























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































HARISCHANDI. 492

nothing but a garment of bark and his wife and son. In a state of
destitution he left his kingdom, and Viswamitra struck Saibya, the
queen, with his staff to hasten her reluctant departure. To escape
from his oppressor he proceeded to the holy city of Benares, but the
relentless sage was waiting for him and demanded the completion of
the gift., With bitter grief wife and child were sold, and there
remained only himself. Dharma, the god of justice, appeared in
the form of a hideous and offensive Chandéila and offered to buy
him. Notwithstanding the exile’s repugnance and horror, Viswa-
mitra insisted upon the sale, and Haris Chandra was carried off
bound, beaten, confused, and afflicted, to the abode of the Chandila.
He was sent by his master to steal clothes from the graves in a
cemetery. In this horrid place and degrading work he spent
twelve months. His wife then came to the cemetery to perform
the obsequies of her son, who had died from the bite of a
serpent. They recognised each other, and Haris Chandra and his
wife resolved to die upon the funeral pyre of their son, though he
hesitated to take away his own life without the Jeave of his master.
After all was prepared he gave himself up to meditation of Vishnu.
The gods then arrived headed by Dharma and accompanied by
Viswamitra. Dharma entreated him to refrain from his intention,
and Indra informed him that he, his wife, and son had conquered
heaven by their good works. Haris Chandra declared that he could
not go to heaven without the permission of his master the Chandala,
When this difficulty was removed, Harischandra objected to go to
heaven without his faithful subjects, This request was granted by
Indra, and after Viswamitra had inaugurated Rohitaswa, the king’s
son, to be his successor, ITaris Chandra, his friends and followers,
all ascended in company to heaven. There he was induced by
the sage Narada to boast of his merits, and this led to his ex-
pulsion from heaven. As he was falling, he repented of his faults
and was forgiven. His downward course was arrested, and he and
his followers dwell in an aerial city, which, according to popular
belief, is still occasionally visible in mid air.”

2. The Harischandi Fagqirs follow the principles which Haris
Chandra taught his Dom master during the period of his servitude.
Most of them are Doms, and they are found in small numbers in
these Provinces. They appear to adopt merely a belief in Vishnu
as the Creator of the universe.
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Harjala.!—A small tribe found only in Sitapur and Kheri.
According to their own account of themselves they were once Gual
Ahirs, and after the capture of the fort of Chithor they were obliged
to wander away in the disguise of Jogis and other beggars. As
they used to assume all sort of disguises they were called
Harcholiya (Zar, “every, ”’ chola, “body’’), which was afterwards
corrupted into Harjala. Another story represents the word to be
derived from the fact that they will drink water from any one’s
band, (kar, “every;” jal < water ). They are divided into three
exogamous sections—Bahrdichi, Khairdbidi, and Lakhnawi, which
take their names from their places of residence, Bahréiich, Khairdbad,
and Lucknow. The Census Returns add Baranikali, Brempunri,
(possibly a corruption of Ibrahimpuri), Guélbans, and Lodh, the last
two of which would connect them in some way with Ahirs and
Lodhas. They are all Hindus. Their occupation is begging in the
disguise of Jogis and other regular mendicants. They sing a
special song known as Sarwan, which is said to be originally a
lament for the Rishi Sarwan who was accidentally shot by Réaja
Dasaratha as he was taking his blind father and mother slung
in a basket over his shoulders to a place of pilgrimage. The legend
has been localised at a place called Sarwan, in Pargana Maurinwén,
of the Undo District.? Some of them keep buffaloes and sell
ghi ; others cultivate and live by cutting grass and day labour.

Distribution of the Iarjalas according to the Census of 1891.

—

DisTRICTS. Number.

Bitapur . . . . . . . . 38
Kheri ; . . . . ) . . . 208
Torar . 246

pr———

Hayobans, Haihobans (said to be derived from ‘aya-vansa,
¢ the race of the horse’’).—A Rajput sept found in the Ballia dis-
trict, They are of the Lunarrace and in the highest rank among the

' Based on information received through Lieutenant-Colonel W. P. Harrison,
Deputy Commissioner, Kheri,
2 Elliott, Chronicles, 5, sq.
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tribes of the District. According to Sir H, M, Elliot! :—* Mahes-
wati, the capital of the Lunar Rajputs, in the Narbada valley, was
founded by Sahesra Arjuna, of the Hihya or Hayobans race, Their
dynasty for fifty-two generations was established at Ratanpur, in
the Central Provinces, The last of the dynasty, Raja Ragnith
Sinh, died about one hundred and ten years ago. The Hayobans of
Ballia claim descent from the Ratanpur kings. Chandra Got, a
cadet of this house, is said to have, in 850. A.D., migrated north-
wards and settled at Manjha, on the Ganges, now included in the
Saran District, and waged successful war with the aborginal
Cheros. After nearly a couple of hundred years his descendants
left Manjha and settled south of the Ganges at Bihiya, where they
remained for five centuries and subdued the Cheros.’”” In or about
1528 A.D. the Raja Bhopat Deva, or perhaps one of his sons,
violated Maheni, a Brihman woman of the house of the Purohit
or family priest of the Hayobans clan. She burnt herself to death,
and in dying imprecated the most fearful curses on the Hayobans
race, After this tragedy the clan left Bihiya, and passed beyond
the Ganges to the Ballia Pargana, where for a time they were
located at Gaé Ghit, and finally settled at Haldi, from which the
Hayobans Rija now takes his title. The tomb of Maheni, under a
Pipal tree close to the Rallway at Bihiya, is still visited by women
of every caste, who come in numbers either to invoke her as a
deified being or to offer oblations in commemoration of her. None
of them dares to enter Bihiya, which contains the remains of their
ancestors ’ fort. They are more swarthy than most Rajputs, and
Mzr. Carnegy suggests that they may have been originally a Tamil
race.?

2. These people may possibly be connected with the Haihya of
the Purdnik lists. We read that they with the Jalajanghas,
descendants of Yadu, conquered King Bahu or Bahuka and were
finally destroyed by Sagara?® A tribe of Haihayas still exists in
the valley of Sahajpur, who, according to Colonel Tod, are “aware
of their ancient lineage, and though few in numbers, are still cele-
brated for their valour,”* Professor Wilson suggested their
connection with the Hia, Hoiei-ke, Hoieiha, and similarly denomi-

1 Supplementiary Glossary, s.v.

2 Qldham, Ghdsipur Memo., I, 55, sq.
* Wilson, Vishnu Purdna, 378, sq.

4 Annals of Rajasthdn, 1, 41,
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nated Hun or Turk Tribes, who make a figure in Chinese History.
“At the same time it is to be observed that these tribes do not
make their appearance until some centuries after the Christian era,
and the scene of their first exploits is far from the frontier of India :
the coincidence of appellation may therefore be merely accidental.
In the word Zaya, which properly means ‘a horse, ’ it is not impos-
sible that we have confirmatory evidence of the Scythian origin of
the Haihyas. 1

Hijra, Mukhannas,—The class of eunuchs. In spite of the
operations of the Criminal Tribes Act (XXVII of 1871) these
people are still found in considerable numbers throughout the
Province ; but under the rigid supervision to which they are now
exposed their numbers are gradually decreasing. Formerly when
a deformed boy was born in a family the Hijras of the neighbour-
hood used to beset the parents and endeavour to obtain possession of
him. This practice has now, of course, ceased. Hijiras divide
the country into beats for the purposes of begging, and none of
them ventures to trespass in the beat of another. Most of them
wear a sort of female dress, and, as nearly all of them are Muham-
madans, they call themselves by Musalmin names such as Bari
Begam, Chhoti Begam, etec. They go about and attend marriage
feasts and other ceremonice. They play on the drum (d%of) and
cymbals (manjira). Their death customs are the same ag those of
the low castes in their neighbourhood. The Census Returns show
that they have a considerable number of women dependent on
them.

2. The Census Returns give as sections of the so-called IIijra
caste some of purely Muhammadan origin, as Bani Hishim, Khwija,
Khwija Saridi, Khwiajazid, Pathin, and Shaikh, with others of
Hindu origin as Gangarami and Tilokbans,

Dustribution of Hijras according to the Census of 1891,

Hinpus. MUBAMMADANS.

DistricTs. ToTaL.
Males, | Females.| Males. | Females.

Saharanpur 115

[
o
[J1]

220
Muzaffarnagar . . . 21 12 33

-
-

Y} Loc. cit., 418, sq.



HIJRA, 496
Distridution of Hijras according to the Census of 1891—contd.
——— -
Hinpus. | MUHAMMADANS,
DisTRICTS. TorAr.
Males. | Femanles. | Males. | Females.

Meerut . . .- 24 2 26
Bulandshabr ., 4 4 8
Aligarh . . o ] 5
Matbura . . . 7 ‘. 7
Agra . . 1 vor 18 . 19
Farrukhabad . . 12 ‘oo 12
Mainpuri . o 6 . 6
Etdwah . . 10 10
Etah . . 11 . 11
Budiun . . 25 10 35
MorAdhbad . 11 voe 11
Bhihjahdnpur . ot o 8 7 15
Pilibhit . . 3 3
Cawnpur . . 1 28 1 30
Fatehpur . . " 13 4 17
Bénda . . . 9 6 15
Hamirpur . . oo 11 1 12
Allahabad . . 2 3 26 15 46
Jhinei . . .- 7 7
JAlavn . . e 5 s b
Jaunpur . es 1 2 3
GlAzipar . . “ e 10 3 13
Ballia . . 15 13 28
Gorakbpur. . . 16 11 27
PRasti . . . vt 27 32 69
Azamgarh . . “ 11 6 17
Lucknow . . aes cee 18 18

[!
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Distribution of Hijras according to the Census of 1891—concld.

Hixnpus. ‘ MUCHAMMADANS,
DisTrICTS. — ToraL.

Males. | Females. Males. | Females.
Raé Bareli. . 44 9 53
Sitapur . . . . ‘ 18 18
Kheri . . . ‘ 15 15
Faizdbad . . . . e 28 20 48
Gonda . . . . voe i 9 7 16
Babhraich . - ., . . | 34 34
SultAnpur . . . . 82 65 147
Partibgarh . i . . e 40 34 . 74
Birabanki . . . . 2 2
ToTar -~ . 4 3 749 369 1,125

Hotri.—A functional sub-division of Brahmans, “he that offers
an oblation or burnt offering.”” His title and functions recall the
animal saerifices of the Vedic age. “ His business is to make the
homa offering, and to recite Vedic hymns at the opening of new
temples, or when large feasts are given to Brahmans and sometimes
in the private houses of rich men. ~The last instance of a Vedie
goat sacrifice, which is the only form now allowed, that of the
cow and horse being prohibited, was performed in Benares about
thirty years ago. The account which I have received of it is as
follows :—A certain Brahman from Southern India, who had
inherited the charge of an eternal fire from a remote and distinguished
ancestry, had, through an inadvertence for which he blamed himself,
allowed the fire to go out. In order to relight it and make a suif’
able atonement for the erime which he had committed, he deter-
mined to celebrate a great sacrifice, and collected from all the Hindu
Réjas who could be induced to contribute, a sum of about thirty
thousand rupees for the purpose. The ceremony lasted for twenty-
one days. All this time Brihmans were being fed in thousands,
offerings of 4oma were being thrown on the altar, and sacred words
(mantra) were repeated with each offering. The goat intended for

Vor. IIL : 21
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the sacrifice, which was to crown the work, was stalled in an enclo-
sure set apart for the sacrificial floor ; and the greatest attention,
amonnting almost to worship, was paid to it till the day of sacrifice
came round, As the goat was being led up to the altar, its neck
was garlanded with flowers, and red powder was showered on its
head. The most learned and distingmished Brihmans who could be
found were summoned from hundreds of miles round to take part in
this Vedic sacrifice, The spot on which the goat was at last killed
was screened off, so that no profane eye might behold what the Brih-
mans were doing, or witness the relighting of the extinguished fire
from the flame of the sacrifice. On receiving this fire relighted, the
man was taken to the Ganges to be bathed by the Acharya or presid-
ing priest; and such was the sanctity ascribed to that part of the
river where he had bathed, that almost the whole city of Benares
turned out to get a drop or two of water thrown at them by the
hands of the priest. It is said that no such sacrifice had been per-
formed before within the memory of any man living, nor is it
expected that such will ever be performed again,

2. “ There is one more function left to the Hotri, which may be
traced back to the Vedic age, viz., the recitation of long passages
from the ancient hymn books, This is done at times when new
temples are opened or when large feasts are given to Brahmans, and
sometimes in the private houses of rich men, A Hotri is sometimes
employed by men who are wealthy enough to engage his services
to stand before an idol and read extracts from the Veda on their
behalf. Such repetition is placed to the eredit of the man who pays
for it, and is believed to benefit his soul in the life beyond the
grave.”’!

Hurkiya, Hurukiya.—A small tribe of - musicians and pimps,
attendants on dancing girls, of whom some account has been given
under the head Tawaif. They are by religion Muhammadans. As
sections, according to the Census Returns, they recorded some of the
other sub-castes of a similar mode of livelihood, such as Kanchan and
Paturiya ; others connected with higher castes, as Béahamaniya,
Kachhi, and others of local origin, as Bihariya from Bihdr, Kilpi
and Purabiya or ‘“ Easterns.”

) Nesfield, Caleutta Review, CLXVII, 2653, &y.
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Distribution of the Hurkiyas according to the Census of 1591.

DisTr1CTS. Number,

Bulandshal . . . . . . . . 6
Aligarh . . . . . . . . 4
Agra . . . . . . : . . 105
Farrukhabad . . . . . . . . 221
Etdwah . . . . . . . . . 432
Jalann . . . . . . . . . a3

Torar . 801

Husaini.—A class of so-called Brahmans who take their name
from the Muhammadan saint Husain. In the Panjib they are
called Musalman Brahmans, are found chiefly in the Delhi Division,
and are said to receive oblations in the name of Hindu gods from
Hindus and in the name of Allih from Musalmins. In Azamgarh
they are described as balf caste Brihmans and are also known as
Bhanreriya, which is another term for the Dakaut (¢.»). In
Bombay they act as priests of the Dhangis, According to
Dr. Wilson they are found near Ahmadnagar, formerly the seat of a
Muhammadan dynasty. “They are half converts to the Muham-
madan faith, though they retain some of their Brahmanical practi-
ces ; generally only intermarry among themselves. They ask alms
hoth from Muhammadans and Hindus.” Dr. Wilson suspects that
their origin may have been connected with the Brihman to whom
the Muhammadan founder of the Brahmani dynasty of the Dakkhin
was so much indebted.} -

! Wilaon, Indian Casfe, 1T, 29, 134 : Ibbetson, Panjdb Ethnography, para. 512:
Azamgarh Settlement Report, 43A, app.
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