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Astudydonein
Bidar and Raichur
shows better
agricultural
productivity for the
farmers who use
weather advisory
services, writes
Rishika Pardikar

uchof Indian agriculture is

carried out by small farmers

using rain-fed methods. Cli-

mate-driven variabilities like

droughtand erraticrainfall

add to thesector’s vulnera-
bility in terms of farmers'income and the
country’s food security.

However, technology offers a ray of
hope. In 2015, the Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) started providing agri-
culture-related weather advisory services
via Gramin Krishi Mausam Sewa. Termed
‘Agrometeorological Advisory Services’
(AAS), itincludes information related to
rainfall, maximum and minimum temper-
atures, humidity, wind speed and direction
and cloud cover.

This information is shared twice a week
on Tuesday and Friday through text messag-
es, mobile applications like Meghdoot, TV
and radio programmes, local newspapers
and in-person communication from officers
in the respective state agricultural depart-
ments. It also includes advice like when to
sow, crop varieties to be used, the kind and
quantity of fertiliser to be applied, when to
harvest, storage management, etc.

Anew study by Rakesh Gomaji Nan-
newar, Tejal Kanitkar and R Srikanth from
the National Institute of Advanced Studies
(NIAS), Bengaluru, shows that Gramin Kri-
shi Mausam Sewa has contributed to higher
yield in the Kharif season (June- September)
for farmers in Raichur and Bidar districts in
North Karnataka. The study was published
last month in Weather, Climate and Society,
ajournal by the American Meteorological
Society.

“The primary objective was to understand
if climate advisory services have benefitted
farmers,” said Nannewar, the lead author.

The study says yields of pigeon pea,
soybean and pearl millet were higher by 233
kg/ha, 98 kg/ha and 318 kg/ha, respectively,
for those who accessed AAS. Kharif season
is when agricultural activities depend
primarily on rainfall rather than irrigation.
For winter crops like paddy and chickpea,
the researchers found the influence of other
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inputs on crop production, such as access
toirrigation and degree of fertiliser use, is
more important, resulting in a statistically
insignificant result for the influence of AAS.
So, a question remains: how can agromet
services be made useful for winter crops, or
what other kinds of support do farmers need
during this season?

“Large public programmes like the AAS
that bring science to people in meaningful
ways can contribute significantly to meeting
developmental goals and building resilience
against climate change,” the authors say.

The study was conducted for the agricul-
tural year between 2020-2021. There were
no extreme precipitation events during
this period in the two districts. The study
controlled other factors that determine
yield, like access to inputs like fertilisers
and pesticides, access to irrigation, etc., to
ensure a uniform baseline when comparing
agricultural output between beneficiaries,
indirect beneficiaries and non-beneficiaries.

Primary production services like farming,
fishing and herding are the most vulnerable
to climate impacts. Since these sectors are
closely tied to food security as well, building
adaptation is of paramount importance.
While traditional knowledge has historically
been the dominant way of decision-making,
climate change throws a spanner in the
works with extreme events, underscoring
the need for supplementary services like
agromet advisories in climate adaptation
and resilience.

ghen

Assessing the benefits

The study quantifies the benefits of
weather-related climate services in terms of
yield improvement in a socio-economically
under-developed region, i.e. two districts in
North Karnataka.

The authors surveyed 1,000 farm house-
holds across Raichur and Bidar, where 85%
replied thatagriculture was their primary
source of income. If the respondents ac-
cessed AAS from the IMD via text messages,
TV, radio, etc., they were classified as direct
beneficiaries. Indirect beneficiaries were
those who got the information secondhand
from input dealers, cooperative societies,
other farmersin the village, agricultural
officers, etc.

Some farmers did not access AAS atall.
Overall, 73% of surveyed households report-
ed having accessed AAS. Of these, 33% said
they accessed agromet advisories directly,
41% indirectly, and 26% did not access them
atall.

The category of indirect beneficiaries
gains prominence, given the low literacy
rates in the region and the technical nature
of the weather-related information. Inter-
mediaries like officers from state agricul-
tural departments and cooperative societies
play amajor role in ensuring the informa-
tion reaches all farmers regardless of their
literacy levels.

These services are provided free of
cost and accessible more freely than paid
services by private companies. The region’s

E

economic profile (i.e., lower income levels
than other parts of Karnataka) also matters
here.

The presence of significant numbers of in-
direct beneficiaries shows that intermediar-
ies play a big role in disseminating agromet
information and that there needs to be more
investment to ensure adequate numbers of
intermediaries, like officers from the rele-
vant agriculture department and training
for all categories of intermediaries.

“While farmers use their experiences to
make decisions about sowing time, etc., the
increasing weather variability, which is only
going toincrease with higher levels of warm-
ing, means that experience is not enough
to support decision-making,” said Kanitkar,
one of the authors. She is an associate pro-
fessor at NIAS.

“How can you deal with an unprecedent-
ed problem with “traditional experience”™?
AAS, as a public good—a large public
program - that brings science to the people
in meaningful ways, therefore becomes
extremely significant to support adaptation
and build resilience in the face of increasing
weather variability and the likelihood of
extreme events,” she added.

Theauthors say they hope to conducta
similar study across all agro-climatic zones
in the country, given how the impact of
agromet services directly on yield has not
been quantified, like in this study in terms of
detail and scale.

(The author is an environment journalist)

Source
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Rain shortfall destroys crops,
upends farmers’ lives

With deficit
rainfallleading
toextensive
cropdamage,
farmersgrapple
withwidespread
lossesas they
prepare for
another season of
uncertainty

Cont i
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raditionally, Augustand Sep-

temberare the months when

the farmers of Dharwad,

Haveriand Gadag districts

in Karnataka deploy labour-
ers or harvest machines toreap green
gram, soybean, chilli, onion, maize and
cotton crops. But this year, Gangadhar
Badnikai, a farmer at Kusugal village
inDharwad, deployed a tractor on
his10 acres of land to destroy the
standing green gram crop. The plants
were withering away, with barely any
chance of revival, following the erratic
monsoon.

Pinning high hopes on a good
monsoon, Gangadhar had sowed
green gram, a 90-day crop, on his
entire field. The farmer had spent Rs
15,000 per acre on seeds, fertiliser and
labourers. But with his taluk receiving
deficit rainfall in July and August, he
was left with no other option but to
destroy the crops to minimise losses.

“In order to save my crop I have to
either drill borewells or hire water
tankers. Both of these options will cost
more than the revenue I will earn,”
says Gangadhar.

His case is not a unique one. Offi-
cials from the Karnataka Department
of Agriculture point out that they
received multiple reports of farmers
destroying green gram, groundnut,
maize and other crops in Gajendragad
and Laxmeshwar in Gadag and Shig-
gaon and Rattihalli in Haveri.

“With a heavy heart, I ran my
tractor over my maize crops. I canuse
the money I saved by not continuing
cultivation further, to buy seeds for
rabi crops,” says Gadigeppa Harijan

been declared by the state govern-
ment as severely drought-hit.

Thesituationis no different in the
Malnad region of Karnataka, where
Kodagu, Chikkamagaluru, Mysuru
and Hassan districts experienced the
highest rainfall deficit this season
(ranging from 44% in Hassan to 60%
in Kodagu and Chikkamagaluru).

India ended the 2023 monsoon
season with below-normal rainfall -
for the first time since 2018 - with the
country receiving 94% of the average
precipitation that normally occurs
between June and September. Even
though it escaped the devastation of a
of Suranagi village from Laxmeshwar full blown EI Nino, over 200 districts
taluk, Gadag. received deficient or scanty rainfall.

Among the 23 taluks of Dharwad, The deficit adversely affected south

- distl ave 0 1l “ -
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part of eastern India.
The four-month-long season ended
with the country recording a 5.6%
shortfall. The overall deficiency was
much more for the east, northwest
and southern peninsula, which saw a
60% deficit in August.

water from nearby water sources to
save the crop,” says paddy grower
Manohar Shetty from Kuppepadavu
in Dakshina Kannada. Depleting
groundwater levels due to sporadic
rain limits that option too.

Karnataka is estimated to have
suffered a loss of more than 50% of
the crop this season due to drought.
The state s likely to see crop damage
amounting to nearly 58 lakh tonnes,
which is 52% of the total food produc-
tion target for the southwest monsoon
season.

The government estimates that
crops spanning 40 lakh hectares of
the growth of saplings. The delay in land have been damaged, with paddy,
monsoon hit the transplantation of ragiand jowar being affected the
paddy seedlings and sowing. With most.
deficitrainfa » Crop loss, Page 2

Paddy cultivation suffers
Cracked paddy fields and withering
seedlings have become a common
sight in Dakshina Kannada, Udupi,
Kodagu and Chikkamagaluru as pad-
dy cultivation was particularly affected
due to erratic monsoons.

“Paddy requires good rainfall for



The June-September
monsoon delivers
nearly 75%

of India's annual
rainfall.

Long period average (LPA): According to the India Meteorological Department, the LPA is the rainfall recorded over a particular region for a given interval,
averaged over a long period. It acts as a benchmark while forecasting the quantitative rainfall for that region for a specific month or season.

Cultivation of major crops
struckin several states

Further down south, Kerala suffered a
34% rain deficit— the highest shortfall
received by any state this season.
According to Kerala Agriculture
Department sources, nearly 600 ha of
paddy cultivation areas were impacted
in Palakkad, Thrissur and Thiruva-
nanthapuram districts, striking the
livelihoods of nearly 1,100 farmers,
with crop loss estimated toamount to
about Rs nine crore.

Palakkad Karshaka (Farmers) Sama-
jam President Mani Mudhalamthodu
says there will be a drastic decline in
yield owing to lack of sufficient water,
especially for paddy crops.

Water levels of dams are at alarm-
ingly low levels, he adds. C:

Nearly This year, India

50% received below normal
of India's levels of monsoon
farmlands rainfall for the first
arerain-fed. | timein4years.

borne by commercial crops like coffee,

black pepper and coconut palm.
Coffee is cultivated on nearly

1,07,000 hain Kodagu and 90,000

hainCl udistricts.

woes is the fact that Kerala has also not
received adequate water from Tamil
Nadu as per water-sharing agree-
ments. This comes at a time when high
production costs and delays in clearing
procurement dues have already put
farmers in distress. Many have quit
cultivation, because of which paddy
cultivation in Kerala has come down
from 8.75 lakh ha during the 1970s to
justabout 1.75 lakh ha now.

In West Bengal too, paddy cultiva-
tion dropped by nearly 2.5 lakh ha due
toinadequate rainfall in the western
part of the state. The worst affected dis-
trict was Purulia, followed by Bankura

and Birbhum.

Climate vagarles will
become a norm in the
future. The government
and research institutes
should accept this and plan
accordingly. They must
concentrate on developing
crops that are climate
resilient.

TN Prakash Kammardi
former president,
Karnataka Agricultural
Price Commission

“This year, the crop is not even half
of the usual figure. We had showers
inJuly and August, but the rain was
insufficient compared to last year. This
is the time for Aaman (summer) paddy,
and we sow around June. Butout of the
sixacres of land I generally cultivate,
Thave been able to use only two acres
due to lack of rain,” says Chakradhar
Mabhato, a resident of Kalapathar
village in Purulia, around 250 km from
Kolkata.

Farmers like Mahato depend com-
pletely on monsoon rain for their crop.
“In our observations, the shortfall of
rain this year during July and August
has affected farmers in Birbhum and
Purulia. This is likely to affect over
50% of crop yield in these districts,”
says Amal Halder, West Bengal State
Committee Secretary, All India Kisan
Sabha.

Other crops affected

Beyond paddy cultivation, the deficit
rainfall has affected pulses and oilseeds
inthe east. In Karnataka, the brunt was

“Without rain, berry borer disease has
infested the coffee berries in several
plantations. Due to the scorching
temperature, the berries have turned
black. The growers could also not
apply the required fertilisers due to the

| AW
A total rainfall August
deficiency of 5.6% | recordeda
was recorded. 36% deficit.

acres, and it was on the verge of drying
up. Now, the heavy showers have dam-
aged the standing crop. I may hardly
getayield of two quintals peracre in-
stead of the expected five quintals. Jam
struggling to get back the Rs 25,000
thatIinvested in sowing the crop,”
says Mangalamurthy, a farmer from
Gadikeshwar village in Kalaburagi.

Impact onfarmers

In the absence of sufficient crop insur-
ance facilities, farmers are the worst
affected, says G V Ramanjaneyulu at
the Centre for Sustainable Agricul-

AW

18% of the country
received deficient
rainfall this year.

221

outof 717
districts had
‘deficient’ to
large deficient’,
rainfall.

Southwest
Monsoon
indifferent
regions of
India

(% of LPA)

U 1reli.able
rains

100%
Central
India
Nortl
India P,,,,,,su,a In August,
rainfall recorded
18% of the was only 64% of
country saw the long period
deficient rainfall average
Deficient Excess e
inflation. But consequent a7 =~ T
to the poor monsoon this .
season, the government im- July
precdbanonthecsportol pecenae [
non-Basmati rice since July 20. of total e
Also, there is a 20% export dutyon areaof the pUS
ol ric m
With many sugarcane-growing September

districts receiving poor rain, sugar
production is also expected to decline
this year. As a consequence, the
Union government may announce
aban on the export of sugar soon.
There s, however, sufficient stock

for domestic demand and ethanol

ture in Hyderabad. “Farmers can be production.

educated on using allernauve crops Karnataka Agricultural Price
ifd under- Former President
stood in '|dvance And wnth lmpmved Prakash Kammardi says that what
weather models and we are wi ing is not

advancements nowadays, it is not so
difficult to predict drought conditions,”
he observes.

Ramanjaneyulu notes thatimmedi-
ately after the formation of Telangana,
an attempt was made by the state tore-
write the drought code, encompassing

lack of rainfall,” says Jayaram, former
president of the Karnataka Growers’
Federation.

The economy of the coffee-growing
districts of Kodagu, Chikkamagalu-
ruand Hassan will take a hit, says

thep measures that were to
be taken to mitigate those conditions.
Unfortunately, the new code never
came into force, and was pushed into
cold storage.

With the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) forecasting a

Mudigere Taluk Growers A:
President Balakrishna Balur.

Rain deficit has also struck hlack
pepper i as playsa
major role in the pollination of pepper
plants. “Due to the lack of rain, there
was no proper sprouting of spikes, and
the spikes which grew are void of pep-
percorns,” says farmer A P Sadashiv
from Putturin Dakshina Kannada.

In the central Karnataka districts of
Chitradurga, Davangere and Shiva-
mogga, farmers claim that 75% of their
crops have either died or are on the
verge of dying due to scanty rainfall
this monsoon.

Groundnut, Chitradurga’s major
crop, has almost dried up. It was sown
onover 110 lakh ha, but a ‘no-show’

normal winter can farmers
in Tamil Nadu, coastal and southern
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and south
interior Karnataka hope for a better
winter crop to make up atleast a part of
the losses? Experts keep their fingers
crossed.

Accordmgto RH Paul anagro-me-

1 atthe of Agricul-

drought, but a weather calamity
induced due to climate change. “At
the national level, we may not finda
dipin the production of all foodgrains
as certain parts of the country have
received sufficient rain,” he explains.

Karnataka and the northeastern
states were the worst affected due to
the drought this year. There could bea
shortage of tur and pulses in Karnata-
ka. “The prices of pulses, more specif-
ically, tur, can witness a steep hike this
year. Cereals and vegetables like onions
may also see price hikes as production
has reduced.” he adds.

Kammardi advises the state govern-
ment to stock up on paddy and more
importantly, fodder, for cattle to miti-
gate the impact of drought. “Climate
vagaries will become a norm in the
future. The government and research
institutes should accept thisand plan

tural Sciences, Dharwad, the scattered
rains witnessed in October will not
help much in the rabi sowing, as the
soil's moisture content has not reached
the desired level. “As the situation is
uncertain, rabi sowing is going to be
risky. There will be some respite in

the rabi season only if we receive good
rainsin October,” he notes.

ac ly. They must concentrate
on developmg crops thatare climate
resilient,” he adds.

(Anchored by Kalyan Ray with
inputs from Manjunath Hegde
Bomnalli in Hubballi, Nrupathunga
S Kin Davangere, Vittal Shastriin

i, Naina JAin U,
Shrutl H M [ from Bengaluru, Pavan
Kumar H in Hubballt, Mohammed
Safi Shamsi from Kolkata,
Alyun Raghunath j'mm

of the

of the monsoon in August —are- Government action
cord-breaking long period Toaddress the
of norain— Ied to fast de:erloranon poor monsoon, the government has

of the crops. Even though the farmers
made an attempt to save the crops us-
ing water from borewells, their efforts
were futile.

The acreage of pulses has declined
by 8.3% led by lower sowing of arhar
or tur dal (which declined by 5.1%)
and urad (which declined by 13.8%)
compared with last year. In Maharash-
tra, the total area of pulses cultivation
in the 2023-24 kharif season has come
down to 15.97 lakh ha from 18.69 lakh
hectares in the previous season, a
reduction of 14.56%.

‘The tur bowl of the Kalyana Karna-
taka region saw an 82% deficit in rain-
fall this August. In Kalaburagi district
alone, farmers had sowed turon 5.83
lakh ha out of the 8.56 lakh ha of
farmland. But crop wilting,
caused by monsoon fail-
ure in June and August
remains a major wor-
ry, even though a few
districts reported
erratic rainfall this
month.

“T'had sown
turin five

WEST B E NGAL
it 12.87% Rice JJjjj 11.72%
JU(! and h hwhea( 31.77%
8%
41

introduced export restrictions for rice,
and a ban on sugar exports may be in
the offing. Last year, the government
decided to stop the export of wheat
and broken rice in an effort to tame

hir
SN VSudhir from
Hyderabad and
Mritunjay Bose in
Mumbai)

Have your say

Toexpress your opinion,
e-mail usat: insight@deccanherald.co.in
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Team begins assessment, but state
expects little relief from Union govt

group.com

Bengaluru: Although the
Centre has sent a 10-member
team to decide on the extent
of drought, Karnataka may
have to largely fend for itself
as the Union government is
yet to respond to a request to
increase the quantum of re-
lief for crop loss.

While estimating crop
loss in 195 taluks (15 more
taluks are likely to be includ-
ed) at about Rs 30,000 crore,
the state, in a memorandum
to the Centre, sought Rs 4,860

DROUGH

crore as relief under the Na-
tional Disaster Response
Fund (NDRF). But senior of-
ficials in the agriculture de-
partment expect very little
from the Centre.

“We would be happy if the
Centre grants half of what we
have asked,” said an official.
“The Union government fol-
lows set parameters, so we
expect to get much less.”

The official said the Centre
has already released Rs 1,200
crore under the State Disas-
ter Response Fund (SDRF)
for the entire year as per
norms, and 20% of this must

SourceTi mes

GREEN DROUGHT: Members of the central assessment team at a field

in Pujarahalli, Madhugiri taluk, Tumakuru district, on Friday

be set aside for disaster miti-
gation. The Centre would
make deductions from here
while deciding on relief to be
granted under NDRF.

The state government ar-
gues that the Centre has to
release relief fund under
NDRF separately whenever
there is a disaster.

Aware of the Centre’s
rules, chief minister Siddara-
maiah said his government is
“committed to looking after
farmers in distress” regard-
less of relief from the Centre.

o f

“Crops on 42 lakh hectares
have been destroyed due to
drought,” Siddaramaiah said.
Food production loss is ex-
pected to be about 58 lakh
tonnes as against a target of
111 lakh tonnes. Keeping this
as the basis, we have sought
Rs 4,860 crore from the Centre,
but we are committed to help-
ing our farmers in distress.”
Revenue minister Krishna
Byregowda, during a national
meeting on disaster manage-
ment in Delhi in June, had
requested the Centre to en-

FARMER MEETS CENTRAL TEAM
WITH BOTTLE OF PESTICIDE IN HAND

TiMes News NETWORK

Belagavi: A five-member cen-
tral assessing drought in
Chachadi in Bailhongal taluk,
Belagavi, faced a tricky situa-
tion on Friday after a farmer
met them with a bottle of pes-
ticide in his hand.

The team led by Ajit Kumar
Sahu, joint secretary of the
Union agriculture and farm-
ers’ welfare department were
taken aback and initially

hance compensation for crop
loss. He argued that the pre-
sent structure is outdated
since input costs have risen.
Currently, the Centre
grants Rs 8,500 per hectare in
rain-fed areas. The state wants
it raised to Rs 20,000. The state
wants the Centre to increase
compensation for irrigated
crops from Rs 17,000 for Rs
35,000 and horticulture crops
from Rs 22,500 to Rs 35,000.
“The Centre is yet to re-
spond,” said N Chaluvarayas-
wamy, agriculture minister.
“We will write to the Centre
again soon.” The state has also
requested the Centre to

pOxetf, 20 2 3

feared the worst, but locals
who accompanied the team
snatched the bottle from the
man and took him away.

The man, identified as Ap-
pasaheb Lakkundi of Chachadi
village, later told reporters,
“There is nothing left on the
farm. | want to commit sui-
cide. | have 40 acres of land
but most of the crops have
withered due to lack of rain.
There is also a big problem of
getting farm labourers.”

change parameters to declare
drought. Under current
norms, drought can be de-
clared only if there is 60%
deficit rainfall. While Karna-
taka suffered a huge deficit in
June and August, excess rain
in July and normal rainfall in
September reduced the over-
all deficit to 27%.

Convincing the central
team on ‘green drought’ is an-
other herculean task. Experts
say the soil has retained mois-
ture content due to excess rain
over the past three years be-
cause of which fields may look
green, but agricultural yield
has dropped drastically.



State hopeful of Centre
acknowledging drought,
releasing funds quickly

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The inter-ministerial Cen-
tral team (IMCT) wound up
its tour of 13 drought-af-
fected districts in Karnata-
ka. It is expected to submit
its report to the Centre in a
week. Karnataka is hopeful
that the Centre will ack-
nowledge what it has
termed as a ‘green
drought’ this year, caused
by erratic rainfall, damag-
ing crop output.
Expecting the Centre to
release funds for drought
relief at the earliest, the Mi-
nisters exuded confidence
that the IMCT was con-
vinced about the drought

conditions prevailing in
Karnataka. The team that
assessed crop damage,
MGNREGA work, and fod-
der situation, among oth-
ers, in the districts met the
State’s Cabinet sub-com-
mittee on Monday before
heading back to Delhi.

In a memorandum sub-
mitted earlier, the State
had pegged the losses at
330,432 crore, and had
sought 34,860 crore from
the Centre. The team is
learnt to have expressed
satisfaction over the
drought memorandum
matching ground realities.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 3
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State hopeful of Centre
acknowledging drought,
releasing funds quickly

Revenue Minister Krishna Byre Gowda said: “We
are confident that the Central team is convinced
with the realities of green drought prevailing on the
ground, and are hopeful that the Centre will releas-
es grants at the earlier. The State is hopeful that the
Central team does not come to a conclusion that
there is no drought on the basis of standing crops.
Erratic rainfall has damaged crops.”

The Minister will write to the Centre again seek-
ing an appointment with the Union Agriculture Mi-
nister and Union Home Minister for early release of
funds. “It is a secondary matter as to how much
will they give. We are seeking the release of money
at the earliest.” The team has learnt that farmers
have suffered losses due to crop failure, that the
State may not receive good rains during the retreat-
ing monsoon, and there is a possibility of shortage
of drinking water, Mr. Gowda told mediapersons
here after meeting the IMCT members.

Agriculture Minister N. Cheluvarayaswamy said
that it was too early to say anything on the funds to
be released by the Centre. “In a democracy, we
have to work together. I do not want to politicise
this issue. Let us hope that the Centre is convinced
and will react positively.” Karnataka has also ap-
praised the team of different climatic condition ex-
perienced by the State this monsoon. “If June saw
rainfall deficiency of 58%, the State recorded a 28%
excess in July, followed by deficiency of 73% in Au-
gust and 28% in September.” This erratic condition
should be considered seriously by the Centre. “It
has to be studied if similar situation exists in other
States too. The Centre can draw plans and pro-
grammes keeping this scenario in mind.”

Source: The ®d.th0Gd21IQ2 P . 6,




No. of drought-hit taluks likely to go up as
govt. orders ground truthing in 21 taluks

195 taluks of the total 236 in the State have already been declared as drought-hit in the first list, and the second list is set to be announced soon

and the second list of
drought-affected taluks is
set to be announced soon.

The situation has
caused concern as the re-
gime of south-west mon-
soon, which is the main-
stay for Karnataka’s
agriculture and weather
system, has already ended
with a rainfall shortage of

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he number of
I drought-hit taluks
in the State may go

up further as the govern-
ment on Monday directed
officials concerned to take
up ground survey exercise
in 21 taluks of the remain-

ground survey exercise re-
port is available in the
next two days,” Agricul-
ture Minister N. Cheluva-
rayaswamy told pressper-
sons here on Monday.

cording to the Minister, as
per the data available with
the Centre, 46% of the
farmers in the State are
small and marginal.
“However, the percen-
tage of small and marginal
farmers in the State is
above 60%. The Inter Mi-
nisterial Central Team,
which is assessing the

Data on farmers

Regarding the discrepan-
cy in data on small and
marginal farmers between

ing 41 taluks that are fac-  about 25%. the information available  drought situation in the
ing drought like “We have asked the offi-  with the Centre and the State, has also agreed with
conditions. cials not to wait for us (Ca-  State, Mr. Gowda said: the State government’s as-

It may be noted that the ~ binet sub-committee on  “We are collecting data sessment. We are collect-

and will submit the docu-
ment as part of the supple-
mentary memorandum in
the next one week.” Ac-

government has already
declared 195 taluks of the

drought). Officials have
been asked to approve and

ing data in this regard, and
will submit the documents
to the Centre with a
week’s time,” he said.

Afile photo of a farmer walking in his dried-up field near Yaragatti
village in Belagavi district. As per the data available with the Centre,  total 236 in the State as notify the taluks as
46% of the farmers in the State are small and marginal. drought-hit in the first list,  drought-hit soon after the

Source: Thed4 Gid.th d2uQ2 P .

TIGHTROPE Increasing Crop Loan Tenure Does Not Erase Liability, Say Farme

Govt to extend loan term, but
farmers want waiver scheme

BV.Shivashankar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With parts of the state
reeling under drought and crop
losses estimated at more than 50%,
stakeholders including farmers
organisations are demanding that
the government implement a farm
loan waiver scheme.

The government, meanwhile,
is taking steps to extend the ten-
ure of existing loans. Shalini Ra-
jneesh, additional chief secretary
and development commissioner,
who met with members of the
State Level Bankers Committee
(SLBC) on Monday, said the gov-
ernment has asked banks to re-
structure farm loans “with the

DROUGHT EFFECT

immediate effect”. This means
farmers can postpone repayment
without incurring a higher inter-
est for the specified period. The
government issued a circular to
this effect on Tuesday.

“The tenure of short-term
loans will be extended by a year
and that of medium and long-term
loans by five years,” said Rajneesh.

The decision is in accordance
with RBI guidelines that allow re-
scheduling of farm loans in
drought-hit areas. Anmol Akolkar,
SLBC manager, said banks will
start rescheduling loans once they

SourceTi mhes
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CROP LOST: Members of the inter-ministerial central team speak with farmers

and officials in Kolar while assessing the extent of drought in the state

get a directive from the RBI. First
though, the government must is-
sue a notification to this effect.
Last month, the government
declared 195 taluks as drought-hit
and, over the weekend, a central
inter-ministerial team visited the
state to assess the situation. Based
on the team’s report, the Centre’s
high-level committee will decide
on the quantum of relief to be ex-
tended under the National Disaster
Response Fund (NDRF).
Meanwhile, the government
has decided to declare drought in
21 more taluks. Revenue depart-
ment officials said they will send a
supplementary memorandum to

include these taluks while consid-
ering funds under NDRF so that
the relief measures including re-
scheduling of loans.

SLBC data shows about 48.6
lakh farmers have obtained loans
worth Rs 1.9 lakh crore, of which
short-term loans account for 40%.
Interest on short-term loans is
charged at 9%, but much of it is
absorbed by the RBI (2%), central
government (3%) and the state
government (1% up to Rs 1 lakh)
under the interest subvention
scheme, leaving farmers with a
3% interest burden.

However, if a farmer does not
repay the loan on time or get it re-

of 50cdila?2 02 3

newed, it is converted into a per-
sonal loan, and s/he must pay 9%
interest and a penalty of 1.5%.

“It is also difficult for a farmer
to get a crop insurance claim if s/
he defaults on loan,” said an offi-
cial from the finance department.
“So, extending the loan tenure will
greatly benefit farmers. This is
apart from input subsidy [relief
government provides for crop loss]
which they will get.”

However, representatives of
farmers organisations say it is too
little. At a meeting of Samyukta
Horata Samithi, a federation of
farmers organisation, on Monday,
members resolved to exert pres-
sure on the government to waive
all farm loans.

“Extending the loan tenure is
only a procedural step which of-
fers no respite since liabilities of
farmers remain. What we are
seeking is a loan waiver,” said T
Yeshawanta, general secretary of
Karnataka Prantha Raitha Sang-
ha. “If the government fails to
meet our demand, we will launch
an agitation.”

RS Deshpande, noted agro-
economist, said: “If the govern-
ment cannot waive farm loans,
the next best option would be to
give cash incentives to affected
farmers. This should be given
along with input subsidy so that
farmers can repay loans.”



Drought during kharif is expected to cause nearly
50% drop in food production: Agriculture Minister

Crops such as paddy, ragi, toor, groundnut, cotton, and jowar have been lost and depending on the region, officials have been directed to suggest alternative crops to farmers, he says

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

ith the south-
w west monsoon

ending  with
deficit and erratic rainfall,
the food production in Kar-
nataka is estimated to
come down from a project-
ed 111 lakh tonnes to 58
lakh tonnes owing to dam-
age to crops.

The highest crop loss
has been reported with
maize in 11.84 lakh hec-
tares, followed by toor in
7.16 lakh hectares, ragi in
4.45 lakh hectares, cotton
in 4.04 lakh hectares,
groundnut and sugarcane
in 2.7 lakh hectares, soya-
bean in 2.2 lakh hectares,
paddy in 1.33 lakh hectares
and bajra/minor millets in
1.08 lakh hectares. The to-
tal loss, according to the
Agriculture Department fi-
gures, is pegged at 39.74
lakh hectares.

Source:

Members of a Central team inspecting the crop loss at Chachadi village in Belagavi district recently.

Drought has been de-
clared in 195 taluks in the
State.

Alternatives suggested
“Drought condition in the
State during this kharif is

expected to cause a near
50% drop in food produc-
tion. Efforts will be made
to balance the food pro-
duction in retreating mon-
soon,” Agriculture Minister
N. Cheluvarayaswamy told

reporters here on Thurs-
day. “Crops such as paddy,
ragi, toor, groundnut, cot-
ton, and jowar have been
lost. Depending on the re-
gion, the officials have
been directed to suggest al-

ternative crops to the farm-
ers.”

According to the data
provided by the Agricul-
ture Department, the State
had reported a 89% sowing
in the total cultivable area
of 118 lakh hectare. Of the
total sown area, crops in a
total of 41.52 lakh hectares
have been lost, which in-
cluded agriculture crops in
39.74 lakh hectares and
horticulture crops in 1.82
lakh hectares. The total
loss of agriculture and hor-
ticulture crops has been es-
timated to be around
23,824 crore and 206
crore, respectively.

Compensation

The Minister said that
while July saw 29% excess
rainfall than the normal,
August reported a deficit of
73% that damaged the
crops. He said that ¥48
crore compensation is be-
ing given to 60,381 farm-

TheS Gidth82102 3 .

ers, who were unable to
sow.

He pointed out as per
the NDRF norms, farmers
will receive ¥25,000 per
hectare in irrigated land
and 13,600 per hectare in
dry land. In Karnataka,
more than a thousand
farmers have committed
suicide, including 313
farmers in 2023-2024.

Poor quality seeds
Meanwhile, the vigilance
cell in the Agriculture De-
partment in the State has
seized more than %5 crore
worth of poor quality sow-
ing seeds, fertilizers and in-
secticides and has regis-
tered 148 cases in this
connection.

Mr. Cheluvarayaswamy
said that a total of 15 licenc-
es have been cancelled, in-
cluding 8 issued for fertiliz-
ers, 4 for seeds and 3 for
insecticides. Stating that
the court has settled 38

Agriculture crop loss in Karnataka

Extent ofloss

(in hectares)
Paddy 1,33,654
Ragi 445,037
Maize 11,84,762
Bajra/ minormillets|  1,08,971
Toor B 7,16,994
Green gram 1,11,483
Groundnut 2,70,966
Soyabean 2,20,400
Cotton 4,04,421
Sugarcane 2,712,385
Tobacco 232

cases by imposing a fine of
R11.05 lakh on producers
and sellers, the Minister
said that 16 cases have
been filed after insecticide
traces were found in or-
ganic products.

He said that over the last
five years, the vigilance cell
has seized ¥38.71 crore
worth of poor quality

ee

While July saw 29%
excess rainfall than

the normal, August
reported a deficit of
73% that damaged the
mpensation of
48 crore is being given
t0 60,381 farmers, who
were unable to sow.

LUVARAYASWAMY
ure Minister

seeds, fertilizers and insec-
ticides and has filed 538
cases over the last five
years.

The Minister also said
that the department has
sent a proposal to fill up
2,000 vacancies in the de-
partment of which at least
1,000 vacancies will be
filled in the first phase.



NOT SUNNY Ryots Must Buy Solar Energy Generation Sets; Part

Farmers irked over move to
halt power supply to IP sets

BV.Shivashankar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: A government
initiative to instal individual
solar energy generation sets
to provide electricity to run
irrigation pump (IP) sets ap-
pears to have boomeranged
with the government failing
to convince farmers on the
advantages of the scheme.
Now, both farmer organisa-
tions and the two main opposi-
tion parties are on a warpath
against the policy.

The implementation of the
Kisan Urja Suraksha Evam
Uttaan Mahabhiyan (KU-
SUM) scheme, will consider-
ably reduce the subsidy bill
for the state government,
while also freeing farmers
from a dependence on erratic
power supply from Escoms.

The Siddaramaiah cabinet
recently cleared a proposal to
end supply of conventional
power to IP sets and replace it
with solar energy. The govern-
ment issued a circular, which
said farmers will not get sup-
ply from electricity supply
companies (Escoms) for new
IP sets from September 22.

Farmers will have to buy
solar generation sets that cost
around Rs 2 lakh. They will
have to bear 20% of the cost
with the Centre (30%) and
state (50% ) sharing the rest of
the burden. The circular also
said only IP sets installed after
2015 will be regularised. Solar
energy sets generat DCpow-
ers, while conventional IP sets
run on AC power. This means

Source:
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DRUM ROLL: Members of Jalasamrakshana Samiti, in Bengaluru on
Thursday, protest the release of Cauvery water to Tamil Nadu

farmers will have to buy IP
sets that run on DC power.

“The aim was to imple-
ment a global mandate on
energy transition from non-
renewable energy sources to
renewable and clean energy.
Installation of solar sets is in
the interest of both farmers
and the government,” said
energy minister KJ George.

However, it has not gone
well with the farming com-
munity. Samyukta Horata
Samithi, a federation of
farmers organisations, is
planning to launch a state-
wide protest, while the op-
position BJP and JD(S) have
already launched separate
protests. BJP workers are
locking Escom offices in dis-
tricts to protest unscheduled
power cuts and the govern-
ment’s failure to provide
seven hours of free power for
IP sets as promised.

“Although it is a good
move, the Congress govern-
ment has botched up the poli-
cy,” said HD Kumaraswamy,
former chief minister and
JD(S) floor leader. “Their lack
of vision and inability to un-
derstand concerns of farmers
has resulted in ill-implemen-
tation of the scheme. The 20%
of the cost of solar sets which
farmers must bear translates
to at least Rs 40,000 pet IP set.
This is exorbitant considering
the distress farmers are in.”

There are about 34.2 lakh
IP sets in Karnataka and, cur-
rently, the government sup-
plies free power to all of them
as it has been fully subsidised.
While the government has
earmarked Rs 14,500 crore for
the current fiscal, the previ-
ous year’s payment to Escoms
is still pending. Escoms, there-
fore, are deep in the red.

“Farmers are resisting the
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BJP did not add
even 1IMW: DKS

eputy chief minister DK

Shivakumar sought to turn
the tables on BJP for on-going
power outages in the state,
saying the previous govern-
ment did precious little to aug-
ment power generation. “BJP
functionaries are criticising
our government for load-shed-
ding, but they should tell peo-
ple what steps they took to in-
crease power generation
when they were in govern-
ment,” Shivakumar said.
“They did not add even one
megawatt to the state’s grid.
Between 2013 & 2018, when
there was a similar situation,
we increased power genera-
tion by 10,000-13,000MW by
setting up new plants and so-
lar parks. Now, power genera-
tion has reduced because of
drought. Moreover, electricity
demand increases 10% -15%
every year.” He also said the
state will file a review petition
over the CWRC order.

policy because of a lack of
awareness,” said KP
Rudrappaiah, managing di-
rector, Karnataka Renewable
Energy Development Ltd, the
nodal agency for implementa-
tion of the solar set scheme.
“They will appreciate it once
they understand the merits
and benefits of solar power.
We will launch an extensive
awareness drive that includes
organising ‘solar melas’ on
the lines of Krishi Mela.”

Back to Contents
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Govt. ordered to recalculate
minimum wages based on
Supreme Court guidelines

State govt. had not undertaken ground survey to assess present-day prices of essentials, but

arbitrarily enhanced wages between 5% and 10% for 34 scheduled employments

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

n what is being per-
l ceived as victory for

nearly 1.7 crore work-
ers in the unorganised sec-
tor across Karnataka, the
State government has been
directed by the High Court
to recalculate the mini-
mum wages that had been
fixed in 2022. The govern-
ment has been asked to fol-
low the guidelines fixed by
the Supreme Court in its
landmark judgment in
1992 while doing so.

The State government
had not undertaken a
ground survey to assess
the present-day prices of
essential commodities, but
arbitrarily enhanced wag-
es between 5% and 10% for

34 scheduled
employments.
Petition by union

The court, in a recent or-
der based on a petition
filed by the All India Trade
Union Congress (AITUC),
quashed the notification
and asked the government
to redo the notification
strictly ~ following  the
norms fixed in 1992 by the
Supreme Court in the case
of Reptakos Brett to deter-
mine the minimum wages.
Justice Jyoti Mulimani has
also set a deadline for the
government to complete
the entire redo process

Source:
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The High Court of Karnataka has set a deadline for the government to complete the entire redo process

within two months. FILE PHOTO

within two months.

There are 105 scheduled
employments in the State
that are under the Mini-
mum Wages Act, and the
minimum wages are re-
vised every five years as
per the statutory require-
ment.

In Karnataka, the go-
vernment captures the da-
ta on essential commodi-
ties from 16 centres, but
this was not undertaken by
the Labour department be-
fore the minimum wages
revision. The department
had argued that such a da-
ta is only essential for fix-
ing wages but not for revi-
sion. The court, however,
did not agree with the La-

bour
contention.

While the previous BJP
government had revised
wages and notified in 2022
for 34 employments whose
five year revision period
had lapsed, the draft notifi-
cation was ready for 10
more scheduled employ-
ments. Labour Minister
Santhosh Lad recently sent
back the proposal for these
10 scheduled employ-
ments, asking the Depart-
ment to conduct the sur-
vey and fix the minimum
wages as per law.

AITUC Karnataka presi-
dent H.V. Anantha Subba-
rao welcomed the High
Court verdict, and stated

Department’s
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that it will not only benefit
the working class of the
State, but also set the foun-
dation for bringing in a
scientific, rational and le-
gally established process
for revision of minimum
wages.

“The court has also clar-
ified a distinction cannot
be made between fixing of
minimum wages and the
revision as it would lead to
anomaly between sche-
duled employments,” he
said. He has also urged the
State government to expe-
ditiously implement the
court order to bring relief
to the working class that
has been affected by un-
precedented price rise.



Sale of Indian-made
liquor down, but hike
in excise duty drives
Increase in revenue

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The revenue from Excise in
Karnataka has marginally
increased by 156 crore
from ¥6,995.43 crore in the
first quarter of 2022-23 to
¥7151.6 crore in the first
quarter of 2023-24 (bet-
ween July 20-September
30, 2022 and July 20-Sep-
tember 30, 2023).

The increase is largely
owing to hike in the excise
duty on the maximum re-
tail price (MRP) of all
brands of liquor by 20% in
the State Budget for 2023-
24. Duty on the beer has
been increased by 10%,
from 175% to 185%.

There has been a de-
cline in the consumption
of Indian-made liquor,
while consumption of wine
and beer went up during
the first quarter of the cur-
rent financial year (2023-
24).

The State government
has set the revenue target
at 336,000 crore for the
year 2023-24.

Decline in bulk litres
The sale of Indian-made li-
quor in bulk litres declined
from 11.72 crore during the
first quarter in 2022-23 to
10.42 crore in the first
quarter of 2023-24 (July
20, 2022 - September 30,
2023).

The revenue from the
Indian-made liquor margi-
nally increased to
35,760.94 crore in 2023
from %5,743.17 crore in the

Source:

The Karnataka
government has
set the revenue

target for Excise
Department at
136,000 crore
in 2023-24

first quarter of 2022.

Revenue from the sale of
wine has declined from
378.33 crore in the first
quarter of 2022 to ¥72.03
crore in the first quarter of
2023-24. However, revenue
generation from the sale of
beer has increased from
¥1,173.37 crore during July-
September 2022 to
%1,318,63 crore during July-
September 2023.

The number of invoices
declined from 2,13,266 in
the first quarter of 2022 to
2,10,571 in the first quarter
of 2023.

Sales figures

The sale of Indian-made li-
quor bottles declined to
50,28,737 from 54,64,723
in the first quarter of 2022.
The sale of Indian-made li-
quor carton boxes (CBs)
declined to 1,19,51,562 in
2023 from 1,34,52,291 CBs
in 2022.

The sale of wine bottles
increased to 1,55,093 in
2023 from 1,53,634 in
2022.

The sale of beer carton
boxes increased to
70,75,107 in the first quar-
ter of 2023 from 66,87,438
in the first quarter of 2022,
according to data provided
by the Excise Department.
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Centre orders release of
Rs 2,333-cr GST relief to K’taka

BENGALURU, DHNS

inance Minister Nirmala
F Sitharaman on Saturday
directed officials to im-
mediately release GST com-
pensation of Rs 2,333 crore
thatis pending to Karnataka.

Nirmala issued the direc-
tion after Revenue Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda, who
represents Karnataka in the
GST Council, raised the mat-
terduring Saturday’s meeting.

“While no deadline was
given, we are hopeful that the
amount should come to the
state in a week’s time,” Gow-
datold DH.

Gowdasaid GST compensa-
tion dues have to be released
automatically.

“The principal account-
ant-general (PAG) audits our

ment on the state’s revenue.
Itiscompared againstthe pro-
tected revenue. The shortfall
is the compensation that the
state should get. It should be
automatically released with-
outushavingtoask. Our point
was that the PAG has already
submitted the statement on
August 17. The finance minis-
tersaidifthe state’sstatement
has been submitted, then the
pending amount must be re-
leased immediately,” Gowda
explained.

Inthe currentfiscal, Karna-
takahasseena 20% growthin
GST revenues up to Septem-
ber. Thestate has collected Rs
11,693 crore by September this
fiscal compared to Rs 9,760
crore in the same period last
year.

On the GST Council’s deci-

hol, Gowda said the state gov-
ernment will have to study if
this can have any revenue
implications.

“Extra Neutral Alcohol
(ENA)isbasically concentrat-
ed spirit. When it is diluted, it
becomes potable liquor. Inits
concentrated form, it’s used
for various industrial pur-
poses. From the start, Kar-
nataka’s stand was that what-
ever ENA that’s consumable
should be under state excise
and not GST,” Gowda said.

Gowda also said that it was
based on Karnataka’s request
that unlabelled millet mixes
were exempt from GST.

Labelled millet mixes will
attract 5% GST instead of 12-
18%, the minister said. As ag-
riculture minister (2013-18),
Gowdaaggressively promoted

reports and sends a state- sion to exempt Eotable alco- millets.

Source:
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Drought effect? Karnataka

exhausts 70% MGNREGA
annual quota in 6 months

Bengaluru: In barely six
months, Karnataka has ex-
hausted as much as 70% of its
annual quota of the allocated
person-days (eight hours of
labour each day) of work un-
der the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA),
thereby yet again undersco-
ring the severity of the dro-
ught situation in the state, re-
ports Sandeep Moudgal.

Out of the allocation of 13
crore person-days by the
Centre, the state has exhaus-
ted 9.14 crore person-days,
providing employment to as
many as 25 lakh people. Pre-
sentdaily wagesforeach indi-
vidual working under
MGNREGA is Rs 300.

With the northeast retrea-

Considering the

present drought
situation and given that
as much as 70% of the
person-days have been
exhausted, we have
approached the Centre
for additional budgetary
allocation of five crore
person-days
Pavan Kumar Malapati |
MGNREGA COMMISSIONER

ting monsoon unlikely to ma-
ke much of adifference to the
state, Karnatakagovernment
has sought allocation of addi-
tional person-days to meet ri-
sing demand for employment
from the agrarian sector.

» 100 days of job, P 6

17,927 households completed 100 days of job

»Continued from page 1

onsidering the present
Cdrought situation and

given that as much as
70% of the person-days have
been exhausted, we have ap-
proached the Centre for addi-
tional budgetary allocation of
five crore person-days,” said

MGNREGA commissioner Pa-

van Kumar Malapati.

Malapatisaid the same had
been communicated by RDPR
minister Priyvank Kharge to
the Centre.

If approved, the additional
person-days will take Karna-
taka’s allocations to the times
when the Covid-19 pandemic
was at its peak.

Sourdéae Ti
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Malapati also said the gov-
ernment has so far ensured
that most farm labourers have
work to sustain themselves.

Interestingly, 52 per cent of
those who have benefited un-
der MGNREGA in the current
fiscal are women, while Sched-
uled Castes (SC) and Sched-

MGNREGA QUOTA

uled Tribes (ST) account for
17% and 12 % of the population,
respectively, that has been
served under MGNREGA.

As many as 17,927 house-
holds have secured work un-
der the scheme, as of October
7, and have completed 100 days
of employment.

In comparison, for the en-
tire 2022-23 financial year, the
total number of households
that had completed 100 days
of work under the scheme
was 31,678.

In view of lack of rainfall,
only eight gram panchayats
have shown zero expenditure
under MGNREGA in the cur-
rent fiscal, compared to a
whopping 40 panchayats in
2022-23 and 17 in 2021-22.

According to government
officials, jobs under the em-
ployment guarantee act have
primarily been provided to
agricultural labourers who
have found little or no employ-
ment opportunities in their
field due to the drought.
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