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PREFACE.

PovriticaLl. EcoNomy, though not deemed. an essen-
tial branch of education for churchmen, touches ve
closely, notwithstanding, on certain questions, in whic
both the interest and the duty of ecclesiastics are deeply
concerned. The questions of Pauperism and of a Re-
ligicus Establishment, though no others could be speci-
fied, would, of themselves, justify a reference to the les-
sons and principles of this science, even in a theological
course. -

But there is one general application that might be
made of the whole subject, and which gives it, in our
judgment, its principal claim on the earnest and respect-
ful attention of a Christian philanthropist. Political
economy aims at the diflusion of sufficiency and comfort
throughout the mass of the population, by a multiplica-
tion or enlargement of the outward means and materials
of human enjoyment. Now, we hold it to be demon-
strable, on its own principles, that, vary its devices and
expedients as it way, this is an object whicli it never can
secare, apart from a virtuous and educated peasantry.
Our endeavour is to prove, that, in every direction, there
is a limit to the augmentation of our physicul resources ;
and that, in virtue of this, there must, especially in old
countries, be a felt pressure and discomfort throughout
every commuuity, which has either outgrown the means
for its christian instruction, or, in any other way, renoanc-
ed the habits and decencies of a christian land. In other
words, our object will be gained, if we can demonstrate,
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that, even but for the economic well being of a people,
their moral and religions education is the first and great-
est object of national policy; and that, while this is ne-
glected, a government, in its anxious and incessant labours
for a well conditioned state of the commonwealth, will only
flounder from one delusive shift or expedient to another,
under the double misfortune of being held responsible
for the prosperity of the land, and yet, finding this to be
an element most helplessly and hopelessly beyond its
control. :

It is obvious of such a task as that which we have pre-
scribed to ourselves, that it cannot fully be accomplished,
withoutan extensive range and survey among the doctrines
of political economy. More especially, the theory of
wealth had to be examined in connexion with the theory
of population ; and the great resulting lesson is, the int-
mate alliance which obtains between the economical and
the moral ; insomuch, that the best objects of the science
cannot, by any possibility, be realized, but by dint of

prudence and virtue among the common people. '
~ Some of the text in this volume was recently delivered
in Lectures to the Students of the Theological Hall in
Edinburgh. We gladly transfer them from the chair to
the press, were it for no other reason, than to relieve our
academic work, in all time coming, even from the sem-
blance of aught that is extra professional.® We cannot,
however, bid adieu to political economy, without an ear-
nest recommendation of its lessons to all those who enter
upon the ecclesiastical vocation. They are our church-
men, in fact, who could best carry the most important of
these lessons into practical effect.  If sufficiently enlight.
ened on the question of pauperism, they might, with the
greatest ease, in Scotland, clear away this moral leprosy

* It may be right to mention, that all which we did deliver upon
this subject, was in & sepatrate lectureship of one hour in the week,
distinet from the regular lessons of the 2I‘heol(:»gica] course, though
preparatory to our views on the treatruent of pauperism, and other
<questions in parish economics, which enter largely mto thedutiesand
attentions of the i:astoral care. It beside, formed the natural pre-
cursor to another lectureship which we have begun, on the methods
and the machinery of christian education,
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from their respective parishes. And, standing at the bead
of christian education, they are the alone effectual dis-
pensers of all those civil and economical blessings which
would follow in its train.

We are not sanguine either of a general or of an instant
" reception for the doctrines of our work. Its novelties
may long be disregarded or derided as paradoxes. And
it is not the achievement of a day, to overturn the prin-
ciples of a reigning school. And if not very hopeful of
an instant acquiescence in our principles, far less do we
look for the instant adoption of our practical suggestions.
The urgencies of the country may perhaps speed onward
the commutation of tithes, and the measure of a universal
education. The commutation of taxes into a territorial
impost, will be the work of a later age ; though we should
rejoice even now, did we witness a commencement how-
ever humble, an approximation however slow, to this
great political and economical reform.

May God of his infinite mercy grant, that whatever the
coming changes in the state and history of these nations
may be, they shall not be the result of a sweeping and
headlong anarchy; but rather, in the pacific march of im-
provement, may they anticipate this tremendous evil, and
avert it from our borders. There is a general impression
upon all spirits, that something must be done. But to
be done well, it must not be by the hand of violence, but
by the authority of legitimate power under the guidance
of principle ; by a government having both the wisdom
and righteousness to direct, and the strength to execute.
Amid the conflicts and agitations of our social state, it will
be the heart’s desire of every christian, the fondest prayer
of every true patriot, that Religion and Reason may ever
preside over the destinies of our beloved land.
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ON

POLITICAL ECONOMY,
MORAL STATE AND MORAL PROSPECTS

GF

SOCIETY.

" CHAPTER 1.
ON THE INCREASE AND LIMIT OF FOOD.

1. EAcH science has certain commanding positions,
whence, if the observer look rightly around him, he may
obtain an extensive view of important truths and impor-
tant applications. Such a position, we think, has been
recently gained in Political Economy, although full ad-
vantage has not yet been taken of it. We hold it the
more interesting, that it includes within its range certain
unexplored places of the science ; and, more especially,
that department where the theory of wealth comes into
contact with the theory of population, and where the two,
therefore, might be examined in connexion,

2. The doctrine, or discovery, to which we refer, is
that promulgated some years ago, and both at the
same time, by Sir Edward West and Mr. Malthus.
It respects the land last entered upon for the purposes
of cultivation, and which yields no rent. It is obvious,
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that land of this inferiar -productiveness must mark the
extreme limit of cultivation at the time; as land of still
inferior quality could not be broken up without loss to
the cultivator.

3. Any land, that is cultivated for food. to human
- beings, must, at least, yield as much as shall feed the
labourers who are employed in working it. Bat it
must do more than this. These agricultural labourers
require to be clothed and lodged, as well as fed.
They wmust be upheld, not in food alone, which is the
first necessary ; but in, what may be termed, the second
necessaries of life. ‘The people whose business it is to
work up these, may, in contradistinction to the agricul-
tural, be termed the secondary labourers of a country.
It is evident, that the worst of cultivated Jand must, at
least be able to feed those who are directly employed
upon the soil, and, moreover, those who prepare for
the agricultural Jabourers all the other articles, besides
food, which enter into their support or maintenance.
Else the cultivation of it behooved to be abandoned.
All that land which, by no possible improvement,
either in the processes of husbandry or of maaufactur-
. ing labour, could yield as much as would subsist the
agricultural labourers and their secondaries, is doomed
by pature, to everlasting sterility, and must always
remain without the scope of culitivation.

4. The imagination is, that the land of greatest fer-
tility was first occupied. Men would naturally setile
on those soils which yielded the most plentiful return for
their labour, or which enabled them to subsist with the
least labour. It is farther conceived, that after all the
first rate land had been cultivated, an increasing popu-
lation flowed over, as it were, on the second rate land;
which, in virtue of its inferior quality, yielded a scan-
tier return for the same labour. As mankind continu-
ed to multiply, a still further descent behooved to be made,
through a gradation of soils, each of less fertility than the
one before entered on ; and so, either requiring a great-
er amount of labour to draw from it the same food, or
yielding a smaller amount of foéd to the same labour.
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Thhis process, it is evident, admits of being extended, till
the produce of the soil last entered on shall, by the utmost
Iabour which men will expend on it, be barely sufficient
for the subsistence of its #gricultural labourers, and of
their secondaries. »

b. In filling up this sketch, or histoire raisonnée, of the
conjunct progress of culture and population, economists
have given in to certain conceptions, which require to be
modified. They sometimes describe the process, asif, at
each successive descent to an inferior soil, the comfort
and circumstances of the human race underwent deterio-
ration ; or as if, under the impulse of a bard and hunger-
bitten necessity, men were driven, like so many famishing
wolves, to those intractable soils, whence they eould only
force out a more stinted and penurious fare than ‘before ;
and that, at a greater expense of teil and of endurance.
Agreesbly to this imagination, even economists and cal-
culators have, by a reverse process, found their way to a
golden age at the outset of the world—when men reposed
in the lap of abundance ; and, with no other fatigue than
that of a slight and seperficial operation on a soil of first
rate quality, richly partook in the bounties of nature.
But when all this soil carhe to be occupied, and the race
continued to multiply, land of a second quality behooved
to be taken in; and the conception is, that, at every such
transition from a better to a worse land, a heavier impo-
sition of toil was laid upon workmen, and a smallep
amount of produce was yielded to them in return for their
indastry. 'This, certainly, represents to us the species in
a course of deterioration, at least, in as far as the comfort
of the labouring classes is concerned. They are pictured
to the eye, as if goaded on by hard and stubborn peces-
sity at every step of this movement, and going forth, in
starving multitudes, from that better land, which is now
too narrow for them., At each new stretch of cultiva-
tion, a more ungrateful soil bas to be encountered, on
which it is thought that men are more strenuously
wrought, and more scantily subsisted, than before : till,

“a8 the extreme limit of this progression, a life of utmost
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toil, and utmost penury, is looked to as the inevitable
doom that awaits the working classes of society.

6. Now, generally speaking, this is not accordant with
historical truth. We do read of extensive emigrations,
by men who felt themselves straitened in their native
land, and went forth in quest of a settlement. But we
do not witness, throughout the various countries of the
world, the successive degradation of their peasantry.
There may be fluctuations in their economic state, from
year to year, or from generation to generation. But on
the survey and comparison of centurtes, we should rather
say, that there had been a general march and elevation
in the style of their enjoyments.. There is a seeming in-
compatibility in this fact with the process which has just
been described—and this has cast a suspicien over its re-
ality, Men have been at a loss to reconcile the descent of
labourers among the inferior soils, with the undoubted rise
which has taken place in their circumstances, or in the
average standard of their comfort. This has darkened
the whole speculation, and brought on a controversy,
which admits however, we think, of a very obvious and
easy adjustment.

7. For as the fresh soils that had to be successively
entered on became more intractable, the same amount of
labour, by the intervention of tools and instruments of
husbandry, may have become greatly more effective.
The same labour which, by a direct maoual operation,
could raise a given quantity of subsistence from soil of
the first quality, might, with our present implements of
agriculture, raise as much from soil of the last quality
that has been entered on. If, from one generation to
another, a descent had to be made on more stubborn 2nd
impracticable soils, and which, therefore, required a far
more operose treatment, ere they could be brought to’
yield as abundantly as did their predecessor soils, in the
carcer of agriculture, it should be remembered that, by
this time, the labour of human hands might have been
helped and facilitated, to the whole extent of the differ-
ence, by the implements of labour. With the scraping
and stirring of first rate Jand by the branch of a tree,
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there might be as much of real muscular work required
to obtain from it the same quantity of produce, as from
second rate land by means of a wooden spade, or from
third rate land by means of an iren oue, or from fourth
rate land by means of a plough, or lastly, from fifth rate
and following lands, by means of those successive im-
provements in the form of the plough, whereby it is made
more effective than before. We will not yet designate
the implements of husbandry by the name of capital;
but, considering them merely as the products of labour,
it is enough at present to affirm, that the whole labour,
first, of making the plough, and then working it on the
soil of the last and latest quality, might fetch back as
liberal a return of food to the cultivators as an equal
quantity of labour bestowed either directly by the hand,
or with the intervention of some rude and clumsy instru-
ment oo the land that was earliest entered on. It is thus
that there may at ouce be a progress in agriculture, and
yet, through all the gradations of it, the species be up-
held in as great ease and sufficiency as at first. Instead
of the strong impulse of population driving them help-
lessly and ungovernably onward, to those more inhospi-
table regions, where they are doomed to all the miseries
of a more stinted provision than before, they may,
simply, and spontaueously, and without the pressure of
any felt agony or violence, have entered on the posses-
sion of these regions, because now furnished by art with
the means of extracting, even from the comparative bar-
renness of nature, as generous a remuneration for their
toils as they before drew from nature’s greatest fertility,
We are not, therefore, to imagine of the great family of
mankind, that as they grew in numbers, and spread them-
selves over upon tracks of greater sterility than before,
they must necessarily sink down into a state of greater
endurance, whether in the way of privation or fatigue.
It is not always at the call of hunger or distress that these
successive movements have been made. They are often
made in another character—not in that of famishing
hordes, making forcible descent on some untried region,
in quest of that which might satiate their cravings ; but
PA
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in the higher character of dominant and devising men,
walking forth with master step, and in the triumph of
their new energies and acquisitions, to subdue some yet
untrodden territory, and force from it as liberal subsis-
tence as any which their ancestors had ever gotten in more
favoured climes. We are not to suppose that every in-
crease of cultivation is marked by an increase of wreich-
edness. 'Through its whole process, from the first to the
{ast of it, the species might be sustained on as high a
level, and even be made to ascend higher than at the
first. And, as at the commencement of cultivation, there
might have been impediments to be struggled with at the
entrance upon the first land, such as the clearing it of
wood, so, on the extreme verge of our newest cultiva-
tion, there might have been helps to labour on the last
and worst land, such as the perfection of our modern im-
plements, which could insure as generous a repayment
for the same quantity of work, in the most recent, as
in the most remote stages of this great process.

8. It follows not, that in the act of descending to an
inferior soil, men have to put forth a greater quantity of
labour for the same return-—because, it may have been
some improvement in the modes or operations of hus-,
bandry, which has enabled them to make the descent,
and to make the same labour as effective on the ground
which tliey are now reclaiming from the waste, as on
that which they had last brought within the domain of
cultivation. 'When, therefore, we see the wilds of nature
further broken in upon, we are not always to imagine, that
it is from the pressure of a felt necessity, by which men
have been forced to submit to a more painful endurance,
and to put up with a scantier subsistence in return for it.
It may have been the pacific, the prosperous result of
some enlargement in the powers of agricultaral labour;
and in consequence of which, men go spontaneously forth
on an inferior soil, because now, for the same work, they
earn the same recompense as they did on the soil imme-
diately above it. It is thus a possible thing, that culti-
vation may be extended, without deterioration to the
comfort of labourers; and that along its last possible fron-
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tier. there might be stationed as high and well-condi-
tioned a peasantry as ever flourished in any olden or
golden period on the lawns of Arcadia.

9. And ‘cultivation may be extended by an improve-
ment in. manufacturing, as well as in agricultural labour.
It may be conceived, of the land last entered, that in re-
turn for a certain quantity of labour, it yields the subsis-
tence of a hundred families—and that the land pext infe-
rior to it cannot be profitably cultivated, because in retarn
for the same labour, it yields the subsistence of only
ninety families. Now, overlooking for the present the
element of profit, one might conceive these bundred fami-
lies to be made wvp of seventy belonging to the agricnltu-
ral, and of thirty belonging to the secondary class—it
being the employment of the latter to prepare, for the
whole hundred, the second necessaries of life. It matters
not whether there be such an improvement in agricultu-
ral labour, that sixty can do the work of seventy, or such
an improvement in manufacturing labour, that twenty can
do the work of thirty. In either way, ninety labourers
can do as much as a hundred did before; and whereas,
formerly, land behooved to return for their labour the sub-
sistence of a hundred families, ere it could be taken in, it
may now be taken in, though of such inferior quality,-as
to return the subsistence of but ninety families. By the
former improvement, the agricultural labourers necessa-
ry, for a given effect, became fewer than beforeg—by the
latter improvement, though still as numerous, they would
require the services of fewer secondaries than before. It
is thus that a step of improvement in manufactures aloe,
can give rise to an onward step of extension in agricul-
ture—and just because a method has been devised for
the fabrication of as many yards of cloth, by fewer hands,
goils of poorer out-field, than any that had yet been
reached, may now be profitably entered upon. An im-
provement in the form of the stocking machine, may, as
well as an improvement in the form of the plough, bring
many an else unreclaimed acre within the reach of culti-
vation. :



16 INCREASE AND LIMIT OF FOOD.

10, The actual and historical process that has taken
place, we believe to be as follows. The labourers-of our
day work harder than before, but live better than before.
They put forth more strength, and receive more suste-
nance, than they were wont to do. 'There has been an
increase on both of these terms; or, such has been the
change of habit among workmen, that while greatly
more industrious, they, at the same tine, have become
greatly more luxurious. They at once toil more strenu-
ously, and live more plentifully—putting forth more
strength, but withal, drawing the remuneration of a lar-
ger and more liberal sustenance. ‘This we apprehend to
be the actual change of habit and condition which has
taken place, with artizans and labourers, in all the coun-
tries of civilized Europe—so that while, on the one
hand, we behold a harder working peasantry, we, on the
other hand, behold them more richly upholden, both in
the first and second necessaries of life.

11. Now, this may be either a deterioration or an im-
provement in their circumstances. One can imagine a
day of slavish fatigue, followed by an evening of gross
and loathsome sensuality—as is often exemplified in the
life of a London coal-heaver, whose enormous wages is
absorbed in the enormous consumption, by which he re-
pairs the waste and the weariness of an excessive labour.
This surely is not a desirable habitude for the common-
alty of any land—nor do we read the characteristics of a
high or a well-conditioned peasantry in a state of exist-
ence, made ap, first of drudgery to the uttermost of their
strength, and then of grovelling dissipation to the utter-
most of their means. They spend one part of their re-
volving day in the exercise of powers, which are merely
animal; and the other part in the indulgence of enjoy-
ments, which also are merely animal—like beasts of bur-
den, who are better wrought than before, and, in return
for this, are better fed, and lodged, and littered, than be-
fore. They are now in better keep than their fore-
fathers; and this puts them into heart for the greater
work that is extracted out of them. Still it is conceiv-
able of the work, that it may be so very extreme as, on
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the whole, to degtade and to depress these overdone
children of modern industry—and that, in spite of the
greater abundance wherewith their senses and their
spirits are coarsely regaled, during the intervals of their
sore bondage.

12, If this be the extreme to which the workmen of
our present day are now tending, there is an extreme op-
posite to this, from which men only began to emerge at
the outset of civilization, and which is still realized among
barbarous and demi-barbarous nations. We advert to
the sordid condition of those whom naught but the ago-
nies of hunger can impel to shake off an indolence that i3
else unconquerable ; and who, as soon as they have sa-
tisfied its cravings, lapse again into the rooted and ha-
bitual lethargy of their nature. If they have but enough
of sleep, and enough of surfeiting, they care for no higher
gratification ; nor will they make one effort above that
ievel to which they subside by the weight of their own
constitutional sluggishness. ¥ood .of some description or
other they must have; but having it, they are pleased to
live in Glth and nakedness, and nearly in utter want of
all the secondary accommodations. It is obvious, of
such a people, that so long as they abide in this habit,
the inferjor soils of the earth mever will be reached by
them It is even possible that they may stop short at the
very first and most fertile of the land, and never taste of
that abundance, which is within their reach, just because
of their insuperable aversion to the labour of extracting
it. It is thus that they might doze away their existence,
on the surface of an earth whose dormant capabilities
they never enter upon ; and in vast territories, capable of
sustaining millions over and above the few stragglers by
whom they are occupied, both cultivation and population
may, just because of this moral barrier, have been fixed
and limited for many centuries.

13. So that, in reasoning on the causes which have led
to the extension of agriculture among sterile and intrac-
table soils, other things must be taken into account be-
side the mere energy of the principle of population. We
have already shown how, without bringing this principle
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into collision with a taste for the enjoyments of life, there
may, without any compromise of these enjoyments, and
by a mere improvement in the powers of mechanical la-
hout, be a descent among the inferior soils, and so an
extension of agriculiure, to afford the inereasing popula-
tion as large and liberal 2 subsistence as before. Aud,
it is evident, the very same thing would happen with
every increase that took place in the amount of manual
labour, or in the industrious habits of the people. Cer-
tain it is that, in climes and countries the most favour-
able to production, we may often witness the squalid des-
titution of whole tribes, restrained, by the mere force of
indolence, from the enjoyment of that plenty which, with
but a litile effort, they could so easily realize. Now this
proceeds, not from the principle of population being of
smaller strength there than in other parts of the world,
but from the connteractive force of indolence being there
of greater strength. There is a lethargy, or love of ease,
in certain temperaments, which will even carry it over the
love of offspring; so that should it not prevent early
marriages, it will, at least, prevent a larger proportion
of the fruits of marriage from ripening into maturity. OFf
the many children who are born, a few only will survive
the sickliness and the spare living to which they are ex-
posed, from that state of voluntary destitution wherein
their parents will rather abide than put forth those efforts
of industry which they feel to be intolerable. Just as the
taste for secondary enjoyments has not yet aroused them
to exertion, so neither might affection for their famishing
and misguided little ones arouse them. ‘“This accounts
for the population being stationary in many countries
where, as yet, the first rate soils have scarcely been en-
tered upon—and it should convince us that something
else than the mere energy of this principle must be ad-
verted to, when we reason on that historical progress
which has conjunctly taken place in the extension of
busbandry and in the numbers of mankind.

14. But if, by the strength of human. indolence, the
process of cultivation may be arrested at an earlier stage
in the scale of descending fertility, then, should this in-
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dolence, by some cause or other, be removed, or got the
better of, the process may be again set at liberty. Now
there is no influence by which man is more effectually
roused to exertion than the excitement of new desires,
which require exertion ere they can be appeased. Let
him, by any chance, come to have a greater number of
wants than before, and, to supply these, he may be led
to work a greater number of hours than before. His taste
for idleness will give way to his taste for other things,
when he comes to like these other things better than his
idleness. If he will not be sausfied but with a certain
style of dress and lodging, or with the enjoyment of cer-
tain loxuries, which his forefathers never dreamed of,
then, rather than be without them, he will put forth a
strenuous and sustained effort of regular industry, which
his forefathers would have felt to be intolerable. This
change of habit has actually taken place in modern
Europe. Workmen both labour more, and live better,
than their ancestors.

15. This is one important service which commerce has
rendered to agricultare. It was the instrument of that
great economic change which took place at the termina-
tion of the middle ages—when landlords dismissed their
retainers, and expended the surplus produce of their es-
tates on the purchase of those articles which trade and
manufactures brought to their door. This great transi-
tion has been well described both by Adam Smith and -
Dr. Robertson ; but it should not be overlooked that,
beside the reaction on landlords, there was also at that
time a strong reaction produced on the habit of labour-
ers. With their growing taste for the new enjoyments
which had been placed within their reach, there was, in
order to obtain them, a willingness to forego the lounging
and lazaroni life which they formerly indulged in, and to
brook the restraints and the toils of regular industry. A
mighty extension must have arisen to agriculture—not
merely from the new power that has been given to the
implements of labour, but from the new habit that has
been given to the labourers themselves. If they now
work double of what they did formerly, then, all other
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circumstances being equal, the land last entered on will,
in return for the same labour, only have to feed half of
the number of agricultural labourers which it did former-
ly. It affords room for an immense enlargement when,
in virtue of this moral transition alone, the cuoltivation
which stopped short at the land that, for a given amonnt
of work, returned the subsistence of twenty families, may
now be carried downward to a more barren and uncom-
plying soil that, in return for the same work, yields but
the subsistence of ten families. In this way too, then,
have trade and manufactures widened the domain of cul-
tivation ; and the products of the former have stimulated
and called forth in greater abundance the products of the
latter.

16. It is thus that, by a more strenuous industry, and
a more effective machinery together, the poorer soils may,
to a certain extent, be forced to yield an equal, or, per-
haps, a more libera! subsistence to the labourer, than at
earlier stages in the process of cultivation. Yet it must
be quite evident that, whether in single countries, or in
the whole world, it is a process which cannot go on in-
definitely. The time may be indefinitely distant, and
indeed may never come, when the absolute and impassa-
ble barrier shall at length be arrived at. But to be
satisfied that there is such a barrier, one has only to look
to the extent and quality of the land in any region of the
earth, By labour we might grind even the naked rock
into an arable soil ; but a soil thus formed never would
return the expense of food bestowed upon the labourers.
In every country there is an upland or outfield territory,
which will always bid defiance to agriculture. And even
though it were not so—though to its last acre it possessed
a uniform richness—though the plough might be carried
over the whole of the mighty continent, and should find
an obstacle nowhere but at the margin of the sea, yet,
as sure as that every country has its limit, and every con-
tinent its shore, we must acquiesce in it as one of the stern
necessities of our condition, that the earth we tread upon
can only he made to yield a limited produce, and so to
sustain a limited population. ‘
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17. It seems very generally admitted, that should it

ever come to this, the population, brought to a stand ia

-respect of numbers, must either have to encounter great
positive distress, or must anticipate this distress by a pre-
ventive regimen. In the midst of all the minuter eriti-
cisms to which the doctrine has been exposed, the great
historical fact remains unshaken— that, let the means of
subsistence be increased however largely and suddenly,
this is sure to be followed by a corresponding increase
of population. KEvery state and country in the world
bears evidence to this truth—whether in the steady zug-
mentations of Europe, or in the gigantic strides that are
now making in the population of America. The invaria-
ble connection, as of antecedent and consequent, between
a great extent of fertile and unoccupied land, and a great
multiplication of families, when once it is entered upon,
is too palpable to be obscured by any sophistry, or by
the allegation of any mystic principle whatever. Yet the
power to support, and the power Lo create a population,
are just as distinct, the one from the other, as the consti-
tution of the external world is distinct from the constitu-
tion or physiology of human nature. It is not an in-
crease of the former power which gives rise to an increase
of the latter ; it only gives situation and space for the
development of its energies. Should a population, when
every let and hindrance of a straitened subsistence is re-
moved,. be able to double itself in fifieen years, it would
still have the inherent ability of doing so, after that every
acre on the face of the globe had been advanced to its
state of uttermost cultivation. - The power of population
would then be kept in perpetual abeyance-—with a con-
stant disposition to transgress beyond the limits of the
world’s food, and as constant a check on the expansion
of the capabilities which belong to it.

18. AE this is very generally allowed; but then the
imagination of many is, that, not until the world be fully
cultivated and fully peopled, shall we have any practical
interest in the question. They seem to think of the doc-
trine of Malthus, that the consideration of it may, with
all safety, be postponed, till the agriculture of every

3
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country and every clime have been carried to its extreme
perfection; and that, meanwhile, the population may pro-
ceed as rapidly and recklessly as’it may. When a house-
hold is straitened by its excessive numbers, er.a parish is
cppressed by its redundant families, they would bar every
argament about the proximate causes of this inconve-
nience, by the allegation that there were still thousands
of unreclaimed acres at home, or millions in distant
places of the earth, though of as little real or substantial
consequence to the suffering parties, as if the land were
situated in another planet. They appear to conceive,
that ere any body can be felt as an obstacle to our pro-
gress, it must have come to a dead stand; not aware
that o act as a check, or impedimend, it has only to move
more slowly though in the same direction, than at the
rate in which we are advancing ourselves. They pro-
ceed on the idea, that no shock or collision can be felt
but by the stroke of an impellent on a body at rests
whereas it i3 enough if the body be but moving at a tar-
dier pace. In the one case, the strength of the collision
would be estimated by the whole velocity ; yet, in the
other, there might still be a very hard collision, though
estimated .only by a difference of velocities. 1t is thus
that, for the continued pressure of the world’s population
on its food, it-is far from necessary that the food should
have reached that stationary maximum, beyond which it
cannot be carried. It is enough, for this purpose, that
the limit of the world’s abundance, though it does recede,
should recede more slowly than would the limit of the
world’s population. A pressure, and that a very severe
one, may be felt for many ages together, from 2 differ-
ence in the mere tendencies of their increase, The man
who so0 runs as to'break his head against a wall, might
receive a severe contusion, even to the breaking of his
head, if, instead of a wall, it had been a slowly retiring
barrier. And therefore we do not antedate matters by
taking up now the consideration of Malthos’ preventive
and positive checks to popalation. There is scarcely a
period, even in the bygone history of the world, when the
former checks have not been called for, and the latter
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have not been in actual operation. To postpone either
the argument or its application till the agriculture of the
world shall be perfected, is a most unpractical, as well as
a most unintelligent view of the question—for long ere
this distant consummation can be realized, and even now,
may the obstacle of a slowly retiring limit begin to be
felt. The tendency of a progressive population to out-
strip the progressive culture of the earth, may put man-
kind into a condition of straitness and diffienlty; and
that for many generations before the earth shall be
wholly cultivated. We are not sure but it may have
done so from the commencement of the race, and through-
out all its generations. Certain it is, at all events, that
the produce of the soil cannot be made to increase at the
rate that population would increase. Neither mechanical
invention pnor more intense manual labour, is sufficient
for this purpose, On the supposition that the numbers
of mankind were to increase up. to their natural capa-
bility of increase, no human skill or human labour, though
doing their uttermost, could suffice for raising « produce
up to the popalation; nor will the mass of society ever
be nupheld in comfort, without the operation of certain
other principles, by which to restrain the excess of the
population over the produce.

19. The impotency of the one expedient, and efficacy
of the other, are nowhere more convincingly exhibited
than along what may be termed, the extreme ‘margin of
cultivation. It is there where the land pays no rent;*
and, laying aside for the present, the consideration of
profit, it is there where the produce that is reared can do
no more than feed the labouring cultivators and their se-
condaries. But let the population increase to the extent
of its own inherent power of increase, and it would force

* We are aware of a certain modification and minuter sort of con-
troversy, 10 which the_affirmation of the land absolutely paying no
rent has given rise. We shall not stop to offer any adjustment on
this matter, as it is in no way essential to the validity of our argu-
ment. See Mr. Prinsep’s note to his translation of an’s Political
ls?.gco_nomy, volume I, p. 168; and Dr. Hamilton on the Progress of

fety,






