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Th= problem of coping wiih and modevaiing yield
uncevtainty in aguiculturz is of nc less importance
than that of growth. Extrzms instabilily in agrvicul -
tuve destabilises oth=zr sesctors too, and can impede
avan ovarall growth rate, CLrop failures have the
divect =ffrct of veducing thg amploym-nt and incom=as
of thosz =zngagaed in cultivation like favm-vs and
labouvevsy and zalsg roducing the availability of food-
grains to consum~rs and of vaw matsvials to industry,.
toth th s: =ffocets csusz significant human miscyry and
could affsct the d-ovilopmiont of {hce rogions concerncd

anc th. =conomy at largZe.

For a long time agrvicultural peolicy was concerned
move with develeping tachnologirs likz soil conserva-
tion to stabilise output and coping with drought than
with stepping up growth rates in yields, The major
source of incvease in Indisn agriculturval pruvoduction
was incyrase in avea. ELven the axtonsion of ivvigation
se~m -o have bexn valued morxe fovr theiv protzctive vole
than fov yicld incveasing rolsz. Tha bregak came in tha

mid-sixtizs with thz intvoduction of high yislding

LA



vavriz

Lo

ti~s (HYVs), when a distinct shift took in agri-

cultural policy to promotz growth of agriculturs
through st=2pping up yirlds,

The limits of =zxtrnsion
of axrea under cultivation as a source of growth werve
Bcing wreached and increase in yield per hectarve

acguived 3 crucial rotw,
gquite vosy. Ths:
evan =

1972=-73

Y]

For somsz timc things scemed
drougnt gave

T ruds

ne fluctustions in agricultur2l production in the
subseguent prriod made

shock and
instability was no longev
it acgunirzd

=]
1

us realise that the problem of
z thing of thes past, RHathar
a N2w context. Eewvlisvr the probloem of
uncervtainty or instability in ageiculture was attyri-

butrd mainly to climatic factorsj amw 1t s~omed

L

that
ch* way in which the growth of agvicultuxre was being
achi=vcd alesc could contributy

tc instability.

Evi.n b-fore HYVs made an impact, the growth contoxt
had becom= vslavant as shown by 5 R 5on in his pionser-
, 1

ing woxrk, Hc

i v

not onily indicatod

1.

positive associu-
tion botwmeon growth and instability in agricul ture but

turael Statistics,

his books Growih _and ln:

January 1967, Waltair,
Firms K L Mukhaopadhysy, C=lcutta,

P

S H Scn, "Growth and Instability an Indian Agricultun.',
Pr-sidential Acddyoss at the Indisn Socisty of Agricul-~

Roproduccd in
ftability in Indign Agriculturs,
T977,




also attribut.d the higher ins%ubility duwring th- prriod
1951-68 to axitonsion of arca undsx cultivation to mirginal
lands mainly through which thz growth in production was
achicvedy  The problem pos<d by him zbout instability in
tho centixt of growth has stimulat d furthotv studi-s,
which w2 shall r» virw in th: nuxi chaptecr. Wo may,
how:v-w, nmot: 2t this stag~ thet 2 widely pr-valecnt

impv s=io2n has vocently devolopoed ccecewding to which
inst2bility in Indizn agriculituv: hus incrveased parti-
culavriy aftzr the HYVs werz intrpduced and yislds were
stzpped up. This nseds top be invesiig-ted toking into
account th: expmvience of diffe:vant S7ates as well as

thk~%t of thr country as a wholn,

This mzant that the problzm of instability and
hance uncsrtainty n=2ed no longryv be =2xclusive to
drughtptene arsas. Thave wave ungsarizinties avout tha
outcams of the acoption eof HYVs sven in thz non-~drought-
pione ax-as and thzir possible impect on the grawth
proce3s. Furthaemors the growth-orizntrd stvatagius
whish conc-ntratsd en bett~v mnoowsd arveas for th-

introduction of HYVs alsa led to velative necgloct of

droughtprons az.as. As Jodha has put it
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I. Uncertcinty Comporsations

1. Crop Insurance, Agricul*ur-l Stabilisation Tax

Expenditure Schame (ASTE),

2. Crop Loon Insurancc, Institutionz2l Crodit Support,
3. Drought or Famine Relinf Works including hurval

Works Programmz and Empl syment Guarontae schome.

4. Increasing Buffiv Sincks and Price Stabilisation

Schem-s with support pvizes,

5, Subsidising inputs in thz event of a khavif season
decught to ~nablz fazrmgrs to undertak- rabi season

cul*tivation,

6. Rursl Imdustrialisstion; diversification cf ruv -l

cconomy to previde altvnative souvces of inceme.

II., Uncouvtainty Prevonticn ov Medhvaticn:

1. Providing protsctive ixvigatien ,nd cvalving

bottzr w=tcvshocd managemont proctices,.

2. Supporting plant breeding rescarch to evolve new

drought tolcrant varictiis,

3. Bpoooie waoricties of crops where yiclds are negatively
» ‘ - i

(or wcokly) covralated, and help ervop divavsificoation

thrcugh such vhirictiaS.,
















































































