


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































17th Dec.
1913.

170 SPEECHES BY HIS HIGHNESS SRI

Opening of the Bowringpet- Kolar Railway.

the money required. I may also mention
that if the Directors of the Bangalore-Chikbal-
lapur Light Railway Company are able to
collect all the capital which has been nomi-
nally subscribed, it is expected that there will
be a large surplus after that line is completed
and if the shareholders approve this might be
utilized in financing the Chikballapur-Sidla-
ghatta section of the proposed extension. In
any case, my Government are so convinced
of the necessity for the extension to Chikballa-
pur that as soon as the estimate for the section
is approved by the Railway Board, we shall
issue orders to commence construction and
complete the line.

As regards a guarantee, my Government
are prepared to consider the question of giving
a formal guarantee of 4% per annum with the
proviso that surplus earnings in excess of 5%
on the capital in any year shall be divided
equally between the Company and Gov-
ernment,
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The question of levying a Railway cess is
now receiving the sympathetic consideration
of Government.

A word of special praise is, I think, due
to Mr. Raghavachar and his construction
staff for the rapid and successful completion
of this line under the able supervision of
Mr. Bell, our Engineer-in-Chief. In judging
their work it has to be remembered that they
had no previous experience of Railway con-
struction.

It is, I think, a happy augury that Mr.
Bowring is among us to-day as your Deputy
Commissioner and President and that your
new Railway should start from a town which
bears his father's name and perpetuates the
distinguished services rendered by Sir Lewin
Bowring as Chief Commissioner of Mysore.

17th Dee.
1913.
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1914

172 SPEECHES BY HIS HIGHNESS SRI

SPEECH AT ST. JOHN'S AMBULANCE
ASSOCIATION, MYSORE.

His Highness made the following speech when he
presided at the meeting of the St. John's Ambulance
Association (Mysore Branch) on the 5th July 1914 :—

Ladies and Gentlemen,—The Honorary
Secretary’s Report, which has just been read,
gives a very clear account of the objects of
the St. John’s Ambulance Association. The
philanthropic work of this Association is of a
kind that cannot fail to appeal to every one
who is interested in the prevention of pain
and disease, but I cannot help feeling that the
labours of the local Committee have so far
failed to elicit the active response among the
people which they deserve. If the people of
Mysore would only realize the immense value
of the training imparted by ambulance classes
in administering First Aid to the injured and
in sick-nursing, I feel sure that the number of
these classes would largely increase and that
the Mysore centre would very soon take a
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prominent place among the Indian branches
of the Association. It is my earnest desire to
encourage the work of the Association in every
way. I cannot say that the number of certifi-
cates obtained last year is at all commensurate
with the importance of this city. I should
like to see the numbers of certificate-holders
increased from forty or fifty to hundreds every
year. It gives me great pleasure to preside
at this meeting and to present the certificates
which have been obtained by the successful
students during the past year.

5th July
1914.
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SPEECH AT THE MYSORE FLOWER SHOW.
15th Aug. The following is the speech delivered by His High-
1914. ness the Maharaja at the Flower Show, Mysore, held on

15th August 1914 .—

Ladies and Gentlemen,—It has given me
great pleasure to listen to Mr. Krumbiegel’s
address and I hope that many of you will be
impressed by the eloquent appeal which he
has made to you to cultivate the hobby of
gardening. [ feel sure that Mr. Krumbiegel’s
enthusiasm and artistic taste will make our
Mysore Flower Shows as beautiful andattrac-
tive as those which he arranges at the Lal-
Bagh in Bangalore.

The Flower Show which I am now open-
ing is the first of its kind that has heen held
in the City of Mysore and I hope that it will
become a regular institution. No one who
knows the Cities of Bangalore and Mysore can
help noticing the great dearth of gardens in
Mysore and there is really no reason for such
& state of things. The soil and rainfall of the
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two places are very similar and I can only
hope that the institution of this Flower Show
will encourage house-owners here to beautify
their homes by cultivating private gardens.
It is a regrettable fact that not a single English
vegetable is to be purchased in the market
here, whereas in Bangalore a large number of
people make a regular profit by the cultivation
and sale of vegetables. I appeal to the people
of this city to try and emulate Bangalore and
to convert Mysore into a garden city.
I now declare this Show to be open.

15th Aug.
1914.



81st Aug.
1914.
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LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE OF
SAHUKAR BANUMIAH'S SCHOOL.

His Highness the Maharaja made the following
speech, while laying the Foundation Stone of Sahukar
Banumiah’s Kunchitagara School, Mysore, on 381st
August 1914 :—

Gentlemen,—This School has a very in-
teresting history. Started in a small way, by
the public spirit of its founder and for the
benefit of the Kunchitagara Community, it has
grown and prospered during the past six years
until it has become an important institution
filled with students belonging to all sections of
the population of this city. It is not often
that we see a private citizen coming forward,
not only to found a school but to erect a school
building and to guarantee a permanent endow-
ment. I welcome the generous efforts of public
benefactors like Mr. Banumiah to help my
Government in the important work of promot-
ing education and it gives me great pleasure
to preside at to-day’s ceremony.
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School.

I trust that others may be found to imitate 31st Aug.
Mr. Banumiah’s noble example. 1914.
Inlaying this Foundation Stone, I can only
express the hope that this institution 1nay
have a long and useful future and may per-
petuate the name of its founder for many
generations to come.



10th Oct.
1914.

178 SPEECHES BY HIS HIGHNESS SRl

PRIZE DISTRIBUTION AT THE MYSORE
DASARA EXHIBITION.

At the Prize Distribution to the successful exhibi-
tors at the Dasara Industrial and Agricultural Exhibition,
held on the 10th October, 1914, His Highness the
Maharaja made the following speech :—

Mr. Kantaraj Urs and @Gentlemen,—The
report which we have just heard gives a very
interesting account of this Exhibition which
is now about to close. The new departure in
the purchase of industrial machinery, which
the Committee have undertaken, is, I consider,
of very great importance and I hope that it
may result in the rapid introduction of small
power-driven plants all over the State.

I am glad to hear that the number of
exhibits has increased so largely since last year.
The Forest Section is of great interest and
well arranged and the Exhibition generally is
well up to the high standard set in previous
years by the late Committee of Management.
Gentlemen, I congratulate you most sincerely
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on the success of your labours and it gives me 10th Oct.
great pleasure to present the prizes to the 1914.
successful exhibitors.

N2



19sh Dec.
1914,
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REPLIES TO PROVINCIAL TOUR ADDRESSES.

The following two speeches are replies of His
Highness the Maharaja to the addresses received by him
during the Provincial Tour in the Chitaldrug District in
December 1914 :—

1.
Reply to the Davangere Taluk Address.

Gentlemen,—1 have long wished to visit
this flourishing centre of commerce, and I
greatly appreciate the sentiments of loyalty
and devotion expressed by you. I note with
pleasure the satisfaction with which the ap-
pointment of my brother as Extraordinary
Member of Council has everywhere been
received. :

Your address refers to various local wants,
some of which require investigation, and it is
impossible for me to deal with them now ex-
cept in a general manner.

I am glad you recognise the generous
treatment which your town has received from
Government in the matter of water-supply.
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As regards a drainage scheme, if a moiety of
the cost could be raised locally, Government
would be glad to consider the question. The
proposal to abolish the octroi duty on cloth
has already been considered and found im-
practicable by the Municipality. I can under-
stand your wish to have a High School in
Davangere, and your request on this point
will be favourably considered. It is also
under consideration to introduce instruction
in English in the Upper Secondary classes of
the school here.

You say that the war has affected the
business of the producers and exporters of
cotton and oil seeds. Distress of this kind is
inevitable and it cannot easily be remedied
by administrative measures. The subject you
refer to will, however, receive my sympathetic
consideration, but. whatever the effect of the
war may be on your trade, I would ask you to
remember the ties of gratitude and friendship
which bind us to the British Government and

19th Dec.
1914.



19th Deec.
1914.

22nd Dec.
1914.
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Repltes to Provincial Tour Addresses.

to submit cheerfully to some sacrifice in support
of the righteous cause for which Great Britain
and her Allies have taken up arms. Your
prayer regarding the Income-tax raises a large
question and you may rest assured that all the
arguments both for and against such a tax
will be carefully considered before a decision
is arrived at.

I thank you once more for your loyal
greeting and the good wishes which you have
expressed.

2.
Reply to the Molakalmuru Taluk Address.

Gentlemen,—My visit to Molakalmuru
gratifies a wish which I have long felt to see
this town and taluk, which lie on the extreme
border of my State, and to come into personal
touch with its people. I value very deeply the
expressions of loyal welcome with which you
have received me.



KRISHNARAJA WADIYAR BAHADUR 183

Repliss to Provincial Tour Addresses.

It gives me great pleasure to see that the
part taken by my brother in the Administra-
tion has given such general satisfaction. I am
equally gratified to find that the institution of
the Economic Conference, the establishment
of the Mysore Bank, the expansion of co-opera-
tive activities and the other progressive
measures recently inaugurated have met with
intelligent appreciation.

I can understand your desire to improve
the silk weaving industry for which this place
is justly famous. My Government is always
ready to sympathise with such aspirations
and to render all reasonable assistance towards
their fulfilment. A project for supplying your
town with water from the tank on the Jagap-
panagudda is engaging the attention of
Government. An Anglo-Vernacular school
building for Molakalmuru has been included
in the programme of construction prepared by
the Education Department and will probably
be provided in the near future. I am very

922nd Dec.
1914.
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1914.
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pleased to see that you realise the importance
of education sufficiently to ask that it should
be made compulsory in your town. The scheme
of compulsory education is under trial in a few
selected centres and if the result justifies an
expansion, your request will receive due con-
sideration. The Railway line from Chikjajur
to Chitaldrug has already been sanctioned by
the Government of India and the question of
extending it to Royadurg will receive considera-
tion in its turn when funds become available.
I am glad that your new Town Hall is so near
completion that I am able to perform the
opening ceremony on the occasion of this visit
and I congratulate you all on the public spirit
which you have shown in subscribing for this
Hall. It gives me great pleasure to declare
this Town Hall open.

In conclusion, I can only assure you of
my deep interest in your welfare and my
appreciation of your loyal greeting.

f————— — 4
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SPEECH AT THE OPENING OF THE SERINGA-
PATAM MEMORIAL MANTAP.

The following speech was delivered by His Highness
the Maharaja, at Seringapatam, on 6th July 1915, at
the opening ceremony of the Memorial Mantap built on
the site where His Highness the late Maharaja, Sri
Krishnaraja Wadiyar Bahadur III was born.

Ladies and Gentlemen.—1 have listened
with great interest to the report read by
Mr. Ramakrishna Rao giving the history of
the Memorial which I am opening to-day.

I should like to say how gratified I am
that a leading part in to-day’s ceremony should
be taken by Mr. Ramakrishna Rao, an officer
who has earned a high place in my regard by
his long and faithful service both to my father
and myself.

There are few places more closely associa-
ted with Mysore History than the Island and
Fortress of Seringapatam and it is a source of
peculiar gratification to me that this site
should be chosen for a Memorial to my illus-
trious grand-father, whose name will long be

6th July
1915.
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Speech at the opening of the Seringapatam Memorial
Mantap.

remembered in connection not only with the
restoration of our ancient dynasty, after the
fall of Seringapatam but with its second
restoration after fifty years of British adminis-
tration. It may truly be said that we owe
that signal act of generosity and justice, the
Rendition of Mysore in 1881, to the recogni-
tion by the British Government of the high
personal character of my grand-father, of his
patience and fortitude, and of his unswerving
loyalty to the British Government during many
years of adversity.

I value very highly the sentiments of
loyalty and attachment expressed in the
address which I have just received from the
citizens of Seringapatam and Ganjam. I grieve
to see, as I look around me, the ruin and decay
which have fallen on this once flourishing city
and no one can sympathise more deeply than 1
do with the earnest wish of its inhabitants to
see something of its former prosperity restored.
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The question of improving Seringapatam
has been recently investigated by Government
and certain measures have been suggested but
their cost has been found prohibitive. A
certain amount of money has been sanctioned
for the most urgent needs of the town within
the past two years and I hope that a larger
provision may be made in future. I trust
that, with the sympathy and help of my Gov-
ernment and with your own active co-opera-
tion, it may be possible to make Seringapatam
once more a healthy and flourishing place.

As I stand on this historic battle-ground,
my thoughts naturally turn to the terrible war
now raging in Europe in which our Indian
soldiers are fighting side by side with their
British comrades in defence of a righteous
cause. May we all unite in a constant prayer
for victory to the British arms and for an
honorable and lasting peace !

I now declare this Memorial open.
o—————

6th July
1915.
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“SCHOOL DAY” OF THE SRI CHAMARAJ-
ENDRA URSU BOARDING SCHOOL, MYSORE.

The Students of the Sri Chamarajendra Ursu
Boarding School celebrated their ** School Day ™ on the
evening of the 3rd November 1915. His Highness the
Maharaja who was present on the occasion addressed
the students as follows :—

Boys of the 8ri Chamarajendra Ursu
Boarding Schocl,—I am very pleased to have
this opportunity of revisiting your school and of
joining in the celebration of your School Day.
In all English Public Schools, Speech Day or
School Day is an established institution and
forms a very strong bond of union among
parents, masters, boys and old pupils, who
have gone out in the world, but who come from
long distances to see the old school and to join
in the festivities of Speech Day. I hope to
see your School Day grow on the English

‘model, for it is meetings such as these that

help to develop esprit de corps—that pride in
one’s old school Wwhich is so marked among
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English Public School boys and in which Indian
Student life is so sadly lacking.

The address which has just been read to
me shows that this Institution is growing and
prospering and that the boys who come here
are not only given a sound education to fit
them for public life but are specially en-
couraged to cultivate athletics. I hope that
this latter branch of education will continue
to be developed and that this school will esta-
blish a high reputation not only for the
education which it imparts but for real sports-
manship among its boys. Believe me there is
no discipline which contributes more to the
formation of character than that of games.

These are days of progress and the Ursa
Community, unless it wishes to be left behind,
must bestir itself in real earnest to educate its
members and to take that leading part in
public life to which its ancient history and
traditions entitle it, You cannot stand still ;

3rd Nov.
1915,
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you must progress and I earnestly hope that
this Ursu School which has been established
for your benefit may become a model to other
Institutions in the State. The prosperity of
the school is, I feel, largely due to the efforts
of the managing committee and I hope the
committee will not relax its efforts. Their aim
should be to make this Institution more self-
supporting and less dependent on the Palace.
I am glad to see that the Ursu community of
this city are beginning to realise this ideal and
I congratulate Mr. Nanjundaraj Urs on the
generous way in which he has come forward to
help the Institution.

I am sure that you all share the pleasure
which I feel at the presence of Sir Hugh and
Lady Daly in our midst to-day.

I must thank you, boys, for the entertain-
ment which you have promised us this after-
noon. It has given me real pleasure to come
among you to-day and to distribute the prizes
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which you have won and I can assure you 3rd4 Nov.

I shall always feel the deepest interest in the 1915

welfare of this Institution.




14th Feb.
1916.
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PRIZE DISTRIBUTION AT THE FEMALE
TRAINING COLLEGE AT BARODA.

While on a visit to Baroda, His Highness the
Maharaja of Mysore presided at the prize disbribution
held at the Female Training College, Baroda, on the
14th February 1916, and in giving away the prizes made
the following speech :—

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen.—1
should first like to tender my warm thanks to
my distinguished host His Highness the
Maharaja Gaekwar for the opportunity which
he has afforded me of meeting you all here this
afternoon and of thanking you in person for
the kindly welcome which you accorded to me
during my drive through the City this
morning. The cordial manner in which you
have received me here also makes me feel still
more indebted to you. It has, indeed, been a
real pleasure to me to preside at this very
pleasing function. The young generation of
Baroda whom you girls represent owe a deep
debt of gratitude to His Highness personally
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for the keen practical interest which he has
all along manifested in the cause of education
generally in his State and of female education
in particular. His Highness has, from the
first, recognised that there can be no progress
worth the name when half the population is
allowed to remain in ignorance and supersti-
tion. It is evident from the very interesting
report just read out to us that Baroda is begin-
ning to reap the full reward of that policy.

It only remains for me to congratulate the
prize-winners heartily on the success which has
attended their efforts during the past year and
to wish the Female Training College and the
various Girls’ Schools in the city continued
and increasing success under the benevolent
and fostering care of your illustrious Ruler.

14th Feb.
1916.
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LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE
DALY MEMORIAL HALL, BANGALORE.

At the ceremony of the laying the Foundation
Stone of the Daly Memorial Hall at Bangalore, on 31st
August 1916, His Highness the Maharaja made the
following speech :—

Father Tabard, Ladies and Gentlemen,—
The building of which I am just going to lay
the foundation stone is intended to provide a
local habitation for the Mythic Society and to
honor the memory of my friend, Col. Sir Hugh
Daly, who was till recently Resident in this
State. Both these objects have my warmest
sympathy.

In the address just read, Father Tabard
has told us how largely the Mythic Society
owed its development to Sir Hugh’s encourage-
men$ and support during the past five years.
His active interest in the progress of the State
and his geniality have won for him a warm
place in the hearts of the people of Mysore.
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Within a very short time of his arrival here, I
came to regard him as a valued friend.

I am glad that by the substantial con-
tribution made by my Government and the
principal officers of my State assisted by sub-
scriptions from outside, it has become possible
for the Mythic Society to attain its chief
desire, namely, to own a building of its own.
I learn that the Society gives its chief atten-
tion to researches connected with Mysore
History and Archzology and I earnestly hope
that, when its objects become better known,
the people of Mysore at large, not the learned
few only, will begin to feel pride and interest
in its work.

Much of the credit for the success of the
Society and the project for this building is due
to Father Tabard who has been its founder
and mainstay. Without him and his enthu-
siasm for antiquarian research, the Society
would not have attained its present position.

02

31st Aug.
1916.
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31st Aug. I have read the addresses delivered by Father
1916, Tabard at the annual meetings of the Society
for the last two years and I am much struck
by his love of Mysore and its traditions and
his appreciation of the magnificent relics of
bygone times found in this country.
The building will serve to recall to the
memory of the future generations the name of
a high-minded British Officer who was a
sincere friend of Mysore and its people. It
will bring together Europeans and Indians to
work on a platform for an object which appeals
to the higher intellectual tastes of civilised
life. I have no doubt that, in the fullness
of time, the researches conducted within its
walls will reveal many a brilliant page in the
past history of Mysore.
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INAUGURATION OF THE MYSORE
UNIVERSITY SENATE.

When a separate University for Mysore was estab-
lished in 1916, His Highness the Maharaja became its
Chancellor. At the inauguration of its Senate on the
12th October 1916, His Highness, as Chancellor, made
the following speech :—

Myr. Vice-Chancellor and Gentlemen of the
Senate,—It gives me sincere pleasure to be
present on this historic occasion of the opening
of the First Senate Meeting of the Mysore
University. I think we all realise the solem-

‘nity and importance of to-day’s ceremony. It

marks an epoch in the development of educa-
tion in the Mysore State; for, what could be
more significant in our history than the
creation, at the express desire of the people,
of a national University !

It is the first University in this country to
be founded outside the limits of British India,
and is an institution which meets the special
needs of Mysore and which will in time

12th Oct.
1916.
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have far-reaching effects on the intellectual
progress and the material development of
the State.

I feel that, on this occasion, I should
publicly state how great is the debt of gratitude
we owe to the University of Madras under
whose fostering care both the constituent
Colleges of our University have attained their
present state of high efficiency. Nearly all
our most distinguished Mysoreans owe their
education to the same University and are
justly proud of the connection. Our Univer-
sity may fitly be compared to a child which
reaches years of discretion and leaves the
parental home to establish one of its own with
a grateful memory of its happy childhood.

The Madras University has, however, a
very wide area under its control, and the time
has also come to make certain changes to adapt
our educational system to the actual needs of
the people. The ideal of University life which
the constitution of the older Universities of
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India has hitherto favoured no longer remains
the same, and the creation of teaching local
Universities is the inevitable outcome of the
circumstances of the present time.

Our University is in reality one of the
first fruits of the benevolent policy, inaugu-
rated by the Government of India, of the
encouragement of smaller and more compact
Universities approximating to the unitary
type.

I am sure you have all listened with
interest to the Registrar’s report and to the
learned and thoughtful address of our Vice-
Chancellor, Rajamantrapravina Mr. H. V.
Nanjundayya. I do not propose to dwell on
the special features of our University which
have been so fully discussed by the Vice-
Chancellor. I would rather confine my
remarks to the more obvious advantages which
a small University like ours enjoys as compared
with the older and more widespread Indian
Universities.

12th Oct.
1916.
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It is, I think, obvious that our University,
with only two federated Colleges, will come
into special touch with the professors and
students in a way which is not possible in the
case of the older Universities with their sys-
tem of affiliated Colleges spread over vast
areas. The advantage is enhanced in the case
of the Mysore University by the appointment
of a full-time Vice-Chancellor who can devote
all his energy to administrative work and
establish intimate relations with the professors
and lecturers. This feature of our University
is, 8o far, unique in India and, at this initial
stage, most satisfactory.

Another advantage is that we have a
special guarantee of harmony and efficiency in
the fact that the Principals of the two Col-
leges and representative professors have a
place on the Council, and therefore a direct
voice in prescribing courses of study, in
directing examinations and, in fact, in every
detail of the administration. This intimate



KRISHNARAJA WADIYAR BAHADUR 201

Inauguration of the Mysore University Senate.

connection between the teaching staff and the
University is still further strengthened by the
fact that all the professors, without exception,
are constituted members of the University and
have a seat on the Senate.

Another very important feature in a small
University is the stricter control which it can
exercise over the social life of the students.
The Unions which are to be built at Mysore
and Bangalore will encourage the best form
of Club life among both professors and stu-
dents. The hostels which we intend to extend
and amplify will develop the residential feature
in University life.  Supervision will be
exercised also over non-residential students
who are not living with their parents or rela-
tions.

I need hardly point out how great a sti-
mulus will be given to the important branch
of athletics by the development of residential
life, the erection of Gymnastic and Cricket
Pavilions and the direct influence of the

12th Oct
1916.
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Professors who will, in time, be provided with
residences in the University areas.

The Mysore University is wisely beginning
in a modest way, postponing, until it has
passed through the initial stage, the estab-
lishment of Schools of Law, Medicine, Engi-
neering and Commerce. QOur present Engi-
neering, Mechanical and Commercial Schools,
for their part also, need to be developed before
they can be profitably taken over by the
University, and I am glad to know that a
Committee has been appointed to see how far
these institutions can be immediately im-
proved.

I am naturally interested in the special
encouragement of Kannada literature which
is provided for in the University Scheme; we
all know that study of the Vernaculars is very
apt to be neglected now-a-days in both
Schools and Colleges, and 1 am glad to see
that our University scheme provides for a
fuller and more continuous course of teaching
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not only in Kannada but also in the other
Vernaculars of Southern India which are
spoken in Mysore.

Our University will also be engaged in
diffusing knowledge among that section of my
people who, for various reasons, may not be
able to participate in the courses and disci-
pline appointed for the regular examinations.
It is with this object that the scheme provides
for the establishment of Extension and Publi-
cation departments. I trust that the Univer-
sity will soon be able to develop fully this side
of its activities with due regard to the
practical needs of the country.

Gentlemen, I feel I should not omit to
refer on this occasion to the active sympathy
and support we received from Lord Hardinge
and Sir Hugh Daly in bringing this Univer-
sity into existence. I should also like to say
how highly we value the assistance and advice
of gentlemen from outside my State who
have, at much personal sacrifice and trouble,
consented to work on our Senate.

12th Oect.
1916.
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In conclusion, I feel that I ought to say
a few words as to what I think should be the
aim of our University. In the first place we
should spare no effort to gain for the Mysore
University the respect of the educational world.
This end can only be achieved by maintaining
a really high standard of teaching and ex-
amination and also by never allowing that
standard to be lowered, however strongly you
may be tempted by the lure of numerical re-
sults. It should be the aim, too, of the Univer-
sity to turn out graduates who are not merely
learned but who are of high character and
bear the stamp of general culture and refine-
ment which are the distinguishing marks of
every true gentleman. This is a high ideal
but if the Mysore University helps to realise
it, she will have played an important part in
the development of Higher Education in India.
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On the 18th October 1916, before giving away the
prizes to the successful Exhibitors, His Highness the
Maharaja made the following speech at the Dasara
Industrial and Agricultural Exhibition, Mysore:—

Ladies and Gentlemen,—I1 propose to say
only a few words on this occasion to express
the interest I take in this Exhibition. I am
glad to find that the organizers of this Exhi-
bition have succeeded in maintaining it at the
high level of former years and have added
some special features of interest. Mr. Banerji
and the Committee are to be warmly congratu-
lated on the success which has attended their
efforts. The figures given by Mr. Banerji are
evidence of the fact that this show is becom-
ing increasingly popular and that it affords
recreation as well as instruction to the large
crowds who flock into our Capital during the
Dasara season.

I am pleased to see that there are an
increasing number of Exhibits from other

18th Oct.
1916.
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Indian States. I also noticed with pleasure
a8 I went round this morning, that the
Women's Section is growing every year in
interest and importance. Here, again, we are
indebted to the labours of a strong Committee
of ladies who have spared no pains in making
this section attractive. I will only say, in con-
clusion, that it gives me sincere pleasure to be
present here and give away the prizes.
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ADDRESS TO THE INDIAN SCIENCE
CONGRESS.

His Highness the Maharaja presided at the opening
of the Indian Science Congress held at Bangalore on
10th January 1917 and, in doing so, delivered the follow-
ing address i—

Sir Alfred Bourne, Ladies and Gentle-
men,—It was with real pleasure that I accepted
Sir Alfred Bourne’s invitation to preside at
the opening of this year’s Indian Science
Congress as it has given me an opportunity of
greeting a distinguished body of scientists and
research workers who have come from all
parts of India to take part in its deliberations.
Few places could be more appropriate than
Bangalore for the meeting of such a Congress
for here is located the lcading Institute of Re-
scarch in India administered by your distin-
guished President. We have also, in the
neighbourhood, the gold mines, large reservoir
and water-supply works and an important
hydro-electric installation, all of which are

10th Jan.
1917.
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practical instances of the application of science
to industry.

The last half a century has witnessed a
marvellous progress in the application of
science to the needs of man. Inventions and
improvements have been pouring in with be-
wildering rapidity. Transport by land, water
and air has been quickened and cheapened.
The uses of science for alleviating sickness
have been multiplied. That fever can be
defeated by science has been demonstrated by
what has been done on the Panama Canal.

Meeting as we do here in an atmosphere
of peace and sunshine, our thoughts cannot
but turn to the great war and to the terrible
scenes of death and destruction which are
being enacted in Central Europe. One cannot
help feeling it a tragedy that science, to which
the world so largely owes its progress and
civilisation, is being, as it were, debased in this
war and used for the purpose of destroying
human life.
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But may we not hope that good may
come out of evil and that the lesson which
the present war will leave behind it of the
appalling results of applying the discoveries
of science to the destruction of the human
race may eventually bring about a world’s
peace by making the very thought of war
abhorrent ? May we not look forward to a
time when science will be hailed not only as
the beacon light of civilisation but as the
world’s peacemaker?

The efforts that are being made since the
outbreak of the war to develop science and
trade and promote the economic efficiency of
the British Isles cannot fail to have their effect
on Indian conditions. Therecent appointment
of the Industries Commission by the Govern-
ment of India will also doubtless help in the
same direction.

Scientific education in India is in its
infancy and her industrial output per head
of population is as yet a negligible quantity.

P

10th Jan.
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India, at the rate her population is growing,
cannot long maintain herself by merely grow-
ing raw produce. Science has soon to come
to the aid of her agriculture and industry to
maintain her population.

Of one thing, I am certain; that is, that
practical scientific work will be most remune-
rative in this country in the near future if
concentrated on questions connected with pro-
duction. Problems of practical interest should
obtain priority. Abstruse problems may wait
or may be left to the learned few, at all events
for the next 10 or 15 years until science be-
comes more popular among the masses.

I think some organization on the lines of
the Advisory Board recently brought into exis-
tence in Engload for the development of
scientific and industrial research, acting in co-
operation with existing institutions, should be
attempted also in this country. The Indian
Institute of Science, the Indian Science Con-
gress, the Pusa Research Institute and other
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similar bodies, working in unison with such an igtll,; Jan.
organization, will produce far better results )
than if they worked as isolated units.

The Indian Institute of Science was estab-
lished Here with the object of providing facili-
ties for advanced scientific research. We in
Mysore have already begun to benefit in a
small practical way from the labours of the
Chemists employed in that institution. In
order to enhance its practical utility, it might
be of advantage to associate in some manner,
with the Council of the Institute, practical
manufacturers and commercial men drawn
from the classes who will benefit by its work.
The Institute also requires further considerable
expansion of its practical side. And not one,
but several such academies, will be needed t-
meet adequately the growing educational and
industrial needs of the Indian Continent.

I have looked at these questions from
the point of view of a layman and to me the

problem centres, not in mere investigation
P2
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but in the speedy application of the discoveries
of science to the practical needs of the country.
May I express once more the sincere plea-
sure which I feel in meeting such a disting-
uished body of scientific men in my own city
of Bangalore. This is the first large Congress
that has ever met here but I hope it may be
the precursor of many more in future years.
Ladies and gentlemen, 1 have now much
pleasure in declaring this Congress open.
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PRIZE DISTRIBUTION AT THE VANI VILAS
URSU GIRLS' SCHOOL, MYSORE.

His Highness the Maharaja |made the following 24th June
gspeech at the Prize Distribution to the students of the 1917.
Vani Vilas Ursu Girls’ School, Mysore, in June 1917 :—

Ladies and Gentlemen,—My mother and
I have listened with much pleasure to the
report which Mr. Nanjundaraj Urs has just
read, for it shows that the school has not only
supplied a real want but has been productive
of much good to the girls of our community.
It is our hope as it is our constant endeavour
to increase its usefulness in every way and I
trust that the community too will not be back-
ward in availing itself of the opportunity that
it offers for educating their girls on sound and
rational lines. Any suggestion calculated to
enhance the usefulness of this school will
always receive our sympathetic consideration.
As you know, the school was started in April
1913 with twenty girls. Boarders were ad-
mitted into it two years later. The present
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strength is 25 Day pupils and 31 Boarders
which, T think, is satisfactory enough as far as
it goes.

We are very pleased to note that cooking
is not neglected nor is gardening. Games
too, I hope, are receiving adequate attention.
A healthy mind in a healthy body is doubly
necessary in the case of our girls who have to
observe the Purdah system.

The present building is, perhaps, not quite
suitable for the purposes of this school. Iam
thinking of having a new place specially built
for it in the not distant future in the New
Extension. Quarters will also be built for the
school staff and I hope it will in course of
time become a really model institution.

I am glad that the curriculum prescribed
in the Education Department is being followed
in the school. That seems the only satis-
factory way of gauging the progress of your
girls as compared with those of similar
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institutions in the State. I am also in favour %332_‘7““8
of allowing the girls to appear for the Govern-

ment examination. It will act as an incentive

to study; whereas, reading, without a definite

goal in view, cannot but affect their enthusiasm

and willingness to learn.

I would thank the girls on behalf of my
mother and myself for the welcome and enter-
tainment they have given us. I would also
heartily congratulate all the prize winners on
the awards they have received to-day and in
that I am sure their fellow students will heart-
ily and sincerely join. Ican offer you, girls,
no better wish than that your connection with
this school may ever be to you an influence
for good which you will gratefully remember
and that the ideals of conduct, of duty and of
manners here presented may enable you, what-
ever your life-work may be, to perform it with
credit to yourselves and so as to bring honour
upon this place.
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I must take this opportunity of expressing
a word of thanks to Mr. Nanjundaraj Urs, who,
from the very commencement, has been the
chief pillar of this institution, has worked for
it and looked after it with rare devotion and
perseverance, through good report and evil, and
I am glad that he will continue his good work
as a member of the new Committee which I
bave appointed for managing the affairs of this
school.

Before closing my remarks, let me appeal
to the whole Ursu Community—both men and
women—particularly the latter, to spare no
pains in educating their children. It is not
enough to have educated sons only. Educated
daughters are just as necessary. Those days
are long past when women could afford to be
uneducated and ignorant. There can be no
greater slur on a community at the present day
than that its women are uneducated and I say
with all the earnestness that I can command
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that the Ursu Community must realise its 24th June
responsibilities in this direction and take 1917,
time by the forelock and come to the front in

this vital matter of education. That is the

one sovereign remedy for all our ills—social

or political—and let us not ignore it.
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Reply to Chamrajnagar Municipal Council
Address.

When His Highness the Maharaja visited Chamraj-
nagar on 8th Dec. 1917, the Municipal Council of that
place presented His Highness with an address to which
His Highness returned the following reply :—

Gentlemen,—I thank you most sincerely
on behalf of Her Highness my mother and
myself for the words of welcome contained in
your address. We have long wished to pay a
visit to this historic town which is so closely
connected with our family and on which my
grand-father conferred so many benefits.

I appreciate very deeply the congratula-
tions which you express on the title recently
conferred on me by His Majesty the King-
Emperor in recognition of the part which
Mysore has played in helping the great cause
for which Great Britain and her Allies are so
gallantly struggling. It is a source of great
pride to myself that my Imperial Service
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Troops are upholding the name of Mysore at
the front and I aw sure that you will all share
this feeling.

You refer in your address to the water-
supply difficulty in this town and you ask for
the assistance of Government in financing a
water-supply as well as a drainage scheme. I
may tell you that both these questions are
under investigation by the Public Works
Department. When the schemes are comple-
ted, the question of financing them will be
taken up and your suggestion that some assis-
tance should be given to the Municipality from
local temple funds will receive my sympathetic
consideration.

The extension of the railway from Nanjan-
gud to Erode occupies a prominent place in the
Mysore Government’s railway programme and
it is a scheme in which I am personally and
very deeply interested. You may rely on my
sparing no effort in actively pushing the
construction of this most important line. I

8th Deec.
1917.
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understand the District Board of Mysore is
considering the question of making a railway
as far as Chamrajnagar by means of a special
loan and the people of this taluk can help the
District Board materially in this matter by
subscribing to such a loan.

As regards the Suvarnavathi Irrigation
Project, I find that an estimate was prepared
several years ago and that the project is again
under investigation. I hope that my Govern-
ment will soon be in a position to pass orders
on this question and that it may be found
possible to carry out this important project, the
completion of which will add greatly to the
prosperity of this taluk.

It has always been my earnest desire to
promote the welfare of my people and as you
are aware, my Government, under the guidance
of my able and public-spirited Dewan, Sir
M. Visvesvaraya, is making special endeavours
to promote education, to develop the resources
of the country and to increase the material
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wealth of the people. I can only appeal to
you all to develop the spirit of co-operation
with Government, for, I need not remind you
that Government can achieve very little by its
own unaided efforts and that any real progress
must depend on the initiative and the public
spirit of the people themselves. You must not
look to Government or its officers to do every-
thing for you but must learn to be self-reliant
and to develop the resources of the country by
your own independent efforts also.

In conclusion, I thank you once more for
your loyal welcome and wish you every pros-
perity in the future.

8th Dec.
1917.
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REPLY TO THE ADDRESS OF THE NON-
BRAHMIN DEPUTATION.

A deputation consisting of six members representing
the Non-Brahmins of the State waited on His Highness
the Maharaja at Karikal Thotty, Palace, Mysore, on 24th
June 1918 and presented an address praying for Com-
munal Representation, for a larger proportion of appoint-
ments for their communities in the public service and
for liberal encouragement for the education of the masses.
His Highness replied as follows to the deputation:—

Gentlemen,—1 welcome this opportunity
of receiving a deputation from members of
Communities who consider they are labouring
under special disadvantages.

I do not wish to refer in detail to the
specific requests which you have made in the
Address and shall only make a few general
observations in regard to them on this occasion.
But I may tell you that I quite understand
your point of view and I shall see that your
grievances are carefully and sympathetically
enquired into and redressed as far as possible.
It has always been my earnest desire to see
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all classes of my subjects represented in just
proportion in public service. The prepond-
erance of the Brahmins in the Government
service is due to inevitable causes and I feel
convinced that time and the spread of educa-
tion and enlightenment will gradually remove
the inequality of which you rightly complain.
At the same time I must tell you that it is far
from my desire that any community should in
any way be penalised on account of its caste
simply because it has worked hard and utilised
fully the opportunities for advancement which
are open to all my subjects. For I believe I
have in the Brahmin community as loyal
subjects as any among my people. Nor can I
for a moment forget the eminent services
rendered in the past and are still being rendered
to my House and State by the representatives
of that gifted community. My ambition is to
pursue a righteous policy, as between various
castes and communities in the State, neither
unduly favouring nor suppressing any

24th June
1918.
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24th June community but trying to uplift them all for

1918.

the permanent good of the State.

My Government is using its utmost
endeavours to encourage backward classes in
the State and you may rest assured that this
policy of affording special facilities and en-
couragement to all communities who are lag-
ging behind in the race of progress will be
steadily pursued in future even more than it
has been in the past.

As regards the Local Self-Government
Bills which you refer to, Government will be
careful to retain powers of nomination and
these powers will be exercised to correct
inequality in the representation of classes and
interests. I am not prepared, for the present
at all events, to go further than this and you
must loyally abide by my decision in the
matter.

Gentlemen, I am anxious that these ques-
tions should not create a cleavage among my
people. 'While, as I have already told you, I
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sympathise with the objects which you have
generally in view and while my Government
will do its utmost to further your advancement,
it is my desire that in carrying on your propa-
ganda, you should be careful not to do anything
that would in any manner mar the unity and
harmonious relations which have hitherto
existed to a great extent among the different
classes of my subjects and which, I consider,
are an essential condition of all real progress.
I appeal to the Brahmin community also to
behave likewise in a conciliatory and tolerant
spirit towards the other classes and my Brah-
min officers, I feel sure, will co-operate with
my Government in advancing the interests of
the other classes also in the State and show
practical sympathy with them in their natural
aspirations.

24th June
1918.
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THE FIRST CONVOCATION OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF MYSORE.

His Highness the Maharaja the Chancellor, in
calling upon Sir Asutosh Mookerjee to address the gradua-
tes, made the following speech at the First Convocation
of the University of Mysore held on the 19th October
1918 :—

Mr. Vice-Chancellor, Ladies and Gentle-
men,—It was with great pride and pleasure that
I presided two years ago at the first meeting
of the Senate of the Mysore University, and i-
gives me even more gratification to atten:
this, our first Convocation, which will alwa:-
be remembered as a land-mark in the historv
of Education in Mysore.

On the last occasion that I addressed you,
I referred to the circumstances which led to
the foundation of our University and to the
hopes and ambitions which I entertained for its
future. It is satisfactory to find from the
Annual Report of the University that the ideals
referred to in my address have been steadily
kept in view.
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During the past two years the University lstb Qct.
has enlarged its activities by instituting the
Degrees of Commerce and Engineering and
proposals are under consideration for starting
other Faculties.

I am gratified to learn that both the
Engineering College and the Commerce Classes
have attracted a large number of students,
more in fact than we could afford to admit.
This is a healthy sign indicating an apprecia-
tion on the part of the public of the business
and technical side of Education.

Considerable additions have been made
to the teaching and professorial staff of the
University and I am glad that we have suc-
ceeded in securing the services of Professors
of known ability and high qualifications.

It is my earnest desire that the higher
education of women should be increasingly
developed, and I wish that I could have seen
not one but ten lady graduates before imne
to-day. I look forward to the time when

Q2



19th Oct.
1918.

228 SPEECHES BY HIS HIGHNESS SRI

The first Convocation of the University of Mysore.

every district in Mysore will be supplied with
trained lady-graduate teachers.

Our University attaches great importance
to the study of the Vernaculars which are made
compulsory throughout the course, and the
Publication Bureau is doing very useful work
in encouraging the publication of books written
in good Kannada. I am particularly interested,
to0, in the means which are being adopted to
encourage the study of Sanskrit.

The Sanskrit Library, which is under a
re-organised Committee, will find fuller scope
for its activities when it enters into possession
of the new building now under construction.
I trust that the University will do all in its
power to foster the study of our mother-tongue
and of Sanskrit, two languages which must
always command the sympathy and interest of
all educated Mysoreans.

The lectures under the University Ex-
tension Scheme have so far been confined to
the two University Centres of Mysore and
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Bangalore and I am glad to find that the
work is now being extended to the interior of
Mysore.

This is, T think, a very important develop-
ment, for it is to the remote parts of the State,
which have not the educational advantages of
our two capital cities that we should specially
direct our efforts to introduce a higher standard
of culture among the people.

I attach the highest importance to a
proper Tutorial System in this University and
I understand that a serious effort is being
made to introduce a Tutorial Scheme. The
problem is a difficult one.

I am particularly interested in the housing
of our University students and it is satisfac-
tory to find that the University realizes its
responsibility in this matter. The buildings
and conveniences of the Maharaja’'s College
Hostel have been recently extended and I
hope that no time will be lost in providing
further accommodation for the students of

19th Oet.
1918.
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the Central and Engineering Colleges at
Bangalore. Many of our students cannot
afford to live in the hostels, and an endeavour
should be made to establish cheap messing
houses in suitable localities for such students.

Education cannot be confined to intellec-
tual effort. Its physical, moral and social
aspects should receive their due attention
even in a teaching University. The erec-
tion of Union buildings both here and at
Bangalore is an important step in this diree-
tion, and I hope that some workable scheme of
physical culture, with voluntary medical ins-
pection may be shortly introduced. A cricket
pavilion has been built at Mysore and I hope
that a Swimming Bath will before long give our
students a new form of exercise and recrea-
tion.

But even more significant than all the
signs of activity and progress which I have
touched on, is the fact that the Mysore
University has been exceedingly jealous in
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maintaining the high standard of its examina-
tions and that its authorities realize the
importance of appointing outside Examiners.

In our enthusiasm for our University,
we must not forget that its efficiency largely
depends on the schools which serve as its
feeders. Already our University is trying to
improve these institutions by setting a high
standard for the Entrance Examination, by
prescribing the curriculla of the Collegiate
classes, and by inspection and general super-
vision. My Government have only recently
sanctioned very generous grants for the better
equipment of their important classes.

There is unfortunately a limit to the
resources which my Government can afford to
place at the disposal of the University. The
cost of higher education is steadily increasing
and if educational opportunities are to be open
to all my subjects and not confined to the
richer classes only, public support must be
forthcoming in an ever increasing degree. I

19th Oct.
1918.
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am glad to learn that during the short period

~of its existence the University has evoked

the spontaneous liberality of many public
spirited citizens and has received endowments
to the value of over one lakh of rupees.

It is a gratifying fact that we have been
able to hold our First Convocation at the
actual seat of our University and in the centre
of those new buildings which are a tangible
proof of our earnest desire to make the Mysore
University a complete and fully equipped seat
of learning.

It is only fitting that I should refer on
this public occasion to the wonderful suec-
cession of victories which are crowning the
arms of the British and Indian armies and
their allies in the terrible War which has hung
like a cloud over the civilised world for over
four years. Thank God the cloud is lifting
and victory in the cause of justice and liberty
seems to be actually in sight.

But though the cloud of War is shewing
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a silver lining, we are, I grieve to say passing
through a dark period of adverse season and
epidemic disease which cannot but sadden
us all. The monsoon has failed in many
parts of the State and the prolonged drought
and War conditions have raised the cost of
the necessaries of life to famine prices. Added
to this, a severe Influenza epidemic has
appeared and raised the mortality to alarming
proportions. I appeal to the public to fight
the scourge with courage by means of effective
local organization and mutual help. I have
directed that no expenditure should be stinted,
or efforts spared, on measures of relief, so
far as they lie in the power of my Govern-
ment; and I may assure the people that my
own thoughts are constantly with them in
their sufferings and bereavements.

I feel that I should acknowledge on this
public occasion a debt of gratitude from
myself and my people to Sir M. Visvesvaraya,
the Dewan of my State. It was chiefly his

19th Oct.
1918.
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patriotism, his enthusiasm and his unflinch-
ing advocacy which converted what was
once little more than a dream of the future
into a living creation and his name will
always be remembered, above all others as
the man to whom our University owes its
being.

I will not detain you by any long words of
exhortation addressed to those who have
received the hall-mark of a University Degree
to-day. That duty I can leave with perfect
confidence to my guest, Sir Asutosh Mookerjee
who, at much sacrifice of time and trouble,
has given testimony to his unflagging interest
in the cause of University Education by
consenting to come to Mysore and address
you. I need hardly tell him how very graseful
I feel to him and how highly I appreciate
his presence here to-day. I would like, how-
ever, to give you graduates one thought to
carry away with youby quoting some eloguent
words used by Mr. Asquith ina Rectorial
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address to the students of the University
of Aberdeen :—

“Keep always with you, wherever your
course may lie, the best and most enduring
gift that a University can bestow, the com-
pany of great thoughts, the inspiration of
great ideals, the example of great achieve-
ments, the consolation of great failures; so
equipped you can face without perturbation
the buffets of circumstance, the caprice of
fortune, all the inscrutable vicissitudes of
life.”

I will now call upon Sir Asutosh Mookerjee
to address the graduates.

19th Oect.
1918,
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At the prize distribution to the successful Exhibitors
at the Dasara Industrial and Agricultural Exhibition,
held on 22nd October 1918, His Highness the Maharaja
made the following speech :—

Ladtes and Gentlemen,—Once more our
Annnal Dasara Exhibition has run its course
and it is my pleasant duty to distribute the
principal prizes to successful Exhibitors. I
wish that we could have met under bappier
circumstances and that the complete success
which this Exhibition deserves had not been
somewhat marred by the adverse season and
the sickness which is prevailing everywhere
and which has naturally kept away many
visitors, besides depriving the Committee of
the services of their Secretary and a number
of their working staff. Notwithstanding these
difficulties, I feel that I may sincerely con-
gratulate Mr. Banerji, his officers and the
Members of the Committee on the success of
their labours. I have myself visited the
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Exhibition and I can give the promoters no
higher praise than by expressing my belief
that they have achieved the object aimed
at in their Prospectus, namely, to encourage
the arts and industries of the State by pre-
senting a display of our material resources,
processes of manufacture and products and to
give the public some idea of the practical aid
which the technical departments of Govern-
ment and the Economic Conference are giving
to Industrial enterprise.

It gives me the greatest pleasure to dis-
tribute the awards and to show by my presence
here to-day the deep interest which I take in
the Mysore Dasara Exhibition.

22nd Och.
1918.
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MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE OF MYSORE
ON ARMISTICE DAY.

The following message was issued by His Highness
the Maharaja to the people of Mysore on Armistice
Day, 7th December 1918 :—

I desire on this day of universal rejoicing
to address a Special Message to my beloved
people in Mysore.

We are celebrating to-day the complete
and glorious victory which Great Britain and
her Allies have won under a divine Providence
against a powerful and ruthless foe whose
avowed object was to crush the liberty of
Europe under the heel of a Military autocracy.
I ask you to join in the rejoicing of the whole
British Empire over the trinmph of the sacred
cause of freedom and justice.

His Gracious Majesty the King-Em-
peror and his illustrious Consort, who have set,
throughout the war, a magnificent example
of courage, sympathy and patriotism to all
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their subjects, should be especially in our
thoughts to-day.

At this time when my people are sad-
dened by the terrible ravages of sickness,
their hearts may well turn in deepest sympathy
to the many thousands of sorrowing parents,
wives and children whom the war has be-
reaved. May they be consoled by the thought
that the sacrifice which their dead heroes
offered for their country was not made in vain
and that “their name liveth for ever more !”

We should always remember, with ad-
miration and gratitude, the heroism and
endurance displayed throughout the War by
the sailors and soldiers of the British Empire
and we may reflect with special pride that
India has played a noble part in the great
struggle on almost every front, and has sent
her sons in thousands to fight and die as
brothers in arms, with the soldiers of Great
Britain and her Allies. I am proud to think
that our own Mysore Troops have played

7th Deec.
1918.
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their part, however small, with gallantry and
distinction and have helped to cement the
bond of affection and gratitude which has, for
over a century, united Mysore to the British
Government perhaps wmore closely than any
other Indian State.

Let us all earnestly pray that the cessa-
tion of the hostilities which we celebrate
to-day may be the forerunner of a just and
abiding peace and of an era of prosperity and
happiness throughout the world.
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THE BENARES HINDU UNIVERSITY CONVO-
CATION, JANUARY 1919.

In 1915, when the Benares Hindu University was
founded, His Highness the Maharaja of Mysore was
elected the First Chancellor of the University. The
following address was delivered by His Highness, as
Chancellor at the Convocation of that University held
on the 17th January 1919 :—

Your Highness, Mr. Vice-Chancellor,
Ladies and Gentlemen,—1 esteem it a high
privilege to preside at the first Convocation
of this University in the presence of such
a distinguished gathering. Although the dis-
tance of Benares from my own territories
does not permit my visiting the University
as often as I could wish, or associating myself
very closely with its affairs, yet, believe me,
I shall always take the deepest interest in its
welfare and shall recall with gratification the
great honour which the University authorities
have paid to me in selecting me as their First
Chancellor,

B

17th Jan.
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The history of the Benares University
illustrates the unwearying courage of the
leaders of the movement, their capacity for
sustained effort, their co-operation and their
powers of organisation. To-day we may recall
with pride and gratitude the pioneer work
of the illustrious promoters of the Hindu
University movement—His Highness the
Maharaja of Benares, the Maharaja of
Dharbhanga, the Hon’ble Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya, who has dedicated his fine talents
to the service of this institution and to whose
devotion and untiring labours the scheme
mainly owes its inauguration, Mrs. Besant,
who placed at our disposal a fully organised
College which enables us to make an early
start, Their Highnesses the Maharajas of
Gwalior, Kashmir and Bikanir, and others
whose services will ever live in the memory of
our people.

Of the many important measures which
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distinguish the Viceroyalty of Lord Hardinge,
not the least in its beneficent and far-reach-
ing effects is the Benares Hindu University
Act of 1915, by which the Government of
India, under his inspiration and guidance, set
the seal of its approval upon one of the
greatest popular educational movements of
the times. Lord Hardinge thus earned the
eternal gratitude of the Hindus by generously
permitting the establishment of an institution
upon which the entire community had set its
heart, and I have no doubt that the founda-
tion of the University was well and truly
laid by the hands of one who sympathised so
deeply with Indian needs and aspirations.
Nor should I omit, on this occasion, to
acknowledge with gratitude the conspicuous
services rendered to our cause by Sir Harcourt
Butler, who was Educational Member of the
Government of India at the time when the

Act was passed and who still maintains a keen
R 2

17th Jan,
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17th Jan. interest in the affairs of the University. 1

1919.

grieve to think that this young University
has suffered so early in its career, two serious
bereavements—one by the death of Sir Sundar
Lal, its first Vice-Chancellor to whose untir-
ing exertions it owes much of its initial suc-
cess and the second, by the death of His
Highness the Maharaja of Jodhpur, whose
princely munificence enabled it to proceed
with the organisation of the important de-
partment of Technology. There is not one
of us here, who does not feel that this occa-
sion has been saddened by the absence from
our midst of these two notable benefactors.
After many vicissitudes and many years
of toil, we are assembled here to-day to gather
the first fruits of our labours and this import-
ant event in the history of our University
comes happily at a time when the most terrible
War that the world has ever seen, is at an
end. We rejoice on such an occasion to
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congratulate His Majesty the King-Emperor
and the British Nation on the decisive victory
of the British Empire and its Allies. The
War has demonstrated the greatness of the
British character, no less than the deep-
rooted loyalty of the Princes and people of
India to the British connection. May we
hope that the outlook of the human race is
changing and that a new era is dawning on
a world saddened by the tears and sacrifices
of many nations—an era of the reign of right
as opposed to might, of principle as opposed
to expediency, and of peace as opposed o ag-
gression ?

Though, as the recent War has shown us,
it does not necessarily follow that every in-
crease of knowledge is accompanied by a bet-
terment of conduct, still the doctrine that
knowledge is virtue, is one to which our
Vedanta gives support when it attributes
sin and downfall to “Avidya” or ignorance

17th Jan
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and sees in “Vidya” or Enlightenment the
liberation and perfection of the soul. There-
fore, centres of culture like this University
have a noble purpose to serve and can contri-
bute materially to the enlargement of human
ideals and to the promotion of interracial
and international fellowship. But they can
achieve this end only if their outlook is as
wide as humanity itself.

This University is the most striking mani-
festation of India’s effort at self-determination
and self-expression. It is, or it ought to be,
the embodiment of the very soul of Hindu
India, her noble traditions, elevating impulses,
and devotional culture. 1t is the first private
University in the country as contrasted with
Government Foundations and it has, for that
reason, possibilities of freedom and self-
development peculiarly its own. Along with
the project for the Aligarh University, which
I sincerely trust will soon be an accomplished
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fact, it has done much to quicken the confi-
dence of Indians in their capacity to take
independent charge of education in all its
grades and is entitled, in no small degree, to
the credit of having ushered in a new epoch in
the history of higher education in India—an
epoch marked by the foundation of compact
unitary Universities of the teaching and resi-
dential type, organised and administered by
Indians and adjusted, in varying degrees of
completeness, to the special conditions, re-
quirements and aspirations of Indians.

In all our future efforts, however, we
should always bear in mind the noble ideal
which was set forth in the Address presented
to Lord Hardinge, on the occasion of the cere-
mony of laying the foundation-stone of the
Hindu University, that in order to preserve
and promote our distinctive civilisation and
culture and to instruct our youth in the sacred
precepts of the religion, it was necessary to

17th Jan.
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build up an ideal University which would
seek to combine the practical efficiency of the
modern system of education with the high
spiritual ideals of ancient India. Especially
should we, Hindus, with our glorious past,
beware of the temptation to confuse patriotism
with blind adoration of ancient days, coupled
with a feeling of repugnance for everything
modern and foreign. No nation is impo-
verished by commerce with other nations; no
civilisation can suffer by intercourse with
other civilisations, and by an intelligent assi-
milation of the principles, ideas and practices
that have proved to be beneficial to other
peoples and countries. I trust, therefore, that
the Benares University will gather the fruit
of all ages and countries, will keep abreast of
modern progress and will bring up her chil-
dren to become healthy and strong and well-
fitted to remould the destinies of India on
sane, yet progressive, lines.
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The very location of this University in
the ancient sacred capital of Hindu India,
which has maintained unshaken its spiritual
sway through all changes of history, consti-
tutes an inspiration, both remarkable and
unique. There is a magic and enchantment
about the very name Benares which thrills
the heart and fires the imagination, setting in
motion a long train of ennobling, patriotic and
spiritual memories. Such sentiments should
not, however, be developed to the prejudice of
a liberal culture which sets its face against
sectarian strife and jealousy while keeping its
individuality. The Benares University should
develop such a culture in its widest sense as
the embodiment of a New and United India,
and should aim at a definite preparation for
citizenship in the largest sense of the term
as one of the principal ebjects to be pursued.
This will include moral education or training
of character. I understand that in America

17th Jan.
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where the problem of fusing a variety of
peoples into a common nationality, is as
urgent, though perhaps not so difficult, as in
India, education in citizenship, patriotism and
loyalty to the constitution have been included
amongst the objectives of the school system.
The cultivation of the ethics of citizenship
and patriotism is specially needed in India
where clan, tribe and caste have had a deplor-
able tendency to produce communal exclu-
siveness and differences. I trust that the
compulsory education in Hindu religion and
morals, which is a feature of this University,
will result in the promotion of a liberal culture
of the type contemplated above.

Besides, we have to bear another factor
in mind. The modern age is characterised by
the knowledge and cultivation of the physical
sciences and by their increasing application to
the methods of economic life. Scientific
knowledge and economic progress go hand in
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hand and form the very foundations of national
life, and unless we achieve both, we are bound
to fall behind in the march of progress. This
University should, therefore, address itself to
the development of its modern side by organi-
sing such practical Faculties as those of
Technology, Applied Chemistry, Agriculture
and Commerce, so that trained talent may be
available in the country for the development
of its vast and varied material resources. Let
the University turn out a new type of learned
men who will be fit to be the captains of our
Commerce and Industry, leading the country
along the paths of a sound economic advance
and winning for her a leading place in the
international industrial struggle.

There are some people who think that
India is becoming over-educated, and who
point to the large number of students seeking
admission into the different Universities and
to the glut that there is in the market for their

17th Jan.
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services as reasons for their belief, but com-
pared with foreign countries, the number of
people who have any education in India is
deplorably small, those possessing higher
education is smaller still, and there seems to
me to be no justification for regretting an
increase in the number of our graduates. But
all the same, there must be some good reason
somewhere for the distrust and suspicion with
which the overflowing of schools and colleges
is looked upon by some friendly critics. I
venture to suggest that the real trouble is not
over-education but miseducation, by which I
mean the giving of the wrong kind of education.
Doubtless in early days the necessities of
Government Service had a predominant in-
fluence in determining the extent and character
of the education given in India and the evil
complained of, viz., mis-education, is due to
the insistence on a type of education which is
no longer suited to our conditions, which has
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been out-grown in most other countries and
which requires to be altered in accordance
with the larger conceptions of education now
prevailing. One of the inevitable results of
this policy is the fetish which is still made of
Government Service which is the “be all” and
“end all” of a majority of the graduates who
leave our Universities. It looks a simple
truism to say that popular education cannot in
all points be similar to education intended for
a limited purpose or for a limited class, but it
is the neglect of this truism that must be held
to be responsible for one unsatisfactory aspect
of education in India. The more popular a
system of education is, the more thorough
should be its impregnation with the industrial
spirit, which will also have the further effect
of giving the precept regarding the dignity of
abour more reality than it has possessed so
ar in India.

It is gratifying to find that the Benares

17th Jan.
1919.
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University has already recognised the import-
ance of Technology, and has made preparations
for the formation of a Faculty in this subject.
In this connection, we may gratefully ac-
knowledge the princely donation which has
been given by His Highness the Maharaja of
Patiala in aid of the Department of Techno-
logy. I trust that the steps taken to establish
the Faculties of Agriculture and of Techno-
logy will soon lead to tangible results. This
country will, I am sure, realise that to equip
and conduct a Technological Faculty on up-to-
date lines, keeping pace with the improvements
in the mechanical arts and sciences that are
effected almost day by day, will cost a great
deal of money and that it will not be possible
to carry on operations successfully unless the
funds at the disposal of the University for
this purpose are vastly increased.

I would like to say a few words to the
new graduates and especially those who are
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about to leave the University. I would im- 17th Jan.
press on you, in the first place, the import- 1919,
ance of discipline in schools and colleges and

of self-discipline in after-life. There is no
walk of life in which the observance of disci-

pline is not essential to success. No army can

fight without it, no athletic team can succeed

in which discipline is not observed, no Govern-

ment administration or business firm can
“carry on ” unless those members of it, whose

duty it is to obey, submit themselves loyally

to their leaders and so learn in time to com-
mand others.

Finally, I would impress on you that you
should endeavour to combine in your lives a
real sense of religion with true culture: to
believe that you owe a duty to God and to
your fellow-men, and to aim at faith without
fanaticism, deference without weakness, polite-
ness without insincerity, and above all, in-
tegrity of character in thought, word and deed.
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The ideal is a high one but you can at least
try and live up to it. But even this is not
enough. The country needs something more
virile than the accomplished gentleman. It
needs men of enthusiasm, even more than re-
fined intellectuals pursuing the easy path of
worldly wisdom, worldly compromise and
worldly success. It needs men of stout hearts
and strong hands who will not allow ther
conscience to be drugged by sophistry of an
kind, or their nerve to be paralysed by the fea
of unpopularity, but will oppose wrong wher-
ever found, and fight unflinchingly the battl:
of social justice and emancipation, on beha!
of the weak and down-trodden. Like the Guruw
kula at Haridwar, every Indian Universit;
should aim at sending forth men filled witt
intense passion for service, and with zeal burn-
ing in their hearts. Indian Universities wi:
be judged by two standards, firstly, by ther
contribution to discovery, invention and the
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expansion of the field of science and art; and,
secondly, by the number and quality of the
men whom they send forth, filled with a genuine
devotion to the good of India and to the service
of their fellow-countrymmen of all grades and
ranks, irrespective of caste and creed. T have
every confidence that the Benares University,
itself the child of patriotic labour and sacrifice
and the inheritor of the highest traditions of
a spiritual people, will be able to satisfy both
these tests and will take a foremost place
amongst the influences that make for light

and leading in our ancient and beloved mother-
land.

It is my earnest hope—a hope which
I know will be echoed by millions of my
countrymen—that the Benares University
may not only be an object of special venera-
tion and solicitude to the Hindus, but may also
attract, by the quality of its secular education,
young men of all religious persuasions in

8
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India. The institution should be Indian first
and Hindu afterwards. The graduates who
receive their degrees to-day are a handful but
their number is destined to grow. I look for-
ward to the day when young men from all
parts of India will fill these lecture halls and
after completing their education will go out
skilled and capable, and equipped mentally,
morally, and physically to fight life’s battles
as citizens of this great country. If wisely
guided, the University should in due course
become & truly national institution of which
every Indian, whatever his race or creed, might
be justly proud.
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REPLY TO COOCH BEHAR SANSKRIT
LITERARY SOCIETY’S ADDRESS.

His Highness the Maharaja of Mysore visited 14th Feb,
Cooch Behar in February 1919. There an address was 1919.
presented to him by the Members of the Cooch Behar
Sanskrit Literary Society on 14th February 1919 and
the following is his reply to it :—

It is a great pleasure to me to meet the
Members of the Cooch Behar Sanskrit Literary
Society and to receive an address.

I thank you for your kind words of wel-
come, for the cordial sentiments which you
have so eloquently expressed towards me in
your address and for the appreciative terms in
which you refer to the efforts of my Govern-
ment to promote the Education and welfare
of my people.

I welcome this occasion of expressing my
sympathy with a body which devotes itself to
the preservation and study of our noble San-
skrit language, which has a sacred value to
every Hindu as the channel through which
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our ancient religion and culture have been
handed down to us from time immemorial.
I earnestly hope that this society may long
flourish under the patronage of your beloved
Maharaja as a centre for the interpretation
and dissemination of Sanskrit Literature.
It is a heritage which we, Hindus, should most
jealously safeguard, and such Societies as
yours do a real service to our motherland by
helping to preserve and popularise our ancient
learning and culture.

I know how devoted your Maharaja is to
the true interests of his people and it must be
a great encouragement to you that His
Highness’s brother, Maharaja Kumar Victor
Narayan, is your honoured President and takes
such an active interest in the work of your
Society.
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His Highness the Maharaja made the following
speech at the State Banquet held on 2nd December 1919,
in proposing the health of Their Excellencies Lord and
Lady Chelmsford :—

Your Excellencies, Ladiesand Gentlemen.—
It is with the sincerest pleasure that I rise
to propose the health of my distinguished
guests, Their Excellencies Lord and Lady
Chelmsford. I need hardly assure them how
much I have been looking forward to their
long deferred visit to my State, and how
anxious I am that they should thoroughly
enjoy it. Your Excellency has been received
with enthusiastic welcome by my people
wherever you have been, and you could have
no clearer proof than this of the deep-seated
loyalty and affection which they cherish
towards the King-Emperor and the British
Nation whose representative you are in India.
Time can only strengthen the ties which unite
us to the British Government.

2nd Deec-
1919.
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Your Excellency’s name and that of
Mr. Montagu, one of the most talented and
sympathetic Secretaries of State that India
has ever had, will always be associated with
India’s march towards the goal of Self-Govern-
ment under the @®gis of the British Crown.
Your Excellency’s services to India will, I am
sure, receive that full measure of approval from
its people which I feel they deserve. It 1s
only after the din of controversy has subsided
that the handiwork for which you have made
yourself responsible can be seen in its true
perspective, but I am confident that Your
Excellency’s name will ever live in the memory
of the people of this vast country as the Vice-
roy who secured for India a higher status
among the nations of the world and a real
step forward in the path towards political
freedom.

When I had the pleasure of receiving
Lord Hardinge in November 1913, I placed
before him an account of the measures which
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I was either carrying out or had in contem-
plation, for improving the administration of
the State and developing its natural resources.
Without attempting any detailed review of the
recent administration of my State I may say,
briefly, that during the last six years, increased
attention has been paid to the material and
moral development of the country. Under
Education, we have established a University
and have also adopted a definite programme
which will, we hope, in the near future, make
universal primary education in the State an
accomplished fact. Industrial education and
development in which Your Excellency has so
greatly interested yourself from the very com-
mencement of your term of office has been
receiving our special attention. We are ex-
panding our Railway system, and have also in
progress two large projects, the Reservoir at
Kannambady and the Iron Works at Benkipur.

It bas been my aim to associate the
people, as far as possible, with the administra-
tion of the State through the agencies of the

2nd Deec.
1919.



264 SPEFCHES BY HIS HIGHNESS SRI

Speech at Viceregal Banquet.

20d Dec. Legislative Council, the Representative As-

1919.

sembly, and the Economic Development
Board.

We have, in common with the rest of
India, recently passed through very anxious
times owing to the great War, now happily
ended, to a succession of bad seasons, and to
the epidemic of Influenza, which took such g
terrible toll of life among my people. Until
three months ago, we were feeling very anxious
about the season conditions, but fortunately
the plentiful rains which a merciful Providence
has since sent us have considerably allayed
our anxieties regarding this year’s harvest.
The food crisis at one time assumed a very
serious aspect, but thanks to the timely help
given by the Government of India, in affording
us facilities for importing food grains, we were
able to cope successfully with a most difficult
situation. I cannot feel too grateful to Your
Excellency’'s Government for the valuable
assistance thus rendered to us. Your Excel-
lency will be sorry to learn that the present
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high rate of exchange is causing us serious
financial loss. I cherish the hope, however,
that with the help of Your Excellency, we
may be able to overcome this difficulty also in
a satisfactory manner.

I do not propose to take up any more of
Your Excellency’s time, but I cannot let the
occasion pass without referring especially to
Her Excellency Lady Chelmsford’s noble work
on behalf of the women of India, to her merci-
ful efforts to ameliorate the condition of a
poor and afflicted section of humanity, and to
the practical help and sympathy which she
has rendered to sick, wounded and disabled
soldiers. In conclusion, may I express the
hope that Lady Chelmsford and yourself and
Miss Thesiger will enjoy your stay among us,
and that you will carry away with you pleasant
memories of your visit to Mysore ? If there is
any one, who deserves in the amplest measure
a period of rest and relaxation, it is, I am
sure, Your Excellency, who has been carrying

T
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a grievously heavy burden of anxiety and
responsibility during the whole period of your
Viceroyalty. I earnestly hope that the closing
period of Your Excellency’s administration
may be one of comparative peace and quiet-
ness, and that when the time comes for you
to lay down your high office, Your Excellency
may do so, with a feeling of satisfaction at
having conferred great and lasting benefits on
this ancient land.

I ask you now, Ladies and Gentlemen,
to drink to the health of Their Excellencies.
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THE MYSORE IMPERIAL SERVICE LANCERS.

His Highness the Maharaja of Mysore addressed
the officers and men of the Mysore Imperial Service
Lancers as follows after the return of the Regiment from
War Service :—

Colonel Chamaraj Urs, Officers and men
of the Mysore Imperial Service Lancers,—It
is with feelings of peculiar pleasure that I
come amongst you to-day to address you a
few words of welcome on your return after a
prolonged absence from your homes, and to
tell you how proud I am of your achievements
in the field. Your discipline and spirit were,
throughout the campaign, excellent, and I con-
gratulate you on the splendid manner in which
you acquitted yourselves at the front, and
upheld Mysore’s martial traditions. I feel
sure that all your fellow-countrymen share
my feelings on this occasion, and admire and
appreciate the great sacrifices which you have
made and the gallantry which you have dis-
played. You have returned with fresh laurels,

218t Fek
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and with the proud consciousness of having
discharged your duties to the entire satisfac-
tion of the British Military authorities, under
whom it was your privilege to serve.

I wish you all many years of peace and
bappiness.

ﬂ
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