














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































" HARA; BARDOI. HARlSCHANDI. 

the bones (hd,) thus collected; but more probably fl'om having lost 
(/ulra) Asi. " There are nineteen eponyous clans, of which Colonel 
Tad gives a list.1 

HardoL-A sub-caste of Banyas who take theil" name from the 
district of tha.t name. 

Distribution of Ha1'aoi Banya8 according to the Census 1891. 
---

DISTRICTS. Number. DISTBICTS. Number. 

FarTnkhabad. 4 Lucknow 3 

Shahjahanpur 874 8itapur 4,220 

Pilihbit 16 HA.l'doi 2.145 

Cawnpur • 2 Kheri • 3,923 

TOTAL 11,187 

Harischandi.-A Vaishnava sect who take their name from the 
celebrated Raja Haris Chandra, whose legend is thus told by Prof. 
Dowson :2_" He was the twenty .. eighth King of the Solar race and 
son of Trisankn. He was celebl'a ted for his piety and j nstice. 

There a.re sevel-a.llegends about him. The Aitareya Brahmana tells 
the story of his purchasing Sunahsephas to be offered up as a 
vicarious sacrifice for rus own son. The Mah<1bharata relates that 
he was raised to the heaven of Indra for his performance of the 
ltajasuya sacrifice and for his unbounded liberality. The Markan­
deya Porana expands the story at considerable length. One day 
while Haris Chandra was hunting he heard female lamentations, 
which proceeded from the Sciences, who were being mastered by the 
austere1y fervid sage Viswamitra, and were crying out in alarm at 
his superiority. Haris Chandra, as defender of the distressed, went 
to the rescue, but Viswamitra was so provoked by his interference, 
that the Sciences instantly perished, and Haris Chandra was 
reduced to a state of thc most abject helplessness. Viswamitra 
demanded the sacrificial gift due to him as a Brahman, and the 
King of£ercd him whatever he might choose to ask-gold, his own 
BOD, wife, life, kingdom, good fortune, whatever was dearest. 
Viswamitl'a stripped him of wealth and kingdom, leaving him 

1 Buchanan, Eastern India, 11,461 : Tod, Annals, II, 426. 
2 Dictionary, s. 11. 
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nothing but a garment of bark and his wife and son. In a state of 

destitution he left his kingdom, and Viswamitra struck Saibya, the 

queen, with his staff to hasten her reluctant departure. To escape 
from his oppressor he proceeded to the holy city of Benares, but the 
relentless sage was waiting for him and demanded the completion of 

the gift. "'~ith hitter grief wife and child were sold, and there 
remained only himself. Dharma, the god of justice, appeared in 

the form of a hideous and offensive Chanchlla and offered to buy 
him. Notwithstanding the cxiJe's repugn~ncc and horror, Viswa­

mitl'a insisted upon the sale, and Haris Chandra was carried off 

bound, beaten, confused, and afHicted, to the abode of the ChandaJa. 

He was sent by his master to steal clothes from the graves in a 

cemetelY. In this horrid place and degrading work he spent 

twelve months. His wife then came to the cemetery to pel'form 

the obsequies of her son, who had died from the bite of a 
serpent. They l'ecognised each other, and Haris Chandra and his 
wife resolved to die npon the funeral pyre of their son, though he 
hesitated to take away his own 1ife without the Jeave of his master. 

Mter all was prepared he gave himself up to meditation of ·Vishnu. 

The gods then arrived headed. by Dharma and accompanied by 
Viswamitra. Dharma entreated him to refrain from his intention, 
and Indra informed him that he, his wife, and son had conquered 
heav-en by their good works. Haris Chandra declared that he could 

not go to heaven without the permission of his master the Chanda..la. 
When this difficulty was removed, Hal'ischandra objected to go to 

heaven ,vithout his faithful subjects. This request wa~ granted by 
Indra, and after \Tis~vamitra had inaugurated Rohitaswa, the king's 

son, to be his successor, IIaris Chandra, his friends and followers, 
aU ascended in company to heaven. There he was induced by 
the sage Narada to boast of his merits, and this led to his ex­
pulsion from heaven. As he was falling, he repented of his faults 

and was forgiven. His downward course was arrested, and he and 
his followers dwell in an aerial city, whichJ according to popular 

belief, is still occasionally visible in mid air.'" 
2. The Hal'ischandi Faqlrs follow the principles which Haris 

Chandra taught his Dam master during the period of his servitude. 

Most of them are Doms, and they are found in small numbers in 

these Provinces. They appeal' to adopt merely a belief in Vishnu 

as the Creator of the universe. 



DARJALA. 493 RAYOBANS, HAIHOBANS. 

Harjala.1-A small tribe round only in Sltapul' and Kheri. 
According to their own account of themselves they were once Gual 

Ahirs, and after the capture of the fort of Chi thor they were obliged 
to wandel' away in the disguise of J ogis and other beggars. As 
they used to assume all sort of disguises they were called 

Harcholiya (har, "evel'Y, n cltola, "body"), which was afterwards 
corrupted into Harjala. Another story represents the word to be 
derived from the fact that they will drink water from anyone's 
hand, (ha,., "every;" jat a water "'), They are divided into tlu'ee 

exogamous sections-Bahraiehi, Khaira,badi, and Lakhnawi, which 
take their names from their places of residence, Bahraich, Khairabad, 

and Lucknow. The Census Returns add Baranikali, B rem puri, 
(possibly a corruption of Ibrahlmpuri), Gualbans, and Lodh, the last 
two of which would connect them in some way with Abil'S and 
Lodhas. They are all IIindus. Their occupation is begging in the 
disguise of Jogis and other regular mendicants. They sing a 
special song known as Sarwan, which is said to be originally a 
lament for the Rishi Sarwan who was accidentally shot by Raja 
Dasal'atha as he was taking his blind father and mother slung 
in a basket over his shoulders to a place ot pilgrimage. The legend 
has been localised at a place called Sar\van, in Pargana Mauranwan, 
of the U na,o District. !a Some of them keep buffaloes and sell 
ghi j othel's cultivate and live by cutting grass and day labour. 

Distribution of the 11arjalas according 10 the Cen8US of 1891 .. 

DISTRIOTS. 

Sitapur • 

Kheri 

TOTAL 

= 

Number. 

38 

208 

246 

Hayobans, Haihobans {said to be dCl'i,ed from haJla.vansiJ, 

"the race of the horse ").-A Rajpnt sept found in the BaHia dis­
trict. They are of the Lunar race and in the highest rank among the 

1 Baseu on information received through LieuteIWlt .. Colonel W. Pa Ha.rrison, 
Deputy Commissioner, Kheri. 

2 Elliott, Chrofl,icles. 5. fq .. 
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tribes of the District. According to Sir H. M. Elliott :-" Mahes­
wati, the cap,ital of the Lunar Rajputs, in the Narbada val1ey, was 
founded by Sahesra ArjunaJ of the Hihya or Hayobans race. Their 
dynasty for fifty·two generations was established at Ratanpur, in 
the Central Provinces. The last of the dynasty, Raja Ragnath 
Sinh, died about one hundred and ten years ago. The Hayobans of 
EaHia claim descent from the Ratanpur kings. Chandra Got, a 
cadet of this house, is said to have, in 850. A.D _, migrated north­
wards and settled at l\fanjha, on the Ganges, now included in the 
Sal'an District, and waged successful war with the aborginal 
Cheros. After nearly a couple of hundred years his descenuants 
left Manjha and settled south of the Ganges at Bihiya, where they 
l'emained f01' five centuries and subdued the Cheros. l

) In or about 

1528 A.D. the Raja Bhopat Deva, 01' perhaps one of his sons, 
violated l\1aheni, a Brahman woman of the house of the Purohit 
or family priest of the I-Iayobans clan. She burnt herself to death, 
and in dying imprecated the most fearful curses on the Hayobans 
race. Aftel' this tragedy the clan left Bihiya., and passeu beyond 
the Ganges to the Ballia Pargana, where for a time they were 
located at Gae Ghat, and finally settled at Haldi, from which the 
Hayobans Raja now takes his title. The tomb of lVlaheni, under a 
J/tpat tree close to the Railway at Bihiya, is still visited by women 
of every caste, who come in numbers either to invoke her as a 
deified being or to offer oblations in commemoration of her. None 
of them dares to enter Bihiya, which contains the remains of their 
ancestors' fort. They are more swarthy than most Rajputs, and 
Mr. Carnegy suggests that they may have been originally a Tamil 

l'ace. 51 

2. These people may possibly be connected with the Haihya of 
the PUl'anik lists. We read tha.t they with the J alajanghas, 
descendants of Yadu, conquered King Bahu or Bahuka and were 
£nally destroyed by Sagal'a, 3 A tribe of Haihayas:still exists in 
the va.lley of Sahajpur, who, according to Colonel Tad, are "aware 
of their ancient 1ineage, and though few in numbers, are still eela­
bl'ated for theil' valour/J' Professor Wilson suggested their 
connection with the Ilia, Hoiei-ke, Hoieiha, and similarly denomi-

1 Supplem&ntary Glossary, s.,,_ 
'2 Oldham, GhdsipUf Memo •• I, 55, sq. 
1 Wilson, Vishnu Purina, 873, sq. 
" AnnaZs of Raja. than. I. 41 .. 
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nated Hun or Turk Tribes, who ma.ke a figure in Chinese History. 
"At the same time it is to be observed that these tribes do not 
make their appearance until some centuries after the Christian era, 
and the scene of their first exploits is far from the frontier of India: 
the coincidence of appellation may therefore be mel-ely accidental. 
In the word Itaya, which propel-Iy means' a horse, ' it is not impos .. 
sible that we have confirmatory evidence of the Scythian origin of 
the IIaihyas. J'1 

Hijra, Mukhannas.-The class of eunuchs. In spite of the 
operations of the Criminal Tribes Act (XXVII of 1871) these 
people are stiil found in considerable numbers throughout the 
Province; but under the rigid supervision to which they are now 
exposed their numbers are gradually decreasing. Formerly when 
a deformed boy was born in a family the Hijras of the neighbour­
hood used to beset the parents and endeavour to obtain possession of 
him. This practice has now, of course, ceased. Hijiras divide 
t.he country into beats for the purposes of begging, and none of 
them ventures to trespass in the beat of another. Most of them 
wear a sort of female dress, and, as nearly all of them are l\tfuham­
ma.dans) they call them8elves by l\'lusalman names such as Bal'i 
Begam, Chhoti Begam, etc, They go about and attend marriage 
feasts and other ceremonies. They play on the drum (dhol) and 
cymbals (mf1lljtra). Their death customs are the same ali those.of 
the low castes in their neighbourhood. The Census Returns show 
that they have a considerable number of women dependent on 
them. 

Z. The Census Returns give as sections of the so- called IIijra 
caste some of purely l"Iuhammadan origin, as Bani Hashim, Khwaja, 
Khwaja Sarai, Khwajazad, Pathan, and Shaikh, with others of 
Hindu origin as Gangadtmi and Tilokbans. 

lJilJe,ibution of Hij"as according to the Oenllll& of 1891. 
- - ---. .- .... 

HINDUS. MUHAMMADANS. 

DISTBICTS. TO'rAL. 

Ma.les. Fema.les. Ma.les. Females. 

SahAre.n pur . • . . .. . .. 115 105 220 

M n zaffama gar . . . .. , ... 21 12 33 

1 Loc. cit •• 418. 'fl. 
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Distribution of Hijra., according to eke Cen.u. of 1891-eontd. 
-

HINDUS. MUHAMMADANS. 

DISTRICTS. TOTAL. 

Males. Females. ~rale8. Females. 

Meerut · • · · ... ... 24 2 26 

Bula.ndshahr · · -.. ... 4- 4 8 

Aligarh · • • · I •• ... D ., . 5 

Matbura • .. · · •• I ... 7 ... 7 

Agra • • · · 1 ... 18 . .. 19 

FarrukhabAd · · · . .. . .. 12 .... 12 

Mainpuri · · · · ". ... 6 . .- 6 

Etawah · .. · · .. , ... 10 ... 10 

Etah • · · · ... ... 11 '" 11 

Bndaun I · · · ... .,, 25 10 35 

~loradllbAd · · ,., ... 11 ... 11 

ShAhja.hAnpur - .. · II, •• I 8 7 15 

l)ilibhit · • · · ... ... 3 ... 3 

Ca.wnpur · · · · 1 ... 28 1 30 

Fatehpur · • · · ... . .. 13 4 11 

EAnda · .. .. · . .. . .. 9 6 13 

Hamirpur . .. · .. . I •• 11 1 12 

A lla.hauAd • · • .. 2 3 26 15 46 

JhAnsi • · · · ... ... 7 .. , 7 

J&laun .. · · · I.' ... 5 Ii •• 5 

Jaunpur .. · · ... ... 1 2 3 

Gba.zipur · • · · ... ... 10 3 13 

BaHia · · · · '" 
.,. 15 13 28 

Gorakhpur .. · · .. ... ... 16 11 27 

Euti • .. .. · . .. ... 27 32 59 

Azamgarh • · .. · ... . .. 11 6 17 

Lncknolf · · · · ... ... 18 ... 18 
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Distrib-ution of HU"as accorain.'l to the Census of 1891-condd. 

HINDUS. 

i 

.i\IUHAMMADAN B. 

DISTRICTS. ---- TOTAL. 

I Fern".!e •. }lales. Females. l\{alcs. 

-~---

U ae Bare Ii . 44 9 53 

Sitapur 18 ]8 

Kheri 15 ]5 

Faiziibad . 28 20 48 

Gonda 9 7 16 

BahrAich 34 ;~ , 
Sult&npur • 82 65 1·17 

,-

Partabgarh 40 34 71t 

Earabanki. 2 2 

TOTAL --. 3 749 369 1,125 

Hotri.-A functional sub-division of Brahmans) {( he that offel's 

an oblation 01' burnt offering." His title ancl functions l'ecal1 the 

animal sacrifices of the ,r edic a.ge. a His business is to make the 

homa offering, a.nd to recite Vedic hymns at the opening of new 

temples, or ,vhen large feasts are given to Brahmans and sometimes 

in the private houses of rich men. __ . The last instance of a \T edic 

goat sacrificeJ which is the only form now allowed, that of the 

cow and horse being prohibited, was pel'formed in Benares about 

thilty years ago. The account which I have received of' it is as 

follows :-A certain Brahman from Southern India, who had 
inherited the charge or an etel'nal fire from a remote and distinglJjshed 
ancestry, had, through an inadvertence £01' which he blamed himself, 

allowed t.he fire to go out. In order to relight it a.nd ma.ke a suit~~ 

able atonement for the crime which he had committed, he deter­

mined to celebrate a great sacrifice, and collected from all the Hindu 

Rajas who could be induced to contribute, a sum of about thirty 

thou~and rupees for the purpose. rfhe ceremony lasted for twenty ... 
one days. All this time Brahmans were being fed in thousands, 

offerings of noma were being thrown on the aHar, and sacred words 

(mantra) were repeated with each offering. 1'he goat intended for 
VOL. II. 2 I 
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the sacrifice, which ,vas to crown the work, was stalled in an enclo­

sure set apal't for the sacrificial floor ; and the greate;;t attention, 

amoJluting almost to worship, was pa.id to it till the day of sacrifice 

canle round. As the goat was being led up to the altar, its neck 

was garlanded with fiO'Nel'S, and red powder was showered on its 

head. The most learned and di~tinguished Brahmans who could be 
found were summoned from hnnureds of miles round to take part in 

this Vedic sacrifice. The spot on which the goat was at last killed 
,vas screened off, so that no profane eye might behold what the Brah­

mans wel'e doing, 01' witness the relighting of the extinguished fire 

from the flame of the sacl'ifice, On receiving this fire relighted, the 

man was tal{en to the Ganges to be bathed by the Acharya or presid­

ing priest j and such was the sanctity ascribed to that part of the 

river where he had bathed, that almost the whole city of Benares 

turned out to get a drop or two of wate!' thrown at them by the 

hands of the priest. It is said that no such sacrifice had been per­

formed before within the memory o£ any man living, nor is it 

expected that such will ever be performed again. 

2. (( There is one more function left to the Hotl'i, which may be 

traced back to the Vedic age, viz., the recita.tion of long passages 

from the ancient hymn books. This is done at times ,vhen new 

temples are opened or when large feasts are given to Brahmans, and 

sometimes in the private houses of rich men. A Hotri is sometimes 

employed by men who al'e wealthy enough to engage his services 

to stand before an idol and read extra.cts from the ,r eda on their 

behalf. Such repetition is placed to the credit of the man who pays 

for it, and is believed to benefit his soul in the life beyond the 

grave. "1 

Hurkiya, Hurukiya.-A small tribe of. musicians a.nd pimps, 

attendants on dancing gil'ls, of ,vhom some account has been given 

under the head Tawai£. They are by religion J\fuhammadans. As 

sect.ions, according to the Census Returns, they recorded some of the 

other sub-castes of a similar mode of livelihood, such as Kanchan and 

Paturiya; others connected with higher castes, as Bahamaniya, 

Kachhi, and others of local origin, as Bihariya from Bihar, Kalpi 
and Purabjya or (( Eastel'ns," 

} Nesfield, Calcutta Revieu.;, CLXV II, 2ti:3, ~'(l' 
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Distril)'uti(J. of the llllrlci§u, aceord£ng to the Cenlus 0/1591. 

RuJandshal,l' 

Aligal'h 

Agra 

Farrukhftbad 

Etawah 

.1 alaun 

D 18TH. lOT8. 

TOTAL 

Number. 

6 

4 

105 

221 

432 

53 

801 

Husaini.-A class of so-called. Brahmans who take their name 

from the Muhammadan saint Husain. In the Panjab they &t'e 

called Musalman Branmans" are found chiefly in the Delhi Division, 
and are said to receive oblations in the name of Hindu gods from 
Hindus and in the name o£ Allah from }.fusalmans. In Azamgarh 
they are described as half caste Brahmans and are also known as 

Bhanreriya, which is another term for the Dakaut (q.v.). In 

Bombay they act as priests of the Dhangis. According to 
Dr. Wilson they are found near Ahmadnagar, fOl'merly the seat of a 
~tuhammadan dynasty. CCThcy.al'c half converts to the Muha.m­

madan fait.h, though they retain some of their Brahmanical practi­
ces ; generally only intermarry among themselves. They ask alms 
both fl'om Muhammadans and Hindns.n Dr. Wilson suspects that 

their origin may have been connected with the Brahma.n to whom 
the Muhammadan founder of the Brahmani dynasty of the Dakkhin 

" . 
was so much indehted.! ." 

I Wilson, Indian Oltsfe~ II. 29, 134: Ibbatson, Panj4b E"l'Itography, pa.ra. 512 : 
Atamgarh 8ett~emenl Report, 43A, app. 

1 

-..................• 
Dat~ .. ··· " 

AceD p,\,I ...... \~~~~ 
G. I C. P. U.-No.l? S. to G. :S.-W. ,Al~,,,,~·~·~.~-.,~,,v~v,.:---------""-~ 


