






































































































































































































































In recent days, it is brought to the notice of the researcher that 

majority of the farmers using bus as mode of transportation due to the 

increased frequency of buses. 

TABLE 4.11 

CHANGING FREQUENCY OF VISITS BY THE RESPONDENTS TO 
MARKET/CITY IN A MONTH 

Landholding 2-5 to 5-10 to 12-15 to 15-20 to Jnfre- Total 
5-7 1()"12 15-22 15-25 guent 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

MF 12 9 3 3 12 39 

SF 6 21 12 4 8 51 

81M 0 3 5 3 6 17 

MeF 0 0 0 2 1 3 

TOTAL 18 33 20 12 27 110 

010 16.36 30 18.18 10.90 24.50 100 

Table 4.11 gives changes in frequency of visits to city and market 

place by the farmers in a period of one month, after construction of village 

link road. These visits contain the multiple purpose. Countless visits in a 

month is reported by nearly one forth of the respondents after the 

construction of the road. A large proportion of respondents (30.0%) have 

reported that their frequency has doubled per month after construction of 
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village road. By and large in almost all cases of respondents, there are 

increased visits to market or city after formation of the road. The frequency 

of visits to various places is due to the village fink road as wen as the more 

frequencies of buses to the viUage. The convenient road also helped in 

movement of vehicles like tempo, tractor, trucks and motor vehicles in 

these villages. 

TABLE 4.12 

METHOD OF SELLING AGRO-COMMODITIES BEFORE 
CONSTRUCTION OF ROAD 

Landholding Local Agent Middlemen City Multi Total 
Places 

HF 6 20 7 6 39 
(37.5) (40) (21. 2) (54.54) 

SF 8 26 14 3 51 
(50) (52) (42.42) (27.27) 

Sit 2 4 9 2 17 
(12.5) (8 ) (27.27) (18.18) 

MeF 3 03 
(9.00) 

Total 16 50 33 11 110 
14.54 45.45 30 10 100.0 
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Tables 4.12 and 4.13 provide the methods of selling agro-products 

before and after construction of the road. Different practices were existing 

in the village before the road construction. Some of the commodities used 

to be sold at the viHage itself. Such locally selling items are less in quantity. 

In addition to the said practice at vinage level sometima the local agents 

also buy some of the items. In the sample study. nearly half of the 

respondents were selling their produce local agent. 

Before the road construction, the role of middlemen is found high in 

the study area. As many as 45.45 per cent of respondents used to depend 

upon the middlemen (middle men means the man who is coming to village 

for the purpose of buying some of the agricuttural commodities, during the 

harvest season). Among four group of farmers, majority of small and 

marginal farmers were selling their products to middlemen. Before 

construction of connected road only 30 per cent of the farmers were 

depended on the markets situated in cities. 

While this was the situation before road construction, immediately 

after construction of village road a drastic change occurred that can be 

seen in Table 4.13. 
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TABLE 4.13 

METHOD OF SELLING AGRO-COMMODITIES AFTER 
CONSTRUCTION OF ROAD 

Landholding Local Agent Middlemen City Multi Total 
Places 

HF 3 28 8 39 
(30) (31. 1 ) (88.8) 

SF 7 43 1 51 
(70) (47.7) (11.1) 

Sit 1 16 17 
(17.7) 

MeF 3 03 
(3.3) 

Total 1 10 90 9 110 
(0.9) (9.09) (81.8) (8.18) (100.0) 

From Table 4.13, it is evident that selling the agricultural produce to 

local agent or middlemen by the fanners have drasticaRy reduced and at the 

same time, taking the produce to the city (or market) by themselves has 

increased. This is mainly due to the facility created by the village road and 

frequency of motor vehicles. 
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TABLE 4.14 

VIEWS ON UTILITY OF ROAD AFTER LINKED 

Land Profit- Useful Encouragement Useful No Total 
holding able to grow more to all Change 

MF 4 10 10 7 8 39 

SF 3 12 14 18 4 51 

SM 5 3 2 4 3 17 

MeF 3 3 

Total 15 25 26 29 15 110 
(13.6) (22.72) (23.63) (26.36)(13.63)(100.0) 

The overall views of respondents on the degree of benefits due to 

the road construction is presented in Table 4.14. 

The types of views expressed by the respondents indicated that the 

people inspired a lot to grow more and more crops, specially the 

commercial crops, which also give more profit to them. In general, almost 

all the respondents agree in different degrees of satisfaction that the road 

has given various benefits to various sections of the viOage people. 

109 



TABLE 4.15 

THE PERFORMANCE OF GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AFTER 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE ROAD 

Performance No, of Respondents Percentage 

Better 60 54.54 

Equal 26 23.63 

Poor 24 21.83 

Total 110 100.0 

Another important and significant observations reported by the 

respondents is the performance of government officials in discharging their 

duties in viJlages (in term;of visits). As compared to earlier period (before 

road construction). 

The rural people were generally not aware of the schemes and 

programms of the government which are meant for the development of 

village and economically weaker sections of rural community. These 

schemes and programmes are normally communicated through village level 

officials, who are actual agents for rural development and change. The role 
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of government officials is very important in getting the work done 

particularly the common facilities like water, drainage, power, fare-price 

shops, health and other family and individual economic development 

oriented programmes. Hence, they have to physically visit the rural areas 

and communicate the programmes as well as implement them successfully. 

Improvement in communication network flke roads to remote vinages 

facilitate better success of such programmes. In this study, it is noticed 

that 51.5 per cent of respondents have identified that the visits of 

government officials have increased substantially. But, nearly 24 per cent 

of the respondents do not see any change and the remaining 21 per cent 

expressed their dissatisfaction, perhaps they are not happy with the visits 

of officials or their programmes. 

Group Discussion 

The following are the main highlights of the group discussion held 

with the villagers. 

i) People are not showing any interest in either construction or 

maintenance of their village link roads. They feel that the construction and 

maintenance of road to their village is the duty of the government. 
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ii) Some of the farmers who are economically developed have shown 

a moral interest for repairing the road, particularly during rainy season 

voluntarily if the concerned village Panchayath and its members cooperate 

properly. 

iii) Generally, the group expressed that they have benefited in many 

respects. but more so in getting education to their children. 

iv) People are expecting an weather road. more frequencies of buses 

and other motor vehicles to get movement of their products and also for 

their movements. 

v) Youth and women have shown very keen interest with voluntary 

participation for tree plantation by the side of the road along with proper 

nurture. 

vi) Though the village Panchayath members are interested in this 

work and Is one of the compulsory functions of Gram Panchayaths, they 

are not in a position to take up any responsibility regarding roads are 

ooncerned in view of financial constraints. 

The rural roads programme may also be implemented by different 

departments and agencies. There is no uniformity in planning. designing 
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and implementation of rural roads development programme. Without proper 

coordination among different agencies involved in rural roads, development 

programme, the funds may not be utilised efficiently. 
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CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY 

f 
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CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY 

The development of road system should not be considered only from 

the view point of construction of new roads, but also there should be 

adequate provision for the maintenance and improvement of existing 

roads. More or less, everybody uses roads in one way or the other. Great 

emphasis was laid on the rural road development of the country by the 

National Planners, who realised what was necessary to build new village 

roads, before other economic plans could be put on wheels and at least 

those villages which lie within a few miles on either side of the existing 

roads should be linked up first. 

The community projects and National extension service 

administration included this issue in their programmes and concentrated on 

village road construction by enlisting public cooperation. The experience of 

working of the community projects has shown that construction of roads 

evoked perhaps the biggest response among the rural people than any 

other aspect of community programme in India. 
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A well developed road network is vital for the gro'Nth of the economy. 

Roads are very nearer to the people because of their inherent advantages 

such as door to door service, flexibiblity, reliability and timefyy deliveries. 

Roads constitute one of the most important modes of communication ter. 

day. and roads are the only means of the communications which can 

remov~ the rural isolation and reach every village in the country. It has 

been recognised that one of the essential requirements for the proper 

development of rural economy is to connect vinages by an weather roads. 

A large number of villages are not connected by all weather roads nor with 

any urban centres. Most of the existing rural roads are fair weather Katcha 

roads which are non-usable during the rainy season. 

Major Findings 

The following are the major findings of the Study.: 

It is very much found in the study area that marginal and small 

farmers are predominent, holding the land status betwen 1 to 5 acres. 

None of the farmers belongs to large holding found in the study area. It 

shows that small and marginal farmers are more and their main crop 

preferencingly food and commercially, first, second preferably. 
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Since this area dominated by Vokkaliga community people, other 

communit" are also in considerable number. 

Though it is general assumption that the rural famities existing with 

joint famity system, but, this study proved that under the changing 

phenomina considerable number of nuclear famities are in force . 

. The housing condition of the people is improved as economic 

activities and pattern of agricultural crops changes, the dwelling houses of 

farmers are in good condition with minimum infrastructure facilities. 

As part of agricultural activities, the economic returns from animals 

also an important, 'Nhich gives additional source of income to the famling 

famiHes. As it is found that, milch cows, goats and sheeps are important 

domestic animals, 'Nhich have helped to such families in the study area. 

As part of changing aspects due to 'Image approachable road, the 

cropping pattern sniffed from stapled food crops to the commercial crops. 

The horticultural crops have succeeded in occupying good number of acres 

of agricultural land. It is because improved infrastructure accessable 

marketing facilities such change occurred in this area. 
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Due to enhanced agricultural commodities and other required 

infrastructure mobility among farming community and the communication 

between city centres and 'lilages is more often found as part of the active 

changes when compared to previous. pattern of aU sorts of exchange in the. 

day to day fife. 

The traditional mode of transport of farming people used to be 

bullock carts, cycles etc. The same practice is not there in those villages. ; 

It is because, availability of buses and other mottor vehicles and their 

movements frequentty they have helped not onty to improve their living 

standard, but also in acqufring the knoYriefdge about on-going day to day 

happenfngs of the surroundings. 

It is a common opinion among the experts of the rural devel.:)pmenl 

that, the middle ;men, local agents, cheating to the farming community while 

buying the agriuftural commodities and vinage level itself. Due to this type of 

people, the farmers never used to get the actual price or atleast nearest 

prices. 

Lack of information about the market vinage people depend upon 

middlemenMflage level merchants. It is sho'Ml in the study that, if there is 

proper infrastructure and communication the people have proved that the 
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middlemn's are not necessary to seU their products (Table 12 indicated that 

the drastic change with decline of the role of middlemen in selling the 

agricultural products). It proves that in place of middlemen. the 

Cityknarkets succeeded providing appropriate returns. 

When we looked at the performance of Government officials in 

performing their duties at village level, it is common opinion of the villagers 
{o 

that the official 'Iisiting~the 'Iiltage is improved a lot, and salisfactorl state 

of affair is expressed by the farming community about the construction of 

village link road and improved transport system to the nearby villages. 

The total response -.' relating to their enhance status of family 

income. the positive reaction is expressed. Particularfy among the farmers 

who have improved in sericultural activities and horticulture have accepted 

that the income of the famity when compared to the previous method of 

famity and marketing)he present system helped in gettting more profits. It 

is the common view point of the respondents. 

According to the common opinion of the respondents from both the 

villages, that, the 'Iillage link road and transportation which is in practice at 

present has helped a lot in obtaining the higher education to their children. 

This system particularty, helpful for women education. 
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It is found from the study, the main occupation of the respondents is 

agricuture, as part of their subsidiary occupation, dairyuing, sheep rearing 

and rearing of other domestic animals are the important subsidiary 

occupations 

An important observation made at the field, that hundred per cent 

houses were electrified. It shows that one among the important needs Hke 

electricity for equity of Hfe. 

PoRcy Recommendations:-

1. Network approach should be applted for rural road planning. 

Districtwise master plans for rural road should be prepared in aU the 

districts. 

2. Rural road programmes should be integrated with Rural 

Development Programme. 

3. Supplementary sources of finance should be mobilised in addition 

to state plan resources. 

4. A Rural Road Commission should be set up at the centre for 

coordinating various rural road programmes at the National level; use of 

labour-intensive technologies, assessment of socia-economic impact of 
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rural roads in quantitative terms, development of national maintenance 

criteria, use of locally available materials, single agency for planning and 

execution of rural roads programme. 

5. There is absence of uniform criteria for selection of road works , 

fixation of alignments, specifications etc. 

6. Construction of rural roads by multiple agencies should be stoped~ 

the work should be handled by a unified and technically competent 

Engineering Organisation under PWD: 

7. Top priority should be given to the maintenance of rural roads 

already built. This is a neglected area at present. 

8. At the district level, a coordination committee with Deputy 

Commissioner as Chairman and Executive Engineer, PWD I deaHng with 

rural roads as Convenor be formed to facilitate pooling of funds. The 

presidents of taluk and gram Panchayaths should be the members of such 

boards within the district. 

9. The primary formation of roads must be entrusted to the 'Image 

panchayats under decentrafised development agencies like taluk and zilla 

panchayats. 
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10. The concept of people participation must be implemented by 

gross root level while forming the village commutable road and at the initial 

mudroad formation stage. 

11. In view of maintaining proper frequency of vehicle movements 

and to help carrying the agricultural products, the luggage carrier must be 

permitted which should be linked between the interior 'linages in the taluk 

and to city centres. 

12. Second stage of formation of metal and aU weather village roads 

must be constructed and maintained by taluk level organisation with skilled 

professionals. 

13. The monitoring of the rural roads works and village connectivit)l 

should be strengthened. 
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NOTES & REFERENCES 

1. ANSISS - A N Sinha Institute of Social Studies. 

2. One man Committee under Mr H P Sinha. former Director-General of 

Road Development, 1969, January. The Committee assessment showed 

that only 10 per cent and 20 per cent of the targets for village roads and 

other isolation of viUages. to construct new roads will be required. 

3. Report of the Chief Engineers in Road Development for India (1961-

81) 1958. 

•. For a fuR-fledged description of the technique refer to the Economic 

Analysis of Rural Road Projects. World Bank Staff Working Paper, No.241. 

Annexure 3. 

5. Government of India - Report of the Committee on Rural Roads, 

1968, p.4. 

6. Regional Transport Survey of Mysore State - National Council of 

Applied Economic Research, New Delhi, 1970. 

7. The 'National Highways' are the main highways that are deSignated 

as such. They are predominantly national. as distinct from stale purposes. 



They run through the length and breadth of India together forming a system 

connecting the major parts, the foreign highways and the capital of states 

and they included the highways needs for the strategic defence of India. 

8. The ·State Highways· and the ·District Roads· are Hnked with the 

national highways and along with them constitute an integrated road 

system. The programmes of construction of these roads are determined 

by the states themselves. 

9. The '"Village Roads· are mostly unmetalled roads and are broadly 

intended to connect the more important villages with marketing centres and 

taluk headquarters. 

10. Rural Communication: During the second plan period. the 

programme of village communications was launched. The term ·Rural 

Communications· would broadly cover inter-village roads. These are mud 

roads. unmetalled and \'lith no causewaays or culverts and though their 

construction is by the Public Works Department. their maintenance is left to 

the village community. 

11. Final report of the Committee on Transport poncy and Coordination. 

Government of India, 1966, p.312. 



12. Jaykar Committee, 1927: The need for providing connectivity to far 

flung viHages as well as for the overall development of rural areas was felt 

even before India attained independence. Government of India appointed 

a Road Development Committee in 1927 popularly known as Jayakar 

Committee. The Committee assessed the inadequacy in the Indian Road 

System and urged that further development of the system was desirable for 

the general welfare of the country, for the better marketing of agricultural 

produce, social and pofitical progress of the rural population. 


