






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Case No.2: Thangavelu, A Graduate, Medium Farming Progressive 
Sericulturist (E N Pura) 

Thangavelu belongs to a nuclear family with his wife and a three 

year old nursery going daughter. He owns about 6.S acres of land. He 

has been pursuing serieulture with masterly skill. Apart from scriculture, 

he has also taken up cultivation of other erops including paddy, 

growldnut, lowar and vegetables. He had attempted to pursue other 

productive enterprises, before he finally gave a serious thought to adopt 

sericulture in a productive manner. The family conditions have also 

played a role in the process of these trials and experiments 

It was in 1972 that Thangavelu got the idea of sericulture as a 

rural enterprise. At that time he had just joined the college for pursuing 

his graduate studies. He got mulberry cuttings from one of his distant 

relatives in the neighbouring village, who had just been in sericulture for 

a year. He used to attend the morning and evening feedings. For the rest 

of the time, he had left the work under the charge of his two younger 

brothers. While his elder brother discontinued his education after 7th 

standard, the first and the second younger brothers had dropped out from 

schooling after their ninth and eighth standard, respectively. In 1975, he 

completed his degre€ course. In the same year, his sister got married. 

After his degree, he took an active part in sericulture along with 

his first younger brother. Meanwhile, he was also looking for a useful 

employment. It was at this time, one of his friends had given an idea 

about processing of food products. He had applied for starting one 

himself. Having got the sanction, he went for a six month training, in 

1981. The work was begun in partnership with the proprietorship 
I 

attached to him. The work went on well for two years. The food 

products included pickle, jam, fruity, aerated water, fruit juice etc. There 

was competition. Land was bought for the company. But, later, the 
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factory started running on a loss which he could not withstand. Since the 

family was extended, he was questioned about his decision. He had a 

debt of Rs 35, 000 to be paid with interest. At this juncture, it was 

sericulture which came to his rescue, in repaying the credit. In 1984, 

preparations were on for his elder brother's marriage. It was proposed 

that his marriage should also be held at that time. Since there was no 

place to accommodate two families, both the marriages were delayed for 

some time. He wanted to marry his college-mate for which there was 

opposition in the beginning, though later accepted. Both marriages were 

held simultaneously. There was an infonnal division of lands and 

separate fanning. Only in 1986, there was a fonnal partition of lands and 

property. Company share was also demanded to put in for partition. His 

father was not interested in land management. His elder brother refused 

to take charge. So he took charge of the family management. After 

partition, the fIrst younger brother continued to be with him who looked 

after sericulture. 

As he started involving in food processlllg smce 1981, 

sericulture was taken up on rotation, with a greater involvement of his 

second younger brother. All through, they also had a contract labourer 

who was assisting in sericulture along with his involvement in farm 

activities In 1984, they almost decided to give up sericulture but for his 

second younger brother who was ready to look after it. Sericulture was 

carried out by his younger brother along with his involvement. Having 

unsuccessful in other ventures, Thangavel started taking greater interest 

in sericulture. In the course of his involvement in sericulture, he realised 

that sericulture too could very well meet his aspirations and challenges. 

This realisation inspired him to invest his best efforts in sericulture. His 

involvement and success has not only inspired his own brothers but also 

many others in E )J Pura. In the story of his success, he admits that his 

wife too has played a significant role (refer case 6). Today, he enjoys 
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respect and dignity not only within the village but also among the 

sericulture department officials and other bureaucrats. 

Cases 1'0. 3: Mahendran, a Small Farmer (K K Pura) 

\1ahendran is 38 years old. He is a medium farmer. He is SSLC 

educated. He discontinued his studies due to the family circumstances 

when he had to shoulder the family responsibility as his father became 

ill. He took up sericulture and had been in it since 1972. He was married 

in 1981 and the family was partitioned in 1982. His is a nuclear family, 

today, with wife and two children, a girl of eight years and a boy of 6 

years. Both children study in an English-Medium school, located at a 

distance of about four kilometres. They commute every day by a van. 

He takes up the cultivation of different crops along with 

sericulture though the latter receives much attention as compared to 

other crops. He has a contract labour to assist in the agricultural works 

as well as in sericulture. He manages sericulture with family and 

permanent contract labour up to the fourth moulting if the rearing is at a 

moderate scale of 150 DFLs. If he takes up a rearing of 250 DFLs, he 

goes for hired labour from fourth instar onwards. Looking back, he feels 

that he has come a long way and improved his living status, to a 

considerable extent. He has bought some lands. He has improved his 

inigationai source and has been using electric pump-sets for inigation 

for the last several years. He has constructed a semi-concrete house 

with moderate comforts. His is one of the few households that own a 

television-set in the village. He is planning to plunge into business soon 

giving up sericulture though he does not hesitate to attribute his success 

largely to sericulture. 
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giving up sericulture though he does not hesitate to attribute his success 

largely to sericulture. 

B: An Unsuccessful Young Sericulturist 

Case ~o. 4:. Murugesan, of a Large Farming Mixed Extended 
Family (M R Pura) 

Murugesan is twenty years old. He is wunarried. He has got three 

brothers, all married. All are living along with their parents. They 

possess 12 acres of land, out of which one acre has been devoted to 

sericulture. \1urugesan got into sericulture after he failed in the ninth 

standard. He has been in sericulture for the past three years. In spite of 

being in an extended family with about six adult males and five adult 

females, the only persons from his family, who extend some help for 

him, in the activity of sericulture, are his mother and one of his brother's 

son. 

Sericulture has not yielded good results, the average yield ranging 

between 13 and 17 Kilograms for 100 dfls. Yet, he has not given it up as 

he continues to hope for 'better times'. He has taken M.5 mulberry 

variety. There is no problem of water. He applies adequate quantity of 

chemical fertilisers as advocated by the officials. However, farm yard 

manure is poorly applied, which is clearly reflected in the yield level. 

Further, his efficiency in rearing and management is low and the 

protective measures from insects and flies are poor. He himself realises 

this and is eager to take up training. As an individual, he shows 

considerable involvement, though he is not happy about the poor co­

operation he gets from his family. He has to depend on others for every 

need of sericulture as the returns in sericulture are far below the level of 

investment expenses. He has to depend largely on the hired labour, 

which also contributes to poor yields. Again, he has been doing 
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sericulture only as a leisure time activity, though he would like to 

intensify his involvement if he gets better yield. 

C. Women Sericulturists of Three Sibling Families 

Case I\ o. 5: Prema, An Active Sericulturist and a Wife of a Passive 
Sericulturist Husband (E N Pura) 

Prema is a mother of a three-year old boy, who is attending the 

kindergarten school in the neighbouring village. She has a greater 

participation a in sericulture activity, along with her usual household 

activity and attending to her son. She assists and supervises the 

sericulture activity while the permanent contract labourer plays a leading 

role in it. However, any major decision in the process of rearing, like 

moult setting etc., should have the consent of the head of the household, 

who, by nature, is less involved in the activity since its inception 18 

years ago when he was the eldest brother in his parental family. He had 

even opposed, tooth and nail, his brothers for taking up sericulture in 

those days. Later, he himself had realised its worth and accepted it even 

in his own family, when they became nuclear. 

Case No.6: The Case Of Shilpa, a Graduate Wife of a Progressive 
Sericulturist 

Shilpa represents yet another type. She is mother of a two-year 

old boy and a four-year old daughter. The daughter is attending the 

kindergarten in the neighbouring village. Shilpa is the only adult woman 

in the household. In spite of being a graduate, she is not much different 

from her less educated village women in playing the traditionally 

expected role of a village woman. Her husband is quick to remark: 'In a 

village context, one cannot help it'. She carries out all household 

activities and attends to her children. In addition, she intensively 

272 



participates in the sericulture activity, along with her husband, at all 

phases of the rearing. in the later phases, however, the pennanent 

contract labourer also joins them along with other customary casual 

labourers. She is also expected to be ready to attend to her husband's 

needs as well as to replace his role in sericulture at any time, as her 

husband has a wider contact outside and he may have to be away at any 

time. Presenting her role, her husband (refer case 3, in the appendix), a 

graduate himself, exhons: 'Her contribution is remarkable and he has 

high regard for her. Sometimes, he even feels guilty, thinking whether 

she is overburdened. It is the division of labour that exists in the village 

context. Yet, he tries to support her to the extent possible, within the 

limitations of his nature of work. She is usually consulted on all major 

deciSIOns. 

Case :\0. 7: The Case of Kanaga, a Non-Participant wife of an Active 
and Successful Sericulturist 

Kanaga is physically weak which does not allow her to 

participate in sericulture. She attends only to the household chores, 

taking care of her four year old naughty boy and looking after the 

livestock. in addition, she has to attend to her husband's needs. 

However her husband is unable to reconcile himself of her limitations , 

as he .... itnesses the hard work put forth by his sisters-in-law. So, he 

takes all the decisions, sericulture or otherwise and he least involves his 

....ife In any of these. In this case, Kanaga's role in decision making is 

practically nil. She hardly gets any recognition for her role as a 

housewife. 
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D. The Case of a Daughter Who Was an ACtiH Sericulturist 

Case :\0. 8: The Case of Saroja (E :\ Pura) 

Saroja wa5 the youngest daughter III the faIl1lly who was 

unmarried till recently. She was t.l)e only adult person in her family other 

than her parents. So, in this household, it was she who took an active 

part in the sericulture activity. She managed the whole activity herself, 

of course with the support of her mother who was more involved in the 

household activity and of her father who was more preoccupied with the 

agriculture activities and outside contacts. Their scale of operation had 

been small and they engaged the hired labourers at the last phase of the 

activity, if needed. However, the procurement of dfls and marketing of 

cocoons were considered to be her father's prerogative. Now, she is 

married and gone and their garden is uprooted. The reason for uprooting 

is claimed to be due to destruction of the plants recently because of the 

breach of the tank. Her father claims that they would again take up 

sericulture. While recognising his daughter's contribution by way of 

sericulture activity he still feels that it is much less compared to what he 

had spent for her marriage. 

D. The Case of a Teacher-Trained Woman Sericulturist 

Case :"<io. 9: ~eena (K K Pura) 

Meena is a 21 year old, unmarried young girl Having completed 

her teacher-training course after her intermediate education, she joined 

the elite class of job seekers, two years back. Suited very much to her 

achieved status which restricts her to carry out the traditionally female­

attached works of agriculture in the SlUlTIy day-light, sericulture has 

become a stop-gap occupation, in her pursuit of arm-chair employment. 
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Being the eldest and the only daughter to her parents and also excelling 

in her studies, she is liked by all in the family. 

Their house is located near their farm, isolated from other 

households. They belong to the agricultural caste of Kongu Vellalar 

Gounders which is a dominant caste of that area. Both the parents of 

\1eena are educated up to primary level. Meena has two younger 

brothers both of whom are not so bright in studies. Being intelligent and 

the only daughter to her parents, Meena seems to enjoy a preferential 

privilege over her brothers in work involvement and other kinds of 

freedom. 

After the completion of her intermediate education, Meena was 

left to the choice of either taking up college studies or to go in for 

teacher training. Having an ambition to become a teacher due to the 

respect and reverence it evokes as a public personality along with an 

interest to get a job at the earliest, she under-went teacher-training. 

However, even after completion, she has not been able to secure any job. 

She had to confine herself to her home, sometimes, involving in the 

agricultural activities, though unwillingly. Thus, she was to undergo a 

mental agony for about 6 months until sericulture came to her rescue. 

\1eena made a ten-day visit to her uncle's house during the 

summer 1989. Her uncle being a sericulturist, suggested to Meena that 

she could not take up sericulture as a stop-gap. Having experienced the 

positive impact of sericulture, he thought that it would fit her condition 

at that moment. Though not attracted very much towards sericulture, she 

gave some thought over it and began to keenly observe how it was done. 

'It would not be a bad idea to start sericulture', she thought. She hated 

working in the hot sun, especially after completing teacher-training. The 

fact of spending most of the time within the household under the shade, 

elicited from her an immediate positive response towards taking up 
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sericulture. Her uncle promised her all help to impart the necessary 

know-how in her new enterprise. She came back home after her visit to 

her uncle's house with a new proposition having only to be approved by 

her parents. Though she got a tacit approval from her mother, it was not 

easy for her to get the approval from her father. He was objecting on the 

grounds of lack of proper infrastructure and the costs involved. 

However, she was able to secure his approval to initiate the sericulture 

activity in her house. 

Her uncle's help notwithstanding, intensive extension service was 

also available in sericulture activity. Though she started with only 30 

cents of land, she has now extended it to one acre within a year. She gets 

continuous extension help III obtaining advice regarding the number of 

dfls to be indented, the ways of enhancing leaf production (mulberry 

cultivation) and necessary care to be taken during silkworm rearing. So 

far, the rearing was undertaken in one part of the household while a 

separate shed is getting ready which may come into operation very soon. 

The returns from sericulture has so far been quite satisfactory as 

compared to any other crop. Her parents are doubly satisfied with her 

and have allowed her to extend the mulberry area. They also provide her 

all necessary infrastructure needed for sericulture. Her involvement in 

agricultural works is minimal. She attends occasionally to the leaf 

picking activity. Otherwise, she is confmed to the sericultural activity 

within the household. She attends to leaf chopping, feeding, 

bed-cleaning and moult setting. The feeding is done 4 times a day 

approxImately around 6 am, 11 am, 4 p.m. and 10 p.m. She is assisted 

by her mother and brothers in feeding, especially during peak days. She 

does not have any problem in obtaining instructions from male field­

staff. She also do not find it difficult to interact with male strangers. 

276 



Meena hardly attends to other household activities which are 

mostly taken care of by her mother. She assists her mother in the 

morning cooking during non-sericulture days. Apart from this, she does 

not have any major work-obligation to fulfill. Her mother is also 

becoming proficient in sericulture which may eventually be passed on to 

her once Meena settles in life. 

The involvement of Meena in sericulture activity has not, in any 

way, stopped her in her efforts to look for a teaching job. And in case if 

she gets one, what would be her role in sericulture? By all means, she is 

well aware of her temporary nature in the involvement of sericulture, at 

least as far as her parental family is concerned. She is passing on the 

skills to her mother as well as to her brothers who seem to be gradually 

mastering the art. As long as she is there, whether with or without job, 

she would be the main sericultwist in her house. Will she continue the 

activity after her marriage? She says, 'it depends on the conditions and 

the new environment'. Left to her liking, she would definitely take up 

sericulture in the new family too, depending on the availability of 

resources. 

With all the involvement of Meena in sericulture activity, she has 

to depend on her father, for marketing the cocoons. She believes that it 

is a masculine work and only they can do. But, she involves herself in 

the deCISion related to the choice of market and plays a major role in 

other sericulture decisions. Her contribution to the family income being 

substantial, she is listened to and her demands are well attended. Still, 

she does not take courage to deviate to the extreme from the traditional 

expectation of women. She gets, more than her brothers, enough dress to 

her liking. She occasionally goes to the near-by towns on her own and 

with her friends for purposes of shopping and at time for films. And yet, 

her external interaction is only minimal. No preferential treatment is 
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gIven In servrng of meals except that she has to assume the role of 

serving to the male members in the absence of her mother. 

E. The Case of a Wife of a Progressive Sericulturist 

Case 1\0. 9: Easwari (K K Pura) 

Easwari belongs to Nattu Gounder, a caste hierarchically 

equivalent to the Kongu Vellalar GOWlders of the area. She is in her 

early thirties. She is SSLC educated, which is quite high, compared to 

her contemporaries in the same village. She got married 12 years back 

when she was introduced to sericulture. Her husband is a progressive 

sericulturist who had been identified by the Central Silk Board, to 

spread sericulture in the area, with a monthly honorarium. He is referred 

as 'agent' by the people and has been on this responsibility for the last 5 

years. He has got about 17 years of uninterrupted sericulture experience. 

He is one of the few pioneers of sericulture in that area. His fIrst 

YOWlger brother who is a sericulturist resides at a distance of about 2 

kilometers away from their family. 

They have a daughter who is doing 5th standard in a convent 

school. They established their own family, two years ago when the 

second and last YOWlger brother of her husband, working as truck driver, 

got married. He along with his family and mother resides just adjacent to 

Easwari . 5 residence. 

Easwari seems to have shown least involvement in sericulture 

during the fIrst three years of her married life. She was new then to 

sericulture. However, her husband was one of the very few sericulturists, 

at that time. Then, she increasingly started involving herself in the 

sericulture activity as it was inevitable. However, as her involvement 

was needed only at the supportive level, she had confined herself to the 
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activities of leaf picking, feeding, bed cleaning, sorting out the unequals, 

sample picking, mounting and cocoon collection. Now, having been in it 

for about eight years, she has learnt, by experience, the so-called crucial 

activities of chopping of leaves and moult setting. She makes use of her 

competency in those aspects, only when her husband has to be away. 

Even then., she would get all the necessary instructions from him, and 

would follow them by letter. 

Since her husband is a full time sericulturist and has a solid 

experience, she feels that there is hardly any necessity for her to master 

the nuances and the technicalities of the activity. Moreover, her husband 

himself could manage most of the activities at the earlier stages, if it is 

just up to 100 dfls. He, on his part, hardly expects her to involve in the 

activity except at the last phase of operations. When the scale of 

operauon is more, she extensively involves herself in the activity. 

During those times, her daughter also helps them, especially on 

holidays, in the sericultural operation. Marketing of cocoons is always 

the concern of her husband. Easwari had so far visited only Salem 

market and that too, only once, which was combined with some other 

work. 

Hired labourers are engaged mainly at later stages for leaf 

picking, bed cleaning, sorting out the unequals etc. The involvement of 

Easwari in leaf picking has been reduced in recent years due to extensive 

heat, affecting her health. Easwari is quite cheerful and welcoming. She 

also appears to be knowledgeable about things and forthcoming with her 

opinion Her major work relates to household chores. She does cooking, 

attends to the needs of her daughter, sometimes helping her in studies, 

keeps the household clean., takes care of the cattle, milks the cow and 

supplies the milk to the society. She becomes fully engaged with all 

these activities. So, whenever she has to involve in sericulture operation., 
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her work-load becomes heavier, though she does not take it as a burden. 

In addition to this she attends to the limited agricultural operations also, 

like weeding, irrigation etc. 

Easwari's only daughter gets up early, along with her father. 

While she engages herself in study, her father attends to the feeding of 

the worms. Easwari gets up a little late but before dawn. She begins her 

day's work, by cleaning the house. Then she attends to cattle and milks 

the cow. On non-sericultural days, her husband himself would attend to 

this. Then Easwa.ri starts cooking. Meanwhile her daughter completes 

her study and helps her mother in cleaning the vessels. Then she gets 

ready to go to school. 

After attending to the feeding work, her husband takes a break, 

going to the tea stall for gossiping over a cup of tea. Easwari waits for 

him to have her breakfast. If it is too late, she will have her breakfast 

alone. Then, if she has to attend to the sericulture activity, she attends to 

leaf picking along with hired labourers if engage~ and then joins her 

husband along with the labourers in bed cleaning and later, feeding. 

Then she serves her husband foo~ after which she takes her own. If 

there is enough time, Easwari, as also her husband may take a nap in the 

afternoon. Then, feeding is done again after which, Easwari would go 

for evening leaf picking for night and early morning feedings. Then the 

cattle are fed. Then she starts cooking for the night. Normally cooking 

takes about one and half hours each in the morning and in the evening. 

There are no immediate households nearby, which would allow her to 

spend more time for chatting. However, occasionally she goes to her 

distant neighbours and also they come to her for chatting in the evening. 

Easwari keeps off from sericulture activity and other agricultural 

operations during the menstrual days. Her husband opines that if 

menstrual women attend to sericulture activities (due to excess heat) 
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their menstrual days would be more than the normal. He further adds 

that if pregnant women attend to such activity, abortion would take place 

if it is within three months. 

As for sericulture activity, the decision making is entirely the 

responsibility of her husband. However, if her husband is in a dilemma 

regarding certain things, she will also be consulted. The decision on 

agricultural operations are also the concerns of her husband. It is 

Easwan's contention that such decisions need not involve her at all. All 

major decisions, however, are finalised by her husband after taking her 

also into confidence. 

As far as the involvement in sericulture activity is concerned., 

Easwari strongly believes that women better play the supportive role 

especially when there is a competent male in the household. She also 

opines that the presence of a competent male, it is very difficult for a 

female to assert her competency with full confidence. She also opines 

that men are kept within the household when they are involved in 

sericulture. And so, women hardly have any desire to free them from this 

confinement 

F. The Case of an SC Sericulturist Who is a Widow 

Case' o. II: Kannamma «K K Pura) 

Kannamma, a widow, who is in her late thirties belongs to the 

Palavam (Pallar) community of SCs. She is illiterate. She was married 

about twenty years back, but lost her husband about two years ago. This 

had forced her to assume greater responsibility to run the family. She 

has two sons, aged 15 and 12. Her elder son dropped out from school 

after completing his fifth standard due to family compulsions and 

financial constraints. The younger son is now in the fifth standard for 
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the second consecutive year. has her parents and two younger brothers 

living one kilometre away from her residence. Since she was married in 

the same village to her own maternal uncle, the interaction between her 

parental family and her family has always been stronger and its intensity 

has further increased after she became a widow. 

Kannamma owns five acres of land though only 2 acres are 

inigated. that too only partially. The well and the pump-set are shared 

with two others, related through her husband. Sericulture entered in the 

household of Kannamma in 1978, with the hope of providing better 

prosperity. The poor performance had forced her husband to uproot 

mulberry in 1983 and to become a migrant labourer which looked 

promising, that time. A crop loan of Rs. 5,000/- was also obtained for 

banana cultivation, in the name of her mother-in-law as the lands were 

in her name. This venture also ended in failure, only to leave the loan to 

swell in over-dues. Banana cultivation has later been replaced by crops 

like spiked millet and tapioca. The lands still continue to be in her 

diceased mother-in-law's name. The loan has been waived by the 

government and only an interest of Rs. 500/- had been paid as intimated 

by the Bank officials. 

After the death of her husband, the burden of fending the family 

fell on her. Sericulture was then becoming popular and widespread as a 

profitable crop. Thanks to the best efforts and support of her parental 

family, especially of her brother, that she could initiate sericulture 

activity once again, in her household, by allotting a small portion of 

about 30 cents of land for the cultivation of MR2 mulberry, a common 

variety in the area. 

The absence of an adult man in the house and a need for such a 

person by Kannamma brought her brother Kuberan to take a leading role 

in her household responsibilities. All practical needs and the external 
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interaction are attended to by her brother who is at the same time 

accountable to her at all levels. Kuberan is 26 years old, an illiterate, but 

a knowledgeable young man. He himself is a silkworm rearer though he 

does not possess any rearing shed. He rears either in his sister's house or 

in his o\\n house. There is no electricity connection to his house though 

her sister's house has been connected. He extends his sister all possible 

help. He spends most of his time at his sister's house and takes his meals 

either at his O\\n house or at his sister's house. He O\\nS about 90 trays 

and 30 chandrikfs which are commonly used by both households. 

J..:.annamma starts her day's work with cleaning the cow-shed and 

then s\\ eeping the front portion of her house. If there is rearing, the first 

feed is given by her brother in the early morning before dawn. By that 

time, the boys in the house get up and attend to their morning duties. She 

then twns her attention to the kitchen to prepare something for morning 

and for noon. The common staple food in the morning preparation 

would generally be that of spiked millet. The boys attend to the feeding 

needs of the cows and then take their breakfast. If her brother is around 

the place, he also joins for breakfast. After that she takes her breakfast. 

During the days of rearing and when she takes up morning wage labour, 

the cooking is mostly done by one of her sons, especially the younger 

one. On such days, one of the boys carry the morning meals to their 

mother. v.. nen she is a\\ ay from house on some purpose or have some 

other work to be engaged in, the YOWlger son does cooking while the 

elder son goes for grazing the cow. In normal days, she does the 

cooking. The staple food at night is rice. 

Kannamma generally attends to leaf picking work along with her 

mother and brother in the morning and evening either in her O\\n or in 

her brother's garden. She helps her brother in feeding the silkworms. All 

other activities are taken care of by her brother. Kannamma depends 
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heavily on her brother for sericulture activity. The major part of the 

work is taken care of by her brother. However, she seems to be well 

aware of all activities in sericulture though she lacks confidence in some 

of the crucial activities like moult setting, leaf chopping etc. In case of 

his absence, she follows his mstruction and also gets some help from the 

higher caste neighbours with whom they have labour-landlord 

relationship. On other days, she works on her own garden or goes for 

wage labour whenever it is available. She attends to work like leaf 

picking, jowar harvesting, weeding etc. 

The interaction of Kannamma with external world is very much 

limited. The marketing of cocoons is left to her brother. She hardly 

makes any ,islt to the nearby tov.'Tl or goes for a cinema. However her 

sons are permmed occasionally to go for a film and she gives some 

money to them. Karmarnma spends time in chatting with the neighbours. 
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APPENDIX - II 

Comparative Features of Study Villages 

Features Core Field Supportive Supportive Supportl.ve 
Field 1 Field 2 Field 3 

Name of the Seripura* E N Pura M R Pur a K K Pura 
Village 
District Dharmapuri Dindigul Dindigul Salem 
Taluk Palakkode Palani Dindigul Rasipuram 
Nature of Single Single a group of a group of 
the Field Village Village Villages Villages 
Nature of Clustered Clustered Clusterdl Clusterdl 
Settlement Scattered Scattered 

DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE 
No. of : 200 462 239 351 
HouseHolds ! 
Total 
Population 955 1732 973 1470 
Average Size 4.8 3.7 4. :1. 4.2 
of Family 
Percentage M:3.2; M:3.2; 
of the F:11.6; F:9.3; - -

Widowed AlI:7.2 All: 6.2 
Sex-Ratio 94 96 95 89 
Literacy M : 63.3 M : 79.7 M : 7 1 . 0 
Rate F : 44.2 F : 48.8 F :43.4 -

All: 54.1 All: 62.2 All : 57.8 
Major Kongu Kongu Mooppanar Vanniar 
Communities : Vellalar Vellalar (66.1) (26.3), 
and (42.8), (34.8) , Maniakkar Kongu 

Population Vanniar SC: Pallar (8.8) , Vellalar 

(percen tage) (7.7), (20.8), SC - (25.0) , 
Boyer Parayar Kudumban & Nattu 
(7.7), SC- (19.0), Mathari Gounder 
Parayar & Mathari (19.7) (7.1), 
Chakkiliar (14.6), SC-
(20.8) Total Palavam, 

(54.4) Parayar, 
Arunthathi 
ar (20.2) , 
ST -
Malayali 
(14.0) 

Total Number 
Of 17 13 7 15 

Communities I 



SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE 
Land holding 
Status 
Landless 42 (21.0%) 255(55.2%) 89(37.2%) 91 (25.7) 
Marginal 44 (22.0%) 052(11.3%) 89(37.2%) 99 (28.3) 

small 61 (30.5%) 093(20.1%) 41(17.2%) 84 (24.0) 

Medium 40 (20.0%) 041(08.9%) l7(07.1%) 60 (17.1) 

Large 13 (06.5%) 021(04.5%) 03(01.3%) 17 (04.9) 

Av.Acre per 
Landholder 4.6 3.7 2.61 4.27 
Major Source 
of Income: 
Land(incl. 40.0 % 23.4 % 41.4 % 65.1 % 
Seri. ) 
Farm Labour 30.0 % 54.5 % 38.1 % 26.8 % 

Dependency 
Rate 35.5 30.9 - -
SERICULTURE PROFILE 
Seri . Farmers 
Landless 0 01 ( 3.7%) 0 0 
Marginal 10 (20.0%) 01 ( 3.7%) 14 (45.2%) 32(36.4) 
small 16 (32.0%) 05(18.5%) 10 (32.3%) 36(40.9) 
Medium 18 (36.0%) 10(37.0%) 06 (19.3%) 11 

Large 06 (12.0%) 10(37.0%) 01 (03.2%) 06 

Total (%to 
50 (25.0%) 27 (5.8%) Total HHs) 31 (13.0) 85 (25.1%) 

Av.Acre per 
Serio Farmer 6.2 11.3 3.32 -

Av. Mulb. 
Acreage 0.8 1. 44 1. 06 0.97 
Mulb. area 6.5% 2.0% 8.4% -
DFLs/Acre/Yr 824 763 - -
Cocoon Prdn/ -
Acre (Kgs) 274.2 237.0 -

Yld/1OODFLs 32.0 31.1 20.5 
. Note. Informatlon has been lnc1uded wherever It lS 

available and computed. 
* The names of the evi11ages are only fictitious 
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