


























































































































































60 THE OUTCASTES' HOPE 

of work is to be done at all, it must be done by men 
specially qualified for it; it must be managed on strictly 
business lines throughout, and it must be kept entirely 
distinct in its management from the ordinary work of the 
mission. When these principles are applied, agricultural 
settlements will become a powerful means for j;he uplift of 
the depressed masses. 

" But," it may be asked, "what is the exact bearing of 
this industrial and agricultural training on missionary work ?" 
We have already seen from the work of the Chingleput 
boarding-school how useful it may be in developing 
character-a vitally important part of the missionary's task. 
The work of missions lies not only in proclaiming the 
Gospel, but in building up strong independent churches in 
the mission field. And if the churches are to be indepen­
dent, their individual members must be so. But how can 
the pariah form habits of independence when, for the sake of 
a pittance of food, he is compelled to fawn upon the caste 
man for casual labour? Or how can it be hoped that an 
ordinary-sized congregation of people, whose earnings 
average threepence a day per household, can support even 
a catechist? We have only to compare the pariah's case 
with that of our casual labourers at home to see that almost 
the first thing to be done for him is to put him in the way 
of earning a regular livelihood such as will lift him from a 
state of semi-slavery to a position of comparative indepen­
dence. It is here that agricultural and industrial training 
step in as the handmaids of missions, and provide in many 
districts the only solution to the problem of self-support in 
the churches. 

The Import. In the work of education, with which this chapter deals, 
of
tt
. lies the hope for the future of Christian India, and by no 

.,. uca. on. . is d· h b commumty e ucatlon so muc needed as y the out-
castes. An uneducated Christian Church among the 
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depressed classes can be no power for good: indeed, it 
must sooner or later lapse into heathenism or unbelief. 
But educate this Church, and it will be able to raise the 
sunken mass of its heathen brethren and ""ill be an asset of 
incalculable value to India in her future development. 
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BUILDING UP A CHRISTIAN CHURCH AMONG THE OUTCASTltI 

SUMMARY 

CHIUSTIAN WORSHIP AND T&ACHING [1'1 ... PAIUAH V[LLAG&­

(a) On Sunday 
(b) On a Week-day 
(e) The Purpose of it All 

THE TXACHRR-CATRCHIST­

(a) His Responsibilities 
(6) His Difficulties 
(e) His Past History 

CHURCH DISCIPLINE IN THE V[LLAG&_ 

(a) [ts Importance 
(6) The Panch.yat 

THIt WORK OF THB MISSIONARY 

Christian WE have already seen that the mission agent in the mass­
r~~1~g a~d movement villages is both teacher d~ring the w:ek and 
a Pariah preacher on Sundays, and we have tned to look In upon 
Village. him while he is at work in his day-school. Supposing now 

(a) On 
Sunday. 

that we find ourselves approaching his village at about 
seven o'clock on a bright Sunday morning-<lf course it is 
bright, unless we go in the rainy season. We cross the 
ridges between gorgeous green rice-fields, aiming at a little 
clump of palm trees on the horizon. Near the village, 
sheltered by those palm trees, we meet the skinny cattle 
perseveringly seeking their nourishment in unpromising 
pastures, lended by equally skinny children, scantily-clad, 
tousle-haired, but cheerful-the very ones whom we were 
examining the other day. On coming closer to the houses 
we are greeted, first by the howl of the ubiquitous dogs-
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poor, mangey, repulsive creatures, which have to be driven 
of! with stones; next by the village smells, for the sun is the 
only sanitary agency; next by the sound of an al tercation, 
for the pariahs live at such close quarters with one another 
that violent quarrels are matters of daily occurrence. 

All these things are too familiar to delay us, and we pass 
down the street between the mud and thatch houses on our 
way to the church. The building dignified by that name is 
also the building of the school which we visited the other 
day, and it serves many other purposes, being a sort of 
town-hall and forum to the village. It stands a little way 
removed from the end of the pariah street, half-way towards 
the caste people's quarters. It was placed there in the hope 
that ultimately the caste people also would come to meetings 
held in it. Its walls are of baked mud, its roof is thatched 
with palmyra leaves, or with thick grass and straw. Its 
doors and window frames-frames only, for no glass is 
used-are of the cheapest wood, and its floor is neatly 
coated with cow-dung. It has no furniture save a black­
board, a table, and a chair, and the whole building with 
furniture probably cost the mission is. 

Entering this building we aSk the teacher-catechist how 
he is getting on. He has been troubled by fever, so we 
look at the well from which he draws his water, find that a 
cleaning is over-due, and arrange for it to be done the next 
day. He reports that his night-school is making good 
progress, so we look at the register and congratulate him 
on the improved attendance, after which we ask him to ring 
the bell for service. The bell consists of three feet of 
railway-line suspended from a pole outside the door, and 
after beating it with stone or hammer, the teacher starts 
down the village to go from house to house calling the 
people, for well he knows to his cost their tendency to 
saunter into the service shortly before the benediction. 

c* 
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Meanwhile we let into the building the noisy crowd of 
children who have been waiting outside, stand them in a 
row before us, ask them questions about their last Scripture 
lesson, hear them repeat passages which they have learnt 
by heart, and join with them in singing some lyric or 
" bhajan " which they have been taught since our last visit. 
These lyrics are songs with Christian words set to Indian 
music. Away in the big towns the congregations are singing 
English tunes and feeling very up-to-date and Western, but 
out here in the village English tunes are useless, and it is 
only possible as well as fitting for the people to praise God 
in the music loved by India. 'While we have been busy 
with the children the adults have one by one been quietly 
coming in and seating themselves on the floor, the men on 
one side and the women on the other, and soon we are 
ready to begin the service. 

Praise, prayer, and preaching-these are essentially the 
same in the pariah's shed or the Gothic cathedral, but 
the external features of our service appear strange to the 
visitor. Not only are the language and the music Indian, 
but the whole of the worship has been so simplified 
as to bring it within the range of the understanding of the 
worshippers-those babes in religious experience. The 
sermon, for example, is more a kindergarten Scripture 
lesson than a discourse. Its subject is laid down in the 
mission syllabus, which is arranged so as to give the 
hearers a regular graded course of instruction in the life of 
Christ, and in certain other portions of the Bible. We 
begin by asking the congregation what was the subject of 
last week's lesson; there is an awkward pause until some 
brilliant person recollects it, whereupon we link to-day's 
subject with it. Supposing that to-day's subject is a parable, 
we tell the story with question and answer and much repeti­
tion, not hesitating to rebuke by name individuals whose 
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attention wanders or to waken others who are overtaken by 
slumber. As the people live constantly in the open air, 
doing hard manual work, they are naturally liable to fall 
asleep when they sit still, so that often someone has to be 
waked up during a service. We reach the point in the 
lesson at which the text must be introduced, and make the 
whole congregation repeat it after us fifteen, twenty, or 
twenty-five times. Then we point the plain moral of the 
story, and it is onc of the privileges of doing mission work 
to find how those words spoken to Jews so long ago are 
marvellously adapted to the circumstances of an Indian 
village to-day.l 

So ends the sermon, which is followed by the collec­
tion, consisting mainly of little offerings of grain saved 
from each family's meals during the week. The house­
wife has a special little basket for the purpose, into which 
at cooking time she places, when she can spare it, a 
handful of grain, and the whole basket is brought on Sunday 
to church for the collection. The congregation's total 
amount of grain is thus put together, and ultimately sold by 
auction for church expenses. After the benediction we 
mark the register, for in most village congregations of this 
type the attendance at church services is carefully recorded. 
We ask why" lIIary " has been away for three weeks, and 
why for the last six months" Methuselah's" attendance at 
Christian worship has been so intennittent. We ask many 
impertinent questions about the life and conduct of various 
individuals, and scatter plentiful words of exhortation. In 
fact, recognizing that we have to do with dllldren in 
spiritual things, we treat them as such, looking forward all 
the time to the day when they will grow up and cease to 
need our constant paternal supervision. 

1 For an example of :t. sermon to a native congregation, see 
Appendix L 



(b) On a 
Week.day. 
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It may be that some reader wonders why Indian Christians 
should receive such names as Methuselah or Shadrach 
instead of names in their own language. Apart from the 
natural love of Bible associations, in the case of the pariahs 
the reason usually is that their pre-Christian name was one 
which had such a degraded meaning that they were thank­
ful to change it at baptism. Many of them have no 
proper names at all, but only nicknames, and consequently 
when at their baptism the teacher suggests to them some 
fine mouthful of a Biblical name, they accept it with delight. 
If any of us had been all his life called by a name that 
meant" Leaky-pot" or " Foxy !'-both common nicknames 
-we should probably hail the title "Abraham" or 
" Obadiah" as an immense improvement. Amongst names 
actually in use among outcastes in India are Pig, Red Ant, 
Earthworm, Flat Fish, Bandicoot, Beetle, Centipede, Bark­
ing Dog, Frog. Missionaries more and more desire that 
when possible, converts should retain their old names 
rather than take new ones which emphasize the foreign 
origin of their religion. But in the case of the mass­
movements the old names are unworthy of the dignity 
which has come to a man's life at his baptism, and they are 
thankfully superseded by any name with more Christian 
associations. 

We have visited one little congregation on a Sunday, 
knowing that there are thousands like it, and that it is the 
catechists' business to work on faithfully through the week 
too, giving Bible teaching to their flocks, and gathering 
them together for prayer. Let us look in upon some 
humble village Christians of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Mission in the Hyderabad district on a week-day and try to 
realize their difficulties and those of their pastor. Most of 
these Christians, the report tells us, " are labourers employed 
by caste farmers. The work they are expected to do is of 
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the most exacting nature. Their time is not their own, but 
belongs absolutely to their hard, selfish, and unsympathetic 
task-masters. The whole day, and sometimes through 
the night, they are out in the fields. It is not until 
after seven o'clock in the evening that the women and some 
of the men are able to return from their toil. The men 
do not come to stay at home and sleep. As soon as they 
have finished their meal they must go back again to the 
fields. In many cases food is sent out to them, and they 
remain at their work. Except for an old man or two, a 
few women and the very young children, the hamlet is 
practically deserted until late in the evening. Then the 
women come and commence cooking operations. The 
grain is pounded and cleaned, water fetched from the well, 
and fires kindled. The grain they cook is what they have 
received as wages for their day's hire, and few families will 
be fortunate enough to possess any surplus grain in their 
earthen pots. While the women are busy cooking amid the 
clamour of their children, and the men are lying about out­
side their huts tired and hungry, the evangelist strikes his 
gong loud and clear for the people to come to prayers. 
Considering the late and dark hour, it need not occasion 
wonder if they do not come. But they do. The moment 
the food is ready the mother serves the impatient children, 
and covers up the vessels containing the remainder. The 
men arise, come for prayer and instruction, and then 
return for their long-delayed meal." 

What is the signficance of the catechist's care and the (e) The 
people's faithfulness? What is the purpose of the mis- ~~ose of 
sionary's periodical visits to these village congregations? It 
is that same work of foundation-laying which has occupied 
us all along. We are putting in the stone and cement, 
filling in the basement, which none will notice in coming 
days, but on it the Master-Builder will rear his Church in 
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India. Woe to that ChuTch if our hands and feet are 
slack. Even if our work is solid, still it is not ours to see 
the beauty a.nd the greatness of the superstructure. Perhaps 
the youngest of us may live to see its outlines growing 
clear. But our business is to put in good stone. 

This involves amongst other things the employment of 
good workmen who need not be ashamed. To leave the 
metaphor-all that we have seen of the school and the 
church shows that this work really and ultimately depends 
upon the teacher-catechist. He is the point on which the 
whole turns. No good work can be done if he is not a 
good man. The missionary visits the village once in two 
or three months; and the circle evangelist, an Indian 
worker, comes monthly with his admonitions. But alone 
from day to day the teacher-catechist bears the burden of 
the work through good report and ill. It is he who teaches 
the children all the week, and he who preaches on Sunday. 
Whoever falls sick in the village, he will be looked to for 
advice, medicine, and prayers. When a refractory Christian 
lapses into some low heathen practice, it is the teacher 
who must convince him of the error of his ways. When 
Zachariah's young wife turns sulky and will not cook his 
rice, the teacher is called in to admonish her. When the 
dreaded cholera reaches the village, the teacher must 
distribute medicines. When famine comes, he and his 
family must eat their all too frugal meal to the sound of 
the whine of half-starved people outside begging an alms. In 
oppressions by the caste people, in domestic joys and sorrows, 
in disputes as to ownership of land or as to village right· 
of-way, this teacher-catechist is called to be the guide, philo­
sopher and friend of the community, which naturally tends 
to lean hard on any outside help which may be offered. 

Truly his is a great and difficult calling; he stands at the 
most dangerous outpost of the llrnIy of God. He is in the 
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midst of heathen surroundings, without any of the ordinary 
.. means of grace" available in Christian countries. He i~ 
treated v.'ith contempt by the caste people, and badgered for 
help by the worst sort of the pariahs. At any moment, if he 
offends the village caste people, they will stop the village 
barber and washerman from working for him, and sometimes 
they can cut off his water-supply. He is very poor, for the 
mission suffers from chronic deficiency of funds, and while 
its work is increasing its grants have decreased, so that 
the village teachers are perforce kept at very low rates of 
pay. Yet he has ambitions for his children, and sends them 
away to a town boarding-school, the fees for which are, by 
an agreement with the missionary, deducted from his own 
salary, making it smaller than ever. Humanly speaking, he 
has almost everything to depress and little enough to 
encourage him, and it is a matter for profound thankfulness 
if he keeps steadily and faithfully at work in spite of all. 

For who are these teacher-catechists after all? They (el His Past 
are usually children of outcastes themselves, with the HIStory 

effects of fifty generations of heathenism struggling in their 
lives against a few years of Christian training. They were 
boys in village schools who showed promise enough to be 
sent to a central boarding-home, after which they went 
to the mission seminary. There they were trained in the 
methods of teaching, and taken by a missionary through a 
modest course of instruction in theology in their own 
language. The missionary not only taught them Scripture 
and Christian doctrine; he drilled them, trained them in 
habits of personal cleanliness, kept them under a discipline 
kindly but strict, and prayed with them day by day. They 
enjoyed those years in the seminary, and felt then strong 
enough to bear all things for Christ's sake. But the work 
has been much more lonely and less inspiring than they 
thought it would be, a.nd only the picked few luLve retained 
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the full enthusiasm of their seminary days. Surely, if any class 
of workers has a greater claim than others upon the prayers 
of Christian people, it is these humble village teachers who 
to-day are holding lonely forts in thousands of Indian 
villages. On them mainly depends the spiritual health of 
the Church in generations yet unborn. 

There is a striking story of Jacob, a Christian teacher­
catechist known to the writer j this narrative shows both 
the difficulties such men encounter and the possibilities 
latent in them :-Less than ten years ago a little school was 
started in M., a small pariah village of about thirty houses. 
Jacob, then a young man, studied at night, and learned the 
rudiments of Christianity from the catechist. He deter­
mined to become a Christian, and before the end of the 
year was baptized with one or two other young men. In 
those early days, when the demand for teachers was most 
urgent and there was no adequate supply, we had to 
employ any young men we could get who were able to read 
and write. J aeob was, therefore, sent to a neighbouring 
village to teach reading and writing and what he knew of 
the truth, to the children and their parents. He was a man 
of promise and anxious to get on, so after a few months we 
sent him to the Sessional School-a travelling scbool fot 
unpassed pupils-where, at tbe end of three montbs' hard 
work, be passed his fourth standard examination. After he 
had again been teaching for some time, we determined to 
send him to be trained to tbe Free Church Missioll 
Training Scbool at Ranipet. He had never been far from 
his village, his journeys being confined to neighbouring 
hamlets where his friends and relations lived. So it was 
with considerable trepidation that he left his village early 
one morning to travel 200 miles by train to a " far country " 
in order to study for a year and a half the methods and 
practice of teaching. The life was so strange and the dis-
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cipline so irksome that after a few weeks be ran away home 
again. With much difficulty he was persuaded to retum 
to complete his course. He came back at the end of his 
training a self-reliant young man with some knowledge of 
tbe outer world, :.nd was placed in charge of one of our 
schools, where he taught faithfully for five years. 

His father and his two uncles owned between them 
a small garden, which was heavily mortgaged. The father 
was a genial, kindly old man, thoroughly convinced of 
the truth of Christianity, but not prepared to meet the 
difficulties which he expected would result from baptism. 
One uncle was prepared to be baptized for &. monetary 
consideration I The other uncle was a bitter, bigoted foe 
of Christianity, and publicly abused us and denounced 
Christianity whenever we visited that village. To-day 
all are Christians, and none more earnest than the one 
who was the most bitter in his opposition. Jacob's brothers 
and cousins, a band of earnest young men, formed the 
nucleus of the Christian congregation in the village, and 
themselves became Gospel heralds to other villages. His 
wife and daughter were sent to the Women's Home in 
Erode for a term, and took back with them to their own 
home a new ideal of family life, and exerted a strong 
Christian influence among the women. 

Two years ago the mortgage on the garden was foreclosed, 
and the family lost their chief source of livelihood. The 
caste money-lender, however, offered to give them time 
if they would renounce Christianity. Though they were 
in the direst straits they refused. There was still a chance 
of buying back the property if only a portion of the money 
could be raised at once, vut how could they, outcastes and 
Christians, raise money? They were without hope. 
However, agents from the Straits Settlements came over 
at the time seeking for coolies, and offering what appeared 
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to be fabulous wages. J aeob decided to go in order to 
raise the necessary money, and went as the head-man 
of a small gang of coolies. The young man, who six 
years before, had been frightened to go to a mission 
training school a night's journey by rail, now went to 
a strange and unknown country three days' journey by sea. 
He took some Christians and others with him. After 
eighteen months he returned with a considerable sum 
of money, though not enough to buy back the land. At 
the special request of the estate managers he went back 
again, but this time as a coolie contractor with two hundred 
men under him, many of whom were caste men, his 
hereditary lords, to whom he as a pariah must always do 
obeisance. In this higher position also he was entirely 
successful, and was able, not only to redeem, but to add 
to the family property. He is trusted by aU on account 
of his manly Christian character, and it is fully recognized 
by Christians and non-Christians alike, that the position 
he has won is due entirely to his Christianity. The 
villagers under his inspiration are now erecting a fine brick 
church in their village, towards which they have themselves 
contributed half the cost. At the time of writing, the news 
comes that they are planning to repay the half contributed 
by the Society, so that they may have the satisfaction of 
having built their church entirely by their own efforts. 

Another story from North India gives us a glimpse 
of the heathen surroundings from which not a few of 
these catechists emerge; it is also full of promise for the 
future of the Indian Church;-In a village in N orth­
Western India there lived a boy caUed MaUii, the son 
of faithful followers of Bala Shah, the Chiihra god, which 
has an enormous number of followers, and is worshipped 
as follows; Whenever a few Chiihrd families settle they 
put &eed of various kinds in a vessel and bury It j then 
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a goat is sacrificed and the blood poured over this, and 
upon the spot a clay pillar is erected. In one side of the 
pillar are small niches for earthen lamps which are lighted 
every Thursday night. The worship consists of folding 
the hands and bowing before the pillar, presenting offerings 
and repeating prayers. Mallu's father was not only a 
devotee of Balli Shilh, but erected in his house an image 
to one of the Hindu gods. Underneath this he placed 
a snake of gold, and spent hours in sitting before this 
image, swaying his body to and fro, and singing. The 
more religious he became, the more impure he became 
also. At last, leaving his wife and children, he fled with 
another's wife. 

In such surroundings MaUu was reared. His work was 
to tend the sheep and goats. He gambled, stole the cotton 
from the fields and sold it, and practised immoralities, a 
description of which cannot here be given. He was married 
at the age of twelve. 

That boy later on heard the Gospel, professed Christianity, 
and entered the training institute of the United Presbyterian 
Mission. He is now a pastor beloved by his people and 
a preacher full of spiritual power. More than that-his 
influence reaches far beyond his congregation, for he is the 
leader in a self-support movement which has remarkably 
quickened the life of the Indian Church. This leadership 
was bought at a great price when, contrary to all precedent 
and tradition, he refused to receive any foreign support and 
limited himself altogether to what his native flock could 
give him. " Having been associated with him for six years," 
says a missionary, " I can say I know of no braver, more 
heroic, self-denying soldier in God's army than this humble 
village pastor." 

We cannot too often remind ourselves that the crowning Churcll 

elI f ·· k th .L. d Discipline In art 0 IlUSSlon wor among e masses ...... t towar s the Vi.IIat:"es. 
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which all other forms of work are intended to lead-is the 
building lip of a Church to be the standing witness for 
Jesus Christ, and the spiritual home of the" little ones" who 
have so lately come to know Him. All the work done by 
the mission must at some far·distant day be undertaken by 
the Indian Church itself, and the wise builder has this in 
view from the beginning. At the present stage the out­
standing necessity is that the infant Church should learn to 
keep itself pure. It must learn how to exercise Church 
discipline with love and firmness-a hard lesson. It must 
watch over the lives of its members, and continually keep 
before them some of the elementary demands of the 
Christian life. The greatest peril of the mass-movements 
is that they gather into the Christian congregations much 
rubbish along with the men and women of true faith. 
Unless hay, wood, and stubble are to be built into the 
Church of the future, Church discipline must be very 
prominent in the life of the present. Of course we do not 
expect Foxy (recently re-named Samuel), of the village with 
the outlandish name, suddenly to become a mature Christian 
saint. We must exercise the largest charity as we deal with 
him, remembering the influence upon him of the teaching 
of generations past. But it is of supreme importance that 
he and every Christian in the mass-movement congregations 
should know full well that certain gross sins, superstitious 
practices, and evil social customs, are contrary to the spirit 
of Christianity, and will not be tolerated by the Christian 
Church. 

The enforcement of Church discipline has an im­
portance in India unknown in these days to the older 
Churches of the West. The way in which it is carried out 
naturally varies according to the forms of Church govern­
ment. Which kind of Church government is really best 
suited to the conditions of the mission field is • question 
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much discussed, but it need not concern us here. It is 
fairly certain that Western forms have been too closely 
copied, and that as the Indian Christian Church grows 
stronger, it will make new forms more suitable to its own 
life. 

In the meantime, however, there is one indigenous (b) The 
means of Church discipline which lies ready to hand, and Pancbayat. 

most missions have already adopted it with excellent results. 
That is the institution of the village" panchayat " or council 
of elders. From time immemorial there has been in each 
Indian village community, caste or outcaste, a small 
committee of men-the orthodox number being five-whose 
,pinions carry weight among their own people. Before this 
panchayat are laid all kinds of disputes and grievances, and 
it has gained a large though undefined authority, so that it 
frequently inflicts punishment in the shape of a consider-
able fine. Panchayats have been especially useful in settling 
all kinds of matrimonial disputes. It is evident that this 
institution only needs to be baptized with the Christian 
spirit in order to become a valuable instrument of discipline 
in the infant Churches of the mass-movements. When 
Ramaswamy is threatening to make a heathen marriage for 
his son with a heathen girl to be celebrated with heathen 
rites, he knows that the matter will be discussed at the next 
elders' meeting, and that he will probably be summoned to 
appear and promise to do no such thing. When Tangam 
deserts his wife on some trivial ground, the panchiiyat will 
force him at least to pay for her maintenance. When it is 
rumoured that Joseph, on the fifteenth day after his father's 
death, has called in a kind of magic-man to perform super-
so tlOUS rites in order to propi tia te the shade of the 
deceased, he too is called before the elders and fined if 
found guilty. 

Mr Andrews, in his book on "Church Expansion 
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in North India," tells how in the early days of 
the movement among the Kols severer methods were 
adopted :-" In every church a rail was put up at the west 
end to mark off those who were under penance. Their 
names were read out publicly after the Nicene Creed, and 
a solemn warning was given to the faithful not to resort to 
their company until the time of penance had expired. 
When that time came the penitents were absolved by the 
priest, after public confession in the presence of the whole 
congregation. They were then welcomed back into the 
fold with great joy." Anyone who has read the story of the 
Church of, say, the third and fourth centuries A.D., will see 
in this history repeating itself. In some parts of the 
field even to this day it is an unwritten rule that for 
certain special offences the missionary shall inflict corporal 
punishment. Strange as the idea of chastising grown 
men may appear to English notions, it meets with 
much approval among the outcastes, and proves very 
effective. 

But fortunately the painful work of Church discipline 
is not the only task to be performed by the elders. 
They have the Church finances to supervise. They 
must keep up the attendances at the services, and 
must try to see that each member of the congregation 
contributes a certain very small amount each month. 
They must arrange for the Harvest Thanksgiving service, 
and do much of the work done by church committees 
in England. 

It is true that in the early stages of a movement the board 
of elders is weak. Sometimes it is hampered in condemn­
ing some particular action by the fact that every elder 
present is quite well known to have done the same again 
and again. But under the missionary's fostering care it 
will grow stronger, and will accomplish a work as valulI.ble 
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as it is necessary.1 So will gradually come about that 
change which must take place bdore the goal of an in­
digenous Christian Church can be reached. 

At present the missionary, however little he likes it, is The Work 
constantly forced to exercise the functions of a bishop, and ~the 
the Church is entirely under his control. Let us look for a Issionary 

moment at the multifold activities of the missionary in 
charge of a mass-movement district. His bungalow, where 
a great deal of important work has to be done, is in some 
station centrally situated with regard to the district. He 
has the charge of the Church in this place, which is the 
centre of the Christian life of the surrounding villages. In 
this station there may be boarding-schools, and a training-
school for catechists and teachers, of which he has the 
general supervision, and in which he probably does a certain 
amount of teaching. He feels keenly the importance of 
these institutions, on which depends so much of the future 
development of the district, and indeed of the Indian 
Church. The missionary must also have an eye to the 
supply of books for the district-a most important matter. 
His office, too, is the central office for all the district 
schools, of which there are probably several dozen. For 
these, statistics have constantly to be made up for Govern-
ment, and this involves a heavy burden of office work. 
Besides all this, a multitude of affairs is brought to him 

1 If In the matter of Church organization probably the most advanced 
Christian community in India ii that connected with the Church 
Missionary Society in the district of Tmnevelly. It has about 63,000 
adherents. It is governed by a body known as tbe 'Tinnevelly 
District Church Council,' which bas 57 pa;torates connected with 
it; these are grouped in 14 circles, from which representatives are 
sent to the Council, which consists of 2 European Missionaries, 
25 Indian Clergymen, and 49 Indian Lay Delegates. It is only 
fair t however, to mention that many of tbe Christians in this district 
cOlUe from classes further up in the social scale than the outcastes." 
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to be settled; day by day teachers and members of con­
gregations come in for consultation on matters of school­
management or Church discipline, and in moments of 
doubt or depression. His dealings with these Christians, 
as well as with inquirers, are a very important part of his 
work. Lastly, he must travel in the district from time to 
time, visiting the congregations and keeping, as far as 
possible, in personal touch with the village workers. 

The heaviness of the district missionary's burden is 
probably the first thing that will strike the reader of the 
above account. That point will be dealt with later, but 
there is another side to the picture. A missionary 
in such a position as we have described has almost 
unlimited opportunities of influence and his work affords 
scope for administrative gifts of a high order. He has 
before him a field of splendid possibilities; the future of 
thousands is, humanly speaking, in his hands. 

How is he to make the best use of these wonderful 
opportunities? It is the old story of the self-effacement 
of the leader; he must stand back himself and put his 
Indian workers forward; he must plan, organize and train 
-not primarily with a view to reaping an immediate and 
plentiful harvest-but in order that the infant Church 
among the outcastes may be firmly rooted in true religion 
and godliness and may grow towards its full stature. The 
most pressing problem of missionary statesmanship in 
India is this-how to develop out of a community whose 
whole past has tended to rob it of the power of wise initia­
tive, a Church of members with strong and independent 
Christian life, with a force within them making them desire 
to support their own Churches and to themselves undertake 
the work of spreading their religion_ It is a task offering 
scope for the exercise of the truest Christian wisdom, as 
well as of patience and devotion. 
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TSSTIMONY TO THB R~ULTS OF MASS' MOVEMENTS­
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(d) Courage in Time of Cholera 
el) Courage in Facing Death 

THE REALITY OF MASS·Mov .... lllfT. 

HoPI: FOIL THIt FUTURB 

Tm~ chapter has II big story to tell. We do not wish to Testimony to 
give any exaggerated estimate of the value of the work, and ~\fesults 
the next chapter will present the obverse side of the ~ov::~bI. 
picture. But we must ask the reader to believe that the 
facts mentioned in this chapter are selected out of a large 
mass of material, and that every story told is representative 
of many more which are suppressed for lack of space. 

What have been the results of this extraordinary move- Ca) Nomerl­
ment, and of the extensive efforts of the missionary societies cal Results. 
in connection with it? First, there are the numerical 
results. Everyone knows in these days that numerical 

" 
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results are far from being the most important, and apart 
from other results they would be worth little. But after all 
they form a foundation on which to build. It means 
something that a great mass of people is counting itself as 
Christian. The Government census discloses the following 
fact ;-During the decade 1891-19°1, Indian Christians 
increased from 2,036,590 to 2,664,313-an increase of 
30.8%, while the whole population of India increased by 
only 2.5%. Here is an instructive little table of figures ;­
Of every 10,000 of the population, there were-

in 1881. in 1891. in 1901. in 191" 
Hindus 7,432 1,232 6,037 6,916 
Christians 73 79 99 123 
Mohammedans . 1,974 1,996 2,122 2,I15 

The detailed figures for the whole of India for the 
census of 19I1 have not been published,1 but the total 
number of Christians of all nationalities in India is already 
announced to have grown in 1901-19I1 from 2,923,241 to 
3,876,196-an increase of 32.s%-and it is most probable 
that this increase will later be shown to have been almost 
entirely among Indian Christians. 

It is a great thing to have baptized these thousands of 
people, chiefly from the depressed classes, but it is obvious 
at once that in so doing the missionaries run a serious risk. 
If the movement had left the outcastes socially, education­
ally, or religiously as it found them, Christianity would 
have sufIered a terrible defeat in India. But so far is that 
from being the case, that nothing in mission work has 
made a greater impression upon educated men in India 

I Since this was .. ritten tbe detailed figures bave been publisbed; 
tbeX will be found in Appendices IX., X. Xli., at the end of .. Tb. 
Kenai_nce in India." -[ ED.] 
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than the work of the elevation of the masses. The 
following quotations are not from mission reports; they 
are from representative Hindu gentlemen who are stating 
the impression which Christian work for the depressed 
classes has left upon them. 

We will begin with one from the official report of 
the Travancore Census in 1901 written by a dis­
tinguished Brahman :-" But for these missionaries, these 
bumble orders of Hindu society will for ever remain 
unraised. Their material condition, I dare say, will 
have improved with the increased wages, improved 
labour market, better laws, and more generous treatment 
from an enlightened Governrnent like ours; but to the 
::hristian missionaries belongs the credit of having gone to 
their humble homes and awakened them to a sense of a 
better earthly existence. This action of the missionary 
was not a mere improvement upon ancient history, a kind 
of polishing and refining of an existing model, but an 
entirely original idea, conceived and carried out with com­
mendable zeal, and often-times in the teeth of opposition 
and persecution. I do not refer to the emancipation of the 
slave, or the amelioration of the labourer's condition; for 
these always existed more or less in our past humane 
governrnents. But the heroism of raising the low from the 
5lough of degradation and debasement was an element of 
-:ivilization unknown to ancient India." 

Again, in an article in The Indian Review, a well-known 
Hindu gentleman says :-" I must here pause to pay a word 
of tribute to the work of Christian missionaries. I am not 
concerned with their endeavours to gain converts. They 
have materially contributed to the advancement of these 
classes. Habits of self-respect and of cleanliness have 
come to them. The work of Foreign Missions is waking 
lip the educated classes of India. It has made them 
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realize that they will be losing ground if they neglect to 
raise these depressed classes." 

These gentlemen voice the opinion of the majority of 
their educated countrymen, but it is not only the highly 
educated men with a wide outlook who have noticed a 
change in the pariah. A well-known missionary tells the 
following story :-" When I was preaching in Uppalapad, 
where we have had a Christian congregation for many 
years, an intelligent ryot (cultivator) who was a most bitter 
opponent of Christianity, came fo1-ward to argue with me. 
When he questioned if Christianity exercised any real 
influence upon its adherents, I began to mention to him 
several men of his own caste, whose lives seemed to give 
evidence of the power of the new fai tho He stopped me, 
and said, 'You don't need to go as far as that. We've 
seen what Christianity has done for the Maliis of our own 
village. Before they became Christians they were always 
drinking and quarrelling; they used to poison our cattle 
and steal our grain; now they have given up all these 
evil ways, and the only desire they have is to get their 
children educated so that they may be fit to go out at' 

teachers.' Such testimony coming from the lips of an 
avowed opponent is very strong evidence as to the extent 
to which Christianity has affected the lives of the pOOf 
pariah people of whom our village congregations art 
chiefly composed." 

(d) The This testimony is from South India. From the Panjllb 
TCtimo:r of there comes similar evidence, such as that afforded by the' 
a onve. following typical story :-A Christian was at a railway. 

station waiting for his train. The Chief of Police coming 
up asked who the man was. Upon finding that he was 
a Christian, he entered into conversation with him. "Now 
tell me," the Chief said, "what good bas it been for you 
to become a Christian?.. "Well, I can tell you," said 
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the man; .. for one thing, I am not afraid of you now, 
and I can go round among these villages with freedom, 
and people do not take me for a thief or a rascal, as they 
used to do when we were heathen Chiihriis. They_ take 
IDe for a man now." That is a chance phrase, but it fairly 
sums up the achievement of the mass-movements. These 
movements are making the outcaste into a man, and giving 
him a man's place in the world-a place wlllch he has 
never enjoyed before. 

These are general testimonies. Before we try to test The Educa­
the reality of the pariah's Christianity, as far as it is ~on~ 
possible to do so by an examination of facts, let us see es ts. 
what Christianity has done for the outcastes in the way 
of education and of social advancement. The depressed 
classes have been educated in large numbers, and the 
results have occasionally been a great surprise to impartial 
observers. The aboriginal tribes of Chota Nagpiir, for 
example, made such progress in education that a college 
has been established among them, in which the children 
of primitive unlettered aboriginals are obtaining University 
degrees. This so astonished Sir John Woodburn, the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal; that in the course of 
an after-dinner speech in which he summed up his Indian 
experiences, he spoke as follows :-" While speaking of 
Chota Niigpiir, I was thinking of the surprise that awaited 
even so old an Indian as myself. We are accustomed to 
hear and speak of the savage tribes of the hills as almost 
irreclaimable from the naked barbarism of their nomad 
life. What did I find? In the schools of the missionaries 
there are scores of Kol boys, rapidly attaining University 
standards in education. It was to me a revelation that 
the savage intellect, which we are apt to regard as dwarfed 
and dull and inept, is as acute and quick to acquire know-
ledge as that of the sons of generations of culture. It 
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seems incredible, but it is the fact, that these Kol lads 
are walking straight into the lists of competition with the 
high-bred youth of Bengal. This is a circumstance so 
strange to me, so striking, so full of significance for the 
future, that I could not refrain from telling you of this 
last surprise of this wonderful land we live in." 

It is known to everyone that the majority of Indian 
Christians are of outcaste origin.. Yet in the Government 
" statistics of literacy" we find the proportion of Christians 
able to read and write is only excelled by that of the _ 
Brahmans, the hereditary scholars of the country, and the 
Christians are pressing the Brahmans close. In female 
education the Christians are far and away ahead of any other 
Indian community except the small and select company 
of Parsees. The following table, compiled from the 
Government statistics for Bengal, shows how much the 
Christians of the five aboriginal tribes mentioned are ahead 
of the non-Christians in the matter of education :-

Males able to Read and Write. 

Tribe. 
Christian •. I Non-Christian •. 

I 

Lepcha - 141 per 1000 29 per 1000 

Garo · · IIS 
" 3 " Mundi!. · · 68 
" 7 " Oraon . · · 41 " 3 " Santal . 226 
" 3 " 

It is said that of every twelve who receive the B.A. degree 
from the Madras University one is a Christian, and there 
are now over 1000 Indian Christian graduates in South 
India alone. Many of these are of outcastr descent. In 
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striking contrast stands the following laconic sentence from 
last years' education report of the Madras Government, with 
reference to outcastes who have not become Christians­
"There was again not a single pupil in a college." There 
are colleges where professors with B.A. and M.A. after 
their names, by descent pure outcastes, have Bni.hman 
pupils sitting at their feet to receive instruction. Only 
those who know what India was two generations ago can 
fully realize what a miracle this is. 

The same remarkable change is taking place all the time in The Soda! 
the general social position of people who formerly belonged Reaulta. 
to the depressed classes, but now are Christians. For ex-
ample, in all the large towns in India, missions are carrying on 
schools for Hindu caste girls. Yet in many of these schools 
there are girls with no drop of caste blood in their veins. 
They are Christians of the second and third generation, and 
no one now thinks of them as pariahs. They are classed, 
not indeed as caste people, but as " Christians," and, like 
Mohammedans and other non-Hindus, they have their 
recognized place in society; they are no longer outside the 
pale of respectability. Christians of pariah origin are 
becoming village officials under Government, clerks m 
Collectors' offices, Sub-Magistrates, Sub-Inspectors of 
Police, and so on. 

These advances are admirable of their kind, but we have The 
to remember that they are not the main object of ~~$~~ 
Christian Missions. Christianity might have given the pariah 
education and social position and yet failed in its main 
purpose. But it has accomplished things which are of more 
account. It was wonderful that the outcaste should learn that 
he is a man. It has been far more wonderful for him to 
learn that he is a son of God. Take the strictest test 
of all-the only test which, as supporters of missions, we 
care about-the test of religion, and let the mass-Illovements 



(a) Self_ 
sacrifice in 
Giving. 

86 THE OUTCASTES' HOPE 

be regarded as a success or a failure according as they have 
or have not given to the outcastes a vital religion for their 
souls. We are not afraid of the test when it is fairly applied. 

How can the religion of a community be tested? One 
much-used though very imperfect test is that of self-sacrifice 
in giving. When people give to the point of sacrifice for 
their religion, it evidently has some life in it. 

We have to remember, before applying this test to the 
mass-movements, tbat thousands of the outcastes have been 
brought up in the notion that begging is the traditional 
profession of their class. In the very district where the 
Jacob of Chapter V. lives, if a non-Christian pariah is asked 
what is his means of support, he will often answer 
" begging." It is only to be expected that Christians 
with such a past should be slow to appreciate the privilege 
of giving which to them involves a self-sacrifice bordering 
on the heroic. In some cases, however, these pariah 
congregations have risen to the duty of giving in a way 
that puts many home congregations to the blush. There 
is a Wesleyan circuit where the average wage of the 
Christians in the whole district is certainly not larger than 
two-pence a day, and that circuit in a recent year gave to its 
church an average of three shillings and six-pence per head. 
We have spoken of the aboriginal hill-tribes in Bengal: 
one of them, the Santals, have come to the Christian religion 
In large numbers. In the Church Missionary Society Native 
Church Councils for Santalia, out of a total expenditure of 
£466, 13s. od. for the year 1910, the C.M.S. grant was 
only £78, 16s. od.; the rest was raised locally, though the 
peopl~ are very poor. Often the people cannot give money, 
for they scarcely handle coin at all, but they give grain, and 
at their annual Harvest Thanksgiving or "Ingathering 
Service" they give anything that they can, from a turnip to 
a buffalo. 
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Here is a missionary's description of the thanksgiving 
service in his district in a year of scarcity :-" The people 
have been preparing for it in such humble ways as were 
open to them. One Is trying to raise a handful of 
vegetables for it; one is watering laboriously a pumpkin 
plant that creeps over the thatch of his hut for want of 
space elsewhere, and he eyes the fruit as it forms and swells 
to maturity, and counts the days of the time still remaining 
before the thanksgiving service; and the women are busy 
watching over their eggs and chickens, each one with a 
number marked for her 'temple-offering.' The day has 
arrived. Hardly have I ever seen a sight more pathetic. 
The men of the church need little clothing and have even 
less, the women are in rags and are &shamed; it is evening 
and they have been hungry all day; they have not had a 
full day'i food for months. No pressure of any kind h&s 
been brought to bear upon them, but they have all come, 
and not one of them without an offering-II. few eggs, a fowl" 
a few chickens, a measure of grain, a basket of vegetables 
a bunch of plantains, etc. etc., !LOd everything is sold on 
the spot." 

Shall we try to test the outcastes' Christianity in another (b) Release 
way? We have seen in Chapter 1. how the pariah's life is ~~ ~t 
lived in perpetual dread of mischievous, capricious, spiteful Demons. 
demons. Only a real religion could deliver him from that 
slavery. But Christianity has most certainly delivered him. 
He still believes that demons exist and are malevolent, but 
h~ is quite certain that Jesus is stronger than Satan, so that 
as a follower of Jesus he has no need to fear his conquered 
foe. He notices that the distressing symptoms which in 
India are usually ascribed to devil-possession very seldom 
appear in Christians. He &Iso notes that when such a case 
does occur, the evangelist or teacher comes in and prays 
for the recovery of the afflicted person~enerally a woman 
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-and that her spirit is so quieted that she recovers her 
usual composure. He is quite certain that devils can be 
robbed of all their power to harm by prayer to Christ. 
Many of the teachers in mass-movement villages regard it 
as a part of their duty that they should occasionally do the 
work of casting out demons which was assigned in the 
ancient Christian Church to a special class of " exorcists." 

But come nearer to the heart of religion, to the persona) 
relation to Jesus Christ, and still we need not fear the test. 
Among people whose past history is such as that of the 
average pariah, no one would look to find a high average 
standard of spirituality. But in a genuine religious move­
ment it may be expected that here and there in every group 
there will be leaders who have sufficient personal knowledge 
of the grace of God in Christ to be an earnest of a day 
when all their fellows will know Christ as they do them­
selves. That is just what we do find. From every part 
of the country where mass-movements have been in pro­
gress we hear of a few people whose religious life is a 
perpetual wonder to those who know the pit from which 
they were digged. It is the same old story that has 
surprised the world ever since Jesus came to earth, of the 
Lord's faith in the potentialities of the meanest lives, and 
the Lord's power to use the things that are not, to put to 
shame the things that are. It is very beautifully said by 
one who gave the best eighteen years of his life to the 
service of the outcaste, "Though the brain and the heart 
of the pariahs have been galled to a pitiable apathy by the 
social tyranny of centuries till they seem covered with a 
callus as hard as those on their work-worn hands and way­
worn feet, they are responding wonderfully to the touch of 
the great Healer, and vindicating once again Christ's faith 
in the spiritual capacity even of the lowest of the sons of 
men." 
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They have a simple, straightforward belief in prayer, 
probably a much stronger belief than that of many 
European Christians wbose knowledge of the uniform 
working of natural laws raises problems unknown to the 
pariah. There is something very stirring to tbe beart in 
the sound of a village pariah taking part in a village prayer­
meeting. "Few sounds," says a friend, "are quite so 
cbarming as the voice of the unlettered pariah, wbo under 
tbe influmce of the Spirit pours out his heart in earnest 
prayer to God. All the usual formalities are dropped, and 
the soul expresses itself in words which, for all their clipped 
endings and ungrammatical forms, are sweeter than the 
noblest poetry." 

Nor is it less inspiring to meet with a little company of 
these men at the Supper of the Lord. Saved from the 
lowest depths of degradation, they have come to their 
" hour of banquet and of song" and they know how great 
is their privilege. "If ever I have had doubts," said a 
great missionary, "as to the existence of genuine spiritual 
life in the congregations under my care, my doubts have 
always vanished \\,hen I have joined with them in the 
fellowship of the Lord's Supper. No one who has seen 
their dull faces light up at the thought of the wondrous 
love of our Lord, and their eyes moisten and their lips 
quiver as memory took them back to the scenes of His 
suffering and death, could doubt that they had really given 
their hearts to Christ and entered into living union ",ith 
Him." 

From a missionary in Santalia (North-Eastern India) 
comes the story of a man called Baijun, who belonged 
to tbe aboriginal tribe of the Santals. Baijun's his­
tory shows the hold that Christianity takes on the best 
of these humble people, and the very practical way 
in which their religion shows itself :-" He had heard of 
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God and, His great power some time before he came into 
personal contact with our missionaries, but the seed did 
not immediately germinate. One day he was taken ill, 
and the heathen said that he could not recover, for he was 
,uffering from what is called by them 'the demon's 
puncture.' Being in great agony, he went down to the 
river, which was close by, and there vowed that, if the 
great God would spare his life, he would be His servant 
and become a Christian. He did recover, and that was 
the beginning of his Christian life. A missionary wrote 
of him In 1883 as follows :-' Baijun is universally re­
spected. He was baptized about fifteen years ago, and has 
had much to endure for Christ. He was mainly the cause 
of the new church in his village being built, for when some 
of the lukewarm Christians said that they were not able to 
spare the necessary time and money, Baijun replied that 
if they would not help him, he would do it at his own 
expense. This shamed the few whose hearts were not 
so earnest in the work, so that in course of time the 
church, a thatched building with mud walls, was built 
entirely by the people.' When the last report was 
published, there were 206 Christians In and around 
this place, many of whom trace the fact of their having 
embraced Christianity to the influence exerted upon them 
by Baijun, who is looked upon as the adviser and helper 
of his brethren." 

Danger and death come to the pariah as to all men, and 
still his new-found hope does not fail him. Only people who' 
have lived in India or similar tropical countries know all the 
terror that clings to the sound of the word cholera. Cholera' 
strikes so suddenly, the mortality attending it is so great, and 
the disease itself is so awful, that no epidemic is so much' 
dreaded. If a man's religion can stand the test of a cholera 
epidemic, it is no light thing. Now nothing is more certain' 
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than this-that in cholera time the outcaste Christians 
stand steady when their neighbours by their very panic 
are creating conditions favourable to the spread of the 
disease; that they meet the disease, when it does come 
to them, with the coura.ge born of Christian faith, and 
that some of them, especially those who have become 
teachers, often show magnificent courage and self-sacrifice 
in ministering to the sufferers both heathen and Christian. 
The following stories show how cholera seasons test the 
pariah's Christian religion, and find it ring true. 

"Stephen, one of our catechists, had come into Secun­
der~bad post haste for cholera medicine, and on the 
morning of his return hii little son Ratnam, who is in the 
Boys' Home, was attacl<ed with cholera. I was called at 
once and my first enquiry was, 'Where is Stephen?' 
'Sir, just as Ratnam fell ill, he burried off to the station.' 
The boy was put under treatment and happily recovered, 
but the father's unnatural conduct puzzled me. I knew 
him to be a tender-hearted man, and that he should lea've 
his child, who was possibly within an hour or two of an 
agonizing death, filled me with indignation and amazement. 
A week or two later when I visited his village I r.sked him 
why he did not stay. His answer humiliated me and made 
me repent my hasty judgment. 'Sir, what could I do? 
I had that cholera medicine in my charge, and for aught I 
knell' the Christians here might be dying for want of it. 
God knows how anxious I was, but I thought, the 
missionary is here &Ild God is kind, iurely He will not suffer 
my child to die, U I hurry away to tlllte medicine to His 
people in Aler.' How I thanked God then for opening 
my blinded eyes to a vision of devotioll so simple, so 
unquestioning, so race I Stephen still wonders how I can 
have thought h. could have done &nything else I " 

The ncxt is a somewhat similar story from the Telugu 
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country again :-" Another of our elders is Thalari Maranna 
of Mummulkapur. He was a devout heathen before he 
became a Christian, and when there was feasting or sacri­
ficing in honour of the village goddess, it was he who 
always took the lead. N ow he leads and inspires his 
fellow-villagers to devotion to Jesus Christ. An evangelist 
named John Colvin was the means of his conversion in 
1899. This same year there was .an epidemic of cholera. 
Our evangelist was attacked by it and died. Maranna 
dug the grave with his own hands 'and buried his friend and 
teacher. There was no formal service read over the lonely 
grave, for Maranna could not relld, but very genuine tears 
were shed, and very heartfelt prayers uttered over the good 
man's sepulchre. Five years later came another terrible 
epidc·mic of cholera. Our evangelist, C. Daniel, and his 
wife were the first to be a.ttacked in this village. Maranna 
never left their side, but to him it seemed that death was 
nearly certain to come, and I believe they would both have 
died but for this faithful man. He had been praying by 
their side, 'Yesu (Jesus) Swami, Yesu Swl!.mi, have mercy, 
have mercy, save them, save them,' again and again, for 
his prayers are short ones. When he learned that the 
medicine was exhausted, he immediately set off to run 
the seven miles into Kundl and back for more. It was 
midnight and pitch-black; often he missed his way; often 
his bare feet were cut by stones and pierced by thorns j 

what narrow escapes he had from cobras and other 
poisonous snakes he will never know; and what is worse 
than all to the Indian mind, he stumbled and fell now and 
again over the bodies of those who had died of cholera and 
had been left to the jackals by their terrified friends, as is 
the custom at such times. But he won his way through 
and came back safely with the priceless medicine. The 
lives of his two friends, and eventually of many others 
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were saved. To the other villagers, who marvelled at his 
reckless courage-for usually no man dare venture fifty 
yards from his village on a dark night without a lamp and 
a companion also-he said, 'I was tempted to tum back, 
but I thought, "Without God's hookum (order) no harm 
can come to me," so I was not at all afraid.' Everyone in 
the village looks to Maranna when trouble comes, and 
seldom in vain.... He has brought many to the feet of Jesus, 
and through his efforts there is one large village ready to 
receive baptism." 

It is a fact familiar to all who work among mass-move- ~ e) Co,!rage 
ments that these humble Christians die wonderfully well. ~!~lOg 
It is even at times rather puzzling. We wonder how it is 
that a man whose life, judged by our standards, has been 
far from satisfactory, is able to die so bravely with words 
of victory on his tongue. Certainly it is one sign that his 
religion is a real one. Often the death of the Christians 
makes an impressive contrast with the death of those who 
are far higher in the social scale, but who do not know 
Christ. Here is a typical example ;-

"In the village of Muknurambakkam, two men lay 
dying last year, one in the Hindu caste village, the other 
in the pariah quarter. The former was rich, influential, 
educated, the head of a large family, a man of weight in 
the village. He was what-the world would call a 'gentle­
man.' The other was far from being that. He was 
poor, uneducated, dependent on the favour of the caste 
men . for a living, ill-clad and under-fed. But he was 
a Christian, and though by no means better than he ought 
to have been, the name meant something in his case. Our 
evangelist, Mr Samuel, visited both men on their death­
beds. Devanasan (' beloved of God ') confessed that he 
had been a grievous sinner, but God through Christ 
had forgiven his sin, and before his death he said to 
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Mr Samuel: • I am going to my God within two days. 
You must not go away anywhere in the meanwhile. For 
you will have to inter my body.' He died, as he had 
foretold, two days after in great peace, commending 
his soul to Jesus. Mr Samuel's visit to the rich Hindu· 
was very different. He showed forth to him the Lord 
Christ, and the sick man listened respectfully. But he 
had no peace. He was alarmed at the prospect of death. 
'Ah me, I am going to die I What am I to do? What 
is to become of my family? I cannot endure the thought. 
Do you think I am really going to die this time?' Of 
what advantage were his broad acres and polite manners? 
He knew not the Lord. But the Grace of God had made 
known the secret to the humble outcaste, and he proved 
beyond all possible question that Grace reigns." 

These are stories of actual men, whose lives have been 
miraculously changed by the power of Christ. We cannot 
say that these incidents are typical. In many a congregation 
such cases as these stand out against a background of 
semi-heathenism calling itself Christianity. But are they 
not enough to show that there is divine life in this move­
ment? The light that shines so gloriously in individuals 
here and there will certainly spread; it is spreading all the 
time. The Churches in the mass-movement fields generally 
are making steady progress in spirituality and in character. 
They are growing in self-support, in spite of their deep 
poverty. There are many self-supporting Churches in 
the older mass-movement fields, such as Travancore and 
Tinnevelly-nay, in Tinnevelly the day seems to be not 
far distant when the Indian Church will be able to take 
over the management of all the mission work formerly 
carried on by foreign missionaries, in addition to supporting 
a strong mission of its own which works among the Ma.las 
In the Telugu country. The ChUhras in the Panjab are 
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making remarkable efforts to support their own ministry. 
All Gver India the missionary spirit is gaining strength 
among Indian Ch!'istians, as is evidenced by the steady 
growth of the National Missionary Society, which, manned 
by Indian men and supported by Indian money, has 
occupied a few of the hitherto unoccupied fields of India. 
Not a little of the money which supports this most hopeful 
enterprise is given by those who, but for the work of the 
mass-movements, would be degraded outcastes to-day. 

Is it surprising that those who know the mass-movements Hope {or the 
best, while never shutting their eyes to their weaknesses, Future. 
see in them a wonderful work of God, and are full of hope 
for the future? To falter in face of what God has already 
wrought would indeed be a strange lack of faith. God 
has abundantly made it manifest that He has sent us to 
the outcaste, to preach good tidings to the poor, to 
proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight 
to the blind; to set at liberty them that are bruised, and 
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. God is with 
us, and we have no fear for the future. Yet withal this 
picture has a dark side, and we must paint it as faithfully 
as we can in the next chapter. 
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DIFFICULTIES INVOLVIID IN THE SIZE OF MASS-MoVEMENTS 
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(0) The Work of. Poor Quality 
(e) Suggested Remedies 
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DIFFICULTIES CONSEQUENT ON THB MISSIONARY'S ISOLATION 

(a) Danger to his Work 
(0) The Remedy-To Train Indian Leaders 

DIFFICULTIES IN MAKING THE CHURCHES SELF,SUPPORTING 

( .. ) The Outcaste's Poverty 
(0) His Lack of Independence 
(e) Suggested Remedies 

THE CALL TO PIlA yItI< ON BKHALI' OF MISSIONARIIIS 

THE picture just given of the auccesses gained by mass­
movement work in India is a true one, yet not a complete 
picture of the work as a whole. Encouraging as are some 
of the results of this work, yet none of those engaged in it 
would wish to deny that it has some serious drawbacks, and 
is beset by great diffictlities. The aim of this chapter is 
to present the reverse side of the medal, in order that 
sympathisers at home may understand the work more truly, 
and so be able to pray for it more intelligently. 

The first and most obvious difficulty which strikes every 
observer of the mass-movements is that they are altogether 
too large, in nearly every case, for the mission staff which 
IS dealing with them. This results in overwork, and for 

,6 
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missionary societies overwork spells breaking down in 
health and expensive returns to the home-land for recovery, 
Involving much dislocation of all mission arrangements. 
What is far more serious, it means that much work will be 
done which is of poor quality, and much rubbish will be 
built into the founda tions of the Church of the future. 

Some idea has already been given of the multifarious Ca) The 
activities of the district missionary in a centre of one of Missionary 

. . Overworked 
these rapidly growmg movements. Let us now, in con-
nection with our first point, follow such a missionary 
through an ordinary day so that we may realize the amount 
and pressure of his work. 

In his headquarters his office table (note the tenn " office" : 
he has an " office" instead of the home minister's" study"), 
is loaded with business papers and account books, and his 
post-bag is very bulky. If he is to have any time for 
devotions it must be at early dawn or late at night, for he 
will probably have no single hour free of inttlruption in 
between. _ Just as he is settlin~ down to some piece of 
work requiring careful thought, there is a low cough on the 
verandah, which grows in persistence and soon becomes two 
or three coughs, and the missionary knows that several 
people are waiting on the verandah for business interviews. 
One is an evangelist from a village fifteen miles away who 
has brought an estimate for repairs to a school building, 
which estimate must be scrutinized in closest detail; after 
this the affairs of half-a-dozen churches and schools in the 
" circle" supervised by that evangelist must be talked over 
at length, for the missionary will not be able to see him 
again for some time. The next man is a teacher dismissed 
two months ago for serious misconduct, who has come to ask 
for a certificate, regards the refusal of a certificate as pure 
malice on the missionary's part, and departs, after a quarter 
of &n hour'. patient explanation, with angry thoughts of tho 
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tyranny of these foreign missionaries. The next is a coolie, 
who is'the father of two children in the boarding-home. He 
has walked thirty miles to pay them a visit, and wants an 
order to the matron to give him a free meal. The rules 
laid down for such matters are briefly explained to him. 
So the time wears on with interviews and letter-writing and 
book-keeping, and there are still anxious-looking people 

..lVaiting for an interview when the -bell rings for the week­
night service, at which our poor missionary friend has to give 
the address, trusting perforce to divine inspiration given at 
the moment, for he has had no time for preparation. 

The next day he has promised, to go on tour, and to be 
at a village twenty miles away for an evening meeting, 
His luggage is duly sent ahead at daylight, he intending to 
come after it in the cool afternoon hours on his cycle. As 
if there were fatality in it, a mass of business requiring to 
be immediately dealt with comes in by post. He is delayed 
three hours in his start, and when at length he mounts his 
bicycle, perhaps giving final instructions to a "writer" 
running a few yards down the road alongside of him, he 
has to pedal at full speed for his twenty miles, and at the 
end of it, conduct his meeting without a moment's interval 
for rest. The next day he visits three,_ four, or even five 
more villages, knowing all the time that to give the whole 
day to one village would be far more effective, yet when he 
divides the number of villages to be visited by the number 
of possible touring-days, he knows that he must either rush 
from place to place, or else be responsible for work in some 
villages which he never sees. All this is very likely going 
on with a temperature somewhere near 100 degrees in the 
shade. Of course, there are districts where the staff is large 
enough for work to be carried on at a more reasonable 
pace. Yet in the case of mass-movements it is so cornmon 
for two or three missionaries to be in sole responsible 
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charge of all the organized work In a district where five, 
ten, even twenty thousand baptized Christians are scattered 
over hundreds of villages, that the above state of things is 
far more frequent than it ought to be. It is clear that the 
mission staff working under such conditions is running 
grave risk to health. 

Our second point is not so clear at first sight, hut it really (b) The 
involves a far more serious danger J the work done at the W;rk of 
pressure described above is so ineffectual that in some Qu~:y, ' 
villages a work apparently successful is thoroughly corrupt. 
If we bear in mind that many of the village teachers are 
drawn from the lowest classes, and perhaps even now have 
many heathen connections whose influence is all the hardel 
to resist because it is imperceptible, we shall not be shocked 
to hear of occasional moral disaster. A teacher takes to 
drink, and all his work promptly suffers. Some days his 
school is not held at all, but he marks the register. By a 
little exercise of "'cuteness" he is forewarned of the 
evangelist'S visit, and he has means of persllading the 
children to be all in their places on the necessary day. His 
Sunday services are very perfunctorily conducted, his 
lesson being given altogether without preparation. The 
missionary arrives one evening, and again the teacher has 
ways of his own of getting a large congregation together, it 
may be even at the cost of a small expenditure for bribery. 
The missionary is in the village exactly two hours. Even 
in that time, if he is a man of experience, he will probably 
form suspicions that something is wrong, but he ca.nnot act 
on suspicions, and after speaking some words of warning, 
he has to go on to the next place with an unhappy feeling 
that the work is of little value. Months pass before he can 
get to the root of the matter and deal with it firmly. 
Meanwhile the whole of the work done in that village, by 
its very falseness, has enormously hindered, instead of help-
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lng, the coming of the Kingdom. Moreover, in a country 
where sexuai problems at the best of times have an un­
healthy prominence, it need scarcely be said that occasion­
ally the serely-tempted worker falls Into grosser sins than 
drunkenness-, and even these may remain for long unde­
tected, while they are acting as a poison upon every part of 
the work. Truly the Christian Church pays a heavy price 
when it sends an i!l.\dequAte staff to cope with a wide-spread 
movement. 

What is the remedy? The remedy usually suggested by 
the home Board of Missions Is that the over-worked 
missionary should delt!'ate many, of his responsibilities to 
carefully chosen Indian workers. There can be no doubt 
that this is the ideal line of progress, and missionariel on 
the field are making steady efforts in that direction. But 
it is of no use to ignore the f&ct that this can only be done 
gradually. In the case of most of the mass-movements the 
conditions are such that the number of workers who can 
take upon their shoulders those responsibilities which are 
the missionary's heaviest burden is often painfully limited. 
"But why," asks some mission director, ".why have not 
the missionaries made it their ,business from the first to 
train up such men?" The &nswer is probably this-that 
during the last fifteen yean some five thousand Christians 
have been baptized in a given &rea, &lid that the total 
Chriitian community is now ooe of more than ten thousand 
scattered over three hundred villages. The number of 
missiooaries is practically what it was fifteen years ago. 
Allowing for furloughs and change~, on the &Yerag.e there 
have been in the field three men, who have itinerated 
among three hundred villages, managed two hundred and 
fifty schools, tr&ined hundreds of village teachers, and kept 
the la.mp of Christian troth burning througb a wide district. 
To take all extreme instance, a missionary write. from 
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Fategarh (United Provinces) :-" In five of our stations our 
Christian communi ties have increased during the last four 
years at the rate of 100% per year, till now the total 
Christian community of those five districts numbers about 
16,000 •••••• There are more than 700 new disciples 
baptized during the year. for whom no teacher is ready." 
Missionaries in such districts have had no time to train men 
who can take over heavy responsibilities of finance, or who 
can understand the Church's past so thoroughly as to be 
a.ble to exercise the ecclesiastical functions of a modem 
bishop. To make such men out of the material presented 
by the depressed classes will require generations of Christian 
education; yet the ideal leaders of the community will 
lIecessarily be men sprung from its own loins, rather than 
converts from higher castes who will always be regarded by 
the masses as a foreign element. The lack of a sufficient 
number of Indian workers who are fit to take over the 
work now done by the missionary is not due to the 
missionaries' lack: of foresight half as much as to the fact 
that the mass-movements have been so immense, and have 
come so rapidly. It is a penalty of the very success of the 
work. 

Consequently even for the purpose of raising up Indian 
workers who will ultimately take the missionaries' places, 
'n most missions a large increase in the staff is an impera­
tive necessity, or else well-staffed training institutions for a 
higher grade of workers must be added to the existing 
~quipment. Even if the missionaries on the field continue 
to do what many of them are doing at present, viz., dis­
courage baptism of new Christians because there is no hope 
of their being adequately instructed, yet still for the num­
bers as they stand at the present time in all missions deal­
ing with mass-movements, there is urgent need for a large 
increase in the number of m~ionaries. 
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How many Christians at home really believe that mis, 
sionaries are actually declining to accept new adherents to 
Christianity for lack of means to instruct them? Here is 
evidence)n the shape of typical extracts from recent 
reports, each from a different part of the country :-" The 
Reddy Dommarillu inquirers, numbering about zoo, we 
have decided to give up for the present, as we have not 
suitable workers to spare to deal with these people." 

"The Lombadies have made no further movement 
towards Christianity. This is partly due to the inadequacy 
of our present staff of workers." 

"We need more workers, for there are still well over a 
hundred congregations without a resident teacher, but we 
have no suitable workers ready." 

"Earnest petitions pleading for Christian teachers are 
coming in from villages where the people have heard a 
little of the Gospel. But in sorrow of heart we are forced 
to lay these appeals aside, for we have not the half-crown 
a week that is necessary for the support of the teacher who 
is to live among theme When t.l}ese refusals have actually 
to be made, realizing as we do the condition in which we 
condemn these people to remain, it well-nigh crushes Ul 

with despair." 
"We have people under our care who have long ago 

accepted Christ, but we dare not baptize them, for if we do 
50, we must send to them a teacher, and we have not the 
means." 

"I listen almost daily to pressing appeals for teachers 
and schools, and it is distressing to see the interest of 
those who have asked often and often waning because their 
appeals are apparently unheeded. A week ago three men 
came to see me who had walked sixteen miles for the pur­
pose of pressing me to send a teacher at once, promising 
to place land at our disposal for the building of II shed." 
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"Besides many Christian villages that wait for the care 
of teachers, the following new villages are r.sking to be 
taken under our care and instructed-(here follow ten 
Telugu names), Burdened in all wa IS as we on the field 
already are, we are unable at present to provide for those 
waiting souls, We have neither the time to go to them 
ourselves, nor the money with which to provide teachers. 
The call Is urgent and our ability Is powerless. Our cry 
is that of the prophet, 'I am oppressed; undertake for 
me.' " 

It Is not to save the missionaries' feelings-It Is to save 
Ignorant souls from wandering into destruction; it is to save 
the future Church of India from grievous corruption-that 
more workers, both foreign and Indian, must be found to 
shepherd these far-scattered flocks. If an actual literal 
account could be written of the sort of thing that goes on 
in a village in a mass-movement area where no regular 
instruction has been given, and where no proper super­
vision is exercised, it would come as a terrible shock to 
Christians in England. The double life led by the village 
teacher who has succumbed to the constant pressure of his 
temptations, yet who for the sake of his living pretends to 
be pious and preaches glib sermons, what a ghastly fruit 
springing from the ill-supported activities of missions I It 
is no exaggeration to say that there are village out-stations 
-not one or two---in some areas where mass-movements 
prevail, which are as powerful hindrances to the coming of 
the Kingdom in those regions as any which the most 
fiendish ingenuity could devise. These foul growths are 
the direct result of the under-staffing of missions. 

There is another way in which the mass-movements, Difficulties 
nl th " 'th 'bl If consequent u ess e rrusslOnary exerCISes e strongest posS! e se - on the 

restraint, are apt to produce, with all their benefits, some M~ary's 
undesirable results. In many a district where whole Isolation. 
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villages of outcastes are coming over to Christianity," the 
foreign missionary is the only person in the mission who 
has any real education and culture. He is the only person 
who has a wide enough outlook to be guided by general 
principles in the problems of to-day. By the necessities of 
mission procedure, he is in charge of all the mission funds. 
Of the large number of village teachers who are supported 
by the mission, not one would think of rendering anything 
but implicit obedience to any wish of the missionary. His 
circle-evangelists may express their mind more freely 
than the teachers, but even they hesitate very much to 

. oppose an expressed opinion of the missionary. He is 
consulted about every conceivable affair in the whole dis­
trict, and is constantly asked to interfere in matters which 
he protests are quite out of his sphere. In such circum­
stances as these, the most humble-minded missionary can 
hardly prevent himself from developing autocratic ten­
dencies, while independence of character in the teachers 
finds no fruitful soil in which to grow. The teachers are 
strictIy subordinate, not because the missionary wishes 
them to be, but because they never see how they could 
possibly be anything else. And with a large staff of these 
strietly subordinate ,helpers it is extremely difficult to main­
tain that healthy human sympathetic relation of friendship 
without which the most zealous industry will produce little 
result. The missionary's office tends to become a centre 
for the district, an office like that of a Government Collec­
tor, from which are issued orders which must be obeyed. 
The connection between the missionary and the teacher 
in an out-lying village tends to become more official than 
religious. Without the remotest intention of doing any 
such thing, the missiona.ry is perfonning the functions of 
bishop a.nd civil magistrate combined, and against his 
deci&iona there is often no appeal. Only those who have 



THE DARK SIDE OF THE PICTURE 105 

tried it know how difficult It Is In these circumstances to 
maintain sufficient strictness for the interests of the work, 
and yet to be the pastor and friend, instead of the 
taskmaster, of the Indian workers. 

The remedy is, of course, that the missionary should be (b) Theo~eed 
d d . h h f' d hOI' d {or Tra1lllllg more en ue WIt t e graces 0 patlence an umllty, an Indian 

the Indian worker with the graces of reliability and Leaders. 
independence. It will also be extremely helpful if an inter-
mediate class of workers can be raised up-men whose 
general and theological education Is such that a greater 
feeling of ,ympathy and equality can exist between them 
and the missionary than is now generally possible. It is a 
fortunate thing that two theological colleges have recently 
been established, one in the North and one in the South, 
at which Indian graduates and undergraduates can receive 
a course of training somewhat similar to that given in 
theologiclLl colleges at home. Indian workers with such a 
training will have a mind of their own, they will be less and 
less mere subordinates, and they will be able to feel a real 
fellowship with the missionary, besides relieving him of 
many of his responsibilities. 

A third problem of the mass-movement! which has Difficulties 

already been hinted at is the problem of self-support. ~ ~ahkin~ 
Churches in India must ultimately find the salaries of their S:lr-s~;: .es 
OlfJ1 pastors. Though for a time tho foreign missionary porting. 
societies' money must be given to help them, this is only an 
,.rnlligement to meet the most pressing present difficulties, 
and as 500n as it ceases to be regarded as temporary it 
beCOme6 q unhealthy relationship. But the difficulties Me 
lmmense. Something has a.lready been said of the poverty (a) The 

of the outcastes, but no description can give an adequate gntcastes· 
idea of it to those who have not seen it. Remember that OYerty. 

twopence II da.y is a fair average wage all the year round 
for millioDi of them, and that for monthJ of almost every 
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year they get only one meal a day (and that none too 
generous), and still you have not realized one-tenth of 
what such poverty involves. It is only close contact with 
the outcastes which can show how poverty is pressing with 
a deadly weight upon every kind of higher impulse which 
they conceive. Noone would send r01,lIld the collection 
plate on Sundays to such people and expect to receive 
thereby enough money to pay a teacher's salary. 

But it is not even the people's poverty which is the 
greatest difficulty: it is the disposition, already mentioned, 
to think of themselves as naturally dependent upon others, 
as surely as the creeper on its supporting tree, or the child 
upon its parents. This tendency has been engrafted in 
them for a thousand years, and is now a part of their very 
nature. The sense of pleasure which self-respecting men 
have in standing on their own feet is at first totally incom­
prehensible to pariahs. God made them, they think, to 
lean on others; if it were not so, He would have created 
them in some other caste. Nothing annoys the missionary 
so much as the constant declaration by the village Chris­
tians that he is their father and mother-a statement whicb 
is always the preface to some fresh appeal for help, made 
on the assumption (as plain to the appealing persons as 
any law of nature) that the missionary's business is to help 
and theirs to be helped, and that he is a good missionary 
or otherwise according as the help is generous or not. 
Withal there is the further assumption, particularly aggra­
vating to the hard-pressed missionary, that his financial 
resources are boundless, and that giving is a matter of 
perfect ease. 

These are mountainous difficulties barring the way to 
self-support. But faith and Christian wisdom can and must 
overcome them, and progress is already being made. After 
all, poor as the heathen pariah _is, the amount of money he 
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will sometimes spend on a wedding or on a ceremony to 
propitiate some demon, thereby putting himself, it is true, 
in debt for years afterwards, is at times very astonishing, 
and far great~ than the sums he spends on his church 
after he becomes a Christian. We must never admit 
that love of display or superstitious fear is permanently 
stronger than the love of Christ. N or are we compelled 
to do so .. What we have to do Is to devise methods of 
giving which shall be in accordance with the customs of 
the people, at the same time consistently training them up 
to higher ideals of giving. Time-honoured English methods 
of raising money must be replaced by methods more in­
digenous. We have already spoken of the harvest thanks­
giving service, which is one that Indian people can under­
stand, and at which they will give most generously of their 
substance. A man who would not dream of putting more 
than one half-penny in the collection plate every Sunday 
will give a sheep, and the poor widow, who expects at 
Christian festivals to receive instead of giving money, will 
somehow or other raise a pumpkin for the "ingathering. 
service." The giving of first fruits of garden and field and 
flock is another way of showing gratitude which seems to 

.' come naturally to Indian people. The rice-collection 
already mentioned is another good method. In some mis­
sions a regular levy, almost a sort of poll-tax, is required 
from the congregations, and enforced by means which go 
beyond moral suasion, sometimes even by a kind of boy­
cott on the part of the Church. This far from ideal, 
though decidedly effective, way of teaching the Christians to 
give is justified on the ground that the people are children 
in their religious life. As children they must be compelled 
to give, just as some children are at first compelled to go to 
school. At school they will learn the value of education, 
and in course of time, will come to seek knowledge without 
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external compulsion. So the Chrutian pariahs, hYing once 
acquired the habit of giving for the support of their Church, 
will gradually learn to give out of re&! love lind gratitude. 

These arc II few of the innumerable ways in whicb 
missionaries lire trying to tClI.ch this infant Church the joy 
of Christian giving. Missionaries on the field to-day realize, 
perhaps more clearly than it was ever realized in the past, 
that this problem is one which must be solved for the sake 
of the future. And yet when all thllt is possible has been 
done, how trifling seems the amount raised in each village 
-not one-fourth of the teacher's salary. The villages are 
therefore grouped in "circles," ~o that their total contri· 
butions may more nearly be approximate to the salary of 
an Indian pastor, who must be responsible for the welfare 
of h&!f-a-dozen or more Christian congregation5, each of 
which we should in England probably constitute into a 
separate Church. 

One thing Is certain, and that is that the Christians from 
the depressed classes are contributing far more than they 
used to do. But this part of the missionary's task is 
indeed weary, uphill work, and home supporters must 
exercise great patience. It is not much use to give a sub­
scription for the support of work in a village for five years, 
on the undersmnding that at the end of that time it will 
become self-supporting. It takes more than five years to 
undo the work of II thousand, and to mue an independent 
community out of those whom the social customs of ages 
have made into beggars. But the five years will probably 
show a perceptible advance, and some day will be reached 
that far-distant goal on which are written the words .. self· 
support," .. self-government," and" self-propagation." Then 
the missionary's work will be done. 

These are only a few of the more prominent problems of 
mass-movement work. The practical problems of executive 
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detail are innumerable, and the man who can day in and The Call to 
day out face them all with a cheerful heart, is a man of ~~ay,er~ 

f 'h d '" . lSS10 great alt an optmustJc temperament. He IS one bf 
humanity's great burden bearers. Harassed by lack of 
workers and lack of funds, with his physical strength taxed 
to its uttermost and beyond, above all, sickened from 
time to time by moral failure and ingratitude from those 
for whom he is spending his life, he is sometimes inclined 
to resent, as Moses did, that the Lord had bidden him 
bring up this people, But every man who has seen the 
possibilities of this great work and consecrated himself to 
their realization will likewise pray with Moses for his 
people, " Yet now, if Thou wilt, forgive their sin 1 and if 
not, blot me, I pray Thee, out of the book which Thou hast 
written." 

Pray for him, home supporters; pray that in the midst of 
all the wearing disappointments he may hear in his heart 
from day to day the clear messsage, "I will do this thing 
also which thou hast spoken," and, " My presence shall go 
with thee, and I will give thee rest." 
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THIS book is concerned entirely with the work done by 
Christian Missions for the depressed classes in India_ It 
aims at showing that there is one hope for the outcastes, 
and that is to know Jesus Christ, who is presented to them 
by Missions alone. It has not tried to give an account of 
all the forms of mission work being carried on in India. 

110 



WINNING INDIA FOR CHRIST I I I 

Therefore the reader must be reminded that this mass­
movement work is only one of many ways in which the 
missionary enterprise is trying to bring India into contact 
with Jesus Christ. Missions are seeking to reach all classes 
and to touch every ~eart; by any method which the spirit 
of Christ may 'suggest, whether by schools or colleges, by 
hospitals or reading-rooms or institutions of all kinds, or by 
the plain frontal attack of street preaching. Amongst all 
these good works, the work of the mass-movements has the 
special significance that it serves as a gigantic object-lesson 
to India of the spirit and power of the Christian Gospel. 
Here is a great sunken mass, which no Hindu formerly 
supposed it possible to uplift by' any power whatsoever. A 
new force has corne to India, and by what it has already 
done has shown itself able to make the pariah into a man. 
No amount of mere statement of the power of Christ to 
save could have appealed to India with such force as this 
demonstration in plain facts. 

But mass-movement work is only one of very many forms Other Types 
of mission work carried on in India. At the opposite end of Mission_ 

. ary Work. 
of the SOCIal scale from the outc&stes are the Brahmans, the 
students and government officials-men of immense intel-
lectual acuteness, but with a deep discontent in their lives. 
They flock to the colleges where they can study for a (aj Christian 
degree; therefore in the great educational centres Christi:l.n Colleges. 
Missions are striving to give them their college course under 
Christian influences. In this way thousands oi the future 
leader.; of India are coming into contact with Chri.tianity 
in the lives of their Cbristi&n professocs J &nd are gaining a 
fair knowledge of the Bible. True, the number of such 
students who definitely seek Christian baptism is very 
small, so that some have even advised the missionary 
societies to give up work which yielded 10 small 110 visible 
return and to spend all their energies upon the outcastes. 
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But on the one hand, surely it would be a calamity if 
Christianit-j came to be considered in India merely as a 
religion for pariahs, which we were afraid to present to 
men of intellectual ability; and on the other hand, this 
work is preparing for a great mass-movement of educated 
men in the future. It is gradually changing their ideals, 
their moral standards, and the whole spiritual atmosphere 
in which they live. The day must come sooner or later 
when large numbers of the men who have already come to 
know much of Christ will seek to know Him more, and to 
become His disciples. 

Outside the colleges, lectures on religious subjects are 
given for the benefit of these men, and many of them are 
members of Bible-classes conducted by Christian leadcrs~ 

But perhlloPs the most effective work of all is being done by 
a few missionaries who are able to give much time to the 
simple intercourse of friendship with educated Hindus, 
such friendship as inevitably leads to fellowship in religious 
thought, in which the Christian can offer that which he has 
of spiritual blessing with the least possible hindrance from 
racial barriers or misunderstandings. 

And between the Brli.lunans and the outcastes there are 
the vast middle classes, the backbone of the population. 
India will never be won while these are left to themselves. 
These sturdy cultivators, going out day by day with their 
oxen to their ploughing in the sun, looking at life with a 
patient hopelessness-they need Christ as much as anyone, 
yet the vast majority of them .know next to nothing of Him. 
But there are gleams of light in this wide-spread darkness. 
In the Telugu country there are signs that the mass-move­
ment among the outcastes is yet going to yield its noblest 
fruit in a similar movement among the middle castes. The 
illustration of the power of Christianity to transform life is 
proving very attractive to the masters of the Christian out· 
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castes. In Khammarrret and Raghavapuram, two stations 
of the Church Missionary Society in the Telugu country, 
where the mass-movement of outcastes has been very strong, 
there are now I900 adherents from the caste people alone, 
living in 77 different villages, scattered over a large area. 
Not only in these places, but all over India, and especially 
in the towns, the Christian community now contains a 
strong minority of men drawn from most of the different 
:astes. Nevertheless the work is only begun. Solid rocks 
of prejudice, ignorance, and pride have to be opened by 
the power of God, and the Church, relying upon Him, 
must use every means in her power for the accomplishment 
of this task. 

Foremost among all the agencies' for removing prejudice (d) The 
d . . h .. f Chris' . h Work of an mterpretmg t e true spmt 0 tJ.aruty come t e Missionary 

hospitals. Imagine what must he the feelings of the Hospitals. 
cataract patient who goes in with many fears to see if this 
foreign doctor can do anything for his blind eyes, and in a 
short time receives his sight, being daily reminded that the 
love and kindness shown to him spring from the love of 
Christ. He cannot for the rest of his life think about 
Christ just as his prejudiced fellow-villagers think. 

Then suppose he picks up at a book-stall some Christian Ie) The 
book in his own tongue, which has the breath of the love ~hr~~jla~f 
of God in all its language. He will find his heart touched Books. 
in a new way, and will recognize the iame influence which 
he met at the hospital. There is a great future for the 
Christian book in India, and missionaries who have seen 
tlus are in many cases filling up their scanty leisure with 
the making of such books. 

Suppose that in the house of this same man a sym- (f) Work 
pathetic and tactful Christian lady comes and makes W:'~. 
friends of his wife and daughters. She teaches them the 
elementary facts of Christianity, and another breach Is 
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opened in the stronghold of the man's prej udice, for his 
conservative-minded women-folk have begun to welcome 
the new truth. Thank God, this women's work for women 1 

has been enormously developed during the last twenty 
years, so that in every large town in India thousands of 
non-Christian women are regularly studying the Bible in 
their own homes. 

Meanwhile at the corners o~the streets of the dties, undel 
the banyan-trees, by the country high-roads, outside the 
blacksmith's shop or the estate-clerk's verandah, by conversa­
tions and public addresses men are trying to make the Gos­
pel message plain to 1111 sorts al)d conditions of men, while 
in the mission schools all over India something like half a 
million young people are studying. And still the work is 
only begun, for India is so vast. Every single kind of 
mission work now done needs to be multiplied again and 
again, for remember that in India the Church is attacking 
a greater citadel than Paul faced in the ancient Roman 
Empire. 

The Place But amid all these efforts, the grelLt mass-movements have 
of Mass- a special place and make a very. strong a.ppeal. Much is 
Movement 
Work: Its being thought and written to-day about the shifting social 
Relation to conditions at home, in Europe generally, and in America. 
~tH~~~ork But where can we find anything of equal magnitude to the 

breaking up of the age-old social system in India? The 
uplift of the pariahs through Christianity and education is 
even now effecting far-reaching changes in India. Just as 
social changes at home should be guided by the Churches, 
50 in India, through the agency of missionary and Indian 
Christian bodies, the future of India may be shaped. 

All work, whether at home or abroad, which gives such 
Christia.n help and direction to great social movements is 
one work. The uplifting of a fallen world is the Church's 

1 See Appelldix ell Women's Work fOi Women. 
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task, and missions and sod&! work at home make ultimately 
the same appeal and should be thought of together. There 
Is no real distinction between them 1; both are pressing 
forward to the same great end; both are doing their share 
In working out God's wonderful scheme for the redemption 
of mankind. Yet it is often asked by devoted home 
workers in the cause of soci&! reform, "\Vhy should we 
send money to the distant heathen when we cannot possibly 
meet the needs of our own slums?" Our answer is, 
"Your work in London or Glasgow and my work in 
India are one I" It is, therefore, an initial nllstake to ask 
Christian people to "SUpport one kind of work and not the 
other. It would be as mad for the Christian Church to 
ignore the poor in Birmingham and Bristol while spending 
large suma to uplift the pariah, as it would be for the 
Church to restrict itself to Birmingham and Bristol and to 
Ignore the pariah. Mission work for the depressed classes and 
social work at home for the poor are simply based upon the 
fact that no man imbued with Christ's spirit can sit still while 
God's little ones are trodden in the mire, whether in Man­
chester or in Madras. The OlUrch that could see men 
broken-hearted and bound, and do nothing, would be 
untrue to its Lord. 

Let us tum now to look at two or three facts in the The Dangers 
present conditions of ":as:'-movement work. First, the <!o~diti=. 
needs of the outcaste Chnstlans have not yet been supplied. ( Pariah 
Thousands of these people who have been admitted into <!~ristians 
the fold of the Church are yet unshepherded and untaught. Unshep­
Think again of what is involved in sentences like the follow- herded. 

1 This fact was most strikingly brought out at the Conference of Ibe 
Student Christian Movement in January, 1912. The readeri' strongly 
recommended to refer for himself to the report of the Conference, 
"Christ a.nd Human N ted." in which bom~and foreign problems are 
cOl1iidered side by side. 
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Ing from recent mission reports :-" The number of villages 
In which our people dwell is 300, and in 164 of these 
there is no resident teacher"; "There are more than 700 

new disciples, baptized during the year, for whom no 
teachers are ready." There are baptized people in many 
places who will answer the question, " Who is Jesus Christ? .. 
with-" How should I know?" The Church ought never 
to have baptized them if it was going to leave them in this 
condition. 

Again, though much educational work has been done, 
still only about forty per cent. of Indian Christian 
children are attending school. And lastly, there are 
millions of outcastes waiting to be gathered in, but 
there is no one to gather them. It is a significant fact 
that during the very years in which the missionaries have 
recently been baptizing thousands of outcastes in one part 
of the Panjab, in another part great masses of them have 
gone over to Mohammedanism. Christian missions have 
been too late for the outcastes there, and their task has 
become infinitely harder. 

VI'hat is the meaning of these facts? They spell danger, 
not only to the work of the Missionary Societies-nor even 
only to the future of the Indian Church-but to thE 
progress of mankind. It is a fact too little understood 
that the existence of a mass of some fifty million down­
trodden outcastes in a distant part of the I3ritish Empire 
retards the progress of social reform at home. On the 
other hand, the prevalence of drunkenness and of bad 
social conditions at home is positively hindering the pariah 
in his upward march.1 Again, if India is to remain bound 
down by the dead weight of her outcaste popUlation, a bar 
will be set to the upward progress of China and Japan. 
The families of the human race are more closely knit 

I See" Christ and Human Need." 
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together to-day than ever before: now, more than for­
merly, it is true of the great body of mankind, that if one 
member suffers, all the members suffer. 

'A consideration of these facts makes our duty to mass- The Possible 
movements abundantly evident. So, also, does a view of FMutureMof 

h . I' f'd ass- ove· t e present opportumty. t IS 0 ten Sa! , and probably ments. 
correctly, that in the next generation, granted the necessary 
workers and funds, thirty millions of out castes could be 
gathered into the Christian Church. But with the present 
resources it simply cannot be done, and to attempt it would 
be to swamp the Church with baptized heathenism. Yet 
just think of it-thirty millions of people practically ready 
to accept whatever truth we bring. What a Church they 
might make I A great strong Church in India half a 
century from now, what might that not mean to Asia and 
to the whole world? It is a thought to make the blood run 
faster. But turn away from the thought, and look at the 
SUbscription lists of the missionary societies. Promptly the 
vision fades. And yet this great thing could be done if the 
Church at home would wake up and see whither God is 
leading it. 

It is not simply more money, nor even simply more men The Needs 
that we need; we need every kind of reinforcement-intel- ant dti°ppo;-

I 100 '1" If hi . W durueso ectua , anCIa, spmtua - or t s campaIgn. e nee the Work. 

the best men. It is quite a mistake to suppose, as people 
so often do suppose, that the ablest men leaving college to 
go to the mission field can find scope for the exercise of 
their powers only in mission colleges. We have already 
hioted at the OpportUIuty offered them by mass-movement 
work. The laying of the foundations of a great Church 
in a great land is a work to be done by men who 
know the Church's past histpry in other lands, and have 
clear visions of the Church of the future. The task 
of interpreting the Christian message to the heart of the 
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Qutcaste, and of building up his character by promoting 
steady growth in Christian knowledge, of doing this not for 
one man in one place, but for a thousand men scattered 
over hundreds of villages-<ln such a task can be brought 
to bear every kind of strength-mental, physical, and 
spiritual-with which God endows His children. Everyone 
knows how the missionary has to tum his hand to any thing, 
and be accountant, building contractor, and fifty other 
things besides being pastor. But most people at home do 
not know how the demands made by this mass-movements 
wack call out all the latent qualities of the best Christian 
manhood. To live in a wide, district as almost the iole 
human medium through which fresh knowledge, or new 
comfort and power, can come to a multitude of God's 
children, to know that from day to day men look towards 
the missionary'. bungalow first of all for light in their dark­
ness and consolation in their sorrows-surely no one, how­
ever gifted, need ask for a higher sphere of labour. 

Yet when we cry out of need for the best, do not mis­
understand us. We do not mean that only the selected 
few here and there can hope to be used in this task. God 
who called Moses and Jeremiah and many a reluctant man 
and woman in our own day, and accomplished through them 
a work for which they felt they had no qualification-that 
God can make common men into His best workers. The 
man who has heard the call of God to dedicate his life to 
the deliverance of the captives may be a man of no extra­
ordinary gifts, but when he has learnt to love the lowest, 
and in the strength of that great word, "Inasmuch as ye 
did it unto the least of these, ye did it unto Me," can go to 
meet Christ in every paracheri-that man can be used for 
mighty things, as the history of the mass-movement in detaIl 
would show. God so often uses the things that are not to 
confound the things that are. 
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It is the same old story with which we are familiar in The Power 
every - genuine effort made for the world's salvation. to Meet the 
Humanly speaking, the task is a crushing impossibility, as Need. 
is certainly the redemption of fifty million outcastes by a 
few over-burdened missionary organizations. But God's 
resources are as inexhaustible and as available as ever, and 
we are called, as the Edinburgh Conference has reminded 
all the Churches, to make new discoveries of the grace 
and power of God for ourselves, for the Church, and for 
the world; and in the strength of that firmer and bolder 
faith in Him, to face the new age and the new task with a 
new consecration. 



APPENDIX I 

A VILLAGE SERMON 

(The matter given below appeared as an article in the Church 
Missionary Gleaner of July, 1912, and it is by the kind"ess of Ihe 
Editor that we are able to re-print it here. The writer is The Rev. 
Dr Weilbrecht, who was a missionary of the Church J.lissionary 
Society in the Panjab for thirty-fioe years.) 

A HALF BAKED CHAPATI 

IN giving a sketch of a discourse to Panjabi Christian villagers, 
I may mention that the congregations among whom I worked 
for a good many years are almost entirely drawn from the labour~ 
ing classes. Illiteracy is very prevalent, and the hereditary state 
of morality low. They have to be taught line upon line, and a 
sermon without catechizing would do bttlc for them. 10 tbis 
condition it is noteworthy how vividly and forciLly the Old 
Testament comes bome to them. The chequered career of Israel 
and its heroes touches their lives with the picture of frequent 
failure. yet substantial progress. These congregations mostly 
worship in mud buildings, raised hy themselves with a little 
outside assistance. and the worshippers sit on rude mats covering 
the mud floor, while the preacher also sits on a slightly raised 
platform, dignified by a cotton drugget . 

.. Ephraim. he mixeth himself among the peoples; Ephraim 
is a cake not turned" (Hosea vii. 8). 

,. Who was Hosea? " 
.. A prophet" (from one of a dozen schoolboys who sit in front 

and form the choir with a drum, cymbals. and a tambourine) . 
.. To whom were the prophets sent by God I .. 
.. The same. To the Bani Israil .. (children of Israel) . 
.. Then why does the prophet Hosea. in the words that I have 

just read. talk to Ephraim? Who is Ephraim? .. 
(After a pause.) .. Ephraim is the name of a trihe of the Bani 

IsraJl." (I fear this answer was inspired by the Indian preacher 
sitting with the boys.) 

.. Very well, the people of Ephraim were a part of God's chosen 
people, and you are a part of God's chosen people now. But 
though God has been very good to them they were not all that 

Ill!. 
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He w"nted them to be; neither are you always. When the 
P¢<"ch,1yat I met yesterday, what did it have to do ? .. 

(The answer is a lIttle hesitatIng, for one of the head· men who 
did not come out well is present. GnaduaLly)" Chaudhri' 
Jhandu, and Maulu and Rura went to the Diwali fair, and ther 
joined some heathen who were gambling in honour of the ido. 
and they got drunk afterwards. And the panclwyat said they 
must sit at the back of the church, and pay a fine." 

.. Now, do you see what God meant when He said to these 
Bani Israil: 'Ephraim, he mlXeth himself among the peoples) , 
Like you they were living in the midst of idolaters, and the 
idolaters were many more than tiley.· so that it was difficult for 
the Bani ISTail never to fall into their ways. But when they 
did so, how it grieved God, Who had been so i(ood to them I " 

(A member of the congregation, who have recently been 
taught by their reader the story of the Exodus.) "Yes, Sahib,­
He delivered them from the Egyptians, who made them work 
without pay as the farmers used to do to us." 

.. Yes, but what has God delivered you from, and Whom did 
He send to do it I A propbet ) " 

.. No, Sahib, He sent us His Son, and He was better thaD 
Hazra~, Musa (Moses), and He delivered us from Satan and his 
works. 

II Yes, He did, and you renounced them when you were 
baptized; but you know, you have not always kept your promise, 
though I am Sure it isn't easy for you, and some of you do try 
hdrd, and none of you would like to be told that you are not 
Christians. But now let us see what more the prophet said about 
those Bani Israil who got mixed up with the idolaters." One of 
the boys reads it . 

.. Ephraim is a cake not turned." 

.. Just think a little. One of you has worked hard, belping 
to plough the field, then the corll was sown. It had to be 
watered in the cold nights and weeded under the hot sun, and 
thorn branches were dragged from a distance and put aU round 
the field to guard it. Then the time of harvest came, and the 
whole family turned out to help in the reaping. They were faint 
with thirst and stiff with stooping. but no one murmured, because 
the evening was coming when the sheaves would be divided, and 
none grumbled wben a heavy load was put upon his head to carry 
home. for he was reaping the fruit of bis toil. Then the corn "Tas 
beaten out. and stored in your mud granary. and your wife took 
out day by day enough for tbe food of the family. It was ground 
in the handmill, it was kneaded, the fire was lighted, the dough 
patted into chapiitiS (flat round cakes), and the chaPlitU baked on 
tlle iron plate. Tbe heap is ready for the family to eat. You 

1 Council of five (or more) wbicb wana,es the affairs of our Indian OOD.llD.unic.a.o.te.. 
It is tbe Church Committee of oW' congrtt;atioDII, 

I The title of a head-maD. 
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sit down and begin to eat a chap,i/i hungrily. Faugh I What 
is the matter? You throw it aside, and I am afraid you turn 
angrily to your wife: 'What do you mean by giving me a 
chapat! that you never turned?' It will be a good thing if there 
be no wife beating in the hOllse that day. But I hope you 
Christians are getting beyond that kind of thing." 

(A melll and a woman in the congregation look sheepish. He 
had been beating her that morning for spoiling his food, and 
they had come late in consequence.) 

.. Now, why would you be so vexed, if such a thing bappened 
to you I Because the food on which you live, and that on which 
you spent such toil and labour, had been spoiled by carelessness 
just at the last. What must God feel when His people, for whom 
He has done so much, are spoiled for want of a little watch­
fulness I .. 

(One of the older men, of .. thoughtful turn.) .. But, Sahib, 
what does it really matter to God? He is all powerful; He 
can make as than y more men as He likes," 

.. You remelllh-er, when I inspected the schoOl yesterday, 1 
found that your boy h"d wantonly destroyed his lesson book. 
I was very vexed with him, and had him punished, and when I 
told you, you said, 'Quite right: Why was I so vexed? 
Couldn't I get as many more books as r wanted, without loss to 
myself I " 

.. Yes, Sahib, it is we who pay for onr boys' books. I sllppose 
yo" were vexed because you thought my boy was a namumd 
(disappointer of expectation). You had told me before that 
you thought him a careful, diligent boy." 

.. J list so. For all we kno"" Carl could make more and better 
people than we are in a!lOthcr world: but He has made us and 
loves us, and wants us to be-what does the Catechism say ?­
, heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven.' And if we go mixing our­
selves lip with those who do what He ahhors, and follow their 
ways, we are namurad, disappointers of God's expectation. and 

, He is grieved. There is a very solemn verse ill the Injil (New 
Testament). I will ask the preacher to read it." 

.. Rev. iii. 6: 'Because thou art lukewarm, and neither 
hot nor cold, I will spue thee out of My mouth.' Thou art luke­
warm. This is the fault of the half-baked chapali, and of the 
half-baked Christian. He does not want to give up being a 
Christian, but he does not want to give up miJong with heathen 
rites and practices on occasion, or when it would bring him trouble 
if he refused. Remember, if you go on in this way. you are in 
danger of being cast out, not by the Church only, but by God 
HiDlself. Tbe washennau's bullock is at home neither in hi. 
master's house nor at the river. A half-baked chapati is more 
worthless than a raw lump of dough. The half-baked Christian 
is ~ood neither for this world nor for the next." 

• Brothers and sisters I God expects somethin, of you. 
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You used to say that you were like cattle who could only look 
down to theh own food or tug at the plough, and it was true. 
But you know that there is a difference now. God has planted 
you in the garden of His Church by baptism. He has watered you 
from the well of His Holy Spirit by the teaching oftheWord and the 
Holy Sacrament; He looks to you to bring forth the sweet fruits 
of love and truth that He delight> ill. Do not disappoint Him" 

.. But what can you do, if you feel yourselves kacha (half­
baked)? After all, a kacka chapal1 has to be thrown to the dogs. 
No woman would try to bake it again. But God can do what 
we cannot. Through our Saviour Jesus Christ He has lighted the 
fire of His Holy Spirit in the Church and in our hearts. At 
present you have one side of you cold, turned away from God 
towards the world. Turn that side of YOIl to God's fire. That, 
is what we mean by repeutance. Be "illin;: to have the sin that 
keeps you cold and lifeless burned up by the holy Spirit. Then 
you will be pleasing to God; bread, teo, that lIe can use to be the 
food of life to others, Let us pray that He may make U$ iuch.' 

APPENDIX II 

WOMEN'S WORK FOR WOMEN AMONG THE 
DEPRESSED 

.. IT is the women in our congregations who hold us back and 
who give the most trouble." So says an experienced district 
missionary among the depressed classes in India. An inquiry 
into the circumstances of village missions will show that this 
state of thing" lamentable as it is, is natural enough. The work 
of preaching and teaching in a village is commonly done by n 
man. Now the etiquette of the country does not allow him to 
teach the women by themselves, yet in mixed assemblies they 
can hardly bring themselves to believe that the teaching is really 
meant for them and is not intended solely for the men. There­
fore they probably do not give their full attention to the teach­
ing, and, illiterate and ignorant as they are, profit very little by 
it. What they need is patient and systematic instruction in the 
elementary truths in the Christian faith. Even with that, the 
light comes slowly to their undeveloped minds, but if the work 
is done prayerfully, it does come. They are also greatly handi­
capped by the constant interruptions of household duties and the 
care of their children, and by the grinding poverty which hardly 
gives them a chance of looking higher than the needs of every day. 

Hence in many villages where the men have been evangelIzed, 
little or notbing 15 being done for the women, The consc'luenceo 
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01 tms are disastrous. Young Daniel, who has lately been 
baptized, and is making a genuine effort to live a consistent 
Christian life, marries a rough pariah girl-well-meaning and 
Christian in intention, but still instinctively afraid of the local 
demons, and a prey to other healhen superstitIOns. The danger 
is that she may drag Daniel back into semi-heathenism. She 
is in urgent need of teaching. 

It is now almost a common-place to say that the Christianisa­
tion of India depends on winning her women; but it is as true in 
village missions as in city work. A missionary authority puts it 
very strongly: "So long," he says, " as mother, sister, wife and 
daughter remain in darkness, so long must husband, brother and 
son virtually remain so too. None are more ready to dnve away 
from home a Christian convert than the female members of his 
own household." Obviously, then, it is of the first importance 
to increase the work among women, for it is at present lamentably 
inadequate. Let us turn now to look at the existing work among 
outcaste women, and at the conditions under wbich it is being done. 

Work among women divides itself into three main branches­
educational, evangelistic, and medical. These activities natur­
ally dovetail with each other, and the educational and medical 
must include the evangelistic. 

Of purely educational work among girls some account has 
been given in Chapter IV. The importance of boarding-homes 
cannot be exaggerated; tbey are the training ground for 
Christian wives and mothers, and for Biblewomen. An adequate 
number of trained and educated catechists' wives and Bible­
women would go far to solve the problem of women's work in 
the villages, for they would be able to do for the women of their 
village what the catechists are doing for the men-besides the 
very important work of setting an example of Christian home life. 

There are, of course, village schools for little outcaste girls, 
much like that described in Chapter IV.; from these schools the 
girls' boarding-homes are recruited, and the value of the work­
even in tbe case of those pupils who never reach the boarding­
home-<:an hardly be over-estimaled; it is gradually leavening 
yillage Christian life and dispersing the dense gloom of ignorance 
and superstition. 

But evangelistic work can reach many whom educational 
work does not touch. Women and even girls in villages are often 
'Jnly accessible to missionaries or Biblewomeu who can visit 
them in their homes. Such work is often done under great 
difficulties and is painfully slow and apparently fruitless, but it 
is work that must be done if the Christian communities are to 
develop healthily. The ideal, and indeed the really necessary 
equipment, is a Biblewoman in each village; llOW far this is from 
being realized may be judged from the fact that in a well-con­
ducted mission district near Madras, out of 170 villages, only 
two ace provided with Biblewomen. 
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From the following descriptions of evangelistic work among 
women, some idea may be gained of the conditions under which 
it is being done, and of the ditTlculties with which it bristles. 

A lady missionary of the Church of England Zenana Missionary 
Society from a mass-movement district in the Panjab writes ;­
If Mrs Parmanand has been most helpful going out regu larLy twice 
a week to teach some of the village Christian women. It was im­
pos~ible for us to compass an ything Like a quarter even of the work 
lying to our hands. So we decided that the most important was 
teaching the Christian women, who are woefully ignorant. Even 
so, we could reach regularly only elev~n or twelve villages a wC"ck. 
In some villages the women are anxious to learn, but in otbers, alas, 
they are only too content to live on in ignorance; they have 
been baptized, what more do they need? We decided it was 
better to teach the women of a few villages regularly each week, 
than to visit a number of villages at rare intervals. It must be 
remembered that these women are all of the Chuhr;; caste. and 
intensely densely ignorant, al!d many of them, humanly sp~aking. 
incapahle of learning. They forget from one week to another 
what they have been taught. When asked. " What did I teach 
you last week / " perhaps a parable or a miracle-" You tell us, 
how can we know?" Sometimes exactly the same lesson is 
given fOT three or four weeks, before the simplest detail is re­
memhcnxl. The children and babies are a great hindrance. 
Each village simply swarms with ·infants who absolutely rule 
their parents; and the teaching is given to the accompaniment 
of crying, laughing, squabbling. and other disturbances. Any 
one who has held Mothers' Meetings knows in a sli{?h/ degree what 
it means. Some of the women give greater encollrag~ment. In 
two villages on more than one occasion, they ha ve been able to 
tell me one week what they learned the week before; but this i. 
very unusual." 

An encouraging incinent is reported by a missionary of the 
United Free Church of Scotland near Madras :-" Patience has 
been amply rewarded in the case of another pupi1. It seemed 
impossihle for this girl to learn anything. She took months 
to get through the Tamil Infant Primer. As to remembering the 
Bible lesson, it was ever a hopeless muddle, and it was with 
difficulty that a smile of amusement <:ould be restrained as she 
told a story. Several times we thought of stopping her lessons, 
but she usually pleaded for another month. Suddenly. one day 
the \vhole thing dawned on her, and instead of being the dull un­
intcre~ting pupil, she brig-htent"d up, and is now, though not by 
any means brilliant an intelligent girl." 

Rut more important than the visits of the missionary i9 the 
work of a resident Rlhlewoman: living in the midst of the people 
and sharing dav by day tht':lr thollghts and cares, she may make 
the most powerful of all appeals for her Master through her 
ff ministry of friendship," There is no limit to the influence B 
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faithful, zealolls Blhlewoman may exert. Witness the following 
account of a Biblewoman in a London 1tIission district of the 
Telugu country ;-

.. In another centre a Biblewoman's untiring efforts have 
proved a constant inspiration not only to her Hindu neighbours 
~ut to the missionary. It was not only that she was always 
Instant in sea.~on, but so constant out of it I \\rheI"l returning 
from a visit to a village after a heavy morning's work there (and 
this morning's work followed upon a night when there had been 
little sleep lor anybody, owing to tbe camp being overrun by 
myriads of tiny red ants), she spied wayfarers in the road, and 
jumping down from the cart walked all the four miles back to 
camp in the noontide heat so as to have the opportunity of speak­
ing to them all the time. When at mid-day she was supposed to 
be resting she found others doing so by a well and seized her 
chance of making friends with them. When she wa..~ leavlOg on a 
journey early next day, and Hindu relatives came in late the 
previous evening from a distant village. she left all her prepara~ 
tions for the mornmg departure and gave herself up to this 
opportunity with them. The missionary coming to her home 
nnexpectedly found her in the midst of them pleading earnestly. 
To the little son of the next-door coolie woman she taught a 
lesson morning and evening, and supplied him with slate and 
pencil to practi,e while he was out herrling the goats during the 
day_ The missionary happened to come in, and saw the little 
fellow packed off with his day's supply of lessons. Little wonder 
he can read the New Testament fluently now. Coming hack at 
sunset through the fields to the tents after a tiring afternoon, a 
winnowing labourer's idle question, .. Who are you? What is 
your work?" was not answered by a single sentence, but a 
ready fresh beginning, .. Are you not winnowing? and the chalI 
is carried off and the grain is garnered? .. and so forth, a ready 
parable, and told as eagerly as if she had not worn herself out in 
singing and speaking already the whole day practically." 

Medical work is a recognized opening in every kind of mission 
and it is perhaps specially valuable in mass-movement districts. 
The outcastes are of all the people of India, the most densely 
ignorant of the simplest laws of hygiene and child nurture, but 
much may be done for them once a beginning is made. A lady 
doctor taking her medicine chest, pays a visit to a pariah village 
in her district. She treats the sore eves of little Papiah and 
brings him great relief. His mother is filled with gTatitude. and 
begins to feel confidence in the white lady. The advantage is 
followed up, and Pariah's mother learns that Papiah's eyes would 
not get sore so often if his face were thoroughly washed every 
dav, and if there were le!Ss dirt in the house to attract the flies. 
She is at first incredulous, but at la.;;t an impression is made, and 
there is some hope of a h.,althier life for Pap!llh. 

Or perhaps a pariah village is being visited with plague. The 



THE OUTCASTES' HOPE 

la.dy doctor, who is no stranger, persnades one or two of the 
women (who are in general even more conservative and suspicious 

·than the men) to be inoculated against plague. Their example 
is followed by a few other valiant souls; and as the time passes, 
and they continue to resist the infection, the opposition to inocu~ 
lation dies down and a lesson is learned. The doctor next 
teaches them that dying rats are a sign of danger; and so on, till 
risks from plague are wonderfully lessened. The importance of 
teaching these things to women is evident; it is they who keep 
the houses and bring up the children. Witb the coming of the 
Gospel must come also cleaner, purer living, and how shall this 
be if the women are not taught? 

The results of work among Ivw caste women are often wonder­
funy enconraging: an ex-Loarding school girl evangelizes the 
women of her village; a poor woman who has been in a mission 
hospital takes back the love of Christ to her home and is a shining 
example to her neighbours; through the influence of a Bible­
woman hard hearts are softened, dull minds enlightened. widowed 
lives cheered. There are great prospects for work among out­
caste women; the futures of the Biblewoman's work and of the 
boarding-homes are especiiUly full of possibilities. There is 
nothing that will work so surely for the uplift of the depressed 
classes as the enlightenment of their women, and there is no 
knowledge in the world, save the knowledge of Christ, that will 
bring these women out of darkness into the light of joy and 
purity, and love and life. 
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GLOSSARY 

A>HMISM, the worship of souls and spirits. These may be either 
the sOLlls or spirits of departed men, or else spirits supposed 
to dwell in some speciaJ tree, rock, or bill. 

ARl" A-SAMAJ, a reforming movement amongst Hindus which is 
widely spreading in the Paojab and United Provinces. It 
ainlS at a return to the 'purer religion of the ancient Hindu 
scriptures. At present lt spends a good deal of activity in 
opposing Christianity. See Chapter 11. 

BRAHMAN, the highest or priestly caste numbering nearly fifteen 
millions, which has far moce influence over India. in pro­
portion to its numbers, than any other ca.",te. The Br2..hmans 
oelong to the Aryan race, and al:e usually a little fairer in 
complexion than other castes. Tbough many of tbeir 
ancient privileges have gone, they still are usually accorded 
different treatment from common meo. 

BRAHMO-SAMAJ, another reforming movement in Hinduism, 
recently described by one of its Hindu opponents (not 
without some trutb), as "Christianity witbout Christ." 
Althougb it constantly quotes tbe ancient Scriptures of 
Hinduism, its creed substantially agrees with that of an 
English Unitarian, and it receives much support from 
Ullltarianism in England. See Chapter II. 

CUANDA-LA, an ancient generic name, meaning ODe who pollutes; 
applied to many low castes. 

CHAMAR, a North Indian outcaste tribe of leather-workers. 
CHERI, literally" part" of a village, but eSp€cially used in South 

India {or the pariah quarters: sometimes caHed paracheri. 
CUOHRA, a large outcaste tribe in the Panjab, of abongillal 

descent. 
DOM, a North Indian outcaste tribe whose traditional occupation 

is scavenging. 
DOl/MARALU, plural of Dommara, a Teillgn caste of jugglers and 

acrobats. 
GHOND. a tribe in North India treated by Hindus as outcaste . 
. KOL, a hill·tribe in Bengal, also treated as outcaste. 
LoMB1DY, a gipsy tnbe in South India. 
MADlGA, a Telugu-speaking tribe of leather workers. 
MALA, another Tclugu·speaking cla..."-S of Qutcastes, who, however. 

despise the Madigas, and will not use the same wells with 
them. 

MANU, tbis name belongs to fourteen mythological progeniton 
of mankind, but is most commonly used to denote one of 
them who ~as .the reputed a.uthor of. a famous ancient co~e 
of laws, whicb IS the foundatIOn of Hwdu law, and is beld ill 
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the highest reverence. It probably was composed abo·]t 
the fifth century B.C. 

NAMASUDRAS. another name for outcaste. in Bengal, corresponj, 
to Chand ala above. 

NEEM TREE, or MARGOSSA, a favourite tree in India. A village 
temple usually has one near it. 

PARIAH, PANCHAMA. Pariah means literaJly, "drum· beater," 
from the traditional occupation of the tribe. Panchama 
means literaJly .. fifth caste," and is the term used by 
Government as being less disrespectful than Pariah. See 
Chapter I. In this book the t.errn .. pariah" is used as a 
generic name for the outcastes 01 all tribes. 

PULAYAN, an agricultural tribe of outcastes on the West Coast 
and in the extreme South of India. 

REDDY, a general term applied to several respectable caste •. 
mostly agriculturists and traders. 

RIG VEDA, the most ancient Hindu Scriptures, consisting of 
hymns addressed to the native deities worshipped by the 
ancient Aryans; composed somewhere about 1500-1000 B.C., 

or even earlier. 
SANTAL, a hill tribe, Qf Kolarian race, settled in Santalia in 

Bengal. 
SHANAR. a large caste in the Tamil country, whose traditional 

occupation is that of drawing toddy from the palmyra tree. 
Reckoned low in the social scale, this ca5te bas recently 
made great eflorts to claim the privileges of higher castes. 
A very large number of Shanars have become Christians in 
the Tinnevelly District. 

SIKHS. a religious sect, bound together also by the tie of military 
discipline. Their founder, Guru N;;nak, lived in the 
fifteenth century, and preached the abolition of caste, the 
unity of the Godhead, and the obligation of leading a pure 
life. 

SIVA, one of the great Hindu triad of gods, traditionally regarded 
as .. the Destroyer," though in ordinary worship Uti, 
attribute is almost forgot ten, and he becomes the 
.. Auspicious." In one or other of his infinite Dumber of 
manifestations he is worshipped by very many millIOns oj 
people in India. For details see text· book on Hindu 
religion mentioned below. 

Sw APACA. an ancient degraded caste; the name literally means 
" dog-cooker ... ' 

TAMIL, a great Dravidian language spoken by sixteen-and-a·hal1 
millions of people in South India. 

TELUGU, another great DravidIan language spoken by twenty­
and-a-half millions of people in South india 

TOM-TOM. a natIve drum. The commonest kind is shaped like 
a small barrel and beaten at both ends with the hands. 
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