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TO

The Right Hon. LORD $EIGNMOUTH,

LATE GOVERNOB-GENERAL OF INDTA, PRESIDENY
OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE
SOCIETY, &c, &c,

MY LORD,

Tae following pages are addressed to you, not

- with a view to pave the way for the solicitation of
future favours, nor for the purpose of flattering yon

on the happy application of those talents, which you
have carefully improved, and which have raised your
Lordship from a situation comparatively obscure to

the highest rank, and to the most important offices

in the state. The public, in justice to your long ex-

+  perience in active employments, has called you o
be



_oihuman species, of eveiy country and denomination.

Among the patrons of this association, so eredita-
ble to the genercsity and benevolence of our native
- country, there appear many highly respectable names,

-which-must afford to the public the fullest pledge
that its contributions will be applied with diligence,
fidelity, and zcal, in 'Ipmmoting the valuable ends for
which they are raisedge The ehterprize, however, in
which the British and” Foreign Bible Society is en-
gaged, will perhaps be found as difficult and ayduous
in its execution, as its object is laudable and impor-
5 o tant.

 Along and intimate acquaintance with the Orien-
\\,  tal charucter and manners, must have fully apprised
your Lordship, that great patience, skill, and addres:,
) jﬁ.—"c are necessary to remove the inveterate prejudices of
“\the' Asiatics, to stimulate their curiosity, and to over-
' m + come their natural and habitual indolence of mind.

: g ﬁmong the foreign agents of other societies,  how-
-wer, and even of our own, many prejudices yet ve-
i main, and much additional knowledgc mustbe dif-
! 3& \ : fused,
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fm, before'\:héman be fully enabled
wmﬁ:se difficulties, and avoid the maiiy o
which'have hitherto strongly impeded, and too ofte
frustrated the labours of all their predecessors. ¢
is a melancholy, but a certain fact, that our Furopean » |
missions and other attempts to dispel the ignorance  * °

b - of the Eastern regions, even within our own Empire,

have not been generally attended with much suc-
; cess.

The cause may perhaps be traced in Britain it- |
self: our knowledge of this 1nte1estmg subject is hi-
therto far from being commensugate with our zeal. |

A residence for several years in India during the
period of your Lordship’s peaceful administratian,
has afforded me many favourable opportunities of
examining the condition of the natives, and has pre-
sented strong inducements to enquire after the means
of improving their knowledge, which could not other-
wise have occurred. If the following hints and ob-
servations do not place the subject in an aspect al-

. together new, it is hoped that they may at least im-
part some additional information on a matter but
imperfectly understood by the public. The remarks of-
fered concerning the mode of instructing the natives :
are chiefly intended for the members of that nume-

fous

-



" thus oﬁ‘ered to your Lordship, from no confidence in
~ its literary merits (though it has already received the
approbation of aleameduomety in this part of the
kingdom*) but from a conviction that every scheme
_or suggestion for the improvement of the natives that

are here proposed, have actually, in a greater or less
= degree, been submitted to the test of experience,
A ~and that thewr app)ication to practice must be safe,
B if they be not useful, in forwarding the benevmnt
| intentions of your excellent institution.

. ’I‘he greater part of the £ollowmg tract was mbm;tted to

the Umverslty of Edinburgh ; and adjudged by t,hc meessors
to be entitled to the Buchannan Prize.

THOUGHTS




THE EFFECTS

QF WX P R ¢ oF XIHE

ISIT GOVERNMENT, &c.

ID EXTENSION OF OUR INDIAN

?‘kp mws tha!: were exlumbed m a former work,”
of?; the -ﬂ ,‘ esuc and rum.l e;:onomy -of the Mahome-

m jmige, ‘that an mqmry into the effects of the

Briijsh @fm‘nment, on that celebrated poriion of its

subjects,, tmght prove both interesting and useful,

Th:sm&e communicated to the avthor, and it call-

,foiﬁ;l @emfuks contained in this tract: for
Sk

how-
g

* Iumalfﬂun Recreations, which was composed in that
country, during the four concleding years of the past century.
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T ?aur government in India, there can be no difference

. " yet armfed, for msily appreciatmg % merits of

“of opinion regarding the general interest att,ached to
~ this subJect

Whether the comforts of so many millions of our |
~ fellow creatures are to be injured or promoted, by
the great increase of Luropean influence in the East,

_15 a queeuenmhmh is becoming dally of more serious ¥

import, in proportion to the extent of power and ter-
ritory acquired there, by the different maritime na-
tions. Whether, in particular, the rapid extension
of the British empire in Asia, be destined to accele-
rate or retard the progress of the natives in know- #
ledge, wealth, and happiness, is a question ‘possess-‘
‘ing strong attractions to every contemplative being:
to the mind of a Briton it presents an interest pecu- |
harly powerful and commanding : since it cannot be
denied that, from the extent of our possessions in
that quarter, the enquiry becomes intimately con-
nected with the destinies of his native country, and
the honour of its government,

Nor is this speculation destitute of practical use.
A statement of the eftects of European rule on the
condition of the Asiatics, if drawn up with tolerable
accuracy, could not possibly fail to suggest several
means of léssening the evils attending distant con-
- quest, and of increasing its beneficial influence in all .
gases where its effects had been found salutary.

| With
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!HE BRITISH GOVERNMENT, ETC. 3

R Wﬁl regard, however to the British power in In- #
~* dia, the period of fairly ascertaining the nature of its
* influence on the natives, is (accor dmo to the opinion

. of some) hardly yetarrived. Forty years have scarce-
1y elapsed since we first enjoyed the quiet possession

~of almost any portion of our Indian territory ; a pe-
. riod, perhaps, too short fairly to judge of the nature

 and effects of any governnient, on the comfort and

P Ly

e ampmvement of its SUbJE(.tb

That @&era, when it a:mved at full maturity and vi-
gour, and when it consequently possessed a complete

. ascendancy and controul over the politics of India,

- could alone display its genuine effects, and deter-
i mine the true nature of its influenge. « Previous to
L this ‘period, it had to contend for its defence and self-
- preservation, amidst the surrounding hostility of se-
ubarbarous states; it was then also craimnped and
ﬁGGred in forming its internal arr angements, for the
peace and security of its own subjects; it was often
nterrapted and disturbed in its plans by contiguous
anarchy, constantly perpetuated by the ferocious tur-
. bulence of neighbouring chiefs. ' In estimating, there-
fore;fthe‘lmprovements that have been made by the
Bm" government. on the condition of India, we
must state in the account, the feebleness of its power
after its first establishment, and the recent nature of
mu'g of its provisions, which will often justly explain
- the small progress that sometimes appears to have
been made in accomplishing its ends.

el Fe .
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wm the Brmsh gownment in the Eust was to oc-
~ cupy a rank and station evabling it to surmount those
muitiplied dlﬁeultxea. The shock of the French re-
volution, which in Europe overturned the balance of
power, and destroyed the nmnng relations betm:eu
s dsﬁ'efent states, was felt at the same time in
where its effects, it would seem, had a fur more suds -
den and decisive operation. It appcared almost in-
stantaneously either to check or annihilate the French
inflaence throughont the whole of Hindostan, and in
its room to establish, or consolidate, the Dritish
POWL‘I'.

Prior to the year 1799,* more than two thirds of
the antient territory of the Mogul empire still re-
mained in the hands of populous and independent
states, professing either the Itindeo or Mahomedan
~ faith; among the latter; the I Vizam, and the King of
' My‘som, held the chief rank, while five powertul‘
Mabraita chiefs, the adherents of Brahministo, occu-
pied the first station in the former class.

Some of these prinae_s wndividually had, in former
times, arranged themselves, during the wars of Hin-
dostan, on the side of the antient monarchy of France ;

- but the republican councils, by which that monai‘chy
. wagsubverted, embraced a much wider range in their
- foreign policy. 'They attempted: to form, at once,
all those different cliefs, collcctively, into & corsbi-
Mo Do vol b
# The period of the conquest of Seringapatam aud the Mysore,
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of hm OWn'ambmon. ‘The same impe-
3 tz_a&er- external conquests, and universal

¢ dns changes which we have so lately

~beheld in Furope, seems to have become more vio-

S #fmﬁ%&he East, and to have characterised the whole
i .;ﬁ‘ % pahey in India.

| ﬁmﬁdenﬁal agents had’ already been disperzed
mer the territories of the greater number of the inde-
, rpen’é& princes; officers from France had been ap-
*  pointed ‘in their armies; and had for several years
L been busily employed in disciplining their troops, and
& 'mﬂmhmg among the native chicfs a combination,
fﬁr the purpose of not only subverting the Brtish

government, but of amnhllaung, throughout the Pe-
tﬁmmta ev ery power that seemed hostile to theu'

Jif‘ mustbe canfessed that the power of this mighty
g Mdmacy, had it'been possible to effect a co-oper-
o A éﬂm of mtmmbers, in any common system of po-
- Aie 'meuch morve than sufficient to sab;ugate the
‘ﬁhﬁie of India, and to execute, perhaps, the most
‘extensive schemes even of French ambition. The
‘Mabratta empire, if propetly consolidated, must of
wmmmmd animmense force. Stretching through-
mﬁw”whole length of the peniusala; from the Bay
iﬁf‘ﬁangal to the barks of the Indus, its population
Wm esmmt.ed at not less than forty millions of
74 "ﬁfé N SAA 3 souls ;

o ..‘_‘;-,'il' '




. THOUGHTS ON

souls; while its known revenue has been found to
amount to upwards of seventeen millions sterling.
These resources, however ample, are in India far
more efficient than in Europe, for they have been,
A on experiment, found adequate to the establishment,
- ‘and constant support, of an army of upwards of
| 300,000 men. , 8 g

Nor has the progress of the French, in communi-
eating European tactics to this immense force, been
at all disproportioned to their schemes of policy, and
L the magnitude of their views. Many battalions in
- the service of the Peshwah, and of Holkar, but espe-
EL ~ - cially in the establishment of Scindiah, have been
E\\ g found in a slate of discipline that would have been

. deemed creditable inmany European armies. Among
~ the troops of this latter prince, the brigade of Gen.

- ‘Perron has long been distinguished, by a system of"
% tactics hardly inferior to that of the British army; it

_, consists of about 40,000 men, regularly brigaded

‘and regimented, and as completely armed and cloth-

ed as our seapoy corps, while its pay is regularly

. advanced, and in the field all its operations are sus-

A0 fained by a well-appointed artillery, consisting of up-

wards of 400 pieces of ordnance. »

¥

To the charge of this favourite portion of his army
Scindiah had committed the capital of the empire,
and the custody of the venerable, but unfortunate,
‘Shah Allum, a monarch who, it is said, has reached :
the uncorimon period of 90 years; and who, it weuld
S ' seem,
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‘seem, is more wasted and broken down by an unex-
ampled load of calamity, than by either the weight
or feebleness of his singular age. The forcible re-
straints to which this unhappy prince was subjected,
easily enabled the French party among Scindiah’s
troops to wrest from him the sanction of the imperial
name, and the semblance, at least, of legitimate au~
thority. It was accordingly in the vicinity of the ca-
pital, and almost in the presence of the emperor,
that their projects seemed to tend to maturity, with
‘the most steady and rapid progress. Considerable
advances had already been made towards the formal
cession of the jmportant provinces of Agra and Delhi
to the Irench government, and. towards their final
union with that distant kingdom.
_Fortunately for the independence of the nelghboux~
mg states, antl the safety of the Dritish empire, the
nobleman who had been appointed to the govern-
‘ment of India at this critical period, possessed a
complete comprehension of ‘the character and views
of the French nation :* soon after his arrival, his in-
nate sagacity and perseverance enabled him to pene-
trate into the whole range and extent of the vast
plans of hostility which they had meditated ; he was
fully aware of the critical situation of the British em-
pire in India, and with equal promptitude and energy
he employed the whole resources of its power to
~avert and repel the danger. _ -
] Vol 4 | In
% The Marquis Wellesley, who had the merit of procuring his

private information from Colonel Kilpatrick, an officer well ac-
quainted with the Mahratta states. ! /






