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dowry ranging from 64 per cent in the Case of Padayatchy 

caste and 22 per cent in the case of Scheduled Castes. 

Further, the proportion of females who have paid dowry 

has increased from 14% to 21% and 25% among Padayatchy, 

and from lol/.to 7% and 9% among Scheduled Castes, for 

the age-cohorts of 30-34, 25-29 and 20-24 respectively. 

It is interesting to note that for both the 

castes, the mean age cit marriage is higher among the 

females who have paid a dowry as compared to those who 

have not paid (Table 5.8). Further, across the age­

cohorts, the younger women tend to marry at a later age 

than the older \.omen, 'tihen the samples are classified by 

payment of This is true of both the castes 

(Table 5.8). It is important to note that the mean age 

at marriage for the age-cohort of 15-19 years is biased 

due to age-censoring, since majority of the women in 

this age-group are yet to marry. In terms of female 

education, higher the level of education later the age 

at marriage of females. Further, at all levels of 

education, those females who.have paid dowry married at 

a later age than those who have not paid dowry (Table 5.8). 

It must be noted however that, among the PadaYatchy Caste 
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the effect of education is greater than that of dowry, 

and that the effect of dowry controlled for education 

is relatively larger among those with 9-12 years of 

education. In the Case of Scheduled Castes also, 

education has a greater influence than dowry. While 

considering the ownership of land, the difference in 

female age at marriage by dowry payment is only 

marginal for both the castes (Table 5.8). 

(vi) Life-course Pattern; 

Here an attempt has been made to understand the 

differentials in female age at marriage by life-course 

pattern across the age-cohorts. As observed earlier 

in this chapter, for both the castes, there exists a 

difference in female age at marriage by life-course 

pattern. From Table 5y 9 it can be observed that mean­

ingful inference on female age at marriage across the 

age-cohorts for the respective life-course pattern can 

be drawn only in the case of Padayatchy caste, since 

the respective sample size for the Scheduled Castes is 

small. 
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For both the castes, females with the life-course 

pattern of puberty-educution-job-marriage and puberty­

education-marriage marry at a later age than the others 

(Tilble 5.9). In addition, for lese two life-course 

pattern, the median age at marriage of Padayatchy 

females is marginally higher for 25-29 age-cbhorts ~ 

compared to 20-24 age-cohort. The trend is not clear 

for Scheduled Castes due to smaller sample size 

(Table 5.9). It is interesting to note that among the 

Padayatchy females with Education-Puberty-Marriage 

pattern, the younger women marry at a later age than 

the older women (Table 5.9). On the whole, it may be 

stated that the caste-differences in female age at 

i'larriage is observed in each life-course pattern, while 

no meaningful inference can be drawn for the respective 

age-cohorts due to smaller sample size among the 

Scheduled Castes, in each of the life-course pattern. 

(vii) Family ~evel FActors: 

An analysis of female age at marriage by selected 

family level factors such as family stability, birth 

order (eldest/not an eldest daughter) and the ege's 

contribution to sibling's education, is also attempted 



Table 5.9: Differences in Female Age at !-'larriage by Life-Course Pattern, Family Level 

Factors, Castes and Age-cohorts, 1984. 

Sl PADAYATCHY CASTE SCHEDULED CASTES 
No. Study Variables 

15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 All 
Aoes* 

15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 All ages* 

1. Life-Course Pattern 

a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 

Pub-Ed-Job-ha 
Pub-Ed-Ma 
Ed-Pub-Job-Ha 
Ed-Pub-r.la 
Ed-Job-Pub-Ma 

2. Family Stability 

a. 
b. 

Broken family 
Intact Family 

a 
19.0 

a 
18.0 

a 
a 

3. Birth order amona all 
live blrths 

a. 

b. 

Not an eldest 
daughter 
Eldest daughter 

4. Contribution to 
Sibling's Education 

a. 
b. 

Did not contribute 
Did contricute 

a 
a 

a 
a 

20.2 
19.8 
19.8 
19.3 

19.5 
19.9 

20.8 
20.3 

18.6 

19.3 
19.8 

19.6 19.4 
19.8 19.4 

19.5 
20.9 

19.2 
20.4 

18.0 

18.6 

18.6 
19.2 

18.2 
20.0 

20.5 
19.8 
19.5 
18.5 

19.2 
19.6 

19.4 
19.6 

19.0 
20.5 

a 

18.2 

a 
18.3 

19.3 
18.6 

18.0 
18.6 

18.0 

17.5 

17.5 
17.3 

17.4 
a 

17.0 

17.0 

17.2 

16.6 
17.5 

Note: * Unmarried female egos aged 13 & 14 years are included under 'All Ages' 
a: Not estimated 
"_" indicates cell frequendies less than 10 
For notations used under life-course pattern see Table 5.2, Note-1. 

18.2 
17.4 

17.4 
16.8 
17.6 

18.0 
17.5 

17.6 
17.3 

17.4 
18.0 

I-' 
~ 
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here. Since no clear ttends are being observed for 

family stability and birth order variables, only the 

effect of ego's contribution to sibling's education 

on female Qge 3t marriAge is discussed here (Table 5.9). 

The contribution (income) of female egos for 

their sibling's educdtion is considered here as a 

family level [dctor tllQt influences the female age 

at marriage. The pre~;ent study shows that, the females 

who have contributed to their sibling's education tend 

to marry at a later: age than those who have not 

contributed. For example, in the Case of Padayatchy 

females the difference in median age at marriage 

between those \olho did and did not contribute to their 

sibling's educ3tion is 1.5 year:s and it is 0.6 years 

for Scheduled Castes (Table 5.9). A similar trend is 

observed within each age-cohort, for both the castes. 

However, across the age-cohorts, the difference in 

median age at marriage by contribution to sibling's 

education is narrowing slightly from older to younger 

age-COhort, for both the castes (Table 5.9). This may 

be partly explained by the f;jct that over a period of 

time the female age at marriage has increased and thus 
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a smaller proportion of younger "lomen marry at a given 

age as cornpar·oed to older wo<oen, irrespective of whether 

they contributed to their sibling's education or not 

(Appendix 5.1 and 5.2). 

In summary, in the study village an increase in 

the female age ~t marriage is observed over a period 

of time for both the castes. Across the castes, 

Padayatchy females marry at a later age as compared to 

Scheduled Caste females. Further, differentials in 

female age at marriage are observed for the following 

variables, in case of bot>'1 the castes: Age-cohort, life 

course pattern, years of education, education after 

puberty, work before marriage, payment of dowry and 

contributions to sibling's education. 

HALE EGOS: 

5.6 Trends in Male Age at Marriage: 

Here an attempt is made to study the trends and 

differentials in male age at marriage in the study 

village over a period of time. The sample considered 

for analysis consists of 260 Padayatchy males and 140 

Scheduled Caste males aged 15-39 years at the time of 
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survey. Among the PadaY3tchy males, 110 are ever-married. 

and 150 are unmarried. Similarly among the Scheduled 

Caste males, 80 are ever-married ond 60 are unmarried. 

In order to understand the changing trends in male age 

at marriage the variables such as caste, age-cohort, 

marriage type and year of marriage are considered. 

(i) Caste: 

An analysis of the male egos by both tJ.", castes 

illustrates that the Padayatchy males marry at a later 

age than the Scheduled Caste males. From table 5.10 it 

can be seen that the median age at marriage of Padayatchy 

males is 26.5 years as compared to 24.2 years for the 

Scheduled Caste males. The observed difference of 2.3 

years in the male age at marriage between the castes is 

partly due to the socio-cultural and economic differences 

between them. Further, it may be noted that the propor -

tion of males married at the ages of 25 arid 26 years, 

respectively, are 14 per cent i'\nd 37 per cent for Pada­

yatchy Caste, while for the Scheduled Caste males it is 

as high as 80 per cent und 92 per cent for the respective 

ages (Appendix 5.3 and 5.4). In other words, majority 
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of the Padayatchy males (60 per cent or more) are married 

at the age of 27 years and above; while in the case of 

Scheduled Caste l"iales, majority of them (80 per cent or 

more) are married as early as 25 years of age. 

(ii) Age-Cohort; 

To account for the changing trends in male age 

at marriage over time, the analysis is done by age­

cohorts. From table 5.10 it can be seen that the median 

ages at marriage of younger males is higher than the 

older males. This is true in case of both the castes. 

For examvle, among the l-'adayatchy males the median age 

at marriage for the younger age-cohort of 25-2~ is 27.0 

years, while it is 25.5 years for the older age-cohort 

of 35-39. Similarly among the Scheduled Caste males 

the median ages at marriage for the age-cohorts of 

25-29 and 35-39 are 24.9 and 23.0 years, respectively. 

It is interesting to note that at any given age between 

20-29 years the proportion of ever-married males is 

smaller among the younger age-cohorts (20-24 and 25-29 

years), as compared to the older age-cohorts (30-34 and 

35-39 years). This is true of both the castes 

(Appendix 5.3 and 5.4). Across the castes, it is 

interesting to note that the Padayatchy males tend to 

marry at least 2.0 years later than the Scheduled Caste 

males for the respective age-cohorts. • 
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Table 5.10: Trends in Male Age at Marriage by Castes, 

1984 

81 
No. Study Variable 

1. Total Sample 

2. Age-Cohort 

a. 20 - 24 

b. 25 - 29 

c. 30 - 34 

d. 35 - 39 

3. Marriage Type 

a. 

b. 

Marriages between 
relatives 

Marriages between 
non-relatives 

4. year of Marriage 

a. 1969 - 1973 

b. 1974 - 1978 

c. 1979 - 1983 

Padayatchy 
Caste 

26.5 (260) 

a (69) 

27.0 (68) 

26.4 (32) 

26.5 (32) 

24.8 (20) 

26.0 (90) 

24.4 (25) 

25.5 (30) 

26.1 (55) 

Scheduled 
Castes 

24.2 (140) 

a (39) 

24.9 (25) 

24.0 (28) 

23.0 (14) 

21.6 (11) 

23.8 (69) 

22.4 (20) 

23.3 (25) 

24.0 (35) 

Note: 1. For the variables 1 and 2, the figures are 
median ages at marriage based on combined 
sample of ever-married and unmarried male 
egos aged 15-39 years. 

2. For the variables 3 and 4, the figures are 
mean ages at marriage based on ever-married 
male egos. 

3. Number of observations are in parentheses. 

/ 
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(iii) Marriage type: 

One of the important factors in understanding the 

changing trends in age at marriage is the marriage type. 

By marriage type, here we mean whether the spouse chosen 

for marriage is within the relation or not. From table 

5.10 it can be observed that, on an average, the males 

who are married within the relation marry at an early age 

than those males who are married to a non-relative. It 

is interesting to note that, on an average, the differences 

in male age at marriage by marriage type is 1.2 years 

for Padayatchy Caste as compared to 2.2 years for 

Scheduled Castes. 

(iv) Year of Marriage: 

As one would expect, over time, the male age at 

marriage in the study village has Steadily increased for 

both the castes. Among the Padayatchy males, the mean 

age at marriage haS risen from 24.4 years to 26.1 years 

during 1969-1973 to 1979~p3. In the Case of Scheduled 

Caste males, the mean ages at marriage for the respective 

marriage-year cohorts are 22.4 and 24.0 years (Table 

5.10). Further, it may be noted that, on an average, a 

difference of at least 2.0 years is observed in the male 

age at marriage between the castes, for the respective 

marriage-year cohorts. 
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In sum, over time, the male age at marriage in th e 

study village has steadily increased for both the castes. 

Among the castes, the PadaYatchy males tend to marry at 

a later age than the Scheduled Caste males. Further, 

caste-wise differences in the male ages at marriage are 

also observed across different study variables. To 

further add to our understanding, the differentials in 

male age at marriage by selected study variables has been 

discussed in the following pages. 

5.7 Differentials in Male Age at Marriage: 

(i) Education: 

Here, the years of education completed by the 

male egos is considered to understand the differentials 

in age at marriage by caste and age-cohort. From 

Table 5.11 it can be observed that with an increase in 

the education of males, the age at marriage has also 

increased. This is true of both the castes. For 

example, the age at marriage of males with 5-8 and 9-12 

years of schooling has raised from 25.5 to 26.8 years 

among the Padayatchy and from 24.0 to 24.8 years among 

the Scheduled Castes, respectively. Further, for both 

the castes it can be observed that, at any given age 
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between 25 to 29 years, the proportion o£ ever-married 

males is smaller for higher levels of education as 

compared to 10,ver levels of education (Appendix 5.3 and 

5.4). Since the sample size of each educational level 

by age-cohorts is very small for both the castes, no 

meaningful inference can be drawn regarding the influence 

of education, c0ntrolled for age-cohorts on male age at 

marriage. However, it is important to note that, the 

caste differences in male age at marriage is maintained 

at all levels of education. 

(ii) Occupation: 

In the male life-course pattern, next to education , 

entry into labour force is an important transition that 

may affect the male age at marriage. Here we have consi­

dered the main occupation of the male egos, for its effect 

on their age at marriage. From table 5.11 it can be seeen 

that among the PadaYdtchy males, the owner cultivators 

marry at an early age than those who work for wage or 

salary. In the case of Scheduled Caste males the trend 

is in the reverse order, that is the O\vner cultivators 

marry at a later age than the wage labourers. However, 

it is important to note that the differences in male ages 

at mar{iage by different occupations are only marginal, 

for boi1h the castes. An ar,alysis of occupations by a,ge­

cohort for uncerstanding the male a:;Je at marriage is not 



Table 5.11: Socio-Economic Differentials in Male Age at Marriaae by Caste and Aae-Cohort, 
1984 

Sl PADAYATCHY CASTE SCHEDULED CASTES 
No. Study Variables 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 All 

Aqes* 
20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 All Ages* 

1. Total Sample 

2. Education 

a. 5 - 8 years 
b. 9 - 12 years 
c. 13 years and 

above 

3. Occupation 

a. Owner-Cultivator 
b. vlage Labour 
c. Salaried Job 

4. Land Owner ship 

a. Landless 
b. Did own land 

a 

a 
a 

a 
a 

a 
a 

27.0 26.4 25.5 26.5 

26.0 25.2 
27.0 26.6 

27.0 

27.0 
27.2 
26.8 

26.8 
27.1 

26.3 
26.4 

26.0 
26.6 

25.5 
25.5 

25.5 
25.6 

25.5 
26.8 

26.8 

26.2 
26.5 
26.6 

26.4 
26.5 

a 

a 

a 

1 
a 

24.9 24.0 23.0 

24.6 

24.8 

25.0 

23.6 

24.0 

23.5 
24.1 

22.8 

23.0 

22.7 

Note: * : Unmarried male egos aged 15-19 years are included under 'All ages'. 
a : Not estimated; 

"_" : Indicates cell freduencies less than 10. 

24.2 

24.0 
24.8 

24.6 
24.2 

24.5 
24.2 

I-' 
I\.l 
-.l 
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feasible due to very small sample size in the respective 

categories. 

(iii) Land O\mershi!': 

Among the economic factors, we have considered the 

land owned by the household at the time of ego's marriage 

for analysis. The differences in male age at marriage 

by land ownership is only marginal (Table 5.11). Among 

the Padayatchy Caste, it CCln be observed that the males 

from land owning househ01ds marry at an early age than 

those vlho are frofil land less households and this is also 

true for the respective age-cohorts. In the Case of 

Scheduled CastE males, the trend is not clear due to 

smaller sample size. 

~iv) Dowry: 

vie have considered the ever-married male ego 

sample for understanding the effect of Dowry on age 

at marriage. For tl-,e total sample as a whole, nearly 

47 per cent of the marripd males have received dowry, 

ranging from 58 per cent among Padayatchy and 32 per 

cent aillong Scheduled Castes. The present study illust-

trates that, on an average, the males who have received 

dowrv married dt a later age than those who have not , 
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Table 5.12: Differentials in Male Age at Marriage by 

Dowry and Selected Variables, 1984. 

Sl 
No. Study Variables 

1. Total Sample 

2. Age Cohort 

a. 20 - 24 

b. 25 - 29 

c. 30 - 34 

d. 35 - 39 

3. Education 

a. 5 - 8 yewrs 

b. 9 - 12 years 

c. 13 years and above 

4. Land Owner ship 

a. Landless 

b. Did ovm land 

Did not Receive 
Dowry 

P.c 

24.8 

24.0* 

25.6 

24.9 

24.1 

24.4 

25.4 

Nil 

25.0 

24.6 

S.c 

23.2 

23.7 

23.7 

22.8 

22.4 

23.2 

Nil 

Nil 

23.2 

22.9* 

Did Receive 
DOvlry 

P.C s.c. 

26.1 24.0 

Nil 23.3* 

26.4 24.3* 

26.4 24.0 

25.5 23.0* 

25.2 23.8 

26.3 24.0 

26.3 26.0* 

26.3 24.2 

26.0 23.8 

Note: 1. P.C = Padayatcny Caste; S.C = Scheduled Castes. 

2. The figures are mean ages at marriage based on 
ever-married sample (p.e = 110; S.C = 80). 

3. * indicates cell frequences less than 10. 
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. w 
recelved clqry. For example, the mean ages at marriage 

among the males who received dowry are 26.1 and 24.0 

years respectively for the Padayatchy and Scheduled 

Castes. On the other hund the mean ages at marriage of 

males who did not recE,ived dowry are 24.8 and 24.0 years 

respectively I for the Padayatchy and Scheduled Castes. 

A similar trend has been observed with respect to each 

age-cohorts (Table 5.12). 

(v) Family Level Factors: 

The influence of selected family laid factors 

such as Family stability. Ego's birth order (eldest/ 

not an eldest son), ego's contribution to the sibling's 

education are also studied in relation to male age at 

marriage. Among these variables. Only 'ego's contri-

bution is sibling's education' variable is discussed 

since the effect of other two family level f 2 ctors on 

male age at marriage is only marginal (Table 5.1j). 

In summary, there are differences in male ages 

at marriage by caste, age-cohort, education, dowry, and 

ego's contfibution to siblings education. Further, the 

Padayatchy males have consistantly shown a higher age 

at marriage than the Scheduled Caste males, for the 



Table 5.13.: Differences in !-lale Age at l'1arriage by fami iv level factors caste 

and age-cohort, 1984 

S1. PADAYATCHY CASTE SCHED~2D CASTES 
No. Study Variables 

20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 All 
ages* 

20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 All 
ages* 

1. F ar..il v s tabili ty 

a. Broken Family 26.4 26.2 a 24.4 

b. Intact Family a 27.3 26.3 25.5 26.5 a 24.6 24.2 22.8 24.0 

2. Birth order amon~ 
all live births 

a. Not an eldest son a 27.1 26.0 25.1 26.5 a 25.0 23.8 a 24.3 

b. Eldest son a 26.6 26.6 25.7 26.4 a 24.5 23.2 24.0 

3. Contribution to 
Sibling's Education 

a. Did not contribute a 26.4 25.7 24.0 25.4 a 23.7 23.6 

b. Did contribute a 27.3 27.0 25.8 27.0 a 25.3 24.1 24.6 

Note: * : Unmarried male egos aged 15-19 years are included under 'All Ages'. 

a : Not estimated 

- : Indicates cell frequencies less than 10. 
I-' 
(.oJ 

0 
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respective study variables. However, the influence of 

occupation, land ownership, family stability, and birth 

order variables on male age at marriage is only marginal 

for both the castes. 

MALE AND FEMALE EGOS: PAJ<ENTS AND SPOUSES CHARACTEIU STICS 

5.8 Differentials in Male and Female Age at Marriage· 

bv Background Characteristics; 

Here an attempt is made to study the effects of 

selected backgrOund characteristics pertaining to 

ego's parents and spouse, and egos' age at marriages. 

For the purpose of analysis the following aspects are 

included; parents' education, spouses' education, occu­

pation and work before marriage. Further, we have 

considered only ever-married sample for the analysis 

since the study variables are specific to married 

persons. In addition, the effects of study variables 

on the age at marriage by age-chohorts is not attempted 

here due to small sample size in the respective cate­

gories. 

(i) Parent's Educatio~ 

It can be seen from Table 5.14 that, \vhen the 

parents are illiterates, marriages of sons and daughters 

take place at an early age as compared to those who have 
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educated parents. For example, daughters with highly 

educated fathers (9 years and above) married at an 

age of 19.4 years as compared to daughters whose 

fathers are educated upto 5-8 years only. A similar 

kind of trend is observed within each castes and 

also for son's age at marriage. However, the effect 

of mother's education on sons' and daughters' marriages 

is only marginal. 

(ii) Spouse's Education: 

There are differences in female ages at marriage 

according to husband's educational level. Females 

with highly ec.Jucated husbands (13 years and above) 

have married as late as 19.9 years varying from 20.2 

years for Padaytchy females and 18.0 years for 

Scheduled Castes. The mean ages at marriage of females 

whose husbands are educated upto 5-8 years, are 18.2 

and 16.6 years for PadaYatchy and Scheduled Castes 

respectively (Tablp ~ 14). 

In the Case of male age at marriage, as the 

educational level of the wife, increases the age at 

marriage of the husbdnd also increases (Table 5.14). 

'Ilhen the ... lives are illl terate, the male age at marriage 
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Table 5.14: Parental and Spouse's Characteristics Diffe­
rentials in Age at Marriage by Caste, 
Females and Males, 1984. 

Sl Hean Age at Marriage (Years) 
No. Study Variables 

Female Male 

P.C S.C Total P.C S.C 

1. l'1other' s Education 

Illiterate 
5 - 8 years 

2. Father's Education 

Illi terate 
5 - 8 years 
9 years dnd ctbovc 

3. Spouse's Education 

Illiterate 
5 - 8 years 
9 - 12 years 
13 years and 
above 

4. Husband's Occupation 
Before l-larriaqe 

Wage labour 
Owner-Cultivator 
Salaried Job 

5. vii fa's work before 
l1arriage 

Did not work 
Did viOrk 

Note: NA: Not Applicable. 

18.7 16.8 17.6 
19.3 17.2 18.8 

18.2 
19.0 
19.4 

1-1A 
18.2 
19.1 

16.5 
17.1 

NA 

NA 
16.6 
17.4 

17.4 
18.2 
19.4 

NA 
17.3 
18.7 

20.2 18.0 19.9 

18.4 16.8 17.4 
18.9 17.0 18.4 
19.6 17.4 19.0 

NA 
NA 

NA 
NA 

NA 
NA 

25.5 23.1 
25.5 23.2 

25.4 
25.5 
25.8 

NA 
25.1 
26.3 

NA 

NA 
NA 
Noll. 

22.2 
23.4 

NA 

21.3 
23.3 
24.8 

NA 

NA 
NA 
NA 

25.6 23.3 
25.6 22.2 

p.e: Padayatchy Caste; S.C: Scheduled Caste. 

Total 

24.0 
24.0 

23.3 
24.5 
25.8 

21.3 
24.2 
26.1 

NA 

NA 
NA 
NA 

24.4 
24.8 
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is 21.3 years and it increases to 24.2 and 26.1 years 

when the ~Ii ves years of education increase to 5-8 and 

9-12 years respectively. The trend holds good for both 

the castes. 

(ii) Husband' s Occupation~ 

It is observed that female, the age at marriage 

is higher for those \-Iho have husbands with salaried job 

(19.0 years) as compared to husbands who are owner­

cultivators (18.4 years) and wage labourers (17.4 years). 

The difference in female age at marriage by husband's 

occupation is clear among Padayatchy caste while for 

Scheduled Castes it is only marginal. 

(iii) Wife's I'Jork Before V.arriage: 

The effect of wife's work status before marriage 

on the age at marriage of males is only marginal for the 

total sample as a whole. Ho\<,ever, among the Scheduled 

Castes, we find that, on an average, males marry at an 

early age ",hen married to working women, than those who 

are married to non-working women. 'l'he trend is not 

clear in the case of Padayatchys (Table 5.14). 

5.9 Summary: 

The present stuay brings out the fact that, there 

are differences in the timing and the order of female 



135 

life-course events by caste and age-cohort. It is 

interesting to note that, in the study village the most 

prominent and the most frequently occuring female life­

course pattern is Puberty-Education-Job-hlarriage. One 

of the possible inference of this trend is that conti­

nuing education after puberty and entry into income 

earning job before marriage can be considered as the 

important intervening variable that may delay female 

age at marriage. An analysis of the female age at mar­

riage by the life-course pattern done in this study 

supports this view point. 

In the Case of male egos, differences in the 

timing of life-course events across the caste and the 

age-cohorts. are observed. Iiowever, in terms of the 

sequential order of life-course events, the males in 

the study villa::Jc h,::ve follol-/ed a uniform pattern of 

Education-Job-Search for an alliance-marriage. On the 

~l0le, it may be stated that there exists a difference 

in tIle life-course eVL·nt-transition for both the 

sexes by caste and age-cohort. 
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An an,o,lysis of the trends and differentials 

in age at [liarriClge reveals that, in the study village, 

over the Past fifteen years, there has been a steady 

increase in the ages at marriiige as males and females. 

Among the castes, Padatcychy has sfto ... m higher age at 

marriage uS compared to Scheduled Castes, for both the 

sexes. The major factors that have influenced the 

differences in female age at marriage, within and across 

the castes, are: age-cohort, life-course pattern. 

year s of education, 'continuation of education after 

puberty, work Defore marriage, contribution to siblings 

education, and the amount of dowry paid. The differences 

in male age at nlLlrriClge, by age-cohort, education, 

occupation, contribw.ion to sibling's education, and 

amount of do,-Jry received are relatively small in 

addition, father's education and spouse's education 

have also contributed to differences in female and male 

age at marriage. 

In the following chapter, an analysis of the 

causal effect of the variables discussed above on age 

at marriage , ie, discussed for both till;! sexes separ?tely. 
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C:IAP'rJ:;R VI 

T[ IE: DE'l'ERHINAWl'S UF 1i'r:;;'iALE AI'JD tt.ALE AGE AT FORl'1AL 

J<.riR1UAGE: 

6.1 Introduction 

In this chapter an attempt is made to study, 

using regression analysis, the relative effects of 

cross-sectional and longitudinal variables on female 

and male age at formal marriage. The time reference 

of all variables us(,d 1n the analytical model refers to 

ego's state prior to ilctual marriage. In order to 

arrive at a Illore comprehensive casual model of the deter­

minants of <,,:ge at Illarriuge, for both the sexes, three 

sets of linear regression models arc used. 

The first model includes several cross-sectional 

variables Clnd the s<c;colJd I"odel includes longitudinal 

variables. Later, important cross-sectional and 10ng1-

tidudinal variables are combined into a single mOdel 

to elucidate the total contribution of all variables 

and the relative influence of each variable on age at 

n',arriage. All UJB three models are used for total 

sample, and for P,:,dayatchy and Scheduled Castes separately. 

Definition and unit of measurement of independent 
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Table 6.1: List of Independent Variables: Definition and 
Unit of Measurement 

Sl 
No. Variables 

1. Present Age 

2. J:;ducation 

4. I-iarriage 
cost 

5. J'1arriage 
type 

6. Caste 

7. Occupation 

Definition 

Comple ted year s of age of 
the ego 

Unit of 
Measure­
ment 

(4) 

Years 

Years of schooling completed Years 

Ca sh and kind'" given as 
dOl'i ry 

Cas)) and kind'" spent on 
oonducting ego's 
marriage (excludes dowry) 

Rs. in 
hundreds 

Rs. in 
lJundreds 

Dummy Variable: non-relational 
alliance 1 

Relational 
alliance 

Dummy Variable: Padayatchy 
Caste 

Scheduled 
Castes 

Dummy Variable: Owner-Cultivator 

Yes 

NO 

Wage-Labourer 

Yea 

No 

in comparison wi th salaried job. 

o 

1 

o 

1 

o 

1 

o 

contd •.. 



8. Family 
Stability 

9. Family bize 

10. Total Female 
children 

11. Birth order 

12. Unmarried 
Elder Brother 

13. Unmarried 
Younger 
Brother 

14. Unmarried 
Younger 
Sister 
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DurrllilY Variable: Intact Family 
defined as presence (alive) of 
both parents when ego married; 
and broken Family defined as 
absence (divorced/dead) of one 
or both parents when ego 
rnar.ried. 

'l'ot al number of all surviving 
siblings, vlhen ego married. 

Total number of surviving 
female children, when ego 
married 

Ego's order of birth among 

(a) all surviving children, 

(b) all surviving female 
children 

Dummy Variable: Alive at the 
time of Ego's 
marriage 

Dummy Variable: 

Dummy Variable: 

Not alive at 
the time of 
Ego' 5 marriage 

Alive at the 
time of Ego's 
marriage 

Not alive at 
the time of 
Ego's marriage 

Alive at the 
time of Ego's 
marriage 

Ndlt alive at 
the time of 
Ego's marriage 

1 

o 

Number 

Number 

Number 

1 

o 

1 

o 

1 

o 

contd ...• 
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(Table 6 1 td ) • con .•• 

15. Contribution 
to sibling's 
education 

16. Education 
after 
puberty 

17. Work l~efore 
marriage 

18. Land 

(3) 

DurmrlY Variable: Ego's (income) 
contribution to 
sibling's 
education: 

YeS 

NO 

Dummy variable: Ego continued 
education after 
puberty 

Yes 

No 

Dummy Variable: Did Work 
Did not work 

Land ol-med by the parental 
family, when ego married 

1 

o 

1 

o 

1 
o 

Acres 

"* DOVlry/l'1arriage cost in kind inflated to 1984 price index. 
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variables used in the analysis are listed in Table 6.!. 

Regression results of the determinants of female and 

male age at mar ridge are presented in S~ction A and 

Section B of thi s chapter, 

SECTI01,J A 

TIlE DET£P.; .Il-JAtnS OF i:'t:I.ALE AI:;E AT IIARRIAGE : 

6.2 The Cro5s- Sectic.nal Eodel : 

In this model we 11dve used three sets of 

indepcnden t vari ,j):'l as: Ego char acteri stics (pres(:-n t 

age of ego, eclucation of ego, dowry, marriage cost, 

rnarriage type, and caste); parental characteristics 

(Father's and I,.other's education); and spouse's 

characteristics \HusballC'l's education and occupation). 

l\egression resul ts sLowing the effect of cross-section­

al variables, both vliiliin and across the castes, on 

female age at rrrarriage is presented in Table 6.2 

First we have studied the effect of five ego 

characteristics on female age at marriage. Later, 

parental and spouse characteristics are added to the 
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Table 6.2: Regression results showina the effect of 
cross-sectional variables on female age at 
m3rriage, 1984 

Cross-sectional 
variables 

Standardized Regression 
Coefficients 

Total 
Sample 

Padayatchy 
caste 

Scheduled 
castes 

2go Charclcter i setie s 

1. Present age of Ego 

2. Education of Ego 

3. Dowry 

4. IVlarriage cost 

5. Harriage typl: 

6. Caste 

0.081"* 

0.364 * 

O. 269~' 

0.027 

0.007 

0.369* 

0.191*" 

0.480* 

0.362'" 

-0.030 

-0.270 

0.457" 

0.171* 

0.170 

I. (Ego Characteristics) 

R2: 0.61 

II. (Ego + parental i­
spouse characteristics) 

0.64 
250 

0.53 

0.57 
150 

0.57 

0.63 
100 

Note: 1. * and ** indicate significant at 1% and 5% 
levels,respectively. 

2. "_" denotes the variable is not used in the 
equation. 

3. Standardized coefficients refer to ego chara­
cteristics mCc'lel (I) only. 

4. ~tandardi2ed Coefficient = 

Hegression 
Coefficient 

Standard deviation of independent 
variable (Not contro]lc~) 

Stctndard deviation of dependent 
variable 
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model to under stand the overall influence of all cross-

sectional variE.bles. It is found that a major portion 

of variation is explained by the ego characteristics 

2 
(R =0.61). Hhen parental and spouse characteristics 

are added to the model the improvement in explanatory 

2 power is only 3 per cent (R =U.64). For the total 

sample, the present age, education of ego, dmvry and 

caste are the four major ego characteristics whose 

i 
1nfluence on female age at marriage prove to be positive 

and significant. The impact of parental and spouse 

characteristics, net of other fac"!::0rs, is negligible. 

However, father's education has sho>vn positive and 

significant influence on female age at marriage. In 

sum, among the cross-sectional variables, caste, edu-

cation of ego, dowry and present age, in that order of 

importance, have shown the strongest influence in deter-

mining temale age at marriage. 

Since Padayatchy and Scheduled Castes could have 

differences independent of their soci~-economic condi-

tions, caste-wise analysis of female age at marriage 

has also been attempted. Here, based on the zer·o-order 

correlation, we have omitted the marriage-cost variable 

from analysis for both the castes, since its effect on 
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female age at marriage is negligible. For both the castes, 

a major portion of variation in female 2ge at marriage 

is explained by the ego char~cteristics (Table 6.2). 

Hhen Parental and spouse characteristics are added to the 

model, improvement in the explanatory pO\>ler, for Padayatchy 

and Scheduled Castes ure 4 per cent ill1d 6 per cent 

respectively. Further, for both the castes, none of the 

parental ,_,nd spouse characteristics are found significant 

in influencing female age at marriage. Earlier, we have 

observed similar findings for the total sample as well. 

Among the four ego characteristics, the education of ego, 

dowry, and present age, in that order, has a strong and 

positive influence on the Padayatchy female's age at 

11arriage. In Case of Scheduled Castes, the education of 

ego, present age and dOVlry, in that order, is found signi-

ficant in influencing the female age at marriage. However, 

the education of ego dnd dowry have positive influence on 

female great marriage, Ivhile the present age has negatively 

influenced. 

In sum, it is found that both within and across 

the castes, the ego characteristics explain most of the 

variation in female age at marriage. For the total 

sample, caste followed by education of ego, dOvlrY and 
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me present age are the major ego characteristics that ha ve 

apositive and significant influence in determining female 

age at marriage. For botb the castes, education of ego 

and dowry are the important factors that positively affect 

female age at marriage. In addition, the present age of an 

ego has positive influence on Padaytchy female's age at 

J.larriage, while it negatively influences scheduled caste 
, 

females' age at t1arriage. flE,nce, it could be stated that, 

other things being equal, the higher the level of 

educational attainment of the female. the higher the age 

at marriage. Secondly, across the castes, the higher the 

dOViry paid, the higher the female age at marriage. Thirdly, 

the inverse relationship between the present age and age 

at marriage of the scheduled caste females illustrates 

iliat the females in the older age-group marry at an early 

age than those who are in the younger age-group. However 

in the case of total sample and Padaytchy caste, the present 

age is positively associated with the female age at Harriage. 

This may be partly explained by the fact that i~ the younger 

age-group a higher proportion of Padayatchy females are 

yet to be married as compared to the .scheduled eastes • 

Lastly, parent's education and husband's education and 

occupation do not affect female's age at marriage. Based 
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on the above findings, the following ego cha~acteri­

stics are selected for the combined model; (a) present 

age of ego, (b) Education of ego, (c) Dowry, (d}Caste, 

(e) 11arriage cost, and (f) Narriage type. 

6.3 The Lo n9i tudinal Model: 

As regards the longitudinal variables, we have 

used bolO sets of independent variables: family 

st~ucture variables (family stability, family size, 

total female children, birth orde~ among all children 

and among female born); and life-course variables 

(presence/absence of unmarried elder brother, younger 

brother and younger sister, ego's contribution to 

aibling's education, and ego's education after 

puberty). Although, family structure and life-

course variaDles are complementary to each other, 

they are conceptually different. Henc"" we have 

used both the sets of variables separately in the 

regre~sion analysis. Significant variables from 

both the models are included in the combined model 

as the longitudinal variables. Here, it is important 

to note that, the time reference of all the variables 

considered in the longitudinal model refers to ego's 

state prior to actual marriage. 
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Table 6.3: Regression Results-showing the effects 

of family structure variables on female 

age at marriage, 1984. 

Standardized Regression 
Family Structure Coefficients 
Variables Total Padayatchy Scheduled 

Sample Caste Castes 

1. Family s'I- 1)ili ty -0.035 0.147** 0.090 

2. Famil 0.008 

3. Total female 
children -0.187* -0.011 0.018 

4. Birth order 
among females 
born 0.194 0.224* 0.231** 

R2 0.05 0.06 0.07 

N 250 150 100 

Note: 1) * and ** indicate significant at 1% and 5% 
levels , respectively_ 

2) " " denotes, the vari;:,.ble is not used in the 
equation. 
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Table 6.3 shows regression results of the effect 

of longitudinal variables on female age at mafriage, 

both wi thin and across the castes. For the total 

sample and foil bot.'l the castes, birth order among 

"all children" variable is dropped from analysis, 

since it is highly correlated \vith birth order among 

"female children" variable. In addition, for both 

the castes family size is dropped from analysis, 

since it is highly correlated \~ith "total female 

children" variable. The extent of variation in 

female age at warriage explained by the family 

structure model is 5 per cent for the total sample, 

6 per cent for Padayatchy and 7 per cent for Scheduled 

Castes. Both within and across the castes, the 

influence of ego's birth order among female born on 

her age at marriage is positive and significant. 

}'or the total sample an add.itional variable, namely, 

"total female children" is Significant and inversely 

related to female age at marriage. Similarly, for 

Padayatchy Caste, family stability (broken/intact 

family) is an additional variable whose influence 

on female age at marriage is positive and significant. 

This could be partly explained by the fact that, the 
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daughters who come from families with both the 

parents alive are mome likely to have younger 

Parents, and therefore they may be from a younger 

generation than those daughters who come from 

families \vi th only one parent alive. Accordingly, 

since age at marriage has been increasing, we would 

expect daughters with both parents alive to marry 

at an older age than daughters with one parent 

deceased. 

Among the five life-course variables, two 

variations, namely, I-Jresence/absence of unmarried 

elder bro~1er and youn~er sister are dropped from 

regression analysis. The reason being that on the 

basis of zero-order correlation, the effect of the 

above mentioned two variables on female age at 

marria~e is negligible. Regression results of life 

-course variables' effect on female age at marriage 

is presented in Table 6.4 
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Table 6.4: Regression results shO\~ing the effect of 

Life-Course variables on female age at 

marrii:lge, 1984. 

Life-Course 
Variables 

Standardized Regression 
Coefficients 

1) _ resence/c,bser,,_,-, 
of unIT,u d 

'rotal 
Sample 

younger J~J.other O,,235 i: 

2) Contribution to 
sibling's 
education 0.129* 

3) Education after 
puberty O. 387\~ 

0.28 

N 250 

Padayatchy 
Caste 

0.101 

0.319 

0.430* 

0.38 

150 

Note: * indicates significant at 1% level. 

Scheduled 
Castes 

0.101 

0.224* 

0.454,1-

0.33 

100 



151 

2 
The R value of 0.28, for the total sample 

shows that three of the life-course variables to-

gether explain 28 per cent of variation in female 

age at marriage. For Padayatchy and Scheduled Castes, 

the variation in female age at marriage explained by 

the life-course variables are 38 per cent and 33 

per cent respectively. 

Both within and across the castes, ego's 

education after puberty has a strong and positive 

influence on female age at marriage. Similarly, ego's 

contribution to sibling's education has d positive 

and significant influence on her age at marriage. 

This is true for the total sample ...!nd for both the 

castes as vlell. An additional variable for the 

total sample, namely, presence/absence of an 

unmarried younger brother has also shown a positive 

and significant influence on female age at marriage. 

In sum, the major longitudinal variables that 

significantly affect female age at marriage are (a) 

total female children, (bl birth order among female 

born, (cl presence/ahsence of an unmarried younger 

brother, (d) contribution to sibling's education, and 
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(e) education after puberty. All these five longi-

tudinal variables are selected to be included in 

the combined model. 

6.4 The Combined Hodel: 

In order to arrive at a more comprehensive 

causal model of the determinants of female age at 

marriage, selected cross-sectional and longitudinal 

variables are combined into a single model. Thus, 

regression equation of the combined model assumes 

the following form: 

where, Y
i = female age at formal marriage 

Xl = present age of ego 

X2 = education of ego 

X3 = Dowry 

X4 = l'larriage cost 

Xs == l1arriage type 

X5 = Caste 

X7 = Total female children 

Xs == Birth order among female born 

X = Unmarried younger brother (presencel 
9 absence) 

X10 = Contribution to sibling's education 
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The regression analysis of the above form is carried 

out both wi thin and across the castes. Here, it is 

important to note that one of the significant longi­

tudinal variables, namely, education after puberty is 

omitted in the combined model, since it is highly 

correlated with education of ego variable (0.750). 

Further, ,-Ie retained education of ego variable in 

the model, since its zero-order correlation coeffi­

cient (0.600) is higher than education after puberty 

variable (0.380), in relation to female age at 

marriage. 

The amount of variation in female age at marriage 

explained by the combined model for the total sample 

is 64 per cent, for the Padayatchy easte, 56 per cent 

and for the Scheduled Castes 62 per cent. It is 

interesting to note that the explanatory power of 

the combined model is better than that of cross­

sectional and longitudinal models. It is true in 

case of the total sample and for both the castes. 

The major cross-sectional and longitudinal 

variables under the combined model that show signifi­

cant positive impact on female age at marriage are' 



154 

Table 6.5: Regression results sl1m'ling the combined 
effect of selected cross sectjonal nnd 
lonaitudinal variables on female age at 
marricge, 1984. 

Sl 
No. Selected Variables 

Standardized Regression 
Coefficient 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Present age of 
Ego 

Education of Ego 

DOvJrY 

Marriage cost 

Narriage type 

Caste 

'rotal female 

Total 
sample 

0.302~ 

0.276 ': 

0.027 

-0.018 

0.313* 

children -0.021 

8. Ego birth order 
among female born 0.080** 

9. Unmarried younger 
brother -0.022 

10. Contribution to 
sibling's 
education 

[(2 

1'! : 

0.179* 

0.64 

250 

Padayatchy Scheduled 
caste Castes 

0.200* -0.286" 

0.371* 0.405* 

0.335 0.191* 

-0.050 0.153* 

-0.067 0.081 

0.106 -0.018 

-0.111 0.130* 

0.246* 0.148* 

0.56 0.62 

150 100 

Note: 1) '" and ** indicate significant at 1% and 5j; 
level, respectively. 

2) " " denoteS, the variable is not used in the 
equation. 
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Present age of ego, education of ego, dowry and 

contribution of sibling's education. For the total 

sample and for both the castes, the above findings 

hold true. FUrther, caste and ego's birth order 

among the females are two additional variables 

whose influence are positive and significant for 

the total sample. Within the caste, only for 

Scheduled Castes, the marriage type and the presence 

of unmarried younger brother variables prove to be 

positively significant while for the PadaYatchy 

Caste it is not significant. The relative influence 

of each variable in the combined model is studied by 

using the values of standardized regression coefficient. 

Education of ego, dowry and present age of ego are the 

three most important cross-sectional variables that 

have consistently shown the strongest influence on 

female age at marriage, both within and across the 

castes. However, the influence of marriage type 

proves to be the strongest for Scheduled Castes and 

not for the total sample and Padayatchy Caste. 

Among the longitudinal variables in the 

combined mOdel, contribution to sibling's education 

is the single most important variable whose positive 

influence on female age at marriage is significant 

within and across the castes. The relative influence 

of presence/absence of unrnarried younger brother is 

positively significant for the Scheduled Castes, but 
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Table 6.6: Comparison of cross-sectional, Longi­
tUdinal and Combined models: Female age 
at Marriage, 1984 

Significant Variables Coefficient of 2 
Determination (R) 

I. CROSS SECTIONAL MODEL 

(Education of 1:: go , Dow'ry, 
Present Age of Ego, 

Total 
sample 

Caste) 0.61 

II • LONGITUDIW,L l·jODEL 

a) Family ;:;tructure 
Variables 

('l'otal Female Children, 
Birth Order among 
Female born) 0.05 

b) Life-Course Variables 

(Unmarried Younger Brother, 
Contribution to Sibling's 
Education, education 
after puberty) 0.28 

III. COMBINED MODEL 

( Education of Ego, Dowry, 
Present Age of Ego, Caste, 
Unmarried Younger Brother, 
Ego's birth order among 
Female Born, Contribution 
to Sibling's Education) 0.64 

Pada­
yatchy 
caste 

0.53 

0.06 

0.38 

0.56 

Sche­
duled 
castes 

0.57 

0.07 

0.33 

0.62 
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not significant for t:he total sam[)le and Padayatchy 

Caste. 

In sum, it may be stated that the variables which 

are significant for separate cross-sectional and 

longitudinal models are found to be significant in 

the combined model as well. However, two variables 

that are found significant in the longitudinal model 

namely total cbildren born and the presence of 

unmarried younger brother are found not significant 

in the combined I'lodel. Similarly, ego's birth order 

among the female born is significant for both the 

castes in the longitudinal model and not significant 

in the combined model. It is interesting to note 

that, when selected longitudinal variables are added 

to the cross-sectional (ego characteristics) model, 

the explanatory power increases by 3 per cent for 

the total sample, varying from 3 per cent for 

Padayatchy and 5 per cent for Scheduled Castes. 

Comparison of the major findings of all three mOdels 

are presented in Table 6.6. 
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On the whole, the present study suggests 

that cross-sectional variables such as education of 

ego, dowry, present age of ego and caste are the 

major determinants of female age at marriage. 

Secondly, independent of cross-sectional variables, 

the effect of longitudinal variables such as a 

total female children, ego's birth order among 

female born, presence/absence of unmarried younger 

brother, ego's contribution to sibling's education 

and continuation of education after puberty are also 

significant in determining female age at marriage. 

Finally, it may be suggested that for·a comprehensive 

causal model of the determinants of female age at 

marriage, it is necessary that longitudinal variables 

should be included along with the cross-sectional 

variables. 

6.5 Components of the Interval Between Puberty and 

Age at Marriage: 

One of the main objectives of the study is to 

analyse lthe process of decision-making of female 

marriages. In this regard an attempt has been made 

to analyse the gap between puberty and marriage in 

terms of its components, namely, training/preparatory 

period, search period, negotiation period and 

engagement period. Then,the female age at marriage 
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can be written by its compo.nents in the following 

form: 

Female age at '" 
marriage 

Age at puberty + training perio.d + 
search period + nego.tiatio.n period+ 
engagement period. 

On an average, the age at puberty amo.ng the 

samplffistudied is 13.3 years and no marked 

difference is observed across the castes. Thus, in 

o.ur analysis age at puberty is held constant, and it 

facilitat~s comparison of puberty-marriage period 

within and across the castes. In the present study, 

training/preparatory period refers to the time inter-

val between puberty and the starting of search for 

suitable alliance. During this period girls are 

expected to. learn the skills of househo.ld management 

and other activities, which they would have to. 

manage independently after marriage. The time taken 

for selecting an alliance is referred as search period. 

After selecting the alliance till settlement of 

alliance, the time gap is defined as negotiatio.n 

period. After settlement till the formal marriage 



Table 6.7: The Interval Bet\-Ieen Puberty and harriaae by its Component 

Periods, 1984. 

Components o~ Puberty­
~arriage Period 

I. PADAYATCEY CASTE 

1. Trair.in9/Preparato~y 
Period 

2. Search Period 

3. Negotiation Period 

4. Engagement Period 

II. SCHEDULED CASTES 

1. Training/Preparator)~ 
Period 

2. Search Period 

3. Negotiation Period 

4. Engagement Period 

Av~rage :JUriiDer of l'-~onths 

15-19 20-24 25-29 30-3~ All 
Aaes 

54 

16 

1.8 

1.0 

44 

16 

1.2 

1.0 

50 

18 

1.7 

1.0 

41 

15 

0.9 

0.7 

47 

18 

1.0 

0.4 

39 

15 

0.3 

0.3 

42 

20 

1.0 

0.4 

36 

14 

0.3 

0.3 

50 

18 

1.4 

0.6 

40 

15 

0.6 

0.5 

Note: 1. Both ever-married and eligible unmarried egos are used to 
calculate the averages • 

. 2. Under search period, the unmarried egos are less than 10 for 
both the castes. 

~ 

'" o 
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is conducted. the time gap is referred as engagement 

period. Here it is important to note that search 

period is absent in Case of relational alliance, 

since no formel search for alliance is observed. The 

unit of measurement for all the periods referred 

above is month. For analysis, we have considered 

combined sample of ever-married and unmarried females 

by age-cohort, for both the castes. 

On an average, the interval between puberty and 

marriage is about 5 to 6 years for Padayatchy females 

and nearly ~.5 years for Scheduled Caste females. 

The mean length of cOlnponents of puberty-marriage 

per iod is presented in Table 6.7. Among both the 

castes nearly 2/3 of the interval is spent on 

preparatory/training period, while 1/3 is spent on 

search period. Tl1e time spent on negotiation and 

engagement is very negligible. 

It can be argued that longer preparatory/train­

ing period for u. ,narric,j girl is viewed by their 

parents as necessary to prepare the girl for married 
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life. This period is effectively used by the 

parents to train their daughters with regard to 

houseJ10ld management. Further, it allows the girl to 

gain the required mental maturity, bio-physical 

strength to lead 1116ri tal life and al so the capacity 

to learn and understand the family and social life. 

It is importcmt. to note that the Padayatchy 

females spent longer time in training/preparatory 

period than the s SCheduled Caste. This caste 

differentals in training/preparatory period is also 

seen by respective age-cohort of the castes (Table 

6.7). Within the caste an increase of 1.0 year 

for Padayatchy and 0.6 year for Scheduled Caste in 

the training period is observed from older to younger 

age cohort of 30-34 6nd 15-19 years. This would mean 

that over time the age at which search for an 

alliance starts \-Iould also increase. This is time in 

the case of both the castes (See Table 5.1). 

Thus, our study suggests that, by and large, the 

delay in female ac'e at marriage is mainly due to the 

lengthening of the training and search periods. 

Hence, in the following paragraphs various independent 
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variables that are considered under the determinants 

of female age at marriage are studied in relation to 

components of puberty-marriage period as well. 

6.6 Regression AnCllysis of the Puberty-Marriage 

Components: 

Since, the female age at marriage is a direct 

outcome of the length of interval between puberty and 

marriage, here, an attempt is made to analyse the 

effects of maj or determinants of female age at 

marriage, on the components of puberty and marriage 

interval. vlhile analy sing the components of the 

interval between puberty and age at marriage, we have 

considered only non-relational marriages and omitted 

relational marriages. The reason bein~;(a) search 

period is absent among relational marriages, (b) the 

sample sLoe of relational marriages is very small to 

carry out any meaningful analysis (for Padayatchy 

30 and for Scheduled Castes 20), and (c) we have 

found that, marriage type (non-relational/relational 

marriages) do not show any significant effect on 

female age at marriage (refer Table 6.5). Hence, 
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the total sample considered for analysis is 200 

non-relational marriages conSisting of 120 Padayatchy 

females and 80 Scheduled Caste females. Since 

training/preparatory and search periods cover the 

major portion of interval between puberty and 

marriage, analysis of negotiation and engagement 

periods are not discussed here. 

A. Trainino/Preparatory Period 

The regression model used for analysing the 

variation in training/preparatory period includes 

the follol'ling nine independent variables; Present 

age of ego, education of ego, work before marriage, 

Ca ste, 1 cmdowned, family si "e, total female children, 

birth order among all children and among female born. 

The model specified explains 66 per cent of variation 

in training/preparatory period, for total sample. 

For Padayatchy and Scheduled Castes, the variation 

explaineu by the mouel are 11 per cent and 36 per 

cent respectively. By the values of standardized 

regression coefficients relative influence of signi­

ficant (at 1% level) variables are listed below: 
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Significant Total Padayatchy Scheduled 
Variables Sample caste castes 

1. Education 
of ego 0.201 0.205 0.469 

') 
<... Caste 0.763 (NOT APPLICABLE) 

3. Present age -0.089 -0.061 -0.094 

For the total saml=lle, the effect of caste is the 

strongest and positively significant in explaining 

the variation in training/r,reparatory period. Both 

wi thin and across caste.'3 the inf luence of ego IS 

education on training/"reparatory period has strong 

and positively cigniiicant effect. It is obvious that 

with increasing duration of education, preparatory 

period is prolonged. However, it is not clear from 

our analysis vlhether the Illotive for higher education 

fe is to postpone marriage (bi prolonged preparatory 

period) or due to changing social norms regarding 

female education like continuing education after 

puberty. In addition to education, the present age 

of ego has chO\m an inverse relationship with the 

training/preparatory period both within and across 

the castes. 
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3. Search Period; 

While analysing the search period, in addition 

to the nine independent variables considered under 

preparatory period, dOHry is also included in the 

analysis. In addition, since the preparatory period 

Hould define the 'proper age' for a girl, to start 

looking for matrimonial alliances, He have included 

the preparatory period itself as an independent 

variable in dna lysing the s~arch period. 

For total sdmple, the variations in search period 

explained by all variables included in the model is 

44 per cent. The relative influence of significant 

variables by st~ndardized coefficients are as 

folloHs: 

a) dowry (0.537); b) caste (0.320); c) training period 

(-0.216); d) present age (0.211); e) education of ego 

(0.181); and f) land O\med (-0.143). 

It is interesting to note that the training 

period is inversely related to search period, that 

is, the longer the trdining period, the shorter the 

search period. FurtJ1er, none of the family structure 

variables are significant in influencing the search 

period. 
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In the caste-wise analysis, the variations in 

search period explained by all variables included in 

the model are 60 per cent and 44 per cent, respect­

ively, for Padayatchy and Scheduled Castes. Education 

of ego, dOvlrY and present age are the three common 

factors for bo th the castes that exhibit positive 

and significant influence on search period. Land 

owned and training period are Significant and inVersely 

related to search per iod in case of to·tal sample and 

for both the castes. 

The relative influence of significant variables, 

by standardized coefficients, for Padayatchy '·astes 

are as follo\-Is: (a) Dowry (0.360); (b) Education of 

ego (0.261); (c) Training Period (-0.196); (d) Present 

Age of ego (0.111) and (e) Land owned (-0.093). The 

si,]nificant variables ".,ith strong inference on search 

period for Scheduled Castes are as follows: (a) Dowry 

(0.449); (bl Pr~sent age of ego (0.390); (c) Education 

of ego (0.29'3); (d) Training Period (-0.233); and 

(e) Land owned (-0.079). 
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In sum, most of the cross-sectional (ego chara­

cteristic) variables show significant influence on 

search period. Secondly, the influence of family 

structure variables on search period is inconclusive. 

Further, the length of training/preparatory period is 

significant and inversely related to search period. 

6.7 Summary 

Female education and dowry are the two major 

factors which lengthen the interval between puberty and 

marriage, and in turn affects the female age at marriage. 

This finding is well supported in our analysis of cross­

sectional, and combined models of determinants of female a~e 

at, marriage. This is true of both Padayatchy and 

Scheduled Castes. Further, present age of ego is an 

additional vari a 01e whose effect is significant in 

understanding female age at marriage. Among the family 

structure vu(iables, total children born, birth order 

among female born, are the two significant determinants 

of female age at rnarrioge. Among the life couJ:se variables, 

the effect of contribution to sibling's education has 

consistently sj-,r)',;n strong effect on raising the female 

age at marriage, both vJithin and across castes. 
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In conclUsion, our study suggests that the 

cross-sectional (ego characteristic) variables are the 

major determinants of female age at marriage. Secondly, 

selected family level variables are also found signifi­

cant in raising the female age at marriage. Thus, 

incl~sion of longitudinal variables with cross-sectional 

variables in the model provides better understanding of 

the determinants of female age at marriage. While 

analysing the in terval be"tl-Ieen puberty and age at 

marriage, it is found that prolonged training/prepara­

tory period and search period delaYS female age at 

marriage. Variables such as education of ego, dowry 

and present age vihich are found to be significant deter­

minants of female age at marriage have also affected 

the interval between l)uberty and age at marriage through 

its component periods. Hence, it may be stated that 

there i"oxists a scope for more comprehensive analysis 

involving cross-sectional and longitudinal variables to 

evolve a more meaningful causal model of determinants of 

female age at Illarriage. 
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SECTION _ B 

The Determinants of Male Ace at Marriage 

Demographic research on age at marriage is mostly 

concerned with female marriages and little attention is 

paid in analysing the determinants of male age at 

marriage. Since female and male ages at marriage could 

be complementary to each other in their effect, an 

attempt is made here to study the major determinants of 

male age at marriage as well. Regression analysis is 

carried out, within and a~ross the castes, for crc_w-

sectional, longitudinal and combined models. On the 

whole, we have considered 190 male marriages consisting 

of 110 Padaydtchy males and 80 Scheduled Caste males. 

6.8 The Cross-Sectional Model: 

Several independent variables considered in the 

cross-sectional model include ego characteristics 
e~0:1 

(present age of~education of ego, occupation of ego, 

dowry, marriage cost. marriage type and caste), 

parental characteristics (father's and mother's edu­

cation), and spouse characteristics (wife's education 

and work before marriage). Regression results showing 

the effect of cross-Kectional variables Dn male age at 
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marriage is presented in Table 6 0 8 for total sample 

and for each caste. 

It is found that a major portion of variation in 

male age at marriage is explained by the ego and spouse 

characteristics (1<.2 := 0.79 for total sample). When 

father's and mother's education are included in the 

model, they are nei ther found significant nor do they 

improve the explanatory po\o,er of the model. Hence, 

we have not considered the parental characteristics for 

further analysis, both within and across the castes. 

Among the variables considered, for the total sample, 

caste, present age of ego, dowry, marriage cost and 

marriage type in e1at order, are the major ego chara-

cteristics that have strong and positively significant 

influence on male age at marriage. The two spouse 

characteristics, namely, wife's education and work 

status (did/did not work) before marriage are positive 

and significant in determining ego's (male) age at 

marriage. 

In order to understand the variation in male age 

at within castes, we have attempted caste-wise analysis 

of the cross-sectional model. For Padayatchy and Scheduled 

Castes, the variations in male age at marriage explained 

by the cross-sectional model are 69 per cent and 70 per 

cent, respectively. For both the castes, dowry, present 
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Table 6.8; ]<eoression results showing the effect of 
cross sectional variables on male age at 
marriage, 1984 

standardized Regression 

Cross-sectional Coefficients 

Variables 
Total Padayatchy Scheduled 
sample Caste Castes 

l. Present age of 
Ego 0.307* 0.290* 0.211* 

2. Education of Ego -0.042 -0.019 -0.089 

3. Occupation of Ego 
(wage-labour) -0.057 -0.118 0.043 

4. Dowry O. 221~1 0.320* 0.256* 

5. Marriage cost 0.100** 0.191''< 0.008 

6. Marriage type 0.053* -0.143 0.279* 

7. Caste 0.356(1 

8. Wife's education 0.336* 0.287* 0.344* 

9. vlife' s work before 
marriage 0.171* 0.192~r 0.242* 

R2 0.79 0.69 0.70 
N 190 110 80 

Note: 1. * and ** indicate significant at 1% and 5% 
levels, respectively. 

2. " " denotes, the variable is not used in the 
equation. 
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age of ego, wife" s education and work before marri-

age are found positively significant in influencing 

male age at marriage. In addition, for Padayatchy 

Caste the influence of marriage cost variable is 

found positively significant in affecting male age at 

marriage, but not significant for the Scheduled Castes. 

Similarly, marriage type is an additional variable 

that has positively significant influence on male age 

at marriage only for Scheduled Castes and not for 

Padayatchy Caste. 

In sum, the major determinants of male age at 

marriage, both within and across the castes are dowry, 

present age of ego, wife's education and work before 

marriage. In addition, caste, marriage cost and 

marriage type are significantly related to male age at 

marriage when both the castes are taken together. 

Hhile within-Caste analysis reveals that marriage cost 

is significant for Padayatchy and not for Scheduled 

Castes and marriage type (non-relational/relational 

alliance) is significant for Scheduled Castes and not 

for Padayatchy Gaste. Hence, it may be concluded that 

most of the cross-sectional variables are significant 

and strongly influence male age at marriage. 
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6.9 The Longitudinal Hodel: 

In the longitudinal model we have considered two 

sets of independent variables: family structure varia­

bles (family stability, family size, total male 

children, and birth order among all children and among 

male born), and life-course variables (presence/absence 

of unmarried younger brother and younger sister, and 

ego's contribution to sibling's education). After 

controlling for multi-collinearity between the independ­

ent variables and omitting variables that show lower 

simple correlation values with male age at marriage, we 

have considered the fo110\"1ng longitudinal variables for 

analysis: total male children, birth order among male 

born, presence/absence of unmarried younger sister, and 

ego's contribution (income) to sibling's education. 

Regression results showing the effect of longitudinal 

variables on male age at marriage within and across the 

castes, are presented in Table 6.9. 

For the combined sample of both the castes, the 

longitudinal variables explain only 18 per cent of 

variation in male age at marriage. When caste-wise 

analysis is cjrried out,the variations in male age at 
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marriage explained by the longitudinal variables 

are 30 per cent and 22 per cent, respectively for the 

Padayatchy and Scheduled Castes. 

Table 6.9: Regression results showing the effect of 

lonoitudinal variables on male age at 

marriage,_~. 

Longitudinal Variables 

1. Total male born 

2. Birth (nder among 
male born 

3. Unmarried younger 
sister 

4. Contribution to 
sibling's education 

R2 

N 

Standardized Regression 
Coeffi cients 

Total 
Sample 

-0.170** 

0.033 

-0.086 

0.451* 

0.18 

190 

Padayatchy 
caste 

-0.315* 

0.125 

-0.114 

0.584* 

0.30 

110 

Scheduled 
Castes 

-0.251** 

0.065 

0.036 

0.429* 

·0.20 

80 

'f' t at lO~ and 5°~ Note: * and ** indicate signl lean ~ ~ 
levels, respectively. 
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Ego's (income) contributiQn to sibling's educa­

tion is the single most important variable that has 
Po~v~ 

ShO\offi/.. signifl.cant influence on male age at marriage, 

both within and across the castes. In addition, the 

variable, total male children, is significant and inversely 

related to male age at marriage. This is true both in 

case of the total sample, and for each of the 

Padayatchy and Scheduled Castes. 

In sum, the explanatory power of the longitudinal 

model is marginal, in comparison with the cross-sectional 

model. HOWiever, in order to under stand the joint 

effect of both the models, nine of the cross-sectional 

variaDles and four of the longitudinal variables are 

combined into a single model. 

6.10 The Combined Model: 

Earlier we have observed that most of the varia-

tion in male age at marriage is explained by cross-

sectional model, and moderately by longitudinal model. 

Here, we have combined both the models and the results 

are encouraging. The amount of variation in male age 

at marriage explained by the combined model, for total 

sample is 83 per cent, for the Padayatchy Caste it is 

70 per cent and for ~1e Scheduled Castes 76 per cent 

(Table 6.10). Here, it malT be stated that the explanatory 

power of the com~ined model is better than that of 
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cross-sectional and longitudinal models. It is true 
tt\2.. 

in case o~total sample and for both the castes. 

I 

Table 6.10: Kegression Results Showing the Combined 

effect of Cross-sectional and Longitudinal 
variables on 1'1ale Age at Marriage, 1984 

Selected Variables Standardised Regression 
Coefficients 

~,---::--

Total ',dayatchy Scheduled 
sample ~aste Castes 

1. Present age of ego 0.303* 0.312* 

2. ~ducation of Ego -0.031 -0.008 

3. Occupation of ego -0.037 -0.107** 
( wage-labour) 

4. Dowry 

5. Marriage cost 

6. Marriage type 

7. Caste 

8. Wife's education 

9. Wife's work uefore 
marriage 

0.200'1: 0.271* 

0.110** 0.166* 

0.033 

0.368'1' 

0.268* 

0.147* 

-0.163 

0.209* 

10. Total male children -0.087* 

0.196* 

-0.175* 

11. Birth order among 
male born 

12. Unmarried younger 
sister 

13. Contribution to 
sibling's edn. 

R2: 

N : 

0.020 0.042 

0.008 -0.035 

0.150* 0.239* 

0.83 0.70 

190 110 

0.260* 

-0.084 

0.091 

0.192* 

0.058 

0.259* 

0.304* 

0.173* 

-0.081 

-0.004 

0.066 

0.165* 

0.76 

80 

Note: (1) * and ** indicate significant at 1% and 5% 
levels, respectively. 

(2) "_" denotes, the variable is not used in the 
equation. 
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The major cross-sectional and longitudinal varia­

bles in the combined model that have shown the strongest 

and positively sigrlificant influence on male age at 

marriage are; dowry, vlife's education, wife's work 

before marriage, and ego's contribution to sibling's 

education. For total sample, and for both the castes, 

the above findings hold true. Caste and marriage cost, 

dre two a.~cJitional variables that are significant and 

positively affect male age at marriage for the total 

sample. Hhile \-li thin caste, marriage cost is positively 

significant, only for Padayatchy Caste and not ~~ 

SchedUled Castes. On the other hand, marriage type is 

positively significant, only for S~heduled Castes and. 

not for Padayatchy Caste. One of the significant 

family structure variables, namely, total male children 

is inversely related to male age at marriage in Case of 

the total sample and for the Padayatchy Caste, but shows 

no signific.,mt impact for Scheduled Castes.-

In sum, it is interesting -to note that, the varia­

bles found significont for separate cross-sectional and 

longitudinal model- are also found significant in the 

combined model. Fu~ther, when longitudinal variables 
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are added to the cross-sectional model, the explanatory 

power incre,lses by 4 per cent for the total sample, 

varying irom 1 per cent for the Padayatchy and 6 per cent 

for the 5cheduled Castes. Comparison of the major 

findings of all three models are presented in table 6.11. 

Table 6.11; Cor:lJ)arison of cross-sectional, longitudinal 

and combined models; Male age at marriage, 

1984 

Significant 
Variables 

I. CROSS-SECfrOl'Ji,L i',ODEL 

(Dowry, Fresent 0.ge of!;­
ego, .~arriage Cost, 
j·larr lage Type, Caste, 
Wife's Education and 

Coefficient20f Determi­
nation (R) 

Total 
Sample 

Padayatchy 
Castes 

Scheduled 
Castes 

"Iork Before l"iarr iage) 0.79 0.69 0.70 

II. LuiK;rTuDHiAL ['.ODEL 

(Total male child' n 
and contribution 
sibling's educat 

III .CGl!.BIl~ED l';ODEL 

(Dowry, Present ~ge 
of ego, ~arri0.ge Cost, 
Caste, Harriage type, 
Wife's education and 
W~rk before marriage, 
total male children 
and contribution to 
sibling's education) 

0.18 0.30 0.20 

0.83 0.70 0.76 
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On the whole, the present study suggests that cross­

sectional variables are the major determinants of male 
a.UhoUfrh 

age at mar riage,,( the effect of selected longitudinal 

variables on male age at marriage are-t6w--d significant. 

Thus, it may be suggested that, as in the case of 

female age at marriage, for a better understanding of 

casual linkages between various independent variables 

and male age at marriage, it is necessary that signifi-

cant longitudinal variables should Be studied along with 

cross-sectional variables. 

6.11 Section c: Reasons for Delal/postponemtn of 
~arriaqes; ~li_Jible Unmarried 

Females and Males; 

To further incre~se our understanding of marriage 

decision-maJ,ing process here., ·~.JJe have examined the 

reasons for the delay/postponement of marriages of eligi-

ble unmarried females ~nd males, as reported by the 

parent-respondents. 'fotal sample size of eligible un-

ma,-ried females (aged 13 + at the time of interview, 

1984) used for the analysis is 180, consisting of 100 

Padayatchy females and 80 Scheduled Caste females. 

In the case of eligible unmarried males (aged 15+ at the 

time of interview, 1984) the total sample size is 210, 
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consisting of 150 and 60 males, respectively for the 

Pad.:,yatchy and Scheduled Castes. 

The analysis of factors that delay/postpone the 

marriages of unmarried females and males confirm our 

findings that were discussed under the determinants of 

female and male age at marriage (Sections A and B). 

It is interesting to note that among the Padayatchy 

unmarried females, 4 per cent did not go to school, 36 

per cent went to school but stopped schooling after 

puberty and the remaining 60 per cent continued their 
~ 

education even after puberty. In~case of Scheduled 

Castes the corresponding percentages are 18,62 and 20. 

It is obvious that o,mong the Padayatchy a substantial , 
proportion of unmarried females continued education even 

after puberty, but for Scheduled Castes this proportion 

is relatively less. Hence, it may be stated that the 

changing values and norms regarding female education, 

especially continuing education after puberty operat~. 

as an effective mechanism that delays/postpones marriages 

of females. Based on the qualitiative information 

reported by the parents, \-Ie have identified the follow­

ing major factors thai: are found 'significant in delay­

ing marriages of females among the sample studied. 
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1) Many of the parents interviewed are of the 

opinion that a girl will not be bio-physically and 

mentally fit for marital life till she crosses the 

age cf 16 or 17 years, and this proportion is relatively 

higher alnollg tlle 1-'clOdycJl:.chy. 

2) I:;ducation of girls at SChools and household 

training at home, are viewed as necessary for a 

happy family life. Thus generally a longer training/ 

preparatory period is preferred. 

3) The parents of unmarried females who are present­

lyemployed, report that the delay in their daughter's 

marriage is Partly due to the fact that the girl's 

income either adds to family economy or helps in sibling's 

education. 

4) It is found that among the total unmarried 

females aged 17 and above, for nearly 30 per cent of 

the cases, though the search has started, alliances are 

not settled because of the high dowry demanded. For 

the remaining ~O per cent of the cases, the search for 

an alliance itself has not started. Poor economic 

condition of the family is also referred as major Cause 

in delaying search/marriage of females. 
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The main factors "'hich are found significant in 

delaying ~le marriages of eligible unmarried males are: 

(1) continuation of higher education, (2) search for 

suitable job, (3) need to support the family, (4) income 

contribution to family economy and for sibling's educa­

tion, (, IJre ence of unmarried sisters, (6) poor 

economic Ind tiol of ne family, and (7) delay in 

choice making, due to the preference towards an edu-

cated/employed girl as a suitable alliance. 

6.12 Summary : 

The analysis presented in Section A and 'Section B 

of this chapter suggests that combining both cross-

sectional and longitudinal variables in a single model 

provides a better un"erstanding of the causal factors 

that influence femal and male ages at marriage. The 

similarities dnd dif rences between the causal factors 

that deternline femalL and male a~es at marriage are as 

follows: 

The variations in age at marriage are better ex-

plained by the combined model for both the sexes, with-

2 
in and across the castes. However, R value for 
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cGmbined model is higher in case of males when 

compared to [emales. '~hile this is true of cross­

sectional model, in the longitudinal model, the R2 value 

~s higher for females than for males. 

The major determinants of age at marriage, for both 

sexes, that have shown positive and significant 

influence are: caste, dowry, present age, marriage cost 

and contribution to sibling's education. It is 

interesting to note that female education plays an 

important role in raising the female as vlell as the 

male age Clt lI:orriage. 

~()o...~ 
In the case of femalc~ married, the influence 

of spouse's characteristics such as husband's education 

and occuPdtion are not significan t, \'ihile for males who 

are married, the influence of wifE's education and work 

status before mar ria0€ is strong a nd significant. 

lr,arriage type is an additional factor whose influence 

is significant for males marrying (for total sample 

and Scheduled Castes), but is not significant for 

females marrying neither within nor across the Castes. 
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In the longitudinal model ego's birth order (sex 

specific) influences the female age at marriage, but 

not the male age at marriage. The effect of total 

children born (sex specific) on ego's age at marriage 

is found to be significant and inversely related in the 

case of mules and is not significant for females. The 

influence of ego's (income) contribution to a sibling's 

education on WJe at rnarriage is positive and Significant. 

This is true of both sexes, and also within and across 

castes. The prc=sence/absence of an unmarried younger 

br.:>ther is an additional variable ~Ihose influence on 

the male age at marriage is significant for the total 

sample and for SCheduled Castes. Lastly, the effect of 

parental education on ~go's age at marriage, for both 

sexes, does not show any significant effect. The major 

findings discussed under Section A and B are also found 

to be important in our descriptive analysis of the 

reasons that delay/postpone the marriages of eligible 

unmarried females and roales. 



CHAPTER VII 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

1.1 Marriage as a social institution has been the sub­

ject of study by Sociologists and Anthropologists. 

Recently, age at marriage, its trends and determinants, 

has received much attention in view of its importance 

in population planning. Considering the important role 

that female age at marriage plays in the reduction of 

fertili ty, and in controlling rapid population grm",th, 

many studies have been carried out to examine the deter­

minants of female age at marriage. Hm,ever, most of the 

studies on age at marriage are descriptive and have used 

macro-level analysis. Some studies have used cross­

seftional data on individual couples and households. 

However, the time reference for independent variables 

in such cross-sectional studies, is at the time of 

survey rather than at the time of marriage. Further, in 

an individual's life, the sequential order of events 

that precede marriage could have significant effect on 

age at marriage. Studies on this aspect of the effect 

of life-course events on age at marriage is lacking in 

India. 
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7.2 Taking into_ consideration the above criticisms, 

an indepth analysis of the causal factors that affect 

age at marriage at miQro-level assumes importance. In 

this regard, considering the individual in the context 

of family, with an appropriate conceptual framework is 

called for. Further, marriage is an important social 

event, a part of the continuum of events in the context 

of family dynamics, and thus, longitudinal information 

on the marriage decision-making process is of great 

importance to understand the mechanisms through which 

several causal factors could influence age at marriage. 

Hence, the present study assumes importance in ·suggest­

ing a life cycle appreach in analysing the determinants 

of age at marriage. In the present study, the indivi­

dual life-course events are studed in relation to age 

at marriate. In addition, several cross-sectional varia­

bles are also studied for their effect on age at 

marriage. 

The main objective of the study, then, is to ana­

lyse the relative effect of cross-sectional and longi­

tudinal variables on female and male age at marriage. 

In addition, to understand the process of mar~iage 
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decision~making in the family context, componenets of ~he 

interval bet,,'een puberty and age at marriage are also 

studied. To further increase our understanding of 

factors that affect age at marriage, a discussion on the 

reasons for the delay/postponement of marriages of 

eligible unmarried females and males is also included. 

7.3 In view of the above objectives, primary data were 

collected on female and male marriages from a South Indian 

village, Tamil Nadu. The field work ,was conducted 

during the months of January-April 1984. The study 

covers marriages of males and females that took place 

during the past fifteen years i.e.,between 1969-83, in 

the study village. Since the study period is spread 

over fifteen years and requires family level information, 

parents are considered as the respondents who are asked 

to report about their sons' and daughters' (referred as 

ego in the present study) marriag~ .. and some of this 

information was also cross-checked ",ith sons and daughters. 

The data collected on marriage, broadly include the 

following: parental socio-economic background; family 

structural variables, and life-course events such as 

education, puberty, work before marriage, time spent in 

search for alliance, negotiation and settlement of 
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spouse for marriage and so on. In addition, spouse's 

characteristics such as education, occupation, income 

and so on were also collected. 

In order to arrive at a more comprehensive causal 

model of the determinants of age at marriage, "for both 

the sexes, three sets of linear regression models are 

used. The first mOdel includes several cross-sectional 

variables and the second model includes longitudinal 

variables. Later, important cross-sectional and longi­

tudinal variables are combined into a single model to 

elucidate the total contribution of all the variables 

and the relative influence of each variable on age at 

marriage. All the three models are used for the total 

sample and for Padayatchy and Scheduled Castes separately. 

Here, the caste-wise analysis is done with a view to 

identify cultural and normative differences, if any, 

betvleen castes that are independent of socio-economic 

factors. 

7.4 Our study suggests that there is a considerable 

upw.ird shift over time in female and male age at marri­

age, in the study village, both within and across the 

caste. On an average, the age at marriage of females 

is 18.6 years, and for males it is 25.3 years. The 
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caste-wise analysis suggests that Padayatchy females 

marry, on an average, 2 years later than Scheduled Caste 

females. In the case of males, the age at marriage for 

the Padayatchy is higher by 2.5 years as compar.e.d. to 

the Scheduled Castes. It is also important to note that, 

there exists a difference in ages at marriage of males 

and females by respective age-cohorts. It is observed 

that the younger generation males and females marry at 

a later age than the olGer generation males and females. 

This is true of both the castes. 

7.5 An analysis of the timing and sequential order of 

female life-course events has brought out interesting 

propositions. It is found that the onset of puberty 

interrupts education for most of the Scheduled Caste 

females than for Padayatchy females. This has led to 

higher ages at completion of education and entry ir.to 

job (income earning) among the Padayatchy females than 

among the Scheduled Castes. As a result, a clear diffe­

rence is seen in the female ages at marriage according 

to the sequential or.der. of life-course patterns for the 

castes. Here it may be noted that the female age at 

marriage is lowest (18.5 years for Padayatchy and 16.8 

years for Scheduled Castes) among those follo\'ling the 

pattern of Education-Puberty-l--larriage, and highest 
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(20.5 yea~s fo~ Padayatchy and 18.2 years for Scheduled 

Castes) among those in the pattern: Puberty-Education­

Job-Ivla~riage. On the Hhole, it may be stated that 

longer periods of education and work befo~e marriage 

are the two important factors that bring out the caste­

differentials in the timing and sequential order of female 

life-course events. 

In the case of male egos, Padayatchy males have 

higher ages ~t completion of education and at entry into 

job as compared to Scheduled Caste males. ThAgcould have 

led to higher ages at marriage for Padayatchy males 

than the Scheduled Castes. However, the sequential order 

of male life-course events is uniform among the males of 

both the castes. 

7.6 The major determinants of female and male agE0at 

marriage are clearly brought out by the regression 

analysis of c~oss-sectional, longitudinal and combined 

models. The findings of our study, to a greater extent, 

is in conformity with the earlier studies that have 

analysed the determinants of age at marriage. The 

present study reveals that female's educational level 

has a positive and significant effect on her age at 

marriage and also on h€'~ spouse's age at marriage, while 
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education of the male neither affects his age at marri­

age nor his spouse's. Here, it may be stated that, the 

increasing importance of female education, may be 

partly an outcome of changing norms and values regarding 

female educatJon, especially continuing education after 

pUberty. The informal discussion with the study fami­

lies have revealed that the parents no longer fear about 

delaying a girl's marriage immediately after puberty. 

During the survey we have learnt that, for more than two 

decades pre-puberty marriages have virtually disappeared 

in the study village. Further, parents are quite aware 

of the importance of higher education for females. They 

are of the opinion that educating a girl upto a certain 

level would increase her value in the marriage market 

and facilitate in fetching a better matrimonial alliance. 

Indepth interviews with the parents reveal that they 

prefer a boy who is well educated and employed in a 

salaried job as a better match for their daughter and 

they feel that educating a girl to certain level is an 

important pre_requisite to get such an alliance. 

In this context, regression analysis of the 

combined model <cross-section and longitudinal) offers 

interesting propositions. The relative inflUence of 
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female education on her age at marriage, net of other 

factors in the model, for Padayatchy (+0.371) and 

Scheduled Castes (+0.403) is highly significant. In 

other words, we may state that there exists a 'normative 

consensus' across the castes that favours the importance 

and value of female education, whose influence is signi­

ficant in determining the age at marriage of a female 

and of her spouse. 

7.7 The norms and values regarding marriage payments 

have also greatly influenced female age at marriage. 

DOViry is one such nlilrriage payment, which is gaining 

popularity in the study Village, that has Significantly 

affected female age at marriage. The relative influence 

of do\·/ry (+0.276) on female age at marriage when both 

the castes are taken together in the combined model, is 

quite significant. Here, it may be stated that non­

relational alliances, which are at present in vogue, 

could haV8 led to the spread of dowry in order to get a 

better alliance. Secondly, another possible reason could 

be that an upwardly mobile caste uses the payment of 

dOViry as a means to achieve high family prestige and 

social recognition among the higher castes. Thirdly, as 

we have observed earlier, if a girl has to be married to 
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a well educated salaried job boy, which is the prefe­

rence in many families, the girl's parents will have to 

make a higher dowry payment in settling the alliance. 

Our descriptive data on marriages of females suggest 

that the above mentioned three reasons are th.e main 

causes for the pr2ctice of dowry which greatly deter­

mines female age at marriage. 

Among the castes, the impact of dowry on the 

Padayatchy female age at marriage is much stronger than 

for the Scheduled Castes. One possible reason could be 

that in the social hierarchy the Padayatchy caste ranks 

higher than Scheduled Castes, and it may facilitate 

comparatively easy upward mobility for the Padayatchy 

caste th an for Scheduled Castes. Further, since the 

Padayatchy caste has higher proportions of females and 

males I-lith higher education and better jobs than 

Scheduled Caste females and males, the prevalence of a 

dowry is much more pronounced among the former. 

7.8 1~rriGg8 cost is an important component of overall 

marriage payments made by both bride's and groom's side. 

Our study suggests interesting proposition regarding the 
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effect of marriage cost on age at marriage. In case of 

female marriages, the effect of marriage cost is not 

significant; I'lhile in case of male marriages, marriage 

cost effect is strong and positively significant for 

Padayatchy caste and for Scheduled Castes. i'le assume 

that the reason for this trend may partly lie in the diff-

erences in customary norms and values of these castes 

regarding marriage practice. One possible explanation 

could be that since there is a greater prevalence of 

. *" "Par·"" cam" among the Padyatchy caste men than among 

Scheduled Castes, the marriage cost for males is signi-

ficant only among the Padayatchy caste. Another possible 

reason could be that since Padayatchy males receive a 

higher dovlry, they may inc..'Ur a higher marriage cost to 

boost their family status and prestige. 

In case of female marriages in both castes, marri-

age ceremonies are conducted in the bride's place only. 

One possible reason for significant marriage cost effect 

on Scheduled Caste fem~le's age at marriage could be 

that, all the marriage expenditure is incurred by the 

bride's family only. Further, since Scheduled Caste 

* Initial 
bride's 
parents 
for the 

gift of money given by groom's family to 
family, whicl) may be utilised.by bride's. 
for making jewellery and marrlage expendlture 
bride (Dumont, 1957; Tambiah, 1973). 
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females do not receive, in majority of the cases, any 

'paricam' frolll groom's family to supplement the marri­

age expenditure, the burden is more on the bride's 

family. On the other hand, we may suggest that to a 

certain extent, among Padayatchy, the 'paricam' pay-

ment made by the groom's family would supplement the 

marriage expenditure for bride's side and thus marriage 

cost may not have affected her age at marriage. 

7.9 The effects 05' S--e...{'ec.-/;:.e4 longitudinal varia-

bles on female and male age at marriage are also sign1-

ficant. For both males and females, their age at 

marriage may be very much delayed if their income adds 

to the family economy and helps in educating their 

siblings. Our regression results on male and female 

ages at marriage confirms this. 

Another family level factor that has shol-ln posi-

tive and significant influence on female age at marriage, 

for the total sample only, is the ego's birth order 

among female born. \-Ie may infer that the first born 

daughtets tend to marry at an early age than the later 

born. It is important to remember that this effect may 

be due to the fact that the later born may be from the 



195 

younger generation and also that the female age at 

marriage is increasing over time. In the case of males, 

total male children born has a significant and inverse 

relationship with the male age at marriage, in case of 

Padayatchy caste and for the total sample. 

7.10 In conclusion, we may state that longitudinal 

variables do playa major role in explaining variations 

in age at marriage, both '·Ii thin and across the caste, 

in the case of females and males. Our analysis of the 

components of the interval between puberty and marriage 

supports the 'causal linkages' of the several inde­

pendent variables I-lith female age at marriage. In addi­

tion, the discussion on the reasons for delay/postpone­

ment of marriages of eligible unmarried females and 

males provide us added information in understanding the 

dynamics of the marri.'lge decision-making process. 



APPENDIX 5.1 

Cumulative Proportion of viomen Ever-Married at 

Selected Single Year Ages by Study Variables 

- Padayatchy Caste, 1984. 

Sl Cumulative Proportion Ever-
No. Study Variable/Age Harried; Age-Cohort 

1. Total Sample: 19.0 

20.0 

21.0 

22.0 

Sample Size 

2. Life-Course Pattern; 

a) Pub-E d-J ob_le1a 19.0 

20.0 

21.0 

22.0 

Sample size 

J;l) Pub-Ed-l'ia 19.0 

20.0 

21.0 

22.0 

Sample size 

c) Ed-Pub-J ob-
1-1 a 19.0 

20.0 

21.0 

22.0 

Sample Size 

20-24 

0.20 

0.59 

0.78 

0.90 

64 

0.09 

0.48 

0.61 

0.78 

23 

0.13 

0.63 

0.81 

0.92 
16 

0.18 

0.55 

0.77 

1.00 

11 

25-29 All Ages 
(13-34) 

0.27 0.32 

0.56 0.63 

0.77 0.81 

0.92 0.92 

48 250 

0.13 0.12 

0.31 0.42 

0.56 0.59 

0.81 0.79 

16 72 

0.10 0.17 

0.40 0.57 

0.70 0.80 

0.98 0.93 

10 68 

0.27 

0.69 

0.91 

1.00 

41 

contd .... 



(li> 

Appendix 5.1 (contd •.. ) 

Sl. 
No. Study Variable/Age 

Cumulative Proportion Ever­
Married: Age-Cohort 

d) Ed-Pub-I'1a 

Sample Size 

3. Education 

alD 5 _ 8 years 

Sample size 

19.0 

20.0 

21.0 

22.0 

19.0 

20.0 

21.0 

22.0 

b) 9 - 12 years 19.0 

20.0 

21.0 

22.0 

Sample size 

20-24 

0.42 

0.75 

1.00 

12 

0.30 

0.70 

0.92 

1.00 

43 

0.00 

0.38 

0.48 

0.74 

21 

4. Education after puberty 

a) Did not 
Continue 

Sample size 

19.0 

20.0 

21.0 

22.0 

b) Did continue 19.0 

20.0 

21.0 

22.0 

Sample size 

0.36 

0.68 

0.91 

1.00 

25 

0.00 

0.00 

0.34 

0.74 

39 

25-29 

0.62 

0.92 

1.00 

13 

0.28 

0.80 

0.96 

1.00 

25 

0.11 

0.16 

0.48 

0.77 

19 

0.50 

0.86 

1.00 

22 

0.12 

0.35 

0.6~ 

0.81 

26 

All Ages 
(13-34) 

0.69 

0.91 

1.00 

66 

0.37 

0.78 

0.98 

1.00 

158 

0.07 

0.27 

0.49 

0.74 

77 

0.54 

0.83 

0.97 

1.00 

111 

0.41 

0.46 

0.67 

0.85 

139 

contd •• 



(iii) 

A1212endix 5.1 (contd •. ) 

Sl. Cumulative Proportion Ever-

No. Study Variable jAge Married: Age-Cohort 

20-24 25-29 All Ages 
( 13-34) 

5. Work before Marriage: 

a) Did not work 19.0 0.25 0.39 0.46 

20.0 0.68 0.70 0.76 

21.0 0.89 0.87 0.92 

22.0 

Sample size 28 23 134 

b) Did work 19.0 0.00 0.12 0.20 

20.0 0.00 0.44 0.53 

21.0 0.32 0.68 0.70 

22.0 0.96 0.98 0.97 

Sample size 36 25 116 

6. Land Owner shiJ2 

a) Landless 19.0 0.31 0.32 0.34 

20.0 0.69 0.64 0.64 

21. 0 0.87 0.81 0.84 

22.0 1.00 1.00 0.97 

Sample size 13 22 lOS 

b) Did own Land 19.0 0.18 0.23 0.31 

20.0 0.57 0.50 0.63 

21.0 0.73 0.75 0.80 

22.0 0.86 0.89 0.89 

Sample size 51 26 145 

7. Fumil'l stability 

a) Broken family 19.0 0.30 0.31 0.44 

20.0 0.70 0.75 0.78 

21.0 0.80 0.87 0.87 

22.0 0.96 0.90 0.97 

Sample size 14 10 49 

contd •• 



(iv) 

A1212endix 5.1 (contd •. ~ 

Cumulative Proportion Ever-
Sl. Married: Age-Cohort 
No. Study Variable/Age 

20.,.24 25-29 All Ages 
(13-34) 

b) Intact Family 19.0 0.16 0.26 0.29 

20.0 0.52 0.53 0.59 

21.0 0.71 0.76 0.79 

22.0 0.86 0.89 0.90 

Sample size 50 38 201 

S. Birth Order 

a) Not an oldest 
daughter 19.0 0.13 0.46 0.31 

20.0 0.60 0.64 0.66 

21.0 0.78 0.81 0.78 

22.0 0.90 0.92 0.92 

Sample size 39 37 176 

b) Eldest daughter 
19.0 0.27 0.27 0.33 

20.0 0.56 0.73 0.56 

21. 0 0.75 1.00 0.87 

22.0 0.92 0.91 

Sample size 25 11 74 

9. ContrilJution tc 
Siblin"g's educCition 

a) Did not con-
tribute 19.0 0.30 0.39 0.48 

:<0.0 0.68 0.75 0.79 

21.0 0.86 0.93 0.93 

22.0 0.93 1.00 0.98 

Sample size 40 28 157 

conte. .. 0 



(v) 

Appendix 5.1 (con'{;:fl:I.) 

Sl. 
No. Study Variable/Age 

b) Did Contribute 19.0 

20.0 

21.0 

22.0 

Sample size 

Cumulative Proportion Ever­
Married; Age-Cohort 

20-24 

0.04 

0.33 

0.52 

0.76 

24 

25-29 

0.10 

0.40 

0.65 

0.85 

20 

All Ages 
(13-34) 

0.08 

0.38 

0.61 

0.81 

93 

Note; Categories having sample size less than 10 are 
omitted here. 



APPENDIX 5.2 

Cumulative Proportion of Women Ever 11arried at Selected 

Single Year Ages by Study Variables Scheduled Castes, 

1984 

Sl. 
No. Study Variable/Age 

( 1) ( 2) 

1. Total Sample 

Sample size 

17.0 

15.0 

19.0 

20.0 

2. Life-Course Pattern 

a) Pub-Ed-Job-t1a 17.0 

18.0 

Sample size 

19.0 

20.0 

b) Ed-Pub-J ob-l'ia 17.0 
18.0 

19.0 

20.0 

bample size 

3. Education 

a) 5 - 8 years 

Sample size 

17.0 

18.0 

19.0 

20.0 

Cumulative Proportion Ever­
Married: Age-Cohort 

20-24 

( 3) 

0.17 

0.78 

0.98 

0.98 

41 

0.02 

0.53 

0.94 

0.94 

17 

0.14 

0.89 

1.00 

28 

25-29 

(4) 

0.85 

0.94 

0.97 

1.00 

33 

0.53 

1.00 

15 

0.48 

1.00 

21 

All Ages 
(13-34) 

( 5) 

0.31 

0.73 

0.95 

0.98 

183 

0.02 

0.40 

0.91 

0.96 

49 

0.22 

0.77 

0.97 

61 

0.17 

0.76 

0.97 

143 
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(vii) 

Appendix 5.2 (contd •• ) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

b) 9-12 years 17 .0 0.00 

18.0 0.21 

19.0 0.81 

20.0 0.94 

Sample size 24 

4. Education after puberty 

a) Did not 17.0 0.23 0.57 0.32 
continue 18.0 0.95 1.00 0.88 

19.0 1.00 0.98 

20.0 

Sample size 22 23 113 

b) Did continue 17.0 0.05 0.30 0.06 

18.0 0.58 0.80 0.41 

19.0 0.95 0.90 0.88 
'2-0·0 o ·9s \ ·00 0·96 

Sample size 19 10 70 

5. Work before Marriage 

a) Did not work 17.0 0.40 0.54 

18.0 1.00 0.95 

19.0 

20.0 

Sample size 10 64 

b) Did work 17.0 0.10 0.32 0.12 

18.0 0.71 0.93 0.62 

19.0 0.96 0.96 0.94 

20.0 0.97 1.00 0.97 

Sample size 31 25 119 

contd •• 



(viii) 

AJ2l2endix 5.2 (contd •• ~ 

(1) ( 2) (3) (4) (5t 

6. Land Ownership 

a) Landless 17.0 0.15 0.48 0.20 

18.0 0.78 1.00 0.72 

19.0 0.96 0.95 

20.0 0.96 0.95 

sample size 27 23 125 

b) Did own land 17.0 0.21 0.50 0.25 

18.0 0.79 0.90 0.61 

19.0 1.00 1.00 0.92 

20.0 1.00 

Sample size 14 10 58 

7. Family Stabi.li ty 

a) Broken Family 17 .0 0.07 

18.0 0.51 

19.0 0.84 

20.0 0.84 \ 

24 
Sample si~e 

b) Intact family 17.0 0.19 0.48 0.22 

18.0 0.79 0.97 0.71 

19.0 0.97 1.00 0.97 

20.0 1.00 1.00 

Sample size 37 31 159 

8. Birth Order 

a) Not an eldest 17.0 0.10 0.36 0.15 

daughter 18.0 0.83 0.92 0.69 

19.0 0.92 0.96 0.97 

20.0 1.00 1.00 1.00 

Sample size 29 25 140 

contd •• 



(ix) 

Appendix 5.2 (con:..~c)) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

b) Eldest daughter 
17.0 0.33 0.40 

18.0 0.67 0.67 

19.0 0.92 0.91 

20.0 0.92 0.91 

Sample size 12 43 

9. Contribution to 
Sibling's Education 

a) Did not 
contribute 17.0 0.27 0.65 0.38 

18.0 0.88 0.96 0.84 

19.0 0.96 0.96 0.96 

20.0 0.96 1.00 0.98 

Sample size 26 23 104 

b) Did 
contribute 17.0 0.00 0.10 0.03 

18.0 0.60 0.90 0.51 

19.0 1.00 1.00 0.92 

20.0 

Sample size 15 10 79 

Note: Categories having sample size less than 10 

are omitted here. 



(x) 

APPENDIX 5.3 

Cumulative Proportion of Hales Ever-Harried at 
Selected Single Year Ages by Study Variables _ 
Padayatchy Caste, 1984. 

Sl 
No. Study Var j.abl 0/1-\ge 

1. Total Sample: 25.0 

26.0 

27.0 

Semple size 

2. Educatioll 

a) 5 - 8 years 

Sample size 

28.0 

25.0 

26.0 

27.0 

28.0 

b) 9 - 12 years 25.0 

26.0 

27.0 

28.0 

Sample size 

3. Occupation 

a) Owner­
Cultivator 

Sample size 

25.0 

26.0 

27.0 

28.0 

Cumulative Proportion Ever­
Married: Age-Cohort 

25-29 

0.06 

0.23 

0.50 

0.82 

68 

0.19 

0.51 

0.65 

0.83 

16 

0.03 

0.16 

0.44 

0.78 

40 

0.12 

0.32 

0.50 

0.89 

25 

30-34 

0.16 

0.34 

0.66 

0.94 

32 

0.08 

0.27 

0.62 

0.92 

26 

0.31 

0.38 

0.77 

0.84 

13 

All Ages 
05-39) 

0.14 

0.37 

0.65 

0.90 

260 

0.38 

0.70 

0.85 

0.94 

87 

0.04 

0.25 

0.56 

0.87 

146 

0.21 

0.45 

0.70 

0.97 

71 

contd ••• 



(xi) 

AppenJL< 5.3 (contd ••. ) 

Sl Cumulative Proportion Ever-
No. Study Variables/Age Married: Age-Cohort 

25-29 30-34 All Ages 
(15-39) 

b) wagE?_!:abou;: 2r s 

15.0 0.03 0.08 0.14 

26.0 0.22 0.42 0.41 

27.0 0.45 0.58 0.60 

28.0 0.7Q 1.00 0.87 

Sample size 29 12 142 

4. Land OIlll18 r shill 

a) Landless 25.0 0.04 0.08 0.14 

26.0 0.19 0.50 0.40 

27.0 0.55 0.67 0.67 

28.0 0.78 1.00 0.91 

Sample size 28 12 125 

b) Did Ovll1 land 25.0 0.08 0.20 0.14 

26.0 0.26 0.25 0.34 

27.0 0.47 0.65 0.64 

28.0 0.85 0.90 0.90 

size 40 20 135 
3arnple 

5. Family Stability 

a) Family 25.0 0.05 0.06 
Broken 

26.0 0.33 
0.28 

27.0 0.78 0.77 

2FJ.O 1.00 
1.00 

19 43 
sample size 

contd •. 



(xiV 

Appendix 5.3 (contd .. ) 

51 Cumulative proportion Ever-
No. Study Variable/Age Harried: Age-Cohort 

25-29 30-34 All Ages 
(15-39) 

b) Intact Family: 25.0 0.06 0.22 0.17 

26.0 0.19 0.43 0.40 

27.0 0.38 0.65 0.61 

28.0 0.72 0.91 0.86 

Sample size 49 23 217 

6. Birth Order 

a) Not an eldes"t 
son 25.0 0.02 0.21 0.14 

26.0 0.18 0.50 0.36 

27.0 0.47 0.71 0.63 

28.0 0.74 0.86 0.82 

Sample size 48 14 175 

b) Eldest son 25.0 0.15 0.11 0.15 

26.0 0.36 0.22 0.39 

27.0 0.58 0.61 0.68 

28.0 0.97 1.00 0.99 

Sample size 20 18 85 

7. Con tr ibution 
to Siblin!J"'s 
Education 

a) Did not 
0.14 0.33 0.32 

contribute 25.0 

26.0 0.33 0.58 0.55 

27.0 0.79 0.92 0.89 

28.0 0.86 1.00 0.95 

22 12 108 
Sample size 

contd .• 



Appendix 5.3 

51 
No. Study Variable/Age 

b) Did contribute 

25.0 

26.0 

27.0 

28.0 

Sample size 

(xiii) 

(conud.) 

Cumulative Proportion 8ver­
Harried: Age-Cohort 

25-29 30-34 

0.02 0.05 

0.18 0.20 

0.35 0.50 

0.79 0.90 

46 20 

All Ages 
(15 - 39 

0.03 

0.26 

0.51 

0.87 

152 

Note; Categories having sample size less than 10 are 
omitted here. 



(xiv) 

APPENDIX 5.4 

Cumulative Proportion of Hales Ever l'larried at 
Selected Single Year Ages by Study Variables _ 
Scheduled Castes, 1984 

Sl 
No. Study Variable/Age 

(1) (2) 

l. Total Sam121e 23.0 

24.0 

25.0 

26.0 

Sample size 

2. Education 

a) 5 - 8 years 23.0 

24.0 

25.0 

26.0 

Sample size 

bb 9 - 12 years 23.0 

24.0 

25.0 

26.0 

Sample size 

3. Occupation 

a) Owner-
Cultivator 23.0 

24.0 

25.0 

26.0 

Sample size 

Cumulative proportion Ever­
Harried: Age-Cohort 

25-29 30-34 

(3) (4) 

0.08 0.21 

0.28 0.50 

0.52 0.89 

0.83 0.93 

25 28 

0.10 0.29 

0.33 0.62 

0.62 1.00 

0.92 

21 21 

AllmAges 
(15 - 39) 

(5) 

0.16 

.0.44 

0.80 

0.92 

140 

0.20 

0.49 

0.94 

0.99 

107 

0.00 

0.31 

0.63 

0.82 

28 

0.08 

0.27 

0.69 

0.84 

0.17 

contd ••.•• 



(xv) 

Appendix 5.4. (contd •.. ) 

(1) (2) (3) (4 ) (5) 

b) II/age Labourers 

23.0 0.09 0.26 0,18 

24.0 0.27 0.52 0.44 

25.0 0.55 0.91 0.82 

26.0 0.80 0.96 0.92 

Sample size 22 23 114 

4. Land Ownershi12 

a) Landless 23,0 0.10 0.17 0.16 

24.0 0.30 0.56 0,.46 

25.0 0.50 0.83 0.78 

26.0 0.78 0.89 0.89 

Sample size 20 18 98 

b) Did ovm land 23.0 0.20 

24.0 0.43 

25.0 0.88 

26.0 1.00 

42 
Sample size 

5. Family Stability 

a) Broken Family 23.0 
0.07 

24.0 
0.33 

25.0 
0.75 

26.0 
0.98 

40 
Sample size 

con td ..•. 



(xvi) 

Appendix 5.4 (contd •• ) 

(1) ( 2) (3) (4) (5) 

b) Intact l!'amily: 23.0 0.11 0.21 0.19 

24.0 0.28 0.47 0.48 

25.0 0.61 0.89 0.83 

26.0 0.79 0.95 0.91 

Sample size 18 19 100 

6. Birth Order 

a) Not an eldest 
son 23.0 0.06 0.28 0.15 

24.0 0.25 0.56 0.39 

25.0 0.50 0.94 0.78 

26.0 0.79 0.94 0.89 

Sample size 16 18 83 

b) Eldest son 23.0 0.10 0.18 

24.0 0.40 0.50 

25.0 0.80 0.83 

26.0 0.90 0.94 

Sample size 10 57 

7. Can tr ibution to 
sibling's. 
Education: 

a) Did not 0.33 0.27 
contribute 23.0 

24.0 0.58 0.58 

25.0 0.83 0.93 

26.0 
0.83 0.93 

12 59 
Sample size 

contd •. 



(1 ) 

b) 

(xvii) 

Appendix 5.4 (con~.) 

(20) (3) 

Did contribute: 

23.0 0.00 
24.0 0.12 

15.0 0.35 

26.0 0.81 

Sample size 17 

(4) (5) 

0.13 0.06 

0.44 0.31 
0.94 0.68 

0.91 

16 81 

Note: Categories having sample size less than 10 are 
omitted here. 
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