



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































However, protection and security which women
enjoyed under the traditionai Tacavad system witherad
away with the introduction of private interests in  iland
and the concommitant division and atienation. The natal
gsecurity given by the Taravad was thus replaced in the
changing scenario by a new concept ot economic

independence as3nciated with employment and private

propertiy.
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CHAPTER VIlLHI

CONCLUSIONS OF THE STUDY

This study of marriage and kinship among the
Nayar families of Chootayil has given interesting
insights into the impact of change émﬂng the Nayvarz of
South Kerala. Taking the turn of thes century as the
baseiine year, and working on the basis of genealogical
data, participant observation, and a wide range of
secondary material, the study reveals that Nayar society
has been in the throes of change. it is seen that this
change has evidenced itself in the composition of the
tamily, the practice of marriage forms, the emergence of
modified kinship and marital relationships, the
interface between matrilineal strucfures and patrilineal
attitudes, and in the positicn of women. However, while
this change has been substantial and far-reachiang, the

hotd nf traditional form3s has net totally died out,

Indeed, the significance of this study lies in
its anatysis of this ciash between fthe past and the
present, and the emerging nexus of forms. Moreover, the

conclusions pogifted here point to a general validity in



the nontext of continuwity and change tn Navar marrliage

and kinship practices in Kerals.

bur study of the composition and character of
the Nayar Taravad confirms the srgument of this
researcner that the Taravad is a unilineal descent group
bagsed on the principle of matrilineal descent. The
Taravad comprised of all the matrilineai descendants who
claimed or were able to ciaim descént from a common
temale ancestress. It is possible tfto discern three
units in the Taravad sysgtem, viz., the Clan, the
Lineage, and the FProperty group. The Clan 1{is the
targest matrilineal unit claiming a common but remote
genealnglical anceatress, and bound by the ritual
pollutioneg of birth and death. Smallec¢ segmentsz of the
Cilan where the actual genealongical connections are
traceable to a common known ancestress is called a
Lineage: this group 1is also exogamous and bound by
ritual pollution. {n turn, Lineages conslist of smallse
housaholds, each a corporate unit with s depth ot three
to eight generations from the ancestressg to the youngest
child, all sftaying tegether, exogamous and bound by
ritual pollution, which was known as the Froperty group.
it ia dizcovered that the Clan, the Lineage and the
Property group roughly correspond te the Dispersed
group, thes Local group and the Minimal group ildentified

by Befu and Flotnicov as constituents of the unilineal
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descent group. The Taravad, therefore, can be seen as a

unilineal descent group based on the principle of

matrilineal descent. When we take into account only the

Property group, however, it i3 a matrilineage as wel) ag

a house and land unit.

Notwithstanding, we find that a complex

process of change has been working on the institution of
the Tarawvad. This stuady absefves the emergence of the
bilateral, nuclear family; 47.685 % of the existing
househoids are nuclear families, and this has begun to

emerge as the leading pattern.

However, despite tnts trend towards smaller
units, tha Nayar family today does not resembls the
western nuclear family. The Taravad may seem to have
disintegrated as a physical unit ocver the past two
hundred years, but there 3eems to be no movement fowards
a patrilineal patrilocal pattern: descent i3 =tilli
traced matrilineaily. Matrilineal tiez are atill
"considered important when comparead to affinail
relationships, and women and their children continue to
remain members of their own Taravads. Mareover, parents
still prefer to gstay with their daughters as ths house
is inherited by the daughter. Uhile affinal
relationahips have becomes important, they have not taken

precedence over consanguinal relationships. ln other
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words, the Taravad continues to be the focus of the

emotional make up of the Nayars of South Kerala.

The interpiay of the forces of change has made
an impact alsn on the marriage customs and practicea of
the Navars, In  the traditiaonal system, the Nayar

marriage was comprised in toto the Talikettukalyanam and

the Sambandam. Both had specific functions: the
Talikettukalyanam was a ri£e of inltiation, the
performance of which was a pre-reguizite for the
Sambandam it ai3n served to give the woman a rituat

husband and the children a ritual father, in addition to
strengthening the existing band between the Machampikar
Taravads. On the other hand, the Sambandam was mainly
regarded and practiced as a monogamous union.
Polyandrous wuniens, mainly of the fraternal type, ware
permitted only with the Karanavan's permizsion; whilem
hypergamous alliances, usually an exceptlon than a rule,
were accepted only in respect of Nayar-Hamboodirl and
Nayar-Kshatriya alliance, which enhanced the ztatus of
the Taravad, whereas zub-caste hypergamy 3i3d not meet

with social approval.

Fresenrt-day marriage practices bear traces of
continuity and change in terms of the traditional
practices. Today,, a Hayar marriage ig atlill a soclal

contract with little religious sanctity attached to it.
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For peopie who have the means, marrctages are atili
conducted at  the home of the girl. And atter her
marriage, a woman and her children are still considersd
as members ot her onwn Taravad. However, one observes an
attempt to ‘Hinduise' the marriage by having fire
- Agni - a3 witness, and by having a priest to bless ihe
Tali and the Pudava. In fact, the tying of the Tali and
the giving nof the Pudava have been incorporated into the
precent-day marriage. Moreover, marriages are referred
to as Vivaham or, more generally, as Kalyanam. Iin other
words, uniike in the past when marriage practices tended
to vary, one observes a note of uniformlty being brought
in, in the way a Nayar marriage iz celebrated today.
Another lmportant change one tinds i2 that the marriage
bond has become monogamous, indicating stability.
Howsver, despite all theze changes, matrillneal tiezs are

stitl considered important compared to the atfinal ones.

As mentioned earlier, the Taravad, with its
various kin relationships., continuea to b2 the focus af
the emotional make-up nf thee Nayars. However, role-
relations within the family and among kins have =aiso
undergone change. While it 1is true, as obzerved
earlier, that there is a continuity with the ovid {ftorms
and the emergent famnily does nof resemble the western
elementary family, there has been a re-definition aof the

male rnle, with the men today exercising considerable
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authority. Az a result, patrilineal traits iike
virginity and chastity of women, monogamy, fidelity and
paternai authority opver children, have Dbeen gaining
importance. Consequentiy, cians, lineages and kindred
are beginning to have reduced functions, and affinal
reilations have become important. Another Important
point to be noted here is regarding the traditional
power of the mother's brother, and it he happenesed to be
thee Karanavan, fthe erstwhile authority flgure within
the family, his power was so strong that ne alone could
decide the Sambandam partners and permit hypergamous
alliances. Today, the mother's brothar does not
exercise the same authority, and i1t has been noticed
that if he is the Karanavan, he i3 caught between the
obligations and duties towards hizs matrilineal kin and
towards his wife &8nd children. The Karanavan's

tradiftional power has vanisghed.

However, despite the establishment of paternal
authority, matrilineal =s=enftiment continues to bhe 3frong;
despite the loss of the Karanavan's traditionai power-

base, he continues fto be a respected figurej; and atfinal

relationshipsz, though important, have notk taken
precedence puver conganguinal relationships. Al though
the husband and his immediate family have been
recognised as econstituiting relatives, theres ig no

indication or separate affinal kinghip terms among the
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Nayars. On  the other hand, relationships among the
roansanguineas have naot uwundergons drastic changesz,
particularly between the female members of the Taravad.
White the scenario has changed with tamilies migrating
to the cities in search of empioyment {kinship
interaction in =such wcases being maintained through
letters), matrilineal gentiments continue to prevall
when, during the hetlidays, they tend to stay in the
Taravad of the wife, and from there visit the husband's
Taravad and his relatives. Thus, matrilineal ties are
still considered important when compared to affinal
relationships. These factors, then, give the impression
that there is no indication towards a patrilineal,
patrilocal pattern, What we do have i2 a curious

admixture of patrilineal attitudes and matrilineal

sentiments.

Ourp final index of this battle between the

forceg of continuity and change has been the pasition of

women in MNayar society. This ia because it has
generally been consldered that strong matrilineal
sentiments, the presence of which this study has

discugsed at length, indicate an enhanced status tor the
woman, it iz posaible, therefore, to understand the
process of change and the nature of its impact by
comparing the position of women in fthe traditional

situation with that of the present day.
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Sociali anthropologists have highlighted the
treedom MNayar women had in chonsing and dismisging
Sambandam partner2 in the traditional set-up. However,
this study has proved that in Kilimanur, the area ot
study, as well as in South Kerala, it was the Karanavan
ot the Taravad who decided the Sambandam psrtners for
the ladies of his Taravad and it was in his powers te
acocommodate anyone he deemed fit as a_Sambandam partner
in his Taravad, or dismiss him. In  the changed
situgation, we have noted the lmportance of pateiliineal
attitudes and the gstabilishment of paternai authority.
A3 such, the woman finds hersetf under the authority of
her hushand, much as in the traditional system she was
under the autherity of the Karanavan. The present

researcher, therefore, is of the view that matriliny

does net egual matriarchy.

However, despite this handicap both in the
traditional and present-day systems, the South Keratlsa
Nayar woman continuea fo enjoy a privileged status,
This is especially true when compared with the status of
her counterparts elsewhere in the country. Even tonday,
as in the past, the birth of a femaie child is welicone,
since she i3 thought neceszary for the continuance of
the Taravad. An impertant contributory to the status of

the woman has been the fact that, a5 in the past, she
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continuee to  be co-parcener in  the Taravad. Family

property s still considered to he tor the maintenance
ot the woman in whoze name {1 is held, and for her
children. At the time of the division ot propsarty, it
iz thee woman whno inherits the house. We have noted in

our study thsat parents prefer to stay with their
daughters ftor this reason. ln the eventuality ot
anything happening to her husband, the woman and her
children still have a place in their natal home. Thusa,
it is seen that the organic relationship a woman has
with her Taravad and her pn3sesszion of propertial rights
have endowed the Nayar woman an important position ina
Nayar snciety, both in the ftraditional order and in the

new circumstances. This has not changed.

To conclude, thig study of Nayar kinship and
marringe practices reveais the forecetul interplay of
zeveral factors, soclal, economic and political in South
Kersla, which has led to substantial changes {n Nayar
sociatly. However, the forces of change have been
countered at every stage by the forces of the past,
leading to a pervasive clash between the forces of the
past and those of the present. What we have is a living
example of a transition from a feudal fto a more open
structure, where a society has acecepted, sometimes
conscionugly and sometimes uncpnsciously, a process  of

change without relinguishing its beliefs and value
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syatems rooted deep in 1ts traditlonal past. An aftempt
has been made, and is confinuing to be made, to steer =&
balance betwean the past and tha present, betwean

continulity and change.
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