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AGRICULTURE

Water levels in three major Cauvery
basin reservoirs below 10-year average

Cumulative storage capacity in the four reservoirs in the basin is 114.57 tmcft against which the water available now is 62.69 tmcft

R. Krishna Kumar
MYSURU

s the State govern-
A ment declares
drought in 195 ta-

luks and is locking horns
with the lower riparian
State of Tamil Nadu on re-
lease of water, the levels in
the Cauvery basin reser-
voirs continue to plummet,
raising concerns over an
impending water crisis in
the weeks ahead.

According to the Karna-
taka State Natural Disaster
Monitoring Centre
(KSNDMC), for the week
ending September 9, water
levels in the Krishnaraja
Sagar (KRS), Hemavati, and
Kabini reservoirs are less
than the average of the last
10 years.

On Thursday, the water
level in the KRS was 97.5 ft
as against the capacity of
124.8 ft. The level was 124.6
ft on the same day last
year.

The storage in the reser-
voir was 20.93 tmcft as
against the gross capacity

-

The reservoir level at Krishnaraja Sagar is steadily declining, raising concerns over impending water

scarcity. M.A. SRIRAM

of 49.45 tmcft. The storage
position on the same day
last year was 49.2 tmcft.
With respect to the KRS,
which is the major source
for both irrigation and
drinking purpose for mil-
lions of people, the water
level for the week Septem-
ber 3 to 9 was 17.83 ft less
than the average level over
the last 10 years, according
to the KSNDMC.
Underlining the severity
of the shortage is the fact

that the level was 26.1 ft
lower when compared
with that in the corres-
ponding period last year,
as per the KSNDMC data.

On Thursday, the water
level in the Hemavati reser-
voir was 2,897.86 ft against
the FRL of 2,922 ft. The re-
servoir level on the same
day last year was 2,921.65
ft.

The water level was
10.78 ft lower than the 10-
year average for the week

Source: The Hindu 15-09-2023, Pg No. 10

ending September 9, and
was less by 20.13 ft when
compared with that in the
corresponding period last
year. The gross storage ca-
pacity of the dam is 37.1
tmcft against which the wa-
ter available is 18.56 tmcft.
The storage on the same
day last year was 36.91
tmcft.

The level of the Kabini
reservoir, which is another
major source of water for
drinking and irrigation,

Cauvery basin reservoirs

Gross storage | Storage on

Reservoir | Max level | Level on
Sept. 14,2023
KRS 124.8ft 97.5ft
Hemavati | 2,922 ft 2,897.86 ft
Kabini 2,284 ft 2,276.08 ft
Harangi | 2,859 ft 2,858.23 ft

was also at a 10-year low.
The KSNDMC weekly re-
port updated till Septem-
ber 9 indicates that the le-
vel was 5.53 ft less than the
average level of the last 10
years, and 8.39 feet less
when compared to the cor-
responding period last
year.

On September 14, the
water level at Kabini was
2,276.08 ft against the FRL
of 2,284 ft. Against the
gross storage capacity of
19.52 tmcft, water available
was 14.92 tmcft. It was
18.87 tmcft on the same
day last year.

Better in Harangi
It was only in Harangi, a
minor dam, that water

49.45 tmcft 20.93 tmcft
37.1tmcft 18.56 tmcft
19.52 tmcft 14.92 tmcft
8.5 tmcft 8.29 tmcft

Source: KSNDMC

level is slightly better. The
gross storage capacity of
the Harangi reservoir is 8.5
tmcft, and the water
available is 8.29 tmcft.

The cumulative storage
capacity in the four reser-
voirs in the Cauvery basin
is 114.57 tmcft against
which water available was
62.69 tmcft.

But if the dead storage
of around 8 tmcft in the
reservoirs is excluded,
then the quantum is much
less and is a pointer to an
impending water crisis as
the catchment areas do not
benefit from the northeast
monsoon, and have to wait
for the onset of southwest
monsoon in June next
year.

Sugarcane farmers seek loan waiver

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

Sugarcane farmers in Kar-
nataka have sought a waiv-
er on agricultural loans in
view of drought in the
State.

Addressing mediaper-
sons here on Sunday, Kuru-
bur Shanthakumar, presi-
dent, Karnataka State
Sugarcane Cultivators As-
sociation, said 14 lakh hec-
tares of land were under
sugarcane cultivation last
year and it has come down
to 8 lakh hectares during
the current year. But the
prolonged water stress due

Source: Times of India dated 18-09-2023, Pg No.13

to failure of monsoon has
affected the standing
crops, which were wilting
and the yield was expected
to decline by 40%, he
added.

As a result, the cultiva-
tors were in distress and
yet there was no relief
from the State and the
Centre, said Mr. Shantha-
kumar. “The sugar mills
were delaying release of ar-
rears due to the farmers

adding to their misery and
financial  distress,” he
added.

The State government
has already declared that
195 taluks have been affect-

ed by drought and hence it
was imperative that the go-
vernment also announce a
loan-waiver, said the asso-
ciation president. He de-
manded that drought relief
to the tune of 325,000 per
acre for every farmer
should be credited to their
respective accounts
through DBT.

The government also
came under flak for delay
in announcing the State
Advisory Price (SAP) for su-
garcane while the Centre
was criticised for a margi-
nal increase in the Fair and
Remunerative Price (FRP).

Mr. Shanthakumar said

despite many rounds of ag-
itations and talks with the
district administration the
government was unres-
ponsive and hence the as-
sociation would stage an
indefinite dharna in front
of the Vidhana Soudha
from October 1, Mr. Shan-
thakumar added.

“We are giving the go-
vernment 15 days to an-
nounce the SAP and also
the arrears of ¥950 crore
due to nearly 30 lakh su-
garcane farmers, failing
which the association
members will sit on a dhar-
na in front of Vidhana
Soudha,” he added.



Hopes pinned on copious northeast monsoon

BV.Shivashankar@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The slightly higher
inflow in the KRS dams over the
past couple of days would have
come as a huge relief to the gov-
ernment which is desperately hop-
ing it rains — and well — across
the state. With the southwest mon-
soon being a washout, the govern-
ment is banking heavily on a copi-
ous northeast monsoon, the sec-
ondary rainy season.

The southwest monsoon failure
means a meagre Kharif harvest.
The government is hoping the rabi
season would be better and it is
buoyed by favourable weather fore-
casts. While Karnataka saw an
overall rain deficit of 27% (against
anormal of 506mm) between June
and September; acute deficiency in
June and August (lowest in 125
years) resulted in severe distress
for farmers. The government even
declared drought in 195 taluks.

While 84% of the 82.5 lakh hec-
tares sowing target was achieved
in the kharif season, food produc-
tion is expected to be below 60% of
the target of 148.21akh tonnes. The
saving grace was the pre-monsoon

Picture for represent

season that recorded a 1% above
normal rainfall of 115mm.

However, the northeast mon-
soon season which begins on Oc-
tober 1 and lasts till the end of
December is predicted to be almost
normal (182mm) and that has
given both farmers and the govern-
ment reason for hope.

Moreover, based on previous
patterns, experts say the north-
east monsoon generally is strong-
er when the southwest monsoon
fails. “I hope the monsoon follows

Source: Times of India dated 20-09-2023, Pg No.4

BENGALURU, DHNS:

Normal rainfall: 595 mm
Rain till September 1: 506mm

Source: GoK

the pattern this year too,” said
MN Thimme Gowda, head of
agro-meteorology, University of
Agricultural Sciences, GKVK,
Bengaluru. He pointed out that
in 2019, the northeast monsoon
was 50% above normal following
a 30% deficit in the southwest
season. In 2020, rainfall was al-
most double the normal during
the rabi season, while the kharif
season saw a 23% deficit.
Moderate to heavy rain is ex-
pected from the second part of
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Poultry farming is agricultural,
not commercial activity, says High Court

ment of taxes on the property

asifitisanindustry.

the gram panchayat has no ju-

risdiction.

September onwards and dams are
expected to be filled due to cy-
clones, which are normal during
the season. Preliminary estimates
suggest kKharif crops like paddy
and sugarcane have failed, while
rabi crops like Bengal gram, field
beans, safflower, jowar, other mil-
lets and pulses are expected to see
a good harvest.

“A normal northeast monsoon
will benefit farmers in the black
soil region,” said Putra, director,
department of agriculture. “Agri-
cultural activities will revive espe-
cially in the 13 districts, or the deep
cotton region, in north Karnataka.
Farmers may even make up for the
10 lakh unsown hectares in the
kharif season.”

Anticipating a better season,
Putra said the department has
stored 5 lakh quintals of Bengal
gram seeds as against a normal
requirement of 2.5 lakh quintal.

But officials in the Karnataka
State Natural Disaster Monitoring
Centre sounded a word of caution
saying the information they have
received is not encouraging. “Let
us wait for the actual prediction,”
an official said.

Justice Suraj Govindaraj
noted that Schedule IV does

he high court has said
that poultry farm activ-
ity is an agricultural ac-
tivity and cannot be termed as

The petitioner K Narasim-
hamurthy owns 4 acres in Na-
gasandra village.

He had ap-

He moved the high court,
contending that both dairy
farming and poul-
try farming are ag-

not contain any other classifi-
cation of a poultry farm enti-
tling the panchayattolevy any
tax.

acommercial activity entitling proached the gram ricultural activities. Citing E Bhaskar Rao’s case
the panchayat to levy any tax panchayat for is- On the other hand, ofthehighcourt, the courtsaid
underthe provisionsof Karna- suance of NOC for i thegovernmentad- that poultry farms being run
taka GramSwarajand Pancha-  getting an electrici- vocate argued that on agricultural land not being
yatRaj Act. ty connection to the running a poultry a commercial activity but be-

The Sondekoppagrampan-  building constructed farm is a commer- inganagricultural activity, the
chayat in Bengaluru north ta- in a portion of the cial activity and as panchayat would not have any
lukhaddemandedRs1.371akh  property wherein he HIGH COURT such, poultry farm power to levy any tax in terms
for issuing NOC to enable the intended to conduct is a commercial of Schedule IV. The court di-
petitioner to get an electricity poultry farming. building in terms of Clause rectedthepanchayattorefund

connection on the ground that Though Narasimhamurthy A(ii) of Schedule IV attracts the money collected from the

hewould beliable to make iai- iajd Rs 59|551| herealisedthat tax. ietitioner.

Source: Deccan Herald dated 22-09-2023 page no. 3B
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CM appreciates 19.2% growth rate in collection of taxes

The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah has directed Com-
mercial Tax Department
officers to take strict action
against cases of tax eva-
sion, tax leakage, and tax
pilferage in Karnataka.

The

Chief

Minister

chaired a review meeting

of the department and ap-
preciated the 19.2% growth
rate in the collection of tax

by the department, which
is the highest in the coun-
try.

Officers must
Q explore
opportunities to detect
tax evasion cases by
intensive enforcement
to exceed the tax
collection target.

SIDDARAMAIAH,
Chief Minister

He said that officers
should not be satisfied by
this and must explore op-

Source: The Hindu dated 15-09-2023, Pg No.10

portunities to detect tax
evasion cases by intensive
enforcement to exceed the
tax collection target.

Country’s average
The country’s average tax
collection growth rate is
only 15%.

The share of the State in
the total tax collection of
the country is 9.4%. Offi-
cials explained to the Chief
Minister that the State’s tax
collection share was more

Why deep pocketed investors shy
away from deep tech start-ups

Shilpa Elizabeth
BENGALURU

ansoor  Rahimat

of Bengaluru-
based generative Al start-
up Beatoven.ai, is current-
ly in San Fransisco trying
to raise a series A round of
funds for his company. He
flew to the Bay Area after
finding no luck with the
carly-stage invesiors in
India.

“I tried to raise my se-
ries A round in India and
spoke to almast every fund
in India. But the feedback
from everybody was that
this looks like a hype cy-
cle,” says Mr. Khan.

He is not alone. Despite
being the buzzword lately
within the start-up ecosys-
tem, founders of several
deep-tech start-ups imply
that early-stage generalist
venture capital (VC) funds
in India have been reluc-
tant to invest in deej
tech. While the invest-
ments have gone up in the
last five years, the pace has
been slow unlike in the
case of consum ternet
or Saa$ start-ups.

Several founders The
Hindu spoke to point to
general risk averseness
and a lack of investors
from science or research
backgrounds in the VC
community as some of the
reasons. These, combined
with a non-availability of
patient capital, ofien leave
deep tech startups gasping
for breath.

Risky business
Mr. Khan and his team
started building the com-
pany in 2021 and managed
1o raise some early seed
funds sufficient to keep
things going for a while.
“Nobody back then
even knew about genera-
tive Al It was difficult to ex-
plain it to generalist inves-
tors who would invest in
typical consumer internet
or enterprise SaaS” he

says.
“In the ecarly stage of
deep tech, there’s nothing

Source: The Hindu dated 15-09-2023, Pg No.11

While investments in deep tech start-ups have gone u

really you can show. You
have to put in money to

build it,” he adds.
"To be fair, for private in-
vestors profits  matter

commercial traction. Also,
certain subsectors within
the larger deep tech ambit
generate more  interest
than the others; For exam-
ple, the  spacetech
currently.

But in general, deep
tech start-up investments
are seen as a huge risk

For one they have long
gestation periods, unlike
other start-ups. Built from
scratch, technology is the
differentiator and hence,
the moat. The numbers
game in terms of revenues
and customers follows la-
ter. But for the investors
that means longer wait
times for returns and un-
certainty in  terms of
whether the tech would be
able to deliver at all.

No quality feedback
‘While founders agree that
investing in deep tech is a
risky proposition, they
note that there is very little
quality feedbackfrom the
investors.

“Even if you are able to
show commercial traction-
. they want to wait and
watch. But if you are going
to do that, the opportunity
will pass. A start-up in the
‘West that may raise 20 or
30 times what we have
raised and quickly gets an
advantage over what we
worked on for years” says
Mr. Khan. Beatoven.ai
crossed halfa million users
within - six months  of
launch.

According o him fac-
tors like a smaller acquisi-

tion marke
in India making
the exit prospects
bleak for investors
and earlier experiences
of burning fingers by
vesting in hoax markets
‘have made investors much
more risk averse.

Bengaluru-based
pharmaceutical ~start-up
Bugworks Research has
raised 90 percent of its
funds so far from outside
India

“Nobody wants to fund
a 10-5-year moon shot
journey like ours,” says Dr.
Anand Anandkumar, co-
founder at Bugworks.

According to him many
deep tech startups get
through early stages by vir-
tue of grants and angel
funding. As they reach the
stage where institutional
investors are required to
step in, fund raising be-
comes next to impossible

Understanding the
science

“You are looking at so-
mething like a decade-long
gestation period when it
comes to deep science.
Nobody has that kind

of parient capital
available in In-
dia.  Another
reason is that
they don't
have  sub-
ject matter
experts in
their in-

Total funding ‘ Number of total

in USD
2222 million

|
2018 | S213million
2020 | S7L&milion
2021 | 12 billion
2022 | 2.4 billion
2023 | 5097 million

rounds

Anandku-

mar adds.

The founder of another
Bengaluru-based  biotech
start-up remembers the
times when they used to
talk to 40-50 generalist in-
vestors a month but saw in-
terest from only a handful
of them.

“I'have spoken to almost
all the early-stage VCs in In-
dia, but none of them un-
derstand biology,” they
note, adding that investor
parameters in India to eval-
uate deeptech startups are
often flawed

“What deep tech needs
is investors who can take a
bet on innovative work.
Since they don't have the
expertise, they can’t un-
derstand and hence can't
take that bet.”

in the last five years, the pace has been slow unlike in the case of other sectors such as consumer Internet or Saz

ly different story to tell.

Given the high risk and
longer gestation periods
associated with deep tech
start-ups, much higher re-
turns are expected from
them than the usual indus-
try standards. However, as
much as deep tech foun-
ders excel in developing
life-changing technologies,
the same cannot be said
when it comes to figuring
out a business model, says
several investors.

Pranav Koshal, fellow at
Kalaari Capital, points out
that deep tech start-ups are
often market creators, and
the investor therefore has
to spend a lot of time with
the founders understand-
ing the core technology
and its potential, the future
course, the market that
could be created, and the
impact it can have

“If you are undertaking
that journey, the end of
that journey needs to have
amuch higher impact than

is not

hifts from the

enough
While investors agree that
investments in deep tech
have been slower
compared to oth-

er sectors, they

; have a slight-

current industry  stan-
dards. If it's just marginally
better than what is in the
industry today the entire
effort you put in will not be
rewarded to the same de-
gree,” he says.

Arpit Agarwal, a direc
tor at Blume Ventures-
, notes that a deep tech
company has to win not
because it is deep tech, but
because itis a better invest-
ment opportunity.

“If deep tech is not go-
ing to get me better than
average returns which are
available in other sectors at
that point of time, then
deep tech will not qualify,”

ys.

“In some cases, I'll force
mysell and make excep-
tions which is how deep
tech investments in India
have happened from gen-
eralist funds so far. It is not
because companies are not
good, or technology is not
great, or we can't under-
stand the science, or foun-
ders are not great. Our as-
sessment is that deep tech
is not delivering the same
returns as some of the oth-

er sectors as of now.”

3oned Capital is one of
the investors at Bugworks
Research. Anurag Ramada-
san, partner at 3oned is a
big believer in the defensi-
bility of deep tech
start-ups.

High defensibility
“We truly think deep tech
brings in a lot more defen-
sibility than a typical Saa$
product which is arguably
easier to copy,” he says.
“The challenge is that in
the universe of businesses,
a Saa$ product is very well
understood and the path
to building a business out
of a Saa$ product is rela-
tively easier. Which means
there is a lower risk in
backing a SaaS company.
Whereas in deep tech start-
ups while the defensibility
is higher, the execution
challenges are also high”
According to him, yet
another challenge is that
the deep tech entrepre-
neurship ecosystem in the
country is in an early stage.
“Very often entrepre-
neurs are researchers who
come up with a specific
technology but haven't put
enough thought into what
the business journey will
look like. This is where
even for VCs the barrier to
investing in deep tech com-
panies is higher. People
think VCs struggle in eval-
uating a deep tech busi-
ness. Deep tech is hard to
evaluate, but it is doable.
How do we take this tech-
nology to the market and
build a business out of it,
that is where the larger
complexity lies,” he says.

Losing out?
The reasons may differ, but
there seems to be consen-
sus across the startup spec-
trum that deep tech star-
tups are seeing relatively
lesser funding. Bur what
does that eventually mean
for the Indian startup
ecosystem?

Founders feel it will
force them to shift base to
foreign countries.

“Increasingly ~compa-

that in the previous year.

The Chief Minister in-
structed the officials to out-
do the given growth target
of 24%.

The progress would be
reviewed again after two
months. He said that by the
next meeting, steps should
be taken to make the situa-
tion more optimistic than
now. Officials of the Fi-
nance and Commercial
Tax departments were
present.

start-ups

nies will start changing
their headquarters in the
‘hope of connecting to cap-
ital in those countries,”
says Dr. Anandkumar of
Bugworks. “Imagine a
company from an Indian
town doing amazing work
that is important for our
country. When these com-
panies list abroad, all their
TPs move there. Then sud-
denly your national asset is
not yours anymore.”

Matter of time

Investors, however, think
it’s only a matter of time
before the ecosystem ma-
tures and funds start flow-
ing in faster. Mr. Agarwal of
Blume Ventures notes that
larger funds are now look-
ing at deep tech.

“Higher margins require
stronger technology un-
derstanding, technology
depth, or technology diffe-
rentiation. So, if we have to
achieve the end goal of
higher margins deep tech
is a must. Therefore, a
trickle of money is now
flowing into deep tech ven-
tures. There is an under-
standing that one has to
look at deeper tech and
that you can’t just get away
Ty investing into business
re-engineering,” he says.

While researchers be-
«coming part of the VC com-
munity has not become a
trend yet, Mr. Agarwal
feels that over the course
of time, as tech becomes
deep enough, generalist
funds will start hiring PhD
scholars. Mr. Koshal of Ka-
laari Capital notes that
they regularly consult the
academia when it comes to
investing in deep tech
startups.

“I think the trend is pos-
itive,” says Mr. Ramadasan
of 30ne4.

“No one is doing as ma-
ny deep tech deals as they
do Saas deals. But over the
last few years deep tech in-
vestments have grown. Do
Llike for it to be faster? Yes-

But we are seeing more
maturity in the deep tech
start-up ecosystem. It's a
steep learning curve”




semiconductor unit in K’taka

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: Tata is planning to in-
vest Rs 200 crore and offer 155 new
jobsforasemiconductor testingand
packing unit at Narasapura in Ko-
lar district, about 70km from here.
With Wistron’s iPhone manufac-
turing unit in Kolar being taken
over by Tata, it is likely to set up an
assembly, testing, marking and
packaging (ATMP) plant there, ac-
cording to a state industries depart-
ment official. ATMP plays a major
role in the semiconductor indust-
ry’s ecosystem. Once a chip is prin-
ted, it must be tested and packaged
before it can be shipped to manufac-
turers. The planned investment by
Tata for its semiconductor unit is in
sync with the Karnataka govern-
ment’s initiatives to shore up in-
dustrial development in the state.
On Friday, the state-level single-
window clearance committee
(SLSWCC), headed by industries
and infrastructuredevelopment mi-
nister MB Patil, cleared 91 industri-
al investment proposals worth Rs
7,660 crore, with the potential to ge-
nerate 18,146 jobs.
MarutiSuzukiIndia, South West
Mining, Tata Semiconductor, Kryp-
ton (India) Solutions, and Aequs
Consumer are among the major
firms from which investment pro-
posals have been approved by the go-
vernment to further the cause of in-
dustrial development in the state.
Major investment proposals

OTHER BIG
PROPOSALS
APPROVED

Gurudev BioRefineries & Tadavalaga post, Indi taluk,
Allied Industries Vijayapura district predgore oo
Halwarti village, Koppal taluk
Devashree Ispat and district Z470 crore | 800
Mindahalli Industrial Area,
Integrated Solar Power Kolar district Z442 crore | 720
Bhairanayakanahalli village,
Shashi Alloys Nayakanahatti hobli, %380 crore | 400
Chitradurga district
A Kanagala Industrial Area,
SFS Group India Belagavi district %250 crore | 844

Lam Research India

Mysore Petro Chemicals Deosugur, Raichur district
CV Raman Nagar, Bengaluru

3240 crore | 157
z236 crore | 1,724

approved during SLSWCC’s mee-
ting included setting up of Pratibha
Patil Sugar Industries in Vijayapu-
radistrict with an investment of Rs
490 crore and establishment of Ae-
qus Consumer Unit 3 in Dharwad
with an outlay of Rs456 crore.

Tata Semiconductor Assembly
and Test Private Limited will be co-
mingto Kolar with an investment of
Rs 200 crore and offering 155 new
jobs; Maruti Suzuki India Ltd has
set its sights on Nelamangala in
Bengaluru Rural district withan in-

Source: Times of India dated 17-09-2023, Pg No.3

vestment of Rs138crore; South West
Mining Limited will have a set-up at
Musinayakanahalliand Torangallu
in Sandur taluk of Ballari district
with an investment of Rs 411 crore,
offering jobs to 65 people, to name a
few. The government has alsoappro-
ved 26 projects involving more than
Rs 50 crore of investment and with
the potential to create 13,742 jobs.
Of the total 91 proposals shown
the green light, 57 are valued betwe-
enRs15croreand Rs50 crore, promi-
singajob potential of 4,404.
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Fresh ray of hope for investors
who lost money in IMA scam

Competent Refund saga
m 63,000 investors filed

aUthorlty_llkely tD claims for Rs 2,600 cr.
repay oK investors m Claims were reduced to
Rs70cr by Oct Rs 1,421 cr after deducting

the money investors had
S A received from IMA.
m Competent authority has
auctioned all of IMA's movable
assets and fully repaid 6,800
small investors, whose claims

Thousands of investors fotalledRs 19.62cr.

MUTHI-UR-RAHMAN SIDDIQUI
BENGALURU, DHNS

who lost their hard- m It will now pay the 55,000

earned money in the investorsRs 69.46 cr.
IMA Ponzi scam four years
ago could get some of it back
as early as October. Govern-
ment authorities are prepar-
ing to disburse nearly Rs 70 . - .
crore.

IMA, a so-called Halal in- ngpm OUt on ball
vestmentcompany, wentbust ® IMA founder Mohammed
in June 2019 after its founder Mansoor Khan has been re-
Mohammed Mansoor Khan leased on bail, officials say.

m |tcan getanother
Rs 350-375 cr by auctioning
IMA's immovable assets.

fled to Dubai. The Bengalu-
ru-headquartered company andimmovableassetsvaluedat
owed its 63,000 investors Rs Rs 450 crore. It has so far set-
2,600 crore. Manyinfluential tled the claims of 6,800 inves-
people, including senior poli- torswhose dueswerelessthan
ticiansandbureaucrats,were Rs 50,000 by paying them Rs
allegedlyinvolvedinthescam. 19.62 crore. It is set to repay

The state government set another Rs 69.46 crore. The
up a special officer and com- money was generated from
petent authority to recover the auction of IMA’s movable
investors’money. Theauthor- assets such as jewellery, cars

Duringahearing beforethe
91st Additional City Civil and
Sessions Judge Sridhar Gopal-
akrishna Bhat on September
19, the competent authority
presented a mathematical
formula for disbursing Rs
69.46 crore to over 55,000
depositors.

“We will follow the equita-
ble principle of moneydisburs-
al. All depositors will be cov-
ered, irrespective of the size
of their investment,” Amlan
Aditya Biswas, the competent
authority, told DH.

According to the special
public prosecutor, investors
have been categorised into
theleastaffected and the most
affected. An investor who has
received 90% of the money
will be considered the least af-
fected. Similarly, an investor
who hasn’t received anything
willbethe mostaffected. “The
most affected will get more
than the least affected,” the
SPPsaid.

The court will pronounce
itsorder on October 3. “Based
on the court order, we will be
able to disburse the money
to all investors in 15 days, by
the end of October,” a source
said. The authority has ver-
ified the KYC documents of
the claimants and sent them

The authority expects to
receive another Rs 350-375
crore by auctioning the com-
pany’s immovable assets.
However, the process will take
time because thoseassets have
also been attached by the Di-
rectorate of Enforcement.

The authority will move a
fresh application before the
ED court for permission to
auction IMA’s immovable as-
setsonce charges are framed,
the SPP added.

Shivajinagar MLA Rizwan
Arshad said the CBI and the
EDI had “failed” to prosecute
the mighty and recover inves-
tors’ money from them be-
cause many switched political
loyalties.

Meanwhile, Karnataka’s
Department of School Educa-
tion and Literacy has agreed
to withdraw a court case
pertaining to VK Obaidullah
School, Shivajinagar, and re-
turnRs12-13 crore tothe com-
petent authority, according to
Arshad.

IMA had “adopted” the
government-run school by
spending investors’ money.
While the government took
the school backafter the scam
surfaced, it declined to return
the money to the competent
authority. It has changed its

ii has seized IMA’s movable and electronic devices. SMSsl the source added. stance now.

Source: Deccan Herald dated 22-09-2023 page no. 4
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HC stays MBBS seat allotment in mop-up
round to those admitted in earlier rounds

The High Court of Karnataka made it clear that students who have not paid the fees and completed admission would

be eligible for consideration for allotment of seats in the mop-up round

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The High Court of Karnata-
ka has stayed allotment of
seats in the mop-up round
for undergraduate medical
courses to candidates who
have already been admit-
ted to the colleges on allot-
ment of seats in the first
and second round of coun-
selling, and those who
have paid fees but not re-
ported to the colleges after
allotment of seats in the se-
cond round, based on
UGNEET-2023.

However, the court
made it clear that students
who have not paid the fees
and completed admission
would be eligible for con-
sideration for allotment of
seats in the mop-up round
to fill the remaining vacant
UG medical seats.

A Division Bench com-

FROM THE COURT

prising Justice G. Narendar
and Justice Vijayakumar A.
Patil passed the interim or-
der on the petitions filed
by 18-year-old Mahendra
Reddy C.N. of Chickballa-
pur and 20-year-old Hi-
tashree Y.L. of Mysuru.
The petitioners have
questioned the legality of
the notification issued by
the Karnataka Examina-
tions Authority (KEA) on
September 14 in allowing

Petitioners had
questioned the
legality of the
notification issued by
the Karnataka
Examinations
Authority on
September 14

even candidates who have
already been allotted seats
and completed admissions
in the earlier two rounds
being permitted to partici-
pate in the mop-up round.

Contrary to instructions
It was complained in the
petitions that allowing al-
ready admitted candidates
to participate in the mop-
up round is contrary to the
admission instructions is-
sued by the KEA at the
time of commencement of
the admission process. It
was also pointed out on be-

Source: The Hindu dated 21-09-2023, Pg No.9

half of the petitioners that
the KEA itself, in its earlier
circular of September 13
had made it clear that can-
didates who had already
taken admission in any col-
lege are not eligible to par-
ticipate in the mop-up
round.

Meanwhile, the KEA
told the HC that it had de-
cided to allow candidates,
who secured admission in
earlier rounds to partici-
pate in mop-up round in
view of the availability of a
large number of vacant
seats, 482 seats under the
private quota and 37 seats
under the government
quota.

The KEA, in its Septem-
ber 14 circular had stated
that 482 private quota
seats and 37 government
quota seats had remained
vacant owing to non-pay-
ment of fees by the candi-

dates to whom the seats
were allotted in the second
round. Hence, the KEA had
said that it was allowing
the candidates, who got
admitted to the allotted
colleges during the earlier
two rounds, and also to
those who were allotted
seats but did not pay fees
and reported to the col-
lege, to participate in the

mop-up round
counselling.
‘What was prohibited

However, the Bench ob-
served that the KEA, by its
September 14 notification,
had attempted to do exact-
Iy what is prohibited by the
Rule (vi) of sub-rule 4 of
Rule 10 of the Karnataka
Selection of Candidates for
Admission to Government
Seats in Professional Edu-
cational Institutions Rules,
2006.
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Disentangling the 2030 global renewable energy target

he presidency of the 28th Conference

of Parties (COP28) of the United

Nations Framework Convention on

Climate Change (UNFCCC), to be held
in Dubai (November 30-December 12), has called
for agreement on a global target of tripling
renewable energy capacity from current levels by
2030. This figure appears in the G-20 declaration
too, though only as an aspirational goal to be
encouraged.

There is an undoubted win-win appeal to the
proposal of this easily understandable global
target. However, any serious deconstruction of
this target should significantly dampen such
enthusiasm.

In 2021, the global installed capacity of
renewable energy sources (RES) for electricity
generation was 3026 Giga Watts (GW), or 39% of
the total capacity from all sources. In total
electricity generation however, the contribution
by RES was only 28%. More than half the RE
generation was from hydropower, while solar
(13%) and wind (23%) accounted for about 36% of
RE generation, that is 10% of generation from all
sources.

Tripling RE capacity by 2030 implies a target
of about 9000 GW, which is more than the total
installed capacity from all sources in 2021, adding
about 6000 GW of RE capacity between 2022 and
2030.

Most of this capacity is expected to come from
solar and wind, as the time for construction and
operationalisation of any hydro plants, will
typically exceed the timeline of 2030 being
considered. Assuming a capacity utilisation factor
of 25% for solar and wind combined - more than
is current — this implies the generation of about
13,000 TWh of electricity from RES alone. If
growth in global electricity demand is at the
pre-COVID-19 decade average of 2.6%, then the
target of tripling RE capacity implies 38% of total
global electricity production from RES.

Regionally differentiated energy needs
However, there is no such thing as “global”
electricity demand, but only a global aggregate
across countries. Electricity demand across
countries is highly differentiated, and the rates of
growth vary for countries at different stages of
development.

Electricity demand is growing far more rapidly
in developing countries currently. Electricity
consumption between 2010 and 2019 in China
and India grew annually at 6.6% and 6.3%,

Tejal Kanitkar

is with the National
Institute of Advanced
Studies, Bengaluru

r

T. Jayaraman

is with the M.S.
Swaminathan

Research Foundation,
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At COP28,
developing
countries
should consider
the target only
if the North
commits to
equitable
absolute targets
domestically

respectively, compared to a 0.3% decline in the
European Union (EU) and a minimal 0.12%
growth in the United States. It is evident that any
substantial RE addition in the EU and the U.S.
must come from an accelerated phaseout of their
fossil fuel use by 2030. Currently, only 21% of the
electricity in the U.S., and 37% in the EU comes
from RES (including hydro and biomass).

1f the U.S. does not phase out its existing fossil
fuel capacity, it will need only about 26 GW of
new RE capacity to meet additional demand, and
its share of the tripling target of an additional
6000 GW by 2030, would be only a measly 0.4%.
At the same time, since India would need about
717 GW of RE capacity to meet additional
demand, its share of the tripling target would be
12%. On the other hand, if all the fossil fuel-based
electricity production of the U.S, and the EU is
phased out, they would need to add about 1565
GW and 538 GW of additional RE capacity,
respectively (again assuming current rates of
electricity demand growth and a capacity
utilisation factor (CUF) of 25% for wind and solar
combined).

In the second scenario, with a full phase-out of
fossil fuel-based capacity, the U.S. and the EU
would account for more than a third of the new
capacity, closer to their fair share of the burden.
This would also allow developing countries a less
onerous transition in the energy sector, without
the North appropriating even the meagre
remaining carbon budget with their still
considerable fossil fuel capacity.

The opaque origin of the global RE target
Unfortunately, the COP28 call for the RE global
target comes with a severe lack of transparency
as to its origin. What we do know is that the
inspiration flows from a report of the
International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)
that calls for “total renewable power capacity to
more than triple by 2030, compared to 2022
levels, to over 11 TW globally”.

Information available on the IRENA website
shows that IRENA’s scenario, underlying the
proposed COP28 target, is very close to the first,
highly inequitable scenario that has been
sketched here.

In the IRENA analysis, most of the non-RE
capacity to be added by 2030 is in developing
regions. By 2030, 80% of power generation
capacity in Sub-Saharan Africa is to be from RE
sources, as compared to only 70% for the EU. The
EU and Sub-Saharan Africa are projected to add

Source: The Hindu dated 15-09-2023, Pg No.14

about the same amount of RE capacity by 2050,
though the non-RE capacity in the EU continues
to be more than four times that of Sub-Saharan
Africa. China and India are to do much more,
with India needing to exceed even the very
ambitious 500 GW mark by 2030.

Lack of equity apart, such absolute projections
of installed capacity suffer from the fundamental
problem of divorcing capacity addition from
growth in energy demand. IRENA itself
recognises that relative targets are inherently less
risky as they are less dependent on demand
growth matching expectations. Further, if the
entire burden is on developing countries, this
enormous increase in RE capacity is not possible
without matching non-RE capacity for stability of
supply, and the availability of viable storage
options that are as yet nowhere near the scale
envisaged by such ambitious targets. Finding the
resources to build national grids adequate for
their development needs at such dizzying levels
of scaling up of RE capacity will pose additional
challenges, given the inability to reach even the
minimal annual target of $100 billion of climate
finance covering all sectors.

Targets for ‘thee but not for me’

Last but not least, the most vocal proponents of
this global target do not have any such a target
domestically. When Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced at COP26 that India would
increase its ambition to 500GW from non-fossil
fuel sources by 2030, U.S. President Joe Biden
made no such promise or declare any renewable
energy target. Nor has the U.S. shown any intent
to declare one, apart from a general
announcement (not committed under the Paris
Agreement) to decarbonise the energy sector by
2035. The EU too has only a relative target,
though an ambitious sounding goal of 40% of
final energy consumption from renewable
sources by 2030, but certainly not absolute. For
both the U.S. and the EU, these targets are
essentially market signals, which the
governments will promote, but are not
guaranteed by government intervention as in the
developing countries.

Developing countries at COP28, especially
India, should consider the tripling global RE
capacity target only if the North commits to
absolute targets domestically, that are equitable
and commensurate with their responsibility, in an
update of their Nationally Determined
Contributions under the Paris Agreement.
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GOVERNANCE

Book suo motu cases on instances of
fake news, hate speech, and moral
policing, Siddaramaiah tells police

Law and order is directly related to development of the State. Deputy Commissioners of Police and Superintendents of

Police will be held responsible for unchecked crime and organised illegal activities in their jurisdictions: CM

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

hief Minister Sidda-
C ramaiah on Friday

ordered the Karna-
taka police to book suo mo-
tu cases and take stern ac-
tion against any instance of
spreading fake news, hate

speech, and ‘moral’
policing.
Vote for change

“People have voted for
change and brought us to
power. We expect the State
police to also deliver the
change the people want.
Law and order is directly
related to the development
of the State and we will not
tolerate anyone who dis-
turbs peace,” he said,
speaking after the senior
police officers’ annual con-
ference in Bengaluru.

“We have zero tolerance
towards anybody who
takes law into their hands,
whoever that is, whatever

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, Home Minister G. Parameshwara, and DG&IGP Alok Mohan, at the senior
police officers’ conference in Bengaluru on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

their religion or party affi-
liation. We want to ensure
there is no communal vio-
lence. Action should be ta-
ken by registering a volun-
tary FIR against those who
disturb the peace of socie-
ty,” Mr. Siddaramaiah said.

Home Minister G. Para-
meshwara reportedly took
objection to instances of
police officials themselves
identifying with Hindutva

right wing and warned offi-
cials that the government
would not tolerate it.
“Disciplinary action is
usually taken against ju-
nior officials and not
against seniors. We have
decided to hold Deputy
Commissioners of Police
and Superintendents of
Police responsible for un-
checked crime and organ-
ised illegal activities in

Source: The Hindu dated 16-09-2023, Pg No.12

their jurisdictions and take
action against them,” Mr.
Siddaramaiah said, adding
that in his experience he
knew no crime could hap-
pen without the know-
ledge of the jurisdictional
officers. He instructed se-
nior officials to not only vi-
sit police stations but also
be on the ground and pa-
trol the streets regularly.
“The Constitution has

rejected social Darwinism
and given equal rights to
all. Police should not side
with the powerful against
hapless common people.
The police are often ac-
cused of high-handedness
when interacting with
common people. We won’t
tolerate that. Any instances
of high handedness will be
dealt with severely,” the
Chief Minister said. “I have
observed that a few police
officers have good rela-
tions with anti-social ele-
ments. How will people
trust the police then?”

Drive against drugs

Mr. Siddaramaiah said
thrust is also on rooting
out drug menace com-
pletely. “I have asked the
officials to launch a special
drive against narcotics in
the State, particularly Ben-
galuru. We are also think-
ing of forming a special
team for the same,” he
said.



Sex ratio dips in 20 dists; CM orders
strict monitoring of scanning centres

Officials Told To
Inspect Them
Every 3 Months

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Sex ratio, or the
number of females per 1,000
males, has declined in 20
Karnataka districts, accord-
ing to the government data
for 2021-2022.

The data, based only on
birth registration, paints a
worrying picture as it is one
of the basic indicators of
women’s status.

Chikkaballapura, Bagal-
kot, Kalaburagi and Bidar
districts are the worst hit,
with the ratio slumping to a
new low, according to the
health and family welfare de-
partment statistics.

Chief minister Siddara-
maiah and deputy chief min-
ister DK Shivakumar’s home
districts, Mysuru and Rama-
nagara, are among the 20 dis-
tricts where the number of fe-
males has dipped. According
to officials, Bengaluru Urban

DISTRICTS WHERE DISTS WHICH BUCK THE TREND
Mandya| 934 | 939 | 871 | 877
RATIO HAS DECLINED Belagavi| 921 | 934 | 937 | 937
| 001 20 2021 2022 Haveri| 957 | 946 | 933 | 951
Chikkaballapura| 952 | 953 | 967 | 868 N Koppal | 953 | 958 | 935 | 952
Bagalkot| 940 | 935 | 926 | 886 Chikkamagaluru| 959 | 969 | 940 | 956
Kalaburagi| 931 | 943 | 954 | 888 Shivamogga| 956 | 960 | 914 | 958
Bidar| 941 | 942 | 921 | 898 Dakshina
Raichur| 964 | 950 | 911 | 906 Kannada ke ||| BT €
Kolar| 965 | 962 | 958 | 908 Udupi| 958 | 958 | 952 | 967
Yadgir| 952 | 951 | 925 | 913 Chamarajanagar| 964 | 953 | 921 | 974
Ballari| 947 | 960 | 925 | 914 Source: Health dept; numbers represent females per 1000 males
Ramanagara| 945 | 962 | 927 | 916 TIMES VIEW
Bengaluru| g3 | 944 | 967 | 928
Rural he declining sex ratio in 20 districts of Karnataka is a worrying
Davanagere| 946 | 948 | 946 | 929 trend. With the advent of modern technology to detect a child’s
Vijayapura| 928 | 931 | 931 | 930 | sex before birth, abortions of girl children have led to highly
Mysuru| 962 | 961 | 931 | 930 | skewed sex ratios. This is happening because of the health
Tumakuru| 949 | 959 | 960 | 936 | department’s apathy and the negative mindset of society towards
Dharwad| 943 | 944 | 953 | 937 | women. Many parents prefer boys over girls, as they believe,
Gadag| 952 | 947 | 957 | 937 | economically, they are more viable. The unequal treatment of
Hassan| 958 | 973 | 965 | 937 | 9enders has broad societal consequences beyond individual
Chitradurga| 946 | 947 | 979 | 938 | iniustices. In China, for the one-child policy has had the
Uttara unintended consequence of leading to a stark decline in female
Kannada| 346 | 955 | 958 | 939 [ children. The result is surplus of males. The violent consequences
Kodagu| 977 [ 978 | 981 | 956 of | sex ratios may even translate into civil conflicts.
isnotonthelistbecauseof its prevent prenatal sex deter- marginally went up. Last
floating population. mination. The state has 3,092  year, the authorities had met

Diagnostic centres have
come under scrutiny as the
law prohibits sex determina-
tion tests. The CM has direct-
ed the health department to
take stringent measures to

scanning centres.
Siddaramaiah said health
department officials had

slackened when it came to
monitoring of diagnostic
centres after the sex ratio

Source: Times of India dated 16-09-2023, Pg No.4

only 14 per cent of their in-
spection target.
Siddaramaiah has direct-
ed officials to inspect scan-
ning centres every three
months for compliance un-

der the Pre-Conception and
Prenatal Diagnostic Tech-
niques (PCPNDT) Act.
Health department author-
ities say the law, enacted in
1994 and amended in 2003, has
been an important tool in pre-
venting sex-selective elimi-
nation.

According to National
Family Health  Survey
(NFHSS), over the years, the
sex ratio in the state has gone
upas compared to 2011 census
data, showing a clear in-
crease in the female birth ra-
tio. The improvement has
been attributed to strict im-
plementation of the PCPNDT
Act and Bhagyalakshmi
scheme, which provides fi-
nancial aid to every girl child
born in priority households
(earlier referred to as below
poverty line families).

The Sample Registration
Systeminitiated by the Regis-
trar General and Census
Commissioner of India
shows Karnataka has not
seenencouragingprogressin
gender ratio, an officer said.
As per SRS, the state’s sex ra-
tio at birth was 958 in 2011-13.
It fell to 916 in 2018-20.



Karnataka has a rich legacy of
women’s quota in local bodies

Despite strides made in local bodies, representation of women in the Legislative Assembly has remained poor

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

hile the Wo-
Wmen’s Reserva-
tion Bill intro-

duced in Parliament on
Tuesday has led to country-
wide discussion, Karnataka
has had a noteworthy his-
tory with regard to reserva-
tion for women in politics.

Janata Dal (Secular) su-
premo H.D. Deve Gowda,
during his tenure as Prime
Minister, was the first to in-
troduce the Women’s Re-
servation Bill on Septem-
ber 9, 1996, as the
81st Constitutional Amend-
ment Bill in the Parliament,
which proposed to reserve
33% seats in Assemblies
and Parliament. “Though
the Reservation Bill was
passed in the Rajya Sabha,
it was referred to the joint
select committee by the
Lok Sabha. A number of
political issues stalled the
passage of the bill,” said
MLC K.A. Thippeswamy, a
long-time associate of the
former Prime Minister. In-
cidentally, it was during
Mr. Gowda’s tenure as
Chief Minister that wo-

Afile photo of a protest demandi

men’s reservation in Pan-
chayat Raj was provided as
per the provisions of the
73rd and 74th Amend-
ments to the Constitution.

Prior to 73rd and 74th
amendments

However, Karnataka had a
reservation model for wo-
men in local self govern-
ments much before the
73rd and 74th amendments
in 1992. The State had pro-
vided reservation to wo-
men in the local bodies
even in the Karnataka zilla
parishats, taluk panchayat

ng, among other things,
reservation for women. The current Legislative Assembly, with a
strength of 224, has just 10 women members and the 34-member
Cabinet has no more than one woman Minister.

samitis, and mandal pan-
chayats under Nyaya Pan-
chayats Act, 1983, which
had been later carried to
Karnataka (Gram Swaraj
and Panchayat Raj) Act,
1993. In fact, Mysuru Prin-
cely state provided reserva-
tion in its elected bodies.
The Committee on Consti-
tutional Reforms, 1939,
headed by Dewan Srinivasa
Iyengar and famous Kanna-
da writer D.V. Gundappa as
its member recommended
exclusive reservation of 11
seats to women, including
one each to Muslims and

Source: The Hindu dated 20-09-2023, Pg No.6

depressed class.
“Karnataka’s legislation
in the 1980s became a mo-
del to the country and in
fact our act can be seen as
the genesis of the 73rd and
74th amendment. Contri-
bution to reservation went
to the Janata government
headed by Chief Minister
Ramakrishna Hegde, Rural
Development Minister Ab-
dul Nazeer Sab,” said form-
er Minister B.K. Chan-
drashekar, who also took
part in the discussions pre-
ceding the Rajiv Gandhi go-
vernment’s decision to
move the 73rd and
74th amendment. He said
that though decisions were
based on political calcula-
tions after Congress’s votes
were disturbed in rural
areas of Karnataka by the
Janata government, the late
Prime Minister was “ge-
nuinely interested” in wo-
men reservation. “In the
process, he was convinced
about the importance of re-
servation particularly due
to the feudal nature in
North Indian states.”
However, despite these
strides in local bodies, re-
presentation of women in

the Karnataka Assembly
has remained poor. The
current Assembly with a
strength of 224 has just 10
women and the 34-mem-
ber Cabinet has no more
than one woman Minister.

It is time for more
Meanwhile, former Minis-
ter Rani Satish, who was
part of the Mahila Horata
Samithi, an apolitical
group of women politicians
in Karnataka, said, “Over
the last three decades,
thousands of women have
occupied positions in polit-
ical and administrative
spheres due to reservation
in local bodies, and it is
time that they are given
more representation. Fi-
nancial capabilities cur-
rently deter the entry of
more women into electoral
politics.” Another former
Minister Motamma, also a
member of the Samithi
along with Pramila Nesargi
and Leeladevi R. Prasad
among others, said, “To ad-
dress the anxieties of men,
seat reservation can be ro-
tated. More women are
coming into politics now
than in the past.”



Karnataka’s share of women
representation in Assembly
lowest among Southern States

Infigures
mm Year | No.ofwomen | No.of women
2023 185 10 voters who voted percentage
2018 | 219 |10 2023 2,63,99,574 1,91,91,137 72.69
013 | 116 | 7 2018 2,49,10,888 1,78,18,310 715
2008 104 3 2013 | 2,13,67912 | 1,50,57,361 7047
2004 6 2008 19812639 | 1,25,01,931 63.10
oS i 2004 | 1,89,84380 | 1,19,45017 62.9
— 8- 1999 | 1,68,36,520 | 1,08,72,538 64,58
| 1994 | 1,51,23,835 99,62,033 65.87
1989 1989 | 1,39,85,552 89,60,070 64.07
L 1985 | 1,08,90,046 68,72,429 63.11
1983 1983 | 1,00,78,883 61,13,004 60.66
1978 | 1978 88,08,540 59,80,287 67.89
1972 | 20 | Nowinners g7, 73,55,741 41,84,091 56.88
1967 A © 1967 62,16,001 36,19,414 5823
1962 30 18 1962 55,13,993 29,11216 52.80
1857 24 13 1957 | Not available
(Source: Election Commission of India)
Afshan Yasmeen Currently, of the ties (the Congress had
BENGALURU 10 women in the fielded 15 women while the

While the Women’s Reser-
vation Bill has been passed
in Parliament, a look at the
representation of women
in the Karnataka Assembly
over the years shows a
bleak picture,

At 4.5% of the total
strength of Assembly, Kar-
nataka’s share of women
representation is the sixth
lowest in the country. In
fact, it is the lowest among
the Southern States” share
of MLAs in their Legislative
Assemblies. While Andhra
Pradesh has 8%, Kerala fol-
lows with 7.9%.

The share of Tamil Nadu
and Telangana is almost
the same at 5.1% and 5%,
respectively, according to
data.

Far better

Women representation ap-
peared to have been far
better in the first two elec-
tions in 1957 and 1962, with
13 and 18 elected, respec-
tively. Women representa-
tion remained in the single
digit since 1967, except in
1989, 2018, and 2023 when
10 women were elected
each.

Currently, of the 10 in
the Assembly, three are
from Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP), four from Con-
gress, two from the JD(S),
and one fought as an
Independent.

Rise in women voters
However, the number of
women voters has gone up

Karnataka Legislative
bly, three are
fir the BJP, four

from the Congress,

and one is an
Independent

significantly. From 55.13
lakh in 1962, the number of
women voters touched
2.63 crore this year. The to-
tal number of women vo-
ters have outnumbered
men voters in at least 17
electoral divisions out of
the 34 in the State this
year.

Too few winners
On the other hand, while a
total of 1,297 women have
contested polls from 1967
till 2023, a mere 110
(8.48%) have won. Of
these, 74 are from the Con-
gress (the highest), 19 are
from Janata Parivar (Janata
party, Janata Dal, Janata
Dal (Secular), and JD-U),
and 13 from the BJP.
Although the number of
women contestants has
been on the rise over the
years, former women
elected representatives
said the number of candi-
dates fielded by various
parties is still not in pro-
portion to the rise in the
number of women voters.

From major parties

In 2018, of the 219 women
contestants only 36 were
from major political par-

BJP and the Janata Dal (Sec-
ular) had given seats to five
and six women, respective-
ly). The remaining were
from smaller parties and
Independents. This time,
12 were from the BJP, Con-
gress nominated 11, and
the JD(S) 13.

The highest number of
women (17) were nominat-
ed by the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty, even though they failed
to make any mark in the
Assembly elections. The
rest were Independents.

‘Have goal, clarity’
Laxmi Hebbalkar, the lone
woman in the State Cabi-
net this time, attributed
the poor representation to
hesitation and lack of con-
fidence among women,
apart from other reasons.

“Most of the time, wo-
men feel they cannot take
up politics as a career as
they have other responsi-
bilities. The perception in
society is also that women
cannot devote as much
time towards politics as
men. Although the Wo-
men’s Reservation Bill is a
welcome move, I feel wo-
men should not contest
just because the seat is re-
served for them. Women
should be grounded, have
agoal, clarity, and vision in
politics. All these years, we
only demanded reserva-
tion but we did not be-
come inevitable on the
ground. We should prove
our leadership,” Ms. Heb-
balkar said.

Source: The Hindu dated 22-09-2023, Pg No.8



Onus of ensuring inclusion of all citizens in
welfare schemes on govts., say experts

At the Trustworthy digital identity international conference, experts highlighted the need for inclusion being the northstar while designing a universal digital ID system

Shilpa Elizabeth
BENGALURU

bout two weeks
Aago, in a report
prepared for G20

prior to the Leaders’ Sum-
mit, the World Bank
praised the way India har-
nessed the power of digital
public infrastructure such
as Aadhaar and UPI to im-
prove financial inclusion
and delivery of public
goods and services.

The report which was
part of G20’s financial in-
clusion action plan for
2024-2026 shaped under
India’s presidency also
mentioned other digital ID
systems such as Singa-
pore’s Singpass, Philip-
pines’ PhilSys, and UAE’s
UAE-Pass.

With more than 1.3 bil-
lion registered users, Aad-
haar is the largest national
biometric digital identifi-
cation programme in the
world. Modular Open-
Source Identity Platform
(MOSIP), a digital identity
platform developed by the
International Institute of
Information Technology
Bangalore (IIITB) has been
working on a project to
provide digital identities si-
milar to Aadhaar in nine
countries including the
Philippines, Morocco, Sri
Lanka, Uganda, Ethiopia,
Republic of Guinea, Sierra
Leone, Burkina Faso, and
Togolese Republic.

Not entirely foolproof
While India’s digital trans-
formation has achieved
huge strides in financial in-
clusion, the system is not
entirely foolproof yet. The
twin aims of Aadhaar have
been eliminating corrup-
tion from the system and
inclusion of the underpri-
vileged and weakest sec-
tions of society through
proof of identity for every
citizen.

However, cases of peo-
ple being excluded from
welfare schemes due to fai-
lure of authentication or
lack of documents like

Cases of people being excluded from welfare schemes due to failure of authentication or lack of documents like Aadhaar still continue. The onus of fixing it always falls on the
citizens, and experts have been pointing out how problematic it is. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Aadhaar still continue. The
onus of fixing it always falls
on the citizens, and ex-
perts have been pointing
out how problematic it is.
“A person’s unique ID is
the coming together of
their history, the history of
a larger administrative sys-
tem, and various other as-

pects.

That’s why people’s vul-
nerabilities around IDs are
also very unique,” said Dr.
Janaki Srinivasan, Asso-
ciate Professor, IIIT-B. She
was part of a panel on ‘Dig-
ital divides and inclusion’ at
the Trustworthy digital
identity international con-
ference by IITB and The
Alan Turing Institute.

“The story we often
hear is that when people
have multiple IDs it is to
make wrong use of the
available benefits.”

“But what we found in
our research was that in
some cases it was simply a
way of coping,” said Dr. Ja-
naki, citing the example of
women who had to move

2 —
The panellists discussing digital identity and data security.

from their native place af-
ter marriage.

She noted that it was si-
milar in the case of several
migrant workers too. A mi-
grant who has moved to a
big city may need an ID to
do transactions in his na-
tive and another ID for his
transactions in the city.

Given the multiple
needs and the phase of life

in which people are, they
may have completely legi-
timate reasons for having
multiple IDs, Dr. Janaki
noted.

“Most of the groups we
identify as vulnerable have
stitched their life together
with so many fragile
threads. When a new sys-
tem comes in it's not so
much about the specifics

Source: The Hindu dated 22-09-2023, Pg No.9

of that system being bad in
any sense, it’s just that the
system upends what they
already know. They are
generally not in a position
to spend a lot of effort and
resources to understand

how the new system
works. They may find ways
around it. But it definitely
increases the labour they
have to put in to relearn
the system, reconfiguring
their networks and so on
and so forth,” she said.

Humane grievance
BBMP relaunched the ‘Fix
My Street’ app earlier thi-
s year allowing citizens to
report potholes. Within 15
days of launch, the app
saw more than 2,500 com-
plaints being registered.
The last few years have
seen several central and
state government depart-
ments rolling out similar
apps for  grievance
redressal.

While apps for grie-
vance redressal may sound
excellent in theory, they

get more complicated in
real according to experts.
Citing a field study done in
three states, Sarayu noted
that grievance redressal in
India has mostly been me-

diated.

gally bound to take upon
the onus of people being
excluded and carry out
grievance redressal.

“Fixing where that ac-
countability is and how
you take that accountabili-
ty forward is a very critical
priority. It may get better
with time. But we cannot
totally expect to learn it on
the field,” she said.

Inclusion vs security

In June, COVID-19 vaccina-
tion data of several Indians
was reportedly leaked on a
Telegram bot.

The data leaked from
the government-funded
CoWIN portal included
name, gender, birth de-
tails, Aadhaar numbers,
PAN cards, passport num-
bers, voter IDs and vacci-
nation centre details as per
reports.

Data breaches make ci-
tizens extremely vulnera-
ble to scams, manipula-
tion, and exploitation.
Reports suggest that Aad-
haar related scams have
been on the rise in the
country.

“There’s a huge diffe-
rence between building an
inclusive technology and a
technology that prevents
fraud and ensures security

to

Ganesan, Head of Engi-
neering at MOSIP, digital
systems have the inherent
problem of not being hu-
mans. He remembered
how his father, whenever
faced with a problem re-
garding his property tran-
sactions, would walk up to
one of the department
staff, tell them his situa-
tion, convince them, and
get them involved to find a
solution.

“The moment it moved
online, things changed.
Now his only option was to
depend on me to fill things
out online. Grievance has
to be humane, and it is go-
ing to be a tough exercise,”
he said.

Dr. Srinivasan echoed
similar sentiments and
noted that the state was le-

privacy. S they
are on opposite sides,”
said Mr. Ganesan, adding
that inclusivity has to be
the basic principle on
which the system works.

He also pointed out how
using biometrics for verifi-
cation can be inclusive and
exclusive.

“My father can't re-
member passwords and
asks the security person’s
help to type in the PIN and
withdraw money from the
ATM. But when it comes to
fingerprint icati

Court, while hearing a writ
petition on the plight of
malnourished  children
from villages in the Jajpur
district, had ruled that fai-
lure of Aadhaar card, mo-
bile phone, or identity
papers of a particular kind
were no gmunds to ex-
clude people from welfare
schemes

“It is important to keep
improving your security
layers keeping the north
star as inclusion and not
the other way around. The
day you start doing it the
other way around and try
to prevent more people
from fraud, you are going
to exclude more people
from this system,” Mr. Ga-
nesan said.

Host of factors

Panelists also pointed out
that within the idea of the
universality of IDs, the
question of whether it was
framed as a policy or a
right deserved significant
consideration, and the
question of inclusion had
to be framed accordingly.

In the case of women
particularly many factors
mediated the securing and
usage of an ID, said Sarayu
Natarajan, founder of Aap-
ti institute.

“How women get out,
the cost of taking time off
to getan ID - a whole range
of such factors determine
whether a woman can get
out or not in the first
place... Thinking through
what this identification
means conceptually and in
what ways you would be
viewed by the state and to
some extent private enti-
ties are also significant
questions that mediate the
identity,” she said.

She also noted that
while inclusion into the

he is perfectly okay. But I
have also seen people
standing in queue unable
to get their fingerprints
authenticated. It's not
their fault, yet they are be-
ing denied service,” he
said.
In June, the Odisha High

system was often per-
ceived as a one-time thing,
in reality it is a constantly
negotiated  process.
“Technological shifts and
social practices can end up
including and excluding
people. It is a complex
journey,” she said.



8.3L saplings planted in 3 months;
min seeks audit report on survival

87% Planted
By RWAs,
Corporates

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Rattling off da-
tarelated to afforestation pro-
grammes, the forest depart-
ment on Thursday claimed a
whopping eight lakh saplings
were planted in the past three
months to increase Bengalu-
ru’s green cover. Though elat-
ed, forest minister Eshwar
Khandre assigned a new job
toofficials—toconductanau-
dit of these plants to under-
stand how many have actual-
ly survived.

The latest directive by the
minister is contrary to what
would happen earlier: Num-
bers related to new saplings
were accepted by all without
ascertaining where the plant-
ing happened and how many
survived subsequently.
Khandre said: “The mandate
was not just to plant saplings,
but also nurture them thereaf-
ter. Hence, I have ordered offi-
cials to do an audit along with
geo-tagging to track the
plants’ condition. Later, ran-
domcheckswillalsobedoneto
ensure their health.”

FOR THE LOVE OF NATURE: Plant saplings
are sold at forest department nurseries. It
claimed over 4.7 crore saplings were planted

across the state in the past three months

BOOST TO GREEN COVER

B'luru/BBMP| 1,02,848| 7,26,767| 8,29,615

B'luru Rural| 5,78,156| 5,44,900| 11,23,056

Ramanagara| 3,14,084| 6,15290] 9,29,374

Kolar| 13,90,659| 12,06,879] 25,97,538

Chikkaballapura| 7,07,887| 8,85,550| 15,93,437

Source: Forest dept

TIMES VIEW

tis heartening to know

that the government
has initiated an audit to
track the status of

24 saplings that are planted
8 across the state as part

of afforestation drives. If
planting of saplings is
one half of the story,

% then ensuring their

4 survival through proper
i nurturing is the other
| half and any effort to

preserve greenery will

.- reach fruition only if

both these aspects are
pursued in right earnest.
Itis also commendable
that afforestation

1 drives undertaken by

individuals and
organisations in
Bengaluru, in terms of
the number of saplings
planted, have outshone
the forest department’s
efforts, yet again proving
that the community itself
can serve as an agent for
positive change, well
beyond the scope of
institutional patronage.

The government had set

lakh were planted across the

itself a target of plantingfive
crore saplings across the
state. The forest department
on Thursday claimed over 4.7
crore saplings were planted
in three months. Of them, 8.3

Source: Times of India dated 22-09-2023, Pg No.2

city and 11.2 lakh in Bengalu-
ru Rural district, comprising
Devanahalli, Hoskote and
Nelamangala.

What’s more interesting
is that 87 per cent of the 8.3

lakh saplings were planted by
citizens, Resident Welfare
Associations and corporates.
The forest department sells
saplings of variousspecies to
interested citizens.

“Citizens, civic groups
and corporates may have
planted the saplings on both
public and private land
across Bengaluru. Regard-
less of the locations, I have
told officials to submit a re-
port on their condition,”
Khandre added.

Referring to the increased
participation of citizens and
corporates, a senior forest of-
ficial said, “Green activismin
Bengaluru is something
which is unparalleled. This
could be due to the fact that ci-
tizens here are witnessing
changes in climatic condi-
tions much faster than in
other parts of the state. Ben-
galuru has witnessed vagari-
es of nature like rising tem-
perature, pollution and deple-
tion of groundwater, which
has generated more interest
in planting of saplings. But
we have to waitand see wheth-
er the same enthusiasm is
shown in nurturing them.”

The government had
vowed to plant five crore sa-
plings annually over the next
five years. Notwithstanding
the weak monsoon, the de-
partment has achieved over
90 per cent of the target.

Back to Contents




INFRASTRUCTURE

What city needs: Solid engg
solutions to fix 5 pain points

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With its popula-
tion all set to touch 2.5 crore
in the next decade, Bengaluru
requires crucial engineering in-
terventions to prevent unscien-
tific urbanisation from taking a
toll on its citizens.

ENGINEERS

While several long-term plans
need to be drawn up for overall
development, TOI’s interaction
with Bengalureans (online and
offline) suggests the government
should start by addressing five
pressing issues — potholes, flyo-
vers, drainage problems which
come to the fore during rain,
parking and pollution and er-
ratic power cuts. This requires a
team of top-notch engineers who
can plan and deliver.

TIMES VIEW

t's ironic, but crumbling

infrastructure has often brought
disrepute to a city celebrated for its
technological advancement. Around
the same time last year, torrential rain
upended lives across all sections of
society — images of CEOs riding
tractors are hard to forget — putting
the spotlight on Bengaluru's
inefficient drainage system. While
that was an unprecedented disaster,
citizens face nightmares on a regular
basis, be it in the form of treacherous
roads, power outages or flood-prone
underpasses. Bengaluru needs
technically sound, not stopgap,
solutions for infrastructure to keep
pace with growth. Only efficient
planning and implementation can
keep the city’s image from nosediving.

TIMES TECHIES: Innovating for world | P15

-~| POTHOLES & PROTRUSIONS

he city has a road network of 13,000km but there is not a single

smooth stretch anywhere, including in front of Vidhana Soudha,
the seat of power. All roads, including the ones developed under the
PM’s Smart City project, are dotted with potholes or craters that have
been filled but resemble mounds and render the surface uneven.
“Why can't civic engineers ensure roads are smooth?” is the
common refrain from people across age groups who have ended up
with bone fractures or dislocations. Just a few spells of rain are
enough for potholes to resurface. Unscientifically filled potholes turn
out to be even more dangerous. In the past few years, potholes have
become the primary reason for fatal accidents.

RAIN & DRAINS

hen it rains, often it's difficult to

distinguish between roads and
drains. Collapse of retention walls along
stormwater drains and other major
drains has many a time resulted in flood-
ing of roads, endangering motorists.
Poor planning and unscientific execution
of drainage projects have caused dam-
age to the city’s infrastructure. Despite
several incidents, civic bodies have no
clue on why these structures crumble
and who should be blamed — contrac-
tors or engineers — for the faulty work?
Shoulder drains along arterial roads,
often clogged with dust and garbage
due to lack of periodic maintenance,
lead to inundation of streets.

SHODDY, SLOW FLYOVER WORK
As if the growing vehic-

ular congestion is not
enough, incomplete and
unscientific flyovers have
made commutes more
difficult. The under-pro-
gress Ejipura flyover
worth Rs 300 crore is
stuck due to incompetent
contractors, bureaucratic
delays and legal hurdles.
Hebbal flyover, a crucial
link between the city cen- a
tre and north Bengaluru and KIA, is an example of flawed design. Perennially
choked, it has seen several safety audits and interventions by multiple engi-
neering teams. Other prominent flyovers have also been in the news in recent
years over poor maintenance.

LACK OF PARKING; VEHICULAR POLLUTION

engaluru’s mass transit

system itself makes for a
unique case study for any
urban planner. While there
are grand plans of building
tunnel roads, flyovers and
closed loops, lack of parking
facilities has hampered
efforts to decongest city
roads. Namma Metro was in-

POWER CUTS DURING RAIN

ain and power cuts are often synony-

mous in Bengaluru. A brief bout of rain
during any season usually results in outages
spanning anywhere from a few hours to an
entire day. Despite crores of rupees being
spent on maintenance and upgrading electri-
cal installations, power cuts remain a peren-
nial problem. While Bescom attributes this to
uprooting of trees, rain-induced glitches and
overloading of existing infrastructure,

itially seen as a quick-fix to

Bengaluru’s mobility mess, but lack of sufficient parking at Metro
stations has kept several commuters away. Inadequate first- and
last-mile connectivity options around Metro and bus terminals have
contributed to the private vehicle surge, which has in turn worsened
the air quality of Bengaluru, making it the ‘allergy capital’

inadequate maintenance due to shortage of
engineers is a major issue. Its helpline is
flooded with complaints on unplanned out-
ages every time it rains. Though work is on
to take overhead cables underground, the
slow progress is also adding to the problem

INFRA UNDER STRAIN; WE REQUIRE TECHNICAL, NOT ADMINISTRATIVE ENGINEERS

“ Urban infrastructure in Bengaluru is under tre-
mendous strain due to the humongous load. Un-
fortunately, it takes time to create efficient infrastruc-
ture. Once created with huge investment, any infra-
structure — be it a house, road or flyover — requires
maintenance. Otherwise, society suffers as it becomes a

“ Given the challenges and rapid devel-
opment in the energy sector, we need
‘technical’ and not ‘administrative’ engineers
on the ground. Ironically, all electrical engi-
neers in the government have been reduced
to administrative roles and have lost touch

“ Bengaluru has enough engineers to
resolve its present-day urban mess.
Unfortunately, all of them have been

forced to ‘manage’ infrastructural problems
rather than resolve them. Unless we bring in
discipline by way of an Act

safety threat. All this can be done only by pro-
fessional engineers who keep abreast of the
latest developments in the sector. We have
been pressing for the Karnataka
Professional Civil Engineers Act to regulate
unprofessional personnel and ensure
better planning and quality in civic
infrastructure

HR Girish, chairperson | iNDIAN
CONCRETE INSTITUTE-BENGALURU CENTRE

with technology in the sector. They
should be relieved from desk
work and kept away from man-
agement compulsions to focus
on core technical issues that af-
fect citizens on a daily basis
Ramesh Shivanna |
CHAIRPERSON, ENERGY
COMMITTEE, FKCCI

prescribing punishment for
violations, engineers will contin-
ue to ‘manage’ as instructed by
the system. An engineer should
be allowed to work
without any interference
Nagesh Puttaswamy |
CHAIRPERSON, ASSOCIATION
OF CONSULTING CIVIL
ENGINEERS
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ORRCA comes up
with framework on
Brand Bengaluru

Darshan Devaiah B.P.
BENGALURU

The Outer Ring Road Com-
panies’ Association (ORR-
CA) has crafted a frame-
work and set of
recommendations  con-
cerning the Outer Ring
Road (ORR) for Brand Ben-
galuru. The report empha-
sises the existing challeng-
es while proposing
immediate, short-term,
and long-term solutions to
address traffic congestion,
metro construction, and
various other concerns on
the stretch.

The ORRCA will soon
submit the report to the
State government. Manas
Das, president of the ORR-
CA, told The Hindu, “The
proposed framework and
recommendation has been
prepared by the ORRCA,
highlighting the various
challenges faced by the
ORR and we have high-
lighted how we can over-
come the issues. The ORR
plays a critical role in the
city’s economic growth,
serving as an IT corridor
generating employment,
improving connectivity,
driving real estate develop-
ment, and providing essen-
tial ancillary services.”

According to the report,
the current challenges that
the ORR has been facing in-
clude traffic snarls, infras-
tructure breakdown, lack
of last-mile connectivity,
inadequate public tran-
sportation, limited alterna-
tive routes, inconsistent
traffic management, lack
of pedestrian infrastruc-
ture, and impact on pro-
ductivity. “Already, the

Outer Ring Road:
Key highlights

= Over 500 companies

= 9,50,000 employees

= Revenue generated from
the companies: $32.68
billion (36% of Bengaluru’s IT
revenue)

= Space occupied:
100 million sq. ft

Traffic snags and challenges
for multinational corporates

= More than 3-km-long traffic
jam during peak hours

= Peak hour average speed:
4.4 km/hour

= Revenue loss/year:
$15 billion

Source: ORRCA proposed
framework and recommendations

ORRCA is taking initiatives
such as traffic and pedes-
trian management, em-
ployees  transportation
programme, and aware-
ness campaign,” Mr. Das
added.

The ORRCA has suggest-
ed a proposal in its report
to declare the 17 km ORR
stretch and adjoining areas
as separate municipal
zones. The report request-
ed the government to ef-
fectively manage the traffic
during the metro construc-
tion and BMRCL to adhere
to the completion timeline.

The ORRCA report has
stressed the need for im-
plementing a public-priv-
ate partnership (PPP) mo-
del in the ORR to deploy
smart technologies and dy-
namic traffic management
solutions and establish
PPP arrangements for rou-
tine maintenance and re-
pairs of civic amenities.

Source: The Hindu dated 16-09-2023, Pg No.6



B'luru firm inks 3 pacts
to boost research in space

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru:Inamoveaimedat
advancing Indian life science
research in space, Bengaluru
headquartered Vellon Space, a
space enterprise, has signed
multiple agreements.

An MoU with German spa-
cebiotech firm Yuri will see the
latter offer its top-tier bioreac-
tors, which have been deployed
over 150 times on the Interna-
tional Space Station (ISS).Inre-
turn, Vellon Space will contri-
bute with its innovative Star-
Lab module, a miniaturised
space laboratory. “The synergy
between Vellon Space and Yuri
presents an invaluable oppor-
tunity for Indian biotech firms
to advance their research in
space,” Ajay Kumar, founder &
CEOQ, Vellon Space, said.

Felix Steiner, Space Access
Lead at Yuri added that the
partnership is poised to unlock
the door to groundbreaking
discoveries in life science rese-
arch.Inanotheragreement, Tai-
wan’s HelioX Cosmos and Vel-
lon agreed on the opportunity to
cooperate on space-based in-or-
bit microgravity research for
bio and material science rese-
arch and manufacturing. Under

An MoU with German
space biotech firm
Yuri will see the latter
offer its top-tier
bioreactors, which
have been deployed
over 150 times on the
International Space
Station

the MoU this HelioX and Vellon
will promote microgravity rese-
arch, make provisions to share
their respective R&D facilities
in India, Taiwan, Japan and Eu-
rope. HelioX is already working
as a launch service aggregator
on orbit bio-chemical experi-
ments, deep space mission con-
sulting service in the global spa-
ce market.

The firm also signed an MoU
with Atgenomix Incorporated
(AGTX), Taiwan, for space-ba-
sed in-orbit microgravity rese-
archforbioand material science
research and manufacturing.

The cooperation will have a
particular focus on the microg-
ravity related creation of meta-
data for biotechnology indu-
stries, thefirmsaid. Both firms
will share their facilities too.
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Vande Bharat to get you from B’luru
to Hyd in 8.5 hours; trial run today

Will Clock
Average Speed
Of 71 Kmph

Suchith.Kidiyoor
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The new Vande
Bharat Express proposed to
run between Bengaluru and
Hyderabad from September
24 will cover the 610km dis-
tance in eight and a half
hours flat.

The train, which will be
flagged off virtually by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, will run at an average
speed of 71kmph. A trial run
will be held on Thursday.

As per the tentative sched-
ule, the train will leave Kache-
guda in Hyderabad at 5.30am
and reach Yeshwantpur
around 2pm. In the return di-
rection, it will leave Bengalu-
ru at 2.45pm and reach Hyde-
rabad around 11.15pm.

Five stoppages
The stoppages are proposed
at Mahabubnagar, Kurnool

South Western Railway officials
said introduction of Vande Bharat
Express on the route will help
passengers in a big way. The
service will be available on all
days except Wednesday. The train |

is likely to have 16 cars

TRACKING SCHEDULE
Kacheguda to Yeshwantpur to
(train no. (train no. 20704)
20703) Timing (see
Timing from below)
5.30am Kacheguda 11.15pm
7am Mahabubnagar 9.40pm
8.40am Kurnool City 751 pm
9.30am Dhone 7.15pm
10.55am | Anantapur 7.15pm
11.30am | Dharmavaram 5.20pm
2pm Yeshwantpur 2.45pm

City, Anantapur, Dhone and
Dharmavaram. The new ser-
vice will be available on all
days except Wednesday.
South Western Railway
(SWR) officials said intro-
duction of Vande Bharat on
the route will help passen-

Source: Times of India dated 21-09-2023, Pg No.3

gers in a big way as it will re-
duce travel time and make
travel more comfortable. “At
present, 20 train services
connect Bengaluru and Hyd-
erabad, including superfast,
Rajdhani, mail express and
others. Most of the trains

‘CHENNAI-B'LURU-MYS TRAIN
RUNNING ALMOST FULL’

'wo Vande Bharat train services that are

operational in Karnataka have been
receiving good patronage. A source in SWR
said the Chennai-Bengaluru-Mysuru train is
running almost full. “Earlier, the occupancy
between Bengaluru and Mysuru was less but
now we see increased demand. The recently
introduced Vande Bharat train on the
Bengaluru-Hubballi-Dharwad route has 60-
70% occupancy. It takes six months for new
services to stabilise. Patronage in this sector
will also increase in the coming days.”

take 12 hours to reach Kache-
guda from Bengaluru.”

Sources said the train is
likely to have 16 cars. It will
be maintained by South Cen-
tral Railway (SCR) at Kache-
guda after the return jour-
ney from Bengaluru.



Exploring yet another option to solve
Namma Metro’s last-mile connectivity issue

Can the soon-to-be-operationalised Metro Mitra app change the public distrust of many such initiatives in the past that eventually failed to deliver?

Rasheed Kappan
BENGALURU
biquitous on Benga-
U luru’s streets, the
autorickshaw
should have been the most

effective last-mile connec-
tivity option. It is a no-
brainer, at least on paper.
Yet, the lack of an effective
price regulatory system
has made a mockery of the
auto meter, further push-
ing the city’s unsustaina-
ble, explosive growth of
private vehicles. Can Metro
Mitra and other options in
the pipeline reverse this
decline?

Developed for a mobili-
ty partnership with Banga-
lore Metro Rail Corpora-
tion Limited (BMRCL) and
expected to be operation-
alised soon, Metro Mitra
app promises to be a game-
changer. But can it change
the public distrust of many
such initiatives in the past
that eventually failed to de-
liver? Exasperated by the
inaccessibility and fre-
quent cancellations by au-
tos attached to aggregator
platforms, commuters are
desperate for a system that
actually works.

Prepaid in disarray
Pre-paid auto rickshaw
stands at many Metro Sta-
tions are in disarray. Des-
pite the inflated rate cards,
vehicles are often unavaila-
ble and the counters are
poorly staffed or closed.
Alighting the Metro, com-
muters end up paying hef-
ty fares after a hard bar-
gain. During peak hours,
the waiting time for an Ub-
er or Ola can get frustrat-
ingly long.

Metro Mitra is different
since it is exclusively for
Metro users, and the
routes are designed to orig-
inate from the Stations.
The plan is to extend it to
all existing stations across
the city. To beckon the
long-harassed commuters,
the app will strictly follow
the government’s meter
fare model with an addi-

Afile photo of Prepaid Auto Booth on

tional flat fare charge of
%10. This will cover the
pick-up and technology-re-
lated expenses.

Inter-modal connectivi-
ty has been a big challenge
at many of the Metro Phase
1 stations. Designated
BMTC bus bays are a rarity.
The new app is expected to
address this issue with de-
signated ‘Metro  Mitra
Zones, created for auto
drivers in close proximity
to the Metro stations.

How it works

So, here’s how it works:
Commuters book the auto
ride while buying a Metro
ticket from the BMRCL app
or through its WhatsApp
chatbot feature. Once he /
she enters the destination

M.G Road. Inter-modal connectivity has been a big challenge at many of the Metro Phase | stations, and the new app is expected to adress the issue.

in the app, an estimated
fare shows up. Post book-
ing, the commuter receives
a one-time password (OTP)
with other ride details. The
Metro Mitra zone is then
assigned to the commuter.
The system follows the
Open Network for Digital
Commerce (ONDC) model.

At the heart of the pu-
blic discontent with the ex-
isting ecosystem is driver
behavior. But, as Sampath
C., General Secretary of
the Adarsh Auto Drivers’
Union points out, the fault
lies also with the driving
schools and Regional Tran-
sport Offices (RTOs). “After
getting his learner’s li-
cence, the driver has 30
days to obtain his Driving
Licence (DL). During this

period, he should be clear-
ly told that the licence is gi-
ven for public service and
he should go to whichever
corner of the city he is
hired for,” he says.

Regulatory gap
Sampath notes that none
of the RTOs or schools edu-
cate the driver about the
rules. “He is not told ‘Don’t
take more than three pas-
sengers, don’t charge one
and half times beyond the
stipulated time limits.”
“Without a working
knowledge of these basic
rules, why should he be is-
sued the DL? They could
educate him at the time of
renewing license, fitness
certificate or permit, but
they don't”

Source: The Hindu dated 20-09-2023, Pg No.7

The Transport Depart-
ment has a functioning
training programme for
drivers of heavy vehicles.
“At an RTO on the city’s
outskirts, they get trained
for a full day and only after
this are they issued a li-
cence. Why can’t they train
auto drivers on the same
lines? The department col-
lects crores of rupees in
penalty. They can get all
the drivers in one place,
give them food, and con-
duct awareness drives. I
feel about 70% of the pro-
blem can be solved this
way,” says Sampath.

Professionalism

This is where Metro Mitra
could make a big diffe-
rence, feels independent

mobility consultant Satya
Arikutharam, who has
been actively involved in
developing the new sys-
tem. “With Metro Mitra,
they want to create a new
Section 8 company and
then run it as a digital
cooperative. But they will
onboard only drivers who
are professionals. Profes-
sionals in the sense that
the drivers will have to de-
monstrate  professional
pride, values, and eti-
quette so that their cus-
tomer behavior is proper,”
he explains.

The beta launch with
about 50-60 daily rides has
already elicited a positive
response from the commu-
ters, notes Satya, “Every-
body is surprised to know

that they are coming as per
the meter rates. Besides,
since the Metro Mitra
zones are defined by the
drivers themselves, they
don’t cancel a ride if the
trip falls within the zone.
This way, last-mile connec-
tivity will become more
reliable.”

Ruckus at beta launch

The Metro Mitra holds pro-
mise, but a ruckus at its be-
ta launch in Jayanagar re-
cently, has forced the
people behind it to disso-
ciate the app from any un-
ion. A section of the Auto
Rickshaw Drivers Union
(ARDU), linked to the
Centre of Indian Trade Un-
ions (CITU), had objected
to the union being associat-

ed with Metro Mitra. The
app platform is to morph
into a Section 8 company.

It is learned that the
app’s functionality will be
extended to 25 Metro sta-
tions by the end of March
2024. Currently, the beta-
launched platform covers
parts of RV. Metro, Jayana-
gar, Nagasandra, and Hosa-
halli stations, working un-
der the radar to avoid any
conflict.

Measure of success
Eventually, the success of
the system will depend on
reliability and sustainabili-
ty. As things stand, the geo-
graphical boundary of the
app is determined by the
drivers themselves. This li-
mit, called zone, is geo-
tagged. So, when a com-
muter scans, he / she gets
options only from that
zone.

Since the zone is de-
fined by them, the drivers
do not refuse a trip. Once
data shows the extent of
trips within and outside
the zone, drivers could
take a decision to expand
the radius of their zones to
get more rides.

This data-driven, driver-
determined approach
might just be the answer to
the problems faced by Ben-
galuru’s harried auto com-
muters. Add BMTC bus
stops and the transport
corporation, and we could
be in for a true
game-changer.

Namma Yatri
experience

Introduced less than a year
ago, the successful Namma
Yatri ecosystem gives some
hope to the people behind
Metro Mitra. Namma Yatri
has already crossed 1.03
crore completed trips and
recorded over ¥ 150 crore
in driver earnings.

The number of regis-
tered users is almost 20
lakh. A driver-centric offer-
ing, the app charges no
commission unlike the big
aggregators that Bengalu-
reans are used to.



Congestion tax proposed for
9 roads leading into B'luru

Will Improve Journey Time Of Buses, Delivery Vehicles: Report

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: The govern-
ment has beenrecommended
to levy congestion tax on ve-
hicles entering Bengaluru
through nine roads during
peak hours to decongest traf-
ficin the bustling city.

This is part of a recent
comprehensive report —
“Karnataka’s Decade - Road-
map to $1 Trillion Economy”
— prepared by the planning,
programme monitoring and
statistics departmentand Fe-
deration of Indian Chambers
of Commerce and Industry
suggesting steps that need to
be taken in various sectors.

The recommendations
pertain toagricultureand alli-
ed sectors, manufacturing,
technology, tourism, urbande-
velopment, startups and
Bengalurudevelopment etc.

Addressingconcernsrela-
ted to traffic congestion in
the city, the report highlights
that imposition of conges-
tion tax would help improve
journey time of buses, cars
and delivery vehicles. “The
objective would be to make
users conscious of the cost
they impose on one another
when they are on the road du-

Where levy has been proposed
allari Road, Tumakuru Road, Magadi Road, Mysuru
Road, Kanakapura Road (in pic), Bannerghatta
Road, Hosur Road, Old Madras Road, Old Airport Road

e -

/ s .
Create an 8-to-80 Bengaluru
tressing the need for building inclusive infrastructure,
the report suggested creating a Bengaluru that
embraces the “8-t0-80" approach wherein streets
could be used independently by people from the age
of 8 to 80. “Usage can range from an eight-year-old
riding a bike to school to an 80-year-old walking to a
shop. Everyone should be able to move about in a safe,
convenient and enjoyable manner,” it stated.

In the report, impetus has been
“ given to promoting public transport
and expansion of Metro network to
suburban areas. Three new Metro lines
proposed are Old Airport Road - from MG
Road to Hope Farm via Marathahalli and
Whitefield (IT corridor connectivity), Old
Madras Road - from KR Pura to Hoskote
(Narsapura industrial area connectivity) and
Inner Ring Road loop. Once a good public
transport system is in place, people can be
disincentivized from using private vehicles
by collecting congestion fee in certain zones.
Many cities like London, Tokyo and
Singapore have done this. Revenue
generated from congestion tax
can be used to fund fleet
expansion of BMTC, improve
footpaths, build bus priority
lanes, etc.
RK Misra | civic experT &
CO-AUTHOR OF A CHAPTER ON
‘BENGALURU CITY’ IN THE REPORT \i nd

ring peak hours,” it said.
Atpresent,12million vehi-
cles enter Bengaluru every
day. Levying congestion tax
could translate into signifi-
cant revenue for the city
FASTaghas been successfully
implemented here since 2021.
It is proposed that the same
mode be used to collect cong-
estion tax for ease and conve-
nience, the report said.

Source: Times of India dated 22-09-2023, Pg No.2

Itsaid congestion fee helps
in mopping up revenue,
which could be spent on pro-
moting public transport in
the city. It would also help in
reducing pollution and make
city centres more attractive
for pedestrians and cyclists.

The report said nearly 1.2
crore citizens waste 60 crore
person-hoursannually and al-
most 2.8 lakh litres of fuel per

hour in the city due to conges-
tion. The share of private ve-
hicles in Bengaluru surged by
280% between 2007 and 2020 —
to 2.1 million to 8 million vehi-
cles. Public transport infrast-
ructure, on the other hand,
has a low 48% usage and the
city’s public transport system
cannot keep pace with sub-
stantial increases in trans-
port demand, thereport said.
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8 years on, Kempegowda Layout
still lacks basic infrastructure

BDA cites discrepancies between
tendered and actual work

v

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

early eight years since
\- the allotment of sites,
the site owners at the
Nadaprabhu Kempegowda
Layout (NPKL) have been
struggling to get basic infra-
structure to construct houses.
The data on the progress of
the works at the layout clearly
indicates the lack of intent to
complete the works.
According to data, exclu-
sivelyaccessed by DH, between
July 2022 and July 2023, the
Bangalore Development Au-
thority (BDA) managed to lay
only 10.3 km of roads at the

drainsand 49 culverts werelaid
inoneyear, therehasbeenzero

progress on theconstruction of Sl ASRGRReE i
While close to 18 km of drains and 49 culverts were laid in one

minor bridgesand stormwater
drainsin the layout.

Not just over the last year,
workhasbeenstalled for near-
ly three years now, the site
allottees pointed out. “Sites
were allotted in 2016 and the
BDA awarded tenders for the
infrastructure works in 2018.
While there was some prog-
ress till 2020, the works hit a
roadblock after the pandemic.
Since 2020, there has been
hardly any progress,” said A S
Suryakiran from the Nadapra-
bhu Kempegowda Layout
(NPKL) Open forum.

year, there has been zero progress on the construction of minor
bridges and stormwater drains in the layout. bHFILE PHOTO

BDA had laid only close to 10
km of roads in a year, Surya
Kiran pointed out that they
were only mud roads and the
BDAisyetto asphalt them.
The site allottees pointed
out a number of deficiencies
in BDA’'s management of the
layout. From lack of planning
to failure in the assessment of
work quantity to monitoring,
BDA has failed, they said. The
allottees have also written

Deputy Chief Minister to BDA
Commissioner, pointing out a
dire need for the appointment
of officers. According to the
letter, only two Special Land
Acquisition officers and one
surveyor were putin charge of
acquiring close to 1,300 acres
for the layout and only five en-
gineers were overseeing the
civil works across the 2,697
acres.

Sources in BDA said that

quantity of work tendered out
and what was required on the
ground. There have also been
allegations thatadditional pay-
ments have been made to the
contractorsand the authorities
arenow scrutinising it.

BDA Chairman Rakesh
Singh, who acknowledged
the delay, said that the in-
ternal issues were being re-
solved. “There are a few inter-
nalissuesconcerningvariation
quantity and funds. However,
they are being resolved. We
willmakesurethatadedicated
team of officialsand dedicated
fundswill be earmarked for the
layout to ensure work gathers
pace,”hetold DH.

So far, BDA has missed mul-
tiple deadlines set by the Real
Estate Regulatory Authority
(RERA) and the petition com-
mittee of the assembly. In the
most recent review, the peti-
tion committee has directed
the BDA to complete the works
within 14 months.

laiout. While closeto18 kmof  While the data showed that  to multiile authorities from there was a variation in the

Source: Deccan Herald dated 22-09-2023 page no. 2
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Youths hit streets against IAS

officer’s trans

Hamsaveni.N
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: When was the
last time an IAS officer’s
transfer triggered a frenzied
response from Bengalure-
ans? While it might be impos-
sible for many to recall such a
situation in an era where ma-
ny bureaucrats are known for
corrupt practices, something
different unfolded on Satur-
day: Over 1,000 government
job aspirants, all in their 20s,
stomped the streets deman-
ding the government bring
back IAS officer Suralkar Vi-
kas Kishoras Karnataka Pub-
lic Service Commission
(KPSC)secretary.

A 2012-batch officer, Kis-
hor had become a ray of hope
for thousands of government
job seekers by injecting effici-
ency and transparency in
KPSC, which had become no-
torious for delaying recruit-
ments and nepotism in recru-
itments. The government mo-
ved him out of KPSC recently
allegedly due to opposition
from some political leaders
and was posted to BBEMP.

er om KPSC

back Suralkar Vikas Kishor (inset) as KPSC secretary

Youths, under the banner
of All Karnataka State Stu-
dents’ Association, took out a
rally in Vijaynagar. “This is
not a politically mobilised
group. All of us have come on
our own to protest his trans-
fer;” they said.

A protester said: “He was
pro-students and pro-poor. He
knew thatdelayingexams wo-
uld only scuttle our chances
of joining government servi-
ceongroundsof age, hencehe
ensured that exams were con-
ducted and results declared
on time. There was a time
when job aspirants were not
allowed inside KPSC office,

Source: Times of India dated 17-09-2023, Pg No.2

but he heard each one of us.
We started reposing faith in
KPSC after he took charge.”

Kantha Kumar R, presi-
dent of All Karnataka State
Students Associations, said:
“A lot of students have got
jobs during his tenure. He
used to communicate and up-
date us on X (formerly Twit-
ter) about the developments
related to theexam .”

From releasing answer
keys on the same day of the
exam to tracking file move-
ments, Kishor’s sincerity to-
wards work made him a sort
of hero that the youths looked
forward to, many feel.
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Sculpted in stone, 3 temples are testimony
to K'taka’s vibrant architectural heritage

Shrinivasa.M@timesgroup.com

imeless beauty, dexter-

ous craftsmanship and

culturally diverse de-

signs make the Belur,
Halebeedu and Somanathpura
temples —built during the 12th
to 13th centuries — outstanding.
These heritage marvels, rooted
deep in history and culture, are
the best examples of the coun-
try’s architectural diversity,
and have caught the global at-
tention with the Unesco tag
now. They were built during the
Hoysala dynasty that ruled
parts of southern India be-
tween the 10th and 14th centu-
ries and contributed immensely
to the fields of music, dance,
art, and sculpture. Sala was the
founder of the dynasty which
was in power for over three-and-
a-half centuries. These temples
are called the Sacred Ensembles
of Hoysala.

HOYSALESVARA TEMPLE IN HALEBEEDU,

Hassan district

uilt in 1121 CE, this temple, dedicated to Lord Shiva, stands out for its

architectural and sculptural forms among all the Hoysala-era temples.
Halebeedu town was originally called Dwarasamudra and was one of the
capital cities of the dynasty between the mid-11th century and the mid-14th
century. This temple has two Nandi mandapams: Hoysalesvara, the southern
part of the temple, and Shantalesvara. the northern part. This temple was

CHENNAKESHAVA TEMPLE IN BELUR, Hassan district
alebeedu and Belur
are the twin temple

towns in Hassan district.

This architectural

wonder in Belur town,

located 38km from

Hassan, is a Vaishnavite

temple complex. The

structure is surrounded

by the remnants of a

mud fort and a moat,

and pujas are performed
every day. Hoysala ruler

Vishnuvardhana was

involved in the

construction of this o

temple along with his wife Shantala, who is popularly known as Natyarani (dance queen) Rituals are

conducted at the kalyani (tank) on the southern side of the fort area even now. This temple has a connection

with Mysuru district. Belur was originally called Velapura, and was established as the Hoysala capital by

Hoysala ruler Vinayaditya in 1096 CE. In 1116-1117 CE, Hoysala ruler Vishnuvardhana captured Talakadu on

the banks of the Cauvery river in Mysuru. In the same period, he adopted Srivaishnavism. This temple was

built during that time. It was originally called Vijayanarayana temple, and later came to be known as

Keshava or Chennakeshava temple The complex has five shrines: the Ch K Kappe Chennigaraya,

Vira and ki/Andal

Pics: TOI

KESHAVA TEMPLE IN SOMANATHPURA,
Mysuru district

estled on the banks of the Cauvery river, which flows withina

1-km radius, this temple in T Narasipura taluk came into
existence in 1268 CE. Somanathpura village was also built during
the same time. The rare structure was built by Somanatha
Dandanayka with the financial help of Hoysala king Narasimha Il
An inscription at the entrance documents its history and this is the
last important temple built by the Hoysalas. This temple complex
has many other shrines too.

sponsored by

p
during the Hoysala rule. It was built in honour of king Vishnuvardhana and
queen Natyarani Shantala. Various tales from the Ramayana, Mahabharata,
and puranas are deplcted on the stone walls of the temple. One of all

these, both iconogl lly and i

merchant and general

ically, is the depiction of the

story of Gajendra Moksha.

Will ensure infrastructure & security, says CM

rime Minister Narendra Modi has said the

Unesco decision is a matter of pride for the
nation. “The magnificent Sacred Ensembles of
the Hoysalas have been inscribed on the
UNESCO World Heritage List. The timeless
beauty and intricate details of the Hoysala
temples are a testament to India’s rich cultural

heritage and the exceptional

proposed for inclusion in the list in 2014. In 2018,
these temples were handed over for restoration

of our ancestors,” he posted on social and p
media platform X.

Earlier, chief minister Siddaramaiah said his
government is working to ensure that the
tourist sites are provided with infrastructure
and protection of international standards.

Tourlsm minister HK Patil said Belur,

, and hpur sites were first

to the Arch | Survey of
India (ASI). In 2022, Unesco prepared a report
on the three sites and inspected them.

Patil hoped that with the heritage tag, the
temples will attract a huge number of tourists
from across the world which will boost the
tourism sector. “It will be good for the local

economy too,” he added. ™

Source: Times of India dated 20-09-2023, Pg No.5



Dengue cases soar in Sept;
daily avg up from 77 to 109

CLEAN AIR COOLER, DON'T LITTER

East, South &
Mahadevapura
Zones Worst Hit

Pearl.DSouza@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Amiderraticra-
in, the city is seeing a sharp
spike in dengue cases this
month. While August witnes-
sed 2,374 infections (average
of nearly 77aday), BBMP has
recorded 2,182 cases between
September 1 and 20 (daily av-
erage of 109).

The highest incidence of
dengue, according to BBMP
special commissioner (he-
alth) KV Thrilok Chandra,
has been in East, South and
Mahadevapura zones — both
in August and September.
Wardwise hotspots were una-
vailable for this month as the
statisticsare said to be fluctu-
atingalmost on a daily basis.

Data from the health and
family welfare department
showed Karnataka hasrecor-
ded 9,208 dengue cases from

- -

» Those with fever
should stay hydrated
» Use mosquito

~x24 meshes for doors
224 & windows

<X

Source: Health and family
welfare department

once a week
- » Avoid littering
,K\‘ house with bottles, tins,
tyres & solid waste
removing water at least
once a week
much as possible
» Those taking
. ~, those who develop
I:_l : dengue fever must
+ use mosquito net
which 5,220 were in BBMP li-
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total number of people tested
— are Kkeeping the depart-
ment optimistic. “The positi-
vity rate has reduced from
43% in August to 13% in Sep-
tember,” said Chandra.

He referred to the robust
efforts being made to reduce
larvae sources. “We have in-
tensified surveillance, heat-
mapped BBMP zones and mo-
re teams have been sent to
areas of high dengue preva-

lence,” he added.

While BBMP witnessed
two dengue-related deaths in
August, the state data audit
committee is yet to provide a
confirmation of the same, sa-
id the official, as the state
dengue statistics accessed by
TOI on Wednesday showed
zero dengue deaths.

Districts with higher
prevalence

Besides BBMP, which has
seen more than a fourfold in-
crease in dengue cases year
on year (1,161 in 2022 and 5,220
so far in 2023), some other
districts have also recorded
an uptick. They are Kodagu,
Bidar, Tumakuru and Chik-
kamagaluru.

Commissioner for health
and family welfare D Rande-
ep on Wednesday listed out
a slew of precautionary mea-
sures to curb the prevalence
of dengue and chikungunya.
“The Aedesaegyptimosquito
bites during the day, and the
symptoms are seen in five
to seven days,” said the com-
munique.



DH

i
DECCAN HERALD

Elderlyin Benga[uru facegrowing
cancerrisk, study finds

NAVYA P K
BENGALURU, DHNS

One in seven elderly men and
one in eight elderly women in
Bengaluru are at risk of can-
cer, with the numbers steeply
rising over the years, a study
from ICMR’s National Centre
for Disease Informatics and
Research (NCDIR) shows.
Senior citizens already
make up the majority of can-
cer patients. Of allmale cancer
patients included in Bengalu-
ru’s population-based cancer
registry (PBCR) between 2012
and 2016, 53.8% were above 60
years. Among female patients,
this proportion was 41.6%.
Across India, cancers
among the elderly are rising.
Though senior citizens are
only 11.2% of the population,

they will account for 48.2% of
cancer cases by 2025. Breast
cancer will make up about a
quarter of cases among elder-
lywomen, followed by cervical
cancer. Among men, the high-
est cases will be of lung and
prostate cancer.

The study, based on an anal-
ysis of the National Cancer
Registry Programme (NCRP),
was published in the journal,
Public Health by Elsevier.

Steeprisesince 1984
Analysing Bengaluru’s PBCRs
between 1984 and 2016, cancer
among elderly womenrose an-
nually at the rate of 1.7%, and
among men attherate 0f1.3%.
Among women in Ben-
galuru, uterine, lung and
breastcancerssaw asteeprise
overthe 32-year period. Uter-

ine cancer rose at an annual
rate of 5.8%, lung cancer at
5%, breast cancer at 4.3%,
and ovarian cancer at 4.2%.
However, cervical cancer de-
clined at the rate of 0.5%
per year. After northeastern
states which generally have
higher cancer rates, Bengal-
uru has the highest Age-Ad-
justed Rate (AAR) of cancer
incidence among elderly
women at 654.1 per lakh of
population.
Amongelderlymen,thein-
creasewas highestin prostate
and lung cancer, which rose
annually at the rate of 3.1%
and 2.2%, respectively. Stom-
ach cancers declined at the
annual rate of 0.2% though.
NCDIR Director Dr Prashant
Mathursaid, “Bengalurureg-
istry showed a consistent rise
of cancer incidence in old-

ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL
K. KAMARAJ ROAD, BANGALORE - 42
TEL : 080-25581238,
www.apsbangalore.edu.in

[ Sancatome )
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TEACHING STAFF:

SL. NO |POST & SUBJECT
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1 PGT: PHYSICS
PGT: COMMERCE
PGT: MATHEMATICS

POST GRADUATE IN THE SUBJECT AND BED
WITH MIN 50% MARKS IN EACH.

eradults. Longer duration
ofexposuresto lifestyle-re-
lated risk factors would be
driving the cancer inci-
dencerates.”

The study advocates
increasing the age limit of
breast cancer screening
among women to 70 years,
and also preventive screen-
ing for certain cancers like
lung cancer that have low
survival rates.

Source: Deccan Herald dated 2
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Speeding, negligence, and jumping signal key

reasons for accidents at junctions on Hosur Road

In the last three years, 25 major accidents were reported at Konappana Agrahara junction on Hosur Road that has both entry and exit points to NICE Road and the road connecting Electronics City

ACCIDENT BLACK SPOTS

Shreyas H.S.
BENGALURU

slight commotion
Aprevailed at NICE
Road intersection

in Konappana Agrahara
Junction on Hosur Main
Road on Thursday morn-
ing when a Bengaluru Me-
tropolitan Transport Cor-
poration (BMTC) bus hit a
car. The car was turning
left to enter NICE Road
when the accident oc-
curred. The traffic police
manning the junction said
that it is a usual scene ev-
ery day.

While minor accidents
may not go into the re-
cords as complaints are
not filed, the Bengaluru
police’s data shows that in
the last three years, 25 ma-
jor accidents were report-
ed at this junction that has
both entry and exit points
to NICE and road connect-
ing to Electronics City, an

Overspeeding is a major reason for fatal accidents during the night at Veerasandra Junction. SHREVAS H.S.

IT hub. In the case of
Thursday’s accident, both
the BMTC and car drivers
were seemingly at fault for
rash and negligent driving.
About 500 metres on both
sides of the stretch from
the junction has been
identified as an accident
black spot by the Bengalu-
ru City Police, who have
also suggested measures
to avoid such incidents.

The cause for minor ac-
cidents (no injuries) that
happen every day on this
stretch is speeding, negli-
gence, signal jumping,
lack of lane discipline and
uneven road, said the
police.

A traffic police person-
nel who man the junction
said during morning and
evening peak hours, negli-
gence is a major cause. Pe-

ople turning towards Elec-
tronics City on Hosur
Road cross jump signals,
ramming vehicles travell-
ing straight on the stretch.
“We record more than a
dozen violations just in an
hour during peak time,”
he said, adding that mea-
sures taken may not yield
much result if discipline is
lacking in motorists.
Lakshmi Patel, who

Source: The Hindu dated 22-09-2023, Pg No.2

Hosur Road

Black spots identified on the stretch

Agrahara,

junction,

Garvebhavipalya junction, NICE Road intersection

Naganathapurajunction | 8

19099
02

419 |6 2 1

junction, Electronics City Phase 1,

Black spots. No. of accidents No. of fatal accidents No. of grievous injuries
Year 2020|2021 {2022 [Total ‘ 2020 ‘ 2021|2022 Total | 2020|2021 | 2022 |Total

9 2|5 3 |10

Konappana Agrzhara 1418 |7|28(2 |1 |1 |4 R 76|25
Veerasandra junction R4[2]3 |5 ([2 |10 3|72 |10
Electronics City Phase 1 5|6 |4(1|3 0 2 5 2|6 2 |10

Garvebhavipalya
junction 5

l4]6|0 |3 |2

5 5] 4 2 |1

Interventions Sug

Rumble strips before and after signals
a Electronics City Phase 1

= Naganathapura
junction

»Konappana Agrahara | junction

= Garvebhavipalya

wNICE Road
intersection

Pedestrian crossing
aVeerasandra junction

» Speed limit
Ban on parking,
and halting

runs a shop here and tra-
vels daily on her two-
wheeler, said the at the
junction - both near the
signal and NICE intersec-
tion - some vehicles mov-
ing on the extreme right
cross from right-to-left to
move over to NICE Road,
which is a major cause for
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accidents. A senior traffic
police personnel said
while negligence causes
accidents during peak
hours, speeding is major
reason for fatal and major
accidents during the night
not just in this junction,
but also at Naganathapura
junction,  Veerasandra

WD

923500 DDT?

junction, Electronics City
Phase 1 and Garebhavipa-
lya junction.

In the night hours, ow-
ing to less traffic, drivers
tend to go fast. The drivers
in the wee hours doze off,
ending up in fatal acci-
dents.

On the other hand,

some callous individuals
enter this road for joy
rides and usually speed,
the police said.

At the junction where
three roads join, many
vehicles criss-cross in the
night hours jumping the
signals. The speeding veh-
icles coming on Hosur
road ram into these vehi-
cles crossing at the junc-
tion, they said. At the junc-
tion, driver of speeding
vehicles cannot control
the vehicles and to avoid
this, rumble strips should
be installed, they added.

Besides these, in the ab-
sence of pedestrian cross-
ing at Veerasandra junc-
tion, vehicles moving fast
on this stretch hit the peo-
ple crossing the road. The
volume of vehicles moving
at this junction is such that
pedestrians have to wait
for long before crossing.
Out of frustration, people
tend to run at the junc-
tion, said Mohammad Sa-
wad, who is regular com-
muter here.
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Women at wheel of sustainable
SWM progre in KGF taluk

Ranganath K| T

Kolar Gold Fields: Thirty-nine-
year-old Ashawakesupat4ameve-
ry day, wraps up her domestic cho-
res and gets her twodaughtersrea-
dy for school and college before
hitting theroad in her Tata Ace ve-
hicle. Asha heads out for door-to-
door collection of waste in14 villa-
ges that come under her Kangand-
lahalli gram panchayat in KGF ta-
luk of Kolar district.

Asha is among the seven wo-
men who have been literally put in
the driver’s seat of an ambitious
solid waste management (SWM)
programme that seeks toempower
women even while finding a susta-
inable solution to garbage pro-
blemsinthetaluk. While Ashaand
Pratihbha (from Kyasamballi
grama panchayat) have already
hit the ground driving their vehi-
cles, the five other trained women
are set to start their operations
any time this week.

The women have been designa-

DRIVING AWAY THE STENCH

ted to drive ‘Swacha Vahini’ vehi-
cles and steer the door-to-door gar-
bage collection initiative taken up
under the National Rural Living
Mission (NRLM) in the villages of
16 gram panchayats under KGF ta-
luk panchayat.

“Thad amonth-longtrainingin
not just driving the vehicle but al-
so segregating and recycling was-
teand handling all kinds of people
that Imay encounter when I knock
on the doors of houses to collect
garbage,” asserts Asha.

Women, infact, are beinginvol-

Source: Times of India dated 22-09-2023, Pg No.5

ved in all the tiers of the SWM pro-
gramme, which will provide them
with a chance to earn a livelihood,
said Manjunath Harti, executive
officer, taluk panchayat, KGF.

Two helpers trained in segre-
gating waste will be assistingeach
of the seven drivers. In all, 32 wil-
ling members of self-help groups
have been provided 30-day trai-
ning. Initially, the women will be
given an honorarium by the re-
spective gram panchayats and la-
ter,they willneed to collect service
charge from each household.

NRLM in-charge Nagaraj said
that initially, some women mem-
bers weren’t willing to take up the
job of driving vehicles, fearing
they maynotbeablemanageit,but
counselling sessions were conduc-
ted to drive away apprehensions.

Prathibha, 28, said her hus-
band who worksasaprivatedriver
encouraged hertotakeupthechal-
lenge. “The NRLM isaboon forru-
ral women as they can earnon the-
irown,” she said.
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