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PREFACE.

—

In issuing the third and concluding vo-
lume of the annals of Madras in the Olden
Time, the compiler has to do little more
than express his gratification at having
completed his original design of illustrating
the history of the Presidency by means of
the Government Records, from the period
of the first foundation of Fort St. George
in 1639, down to the occupation of Madras
by the French in 1746-48. The facilities
afforded him by the Madras Government,
have thus enabled him to fill up a blank in
the history of India, and to supply authen-
tic illustrations of that century of which
there had been previously no published
record worthy of the name; and he sin-
cerely trusts that the labour” of love upon
which he has been engaged will afford some
pleasure to his readers, as well as add to
their knowledge of the doings in the Presi-
dency in the days Iong gone by.

The present volume, which is somewhat
thicker than either of its predecessoxs, pos-
sesses some peculiarities to which attention
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may be specially drawn. Besides a com-
plete alphabetical index of names to all the
three volumes, a curtious collection of quaint
oid rules and regulations has been added
in the shape of an appendix. Above all
the writer has been able to present his
readers with 2 copy of a valuable map of
“Madras and its Environs in the year
1733,” representing the actual condition
of the Presidency as it was about a hun-
dred and thirty years ago. This map
was originally drawn during the admin-
istration of Governor George Morton Pitt,
and has been preserved in the depar
ment of the Chief Engineer. Moreover, in
order to illustrate the changes which have
taken place since that period, a correspond-
ing map has been drawnon the same sheet
of ¢ Madras and its Environs in the present
year of grace 1861.” At the same time two
plans of the Fort St. George at correspond-
ing dates are exhibited on the same sheet.
For this map, which so exactly illustrates
the outward appearance of Madras in the
Olden Time, the compiler and his readers
are equally indebted to the Madras Govern-
ment.

In thus announcing the completion of

the first series of *“ Madras in the Olden
Time,” the compiler by no means wishes
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it to Le inferred that his labours on the
Records of this Presidency have been
brought to a close. A glorious half cen-
tury yet remains, which commences with
the conquest of the Carnatic, and ends with
the fall of Seringapatam, and final triumph
of the British arms from sea to sea. But
this period requires a ditferent treatment
from that which has been adopted in dealing
with the history of the preceding century.
The political and military transactions
of the period have already perhaps been
sufficiently narrated by Orme, Wilks, Duff,
and other writers, whose names and works
are alike generally known. Accordingly
it has been deemed expedient to commence
an entirely new work, which shall be alto-
gether independent of the present annals.
But this proposed plan is not yet suffi-
ciently matured, and indeed, the engage-
ments of the compiler demand a brief brea-
thing time. However, in thus presenting
the public with the completion of his first
work on the history of this Presidency,
he may be permitted to express a hope
that but a short time will elapse before he
may be able to resume his historical illus-
trations of Madras in the Olden Time.

MADRAS,
18th December 1861.
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HISTORY OF THE MADRAS
PRESIDENCY-

CHAPTER XXXV,
GOVERNORSHIP OF MR. JAMES MACRAE.
1727.

In the previous volume we brought the annals
of Mr. Macrae’s government down to the middle
of 1727. The present chapter comprises extracts
from the records of six months only, namely the
consultation books of the latter half of the year 1727,
the selections we have made are almost entirely
confined to three subjects. First, to the general
survey of the houses, gardens, and other tenements
within the Company’s territories, which was car-
ried out this year by a Committtec acting in three
divisions. Secondly, to the case of a Mr. Colin
Campbell, who having lost large sums by specu-
lating in the South Sea Company and other bub-
" bles of the day, had betaken himself to Madras to
retrieve his fallen fortunes ; and who, being called
upon to give his reasons for not paying the sums
he owed in England, delivered in such a singularly
well written explanation of his circumstances, that
we have thought proper to preserve his narrative
entire, Thirdly, to the remodelling of the Mavor’s

1
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Court, which was granted by the Royal Charter
of 1726, and was carried ount this year in the
Madras Presidency.

Governor Maerac’s survey of the town and
suburbs of Madras, as they were some hundred
and thirty years ago, may be best understood by
reference to the consultation of 19th December,
1726, in which the following entry appears.

« Monday, 19th December, 1726, The President
moves that a general survey may be made of all
houses, tenements, gardens and grounds, within
the extent of the Honorable Company’s bounds,
that are not formed and comprehended under a
cowle from them, in order to a better proportioned
assessment, and for improving and making more
effectual in future the revenue of Quit rent and
Scavenger’s duty ; which is agreed to as the most
effectual expedient, and nrost conducive to the ends
proposed. And it be an instruction to the Gentle-
men appointed to make this survey, that they do
make inquiry into the present value of houses,
gardens, and other tenements ; what quit rent or
scavenger’s duty they now pay; and what those
that are not assessed ought to pay in proportion
to the value or produce. Alsoto mquire into the
circumstances of the inhabitants, in order that an
additional sum may be raised, if practicable to the -
Company ; and that the poor may be released by
easing them, and assessing the wealthy who are
able to bear it higler.

“ Resolved that Messrs. Turner, Emmerson,
Fowke, Hubbard, Houghton, and Pyot do make
the said survey; that they act two and two toge-
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ther, dividing the whole extent of the bounds in
three divisions ; and that they report the same the
5th of April next, because the Company’s imme-
diate service will not permit them to perfect it
sooner.”

The reports of the three several Committees were
not delivered in till the 27th of June, 1727. These
reports we shall give at length, as they throw con-
siderable light upon the condition of the Native
inhabitants generally, and especially upon the
state of sanitary reform in the olden time. It will
be seen that the Committee of six was required to
act in three divisions of two members each; each
division taking up a particular part of the-Com-
pany’s territory. At the conclusion of their
labours each division sent in a book of assessment
which does not appear to have been presery-
ed ; accompanied by a separate report already
mentioned. Of the threc reports it will be re-
marked that the third and last is by far the best,
and a sort of story belongs to it. The two Com-
mittee men appointed in that particular survey were
both carried away by death; and Mr, Samucl
Hyde was appointed to undertake their duty sing-
ly. Mr. Hyde was strongly recommended to the
Madras Government by the Court of Directors
when first sent out to India ; both on account of
his superior qualifications and the very high family
to which he belonged. Mr. Hyde appears to have
been a member of the great Clarendon family,
which presented vicissitudes as extraordinary as
those in the life of Governor Macrae. Anne liyde,
daughter of the great Chancellor, had been the
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first wife of James II; and if we mistake not, her
grandmother was a village girl who many years be-
fore had gone to London to seek her fortune as
a domestic servant. But we have no space to
dwell upon the general vicissitudes of families, and
at once proceed to extract the reports of the Com-
mittee of Survey.

The report of the South and Eastern division
was as follows.

“To the Honorable James Macrae, Esq., and
Council.

“ Honorable Sirs,

¢ In pursuance to your orders of Council of the
19th of last December, we now lay before your
Honors our Book of Assessment on the division
which fell to our lot ; which were all the Com-
pany’s bound to the southward of the White Town,
one side of the Choultry Street, and all the Black
Town within the walls to the eastward of the
Choultry Street.

 Qur foresaid Book of Assessmeunt will show
your Honors the sums the several houses and gar-
dens were rated as in the last Rent Roll; and in
the said Book you will likewise observe what sums
we have now put on the said houses and gardens,
both for Quit rent and Scavenger’s duty.

“ In going through the several streets of the
Black Town we had the cries of many poor widows
and decayed people, which obliged us out of chari-
ty and compassion to ease them what we could ;
and that the amount of the Company’s duty of
Quit rent and Scavenger’s daty might be made
more certain and not decrease, we were necesSitat-
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ed to put on the rich the small sums we took of
the poor. Some were so poor that we were oblig-
ed to take all off ; others we eased by taking off a
few fanams. These persons are described in one
of the columns of our Book of Assessment by the
words ‘“ very poor,” being wrote over against the
persons’ names ; and those which we eased by only
taking off a part of the duty, are described by the
word * poor’’ being wrote over against their names.

“ We once thought that calling in the Bills of
sale for the Black inhabitants house, would have
helped us in making a more proportionable assess-
ment than formerly ; but upon their being brought
us we found most of them to DLe old bills of a
great many years standing, amounting to small
sums of money ; so that on viewing the several
houses, we found the greatest part of them had
been made new and large houses long since the date
of the bills of sale. Wherefore we were forced to
proportion our assessment by the largeness and
value of their houses, and ability of the possessors,
as near as we could judge.

“Our new assessment within our division
amount to 10 pagodas 6 fanams inthe Quit rent
more than in the last Rent Roll ; and in the Scaven-
ger’s duty it comes to 15 fanams less. We should
have been willing to have made a greater increase
in these branches of the Company’s revenues, could
we have judged the inhabitants in circumstances to
bear it.

“In and about Triplicane we found 67 houses
and gardens which had no Quit rent laid upon
them ; so that we assessed each of them as near
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as we could judge the value of them, and it
amounts to 165 pagodas 31 fanams. These gardens
have most of them been made out of sandy spots of
'ground, and are a great improvement to the place ;
but are as near as we can learn more an expense
to the owners than any real gain to their estates.
 We have gone through all the streets in Tri-
. plicane Town but could find very few houses to
i assess ; the inhabitants thereof being mostly Brah-
mins, maintained by the merchants, and poor pain-
ters, gardeners, and other labouring people.
*“Thus having given your Honors an account of
our transactions in obedience to your orders of
Council, we hope for your favourable approval
thereof as no pains or fatigue therein have been
spared by
Honourable Sirs,
Your most obedient humble Servants,
NatuanNisL TurxER.
JouN EmMERsoN.
Fort St. George, 26th June, 1727.”
The second report seems to have referred {o the
West and Northern division, and was as follows.
¢ Honorable Sirs,
¢ The division which fell to our lot was the west-
ern part of the Black Town within the walls from
4 the Choultry Street ; also all the Mutteal pettah, and
what gardens and grounds stretching out as far
as the garden commonly called Addison’s Garden,
now Sunca Ramal’s, on one side of the road, to
Pulicat and Narrain’s on the other. Through
all which we have been, and shall give you a des-
cription thereof as we found them, and of the
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methods we have taken to concur with your inten-
tions.

“ [u the Black Town we find 638 houses; the
former Quit rent and Scavenger’s duty laid thercon,!
both amounted to 613 pagodas and 7 fanams,
which we have now raised to 637 pagodas and 9
fanams, the difference is 24 pagodas and 2 fanams.

‘ In the Mutteal pettah are 1405 houses, and ‘
among them we believe there are not ten worth
300 pagodas each, and the inhabitants all misera-
bly poor. Some are Carpenters, Peons, and Coolies,
and great numbers of beggars and Brahmins, who
live in straw huts on the sand upon charity.
Others are poor widows and children, who threw
themselves at our feet as we passed along. We took
off these sort of people a few fanams, aud shared
it among those whom we thought, by the appear-
ance of their houses and the information we could
get of their circumstances, better able to bear it.
The former Quit rent and Scavenger’s duty to-
gether amounted to 410 pagodas and 3 fanams;
the present amount to 457 pagodas and 29 fanams.
So that we have raised lere 47 pagodas and 26
fanams ; and we humbly offer our opinioun, it is
as much as possible can be done without distres-
sing the subjects.

“'To the northward of this Mutteal pettah are .
26 gardens, two whereof are under cowle ; viz.

Maria Pois, which pays pagodas 70 per annum,

The Company’s Garden......... 851 do.

Total... 421
by this no one thinks the renters can get any thing,
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¢ The amount of the other threc gardens was
28 pagodas and 9 fanams, which we bave now
raised to 51 pagodas and 27 fanams ; so that the
increase is 23 pagodas and 18 fanams.

* One of our Chetty’s gardens produces mno-
thing, being at present but a heap of sand ; never-
theless we have laid on him but one pagoda per
annum ; also the garden of Chiniah Muttiah.

““We are of opinion what part of this revenue
has been every year wrote oft to profit and loss, which
commonly amounted to 200 or 300 pagodas, hap-
pened thus : That whereas the Rental general and
Scavenger has always made up his roll in August
for the year following ; before which is expired
great numbers of people generally die in debt, and
leave nothing but a poor widow and children, who
are forced to suffer their pots and pans to be sold
topay 3 or 4 or half a dozen fanams Quit rent ;
and some there are that have nothing but the bare
mat they lie on ; that we cannot see how it can be
avoided among such multitudes of poor people,
and such a large sum of money to be collected in
such small driblets.

¢ The care and method we have taken in this
affair we hope will meet your Honor’s approba-
tion ; having duly had at heart our Honorable
Master’s future interest whose we are, and

Your Honors
Most obedient humble servants,
RaxpaL FowkeE,
James HusBarDp.’
The third, and most important report of all, re-
ferred to the Central division of Black Town, and

3
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was written as hefore said by Mr. Samuel Hyde.
It was as follows.
“ Honorable Sir and Sirs,

* In compliance to your Honor’s order for finish-
ing the survey of that part of the Black Town
called the Pedda Naick Pettah, formerly under the
direction of Messrs. Houghton and Pyot deceased,
{ herewith present a new Roll of rates for the
same ; whereby will appear such alterations as I
have thouo’ht necessary for the relief of the poor and
benefit to the Honorable Company : the whole
amounting to 1329 pagodas 19 fanams; and the
advance gained thereby 85 pagodas and 26 fanams ;
which I believe is the” most the inhabitants can
bear, and is submitted to your Honors for your
approbation.

‘¢ As the annual and strenuous recommendation
from the Honorable Court of Directors to this Pre-
sidency, for preventing of the bad debts yearly out-
standing on the Scavenger’s account, have been
the chief motives for vour Honor's appointing this
survey ; I have carefully examined how those debts
have arose, and found the whole remains of the
last years to be 174 pagodas, 17 fanams and 40
cash ; of which above 60 pagodas arises from per-
sons leaving their houses uninhabited ; the humour
of the people being snch, that in cases of mortality
or misfortunes they had rather go up the country,
and suffer their honses to decay many years for
want of repairs, than sell them out of “the family.
The Scavenger can have no defence against such
loss, and though the said debts are wrote off for
that vear, vet the annual rates of these houses are

2
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continued in the succeeding Rent Roll, though it
1s uncertain when the owners will return. The
same T may say of the many places in the Black
Town and Pettah, that bave continued empty wish-
out houses or improvement thereon for many years,
as may be observed in the Roll now presented ; all
which were charged according to the old rates
amountiug to upwards of 35 pagodas, though the
Scavenger had little probability of receiving any
part of k. The reason that has been given for this
custom is, that by continuing them on thc Rent
Roll they may the better remember the old tax
that was laid on such grounds, and to endeavour a
recovery of the same, when-the owner shall return ;
though I never yet knew or heard of such debts so
recovered, and it is to be feared the multiplicity of
such vacant places may in time lay waste great
part of the Black Town. The owners of many of
them are unknown, and out of memory ; and others
wominally known, yet no onc knows where to
find them, or how to apply for the purchasing
their grounds, and consequently the grounds must
be useless. Whereas were these grounds publiely
sold for the payment of the Company’s Quit rent,
and the overplus deposited in the Company’s cash
for the benefit of such as shall hereafter make good
their claims; such places would be rebuilt or im-
proved, and the whole Town in a constant emaploy.

“ The rest of the bad debts arise {rom the poverty
of the inhabitauts, of whom thousands that pay the
Company half a fanam and upwards per month,
kave no better means of supporting themselves and
{amilies than by Leating rice, cooly hire, and such
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low business. DBy which the mest industrious
cannot gain above 18 to 20 fanams per montk,
with rice from their friends and rclations.

“The unfortunate death of Messrs. Houghton
and Pyot, late Scavengers, having prevented their
good intentions in representing many inconveni-
ences arising from the cvil customs now practiced
in the Black Town, and the better management of
that business for the future ; I therefore beg leave
to mention what of them I can remember to have
heard proposed, had they survived the report now
made to this Honorable Board.

< It Ras been a frequent complaint to the Sca-
venger that, notwithstanding the great asscssment
with which the inhabitants are yearly charged, the
streets are yet in a most abominable and filthy
condition ; which I presume will be found to arise
from the insufferable custom of the inhabitants—
in the streets; their perpetually throwing out of
ashes and house dirt ; their hogs and buftaloes and
horses in the streets, all which make a constant
litter, which the small number of carts allowed by
the Company connot clear away. Wherefore I
humbly propose that an order be issued that no
person whatever be suffered to make free in the
streets ; or keep any hogs, buffaloes or horses, but
in their compounds; and for the better and more
easy carrying away the dirt and ashes which is tle
produce of every house, I should think it but «
small trouble for the several inbabitants to carry
their dirt to some one or more places that shall be
appeinted for a general dunghill in cvery street,
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which the Scavenger can take care to have re-
moved every morning.

“ 1t is a most grievous custorn for every house
1o have a sink hole to receive the house water;
which are dug in the open street, and lie uncovered
in the passages, or perbaps two or three long
stones cast over them, but yet not sufficient to
prevent the passengers and espeeially children from
falling into them, Besides the intolerable stench
that proceed from them is so very strong, that it
is justly complained of as one of the greatest
nuisances in the Black Town ; and yet is easily re-
medied by obliging” such persons to cover them,
and that in such a manner as to be on a level with
the foot path.

“The wells have not been publicly repaired
since Governor Collet’s time ; and are now become
dangerous to young persons that draw water, and
by scattering the water make a dirty kennel in the
street ; encouraging the hogs to wallow and vermin
to breed in them ; all which were formerly reme-
died by repairing the wells, and to which I find
the neighbours are willing to contribute according
to their abilities.

“ The frequent encroachments in the streets
grow so general, that without care be timely taken
the passages will become too narrow for pas-
sengers, and pernicious to the health of the Town
in so warm a climate. Almost every house lately
built has encroached further into the street, by en-
larging the house, or by raising pials of two and a
half feet high, and other parade before the doors,
of stone or brick, from 10 to 20 inches higher
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than the common path and from 6 to 9 feet into
the strect, which serve only for the makers’ use
and throw off the passengers. Whereas were the
same stone or brick work on a level with the path
(as in the White Town), they would be as a
general pavemnent. There are innumerable Smiths,
Cajan’s shops and Sheds, Buttecas, and small
brick houses, built against the front of other largze
houses which come six or eight feet into the street,
and are from eight to sixteen feet long, which pay
no Quit-rent to the Company. Likewise several
parcels of large stones or timbers, planks and pal-
meiras, all which are so many encroachments upon
the streets, and turn aside the passengers.

“ Many persons expose to sale cloth, brass
ware, and sther goods, by spreading of matting
&e, in the middle of the strect, which pester the
passage, and can be of nwo account but saving
Butteca tent; while the Honorable Company’s
Buttecas remain neglected, to the loss of the But-
teca farmer, and the lessening of that revenue to
the Honorable Company.

“ These are what have fallen under my observa-
tion, and though they may seem in themselves
trifling, yet as I do not doubt but they will con-
tribute very much to the wholesomeness, beauty,
and good order of the city, T hope your lionors
will excuse the presentation from

Honorable Sir and Sirs,
Your most faithful and
cbedient humble Servaut,
Samver Hype.”
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No immediate action seems to have resulted from
these reports, bevond the sale by public outery of
some lands wherc the ownership was doubtful;
but the reports themselves will no doubt be found
very interesting, especially to those of our readers
who are familiar with the present state of Black
Town, or who have taken an active part in sani-
tary reform.

Our next extracts, referring to the peculiar case
of Mr. Colin Campbell, will explain themselves.
The name is certainly a remarkable one, at the pre-
sent moment, though we believe not uncommon in
Scotland ; and would seem to indicate that the
gentleman in question belonged to the smme family
as the present Lord Clyde. The circumstances of
the case arc best explained by the following entry
in the eonsultations.

 Monday, 3rd July, 1727. The Honorable the
< Court of Directors, having in their letters by the
Priucess of Wales’” ordered us to assist Captain
John Haye and others in the recovery of debts
from Mr. Colin Campbell to a very considerable
amount, the said Colin Campbell was called be-
fore us and payment demanded. Whereupon he
delivered in writing an answer, importing in sub-
stance that the satd Captain Johu ¥aye had no
reason to treat him the said Colin Campbell in so
scurvy a manner ; that the whole of what he
brought out with him was less than £300 ; that he
spent a part thereof for payment of his dishurse-
ments at Deal and other places, and part for his
passage money ; that the remainder was most of it
expended here before he could get an emeploy, and
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that when he had one, the small adventure and
little advantage he made thercon did but barely pay
his table expenses in the voyage ; so that he hath
now left scarce any thing more than to pay his pas-
sage to Europe, whither he says he proposes to go.

¢ The answer of Mr. Campbell was ordered to
be entered ; and it was agreed, that as every one
of us are fully convinced of the truth thereof, that
we so allow Mr. Campbell to go to Europe if he
please ; and that he be rot olested here on ac-
count of the said demand, since he is desirous of
returning to England where the claims may be
demanded the same.”

"The letter of Mr. Colin Campbell to Governor
Macrae and Council was as follows. The reader
will scarcely fail to remark upon the superiority of
the diction over most of the extracts we have made
from the records.

« Honoralle Sirs,

* Being commanded to deliver in writing an
answer to some charges and demands laid against
me from England, and lately transmitted hither ;
1 shall here give as true a state of those affairs as.
the distance of time and remoteness from my
books and papers will allow ; being the same in
substance with what I informed the Honorable the
President and Council by word of mouth upon ex-
amination. 1 therefore declare to the best of my
knowledge as follows.

* Captain John Haye, having presented a peti-
tion to the Honorable the Court of Directors for
the affairs of the East India Company against me,
wherein he has stated the affair between him and
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e in the basest manner, and has represented me
in a very unjust and odious character ; T am ob-
liged in my own vindication to be somewhat more
particular in relation to him than I ever intended.
In the general I might safely appeal for a charac-
ter before my misfortunes to all the Gentlemen
who knew me in this army in Spain, the latter end
of the late Queen’s reign, and to all those of the
garrisons in Minorca after that time ; to the bigh-
est of whom 1 had the honowr to be well known,
and served in many different stations both in Ca-
talonia and Port Mahon without blemish or re-
proach ; and my character is sufficiently known in
London, not to have ever given any room for such
base and malicious reflections as have been thrown
upon me by that Gentleman ; and had I been
guilty during the general infatuation in South Sea
time, and in time of my greatest necessities, of
contributing to the hurt of others, lknowingly and
wilfully, I should be the first to condemn myself,
and could not find fault with such as would join
in the same accusation against me. But I cannot
.help thinking it the severest of all calamities, to
have my reputation in danger of being destroy-
ed, by drawing me in so very bad colours ; and
that my misfortunes, a fate almost universal and
common to thousands besides me at that time,
should be charged upon me as a crime. The far
greater part of persons engaged in dealings at that
unlucky juncture were involved in the same ruin,
and consequently proved the unhappy occasion of
making many others share in their sufferings,
which was also my most unfortunate case.
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“ A great many years are past since Captain
Have and I were first acquainted, having served to-
gether in the same Regiment for sometime at Port
Mahon, where it was well known what offices of
friendship I did him ; but more particularly by
venturing my whele fortune by my eredit with
Mr. Neale, then Pay Master General, to raise him
from an Ensign to Captain, at a time when not
one person would give him the least assistance
cither by their money or credit. Many years after
that, I having sold out of the army and settled in
London, Captain Haye arrived there in the South
Seca year 1720 ; and hearing that I was in very
flourishing circumstances, he came to me to ask
advice how to employ a sinall sum of money, not
exceeding as I can remember £600. My opinion
was to put it into South Sea stock, then upon the
rise ; but he chose rather to put it into my hands,
begging me to allow him good interest for it.
To serve him I cowplied with his request, paying
him for some months 10 per ceut per month. He
having gained considerably by these meaus, I
thought it unreasonable for himn to expect that I
should always keep it at so high a premium, and so
very much above what any body else would allow,
and therefore made him take his money back
again. Upon which he bonght a bargain in York
Buildings Stock for time ; but it happening to fall
considerably before the term of payment came, he
complained to me that he and his fanily were
ruined if I did not help him ; and did by his im-
portunity prevail upon me to deliver him from
that bargain and to take it wpon myself, which

R4
v
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was an actual loss to me of £400 ; that being the
difference between the price of the Stock at the
time he purchased it and the time I paid for it.
After this he teazed me till I took his money a
second time, being about £807, but at lower
usury, being at the rate of 3 or 4 per cent per
mensem. 1f I remember right, sometine after-
wards he, having raised some money by taking in
subscriptions from sundry persons to a Bubble
called the North Sea; which he did by giving
notes promising so much North Sea Stock for
money received, at the same time sinking six
pence on every half crown, for his notes run only
two shillings for a half crown paid him ;—with
rooney raised in this manner, he bought £330 in
South Sea Stock. This happening soon to fall in
la very precipitant manner, he came to me about
the beginuing of September, complaining iu his
wonted style, that he and his family would be
ruincd if I did not help him in this distress, by
taking that Stock off his hands. I refused it on ac-
count of being too deeply concerned in Stocks al~
ready. He then proposed that I should buy it of
him at time, allowing him an advance; to which
he pressd me with great earnestness, and pre-
vailed upon me to give a bond for said £330 Stock,
to pay him £2600 in three months; being a very
extravagant advance. Stocks falling soon after to
a very low rate, involved me in utter ruin, and
put it absolutely out of my power to comply with
that or other bargains I had then depending. As
to the sum of £300 which I had taken at the
abovementioned usury, I did all that was in my
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power, even after T was ruined, to clear it ; which
my wife and I did to near £400, as by his re-
ceipts appears. She out of compassion to his
family sold some of her jewels t o raise him money ;
and sometime after, when I had no way to tind
more, I gave him pictures and other things to the
value of the remainder of my note. But he, not
waiting for a proper time to dispose of them, sold
for five and twenty pounds, as he acquainted me,
what cost me about four hundred pounds some
years before, By all which it appears, that of all
my creditors, Captain laye has the least reason
to persecute me, though the only one that has done
it, and though since my misfortunes, I having often
reduced myself to the last necessities to supply
him. His troubles, which he maliciously imputes
to me, are chiefly owing to his frandulent manage-
ment in the North Sea Bubble, as above related.
‘ As to his charge of my carrying large suwms
of money with me to India, nothing can be more
ridiculous and inconsistant. Can it be supposed
that any man in his senses would part with his
family, country, and friends, and at my age, to live
in India under dependance on strangers, aud eujoy
%0 large a fortune as £30,000, as he used to give
out in all places when I was at home. Had I
been possessed of so much money, could I not
have retired to many parts in Europe, where 1
might have lived more at my ease and satisfaction,
in case my creditors would not have suffered me to
do so in England. But what shows the falsehood
as well as malice of that charge to a demoustration is
this. Had I been possessed of any suins of money,



20 RISTORY OF MADRAS. (848

the law would eertainly have given him as well as
others a right to them ; and sure I am he left no
methods untried to find out and seize all he could
of mipe while he was in England.  But it is very
easy for any person coneerned to know, if they
please, what money 1 brought abroad with me.
All T had was delivered into Captain Charles
Snall’s hands, with whom I came out hither ;
which was a very small sum, and was les-
sened before 1 got to this place by my ex-
pences at Deal, Portsmouth, and aboard ship;
and my living eut of business for above a
twelve month after my arrival here exhausted the
little money I brought out with me. When by
favour of the Honorable Governor I went to China
last vear, I carried but a small sum with me,
which I took up at 16 per cent Respondentia, and
which produced not much more than defrayed the
expence of my table and other charges to and
from China. So that at present I have not more
than will enable me to pay my passage back to
England, and answer my expences here, till I can
meet with a favourable opportunity to return.

<« Asto Mr. Wordsworth’s and Mr. Heathcote’s
demands, I am very sensible that they would not
have given me any trouble had not Captain Haye
saised such false and malicious reports of iny flying
to India with large sums of nonev ; they having
never given me any disturbance the four vears }
was in England from the time of my misfortunes,
for which I reckon myself extremely obliged to
them. I believe they were then convinced of the
baduess of my circumstances, as well as of my in-
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clination to do all that was in my power ; having
given them for a further security all the stock I
had left. There were many sums of money due to
me ; upon account of bargains in stocks and
otherwise; but I was mnot able to recover
above £200 of all that was owing me, and my cir-
cumstances did not permit me to carry on law suits
to endeavour to recover any more. 1 gave those
Gentlemen such securities for their money as they
judged very good at that time, and which then
sold above the value of the sum borrowed ; and by
the contracts and defeazances passed between us,
they had full power and authority without my con-
sent, to sell said securities and pay themselves at
what time they pleased. But it wasa great mis-
fortune to them and me that they did not sell
those securities, as they were empowered to do. 1
came to India with no other view than to try my
last and utmost endeavour to get money, in order to
give some satisfaction to those gentlemen and
others ; being unwilling to have any reason to re-
proach myself with having neglected any means,
or the least probability of any that might put it in
my power to do justice to those that suffer by my
misfortunes. To this view T sacrificed all the
ease and happiness I was possessed of, and sub-
mitted to a voluntary banishment, and to the great-
est distance from my family, friends and country.
It is unfortunate for my creditors as well as me
that my design has miscarried ; there remaining
nothing now to do in these parts ; so that I pro-
pose to return in some months, and shall very
willingly give all my creditors a fair state of my
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cirenmstances as soon as it pleases God to bring
me safe back to England.

« All the above related particulars, I declare to
be true to the best of my memory and knowledge.

CoLiN CAMPBELL.”
Fort St. George, July 8th 1277.”

We now turn to the third and last subject in
the present chapter, namely the reorganisation of
the Mayor’s Court. A detailed account of the
establishment of a municipality by the Charter of
1687, has already been given in a preceding chap-
ter. ‘The exercise of judicial powers however
had never been based on a satisfuctory foundation,
but, “in 1726,” says Mr. Mill, ““a Charter was
granted, by which the Company were permitted to
establish a Mayor’s Court at each of their three
presidencies, Bombay, Madras, and Caleutta ;
consisting of a Mayor and nine Aldermen, empow-
ered to decide in civil cases of all descriptions.
From this jurisdiction, the President and Comneil
were erected into a Cowrt of Appeal. They were
also vested with the power of holding Courts of
Quarter Session for the exercise of penal judicature
in all cases, excepting those of high treason. And
a Court of Requests, or Court of Conscience, was
instituted, for the decision by summary procedure
of pecuniary questions of inconsiderable amount.”
With this introduction we place the extracts from
the records referring to these new arrangements.

* Monday, 14th August, 1727. The President
represented to the Board, that the time for putting
in execution the Royal Charter was very near ; and
that therefore it would be necessary to come to
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some resolutions agreeable thereto. That the
death and absence of Messrs. Higginson, Woolley,
Way and Munro, having occasioned four vacancies,
it was necessary to supply them according to the
rules of the Charter ; whirk was accordingly done
by appointing Messrs. Thomas Weston, William
Monson, John Bulkelay, and Edward Braestone,
Aldermen in the room of the said four persons.

“ Mr. Higginson having been by the said Charter
appointed Mayor, and it being provided therein
that the President and Council should in case of
his death nominate the first Mayor,—1t was
unanimously agreed to appoint Mr. John Powney
to that station.

“ Ordered that Thursday next be appointed for
swearing the Mayor and Aldermen, aud putting in
execution His Majesty’s Charter for so fur as re-
lates to the Mayor’s Court,”

 Thursday, 17th August, 1727. This being
the day that the Honorable President and Council
had appointed for putting in execution the new
Charter, and the Town having received notice ac-
cordingly ; the Gentlemen appeared on the parade
on horse back with the Guards, Peons and coun-
try music ; and about nine in the morning pro-
ceeded to the Company’s Garden house in the fol-
lowing manner.

Major Jobn Roach on horseback at the head of a

Company of Foot Soldiers, with Kettle drum, Trumpet,
and other music.
The Dancing Girls with the Country music.
The Pedda Naik on horse back at the head of his Peons,
The Marshall with his staff on harre back, )
The Court Attorneys on horse baek.
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The Registrar carrying the old Charter on horse back.
The Serjeants with their Maces on horse back.
The old Mayor on the right hand
and the new on the left. Six halberdi
The Aldermen two and two all on( D' [3berdiers.
horse back.
The Company’s Chief Peon on horse back, with his

Peons.

The Sheriff with a White Wand on horse back.

The Chief Gentry in the Town on horse back.

¢ In this manner they proceeded from the pa-
rade through Middle gate street into the Black
Town, and so out at Armenian bridge gate,
through the Pedda Naik pettah to the Company’s
Garden, where the President and Council were
met to receive them.”

«The old and new Mayors being come {o the
Company’s Garden house in the form mentioned,
they were adnitted ; where the President adminis-
tered the oath of allegiance and the Mayor’s oath to
John Powney Esq., and the oath of allegiance
and the Alderman’s oath to Messieurs Abrahain
Wessel, Francis Rous, Luis de Medeiros, Tho-
mas Weston, William Monson, and Edward
Bracstone, being all the Aldermen that could at-
tend on this occasion. After which the President
having reccived the old Charter from Mr. Francis

lous, returned him thanks in the name of him-
self and the rest of the Council, for his careful and
faithful discharge of the trust that had been reposcd
in him ; and expressed the great satisfaction he
promised himself from the known abilities and inte-
grity of the present Mayor John Powney, Esq., to
whom he delivered the new Charter.”
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Our next extracts refer to the institution of the
other Courts, and will explain themselves.

« Tucsday, 22nd August, 1727. It being ap-
pointed by the Charter, that the President and
the five Senior Counsellors, should in thirty days
after the receipt of the same, be and constitute a
Court of Oyer and Terminer, and Goal celivery ;
the said President with George Morton Pitt, Esq.,
Messrs. John Roach, Randal Fowke, and Samuel
Hyde, accordingly took the oaths of allegiance and
of office. Mr. Robert Symonds one of the Seniors
being absent will be sworn on his arrival.”

¢ Monday, 11th September, 1727. Tt being
necessary that there be a Court of Justice for de-
ciding small debts ; for the relief of the poor who
eannot afford the charges necessarily attending the
forms of proceedings in the Mayor’s Court, and
would therefore otherwise be defrauded of their
just dues. Tt was agreed that the five Justices of
the Peace appointed by the Royal Charter, be also
appointed Justices of the Choultry, and to decide
causes of that kind as far as 20 pagodas value.”

« Monday, 27th November, 1727. The Com-
mittee nominated to inspect the list of fees ap-
pointed to be paid in the Mayor’s Court, report-
ing that they think them moderate and just, it is
ordered that they be copied after this Consultation,
and that our approval of them be significd to the
Court. Also that the same list be translated into
the several languages, and hung up in the Town
Hall ; and that a note be aflixed at the several
gates of the Town, giving notice to the inhabitants
of this new regulation of the fees, and that they

. 4
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are hung up in the Town 1all ; that every one
who has business in the Court may thereby be en-
abled to avoid being imposed on.

“ The Board having on the 11th of September
last ordered that the Justices of the Peace should
decide petty causes of Meum and Tuum at their
Sessions at the Choultry ; and that method being
found to oceasion some inconveniences, particularly
the subjecting the members of the Superior Court
to an appeal to the Mayor’s Court : —It was un-
animoiisly agreed that for the future all petty
causes shall be decided in the Sheriff’s Court ; and
that the Sherift shall and may decide ultimately
without appeal as far as five pagodas, and that he
may likewise decide further as far as 20 pagodas,
allowing the parties a liberty of applying to the
Mayor’s Court in case they are not satisfied with
the Sherifi’s award. Also that the Register of
Slaves, which formerly was kept by the Justice
of the Chouliry, be now kept by the Sheriff, with
the former fees ; and also that he do keep a Regis-
ter of sales and mortgages of houses as far as 100
pagodas value, as was formerly done at the Choul-
try ; only that the fees for so doing be no more
than 138 fanams for 100 pagodas value, and in the
same proportion for lesser sums :—of which re-
gulations it is ordered that the Secretary do give
notice by affixing papers at the gates.

“ Ordered that the Justices of the Peace do
take cognisance of all breaches of the Peace, petty
Larcenies, and other crimes properly belonging to
their office ; that for the lesser faults they do or-
der corporal punishment to the offenders; for
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those of a very high nature, they bind over to the
Sessions ; and that for others they do commit the
offenders to the Choultry, and report their crimes
to the Board the next Consultation.. And that
the Secretary do affix papers at the gates inthe
several languages ; giving notice to the inhabi-
tants that all murders, breaking open of houses,
or robberies by night will be punished with death,
and all other thefts with the utmost severity of the
law, and that all receivers of stolen goods will
be punished as the thieves ;—as also that all
persons on whom it shall be proved that
they have bought any thing from Gentlemen’s
servants, such as Candles, Damars, Bottles, &e.,
or things of greater value, shall be fined agreeable
to the value of the things so purchased, and pun-
ished in the same manner as receivers of stolen
goods ; and in order for the better and more ef-
fectual finding out thereof, that whoever will in-
form against such purchasers or receivers, shall
have the one half of the value of the goods, which
he shall make appear to have been so purchased or
received.

‘“ A List of Fees read and approved of by the Honor-
able the Mayor’s Court of Madraspatanam the 29th
August 1727,

““ REGisTER’S FEEs.

For every precept, warrant of arrest and warrant of
execution 18 fanams to be paid out of that to the
Sheriff’s Serjeants for serving the same, four fanams.

For any petition that is read or any other paper he is
to charge six fanams each and for filing any petition
or any other necessary paper nine fanams.

For attesting any paper, not exceeding one side twelve
fanams if 1t exceeds nivne fanams each side.
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For summoning any person six fanams, to be paid ont
of that two fanams to the Sheritl’s Serjeant.

For copying any paper not exceeding one side cighteen
fanams if it exceeds, twelve fanams cach side.

For affixing the Court seal to any paper ten fanams,

For every entry of Court three fanams, .

For every order or judgment of Court six fanams;
for a copy of the same six fanaws.

For the taking of Bail six fanams.

Tor affixing a note at the sea gate eighteen fanams, to
be paid out of that six fanams to the Translator.

For cvery affidavit four fanams.

For registering any paper not exceeding one side
eighteen fanams.

For drawing out a letter of Attorney one pagoda.

For cvery letter of administration eighteen fanams,

For protesting Bills of exchange one pagoda—register-
ing do. and Yrotat one pagoda,

For writing and registering bills of sale or mortgage
bonds without the White Town eighteen fanams per
cent ; the same in the White Town if the amount
exceed not 500 pagodas, if exceeding 500 pagodas
the Registrar to take no more than two pagodas
eighteen fanams.

["pon all deposited cstates and money paid with Court
a half per cent.

Oy Wirts.

Reading wills twenty fanams.

Registering will if not exceeding one side eighteen
fanams.

Probate with the seal of Court twenty-eight fanams.

Summoning the witnesses twenty-four fanams.

Swearing each witness three fanams.

ExAMINER'S FEEx.

For swearing every witness three fanams.

For examining and taking depositions for every one
nine fanams.

For all copies of depositions six fanams.

For a summons to any person to appear at the Exami-
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ner's office twelve fanams ; to be paid out of that
four fanams to the Court Scrjeant.

For anote to be dcelivered the Defendant’s attorney be-
fore he is examined, two fanams.

ATTORNEY's FEEs.

All persous that employ an Attorney to act for them
in any cause is first to deposit in his hands 3 pagodas,
of which he is to give an account when the cause is
ended,

Attorney fee one pagoda.

For writing petition eighteen fanams each side of a
sheet of paper. .

Pleading each Court day and attendance nine fanams.

Translating any paper cighteen fanams a side ; to be
paid out of that to the Translator six fanams,

Attendance on a Client in the Whitc Town nine fanams.

Attendance on a Client in the Black Town twelve
fanams,

For dmwin§ out the interogatories in the whole cguse
eighteen fanams.

SueriFr’s Fees

Commission upon all Levys and Executions 5 per cent.
under 200 pagodas and 2} per cent on all above.

For executing all warrants and summons ten fanams.

N. B.—The Mayor and two cash keepers to draw 31
per cent. upon all deposited estates and money paid
into Court upon every cause that is decided ; the in-
terpreter to have nine fanams.

Upon all summons to the Blacks he is to have oue
fanam.,



30 HISTORY OF MADRAS, {(1729-%.

CHAPTER XXXV

GOVERNORSHIP OF MR. JAMES MACRAE.
1728—29.

The concluding years of Mr. Macrae’s govern-
ment, like those whose history has been recorded,
are marked by events of a purcly domestic nature.
One little difficulty occurred with the I'rench at
the Manritius, and another one with the Rajah of
Travancore, but both were of a trivial nature. The
remainder of the entries we have preserved refer
almost entirely to the administration of Governor
Macrac within the Company’s bounds; and to
such little inciflepts as serve to illustrate the inter-
nal condition of the settlement at Fort 8t. George.

Our first estraet refers to Major Roach, who
had distinguished himself both at Fort St. David,
and in the defence of Trivatore. As a reward for
his services, the Directors at home appointed him
to a seat in Council. The entry in the consulta-

_tion book will explain itsclf. ]

« Monday, 21st August, 1727. Major Roach
having taken his place at the Board, after return-
ing thanks for the honor conferred upon him, de-
sired that he might still continue in is employ of
Major of the Forces; declaring his resolution ra-
ther to sacrifice all that was dear and valuable to
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him, than to have it thought he had, by accepting
a mercantile employ, entered into an asylum. He
added that as he had for near twenty-five years
faithfully served the Honorable Company in the
field, he could not think of quitting that post ;
but should believe himself undeserving of any re-
gard, should he not, by this additional mark of
esteem conferred on him, be the more cncouraged
to venture his life for the defence of the lHonora-
ble Company, should an enemy come down upon
us; that as for the pay he had formerly been en-
titled to, he had no thoughts of receiving it longer,
but quitted that, though he was still desirous of
the employ.

“ Upon which it was immediately resolved, that
Major Roach, having shown himself upon many
occasions an experienced and good officer, he be
continued Major ; and the President expressed his
satisfaction in observing the zeal the Major showed
for the Company’s interest, and the neglect of his
own ease, in desiring to serve in a double capacity,
and to take the trouble of two employs on him at
once.”

The subject was referred home to the Court of
Directors, who decided that Mujor Roach conld
not continue a Member of Council, and a Com-
mander of the Forces at the same time. Two
years passed away Dbefore this decision was fairly
acted on at Fort St. George ; but for the sake of a
connccted parrative we insert the result here.

“Monday, 14th July, 1729. The President,
agrecable to the General Ictter of February last,
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calted upon Major Roach to declare which employ
he would accept, whether he would coutinuc Memn-
ber of Council or Major of the Garrison ; - to
which he made answer as follows.

“That as he had served the Honorable Com-
pany upwards of twenty-five years in a Military
capacity, and received distinguishing marks of
their favour for his service in that way, he could
not without some reluctance quit an employment
that had given him a title to so much of their
esteem ; but as it has pleascd them to put it to
his choice, whether he will resign his title to the
Military service, or have the honor of sitting at the
Council Board, the late decay of his constitution,
occasioned by a long fit of 1lluess, induces him to
accept of the latter ; which, though it deprives him
of any immediate command of Military, yet it
no ways lessens his inclination to venture his life
whenever he shall be commanded, and his Honor-
able Master’s occasions call for his sword to assert
their just rights and privileges. At the same time,
retwrning his most liumble thanks for this parti-
cular favour shown him, he begs leave to assure
this Board that it shall bc his whole study to
nerit his Master’s estecm, by a faithful discharge
of his duty in whatever station he shall be called
to.”

Whilst Major Roach was obtaining such an
honourable recognition of his public services, his
private character suffered some injury from his
being concerncd in the elopement of a Portuguese
young lady from St. Thomé, The story will be
found further on.
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have now to draw the attention of our
readers to one of those documents which serve to
throw a light upon the inner domestic life of the
English settlers in the olden time. Most of our
readers, and especially those of the fair sex, are no
doubt alive to the fact that a rigid examination of
all the property of an individual, including a peep
into all his or her boxes, drawers, and other pri-
vate receptacles, will enable us to draw a tolera.
bly accurate conception of his or her habits and
modes of life.  Accordingly Wwe here present them
with a tolerably minute inventory of the cffects of
an Englishman who lived some hundred and thirty
years ago, in the days when men wore wigs,
breeches, and swords, and indulged in strong
waters unknown to the present temperate genera~
tion. We print the list in full, exactly as we find
it entered in the consultation book of 15th Junu-
ary 1728.

.

Inventory of the Effects of Alr. Jokn Blunt deccased,
December 1727.

Cash found in his escritoire. 213 2 Silver Salvers,
rupees and 124 pagndas. 1 Silver Tankard.
1 Small silver mug.
2 Gold watches, 7 Silver spoons.
1 Gold seal and 1 silver seal, o 1 do. forzea.
&£ 1 Pair of gold buckles. § 1 Case with 12 silver &poons
£ 1 Pair nfuher gilt buckles. - dnd 12 knives and forke
£ 1 Emerald ring. a tipped with silver.
& 1 Stone scal. - 13 Horse tassels.
+ 1 Pair of silver garter buckles. £ 14 Silver buttons.
.= 1 Ring with Elephauts hair. iS5 1 Silver Betel plaw {the Com.
= 1 do Tomback. any's.}
2 1 Pair of sleeve buttons. -?,' 1 g‘lver rose v\n(er Bottle (the
= 1 Tweezer case and Memo- Company’s.)
R~ randum Rook, = 1 Silver hand for a fan.
2 Silver Cuspidures. 2 Gugiets witi silver,
M Gnld buttons and Silver 3 Bilver hilted swords,

1 Pair of eilver /purs,
2 Gold h:uded canes, 1 Moor's Dagger.
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To the Beeond Drawer.

$rd Drawer,

In the 4th Drawer.

\

in the large Cheet.

HISTORY OF MADRAS.

1 Remnant of Clintz.

1 Pair of Bengal taffaty white.

2 Pairs of double thread betillas

3 Pairs of single thread betillas,
white.

1 Pair of Bengal staff, 1 Pair of
issarees white.

1 Pair of S8alampores.

1 Pair of Handkerchief Pulicat.

Remnant of taffaty.

Silver sash, 2 small looking

glasses.
Pairsof brown betilas, 1 velvet

-

Cap.
Puairs of Masulipatam hand-
kerchiefs.
Remnauts of Chintz.
Gold striped handkerchiefs,

2 Pairs of Madras Ginghada.
13 Moor's cloeks.

11 Turbans.

10 Sashes.

Pairs of flowered custances.
Pairs of drawers of sundry
sorts.

)}
2
2
3
16

W

1

Silver sword knot.

Bag sundry trifles. i
Pairs of embroidered elippers.
Pair of Gingham Bbeets.
Palampore.

White waistcoats.

Brass lock.

Pillow cases.
Handkerchiefs,

Shirts and 20 Caps. .
Turnavers and 8 stocks.
Pairs of white stockings.
Pairs of drawers,

Red cloth waistcoat.

Pair of brass eeals.

Rasors, hoan and strop.
Pairs of pistols.

1 Parcel of gloves.
9 Coats and 5 waistcoats.
11 Pairs cf breeches.
1 Remnant of Grogram.
2 Silver Lions for a palapqueen
bamboo.
1 Velvet Cap.
9 Valances for & cott.
10 Pairs of silk stockings.
s Silvertasselsforapalangueen.
11 Panian coats.
3 Palanqueen Pillow cases.
2 Rewmnant of Brampore Chintz.
1 Escritoire.
3 Pairs of hine betillas and onc
pieceof reds

8D ped e

-
=1

40
13

24
n

I il

In the large Chest.

1n the Burope Chest.

In the Godown.

L128-3%

3 Hats and I Bag Empty.
3 Pairs of =ail c‘lﬁth. b
4 Pairs of Sandal wood curtains,
for a cott,
1 Remnant of coloured betillas.
I Brass mounted Sword and 2
Sword blades,
2 Silver bilted awords.
1 Chtty tea and 2 sword belts.
2 Bandeja’s some old gold but-
fons.
1 Pair of holster and I remnant-
of gold thread.
Tassels for a palanquecn.,
1 Baddle and furniture.
2 Hangers.
I Bulker for a palanquin
Some old brass.
2 Small pillows.
1 Palampore.
I Clock,
1 Quilt and curtains.
I Telescope 2 Pillows.

5 Elbow and 22 other chairs.
1 Couch and 3 round tables.
1 Close stool.
1 Palanquin with silver.
I Standing Escritoire.
I China Screen.
I Old Book press.
I Bamboo Screen.
3 Cotton Carpets.
1 do.
Palanquin flags.
Covers of red cloth for planquin

1 Pillow.
1 Quiver and arrows.

1 China Fecritorie with 18 Bot-
tles of Bitters and 7 Bottlew
of Hungary water.

1 Little Box with empty bottles,

1 do. with wine glasscs.

T Basket of China ware.

4 Pairs of Irons.

2 Empty dram cases.

9 Large glasses for lamps.

2 do. for candle.

1 Box with some pipes,
4 Pairs of Sandal wood.
Io Sl:\:jl iron guns 1 Pair of

lead.
3 Glass lanterns, I basket of

1 daret’ ‘!

ar of Sugar candy.

13 do. of Sugar.

¢ Small Jar of Sweetmeats,
Some Empty Jars &c.

4 Cots, | stool,

‘



778-2.) HISTORY OF MADRAS, 35

3 strip’s colours, 2 Boxes to carry liquors &c,
1 Tent marquce, and Tent walls, 2 Painted Loxes.
5 Bengal Mats. 1 Hand Escritoire.
Boatsail. 1 Old Palanquin and Bamboo.
2 Roundells. 1 Pennace and oars.
Palanquin bedding and Pingeree, 1 Teak Timber and 72 Spars.
1 Small Bundle of Bengal 2 Horses.
Candles. I9 Geese,
Iron auning for a Boat. 32 Ducks.
& 1 Ol Iron Saw. & 8 Turkeys.
B 2 Large Looking glasses. & 17 Hogs aud pigs. .
-§ I Paper press. g 65 Goatsand kids.
I Wig box with 3 Wigs, & 44 Cows, calves and Oxen.
o N -
1 Brass dutie. o ¢ Guns,
2 10 Brass dish covers. 2 3 Bales Longcloth ordinary No.
* 5 Candlesticks and 1 Pair of 3.qt. 4-I0 P.
= Souffers. = 2 Chest Goa Arrack,
6 Piepans 3 Copper Pots. 20 Bottles of Claret.
1 Fryng pan. . 20 do of Palm winein pints,
3 Brass Lampa for the Ship. 40 do of Madeira.
I Lib: of ks 30 do of Renish.
2 Travelling boxes. 4 do of Soye.
1 Small Chest. 52 do _ of Small beer.
1 Cash Chest. 4 of carboy of double distilled
I 1 hysic box. Arrack,
2 Small dram cases 1 with 2 Empty Arrack casca.

white flint bottles.

Our next extract is very striking and suggestive.
It seems that on the death of the Chaplain, two
lay servants of the Company were appointed to
perform his office, and divided the salary between
them. The following entry fully illustrates the
practice.

 Monday, 12th February, 1728. Upon the
occasion of the death of the Rev. Mr. Wm. Leeke
our Chaplain, who died on Friday last, it was
agreed in order for keeping up the worship of
Almighty God, that Messrs. Randall Fowke, and
George Torriano, do perform Divine Service in the
Church ; and that prayers be read twice on Sun-
days, with a sermon in the morning, and also
prayers on Wednesdays and Fridays in the fore-
noon; for which they are to receive £50 a piece
salary, being equivalent to what is allowed one
Chaplain.”
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The following entry, refers to home news.

« Saturday, 9th March, 1728. General letter
from the President and Council of Bombay, dated
the 23rd January, giving an account of the death
of His Jate Majesty King George, and the acces-
siop of his son the Prince of Wales to the throne.

¢ Having immediately on reeeipt of these advices
fired one hundred guns on account of the King’s
death, and one hundred and one for his present
Majesty’s accession :—It is agreed that we do on
Saturday, the 1Gth instant, proclaim him with the
greatest solemnity, by the name of George the
Second ; and that on oceasion of the death of King
George the Tirst, this Board will go in mourning
for three months.”

An event occurred at this time which is curious
as showing the relations between the Government
of Madras and the Rajah of Travancore. The
story occupies some space in the records, but can
be told in a few words. Sunka Rama, one of the
Company’s merchants, had presumed to trade for
pepper within the kingdom of Attinga; where-
apon Mr. Alexander Orme, Chief of the English
Factory at Anjengo, and father of Robert Orme
the historian, seized a quantity of Cotton lying
at Anjengo, which belonged to the said Sunka
Rama, In this predicament Sunka Rama appeal-
ed to the Rajah of Travancore, and the Rajah
in his bebalf laid claim to the cotton. The pro-
ceedings of the Council of Anjengo were approved
by the Government of Bombay ; but the Directors
at home decided in favour of Sunka Rama. Accord-
ingly, as it appeared that the Rajah was indebted
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to the Company, the matter was settled by earry-
ing the amount claimed by the Rajah to his eredit
in the accounts, and leaving Sunka Rama to ob-
tain the same {rom the Rajah. Sunka Rama how-
ever was severely blamed for appealing to the
justice of a country government in a matter entire-
ly between himself and his emnployers.

Our next extract simply illustrates the character
of Governor Macrae as a * canny Scot.”

*“ Monday, 17th Juune, 1728. The President
observing to the Board that the Company have
several anchors and guns lying here, which are too
large for the use of any of our shipping at this
time, and which have lain for several years exposed
to rust and spoil for want of demand ; told them
that ke is willing to take a parcel of them to send
to Manilla, provided he can have them at a reason-
able rate, and that the company will take them
back again, provided he cannot sell them their ;
which last condition he expected, because that not
knowing whether they would sell or not at Mauilla,
he thought it was suflicient for him to risk the
money without being obliged, in case they would
not sell, to have the goods lie upon his hands ;
and that should the Company take them back, it
would be only the same thing as if he had never
received them, and they had laid here all the time,

“ This proposal being considered, it was agreed
that it tended manifestly to the Company’s advan-
tage, and therefore that it be accepted ; and that
the Store keeper do deliver the President as many
of those large guns and anchors as he will take’;
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he paying for the same four pagodas for the achors
and one Pagoda and seven-eighths for the guns.’

About this period a difficulty arose between the
Government of Madras, and the French Govern-
ment at the Mauritius, which is worthy of notice,
though the original record is far too long for pub-
lication. On the 15th of October, 1727, the
brigantine ** Amity,”” under the command of Cap-
tain John Widdrington, left Madras on a trading
voyage to the coast of Africa, having on board a
proper pass signed by Governor Macrac. On the
way Captain Widdrington touched at Port Louis
in the Mauritius for a supply of provisions and
water; and the French Governor M. St. Martin,
having first examined his pass, permitted him to
stay and obtain what he required, but strictly en-
joined him not to dispose of any merchandize to
the inhabitants of the Islands. At the same time
a ship belonging to the French Company, called
the ¢ Expedition,” under the command of Cap-
tain Marcay, was anchored at Port Louis; and
this French Captain went on board the  Amity,”
and obtained a few trifles for himself and Officers,
which could not come under the name of mer-
chandize, and which only amounted to some thirty
or forty dollars. It would seem however that this
proceeding was only a ruse on the part of Captain
Marcay of the “ Expedition,” to obtain possession
of the “ Amity.” The story of the trading was
carried to Governor St, Martin, who at once sent
a guard on board the ¢ Amity;” but Captain
Widdrington explained the matter to his satisfac-
tion, and he permitted the * Amity” to proceed
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on her voyage. Captain Widdrington then weigh-
ed ancbor and was steering out of the harbour,
when the ‘° Expedition” fired a shot at the
* Amity.” As the two nations were at peace,
Captain Widdrington could not understand the
reason of the shot, and sent a boat to enquire ;
but Captain Marcay not only detained the boat,
but sent some of his officers in a long boat
to the ¢ Amity,” ordering Captain Widdrington
to accompany the ‘ Expedition” in a voyage
to Bourbon. The latter was compelled to sub-
mit, and on arriving at St. Paul in Bourbon,
sent in his protest to the Governor M. Dumas.
The Government of Bourbon however seized the
vessel, on the ground that he had been trading ;
and even disputed Governor Macrae’s pass, on
the ground that it exhibited two different kinds of
handwriting ; the body of the pass having been
written by the Secretary, whilst the name of the
ship and the Captain, and the signatuare at the foot,
were in the handwriting of Governor Macrae. The
result was that the “ Awmity” was detained at
Bourbon, and her,goods taken out; but subse-
quently, on the arrival of the French ships from
Pondicherry on their way to Europe, the whole
matter was again made the subject of inguiry.
The result was that Captain Marcay was dismissed
from the command of the * Expedition,”” whilst the
“ Amity” was permitted to return to Madras,
The owners of the * Amity” resident at Madras,
then represented the affair to Governor Macrae,
and the complaint was forwarded to the Governor
of Pondicherry ; but the matter was delayed for
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some years, and appears to have been quictly suffer-
ed to drop.

About the same time an extraordinary outrage
was perpetrated by an English Captain on board a
ship belonging to one of the Company’s servants.
Some Patan merchants at Madras had freighted
some goods on board the ship, and sent some of
their servants in charge. The ship however was
wrecked, and the Captain seems to have embezzled
their goods, and endeavoured to get the servants
out of the wav. Accordingly the Patan merchants
sent in their complaint to (vovernor Macrae. We
give the petition at length. It is dated 22nd
July, 1728.

¢ The huinble petition of Sheik Mahmud Ameen,
and merchants of Fort St. George,

s« Sheweth,

*“That your petitioners did freight on ship
¢ James,” belonging to Mr. George Torriano, a
quantity of rupees, coral, rubies of different sorts,
false pearl, chank, and other goods; which ship
« James” on the 24th April 1728 struck on a
sand bank. About two hours after the ship struck,
the Captain, by name Charles Bissell, and the
Chief Mate, with the Serang and Tindal, consulted
together, and went under the decks and brought
up some of our chests, with a design to take out
the money ; from which action, your petitioners’
servants endeavouring to stop them, they wounded
one of our people and took all the treasure, coral,
pear}, &c., and put them in their own chests; at
which your petitioners’ servants being very dis-
contented, and still persisting to hinder such prac-
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tices, the Captain bid them not fear any thing, for
that he would return their goods and money when
ke came ashore. The Captain went into his pin-
nace, with one servant and four Lascars, and car-
ried with them a chest, two jars, and a compass,
and was getting sail for Calcutta, when your
petitioners’ servants desired to go with him ; to
whom he answered he would send some sloops
down as soon as possible. Three days after they
made three rafts of timber, one of which was in
bad case and very weak, on which the Chief Mate
ordered our servants, who refused and desired to
go with them ; upon which they put our servants
on that raft by force, and in their sight the Chief
Mate, Serang, and some Lascars took the treasure
and other goods, and put them in the pinnace;
and put some Lascars in another small boat ac-
cording to the Captain’s direction, and went away
with them to Hajeily in a small time ; they being
well provided with Oars. But your petitioners
did not arrive off Sunderbund Wood till four
in the evening, where they rowed backward and
forward for six days; with which labour and want
of provisions three of the people died ; when it was
their good fortune to find a vessel that was wood-
ing, where they got some provisions and went on
her to Calcutta ; where hearing the Captain was
arrived, your petitioners’ servants went and de-
wanded their goods and money; and received
answers from the Captain that the pinnace was
overset, and that all was lost. But after a long
debate he brought out the rubies, which your peti-
tioners’ had packed in a chest of treasure, and
6
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said that was all that was saved of ours; when
your petitioners’ servants demanded to know
where was the money that these stones were pack-
ed with ; when after a great deal of trouble the
said Captain also produced the chest of false pearl,
and bid your petitioners take that, and give him
the bill of lading and a discharge, which he demand-
ed with forcé and threatening. Therefore your
petitioners’ servants, not being able to argue with
the Captain, they sent one of them here ; and as
your petitioners have left the Moguls, which is their
native country, we have now no other remedy, nor
other justice to apply to but your Honors ; and as
we have lived well under this Government for
30 years, and have never had reason to com-
plain, but have always found its justice bright as
the sun beams, so we hope still for justice from
your Honor; for that we with great confidence
paid the freight of those goods, before we put
them on board, to Mr. George Torriano, who is
the owner of the said ship; and we doubt not but
when your Honors in justice shall examine this
affair, we shall recover our money, when we shall
go on happily, and for ever pray for your Honors’
long life, great happiness and abundant riches.”

The foregoing petition was forwarded by Go-
vernor Macrae to the English Government at Cal-
cutta, with a request that the Governor and Coun-
cil there would enquire into the affair. The result
is not recorded.

Another petition delivered in at this time to
Governor Macrae is interesting as illustrating the
way in which the trade was carried on in the olden



I HISTORY OF MADRAS, 43

time. Tt was presented by the Renter or farmer
of the Paddy Fields, and complains that the inha-
bitants of Trivatore, Tandore, and neighbouring
villages, make and export great quantities of salt,
contrary to his supposed privileges. We give the
petition at length.

¢ The humble petition of Coolecherla Veahsum
Brahmin, ’

‘¢ Sheweth,

That a certain tract of land belonging to the
Company, lying out from Tom Clark’s Gate up
to the Batteries, together with anothber tract lying
along the river from Coomerapollum towards
Trivatore, commonly known by the name of the
Company’s paddy fields, were formerly rented at
40 pagodas per annum. But when the cowle was
out in Governor Harrison’s time, he being de-
sirous of raising the Company’s revenue, put it
up at out-cry, and promised that the highest bidder
should be permitted to wear 2 Roundel as a mark
of distinction for his endeavours to serve the Com-
pany. With which great honour, my Uncle
Paupa Brahmin, being extremely encouraged,
gave as far as seven hundred and ten pagodas per
annum for what formerly let at only 40 ; and this
for only ten years, though he knew ke must lose a
great deal by it, and in fact he has lost every year
near 300 pagodas per annum. For payment of
his debts contracted by this means, I have
mortgaged my houses, gardens, etc. ; and now all
in me and my father’s debts, contracted on this
account, amount to upwards of 2,000 pagodas.

“ Now your petitioner humbly begs leave to re-
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present to your Honors that, althouglh the Cowle
is given for lands called paddy fields, yet a very
small part theveof is fit for that use, and therefore
the rest hath for many years been converted into
Salt pans ; and by the profit arising therefrom,
your petitioner and his father have hitherto been
enabled to pay the annwal vent ; till within this
dittle time that several persons have presumed to
make salt in the Company’s Bounds, and bring it
into Town, and also to ship it off, to the great
prejudice of your petitioner, who by giving so
large a rent cannot be supposed to be able to sell
so cheap as those people who pay nothing for this
Liberty. Nor is this all, for they even buy salt
from the Moors and import it into the Company’s
Bounds ; by which undue practiees your petitioner
is prevented selling his salt, and is therefore un-
able to pay his rent without your Honors will give
him immediate redress.

* Your Petitioner doth not pretend to infringe
the liberty which the inhabitants of Tandoor,
Trivatore, &c. have formerly, enjoyed ; but only
bopes your Honors will restrain them from cn-
eroaching on his undoubted rights.

“ They formerly had five pits in those parts,
where they made salt, and had the privilege of sell-
ing to the country people, who brought a few
oxen to carry it away ; and sometimes, having first
obtained leave from the Farmer of the paddy
fields, would load five or ten garce of salt
on board of boats ; but they were never permitted
more.  Of late thev have neglected to ask leave of
me, and by the great quantities of salt they have
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shipped off to boats and ships, and by underselling
me, they have been encouraged to increase the
number of their salt pans, by which means I have
now upwards of 600 garce of salt which I cannot
dispose of.

1 am therefore humbly to request your Honors
that you will please to order, that no body may be
permitted to load any salt within the Company’s
Bounds, or bring it into town for sale, without
leave from me ; or clse it will be impossible for me
to continue to pay the large rent T now do.

1 am also to request that the Pedda Naick may
be obliged to keep a watch over my salt, as he did
in my father’s time, but hath since neglected ; and
by that means I have lost great quantities, for
which I humbly hope your Honors will please to
oblige him to make satisfaction.

‘* And since the only inducement to my father’s
giving so large a rent for these grounds was the
token of honour given him, I promise myself your
Honors will allow me to wear the Roundel as he
did, if T still pay the great rent he did. ’

‘ All these particulars are most humbly submit-
ted to your Honor's clemency, on which your peti-
tioner most humbly depends for ease in these his
hard circumstances, and as in duty bound shall ever
Pray.,,

In reply to this petition Governor Macrae
ordered * that a Committee, consisting of Major
Roach, Mr. Hyde, and the Secretary, do enquire
into the several allegations, and into the ancient
privileges of the inbabitants of those towns,” The
result is thus recorded.
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¢ Thursday, 28th September, 1728. The Com-
mittee appointed to inspect into the rights which the
inhabitants of Tandore, Trivatore, etc. have to
make salt, deliver in their report, by which it ap-
pears that they have equal rights with the farmers
of the paddy fields. It was therefore agreed that
we cannot take the liberty from them ; and as
Veashum Brahmin without that cannot pay his rent,
for which he is now considerably behind hand, and
Poncola Kistna, the Renter of Tandore and the
other villages, being willing to take the Cowle of the
Paddy Fields at the old rent,~—it was agreed to take
it away from Veashum Brahmin, who is not able.
to pay the rent of it, and to grant it to Poncola
Kistna.”

Our next extract explains itself.

« Thursday, 28th November, 1728. The tobacco.
and beetle Farmer, complaining that several per-
sons have lately run into the Bounds great quanti-
ties of beetle and tobacco to his great prejudice,
and praying some stop may be put thereto ;—It
was agreed that we do publish an order at the sea
gate, that whatsoever Conacopillay, Dubash, or
other substantial person is found to run into the
Bounds any quantity of tobacco or beetle, or to
encourage others to do it, shall be fined one pagoda
for every fanam’s worth o run, and to be in prison
till it be paid: and that all coolies, and other
poor people, who shall be convicted of the like
practices, shall be publicly whipped at the choultry,
and receive thirty nine lashes, and stand one hour
in the pillory.”
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CHAPTER XXXVIIL

GOVERNORSHIP OF MR. JAMES MACRAE.
1729—30.

The Government of Mr. Macrae was now draw-
ing to a close. In May 1730 he retired from the
President’s chair, and his place was taken by Mr.
George Morton Ditt. Accordingly the present
chapter will contain the annals of the last years of
his administration ; whilst the next chapter will
contain a supplementary account of the events
which transpired between Mr. Macrae’s resignation
and his departure from the Presidency ; together
with some particulars conaected with his subsequent
life in England which will be interesting as general
illustrations of the time.

Our first extract is curious as showing how
utterly unable our forefathers were to apprehend
and appreciate the first principles of free trade.
The entry speaks for itself.

¢ Monday, 3rd February, 1729. There having
been imported this year pretty large quantities of
grain from the Northward, notwithstanding which
the price holds up at ten maracals per pagoda for
paddy, and scarce any procurable even at that rate,
especially for the poorer sort of people. The Pre-
sident proposed to thc Board to take into their
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consideration the settling of the prices of grain for
the ensuing season ; and after some time spent in
considering thereon, it was agreed and ordered
that the prices of grain be as follow.

Paddy Coarse...... 13 Maracals for a pagoda.
Paddy Fine......... 12 do. do.
Natcheny............ 7 do. do.
Rice....eccuieerreeree 13 measure for a fanam.

 Which prices the Secretary i ordered to affix
at the gates with the following resolves, viz. That
whoever shall sell at a dearer rate than above
specified, shall upon proof thercof made be fined
at the pleasure of the Governor and Council ; and
that the person who shall make proof of his having
paid more than the above prices, shall have his
money returned him, and shall also keep the graiu
he has purchased to himself; and that whoever
has more rice or paddy that is nccessary for his
usual annual expense, shall be obliged to sell;
and whoever shall deny or conceal such overplus,
upon proof thereof made, it shall be confiscated to
the use of the Company. Ordered that the above
be also signified by beating the tom tom.”

We now come to the mysterious affair which
served to throw such discredit on Major Roach.
We give the petitions to the Madras Government at
full length as illustrations of the times; and in-
deed the energetic language of the pctitioners is
well worthy of preservation as a combination of
invective, indignation, threat, and argument which
is rarely to be found even in the most impassioned
novel.  The petitions will explain themselves. The
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first Is from the ostensible father of the young
lady.

* The humble petition of Sebastian Texeira
DeBritto.

¢ Showeth,

That your petitioner, who is an inhabitant of the
city, did in the month of July last embark on ship
¢ Arcot”’ for Manilla, and left a maiden daughter
of the age of nineteen years in St. Thomé, under
the care of Mrs. Maria Elveira, to remain with ler
till your petitioner’s return; as your petitioner
hath often done when going on the like voyages.
Being now returned, your petitioner received the
melancholy notice that the aforesaid child was
missing from the said house on Friday the 14th
February last, at past twelve at night ; and for her
there was ready at the seaside a palanqueen and
several peons, which conducted the same into this
city, as was found in about eight days after this
insult done. Whereupon the Rev. Padre Thomas
went to the house of Major John Roach, as one of
the Justices of Peace in this city, and represent-
ed to him the said insult and dishonor done to
the people in general; and craved that for his
sake and credit he would cause enquiry to
be made where the said child was, and who
it was that had done this injustice. To which
the said Major Roach answered there was no
occasion for so much trouble; that he knew
where she was, and if he pleased could produce
her; and further said that the said child was not
the danghter of your petitioner, but of Mr. Robert

7
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Raworth,* and that she is now under his protec-
tion, and that he will give her five or six hundred
pagodas in marriage ; and that it appertaineth
unto him to do that justice, for that he hatha
power of Attorney to that purpose from Mr. John
Raworth, and that also the child requested it of
him ; and further told the said Padre Thomas that
he might acquaint the gentlemen of St. Thomé
with this answer; that it now belonged to him to
take care of and maintain the said child, and that
he would have them pretend no further in this
affair.

“To consider the foregoing particulars, it will
appear that Major Roach was the inducer and
cause of taking away the said child from the house
wherein your petitioner had placed her ; and the
following reason will prove that the said child is
not the daughter of Mr. Robert Raworth. For
that the mother of the said child left this city, and
went to St. Thomé more than fifteen months before
her delivery of this child; the said Mr. Raworth
left India for France in the year 1714, and the
said child was then aged five years; and to
this time what care did the said Mr. Ro-
bert Raworth ever take of the said child ? Did
he ever demand her? did he ever give her any
subsistance ? or what charge hath he been at

* Mr. Raworth was the refractory Deputy Governor of
Fort St. David, who gave so much trouble to Governor
Harrison. If the young lady was his child at all, she
was probably the offspring of anillicit amour. The only
particulars recorded concerning her, are however to be
found in the entrics published abeve,
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for her maintenance? which he might well have
done in the posts and power he bore in In-
dia. The said Robert Raworth’s brother, John
Raworth, also arrived from Europe, and stayed in
India some years. What did he ever do for the
child ? ordid he once demand her ? As neither
of the brothers ever did in any manner lay claim
to the child, nor do any thing for her when so
young, and they in these parts, it scems very un-
likely that at this distance there should now come
a power and letter of Attorney,'as is alleged, by
Major Roach, to this end ; and if it was so, before
what justice did he present or show such letter or
power, as he ought to have done, aud not to have
been a Judge in his own cause. Well might Ma.
jor Roach say to the Rev. Padre Thomas that he
knew where the said child was, and that he could
produce her ; for it is notorious that he received
her at his house, when she came at that time
of night from St. Thomé ; and seems rather that
Ie was the taker of her; for how is it possible
that a child, brought wp in the close manner as is
customary to bring up children of the Portuguese
in India, without any acquaintance or knowledge
of the world, with so much resolution and courage
to go out at that time of night, and directly to get
a palanquecn and peons to conduct her to Madras.
1t is plain, and evident to be seen, that some person
might have seduced her by flattery or other means,
to pass such an excess of shame and scandal.
Neither is it to be believed that the child on her
own head should so leave the house, and go directly
to Major Roach, as a Justice of Peace, to complain
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of oppression received. Neither at those hours
does it seemn good for any Justice of Peace, so
much to prejudice the honour of a maiden, asto
receive her in his house ; but rather for a good ex-
ample, and to preserve her hounour, would have
sent her to some creditable house till the moyning,
or till he could have had an opportunity to ac-
quaint the Governor of the affair; who, as Chief
Justice, ought to have been so acquainted. Instead
of which, Major Roach kept, and still doth conti-
nuc to keep the said child in his house, to her
great scandal and dishonour, and without the fear
of any man, under pretence of being under his pro-
tection, and that he will give her in marriage. All
which makes it appear plainly that Major Roach
had induced the girl to leave the house, where she
was placed by your Petitioner ; and what man
that hath any regard to his honour, and not lost
to shame, will marry & woman after this scandal to
her reputation never to be taken off. Lastly, to
what Major Roach says, that the child is not
your Petitioner’s daughter. It is a thing not in
the power of any man to prove. Though so many
years as she is old, she has been known to all people
as the child of your Petitioner ; and though if she
actually denies that she is your Petitioner’s child,
and accompanies such denial with other scandalous
and injurious langnage, who will believe a young
woman lost in error, 1n fear of her reputation, and
incited by others.  Will she not say it, and will
she not throw such scandal, and yet far greater, on
those that gave her being. And if she was asked,
if she ever heard her mother say that your Peti-
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tioner was not the father of her, or of her brothers,
or sisters, your petitioner believes she will even
say that too. But that cannot hide it from all the
inhabitants of Madras and St. Thomé ; for, as your
Petitioner’s children, they were baptized and edu-
cated ; and if she and they were not the children
of your Petitioner, he would scarce have brought
them up with so much care and love, and at these
vears to pass so much fatigue and trouble and risk
of life, to get then fortunes to set them forward
in the world, and to give them in marriage. And
as your Petitioner is an inhabitant of thls city,
and is subject to the laws thereof, so it is but
reasonable to hope for and expect their protection,
and in what more than for our children.

“ Your Petitioner, therefore, prays your Honors
to examine of this great injustice done by Major
Roach to your Petitioner, and dishonour to your
Petitioner’s child ; for as the said Major Roach
is a Justice of the Peace of this city, and
a member of the Council for the affairs of the
Honorable Company, and Commander of the Mili-
tary, he ought to suppress such proccedings ; and
not himself to be the actor, and cause of scandal
and dishonour, to the discredit of his nation and of
his colony. No Government in the world sure
will suffer such usage, thereby to give occasion
for the like proccedings in others, to be the des-
truction of the Republic. And as you arc or all
may be fathers, your petitioner again prays you
will take this affair in due consideration ; and re-
flect how severe a stroke this must be to a parent,
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and also the scandal that will attend the place
where such usage is sutfered.”

The second petition was signed by the Portu-
guese Padre and inhabitants of St. Thomé, and is
equally forcible with that of Sebastian Texiera De
Britto. We give it at length.

“The few inhabitants of the ruined and poor
city of St. Thomé, send this their most just com-
plaint on occasion of the scandalous affair of Se-
bastian Texeira De Britto’s daughter; who pri-
vately in the night went out of an honest house
standing in St. Thomé, where her father, accord-
ing to his constant custom, had left her; and the
same night she was conducted to Major Roach’s
house, where she has now been for a month past.
‘Those cautions not being sufficient (which were
such as a father could use when, according to the
custom of the Portuguese in India, he leaves the
shore) in order to secure his child. Itis sup-
posed that promises were the means that broke
down the walls of her retreat and modesty. An
example which these inhabitants, though poor,
never met with from the Moors themselves, who
rule and governor here without control; and in
reality it is injurious to the community, for in
future there will be no house secure, however
honest it may be. This excess having opened a way
to many others, asif there was not justice to be
found to punish actions so pernicious to the good
and quiet of the public.

“ Wherefore we request of the Honorable Go-
vernor and his Council, that they will find out some
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remedy for what is past, and to prevent such enor-
mities in future ; and also that an authentic copy
of this complaint, and of the determination which
shall be made thereon, may be transmitted to the
Supreme Court of the Honorable Company ; of
which the said inhabitants of St. Thomé, where
this injury was offered, will send another copy to
be delivered them by the Envoy of Portugal in
England ; to the end that the said court mgy be
informed of the conclusion of the affair, and con-
firm the same, in order to prevent the like acci-
dents in future.”

The proceedings of Governor Macrae and Coun-
cil upon this extraordinary charge are thus briefly
recorded.

 Wednesday, 19th March, 1729. Major John
Roach gives in answer to the charge delivered him
about the daughter of Sebastian Texeira, wherein
he denies the contents of it absolutely, except the
receiving the woman ; which he confesses he did
do, as believing it a part of his duty as a Justice
of Peace ; she coming to him and claiming protec-
tion ; and he does acknowledge himself guilty of
an indiscretion in not acquainting the Government
of it, and submits himself to the censure of the
Board for the same. Whereupon the Board came
to the following resolution.

¢ That such actions manifestly tend to the dis-
turbance of the public peace and good order of this
settlement. Wherefore it was unanimously agreed
that the Major, for his indiscreet conduct in this
affair, be fined 300 pagodas into the Company’s
Cash; and that the woman presuming to come
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into this Government, under pretence of asking
protection, without making her application in a
regular manner, be advised by the Secretary, that
she do not continue in our Bounds longer than
Friday night next, under penalty of public punish-
ment. This time is allowed her to try if she can
be reconciled to her friends on account of her
elopement.”

The following notice closes the record of the
transdction.

« Monday, 21st April, 1729, Major John Roach
pays into cash three hundred pagodas, being the
tine laid on him in consultation the ninetecnth of
Jast month.”

A barbarous outrage committed about this
period by the Arabs at Jedda, the seaport of
Mecca, on the Red Sea, is worthy of record.
Early in the year two ships, the * Margaret”” and
the < George,” sailed from India for the Red Sea.
The * Margaret” from Tellicherry arrived at Jedda
after a voyage of sixty days on the 18th of March
1727. Mr. Hill, the Supercargo, was courteously
received by the Bashaw, and met with all the en-
couragement he could expect in the sale of the
cargo. About a month afterwards the ““ George”
arrived at Jedda from Bengal, and a good under- -
standing was preserved between the two ships,
1t so happened that the * George” had seven
Arab Lascars on board, who managed to swim
ashore at Jedda, but were arvested by the orders
of the Bashaw, and put into pricon; but were
restored to the ship on the promise of the Captain
not to punish them. On the sixth of June the
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« Margaret” prepared to sail. Meantime several
Lascars on both ships had died, and had been
buried by their comrades according to the rites of
the Mussulman religion in the little islands off
Jedda. Unfortunately sufficient care had not been
taken to cover the bodies with the earth ; and the
fishermen of the islands reported at Jedda that the
Captain of the * George” had broken his word te
the Bashaw, and put to death the Arab sail-
ors who had been restored to his ship. On the 5th
of June the Bashaw sent a special messenger on
board the “ George’’ to make enquiries, but none
of the crew had any complaint {0 make. On the
sixth of June, being the following day, the same
messenger then went on board the * Margaret,”
and there found no complaints ; but chanced to
espy the body of a Lascar who had died
tn the night, aud who the crew were preparing to
bury. lle immediately left the ship and made
threatening gestures from his boat. At this time
Mr. Hill the Supercargo was ashore with a few
other Europeans, whilst the Captain of the ¢ Mar-
garet” was on board preparing to set sail. Shortly
afterwards Mr. Hill dispatched orders for the body
of the Lascar to be sent on shore wrapped in cloth.
‘I'he order was obeyed, but by some accident the
corpse was exposed to the view of the people. The
mob of fanatics, as excitable then as they are now,
at once rose and massacred Mr. Iill and all the
Furopeans with him. Nothing of this was known
on board the ships until some boats arrived from
the Bashaw, ostensibly to preserve the ships from
the fury of the mob. The matter terminated in
8
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the detention of the two ships for a period of ten
months, whilst the Captains were kept close pri-
soners on shore, and alse were compelled to
make large advances to their crews of Lascars.
At length the dragoman of Mr. Staman, the Bri-
tish Ambassador at (‘onstantinople, arrived at
Jedda, and solicited their discharge ; and though
the Zerrif came from Mecca and did bis utmost to
oppose the departure of the English ships, the
Bashaw finally gave way, and in July 1728, the
<t Margaret’’ reached Madras. A formal complaint
was laid before the Madras Government, but it
does not appear that any further steps were taken
in the matter beyond a representation to the au-
thorities at home.

Our next extract refers to a curious coinage of
pagodas with an alloy of iron; also to the issuing
of Governor Macrae’s order against the exportation
of silver.

« Monday, 17th March, 1729. The Assay
Master attending the Board and being called in,
produced a bag of Madras pagodas, just coined
out of some gold dust brought from Manilla ;
which having a mixture of iron melted down with
it, it had made the coin though exactly alloyed,
Jook of a dirty pale colour, and had made likewise
the gold so brittle that the pagodas were very
much cracked, and consequently ill stamped ;
which he told the Board he thought proper to
acquaint them of, that he might receive their orders
tbereon before he let the remainder be coined.
The said pagodas being compared with others just
stamped, the difference was so great that the
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Board unanimously agreed it would be a very
great discredit to our coin to let them pass; and
therefore resolved that the merchant should be
obliged to refine the gold, and burn out the iron
alloy before it was coined.

* The President reports a seizure of fifty-six and
a half (563) ounces of silver endeavoured to be
run, which being produced was sold him at four-
teen and a half dollars for ten pagodas, amounting
to forty-three pagodas, twenty-eight fanams 43-28
the one-half of which is paid into the Company’s
cash and the other to the peon who seized it.”

Governor Macrae appears to the last to have
had considerable difficulty in dealing with the Com-
pany’s Native merchants. The proceedings are so
suggestive as to be worthy of record.

“ Monday, 14th July, 1729. The President
represented to the Board that, notwithstanding
the indulgence given the merchants in February
last, when it was agreed to give them till the first
of September to complete the contract which
should have been finished the 31st of January last :
they had nevertheless been very backward in bring-
ing cloth; and that unless some further measures
are taken to oblige them to bring in cloth, he
feared we should be very much disappointed in the
quantity necessary for the dispatch of our ships.
Which being debated, it was thought that possibly
the indulging them with the broad cloth this year
come and coming from Europe, might be a means
to induce them to bring in goods, and accordingly
the following terms were agreed to be proposed
to them, viz.
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« That they should provide and deliver seven-
teen hundred bales of calicoes on or before the
20th of January vext; in consequence of which
they should have the broad cloth at shirty-five per
eent. on the invoice price. But if they did no#
eomply and deliver the said seventeen hundred
bales, that then they should pay tem per cent.
more for the broad cloth ; and that the old penalty
should be forgiven them if they complied with this
eontract ; in order to do which the better they
should be advanced fifteen thousand pagodas with-
out interest till the 20th January next.

- ¢ The merchants were hereupon called in, and
the above proposals’ offered them ; which they
refused alleging that the great drought in the
eountry, and dearness of eotton, made it very dif-
ficult to provide eloth, and that therefore they
eould not comply therewith,

« Whereupon they were told it was a favour to
them that was designed thereby ; that they had
mncurred a penalty of near twenty thousand pagodas
by their non-compliance with the last contract ;
that there were now due on that contract fourteen
hundred bales not yet delivered in by them ; so
that the seventeen hundred now propesed to be
provided by them was ounly three hundred more
than they were obliged to by their old contract ;
and that in consideration thereof, they were to be
indulged with all the Company’s broad cloth :—
but these arguments wot prevailing, the Board
eame to no conclusion with them.”

« Monday, 21st July, 1729. The Company’s
merchants being again called in and asked whethey
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they had considered of the offers made them the
last consultation day, and would sign a contract
on those terms, still urged the difficulties of pro-
viding cloth, the scarcity and famine and dearness
of cotton,~which made the weavers turn their hands
to other work and retire into other countries where
grain was to be got. Which arguments they in-
sisted on so strenuously, that the Board came to
no agreement with them, and therefore dismissed
them ; with an assurance that they would sell the
broad cloth at outery, and insist on the perform-
ance of the last contract, or penalty due for the
breach thereof.”.

** Thursday, 31st July, 1729. This day the Com-
pany’s Merchants being again called in; and a
contract for seventeen hundred bales again pro-
posed to them, it was at last agreed on the fol-
lowing terms.

“That they be advanced fifteen thousand pagodas
without interest till the 30th January next; that
the penalty of the last contract be wholly forgiven
them, and nothing more demanded of them on
that account ; that they have all the Company’s
broad cloth at thirty five per cent ; and that
they shall pay twenty per cent, on the value
of all the bales which they shall deliver short of
seventeen hundred bales by the 20th of January.
Accordingly a contract being drawn out on those
conditions, was mutually signed, and the money
ordered to be paid them to-morrow morning.”

The following entries referring to the changes
in the administration of justice are worthy of pre-
servation,
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¢ Monday, 21st July, 1729. Our Honorable
Masters having disapproved of the Sheriff’s Court,
it is agreed that it be no longer continued, and
that the Justices sit weekly at the Choultry for
punishing of petty offences which are daily com-
mitted in the Town, and which are of too trivial
a nature to be brought before the Quarter-Sessions,
and that the Paymaster do make a pair of stocks.

¢ Thursday, Tth August, 1729. General letter
from the Deputy Governor and Council of Fort St.
David, read, desiring, we will give them instrue-
tions how to prevent the great inconveniences
which will arise by their inhabitants being obliged
to come up to Madras to get their disputes deter-
mined by our Mayor’s Court.

Agreed that we write thers, when such do arise
to persuade their inhabitants to go to arbitration
before the heads of their castes.”

The one great fault of Governor Macrae, and a
fault common with most men of his calibre, was an
arbitrary mode of settling matters which by no
means met with the approbation of the Directors.
His violation of the principles of free trade were
only so many instances of this arbitrary donduct ;
and were productive of evils, all of which will be
unfolded in due time. The rule against the ex-
portation of silver caused much dissatisfaction to
the inhabitants, and wae abrogated by an order
from the Directors ; whilst he himself found it
necessary to repeal his own absurd regulations res-
pecting a fixed price for grain. These events are
duly recorded below ; but in another chapter we
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shall have occasion to allude to far greater evils
which arose from the Governor’s arbitrary measures.

“ Monday, 25th August, 1729. The Board tak-
ing into consideration the purport of the last general
letter,—it is agreed that the Secrctary do give
public notice, that the inhabitants and others are
at liberty to carry their silver into the country un-
coined, and that the prohibition be taken off.

* Upon this occasion the President remarked to
the Board that there are several very severe asper-
sions thrown on him in this paragraph, as if the
prohibition had been laid on for private advantage,
and that he had counived at the breach of that
order in such as made it worth his while ; and he
solemnly averred that he had never, directly or in-
directly, carried, or permitted others to carry, any
silver out of the bounds during the prohibition,
except in rupees ; and adding that it is' necessary
for him to clear his reputation, he demanded of
them all to declare at the Board, whether they,
directly or indirectly, know of any silver being car-
ried out by him, or by others, by his authority
and protection. To which every member of the
Board answered, by declaring they knew, neither
directly nor indirectly, of any such thing.”

* Thursday, 25th September, 1729. Having
in consultation of the 3rd February last, fixed the
prices of paddy and rice, in order to relieve the
poor ; it hath been found by experience that the
said regnlation had not its desired effect : and the
season for importing of grain now coming on, and
there being reason to believe that if that regulation
be continued great quantities will be carried to
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other places, which would else come hither, it is
agreed to take off the said order and to permit
every one to sell as they can.”

Our next extract refer to the proving of the
wills of Roman Catholics. It tells its own story.

« Friday, 16th October, 1729. There being
some mistakes arisen from the orders this year
received from our Honorable Masters, relating to
proving wills in the Portuguese Church :—it is
agreed that a note be affixed in the several
languages at the Sea and Choultry Gates, and at the
Portuguese Church, to explain the same ; and to
give notice that any person of the Romish Commu-
nion is at liberty to take out Probates of wills, or
letters of administration, in that church ; but
that they are not compelled to do it. Also that
by so doing they are not entitled to a right of
using any subject of England, or other person
who is not of that communion ; and that although
the priests of that Church are allowed to grant
such Probates, or letters of administration, to such
as request the same of them ; yet that they have
no autharity to examine, or decide any controversy
between man and man, or to do or execute any
other judicial act whatsoever.”

Our next extract is simply curious. It appears
that the old Chaplains of the Company were gene~
rally bachelors, and that consequently the accom-
modation assigned them was sufficient perhaps for
a single maun, but insufficient for a family. The
Rev. Thomas Conseit, who came out about this
time, proved to be a married man with a family ;
and he accordingly prayed the Governor and
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Council to allow hin more accommodation. The
letter is sufficiently quaint to be worth preservation.
¢ To the Honorable James Macrae, Esq.

¢ President and Governor, and the Council of
Fort St. George.
¢ Honorable Sir and Sirs,

“ The inconveniences of my habitation are too
manifest to be represented, and your own appre-
hension of them at my first coming was the reason
of the proposals you were then pleased to make of
enlarging it. Time does nat alter but lengthen
the reason of doing this, and since it is my lot to
come amongst you with a family, I entreat you
will so far dlstlxwul=11 me from a bachelor, as to
allow me a habitation somewhat lar ger for a num-
ber, than would strictly accommodate a single per-
son. ‘The consideration of our healths, besides the
want of several necessary conveniences in these
strait quarters, oblige me to make this request ;
otherwise would not presume to give you the
trouble of this application and desire the necessity
of it may excuse.

Your Honors,
Most obedient humble Servant,

Fort St. GEORGE, and Chaplain,
2nd December, 1729. TroMas CoNSETT.”

We are sorry to add that though Mr. Consett’s
family bad increased since his arrival at Fort St,
George, the Government was unable to m\c him
l'u-arer accommodatmn

The following petition ta Governor Macrae 'md
Council will explain itself,
g
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“ The humble petition of the French Capuchin
Missionartes.

¢ Sheweth,

* That your petitioners, who have the honour and
happiness to be established in this city under the
auspicious protection of the Honorable Company,
and your most favourable Government, humbly
request your Honors and the Gentlemen of Coun-
cil’s permission to rebuild the cells and apartments
belonging to our church ; they being very old and
ready to fall ; which we design to do after the
model in Tuscany, answerable to that of your Hos-
pital and Guard house. Your condescension to
this will entail an everlasting obligation on

Honorable Sir and Sirs,
Your most obedient & obliged humble servants,

ForT ST. GEORGE, F. THoMas,
14¢k  February 1730. Cap. M. Assist.

The petition was granted.

The following entry is preserved, as it far-
nishes historical data, which may prove of mpor-
tance.

« Monday, 2nd March, 1730. A general letter
from the President and Council of Bombay, dated
the 11th December, was read ; advising that the
British ambassador at Constantinople had sent to
Bussorah an authentic copy of the capitulations
betwixt England and the Port for regulating the
commerce in the Turkish dominions ; that Persia
is threatened with fresh troubles, which, with the
cruelties committed by the Governor of Ispahan,
has put an entire stop to all manner of trade, and

V2l L5,
g2
2049
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that Angria’s son with his Grabs had taken the
William”™ an English ship belonging to Bombay."

We bring the two following entries together,
for the sake of the illustrations they furnish of the
mode of collecting the rent or revenue from the
Company’s out v1llnges

* Monday, 220d December, 1729. The peti-
tion of the inhabitants and renters of Egmore and
the other villages was read; setting forth that
for want of rain the last year, they are unable to
pay their rent ; and request therefore to be charg-
ed no more than the paddy fields produce in that
time.

¢ Ordered that as we (hink the cowle is let at
a moderate rent, and will one year with another
produce the reuters a reasonable profit, that they
comply with the conditions therein; but if they
think the term of the cowle too hard that they
have liberty to resign.”

* Tuesday, 24th March, 1730. The petition
of Poncola Kistna was read ; setting forth that
as he had been bound for the renters of E
and the other villages, he was obliged to see the
payments duly made ; and that the renters having
made default for the last year’s rent, he had ac-
cordingly paid the amouut to the Company, and
that one Ecambaram who had given him a bond
of indemnity in behalf of the renters, now refuses
to pay. Wherefore he desires the Board to do
him justice in this particular, and oblige the said
Ecambaram to pay him what be has already paid
the Honorable Company on this account.

‘ As this money has now been due upwards of
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nine months, and no satisfaclory reason given for
so long a delay,—ordered that Ecambaram and
the renters be confined to the Choultry unless they
will cause immediate payment. Mr. Peers (a mem-
ber of Council) dissents to their being confined.

¢ The rent for Trivatore and the other villages
having been also  due several months,— ordered
that the Secretary demand the same ; and in case
the renters do not comply to acquaint the Gover-
nor that he may confine them or otherwise as he
thinks most proper.”

Here the annals of Madras under the adminis«
tration of Mr. James Macrae are brought to a
close. Mr. Macrae however did not embark for
England until the 21st of January 1781, During
that interval some extraordinary charges of corrup-
tion and oppression were bronght against his Du-
bash, Gooda Ancona, Which will be duly discussed
in our next chapter, and to which we shall add
such particulars of the after life of Mr. Macrae in
his native country which may prove interesting to
the general reader,
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CHAPTER XXXVIIL

LAST YEARS OF MR. JAMES MACRAE.
1730—46.

On Thursday the 14th May, 1730, George
Morton Pitt, Esq., arrived from Fort St. David,
and delivered a Commission which he had received
from the Honorable Company, constituting him
President and Governor of Fort St. George, and of
all the Company’s settlements on the coast of
Coromandel, in the room of James Macrae, Esq. ;
and accordingly Mr. Macrae vacated the President’s
Chair, and Mr. Pitt was installed into his new
Office with all respect and submission. On the
following Tuesday the complaints against Gooda
Anconah, the Chief Dubash of Mr. Macrae, were
first taken into consideration by the Madras Go-
vernment, as will be seen by the following entry
in the consultations.

“ Tuesday, 19th May, 1730. The President ac-
quaints the Board that he has had several informa-
tions of complaint against Gooda Anconah, the
late Governor’s Chief Dubash ; some of them of
extortion, and other crimes of a very heinous na-
ture ; and as there is the greatest reason to believe
that Gooda Anconah will scek protection of the
Country Government, to avoid the course of jus-
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tice, (as he did once before) if not immediately
prevented Dby being taken into custody ; he (the
Governor) desires they will consult the properest
wmeasures to be taken on this occasion. Which
being debated and considered, the Board are unan-
~ imously of opinion that, if Gooda Anconah should

escape, it would be of the utmost ill consequence
to the Company’s affuirs, a great disquiet and dis-
couragement to the inhabitants of this place, and
would unavoidably draw a censure on the vigilance
and justice of this Board. Wherefore agree that
the Justices immediately commit him to the cus-
tody of the Sheriff, to be kept in the Ensign’s room
in the Fort, with permission to go where he pleases
to eat, but under a guard to prevent his escaping,
till the complaint can be more regularly heard and
examined into.”

A few days afterwards complaints and petitions
against Gooda Anconah poured in upon the Mad-
ras Government in one continuous stream ; and
from the latter end of May until the beginning of
July, appear to have absorbed public attention.
We give a few extracts from the records of this
period, which will be sufficient to indicate the pro-
gress of affairs.

« Monday, 25th Mayv, 1730. A letter from
Mr. Macrae was read, requesting that Gooda
Anconah might be allowed to come to him at the
Garden house to settle some accounts ; which the
Sheriff being acquainted with, he represents that he
cannot be answerable for so important a prisoner
in such a place. Wherefore agreed that Mr. Macrae
may send his Accountant or any other to Anconah ;
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and if he desires to be with him himself, that a
convenient room in the Fort be appointed for their
raeeting.

« Sundry petitions of complaint against Gooda
Anconah were delivered into the Board, and read
as followeth, viz.

 From Sunkah Ramah and Tomby Chetty, Joint
Stock Merchants, complaining that Gooda An~
conah, Chief Dubash to the late Governor Mr.
Macrae, having exercised an unlimited authority
over the Black Town, had by force and other ill
means extorted from them upwards of 3,700
pagodas at several times.

* From Muta Muten, Comra Collati, Mootea-
pah Chinaan, and Andachetty, setting forth that
Gooda Anconah having sent with peons several
sorts of grain, and lodged the same in the peti-
tioner’s houses, did afterwards by threats, menaces
and confinement oblige them to pay for at most
extravagant and extortionable prices ; that amongst
the many instances, they set forth particularly that
the complainants, having contracted and given
earnest for upwards of 90 garce of oil seeds at 40
pagodas per garce, the said Gooda Anconah,
against the consent of both parties, obliged them
to withdraw the said earnest, and did afterwards
compel these petitioners to receive the same oil
seeds at the rate of 68 pagodas per garce ; a great
part of which they have paid at the extortiouable
rate, and are now vexed and distressed at his suit
for the remainder.

* From Margaparam Rangapah and Mootal Mar
Chetty, sctting forth that they having received






