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depressed classes can be no power for good: indeed, it
must sooner or later lapse into heathenism or unbelief,
But educate this Church, and it will be able to raise the
sunken mass of its heathen brethren and will be an asset of
incalculable value to India in her future development.



CHAPTER V
BUILDING UP A CERISTIAN CHURCH AMONG THE OUTCASTES

SUMMARY

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP AND TEACHING IN 4 PARIAH VILLAGR—
(a) On Sunday
{8) On a Week-day
{¢) The Purpose of it All
THE TrAcHER-CATECHIST—
{a) His Responsibilities
{#} His Difhculties
(¢) His Past History
CHURCH DISCIPLINE IN THE VILLAGE$—
{a) Its Importance
{8) The Panchayat
TrE WoORK Or THE MissioNARY

Christian ~~ WE have already seen that the mission agent in the mass-

Worship and . : .
Teaching in TPOVement villages 1s both teacher during the week and

a Pariah preacher on Sundays, and we have tried to look in upon
Village. him while he is at work in his day-school. Supposing now

that we find ourselves approaching his village at about
(8} On seven o'clock on a bright Sunday morning—of course it is
Sunday.

bright, unless we go in the rainy season. We cross the
ridges between gorgeous green rice-fields, aiming at a little
clump of palm trees on the horizon. Near the village,
sheltered by those palm trees, we meet the skinny cattle
perseveringly seeking their nourishment in unpromising
pastures, tended by equally skinny children, scantily-clad,
tousle-haired, but cheerful—the very ones whom we were
examining the other day. On coming closer to the houses

we are greeted, first by the howl of the ubiquitous dogs—
€
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poor, mangey, repulsive creatures, which have to be driven
off with stones ; next by the village smells, for the sun is the
only sanitary agency ; next by the sound of an altercation,
for the panahs live at such close quarters with one another
that violent quarrels are matters of daily occurrence,

All these things are too familiar to delay us, and we pass
down the street between the mud and thatch houses on our
way to the church., The building dignified by that name is
also the building of the school which we visited the other
day, and it serves many other purposes, being a sort of
town-hall and forum to the village. It stands a little way
removed from the end of the pariah street, half-way towards
the caste people’s quarters. It was placed there in the hope
that ultimately the caste people also would come to meetings
held in 1t. Its walls are of baked mud, its roof is thatched
with palmyra leaves, or with thick grass and straw. Its
doors and window frames—frames only, for no glass is
used—are of the cheapest wood, and its floor is neatly
coated with cow-dung. It has no furniture save a black-
board, a table, and a chair, and the whole building with
furniture probably cost the mission {3,

Entering this building we ask the teacher-catechist how
he is getting on. He has been troubled by fever, so we
look at the well from which he draws his water, find that a
cleaning is over-due, and arrange for it to be done the next
day. He reports that his night-school i1s making good
progress, so we look at the register and congratulate him
on the improved attendance, after which we ask him to ring
the bell for service. The bell consists of three feet of
railway-line suspended from a pole outside the door, and
after beating it with stone or hammer, the teacher starts
down the village to go from house to house calling the
people, for well he knows to his cost their tendency to
saunter into the service shortly before the benediction.

c*
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Meanwhile we let into the building the noisy crowd of
children who have been waiting outside, stand them in a
row before us, ask them questions about their last Scripture
lesson, hear them repeat passages which they have learnt
by heart, and join with them in singing some lyric or
* bhajan » which they have been taught since our last visit.
These lyrics are songs with Christian words set to Indian
music, Away in the big towns the congregations are singing
English tunes and feeling very up-to-date and Western, but
out here in the village English tunes are useless, and it is
only possible as well as fitting for the people to praise God
in the music loved by India. - While we have been busy
with the children the adults have one by one been quictly
coming in and seating themselves on the floor, the men on
one side and the women on the other, and soon we are
ready to begin the service.

Praise, prayer, and preaching—these are essentially the
same in the pariah’s shed or the Gothic cathedral, but
the external features of our service appear strange to the
visitor. Not only are the language and the music Indian,
but the whole of the worship has been so simplified
as to bring it within the range of the understanding of the
worshippers—those babes in religious experience, The
sermon, for example, is more a kindergarten Scripture
lesson than a discourse. Its subject is laid down in the
mission syllabus, which is arranged so as to give the
hearers a regular graded course of instruction in the life of
Christ, and in certain other portions of the Bible. We
begin by asking the congregation what was the subject of
last week’s lesson ; there is an awkward pause until some
brilliant person recollects it, whereupon we link to-day’s
subject with it. Supposing that to-day’s subject is a parable,
we tell the stary with question and answer and much repeti-
tion, not hesitating to rebuke by name individuals whose
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attention wanders or to waken others who are overtaken by
slumber. As the people live constantly in the open air,
doing bard manual work, they are naturally hable to fall
asleep when they sit still, so that often someone has to be
waked up during a service. We reach the point in the
lesson at which the text must be introduced, and make the
whole congregation repeat it after us fifteen, twenty, or
twenty-five times. Then we point the plain moral of the
story, and it is one of the privileges of doing mission work
to find how those words spoken to Jews so long ago are
marvellously adapted to the circumstances of an Indian
village to-day.l

So ends the sermon, which is followed by the collec-
tion, consisting mainly of little offerings of grain saved
from each family’s meals durning the week. The house-
wife has a special little basket for the purpose, into which
at cooking time she places, when she can spare it, a
handful of grain, and the whole basket is brought on Sunday
to church for the collection. The congregation’s total
amount of grain is thus put together, and ultimately sold by
auction for church expenses. After the benediction we
mark the register, for in most village congregations of this
type the attendance at church services 1s carefully recorded.
We ask why ‘“ Mary ” has becn away for three weeks, and
why for the last six months ““ Methuselah’s ”’ attendance at
Christian worship has been so intermittent. We ask many
impertinent questions about the life and conduct of various
individuals, and scatter plentiful words of exhortation. In
fact, recognizing that we have to do with children in
spiritual things, we treat them as such, looking forward all
the time to the day when they will grow up and cease to
need our constant paternal supervision.

! For an example of a2 sermon to a native congregation, see

Appendix [,
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It may be that some reader wonders why Indian Christians
should receive such names as Methuselah or Shadrach
instead of names in their own language. Apart from the
natural love of Bible associations, in the case of the pariahs
the reason usually is that their pre-Christian name was one
which had such a degraded meaning that they were thank-
ful to change it at baptism. Many of them have no
proper names at all, but only nicknames, and consequently
when at their baptism the teacher suggests to them some
fine mouthful of a Biblical name, they accept it with delight,
If any of us bhad been all his life called by a name that
meant *‘ Leaky-pot *’ or * Foxy ”—both common nicknames
—we should probably hail the title ‘“ Abraham” or
““ Obadiah ” as an immense improvement, Amongst names
actually in use among outcastes in India are Pig, Red Ant,
Earthworm, Flat Fish, Bandicoot, Beetle, Centipede, Bark-
ing Dog, Frog. Missionaries more and more desire that
when possible, converts should retain their old names
rather than take new ones which emphasize the foreign
origin of their religion. But in the case of the mass-
movements the old names are unworthy of the dignity
which has come to a man’s life at his baptism, and they are
thankfully superseded by any name with more Christian
associations,

We have visited one little congregation on a Sunday,
knowing that there are thousands like it, and that it is the
catechists’ business to work on faithfully through the week
too, giving Bible teaching to their flocks, and gathering
them together for prayer. Let us look in upon some
humble wvillage Christians of the Wesleyan Methodist
Mission in the Hyderabad district on a week-day and try to
realize their difficulties and those of their pastor, Most of
these Christians, the report tells us, *“ are labourers employed
by caste farmers. The work they are expected to do is of
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the most exacting nature. Their time is not their own, but
belongs absolutely to their hard, selfish, and unsympathetic
task-masters. The whole day, and sometimes through
the night, they are out in the fields. It is not until
after seven o’clock in the evening that the women and some
of the men are able to return from their toil. The men
do not come to stay at home and sleep. As soon as they
have finished their meal they must go back again to the
fields. In many cases food is sent out to them, and they
remain at their work. Except for an old man or two, a
few women and the very young children, the hamlet is
practically deserted until late in the evening. Then the
women come and commence cooking operations. The
grain is pounded and cleaned, water fetched from the well,
and fires kindled. The grain they cook is what they have
received as wages for their day’s hire, and few families will
be fortunate enough to possess any surplus grain in their
earthen pots, While the women are busy cooking amid the
clamour of their children, and the men are lying about out-
side their huts tired and hungry, the evangelist strikes his
gong loud and clear for the people to come to prayers.
Considering the late and dark hour, it need not occasion
wonder if they do not come. But they do. The moment
the food is ready the mother serves the impatient children,
and covers up the vessels containing the remainder. The
men arise, come for prayer and instruction, and then
return for their long-delayed meal.”

What is the signficance of the catechist’s care and the (c) The
peopie’s faithfulness ? What is the purpose of the mis- il:ugﬁ?seof
sionary’s periodical visits to these village congregations? It
is that same work of foundation-laying which has occupied
us all along. We are putting in the stone and cement,
filling in the basement, which none will notice in coming
days, but on it the Master-Builder will rear his Church in
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India. Woe to that Church if our hands and feet are
slack. Even if our work is solid, still it is not ours to see
the beauty and the greatness of the superstructure. Perhaps
the youngest of us may live to see its outlines growing
clear, But our business is to put in good stone.

This involves amongst other things the employment of
good workmen who need not be ashamed. To leave the
metaphor—all that we have seen of the school and the
church shows that this work really and ultimately depends
upon the teacher-catechist. He is the point on which the
whole turns. No good work can be done if he is not a
good man. The missionary visits the village once in two
or three months; and the circle evangelist, an Indian
worker, comes monthly with his admonitions. But alone
from day to day the teacher-catechist bears the burden of
the work through good report and ill. It is he who teaches
the children all the week, and he who preaches on Sunday.
Whoever falls sick in the village, he will be looked to for
advice, medicine, and prayers. When a refractory Christian
lapses into some low heathen practice, it is the teacher
who must convince him of the error of his ways. When
Zachariah’s young wife turns sulky and will not cook his
rice, the teacher is called in to admonish her. When the
dreaded cholera reaches the wvillage, the teacher must
distribute medicines.  When famine comes, he and his
family must eat their all too frugal meal to the sound of
the whine of half-starved people outside begzing an alms. In
oppressions by the caste people, in domestic joys and sorrows,
in disputes as to ownership of land or as to village right.
of-way, this teacher-catechist is called to be the guide, philo-
sopher and friend of the community, which naturally tends
to lean hard on any outside help which may be offered.

Truly his is a great and difficult calling ; he stands at the

Dificulties. most dangerous outpost of the army of God. He is in the
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midst of heathen surroundings, without any of the ordinary
““means of grace ” available in Christian countries. He is
treated with contempt by the caste people, and badgered for
help by the worst sort of the pariahs. At any moment, if he
offends the village caste people, they will stop the village
barber and washerman from working for him, and sometimes
they can cut off his water-supply. He is very poor, for the
mission suffers from chronic deficiency of funds, and while
its work is increasing its grants have decreased, so that
the village teachers are perforce kept at very low rates of
pay. Yet he has ambitions for his children, and sends them
away to & town boarding-school, the fees for which are, by
an agreement with the missionary, deducted from his own
salary, making it smaller than ever. Humanly speaking, he
has almost everything to depress and little enough to
encourage him, and it is a matter for profound thankfulness
if he keeps steadily and faithfully at work in spite of all,
For who are these teacher-catechists after all? They (c) His Past

are usually children of outcastes themselves, with the History
effects of fifty generations of heathenism struggling in their
lives against a few years of Christian training. They were
boys in willage schools who showed promise enough to be
sent to a central boarding-home, after which they went
to the mission seminary. There they were trained in the
methods of teaching, and taken by a missionary through a
modest course of instruction in theology in their own
language, The missionary not only taught them Scripture
and Christian doctrine ; he drilled them, trained them in
habits of personal cleanliness, kept them under a discipline
kindly but strict, and prayed with them day by day. They
enjoyed those years in the seminary, and felt then strong
enough to bear all things for Christ’s sake. But the work
has been much more lonely and less inspinng than they
thought it would be, and only the picked few have retained
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the full enthusiasm of their seminary days. Surely,if any class
of workers has a greater claim than others upon the prayers
of Christian people, it is these humble village teachers who
to-day are holding lonely forts in thousands of Indian
villages, On them mainly depends the spintual health of
the Church in generations yet unborn,

There is a striking story of Jacob, a Chnstian teacher-
catechist known to the writer; this narrative shows both
the difficulties such men encounter and the possibilities
latent in them :—Less than ten years ago a little school was
started in M., a small panah village of about thirty houses.
Jacob, then a young man, studied at might, and learned the
rudiments of Christianity from the catechist. He deter-
mined to become a Christian, and before the end of the
year was baptized with one or two other young men. In
those early days, when the demand for teachers was most
urgent and there was no adequate supply, we had to
employ any young men we could get who were able to read
and write, Jacob was, therefore, sent to a neighbouring
village to teach reading and writing and what he knew of
the truth, to the children and their parents. He was a man
of promise and anxious to get on, so after a few months we
sent him to the Sessional School-—a travelling school for
unpassed pupils—where, at the end of three months’ hard
work, he passed his fourth standard examination. After he
had again been teaching for some time, we determined to
send him to be trained to the Free Church Mission
Training School at Ranipet. He had never been far from
his village, his journeys being confined to neighbouring
hamlets where his friends and relations lived. So it was
with considerable trepidation that he left his wvillage early
one morning to travel zoo miles by train to a * far country ”
in order to study for a year and a half the methods and
practice of teaching. The life was so strange and the dis-
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cipline so irksome that after a few weeks he ran away home
again. With much difficulty he was persuaded to return
to complete his course. He came back at the end of his
training a self-reliant young man with some knowledge of
the outer world, and was placed in charge of one of our
schools, where he taught faithfully for five years.

His father and his two uncles owned between them
a small garden, which was heavily mortgaged. The father
was a genial, kindly old man, thoroughly convinced of
the truth of Christianity, but not prepared to meet the
difficulties which he expected would result from baptism.
One uncle was prepared to be baptized for a monetary
consideration | The other uncle was a bitter, bigoted foe
of Christianity, and publicly abused us and denounced
Christianity whenever we visited that village. To-day
all are Christians, and none more eamest than the one
who was the most bitter in his opposition. Jacob’s brothers
and cousins, a band of earnest young men, formed the
nucleus of the Chnstian congregation in the village, and
themselves became Gospel heralds to other villages. His
wife and daughter were sent to the Women’s Home in
Erode for a term, and took back with them to their own
home a new ideal of family life, and exerted a strong
Christian influence among the women,

Two years ago the mortgage on the garden was foreclosed,
and the family lost their chief source of livelihood. The
caste money-lender, however, offered to give them time
if they would renounce Christianity., Though they were
in the direst straits they refused. There was still a chance
of buying back the property if only a portion of the money
could be raised at once, but how could they, outcastes and
Christians, raise money ? They were without hope.
However, agents from the Straits Settlements came over
at the time seeking for coolies, and offenng what appeared
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to be fabulous wages. Jacob decided to go in order to
raise the necessary money, and went as the head-man
of a small gang of coolies. The young man, who six
years before, had been firightened to go to a mission
training school a night’s journey by rall, now went to
a strange and unknown country three days’ journey by sea.
He took some Christians and others with him. After
eichteen months he returned with a considerable sum
of money, though not enough to buy back the land. At
the special request of the estate managers he went back
again, but this time as a coolie contractor with two hundred
men under him, many of whom were caste men, his
hereditary lords, to whom he as a pariah must always do
obeisance. In this higher position also he was entirely
successful, and was able, not only to redeem, but to add
to the family property. He is trusted by all on account
of his manly Chnstian character, and it is fully recognized
by Christians and non-Christians alike, that the position
he has won is due entirely to his Christianity. The
villagers under his inspiration are now erecting a fine brick
church in their village, towards which they have themselves
contributed half the cost. At the time of writing, the news
comes that they are planning to repay the half contributed
by the Society, so that they may have the satisfaction of
having buit their church entirely by their own efforts.
Another story from North India gives us a glimpse
of the heathen surroundings from which not a few of
these catechists emerge ; it is also full of promise for the
future of the Indian Church:—In a wvillage in North-
Western India there lived a boy called Malld, the son
of faithful followers of Bala Shah, the Chahrd god, which
has an enormous number of followers, and is worshipped
as follows: Whenever & few Chuhrd families settle they
put sced of various kinds in a vessel and bury it; then
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a goat is sacrificed and the blood poured over this, and
upon the spot a clay pillar is erected. In one side of the
pillar are small niches for earthen lamps which are lighted
every Thursday night. The worship consists of folding
the hands and bowing before the pillar, presenting offerings
and repeating prayers, Mallid’s father was not only a
devotee of BalA Shih, but erected in his house an image
to one of the Hindu gods. Underneath this he placed
a snake of gold, and spent hours in sitting before this
image, swaying his body to and fro, and singing. The
more religious he became, the more impure he became
also. At last, leaving his wife and children, he fled with
gnother’s wife.

In such surroundings Malli was reared. His work was
to tend the sheep and goats. He gambled, stole the cotton
from the fields and sold it, and practised immoralities, &
description of which cannot here be given. He was married
at the age of twelve.

That boy later on heard the Gospel, professed Christianity,
and entered the training institute of the United Presbyterian
Mission. He is now a pastor beloved by his people and
a preacher full of spiritual power. More than that—his
influence reaches far beyond his congregation, for he is the
leader in a self-support movement which has remarkably
quickened the life of the Indian Church. This leadership
was bought at a great price when, contrary to all precedent
and tradition, he refused to receive any foreign support and
limited himself altogether to what his native flock could
give him. ‘‘Having been associated with him for six years,”
says a missionary, “‘ I can say I know of no braver, more
heroic, self-denying soldier in God’s army than this humble
village pastor.”

We cannot too often remind ourselves that the crowning Chburch

effort of mission work among the masses that towards g‘:ﬁ}%ﬁ‘;g
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which all other forms of work are intended to lead—is the
building up of a Church to be the standing witness for
Jesus Christ, and the spiritual home of the *“ little ones ”” who
have so lately come to know Him. All the work done by
the mission must at some far-distant day be undertaken by
the Indian Church itself, and the wise builder has this in
view from the beginning. At the present stage the out-
standing necessity is that the infant Church should learn to
keep itself pure. It must learn how to exercise Church
discipline with love and firmness—a hard lesson. It must
watch over the lives of its members, and continually keep
before them some of the elementary demands of the
Christian life. The greatest peril of the mass-movements
is that they gather into the Christian congregations much
rubbish along with the men and women of true faith.
Unless hay, wood, and stubble are to be built into the
Church of the future, Church discipline must be very
prominent in the life of the present. Of course we do not
expect Foxy (recently re-named Samuel), of the village with
the outlandish name, suddenly to become a mature Christian
saint, We must exercise the largest chanty as we deal with
him, remembering the influence upon him of the teaching
of generations past. But it is of supreme importance that
he and every Christian in the mass-movement congregations
should know full well that certain gross sins, superstitious
practices, and evil social customs, are contrary to the spirit
of Chrisuanity, and will not be tolerated by the Christian
Church.

The enforcement of Church discipline has an im-
portance in India unknown in these days to the older
Churches of the West, The way in which it is carned out
naturally varies according to the forms of Church govern-
ment. Which kind of Church government is really best
suited to the conditions of the mission field is a question
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much discussed, but it need not concern us here. It is
fairly certain that Western forms have been too closely
copied, and that as the Indian Chnstian Church grows
stronger, it will make new forms more suitable to its own
life.

In the meantime, however, there is one indigenous (b) The
means of Church discipline which lies ready to hand, and Fa8chayat
most missions have already adopted it with excellent results,
That is the institution of the village “ panchayat ” or council
of elders. From time immemonal there has been in each
Indian willage community, caste or outcaste, a small
committee of men—the orthadox number being five—whose
spinions carry weight among their own people. Before this
panchdyat are laid all kinds of disputes and grievances, and
it has gained a large though undefined authonty, so that it
frequently inflicts punishment in the shape of a consider-
able fine, Panchiyats have been especially useful in settling
all kinds of matrimonial disputes. It is evident that this
institution only needs to be baptized with the Christian
spirit in order to become a valuable instrument of discipline
in the infant Churches of the mass-movements. When
Ramaswamy is threatening to make a heathen marriage for
his son with a heathen girl to be celebrated with heathen
rites, he knows that the matter will be discussed at the next
elders’ meeting, and that he will probably be summoned to
appear and promise to do no such thing. When Tangam
deserts his wife on some trivial ground, the panchiyat will
force him at least to pay for her maintenance. When it is
rumoured that Joseph, on the fifteenth day after his father’s
death, has called in a kind of magic-man to perform super-
stitious rites in order to propitiate the shade of the
deceased, he too is called before the elders and fined if
found guilty.

Mr Andrews, in his book on ‘ Church Expansion
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in North India,” tells how in the early days of
the movement among the Kols severer methods were
adopted :—* In every church a rail was put up at the west
end to mark off those who were under penance. Their
names were read out publicly after the Nicene Creed, and
a solemn warning was given to the faithful not to resort to
their company until the time of penance had expired.
When that time came the penitents were absolved by the
priest, after public confession in the presence of the whole
congregation. They were then welcomed back into the
fold with great joy.” Anyone who has read the story of the
Church of, say, the third and fourth centuries A.n., will see
in this history repeating itself. In some parts of the
field even to this day it is an unwritten rule that for
certain special offences the missionary shall inflict corporal
punishment, Strange as the idea of chastising grown
men may appear to English notions, it meets with
much approval among the outcastes, and proves very
effective.

But fortunately the painful work of Church discipline
is not the only task to be performed by the elders.
They have the Church finances to supervise. They
must keep up the attendances at the services, and
must try to see that each member of the congregation
contributes a certain very small amount each month.
They must arrange for the Harvest Thanksgiving service,
and do much of the work done by church committees
in England.

It 1s true that in the carly stages of a movement the board
of elders is weak. Sometimes it is hampered in condemn-
ing some particular action by the fact that every elder
present is quite well known to have done the same again
and again. But under the missionary’s fostering care it
will grow stronger, and will accomplish a work as valuable
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as it is necessary.! So will gradually come about that
change which must take place before the goal of an in-
digenous Christian Church can be reached.

At present the missionary, however little he likes it, is The Worlk
constantly forced to exercise the functions of a bishap, and ?\fflits};?onary
the Church is entirely under his control. Let us look for a
moment at the multifold activities of the missionary in
charge of a mass-movement district. His bungalow, where
a great deal of important work has to be done, is in some
station centrally situated with regard to the district. He
has the charge of the Church in this place, which is the
centre of the Christian life of the surrounding willages. In
this station there may be boarding-schools, and a training-
school for catechists and teachers, of which he has the
general supervision, and in which he probably does a certain
amount of teaching. He feels keenly the importance of
these institutions, on which depends so much of the future
development of the district, and indeed of the Indian
Church. The missionary must also have an eye to the
supply of books for the district—a most important matter.
His office, too, is the central office for all the district
schools, of which there are probably several dozen. For
these, statistics have constantly to be made up for Govern-
ment, and this involves a heavy burden of office work.
Besides all this, a multitude of affairs is brought to him

! ¢In the matter of Church organization probably the most advanced
Christian community in India is that connected with the Church
Missionary Society in the district of Tinnevelly, It has about 63,000
adherents, It is governed by a bedy known as the ‘Tianevelly
District Church Council,” which has §7 pastorates connected with
it; these are grouped in 14 circles, from which representatives are
sent to the Council, which consists of 2 European Missionaries,
25 Indian Clergymen, and 49 Indian Lay Delegates, It is only
fair, however, to mention that many of the Christians in this district
come from classes further up in the social scale than the outcastes.”
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to be settled ; day by day teachers and members of con-
gregations come in for consultation on matters of school-
management or Church discipline, and in moments of
doubt or depression. His dealings with these Christians,
as well as with inquirers, are a very important part of his
work. Lastly, he must travel in the district from time to
time, visiting the congregations and keeping, as far as
possible, in personal touch with the village workers.

The heaviness of the district missionary’s burden is
probably the first thing that will strike the reader of the
above account. That point will be dealt with later, but
there is another side to the picture. A missionary
in such a position as we have described has almost
unlimited opportunities of influence and his work affords
scope for administrative gifts of a high order. He has
before him a field of splendid possibilities ; the future of
thousands is, humanly speaking, in his hands.

How is he to make the best use of these wonderful
opportunities ? It is the old story of the self-effacement
of the leader; he must stand back himself and put his
Indian workers forward ; he must plan, organize and train
-—not primarily with a view to reaping an immediate and
plentiful harvest—but in order that the infant Church
among the outcastes may be firmly rooted in true religion
and godliness and may grow towards its full stature, The
most pressing problem of missionary statesmanship in
India is this—how to develop out of a community whose
whole past has tended to rob it of the power of wise initia-
tive, a Church of members with strong and independent
Christian life, with a force within them making them desire
to support their own Churches and to themselves undertake
the work of spreading their religion. It is a task offering
scope for the exercise of the truest Christian wisdom, as
well as of patience and devotion.
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CHAPTER VI
WHAT HAS ALREADY BEEN ACCOMPLISHED

SUMMARY
TESTIMONY TO THE RESULTS OF MASS-MOVEMENTS-=
(a) Numerical Results
(4} The Witness of Educated Hindus
(¢) The Witness of a Hindu Cultivator
{2) The Witness of a Pariah Christian,
Tue EpucarioNaL RESULTS
THe SociaL REsvrts
THE RELIGIOUS RESULTS
{a) Self-sacrifice in Giving
(4) Release from the Fear of Evil Spirits
(¢) Personal Religion
{(a) Courage in Time of Cholera
(¢) Courage in Facing Death
THE REaLiTY OF Mass-MovexenTs
Horx FOR THE FUTURE ‘

Tms chapter has a big story to tell. We do not wish to Testimonyto
give any exaggerated estimate of the value of the work, and gl}en?afs‘:lt’
the next chapter will present the obverse side of the Movements.
picture. But we must ask the reader to believe that the

facts mentioned in this chapter are selected out of a large

mass of matenal, and that every story told is representative

of many more which are suppressed far lack of space.

What have been the results of this extraordinary move- (a) Numeri-
ment, and of the extensive efforts of the missionary societies cal Resulta,
in connection with it? First, there are the npumerical
resuits, Everyone knows in these days that numercal

”
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results are far from being the most important, and apart
from other results they would be worth little. But after all
they form a foundation on which to build. It means
something that a great mass of people is counting itself as
Christian. The Government census discloses the following
fact :—During the decade 18g1-1go1, Indian Christians
increased from 2,036,500 to 2,664,313—an increase of
30.8%, while the whole population of India increased by
only 2.5%. Here is an instructive little table of figures :—
Of every 10,000 of the population, there were—

in 1881. in 189I. in 1901, in 191¢:
Hindus . . 7,432 74232 6,037 6,916
Christians . 73 79 99 123
Mohammedans . 1,974 1,096 2,122 2,115

The detailed figures for the whole of India for the
census of 1911 have not been published,! but the total
number of Christians of all nationalities in India is already
announced to have grown in 1gor-191r from 2,923,241 to
3,876,196—an increase of 32.5%,—and it is most probable
that this increase will later be shown to have been almost
entirely among Indian Christians.

It 1s a great thing to have baptized these thousands of
people, chiefly from the depressed classes, but it is obvious
at once that in so doing the missionaries run a serious risk.
If the movement had left the outcastes socially, education-
ally, or religiously as it found them, Christianity would
have suffered a terrible defeat in India, But so far is that
from being the case, that nothing in mission work has
made a greater impression upon educated men in India

} Since this was written the detailed figures have been published;
they will be found in Appendices IX., X. XII,, at the end of ** The
Kenaissance i India,"—{ED.}
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than the work of the elevation of the masses, The
following quotations are not from mission reports; they
are from representative Hindu gentlemen who are stating
the impression which Christian work for the depressed
classes has left upon them.

We will begin with one from the official report of
the Travancore Census in 1gor written by a dis-
tinguished Brihman:— But for these missionaries, these
bumble orders of Hindu society will for ever remain
unraised. Their material condition, I dare say, will
have improved with the increased wages, improved
labour market, better laws, and more generous treatment
from an enlightened Government like ours; but to the
Christian missionaries belongs the credit of having gone to
their humble bomes and awakened them to a sense of a
better earthly existence. This action of the missionary
was not a mere improvement upon ancient history, a kind
of polishing and refining of an existing model, but an
entirely original idea, conceived and carried out with com-
mendable zeal, and often-times in the teeth of opposition
and persecution. I do not refer to the emancipation of the
slave, or the amelioration of the labourer’s condition; for
these always existed more or less in our past humane
governments. But the heroism of raising the low from the
slough of degradation and debasement was an element of
civilization unknown to ancient India.”

Again, in an article in The Indian Review, a well-known
Hindu gentleman says :— I must here pause to pay a word
of tribute to the work of Christian missionaries. I am not
concerned with their endeavours to gain converts. They
have materiaily contributed to the advancement of these
classes. Habits of self-respect and of cleanliness have
come to them. The work of Foreign Missions is waking
up the educated classes of India. It bas made them
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realize that they will be losing ground if they neglect to
raise these depressed classes.”

These gentlemen voice the opinion of the majority of
their educated countrymen, but it is not only the highly
educated men with a wide outlook who have noticed a
change in the pariah, A well-known missionary tells the
following story :—* When I was preaching in Uppalapid,
where we have had a Christian congregation for many
years, an intelligent ryot (cultwator) who was a most bitter
opponent of Christianity, came forward to argue with me,
When he questioned if Christianity exercised any real
influence upon its adherents, I began to mention to him
several men of his own caste, whose lives seemed to give
evidence of the power of the new faith. He stopped me,
and said, ‘ You don’t need to go as far as that. We've
seen what Christianity has done for the Malas of our own
village. Before they became Chrnistians they were always
drinking and quarrelling ; they used to poison our cattle
and steal our grain; now they have given up all these
evil ways, and the only desire they have is to get their
children educated so that they may be fit to go out as
teachers.” Such testimony coming from the lips of an
avowed opponent is very strong evidence as to the extent
to which Christianity has affected the lives of the poot
pariah people of whom our village congregations are
chiefly composed.”

This testimony is from South India. From the Panjib
there comes similar evidence, such as that afforded by the
following typical story :—A Christian was at a railway-
station waiting for his train. The Chief of Police coming
up asked who the man was. Upon finding that he was
a Christian, he entered into conversation with him. “ Now
tell me,” the Chief said, “ what good has it been for you
to become a Christian ?” *“ Well, I can tell you,” said
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the man; * for one thing, I am not afraid of you now,
and I can go round among these villages with freedom,
and people do not take me for a thief or a rascal, as they
used to do when we were heathen Chahras. They. take
me for a man now.” That is a chance phrase, but it fairly
sums up the achievement of the mass-movements. These
movements are making the outcaste into a man, and giving
him a man’s place in the world—a place which he has
never enjoyed before.

These are general testimonies. Before we try to test The Educa-
the reality of the pariab’s Christianity, as far as it is té‘:;i'us
possible to do so by an examination of facts, let us see
what Christianity has done for the outcastes in the way
of education and of social advancement. The depressed
classes have been educated in large numbers, and the
results bave occasionally been a great surprise to impartial
observers. The aboriginal tribes of Chotd Nagpar, for
example, made such progress in education that a college
has been established among them, in which the children
of primitive unlettered aboriginals are obtaining University
degrees. This so astonished Sir John Woodburn, the
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, that in the course of
an after-dinner speech in which he summed up his Indian
experiences, he spoke as follows :—* While speaking of
Chotd Nagpir, I was thinking of the surprise that awaited
even so old an Indian as myself. We are accustomed to
hear and speak of the savage tribes of the hills as almost
irreclaimable from the naked barbarism of their nomad
life. What did I find? In the schools of the missionanes
there are scores of Kol boys, rapidly attaining University
standards in education. It was to me a revelation that
the savage intellect, which we are apt to regard as dwarfed
and dull and inept, is as acute and quick to acquire know-
ledge as that of the sons of generations of culture. It
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seems incredible, but it is the fact, that these Kol lads
are walking straight into the lists of competition with the
high-bred youth of Bengal. This is a circumstance so
strange to me, so striking, so full of significance for the
future, that I could not refrain from telling you of this
last surprise of this wonderful land we live in.”

It is known to everyone that the majority of Indian
Christians are of outcaste origin.. Yet in the Government
" “ statistics of literacy ” we find the proportion of Chnstians
able to read and write is only excelled by that of the
‘Brahmans, the hereditary scholars of the country, and the
Christians are pressing the Brihmans close. In female
education the Christians are far and away ahead of any other
Indian community except the small and select company
of Parsees. The following table, compiled from the
Government statistics for Bengal, shows how much the
Christians of the five aboriginal tribes mentioned are ahead
of the non-Christians in the matter of education :—

Males able to Read and Write,
Tribe.

Christians, Non-Christians,
Lepcha ’ . I4I per 1000 29 per 1000
Garo . . . 115 » 3,
Munda - . . 68 »»
Oraon . . . 41 " 3
Santal . . . 226 »”» L

It is said that of every twelve who receive the B.A. degree
from the Madras University one is a Christian, and there
are now over Ioco Indian Christian graduates in South
India alone, Many of these are of outcaste descent, In
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striking contrast stands the following laconic sentence from
last years” education report of the Madras Government, with
reference to outcastes who have not become Christians—
“ There was again not a single pupil in a college.” There
are colleges where professors with B.A. and M.A. aiter
their names, by descent pure outcastes, have Brihman
pupils sitting at their feet to receive instruction, Only
those who know what India was two generations ago can
fully realize what a miracle this is,

The same remarkable change is taking place all the time in The Social
the general social position of people who formerly belonged Results.
to the depressed classes, but now are Chnstians. For ex-
ample, in all the large towns in India, missions are carrying on
schools for Hindu caste girls. Yet in many of these schools
there are girls with no drop of caste blood in their veins.
They are Christians of the second and third generation, and
no one now thinks of them as pariahs. They are classed,
not indeed as caste people, but as ‘‘ Christians,” and, iike
Mohammedans and other non-Hindus, they have their
recognized place in society ; they are no longer outside the
pale of respectability. Chnstians of panah ongin are
becoming village officials under Government, clerks in
Collectors’ offices, Sub-Magistrates, Sub-Inspectors of
Police, and so on.

These advances are admirable of their kind, but we have The
to remember that they are not the main object of g:;ﬁ‘;“
Christian Missions. Christianity might have given the pariah
education and social position and yet failed in its main
purpose. But it has accomplished things which are of more
account. It was wonderful that the outcaste should learn that
he is a man. It has been far more wonderful for him to
learn that he is a son of God. Take the strictest test
of all—the only test which, as supporters of missions, we
care about—the test of religion, and let the mass-movements
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be regarded as a success or a failure according as they have
or have not given to the outcastes a vital religion for their
souls. We are not afraid of the test when it is fairly applied.

How can the religion of a community be tested ? One
much-used though very imperfect test is that of self-sacrifice
in giving. When people give to the point of sacrifice for
their religion, it evidently has some life in it.

We have to remember, before applying this test to the
mass-movements, that thousands of the outcastes have been
brought up in the notion that begging is the traditional
profession of their class. In the very district where the
Jacob of Chapter V. lives, if a non-Chnstian pariah is asked
what is his means of support, he will often answer
“begging,” It is only to be expected that Chnstians
with such a past should be slow to appreciate the privilege
of giving which to them involves a self-sacrifice bordering
on the heroic. In some cases, however, these parah
congregations have risen to the duty of giving in a way
that puts many home congregations to the blush. There
is a Wesleyan circuit where the average wage of the
Christians in the whole district is certainly not larger than
two-pence a day, and that circuit in a recent year gave to its
church an average of three shillings and six-pence per head.
We have spoken of the aboriginal hill-tribes in Bengal :
one of them, the Santdls, have come to the Chnstian religion
in large numbers, In the Church Missionary Society Native
Church Councils for Santilia, out of a total expenditure of
£466, 13s. od. for the year 1910, the C.M.S. grant was
only £78, 16s. od. ; the rest was raised locally, though the
people are very poor. Often the people cannot give money,
for they scarcely handle coin at all, but they give grain, and
at their annual Harvest Thanksgiving or “ Ingathering
Service ” they give anything that they can, from a turnip te
a buffalo.
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Here is a missionary’s description of the thanksgiving
service in his district in a year of scarcity :—* The people
have been preparing for it in such humble ways as were
open to them. One is trying to raise a handful of
vegetables for it; one is watering laboriously a pumpkin
plant that creeps over the thatch of his hut for want of
space elsewhere, and he eyes the fruit as it forms and swells
to maturity, and counts the days of the time still remaining
before the thanksgiving service ; and the women are busy
watching over their eggs and chickens, each one with a
number marked for her ‘temple-offering.” The day hag
arrived. Hardly have I ever seen a sight more pathetic.
The men of the church need little clothing and have even
less, the women are in rags and are ashamed ; it is evening
and they have been hungry all day ; they have not had a
full day’s food for months. No pressure of any kind has
been brought to bear upon them, but they have all come,
and not one of them without an offering—a few eggs, a fowl,,
a few chickens, a measure of grain, a basket of vegetables
a bunch of plantains, etc. etc., and everything is sold on
the spot.”

Shall we try to test the outeastes’ Christianity in another (b) Release
way ¢ We have seen in Chapter I, how the panah’s life is gg‘r Ehfe
lived in perpetual dread of mischievous, capricious, spiteful Demons.
demons. Only a real religion could deliver him from that
slavery. But Christianity has most certainly delivered him.,
He still believes that demons exist and are malevolent, but
he is quite certain that Jesus is stronger than Satan, so that
as a follower of Jesus he has no need o fear his conquered
foe. He notices that the distressing symptoms which in
India are usually ascribed to devil-possession very seldom
appear in Christians, He also notes that when such a case
does occur, the evangelist or teacher comes in and prays

for the recovery of the afflicted person-—generally a woman
D
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~and that her spirit is so quieted that she recovers her
usual composure. He is quite certain that devils can be
robbed of all their power to harm by prayer to Christ.
Many of the teachers in mass-movement villages regard it
as a part of their duty that they should occasionally do the
work of casting out demoms which was assigned in the
ancient Christian Church to a special class of “ exorcists.”

But come nearer to the heart of religion, to the personal
relation to Jesus Christ, and still we need not fear the test,
Among people whose past history is such as that of the
average pariah, no one would look to find a high average
standard of spirituality. But in a genuine religious move-
ment it may be expected that here and there in every group
there will be leaders who have sufficient personal knowledge
of the grace of God in Christ to be an earnest of a day
when all their fellows will know Christ as they do them-
selves. That is just what we do find. TFrom every part
of the country where mass-movements have been in pro-
gress we hear of a few people whose religious life is a
perpetual wounder to those who know the pit from which
they were digged. It 1s the same old story that has
surprised the world ever since Jesus came to earth, of the
Lord’s faith in the potentialities of the meanest lives, and
the Lord’s power to use the things that are not, to put to
shame the things that are. It is very beautifully sald by
one who gave the best eighteen years of his life to the
service of the outcaste, ‘‘ Though the brain and the heart
of the pariahs have been galled to a pitiable apathy by the
social tyranny of centuries till they seem covered with a
callus as hard as those on their work-worn hands and way-
worn feet, they are responding wonderfully to the touch of
the great Healer, and vindicating once again Christ’s faith
in the spiritual capacity even of the lowest of the sons of
men.”
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They have a simple, straightforward belief in prayer,
probably a much stronger belief than that of many
European Christians whose knowledge of the uniform
working of natural laws raises problems unknown to the
pariah.  There is something very stirring to the heart in
the sound of a village pariah taking part in a village prayer-
meeting. “‘ Few sounds,” says a friend, ‘ are quite <o
charming as the voice of the unlettered pariah, who under
the influence of the Spirit pours out his heart in earnest
prayer to God. All the usual formalities are dropped, and
the soul expresses itsclf in words which, for all their clipped
endings and ungrammatical forms, are sweeter than the
noblest poetry.”

Nor 1s it less inspiring to meet with a little company of
these men at the Supper of the Lord. Saved from the
lowest depths of degradation, they have come to their
“hour of banquet and of song ” and they know how great
is their privilege. “If ever I have had doubts,” said a
great missionary, ‘“‘as to the existence of genuine spiritual
life in the congregations under my care, my doubts have
always vanished when I have joined with them in the
fellowship of the Lord’s Supper. No one who has seen
their dull faces light up at the thought of the wondrous
love of our Lord, and their eyes moisten and their lips
quiver as memory took them back to the scencs of His
suffering and death, could doubt that they had really given
their hearts to Christ and entered into living union with
Him.”

From a missionary in Santilia (North-Eastern India)
comes the story of a man called Baijun, who belonged
to the abonginal tribe of the Santals. Baijun’s his-
tory shows the hold that Christiaruty takes on the best
of these bumble people, and the very practical way
in which their religion shows itself :—“ He had heard of
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God and: His great power some time before he came into
personal contact with our missionaries, but the seed did
not immediately germinate. One day he was taken ill,
and the heathen said that he could not recover, for he was
suffering from what is called by them °‘the demon’s
puncture.’” Being in great agony, he went down to the
river, which was close by, and there vowed that, if the
great God would spare his life, he would be His servant
and become a Christian. He did recover, and that was
the beginning of his Christian life. A missionary wrote
of him in 1833 as follows :— Baijun is universally re-
spected. He was baptized about fifteen years ago, and has
had much to endure for Christ. He was mainly the cause
of the new church in his village being built, for when some
of the lukewarm Christians said that they were not able to
spare the necessary time and money, Baijun replied that
if they would not help him, he would do it at his own
expense. This shamed the few whose hearts were not
so earnest in the work, so that in course of time the
church, a thatched building with mud walls, was built
entirely by the people.” When the last report was
published, there were zo6 Christians in and around
this place, many of whom trace the fact of their having
embraced Christianity to the influence exerted upon them
by Baijun, who is looked upon as the adviser and helper
of his brethren.”

Danger and death come to the pariah as to all men, and
still his new-found hope does not fail him. Only people who
have lived in India or similar tropical countries know all the
terror that clings to the sound of the word ckolera. Cholera’
strikes so suddenly, the mortality attending it is so great, and
the disease itself 1s so awful, that no epidemic is so much’
dreaded. If a man’s religion can stand the test of a cholera
epidemic, it is no light thing. Now nothing is more certain'
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than this—that in cholera time the outcaste Christians
stand steady when their neighbours by their very panic
are creating conditions favourable to the spread of the
disease ; that they meet the disease, when it does come
to them, with the courage born of Christian faith, and
that some of them, especially those who have become
teachers, often show magnificent courage and self-sacrifice
in ministering to the sufferers both heathen and Christian.
The following stories show how cholera seasons test the
- pariah’s Christian religion, and find it ring true.

“ Stephen, one of our catechists, had come into Secun-
derdbad post haste for cholera medicine, and on the
morning of his return his little son Ratnam, who is in the
Boys” Home, was attacked with cholera. I was called at
once and my first enquiry was, ‘ Where 1s Stephen?’
‘Sir, just as Ratnam fell ill, he hurried off to the station.’
The boy was put under treatment and happily recovered,
but the father’s unnatural conduct puzzled me. I knew
him to be a tender-hearted man, and that he should leave
his child, who was possibly within an hour or two of an
agonizing death, filled me with indignation and amazement.
A week or two later when I wvisited his village I asked him
why he did not stay., His answer humiliated me and made
me repent my hasty judgment. ‘Sir, what could I do?
I had that cholera medicine in my charge, and for aught I
knew the Christians here might be dying for want of it.
God knows how anxious I was, but I thought, the
missionary is here and God is kind, surely He will not suffer
my child to die, if I hurry away to take medicine to His
people in Aler’ How 1 thanked God then for opening
my blinded eyes to a vision of devotion so simple, so
unquestioning, so rare | Stephen still wonders how I can
have thought he could have done anything else |

The next is a somewhat similar story from the Telugu
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country again :—* Another of our elders is Thalari Maranna
of Mummulkapur. He was a devout heathen before he
became a Chnstian, and when there was feasting or sacri-
ficing in honour of the village goddess, it was he who
always took the lead. Now he leads and inspires his
fellow-villagers to devotion to Jesus Christ. An evangelist
named John Colvin was the means of his conversion in
1899, This same year there was an epidemic of cholera.
Our evangelist was attacked by it and died. Maranna
dug the grave with his own hands and buried his friend and
teacher. There was no formal service read over the lonely
grave, for Maranna could not read, but very genuine tears
were shed, and very heartfelt prayers uttered over the good
man’s sepulchre. TFive years later came another terrible
epidemic of cholera. Qur evangelist, C. Daniel, and his
wife were the first to be attacked in this village. Maranna
never left their side, but to him it seemed that death was
nearly certain to come, and I believe they would both have
died but for this faithful man. He had been praying by
their side, ‘ Vesu (Jesus) Swami, Yesu Swami, have mercy,
have mercy, save them, save them,’ again and again, for
his prayers are short ones. When he learned that the
medicine was exhausted, he immediately set off to run
the seven miles into Kundl and back for more. It was
midnight and pitch-black ; often he missed his way ; often
his bare feet were cut by stones and pierced by thorns;
what narrow escapes he had from cobras and other
poisonous snakes he will never know; and what is worse
than all to the Indian mind, he stumbled and fell now and
again over the bodies of those who had died of cholera and
had been left to the jackals by their terrified friends, as is
the custom at such times. But he won his way through
and came back safely with the priceless medicine, The
lives of his two friends, and eventually of many others
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were saved. To the other villagers, who marvelled at his
reckless courage—for usually no man dare venture fifty
yards from his village on a dark night without a lamp and
a companion also—he said, ‘I was tempted to turn back,
but I thought, “ Without God’s hookum (order) no harm
can come to me,” sa I was not at all afraid” Everyone in
the village looks to Maranna when trouble comes, and
seldom in vain~ He has brought many to the feet of Jesus,
and through his efforts there is one large village ready to
receive baptism.”

It is a fact familiar to all who work among mass-move- (e) Courage
ments that these humble Christians die wonderfully well. T el:?hcmg
It is even at times rather puzzling. We wonder how it is
that a man whose life, judged by our standards, has been
far from satisfactory, is able to die so bravely with words
of victory on his tongue. Certainly it is one sign that his
religion is & real one. Often the death of the Christians
makes an impressive contrast with the death of those who
are far higher in the social scale, but who do not know
Christ. Here is a typical example :—

“In the village of Muknurambakkam, two men lay
dying last year, one in the Hindu caste village, the other
in the pariah quarter. The former was rich, influential,
educated, the head of a large family, a man of weight in
the village. He was whatthe world would call a ‘gentle-
man.’” The other was far from being that. He was
poor, uneducated, dependent on the favour of the caste
men for a living, ill-clad and under-fed. But he was
& Christian, and though by no means better than he ought
to have been, the name meant something in his case. Our
evangelist, Mr Samuel, visited both men on their death-
beds. Devanasan (‘beloved of God’) confessed that he
bad been a grievous sinner, but God through Christ
had forgiven his sin, and before his death he said to
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Mr Samuel: ‘I am going to my God within two days,
You must not go away anywhere in the meanwhile, For
you will have to inter my body.’ He died, as he had
foretold, two days after in great peace, commending
his soul to Jesus. Mr Samuel’s visit to the rich Hindu
was very different. He showed forth to him the Lord
Chnist, and the sick man hstened respectfully, But he
had no peace. He was alarmed at the prospect of death.
‘Ah me, I am going to die] What am I to do? What
is to become of my family ? I cannot endure the thought.
Do you think I am really going to die this time?’ Of
what advantage were his broad acres and polite manners ?
He knew not the Lord. But the Grace of God had made
known the secret to the humble outcaste, and he proved
beyond all possible question that Grace reigns,”

These are stories of actual men, whose lives have been
miraculously changed by the power of Chrst. We cannot
say that these incidents are typical. In many a congregation
such cases as these stand out against a background of
semi-heathenism calling itself Christianity. But are they
not enough to show that there is divine life in this move-
ment 7 The light that shines so gloriously in individuals
here and there will certainly spread ; it is spreading all the
time. The Churches in the mass-movement fields generally
are making steady progress in spirituality and in character.
They are growing in self-support, in spite of their deep
poverty, There are many self-supporting Churches in
the older mass-movement fields, such as Travancore and
Tinnevelly—nay, in Tinnevelly the day seems to be not
far distant when the Indian Church will be able to take
over the management of all the mission work formerly
carmed on by fareign missionaries, in addition to supporting
a strong mission of its own which works among the Mailas
in the Telugu country, The Chuhras in the Panjib are
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making remarkable efforts to support their own ministry,
All over India the missionary spirit is gaining strength
among Indian Christians, as is evidenced by the steady
growth of the National Missionary Society, which, manned
by Indian men and supported by Indian money, has
occupied a few of the hitherto unoccupied fields of India.
Not a little of the money which supports this most hopeful
enterprise is given by those who, but for the work of the
mass-movements, would be degraded outcastes to-day.

Is it surprising that those who know the mass-movements Hope for the
best, while never shutting their eyes to their weaknesses, Future.
see in them a wonderful work of God, and are full of hope
for the future ? To falter in face of what God has already
wrought would indeed be a strange lack of faith. God
has abundantly made it manifest that He has sent us to
the outcaste, to preach good tidings to the poor, to
proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight
to the blind; to set at liberty them that are bruised, and
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. God is with
us, and we have no fear for the future. Yet withal this
picture has a dark side, and we must paint it as faithfully
as we can in the next chapter.
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CHAPTER VII

THE DARK SIDE OF THE PICTURE

SUMMARY

DIrrFICULTIRS INVOLVED IN THE S1ZE OF MAsS-MOVEMENTS
{a) The Missionary QOverworked
{#) The Work of a Podr Quality
{¢) Suggested Remedies
{d) Consequences
DirFFICULTIES CONSEQUENT ON THE MISSIONARY'S ISOLATION
{a) Danger to his Work
{#) The Remedy—To Train Indian Leaders
DIFFICULTIES IN MAKING THE CHURCHES SELF-SUPPORTING
{z} The Outeaste’s Poverty
(#) His Lack of Independence
(c}) Suggested Remedies
Tue CALL TO PRAYER ON BEHALF OF MISSIONARIES

THE picture just given of the successes gained by mass-
movement work in India is a true one, yet not a complete
picture of the work as a whole. Encouraging as are some
of the results of this work, yet none of those engaged in it
would wish to deny that it has some senious drawbacks, and
is beset by great difficulties. The aim of this chapter is
to present the reverse side of the medal, in order that
sympathisers at home may understand the work more truly,
and so be able to pray for it more intelligently.

The first and most obvious difficulty which strikes every
observer of the mass-movements is that they are altogether
too large, in nearly every case, for the mission staff which

Movements. js dealing with them. This results in overwork, and for
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missionary societies overwork spells breaking down in
health and expensive returns to the home-land for recovery,
involving much dislocation of all mission arrangements,
What is far more serious, it means that much work will be
done which is of poor quality, and much rubbish will be
built into the foundations of the Church of the future.

Some idea has already been given of the multifarious (a) The
activities of the district missionary in a centre of one of Missionary

. . Overworked
these rapidly growing movements., Let us now, in con-
nection with our first point, follow such a missionary
through an ordinary day so that we may realize the amount
and pressure of his work,

In his headquarters his office table (note the term “ office ” :
he has an “ office ” instead of the home minister’s * study”),
is loaded with business papers and account books, and his
post-bag is very bulky. If he is to have any time for
devotions it must be at early dawn or late at night, for he
will probably have no single hour free of interruption in
between._ Just as he is settling down to some piece of
work requiring careful thought, there is a low cough on the
verandah,which grows in persistence and soon becomes two
or three coughs, and the missionary knows that several
people are waiting on the verandah for business interviews.
One is an evangelist from a village fifteen miles away who
has brought an estimate for repairs to a school building,
which estimate must be scrutinized in closest detail ; after
this the affairs of half-a-dozen churches and schools in the
“ circle ” supervised by that evangelist must be talked over
at length, for the missionary will not be able to see him
again for some time. The next man is a teacher dismissed
two months ago for serious misconduct, who has come to ask
for a certificate, regards the refusal of a certificate as pure
malice on the missionary’s part, and departs, after a quarter
of an hour’s patient explanation, with angry thoughts of the
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tyranny of these forelgn missionaries. The next is a coolie,
who is'the father of two children in the boarding-home. He
has walked thirty miles to pay them a wvisit, and wants an
order to the matron to give him a free meal. The rules
laid down for such matters are briefly explained to him,
So the time wears on with interviews and letter-writing and
book-keeping, and there are still anxious-looking people
~waiting for an interview when the bell rings for the week-
night service, at which our poor missionary friend has to give
the address, trusting perforce to divine inspiration given at
the moment, for he has had no time for preparation.

The next day he has promised to go on tour, and to be
at a village twenty miles away for an evening meeting.
His luggage is duly sent ahead at daylight, he intending to
come after it in the cool afternoon hours on his cycle. As
if there were fatality in it, a mass of business requiring to
be immediately dealt with comes in by post. He is delayed
three hours in his start, and when at length he mounts his
bicycle, perhaps giving final instructions to a ‘‘ writer ”
running a few yards down the road alongside of him, he
has to pedal at full speed for his twenty miles, and at the
end of it, conduct his meeting without a moment’s interval
for rest. The next day he visits three, four, or even five
more villages, knowing all the time that to give the whole
day to one village would be far more effective, yet when he
divides the number of villages to be visited by the number
of possible touring-days, he knows that he must either rush
from place to place, or else be responsible for work in some
villages which he never sees. All this is very likely going
on with a temperature somewhere near 100 degrees in the
shade. Of course, there are districts where the staff is large
enough for work to be carried on at a more reasonable
pace. Yet In the case of mass-movements it is so common
for two or three missionaries to be in sole responsible
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charge of all the organized work in a district where five,
ten, even twenty thousand baptized Christians are scattered
over hundreds of villages, that the above state of things is
far more frequent than it ought to be, It is clear that the
mission staff working under such conditions is running
grave risk to health.

Our second point is not so clear at first sight, but it really (b) The
involves a far more serious danger; the work done at the YWork of
pressure described above is so ineffectual that in some Bu;ﬁ?t;‘ ,
villages a work apparently successful is thoroughly corrupt.
If we bear in mind that many of the village teachers are
drawn from the lowest classes, and perhaps even now have
many heathen connections whose influence is all the harder
to resist because it is imperceptible, we shall not be shocked
to hear of occasional moral disaster. A teacher takes to
drink, and all his work promptly suffers. Some days his
school is not held at all, but he marks the register. By a
little exercise of *’cuteness” he is forewarned of the
evangelist’s visit, and he has means of persuading the
children to be all in their places on the necessary day. His
Sunday services are very perfunctorily conducted, his
lesson being given altogether without preparation. The
missionary arrives one evening, and again the teacher has
. ways of his own of getting a large congregation together, it
may be even at the cost of a small expenditure for bribery.
The missionary is in the wvillage exactly two hours. Even
in that time, if he is a man of experience, he will probably
form suspicions that something is wrong, but he cannot act
on suspicions, and after speaking some words of warning,
be has to go on to the next place with an unhappy feeling
that the work is of little value. Months pass before he can
get to the root of the matter and deal with it firmly,
Meanwhile the whole of the work done in that village, by
its very falseness, has enormously hindered, instead of help-
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Ing, the coming of the Kingdom. Moreover, in a country
where sexual problems at the best of times have an un-
healthy prominence, it need scarcely be said that occasion-
ally the serely-tempted worker falls into grosser sins than
drunkenness, and even these may remain for long unde-
tected, while they are acting as a poison upon every part of
the work. Truly the Christian Church pays a heavy price
when it sends an inadequate staff to cope with a wide-spread
movement.

What is the remedy P The remedy usually suggested by
the home Board of Missions fs that the over-worked
missionary should delegate many of his responsibilities to
carefully chosen Indian workers, There can be no doubt
that this is the jdeal hne of progress, and missionaries on
the field are making steady efforts in that direction. But
it is of no use to ignore the fact that this can only be done
gradually. In the case of most of the mass-movements the
conditions are such that the number of workers who can
take upon their shoulders those responsibilities which are
the missionary’s heaviest burden is often painfully limited.
“ But why,” asks some mission director, ‘“ why have rot
the missionaries made it their business from the first to
train up such men?” The answer is probably this—that
during the last fifteen years some five thousand Christians
have been baptized iIn a given area, and that the total
Christtan community is now one¢ of more than ten thousand
scattered over three hundred villages. The number of
missionaries is practically what it was fifteen years ago.
Allowing for furloughs and changes, on the average there
have been in the field three men, who have itinerated
among three hundred villages, managed two hundred and
fifty schools, trained hundreds of village teachers, and kept
the lamp of Christian truth burning through a wide district.
To take an extreme instance, a missionary writes from
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Fategarh (United Provinces):—* In five of our stations our
Christian communities have increased during the last four
years at the rate of 100%, per year, till now the total
Christian community of those five districts numbers about
16,000, . . .. . There are more than 700 new disciples
baptized during the year. for whom no teacher is ready.”
Missionaries in such districts have had no time to train men
who can take over heavy responsibilities of finance, or who
can understand the Church’s past so thoroughly as to be
able to exercise the ecclesiastical functions of a modern
bishop. To make such men out of the material presented
by the depressed classes will require generations of Christian
education ; yet the ideal leaders of the community will
mecessarily be men sprung from its own loins, rather than
converts from higher castes who will always be regarded by
the masses as a foreign element. The lack of a sufficient
pumber of Indian workers whe are fit to take over the
work now done by the missionary is not due to the
missionaries’ lack of foresight half as much as to the fact
that the mass-movements have been so immense, and have
come so rapidly. It is a penalty of the very success of the
work. _

Consequently even for the purpose of raising up Indian
workers who will ultimately take the missionaries’ places,
'n most missions a large increase in the staff is an impera-
tive necessity, or else well-staffed training institutions for a
higher grade of workers must be added to the existing
:quipment. Even if the missionaries on the field continue
to do what many of them are doing at present, viz., dis-
courage baptism of new Christians because there is no hope
of their being adequately instructed, yet still for the num-
bers as they stand at the present time in all missions deal-
ing with mass-movements, there is urgent need for a large
increase in the number of missionaries,
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How many Christians at home really believe that mis-
sionaries are actually declining to accept new adherents to
Christianity for lack of means to instruct them ? Here is
evidence in the shape of typical extracts from recent
reports, each from a different part of the country :— The
Reddy Dommaradlu inquirers, numbering about 200, we
bave decided to give up for the present, as we have not
suitable workers to spare to deal with these people.”

““The Lombadies have made ho further movement
towards Christianity. This is partly due to the inadequacy
of our present staff of workers.”

“ We need more workers, for there are still well over a
hundred congregations without a resident teacher, but we
have no suitable workers ready.”

‘“ Earnest petitions pleading for Christian teachers are
coming in from wvillages where the people have heard a
little of the Gospel. But in sorrow of heart we are forced
to lay these appeals aside, for we have not the half-crown
a week that is necessary for the support of the teacher who
is to live among them. When these refusals have actually
to be made, realizing as we do the condition in which we
condemn these people to remain, it well-nigh crushes us
with despair.”

“We have people under our care who have long ago
accepted Christ, but we dare not bapt