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AGRICULTURE

‘New-age tech essential to curb volatility of tomato price

Spoorthi Niranjan
BENGALURU

Production of tomatoes is
not a challenge. What is
lacking in our country is
post-harvest management,

said Ashok Dalwai, CEO of

National Rainfed Area
Authority (Central Minis-
try of Agriculture and
Farmer Welfare), on Friday

while delivering the key-
note address at the two-
day conference on “Toma-
to: Problems, perspectives,
plant breeding solutions’.
The conference was or-
ganised by the Foundation
for Advanced Training in
Plant Breeding, in collabo-
ration with the University
of Horticultural Sciences,
Bagalkot, and held at

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Nov. 4, 2023

GKVK in Bengaluru.

Dr. Dalwai linked the to-
mato price volatility to an
imbalanced relation bet-
ween tomato supply and
demand and suggested the
integration of value system
and product diversification
into the supply chain to be-
nefit farmers. He also high-
lighted that the farmers’
share in the consumer’s ru-

pee is only 33% and drew
attention to the need for in-
clusiveness from the per-
spective of farmers. Talk-
ing to The Hindu, he
speculated that accurate
estimation of the market
demand, backed by real-
time data gathered
through new-age tech
would help forecast prices,
thus, curbing its volatility.

Cauvery Authority ratifies CWRC’s
decision on release of water to T.N.

The Cauvery Water Regulation Committee had asked Karnataka to release 2,600 cusecs to Tamil

Nadu till November 23; T.N. had sought the release of 13,000 cusecs, factoring in the backlog

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

he Cauvery Water
T Management Auth-
ority (CWMA) on
Friday approved the deci-
sion of the Cauvery Water
Regulation Committee
(CWRC) to ask Karnataka
to release 2,600 cubic feet
per second (cusecs) to Ta-
mil Nadu till November 23.
The ratification meant
that the upper riparian
State would have to release
5.17 thousand million cubic
feet (tmcft) in the next
three weeks. When the
CWRC took the decision
earlier this week, Karnata-
ka Deputy Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar, also in
charge of the Water Re-
sources portfolio, said the

The ratification meant that Karnataka would have to release

5.17 tmcft in the next three weeks. FILE PHOTO

State did not have any wa-
ter to release. As on date,
the four reservoirs of Kar-
nataka had a combined
storage of 56 tmcft, accord-
ing to a post on the social
media handle of the Karna-
taka State Natural Disaster

Source: The Hindu, p.9, Nov. 4, 2023

Monitoring Centre.
Friday’s meeting, held
in New Delhi and attended
physically by representa-
tives of the two principal
riparian States, lasted two
hours, CWMA chairman
Saumitra Kumar Haldar

told The Hindu. Officials of
the Kerala and Puducherry
governments were present
virtually.

Tamil Nadu had sought
the release of 13,000 cu-
secs, factoring in the back-
log.

Mekedatu project
Karnataka wanted the
CWMA to discuss and clear
its ¥ 9,000-crore Mekedatu
Balancing Reservoir-cum-
Drinking Water Project.
But “this was opposed by
us,” said an official of the
Tamil Nadu government.
Mr. Haldar said that as it
was an emergency meet-
ing, “there was no discus-
sion” on the Mekdatu pro-
ject. However, the subject
would be taken up at a reg-
ular meeting, he added.



Glut in state’s flower production
robs farmers of festive bonanza

Minimal Rain
Damage Results
In High Yield

Hamsaveni.N@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With Deepavali
round the corner, markets are
flooded with flowers. But flori-
culturistsarenot exactly smil-
ing. They say the demand is
not commensurate with the
abundant supply, which
means prices have dropped.
Farmers and flower trad-
ers in KR Market expressed
their anguish over having to
suffer 50-60% losses this fes-
tive season when compared
tosame time last year.
According to data from
the department of horticul-
ture, the four major flower-
producing districts of Chik-
kaballapura, Kolar, Bengalu-

ru Urban and Bengaluru Ru-
ral have seen a 13.2% in-
crease in output this year.
These four districts are said

to contribute 50% of the

state’s flower production.
The officials feel that due to

increase in production and

JINCREASE IN CULTIVATION
(in hectares)

Chikkaballapur
e — 3,998
|

% Kolar
[ 3,470
[ 4,183
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2,895
[— 3,636
B'luru Urban M 2021-2022
I 1,630 2022-2023

B —,069

Source: Horticulture department
LITTLE JOY: Flower vendors
across markets (KR Market
in pic) see hopes wilting as
supply outstrips demand

less rainfall this year, the yield
hasbeen good and quality flow-
ersarereachingthemarketsin
huge quantities. However, due
to supply overtaking demand,
prices have crashed.

KB Dundi, additional di-
rector, department of horticul-

ture (fruits and flowers), sai-
d:“Last year, there was an in-
crease in the demand for flow-
ers, but not supply as the yield
was not that great. The prices
went up and farmers made
good profit. Considering the
trend in 2022, a lot of farmers
in these four districts shifted
to flower cultivation and
hence production wentup.”

Quality of produce has
been good: Farmer

GM Divakar, president of
Flowers Association City
Market and a farmer him-
self, told TOI that this year
has been very tough for cut
flower cultivators.

“I have been in this field
for 40 years. This year’s Ga-
nesh Chaturthi sales was the
worst ever for our flower
farmers. This time as we had
less rain, the damage to flow-
ers has been minimal and
quality good. Currently, a

chrysanthemum (sevan-
thige) bag weighing 25-35kg is
priced at around Rs 100. It
should at least be Rs 400 to Rs
500. There are no hopes of
prices increasing drastically
this Deepavali...”

Somanna R, who works at
theflowerauction in KR Mar-
ket, said that during last
year’s Dasara and Deepavali,
they saw great business and
farmers earned good profits.
“But this year, there are bare-
ly any chances of apricerise.
Bengaluru and surrounding
areas mostly grow chrysan-
themums and roses. We can
expect prices of rosestogoup
in another two-three days,
but there is no such hope for
chrysanthemums.”

Supply from Krishnagiri
and Hosur in Tamil Naduand
Anantpur and Chittoor in
Andhra Pradesh are adding
to the already high stock of
flowers in the state.

Source: Time of India, p.5, Nov. 8,
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Untimely rain to lower coffee
output by 10-15% this yr: Assn

Planters Of
Arabica Variety
Highly Worried

Niranjan.Kaggere
@timesgroup.com

Chikkamagaluru: Unseaso-
nal rain and prolonged clou-
dy conditions have left Kar-
nataka’s coffee planters sta-
ringatacrisis.

Theuntimely rain coinci-
dingwith the harvestinseve-
ral parts of Hassan, Chikka-
magaluru and Kodagu dis-
tricts has resulted in both
largescale dropping of ripe-
ned berries and splitting of
unplucked fruits. Prelimina-
ryestimation, post monsoon,
by Karnataka Planters’ As-
sociation (KPA) has revealed
that the state could witness a
10-15% slump in coffee pro-
duction contrary to the post-
blossom estimates at the
start of the year.

Ahead of their annual me-
et, the association members
told TOI that the currentrainy
conditions and overcast sky
have already left planters of
Arabicavariety of coffeestres-
sed. “The entire year has been
problematic, especially for
Arabica planters. From the
early onset of flowering due to
extended rainat the beginning
of the year to prolonged dry
spellsduetodeficientmonsoon
mid-year, the plants have suffe-
red much stress. Further, 50-
55% of theentire season’srain-
fall in just one week of July has
caused even more damage to
the crop. Just as planters were
hopingtorecover their produc-
tion costs, the current spell of
rain has spoilt the show,” ex-
plained Mahesh Shashidhar,
chairperson of KPA.

“The post-bloom estimates
for the whole of India was abo-
ut3.7lakh MT and for Karnata-
ka,nearly 2.71akh MT (71.3% of
India’s production). Given the
prevailing conditions across

POWER CUTS, HUMAN-ANIMAL CONFLICTS ADD TO LOSSES

he coffee plantation industry in

Karnataka is hit by erratic power supply
and rising incidents of human-animal
conflicts, particularly elephants and bisons.
“In 2022-23, there were 12 human casualties.
This almost doubled between April and
August 2023, with the death of 23 people.
While these incidents create panic among
labourers, the animals also damage vast
swathes of crops,” said KPA president
Mahesh Shashidhar. Non-availability of

three-phase power has also

contributed to the losses, especially

this year, given the dry weather.

BITTER EXPERIENCE. (Above) Rotten
y berries and split fruits at an estate in
Mallandur, Chikkamagaluru; (inset)
berries spoilt due to untimely rain

Pics: Nlranjan Kaggere
3,

Chlkkamagaluru/ Shiv-
amogga: Heavy rain lashed
Chikkamagalurudistricton
Thursday, even as parts of
Shivamogga district wit-
nessed downpour on
Wednesday night.

Traffic on the busy Ben-
galuru-Shivamogga  high-
way was severely affected as
rain pounded Kadur in Chik-
kamagaluru district in the
morning, police said.

Showers, which started
on Wednesday evening, con-
tinued till Thursday morn-
ing in Chikkamagaluru and
Shivamogga cities. Due to
waterlogging at Basavesh-
wara Circle at Kadur, vehic-

Basaveshwara Clrcle. Kadur. was inundated followmg a downpour

ular movement was hit.
Bikes parked on roadsides
were washed away. Vehicles
were stuck for two hours as
the junction was inundated.
The road was cleared for

traffic later. More than 15 co-
conut trees were uprooted at
Devanuru and Kurubara-
halli while roofs of the
houses were damaged due to
strong wind. TN

coffee-growing districts, these
estimates may fall short by 10-
15% and Arabica cultivators
will be the worst hit,” pointed
out Shashidhar, a planter from
Chikkamagaluru.

Srinath Gowda, a planter
from Kabbinahalli in Chik-
kamgaluru, said: “Harvest this
year has begun a month in ad-
vance due to early blossoming.
But due torain, the berries are
falling off. In some cases, the
berries are split, absorbing a
lotof moistureandresultingin
poor bean quality.”

P Kurian Raphael, head of
R&D, at Tata Coffee Limited,

said that whenberriessplitdue
torain, moisture seeps into the
fruit and affects the outer shell
of the bean, resulting in low
weight and poor cup scoring.
Acknowledging thedrop in
quality, Shashidhar said, “In
an ideal condition, 600-700 ber-
ries of Arabica yield one kg of
bean. But now, due to poor qua-
lity,akilogram of bean may re-
quire1,100-1,200 berries.”
Salman Basheer, a planter
from Hassan and member of
the executive committee of
KPA, said: “In some estates, the
berries are turning black due
to fungus. Due torain, it’s diffi-

Source: Time of India, p.6, Nov. 10, 2023

cult for labourers to pick the
fallen cherries, resulting in
their fermentation.”

Further, the coffee sector
islikely tobehitduetoabum-
per crop in Brazil. “As per the
International Coffee Organi-
sation, coffee prices have be-
en declining month-on-
month since April 2023. Price
of Robusta, which was on the
higher side compared to pre-
vious years, is showing a de-
clining trend since June 2023,
as Brazil is heading for a big
crop. Thisisexpected toaffect
coffee pricing in a big way,”
said Shashidhar.



Cabinet approval for Krishi Bhagya in 106 rain-fed taluks,
hi-tech harvester hubs in 100 locations across State

Change in birth, death
registration norms

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State Cabinet on
Thursday decided to im-
plement the Krishi Bhagya
scheme in the current fi-
nancial year in 106 rain-fed
taluks by spending ¥100
crore and set up 100 hi-
tech harvester hubs across
the State.

Briefing decisions taken
at the Cabinet meeting pre-
sided by Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah, Law and Parlia-
mentary Minister H.K. Patil
said the Krishi Bhagya
scheme would be imple-
mented in 106 taluks of 24
districts. About 152 farm
ponds would be created in
each taluk under the
scheme. The previous Con-
gress government (2013-18)
launched the scheme.

Hi-tech harvester hubs
would be established in
100 locations to provide hi-
tech farm machines for
harvesting crops to farm-

Source: The Hindu, p.9, Nov.

Law and Parliamentary Minister
H.K. Patil

ers on rent. The scheme
would strengthen the
Krishi ~ Yantra  Dhare
scheme launched during
the previous tenure of Mr.
Siddaramaiah as the Chief
Minister. Each hub would
cost ¥ crore. The govern-
ment implemented Krishi
Yantra Dhare for mechan-
ised farming, under PPP
maode, to provide facilities
to farmers to use appro-
priate farm machineries at
the required time on hire
basis through custom hire
service centres.

The Cabinet decided to

Legislature
session in
Belagavi from
December 4

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The winter session of the
State Legislature will be
held at Suvarna Vidhana
Soudha in Belagavi from
December 4. The State Ca-
binet has decided to hold
the session for 10 days in
the border district.

implement the Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yoja-
na-Il in five taluks - Bada-
mi, Nippani, Mandya,
Channapatna, and Sirsi -
by spending ¥38.12 crore.
The cost would be shared
by the Centre and State on
60:40 ratio. The project

10, 2023

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Cabinet has decided to
change the Karnataka Re-
gistration of Births and
Deaths Rules, 1999, for the
benefit of the public. Un-
der the existing rule, any
birth or death which has
not been registered within
one year of its occurrence,
should be registered only
on an order of a Magistrate
of the first class or a Presi-
dency Magistrate under
section 13(3) and on pay-
ment of a late fee of T10.

The new rule has
scrapped the powers given
to the Magistrate and em-
powered the Assistant
Commissioner to issue an
order for registration of
birth and death.

The fee has been in-
creased from 10 to I500
for delay in the registration
for more than a year. The
fee increased from 2 to
%100 in case of delay bet-
ween 21 and 30 days.

The fee has been in-
creased from 5 to 3200 in
case of delay from 30 days
to one year.

aimed to increase the wa-
tershed area, Mr. Patil said.

Under the PM Fasal Bi-
ma Yojana, the State has
been divided into 10 clus-

ters and different insu-
rance companies given dif-
ferent clusters for crop
insurance. The govern-
ment is expected to incur

expenses of ¥900 crore for
paying the premium of the
crop insurance. Six insu-
rance companies - Re-
liance Insurance, Bajaj Al-
lianz, Agricultural
Insurance, SBI General In-
surance, Universal Sompo
General Insurance, and Fu-
ture General Insurance
companies have been allo-
cated different clusters, Mr.
Patil said.

The Cabinet authorised
the Chief Minister to select
the next Chief Secretary of
State. As the incumbent
Vandita Sharma is retiring
on November 31, Rajneesh
Goel is expected to be next
head of the State bureauc-
racy, on seniority basis.

A sum of 18 crore was
approved for holding a
conference on Constitution
and national integration in
Bengaluru. The Social Wel-
fare Department headed
by H.C. Mahadevappa will
conduct the conference on
November 26.

How research and advanced technology
helped India boost raw silk production

Mysuru-based Central Sericultural Research and Training Institute disseminates technologies developed in the laboratory, leading to increased production of bivoltine cocoons

Laigh A. Khan
MYSURU

hough India is the world’s leading
consumer of silk, production of the
lustrous and shiny fibre spun out of
silkworms has consistently fallen short
of the growing demand in the country.
But, statistics available from the
Central Silk Board (CSB) show that
raw silk production in India has recorded a
significant increase during the last 10 years - up
from 23,678 tonnes during 2012-13 to 36,582
metric tonnes during 2022-23.

Reasons for surge in production of silk
Scientists at Central Sericultural Research and
Training Institute (CSRTI) in Mysuru, which is
pioneering research in tropical sericulture,
pointed out that India has managed to increase
raw silk output by almost 13,000 tonnes during
the last decade, bringing down its reliability on
imports from China, on account of two main
reasons - high yielding variety of mulberry plants
and superior quality bivoltine cocoon breeds.
While the first reason was the adoption of high
yielding variety of mulberry plants, whose leaves
are the sole food for mulberry silkworms, the
second reason is the substantial shift from rearing
inferior quality multivoltine cocoons to the
production of bivoltine cocoons, a hybrid variety
that is high yielding and superior in quality.
CSRTI scientists, including its Director Dr.
Gandhi Doss and Dr. M.K. Raghunath, recalled
that local varieties of mulberry plants were
yielding no more than 18 tonnes per hectare per
year. After persistent research aimed at
developing high-yielding mulberry varieties, a
major breakthrough in leaf productivity and
quality was achieved in 1997 when the institute
came out with a new mulberry variety Victory -1
(VI). This variety has a yield potential of 60
metric tonnes per hectare per year. It has
revolutionised silk productivity by covering up
to 90% of mulberry gardens in southern Indian
States over the last 25 years, the scientists pointed

t.
The total area under mulberry plantations

Source: The Hindu, p.11, Nov. 10, 2023
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Bivoltine silk production mcreased from 2 559 tonnes in 2012-13 to 5 874 metric tonnes in 2017 18 before recordmgs 904

tonnes in 2022-23. MA SRIRAM

across India was 2.53 lakh
hectares during 202223,
up from 2.24 lakh hectares
during 2017-18. Farmers
have progressively
uprooted the low-yielding
mulberry variety and
replaced them with the
high-yielding variety VI
The second major
reason for the spike in
raw silk production is the
increase in the rearing of
superior quality bivoltine cocoons suitable to
India’s temperate climate.

India sought help from Japan
Much of the raw silk produced in India comes
from the yellowish-coloured multivoltine cocoons
while the high-quality silk used to manufacture
the sought-after Indian saris was woven out of
bivoltine silk imported from China.

Government of India had requested the
government of Japan to provide technical
assistance for bivoltine silk production in the

Women engaged in cotlecnng thesilk from cocoons.

nineties, paving the way for
start of a Japan
International Co-operation
Agency (JICA) project for
promotion and
popularizing of bivoltine
technology in India.

Over the last two
decades, personnel from
the CSRTI along with
officials from the
Department of Sericulture
have been engaged in
disseminating the technologies developed in the
laboratory, leading to increased production of
bivoltine cocoons by the farmers.

Bivoltine silk production increased from 2,559
metric tonnes in 2012-13 to 5,874 tonnes in 201718
before recording 8,904 tonnes in 2022-23.
Though multivoltine silk still accounted for 27,654
tonnes in 2022-23, the quantum increase in
bivoltine silk production will not only help meet
the country’s demand for superior quality
silk required for manufacture of sarees and
garments, it will also bring down India’s

dependence on silk imported from China.

Improved breed

‘With bivoltine cocoons, a reeler needs only 6 kg
of cocoons to produce one kg of raw silk against
the 13 to 15 kg of cocoons that were required
earlier. “This is possible due to the improved
silkworm breed, mulberry variety and rearing
technologies,” said CSRTI scientist Dr. K. B.
Chandrashekar.

Also, the individual cocoon filament length has
increased from 600-800 metres to 1,000 to 1,200
metres, thereby reducing the cost of production
of silk fabric.

Apart from high-yielding variety of mulberry
plant and production of superior quality bivoltine
cocoons, the other interventions by CSRTI that
helped boost raw silk production in India include
the shift from leaf feeding to shoot feeding,
besides pest control measures and use of
disinfectants.

“Earlier, mulberry leaves were plucked and fed
to the silkworms. Now, the entire shoot of
mulberry is fed, thereby saving labour and time,”
pointed out CSRTI scientist Dr. Bala Saraswathi S.

‘What is in pipeline

To further boost silk production, CSRTI is looking
forward to release of disease-resistant and
temperature tolerant breeds, which are still in the
pipeline. The optimum temperature required in
the rearing house for a silkworm to give its
maximum output is anywhere between 24 to 26
degree centigrade.

“The new breeds will tolerate plus or minus
two degrees, and offer better survival rate,” said
Dr. Chandrashekar. CSRTI-Mysuru has been
pursuing research aimed at enhancing
production and productivity of silk in Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Telangana and
Kerala, besides Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra, through its extension network
comprising Regional Sericulture Research
Stations and Research Extension Centres. The
institute has also imparted training to more than
53,000 people, including farmers and 800
foreign nationals., in various aspects of
sericulture technology, said Dr. Gandhi Doss.



Can tobacco farmers shift to sericulture?

According to CSRTI scientist C.M. Babu, sericulture is considered to be one of the most profitable agricultural activities

Laigh A. Khan
MYSURU

mid the clamour for shifting from

tobacco crop to other crops in view of

the serious health hazards tobacco

consumption poses, sericulture has
been mooted as a viable alternative.

But, scientists are Central Sericultural
Research and Training Institute (CSRTI) in
Mysuru were guarded at the prospect. For, the
soil on which tobacco has been cultivated would
contain toxic elements and cannot be
straightaway used for growing mulberry, whose
leaves are the only source of food for the
silkworms, pointed out Dr. R. Bhagya, a scientist
at CSRTI, who leads the extension activities of the
Institute.

However, a senior scientist at CSRTI Dr. K.B.
Chandrashekar pointed out that a shift from
tobacco to mulberry can happen only after the
tobacco contaminants and toxicity in the soil is
removed by growing crops like maize for a year
or two.

Tobacco crop renders the soil toxic. “We
cannot grow mulberry on the same soil as the
silkworms will not accept the mulberry leaves
grown directly on soil that had been used to
cultivate tobacco. The silkworms may not spin a
cocoon,” the scientists cautioned.

As silkworms are considered to be very

sensitive, a high degree of caution is
recommended.

It is not just soil on which tobacco crop has
been grown. Even the soil on which ginger had
been cultivated is similiarly not advisable for
cultivation of mulberry straightaway,” according
to a scientist.

CSRTI Director Dr. Gandhi Doss, however, said
the Institute was ready to support any

Source: The Hindu, p.11, Nov. 10, 2023

The improved variety of mulberry plant V1. in Ramanagara. M. A. SRIRAM
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Silkworms feeding on mulberry leaves in Ramanagara.

Government move to introduce sericulture in the
tobacco-growing areas of the State along with the
Government of Karnataka’s Department of
Sericulture.

A host of farmers growing various crops
including horticultural crops visit CSRTI to
explore the options of shifting to sericulture.
Among them tobacco farmers too make inquiries
and they are suitably advised, said Dr. Bhagya.

According to CSRTI scientist C.M. Babu,
sericulture is considered to be one of the most
profitable agricultural activities. Apart from the
Government subsidies sericulturists are entitled
to, they can grow a crop almost every month.
While the silkworm larval duration is 24 to 26
days, the cocoons are marketed on the seventh
day.

“In one acre of mulberry garden, a farmer can
harvest annually between 800 to 1,000 kgs of
cocoons if he adopts all the recommendations
given by our Institute,” said Dr. Babu. A kg of
bivoltine hybrid cocoons fetched a maximum
price of T600 minimum price of 311 and an
average of 3526 at the cocoon market in
Ramanagaram on October 31. A scientist also
pointed out that the prices of cocoons had
breached the 31,000 per kg about two years ago.

Despite the seasonal fluctuations in prices,
cocoon prices are considered to be more stable
than other agricultural commodities, Dr. Babu
added.
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India’s water
[ ] L ] [ ] [ ]
situationis alarming

arnings have beenissued in the past about deple-

tion of ground water in India and in the world,

but the latest warnings have a sense of alarm, or
evendoom,aboutthem. A United Nationsreport, released
recently, has said that some areas in the Indo-Gangetic ba-
sinhavealready passed the groundwater depletion tipping
pointand the entire north-western region of the countryis
likely to experience critically low groundwater availability
by 2025. According to the ‘Interconnected Disaster Risks
Report 2023, prepared by a team of experts, the world is
approaching six environmental tipping points: accelerat-
ing species extinctions, groundwater depletion, mountain
glacier melting, space debris, unbearable heat, and an
uninsurable future. Each of these tipping points is critical
for the earth’s future, and coming to a head together, they
would precipitate a combined disaster that would be most
difficultto copewith. Such tipping pointshave changed the
history of the earth and living beings.

Indiais theworld’slargest user of groundwater and uses
more of it than the US and China combined, though the
countryisnotasrichin waterresourcesas these countries.
Most groundwater extractions
are used for agriculture, when
above-ground water sources are W:41}\ I{ eport
insufficient. Aquifers have had an Pobl:
important role in the country but has hlg!ﬂlghtEd
they are under stress. Many stud- {4 DEI'IIS of
ies and reports have pointed this i
out. Borewells and tubewells have COIltII'llllllg to
boosted agricultural production JUALaA2 L0l
in the country in the wake of the
Green Revolution. But the unsus- groundwater
tainable use of water may lead to  JELLULLH=D
the destruction of that farming
model. Most of the borewells in
Punjab are overexploited. Unscientific and excessive
extraction of water takes place for industrial and drinking
water purposes also. Leakage and wastage of water add to
the problem. There are schemesand projects for conserva-
tion of water, including rainwater harvesting, but they have
notbeen adopted widelyin the country.

The government launched the Rs 6,000-crore Atal
Bhujal Yojana in 78 water-stressed districts, including 14
districts in Karnataka, in 2020 for a five-year period to
promote sustainable groundwater management by com-
munities. It is claimed that there has been progress and
that the best performance was seen in Karnataka. Even if
the claimsare true, the programmetouchesonlya fringe of
the problem. Over 70% of the water used in the countryis
from ground water sources. Itisnecessaryto create better
awarenessoftheneedtoconservetheresource. Thereisthe
need for action plans to reduce the use of water, eliminate
wastage, and improve conservation. Climate change will
aggravate the situation in the coming years. It is now time
tostartcounting the drops of water, used and saved.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Nov.10, 2023
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Decentralisation

105 ULBs have registered for EPR

Shreyas H.S.
BENGALURU

Around 105 urban local bo-
dies (ULBs), including
town municipal councils
(TMCs), in the State have
registered for Extended
Producers Responsibility
(EPR) with the Central Pol-
lution Control Board
(CPCB). Sources said they
considered registration af-
ter Uttar Pradesh (UP)
ULBs went for the same
and made a profit.
According to an official
in the Directorate of Muni-
cipal Council (DMC), Ka-
laburagi and Belagavi,
which have proximity to
cement factories, can

e

105 ULBs registering
with the CPCBis a
massive fleet in terms of
revenue generation as
well as strengthening
plastic waste
management

AN OFFICIAL

make the best use of it,
while Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
is also aiming to earn good
revenue. The city munici-
pal councils (CMCs) in Ka-
laburagi and Belagavi can
give plastic to cement
factories.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Nov. 4, 2023

Under the EPR, the civic
administration will first
generate data on differen-
t kinds of plastics, includ-
ing recyclable and non-re-
cyclable after collection,
and update the same with
CPCB. The pollution con-
trol board gives a certifi-
cate to the CMCs. On the
other hand, the brand
owners who produce plas-
tic waste get certificates
and these certificates can
be traded online.

This means the CMCs
can now collect a fee from
the brand owners for col-
lection, segregation and
processing of  plastic
waste. An official told The
Hindu that 105 ULBs regis-

tering with the CPCB is a
massive fleet in terms of re-
venue generation as well as
strengthening plastic
waste management. Essen-
tially, recycling will be
streamlined with govern-
ment bodies actively parti-
cipating in the system
along with other stakehol-
ders like plastic generating
companies. In Bengaluru,
there are large companies
involved in packaging.
While in Bengaluru, Dry
Waste Collection Centre
(DWCC) will play a key role
in collection from the
source, in other cities and
towns, waste collectors
and segregators will be in-
volved in the system.



BSWML registers for EPR;
move may fetch good revenue

Bengaluru Solid Waste Management Limited has registered for Extended Producers Responsibility

with the CPCB under which it can impose fees on companies for processing plastic and e-waste

Shreyas H.S.
BENGALURU

fter a long struggle,
Athe Bengaluru So-
lid Waste Manage-

ment Limited (BSWML), a
company which is operat-
ing under the Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP), has finally regis-
tered for Extended Produc-
ers Responsibility (EPR).
The implementation of
EPR is likely to fetch reve-
nue up to 00 crore
annually.

The BSWML has regis-
tered for EPR with the Cen-
tral  Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) under which
it can now impose fees on
companies for processing
plastic and e-waste. The
waste collected will be pro-
cessed/recycled at the
waste-to-energy plant at Bi-
dadi.

The plant will soon be
operational in Bidadi in Ra-
managara district.

The BSWML has been
working to implement the
policy for the last one and
a half years, which was al-
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The Bengaluru Solid Waste Management Limited has been working

to implement the policy for the last one and a half years, which was
allegedly being scuttled by some private lobbies. FILE PHOTO

legedly being scuttled by
some private lobbies.

According to a senior
BSWML official, currently,
EPR is being claimed by
some private processing
companies and the BBMP
has not so far tapped into
the revenue potential. Ma-
ny local bodies in the Uttar
Pradesh have implement-
ed EPR and are earning re-
venue.

The EPR policy was first
brought in the country in
2016 under Plastic Waste

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Nov. 4, 2023

Management Rules,
2016, according to which it
is the responsibility of pro-
ducers, importers and
brand-owners to ensure
processing of their plastic
packaging waste through
recycling, re-use or end of
life disposal (such asco-
processing/ waste-to-ener-
gy /plastic to-oil/ road mak-
ing/
industrial-composting).

In the absence of pro-
cessing units in large com-
panies which generate

10

plastic waste, the brand-
owners hand over the
waste to processing units
and pay a fee.

With BSWML foraying
into the avenue, the Dry
Waste Collection Centres
(DWCC) will collect waste
and send the same to the
processing unit.

An official, talking to
The Hindu, said while it is
estimated that T80 to 100
crore can be mopped up
from this venture, the solid
waste management com-
pany has expenditure of
collection and processing.
The Bengaluru Solid Waste
Management Limited will
only know how much pro-
fit it can make after imple-
menting the same on the
ground.

This is also a first step to-
wards making this compa-
ny an independent body
like Bangalore Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB). After this, the
company will devise a sys-
tem to collect monthly fees
from citizens for collecting
waste from their homes,
officials said.



BBMP starts property
digitization in 4 wards

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: To put a full
stop to property tax evasion
and boost collections, Bru-
hat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP) has started
digitization of over 40 lakh
properties in the city.

According to senior offi-
cials from BBMP’s revenue
department, they have alre-
ady started digitization of
property documents in four
wards — Kodige-
halli, CV Raman
Nagar, Horamavu, ’
and Arakere —and &
will complete it for |
allthewardswithin
three months.

Deputy chief minister
DK Shivakumar had recent-
ly expressed unhappiness
over property tax collection
in BBMP limits and said
that his government would
introduce ‘Nanna Swathu’
(My Property), which envi-
sages digitization of all pro-
perties. Following Shivaku-
mar’s instructions, BBMP’s
revenue officials duly star-
ted the process.

“Revenue officials are
scanning all the documents
related to each property to
digitize them. The digitiza-
tion of documents will put
out the exact details of the
property online to avoid
misrepresentations,” an of-

ficer explained.

The civic agency is ho-
ping the move will help see
anincreaseintaxcollection.
At present, BBMP collects
property tax of Rs 3,000 cro-
re to Rs 4,000 crore a year.

BBMP chief commissio-
ner Tushar Giri Nath told re-
porters on Monday that reve-
nue officials are sending re-
minders to tax defaulters,
who will have to pay a penal-
ty if they fail to pay up before
November 30.

BBMP special
commissioner (re-
venue) Munish
Moudgil said pro-
pertytaxisthepri-
mary source of re-

venue for the corporation

and property owners should
pay their taxes promptly.

“The BBMP is sending
SMS and letters/notices to
individuals with details of
property tax dues. Citizens
can use the online link
https://bbmptax.karnata-
ka.gov.in for easy payment
of property tax,” Moudgil
pointed out.

Call Palike for queries
Citizens can call BBMP’s hel-
pline (1533) if they have any
questions. Giri Nath said re-
venue officials have been de-
ployed at the help desk to cle-
ar any doubts regarding pro-
perty tax issues.

Source: Time of India, p.3, Nov. 7, 2023
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Delimitation completed but
ly t

—

elections unlike

BV.Shivashankar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Zilla and taluk
panchayat elections are
likely to be held only after
the Lok Sabha polls next
year as drought — and poli-
tics over it — has forced the
government to dial back on
plans to conduct these elec-
tions this year.

One big technical hurdle
to these polls was resolved on
Wednesday with AR Kamble,
who heads the Panchayat Raj
Delimitation Commission,
submitting his report to the
government on Wednesday.

I zP & TP POLLS

“We have finalised the con-
stituencies, and the govern-
ment will take steps to notify
it,” said Kamble. Some 1,118
ZP constituencies and 3,671
TP seats were finalised across
236 taluks in 31 districts.

Priyank Kharge, minister
for rural development and
panchayat raj, will meet Kam-
ble on Thursday or Friday to
discuss the report. The gov-
ernment will then issue a fi-
nal notification on the issue.

With this out of the way,
Congress could still push for
early polls, but sources sug-
gest the government is wary
of reversals because of
drought. The government
was initially keen on hold-
ing these polls — and elec-

ACROSS PARTY LINES: Bengaluru
South MP Tejasvi Surya called
on DK Shivakumar at the deputy
CM’s home on Wednesday

tions to Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
as well — as early as Decem-
ber since it wanted to ride on
the warm reception to its
poll guarantees.

But Congress has been put
on the backfoot with BJP and
JD(S) upping the ante over
drought and forming teams
to tour districts and “study”
the distress of farmers. Na-
seer Ahmed, political secre-
tary to chief minister Sid-
daramaiah, also pointed out:
“There are still legal issues to
be addressed.”

These include reservation
for Other Backward Classes
(OBCs). After the Supreme
Court decreed that reserva-
tion for OBCs should be justi-
fied with empirical data ob-
tained through a survey con-
ducted by a dedicated com-

his year

mission, the state govern-
ment appointed a two-mem-
ber panel led by Justice K
Bhaktavatsala to study politi-
cal backwardness of OBCs.
Although the government has
accepted the commission’s
report, it remains to be seen
whether it will pass muster in
the apex court.

‘Ready to hold polls’

“While the government is
ready to hold elections, we
need to wait for the court’s
opinion on this,” said trans-
port minister Ramalinga
Reddy, who is also KPCC
working president in charge
of local body elections.

There is also a case pend-
ing in the Karnataka high
court over BBMP delimita-
tion. A case related to ZP-TP
delimitation and reservation
is also pending in the high
court. While the Supreme
Court is yet to list the case, the
high court is expected to hear
these petitions in the third
week of November.

Even if courts dispose of
these cases, there are other
procedures to be completed.
Once a final notification on
delimitation is issued, revi-
sion of electoral rolls will
begin. This will take about a
month. “Both politically and
technically, it is impractical
to expect local body elections
to be held before the Lok
Sabha elections,” said a Con-
gress functionary.

Source: Time of India, p.6, Nov. 9, 2023
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Cases mount as CGIT has
remained headless for 3 years

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

The Central Govern-
ment Industrial Tribu-
nal (CGIT), which hears
individual and collec-
tive cases of industrial
disputes, has remained
headless in Karnataka
for nearly three years
now. This has resulted
in the piling up of cases.
It is estimated that over
600 industrial disputes
and around 800 provi-
dent fund (PF) cases are
pending with the tribu-
nal.

Taking note of the va-
cancy of the presiding
officer of the tribunal
that has brought the ac-
tivities to a standstill,
the High Court of Karna-
taka recently warned
the Central government
that it would have to im-
pose a cost of 210 lakh if
there is no positive ac-
tion on the appoint-
ment of the presiding
officers to the CGIT in
Bengaluru within the
next three weeks.

Based on PIL plea
Based on a public inter-
est litigation (PIL) peti-
tion filed by the Indus-
trial Law Practitioners
Forum, the order was is-
sued by the High
Court’s Division Bench
comprising Chief Justice
Prasanna B. Varale and
Justice Krishna Dixit on
October 25.

Among others, the
CGIT hears collective
disputes on wages, the
charter of demand and
bonus while individual
cases include termina-
tion and dismissal. The
post of the presiding of-
ficer has remained va-
cant since the previous
presiding officer Justice
Ratnakala demitted of-
fice on January 25, 2021.
While there was an ef-
fort to appoint a presid-
ing officer in August
2022, the selected can-
didate — a retired dis-
trict judge — backed out
after receiving the ap-
pointment order. In
fact, the forum had
written to the Union Mi-
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in Raichur. It is estimated that over 600 industrial disputes
and around 800 provident fund cases are pending with the
Central Government Industrial Tribunal in Bengaluru.

HC intervention
not the first time

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

This is not the first time
that the High Court has
intervened in the mat-
ter of the appointment
of the presiding officer
to the CGIT, Bengaluru.
Since 2001, the vacant
period till a new ap-

pointment has been
made has been about
one year.

The Industrial Law
Practitioners Forum has
in the past filed PIL peti-
tions in 2009, 2015, and
2018 seeking judicial in-
tervention for the ap-
pointment of presiding
officer.

nistry of Labour and
Employment as early as
December 2020 to in-
itiate the process of ap-
pointment. The forum’s
request to extend ser-
vices of Justice Ratnaka-
la till a new presiding of-
ficer was appointed was
also not met with.

“The cases in the
CGIT has piled up and
old cases have not been
disposed of for nearly
the last three years. This
is especially true of the
industrial disputes. The
presiding officer of the
Hyderabad  tribunal,
who is in charge of Ben-
galuru, has been able to
dispose of some PF cas-
es,” forum secretary
Murlidhara told The
Hindu. He said:
“Though cases can be
filed now it is of no use.
There has been no argu-
ment or recording of
evidence. In fact, under
provisions of law, indus-
trial disputes have to be
disposed of within six
months from the date of
reference.”

He pointed out that
while some PF matters

can be appealed in the
High Court, industrial
disputes cannot be ta-
ken to the High Court.
“Only employees of pu-
blic sector undertaking
and government institu-
tions have the option of
approaching the High
Court. The rest of the
cases have to go to the
tribunal, which is now
headless,” said K.B. Na-
rayanswamy, who ar-
gued before the High
Court.

The CGIT in Bengalu-
ru has been functioning
since January 1987, and
till 2017, it was dealing
only with industrial dis-
putes raised by work-
men or unions. In 2017,
the presiding officer
was also designated as
the appellate authority
under the Employees
Provident Fund and
Miscellaneous  Provi-
sions Act, 1952. “This
has increased the wor-
kload in the tribunal.
That is why in the inter-
est of speedy justice, the
tribunal has to function
continuously,” Mr. Mu-
ralidhara added.

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Nov. 5, 2023
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How is Karnataka faring
with clean energy‘?

PAVAN KUMAR H
HUBBALLI, DHNS

shedoes every year, Govindaiah
MR, a farmer from Bommanalli
in Chamarajanagar district,
had sown paddy on his 15 acres of
land, trusting that the Suvarnavathi
river, a tributary of the Cauvery, would
provide irrigation.

The rains never did come and the
region grew arid with each passing
day. Govindaiah then turned to
employing his irrigation pump set to
draw water from his borewell. But
those plans too came to a halt due to
erratic power supply.

INSIGHT

“Farmers of our village and
surrounding ones staged a protest,
pleading for 10 hours of three-phase
power supply. But even officers seem
helpless due to power shortage. They
suggested we opt for solar-powered
pump sets under various government
schemes. But itis difficult for us to
immediately shift over to solar pump
sets as we cannot afford the initial
investment,” says Govindaiah. He had
thought that intermittent power sup-
ply was a thing of the past. After all,
Karnataka has been an energy-sur-
plus state for the past five years.

Yet, industrialists and farmers alike
have been reeling as a result of the
power shortage this year. Research-
er Bhargavi Rao of Environmental
Support Group cites the example of
Tumakuru: “In spite of having one of

Wind energy accounts for 15% of
Karnataka’'s power supply. In pic,
windmills in Chitradurga.

DH PHOTO/V CHANDRAPPA

several parts of the district do not re-
ceive electricity even during the day.”

Karnataka is among the country’s
top five states in power generation.
The state meets 52% of its power
needs from renewable sources like so-
lar, wind, hybrid (solar-wind), biofuel
and mini hydro projects.

Currently, the state gets 12% of its
power requirement from its 24 hy-
dropower stations, 2% from the Kaiga
nuclear power plant, and 34% from
the three thermal power plants.

Until 2018, Karnataka was leading
in enhancing its RE infrastructure
to bring down its dependency on
thermal power plants.

the world’s larﬁest solar Eower Earksi » Power ﬁeneration, Paie 2 i

Continued...
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Next step: Hybrid models

Power generation,

As per data fmm the Kmuuku Renewnble Energy

Ltd, the sta

lhnpmdwedm 13 MWm 2015-16 which munied
0 1,990.25 MW in 2016-17 and to 5,120.38MW in
2017-18.

However,
atotal of just1,158.6 MW of power.

Inareply to former chief mlnuter HD Kumaras-

my,

pac poy

lher 2018.

erde ul.ulmngdmnml!lymmhuvllyoncul
Increasingly, even nfewuhle cntmy-lmwfl states

spikesin rainfall deficit months.
of cofl per day from other states, including Odisha,
And| h (ot

demand toincrease this amount to meet the 40% to
50% or powerin th

power capacityis 5,020 MW. However, theunits under
operation account for onlyabout 3,900 MW. “Of this,
A0OMW
of the poor quality of coal,” says the
Additionally, as temperatures akymckn and in-
stances of

1 " rel

Currently, there is no technology that produces
100% green energy, says Karnataka Renewable En-
ergy System Manufacturers’ Association President
Ramesh Shivanna. However, RE units pmdnce net
zero carbon emissions in comparison to coal-based
lhermnl power plants, which emit harmful green-

“while lhe carbon footprint of solar power plants
is35% and thatof wind is15%.

plants have a carbon footprint of more than 85%,"
says Ramesh,

nmnwahl e energy
Karnataka is a leader in the transition to

le energy in India, it has a long way to go to
develop consistent pwersourccs In fact, according.

Financial Analysls (IEEFA). Kmmlh has tapped
only 1% ofits RE poteml

There are several issues with renewable energy
generation, particularly with regard to storage, lim-
ited generation capacities, and deficient port infra-
structure.

According to a senior officer with the Karnataka
Solar Power Devel

Jlopment Corporation Ltd, despite
rfuture,
slmd ns perrequirements.” i
16,318

RE,
gpnemzs 267 MW from solar power, 5,273 MW from

wind, 1,731 MW Government
907.46 MW from small hydro and 139.03 MW from actions needed:
ing th " Take a holistic policy
wl:‘owmr. d\.m to cloudy wuthgr dum\g dzuasa m 1 approach to set
solar . . . renewable energy targets.
daytime, whilewi i dr Actively participate
10600 MW, in green market

Storage
This fall in production puts into perspective how
weather influences RE power generation. Addition-
ally, Blmgm explains, “Renewable sources will be
energy till we have
gy for future use,”
Storing solar power, which is is curmuly used on a

Hﬂ"l‘f power: m!ilblc.

mechanisms to support
those with lower renewable
energy potential,

Develop local supply

chain, logistics and port

infrastructure to utilise
offshore wind's full potential.

Closely monitor coal

plants and retire older

plants, unless needed
during high-demand months,

y
officials at Escoms. At present, a battery can cost Rs
8aor!msmreon¢MWolpower.'mebmwryun
backup for!
A major i wer cells
and hum:ry slomge is disposal. Haﬂkr).d-m. KV,a

chhmlugnna Policy (C- SI'EP). sayu that lndia has,

Conduct studies to

understand the need

and potential of energy
efficiency interventions
considering various consumer
categories ~ buildings,
commercial, industrial, electric
vehicles and more.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1& 2, Nov.5, 2023
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and small by
projects

Disposit these and batter}
bea chlﬂ'enge on the path towards the achmmem
ofaclimate-neutral circular economy,

pact biodiversity.

According to a study conducted by The Nature
Conservancy (TNC-India) and Microsoft, 85% of re-
newable energy, especially solar power plants, sit on

ShlvlvaKN.semormennstalTNGMumd
co-author

can make use of low-impact land parcels (degraded
land and wastelands).”

pammlmhhoodlolpeoplemdvemanude
Park, spread
across |
onasunnyday.
amea-

gemmmwolksm ,000 pcrnmpcryurdmcuuld
we otherwise yielded them one crop a year,” Bhar-

2I8 GW ol solnrpawernnd 788GW of wind energy by
using wastelands,

Investment and tech
Shivaprakash says that India would need 280 GW of

:.n:wabk energy target of 450 GW. To achieve this
the

20!
mmmmm and distribution to the grid.

G&wn the high
power

notgoing to phase out any time soon.”

Fortunately, the installation costs of RE and relat-
ed storage infrastructure have been reducing over
time. In astudy, the Berlin-based Mercator Research
Institute on Global Commons and Climate Change
found that in the last decade, the cost of solar power

85%around the world.
Further,

ture Commune, 1 Jine of 6% in both

solar PV and battery storage could enable the phase-
outof coal power from 2040 in India.

1,09.885.38 MW,

A MW

Rajasthan Experts say that until renewable energy production

. 271219MW costs are reduced, there is a need to look at generat-

A 1704062 MW ing energy by adopting a hybrid model where power

« 88,695 MW mnkenenomcaxlnﬂhyhndmodd Take, fnrm~
stance,

A 16,099.30 MW powered

i u’;m

Telangana ﬂlelnnnerhu!spenmszzlnkhmnmull 10solar

45347 MW

A 495919 MW wpﬁyw:m.'memmpmdldnmmug::cmdb'
this year weather,” he says.

Another i wa-
ter
India tohigher g b
e 3 Y : i
14,90,727 MW is sufficient water in reservoirs.

Environmental researcher and writer Nagesh
Hegde says there is a need to conduct an energy de-
mand survey in every village. Based on the projected

should set up mini solar power plants with storage

« Potential facilities.
(% of total Energy Department Additional Chief Secre
A Installed Pl A e
energy surplusstate for the last five years, “We faceda
power
poor
Source: Karnataka Renewable Energy pump sets.” He says the state government is looking
mﬁﬂ’gﬁ"""m atall the possibilities of tapping energy to meet the
e,
Power Sector Future. “Forus,
ion s Howem gw:n that
8Y dly, we are

Have your say

Toexpress your opinion,

Y
to enhance the capabilities of solar, hydro and wind
energy. As per arough estimate, the energy demand
cvulddouhleby2030mdfardns~wenz¢dlhnld|y
source of resources,”
'l'hm is a need for wch interim hybrid solutions

ia.“By better utilisation




State pumps in Rs 500 crore
to ramp up mofussil bus fleet

NWKRTC to buy 375 vehicles

by next March

MUTHI-UR-RAHMAN SIDDIQUI
BENGALURU, DHNS

or the first time in over

four years, the North

Western Karnataka
Road Transport Corporation
(NWKRTC) is buying hun-
dreds of diesel buses that will
run in mofussil areas, where
passengersroutinely complain
about poor services.

TheNWKRTC, which covers
six districts of Kittur Karnata-
ka, invited tenders on Friday
for supplying 375 new BS-4
fully built buses at a cost of Rs
150 crore.

The state government is
giving the four RTCs Rs 500
crore as special grants for
buying new buses. The RTCs
are planning to buy 5,675 bus-
es.
TheNWKRTCexpectstoget
all 375 buses by March 2024,

rector S Bharath.

“We’ll complete the tender
process in the next 10-15 days
and then evaluate the bids. We
hope to place the purchase
order by the end of November.
The buses will come in batch-
es, with the last scheduled for
March,”he told DH.

Thebuseswillberuninrural
areasof all sixdistricts (Belaga-
vi, Bagalkot, Dharwad, Haveri,
Gadag and Uttara Kannada),
headded.

Even before the Congress
governmentlaunched the free
bus travel scheme for women
in June this year, the cash-
strapped NWKRTC faced an
acute shortage of buses. It had
last purchased new buses in
2019.

The corporation had to get
100 old buses from the Benga-
luru Metropolitan Transport
Corporation (BMTC). It also

The state government is giving the four RTCs Rs 500 crore as
special grants for buying new buses. bH FILE PHOTO

out buses that were 15 years
orolder.

The free travel scheme
made the situation dire. The
NWKRTC'’s daily average rid-
ership has soared from 17 lakh
toabout 25 lakh.

Bharath hoped that the new
buses would help ease the sit-
uation.

“Wewillbeableto phase out
old vehicles and run new ones
intheir place,” he said.

According to him, any deci-
sionabout phasing outold bus-
eswill be takenafter evaluating
two things:isitstill economical
to run them or they are better

This apart, the NWKRTC
willshortly call tenders for 250
new diesel buses for mofus-
sil services and 100 buses for
city services, another official
said.

With the new purchase plan
inplace, the corporationisalso
slowly phasing out old-age bus-
es.Ithasalreadyremoved 40 of
themandwill take out 50 more,
the official added. Buses taken
from the BMTC are also being
phased out, he said.

Additionally, the operator is
working to refurbish 100 bus-
es to extend their lifespan, the
official said.

Fleet facts
m Current fleet: 4,800

m Corporation to buy 725
new diesel buses - 625 for
mofussil routes and 100 for
city services - in the next year.

m It will also lease 350 e-bus-
es (200 for mofussil routes,
100 for Hubballi-Dharwad
city services and 50 for Be-
lagavi city services).

m There is also aplanto lease
100 e-buses that will run
only between Hubballi and
Dharwad.

m The Hubballi-based cor-
poration will buy 4 Ambaari
Utsav (multi-axle Volvo)
buses and 20 Pallakki (non-
AC) buses. The proposal will
be placed before the cabinet
next week.

lakh each and have some new
features, including cameras,
panic buttons and fire detec-
tion systems, the official said.
The NWKRTC earns Rs 45
perkilometre fromadiesel bus
deployed on mofussil routes
and Rs 73 per kilometre from

accordinﬁ to its Manaﬁini Di- Eut on hold a Elan to ihase off in the scraﬁiard? The 375buses will cost Rs40 aciibus.
Source: Deccan Herald, p. 4, Nov 6, 2023
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Electricity situation back to
normal, says Siddaramaiah

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Stating that the average de-
mand for power has in-
creased by 43% in 2023 as
compared to the corres-
ponding period in 2022,
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah said that the elec-
tricity situation in Karnata-
ka has returned to normal
after supply to outside the
State was prohibited. A de-
cision has been taken to
supply power for seven
hours to IP sets of farmers.
“Power consumption
has increased by 43% in
2023 as compared to the
corresponding period in
2022. Demand in October
was 15,978 MW,” he said af-
ter a review meeting of the
Energy Department.
Power consumption in
agriculture sector had seen
an increase in the range of
55% to 119%. The increase
in power consumption in
other sectors ranges from
9% to 14%. “The higher de-
mand and consumption is
due to deficient rainfall, us-
age of irrigation pumpsets
before the normal time,
and post-Covid-19 econom-
ic growth,” the Chief Minis-
ter said. After the last re-
view meeting of the

State govt. to
waive arrears

The Hindu Bureaun
BENGALURU

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Monday an-
nounced that ¥389.96 cror-
e pending arrears from
Bhagya Jyothi, Kuteera
Jyothi and Amrutha Jyothi
will be waived off to ensure
that those people also get
the benefits of Gruha Jyothi
scheme. He said that while
18 units had been fixed for
the three schemes, it had
been hiked to 40 units dur-
ing his earlier tenure. Now
the free quota has been
fixed to 58 units for the be-
neficiaries and brought un-
der Gruha Jyothi.

department, power gener-
ation in Raichur and Ballari
thermal plants had in-
creased while the State si-
multaneously purchased
power from Uttar Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh and
Punjab. “Whatever we get
now, we will return it to
them after June,” he said.
He also said that the go-
vernment was not pur-

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Nov.7, 2023
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chasing power from the
private parties.

“By invoking Section 11
that prohibits supply of
power to other States
(from Karnataka), the State
is getting to utilise the pow-
er generated here So, the
power position in the State
has stabilised. The nodal
officers are constantly ob-
serving the power position
in the State,” he said.

Meanwhile, power gen-
eration has increased by
2,500 MW to 3,000 MW as
thermal units have started
generating more. And as
sugarcane crushing season
had commenced, about
450 MW is being generated
through co-generation.

To farmers

Stating that the Escoms
will supply five to seven
hours of power, depending
on the needs of farmers in
the State, Mr. Siddara-
maiah estimated that to
supply seven hours of pow-
er constantly to IP sets,
Karnataka would require
about 600 MW/hour or
about 14 million units per
day. “It is estimated that
about ¥1,500 crore is need-
ed, which will be raised
through grants, savings
and re-allocation,” he said.



Stategets

Rs 2,660 crore
fromCentreas
tax devolution

» NEW DELHI, DHNS: The
Union government on
Tuesdayreleased tax devo-
lution to states amounting
to Rs 72,961.21 crore,
including Rs 2,660.88 crore
to Karnataka.

“Inview of the upcoming
festive season, the Union
government has authorised
the release of tax devolu-
tion of Rs 72,961.21 crore to
state governments for the
month of November 2023,
on 7th November instead of
the usual date 10th Novem-
ber,” said a statement from

the Minist_rx of Finance.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Nov. 8, 2023
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Building workers’ registrations with
board see fourfold jump in three years

The steep increase, both government and central trade unions acknowledge, was mainly due to bogus registrations during BJP government’s tenure

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

n three years, the re-
l gistration of construc-

tion workers with the
Karnataka Building and
Other Construction Work-
ers’ Welfare Board has
seen a nearly a fourfold in-
crease, a large number
them said to be bogus re-
gistrations to avail of
facilities.

While the board’s mem-
bership in 13 years bet-
ween 2007 and 2019 was
9.5 lakh, the numbers dras-
tically increased by 36.91
lakh between 2020 and
2023. Currently, the mem-
bership is pegged at 46.42
lakh. While 7.94 lakh regis-
trations took place in
2020, the registrations in-
creased by 12.86 lakh in
2021 and 11.95 lakh in 2022,
So far in 2023, 4.14 lakh pe-
ople have registered.

Lax verification

The steep increase, both
government and central
trade unions acknowledge,
was mainly due to bogus
registrations during the
BJP government’s tenure
when the pre-registration
verification remained lax.

In 2020, only Shivamogga had registration exceeding a lakh. After
online registration was introduced, 22 districts have more than one
lakh registrations. FILE PHOTO

The extent of the increase
is such that while in 2020
only Shivamogga had re-
gistration exceeding a
lakh, after online registra-
tion was introduced, 22
districts have more than
one lakh registrations. Hav-
eri, the home district of the
former Chief Minister Ba-
savaraj Bommai, saw a

steep increase - from

44,911 in July 2020 to 2.86

lakh in April 2023.
“Membership, which

was confined to the con-
struction workers, became
attractive to others too as
the quantum of financial
assistance for various pro-
grammes increased. The
start of the online registra-
tion process in 2019 in-
creased opportunities for

non-construction workers
to register with fake docu-
ments,” K. Mahantesh,
general secretary of the
Karnataka Building and
Other Construction Work-
ers Federation, told The
Hindu.

By July last year, when
the total registrations were
37.75 lakh, as many as 27.39
lakh  registrations had
come from the Seva Sind-
hu portal alone. While ma-
nual registration account-
ed for just 3.5 lakh, the
registration on the Karmi-
ka portal was about 6.86
lakh. “Despite many peti-
tions seeking an investiga-
tion into fake registration
through Seva Sindhu, the
government turned a blind
eye,” Mr. Mahantesh said.

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Nov.9, 2023
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Karnataka Building and Other
Construction Workers’ Welfare Board

= Total number of
construction workers.

registered: 46.42 lakh  2019: 9.5 lakh

= Registrations
between 2007 and  between 2020 and

= Registrations

2023: 36.91 lakh

2020 2021 2022 2023 |
794 akh 12.861akh 11.951akh 4.14 lakh

Annual cess collected by the
board: Around ¥1,000 crore

Current board corpus:
Around ¥7,000 crore

Distress during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic added to
more registrations. While
the BJP government’s ef-
forts to utilise the board’s
money for pandemic con-
trol failed, about ¥1,970
crore was utilised for CO-
VID-19 assistance by the
board. “The DBT transfers
to beneficiaries made it at-
tractive and big money was
available with the board.
Cards have been issued
rampantly across the State.
More than 36 lakh cards
were issued during the BJP
government’s tenure. For
example, in Haveri, there
are nearly 2.9 lakh cards
whereas there are only 2.5
lakh households,” a senior
Labour Department
source said.

Meanwhile, Labour Mi-
nister Santhosh Lad ack-
nowledged the problem of
bogus cards and said that
the renewal had now been
made stringent. “The rene-
wal is being done on app
and online mode. Howev-
er, the worker has to pro-
vide details about the con-
struction site, the name of
the supervisor, and the
name of building owner,
among others, that can be
verified.”

However, urging the go-
vernment to stop the regis-
tration of members from
the Seva Sindhu portal, Mr.
Mahantesh said, “Unless
the verification process is
stringent, bogus registra-
tion cannot be stopped.
Online registration should

Bid to collect
more cess

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Efforts will be made to in-
crease the quantum of cess
collected annually by the
Karnataka Construction
Workers and Other Build-
ing Workers Board. Labour
Minister Santhosh Lad
said, “Of the 1,000 crore
collected annually, cess
collected from government
works account for about
%800 crore while it is about
3200 crore from private
constructions.” He said
that in the coming days, all
building  constructions
across the State will be geo-
mapped and reconciled
that it was expected to
bring in more cess. Mr. Lad
also said that an estimated
31,500 crore had to come
from the Centre since it
had not given the State the
cess it had collected since
2008.

be done at the Labour De-
partment offices and by
central trade unions.”



Drought pushes up demand
for MGNREGS work

VITTAL SHASTRI
KALABURAGI, DHNS

eopleinrural Karnataka
Pare queueing up forwork

under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) as more than
200 taluks are reeling under
drought.

The rural job scheme has
helped cushion the impact of
drought while officials said
that by providing employ-
ment, it has managed to re-
duce migration to an extent.

Karnataka has already
reached around 10-crore per-
son days against the total tar-
get of 13 crore assigned to the
state this financial year, driven
bythe hugedemandinseveral
districts of North Karnataka,
which have surpassed the tar-
getin generating person days.

This has prompted the
state government to seek an
increaseinallocation (from 13
crore to 18 crore person days)
to meet thedemand.

Data compiled by the Rural
Development and Panchayat
Raj Department has revealed
that 9.4 crore (95.44%) per-
son days have been generat-
ed in the last seven months

generated during the corre-
sponding period lastyear. This
shows an increase of person
days by around 70 lakh.

Gadagdistrict stood ontop,
generating 32.80 lakh person
daysagainst the target of 24.19
lakh till October, the highest
among the 31 districts in the
state. This means the district
is using up the working days
meant for the remaining
months of the financial year.

Ballari, Koppal, Raichur,
Vijayanagara, Bagalkot and
Chitradurga achieved 100%
performance, reaching the
targetof persondaysassigned.

Kodagu and Dakshina Kan-
nada stood last and there was
poor response to the scheme
in Bengaluru, whichachieved
62.33% of the target.

Sadashiva Hydra, a dai-
ly-wagelabourer from Honna-
kiranagi in Kalaburagi taluk,
who has been working under
the MGNREGS, said more
than 850 landless labourers
and marginal farmers from
the village are employed un-
der the scheme.

Stressing the need to in-
crease the number of days
per family from 100 to 150, he
adds thatjobs should be given
to farmers to undertake work

“Farmlabourersarefinding
it difficult to get jobs in sur-
rounding villages as most of
the people are using machin-
ery on their fields. Therefore,
theyaremanagingtorun their
familyusing the wage of Rs 316
perdaypaid tothemunder the
scheme. More people in the
village are opting towork here
instead of migrating in search
of employment,” he said.

Raichur Zilla Panchayat
(ZP) MGNREGS project
director Prakash said the
“scheme has reduced migra-
tiontoa greatextent”.

“But we have pending dues
of Rs 2.3 crore to be paid to
workers and most of them
have exhausted their quota
of 100 days. The govern-
mentshould provide 50 more
days of work to each house-
hold in the wake of drought.”

According to Raichur ZP
CEO Pandve Rahul Tukaram,
the demand for MGNREGS
work will increase further
from December, when there
will be little to no agricultural
activity.

Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj Minister Pri-
yank Kharge pointed out that
the Centre has to pay Rs 720
crorein outstanding wages to

aﬁainst 8.7 crore ‘88.82%‘ in their own farmland. Karnatakaunderthescheme.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.5, Nov. 4, 2023
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Around 9.6 lakh chlldren of construction workers to receive subsidy

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, Ministers Santosh Lad and
K.H. Muniyappa, and Chairman of the Legjslative Council Basavaraj
Horatti at an event in Bengaluru on Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Around 9.6 lakh children
of building and other con-
struction workers are set to
receive subsidies released
through welfare funds in
the State,

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, who inaugurated a
programme organised by
the Labour Department to
provide educational assis-

Source: The Hindu, p.9, Nov.10, 2023
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tance for 2022-2023 to the
children of building and
other construction work-
ers here on Thursday, said
children should make use
of the scheme for educa-
tion. “Inequality can be
eradicated through educa-
tion,” he said.

Second largest

“Those receiving subsidies
are all children of unorgan-
ised workers. Over 83% of

workers are unorganised
even today. Apart from the
farming community, the
second largest community
in the country is the labour
class. In fact, the working
class generates wealth in
the country and the rest
enjoy the benefits,” he
said.

“Vested interests’
The Chief Minister said:
“These people with vested

interests are opponents of
social justice. They are
against the Shudra com-
munity coming up eco-
nomically and education-
ally. Therefore, we should
oppose those who divide
society in the name of
caste and religion. We have
implemented the guaran-
tee schemes that benefit all
castes and religions with
the concept of universal
basic income.”

Back to Contents




EDUCATION

State’s education policy will be based
on data and not assumptions: Thorat

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Karnataka State Edu-
cation Policy will be based
on data and facts, and not
on assumptions and pre-
sumptions, said Sukhadeo
Thorat, chairman of the
commission set up to
frame the policy.

Speaking at a press con-
ference at The Karnataka
Higher Education Council
on Friday, he said: “We will
first study the entire school
and higher education sys-
tem, which will help us
identify its strengths and
weaknesses.” He said the
commission will use “all
possible existing data” in-
cluding All India Survey of
School and Higher Educa-
tion reports, National Sam-
ple Survey (NSS) data on
school and higher educa-
tion and National Assess-
ment and Accreditation
Council data.”

“We will study the status
of education attainment in
the State, how it can be im-

/

Sukhadeo Thorat, chairman of the commission set up to frame an

education policy for Karnataka, addressing the media on Friday.

proved at the aggregate le-
vel as well as in various
groups. We will also study
access to school and higher
education, look into the
governance structure and
the financing. We will iden-
tity the issues and make
suggestions in the report,”
Mr. Thorat explained, ad-
ding that skill and em-
ployability will also be
looked into.

Source: The Hindu, p.8, Nov. 4, 2023
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“Our mandate is to take
a review of the earlier poli-
cies including National
Education Policy
(NEP-2020) and there will
be deliberation and discus-
sion,” he said. Mr. Thorat
said that the commission
will have interactions with
all stakeholders like asso-
ciations of Vice-Chancel-
lors, former Vice-Chancel-
lors, college teachers,

students, school and col-
lege managements, and ci-
vil society and NGOs en-
gaged in the education
sector.

Nine working groups
“The government has gi-
ven six months’ time to
submit the report. There-
fore, we formed nine work-
ing groups on various
themes. There is one
group which will work on
the status of enrolment
and projection, other
groups will look towards
quality of education, equi-
ty and inclusion, and so
on. All these groups will si-
multaneously work,” he
said.

He said SEP will be futu-
ristic and will give a medi-
um-term and long-term
policy for Karnataka
school and higher educa-
tion. “It will be very com-
prehensive. Our policy will
be similar to Radhakrishna
Commission and Kothari
Commission reports,” said
Mr. Thorat.



SEP committee to review
previous education policies

BENGALURU, DHNS

he committee consti-
Ttuted to draft the State

Education Policy (SEP)
will review all the previous
education policies in the
state, both at the school and
higher education sector, be-
fore drafting the policy.

The committee, headed by
former chairman of the Uni-
versity Grants Commission
(UGC) Sukhadeo Thorat, had
its first meeting for two days
in Bengaluru and formed
nine sub-committees/work-
ing groups to study various
issues related to education
in Karnataka and submit the
report.

‘Nine working groups’

Addressing a news confer-
ence in Bengaluru on Fri-
day, Thorat said, “The state
government has given us the
mandate to draft the policy.
We will review the present
status of school and higher

dationswill bebased ondata,
survey and research and we
have formed nine working
groups for this purpose.”

He further stated that the
committee will look at the
education attainment in the
state.

“The Commission will
look into the aspects like
enrollment, access, gover-
nance structure, financing
and funding, expenditure,
quality education, distance
and online education, faculty
and alsovalue education,” he
explained.

Aiming to submit the re-
port by the end of February
2024, Thorat said that if
necessary the Commission
will seek extension from the
government.

“Our report will be based
on data and facts and not on
assumptions and presump-
tions,” he added.

The Commission will also
have division-wise consul-
tations at four divisions and

to get their feedback on the
policy.

“We will go for extensive
study and research. We will
have interaction with all
the stakeholders. The re-
port what we submit will be
futuristic with comprehen-
sive suggestions for the devel-
opment of the state,” Thorat
added.

Thorat,whohad earlierap-
preciated someofthe aspects
of the National Education
Policy (NEP), while taking
part in one of the seminars
organised in Bengaluru a few
months ago, refused to com-
ment anything on it. When
asked, he said, “My individ-
ual opinion doesn’t matter at
thisstage.”

It can be recalled that,
Thorat had appreciated the
Multiple Entry and Exit op-
tion provided in the National
Education Policy and even
suggested the government
the same could be considered
while framing the State Edu-

education. Our recommen- consult all the stakeholders cation Policx.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Nov. 4, 2023
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Civil & mechanical engg intake drops by 2.0k

SruthySusan.Ullas
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: With several
engineering colleges in Kar-
nataka reducing their intake
for civiland mechanical engi-
neering, the number of seats

DEMAND ELSEWHERE

in these streams fell by 2,670
thisacademic year (2023-24).
Asper Visvesvaraya Tech-
nological University (VTU),
most of these seats have been
converted into computer sci-
ence and allied programmes
suchasartificial intelligence,
machine learning, and data

Source: Time of India, p.2, Nov. 5,

DECREASED & REDISTRIBUTED

Intake in 2022-23 9,642
Intake in 2023-24 8,232
Reduction in seats 1,410
Mechanical engineering
Intake in 2022-23 9,747 g
Intake in 2023-24 8,487 g
Reduction in seats 1,260 3

sciences which are much mo-
reindemand.

“While we don’t have the
exactnumber of conversions,
we believe almost all these se-
ats have been converted into
computer science and its alli-
ed programmes. This has be-

en possible as AICTE (All In-
dia Council for Technical
Education) made it smoother
to make these conversions
this year,” said S Vidyashan-
kar, vice-chancellor of VTU.
According to data provi-
ded by VTU, civil engineering

2023
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inthestatereducedby1,410se-
ats, while in mechanical engi-
neering, the drop was1,260.
“Many colleges had been
getting zero admissions in
these branches. They waited
for 2-3 years, and when things
were not getting better, they
converted their seats to the
branches in demand. To ma-
intain civil and mechanical
branches is costly. According
to me, it is only a temporary
phenomenon. It is not possib-
le for these branches to go
away. When the demand re-
turns, these colleges will also
revert to these streams,” said
KN Subramanya, principal of
RV College of Engineering.

Ali Khwaja, founder-di-
rector of Banjara Academy,
agreed. “Career choices keep
swinging like a pendulum.
When one course is in vogue,
everyone flocks towards that.
Now everyone is moving to-
wards computer science. It is
natural colleges want to in-
crease their intake for these
programmes.”

The state government had
written to AICTE to control
theboom of CSand allied pro-
grammes in the state. Howe-
ver, AICTE chairman TG Sit-
haram had said the council
doesn’t intend to curb it but
will facilitate what is in de-
mand among students.



Needed: Amentor
forschools

Karnatakaneeds
an authority to
address the needs
and challenges of
school education

H A RANGANATH

child without educa-
tion is like a bird with-
ut wings,” goes a Ti-
betanproverb. Thewingsstart
developing at home and then
expandinschools. Schoolsare
the places where children are
exposed to the outside world
for the first time. They are
like ‘incubation centres’ that
prepare them for the future.
The Right to Education’ poli-
cy sends a clear message that
school educationis nota luxu-
rybuta necessity for a healthy
society and for each individu-
al. The proposed ‘Council for
School Educatior’hastoevolve
strategies to address the fol-
lowing issues, for effective
implementation ofthis policy.
The National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 has cat-
egorised the children of age
group 3 to 18 years into four
groups with a 5+3+3+4 struc-
ture, based on the research

111

findings on the learning abil-
ities of children. This covers
the stages from anganwadi/
pre-school to secondary ed-
ucation of twelfth grade. The
recently published Nation-
al Curriculum Framework
(NCF) for School Education
2023 outlines the education-

cation ministry report, the
enrolment of students in Kar-
nataka’s government schools
reached 54,45,989 in 2021-
2022, up from 50,31,606 in
the previous year. The overall
enrolment, from pre-primary
classes to Class 12 in both gov-
ernment and private schools,
wasl.2crore,upfromL1crore
in2020-21.

Students who complete
their education from different
types of schools may have dif-
ferent levels of competence,
abilities and potential. After
finishing Class 12, they have
to pursue higher education.
To get admission to the high-
er education programme
of their choice, students
have to clear national-level
entrance tests relevant to
their career. Some of these
tests are JEE Main, JEE Ad-
vanced, BITSAT, VITEEE,
NEET, CLAT, AILET, LSAT,
NDA and NA, Indian Army
TES, IMU  CET, ICAR
AIEEA, NIFT, AIEED, NID
DAT, UCEED, etc. Apartfrom
these, there are also state-lev-
el tests like CET, and exams
of private universities. The
success of a student depends
on the quality of training they
receiveatschool.

The competition for admis-
sion is intense, and there is a
perception that schools are
not able to prepare students
for competitive national ex-
aminations. As a result, a par-
allel professionofunregulated
‘tuition houses’ has emerged.
Theteachingandlearning that
should take place exclusivelyin

al framework and guidel

for school education in India.
NCF 2023 contains updated
approaches to teaching and
learning, subject-wise curric-
ular guidelines, cross-cutting
themes, and ies to pro-

SC nover
bya ‘tuition prominent phase’
that leads to privatisation and
commercialisation of edu-
cation at all levels. A strategy
is required to overcome
L S

moteholisticdevelopmentand
qualityeducation. Theschools
are expected to adopt the
guidelines of NCF. The Minis-
try of Education (Ed Monitor,
October18,2023) has plansto
createa‘OneNation, One Stu-
dentID’called‘Automated Per-
manent Academic Account
Registry’ (APAAR) for every
student from pre-primary to
higher education, starting
from next year. The scheme
aims to provide a centralised
system for tracking academic
performance and achieve-
ments.Somestatesand Union
Territorieshavealreadyinitiat-
edstepstoimplementit.

Students/parents have a
wide choice of diverse insti-
tutions to start their school
Jjourney, which are governed
bydifferentboards. Forexam-
ple,SSLCand PUCKarnataka,
CBCSDelhi, ICSE Delhi, Inter-
national General Certificate of
SecondaryEducation (IGCSE,
exams by University of Cam-
bridge, UK), International Bac-
calaureate (IB, Switzerland),
National Institute of Open
Schooling (NIOS) Delhi, etc.
These boards have different
visions and philosophies on
school education, which are
reflected in their curriculum
aswellas pedagogy.

School education is a huge
sector that involves a large
number of schools and stu-

dents. Accordini to an edu- VCo‘b‘uniulom Unfvem'rvi

The above picture gives a
brief overview of the vastness,
complexity, challenges and
heterogeneity of school ed-
ucation in Karnataka. If one
looks at the national level, the
domain of ‘School Education’
is huge and complex, and it
overtakes the overall size of all
types of higher education put
together. The biggest chal-
lengeistoprovideasatisfacto-
ry academic ambience —with
well-trained and adequate
number of teachers; infra-
structural ambience — with
supportingmaterial for teach-
ingandlearning, and physical
ambience — with classrooms
and space for extra-curricular
activities, inall schools.

To address the require-
ments and challenges of
school education and to do
justice to the aspirations of
students and parents, the sys-
temneeds overarching bodies.
Similar bodies have already
been conceived for higher ed-
ucation. The author suggests
the creation of ‘Karnataka
State Council for School Ed-
ucation’ and ‘National Com-
mission for School Education’
at the national level. These
bodieswould havetherespon-
sibilityof mentoringschoolsto
equip children to succeed in
higher education.

(Thewriteris former
director of NAAC and former

Needed: A mentor for schools

Karnataka needs an authority to address the needs and challenges of
school education.
H A Ranganath

“A child without education is like a bird without wings,” goes a Tibetan
proverb. The wings start developing at home and then expand in schools.
Schools are the places where children are exposed to the outside world
for the first time. They are like ‘incubation centres’ that prepare them for
the future. The 'Right to Education’ policy sends a clear message that
school education is not a luxury but a necessity for a healthy society and
for each individual. The proposed ‘Council for School Education’ has to
evolve strategies to address the following issues, for effective
implementation of this policy.

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has categorised the children of
age group 3 to 18 years into four groups with a 5+3+3+4 structure, based
on the research findings on the learning abilities of children. This covers
the stages from anganwadi/pre-school to secondary education of twelfth
grade. The recently published National Curriculum Framework (NCF) for
School Education 2023 outlines the educational framework and
guidelines for school education in India. NCF 2023 contains updated
approaches to teaching and learning, subject-wise curricular guidelines,
cross-cutting themes, and strategies to promote holistic development
and quality education. The schools are expected to adopt the guidelines
of NCF. The Ministry of Education (Ed Monitor, October 18, 2023) has
plans to create a ‘One Nation, One Student ID' called ‘Automated
Permanent Academic Account Registry’ (APAAR) for every student from
pre-primary to higher education, starting from next year. The scheme
aims to provide a centralised system for tracking academic performance
and achievements. Some states and Union Territories have already
initiated steps to implement it.

Students/parents have a wide choice of diverse institutions to start their
school journey, which are governed by different boards. For example,
SSLC and PUC Karnataka, CBCS Delhi, ICSE Delhi, International General
Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE, exams by University of
Cambridge, UK), International Baccalaureate (IB, Switzerland), National

Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) Delhi, etc. These boards have different visions and
philosophies on school education, which are reflected in their curriculum as well as pedagogy.
School education is a huge sector that involves a large number of schools and students.
According to an education ministry report, the enrolment of students in Karnataka's
government schools reached 54,45,989 in 2021-2022, up from 50,31,606 in the previous year.
The overall enrolment, from pre-primary classes to Class 12 in both government and private
schools, was 1.2 crore, up from 1.1 crore in 2020-21.
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Students who complete their education from different types of schools may have different
levels of competence, abilities and potential. After finishing Class 12, they have to pursue
higher education. To get admission to the higher education programme of their choice,
students have to clear national-level entrance tests relevant to their career. Some of these tests
are JEE Main, JEE Advanced, BITSAT, VITEEE, NEET, CLAT, AILET, LSAT, NDA and NA, Indian
Army TES, IMU CET, ICAR AIEEA, NIFT, AIEED, NID, DAT, UCEED, etc. Apart from these, there
are also state-level tests like CET, and exams of private universities. The success of a student
depends on the quality of training they receive at school. The competition for admission is
intense, and there is a perception that schools are not able to prepare students for competitive
national examinations. As a result, a parallel profession of unregulated ‘tuition houses' has
emerged. The teaching and learning that should take place exclusively in schools is gradually
taken over by a "tuition prominent phase’ that leads to privatisation and commercialisation of
education at all levels. A strategy is required to overcome this exploitation.

The above picture gives a brief overview of the vastness, complexity, challenges and
heterogeneity of school education in Karnataka. If one looks at the national level, the domain
of 'School Education’ is huge and complex, and it overtakes the overall size of all types of
higher education put together. The biggest challenge is to provide a satisfactory academic
ambience — with well-trained and adequate number of teachers; infrastructural ambience —
with supporting material for teaching and learning, and physical ambience — with classrooms
and space for extra-curricular activities, in all schools.

To address the requirements and challenges of school education and to do justice to the
aspirations of students and parents, the system needs overarching bodies. Similar bodies have
already been conceived for higher education. The author suggests the creation of ‘Karnataka
State Council for School Education’ and ‘National Commission for School Education’ at the
national level. These bodies would have the responsibility of mentoring schools to equip
children to succeed in higher education.

(The writer is former director of NAAC and former VC of Bangalore University)

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Nov. 6, 2023
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State must chart
itsown course

Karnatakashould
leverage the
deficiencies of
NEP 2020 while
formulatingits own
education policy

SNEHA PRIYA YANAPPA

nthefederalstructureofIn-

dia, has the Governmentof

Karnataka (GoK)re-assert-
editsstatusbywithdrawingits
support for the Centre-ideal-
ised National Education Policy
2020 (NEP) and by laying the
foundation for its own State
Education Policy? Of particu-
lar interest is the statement
issued by the Chief Minister’s
Office (CMO)whilecriticising
the NEP: “A uniform educa-
tion system cannot be estab-
lished in a country like India
with a multicultural and plu-
ralisticsociety.”

The GoK should adhere
to this perspective when es-
tablishing the Committee for
drafting Karnataka's State
Education Policy. The com-
mittee should reflect Karna-
taka’s own multicultural and
pluralistic values. A diverse
committee, with the expertise
to cater to the pluralistic and
diverse needs of students, can
formulate an education poli-
cy that is equitable, inclusive,
child-centred, and pragmatic.
Additionally, the GoK should
leverage thedeficienciesinthe
NEP to further reinforce the
rightsenshrinedintheRightof
ChildrentoFreeand Compul-
sory Education Act(RTE Act).

Whilethe RTE Actdoesnot
extend free and compulsory
education to Early Childhood
Education (ECE), it is crucial
to focus on it as it plays a piv-
otal role in unlocking the rich
brain development potential
of children, providing a vital
foundation for lifelong learn-
ing, growth,anddevelopment.
Offering ECE is a means to
promote equity and social
justice, inclusive economic
growth,andsustainabledevel-
opment. In India, major chal-
lenges facing ECE include the
lack of regulation, uniformity,
and formalisation. The Guja-
rat HC has recently held that
parents forcing children aged
below three years to attend
preschools are committing
an illegal act. While under-
scoring the critical need for
proper care and stimulation
during the early years of a
child, the HC highlighted the
lackof quality ECE formillions
of young children, particular-
ly those from disadvantaged
backgrounds. Itisastonishing
that a high court had to inter-
prettheRTE Act,whichbarely
mentions ECE, to determine
the ‘legal’ age of admission
to ECE. Such concerns arise
due to the lack of a clear legal
framework forformalisingand
regulating ECE in states.

Throughits State Education
Policy, Karnataka can formal-
ise and regulate ECE, provid-
ingdefinitiveimplementation

ideli 1 |

the need for substantial state
investment in ECE, utilising
the existing Anganwadi in-
frastructure, and offering
teacher training and support
to Anganwadi staff for effec-
tive educational delivery. The
Anganwadi system primarily
focuses on caregiving rather
than education, and strength-
ening it can ensure all young
children access quality ECE,
aligning with the goal of uni-
versalizing ECE. In contrast,
the NEP emphasises ECE but
lacks clear guidelines to make
itfree and compulsory for all,
especially disadvantaged chil-
dren. Karnataka can align its
education policy with budget-
ary allocations to achieve this
universalization target.

The NEP 2020 aims to cre-
ate a stress-free environment
for students taking board ex-
ams, proposing the option of
an improvement exam. Kar-
nataka’sexistingsystemofone
examand onesupplementary
exam has imposed significant
stress on students, who see
it as a do-or-die situation. In
Karnataka, if a student passes
class12butisnotsatisfied with
the marks obtained, he or she
canchoosetoretake theexam.
However, the marks from the
supplementary examare con-
sidered final, disregarding the
previous scores, making this
decision risky. While the NEP
and National Curriculum
Framework suggest a best-
of-two board exam option,
Karnataka has taken a more
progressive step by introduc-
ingathree-board examination
system for students in classes
10 and 12 starting from the
academic year 2023-2024.
This educational reform aims
to reduce stress and cater to
different learning paces and
styles. Under this system, stu-
dentshavethreeopportunities
to improve their scores, with
the best score from the three
examsconsidered for the final
markscard. Thisapproachde-
parts from the NEP's and the
National Curriculum Frame-
work’stwo-boardexamination
systems.

Karnataka’s decision to
withdraw support for the
NEP 2020 and develop its
State Education Policy under-
scoresthestate’scommitment
to creating a progressive edu-
cation policy that addresses
theunique needs of its diverse
student population. Addition-
ally, the state can lead the way
in formalising and regulating
ECE, filling a critical gap in
India’s education landscape.
In order to distinguish itself
from the NEP 2020, the GoK
must ensure that the drafting
process itself is consultative
and participatory in nature
by providing ample space for
the citizenry to give their two
cents on the various aspects
of the policy. Finally, Karna-
taka's innovative three-board
examination system reflects
its dedication to providing a
less stressful, student-centric
approach to assessments, set-
tinga precedent foreducation
reforminthe country.

(Thewriteris asenior
resident fellow at the Vidhi

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Nov. 7, 2023
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Union comes out against decision to cut down
scholarship to children of construction workers

Minister points to massive rise in number of bogus cards and says the Karnataka Building and Other Construction Workers' Welfare Board received 13 lakh applications for scholarship alone this time

Sharath S. Srivatsa
BENGALURU

Annual scholarship

he distribution of
B.E./BTech 350,000 |%10,000
student  scholar-
ships to children of ~ Degree 225,000 |%6,000
construction workers by PG .| 335,000 |10000
the}e] Karnataka Building anlzi Diploma 220,000 |%4,600
Other Construction Work-
BSc (Nursing) 240,000 210,000
ers’ Welfare Board has be- d 8
come a bone of contention MBS 60,0008 321,000
with the board cutting the  Central courses |Fullfee (211,000
§cholarship by about 75%  Classes1to5 (25,000 (21,100
in most cases. X Classes6&7  [38,000 |31,250
While the workers’ un-

fon is up in arms against 9258 K& 000NN (RES50
the decision, the State go-  Classes9&10 312,000 123,000
vernment has insisted that  pu 315,000 34,600

itis in line with the prevail-
ing scholarships given by

various government de- that would cost the board  galuru. There are about 44 37,000 crore.
lakh registered cardhol-
The order issued on Oc:  ders and theboard collects ~ unilateral and arbitrary.  the schemes did not ex-

partments. Of the 13 lakh  roughly 3200 crore.
applications received for

scholarship for 2022-23, 7 tober 30 has led to the un-  about ¥1,000 crore annual-
lakh beneficiaries have ions announcing a strike ly as cess. The current cor-
been identified as eligible ~ from November 28 in Ben-  pus of the board is about  since 2007 has for the first  applications for scholar-

K. Mahantesh, general se-
cretary of Karnataka Build-
ing and Other Construc-

told The Hindu.
He said that the pre-

of distress among con-

dwindling due to demone-

and COVID-19.

However, Labour Minister

FILE PHOTO

Source: The Hindu, p.6, Nov. 7, 2023

time been cut drastically,”  ship alone this time. “This ~ dered. “On an average if cases. For example, in Ko-
is due to rampant bogus ~ ¥10,000 each is given to 7 dagu, people work in both
cards that were created for  lakh students, it would be  construction sites as well
ineligible people during about ¥700 crore. There as plantations. As per law,
tion Workers Federation, the three-year BJP rule. are 14 programmes thatis worker  should
The number of cardhol-  run by the board. How can ~ worked for three months
ders reached 45 lakh. We  we manage them?” he ina year at a construction
vious revision that came have found professors and  asked. Mr. Lad also pointed  site.”
around the pandemic time  landlords having construc-  out that government in-

has to be seen in the light  tion worker cards.”

velop a mechanism to en-  regime.

Govt-appointed sub-group to probe
efficacy of 4-yr degree programme

SruthySusan.Ullas
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The committee
appointed by the Karnataka
government todraftan alter-
native education policy for
the state has formed a sub-
committee to probe the effi-
cacy of the four-year hono-
urs programme mooted un-
der the National Education
Policy (NEP).

The sub-committee is ex-
pected to submit an interim
report before the draft of the

PLAN BY FEB-END

» SEP sub-committee to first
assess challenges in offering
four-year UG programme

» Based on teacher inputs,
sub-group will come up with
alternative policy proposal
» Committee instructed to

submit policy proposal by
end of February 2024

State Education Policy (SEP)
is prepared. The SEP com-
mittee hasbeen instructedto
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submit the policy proposal
by the end of February 2024.

“There ought to be a
decision on this before the
next academic year begins,
so that colleges know what
they are in for,” an official
from the state education de-
partment said.

The Karnataka govern-
ment had earlier scrapped
the NEP and promised to
bring in a new education po-
licy for Karnataka.

»‘Not enough infra’,P 6

Continued..

frastructure is available for ~ Distress among workers
He also said scholarship ~ primary, secondary and Mr. Mahantesh said that
struction workers, who  should be uniform across  high school education free  the numbers have also in-
saw employment avenues  departments. “The  ofcost.
amount was raised un-
tisaton, GST introduction  scientifically. It has to be  nace of bogus cardholders,
on a par with scholarships ~ Mr. Mahantesh said that  sal of scholarship for back-
given in other depart- the government has to de- ward classes during BJP
From 3 lakh to 13 lakh ments.”
The board after verifica-  sure genuine beneficiaries
Santosh Lad said that while  tion has identified 7 lakh  receive the scholarship.

the maximum applications  beneficiaries and weeded
“The revision has been  received annually for all  out 6 lakh applications.

creased due to distress
Acknowledging the me-  among construction work-
ers and inefficient disbur-

On the argument of free
education in government

He said, “Genuine work- ~ schools, Mr. Mahantesh
ers did not create bogus  said that in many cases pa-
The Minister said that card problem. Our fear is  rents try to send their chil-
The scholarship that has  ceed three lakh in the past,  the annual cess collection  many will miss out in the  dren to private schools as
seen an upward revision the board received 13 lakh  that is around ¥ 1,000 process as construction government schools lack
crore should also be consi- ~ work is seasonal in many facilities.



Colleges say not enough
infrastructure, resources

» Continued from P1

s l “he four-year under-
graduate pro-
gramme was introduced
in public and private
universities as part of
NEP in 2021, which of-
fered an exit option after
three years of under-
graduate study.

The new policy came
under severe criticism
as colleges said they nei-
ther had the required in-
frastructure nor the re-
sources to execute the
new programme. They

also complained they
were left with very little
time to implement it.
According to sourc-
es, instead of beginning
with a prescription, the
sub-committee will first
try to understand what
the challenges are, based
on teacher inputs, and
only then will it come up
with an alternative poli-
cy proposal.
Academicsinthecity
have welcomed the com-
mission’s decision to ur-
gently look into the issue
of the four-year degree

Source: Time of India p. 1&6 , Nov. 10, 2023
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programme. “Thedilem-
ma regarding the four-
year programme is cost-
ing us dearly. The first
batch under the new
NEP programme is al-
ready in its third year
So, a decision must be
taken immediately,” a
college principal said.

“Also, the govern-
ment needs to tell us
whether we need to pre-
pare for the next batch.
Itrequires planningfor
faculty, infrastructure,
and other resources,”
he added.

Back to Contents




Environment

Centenarian Thimmakka plans another plantation drive near Bengaluru

Jahnavi T.R.
BENGALURU

Days after undergoing car-
diac surgery, centenarian
Saalumarada Thimmakka,
living up to the prefix to
her name which means
‘avenue of trees’, is plan-
ning to plant 100 Banyan
saplings along the 5-kilo-
metre stretch between Hu-
likal and Kudur, in Magadi
taluk of Ramanagara
district.

‘This is the same stretch
where Ms. Thimmakka,
along with her husband,
planted around 400 Ba-
nyan saplings decades ago.
Having not been formally
educated, she worked as a
daily wage labourer back
then.

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Nov 5,, 2023

According to the records available with Forest Department, around 380

¥ B

Saalumarada Thimmakka on the stretch decades ago. FILE PHOTO

The couple, who did not
have children, decided to
plant trees as their legacy.

She is said to have planted
over 8,000 trees, apart
from the omes on this

B
trees were planted by

stretch, and has turned in-
to an influential voice on
fostering the environment.

With some of the
trees having fallen in
the last few years,
Thimmakka wants to
replace them with
new saplings

She was honoured with
the Padma Shri for her ef-
forts in 2019, among sever-
al other awards.

With some of the trees
she planted decades back
having fallen in the last few
years, Ms. Thimmakka
wants to replace them with
new saplings. “I will go and
plant new Banyan saplings
there. They are already
ready in our nursery. I
would have done it earlier
if not for my health issues.
As soon as | feel better, |
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will take it up,” Ms. Thim-
makka told The Hindu.

She also wants to extend
the  plantation  drive
beyond the stretch where
she had initially planted.

According to the re-
cords available with the
Forest Department,
around 380 trees were
planted by Ms. Thi

Eventually, such trees did
not survive,” a senior offi-
cial from the Ramanagara
sub-division of the Forest
Department said.

However, Ms. Thimmak-
ka's foster son Umesh B.N.
had a different story. He al-
leged that the government
had not done enough to
maintain Ms. Thi

on the stretch.

As of today, the stretch
has 291 trees. Forest De-
partment officials said that
some trees were uprooted
due to natural causes.

“They are all old trees
and do not require any
maintenance. Over the
years, owing to weather
conditions, some trees
were uprooted. A few were
weakened by pest attack.

trees. “We know of instanc-
es when trees were inten-
tionally cut down. The For-
est Department is hasty in
its actions. If anyone ran-
domly complains, they cut
down trees without investi-
gation,” he alleged.

A Forest Department of-
ficial said, “We have pro-
tected all the trees Ms.
‘Thimmakka planted along
the stretch. We will look af-

ter the saplings that she in-
tends to plant now as well.”
Ms. Thimmakka has

fought often for the protec-
tion of the trees. In 2019,
when there was a proposal
to widen the stretch of
road on which she had
planted trees, she ap-
pealed to then Chief Minis-
ter H.D. Kumaraswamy
that the government in-
stead widen an alternative
road to avoid felling her
trees. The government did
not axe any of the trees she
planted.

“Her heritage should be
rightly recognised the way
some sites are declared as
heritage sites. No damage
should come to them even
in the years to come,” Mr.
Umesh said.



Why Mumbai is getting
a choking feeling like Delhi

A Combination Of Local & Global Factors Is Increasing Pollution In The Financial Capital That, Until

A Few Years Ago, Had Good Air Despite Its Hectic P

Malathy.lyer
@timesgroup.com

hen levels of car-

cinogenic pollut-

ants in Delhi’s

air started

breaching the 300-mark on a
daily basis around four win-
ters ago, Mumbaikars were
unconcerned because they
believed their proximity to
the sea would forever prevent
such a situation. But for the
last couple of years, the be-
nevolent sea breeze seems
unable to ‘sweep out’ the un-
healthy mix of dust and par-
ticulate matter (PM2.5 and
PM10) hanging over Mumbai.
The city has witnessed
one of its most polluted Oc-
tobers, with the air quality
index (AQI) rising way
above 300 in some of the
western suburbs. For a cou-
ple of days, Mumbai's par-
ticulate levels were higher
than those in Delhi - one of
the most polluted cities in
the world. People with sen-

HOW MUCH PM2.5 ARE YOU BREATHING?

Mumbai's PM2.5 level is far lower than those of Delhi and Lucknow,
but it has steadily inched up over the past three years. The rise has
been sharper in Pune. On the other hand, Delhi, Lucknow, Jaipur,
Ahmedabad and Kolkata saw PM2.5 levels dip in 2022

City

2019 2020 2021 2022

TIMES Special

sitive airways now need to
rush to their doctors to up-
date their medicine doses; a
paediatric hospital said the
number of children coming
in with respiratory com-
plaints has shot up
by 30% in a month.

“The biggest change on
the pollution front in Mum-
bai is the timing of the
smog,”’ said Dr Dilip
Boralkar, former member
secretary of the Maharash-
tra Pollution Control Board
(MPCB). While smog would
usually lift by 9am to
9.30am, it now lingers till
11am or beyond on some
days. “We don’t need air
monitors and AQI readings
to know that air pollution
levels in Mumbai are wors-
ening. The smog tells the
whole story,” he said.

Too Much Construction At Once
What has brought about this
change in Mumbai'’s pollu-
tion story? In the absence of
any concrete studies/find-
ings, the jury is still out.
There are, of course, the
usual suspects.

For one, ongoing con-
struction that’s estimated to
cover five times the area of

Delhi 98.6 |84.1
Lucknow 90.3 |86.2
Jaipur 50.5 [43.8
Ahmedabad |59 |49

Pune 35.7 |39.7
Kolkata 59.8 |46.6
Mumbai 453 (413
Hyderabad |39 |[34.7
Bhopal 446 |39.1
Bengaluru 326 | 275
Chennai 34.6 | 26,5

Nariman Point, Mumbai’s
landmark commercial area.
Green activists also blame
the metro construction
which has for the last five
or more years reduced busy
roads, including Dr D N
Road that runs along the
city’s famed Art Deco pre-
cincts, to almost half their
original width. Then there
is vehicular pollution from
Mumbai’s 12 lakh private
cars - the city has the high-
est car density in the coun-
try with 600 cars per kilo-
metre of road.

“Our roads have been
halved, vehicles crawl as a
result and take double the
time to reach their destina-
tion, spewing more partic-
ulate matter into the
air,” said pulmonologist
Dr Sanjeev Mehta.

Climate Change Plays A Role
Climate change is another
factor: In 2022, experts traced
the high levels of particulate
matter in the city to La Nina,
a climate pattern in which
anabnormal drop in surface
temperature over the Pacific
Ocean severely affected the
speed of coastal winds
around Mumbai. With bare-
ly any wind blowing from
the Arabian Sea, pollutants
couldn’t be dispersed. While
there is no La Nina this year,
air pollution is worsening.
This, say experts, is in part
due to the October heat and
the delayed retreat of the
monsoons.

0zone Levels Are Rising

Dr Boralkar, who has been
studying air pollution in
Mumbai for over four de-

ace Of Life And Roun

d-The-Clock Activity

cades, believes photochem-
ical reactions have become
a major contributor to air
pollution and smog in the
past three years. These re-
actions are triggered by
heat: “could be the spark in
the car engine needed to
burn the fuel”. When nitro-
gen oxides are present, a
photochemical reaction
can lead to the creation of
free radicals of oxygen.
“These free oxygen radi-
cals immediately combine
with normal oxygen mole-
cules and create ozone, an
abrasive and corrosive
gas,” said Dr Boralkar.
Harish Phuleria, associ-
ate professor from II'T Bom-
bay’s Environmental Sci-
ence and Engineering De-
partment, said a combina-
tion of outdoor pollution
caused by vehicular and
construction activity and
“some meteorological phe-
nomenon” is at play. “We
need to conduct studies
that can pinpoint the rea-
sons. We also need to un-
derstand if the rising air
pollution problems occur
across Mumbai or are
restricted to certain pock-
ets,” said Dr Phuleria.

Highrises May Act As Curtain
Experts are also consider-
ing whether highrises act
as an impediment to sea
breeze activity. “Highrises
could be creating localised
wind patterns that prevent
the sea breeze from acting
like it previously did,” said
an academician who didn’t
want to be named. Dr
Phuleria, however, said
wind patterns caused by
tall buildings wouldn’t be
big enough to cause meteo-
rological changes for the
entire city.

Scientists want to study
the contribution of other
pollutants as well, includ-
ing wood burning in baker-
ies and crematoria, cook-
ing in homes, restaurants
and streetside stalls, as
well as burning of waste
in the open.

Meanwhile, the overall
AQI reading for the city
continues to be unhealthy
at 160 even as global sister
cities such as coastal New
York and London have
“good” readings under 30.

Source: Time of India, Nov. 8, 2023
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BBMP to appoint engineers
for every ward for disaster
management purpose

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Following the downpour
on Monday night, Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like (BBMP) Administrator,
Rakesh Singh, on Tuesday,
instructed the zonal com-
missioners to appoint an
engineer for each ward for
disaster management.
With the rain expected
to continue for the next
few days, Mr. Singh said
that the appointed engi-
neers should take care of
problems like potholes, so-
lid waste management, re-
pair work of pedestrian
paths among other things
in their respective wards.
“Precautionary  mea-
sures should be underta-
ken wherever Namma Me-
tro, Bangalore Electricity
Supply Company (Bescom)
and Bangalore Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB) work is going on
(in view of the rain). The
officers should also direct
the departments con-
cerned to complete the
work soon and if there are
any problems, then tem-
porary solutions should be
figured out for now and
permanent solutions
should be worked out la-

ter,” Mr. Singh said in a
meeting on Tuesday.

He also instructed the
officials of Bangalore Deve-
lopment Authority to open
the sluice gates of Bellan-
dur and Varthur lakes in
view of Mahadevapura
zone receiving extensive
rainfall. Chief Civic Com-
missioner, BBMP, Tushar
Giri Nath, among a slew of
instructions for rain prepa-
redness, also told the offi-
cials to ensure that shoul-
der drains were clean to
avoid waterlogging of
roads. He also stressed
upon arrangements of wa-
ter pumps in inundated
areas, desilting of drains
and rajakaluves and clos-
ing of potholes with cold
mix (in rainy season) as a
priority. According to the
India Meteorological De-
partment, Bengaluru city
received 71.2 mm rainfall
between Monday night
and Tuesday morning,
which left several houses
and roads inundated in
many parts of the city.

The rainfall continued
even on Tuesday with ma-
ny areas in East and West
Bengaluru receiving light
to moderate rainfall by
evening. Due to the rainfall
in peak hours, minor traf-

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Nov 8,, 2023
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fic snarls were reported in
Kalyan Nagar, Kasturina-
gar, Varthur, J.C. Road, Mi-
nerva Circle and parts of
Tumakuru Road. Other-
wise, slow moving traffic
was reported in several
parts of the city through-
out the day due to traffic di-
versions and flooded roads
and underpasses.

On Tuesday, up until 8
p.m., Hagadru in Mahade-
vapura zone received 20
mm rainfall while Sampan-
giramanagar in East zone
received 19.5 mm rainfall
followed by Banaswadi in
the same zone receiving 18
mm rainfall, according to
the Varuna Mitra dash-
board of Karnataka State
Natural Disaster Monitor-
ing Centre. “There was an
intense trough from Ara-
bian Sea stretching till Ker-
ala, South Interior Karnata-
ka and Andhra Pradesh
due to which Bengaluru re-
ceived heavy rains on Mon-
day. Although it weakened
on Tuesday, gusty winds
filled with moisture origi-
nating from Bay of Bengal
are blowing from the east
and northeastern direc-
tions due to which rainfall
occured. It will eventually
reduce in two days,” said
A. Prasad, scientist at IMD.



A‘HEAVY' PROBLEM

Though not the sole source of heavy metal contamination in vegetables, the water
senttoneighbouring districts mustbe treated better

Bengaluru’s treated sewage water

BOON OR BANE?

The Contamination Cycle Kamand Chennal

Many researches done in Kerala,
‘Tamilnadu and Hyderabad show the
presence of heavy metals in cosmet-

“Nobody is against wastewater re-
use. Standard operating procedures
should be there to stop the outflow
when the parameters are breached.

SHREEDN
BENGALURU, DHNS & -
Discussions

report by the Environmen

A small industry ) : -
tal Management Policy and ! ics, skin care products and hygiene  When the project was being done,
Research Institute (EMPRI) t;::l“?;g?ig-‘ products, which ultimately join sew- - nobody thought about operational on over tertlary

inefficiencies. A small amount of bi-
ological pollution can multiply into

on heavy metal contamina-
ionamong vegetablessoldin

d, mercuryandarsenicwere
shown to exceed the

tion, idol-making age. L

units, plastic)

Bengaluru warned that farmers should Contaminants: a larger public health issue. Who is

notbeallowed bylaw togrow greensand Heavy metals, going to monitor this?” asks Nirmala he office of N S Boseraju, Minister of

vegetables using drainage and effluent plastic Minor Irrigation, sent responses to

waters. DH's questionsrelated to heavy metal
Since most vegetables and greens Domestic sewage ” 2 contamination whlle promising to take up

come to Bengaluru from neighbour- (Fecal matter, Tanks: W_a(e{ W"g tertiary wage water for waste

ing districts of Kolar, Chikkaballapur medical dischar- nutrients an water reuse projects,

contaminants (if
pollutants exceed
limits, it becomes

and Bengaluru Rural, the attention has

I ges, household
turned to the project that pumps se

dust, microplas- What short-term and long-term action is

ondary-treated sewage water to these tics, cleaning smelly. Irr tment
districts. products and mosquitoes breed‘ address the problem?

There are two such treated sewage cosmetics) and even fish die) Many studies have been done regarding the
supply projects, from the Koramanga- Contaminants: quality of secondary-treated water. Even the
la-Challaghatta (KC) Valley and Heb- Organic matter, National Green Tribunal (NGT) given
bal-Nagawara Valley. Water goes to microbial instructions to monitor the quality of the
Kolar, Chikkaballapura and Bangalore contaminants, treated water. We are strictly adhering to
Rural districts. The Minor Irrigation De- mm;y;'%’;‘:]‘g' those guidelines. The heavy metals are not

i X

partment looks after the project. The visible in the household sewage water. No

Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage heavy metals ‘ad 4 "N data or study shows that the contamination
Board (BWSSB) treats the water,and the o . of bles and milk or oc-
KarnatakaState Pollution Control Board removes » 4 curs because of the treated water. In some
issupposed to monitor the quality. Organic matter, > ases, local body governments (municipal-
Startedin 2018, the KC Valley project AL dll suspended solids and panchayats) are not treating sewage,
pumps water to 145 tanks in Kolar and (sold :‘;z some microbial con- which is entering the tanks directly. Some
Chikkaballapura. Krishna M, Assistant N taminants. Unfit for farmers use the water meant for groundwa-
Executive Engineer associated with Bengalurv direct irrigation or ter recharge directly for agriculture.
T VeL MOCIAtET Wi Heavy metals; drinking. ey 'y lor agri -
the project, says the Minor Irrigation Lower & Contamination of treated water in the
Department takesdaily reports froman resistance to tanksshould bestopped. I, as a minister, have
accredited lab and pumps wate pests; Increased writtenalettertodistrictin-charge ministers
fitenough. There pesticide usage anddistrictcommissionerstostopdirecting
treated water for heavy metals. untreated sewage water to tanks and to ask
h, a farmer living near Ken- local bodies to take the necessary steps to
tes unbearable stench, treatit, Studies (socio-economic and scientif-
d IchIs of sodium in ground- ic) are going on regularly to monitor the im-
water, increased mosquitoes, diseases pactsof the treated water. A socio-economic
affecting tomato crops, increased use survey conducted by ISEC Bengalurushows
of pesticides and decreased shelflife of economic growth, and groundwater levels
crops as some problems. He adds that haverisen, We intend to coordinate and col-
he cannot grow root vegetables such as laborate with multiple departments, as well
potatoes and carrots nowada; Gowda. as raise public awareness. The government
Many farmers attribute some What will surely take up tertiary water treatment
to fake seeds and pesticides various happ h ‘ethatthis project
companies sell. Venkataramappa, sec- the parameters efit future generations.
retary of the diary producers uniot g0 out of limits? A
Lakshmisagar, says the borewells are BWSSB official told DH Is the secondary-treated water across all
800-1000feet deep,and the water table that the agenci ract- STP:
has improved. He says tertiary water with maintaining STPs fix and treated for heavy metal contamina-

ed

treatmentwill help farmers the quality bydoing the needful.

Households in the KC Valky waste-
water belt depend on gr T,
which is now recharged through treat-
ed water. Shivappa Arivu, a professor
at the Government College for Boys,
Kolar, says the district, with no water

tion? If not, what's the plan?

BWSSB does the water treatment, and the

Many sources of heavy metals Minor Irrigation Department does the sup-

'l'he lndustrinl and dumesnc sewage ply work. BWSSB only uses household sew-
icts age water, so heavy metal contamination is

that receive treated water from Ben- lorzero. lIScresearchh: firmed

galuruis untreated, which ultimately thesame. After thetreatment, we will receive

IIL'IH'II next to the tank:
Recharged with tank water; used
for irrigation and consumption of
humans and cattle

source, suffered from acute drought
ten years ago. However, treated water
hasalsobrought pollution,allergiesand
illnesses to people, he adds.

“We need water, but it should be
treated well. Wastewater reuse is good,
but the government must pay attention
tofixing the problems,” he says, seeking
tertiary water treatment.

‘Allis well’; Study

Sustainable Technologies, Indian Insti-
tute of Science in 2020 evaluated the
socio-economicimpactofthe KC Valley
project through asurvey.

It found that the heavy metals in KC
Valley's treated water and raw sewage
met the Indian drinking water stand-
ards. It comludcd that Ih(l‘L‘Wlll beno

Baak

A writ petition is on regarding the KC
Valley project, filed in 2018, seeking
to ensure that polluted industrial and
hemical effluents and

waterare notsupplied to tanks of Kolar,

Chikballapur and Bengaluru Rural dis-
tricts.

As per the court directions, a study
sponsored by the Minor Irrigation and
Groundwater Development Depart-
ment and conducted by the Centre for

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A, Nov. 4, 2023

ser
ofit.

The study highlights the positive im-
pact of the project through increased
fruit and vegetable yield, milk produc-
tion and real estate value. It notes no
direct adverse effects of groundwater
recharge.

Yc(. it asks for further studies on
public health and establ
er monitoring

DH GRAPHIC AND ILLUSTRATION:
DEEPAK HARICHANDAN

training programme for farmers about
selecting crop patterns, fertiliser use,
and irrigation techniques.

Scientists from the Centre for Sus-
tainable Technologies, Indian Institute
of Science, declined to comment. A sci-
entist told DH that the treated wast
water is safe and has no heavy metals
beyond the limits.

Sewage and heavy metals
Officials feel domestic sewage may not
have industrial waste and heavy metals
as it is carried through closed conduits
WSSB. However, the rcwanh |nd|

ontrary. A 2023

Is of lead, iron, nickel, - cadmi-
ic, chromium, and copper in
ater of Delhi, Mumbai, Kol-

“Sewage in Bengaluru is not just do-
tic sewage even if BWSSB carries
" says Nirmala Gowda, co-founder of
Paani. earth, a nongovernment organ-
tiles and small-scale indus-
areasrelease sewage
tealthily. Solid waste
and microplastics also get mixed up in
the sewage, ipting the biological
secondary treatment proce headds.
A study done using BWSB's hourly
live monitoring data from five STPs of
the KC valley project scraped for seven
months (JanuarytoJuly, 2023) by Paani.
earth shows that the treated water had
problems meeting biochemical oxygen
demand (HO[)) and LhLI“lCZ\] oxygen
! |

into sewer line
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Jjoinstanksand groundwater. Old
ing borewell metal casings can also
lead to contaminated groundwater.
Water fromdeep groundwater aq-
uifers and alluvial soils may contain
heavy metals. A study from Nepal
shows elevated concentrations of
heavy metals in water drawn from
wells ranging from 276 to 1,000 feet.
‘The Minor Irrigation Department
has put up boards banning the direct
useof water. However, in many areas,
farmers use the secondary treated
water directly from canals.
Untreated wastewater from Be-
landur and Varthur lakes flowing to
Tamilnadu is also used f(n X
which can lead

leak- it only if the water meets the specified pa-

rameters. The Minor Irrigation Department
also checks the quality of treated water on a
set of parameters. A committee led by IS¢
scient es water quality regularlyas
per NGT guidelines. We have directed offi-
cials to ensure the water quality meets the
nec standards.

What is stopping the government from
going for tertiary-treatment? Is it money?
The government of Karnataka is the peo-
ple’sgovernment, and weare doing what the
people demand. People are happy with the
positive impacts of secondary treatment of
water. Wearenotagainst tertiary treatment.
Ihc (kc ion will be taken at a higher level,
eon. Moneyisnotanissue.

etables.

Feedback: pointblank@ deccanherald.co.in




Rejuvenating degrading eco-systemsis my top priority: Eshwar Khandre

BENGALURU, DHNS

The growth of Bengaluru has
been so striking and spectac-
ular that we have gone from
being one of the best cities to
live in — to the city with end-
less problems,” said Eshwar
BKhandre, Minister of Forest
and Environment.

Hewasspeaking atthe Sus-
tainability Leadership Sum-
mit organized by the Centre
for Sustainable Development,
headed by A Ravindra, the
former Chief Secretary of the
Government of Karnataka.

“Endless traffic, depleting
groundwater, and increasing
pollution - these are just a
snapshot of the myriad prob-
lemswe face as Bengalureans
today,” heremarked.

Khandre added, “When
I was sworn in as a minister,
I made it a priority to un-
derstand and address the
processesleading to environ-
mental degradation and to
explore ways to rejuvenate
our ecosystems throughout
the state.”

Khandre outlined the spe-
cific challenges Bengaluru
faces: unregulated and illegal
construction,inadequate wa-

[

India’s
Sustainability

Forest minister Eshwar B Khandre, along with other

dignitaries, unveils the Bengaluru Declaration, a framework

designed to accelerate actions towards sustainable
development goals. bHPHOTO/ B K JANARDHAN

systems, encroachment of management of polluting
forest areas, pollution, drain- industries, policies for ve-
ing of lakes, the proliferation hicular pollution control, air
of non-compliant highly pol- qualityimprovement,and the
luting industries, deforesta- introduction of carbon-neu-
tion, depleting groundwater tral vehicle transportation,”
levels, improper waste han- Khandre stated.
dling,and vehicular pollution. Ravindra praised Minister
He further noted that the Khandre’sdedicationto mak-
ministry has initiated imme- ing Bengaluru sustainable.
diate actions tocombatthese However, he offered critical
persistent issues. “We have observations on the govern-
directedimmediateattention ment’s current development

‘Devanahalli could be developed
into tourist spot’
BENGALURU, DHNS: Minister otherbiodiversityin the state
of Forestsand Environment, must register with the Kar-
EshwarBKhandre, directed nataka Biodiversity Board.
the authorities to develop As most of the companies
the forest area near Devan- were yet to register with the
ahalli into a tourist spot and  board, the meeting decided
conserveit. to extend the registration
Theareahousestamarind deadline by 60 days.
trees thatare more than400 Khandre further suggest-
years old. During the 54th edinviting freshapplications
meeting of the Karnataka for annual awards given by
BiodiversityBoardon Satur- the board and increasing

day, he opined thatsincethe the award amount from Rs
tamarind grove was located 25,000 to Rs 50,000.

closetothe Kempegowdaln-
ternational Airport, if trees
were preserved and devel-
oped, theareawould become
atourist destination.
Companies that produce
products using the flora and

towards making it the most
unlivable one.”
Theeventwasalsoattended
by Javed Akthar, Additional
Chief Secretary, Department
of Environment and Forests,

He also asked the board
officials to organise pro-
grammes to create aware-
ness among locals about the
rare and endangered plant
species available locally at
thedistrict level.

Foundation (Medical); and
Shalini Rajneesh, Additional
Chief Secretary and Devel-
opment Commissioner, GoK.

During the summit, the dig-
nitariesunveiled the Bengalu-

toward effective waste man-
agement, lake rejuvenation,

initiatives, saying, “While
Khandre is trying to make

afforestation, reclamation Bengaluru a sustainable city,

Karnataka; M R Sreenivasa ru Declaration, a framework
Murthy, retired IAS officer designedtoaccelerateactions
and current Chief Executive towards sustainable develop-

ter seweraie and sanitation of encroached forest lands, others seem to be workini of the Gokula Education mentioals in the state.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.ll, Nov. 5, 2023
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Centre’s nod sought to divert
forest land for Mahadayi project

NEW DELHI, DHNS

arnatakahassubmitted

K a proposal to the Na-
ional Wildlife Board
seekingapproval for the diver-
sionof 26.92 hectares of forest
land to the Mahadayi project.
Inthe proposal, Karnataka
has said that a total of 10.68
hectares of land, out of 26.92
hectares of forest land, falls
under the Tiger Corridor
of Kali and Sahyadri Tiger
Reserve designated by the
National Tiger Conservation
Authority. This land is re-
quired for the construction
of a diversion weir, jackwell-
cum-pump house, electrical
substation, pipeline and pow-
erline in Kankumbi Chorle,

Parvade and other villages of
Khanapur taluk in Belagavi
district under Kalasa Nala
Diversion Scheme, the state
has said.

Recently, the Karnataka
State Board of Wildlife, head-
ed by Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah,decided torecommend
the proposal to the Standing
Committee of the National

Source: Deccan Herald, p.8, Nov. 10, 2023
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Board of Wildlife seeking per-
mission to divert forest land
for non-forestry purposes.
The State Board also decided
that sufficient funds would be
made available to implement
the site-specific wildlife miti-
gation plan.

Last year, the state gov-
ernment submitted a revised
proposal about the Mahadayi
project to the Central Wa-
ter Commission. It involved
the diversion of Mahadayi
river water through Kalasa
and Banduri Nala to meet
the drinking water needs of
areas in Belagavi and Hub-
balli-Dharwad region. The
projectsubsequentlyreceived
approval fromthe Central Wa-
ter Commission.

Back to Contents




Health

Zika: 888 houses in 5 villages of containment
zone in Chickballapur under surveillance

Serum samples of 30 pregnant women sent for tests; Health Department submits report on the surveillance measures undertaken

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he State Health De-
I partment, which is
closely monitoring

the situation in Chickballa-
pur after a mosquito pool
in Thalakayalbetta village
of the district was found to
be positive for Zika, has
sent serum samples of 30
pregnant women from five
villages in the containment
zone to the National Insti-
tute of Virology (NIV),
here, for for testing.

As many as 888 houses
with a population of 4,282
in the containment zone
are under intense surveil-
lance, officials said.

Mosquito samples col-
lected from Thalakayalbet-
ta village in the jurisdiction
of Dibburahalli Primary
Health Centre (PHC) dur-
ing routine surveillance
were found to be carrying
the Zika virus.

Report to Centre
On Friday, the department
submitted a detailed re-
port on the surveillance
measures undertaken to
the National Centre for
Vector Borne Diseases
Control (NCVBDC) under
the Union Health Ministry.
In the report addressed
to Kalpana Baruah, Senior
Consultant and former Ad-
ditional Director and
Scientist ‘V’ at NCVBDC,
the State Joint Director, Na-
tional Vector Borne Dis-
ease Control Programme,
said that intensified vector
control measures were be-
ing initiated in the contain-
ment zone, Apart from the

The potential mosquito breeding sites have been noticed in cement
tanks and barrels in the containment zone. FILE PHOTO

30 serum samples of preg-
nant women, four samples
of those who reported with
fever had also been sent for
tests. The four include a
nine-year-old boy, who has
also recovered.

State Health Commis-
sioner Randeep D. said re-
ports were expected in a
week. “The potential
Aedes breeding sites have
been noticed in cement
tanks and barrels in the
containment zone,” he
said.

“Aedes larval survey,
source reduction activity,
and fever surveillance are
being conducted in the
containment zone on a dai-
ly basis. An additional nine
teams from neighbouring
PHCs are being deployed
for surveillance,” he said.

1EC sessions

“While indoor space spray-
ing with Pyrethrum (2%) is
being done in the affected

village, information, edu-
cation and communication
(IEC) sessions are being
conducted in the five villag-
es of the containment
zone. The situation is being
closely monitored by the
State programme division
and necessary technical
support is provided to the
district,” the Commission-
er added.

Awareness activities
Chickballapur District
Health Officer S.S. Mahesh
said awareness activities
had been taken up in the
zone.

“The situation is under
control and there is no
need to panic. All the four
persons who had reported
fever have recovered and
are doing fine. Although
the 30 pregnant women in
the area are doing fine, we
have sent their serum sam-
ples for tests to rule out
any infection,” he added.

Source: The Hindu, p.5, Nov. 4, 2023
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City also under the grip
of other viral ailments

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

While the Zika scare has
further raised concerns
about rampant mosquito
breeding, Bengaluru has
also been under the grip of
other viral ailments such as
fever, upper respiratory
tract infections, and seaso-
nal influenza for the last
two-three months.

Rise in dengue cases
Dengue, which is also
spread through the bite of
Aedes aegypti mosquito,
has been on a steady rise
with the State reporting
12,626 cases and nine
deaths this year.

Of these, 6,599 cases
and four deaths are from
Bengaluru  alone. The
number of dengue cases
shot up from around 5,000
in July to 12,626 as of No-
vember 2, according to da-
ta from the State Health
Department.

Drop in platelet
Doctors said they are see-
ing at least 10 to 15 patients
with lower and upper res-
piratory tract infections,
viral fever, and other relat-
ed ailments apart from se-
ven to eight dengue cases
daily.

Most of them are report-
ing complaints of sore
throat, fever, runny nose,

cough, allergic bronchitis,
asthma, and middle ear in-
fections.

Adrastic drop in platelet
count is seen in those who
report dengue symptoms,
doctors said.

Children affected
Chikkanarasa Reddy, pro-
fessor of paediatrics at
Bowring and Lady Curzon
Medical College and Re-
search Institute, said he is
seeing over 70 children ev-
ery day at the hospital with
high grade fever, cold,
cough, vomiting and
diarrhea.

“The trend has been the
same since the last three
months,” he said.

Respiratory virus
Parimala V. Thirumalesh ,
senior consultant (Neona-
tology and Paediatrics) at
Aster CMI Hospital, said
there has been a considera-
ble rise in Respiratory syn-
cytial virus (RSV), a com-
mon respiratory virus that
usually causes mild, cold-
like symptoms, and in-
fluenza cases over the past
two months.

While the number of in-
fluenza cases has in-
creased by 50%, over 12
RSV cases are reported ev-
ery week, he said.

“The risk of viral infec-
tions is high among tod-
dlers and school-going

children, premature ba-
bies, babies with congeni-
tal heart and/or lung dis-
ease, and those with low
immunity. Senior citizens
and adults with heart-relat-
ed illnesses, asthma, and
leukemia are also at high
risk,” the doctor said.

Prevalent over months
Subrata Das, Senior Con-
sultant (Internal Medicine
and Diabetology) at Sakra
World Hospital, said there
he has been noticing a
surge in Influenza A and
Influenza B viral infec-
tions.

Additionally, symptoms
resembling viral diarrhea,
such as those caused by
the rotavirus, have become
more prevalent over the
past two-three months, he
said.

“These infections typi-
cally manifest with fever
and body pain lasting two-
three days, followed by
cold and cough persisting
for around three-four
weeks after the fever sub-
sides,” he said.

Most viral infections
subside on their own with-
in seven days, however in
severe cases, the infection
may last longer necessitat-
ing hospitalisation.

People should consult
their physician if symp-
toms persist for over a
week, the doctors added.



Importance of

sustainable public
health highlighted

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Doctors, who participated
in the seventh all-India
conference of the Medical
Service Centre - a national-
level socio-medical volun-
tary organisation - on Sa-
turday, underlined the im-
portance of sustainable
public health in preventing
the spread of newly identi-
fied infectious diseases.

Making a presentation
on “Emerging and Re-
emerging Viral Infections”
at the conference, K.R. Ra-
veendra, Professor of Med-
icine at Bangalore Medical
College and Research Insti-
tute (BMCRI), said a major-
ity of emerging and re-
emerging infections are
vector-borne.

“The cross-border
spread of infectious diseas-

Source: The Hindu,

es, an upsurge in newly
identified infections along
with the emergence of
known infections in new
geographic areas, serve as
compelling reminders of
the importance of ensur-
ing strong and sustainable
clinical and public health.
Along with this, laboratory
capacity and collabora-
tions at local, national and
international levels are also
vital,” he said.

Inaugurating the confe-
rence, M.V. Nadakarni, vis-
iting professor at the In-
dian Institute for Social
and Economic Change
(ISEC) and former vice-
chancellor of Gulbarga Un-
iversity, said that India
ranks 132 among 198 coun-
tries as per the Human De-
velopment Index 2022. It
fell by two ranks in a year
during COVID-19.

p.4, Nov. 5, 2023
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Scrapping compulsoryrural
service for med students:
Govtupbeat, experts cheer

Financial reasons dictated
decision, but may prove
ablessing in disguise

v

RASHMI BELUR
BENGALURU, DHNS

end the compulsory one-year rural service
for medical students by restricting it to the
number of vacancies in the government will not
impact healthcare services in the countryside,
authoritiesargue, evenas experts hailed the move.

The ordinance willamend the Karnataka Com-
pulsory Service by Candidates Completed the
Medical Courses Act, 2012.

Under thislaw, all MBBS, postgraduate degree
holders and super-specialty graduates must serve
oneyear compulsorily ingovernmenthealthcare
institutionsin rural areas.

MBBS students are paid a monthly salary of Rs
62,666, MD/MS students get around Rs 70,000
and super-specialty students receive Rs 72,800.

At present, medical students who do not take
up compulsory rural service are fined Rs 15 lakh
toRs 30 lakh.

Prima facie, the government’sdecisionis based
on financial considerations.

Thereare 6,766 MBBS and PG medical students
who haveregistered for rural service inthe 2023-
24 academic year. Accommodating all of them
would costthe exchequer Rs 290.4 crore.

The decision to promulgate an ordinance to

Less posts, more students
According to governmentdata,in 2023-24, 3,251
MBBS students have registered for rural ser-
vice whereas there are 1,897 posts vacant. To ac-
commodate therest, thegovernmenthasto create
anadditional 1,354 posts, causing a financial bur-
den of Rs101.82 crore.

Also, for the 2023-24 academic year, 3,515 PG

CN MANJUNATH
Director, Sri Jayadeva Institute
of Cardiovascular Sciences
As the available

‘ vacancies are less
than the students grad-
uating every year, the
no-objection certificates
were unnecessarily held
back for several doctors,
causing a lot of inconven-
ience to them, especially
those from outside Karnataka

| SHARAN PRAKASH PATIL
| Medical Education Minister

‘ We are making it flexible
by removing the com-
pulsion. We're not withdrawing

the law completely.

students have registered against 1,270 vacant
posts. This will require creating an additional
2,245 posts ata cost of Rs 188.58 crore.
According to the government, if all MBBS, PG
andsuper-specialty students who graduate every
year enter compulsory rural service, the govern-
ment has tospend Rs 844 crore towards salaries.

Govt colleges/govt-quota seats
Ifonlystudentsin governmentcolleges are consid-
ered, the burden will come down to Rs 300 crore.
Sourcessaythereare planstorestrictrural service
to only those students in government colleges or
government-quota seats in private institutions.

“We are making it flexible by removing the
compulsion. We’re not withdrawing the law com-
pletely,” Medical Education Minister Dr Sharan
Prakash Patil told DH.

AccordingtoPatil,thenumber of doctors show-
ing interest to work with the government sector
hasincreased in the last few years.

The government’s move will prevent doctors
from having to wait for a posting for months on

end, Sri Jayadeva Institute of Cardiovascular
Sciences director Dr C N Manjunath said.

“Astheavailable vacanciesarelessthan the stu-
dentsgraduating every year, the no-objection cer-
tificates were unnecessarily held back for several
doctors, causing a lot of inconvenience to them,
especially those fromoutside Karnataka,” he said.

Manjunath said the policy (law) was good when
there was anacute shortage of doctors.

“Thedecision taken by the governmentis good
both for the state and the doctors,” he said.

No. of colleges
Whenthe Act camein 2012, thenumber of govern-
ment medical colleges in the state was 12.

“Now, we have medical collegesin almost every
district. Every year, around 10,000 students
graduate, but there are only around 3,000 posts
vacant,”asenior officialin the department of med-
ical education said.

According to senior oncologist Dr Vishal Rao,
thereis a need for specialist doctors and the gov-
ernment should create an atmosphere where
healthcare professionals go torural areas without
them being coerced.

Will the new policy create a shortage of doc-
tors? Rajiv Gandhi University of Health Sciences
(RGUHS) vice-chancellorDr M KRameshsaysno.

“The District Residency Programme of the
National Medical Commission will address the
shortage of doctors, ifany,” he said. He explained
thatunder this programme, postgraduate medical
students studying 4th, 5th and 6th semesters will
be compulsorily posted in districts.

Specialist doctors

“Under this, hospitals will get specialist doctors.
This will be peripheral posting. In case of short-
age, they can even go to other states and serve,”
headded.

Overtheyears, itissaid thatsomestudents pre-
ferred to pay penalty, instead of serving in rural
areas.

Between 2011-12 and 2018-19, the total penalty
imposed was Rs 260 crore. A majority of the stu-
dents have not paid yet, officials said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.6, Nov. 5, 2023
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About 21,000 new cases are
registered in Kidwai every year

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

About 21,000 new cases
are registered every year at
the State-run Kidwai Me-
morial Institute of Oncolo-
gy, out of which over 50%
are diagnosed as cancer
cases. Overall, the premier
cancer care centre in the
State sees a footfall of
around 3.6 lakh patients
per annuim.

This includes new and
follow up cases.

Cancer awareness
The institute is organising
a cancer awareness and
detection camp in a tribal
area of Bandipur on Tues-
day to mark national can-
cer awareness day ob-
served on November 7.
Kidwai director V. Lo-
kesh said early interven-
tion is most important in
cancer care as the chance
of survival is higher if diag-
nosed early.

“Unfortunately, most
come to treatment insti-
tutes in an advanced stage,
hence creating awareness
among the public plays an
important role in cancer
prevention,” he said.

Of around 14 lakh new
cancer cases that are re-
ported annually in the
country, an estimated
87,500 new cases are from
Karnataka. Among males,
lung cancer continues to
be the most predominant
site of cancer constituting
9.6% of the total male can-
cers followed by cancers of
the stomach and prostate
(6.8%), esophagus (5.5%)
and mouth (5.1%).

Breast cancer

Vijay C.R., Associate Pro-
fessor in the department of
Epidemiology and Biosta-
tistics at Kidwai said
among females, cancer of
the breast is the most com-
mon cancer constituting
30% of the total female

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Nov. 7, 2023
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cancers followed by cancer
of the cervix (11%), ovary
(7.2%), mouth (4.3%) and
corpus uteri (4.2%).

Risk factors

Pointing out that tobacco
usage contributes to the
occurrence of more than
one-third of cancers, Dr.
Lokesh said in males it is
found to have the highest
age-adjusted rate per lakh
population compared to
the female population
(that is 46 and 24). Other
probable risk factors in-
clude diet, pollution, ex-
cessive alcohol consump-
tion, lack of physical
activity, occupational ha-
zards and infections, he
said.

“Most of the cancer pa-
tients seen at Kidwai are
from the lower socio-eco-
nomic strata with rural
backgrounds, illiteracy
and who have limited ac-
cess to health facilities,” he
said.
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Containing Zika virus: Centre writes
to States asking them to strengthen
entomological surveillance

Last month, samples collected from a mosquito pool at Thalakayalbetta village, in the jurisdiction of Dibburahalli

Primary Health Centre in Chickballapur district, during routine surveillance were found to be carrying the Zika virus

Afshan Yasmeen
BENGALURU

ven as Karnataka is
E awaiting reports of

the Chickballapur
mosquito pool samples
that were found to be posi-
tive for Zika virus, the
Centre has written to all
States, including Karnata-
ka, asking them to streng-
then entomological sur-
veillance and intensify
vector control activities.

The letter — written by
Union Health Secretary
Sudhansh Pant to Chief Se-
cretaries/ Administrators
of all States on November 6
— referred to the recent de-
tection of Zika Virus Dis-
ease (ZVD) cases in Kerala
and Maharashtra.

“In addition, the virus
has also been detected in
mosquito pool samples
from Chickballapur district
of Karnataka. It is impor-
tant to strengthen entomo-
logical surveillance and in-
tensify vector control
activities with a focus on
areas with high vector den-
sity in order to prevent Zi-
ka virus transmission,” the

Afile photo of a BBMP employee carrying out a fumigation drive in Bengaluru.

official said in the letter.

Last month, samples
collected from a mosquito
pool in Thalakayalbetta vil-
lage in the jurisdiction of
Dibburahalli Primary
Health Centre (PHC) dur-
ing routine surveillance
were found to be carrying
the Zika virus.

The Health Depart-
ment, which is closely
monitoring the situation in
the district, has sent serum

samples of 30 pregnant
women and four persons
who had been treated for
fever from five villages in
the containment zone to
the National Institute of Vi-
rology (NIV), for testing
and reports are awaited.

Dengue, chikungunya

“I am sure that an action
plan and requisite logistics
for vector management fo-
cusing on dengue and chi-

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Nov. 8, 2023
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kungunya is in place with
the States. The same needs
to be implemented for Zika
and to be intensified in the
areas from where either
human case and mosquito
pools are found positive,”
the letter stated.

While a vast majority of
the cases of ZVD are either
asymptomatic or present
with mild symptoms that
are self-limiting in nature,
WHO data from other

countries suggests that Zi-
ka virus infection among
pregnant women may re-
sult in microcephaly in the
newborn in a minor pro-
portion.

In addition, Zika virus
infection can also cause
Guillain-Barré syndrome,
neuropathy and myelitis,
particularly in adults and
older children, the letter
pointed out.

Avoid panic

“While these complica-
tions have not been report-
ed so far from India, there
is a need to be vigilant, par-
ticularly as the mosquito
vector for ZVD is the same
that transmits dengue and
chikungunya and is found
in large parts of the coun-
try. Equally important is
the need to avoid any kind
of panic in the general pu-
blic by disseminating cor-
rect information. Like den-
gue and chikungunya,
there is no specific drug or
vaccine for ZVD as well.
Therefore, it is important
to strengthen surveil-
lance,” the letter stated.



Government of Karnataka and C-CAMP co-host round table to

develop road map for innovative healthcare solutions

One key approach discussed at the round table was deployment of new healthcare innovations in public health facilities in all districts

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

epartment of
l’ Health and Family
Welfare,

Government of Karnataka,
and Centre for Cellular
and Molecular Platforms
(C-CAMP) held a Health
Roundtable with various
CSR and Philanthropic
organizations to explore
partnerships and funding
opportunities for
strengthening public
health systems.

One key approach
discussed at the
roundtable was the
deployment of new
healthcare innovations in
public health facilities in
all districts. The meeting
at Bengaluru was chaired
by the Karnataka Minister
for Health and Family
Welfare Dinesh Gundu
Rao.

According to a release
by C-CAMP, the
roundtable follows the
formation of a strategic
alliance between the
Department of Health and
Family Welfare and
C-CAMP that aims to boost
the state’s public
healthcare delivery

=

i@ eccawrp

A owm puacyen win CSR O
PHILANTHROPY

S = NN

During the round table, Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao underlined the significance of affordability,

—

accessibility, quality, and scale in any augmentation effort for public health systems.

through the
implementation of
indigenous innovations.
Officials from the
Health Department
including D. Randeep,
Commissioner, Health and
Family Welfare, and Dr.
Naveen Bhat, National
Health Mission Director,
participated. Also present
were several industry
heads and high-level

officials from corporate
organisations and
philanthropies such as
USAID, Infosys
Foundation, ACT Capital
Foundation, PATH,
UNICEF, Novo Nordisk
Foundation, Biocon
Foundation, AstraZeneca,
Cipla, HCL Foundation
and Cognizant Foundation
among others.

During the roundtable,

Source: The Hindu, p.10, Nov. 10, 2023

Gundu Rao underlined the
significance of
affordability, accessibility,
quality and scale in any
augmentation effort for
public health systems.
“Our aim is to make
Karnataka a model state
for healthcare that can be
replicated by other states.
Karnataka being the land
of innovation and
technology gives us a

The round table
follows the formation

of a strategic alliance
between the

Department of
Health and Family
Welfare and C-CAMP

perfect opportunity to
achieve this milestone. I
believe, we can achieve
this only through
like-minded collaborations
and partnerships,” he said.

“The public-private
partnership will enable us
to mobilise funds to
upgrade our healthcare
facilities and also help us
explore innovative
technologies and modern
practices, which can make
our public healthcare
more affordable and
accessible.”

“We are looking
forward to ideas and are
working towards a
results-oriented approach
and having a measurable
impact,” he further added.

Gundu Rao also noted
that to reduce procedural
challenges in last mile
healthcare delivery, the
government has brought
in partners like C-CAMP to
specifically address

challenges in maternal and
child health,
non-communicable
diseases, tuberculosis, eye
health, and others.

C-CAMP Director-CEO
Dr Taslimarif Saiyed said,
“Our objective for today’s
Roundtable is to work on a
roadmap for the next 3-5
years for the deployment
of innovative, indigenous
health solutions emerging
from Karnataka by
facilitating partnerships
between Government of
Karnataka, C-CAMP and
CSR and philanthropic
organizations.”

He further said, “Such a
PPP model will be
pathbreaking for new
technology adoption in
the public health system,
not only in Karnataka but
nationally too. This is
aimed to address some
critical public health
challenges, largely in
semi-urban and rural
populations.”

“The pilot and scale-up
programmes enabled by
these projects will also
hugely benefit deep
science based
entrepreneurial ventures
based in Karnataka as the
biotech capital of India.”
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Gender

Planstobuild economyaround flagship guarantees

K’taka govt looks

to take chit fund
biz to next level

B0t} EXCLUSIVE

BHARATH JOSHI
BENGALURU, DHNS

ith women receiving
cash benefits under
the flagship guaran-

tees, the state government has
sensed an opportunity to scale
upits fledgling chit funds busi-
ness that will soon getan app.

This is one way the Siddara-
maiah-led Congress govern-
ment wants to build an econ-
omy around the guarantees,
which are giving every house-
hold an estimated Rs 4,000-
5,000 financial assistance per
month.

Under Gruha Lakshmi, 93
lakh women are getting Rs
2,000 every month. Women
are also saving money with
Shakti, the free bus travel
scheme. Theplanistogetthese
women to start saving.

For this, authorities have
zeroed in onthe chit fund busi-
ness run by the Mysore Sales
International Ltd (MSIL),

whichhasa turnover of Rs 305
croreandalowsubscriberbase
0f22,000.

This pales in comparison to
Kerala, where the state-run
chit fund business is worth a
mammoth Rs 27,000 crore.

Popular among low income
groups, salaried and self-em-
ployed individuals, a chit fund
involves members agreeing
to deposit a predetermined
amount of money for a specif-
ic period.

Members take turns to re-
ceive the entire pool of funds.

“MSIL has agreed to give a
fillip to its chit fund business
in the backdrop of women
receiving cash under the Gru-
ha Lakshmi scheme,” said
Additional Chief Secretary

(Finance) LK Atheeq, who
has held meetings to discuss
creating a ripple effect for the
guarantees.

MSIL managing director
Manoj Kumar told DH that
the chit fund business has the
potential of becoming a Rs
10,000-crore venture.

“Our chit funds business is
almostlocalised toa fewurban
districts,” Kumar said. “We
haven’t penetrated into rural
areas. Now, with each house-
hold receiving benefits every
month, money can be saved.”

The MD said “returns are
quite decent (13% to 15%) de-
pending on the group” and
added that money will be as-
sured as MSIL isagovernment
agency.

Kumar is creating an “insti-
tutional mechanism” to accel-
erate the chit funds business.
“We’relooking athaving amo-
bile app that citizens can use to
not only enrol, but also check
the progress of their chit fund,”
he said, adding that software
developmentis underway.

» Chit fund, Page 5
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Gov'tmi;i"t;ks to
vault chit fund
biz to next level

Chit fund, from Page 1

Asin the case of the Life In-
surance Corporation (LIC),
the governmentwill appoint
‘Savings Sakhis’ as agents
who will get incentives for
every enrolment for the chit
funds business.

Uma Mahadevan, Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary
(Skill Development, Entre-
preneurship & Livelihood),
who is involved in the effort
to create guarantees-based
spin-offs, said women can
put the Gruha Lakshmi
money into small savings
for children’s education,
set up a business or medical
emergencies.

“Women should quickly
getinto the habit of savings.”

she said.
|

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1& 5, Nov. 6, 2023
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Guarantee spin-off: Govt plans mini
supermarkets for women SHGs

Political empowerment prog

for women

on thecards

v

BHARATH JOSHI
BENGALURU, DHNS

y I \he state government is
setting up kiosks and
mini supermarkets

where women-led self-help
groups (SHGs) can sell their
goods and create a place for
themselves in the rural econ-
omy.

This is in line with the Sid-
daramaiah-led Congress
government’s plan to build an
economy around the guaran-
tees under which households,
especially women, are receiv-
ing cash benefits. As part of
this, the governmentislooking
to scale up the chit fund busi-
ness run by the Mysore Sales
International Ltd (MSIL) on

the back of women receiving
Rs 2,000 per month under
Gruha Lakshmi.

“A lot of cash transfers
are happening and money is
reaching the poor. Women
SHGs can provide goods and
services for local consump-
tion,” Additional Chief Secre-
tary (Skill Development, En-
trepreneurship & Livelihood)
UmaMahadevan told DH.

The government will set-
up work sheds for SHGs that
can serve as a “space of their
own” where they can display
their products, Mahadevan
said.

“There are already Halli
Santes - village marts - that

we’re identifying so that out-
lets canbe provided,” she said.

The government wants
to also set up 200 kiosks for
women SHGs at the pancha-
yat level. “They will be tiny
spaceswhere day-to-dayitems
and snacks can be sold,” Ma-
hadevan said. “SHGs deserve
aspacein therural economy,”
sheadded.

According to Mahadevan,
there are 3.4 lakh SHGs with
10-15 members each. “There
are more than 35 lakh (three
million) members in these
SHGs,”shesaid. “Theyare also
federated with panchayat-lev-
el federations.”

Further, the government is

planning “political empower-
ment” of women panchayat
members.

“We'retakingupabigtrain-
ing programme for women
panchayat members so that
they can travel to different
placesand follow-up onclaims
of services,” Mahadevan said,
referring to Gruha Lakshmi
and Shakti (free bus travel)
schemes.

The government had con-
ducted a “large online orienta-
tion programme” for SHGs on
the five guaranteesin August.

“Karnataka is one of the
pioneers in SHGs as a vehicle
for women empowerment,”
Mahadevan said.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4, Nov. 7, 2023
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26 lakh women yet to get
Gruha Lakshml aid for September

Name mismatchin Aadhaar, hank
passbook among reasons cited

v

VARSHA GOWDA
BENGALURU, DHNS

he state government’s
I ‘Gruha  Lakshmi’
scheme, which pro-
vides monthly financial aid of
Rs2,000towomen headsofthe
family, a part of the ambitious
five guarantees, is yet to reach
asignificant portion ofitstarget
population.

To date, 88% of 1.2 crore
beneficiaries have received the
amount for the first month af-
ter the scheme was launched.
However, atleast7.5% of wom-
en have complained that they
have not received even the first
month’sinstalment. Since Sep-
tember, 26 lakh women, or 21%
of total beneficiaries have not
received the amount. Officials

cite a mismatch in namein the
Aadhaar card and bank pass-
book, failure to link the Aad-
haar card and wrong address
asthereason behind the same.

“The scheme is helpful in
providing some relief after
prices of basic commodities
went up. I have to pay Rs 200
iflwant to buy akg of dal,” says
Vasantha, aresident of Hassan
city. However, the monthly dis-
bursal of financial aid has been
patchyatbest. “Ireceived mon-
eythefirstmonthandafter that
forthenexttwomonthsIdidn’t
get it,” she says. While she has
received the pending amount
this month, her neighbour has
notbeen fortunate.

Mani, whoappliedinabatch
among other women from
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Todate, 88% of 1.2 crore beneficiaries have received the
amount for the first month after the scheme was launched.

recounts, “Several other wom-
en and I have not received the
amount since the first month
even though I was told when
I registered that there was no
issue with my application,” she
says. In Yadgir, Gowri Huk-
keri, an activist, estimates that
about a quarter of women who
applied for the Gruha Lakshmi
programmeareyettoreceiveat
leastamonth’sworthormore of
the financial aid.

“Officials have asked wom-

between Aadhaar and bank
passbook to come back to rec-
tifytheerror. Others have prob-
lems with linking their bank
accounts with the Aadhaar
card,” she says. However, it is
not clear when the women are
expected to comeback to regis-
ter. Whilethesearesomeofthe
reasons that officials generally
quote, Deepa R, a resident of
Haveri district explains that
beneficiaries’ concerns can be
dismissed on the grounds that

thefinancial aid. “Idonotknow
what the problem with my ap-
plication is. I stopped receiving
money after the first month.
‘WhenlIapproached thedistrict
administration, they told me
that my name was in the third
list,and themoneywouldreach
mein fifteen days,” she says.
Activists say that such dis-
missals can confuse beneficia-
ries who might need to inter-
vene to correct spelling errors
in names or addresses and link
problemswithgovernmentID.
Additionally, Gowriexplains
that in some cases, women
heads of the family werereceiv-
ing 10 kg of rice under the An-
nabhagya scheme. “However,
the same women have stopped
receiving amount under the
Gruhalakshmi scheme,” she
says. To resolve these prob-
lems, State Women and Child
Development Department
Minister Lakshmi Hebbalkar,
says, “ I have directed the of-
ficials to go door to door with
the cooperation of Anganwadi
workersandsettlethe problems

her neighbourhood in Hassan _en with a mismatch in name _they would eventually receive inregistration.”

Source: Deccan Herald, p.4. Nov. 8, 2023
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40 yrs after ban, Devadasm stlll shackled to system

VijayanagarahasT1
suchwomeninthe
18-36agegroup

s

ANITHA PAILOOR
HOSAPETE, DHNS

our decades after the
FDevadasi system was

banned in Karnataka,
young girls and women are
still ‘dedicated to god’ in Vi-
jayanagaradistrict, which has
the highest number of survi-

as per government data.

An ongoing survey by Mis-
sion Vijaya Vanite, a help desk
setup by Vijayanagaradistrict
administration for Devadasis,
haslisted 71women inthe age
groupof18to 36.Mostof them
belong tothe Scheduled Caste
(SC), mainly Madiga commu-
nity. “Many hesitate to come
out as Devadasis fearing pu-
nitive action despite their
deplorable condition,” says
Manjula Malgi, district coor-
dinator, Mission Vijaya Vanite.

Take the case of Saritha*.
The 21-year-old came to know
shewill be dedicated asa Deva-
dasiaday before the ritual was

Ganga, aDevadasi in Vijayanagaradistrict, wants to
apply for Bhagyalakshmi bond. bH PHOTO/ANITHA PAILOOR

months pregnant. She finds sure if she will be covered un-

. Whoare
Devadasis?

Devadasis are young girls
‘dedicated to god'

They are not allowed to marry.

They stay alone or with parents
and make a living on their own

Regressive system pushes

- women into sexual slavery

Their partners, generally

B married men, occasionally visit

them but they remain anonymous
and take no responsibility

It took her several sleepless
it hard to work in the fieldsas ~ der the schemes for pregnant nights and a lot of courage to
a labourer but has no other womenasshecannotmention come outasaDevadasi.

vors of this reﬁressive sistem held in 2022. Now, she is four means of survival. She is un- the name of the child’s father. »Devadasi, Paie 4

Devadasi, from Page 1

She hopes this will help her
get food at the local angan-
wadi.

Saritha belongs to the
Madiga community and is
one of the recent survivors
of the exploitative Devadasi
system banned in the state
in1984.

“I did not come out as a
Devadasi until I conceived.
It might cause problems for
usasitisagainstthelaw,’she
says.

“The person who was
in a relationship with me
stopped coming to the house
and answering my calls af-
ter I informed him about
the pregnancy. After all, he
is someone else’s husband
and has a family to look af-
ter,” she says.

She was told that her par-
entshad decided todedicate
her when she was young,
but she knows this was an
arrangement to look after
her ailing father. “I am the
youngest and all my elder
sisters are married,” she
says.

After Saritha, her19-year-
old cousin was dedicated

months ago. The sentiment dasis was done in the state tectidentity)

of doing something for “the
wellbeing of family and so-
ciety” is still being used to
push women into a lifetime
of sexual slavery in this dis-
trict. Physical or mental dis-
abilities or preventing mis-
fortune are other reasons
cited by the perpetrators to
push girls into the Devadasi
system.

“The women gain the
strength to come out years
aftertheir dedication, gener-
allyduringtheir pregnancy,”
says Usha, a taluk coordina-
tor of Mission Vijaya Van-
ite. She is the daughter of a
Devadasi woman.

Manjulaexplainshowand
why the regressive system
persists despite governmen-
tal and social initiatives. “It
requires generational sup-
port for Devadasi families
to come out of the practice.
While the government has
come up with rehabilita-
tion programmes, the lack
of awareness on both sides
(governmentand communi-
ty) and problems in imple-
mentation have resulted in
these schemes falling short,”
she says.

The last survey of Deva-

Source: Deccan Herald, p.1& 4, Nov. 9, 2023

50

in 2008 and the list has not
beenupdated since.

Those who are left out
or came out as Devadasis
after that are not included
in the list. Some of the fami-
lies who are included in the
list are not getting due ben-
efits.

“In 2019, we sent a list of
Devadasis who are left out
and a decision is yet to be
made,” says Sudha M Chid-
ri, project officer, Devadasi
Rehabilitation Project, un-
divided Ballari district.

In another case, Ganga
is not able to get a Bhagyal-
akshmi bond for her child
as she cannot mention
her partner’s name. At the
sametime, hername has not
beenincludedinthe govern-
ment’s Devadasi registry as
she was initiated into the
practice after the previous
survey.

Shweta Sanjeevkumar,
deputy director, Women
and Child Development De-
partment, Hospet, says that
the process is on to include
single mothers in the list for
the Bhagyalakshmiand oth-
er schemes.

(*Name changed to pro-




Gruha Lakshmi money will be
credited in a fortnight: Min

Says govt will fix all
the glitches soon

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

t a time when numer-
ous complaints have
merged about benefi-

ciaries not gettingregular pay-
ment under the Gruha Laksh-
mi scheme, one of the five
guarantees of the Congress
government, the government
will fix all the glitches within
the next fortnight, Womenand
Child Development Minister
Laxmi Hebbalkar assured.
Speaking to media persons
here, after taking part in a
training programme for the
Child Development Project
Officers (CDPOs), who are
co-ordinating implementa-
tion of the scheme, Hebbalkar
said money was reaching 95
per cent of the beneficiaries,
but with the rest, there were
technical problemssuch asab-

the bank accounts or non-up-
dation of the e-Kyc details.

As on date, 1.16 crore bene-
ficiaries have enrolled for the
scheme. According to officials,
Aadhaar seeding hasnotbeen
completed with respect to 3.5
lakh beneficiaries.

While in several instances,
beneficiaries have received
money only one for one month,
the governmentwill soon cred-
itthe pending amountto them,
the minister assured. “Those
who have registered within
August 15 and have not got
money after the initial pay-
ment, will get three months’
amount soon. Those who
have registered later, will get
arrears depending on when
they have registered,” she ex-
plained.

In August, there were 1.08
crore beneficiaries, who got
the Gruha Lakshmi certificate.
In September, this went up to
1.14 crore, and in October, it
further went up to 1.16 crore
beneficiaries.

Giving further details, Heb-
balkar said the government
had credited Rs 2,169 crore

many as 97 percent benefi-
ciaries received it but 5 lakh
people did not get the money
because of technical problems.
In September, Rs 2,288 crore
wasreleased for1.14 crore ben-
eficiaries. However, only 82%
of beneficiaries received the
money. As many as 12 lakh
families were left out owing to
either technical glitches or be-
cause of e-KYC problems. The
money that the government
hasreleased isin thebank and
will reach the beneficiaries as
soon asthetechnical problems
areresolved, she said.

In October the govern-
ment has released Rs 2,400
crore towards 1.16 crore ben-
eficiaries and at present, the
government is fixing glitches
pertaining to accounts of 7.9
lakh beneficiaries.

“We are getting Aadhaar
numbers linked to bank ac-
counts and we are getting
accounts opened through
post offices. Each day, we are
resolving issues pertaining to
three districts. Within a fort-
night, all beneficiaries will
receive money,” the minister

sence of Aadhaar seedinﬁ with to beneficiaries in August. As added.

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3A, Nov. 9, 2023
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Governance

Proportional representation could mitigate delimitation's effects

Until 2022, the Democrats effectively
had the same number of senators as the
Republicans, but Democratic senators
represented 56.5% of the country’s pop-
ulation—13 percentage points morethan
the population represented by the same
number of Republican parliamentarians
in xhe US Senate.
has

es for the fiscal position of states as well
Research in various countries, including
Japanandthe US hasconsistently shown
thatag rnumber of parliamentarians
perca associated withmore govern-
mentbenefits from the Centre. From this

ocrats) contest and win elections from
everystate, but India is far more cultural-
ly and politically diverse. South India, for
instance, is characterised by a completely
differentset of parties as compared tothe
North, where the Congress and BJP still
largely competein head-to-head contests.
In the Indian context, dellmnanon

new larger Lok Sabha after delimitation.
With Karnataka, the number of seats in
these southern states is projected to rise
from the current129to 143, an 11% rise.
In the 2019 national election, the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance (NDA) helmed
by the BJP won just 5 of these 101 seats.
ln contrast, the largest gainers under
itation would be the states of Uttar

a simple case of
also strengthens certain political p:
over others.

In order to be precise about this argu-
ment, it is useful to look at some num-
bers. Milan Vaishnav and Jamie Hintson
undermnk an analysls of the numerical

li ion from the

projections. Recently, the

perspective, d that es of d

a consi level of parl ians or 7!'\"‘

legislators per capita is seen as the most  government has stated that the number
equitable. of Lok Sabha seats will increase in pro-

In India too, political scientist Rikhil
Bhavnani hasargued thata greater num-
ber of legislators per capita is related to
economic development, but this relation-
shipis largely contingent on those legisla-
tors being in the governing coalition.

TheIndian case
Butwhocan bein the governing coalition,
andhowdoesitimpact fiscal support from
the Ccmlc for Indian state

the same s

In the US,
Republicans and Dem-

portion to the overall population increase
since 2011, which projects an increase in
Lok Sabha seats from 543 to about 753.
Using population projections for 2026
provided by Vaishnav and Hintson, and
thetargetnumber of 753 overall seats, we
can calculate the number of seats allotted
toeach state,

Iestimate that the states of Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Prades| gana and Kerala
wouldgo fromtheir current101 Lok Sabha

seatsto 107 seats (justa 6%increase)in the

Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Ra-
jasthan, whichwould gofrom their current
174 seats to 284 seats (a 63% increase) in
the new larger Lok Sabha. The NDA won
156 of these 174 seats, an impressive strike
rate of 90%, in the 2019 election. At these
strike rates, the NDA would receive 255
seats just from these 4 states after delim-
itation — much of the way to the new ma-
joritymark of 377 seats.

Since 2014, we have seen extraordi-
nary political and fiscal centralisation in
India. And the BJP openly campaig)
platform of‘double engine sarkar’inst;
elections—an explicit promise of political
patronage and party biasin fiscal transfers
fromthe Centre. The concerns around de-
limitation for the South are notjustabout
losing a few parliamentarians. Rather,
there is the very real possibility that the
factthat the South hasadifferent political
culture —along with better development

Source: Deccan Herald, p.2, Nov. 5, 2023

outcomes and lower fertility rates — than
the North, will result in the systematic loss
of fiscal support from the Centre.
Already we see the marginalisation of
prime ministerial aspirants who are not
from Hindi-speaking backgrounds. Even
the opposition coalition LN.D.L.A. has, at
various times, suggested Nitish Kumar,
Arvind Kejriwal or Rahul Gandhi as poten-
tial prime ministers. This Hindi-speaking
biasis sure to intensify after delimitation.
In fact, the biggest gainer under delimita-
tion would be the state of Uttar Pradesh,
growing from 80 seats today to 109 seats
(a 36% increase). Given that delimitation
will be b on the first Census conduct-
ed in 2026, itis plausible that the delayed
Census could be used to enforce anew Lok
Sabhaby 2029, and certainly by 2034. Itis
nosecre( !hatthls would be

For this reason, it is important to move
the question of delimitation from its ab-
stract theoretical principles to a more
careful consideration of its implications
forfiscal support from the Centreinthe In-
dian contextas well as the political leader-
ship of the country. There is no doubt that
delimitation will resultinareallocation of
par]mmcnmnans towards the more popu-

has built a strong base of support. It also
means that even if the BJP has to form a
coalition withregional actors (like those in
the South)in future elections, the relative
bargaining power of these regional actors
will be much lower due to the importance
of the large Hindi-speaking states to the
BJP.

Away forward?

A delimitation process cannot be wished
away; it is certain 0 lnpp«.n Wc mml
seek

to

d
The BJP's landslide victories in the last
two national elections are, in some part,
driven by the electoral system in India,
where the first-past-the-post electoral
system of choosing a single member of

spending and fiscal transfers need to
conform to a “federal means test” which
adheres to the principles of federalism.
In theory, the Rajya Sabha should be an
avenue for a federal means test like the
US Senate, but, in practice, the awkward
system for allocation of seats in the Rajya
Sabha blunts this purpose. Rajya Sabha
MPs are not directly elected by citizens
and their number is related to the state’s
population — not to mention that
eisnodomicile requirement for them.
The need for a federal means test has
already been recognised; this is why, for
instance, the GST Council only gives the
Centre one-third weight in voting out-
comes, with the remaining two-third
weight coming from representatives
selected by state governments. Similar

parliament from a constituency res in
a mismatch between vote share and seat
share. In particular, the BJP won 282 seats
(52% of seats) on a 31% vote sharein 2014,
and 303 seats (56%of seats) ona 37%vote
share in 2019. Moving to a proportional
representationsystem, where vote shares
and seat shares match, would almost cer-
tainly result in more diverse ruling coali-
tions with greater regional representation.

But electoral systems are hard to

o 3 3

or processes can be institut-
ed for certain fiscal transfers from the
Centre to attenuate the fiscal impacts of
delimitation.

Greater regional representation in fis-
cal decisions from the Centre would goa
long way towards achieving more equita-
bleoutcomes, and decrease the heatonan
increasingly contentious debate around
delimitation.

(T he. uu!hor is. b¢ nior Fc//nw Centre for

Step-motherly treatment
by Centre, says Siddaramaiah

‘PM unable to digest
successful roll-out of
guarantees’

—v

MYSURU, DHNS:

hief Minister Siddara-

maiah on Sundayalleged

that the union govern-
ment had been meting out
step-motherly treatment to
Karnataka.

Speaking tomediapersonsat
Mysuru airport, he said, “The
prime minister and the union
ministers are not giving time to
meet our ministers. Our minis-
ters had to return after waiting
for three days in Delhi. This

Centre and its step-motherly
treatment”.

“The prime minister is not
able to tolerate Congress com-
ingtopowerinthestate. Hence,
he has been neglecting the
droughtissue.lhaveinstructed
the district-incharge ministers
to assess the drought situation
in every taluk and submit a
report within November 15.
The compensation works have
started. The state government
has released Rs 900 crore ini-
tially, and later Rs 324 crore,”
Siddaramaiah said.

In all, the state has
suffered loss to the tune of Rs
33,000 crore due to drought
this year.

“As per the guidelines, we
have sought relief amounting
to Rs 17,900 crore from the
Centre. But not a single rupee

maiah said.

Siddaramaiah said he had
written aletter to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit shah in
thisregard.

‘Seek funds’
“Whatarethe BJPleadersdoing
herebytouring the state? If they
are really concerned about the
farmers, they should speak to
theunion ministersin Delhiand
urgethemtorelease funds”.
Commenting on Modi’s poll
guarantees, Siddaramaiah
said, “He has been criticising
the guarantees of the Congress
government. If he guarantees
something during the elections
to the five states, then it is for
the poor. If we do the same, it is
bankruptcy. Whatever he says,
we are always in favour of the

ki

shows the neﬁliﬁence of the has been releasedi” Siddara- Eoor ;

Source: Deccan Herald, p., Nov. 6, 2023
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7th pay panel’s term
extended till next Mar

BENGALURU, DHNS

he state government
I on Monday extended
the term of the 7th Pay
Commission till March 2024,
essentially buying more time
and fending off demands
from employees for an up-
gradedsalarystructure amid
a financial crunch due to the
implementation of the five
guarantees.

The 7th Pay Commission,
under former chief secretary
K Sudhakar Rao, is now ex-
pected to submit its report
to the government before
March 15, 2024, according
to an order issued by the Fi-
nance Department. Theterm
ofthe Commission wastoend
on November18.

The Commission was con-
stituted in November 2022
when the BJP was in power
and had six months to sub-

May this year, the term of the
Commission wasextended up
to November18.

The pay commission would
cover the salary prospects of
some six lakh employees.

The implementation
of 7th pay scale for state gov-
ernment employees would
lead to a steep increase in
salaries and pensions in the
coming years. Depending
on the fitment factor, the
financial implication of
the 7th pay scale would range
between Rs 12,000 crore and
Rs 18,000 crore for the first
year of implementation, ac-
cording to the Medium Term
Fiscal Plan. The Commission
hasP BRamamurthy (retired
IAS) and former Karnataka
State Audit And Accounts
Department principal direc-
tor Srikanth B Vanahalli as
members. IAS officer Hep-
hsiba Rani Korlapati is the

mit its recommendations. In member—secretaa.

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 4, Nov. 7, 2023
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Social Issues

Teaching Kannada in educational institutions remains a challenge

Private schools affiliated to Central boards (CBSE, CISCE) and following NCERT curriculum have not been teaching Kannada as the first or second language

Jayanth R.
BENGALURU

While the State is
celebrating 50 years of
being named Karnataka,
the implementation of
teaching Kannada as a
compulsory language
continues to be a
challenge. From legal
hurdles to reservations of
parents and schools, there
are obstacles galore for
Kannada to be taught as a
compulsory language in all
schools.

Amidst all this, the
Karnataka government is
ready to frame regulati

From legal hurdles to reservations from parents and schools, there

are obstacles galore for Kannada to be taught as a compulsory

language in all schools. FILE PHOTO

Thangadagi. “Our
committee has already
held three ings and

for the Kannada Language
Comprehensive
Development Act, 2022,
which was passed by both
Houses during the
previous BJP government’s
tenure. An expert
committee has been
constituted headed by
Kannada and Culture
Minister Shivaraj S.

discussed how to
formulate appropriate
regulations according to
the Act. The work of
drafting the rules is in
progress. After the rules
are finalised, we will
discuss with the Chief
Minister and appropriate
action will be taken to
implement it,” he told to

The Hindu.

What is in the new act?
Many of the provisions
that existed in the
Kannada Language
Learning Act, 2015, will
continue to apply in the
Kannada Language
Comprehensive
Development Act, 2022.
According to the 2015 Act,
“All students studying in
classes I'to X in all schools

in the State will learn
Kannada as first or second
language in a phased
manner.” Along with this,
provision for teaching the
Kannada language in
higher, technical and
professional education
and reservation in higher,
technical and professional
education for Kannada
medium students have
also been added in the
new Act. After a major
setback due to the
Supreme Court’s
judgement
against the
Language
Policy 1994, in
which either
the mother
tongue of the
student or Kannada
was made a compulsory
medium of instruction in
all primary schools in
2014, the State
government brought the
Kannada Language
Learning Act in 2015. This

Act came into effect from
the academic year 2016-17.
However, private schools
affiliated with the Central
boards (CBSE, CISCE) and
following NCERT
curriculum have not been
teaching Kannada as the
first or second language.

The government has
made provision to teach
Kannada as a second or
third language in the rules

of the Karnataka

Learning
Language Act
and the

@ || Educational
Institutions
(Issue of No
Objection
Certificate and
Control) Rules, 2022.
It is only a provisional rule
that these schools have
used to teach Kannada as
a third language.
Meanwhile, around 20
parents moved the High
Court and questioned

making of Kannada a
compulsory language from
classes I'to X even in
CBSE, CISCE schools in
August, 2023. V.P.
Niranjanaradhya, a
development educationist,
said negligence to teach
Kannada as a first or
second language in private
schools of the central
curriculum despite the
government order is
“inexcusable.” “They
misused the NOC rules
and are teaching Kannada
as a third language, which
is a violation of the Act.

Education (CBSE) has
allowed schools to offer
education in a regional
language from
pre-primary to class 12
recently. This initiative has
been taken in accordance
with the National
Education Policy (NEP).
Meanwhile, in 2015, the
State government
amended the Right to
Education Act-2009 (RTE)
and the Bill was passed in
both houses of the State
legislature to make either
the mother tongue of the
student or Kannada the

The ir ility of the
government and the
officials of the education
department has led to
this,” he said.

Ray of hope

Amidst of all these
developments, there is a
ray of hope. To promote
multilingual school
education, the Central
Board of Secondary

y medium of
instruction in all primary
schools. The Bill was
forwarded to the President
of India in 2017 with the
approval of the governor.
However, the Union
Ministry of Education,
which is supposed to send
this bill to the President of
India with a
recommendation, has not
taken any action so far.

Source: The Hindu, p.4, Nov. 7, 2023

(Caste census report races
Vokkaliga pushbac

Sangha’s resolution against
survey leaves CMin tight spot

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

iththe Vokkaligacom-
munity preparing to
flexitsmuscles against
thegovernment’splantoaccept
the caste census report, Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah could
run into a challenge from his
deputy D K Shivakumar, who
has emerged as the communi-
ty’sicon.
OnThursday, the Vokkaligara
Sangha hosteda brainstorming
meeting that was attended by

the community’sleadersacross
party lines. Shivakumar, the
deputy CM, has endorsed the
resolution adopted in the meet-
ingthatthe government should
reject the “unscientific” caste
census report. The Socio-Eco-
nomic Survey, popularly known
as the ‘caste census’, is likely to
be submitted to Siddaramaiah
this month or early December
bytheKarnatakaState Commis-
sion for Backward Classes.

It was Siddaramaiah who
commissioned the caste census

during his first term ata cost of
Rs 170 crore. It was the first
such exercise since 1931. At the
time, he argued that accurate
caste numbers would help the
government design welfare
programmes. The census was
carried out when H Kantharaj
headed the Commission.
However, the survey results
were not made public fearing
political backlash, especially
after some leaked findings
indicated that Lingayats and
Vokkaligas were not the domi-
nant castes, contrary to popu-
lar belief. “There are flaws in
the report,” Adichunchunagiri
Mutt pontiff Nirmalanandana-
thaSwamisaid. “The Kantharaj
report is already several years
old. Based on feedback during
visits across the state and our
own survey, we know that the

Source: Deccan Herald, p.3C, Nov. 4, 2023
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GPARAMESHWARA
Home Minister

‘ How long can we

keep these reports
(on caste census & inter-
nal quota for SCs) under
wraps? Public money was
spent on preparing both
reports. There are calls for
the reports to be tabled in
the Assembly.

survey is unscientific. The sur-
vey wasn't properly done,” he
said. “Such surveys happen
onceinadecade. Ifsuchanun-
scientific report becomes pub-
lic, thenit’ll deal abig blow toa
big community,” he said.
Vokkaligas, according to
the seer, account for 16% of the
state’s population. Even the
Lingayats, the other dominant

community, are not comfort-
able with the caste census.
Home Minister G Paramesh-
wara maintained that the re-
port should be made public.
He even said that the Justice
A J Sadashiva Commission’s
report on internal reservation
for SCs should be out. “How
long can we keep these reports
under wraps? Public money
was spent on preparing both
reports. There are calls for the
reports to be tabled in the As-
sembly,” he said.
Nirmalanandanatha Swami
also revived the demand for a
hike in the Vokkaliga reserva-
tion from 4% to 12%. “The pre-
vious government increased it
to 6%, which has been stayed
by the Supreme Court. The
stay must be vacated as soon as
possible,”hesaid.



Internal quota among Dalits: Govt
may not act beyond tabling report

A delicate matter that

backfired on previous BJP govt

BENGALURU, DHNS

point for the Congress,

Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah s facing pressure to act
on the Justice A J Sadashiva
Commission’s recommenda-
tion on internal reservation
among Dalits.

Thisisseenasadelicate mat-

Inwhat couldbeanew flash-

ous BJP government.

The demand to introduce
internal reservation is being
led by SC (Left) leaders of the
Congress. On Monday, Food
& Civil Supplies Minister K H
Muniyappa called for state-
wide protests.

The SC (Right), Lambanis
and Bhovis - touchable Dalits -
arenotinfavourofthe Sadashi-

fear thattheir prospectswould
be hit going by the “unscientif-
ic”report.

Given the sensitivity, it is
likely that the government will
stopattabling thereportinthe
legislature, sources said.

On Tuesday, Home Min-
ister G Parameshwara, an
SC (Right), said he had asked
Siddaramaiah to table the Sa-
dashiva Commission’sreportin
theupcoming Belagavi session
of the legislature. “There was
an SC/ST convention in Chitra-
durga where a 10-point decla-
ration was adopted, which in-
cluded tabling the report,” he
said, adding that everyone will
have to come on to the same

Social Welfare Minister Dr
H C Mahadevappa, also SC
(Right), said the government
will have to check legalities.
“It’s a decades-old agitation
and the Sadashiva Commis-
sion was appointed to protect
theinterests of SCs,” he said.

“But the previous govern-
ment rejected the report. Can
we revive a rejected report?
Also, the Supreme Court has
constituted a 7-judge bench to
hear the matter. So, thisneeds
discussion,”hesaid, urging the
untouchables to stay united.

The Sadashiva Commission
submitted its report in 2012. It
recommended internal reser-
vation of 6% for SC (Left), 5%

ables and 1% for other SCs.

Between 2013 and 2018, the
Siddaramaiah-led Congress
was accused of sitting on the
report angering the SC (Left)
whoargue that most of theres-
ervation benefits are taken by
the SC (Right).

Justbefore the 2023 Assem-
bly polls, the Basavaraj Bom-
mai-led government “rejected”
the Sadashiva Commissionre-
port. Using a different meth-
odology, it decided to recom-
mend totheunion government
internal reservation of 6% for
SC (Left), 5.5% for SC (Right),
4.5% for touchables and 1% for
others, which led to protests
by Lambanis, who feared that

ter that backfired on the Brevi- va Commission’s reRort. Thez page. for SC sRiﬁhth 3% for touch- thex would lose out.
Source: Deccan Herald, p. 5, Nov. 8, 2023

56



Makeit public, say Dalits; Veerashaiva meet for binning it

Rival camps set to
dig in heels over
caste census report

BENGALURU, DHNS

etting the stage for a con-

frontation, federations

representing Dalits, trib-
alsand other backward classes
(OBC) on Wednesday demand-
ed that the findings of a caste
census, keptunderwrapsamid
opposition from the dominant
Vokkaliga and Lingayat com-
munities, be made public.

Last week, Vokkaliga lead-
ers, including Deputy CM D K
Shivakumar, held a meeting
where aresolution was passed
urging the government to “re-
ject” the caste census.

On Thursday, a meeting of
the All India Veerashaiva Ma-
hasabha is expected to take a
similarstand while pressing for
afresh survey.

After Bihar chose torelease
its caste census data, trigger-
ing a political earthquake,
pressure is mounting on Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah to re-
lease the findings of a similar
Socio-Economic Survey he
commissioned during his first
term in office. The survey was
doneatacostofRs170 crore.

However, itsresultshave not
beenmade publicfearing polit-
ical backlash, especially after
someleaked findingsindicated
that Vokkaligas and Lingayats
were not the dominant castes,
contrary to popular belief.

The Karnataka State Com-
mission for Backward Classes
is expected to submit it to the
CM this month.

Accusingthe Vokkaligasand
Lingayats of trying to block

H Last week,

/ Vokka

including DyCM
D K Shivakumar,
pass resolution

rejection of caste

CM Siddaramaiah had com

overreport

After Bihar released caste
census data, pressure on
CM Siddaramaiah to release
findings of survey

® Karnataka
State Commis-
sion for Back-
ward Classes
isexpected to
submit report to
Siddaramaiah
this month

ligaleaders,

demanding
census

missioned a Socio-Economic

Survey during his first term in office but the results have
not been made public fearing political backlash

the caste census from coming
out, leaders of the Karnataka
State Backward Castes
Federation and the Karnataka
Marginalised Communities
Federation threatened hold
agitations.

“We are not insisting on
implementing it. But the gov-
ernment must receive it and
layitin the Assembly for a dis-
cussion,” Yennegere Venkara-
maiah, convener of the back-
ward castes federation, said.

“Some leaders from dom-
inant communities, who are
also a part of the government,
are trying to stop the report
from coming out. Weareready
for a conflict. This Congress
government came to power
because of the support from
marginalised communities,”

K M Ramachandrappa from
themarginalised communities’
federation said.

“Power and wealth are
controlled by two dominant
communities. Thisis why they
are opposing the report which
will provide a clear picture on
caste-wise population and de-
tails on their educational, so-
cialand economic status. That
will putan endtoall confusion,”
Ramachandrappa said.

The Mahasabha, which rep-
resents Lingayats, is likely to
seek an Aadhaar-based sur-
vey. “We have no trust in the
report. A resolution is expect-
ed seeking a fresh survey,” a
source said.

Leaders cutting across
party lines are expected at the
Mahasabha meeting.

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 1, Nov. 9, 2023
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Adikavi Pampa

mention has been made
in Kavirajamarga, the
ninth century Kannada
work of poetics about
the many ‘tongues’ of
Kannada, which were
‘numerous enough to
put the many headed
Vasuki to despair’, One of the un-
stated objectives of the work was to
formulate the features of astandard
literary-poetic dialect, which would
eschew the excesses and impropri-
eties of language use. Thoughin
listing up the poetic errors, Kavira-
Jjamarga stays close to the Sanskrit
models, in the examples it cites it
refers toa number of non-standard
dialectal uses which testify to the
presence of the many dialects of
Kannada, so graphically described in
the metaphor.

Itisalso evident that the writer of
the work was aware of the hierar-
chisation among the many dialects
of Kannada and the recognition of
one as the prestige dialect. He iden-
tifies this as the ‘learned Kannada’
spoken around the geographical
area surrounding Koppana (today's
Koppal) and Okunda and Kisuvolalu
(near today’s Badami-Pattadakallu).
Interestingly, these areas are part
of today’s north Karnataka and
were historically associated with
the so-called Kannada royal
dynasties of the past.

‘Chaste’ Kannada
Pampa, the 10th-century
poet known as Adikavi (the
first poet, arch poet), also re-
fers to the same geographical
area as the home of chaste
P Kannada. Itis clear that the

o dialectical boundaries of
the prestige dialect, which
was also the literary dialect
of mainstream Kannada
literature, were well-marked
by the time the first great
literary works were written

by the turn of the first

millennium.

Astudy of the stone

inscriptions of the time also
supports the view that the prestige
dialect had been accorded the place
of standard dialect too. There are

k ial similarities by the

literary works and the inscriptions
in terms of the standard dialect
used. Scholars have also established

This was true of the ‘legalese’ too.
These features have survived even
today despite the heavy bureaucrat-
ic efforts made by the Karnataka
government to create glossaries of
official Kannada. The official and

Badami in Bagalkot district, historically associated with the Kannada dynasties of the past. PHOTO BY SRIKUMAR MMENON

extreme dialectal diversity across
the various regions.

Even during the halcyon days of
Unification and the Renaissance
of Kannada literature, the official
register used in the Bombay
Presid area d tobean

legal registers of Kannada c
todisplay a very heavy legacy of
Persian and Marathi administrative
pasts.

Dialectal diversity

These facts support the surmise that
while a prestige-standard literary
dialect emerged in Kannada as early
as 9th century AD, it is doubtful
whether a standard dialect for offi-
cial communication evolved at all.
Records of the colonial period show

the fact that many of the well-known
poets also doubled as scribes of the
inscriptions, which also accounts
for the standard use of language.
However, it would be extremely
difficult to establish evidence for the
use of the standard dialect in official
administration throughout various
historical periods.

The major difficulty is the shifting
of the boundaries and the constant
change of the ruling dynasties which
came from different linguistic back-
grounds. The situation later became
very complicated with the arrival of
the Muslim dynasties and the con-
quest of many areas by the Mara-
thi-speaking rulers. This meant that
the language of administration was
atleast partly Persian and Marathi
and most importantly created an ‘of-
ficialese,' which had an overdose of
official jargon with words of Persian
and Marathi origin.
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Kavirajamarga manuscript.
DHPHOTO

extraordinary mixture of dialectal
Kannada and Marathi jargon. The
matter was also complicated by the
non-standardisation of spelling and
printing fonts for a long time.

In fact, a number of missionary
scholars and colonial administrator-
scholars participated in a lively
debate on reforming the Kannada
alphabetitself, which is not
phonemic. Interestingly this debate
continues even till today.

Halmidiinscription, the
oldest-known Kannada inscription.
DHPHOTOBY BHSHIVAKUMAR

The search for a standard
Kannadadialect

Rajendra Chennitraces the evolution of the various dialectal forms of
Kannadain the state

Cultural politics

With the onset of the Navodaya,
the educated dialect of the Mysore
region became the standard
Kannada dialect and this had much
to do with the cultural politics
associated with the Unification
Movement. However, it was in the
coastal region around Mangalore
that the Christian missionaries
established the first Kannada

press and published the first
Kannada journal (though there

is some dispute about the latter).
The spoken language of everyday
communication in the coastal region
is Tulu and the region has always
been a classic case of ‘diaglossia’.

Despite a rich folk tradition,
until recently, Tulu did not have a
literary tradition and a script of its
own. Kannada seems to have been
the language of the literati - even
the spoken Kannada dialect of the
region is closer to the written form
of the standard Kannada dialect;
perhaps because in this region it
was predominantly used for formal
and literary communication. It is
also possible that the missionaries
had to depend heavily on the written
form of Kannada for their work
of translation of the biblical and
religious texts.

All these factors seemed to have
contributed to the fact that the
dialect and the register used in the
journals and magazines published
from Mangalore were in the literary
Kannada dialect in contrast to
the journals published from the
Bombay presidency area. It was only
when the centre of gravity shifted
to the Mysore region and when the
native middle-class elite was able to

blish its cultural hegy y that
the dialect spoken in the Mysore re-
gion firmly and authoritatively took
its position as the standard modern
Kannada dialect.

(Excerpts taken from H
‘State Matters: Kannada
Sub-Nationalism and State
Formation' by Rajendra
Chenni, published by Manipal
Universal Press)

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 13, Nov. 9, 2023
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After Vokkaligara Sangha,
Veerashaiva Mahasabha too
demands fresh caste census

Survey is eight years old and riddled with errors, says Congress MLA Shamanur Shivashankarappa

The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU
hortly after Vokkalig-
Sara Sangha, the All
India  Veerashaiva

Mahasabha has also taken
objection to the Socio-Eco-
nomic and Education Sur-
vey, popularly called caste
census, and demanded
that the State government
not accept its report. The
Veerashaiva body has de-
manded that the entire ex-
ercise be redone.

The survey was con-
ducted in 2015 during the
previous tenure of the
Congress.

These demands come
even as Chairman of Kar-
nataka State Commission
for Backward Classes K.
Jayaprakash Hegde has
said he would submit the
report before his tenure
ends on November 26, and

Shamanur Shivashankarappa

the Congress has been bat-
ting for a nation-wide caste
census. Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah also recently
said that his government
was committed to accept-
ing the caste census
report.

Shamanur Shivashanka-
rappa, senior-most Con-
gress legislator and presi-
dent of the mahasabha,
issued a statement on
Thursday saying the caste
census report was not “ex-

Source: The Hindu, p. 9, Nov. 10, 2023
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haustive” and said to be
“riddled with errors.”
“There are several com-
plaints that the enumera-
tors of this survey did not
visit many households,
which has reportedly led
to undercount of the com-
munity. The survey is eight
years old and riddled with
errors. So we demand that
the survey be conducted
again in a transparent way,
using the latest technology,
enumerating every house-
hold,” the statement said.

Vokkaliga meeting

Vokkaligara Sangha and
prominent Vokkaliga seer
Nirmalanandanatha Swa-
mi had also recently taken
a similar stand, arguing
there was a reported un-
dercount of Vokkaligas and
demanded that the govern-
ment reject the survey re-
port and reconduct the

caste census.

Vokkaligas and Veerash-
aiva-Lingayats, the two do-
minant land-owning com-
munities who claim to be
among the largest com-
munities of the State nu-
merically, have reportedly
been found in the caste
census to be fewer in num-
bers than assumed. The
census reportedly shows
Dalit communities and
Muslims to the largest in
the State. The land-owning
communities fear the
changed caste arithmetic
will lead to diminishing
their hold over State
politics.

However, the report has
not been made public offi-
cially, though parts of it
were leaked earlier. Pre-
sently, all claims on the
findings of the survey are
in the realm of specula-
tion.

Back to Contents




If commuters know that a bus always reaches on time at a particular stop on a route every day, there is a reliability boost, even if the frequency of buse

Rasheed Kappan

BENGALURU
s solving Bengaluru’s
congestion crisis an
intractable  puzzle,
tougher  than  rocket

science? Not really. Every
sustainable mobility exp-
ert will point at one clear
solution, screaming out for
attention and financial out-
reach: Bengaluru Metro-
politan Transport Corpora-
tion (BMTC) buses. Double
their numbers, make them
reliable, comfortable, ac-
cessible, and watch a dra-
matic decongestion.

Now, for any govern-
ment genuinely keen on re-
solving the issue, this
should be a low-hanging
fruit. For years, multiple
governments were told
how to tackle the public
transport problem smartly
with technology, multi-
agency coordination and
focused funding. The latest
is a research booklet
centred on BMTC planning
and operations, developed
by the Indian Institute of
Science’s Centre for Infras-
tructure, Sustainable Tran-
sportation and Urban Plan-
ning (CiSTUP).

Reliability

A key finding by the CiS-
TUP team is reliability. 1f
commuters know that a
bus always reaches on time
at a particular stop on a
route every day, there is a
reliability boost. Even if
the frequency of BMTC
buses is low on that route,
ridership of that “predicta-
ble” bus will increase.

This is precisely what
the research team means
when it states: “On medi-
um to high-frequency
routes, BMTC will gain
more ridership and pas-
senger kilometres by in-
creasing service reliability
than increasing service fre-
quency.” The team now
wants to devise a method

5 LRER
Alarge number
to forecast bus ridership
changes with improve-
ments in last-mile connec-
tivity, price changes, metro
expansion and pricing of
other commute modes.

The BMTC, as its Manag-
ing Director Sathyavathi G.
put it, might have tied up
with TISc to devise imple-
mentable solutions. But
the big task is to follow
through. As mobility acti-
vist Sathya Sankaran asks,
“How is BMTC implement-
ing the findings in different
routes? Take each of the
suggestions and imple-
ment them on one chosen
route.

For instance, the re-
search says the Bus Priori-
ty Lane has led to a 4-28%
improvement. So make it

work.

If the BMTC app is not
performing well as the stu-
dy indicates, think about

Urban Affairs

Reliability key to making public
transportion a success, says study

making it better.”

Open data, innovate

He says there is a lot of ca-
pacity in research institu-
tions such as CiSTUP to
take BMTC to the next well.
“But, in the last decade,
the BMTC has not innovat-
ed much. They tried an
app, but it could have been
done in so many different
ways. They could have al-
lowed many others inter-
ested in building that app,
giving their data to be
used. Even now, their data
is closed and is shared only
with these institutions,” he
explains.

“Unlike politicians and
bureaucrats, the power of
the bus is well understood
by the scientific communi-
ty. Capital investment and
infrastructure needs for
buses are minimal. Bus
routes can be dynamically

of women working in garment units wait to travel on BMTC buses at Muthurayanagar cross bus stop

Metro or suburban
trains cannot be
successful without
the bus playing a
and last-mile solution

adjusted based on de-
mand, and overall return
on investment is consider-
ably higher for bus than
any other form of mass
transport,” notes Srinivas
Alavilli, Fellow, World Re-
sources Institute (WRI)
India.

However, he points out,
“There is a stigma attached
to buses in our society. It is
seen as a poor person’s
transport and not meant
for those who ‘made it’ in
life. Changing perceptions
about buses is critical for
saving our cities from col-
lapsing under their own
weight as the number of

Source: The Hindu, p.7, Nov. 7, 2023
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on Mysuru Road.

personal vehicles is ex-
ploding year after year.”

Metro or suburban
trains cannot be successful
without the bus playing a
vital role as a first and last-
mile solution.

“Thanks to the stupen-
dous success of the Shakti
scheme, the Karnataka go-
vernment is finally ack-
nowledging the need for
more buses and staff.
BMTC must (consider all
these recommendations by
CiSTUP) modernise their
operations, open up data
to enable innovation and
integrate with other modes
of transport and engage ci-
tizens in a constructive
manner,” Srinivas says.

Metro can coexist

A debatable finding of the
CiSTUP report is this: “Bus
routes with high overlap
with metro lines lose riders

to metro.” The question is
not about the solution of-
fered, that “feeder services
and routes with some over-
lap with Metro lines can
help both BMTC and Me-
tro.” The key issues are af-
fordability and access, as
Shaheen Shasa from the
Bengaluru Bus Prayanikara
Vedike points out.

“There are two things
with the metro,” she ex-
plains. “One, the metro is
more expensive than the
bus. Second, for short-dis-
tance trips, it is also too
much of an effort to get in-
to and out of the Metro sys-
tem and walk a long way to
the platform. It is not as
simple as walking to the
bus stop. Metro is not go-
ing to be a solution for
everyone.”

Shaheen’s point is this:
“Even on routes where the
metro and the BMTC coex-

s low on that route, s

ist, there is still a case to
continue the bus service
routes. There is a diffe-
rence in the people using it
both in terms of social stra-
taand travel distance. Both
need to be continued, they

aresearch finding

issue highlighted by the
CiSTUP report. This occurs
when two or more buses,
originally scheduled with
proper headway, end up
running on the same route
imul ly. This hap-

don't overlap or substitute
each other.”

Last-mile options
Connecting the last mile
from home/workplace to
the bus stop is a critical is-
sue, irrespective of the
commuter’s social strata.
The report highlights this
point as well. But Shaheen
offers another perspective:
“Many walk to cover the
last mile. If it is too much,
they are also forced to take
the auto. So even if they
can't afford it, they have to
spend as they have to get to
work or school.”

No city-wide compre-
hensive study has been
conducted to understand
how widespread the pro-
blem is.

“But generally, it is an
across-the-board issue. Pe-
ople have to walk for 2-3
km, particularly in many
areas in the periphery. The
problem is there even in in-
ner areas such as L.B. Shas-
tri Nagar, Kasavanahalli,
Jail Road on the Sarjapur
Roadside,” she says.

The last-mile issue only
gets worse in areas that
branch out of the Outer
Ring Road (ORR). BMTC
has adequate service along
the road, but it thins out
considerably farther away.
There is a clear data gap on
how patchy the services
are. “BMTC does not have
a full-scale feeder concept
right now. Only a detailed
study can tell whether it
should go for a hub-and-
spoke model, a trunk feed-
er network or a mix of
these in different areas.
The sampling has to repre-
sent all parts of the city
served by BMTC.”

Bus bunching is another

pens typically due to one
bus being unable to adhere
to its schedule. “This un-
certainty in transit time
leads to delayed arrivals at
stops, longer passenger
wait times and overcrowd-
ed buses,” the report
states.

To address this issue,
bus-holding is the most
commonly adopted meth-
odology. Under this meth-
od, the arrival of buses at
control points is delayed.
The duration of the bus
wait is regulated based on
the position of other buses
and current traffic condi-
tions. The CiSTUP team
used recurrent neural net-
works to boost the accura-
cy of Estimated Time of Ar-
rival (ETA) predictions of
the buses.

The team’s experiments
on BMTC route 276 showed
that the application of Ma-
chine Learning (ML) meth-
ods enhances ETA predic-
tions, and bus-holding can
prove effective in reducing
bus-bunching.

Pilot programme

To scale up, CiSTUP has
proposed to conduct com-
prehensive  pilot  pro-
grammes on a single route
for several weeks to quanti-
fy the benefits and investi-
gate their impact on rider-
ship. Sathya Sankaran
reiterates  that BMTC
should give them the bus
to see ridership patterns.
“How else will you inno-
vate if you don’t partici-
pate? They should be tell-
ing, take the route and
show us how it is done.
The routes should be avail-
able for experimentation.
Across the world, that is
how it works,” he says.



Metro impact: 50% riders
use BMTC for max 4km

BUS UTILITY FACES STAFF CHALLENGE

Suchith.Kidiyoor
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: There wasan as-
sumption that Bengalureans
use buses operated by Banga-
lore Metropolitan Transport
Corporation (BMTC) for
long-distance travel as it still
remains the city’s largest
public transport carrier. But
a recent analysis by the cor-
poration indicates that more
than 50% of the passengers
use buses to travel just 4km,
while 80% travel 10km or less.

Officials say the expan-
sion of Namma Metro net-
work in the city isinfluencing

TRAVEL PATTERNS

the travel pattern of citizens.
Incidentally, after the entire
Purple Line from Challag-
hatta to Kadugodi (Whitefi-
eld) became operational, the
average distance travelled in
Namma Metro is close to
13km and the average ticket
price purchased is Rs 35. Be-
fore the opening of the entire
line, the average travel dis-
tance was10km.

Vishwanath KR, chief
traffic manager (operations)
of BMTC, said, “As the Metro
is operationalizing new stret-
ches, people are relying on it
for long-distance travel and
using city buses for short-
distance travel. Considering
the trend, we too are chang-
ingthe operations of our ser-
vices. We're augmenting ser-
vices that run parallel to
Metro corridors. Focus is on
running feeder services so
that both public transports
complement each other. We-
're also exploring the feasibi-

One of the big
challenges that

BMTC is facing is
shortage of bus crew.
During pre-Covid times,
the corporation had
33,292 employees; now
it is down to 29,457.
Delay in recruitment

of bus crew for years
has impacted the
optimum utilization

LA\
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IN SYNC: An off cnal says the focus ison '
running feeder services so that BMTC &

of the bus fleet. Namma Metro complement each other
Rece"t'{v the S:zte PASSENGERS ON BMTC RIDE
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new employees. 1 |5 253

Though the corporation | 2 |10 /6.

has a fleet size0f 6,500 | 3 |15 |—13.3

buses, it is running 4 |20 |—

schedules of 5,600 5 |20 |4

buses. Once new 6 120 _ 51

drivers and conductors :

are recruited, BMTC 7_[20 43

wouldbeabletorunat | 8 [25 26

least 6,200 buses. The 9 |25 m18

transport utility plans 10 [25 W14

to run at least 300 11 |25 hl 3

buses as Metro feeders.

Source: BMTC

lity of running buses on new
routes and on routes that ne-
ed more schedules.”

The stage-wise (a stage is
roughly a distance of 2km)
passenger count indicates
that 25.3% pay Rs 5 to travel a
distance of up to 2km, while
26.1% pay Rs 10 to travel up to
4km. It costs Rs 15 to travel up
to 6km and 13.3% of passeng-
ers do so. BMTC operates bu-
ses from stage 2 to stage 36
(2km to 72 km). The fare rang-
esfrom Rs5to Rs30.

“Our analysis indicates
that close to 90% of our pas-
sengers travel a maximum
distance of 14kmby payingRs

Source: Time of India, p.2, Nov. 7, 2023
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20 ticket fare. The proportion
of people buying tickets pri-
ced beyond Rs 25 is about
10%,” said the official.

Asked whether increased
Metroridershipiseating into
BMTC’s business, the official
said there has been no signifi-
cant impact. He said city bu-
ses carry 43 lakh passengers
daily, including bus pass-hol-
ders,and thereisascopetoin-
crease ridership by augmen-
ting resources. Namma Met-
ro has an operational net-
work of 73km and its daily
ridership has crossed the 7.5-
lakh mark after the entire
Purple Line was opened.



Govt order gives go-ahead for
BWSSB to use 24 tmc ft for B'luru

Waterhody getsb
tmc ft of unutilised
quota from Cauvery

—v

NEW DELHI, DHNS

he government has is-
I sued an official order di-
recting Bengaluru Water
Supply and Sewerage Board
to utilise a total of 24 tmc ft
of Cauvery water annually to
meet drinking water needs of
Bengaluru and surrounding
areas, Deputy Chief Minister
D K Shivakumar said here on
Wednesday.

In 2018, the Supreme Court,
which modified the Cauvery
Water Dispute Tribunal final
award, allocated a total 33 tmc
ft of water to Karnataka for
drinking water purposes, in-
cluding anadditional 4.75 tmc
ft for Bengaluru city.

Out of 33 tmc ft, it was con-
sidered that Bengaluru and

surrounding areas would
require 24 tmc feet of water
annually.

At present, only 18 tmc ft of
waterisbeing utilised annually
for Bengaluru city by BWSSB,
Shivakumar told reporters
here.

The Water Resources de-
partment, on Tuesday, issued
an order allocating the unuti-
lised 6 tmc ft of water from
Cauvery basin to BWSSB.

With this, BWSSB can utilise
24 tmc ft to provide drinking
water to Bengaluru city.

The BWSSB should take
steps to create infrastructure
to utilise the entire 24 tmc ft,
he said.

Shivakumar, who also holds
water resources portfolio, held
ameeting with the state’slegal
teamin Delhi.

“Water should be made
available tosurrounding areas,
including Anekal, Harohalli
and Bengaluru North,” he said.

When asked if TN would
raise objections to the use of 24
tmc ft for Bengaluru, he said,

“Drinking wateris our first pri-

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 3, Nov. 9, 2023
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ority. Why should we give up
ourright? We are following the
2018 Supreme Court order.”
When asked about his reac-
tion to TN’s proposal for link-
ing rivers, he said Karnataka
will not comment on it unless
concrete proposals are made.

BACHELOR OF AYURVEDIC
MEDICINE AND SURGERY

NEW REGISTRATION
OPEN IN KARNATAKA

e CHANCE TO BECOME
A DOCTOR IN AYURVEDA

e ONLINE STRAY VACENCY ROUND
FOR ADMISSION TO UG-AYUSH
(AYURVEDA DOCTOR)

© BAMS ADMISSION NEET ELIGIBLE
ICI?QEII\DATES CAN REGISTRATER

WEBSITE: hitps://cetonline.
karnataka.gov.in/kea/

Registration open till
10-11-2023 UP TO 2 PM
For more details, contact

CAVERY AYURVEDA
MEDICAL COLLEGE, MYSORE

9538825060, 9611911052




In the pipeline: A 287-km rail
network encircling Bengaluru

EXPANDING NETWORK, TOWN BY TOWN

Suchith.Kidiyoor
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: If everything
goes as planned by South
Western Railway (SWR), a
287-km-long circular rail net-
work will come up on the out-
skirts of the Karnataka capi-
tal. The project is expected to
ensure robust local train
services, reduce pressure on
existing rail networks and
complement Bengaluru Sub-
urban Rail Project (BSRP)
and Namma Metro.

SWR general manager San-
jeev Kishore told
TOI that based
on SWR's pro-
posal, the minis-
try of railways
has given consent
for conducting
the Final Loca-
tion Survey (FLS)
for the double-

line circular rail GREEN SIGNAL FOR SURVEY

such as bridges and others.

The SWR maintains that
the proposed network will pro-
vide comfortable and econom-
ic train services that will com-
plement the suburban rail
network as well as Metro rail
system of the city.

“The network links impor-
tant town points such as De-
vanahalli located close to Kem-
pegowda International Air-
port, Heelalige, which is near
various industrial areas and
satellite towns such as Dodda-
ballapur, Hoskote and others.
The network will ease satura-
tion on the exist-
ing network.

By operating
Memu/Demu
trains on this
i network, theload
on the existing
sl rail networks
% which handle
long-distance
trains can be re-

network.

The proposed network
around Bengaluru city con-
nects Nidvanda, Doddabal-
lapur, Devanahalli, Malur,
Heelalige, Solur and Nidvan-
da with an aim to augment
Bengaluru’s rail capacity and
decongest bottlenecks in its
existing railway network,
keeping in mind future re-
quirements, Kishore said.

The Rs 7.2-crore FLS will
be done to survey the align-
ment, mapping of stations
including yard plans, termi-
nal facilities, land require-
ments and civil structures

duced. People liv-
ing in satellite towns and com-
muting daily to Bengaluru will
benefit from the circular net-
work,” said an SWR official.

The official said dedi-
cated trains will be operated
in both directions on the
entire 287-km line.

Giving an example of how
the proposed network helps,
the official said: “The move-
ment of trains from Salem
line towards Msyuru line and
vice-versa is to be done via
the busy Byappanahalli- Ben-
galuru Cantonment-Bengal-
uru city section. Due to se-

By operating
Memu/Demu
trains on this

network, the load on
existing rail networks

can belreduced. | b
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vere congestion experienced
within the city, trains (includ-
ing express trains) are de-
tained for want of a path. In
the existing arrangement,
goods trains can be moved
only during late-night hours,
when the passenger services
are lean. This creates a situ-
ation, where goods trains are

Source: Time of India, p.7, Nov. 9, 2023
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forced to be regulated outside
the city area, wasting the loco
hours and utilisation of ex-
cess crew. To overcome this,
it is proposed to connect Hej-
jala with Heelalige through a
peripheral line.”

In the city limits, the line
capacity utilisation goes up to
110% during peak hours. The

KRIDE (Rail Infrastructure
Development Company (Kar-
nataka) Limited) is imple-
menting 148 suburban rail
networks and Bangalore
Metro Rail Corporation Lim-
ited (BMRCL) has plans to
operationalise Namma Metro
of 175km by 2025 and expand
it to 314km by 2040.



Focus on metro phases,
fast-track them

ne more hurdle in the rolling out of Bengaluru’s
()much-delayed metro rail project has now been
cleared with the finance department granting per-
mission to start pre-construction work on two lines. With
this, the Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Limited (BM-
RCL) will be able to commence work on land acquisition
and shifting of utilities. Since obtaining various statutory
clearances from the Centre is a time-consuming process,
BMRCL had similarly sought pre-approval for two lines
under Phase 2 from Silk Board to K R Pura and from KR
Pura to Kempegowda International Airport. According to
BMRCL, Phase 3A will link Hebbal to JP Nagar III Phase
and Hosahalli to Kadabagere covering, in all, 43 km. Phase
3Bwilllink Sarjapurto Hebbal,a distance of 36 km. BMRCL
generally requires more than two years to complete works
such as taking possession of the land, shifting utilities, and
seekingapprovalsto cuttrees. Now, with the finance depart-
ment’sapproval, theseactivitiescanbeginimmediately even
without the Centre’s sanction, thus saving crucial time.
Compared to other metro rail projects in the country,
Bengaluru’s has been losing time. The foundation stone
for Namma Metro was laid in June 2006 and Phase I be-
cameoperationalin2011. Bengaluru

currently has an operational line of
less than 74 km. While Delhi Met- There should
ro, construction on which beganin BT [l [1]{3

delaysin

1998, has more than 217 km of route
length, Chennai (54 km), Mumbai o
(47 km), Ahmedabad (38 km),allof BOILILTLE
which started later thaq Bengalu- and under-
ru, seem to be proceeding faster. :
Several factors have led to Namma [REL{UTAT[EE
Metrowork proceeding slower than
desired. This includes defaults by
contractors and, in some instances, poor planning. For
instance, Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently inaugu-
ratedastretch between KR Puraand Whitefield, but thelink
connecting K R Pura to Bayappanahalli was missing at the
time. Thus, commuterstravellingon the Purple Line had to
alightat Bayappanahalliand takeafeederbusto KR Purato
resumetheirjourneyto whitefield. Whileitmaybe harsh to
repeat the often expressed view that Namma Metro seems
tolack acommonsensical approach, it may be necessary to
fixaccountability on BMRCL officials for certain failures.
While at times the BMRCL has functioned without a full-
time Managing Director, its current head Anjum Parvez
alsoholds concurrent charge as Commissionerin the Rural
Development and Panchayat Raj department. The head of
Namma Metro must be allowed to focus fully on the metro
projectand deliveritontime. Unlesseach phaseofthe metro
is completed on time, it will lose its utility even when com-
plete as people would have resorted to buying new vehicles

in theinterim.
|

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 6, Nov. 9, 2023

64



A leap in connectivity, but challenges remain

AirportCity

As Bengaluru's metro network completes 12 years of operation, Darshan Devaiah B.P. takes

an overview of the project’s journey, highlighting the successes and issues faced by BMRCL
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amratha Upadhya started her career as
a business analyst at a private IT firm
near Trinity Circle in 2011. Presently,
she is Assistant Vice President-Risk and
Compliance with the same company. Through-
out her 12-year career, she has consistently tra-
velled from Baiyappanahalli to Trinity Circle of-
fice on the Namma Metro. Her career milestone,
she says, coincides with the 12th anniversary of
the metro’s launch in the city, and she has an
emotional connection with the rail network.
“I'have been using it for the past 12 years. Itisa
lifeline for thousands of commuters like me. See-
ing the entire Purple Line open is fulfilling.
Though there have been multiple delays, seam-
less east-west connectivity is a significant
achievement for the metro authority and Benga-
lureans,” she said.

Increase in ridership

The average daily passenger ridership of the Yel-
low Line when it started in 2011 was 25,401. It's
now 6,01,432. The opening of the entire stretch
has resulted in not only an increased number of
passengers but also a reduction in traffic volume
along the metro stretch-
es, especially by 12% to
14% on Old Madras
Road.

The Namma Metro
project envisioned al-
most two decades be-
fore its launch, marked
asignificant leap in Ben-
galuru’s transport in-
frastructure. It was on
October 20, 2011, that
the first stretch (Reach 1
between Baiyappana-
halli and M.G. Road) was
opened.

On the 12th anniversary of Namma Metro last
month, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurat-
ed the entire 43.49 km stretch of the Purple Line
from Challaghatta in the west to Whitefield in the
east. Today, it's India’s second-longest operation-
al network, covering 73.81 km, after the Delhi Me-
tro. It's also South India’s first underground me-
tro network.

A BMRCL official told The Hindu, “When the
metro work began, many people protested
against tree cutting. However, they are now
among the metro commuters. As the city ex-
pands, we require vital infrastructure like the
metro for seamless connectivity, benefiting all
commuters.”

Completed and ongoing projects

Phase 1 of the project is complete, spanning over
42.3 km with 40 stations. It has two corridors:
East-West (Purple Line) of 18.1 km and 17 stations,

and North-South (Green Line) of 24.2 km with 24

o

o8

When the
metro work
began. many
people
protested
against tree
cutting.
However,
they are now
among the
metro
commuters.
As the city
expands, we
require vital
infrastructure
like the metro
for scamless
connectivity,
benefiting all
commuters.

BMRCL
OFFICIAL

stations. Both intersect at Nadaprabhu Kempe-
gowda station (Majestic), an underground inter-
change station. Phase 1 was commissioned in
stages from 2011, and the entire project was ded-
icated to the nation in June 2017.

In Phase 2, an eastern extension of 15.81 km
with 13 stations, a western extension of 9.58 km
with seven stations, and a southern extension of
6.12 km with five stations have been opened to
the public. With this, the total operational length
is74

Ongpm metro projects — the northern exten-
sion of 3.14 km with three stations and the new
Reach 5 line (R.V. Road - Bommanahalli - Yellow
Line), with a length of 19.15 km and 15 stations ~
are slated to be commissioned by April 2024. Al-
50, the new line Reach 6 (Kalena Agrahara to Na-
gawara - Pink Line), covering 21.26 km with 17
stations, is scheduled for commissioning by
March 2025, according to B.L. Yashavanth Cha-
van, Chief Public Relations Officer of BMRCL.

“The complete Phase 2 spans 75.06 km with 61
stations (49 elevated and 12 underground). With
the completion of Phase 2 by 2025, the cumula-
tive operational network will reach 117 km,” he
added.

Phase 2A and 2B, the Outer Ring Road (ORR) -
Airport Metro corridor, will cover 58.19 km with
30 stations. It is expected to be completed by
June 2026, expanding the city’s operational me-
tro network to 176 km.

Delays and missed deadlines

However, there have been numerous delays and
unmet deadlines, which have inconvenienced
the public for several years. Srinivas Alavilli, a
public transport advocate in Bengaluru, said
Namma Metro had misplaced its priorities. Con-
structing flyovers in places like Electronics City

Source: The Hindu, p. 4, Nov. 10, 2023
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Urban Infrastructure Development and Finance
Corporation, and bong

“Phase 2 of the projec! is estimated to cost
30,695 crore, with a nearly similar pattern of go-
vernment I‘undmg, and the remaining funding
through senior debts from AFD, EIB (the Euro-
pean Investment Bank), AlIB (Asian Infrastruc-
ture Investment Bank), and JICA, as pass-through
assistance. Phase 2A and 2B, the ORR-Airport Me-
tro corridor, is estimated to cost ¥14,788. The
funding pattern is nearly similar. A part from the
governments, and the remaining from senior
debts from JICA and ADB as pass-through assis-
tance,” Mr. Chavan explained.

Last-mile connectivity issues
While the metro has now become the first choice
of commute for lakhs of people, the first and last-
mile connectivity remains a major issue. Experts
say it’s important to resolve this to realise the full
potential of the metro network.

In ion with the World In-

or the airport road before the metro rail raises
questions, he said. According to , Metro con-
struction should have been prioritised in these
are:

as.

BMRCL officials attributed the delays to chal-
lenges in getting land from private individuals,
the Forest Department, etc. An official told The
Hindu, “PIL petitions filed against the BMRCL re-
garding felling of trees have also slowed our
work.”

Expansion plans of metro
The Karnataka government has approved the
construction of 317 km of metro lines under the
Comprehensive Mobility Plan by 2031. A Detailed
Project Report for Phase 3, covering 45 km at an
estimated cost of 15,611 crore, has been submit-
ted to the Government of India for approval. “A
DPR for Phase 3A, from Sarjapura to Hebbal,
spanning 37 km, is also under preparation. Feas-
ibility studies will be undertaken for the remain-
ing 60 km in due course,” Mr. Chavan said.
Phase 3 comprises two elevated corridors —
one from J.P. Nagar 4th Phase to Kempapura
along the Outer Ring Road (covering 12.5 km) and
another from Hosahalli to E

stitute, the Bangalore Political Action Committee
initiated the #Personal2Public campaign to dis-
courage people from taking their personal vehi-
cles. As part of this, the Bengaluru Metropolitan
Transport Corporation introduced feeder bus
services to connect prominent tech corridors,
such as the one on Outer Ring Road, with metro
stations. Supplementing the services of apps like
Uber, Ola, Rapido, and Namma Yatri is the Metro
Mitra app, a collaborative initiative between the
BMRCL and the Autorickshaw Drivers Union to
address the last-mile connectivity problem.

Overcrowding of metro coaches

With the metro network expanding, another pro-
blem is the overcrowding of the six-coach trains.
During peak hours, long queues at metro stations
and commuters unable to board the crowded
coaches have become a common sight. This is
despite trains running at three-minute intervals
during peak hours.

Metro train service frequency on the White-
field (Kadugodi) - Pattandur Agrahara section is
10 minutes, and on the Pattandur Agrahara - My-
suru Road section is five minutes. During morn-
mg peak hours, the frequency on the Nadaprab-

Maga-
di Road (spanning 32.15 km). This will include 31
stations, and the deadline is 2028.

Cost incurred

According to BMRCL, Phase 1 was constructed at
a cost of 14,133.17 crore. With contributions of
the Union and the State governments as equity
and subordinate debts, nearly 45% of the amount
is through senior debts from the Japan Interna-
tional Co-operation Agency (JICA), French agen-
cy Agence Francaise De Development (AFD) as
pass-through assistance and also from Housing
and Urban Development Corporation, Karnataka

Station - Majestic - M.G. Road
secuon is three minutes, and between Mysuru
Road and Challaghatta is 10 minutes. Commuters
want the frequency to be increased.

BMRCL officials said the frequency can be in-
creased only after they get new coaches. Current-
ly, BMRCL operates a total of 57 trains, with 33
serving the Purple Line and 24 allocated to the
Green Line. A BMRCL official said, “The frequen-
cy of trains will be increased according to de-
mand, and efficient crowd management strate-
gies will be implemented at the stations. The
primary solution to reduce overcrowding is to
add more train coaches.”



24 TMC water allocation for city
hindered by BWSSB delays

Officials concede B'luru
is under-prepared
A 4

SNEHA RAMESH
BENGALURU, DHNS

he state government’s or-
Tder to ensure 24 TMC of

water to Bengaluru has
comeasarelieftoresidentswho
wereworried about the drinking
water supply given the drought
situation the state is facing.
However, Bengaluru might not
be able to make complete use of
this allocation since the Banga-
lore Water Supply and Sewer-
age Board (BWSSB) has been
dragging its feet on improving
the water supplyinfrastructure.

Atpresent, the infrastructure
setupbythe BWSSB enables the
citytoutilise only closeto19TMC
a year. Senior BWSSB officials
revealed to DH that the city was
under-prepared to puttousethe
complete allocation.

“Wewill have to come up with
new projects to upgrade infra-
structure and use the additional
share of water available to us,”
the official said.

The Board’s major project in
recentyears—the Cauvery Stage
Vproject, takenuptoquench the
thirst of the 110 villages in the
city’s periphery would enable

B

very Stage V
project

The Cauvery Stage V
project was expected to
provide an additional 775
MLD of water. The project
was approved backin 2016.
It hasbeen delayed by over a
year. The delayis attribut-
ed to pandemic-induced
lockdowns and adminis-
trative issues. According to
officials, 85% of the project
work is complete.The water
supply from the projectis
planned to start by Febru-
aryor March 2024.

775 MLD. However, the project
has hit multiple roadblocks and
hasbeen delayed by over a year.
“Thereisanadditional alloca-
tion of water specifically for 110
villages. However, we have not
been able to utilise it since the
projecthasnotbeen completed,”
yetanother official said.
Though the project was ap-
proved back in 2016, the resi-
dents of these villages are left

that the groundwater levels in
the city have plunged owing to
the poorrains,the BWSSB’s fail-
ure to utilise its allocation to the
best has irked the citizens who
now have to depend on water
tankers. “The government may
have promised to reserve water
forthe city. Butthatwillnotreach
anyof our housessincethe BWS-
SBhas failed to keep up with the
deadlines. They have been prom-
ising one dateafter the other but
none of them have helped,” said
Kochu Sankar, president, Trin-
ity Enclave Residents’ Welfare
Associationin North Bengaluru.

Senior BWSSB officials at-
tributed the delaytothe pandem-
ic-induced lockdowns and a few
administrative hiccups.

“Owingtothe pandemic, there
was a severe labour crunch and
lack of industrial oxygen. Hence,
we had to approve two exten-
sions to the project date. Later,
we had to change the alignment
ofamajor pipeline near Kanaka-
pura, and the approval from the
National Highways Authority of
India (NHAI) delayed the pro-
cess,”a BWSSB official said.

According to the official, 85%
ofthe work on the projectis now
complete and they plan to start
the water supply by February or
March 2024.

Given that water supply proj-
ects are time-consuming and
labour-intensive, the citizens
opined that the BWSSB should

the cig to receive an additional waiting even to this dax. Given havealong-termBlan fortheci;rx.
Source: Deccan Herald, p. 2, Nov. 10, 2023
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Special team formed to crack down on digging of illegal borewells

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
Minor Irrigation Ministry
has formed a special team
to prevent the digging of
illegal borewells in the
city. According to an order
passed by the Director of
Groundwater Directorate,
the special team will work
under the leadership of G
Jayanna, Deputy Director

torate and H M Nagaraj, a
senior geologist with the
department.

The team has been di-
rected to conduct random
checks and surprise raids to
crack down on illegal bore-
wells in the city. Additional-
ly, the department has also
sought support from the
Bangalore Water Supply

SB) to keep a check on the
illegal borewells coming up
in the city.

Given that the poor mon-
soons have pushed down
the groundwater levels, the
needto preventthe exploita-
tion of groundwater using
illegal borewells has gained
significance. “Ithasbecome
imperative to stopdigging of

in Bangalore Urban District
inordertostop thedepletion
of groundwater table,” Min-
ister for Minor Irrigation, N
S Boseraju said.

Following the complaints
by the Whitefield ward com-
mittee, the ministry had re-
cently asked the Groundwa-
ter Directoratetoinvestigate
the complaints and submit

at the Groundwater Direc- _and Sewerage Board (BWS-__illegal borewells, especially _areporttothe department.

Source: Deccan Herald, p. 2, Nov. 10, 2023
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