
versus 25.5% for rural men. On the oth-
er hand, urban female employment fell
from11.8 million in March 2020 t0 8.3
million in April 2020, thatis, by 29.2%,
versus 32.4% for men.

During the pandemic, gender pay
disparities in technology, healthcare,
and financial services have significant-
ly widened, compounding existing
inequities in these industries.

Analysis of gender pay gaps
Despite notable progress in closing
the gender pay gap over timein India,
the gap remains high by international
standards. As per the labour force sur-
vey data of the National Sample Survey
Office (NSSO), Indian women earned,
on average, 48% less than their male
counterpartsin 1993-94. Since then,
the gap has declined to 28% in 2018-19.

The pandemicreversed decades
of progress, as preliminary estimates
from the Periodic Labour Force Sur-
vey (PLFS) 2020-21show anincrease
in the gap by 7% between 2018-19 and
2020-21. The data further suggests
thata faster decline in female wages
during the pandemic contributed to
this decline, contrasted with a faster
growthinmale wages.

The International Labour Organ-
ization (ILO) estimates that women,
on average, continue to be paid about
20% less than men worldwide.

This data highlights a significant
disparity in salary growth and career
progression between genders, which
can have long-term consequences for
women’s financial stability and eco-

nomic independence. These findings
underscore the need for continued
efforts to address gender inequality in
the workplace and ensure that women
have equal opportunities for career
advancement and fair compensation.

According to a report by the World
Economic Forum (2022), in India,
the share of women legislators, senior
officials, and managers increased
from 14.6% to 17.6%, and the share of
women as professional and technical
workers grew from 29.2% to 32.9%.
The gender parity score for estimated
earned income has improved.

Underlying reasons

In India, women are predominantly
in the informal sector and choose
home-based employment options
that allow them to balance domestic
duties. The reasons are the prevail-
ing sociocultural factors, including
the increased burden of unpaid
domestic work, exacerbated gen-
der-based skill and educational gaps,
digitalilliteracy, mobility restric-
tions, and the lack of institutional
supportatworkplaces.

Women are often paid less than men
for the same job and marginalisedin
leadership roles which offer greater
compensationand job security. The
gender pay gap has persisted in finance
and insurance consulting, healthcare,
and transportation industries.

Source: Deccan Herald, P.13, Oct. 10, 2023.

Expected policy changes

Gender pay gaps are notjustanissue
of fairness butalso have economic im-
plications. A report by the Mc Kinsey
Global Institute found that closing
gender pay gaps could add $12 trillion
to global GDP by 2025.

Steps that businesses and poli-
cymakers can take to address the
probleminclude
= Implementing equal pay policies
m Promoting flexible working arrange-
ments
m Providing training and development
opportunities for women.

By taking proactive steps to address
gender pay gaps, businesses and
policymakers can help create more
equitable workplaces. Governments
can provide support through gen-
der-sensitive job-creation plans to
expand women’s employment in the
public and micro, small, and medium
enterprise sectors and incentivise
women’s entrepreneurship.

Additionally, investing in women’s
resources and upskilling them for
leadership roles can help bridge the
gender gap in higher-paying positions.
Organisations can create a more
diverse and inclusive workforce by
empowering women to advance in
their careers.

(The author is the CEO of a human
resource firm




3.21 lakh appeals pending with
Information Commissions: report

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

More than three lakh ap-
peals and complaints are
pending in 27 State Infor-
mation Commissions
across the country and the
backlog has been steadily
increasing, according to a
new report.

Of the 3,21,537 pending
appeals, the maximum
number was reported in
Maharashtra (1,15,524) fol-
lowed by  Karnataka
(41,047). Tamil Nadu de-
clined to provide the
information.

The ‘Report Card on the
Performance of Informa-
tion Commissions in India,
2022-23 said that the 2019
assessment had found that
as of March 31 that year, a
total of 2,18,347 appeals/
complaints were pending
in the 26 Information Com-
missions from which data
was obtained, which
climbed to 2,86,325 as of

Case backlog

The time taken to dispose a complaint filed was computed
using the average monthly disposal rate and the pendency

Information Commission Estimated time for disposal

West Bengal 24 years and 1 month
Chhattisgarh 4 years and 4 months
Maharashtra 4 years

Arunachal Pradesh

2 years and 11 months

Odisha 2 years and 7 months

Madhya Pradesh 1year and 11 months

Karnataka 1year and 11 months _
Telangana 1year and 7T months ]
Kerala 1year

Himachal Pradesh 1year

June 30, 2021 and then
crossed three lakh as of
June 30, 2022,

Many defunct

Four Information Commis-
sions — Jharkhand, Telan-
gana, Mizoram and Tripura
— are defunct as no new In-
formation Commissioners
were appointed upon in-

DATA: SATARK NAGRIK SANGATHAN

cumbents demitting office.
Six Information Commis-
sions are currently head-
less — the Central Informa-
tion Commission, and the
State Information Commis-
sions of Manipur, Chhattis-
garh, Maharashtra, Bihar,
and Punjab.

The report has been
compiled based on the per-

Source: The Hindu, P.14, Oct. 12, 2023.

formance of Information
Commissions across the
country, and on informa-
tion accessed under the
Right to Information (RTT)
Act by the Satark Nagrik
Sangathan (SNS), a citit-
zens’ group working to
promote transparency and
accountability in
governance.

October 12, 2023 marks
18 years of implementation
of the RTI Act in India.

The report says that
2,20,382 appeals and com-
plaints were registered bet-
ween July 1, 2022 and June
30, 2023 by the 28 Informa-
tion Commissions for
whom relevant informa-
tion was available.

During the same time
period, 2,14,698 cases were
disposed of by 29 Informa-
tion Commissions for
which information could
be obtained. Under the RTI
law, Information Commis-
sions are the final appellate
authority.
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Shakti: This Dasara,
KSRTC foresees five lakh
daily commuters

To ensure hassle-free travel and cater to the demand, the Mysuru division of KSRTC has mobilised

nearly 350 additional buses for operations from October 15

DASARA

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

oreknowing a big
Fjump in passenger

load when the city
hosts the famous Dasara
celebrations starting this
Sunday, the management
of Karnataka State Road
Transport Corporation
(KSRTC) in Mysuru has
projected the commuter
numbers may touch five
lakhs from the current 3.75
lakh daily because of Shak-
ti - the scheme that offers
free rides for women in
State transport buses.

To ensure hassle-free
travel and cater to the de-
mand triggered by Dasara,
the Mysuru KSRTC division
has mobilised nearly 350
additional buses to operate
from October 15 till the
month-end, expecting hea-
vy rush of travelers.

“We are certain the rush
will go up substantially be-

cause of free travel. In ad-
dition to 1,000-plus buses,
we shall be running an ex-
tra 350 buses on various
routes to handle the rush.
If the demand soars, we
may have to bring buses
from depots in other dis-
tricts. The division is fully
prepared to manage the
Dasara rush,” said Division-
al Controller G. Srinivas.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Mr Srinivas said additional
drivers and conductors are
also being deployed ac-
cordingly from neighbour-
ing districts for operating
extra buses, including Sa-
rige, Rajahamsa, Aira-
vatha, and other types of
buses. Preparations are be-
ing done accordingly as the
passenger load to Mysuru
city appears to break the
2022 traffic because of
Shakti.

Usually, Mysuru divi-
sion, with the support
from Mandya and Chama-
rajanagar KSRTC divisions,
used to increase its fleet
during Mysuru Dasara to

‘We are certain the rush will go up substantially because of the free travel, says Divisional Controller G. Srinivas. FILE PHOTO

meet the rush of commu-
ters.

This year, with Shakti in
place and the rush, was go-
ing to be more than the
previous years because of
the free rides, the division
consulted districts such as
Hassan and Chikmagalur
divisions besides Mandya
and Chamarajnagar for
borrowing buses for aug-
menting the special Dasara
operations.

In July and August
months, the average daily
passenger load was 3.75 to
3.80 lakh. However, in Sep-
tember, the load had mod-
erately dropped with 3.55
lakh passengers travelling
daily. With the start of Sh-
ravana, the number of
commuters increased with
a series of festivals ahead.

To Bengaluru alone, the
division runs about 300
trips, including luxury and
premium services. The
schedules will certainly go
up during Mysuru Dasara.
The division has nine
depots.

Source: The Hindu, P.6, Oct. 13, 2023.

An average of 80 lakh a
day was the amount the di-
vision was spending for op-
erating the free rides and
the same was being sought
for reimbursement from
the government. Shakti
rides were costing around
%24 to 25 crore a month to
the KSRTC in the Mysuru
division.

It is indeed a challenge
for the division to operate
the intra-city services with
passenger load crossing
100 per cent and the num-
ber of commuters continu-
ing to rise.

Almost all buses operat-
ed by the division were
running full; some were
running exceeding their
carrying capacity to deal
with the rush of passen-
gers, especially women
travellers.

The city bus terminus
will witness a record traffic
to Chamundi Hills and
Brindavan Gardens during
Dasara. The buses to the
tourist sites usually run
full.



‘Swavalambane’
launched to support
women-owned

businesses

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

NSRCEL, the incubation
arm of IIM-Bangalore, in
collaboration with the
Karnataka State Rural Li-
velihood Promotion So-
ciety (KSRLPS), has
launched the ‘Swavalam-
bane’ programme to scale
and support women-
owned non-farm business-
es in rural Karnataka.

The programme aims
to scale existing women-
led microbusinesses
across Karnataka’s tier-2
and tier-3 landscapes, by
providing them with ac-
cess to a support ecosys-
tem and larger markets,
and to help them become
financially sustainable and

generate local
employment.
Currently, the pro-

gramme is bringing to-
gether 150 rural women
entrepreneurs under one
roof and providing them
networking opportuni-
ties, taking their stories
to larger audiences, and
assisting them with finan-
cial support for business
growth and success.

The programme is sup-
ported by the National Ru-
ral Livelilhood Mission
(NRLM) under the Nation-
al Rural Economic Trans-

formation Project, funded
by the World Bank.

Commenting on the
launch, Anand Sri Ga-
nesh, CEO of NSRCEL
said, “Karnataka’s entre-
preneurial landscape is re-
nowned for its tech-led in-
novation and incredible
grassroots entrepreneur-
ship. Areas like silk, toys,
jewellery, and food pro-
ducts have global recogni-
tion. Women have been
the driving force behind
this”

“The Swavalambane
programme catalyses the
growth of these women
entrepreneurs by facilitat-
ing access to resources,
funds, skill development,
mentorship, and network-
ing opportunities. In part-
nership with The National
and State Livelihood Mis-
sions, we will build a
methodology that can be
replicated across the
country to support the de-
velopment of a robust en-
trepreneurial ecosystem
for economic growth,” he
added.

The objectives of the
programme also include
offering support for the
enterprises to become
formal and legal entities
and also increasing reve-
nue by 15% for each enter-
prise.

Source: The Hindu, P.6, Oct. 13, 2023.
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Social Issues

Caste census necessary to remove
inequities in society: Siddaramaiah

Caste system prevails in the country. Economic, social, and political status of different castes after 76 years of
Independence should be known to take up poverty alleviation programmes, says Chief Minister

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

irmly rejecting the
F charge that caste

census would divide
society, Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah on Saturday
said the caste surveys were
needed to remove social,
economic and political
inequities.

When his attention was
drawn to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s reported
opposition to the caste
census, Mr Siddaramaiah
said the economic, social,
and political status of diffe-
rent castes in the country
after 76 years of Indepen-
dence should be known to
take up poverty alleviation
programmes and ensure
equality in society.

“Caste system prevails
in the country. There is a
need to gather data on the
status of different castes on
social, economic and polit-
ical scale so that everybody

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah speaking to reporters at the airportin
Mysuru on Saturday. M.A. SRIRAM

is brought to the main-
stream,” he said, while res-
ponding to queries from
reporters at the airport in
Mysuru on Saturday.

When asked if the caste
census was dividing socie-
ty, Mr Siddaramaiah re-
plied with an emphatic no.
“No, definitely not,” he
remarked.

He sought to question
Mr. Modi’s rhetoric on in-
clusive growth. Referring

to the Prime Minister’s oft-
repeated slogan of ‘Sab Ka
Saath, Sab Ka Vikas’, Mr.
Siddaramaiah said the BJP
does not give ticket to Mus-
lims to contest elections
and wondered how they
can achieve inclusive
growth by ignoring the
community.

He said the BJP’s actions
do not tally with their
statements.

With regard to the fate

Source: The Hindu, P.6., Oct. 8, 2023.

Study done in
2014-15 not
caste census:
Bommai

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Former Chief Minister and
BJP leader Basavaraj Bom-
mai has claimed that what
was conducted in Karnata-
ka in 2014-15 was “not
caste census.”

Asked about the release
of the caste census report
at Hubballi, Mr. Bommai
claimed a “study of social
and economic condition of
the people” had been or-
dered in 2014-15, and
nowhere was it mentioned
that it was a caste census.

of the caste census con-
ducted in Karnataka dur-
ing his earlier regime as

Chief Minister, Mr. Siddara-
maiah said former Chief
Minister H.D. Kumaraswa-
my, who became the Chief
Minister in 2018, refused to
accept the report when the
then Chairman of Karnata-
ka’s Permanent Backward
Classes Commission Kan-
tharaj came forward to
submit it.

“Now, we have a diffe-
rent chairman. I have told
him to submit the report,”
he said adding that the pre-
sent chairman of the com-
mission Jayaprakash
Hegde was planning to
submit the report in No-
vember this year.

With regard to the de-
mand for creation of a sep-
arate category for most
backward classes, Mr. Sid-
daramaiah said the govern-
ment cannot create such a
separate category without
a report from the Commis-
sion. “We will look into it
after the report [caste cen-
sus] is submitted,” he said.



Caste survey data in cold storage

Karnataka’s caste census has not been accepted because of political compulsions

STATE OF PLAY

Sharath S. Srivatsa

he publication of the
T caste survey data by

the Bihar government
has had a ripple effect in Kar-
nataka, with the focus now on
the Congress government’s
move to accept and release
the State’s socio-economic
and educational survey report
that was finalised in 2018.

The survey, conducted by
the Karnataka State Backward
Classes Commission and pop-
ularly called the caste census,
has been caught in a political
crossfire for over five years
now. The Veerashaiva/Lin-
gayats and Vokkaligas (the
land-owning and politically
powerful communities that
have for decades held a grip
on power in the State) insist
that the results not be pu-
blished, while a large number
of backward communities,
without political representa-
tion so far, want it to see the
light of the day.

If published, the survey
outcome could alter the pow-
er equations in Karnataka be-
sides impacting the backward
classes reservation matrix. It
is estimated that about 200 of
the most backward communi-
ties, that have had no political
representation so far, could
benefit from the move. With
the term of the commission’s
chairman ending in Novem-
ber, the report is expected to
be submitted soon.

Conducted in 2016, a first
since the last census held in
1931, the survey has not been
submitted to the government
since the report was finalised
in 2018. Successive govern-
ments, including the previous
Congress government led by
Siddaramaiah during whose
term the census was conduct-
ed, have dithered on accept-

Karnataka

ing the report fearing a politi-
cal backlash from the
Vokkaligas and Veerashaiva/
Lingayats. Of the 23 Karnataka
Chief Ministers, 16 have been
from the two communities,
and only five, including the in-
cumbent Chief Minister, have
belonged to Other Backward
Classes.

A selective leak of data from
the census revealed that the
population of Lingayats and
Vokkaligas stood at 14% and
11%, respectively, as opposed
to the general perception that
itis higher. It was feared that if
published and authenticated,
this data could possibly re-
duce the influence of these
groups in the political sphere.

Previous narrative
An earlier narrative stated that
the report could not be sub-
mitted to the previous Con-
gress government as the com-
mission’s secretary had not
affixed his signature. Hence it
had become clear that the go-
vernment, which had asked
for the report, did not want to
head into the 2018 Assembly
elections by antagonising the
two communities.
Representatives from the
two communities have termed
the 162 crore-worth census
exercise unscientific and unre-
liable. They claim that the
questionnaires were “mislead-
ing” and “aimed at dividing
the communities into subsects
to deliberately bring down
numbers.”

Interestingly,  Vokkaligas
and Veerashaiva/Lingayats al-
so figure in the OBC list,
though their inclusion has
been a contested issue. In the
late 1970s, Chief Minister D.
Devaraj Urs introduced the
OBC reservation in which Vok-
kaligas found a place based on
the L.G. Havanur Commission
report. In subsequent de-
cades, though the T. Venkatas-
wamy Commission did not in-
clude the two communities in
the OBC list, the Janata go-
vernment headed by Ramak-
rishna Hegde drew a separate
list adding the communities to
it in 1986. In 1994, the Con-
gress government headed by
M. Veerappa Moily also includ-
ed both these communities in
the backward classes reserva-
tion list despite the O. Chin-
nappaa Reddy Commission
dropping them from the list in
1988.

Call for results

However, those favouring the
publication of the new report
have pointed out that the high-
er population narrative set by
the two communities was
based on the projected popu-
lation from 1931.

They argue that the current
list of backward classes was
last drawn up in 1994, and re-
quires re-categorisation based
on the survey outcome. The
commission needs to review
the list, remove communities
that have become ineligible,
and add those eligible once in
10 years — an exercise not un-
dertaken in three decades.

Though Mr. Siddaramaiah
has publicly asserted the need
for caste census data for better
representation and poverty al-
leviation, political compul-
sions may eventually prevail.
Government sources indicate
that the report could go into
cold storage at least until the
2024 Lok Sabha elections are
over.

Source: The Hindu, P.9., Oct. 9, 2023.
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