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Objectives

The present study wastaken up to identify the NGOsinvolved in Non-Formal Environmental
Education and to make acase study of some of themin Bangalore Digtrict (urban). Thisstudy mainly
amed at

» identifying theNGOsin Banga ore Digtrict (urban) working towardsNFEE
» studying thefunctioning of the NGOs selected for the study (case study)

v

studying the effectiveness of the NGOsin promoting NFEE
» studyingtheNGOs' linkagewith school education to promote EE
> identifying the problemsfaced by limitationsof NGOsin promoting NFEE

M ethodology

The study has employed the normative survey method involving descriptive analysisand case
study with multiplecasereplication design. Thelist of NGOsin BangdoreDigtrict (Urban) wasprepared
by referring to websites, directories and organisations. The NGOsworking towards NFEE were
short-listed after screening the thrust areas and objectives of thelisted NGOs. Twenty-two NGOs
wereidentified asthose working on EE, and their profileswere prepared. Out of these, threewere
selected (ATREE, ECOWATCH and Y MCA) for the case study. Themgjor findings of thestudy are
presented below:

Findingsand I mplications

Typology of NGOs

All the22 NGOsidentified inthestudy aregrass-rootsorganisations (NGDOs) working on NFEE,
out of whichfive— CEE, MYRADA, PARINITI, TERI, and WWF— work asnetwork NGOstoo.
Of them, only twelve arefound working exclusvely on EE inthedirection of promoting environmental
awareness, knowledge among the public, and environment conservation, whereasthe other ten have
EE aspart of their development programmes. Thisimplied that only one per cent of the NGOsin
Bangd oredistrict areworking towards EE. Hence, concernfor EE among NGOsisvery limited.

Functioning of NGOs

Thefunctioning and effectiveness of the NGOsin promoting NFEE has been studied with respect
tother objectivesregarding EE; target groups, programmes; follow-up activities; funding; linkagewith
schools; limitationsof NGOs.



Objectives
Perusal of the agendaof NGOsindicated that their objectivesregarding NFEE are not clearly
spelt out, and al the objectives expected of NFEE have not been considered by them. Thisinference

holdsalsointhe case of three NGOs considered for the case study. It isimplied that NGOsdo not
haveclarity intheir objectivesregarding EE.

Thrust Areas

Most of the NGOs havefocused on * water conservation and treatment’ . It isinteresting to note
that ‘ water conservation programmes’ aregiven priority in addition to eco-development, biodiversity
conservation, and educational programmes by the case study NGOstoo. Thisimplied that NGOs
concernsregarding environmental issuesreflect the national/global concernsabout environment.

Target groups

Most of the NGOs havetargeted students, teachers, youth, professionals, public and women for
their programmes; only afew concentrated on certain categorieslike farmers, womenfolk and rural
folk. Itisfound from the case study too that the NGOs have targeted mainly studentsand teachers;
public/rural folk to someextent. Itisinferred that the environmental message can reach wider sections
of the population only if the NGOstarget awide cross-section of the population.

Funding

All the NGOsdepend on sl f-generated funds, bes des sponsorshipsfrom certain agencies. Funding
was reported to beinadequate and mobilisation of fundsthe most difficult task for the NGOs,

Effectivenessof the Programmes

Whilethekey informantsof al the case study NGOsclaimed that the NGOsand their programmes
are effectiveto the extent of 75—90 per cent, the participants, teachers and students reported that
many programmesare 50— 75 per cent effective and someare 75-90 per cent effective. Itisconcluded
that the programmes of the NGOs are 50—75 per cent effective. Further, most of the participants,
public, teachersand students, got knowledge of, awarenessand sensitivity to theenvironment and its
problems; some devel oped the required sensitivity to work towards environment conservation and
devel op an eco-friendly attitude. Theleast number of studentsachieved the skill of sustainable use of
theenvironment. Thus, athough some NGOs have considerationin providing for al the objectives,
they have not proved effectivein achieving them. It isinferred that NGOs' attempt at devel oping
environmental knowledge, awarenessand sensitivity isappreciable, whereaseffortsat developing and
monitoring theskillsfor environment protectionaremargind.

Linkagewith schools

Only 50 per cent of the NGOsidentified in the study have established linkages with schools.
Devel oping such linkageswith school sisarecent phenomenon. Theschoolswithwhichthelinkageis
established by the case study NGOsare not many.



ProblemsFaced/L imitations

Themost common problemsfaced by al theNGOsidentified are:

1.

3.

Fundsfrom Government areinadequate and fraught with inordinate delay. Mobilising funds
from different sourcesisdifficult, and information on proceduresregarding funding is not
avalable

Itispossibleto havefollow-up in developmental programmes, but not in the case of EE
programmes. Cross-sectiond follow-upispossiblein somecases, but not longitudinal follow-
up.

Itisvery difficult to motivate the participants.

Suggestionsfor | mprovement

Thefollowing suggestions have been madeto enable the NGOsto be more active and effective:
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Increasethe outreach programmes.

Build up networking with other NGOsand locd ingtitutions.
Sustained hard work with greater cons stency and commitment.
Get like-minded peopl €/organi sationsto work with the NGO.
Accommodate more resource personsand manpower (volunteers).

Get morefundsfrom Government and other agencies.

Further, NGOs should have clarity of objectivesand approaches concerning EE, conduct more
action-oriented programmeswith outdoor activities, have upward linkage with other agenciesfor
funding, and widen thereach of the programmes.



