


































































































































































































































































































































































































the effect of education is greater than that of dowry,
and that the effect of dowry controlled for education
is relatively larger among those with 9-12 years of
education. Inlthe case of Scheduled Castes also,
education has a greater influence than dowry. While
considering the ownership of land, the difference in
female age at marriage by dowry payment is only

marginal for both the castes (Table 5.8).

{(vi} Life-course Patterns

Here an attempt has been made to understand the
differentials in female age at marriage by life-course
pattern across the age-cohorts. As observed earlier
in this chapter, for both the castes, there exists a
difference in female age at marriage by life-course
pattern. From Table 549 it can be observed that mean-
ingful inference on female age at marriage across the
age-cohorts for the respective life-~course pattern can
be drawn only in the case of Padayatchy caste, since
the respective sample size for the Scheduled Castes is

small.
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For both the castes, females with the life-course
pattern of puberty-education-job-marriage and puberty-
education-marriage marry at a later age than the others
(Table 5.9). In addition, for 1 .ese two life-course
pattern, the median age at marriage of Padayatchy
females is marginally higher for 25-29 age-chhorts ¢s
compared to 20-24 age-~cohort. The trend is not clear
for Scheduled Castes due to smaller sample size
(Table 5.9). It is interesting to note that among the
Padayatchy females with Education-Puberty-Marriage
pattern, the younger women marry at a later age than’
the older women (Tapnle 5.9). On the whole, it may be
stated that the caste-differences in female age at
Marriage is observed in each life-course pattern, while
no meaningful inference can be drawn for the respective
age~cohorts due to smaller sample size among the

Scheduled Castes, in each of the life-course pattern.

(vii) Pamily Level Factors:

An analysis of female age at marriage by selected
famlly level factors such s family stability, birxth
order (eldest/not an cldest daughter) and the ege's

contribution to sibling's education, is also attempted



Table 5.9: Differences in Female Age at Marriage by Life-Course Pattern, Family Level

Factors, Castes and Age-cohorts,

1984,

51 PADAYATCHY CASTE SCHEDULED CASTES
No. Study Variables
15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 All 15=-19 20-=24 25.29 30-34 All ages*
Ages”*

1., Life-Course Pattern
a. Pub-Ed-Job-Ma a 20,2 20.8 - 20.5 a 18.0 - - 18,2
b. Pub-Ed-Ma 19.0 19.8 20.3 - 19.8 - - - - 17.4
¢. Ed-Pub-Job=Ma a 19,8 - - 19,5 i8.2 -~ 17.0 - 17.4
e. Ed-Job-Pub-Ma - - - - - - - - - 17.6
2. Family Stability
a. Broken family a 19,5 19.3 - 18.2 a - - - 18.0
b. Intact Family a 19,2 19,8 1g.,6 19.6 18,3 17.5 17.0 - 17.5
3. Birth order among all

live Wirths
a. Not an eldest

daughter a 19,6 19,4 18,6 19.4 19,3 17.5 17.2 - 17.6
b. Eldest daughter a 1¢.8 12,4 19,2 19,6 18,6 17.3 - - 17.3
4, Contribution to

Sibling's Education
a. Did not contribute a i9.5 19,2 18.2 19.0 is,0 17.4 16,6 ~ 17.4
b. Did contrikute a__20.9 20.4_ 20,0 20,5 18,6 a__17.5 - 18,0
Note: * Unmarried female egos aged 13 & 14 years are included under 'All Ages'

a: Not estimated
[ {1}

indicates cell frequendies less than 10

For notations used under life-course pattern see Table 5.2, Note-1.

[T
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here. Since no clear trends are being observed for
family stability and birth order variables, only the
effect of ego's contribution to sibling's education

on female age at marriage is discussed here (Table 5.9).

The contribution (income) of female egos for
their sibling's education is considered here as a
family level factor that influences the female age
at marriage. The present study shows that, the females
who have contributed to their sibling's education tend
to marry at a later age than those who have not
contributed. Foxr example, in the case of Padayatchy
females the difference in median age at marriage
between those who did and did not contribute to their
sibling's education is 1.5 years and it is 0.6 years
for Scheduled Castes (Table 5.9). A similar trend is
observed within each age-cohort, for both the castes.
However, across the age-cohorts, the difference in
median age at marriage by contribution to sibling’s
education 1s narrowing slightly from older to younger
age-cohort, for both the castes (Table 5.9)., This may
be partly explained by the fact that over a period of

time the female age at marriage has increased and thus
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a smaller proportion of younger women marry at a given
age as comparad to older women, irrespective of whether
they contributed to their sibling's education or not

(Appendix 5.1 and 5.2).

In summary, in the study village an increase in
the female age at marriage is observed over a period

of time for both the castes. Across the castes,

Padayatchy females marry at a later age as compared to
Scheduled Caste females., Further, differentials in
female age at marriage are observed for the following
variables, in czse of both the castes: Age-~cohort, life
course pattern, years of sducation, education aftex
puberty, work before marriage, payment of dowry and

contributions to sibling's education.

MALLE- EGOS:

5.6 Trends in Male Age at Marriage:

Here an attempt is made to study the trends and
differentials in male age at marriage in the study
village over a period of time. The sample considered
for analysis consists of 260 Padayatchy males and 140

Scheduled Caste males aged 15-39 years at the time of
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survey. Among the Padayatchy males, 110 are ever-married.
and 150 are unmarrisd. Similarly among the Scheduled
Caste males, 80 are ever-married «nd 60 are unmarried.

In order to understand the changing trends in male age

at marriage the variables such as caste, age-cohort,

marriage type and year of marriage are considered.

(i)  Caste:

An analysis of the male eqgos by both ti.e castes
illustrates that the Padayatchy males marry at a later
age than the Scheduled Caste males. From table 5.10 it
can be seen that the median age at marriage of Padayatchy
males is 26.5 years as compared to 24.2 years for the
Scheduled Caste males. The obsexrved difference of 2,3
years in the male age at marriage between the castes is
partly due to the socio-cultural and economic differences
between them. Further, it may be noted that the propor -
tion of males married at the ages of 25 aid 26 years,
respectively, are 14 per cent and 37 per cent for Pada-
yatchy Cgste, while for ﬁhe Scheduled Csyste males it is
as high as 80 per cent and 92 per cent for the respective

ages (Appendix 5.3 and 5.4). In other words, majority
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of the Padayatchy males (60 per cent or more) are married
at the age of 27 years and above; while in the case of
Scheduled Caste Males, majority of them (80 per cent or

more) are married as early as 25 years of age.

(ii) Age-Cohort:

To account for the changing trends in male age
at marrxiage over time, the analysils is done by age-
cohorts. From takle 5.10 it can be seen that the median
ages at marriage of younger males is higher than the
older males. This 1s true in case of both the castes.
For example, among the Padayatchy males the median age
at marriage for the younger age-cohort of 25-29 is 27.0
years, while it is 25.% years for the older age-cohort
of 35-39. Similarly among the Scheduled Cyste males
the median ages at marriage for the age-cohorts of
25-29 and 35-39 are 24.9 and 23.0 years, respectively.
It is interesting to note that at any given age between
20=-29 years the proportion of ever-married males is
smaller among the younger age-cohorts (20-~24 and 25-29
years), as compared to the older age-cohorts (30-34 ang
35-39 years). This is true of both the castes
(Appendix 5.3 and 5.4). Across the castes, it is

interesting to note that the Padayatchy males tend to

marry at least 2.0 years later than the Scheduled Caste

males for the respective age-cohorts.
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Table 5.10: Trends in Male Age at Marriaqge by Castes.

1984
S1 Padayatchy Schedul ed
No. Study Variable Caste Castes
1. Total Sample | 26.5 (260) 24.2 (140)
2. Age-~-Cohoxrt
a. 20 - 24 a (69) a (39)
b. 25 - 29 27.0 (68) 24,9 (25)
c. 30 - 34 26,4 (32) 24.0 (28)
d. 35 - 39 26.5 (32) 23.0 (14)
3. Marriage Type
a. Marriages between
relatives 24.8 (20) 21,6 (11)
b. Marriages between |
non-relatives 26.0 (20) 23.8 (69)
4. vear of Marriage
a. 1969 - 1973 24.4 (25) 22.4 (20)
b, 1974 - 1978 25.5 (30) 23.3 (25)
c. 1979 ~ 1983 26,1 {(55) 24.0 (35)

Note: 1. For the variables 1 and 2, the figures are
median ages at marriage based on combined
sample of ever-married and unmarried male
egos aged 15-39 years.

2. For the varisbles 3 and 4, the figures are
mean ages at marriage based on ever-married
male egos.

3. Number of observations are in parentheses.
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(1il) Marriage type:

One of the important factors in understanding the
changing trends in age at marriage is the marriage type.
By marriage type, here we mean whether the spouse chosen
for marriage is within the relation or not. From table
5.10 it can be observed that, on an average, the males
who are married within the relation marry at an early age
than those males who are married to a non-relative. It
is interesting to note that, on an average, the differences

in male age at marriage by marxiage type is 1.2 years

for Padayatchy Caste as compared to 2.2 years for

Scheduled Castes.

(iv) Year of Marriage :

As one would expect, over time, the male age at
marriage in the study village has Steadily increased for
both the castes. Among the Padayatchy males, the mean
age at marriage has risen from 24.4 years to 26.i years
during l§69—l973 to 1979%%3. In the case of Scheduled
Caste males, the mean ages at marriage for the respective
marriage-year cohorts are 22.4 and 24.0 years (Table
5.10)., Further, it may be noted that, on an average, a
difference of at lezst 2.0 years 1is observed in the male
age at marriage between the castes., for the respective

marriage-year cohorts,
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In sum, over time, the male age at marriage in th e
study village has steadily incregsed for both the castes.
Among the castes, the Padayatchy males tend to marry at
a8 later age than the Scheduled Cgste males. Further,
caste~wise differences in the male ages at marriage are
also observed across different study variables. To
further add to our understanding, the differentials in
male age at marriage by selected stﬁdy variables hgzs been

discussed in the following pages.

5.7 Differentials in Hale Age at Marriage :

(i)  Education :

Here, the years of education completed by the
male egos is considered to understand the differentials
in age «t marriage by caste and age-cochort. From
Table 5.11 it can be observed that with an increase in
the education of males, the age at marriage has also
increased. This is true of both the castes. For
example, the age at marriage of males with 5«8 and 9-12
years of schooling has raised from 25.5 to 26.8 years
among the Padayatchy and from 24.0 to 24.8 years among
the Scheduled Cystes, respectively. Further, for both

the casteé it can be observed that, at any given age
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between 25 to 29 years, the proportion of ever-married
males is smaller for higher levels of education as
compared to lower levels of education (Appendix 5.3 and
5'4)f Since the sample size of each educational levei

by age-cohorts is very small for both the castes, no
meahingful inference can be drawn regarding therinfluence
of education, controlled for age-~cohorts on male age at
marriage. lowever, it is important to note that, the
caste differences in male age at marriage is maintained

at all levels of education.

(ii) Occupation :

In the male life-course pattern, next to education ,
entry into labour force is an imgortant transition that
may affect the male age at marriage. lere we have consi-
dered the main occupation of the male egos, for its effect
on their age at marriage. From table 5.11 it can be seeen
that among the Padayatchy males, the owner cultivators
marry at an early age than those who work fof wage or
salary. In the czse of Scheduled Cyste males the trend
is in the reverse order, that is the owner cultivators
marry at a later age than the wage labourers. However,
it is important to note that the differences in male ages
at marriage by different occupations are only marginal,
for both the castes. An analysis of occupations by age-

cohort for uncderstanding the male aje at marriage 1s not



Table 5.11: Socio-Economic Differentials in Male Age at Marriage by Caste and Age-Cohort,

1984
51 PADAYATCHY CASTE SCHEDULED CASTES
No. Study Variables 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 All 20-24 25-20 30-34 35-39 All Ages*
Ages¥*
1. Total Sample a 27.0 26.4 25.5 206.% a 22,2 24,0 23.0 24,2
2. Education
d8. 5 - B years a 26.0 - 25.2 25.5 a 24.6 23.6 22.8 24,0
b, 9 - 12 years a 27.0 26.6 - 26.8 - - - - 24.8
c. 13 years and
3. Occupation
a. Owner-~Cultivator a 27.0 26,3 25,5 26,2 - - - - 24,6
b. Wage Labour a 27.2 26.4 25.5 26.5 a 24,8 24,0 23.0 24,2
c. Salaried Job - 26.8 - - 26.6 - - - - -
4, Land Ownership
a. Landless a 26.8 26.0 25.5 26.4 1 25.0 23.5 22.7 24.5
b, Did own land a 27.1 26.6 25.6 26.5 a - 24,1 - 24,2
Notes: * Unmarried male egos aged 15-19 years are included under 'All ages',
Not estimated;

4]

a
_n

Indicates cell

freduencies less than 10.

Lt
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feasible due to very small sample size in the respective

categories.

(i1i) Land Ownership:

Among the economic factors, we have considered the
land owned by the household at the time of ego's marriage
for analysis. The differences in male age at marriage
by land ownership is only marginal (Table 5.11). Among
the Padayatchy Caste, it ¢an be observed that the males
from land owning houssholds marry at an early age than
those who are from land less households gnd this is also
true for the respective age-cchorts. In the case of
Scheduled Csste males, the trend is not clear due to

smaller sample size.

ﬁiv) Dowrvs

We have considered the ever-married male ego
sample for understanding the effect of Dowry on age
at marriage., For the total sample as a whole, nearly
47 per cent of the married males have received dowry,
ranging from 58 per cent among Padayatchy and 32 per
cent among Scheduled Castes. The present study illust-
trates that, on an average, the males who have received

dowry marriled at a later age than those who have not
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Table 5.12: Differentials in Male Age at Marriage by
Dowry and Selected Variables, 1984.

S1 Did not Receive Did Recelve

No. Study Variables Dowry Dowry
P.C S.C p.C sS.C.

1, Total Sample 24.8 23.2 26,1 24.0

2. Ade Cohort

a. 20 - 24 24 ,0% 23.7 Nil 23,3%
b. 25 - 29 25.6 23.7 26.4 24,3%
cC. 30 - 34 24.9 22.8 26.4 24,0
d. 35 ~ 39 24 .1 22.4 25,5 23.0%

3. Education

a. 5 - 8 years 24 .4 23.2 25.2 23.8
b. 9 - 12 years 25.4 Nil 26.3 24.0
c. 13 years and above Nil Nil 26,3 26.0*

4, Land Ownership

a. Landless 25.0 23,2 26,3 24,2

b. Did own land 24,6 22.9% 26,0 23.8

Note: 1. P.C = Padayatchy Caste; S.C = Scheduled Castes.

2. The figures are mean ages at marriage based on
ever—married sample (P.C = 110; S.C = 80).

3. * indicates cell freguences less than 10.
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received dq?y. For example, the mean ages at marriage
among the males who received dowry are 26.1 and 24.0
years respectively for the Padayatchy and Scheduled
Castes. On the other hand the mean ages at marriage of
males who did not received dowry are 24.8 and 24.0 years
respectively, for the Padayatchy and Scheduled Castes.

A similar trend has been observed with respect to each

age~cohorts (Table 5,12).

(v) Family Level Fgctors:

The influence of selected family laid factors
such as Family stability. Ego's birth order (eldest/
not an eldest son), ego's contribution to the sibling's
education are also studied 1in relation to male age at
marriage. Among these variables. Only 'ego's contri-
bution is sibling's education' variable is discussed
since the effect of other two family level fictors on

male age at marriage is only marginal (Table 5.13),

In summary, there are differences in male ages
at marriage by caste, age-cohort, education, dowry, and
ego's contfibution to siblings education. Further, the
Padayatchy males have consistantly shown a higher age—

at marriage than the Scheduled Caste males, for the



Table 5.13: Differences in Malzs Age at Marriage by familv level factors caste

and age-cohort, 1284

S1. PADAYATCHY CASTE SCHEDULED CASTES
No. Study Variables
20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 All 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 All
ages* ages®

l,Farilv stabilitv
a. Broken Family - 26.4 - - 26.2 a - - - 24.4
b. Intact Family a 27.3 26.3 25.5 26.5 a 24.6 24,2 22,8 24.0
2. Birth order among

all live births
a., Not an eldest son a 27.1 26.0 25,1 26.5 a 25,0 23.8 a 24,3
b. Eldest son a 26,6 26,6 25.7 26,4 a - 24,5 23,2 24,0

3. Contribution to
Sibling's Education

a. Did not contribute a 26.4 25.7 24.0 25.4 a - 23.7 - 23.6
b. Did contribute a  27.3 27.0 25.8 27.0 a  25.3 24.1 - 24.6

Note: * : Unmarried male egos aged 15~19 years are included under 'All Ages'.
a ¢ Not estimated

~ ¢ Indicates cell frequencies less than 10.

oct
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respective study variables, However, the influence of
occupation, land ownership, family stability, and birth

order variables on male age at marriage is only marginal

for both the castes.

MALE AND FEMALE EGOS;: PARENTS AND SPOUSES CHARACTERISTICS

5.8 Differentials in Male and Female Age at Marriaqge

by Background Characteristics:

Here an attempt is made to study the effects of
selected background characteristics pertaining to
ego's parents and spouse, and egos' age at marriages.
For the purpose of analysis the followlng aspects are
included: parents' education, spouses' education, occu-
pation and work before marriage. Further, we have
considered only ever-married sample for the analysis
since the study varilables are specific to married
persons. In additicon, the effects of study variables
on the age at marriage by age-chohorts is not attempted

here due to small sample size in the respective cate-

gories.

(i) Parent's Education @

It can be seen from Table 5.14 that, when the

parents are illiterates, marriages of sons and daughters

take place at an early age as compared to those who have
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educated parents. For example, daughters with highly
educated fathers (9 vyears and above) married at an

age of 19.4 years as compared to daughters whose
fathers are educated upto 5-8 years only. A similar
kXind of trend is observed within each castes and

also for son's age at marriage. However, the effect
of mother's education on sons' and daughters' marriages

is only marginal,

(1i) Spouse's Education:

There are differences in female ages at marrlage
according to husband's educational level. Females
with highly educated husbands (13 years and gbove)
hgve married as late 35 19.9 years varying from 20,2
years for Padaytchy females and 18.0 years for
Scheduled Castes. The mean zges at marriage of females
whose husbands are educated upto 5-8 years, are 18,2

and 16.6 years for Padayvatchy and Scheduled Castes

respectively (Table 5 14).

In the case of male age at marriage, as the
educational level of the wife, increagses the age at
marriage of the husband also increases (Table 5.14).

When the wives are illiterate, the male age at marriage
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Table 5.14: Parental and Spouse's Characteristics Diffe-
rentials in Age at Marriage by Caste,
Females and Meles, 1984,

51 Mean Age at Marriage (Years)
No. Study Variables

Female Male
P.C S, Total P.C 5.C Total

1. Mother's Education
Illiterate 18.7 16.8 17.6 25.5 23,1 24.0
5 -~ 8 years 19.3 17.2 18.8 25,5 23.2 24,0
2. Father's Education
Illiterate 18.2 16.5 17.4 25.4 22.2 23,3
5 - 8 years 19.0 17.1 18.2 25,5 23.4 24.5
9 years and above 19.4 NA 19.4 25.8 Na 25.8
3. Spouse's Bducation
Iiliterate NA NA NA NA 21.3 21.3
5 - 8 years 18.2 16,6 17.3 25.1 23.3 24,2
9 - 12 years 1.1 17.4 18.7 26.3 24.8 26,1
13 years and
above 20.2 18,0 19.9 NA NA NA

4. Husband's Occupation
Before Marriage

Wage labour 18.4 16,8 17.4 NA NA NA

Owner-Cul tivator 18.9 17.0 18.4 NA NAa NA

Salaried Job 19.6 17.4 19.0 Na N NA
5. Wife's work before

Marriage

Did not work NA NA NA 25.6 23,3 24.4

Did work NA Na NA 25.6 22.2 24.8

Note: NA : Not Applicable.

P.C: Padayatchy Caste; S5.C: Scheduled Caste,
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is 21.3 years and it increases to 24.2 and 26.1 years
when the wives years of education increase to 5-8 and

9-12 years respectively. The trend holds good for both

the castes.

(ii) Husband's Occupation:

It is observed that female, the age at marriage
is higher for those who have husbands with salaried job
(19.0 years) as compared to husbands who are owner-
cultivators (18.4 years) and wage labourers (17.4 years).
The difference in female age at marriage by husband's
occupation is clear among Padayatchy caste while for

Scheduled Castes it is only marginal.

(iii) Wife's Vork Before Marriaaqe:

The effect of wife's work status before marriage
on the age at marriage of males is only marginal for the
total sample as a whole. However, among the Scheduled
Castés, we Tind that, on an average, males marry at an
early age when married to working women, than those who
are married to non-working women. The trend is not

clear in the case of Padayatchys (Table 5.14).

5.9 summary :
The present study brings out the fact that, there

are differences in the timing and the order of female
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life-course events by caste and age-cohort. It is
interesting to note that, in the study village-the most
prominent and the most frequently occuring female life-
course pattern is Puberty-BEducation-Job-Marriage. One
of the possible inference of this trend is that conti-
nuing education after puberty and entry into income
earning job before marriage can be considered as the
‘important intervening variable that may delay female
age at marriage. An analysis of the female age at mar-
riage by the life-course pattern done in this study

supports this view point.

In the case of male egos, differences in the
timing of life-course events across the caste and the
age-cohorts, are observed. However, in terms of the
sequential . order of life-course events, the males in
the study village have followed é uniform pattern of
Eduecation-Job-Search for an alliance-marriage. On the
whole, it may be stated that there exists a difference
in the life-course event-transition for both the

sexes by cgste and age-cohort.
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An anslysis of the trends and differentials
in age at warriage reveals that, in the study village,
over the past fifteen years, there has been 3 steady
increase in the &ges at marriage as males and females.
Among the castes, Padatcychy hgs shown higher age at
marriage as compared Lo Scheduled Castes, for both the
sexes. The major factors that have influenced the

differences In female age at marriage, within and across

the c,stes, are: age-cohort, life-course pattern,

years of education, continuation of education after
puberty, work before marriage, contribution to siblings
education, and the amount of dowry paid. The differences
in male age at marriage, by age-ccohort, education,
occupation, contribution to sibling's education, and
amount of dowry received are relatively small in
addition, father's education and spouse's education

have also contributed to differences in female and male

age at marriage.

In the following chapter, an analysis of the
causal effect of the variables discussed above on age

at marriage , 16, discussed for both the sexes separately.
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CHAPTER VI

THE DETERMINANTS OF PLYaLE AND MALE AGE AT FORMAL

IIAaRRTAGE

(9]
L
—

Introduction

In this chapter an attempt is made to study,
using regression analysis, the relative effects of
cross-sectional and longitudinal variables on female
and male age at formal marriage. The time reference
of all variables used in the analytical model refers to

ego's state prior to actual marriage. In order to

arrive at a more ccenprehensive casual model of the deter-
minants of zge at marriage, for both the sexes, three

sets of linear regression models are used.

The first model includes several cross-sectional
variables and the sccond wodel includes longitudinal
variables. Later, important cross-sectional and longi-
tidudinal variables are combined into a single model
to elucidate the total contribution of all variables

and the relative influence of each variable on age at
marriage. &ll the three models are used for total
sample, and for Pudayatchy and Scheduled Castes separately.

Definition and unit of megsurement of indepéndent
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Table 6.1: List of Independent Variables: Definition and

Unit of leasurement

S1 Unit of
No. Variables Definition Measure-
ment
(1) (2) (3) (4)
1. Present Age Comgpleted years of age of Years
the ego
2. Lducation Years of schooling completed Years
3. Dowry Cash and kind* given as Rs. in
dowry hundreds
4, HMarriage Cash and kind* spent on Rs. in
cost nonducting ego's hundreds
marriage (excludes dowry)
5. Marriage Dummy Variable: non-relational
type alliance 1
Relational
alliance 0
6. Caste Dummy Variable: Padayatchy
Caste 1
Scheduled
Castes 0
7. Occupation Dummy Variable: Owner-Cultivator
Yes 1
No 0
Wage-~-Labourer
Yen 1
No 0

in comparison with salaried job.

contd...



(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

i0.

11,

12.

13.

14.

Family
Stability

Family Size

Total Female
children

Birth order

Unmarried
Elder Brother

Unmarried
Younger
Brother

Unmarried
Younger
Sister

Dumny Variable: Intact Family
defined as presence (alive) of
both parents when ego married;
and brcken Family defined as
absence (divorced/dead) of one
or koth parents when ego
married.

Total number of all surviving
siblings, when ego married.

Total number of surviving
female children, when ego
married

Ego's order of birth among
(a)
(b)

all surviving children,

all surviving female
children

Alive at the
time of Ego's
marriage

Dummy Variable:

Not alive at
the time of
Ego's marriage

Alive at the
time of Ego's
marriage

Bummy Variable:

Not alive at
the time of
Ego's marriage

Alive at the
time of Ego's
marriage

Dumny Varilable:

Not alive at
the time of
Ego's marriage

Number

Number

Number

contd. ...



(Table 6.1 contd...)
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(1)

(2)

(3) (4)
15. Contribution  Dumny Variable: Ego's (income)
to sibling's contribution to
education sibling's
education:
Yes 1
No 0
16. Education Dummy variable: Ego continued
after education after
pukberty puberty
Yes 1
No 0
17. Work before pummy Variable: Did Work 1
marriage Did not work 0
18. Land Land owned by the parental
family, when ego married Acres

* Dowry/Marriage cost in kind inflated to 1984 price index.
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variables used in the analysis are listed in Table 6.1,
Regression results of the determinants of female and

male age at marriage are presented in Scction & and

Section B of this chapter,

SECTION A

THE  DETERLTITNANTS OF PlIALE ACGCE AT [HLBRRIAGE 3

6.2 The Crosas-Sectional Model :

In this model we huave used three sets of
independent variables: Ego characteristics (present
age of ego, education of ego, dowry, marriage cost,
marriage type, and ciste); parental characteristics
(Father's and wmother's education); and spouse's
characteristics ‘Husband's education and occupation).
Regression results showing the effect of cross-section-
al variables, both within and across the castes, on

fenale age at marriage is presented in Table 6.2

First we have studied the effect of five ego
characteristics on female age at marriage. Later,

parental and spouse characteristics are added to the
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Table 6.2: Regression results showina the ceffect of

crosc-sectional variables on female age at
marriage, 1984

Standardized Regression

Cross-sectional Coefficients
variables Total Padayatchy Scheduled
Sample caste castes

zgo Characteristics

1. Present age of Ego 0.081%* 0.191** -0.270
2. Education of Ego 0.364%* 0.480%* 0.457%*
3. Dowry 0.269* 0.362% 0.171*
4, Marrjage cost 0.027 - -

5. Marriage type 0.007 -0.030 0.170
6. Caste 0.369* - -

I. (Ego Characteristics)

R 0.61 0.53 0.57

II.(Cgo + parental +
spouse characteristics)
2 0.64 0.57 0.63
250 150 100

[T 1)

=y

Note: 1. * and ** indicate significant at 1% and 5%
levels, respectively.

2. "." Genotes the variakle is not used in the
ecuation.

3. Standardized coeificients refer to ego chara-
cteristics mcdel (I) only.

4. Standardized Coefficient =

Standard deviaticn of independent

Regression variable (Mot controlled)

Cocfficient *

Standard deviation of dependent
variable
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model to understand the overall influence of all cross-
sectional variables. It is found that a major portion
of variation is explained by the ego characteristics
(R2f0.61). When parental and spouse characteristics
are added to the model the improvement in explanatory
power is only 3 per cent (R2=U.64). For the total
sample, the present age, education of ego, dowry and
caste are the four major ego characteristics whose
%nfluence on female age at marriage prove to be positive
and significant. The impact of parental and spouse
characteristics, net of other factcrs, is negligible,
However, father's education has shown positive and
significant influence on female age at marriage. In
sum, among the cross-sectional variables, caste, edu-
cation of ego, dowry and present age, in that order of
importance, have shown the strongesﬁ influence iq deter-

mining temale age at marriage.

Since Padayatchy and Scheduled C,stes could have
differences independent of their socie-economic condi-

tions, caste-wise analysis of female age at marriage

has alsc been attempted. Here, bgsed on the zero-order
correlation, we have omltted the marriage-cost variable

from analysis for both the castes, since its effect on
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female age at marriage is negligible. For both the castes,
a major portion of variation in female age at marriage

is explained by the ego characteristics (Table 6.2).

When Parental and spouse characteristics are added to the
nodel, improvement in the explanatory power, for Padayatchy
and Scheduled Csystes are 4 per cent and 6 per cent
respectively. Further, for both the castes, none of the
rarental .nd spouse characteristics are found significant
in influencing female age at marriage. Earlier, we have
observed similar findings for the total sample as well.
Among the four ego characteristics, the education of ego,
dowry, and present age, in that order, has a strong and
positive influence on the Padavatchy female's age at
Marriage. In case of Scheduled Cystes, the education of
ego, present age and dowry, in that order , is found signi-
ficant 1in influencing the female age at marriage. However,
the education of ego and dowry have positive influence on
female great marriage, while the present age has negatively

influenced.

In sum, it is found that both within and across
the castes, the ego characteristics explain most of the
variation in female age at marriage. For the total

sample, caste followed by education of ego, dowry and

. ’_1\_"‘ “ "?".:A.
§ o o TN e T AT AU
- He e

68202
) 51290
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the present age are the major ego characteristics that ha ve
apositive and significant influence in determining female
age at marriage. For both the castes, education of ego

and dowry are the important factors that positively affect
kmale‘age at marriage. In addition, the present age of an
eg0 has positive influence on Padaytchy female's age at
llarriage, while it negatively influences scheduled cyste
mmaleé' age at Marriage, Hence, 1t could be stated that,
other things being ecqual, the higher the level of
éducational attainment of the female, the higher the age

at marriage. Secondly, across the castes, the higher the
dowry paid, the higher the female age at marriage. Thirdly,
the inverse relationship between the present age and age

st marriage of the scheduled c, ste females illustrates

that the females in the older age-group marry at an early

age than those who are in the youngexr age-~group. However

in the case of total sample and Padaytchy caste, thé present
age is positively assoclated with the female zge at Marriage.
This may be partly explained by the fact that in the younger
age~group a higher proportion of Padayatchy females are

yet to be married as compared to the S8cheduled @zstes.
Lastly, parent's education and husband's education and

occupation do not affect female's age at marriage. Based
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on the above findings, the following ego characteri-
stics are selected for the combined model: (a) present
age of ego, (b) Education of ego, (c) Dowry, (d)Caste.

(e) Marriage cost, and (f) Marriage type.

6.3 The Longitudinal Model:

As regards the longitudinal variables, we have
used two sets of independent variables: family
structure variables (family stability, family size,
total female children, birth order among all children
and among female born); and life-course variables
(presence/absence of unmarried elder brother, younger
brother and younger sister, ego's contribution to
aibling's educatlion, and ego's education after
puberty). Although, family structure and life-
course varisules are complementary to each other,
they are conceptually different. Hence, we have
used both the sets of variables separately in the
regreusion analysis. Significant variables from
both the models are included in the combined model
as the longitudinal variables. Here, it is important
to note that, the time reference of all the varialles
considered in the longitudinal model refers to ego's

state prior to actual marriage.
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Table 6.3: Regression Results- showing the effects

of family structure variables on female

age at marriage, 1984.

Standardized Regression

Family Structure Coefficlents
\V; z .
ariables Total  Padayatchy Scheduled
Sample Caste Castes
1, Family st bility  ~0.035 0,147%% 0.090
2. Famil 0.008 - -
3. Total female
children -0,187%* -0.011 0.018
4. bBirth order
among females
born 0.194 0.224% 0.231%%
R? 0.05 0.06 0,07
N 250 150 100

Note: 1) * and ** indicate significant at 1% and 5%

levels, respectively.

2)  "_" denotes, the varizble is not used in the

eguation.
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Table 6.3 shows regression results of the effect
of longitudinal variables on female age at mafriage,
both within and across the castes. For the total
sample and f£fof both the castes, birth order among
Yall children" variable is dropped from analysis,
since it is highly correlated with birth order among
"female children" variable. In addition, for both
the castes family size is dropped from analysis,
since 1t is highly correlated with "total female
children" variable. The extent of variation in
female age at warriage explained by the family
structure model is 5 per cent for the total sample,
6 per cent for Padayatchy and 7 per cent for Scheduled
Castes. Both within and across the castes, the
influence of ego's birth order among female born on
her age at marriage is positive and significant.
For the total sample an additional variable, namely,
"total female children" is significant and inversely
related to female age at marriage, Similarly, for

Padayatchy Caste, family stability (broken/intact

family) is an additional variable whose influence
on female age at marriage is positive and significant.

This could be partly explained by the fact that, the
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dgughters who come from families with both the
parents alive are mome likely to have younger
Parents, and therefore they may be from a younger
generation than those daughters who come from
families with only one parent alive. Accordingly,
since age at marrlage has been increasing, we would
expect daughters with both parents alive to marry

at an older age than daughters with one parent

deceased.

Among the five life-course variables, two
variations, nawely, presence/absence of unmarried
elder brother and younger slster are dropped from
regression analysis. The reason being that on the
basis of zero-order correlation, the effect of the
above mentioned two variables on female age at
marriage 1s negligible. Regression results of life
—course variables' effect on female age at marriage

is presented in Table 6.4
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Table 6.4: Regression results showing the effect of

Life-Course variebles on female age at
marriage, 1984,

Standardized Regression

Life-Course Coefficients
Variables
Total Padayatchy Scheduled
sample Caste Castes
l) _resence/~bseh..
of unm. d
younger bLiother 0235% 0.101 0.101

2) Contribution to
sibling's

education 0.129% 0.319 0.224%
3) Education after
puberty 0.387% 0.430% 0.454
R 0.28 0.38 0.33
N 250 150 100

Note: * indicates significant at 1% level.
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The R2 value of 0.28, for the total sample
shows that three of the life-course variables to-
gether explain 28 per cent of variation in female
age at marriage. For Padayatchy and Scheduled Castes,
the variation in female age at marriage explained by
the life-course variables are 38 per cent and 33

per cent respectively.

Both within and across the castes, ego's
education after puberty has a strong and positive
influence on female age at marriage. Similarly, ego's
contribution to sibling's education has a positive
and significant influence on her age at marriage.

This is true for the total sample and for both the
castes as well. An additional variable for the
total sample, namely, presence/absence of an
unmarried younger brother has also shown a positive

and significant influence on female age at marriage.

In sum, the major longitudinal variables that
significantly affect female age at marriage are (a)
total female children, (b) birth order among female
born, (c) presence/ahsence of an unmarried younger

brother, {(d) contribution to sibling's education, and
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(e) education after puberty, All these five longi-
tudinal variables are selected to be included in

the combined model.,

6.4 The Combined Model:

In order to arrive at a more comprehensive
causal model of the determinants of female age at
marriage, selected cross-sectional and longitudinal
variables are combined into a single model. Thus,
regression equation of the combined model assumes

the following form:

= X + B.X X
Yy = Bg ® ByXyy o+ BXoy b BaXgy o+ By o+ BeXgy
X X, . B, X, .
BgXgi ¥ By¥qi * Bg¥gi * Bo¥gy * Bygfips vV
where, Yi = female age at formal marriage
Xl = present age of ego
X2 = education of ego
= D
XB OWLY
x4 = Marriage cost
XS = Marriage type
XE = Caste
X7 = Total female childxen
X8 = Birth order among female born
¥ = Unmarried younger brother ({(presence/
9 absence)
X, = Contribution to sibling's education
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The regression analysis of the above form is carried
out both within and across the castes. Here, it is
important to note that one of the significant longi-
tudinal variables, namely, education after puberty is
omitted in the combined model, since it is highly
correlated with education of ego variable (0.750).
Further, we retailned education of ego variable in
the model, since its zero-order correlation coeffi-
cient (0.600) is higher than education after puberty
variable (0.380), in relation to female age at
marriage.

The amount of variation in female age at marriage
eXplained by the combined model for the total‘sample
is 64 per cent, for the Padayatchy €@aste, 56 per cent
and for the Scheduled Castes 62 per cent. It is
interesting to note that the explanatory powexr of
the combined model is better than that of cross-
sectional and longitudinal models. It is true in

case of the total sample and for both the castes.

The major cross-~sectional and longitudinal
variables under the combined model that show signifi-

cant positive impact on female age at marriage ares
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Table 6.5: Regression results showing the combined

effect of selected cross-secticnal

and

longitudinal variables on female age at

marrizge, 1984,

51 Standardized Regression
No. OSelected Variables Coefficient
Total Padayvatchy Scheduled
sample caste Castes
1. Present age of
Ego 0.074%% 0.200% ~0.286*
2. Education of Ego 0.302% 0.371¥* 0.405%
3. Dowry 0.276¥ 0.335 0.191%
4. Marriage cost 0.027 - -
5. Marriage type -0.018 -0.050 0.153%
6. Caste 0.313% - -
7. Total female
children -0.021 -0.067 0.081
8. £go birth order
among female born 0,080%* 0.106 -0.018
9. Unmarried younger
brother -0.022 . -0.111 0.130*
10. Contribution to
sibling's
education 0.179% 0.246% 0.148%*
RZ 0.64 0.56 0.62
N: 250 150 100

Note: 1) * and ** indicate significant at 1% and 5%

level,

2) """ denotes.
equation.

respectively.

the variable is not used in the
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Present sge of ego, education of ego, aowry and
contribution of sibling's education. For the total
. sample and for both the castes, the above findings
hold true. Further, caste and ego's birth order
among the females are two additional variables
whose influence are positive and significant for
the total sample. Within the caste, only for
Scheduled Castes, the marriage type and the presence
of unmarried younger brother variables prove to be
positively significant while for the Paday_tchy
caste it is not significant., The relative influence
of each variable in the combined model is studied by
using the values of standardized regression coefficient.
Education of ego, dowry and present age of ego are the
three most important cross-sectional variables that
have consistently shown the strongest influence on
female age at marriage, both within and across the
castes., However, the influence of marriage type
proves to be the strongest for Scheduled Castes and

not for the total sample and Padayatchy Caste,

Among the longitudinal variables in the
combined model, contribution to sibling's education
is the single most important varlable whose positive
influence on female age at marriage is significant
within and across the castes. The relative influence
of presence/absence of unmarried younger brother is

positively significant for the Scheduled Castes, but
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Comparison of cross-sectional,

Longi-

tudinal and Combined models: Female age

at Marriage, 1984

Significant Variables

Coefficient of
Determination

(=%

Total
sample

Pada-~
yatchy
caste

Sche-
duled
castes

iI.

IIT.

CROSS-SECTIONAL MODEL

(Education of Ego, Dowry,
Present Age of Ego,
Caste) 0,61

LONGITUDINAL MODEL

a) Family structure
variables

(lotal Female Children,
Birth Order among
Female born) 0.05

b) Life-Course Variables

(Unmarried Younger Brother,
Contribution to Sibling’'s
Egucation, education

after puberty) 0.28

COMBINED MODEI,

{ Education of Ego, Dowry,
Present Age of Ego, Caste,
Unmarried Younger Brother,
Ego's birth order among

Female Born, Contribution

to Sibling's Education) 0.64

0.06
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not significant for the total sample and Padayatchy

Caste.

In sum, it may be stated that the variables which
are significant for separate cross-sectional andr
longitudinal models are found to be significant in
the combined model as well. However, two vériables
that are found significant in the longitudinal model
namely total children born and the presence of
unmarried youngexr brother are found not significant
in the combined bModel. Similarly, ego'’s birth order
among the female born is significant for both the
castes in the longitudinal model and not significant
in the combined model. It is interesting to note
that, when selected longitudinal variables are added
to the cross-sectional (ego characteristics) model,
the explanatory power increases by 3 per cent for
the total sample, varying from 3 per cent for
Padayatchy and 5 per cent for Scheduled Castes.
Comparison of the major findings of all three models

are presented in Tapble 6.6.
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On the whole, the present study suggests
that cross-sectional variables such as education of
ego, dowry, present age of ego and casté are the
major determinants of female age at marriage.

Secondly, independent of cross-sectional variables,
the effect of longitudinal variables such as a

total female children, ego's birth order among

female born, presence/absence of unmarried younger
brother, ego's contribution to sibling's educaticn
and continuation of education after puberty are also
significant in determining female age at marriage.
Finally, it may be suggested that for a comprehensive
causal model of the determinants of female age at
marriage, it is necessary that longitudinal variables
should be included along with the cross-sectional

variables,

6.5 Components of the Interval Between Puberty and

Age at Marriage:

One of the main objectives of the study is to
analyse ithe process of decision-making of female
marriages. In this regard an attempt‘has beén made
to analyse the gap between puberty and marriage in
terms of its components, namely, training/preparatory
pericd, search periocd, negotiation period and

engagement period. Then,the female age at marriage
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can be written by its components in the following

form:

Fema}e age at _ Age at puberty + training period +
marriage search period + negotiation period+
: engagement period.

On an average, the age at puberty amoﬁg the
samples studied is 13.3 years and no marked
difference is observed across the castes., Thus, in
our analysis age at puberty is held constant, and it
facilitatgs comparison of puberty-~marriage period
within and across the castes. In the present study.
training/preparatory period refers to the time inter-
val between puberty and the starting of search for
suitagble alliance. During this period girls are
expected to learn the skills of household management
and other activities, which they would have to
manage independently after marriage. The time taken
for selecting an alliance is referred as seearch period.
After selecting the alliance till settlement of
alliance, the time gap is defined as negotiation

period. After settlement till the formal marriage



Table 6.7: The Interval Between Puberty and larriace by its Component

Periods, 1984,

. Average Number of Months
Ccmponents of Puberty- 2ge wMmher

Marriace Periogd

15-1¢ 20-22 25=29 30-34 All

Ages
I. PADAYATCEY CASTE
1, Treining/Freparatory
Period 54 56 47 42z 50
2. Search Period 16 18 18 20 18
3, Negotiaticn Period 1.8 1.7 1.0 1.0 1.4
4. Engagement Fericd 1,0 1.0 0.4 0.4 0.6
II. SCHEDULED CASTES
1. Training/Preparatory
Period 44 41 39 36 40
2. Seazch Period 16 15 15 14 15
3. Negotiation Period 1.2 0.9 0,3 0.3 C.6
4, Engagement Period 1.0 0.7 0.3 0.3 0.5

Note: 1. PBoth ever-married and eligible unmarried egos are used to
calculate the averages.

2. Under search period, the unmarried egos are less than 10 for
both the castes.

09T
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1s conducted, the time gap is referred as engagement
period. Here it is important to note that search
period is absent in case of relational alliance,
since no formzl search for alliance is observed. The
unit of measurement for all the perlods referred
above is month. For analysis, we have considered
combined sample of ever-married and unmarried females

by age-~cchort, for both the castes,

On an average, the interval between puberty and
marriage 1is about 5 to 6 years for Padayatchy females
and nearly 4.5 years for Scheduled Caste females.

The mean length of cowmponents of puberty-marriage
period is presented in Takle 6.7. Among both the
castes nearly 2/3 of the interval is spent on
preparatory/training period, while 1/3 is spent on
search period. The time spent on negotiation and

engagement is very negligible.

It can be argued that longer preparatory/train-
ing period for u marricd girl is viewed by their

parents as necessary to prepare the girl for marxied
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life. This period is effectively used by the
parents to train their daughters with regard to
household management. Further, it allows the girl to
gain the required mental maturity, bio-physical
strength to lead marital life and also the capacity

to learn and understand the family and social life,

It is important to note that the Padayatchy
females spent longer time in training/preparatory
period than the s 5Scheduled Caste. This caste
differentals in training/preparatory period is also
seen by respective age~cohort of the castes (Table
6.7). Within the caste an increzse of 1.0 year
for Padayatchy and 0.6 year for Scheduled C_ste in
the training period is observed from older to younger
age cohort of 30~34 and 15-19 years. This would mean
that over time the age at which search for an
alliance starts would also increase. This is time in

the case of both the castes (See Table 5.1).

Thus, our study suggests that, by and large, the
delay in female a.e at marriage is mainly due to the
lengthening of the training and search periods.

Hence, in the following paragraphs various independent
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variables that are considered under the determinants
of female age at marriage are studied in relation to

components of puberty-marriage perlod as well.

6.6 Regression Analysis of the Puberty-Marriage
Components:

Since, the female age at marriage is a direct
outcome of the length of interval between puberty and
marriage, here, an attempt is made to analyse the
effects of major determinants of female age at
marriage, on the components of puberty and marriage
interval. While analysing the components of the
interval between puberty and age at marriage, we have
considered only non-relational marriages and omitted
relational marriages. The reason being: (a) search
period is albisent among relational marriages, {b) the
sample sive of relational marriages is very small to
carry out any meaningful analysis (for Padayatchy
30 and for Scheduled Castes 20), and (c) we have
found that, marriage type (non-relational/relational
marriages) do not show any significant effect on

female age at marriage (refer Table 6.5) . Hence,
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the total sample considered for analysis is 200
non-relaticonal marriages consisting of 120 Padayatchy
females and 80 Scheduled Caste females. Since
training/preparatory and search periods cover the
major portion of interval between puberty and
marriage, analysis of negotiation and engagement

periods are not discussed here.

A, Training/Preparatory Period :

The regression model used for analysing the
variation in training/preparatory period includes
the following nine independent variables: Present
age of ego, education of ego, work before marriage,
caste, landowned, family siwve, total female children,
birth order among all children and among female born.
The model specified explains 66 per cent of variation
in training/preparatory period, for total sample.

For Padayatchy and Scheduled Castes, the variation
explained by the model are 1l per cent and 36 per
cent respectively. By the values of standardized
fegression coefficients relative influence of signi-

ficant (at 1% levcl) variables are listed belows:
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Siqpificant Total Padayatchy Scheduled
Variables Sanple caste castes

1. Education

of ego 0.201 0.205 0.469
2. Caste 0.763 (NOT APPLICABLE)
3. Present age -0.089 -0.061 ~0.094

For the total sample, the effect of caste is the
strongest and positively significant in explaining
the variation in training/preparatory period. Both
within and across castes the influence of ego's
education on training/.reparatory period has strong
and positively significant effect. It is obvious that
with increasing duration of education, preparatory
period is wnrolonged. However, it is not clear from
our analysis whether the wotive for higher education
fe is to postpone marriage (b, prolonged preparatory
period) or due to changing social norms regarding
female education like continuing education after
puberty. In addition to education, the present age
of ego has chown an inverse relationship with the

training/preparatory pericd both within and across

the castes.
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3. search Period :

While analysing the search period, in addition

to the nine indepéndent variables considered under
preparatory period, dowry is also included in the
analysis. In addition, since the preparatory period
would define the 'proper age' for a girl, to start
looking for matrimonial alliances, we have included
the preparatory period itself as an independent

variable in unalysing the scarch perilod.

For total sample, the variations in scarch period
eXplained by all variables included in the model is
44 per cent. Thne relative influence of significant
variables by standardized coefficients are as
follows:
a) dowry (0.537); b) caste (0,320); c) training period
(=0.216); &) prescnt age (0.211); e) education of ego

(0.181);: and f) land owned (-0.143).

It is interesting to note that the training
period is inversely related to search period, that
is, the longer the training period, the shorter the
search period. Further, none of the family structure

variables are significant in influencing the search

period.,



167

In the cgyste-wise anzlysis, the variations in
search period explained by all variables included in
the model are 60 per cent and 44 per cent, respect-
ively, for Padayatchy and Scheduled Castes. Education
of ego, dowry and present age are the three common
factors for both the castes that exhibit positive
and significant influence on search period. Land
owned and training period are significant and inversely
related to search period in case of total sample and

for both the castes.

The relative influence of significant variables,
by standardized coefficients, for Padayatchy . .astes
are as followss: (a) Dowry (0.360); (b) Education of
ego (0.261); (c) Training Period {(-0.196); (d) Present
Age of ego (0.111) and (e) Land owned (~0.093). The
significant variables with strong inference on search
period for Scheduled Castes are s follows: (a) Dowry
(0.449): (b) Present age of ego (0.,39n); (c) Education
of ego (0.293); (&) Training Period (-0.233); and

(e) Land owned (-0.079).
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In sum, most of the cross-sectional (ego chara-
cteristic) variables show significant influence on

search period. Secondly, the influence of famify

structure variables on search period is inconclusive.
Further, the length of training/preparatory period is

significant and inversely related to search perilod,

6.7 Summary

Femalé& education and dowry are the two major
factors which lengthen the interval between puberty and
marriage, and in turn atfects the female gge at marriage.
This finding is well supported in our anglysis of cross-
sectional, and combined models of determinants of female age
at . marriage. This 1s true of both Padayatchy and
Scheduled C_ystes. Further, present age of ego is an
acdditional varigcle whose effect is significant in
understanding female age at marriage. Among the family
structure variables, total children born, birth order
among female born, are the two significant determinants
of female age at marriage. Among the life course variables,
the effect of contribution to sibling's education has
consistently shown strong effect on raising the female

age at marriage, both within and across castes,
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In conclusion, our study suggests that the
cross-sectional (ego chargcteristic) variagbles are the
major determinants of femjle age at marriage, Secondly, -
selected family level variables are also found signifi-
cant in raising the female age at marriage, Thus,
inclusion of longitudinal variables with cross-sectional
variables in the model provides better understanding of
the determinants of female age at marriage. While
analysing the interval between puberty and age at
marriage, it is found that prolonged training,prepara-
tory period and search period delays female age at
marriage. Variables such as education of ego, dowry
and present age which are found to be significant deter-
minants of female age at marriage have also affected
the interval between puberty and age at marriage through
its comgponent periods. Hence, it may be stated that
there =xists a scope for more comprehensive analysis
involving cross-sectional and longitudinal variables to
evolve a more meaningful causal model of determinants of

female age at marriage.
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SECTION - B

The Determinants of Male Ade at Marriage

Demographic research on age at marriage is mostly
concerned with female marriages and little attention is
paid in analysing the determinants of male age at
marriage. JSince female and male ages at marriazge could
be complementary to each other in their effect, an
gttempt is made here to study the major determinants of
male age at marriage as well. Regression analysis is
carried out, within and across the castes, for cri._o-
sectional, longiltudinal and combined models. On the
whole, we have considered 190 male marriages consisting

of 110 Padayatchy males and 80 Scheduled Caste males,

6.8 The Cross-Sectional Model:

Several independent variables considered in the
cross-sectional model include ego characteristics
(present age offggucation of ego, occupation of ego,
Qowiry, marriage cost, marriage type and caste),
parental characteristics (father's and mother's edu-
cation), and spouse characteristics (wife's education

and work before marriage). Regression results showing

the effect of cross-sectional variables on male age at
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marriage is presented in Table 6.8 for total sample

and for each caste.

It is found that a major portion of variation in
male age at merriage is explained by the ego and spouse
characteristics (R2 = 0.79 for total sample). When
father's and mother's education are included in the
model, they are neither found significant nor do they
improve the explanatory power of the model. Hence,
we have not considered the parental characteristics for
further analysis, both within and across the castes.
Among the variables considered, for the to£a1 sample,
caste, present age of ego, dowry, marriage cost and
marrlage type in that order, are the major ego chara-
cteristics that have strong and positively significant
influence on male age at marriage. The two spouse
characteristics, namely, wife's education and work
status (did/did not work) before marriage are positive
and significant in determining ego's (male) age at

marriage.

In order to understand the variation in male age
at within castes, we have attempted caste-=wise analysis
of the cross-sectional model. For Padayatchy and Scheduled
Castes, the variations in male age at marriage explained
by the cross-sectional model are 69 per cent and 70 per

cent,respectively. For both the castes, dowry, present
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Table 6,8: Reuression results showing the effect of

cross-sectional variables on male age at

marriaqge, 1984

standardized Regression

Cross-sectional Coefficients
Vari
arlsbles Total Padayatchy Scheduled
sample Caste Castes
1. Present age of
Ego 0.307* 0.290% 0.211%
2. Education of Ego ~-0.042 -0,019 -0.089
3. Occupation of Ego
(wage-labour) -0.057 -0.118 0.043
4, Dowry 0.221%* 0.320% 0.256%
5. Marriage cost 0.100%¥* 0.191% 0.008
6. Marriage type 0.053* ~0.143 0.279%
7. Caste 0.356% - -
8. Wife's education 0.336% 0.287* 0.344%
9., Wife's work before
marriage 0.171% 0.192" 0.242%
R 0.79 0.69 0.70
N 190 110 80

Note: 1. * and ** indicate significant at

levels,

2, "=" denotes,

equation.

respectively.

the variable is not

1% and 5%

used in the
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age of ego, wife's education and work before marri-
age are found positively significant in influencing
male age at marriage. In addition, for Padayatchy
Caste the influence of marriage cost variable is
found positively significant in affecting male age at
marriage, but not significant for the Scheduled Castes.
Similarly, marriage type is an additional variable
that has positively significant influence on male age
at marriage only for Scheduled Castes and not for‘

Padayatchy Cgste.

In sum, the major determinants of male age at
marriage, both within and across the castes are dowry,
present age of ego , wife's education and work before
marriage. In addition, caste, marriage cost and
marriage type are significantly related to male age at
marriage when both the castes are taken together.,
While within-caste analysis reveals that marriage cost
is significant for Padayatchy and not for Scheduled
Castes and marrlage type (non-relational/relational
alliance) is significant for Scheduled Castes and not
for Padayatchy €aste. Hence, it may be concluded that

most of the cross-sectional variables are significant

- and strongly influence male age at marriage.
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6.9 The Longitudinal Model :

In the longitudinal model we have considered two
sets of independent variables: family structure varia-
bles (family stability, family size, total male \
children, and birth order among all children and among
male born), and life-course variables (preseﬁce/absence
of unmarrled younger brother and younger sister, and
ego's contribution to sibling's education). After
controlling for multi-collinearity between the independ-
ent variables and omitting variables that show lower
simple correlaticn values with male age at marriage, we
have considered the following longitudinal variables forx
analysis: total male children, birth order among male
born, presence/absence 0of unmarried younger sister, and
ego's contribution (income) to sibling’'s education.
Regression results showlng the effect of longitudinal

variables on male age at marriage within and across the

castes, are presented in Table 6.9.

For the cowmbined sample of both the castes, the
longitudinal variables explain only 18 per cent of
variation in male age at marriage. When caste~wise

analysis is carried outjthe variations in male age at
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marriage explained by the longitudinal variables

are 30 per cent and 22 per cent, respectively for the

Padayatchy and Scheduled Castes.

Table 6,.,9: Regression results showing the effect of

longitudinal variables on male age at
marriage, 1984,

. . . Standardized Regression
Longitudinal Variables Cocfflcionts
Total Padayatchy Scheduled
Sample caste Castes
1. Total male born -0.170%% _0.315%* -0,251%%
2. Birth Order among
male born 0.033 0.125 0.065
3. Unmarried younger 4 ngg  .0,114 0.036
sister
4, Contribution to
sibling's education 0.451%* 0.584% 0,429%
R? 0.18 0.30 0,20
N 190 110 80

Note: * and ** indicate significant at 1% and 3%
levels, respectively.
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Ego's (income) contribution to sibling's educa-
tion is the single most important variable that has

Posubivetyy.
show2451gnlflcant influence on male age at marriage,
both within and across the Castes, In addition, the
variable, total male children, is significant and inversely
related to male age at marriage, This is true both in

case of the total sample, and for each of the

Padayatchy and Scheduled Castes.

In sum, the explanatory power of the longitudinal
model is marginal, in comparison with the cross-sectional
model. However, in order to understand the joint
effect of both the models, nine of the cross-sectional
variaples and four of the longitudinal variables are

combined into a single model.

6,10 The Combined Model:

Earlier we have observed that most of the varia-
tion in male age at marriage is explained by cross-
sectional model, and moderately by longitudinai model.
Here, we have combined both the models and the results
are encouraging, The amount of variation in male age
at marriage explained by the combined model, for total
sample is 83 per cent, for the Padayatchy Caste it is
70 per cent and for the Scheduled Castes 76 per cent
(Table 6.10). Here, it may be stated that the explanatory

power of the comoined model is better than that of
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cross-sectional and longitudinal models. It is true

v
in case othotal sample and for both the castes.

Table 6.10: Regression Results Showing the Combined

effect of Cross-sectional and Longitudinal
variables on Male Age at Marriage, 1984

Selected Variables Standardised Regression
Coefficients
Total ¢ .dayatchy Scheduled
sample Caste Castes

1. Present age of ego 0.303" 0.312% 0.260%
2. cducation of Ego ~0,031 -0.008 ~0.084
3. Occupation of ego -0.,037 ~0,1Q7%% 0.091

(wage-1labour)
4, Dowry 0.200% 0.271% 0.192%
5. Marriage cost 0.110*%* 0.166%* 0.058
6. Marriage type 0.033 ~-0,163 0.259%
7. Caste 0,368% - -
8. Wife's education 0.268% 0.209%* 0.304%
9, Wife's work refore

marriage 0.147% 0.196% 0.173*
10. Total male children -0.087% ~0.175% -0.081
11, Birth order among

male born 0.020 0.042 -0.004
12. Unmarried youngexr

sister 0.008 ~0.035 0.066
13. Contribution to

sibling's edn. 0.150%  0,239% 0.165%

R?: 0.83 0.70 0.76
N 190 110 80

Note: (1) * and ** indicate significant at 1% and 5%
levels, respectively.
(2) "_" genotes, the variable is not used in the
equation.
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The major cross-sectional and longitudinal varia-~
bles in the combined model that have shown the strongest
and positively significant influence on male age at
marriage are: dowry, wife's education, wife's work
before marriage, and ego's contribution to sibling's
education. For total sample, and for both the castes,
the above findings hold true. Caste and marriage cost,
are two a.ditional variables that are significant and
positively afiect male age at marriage for the total
sample. While within caste, marriage cost is positively
significant, only foxr Padayatchy Cgste and not %UF
Scheduled Castes. On the other hand, marriage type is
positively significant, only for 8cheduled Cgstes and.
not for Padayatchy Csste. One of the significant
family structure variables, namely, total male children
is inversely related to male age at marriage in case of
the total sample and for the Padayatchy Cgzste, but shows

no significant impact for Scheduled Cgstes.-

In sum, it is interesting to note that, the varia-
bles found significant for separate cross~sectional and
longitudinal model - are also found significant in the

combined model. TFurther, when longitudinal variables
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are added to the cross-sectional wodel, the explanatory
power incresses by 4 per cent for the total sample,

varying Lfrom 1 per cent for the Padayatchy and 6 per cent

for the Scheduled Cgstes., Comparison of the major

findings of all three models are presented in table 6.11.

Table 6.115 Comparison of cross-sectional, longitudinal

and combined models: Male age at marriage,

1984
Significant Coefficientzof Dgtermi-
Variables nation (R%)
Total Padayatchy Scheduled
Sample Cggstes Castes
I. CRUSS-SECTIONAL MODEL
(Dowry, Fresent age
ego, Marriage Cost,
ltarriage Type., Caste,
Wife's Education and
Work Before Marriage) 0.79 0.69 0.70
IT. LONGITUDINAL ODEL
(Total male child  n
and contribution
sibling's educat. 0.18 0.30 0.20

ITI.CULBINED FODEL

(Dowry, Present age
of ego, larriage Cost,
Caste, Marriage type,
Wife's education and
Work before marriage,
total male children

and contribution toO
sibling's education) 0.83 0.70 0.76



178

On the whole, the present study suggests that cross-

sectional variables are the major determinants of male
afdhovgfy

age at marriageﬁ(the effect of selected longitudinal
variables on male age at marriage areﬁ%&u«isignificént.
Thus, it may be suggested that, as in the case of
female age at marriage, for a better understanding of
casual linkages between various independent variables
and male age at marriage, it is necessary that signifi-
cant longitudinal variables should ke studied along with
cross-sectional variables,

6.11 Section C: Reasons for Delay/postponemtn of
llarriagess: £1i,yible Unmarried

Females and Males

To further incregse our understanding of marriage
decision-mglking process herey Wi have examined the
reasons for the delay/postponement of marriages of eligi-
ble unmarried females wnd males, s reported by the
parent-respondents. Total sample size of eligible un-
ma.ried females {(aged 13 + at the time of interview,
1984) uscd for the analysis is 180, consisting of 100
Padavatchy females and 80 Scheduled Caste females,

In the case of eligible unmarried males (aged 15+ at the

time of interview, 1984) the total sample size is 210,
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consisting of 150 and 60 males, respectively for the

Pad:iyatchy and Scheduled Castes.

The analysis of factors that delay/postpone the
marriages of unmarried females and males confirm our
findings that were discussed under the determinants of

female and male age at marriage (Sections & and B).

It is interesting to note that among the Padayatchy
unmarried females, 4 per cent did not go to school, 36
per cent went to school but stopped schooling after
puberty and the remaining 60 per cent continued their
education even after puberty. Inggése of Scheduled
Castes the corresponding percentages are 18,62 and 20,
It is obvious that among the Padayatchjba substantial

proportion of unmarried females continued education even

after puberty, but for Scheduled Cystes this proportion

is relatively less. Hence, it may be stated that the
changing values and norms regarding female education,
especially continuing education after puberty operate.

as an effective mechanism that delays/postpones marriages
of females. Based on the qualitiative information
reported by the parents, we have identified the follow-
ing major factors that are found significant in delay-

ing marriages of females among the sample studied.
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1) Many of the parents interviewed are of the
opinion that a girl will not be bio-physically and
mentally fit for marital life till she crosses the

age ¢t 16 or 17 years, znd this proportion is relatively

higher among the Puadayatchy,

2) Education of girls at schools and household
training at home, are viewed gas necessary for a
happy family life. Thus generally a longer training/

prepdaratory period is preferred.

3) The parents of unmarried females who are present-
ly employed, report that the delay in thelr daughter's
marriage is partly due to the fact that the girl's
income either adds to family economy or helps in sibling's

education.

4) It is found that among the total unmarried
females aged 17 and above, for nearly 20 per cent of
the cases, though the search has started, alliances are
not settled hecause of the high dowry demanded. For
the remaining Mo per cent of the cases, the search for
an alliance itself has not started. FPoor economic
condition of the Family 1is also referred as major cause

in delaying search/marriage of females.
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The main factors which are found significant in
- delaying the marriages of eligible unmarried males are:
(1) continuation of higher education, (2) search for
suitable job, (3) need to support the family, (4) income
contribution to family economy and for sibling’s educa-
tion, (% pre ence of unmarried sisters, (6) poor
economic  ,nd tior of ne family, and (7) delay in
choice making, duc to the preference towards an edu-

cated/employed girl as a suitable alliance.

6.12 Summary

The anzlysis presented in Section A and 'Section B
of this chiapter suggests that combining both cross-
sectional and longitudinal variables in a single model
provides a hetter understanding of the causal factors
that influence femal and male ages at marriage. The
similarities and dif rences between the causal factors

that determine femalc and male ages at marriage are as

follows:

The variations in age at marriage are better ex-
plained by the combined model for both the sexes, with-

2 ..
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ccmbined model is higher in case of males when
compared to f[emales. While this is true of cross-
sectional model, in the longitudinal model, the R? value

1s higher for females than for males.

The major determinants of age at marriage, for both
sexes, that have shown positive and significant
influence are: caste, dowry, present age, marriage cost
and contribution to sikling's education. It is
interesting to note that female education plays an
important role in razising the female as well as the
male age at warrviage.

whoaye
In the case of female?‘ married, the influence

of spouse's characteristics such as husband's education
and occupation are not significant, while for males who
are married, the influence of wife's education and work

status before marriage is strong armd significant.

fharriage type is an additional factor whose influence
is significant for males marrying (for total sample
and Scheduled Castes), but is not significant for

females marrying neither within nor across the Castes.
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In the longitudinal model ego's birth order (sex
specific) influences the female age at marriage, but
not the male age at marriage. The effect of total
children born (sex specific) on ego's age at marriage
1s found to be significant and inversely related in the
case of males and is not significant for females. The
influenca of ego's (income) contribution to a sibling's
cducation on age at marriage is positive and significant.
This is true of both sexss, and also within and across
castes. The presence/absence of an unmarried yvounger
brother is an additional variable whose influence on
the male age at marriage is significant for the total
sample and for Scheduled Castes. Lgzstly, the effect of
parental education on ego's age at marriage, for both
sexes, does not show any significant effect., The major
findings discussed under Section A and B are also found
to be important in our descriptive anglysis of the
reasons that delay/postpone the marriages of eligible

unmarried females and males.
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIGON

i Marriage as a social institution has been the sub-
ject of study by Sociologists and Anthropologists.
Recently, age at marriage, its trends and determinants,
has received much attention in view of its impor tance

in population planning. Considering the important role
that female age at marriage plays in the reduction of
fertility, and in controlling rapid population growth,
many studies have been carried out to examine the deter-
minants of female age at marriage. However, most of the
studies on age at marriage are descriptive and have used
macro-level analysis. Some studies have used cross-
se€tional data on individual couples and households.,
However, the time reference for independent variables

in such cross-sectional studies, is at the time of
survey rather than at the time of marriage. TFurther, in
an individual's life, the Sequential orxder of events
that precede marriage could have significant effect on
age at marriage. 3Studies on this aspect of the effect

of life-course events on age at marriage is lacking in

India.



185

7.2 Taking into. consideration the above criticisms,
an indepth analysis of the causal factors that affect
age at marriage at mimro-level'assumes importance. In
this regard, considering the individual in the context
of family, with an appropriate conceptual framework is
called for. Further, marriage is an important social
event, a part of the continuum of events in the context
of family dynamics, and thus, longitudinal information
on the marriage decision-making process is of great
importance to understand the mechanisms through which
several causal factors could influence age at marriage.
Hence, the present study assumes importance in -suggest-
ing a life cycle appreach in analysing the determinants
of age at marriage. In the present study., the indivi-
dual life-course events are studed in relation to age
at marriate. In addition, several cross-sectional varia-
bles are also studied for their effect on age at

marriage.

The main objective of the study, then, is to ana-
lyse the relative effect of cross-sectional and longi-
tudinal variables on female and male age at marriage.

In addition, to understand the process of marriage
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decision-making in the family context, componenets of the
interval between puberty and age at marriage are also
studied. To further increase our understanding of
factors that affect age at marriage, a discussion on the
reasons for the delay/postponement of marriages of

eligible unmarried females and males is also included.

7a3 In view of the above objectives, primary data were
collected on female and male marriages from a South Indian
village, Tamil Nadu. The field work » was conducted
during the months of January-April 1984, The study
covers marriages of males and females that took place
during the past fifteen years i.e.,between 1969-83, in

the study village. Since the study period is spread

over fifteen years and requires family level information,
parents are considered as the respondents who are asked

to report about their sons' and daughters' (referred as
ego in the present study) marriageg, and some of this
information was also cross-checked with sons and daughters.
The data collected on marriage, broadly include the
following: parental socio-economic background:; family
structural variables, and life-course events such as
education, puberty, work before marriage, time spent in

search for alliance, negotiation and settlement of

’



187

spouse for marriage and so on. In addition, spouse's
characteristics such as education, occupation, income

and so on were also collected.

In order to arrive at a more comprehensive causal
model of the determinants of age at marriage, for both
the sexes, three sets of linear regression models are
used, The first model includes several cross-sectional
variables and the second model includes longitudinal
variables. Later, important cross-sectional and longi-
tudinal variables are combined into a single model to
elucidate the total contribution of all the variables
and the relative influence of each variable on age at
marriage., All the three models are used for the total
sample and for Padayatchy and Scheduled Castes separately.
Here, the caste-wise analysis is done with a view to
identify cultural and normative differences, if any,
between castes that are independent of socio-economic

factors.

7.4 Our study suggests that there is a considerable
upward shift over time in female and male age at warri-
age, in the study village, both within and across the

caste. On an average, the age at marriage of females

is 18.6 years, and for males it is 25.3 years. The
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caste-wise analysis suggests that Padayatchy females
maxry, on an average, 2 yvears later than Scheduled Caste
females. In the case of males, the age at marriage for
the Padayatchy is higher by 2.5 years as compared to
the Scheduled Castes. It is also important to note that,
there exists a difference in ages at marriage of males
and females by respective age-~cochorts., It is observed
that the younger generation males and females marry at
a later age than the older generation males and females.

This is true of both the castes.

7.5 An analysis of the timing and sequential order of
female life-course events has brought out interesting
propositions. It is found that the onset of puberty
interrupts education for most of the Scheduled Caste
females than for Padayatchy females. This has led to
higher ages at completion of education and entry into
job (income earning) among the Padayatchy females than
among the Scheduled Castes. #As a result, a clear diffe~
rence is seen in the female ages at marriage according
to the sequential order of life-course patterns for the
castes. Here it may be noted that the female age at
marriage is lowest (18.5 years for Padayatchy and 16.8

years for Scheduled Castes) among those following the

pattern of Education-Puberty-Marriage, and highest



189

(20.5 years for Padayatchy and 18.2 years for Scheduled
Castes) among those in the pattern: Puberty-Education-
Job-Marriage. On the whole, it may be stated that

longer periods of education and work before marriage

are the two important factors that bring out the caste-
differentials in the timing and sequential order of female

life-course events.

In the case of male egos, Padayatchy males have
higher ages &t completion of education and at entry into
job as compared to Scheduled Caste males. Thif could have
led to higher ages at marriage for Padayatchy males
than the Scheduled Castes. However, the sequential order
of male life-course events is uniform among the males of

both the castes.

7.6 The major determinants of female and male agejat
marriage are clearly brought out by the regression
analysis of cross-sectional, longitudinal and combined
models. The findings of our study, to a greater extent,
is in conformity with the earlier studies that have
analysed the determinants of age at marriage. The
present study reveals that female's educational level
has a positive and significant effect on her age at

marriage and also on her spouse's age at marriage, while
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education of the male neither affects his age at marri-

age nor his spouse's. Here, it may be stated that, the
increasing importance of female education, may be

partly an outcome of changing norms and values regarding
female education, especially continuing education after
puberty. The informal discussion with the study fami-
lies have revealed that the parents no longer fear about
delaying a girl's marriage immediately after puberty.
During the survey we have learnt that, for more than two
decades pre-puberty marriages have virtually disappeared
in the study village. Further, parents are quite aware
of the importance of higher education for females. They
are of the opinion that educating a girl upto a cértain
level would increase her value in the marriage market
and facilitate in fetching a better matrimcnial alliance.
Indepth interviews with the parents reveal that they
prefer a boy who is well educated and employed in a
salaried job as a better match for their daughter and
they feel that educating a girl to certain level is an

important pre-requisite to get such an alliance,

In this context, regression analysis of the
combined model {(cross-section and longitudinal) offers

interesting propositions. The relative influence of
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female education on her age at marriage, net of other
factors in the model, for Padayatchy (+0.371) and
Scheduled Castes (+0.403) is highly significant. In
other words, we may state that there exists a *normative
consensus' across the castes that favours the importance
and value of female education, whose influence is signi-
ficant in determining the age at marriage of a female

and of her spouse.

7.7 The norms and values regarding marriage payments
have also greatly influenced female age at marriage.
Dowry is one such marriage payment, which 1s gaining
popularity in the study village, that has significantly
affected female age at marriage. The relative influence
of dowry (+0.276) on female age at marriage when both
the castes are taken together in the combined model, is
quite significant. Here, it may be stated that non-
rel ational alliances, which are at present in vogue,
could have led to the spread of dowry 1n order to get a
better alliance. Secondly, another possible reason could
be that an upwardly mobile caste uses the payment of
dowry as a means to achieve high family prestige and
social recognition among the higher castes. Thirdly, as

we have observed earlier, if a girl has to be married to
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a well educated salaried job boy, which is the prefe-
rence in many families, the girl's parents will have to
make a higher dowry payment in settling the alliance.
OQur descriptive data on marriages of females suggest
that the above mentioned three reasons are the main
causes for the prectice of dowry which greatly deter-

mines female age at marriage.

Among the castes, the impact of dowry on the
Padayatchy female age at marriage is much stronger than
for the Scheduled Castes. One possible reason could be
that in the social hierarchy the Padayatchy caste ranks
higher than Scheduled Castes, and it may facilitate
comparatively easy upward moblility for the Padayatchy
caste than for Scheduled Castes. Further, since the
Padayatchy caste has higher proportions of females and
males with higher education and better jobs than

Scheduled Caste females and males, the prevalence of a

dowry 1s much more pronounced among the former.

7.8 Marriage cost is an important component of overall
marriage payments made by both bride's and groom's side.

Our study suggests interesting proposition regarding the
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effect of marriage cost on age at marriage. In case of
female marriages, the effect of marriage cost is not
significant; while in case of male marriages, marriage
cost effect is strong and positively significant for
Padayatchy caste and for Scheduled Castes. We assume
fhat the reason for this trend may partly lie in the diff-
erences in customary norms and values of these castes
regarding marriage practice. One possible explanation
could be that since there is a greater prevalence of
“Parw&cam“*among the Padyatchy caste men than among .
Scheduled Castes, the marriage cost for males is signi-
ficant only among the Padayatchy caste. Another possible
reason could be that since Padayatchy males receive a
higher dowry, they may incur a higher marriage cost to

boost their family status and prestige.

In case of female marriages in both castes, marri-
age ceremonies are conducted in the bride's place only.
One possible reason for significant marriage cost effect
on Scheduled Caste female's age at marriage could be
that, all the marriage expenditure is incurred by the

bride's family only. Further, since Scheduled Caste

* Initial gift of money given Dby grQOm's faml;y Fo
bride's family, which may be utilised by bride's
parents for making jewellery and marriage expendi ture
for the bride (Dumont, 1957; Tambiah, 1973).



194

females do not receive, in majority of the cases, any
‘paricam’ from groom’s family to supplement the marri-
age expenditure, the burden is more on the bride's
family. ©On the other hand, we may suggest that to a
certain eXtent, among Padayatchy, the 'paricam' pay-
ment made by the groom's family would supplement the
marriage expenditure for bride's side and thus marriage

cost may not have affected her age at marriage.

7.9 The effects o0f S-wefected longitudinal varia-
bles on female and male age at marriage are also signi-
ficant. For both males and females, their age at '
marriage may be very much delayed if their income adds
to the family economy and helps in educating their
siblings. OCur regression results on male and female

ages at marriage confirms this.

Another family level faétor that has shown posi-
tive and significant influence on female age at marriage,
for the total sample only, is the ego's birth order
awong female born. We may infer that the first born
daughtets tend to marry at an early age than the later
born. It is important to remember that this effect may

be due to the fact that the later born may be from the
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younger generation and also that the female age at
marriage 1is increasing over time. In the case of males,
total male children born has a significant and inverse
relationship with the male age at marriage, in case of

Padayatchy caste and for the total sample.

7.10 In conclusion, we may state that longitudinal
variables do play a major role in explaining variations
in age at marriage, both within and across the caste,
in the case of females and males. Our analysis of the
components of the interval between puberty and marriage
supports the 'causal linkages' of the several inde-
pendent variables with female age at marriage. In addi-
tion, the discussion on the reasons for delay/postpone-
ment of marriages of eligible unmarried females and
males provide us added information in understanding the

dynamics of the marriage decision-making process.
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APPENDIX 5,1

Cumulative Proportion of Women Ever-~Married at

Selected Single Year Ages by Study Variables
- Padavatchy Caste, 1984.

Ei S tud Cumulative Proportion Ever-
. y Variable/Age Married: Age-Cohort
2024 25-29  All Ages
(13-34)
1. Total Sample: 19.0 0.20 0.27 0.32
20,0 0.59 0.56 0.63
21.0 0.78 0.77 0.81
22.0 0,90 0,92 0.92
Sample Size 64 48 250
2. Life-Course Pattern:
a) Pub-Ed-Job-Ma 19.0 0.09 0,13 0.12
20.0 0.48 0.31 0.42
21.0 0.61 0.56 0.59
22.0 0.78 0.81 0.79
Sample size 23 16 72
b) Pub-Ed-Ma 19.0 0,13 0,10 0,17
20.0 0.63 0.40 0.57
21.0 0.81 0.70 0.80
22.0 0.92 0.98 0.93
Sample size 16 10 68
© ﬁi—PUb_JOb_ 19.0 0.18 | 0.27
20.0 0.55 0.69
21.0 0.77 0.91
22.0 1.00 1.00
Sample Size 11 41

contd, ...



(i1)

Appendix 5.1 {(contd...)

Sl Cumulative Proportion Ever-
No. Study Variable/Age Married: Age-Cohort
20-24 25-29 All Ages
(13-34)
d) Ed-Pub-Ma 19.0 0.42 0.62 0.69
20.0 0.75 0.92 0.91
21.0 1.00 1.00 1.00
22.0
Sample Size 12 13 66
3. Education
ap 5 - 8 years 19.0 0.30 0.28 0.37
20.0 0.70 0.80 0.78
21.0 0.92 0.96 0.98
22.0 1.00 1.00 1,00
Sample size 43 25 158
b} 9 -~ 12 years 19.0 0.00 0.11 0.07
20.0 0.38 0.16 0,27
21.0 0.48 0.48 0.49
22.0 0.74 0.77 0.74
Sample size 21 19 77
4, Education after puberty
a) Did not 19.0 0.36 0.50 0.54
Continue 20.0  0.68 0.86 0.83
21.0 0,91 1.00 0.97
22,0 1.00 1.00
Sample size 25 22 111
b) Did continue 19.0 0.00 0.12 0.41
20.0 0.00 0.35 0.46
21.0 0.34 0.62 0.67
22.0 0.74 0.81 0.85
29 26 139

Sample size

contd..



Appendix 5.1 (contd..)

(1ii)

s1. Cumulative Proportion Ever-
No. Study Variable /Age Married: Age-Cohort
20-24 25-29 All Ages
(13-34)
5. Work before Marriage:
a) Did not work 19.0 0,25 0.39 0.46
20.0 0,68 0.70 0.76
21.0 .89 0.87 0.92
22,0
Sample size 28 23 134
b) Did work 19.0 0.00 0.12 0.20
20,0 0.00 0.44 0.53
21.0 0.32 0.68 0.70
22.0 0.96 0,98 0.97
Sample size 36 25 116
6. Land Ownership
a) Landless 19.0 0.31 0.32 0.34
20.0 0.69 0.64 0.64
21.0 0.87 0.81 0.84
22.0 1.00 1.00 0.97
Sample size 13 22 105
b) Did own Land 19.0 0.18 0.23 0.31
20.0 0.57 0.50 0.63
21.0 0.73 0.75 .80
22.0 0.86 0.89 0.89
Sample size 51 26 145
7. Fomily Stability
a) Broken family 19.0 0.30 0.31 0.44
20.0 0.70 0.75 0.78
21,0 0.80 0.87 0.87
22.0 0.96 0.80 0.97
Sample size 14 10 49

contd..



(iv)

Appendix 5.1 (contd..)

Curmulative Proportion Ever-

Sl. Married: Age-Cohort

No. Study Variable/Age

2024 25-29 All Ages
(13-34)
b) Intact Family 19.0 0,16 0.26 0.29
20.0 0.52 0.53 0.59
21.0 0.71 0.76 0.79
22.0 0.86 0.89 0.90
Sample size 50 38 201
8. Birth Order
a) Not an oldest
daughter 19,0 0.13 0.46 0.31
20.0 0.60 0.64 0.66
21.0 0.78 0.81 0.78
22.0 0.90 0.92 0.92
Sample size 39 37 176
b) Eldest daughter :
19.0 0.27 0.27 0.33
23.0 0.56 0.73 0.56
21.0 0.75 1.00 0.87
22.0 0.92 0.91
Sample size 25 11 74
9., Contrilbution tc
Sipling's education
a) Did not con-
tribute 19.0 0.30 0.39 0.48
20.0 0.68 0.75 0.79
21.0 0.86 0.93 0.93
22,0 0.93 1.00 0.98
40 28 157

Sample size

concd, . s



(v)

Appendix 5.1 (condf.)

Cumulative Proportion Ever-
Married: Age-Cohort

51.
No. Study Variable/Age

20-24 25-29 All Ages
(13-34)
b) Did Contribute 19.0 0.04 0.10 0.08
20.0 0.33 0.40 .38
21.0 0.52 0.65 0.61
22.0 0.76 0.85 0.81
Sample size 24 20 93

Note: Categories having sample size less than 10 are

omitted here.



APPENDIX 5.2

Cumulative Proportion of Women Ever-Married at Selected
Single Year Ages by Study Variables - Scheduled Castes,
1984

Cumulative Proportion Ever-
Sl. Married: Age-Cochort
No. Study Variable/Age

20-24 25=-29 All Ages
(13-34)
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
1. Total Sample 17.0 0.17 0.85 0.31
16.0 0.78 0.94 0.73
16,0 0.98 0.97 0.95
20.0 0.98 1,00 0.98
Sample size 41 33 183
2. Life-Course Pattern
a) Pub-Ed-Job-Ma 17.0 0.02 0.02
18.0 0.53 0.40
1¢. 0.94 0.91
20.0 0.94 0.96
Sample size 17 49
b) Ed-Pub-Job-Ma 17.0 0.53 D.22
18.0 1.00 0.77
19.0 0.97
20.0
Sample size 15 61
3. Education
a) 5 - B years 17.0 0.14 0.48 0.17
18.0 0.89 1.00 0.76
19.0 1,00 0.97
20.0
Sample size 28 21 143

contd..



(vii)

Appendix 5.2 (contd..)

w (2) (3) (a) (5)
b} 9-12 years 17.90 0.00
18.0 0.21
19.0 0.81
20.0 0.94
Sample size 24
4, Education after puberty
a) Did not 17.0 0.23 0,57 0.32
continue 18.0 0.95 1,00 0.88
19.0 1.00 0.98
20-0 .
Sample size 22 23 113
b) Did continue 17.0 0.05 0,30 0.06
18.0 0.58 0.80 0.41
19.0 0.95 0.90 0.88
2.0-0 0 .95 }-00 096
Sample size 19 10 70
5. Work before Marriage
a) Did not work 17.0 0.40 0.54
18.0 1.00 0.95
19.0
20.0
Sample size 10 64
b) Did work 17.0 0,10 0.32 0,12
18.0 0.71 0.93 D.62
19,0 0.96 0.96 0.94
20.0 0.97 1.00 0.97
Sample size 31 25 119

contd. .



(viii)

Appendix 5.2 {contd..)

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5).
6. Land Ownership
a) Landless 17.0 0.15 0.48 0.20
18.0 0.78 1.00 0.72
19.0  0.96 0.95
20.0 0.96 0.95
Sample size 27 23 195
b) Did own land 17.0 0.21 0.50 0.25
18.0 0.79 0.90 0.61
19.0 1.00 1.00 0.92
20.0 1.00
Sample size 14 10 58
7. Family Stability
a) Broken Family 17.0 0.07
18.0 0.51
19.0 0.84
20.0 0.84
Sample size 24
p) Intact family 17.0 0.19 0.48 0.22
18.0 0.79 0.97 0.71
19.0 0.97 1.00 0.97
20.0 1.00 1.00
Sample size 37 31 159
8. Birth Order
a) Not an eldest 17.0 0.10 0.36 0.15
daughter 18.0  0.83 0.92 0.69
19.0 0.92 0.96 0.97
20.0 1.00 1.00 1,00
29 25 140

Sample size

contd..



(ix)

Appendix 5.2 (con:fed)

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
bh) Eldest daughter
17.0 0.33 0.40
18,0 0.67 0.67
19.0 0.92 0.91
20.0 0.92 0.91
Sample size 12 43

9, Contribution_ to
Sibling's Education

a) Did not

contribute 17.0 0,27 0.65 0.38
18,0 0.88 0.96 0.84
19.0 0.96 0.96 0.96
20.0 0.96 1.00 0.98
Sample size 26 23 104
b) Did
contribute 17.0 0.00 0.10 0.03
18.0 0,60 0.90 0.51
19,0 1.00 1.00 0.92
20,0
15 10 79

Sample size

Note: Categories having sample size less than 10

are omitted here.




(x)

APPENDIX 5,3

Cumulativg Proportion of Males Ever-Married at
Selected Single Year Ages by Studv Variables -
Padavatchy Caste, 1984,

S1 . Cumulative Proportion Ever-
No. Study Variable/Age Married: Age-Cohort

25-29 30-24 All Ages
{15-39)
1. Total Sample: 25.0 0.06 0.1l6 0.14
26.0 0.23 0.34 0.37
27,0 0.50 0.66 0.65
28.0 0.82 0.94 0.90
Sample size 68 32 260
2. Education
a) 5 - 8 years 25.0 0.19 0.38
26.0 0.51 0.70
27.0 0.65 0.85
28.0 0.83 0.94
Sample size 16 87
b) 9 - 12 years 25.0 0,03 0.08 0,04
26.0 0.16 0.27 0.25
27.0 0.44 0.62 0.56
28.0 0.78 0.92 0.87
Sample size 40 26 146
3. Occupation
X gzgii;ator 25.0 0.12 0,31 0.21
26.0 0.32 0.38 0.45
27.0 0.50 0,77 0.70
28.0 0.89 0.84 0.97
25 13 71

Sample size

contd...



(xi)

Appendix 5.3 (contd,..)

S1 Cumulative Pro '
) portion Ever-
No. Study Variables/Age Married: Age-Cohort
25-29 30«34 All Ages
(15-39)
b} wage Laboursrs
25.0 0.03 0.08 0.14
26.0 0.22 0.42 0.41
27.0 0.45 0.58 0.60
28,0 0.70 1,00 0.87
Sample size 29 12 142
4, Land Ownership
a) Landless 25,0 0.04 0.08 0,14
26.0 0,19 0.50 0.40
27.0 0.55 0.67 0,67
28.0 0.78 1.00 0.91
Sample size 28 12 125
b} Did own land 25.0 0.08 0,20 0.14
26.0 0.26 0.25 0.34
27.0 0.47 0.65 0.64
28.0 0.85 0.90 0.90
Sample size 40 20 135
5. Pamily Stability
0,05 : : 0.06

a) Broken Family 25.0

26.0 0.33 0,28

27.0 0.78 0.77

28,0 1.00 - 1.00
19 43

sample size

contd..



(xid

Appendix 5.3 (contd..)

S .
Né. Study Variable/Age Cumﬁii:;gg;piggfégiggtEver—
25-29 30~34 All Ages
(15-39)
b) Intact Family:25.,0 0.06 0,22 0.17
26.0 0.19 0.43 0.40
27.0 0.38 0.65 0.61
28,0 0.72 0.91 0.86
Sample size 49 23 217
6. Birth Order
a) Not an eldest
soOn 25.0 0.03 0.21 0.14
26.0 0.18 0.50 0.36
27.0 0.47 0,71 0.63
28.0 0.74 0.86 0.82
Sample size 48 14 175
b) Eldest son 25.0 0.15 0.11 0.15
20.0 0.36 0.22 0.39
27.0 0.58 0.61 0.68
28,0 0.97 1.00 0.99
Sample size 20 18 85
7. Contribution
to Sibling' s
Education
) gggtziﬁute 25.0 0.14 0.33 0.32
26,0 0.33 0.58 0.55
27.0 0.79 0.9¢ 0.89
28,0 0,86 1.00 0.95
22 12 108

Sample size

contd..



{xiii)
Appendix 5.3 {conctd,)

S1 Cumulative Proportion Ever-
No. Study Variable/Age Married: Age-Cohort
25-29 30-34 All Ages
(15 - 39
b} Did contribute
25,0 0.02 0.05 0.03
26.0 0.18 0.20 0.26
27.0 0.35 0.50 0.51
28.0 0.79 0.90 0.87
Sample size 46 20 152

Note: Categories having sample size less than 10 are
B omitted here.



(xiv)

APPENDIX 5.4

Cumulative Proportion of Males Ever-Married at

Selected Single Year Ages by Studv Variables -

Scheduled Castes, 1984

Sl
No. Study Variable/Age

Cumulative

proportion Ever-
Married: Age-Cochort

25=29 30-34 AllmAges
(15 -~ 39)
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
1. Total Sample 23.0 0.08 0.21 0.16
24,0 0.28 0.50 0.44
25,0 0.52 0.89 0.80
26.0 0.83 0.93 0.92
Sample size 25 28 140
2. Education
a) 5 - B years 23.0 0.10 0,29 0,20
24.0 0.33 0.62 0.49
25.0 0.62 1,00 0.94
26.0 D.92 0.99
Sample size 21 21 107
bh 9 - 12 years 23.0 0.00
24,0 0.31
95.0 0.63
76.0 0.82
Sample size 28
3. Qccupéation
a) Owner-
Cultivator 23,0 0.08
24.0 0,27
25.0 0.69
26.0 0.84
0.17

Sample slze

contd, eeea



Appendix 5.4 {contd...)

(cv)

Sample

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
b} Wage Labourers
23.0 0.09 0.26 0,18
24,0 0,27 0.52 0.44
25.0 0.55 0.91 0.82
26.0 0.80 0.96 0.92
Sample size 22 23 114
4, Land Ownership
a) Landless 23.0 0.10 0.17 0.16
24,0 0,30 0.56 0.46
25.0 0.50 0.83 0.78
26.0 0.78 0.89 0.89
Sample size 20 18 98
b) ©Did own land 23.0 0.20
24,0 0,43
25.0 0.88
26.0 1.00
Sample size 42
S. Family Stability
a) Broken Family 23.0 0,07
24.0 0.33
25.0 0.75
26.0 0.98
size 40

contd....



(xvi)

Appendix 5.4 (contd..)

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
b) Intact Family:23.,0 0.11 0.21 0.19
24,0 C.28 0.47 0.48
25,0 0.61 0.89 0.83
26,0 0.79 0.95 0.91
Sample size 18 19 100
6. Birth Order
g) Not an eldest
son 23,0 0,06 0.28 0.15
24,0 0.25 0.56 0.39
25.0 0.50 0.94 0.78
26,0 0.79 0.94 0.89
Sample size 16 18 a3
b) Eldest son 23.0 0.10 0.18
24.0 0.40 0.50
25.0 0,80 0.83
26,0 0.90 0.94
Sample size 10 57
7. Contribution to
Sibling's .
Education:
) Eiitgggute 23.0 0.33 0.27
24.0 0.58 0.58
25.0 0.83 0.93
26.0 0.83 0.93
12 59

Sample size

contd..



{xvii)

Appendix 5,4 (conelq.)

(1) (20)

b) Did contribute:
23.0
24,0
5.0
26,0

Sample size

(3)

0.00
0.12
0.35
0.81

17

(4)

0.13
0.44
0.94

16

(5)

0,06
0.31
0.68
0.91

81

Note: Categories having sample size less than 10 are

omitted here.
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