






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































substantial portion of married women and al'e 

educated 01' gainfully employed, traditional 

definition of the 

This 

female role 

the 

has not changed 

subs ts.nt ia I I y. point has also been stated by 

Mukherjee (1975:71, who says that it is rather a normal 

picture 

mother 

that all elderly women tend to be regarded as 

figures to be looked up to. The traditional 

custom among the Nayar caste in South India exemplifies 

this. She further has stated that societies who have 

the c()nstant fear ()f decrease ()f popUlation owing to 

warfare valued their women, and whether kinship was 

patrilineal or matrilineal, women stil I held a dominant 

position. This could be applied to the Nayars a Iso. 

Uhat we have to understand basically is that although 

men and women occupy positions of authority, male and 

female forms of authority differed. Men normally dea It 

with external and women with internal relations, and to 

uiew these kinds of social intercourse and authority as 

unequal would be a biased interpretation. 

Notwithstanding, we have to keep in mind that 

in Kerala, the lot of woman is at an enviable plane than 

that of wornen in the rest of india, and that she had 

great personal freedom in many aspects of life when 

compared to other societies. 
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Howeve~, protection and security which women 

enjoyed under the traditional Taravad system withered 

away with the int~oduction of private interests in land 

and the concommltant division and alienation. The natal 

security slven by the Taravad was thus replaced in the 

changing scenario by a new concept of economic 

independence associated with employment and private 

property. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

CONCLUSIONS OF THE STUDY 



CHAPTER V I I I 

CONCLUSIONS OF THE STUDY 

This study of marriage and kinship among the 

Nayar families of Choo tay i I. has given intet'est ins 

insights into the impact of change among the Nayars of 

South Kerala. Taking the turn of the century as the 

baseline year. and working on the basis of genealogical 

data, participant observation, and a wide range of 

secundat'Y matet'ial. the study reveals that Nayar society 

has been in the throes of change. It is seen that 

change has evidenced itself in the composition of 

this 

the 

family, the practice of marriage forms, the emergence of 

modified kinship and marital relationships, the 

interface between matrilineal structures and patrilineal 

attitudes, and in the position of women. However, while 

this change has been substantial and far-reaching, the 

hold of traditional forms has not totally died out. 

Indeed, the significance of this study lies in 

its analysis of this clash between the past and the 

present, and the emerging ne~us of forms. Moreover, the 

conclusions posited here point to a general validity in 
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the conteKt of continuity and change in Nayar marfiage 

and kinship practices in KeralB. 

Our study of the composition and character of 

the Nayar Tar-avad confi~'ms the al'gument of this 

researcher that the Taravad is a unilineBI descent group 

based on the principle of matrilineal descent. The 

Taravad comprised of al I the matrilineal descendants who 

claimed or were able to claim descent from .9. common 

female ancestress ... It is possible 

units in the Taravad sys tern, 

Lineage, and the Property group. 

to discern 

the Clan, 

The Clan is 

three 

the 

the 

largest matrilineal unit claiming a common but 

the 

,'emote 

genealogical ancestress, and bound by ritual 

pollutions of birth and death. Smaller segments of the 

Clan where the actual genealogical connections are 

traceable to a common known ancestress is called a 

Lineage: group is also eKogamous and bound by 

ritual pollution. [n turn, Lineages consist of sma I I e~' 

househ.:>lds, each a corpol'ate unit with a depth of thr-ee 

to eight generations from the ancestress to the youngest 

child, a I I staying together, eKogamolJs and bound by 

ritual pollution, which was known as the Property g~'oup. 

I t is discovered that the Clan, the Lineage and the 

Property group roughly correspond to the Dispersed 

g~'OlJP, thee Local group and the ~linim;3.1 group identified 

by Befu and Plotnicov as constituents of the unilineal 
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descent group. The Taravad. therefore, can be seen as a 

uni lineal descent group based on the principle of 

matrilineal descent. ~hen we take into .account only the 

Property group, however", i.t Is a. matrilinea.ge as well as 

a house and land unit. 

Notw i thstand lng, we find that a comple" 

process of change has been working on the institution of 

the Tal'avad. This study observes the emergence of the 

bi lateral. nuclear f am i I y • 47.G5 ~ of the e"isting 

al'", nucl",ar families, and this has begun to 

emerge as the leading pattern. 

However .. despite this trend towar"ds small",r 

units, the NaysI' family today does not resemble the 

westel'n nuclear family. The Taravad may seem to have 

disintegrated as a physical unit over the past two 

hundred years, but there seems to be no movement towards 

a patrilineal patrilocal pattern: 

t I'aced matri lineally. Matrilineal 

descent 

ties 

is 

are 

s ti 1 I 

s til I 

considered i.mportant when compared to affinal 

relationships, and women B.nd their children continue to 

remain members of their own Taravads. ['\ol'eovel', parents 

s til I prefer to stay with their daughters as the house 

is inherited by the daughter. Uh i Ie affinal 

relationships have become important, they have not taken 

precedence over consanguinal relationships. In othel' 
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words. the Taravad continues to be the focus of the 

emotional make up of the Nayal's of South kerala. 

The interplay of the forces of change has made 

an impact also Dn the marriage custDms and practices Df 

the Naya.,'s. In the t,'adttionai SY5 tern, the Nayal' 

marriage was comprised in toto the ral ikettukalyanam and 

the 5ambandaro. BDth had spec i f i 0 functions: the 

Talikettukalyanam W.a5 a rite of in I t tat ion. the 

perfDrmance of which was a pl'e-requtsite f 0,' the 

Sambs.ndam; it a Iso sert,.'ed to give the woman a ritual 

husband and the children a ritual father, in addition to 

strengthening the eKisting bond between the Machampikar 

Taravads. 

regarded 

Polyandrous 

permitted 

On the other hand, the 5ambandam was 

and practiced as a monogamous 

unions, mainly of the fraternal type, 

only with the Karanavan's permission; 

mainly 

un ion. 

were 

wh i Ie 

hypergamous allianoes, usually an eKoepticn than a rule. 

accepted only in respect of Nayal'-Namboodirl and 

Nayar-Kshatriya alliance, which enhanced the status of 

the Taravad. whereas sub-caste hypergamy did not meet 

with social approval. 

Present-day marriage practices bear traces of 

continuity 

pra.et ices. 

and cha.nge in terms of the traditiDnal 

Today" a Nayar marriage is still a social 

contract with little religious sanctity attached to it. 
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For people who have the means, mal'r Lages s t it I 

conducted at the home of the g L r L And atter her 

marriage, a woman and her children are still considered 

as members of her own Taravad. However" one OO:3t?t'ves an 

attempt to 'Hinduise' the marriaile by having fire 

- AgnL - as witness, and by having a priest to bless the 

Tali and the Pudava. In fact, the tying of the Tal i and 

the giving of the Pudava have been incorporated into the 

pre~ent-day marriage. Moreover, marriages ar-e referred 

to as Vlvaham or, more generally, as Kalyanam. In other 

words, unl ike in the past when marriage practices tended 

to vary, one observes a note ot uniformity being brought 

in, in the way a Nayar marriage is celebrated today. 

Another important change one finds is that the marriage 

bond has become monogamous, indicatinil "1 tab il lty. 

However. despite al I these changes, matI' i lineal ties are 

still considered important compared to the affinal ones. 

As mentioned earl ieI'. the Taravad. with its 

various kin relationships, continues to be the focus of 

the emotional make-up of thee Nayars. However, role-

relations 

undergone 

earlier, 

within the family and among kins have also 

observed change. I.lhii e it is true, as 

that there is a continuity with the old forms 

and the emergent family does not resemble the western 

elementary family, there has been a re-definition of the 

male ~ole. with the men today considerable 
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"",uthor ity. As patrilineal traits I Ike 

virginity and chastity of women, monogamy, fidelity and 

paternal authority ove f' f~h i 1 d f'en~ have been gaining 

importance. Consequen t i ,Y, clans, I i nea2es and ldndred 

are beginning to have reduced functions. and affinal 

relations have become important. Another impor·tant 

point to be noted here is regarding the traditional 

power of the mother's brother. and if he happened to be 

thee Karanauan. the erstwhile authority figure within 

the family, his powe,' was so st"ong tha.t he alone could 

decide the Sambandam partners and permit hypergamous 

alliances. Today, the mother's brother does not 

e)(ercise the same authority, and it has been noticed 

that if he is the Karanauan, he is caught between th" 

obligations and duties towards his matrilineal kin and 

towards his wife and chi ldren. The Karanavan's 

traditional power has vanished. 

However, despite the establishment of paternal 

"",uthority, matrilineal sentiment continues to be strong; 

despite the loss of the Karanavan'5 traditional power-

base, he continues to be a respected figure; and affinal 

relationships, though important, have not taken 

precedence over cDnsanguinal relationships. A I though 

the husband and his immediate fam i I Y have 

as constituting relatives. there is recognised 

indication or separate affinal kinship terms among 
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Nayars. On the other hand. relationships among the 

tJonsanguinees have not undel'gone drastic changes, 

particularly between the female members of the Taravad. 

Wh! Ie 

to 

the scenario has changed with families 

the cities in search of employment 

migrating 

(Idnship 

interaction in 03 uch being maintained through 

pi'eva! I letters), matrilineal sentiments continue to 

when, during the hoi idays, they tend to stay in the 

Taravad of the wife, and from there visit the husband's 

Taravad and his relatives. Thus, matril Ineal ties a.re 

s ti I I considered important when compared to affinal 

relationships. These factors, then, give the impression 

that there is no Indication towards a pa t r I I I nea 1 , 

pattern. What we do have pa t r I I oca I 

admixture of patrl lineal attitudes and 

sentiments. 

QUI' f ina I index of this battle 

is a cur iOU5 

matrilineal 

between the 

forces of continuity and change has been the position of 

women in society. This because it ha.s 

genera I 1 Y 

Nayar 

been conside,"ed that stl."'ons matrilineal 

sentiments, t.he presence of which this study has 

discussed at length, indicate an enhanced status for the 

woman .. I t is possible, therefore, to 

pf'ocess of cha.nge and the nat.ure of 

Gomparlng t.he pO!3 it ion of women in 

situation with that of the present day. 
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Sociai anth~opologlsts h~ve highlighted the 

f~eedom Nayar women had in choosing and dismissing 

S.amb.a.ndarn partners in the traditional set-up. However. 

this study has pl'oved that 1n Kil1manur. the area. of 

study, as well as in SOLlth Kerala, it was the Kar·anavan 

ot the Taravad who decided the Sambandam p.9. r t n e r s for 

the ladies of his Taravad and it was in his powers to 

accommodate anyone he deemed fit as a Sambandam 

in his Taravad, or dismiss him. [ n the 

partner 

changed 

situation. 

attitudes 

we have noted the importance of 

and the establishment of paternal 

patril ineal 

autho~ity. 

As such. the woman finds herself under the authority of 

her husband, mLlch as in the traditional system she was 

under the authority of the Karanavan. The present 

researcher" therefore, is of the view that rna t l' I I i ',y 

does not equal mat~iarchy. 

How-eve" ... " despite this handicap both in the 

traditional and present-day systems, the South Kerals. 

Nayar woma.n continues to enjoy a p r I v I leg ed status. 

This is especially true when compared with the status of 

her counterparts elsewhere in the count~y. Even today, 

as In the past, the birth of a female child is welcome, 

since she Is thought necessary for the continuance of 

the Ta~avad. An impo~tant contributory to the status of 

the woman has been the fact that, as in the pas t, she 
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" 

continues be co-parcener in the Taravad. F am i I Y 

property is s til I considered to be fot' the ma.lntl:?nat1ce 

of the woman in whose name it is held. and for her 

children. At the time of the division of p,'oper ty. it 

is thee woman who inherits the house. loIe have noted in 

our study that parents prefer to stay with their 

daughter5 

anything 

for tht" r e.a.s on. In the eventuality of 

happening to her husband. the woman and her 

children still have a place in their natal home. Thus, 

it is seen that the organic relationship a woman has 

with he~ Taravad and her possession of propertial rights 

have endowed the Nayar woman an important position in 

Nayar society, both in the traditional order and in the 

new circumstances. This has not changed. 

To conclude, this study of Nayar kinship and 

marriage practices reveals the forceful of 

several factors, social. economic and political in South 

Kerala, which has led to substantial changes in Naya.' 

soctety. However. the forces of change have been 

countered at every stage by the forces of the past, 

leading to a perva"ive cla"h between the forces of the 

past and those of the present. Uhat we have is a living 

eKample of a transition from a feudal to a 

structure~ where a society ha" a.ccepted, 

con"ciously and sometimes unconsciously, a 

change without relinquishing its be I ieEs 
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process of 
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systems rooted deep in its traditional past. An attempt 

has been made. and is continuing to be made. to steer a 

baiance between the past and the present, between 

continuity and change. 
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