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CHAPTER I - ' ... -~-"'---" ........ 

Th~ problem of coping with Bnd moderating yield 

uncertainty in agriculture 15 of no l~ss importance 

Extrema instability in agricul-

ture destabiliS6S oth~r sectors too. and can impede 

Qvsn ov?rall growth J"ate. Crop failurps have th8 

direct 'ffRct of rpducing tho 9mploym-nt and ~ncom~s 

of those 3ngag~d 1n cultivation like farm:rs and 

labour2~sl and also rGducing th~ availability of food-

grains to consum-rs and of raw mat: rials to indust~y. 

both ths:' ~,ffccts C3US3 significant human miSG.l'y and 

could aff~ct thp d:vclopm.:nt of the r(gions concerned 

and th', 8conomy at larg.:. 

For a long timp agricultu~~l policy was concerned 

morp wi~h d~v~loping t~chnologi~s lik? soil canserva-

tion to stabilisE output and coping with drought than 

with stepping up growth rates in yields. Th2 major 

source of increase in Indien agricultu~al production 

was incr~ase in area. Even th~ ext~nsion of ir~igation 

SF. sm ~o hav? b8~n valued mOXG fo~ their prot~ctiv2 role 

than for yield increasing role. Th0 break camE in the 

mid-sixti~s with th3 introduction of high yielding 
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va~i8ti~s (HYVs), whon a distinct shift took in agri­

cultural policy to prornot? g~owth of agricultwr3 

through st~pping up yi~lds. The limits of ~xtpnsion 

of Ei.~6a unde.t' cultivation as a SOU.t'C8 of growth we.l'e 

being r~ached and increase in yield p8,t' hectDre 

:1 c qui l'O d 3 c.t' U c i 31 .l.' 0 1 ';:' • For 60m2 timQ things S6smed 

qui t e .t: 0 s y • The; 1972-73 dT.'ouclht OJV2 ~ rud'" shock ,Jnd 
" -

8V~~ the fluctu~tions in agricultural production in the 

5:.JbsGqu i",nt p'l.'iod m:ld2 us rco;J..isG that the p.l..'oblem of 

instability was no longgr a thing of the past. Haths.l' 

it ocql!i.l:~:d a n:;'.·' context. E2.·,:1i,;1: th8 p.l.'oblccm of 

u nee l' t a i n t y 0 r ins t c; b iIi t yin i.J CJ .' i c u 1 t Ut? was a t t .d -

butid m.'Jinly to climatic f .... cto.l'S j n;,'J/ it s~:m(;d that 

'c h' way in Iii hie h thE' 9 t' 0\0) tho f Cl g1.: i c u 1 t ul,'e was be in g 

achi3v~d al~c could cont.t'ibut~ to instability. 

Co v : n b - f 0 l'L H Y V s m '] eil.; ani m pac t, th r 9 L' ow the 0 n t c:; x t 

had b ecom',O relevant as shown by ~ R Scn in his pionBe~-

W o.1.'k • 
1 

H~ not Dilly indicat~d a positiv~ associw-

tion b,~tw:,'n growtlhl and insbbility in ag.dcultur8 but 

--_ ..... _------_._-
1. S Ii 5~:n, "Gl'Dwth and Instability in Indian Agricultul.'<.", 

Prcsidcn~ial Add~2SS at the Indi~n Society of Agricul­
tu.!.'",l 5tatis·cics, JarlUiJ.l:y 1967, It/al ta=-r, R.:p.t'oduccd in 
his boo h f:2-:c;:v;_i_~_~r..9.~J IIp...:i.§.bi.:b.i- t.lL __ ~ n .I.n fI.i.fJ.'l-,.,b.9 .o:~ u 1 t l)!2,. 
Fit'ma K L r"1u:<hapadhyoy, C-dcuttE),191"f. 
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also nttribut,d thp high'~r instubility dUl:ing th- p~~iod 

1951-66 t,:! r;xt;)nsion of ar::-:s und';.l.' cultivEition to m:J.l'gin31 

13nds mainly through which ~h2 g~owth in p~oduction was 

, . d :: c n~ c: v;" .. Th': pl.:oblr:;m pos·:d by him ::bout instability in 

tr~:~ cr:;"t.:xt of gl'owth h",s stimul:1-c d fUt:th;'l' studi;-s, 

w~ich ,'n sh')ll r v~:w in -ch:; n:.x-;; chaptcl.'. ',le may, 

imp~ ss~~n h35 t"c-ntly d~vJlapud ~ccD~ding to which 

inso~'1bilit.Y in Indi:=:n 3g.l'icultut,., h,lS inc.t'8used p'J,l:ti-

cul:'ll:1y oft?l' the HYVs wert' inil.'oduc:'!d und yields were 

St3PPPC up. This ns~ds to bp inv=stig-ted t~king into 

account th: cxp~~ienc~ of diff:jr~nt S~3tes ~s w~ll as 

t~-t of th~ country as a whol~. 

This m:ant that tho prob13m of instability and 

d.1.';:,ug!-ltptl.;n~ Elt'eas; ThHl".' ,'I?.T:i? unc.::.et:d.nties a~out tha 

o~tcom' af the a~option of HYVs Even in th~ non-drought-

p,'one, 81:'85 and th9i~' PiJssibl'~ irllp2ct on the growth 

P '0 C,'. 35 • 

intl:oduction of HYVs alsQ led to r81ativ~ negl lct of 

droughtpron: a~.~s. As Jcdha h~s put i~: 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































