












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































BRITISH EMPIRE IN INDIA. 47D 

The ill-success of the British commall(ler against CHAP. XX. 

Bhmtpore had diminished tbo confidence with wbich 
he had undertaken the siege, ,,-hile it hUll for a time 
unnihilatcll his means of plll'sning" it; antI though 

the Rajah hud reason to rejoice in the good fortune 
"'hich had attenlled his efforts for the defence of his 
capital, he 'rus not ,rithout sOllie apprehension for 
the futme; more particularly as it became erident 
that Holkar could not hope to maintain ,,'ar suc-
cessfully against the English, and, single-handed, tbe 
Rajah of Bhnrtpme could not but feel his own cause 
to be desperate. The najah had been lell to join 
Holkur by tho royerses ,,,hieh befel tho English; 
the dark prospects of Holkar now separated the 
Rajah from that chief. Pursuing the policy of ad-
hering to the side which success Beemoll most dis-
posed to fa YOtlr, the Rajah condescended to make 
the first overtme to the English for peaee. On the 
10th of March vakeels from him ,vere received into A. D. 1'0". 

the English camp, and n('gotiations immediately 
commenced. \Vhilc these were in progress, tIIe 
British cavalry marched out to beat up the quarters 
of Hollmr. But Holkar had received information 
of their approach, [Lnll, Hot liking the visitation, "'as 
prepared for flight-all operation ,,,hich lie per-
formed with his usual celerity and succeSR. lIe re-
tirell to a consi,lemble distance south-west ofBllllrt-
pore, whero he thought himself secure, lnlt where, 
1l0twithstmHling, he was surprise(l by the llt'itish 
cavalry at llaybreak all the 3rd of A pril. About a 
thousand of Ilis f'ollowers fell on this orcasioll; bllt 



480 HISTORY OF TilE 

CItA P. XX. the victory failed of cOlllpletclles~ from the sallle eansu 
which had so OftCll pro,\ueud ~iIllilar results. The 

chief and his troops contollded for priority in fligbt, 
awl all tbnt was loft to tbe English was to pursue 
as fast an,l as far as tbe spoed an,] strongth of their 

horses \\'Oul,] allow. 

Bappoogoe Scindia, whose namo will he recol­
lected in connection 'rith tho unhappy rotreat of 
Colonel ~[onsoll, had !lOW openl.,· .ioine(] the onomy, 

ana his cavalry wero stationed ncar Dollpore to 
support the rOlllains of Ho]kar'~ infalltry, COlll­

mmHl('(l by IIerl1[lut Singh. To dislodge this force, 
a detacbmollL cOlllposed of sixteell cOlllpanies of 
newly raised sepoys, a battalion of regular infa1ltry, 
and a party of irregulal' II01's(', \ras (lispatcllCd from 
Agl'n ull(ler the command of Captain Hoy1c.* lIe 

'.D.180'. lIlarched froll1 Agra on tho 2Gth of "larch; Oll the 
31st he fell in with tho mmhy of B.ll'poogcc Sein­
dia and totally !'Onted it. On the 8th of April he 

attacked tho powerful force um]er I! el'llant Sing-h, 
conslstiug of bchrecll thrC'c and fOllr thous:1lld lllC'll, 

iufantry and cayalry, and occupying a strong po~itiol1 

under the fortifier] tOWIl of Adowlulnaghur, haying 
the tOWIl in it:" rcnr, and its front auel flnnk:; coycrcd 

hy deep rayincs filled \rilh troop.,. Captain Royle 

made his disllO,itions for attack with equal 'I'irit 
and jullgnlent. The cne1lly's infnlltl'y kept up a 
heavy and ,rell-directed fire. aided by three guns; 
lmt Captnin Hoyle's party rllshing ill \"jtll (,]wl'gcd 

* Dr. Forbes Royle, the distingui~hed naturalist. is a son of 
this officer. 
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bayonets, took possession of the guns and put the CHAP. xx. 
whole body to flight. Captain Pohlman, with the 
irrcgular horse, pursned alld killed great numbers of 

the fugithes. Besides the three guns, all the ellomy's 
baggage was taken, more than twenty stand of 
col oms, and, in a(ldition to a quantity of matchlocks 
and pikes, a gl'().ut number of muskets of European 

manufacture. 

On the <lay distinguished hy this hrilliant stroke 
the army before Bhurtp01'8 again changed its ground, 

taking "l' nearly the same position which it had 
previously occupied. This movement appears to 
have given some uneasiness to the Ilajah, and pro­

bably accclemted the conclusion of the treaty. On 
the 10th of A pril preliminaries were agreed upon: on A. D. 1805. 

the following ,hy the third son of the Ihjah arrived 
in the British camp as a hostage; and on the 17th a 
definitivo treaty was signed, under which the fortress 
of Docg was to hc restored by the British govern-
ment, when assmed of the fidelity of the Hajah, 
who pledged himself to aid that govel"lllllent against. 
its encmics, and never to hold any correspondencc 
or have any connection with tllCm, nor to clltcrtaill, 

without the sanction of the English, any Emopeall 
in his service. lIc further agreed to pay twcnty 
lacs of rupees in compensation of tho expenses 01" 
the ,rar, three of which were to he advance<l im­
mediately; hut the payment of the last illstahllellt 
of fiye lacs to be remitted on proof of the Hn:inlt's 
continned attachment; awl as a security for the 
due execution of this part of tit" treaty, OIlC of the 

VOL. III. 2 I 
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CHAP. XX. nnjaJI's ~Oll~ was to rc.';ddp constantly with the com­

manding omeer of tile British forces in the soulmhs 
of Ddh i or A gra. 

Thc~c terms ,,'ere not dishollonralJJc to the Bri­
tish ~ yet tJlO precedent of snlJl)litting ill pntiencc 

to J,ppnlsn aJld snft<-'l'ing' JH'gotiatioll to wait upon 

d"feat was a had Olle. Thc British comIlUlllllcr-in­
('hid~ howeycl', ,ras lIot sorry tn he relieved 011 allY 

terms from the neccssity of making furthcr attcmpts 

against Bhnrtpore. Not only was he disconragcd hy 
his rciterate,1 failures, but he was apprehensivc, and 
jnstly so, of the ellect which they might have upon 

the hollow allies of the British government; amI 
Illore espccially upon Scindia, whose conduct since 
the conclusion of peacc ,,-ith him had nevcr ceased 

to be suspiciouR. During the negotiations for the 

trcaty 1I1lder which Scimlia had agreed to rccciYe a 
British force for his protection, a yak eel from Holkar 
had arrived ill the camp of his brothel' chief; and 

he continued to reside there, not onl~' after the 
conclusion of the treaty, but after Halkar had placed 
himself iu a position of unequivocal hostility with 

regard to the English go,-ernment. On being ap­

prized of the intention of that government to reduce 
the power of IIolkar, Seinuia expressed himself 
really to assist, and he actually dispatched a force 

1Illder Bappoogee Seindia (already mentioned), pro­
fessedly to co-operate ,,-ith the British commander­
in-chief; but he ,lid not dismiss Halkur's vakeel. 

His dismissal 'YOS at lcngtl! formally demanded hy 

the British resident; who, at the same time, sub-
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mitted a plnn formed by General 'Ve!lesley, which CHAP. xx. 
contained various suggestions for the cffectiye eo-
operation of Scindia in the hostile proceedings which 
were about to take plnce. By this plan it was pro-
posed that Scindia shouhl send an officer to join 

the army under Colonel Murray, for the purpose of 

securing the application of the resourccs of that 
chieftain's territories to the exigencies of the Bl'iti~h 
force" and of taking churge of such portions of 
Holkur's possessions in Malwa as Colonel i\Iu\'l'ay 
might subdue and think propel' to entmst to that 
officer's care; that Scinuia should provide at Ou-
jein battering guns for the usc of Colonel Murray, 

and that hc should employ his horse without delay 
in reducing the principal posscssions of Holkar. 
Scindia, in reply, promised to send un oflicer to the 

camp of Colcnel J\[nrray as desired; but he took 
various ol.{jections to other parts of the proposed 

plan. Hc alleged that, fro111 acting upon it, llunger 
,,"ould arise to his own possessiollS, and tbat he had 
no onlnancc of the description rcquired to be pro-

vided at Oujein; but it "as added, that if the 
guns tal,en from him in the late war by the British 
army "'cre restored, tltey should be applied in aid 
of the operations of Colonel l\[lll'ray's force. Hol-

kar's vakeel, it was representcd, was on ball terms 
with his master, [mel transactcll no business for him; 

his continucl1 residellce ill Scillllia's camp 'HIS there-

fore justified, 011 the g'rOlnlll that his knowledge of 
Holkar's aflhirs might be ImHlu nscfu\' These re­
presentations were fo!lowell by the expression of nil 

212 
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('JUl'. XX. ('xpcdatioll that, a:"; the g()n~rl10l'-gCJlcral hrul ac­
el:lI'(',l all illtl'llt.ion of as~igllillg to Scilldia a portion 
of tbe tel'ritory wliiC'h migllt be takell from llolkar, 
lie would rostor(' to Scindia the forts of Golm(l allll 
Gwaliol', [Ll}(l fUl'thpI' lllake C'Olll})('lIsatioll to him for 

the 10" >!,stained hy the tempornry alienation of 
that portion of llis po~s('ssi()l1s. 

The Inst dem'"lIl was a rCllmyal of a claim ,,-lIicll 
b:vl heell previollsly disC'llssc(l, nIHI, as was believC'(1 
on the part of the British allthorities, set. at rest. 
'IlIe British governmcnt lu"l acquire(1 the right of 
(lisposing of tho countries ill quC'stion under tho 

treaties concluderl with Amhajec Ing-lia and the 
Rana of Gollud, het,,-ccn ,,-110m a division of tel'l'i­
tory had heen made, Gwalior falling to thc lot of 
the latter party, hy \,-hom it \ntS smrendcrell to tile 
English. Amhajce Inglia soon ahalldoncd his Eng­

lish alliance, and rcsumed his allegiance to Lis for­
mer lnaster. But the English government continued 
to maiutain their ellgagements with the Itmm of 

Gohud, and their own right to keep posscssion of 

Gwalior. In opposition to their determination on 

thesc points, Scindia's diplomatists appear to have 
ll1'gc<1 that the territories in question formed part. 
of the actual posse~siolls of their chief, and had Bot 

heen dircctly alienated hy the treaty; that tbellana of 
Gohud had for many years possessed no pretensions 

to the title of a sovereign prince; that neither that 
personage nor Am bnjcc Illglia came under the de­

scriptioll of "rajnhs and others," \\"ith ,,-hom trcn­

ties wC\'e to hc confirmed. IIlIller the ninth article 
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of the treaty with SciIHlin;* alld that Scilldi,,', CHAP. xx. 

ministers bad understood, in the pr()gl'es~ of the 

uegotiatiolls, that the fort of Gwalior and the couu-

tr), of Gohud "'ere to be retained by SciIHlia. The 
first of these allegations "'as tl'lle: the territories of 
the Hana of Gohlld were not ,lirectly ceded by the 

treaty; but the right of the HUlin 'ras iudirectly 
ackno\rle(lgcd in the second article, ill ·which cer-

tain C'C:o::siOllS arc described as lying to the north-

ward of the territories of the Hann of GolllHI; aIHI 
again in the lIinth, which engages for the confirma-

tion of certain treaties made by the English, 1'1'0-

yided they did not interfere with Scin,lia's claims 
to the soutlnmrd of the territories of the Raila of 

Gohud. The denial of the right of that prince to 
the rank of a soycreigu was to be lllet by refercnce 
to the fact that he was the rel'resentatiYe of a house 

whose right to rule vms far ohler thall that of Scillelia, 

by WhOIll it had been dbl'ossesseel. Scindia', claim 

* The article ran thus :-" Certain treaties have been made by 
the British government with rajahs and others, heretofore feuda. 
tories of the 1\.Iaharajah Ali .Jah Dowlut Rao Scindia. These 
treaties are to be confirmed, and the l'.Iaharajah hereby renounee8 
all claims upon the persOils with whom such treaties ha\'c been 
made, and declare8 them tu be independent of hi8 gO\Trument and 
authority, prm'ided that none of the territories belonging to the 
Maharajah ~ituated to the southward of those of the ltajahs of 
Jeypore and .Toudpore and the Halla of Gohud, of which the 
revenues have been collected by him or his aumihtars, or have 
been applicable, as surinjaumy, to the paymcnt of hi8 troops, arc 
granted away by such treaties. Li"ts of the pCrS0118 with 'whom 
such treaties have been made will be l-\'in'll to the I\labarajah 
])uwlut Rao Scindia when this treaty ~hall be ratified by his 
excellency the goyernor-general." 
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CIlAl'. XX. upon GollUd \ras that of a cOllqllerOr; that of the 
English to disp""e nf the conn try \ms the same. 
The H:ma, in ad,lition to the right which he dcrivcd 
from the English, had that of ancient possession. 
It is rcmnrkable, too, that whilo SoiIHlia was deny­
ing that there was any H.ana of Gohnd, thc treaty of 
pcace which he ha,1 ratificd should contain in two 
of its articles reference 1y name to this prince, and 
to his territorial possessions. It has 100n said that 
the right of the British government to clisposc of 
Gohlld was the right of a conqueror, ancl virtually 
this \\'Us the fact. It is true that it was occupiecl 
under an arrangemcnt made "'ith Ambajee lnglia; 
but force \roulcl otherwise have been employcd­
in,locll the employmcnt of some degree of force was 
at last neccssary-au,! it \Yonhl be as absurd to 
deny the right of the British government to occupy 
the country, because that right was obtaincil by 
treaty, as to 'juostion the right of n 1elligeront 
powcr to occupy a fortress, because, \"hen ahout to 
he subjected to storm, the garrison surrendercil 
upon terms. It was n condition of the transfer of 
thc cOllntr)" that Ambajee Inglin should obtain 
par! (,I' it-a condition yel')' i1iscreditable to himself 

as " senant of Scindia; hut perfectly in accordance 
,,,ith the gcncrnl charnctcr of the man. Amhajee 
lng-lin in the scquel traitorously deserted the Eng­
lish, as he hnd before deserte,1 Scindia. Could this 
:-;ccond trcachery invalidate his previons nets, or 
,Ic,troy the rig-Ills ",I,iah others hac! oblainc,1 unuer 

tltC'III? lIt' lI1igllt f01'('2-'o the advantages \rhieh bl' 
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had to expect from British protection, unt he con"l CHAP. xx. 
not thus deprive others of the uenefits which they 
had derived under a treaty to which he was a party. 
The final disposition of conquered countries, indeed, 
must ill ordinary cases be dependent on the al'l'ange-
ments made at the conclusion of the war; but had 
the English govel'lllllent been disposed to rest arc 
Gohucl to Scinclia, they could not have clone it 
without a breach of faith-they had parted with 
the power by reinstating the Ram in the authority 
to which he was justly entitled. The treaty '''ith 
the Hana of Gohud was not signed till ufter the 
conclusion of the trcaty with Scindia; but the 
English could not with honoUl' have pleaded a point 
so purely formal in excuse of the violntion of their 
engagements. Gwalior might have been rcstored, 
as it wus rcsigned to the British govel'llmcnt; but 
if the right of the Rana of Gohllll be admitted, 
there was no obligation to restorc it, as it unques-

tionably formed purt of the original possessions of 
his family, and was by him relinquished to the power 
to which he O1ved the re-establishment of his rights. 
Had it been practicable, the treaty "'ith Scindia 
ought to have provided in distinct terms for tho 
quiet possession by the Hana of Gohwl of his 
dominions, ani! for the validity of all acts conse-
quent lIpan his restoration, including the cession of 

Gwalior to the English goverllment; but ,rhen the 
treaty wns cOllc1udc{l, the negotiators ,,"ere ignorant 

of the intentions of the gOYPl'nol'-gcllcrnl, and from 

this cause the questiull ,ras left 1I1HIeci,lc,1. Thl' 
dOllhle l'Cf'l'l'Clll'l'. hO\H'H'I" tu the I\rllla of nohull 
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ClIAP. Xx.. amonnted to a suHicicnt recognition of his rights, 

and left Seindin without any claim upon tho British 
government with reganl to CO}1l1l1, except as a 

mutter of favour. r 11 this view of the question 

the British governmellt could do lIothing, beillg 

bOllnd by their ongagoments with the Rana. Tho 
o\,jeetion that Ambajee lngli" aIHI the Hana of 
Gulmll wero not of tho description of persons re­
lerred to in the ninth article, us rajahs and others 
heretofore feudatories of Seindia, was of no im­

portance as to the Rana of Golmd, in tho face of 
the recognition of his rights in other parts of the 
treaty; and as to Ambajee lnglia, the British go­
vernment hUll no lOll gel' any interest in the qllestion 
,vhether the treaty with him were good or bal\. 

The vision of Mahmtta diplomatists is too acuto 

to admit the supposition that the full efl"et of the 
passagos in the treaty referring to the Raila of Gohud 
was llllperecived by them; and if the Hana had no 

territory, nor the right to any-if he werc to be re­
garded, as was now conteI1l1ed, n1crcly as a private 

individnal, ,vith what object was his name intro­

,Iueell into the treaty, or what was to he nnderstood 
by his territories? It appears that Geneml 'V 01-
lesley, ,dlO negotinted the treaty on the part of the 
British goYornment, was not [marc that the state of 

Gohlld hall heen overrun by Scindia, that he regarded 
Gnhnd as a state actually existing, and not as one to 
l)c restored:* but SeilHlia's servants possessed a full 

knowledge of the actual state of aflllir,-with this 

* Letter of General \\' ellcsley to l\Iajor I\Ialcolm, 17th August, 
180--1, in "'ellington Despatches. 
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knowledge they signed a treaty recognizing the Rmmof CIIAP. xx. 
Gohud, an<i with equal knowledge Scin<iia ratified it. 
As to any hopes that might have heon held ont in the 
comse of the IIcgotiation, that Gohnd allIl Gwalior 
would he left in Scindia's possession, it might he 
snfficient to remark that these hopes, ifthey existed, 
origiuated with the Mahmtta diplomatists-that 
they were not encoHraged hy Gencml 'Yellesley, who 
was too cautious [L negotiator to excite expectations 
which arrangements heyoml his control might render 
va:n. On the contrary, he warned them of the 
!,ossihle consequences of delay in allowing time for 
forming engagements which might be detrimental 
to the interests of their master, hut to which, when 
formed, the British governmcnt would he honnd to 
adhere; and he rcfused to insert in the treaty nny 
thing that might tend to oefcnt the effect of any 
such engagemcnts.t The claim of Scindia was met 
011 the part of the British government hy a variety 

of arguments which it wonld he tedious to quote; 
the "hove may perhaps be sufficient to lead to a 
just conclusion upon its merits. 

The rcnewal of Scindia's cbim to thc rcstitution 

t General \Velle~ley, who appears to hm·c thought that Gwa­
liar ought to be restored to Seindia, expressed some regret that 
the point had not been clearly explained before the treaty \vas 
signed. (Letter to Major lUalcolm. 2:2ud May, 1804, in 'Vel1ing­
ton Despatches.) But the state of his information sufficiently 
excuses the want of greater precaution, while it is certain that 
the highest degree of exactness would be iusutiieient to prccl\lde 
a l\:Iahratta from the exercise of his old and mueh-lO\"Cd privilege 
of chicane. 
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CIIAI'. XX. of Golnul and Gwalior, togethcr with the ol\jcctioll' 
malIc to thc course pointe'] out by the British 
:tuthoritiC's for the conduct of the war, gave rif'c to 

considerable (liscussion uetween ScilJ(lia's ministers 

aw] the ilritish resi.Jcnt. At length, howeycr, all 
points of ,lispute appcared to be amicably adjusted. 
Srinl]ia engaged to lend all the aid in his powcr 
townl"tls prosecuting with vigour the war against 

Holkar, to dismiRS that ehicftain's vakeel, to re­
nounce all pretensions to Gohud and Gwalior, and 
to conflrll1 the trcaties rcferred to in the ninth articlc 
of that between the British goycrnmcnt am] hilll­
sl,lf. But he made heavy complaints of pecuniary 
distress, and rcprescnted an advance from his British 
ally as nccessary to enablc him to carry his good intcn­
t.ions into eftect. 'Vhile Dowlut Rno Scindia was thus 
professing frienl]ship for the English, and soliciting 
pccuniary assistance from them, Bappoogee Scindia 
hal] employed himself in desolating the territories 
of Bhoondi, from \rhich Colonel Monson drew part. 
of his supplies, had seized eighty camels bclonging 
to that ollicer's army, and had stopped the transit 
of the British post. 

Notwithstanding these suspicious indications, and 
others of a similar character ill Malwa, of which 
Colonel Murray complained, the resident at Scindia's 
calllp \\"as authorized to afford him pecuniary assist­
ance, lll'oyided some reasonable security could be 
obtaincd thut the object for which the ,uhance was 
llIade would he eftected. \Vith this "iew, it was 
"'ggested that the chief should himsplf assume the 
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command of the army under Bappoogec Scindia, aIHI CHAP. xx. 

that he should proceed from Borhampore, whem his 
calllp then ,,·as, to his capital, Oujein. These sug-
gestions dre,,, fl'Olll Scindia's lllinisters fl declaration, 

that to their adoption two conditions 'vere ilHlis-

pensable: the first might readily have been ex­
pected-it was, that the resident should supply 
funds to defray the expcnse of Scindia's march to 
his capital. Tho second could scarcely have been 

anticipaterl, even by those best acquainted with 
l\Iahratta modcsty, and bcst qualified to judge of its 
extent-it was, that in the evcnt of a jllllction of 
Scindia's army with a British force, the I\Jahmtta 
leader shoul,l exercise cOlllmand over both. The 
resident replied, that whenever Scindia might be 
llesirous of having thc disposal of a British force he 

might apply for the suhsilliary force, in conformity 
with the provisions of the treaty of defensive alli-
ance; hut that the proposal to subject a British 

army to his COllllllfUH], or to that of his officcl'~, "'as 

utterly inadmissihle. The application for fllnds to 

undertake the march to the capital was answered 
by intimating tlmt tlw British governlllent had ]!re-

viously manifested" disposition to relieve Scindia's 
immediate exigencies, though it could not undertake 

to providc for the permanent disbursements of the 

state. The alllollnt of the pccuniary assistance to 
be aflorded, the conditions on which it was to be 
givcn, and the peri 011 to be appointe,l for repay-
ment, continued for a lengthened pCl'iOll to flll'lli."ih 

grounds for (lisC1l8Siul], which was couducted hy 
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('HAP. XX. Scindia'~ servants in :t mallner whidl ,lid Hot di~­

credit tlto establisl](',l cl,ar:!cter of'l\!ahratta diplo­
macy. TIl rltl,lition to these tOJlic~, tIlO 11I0de ill 
which ~('ill(li:t was to CO-O}lel'ato with tho Eng-lis}l 
was 11(>oated; alHl among other plalls ~111m}itte,1 fOI" 

tIle consideration of tho British resident ,,-us Olle, 
I,!' wllich SciIlflia was to take the fleW in porson, 
with a large Lody of horse and a proportion flf in­
fantry and artillory, at a monthly expenso of' ahout 
a qnarter of n million sterling. Togethor ,yith this 

plan, threo others less costly 'yere suggested; but on 
the resident inquiring by what TI1e-ans the expense 
of any of them was to he provide,l for, he was giycn 

to understall<l that Scindi<1 relied in this respect on 

the British govcl'llmcnt. This renm\'od tho intcr­
minahle discussion ,,-hich had already consumed so 

mnch timo, and which oontillllC,l to occupy the 
rosidcnt and the l\!ahratta ministers till tho a]')'ilul 

in eamp of a, personage whose presence augllred ill 
for the British canse, This was Scindia's father-ill­
la w, Shirzee Hon Ghatgay by name, a lllan I'rofti­
gate, intriguing, rapacious, and crnel, beyond eycn 

the onlillary 111Ca8111'0 of l\lahrattn profligacy, intrigue, 
rapacity, anu cruelty, and not 11lOI'C distingui:::hed by 
his pre-eminence in all the eyil propen,ities which ,Ie­
form the Mahrattn charactor, than by his iuycterato 
hatro,l of the English, He hall beon appointed, 
11l1l1er extraordinary drcumstal1ees, Scindia's dewall. 
The appointment originated in tho fol1owing mallner. 

Beforo the marriage ofSeindin with the ,bnghter of 
Shirzoe Hao, a compact had been made between the 
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latter pcrsonage and the Poishwa, by yirtue of which, CHAP. xx. 

in consideration of equivalent sel'vicc~, the Peishwa 
authorizel! Shirzee Rao to make a promise on his pmt 
to Scindia of two crores of rupees-he also engagp(l 

to procure Shirzec Rao to be appointed Scinllia's de-
Wan. The expenses of Scindia's marriage exhausted 

his treasury, and he was left without the moans of 
providing forthe charges of his militnrycstablishment. 
In this emergoncy he pressel! the Peislma for pay-
mont of the two croros of rupees which had been 
promised. The prince declared himself unable to 

raise them; hut suggested that Shirzec Jbo shoulel 
be nominatcel Scindia'" dowan, and in this character 
levy for the amount upon the rich inhahitants of 

Poonn. The plan "'as adopted, and Scil1llia's trea-
sury replenished hy the perpetration of 11 series of 
atrocities mrclyequalled eyen in countrics where such 

modes of obtaining money are in ordinary pmctice. 
All who possessed wealth, 01' were sllpposed to pos-

sess it, "'ore subjected to tho most friglltful tortures, 
undor the infliction of which somo died. Captain 

Duff, after detailing the circumstances of tho ap­
pointment, says, " Such were the secret lncuns by 
which Shirzee Hao Ghatgay became minister to his 
son-in-law, and by which Bajee Rao Itugonath let 

loose upon his subjects the violence awl extortioll 
of a monster "'hose name will bo remcmbered, ",Idlc 
Poona exists, with horror awl execration,"*' The 
("onrse of the ue,'mn was worthy of it~ COllllllCIH'C'-

mcnt; but at length he foIl ulleler the di.'plcnsure of 

* History of the Mahrattas, "01. iii. 
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CIlAI'. XX. Scillclia. :lnci was not only dismissed from his em­

ployment, hut arrc5t('(I, nIHI for fl time sllhjcetcd 

to imprisonlllcnt. Whcn set at libcrty, he COIll­

menced a Ill"\" (,:1I'l'cr of intrigue awl crime. In 

releasing Sldl'zcc ]tao, Scilldin, had been influ­
cl,,·c,1 b)" the a,hice of a minister wlIIIC,1 Ilallolm 
'l'attyha; amI the fir,t lise ,,·bich Shil·zee Jtao Illade 

of his freedom ,vas to cOInll:lSS tbe .1estruction of 
bis benofactor, togethcl" with his adhercnts. Bal­
lolm ,,'as at his instigation thrown into prison, ,,-here 

a natural deatb released him frolll further persecu­
tion; hut his relatives and associates felt the full 
force of' Shil'zcc's yeng-eance. For OIle of them 

Sllil'zee illvented a Hew lnodc of execution: U IlUln­

bel' of rockets '\'CI'C fastened on him, which hcillg 
fire!l, carried the wretched lllan on'Yi.u<1, mangling 
his Lody in fl horrible lllanncr, to the amusement 

of the brutal contriver of this nc" llIode of fright­
ful jJuni,hmcnt. ~\vhen Scinllia departcd to the 

northward, Shirzee Ibo remained in the Deccan to 

manage the chieftain's aflairs in that qual"!er. Left 

there ostensibly to suppl·ess the troubles and ,lis­
ordcrs which prevailed, his presence tended but 

to increase thcm. After pursuing his vocntion of' 

pluwler to the southward, he repaired with a small 
party to Poona, ,,·here he became imjJortunatc in 
his ,1emands for money, and sat in dhurna * at the 
,loor of the Pei,l",a', fa yomite minister. This ex­

periment had nearly cost him his liherty, if !lot his 
life. The nliuistcr, nuder pretcnce of gh"ing him 

* For an account of this ceremony. :::ee yo1. i. page .731. 
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bills on certnin ballkcl':-'-, invitc(l hiIn into the honse, CHAP. xx. 
recciyed him there with extraordinary courtesy, and 
after [l due interchange of ciyilities, rose appa-
rently to fetch the promise,l bills. But tllC fayour 
which he intCluled to bestow mlS of a different 

kiud. His departure was to be the signal for 

seizing anLl perhaps lllUrdcring' his unwelcmne yis-i-
tor. Shirzee Hao, either apprized of til(' intclI-
tion, or, which is lllorc probable, snspecting it 
from some indication on the purt of bis host, drew 
his slYonl, sprung at the throat of the minister, 
and in this lllaIlller tlraggetl him into the stroet, 
where muIting lipan his horse, he ,,-ith his party 
made the best of their way to the army ,,-hieh he 

conunallded; the whole of which he forthwith 
brought to Poonn, resolYing to plunder and hum 
the city. Tl'e interference of the British resi,lent 
becmne nccessary to preyont lnischicf; and it was 
only Scimlia's ,mnt of the services of this tnrhul('nt 

and audacious man in another place which relieve,l 
the Peishwn frOln the fear and dallger resulting 1'1'0111 

his proximity." This "'as the lllan who now ap-
peared at Scindia's durbar to inflame the ill feel-

ing already provailing therein against the Eng-lisk 
His influence over Scinllia appeared to be as great 
as it hall ever been, and he was adlllitte,l to fre-

quent secret conferences. His character mHl feel-
ings were too well known to leave ,\II)' ,10u!Jt of the 
use muue of thesc Oppol'tuilitics. ] lad llis views 

required illustration, it ,\'ould I,aye heen found III 

* Duff's History of the .Mahmttas, vol. iii. 
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CTTAP. xx. the fact that he was visite(l hy TIolkar's vakeel, 
whom he rcceive(l with marks of distinction. The 
al'l'ival of Shirzee Hao, the attention which he 
secnrc(l, awl the continued presencc of Holkar's 
vakeel, calbl forth fresh rcmonstranccs from the 
British rcsidcnt, w'hieh were mct hy fresh assurances 
of good f~tith UlHl good disposition tOW:11'(18 the Eng­

lish. In the meantime Bappoogee Scimlia, with his 
army, hall fallen ofl' to the enemy. This defcction 
being hl'Ollght to the notice of Scindia's lllillistcl', 
he, with that impudcnt rcliance upon Ell1'opean cre­
dulity which ilfahrntta negotiators so often manifest, 
and for the in(lulgence of ,,,hich, it lllust bc 01(1-

mittc(l, European diplomatists have not unfrc'lncntly 
affordcd ample cncouragcmcnt, statcd thc substance 
of somc letters, or prctCTl(led lettcrs, from 13appoogce 
Scilluia, representing his submission to IIolknr as a 

lllcasUl'C of necessity, but expressing his resolution 

to rctul'll immediately to his (luly. This was some­
what more than the resident ,,,"s preparcd to crcdit; 
awl after expressing some surprise at his want of 

lilith, Scindia's ministcrs promiscd illfjuiry and ex­
planation. Not long afterwards, 13apJloo 'Vittul, the 
minister who w'as bclieved the uest afleetcd to t1 Bri­
tish alliance, was attacked by {liscasc, ,yhich tcrllli­

natml in his (kath. His illness transfelTc(1 Sein(lia 
entirely into the hall(ls of Shirzce Rao, whose in­
triguing spirit found fit occnpation ill moulding the 
millu of his wcnk, vacillating son-ill-hL'V to l1is will. 

Sein(lia "OW "",rehc(l from BoriJamporc. He was 
attended, not only by his 1nillistcl's and servants, 
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but also by IIolkor's yakecl. This ",as OlIC indica- CIIAP. xx. 
tion of his feeling to""mls his British ally. He did 
not march dire(,t to Olljein, n~ :-:ngge:-:tc(l by t}JC 

British resident, and as the state of aflhirs impcri-
ously required - and this "'as :!nothel·. It ,\'~s 

officially intimated to the residellt that Scill<1ia 
would proceed ill the first instance to J cllode, a 
place within his own domilliollS~ and tllcrc settle 
the future direction of his lllarch. On the 1ll0l'lling 
of the day, however, fixed on for the COlllmenccment 

of the march, an'L after hoth Scindia and the rcsi(lL'nt 
were actually in motion, the forlller, witliout any 

announCClllCllt of his iutcnti011, suddenly ChaIlg'cd 
his course, and pl'occcdf'll in t1if' direction of Bho-

pal. Bhopal was at this time an o~ject of SOlllC 

intel'est. TIl(' fort and territory of [-Ioshcingau:ul, 

helonging to the Naboh of Bhopal, had long heen 
coveted hy the Rajah of Berar, who ultimately 

attained hi,.;,; ohjcct by corrupting the persons in 
charge of the fort. "'hen thc lbjah of Bcrar was 

engaged in hostilities "'ith the British goverlllllent, 
the Nauoh of Bhopal took advantage of tIll' cirClllll-
stance to clHleavour to reO"ain I IORhein~:2'nh;l<l, :uHl 

" " 
he sllcceeded. It h:1<1 hocn l'UmOlll'l',j that Scin<1ia, 
in consideration of a SUIll of money to he p:ti(l by 
the Rajah of Berar, was to assist th"t chief with a 
military force, to be emplo)'e'l in rc,lllcing' TJoshl'in­
gabad once 1Ho}'e uwlcl' his allthol'ity; awl ill ('OJl­
soqllence, the Naboh of Bhopal IJ:1<llll:t<lu al'l'lieation 
to the British resident with Scin,lia to he pla,·,'t! 
lllHlcl' t1lP pl'otl'rtioll of tl](~ Hl'iti:;.:.h g>()VC'l'lIll1PlIt. 

YOLo III. 
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ClIAP. XX. Ho ]mcl SOlI1C claim, Oil the gronnd of formol' ~Cl'­

viecs, to the protection which he sought, his I"'clle­
ccssor in the governlllellt ha.ying SOlllC years he fore 
ren,ler(',1 vah",],le service to a British forl'e ullllcr 

Gelleral Go(l(lul'cl, "'lien that COml1UllHlcl' was sur­

rounded hy Iiostility allll perfilly." The overture. 
however, "':15 met hy gellera] expressions of ('0111"­

tesy, accolllpanied hy a statemcnt. that the policy of 
the British governmcnt preclnded its interposition 
to inftncnce the rcsults of allY contest behvcen states 
with which it was at ami tv. 

Serions illness had prevented the British resident 

frolll kecping up with the march of Scin,lia, anll he 
did not overtake him until he had arrived \yithin 

the territories of Bhopal, where his troops \\'ere 
employed under Shil'zce Hno in attacking a ~llIall 

fortified village named Cheonee. Immediately on 

reaching the camp, the British representative dis­
patched Mr .• J enkins, the secretary to the residency, t 
to remonstrate. Tlmt gentleman accol"lingly 1'0-

paired to the dmhar, allll after adverting to the 

existing stnte of facts, proceeded to point ant the 

inconsi.stcncy of Scillllia's conduct with the obliga­
tions of the dcfensiye alliance. Ire reprcsented 

that, although Scindia, in reply to the British resi­
llcnt's repented applications, ha,l declared that he 
YnlS unable to march unless pccuuiary aid were 

* On the march of General Goddard from Bengal to Bombay, 
during the :\Iahratta war under Hastings. 

t Now Sir Richard Jenkins, G.C. B., and a director of the 
Ea~t-India Company. 
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afforded by the British govcrnmcnt, he had marched, CHAP. xx. 
notwithstallding' he baa l'ccciyed no sHch ni(l, uu(l 

to a distance which, in the direction recolllmended 
by thc resident, would have enallied him to form a 

junction with the British force nndcr Colonel Mlll"-

my; that the late Illovement of Scillflia's arlll)' 'ms 
unconnected with any singlc ohject of the contest 

with llolkar; that it Was dircrtc,l to the injnry of" 
state which maintaincd relations of pcnce both with 
SeilH.lia and the British govel"lllllent, nIHI ,,·as thus a 

violation of the prineiples of the defcmive alliaHce, 
whjch "''"ere opposed to nggressiyc war and the spirit 
of conquest; and that thc attack "pon Bhopal was 
at variance with the provisions of the subsidiary 
trcaty, which trenty, 011 the other hand, ,,,as again 

violated by the withdrawal of Seindi,,'s forces frolll 

the war with Holkar, un,l the clllployment of thelll 
on objects in which the allie,l powel·s had no just in-

terest, all,l in a manller calculated to increase the 

llumhcr of thcir ellclllics. 

After llIany attempts to evade discussion alto­
gether, ScilHlia made an effort to justify his con­
,lnct. He still maintained that he was ,lestitute of 
the IHcans of co-operating efficiently with tbe British 

force; arguing that as lIolkal"s force consisted Jll'in­
cipally of c,,,"alry, thirty thousand horse ,,·onl,l he 

necessary to oppose him, and that Coloncl }\[mray 

had no horse. His march to Bhopal Scindia jnsti­
fic,l hy alleging that ti,e Nahob was his trihutary­
that the step which he ]",d takcn cncourage,] ofliccrs 
to .ioin him ',.]10 wonl,l otherwise have hcon ,]clenc,] 

2 K :2 
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CHAP. XX. hy tll() wnnt of ]lp('l1l1ial'Y 1'(,~Olln'('~, fU1I1 that so fnl' 
from Ids mare1] lH'illg', as the British fUllCti01Jal'Y 

alleged, lI11C(lllllceiPd 'ritll tho ()l~jpcts of tlle "-aI', it 
was llIHl('l'tak('1I with C'fo:l'ceial I'Cfel'ClwC' to thClJl ~ 

Scill(lia's desigll heilIg, as he stat('(1, to lcvy cOlltl'i­

Imtiolls Ol! tl,e Nabob of Bhopal, 1'0" the lHlrl'o't' 

of placillg' his army ill a cOll(litioll to nct a,Q.'aiust til(' 

("WillY, 011 part of this cxpbl!atiol! the British 

I'C'Ri<lcnt, 1\T r. 'V cbhc, ill a eOll1muni('ution to Ids 

government, rcmul'kc,l-" The Nnboh of Bhopal is 

not a tl'ilmtnl'y to Scin(lia, so conside1'cd, n1tllOugh 
it is trill' that ho has beel! subjected to such ex­

nctiolls as the superior force of Scill(lia 11ft:'; occa­

siollally rOIl,lere.! it convelliellt for him to t'llforct' ; 

but tho tl'lIe ol~ject of Sci!l(lia's march to this pbce' 

"'as fOllll(l('(l 011 :l. plan CllIlccl'tc(l hctwCl'1I him :111(1 
tho R\jalt of :'Iagpore," for th,' pll1']lOse of assisting 

Ruggqjce Bhmlf.;]at in wl'('~tillg the fort nIHl tCl'ri­
tory of Hosl,eillgalJa,l from tlte Nahob of Bhopal." 

The ,ll'signs of the Hajah of BernI', with n~spect to 

Iros]lI.~ingab:Hl, hayc lJecll alrcatly lllentio1led; it wns 
hcli('\'od that his views ('xtemlo,l further tl"'ll tllt' 

rccovery of the fort alit! torritory kllmnl bythnt name. 

There \YaS ~Ollll' rl':l.:o;oll to appn.·hCl1(l thnt he mcdi­
tatcIl tlie I'eslimption, I,,· force of arms, of thl~ tcr­

ritory which "a,l hocli surrclHlercd hy tho treaty so 

lately COllclllllcd hy him with the British gOyerlllllcllt. 

The cxi~tell('e of snch views was attesh'(l hy a series 
of cOiTeRl'onclclIce \, .. hicl, fdl illto the hallds of tl", 

British },p,'"dtlC'lIt nt Nag-pore: :11111 'ya~ further COl"-

* The Rajah of Bcrar. 
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robomtc,l 1>y thc eftorts mafIc iJy the Hajah to mise CllAP. xx. 

funds, alHI by the extraordinary activity which ap-

peare(l to l'crYadc the various departmcnt, of his 

gOYCrmllcnt. For SOllIe timc preYiollsly to these dis-

coveries, it hill! heen ohservc(! that no cordial feelings 

of friendship existe(! on the part of the Hajah towanls 

the British govennnent. That goVerIllllent felt bound 

to adhere to certain engag'e1l1Cllts mnlle with parties 

previously dependents upon the ltnjah of Berar, and 

to continue to extend to them its protection, al-

though in sOllle instances the date of the treaties 
was su1"equellt to that of the peace w,ith their 

forlller chief. Heparation w'as offered to the Hnjah ; 

but though he sullenly accepted the list te])(lcred to 

him of his alienated (lcpendents, he refused to accept 

of the reparatioll, or to ontol' into :lll)' additional 

engagements, though aUCl1l1ed with all vantage to 

himself. The Hajah, indeed, eventually expresscd 

Ililllself satisfied that thc British government had 

acted correctly; but it vms evi(lent that he had 

experienced a degrec of disappointmellt which must 

long preclude any implicit reliance all his friend-

ship. At length a military foree was pIlt in Illation, 

wbicli marched IIcnrly five miles fi'olll Nngpol'e, ill 

the direetion of Hosheingahad; while lllilitary I're-

pnratiOlls \\'el'e in progress in Huttell}lol'e, for the 

alleged purpose of reducing :-:mllC l'cf1':1('tol'Y zemiu-
dars, hut the extent of which ,cemerl rli'l'r0l'"r-
tioned to the o~jeet. In other '1uarters similar 1'1'8-

pal'atio1l8 ,vere made under ~illlilal' pretences. Til 

the mealltime a vcry sllspil'iou:::: l'OITCS)HJllllclll'C was 
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CIlAI'. XX. cal'l'ied 011 het""een the ]{ajah of BernI' and Amecr 

Khall. Aecor,lillg' to the l(njah's ministers, the ob­
jech of' tho latter wore to ,Ietcr the Hajah frolll 1'1'0-

cceding against the XaboL of Bhopal, awl to ohtain 

a 811111 of lllOuey. The British rcsi(leut was of 

opinion that his purpose was to prcynil 011 the Ha.iah 
to join in a combination against the Ellglish. The 
illtCl'COlll'Se of nati-yc prillces is SlllTOUllllctl with 

,0 much mystery, that it is almost always dim­

cult to ascertain its precise ohjeet. There 'ms un­
doubtedly sumeiont cause for tho distrnst felt hy tho 
Britisl. authorities in this case, hut the comse of 

cil'('umstances seemed to conntennnce the statemcnt 

of the Hajnh, as Ameer Khan actually inyallc<l his 
territories and comn1ittcd yariolls excesses. 

While the intentions of the Hajah of Berm' were 
thus doubtflll, the state of am,irs at Scindia's camp 

continued to indicate the hostile feelings of tbat 
chieftain. The British resident, Mr. Wehue, died 

soon after the D"IYance from Borhamporo. Colonol 
Close 'ms ill:<trncted to proceed from Poona, to 
assume the charge yaeated by the death of :1£1'. 
\V cube, the duties of which were in the interml 

performed by :'[r .. J enkin>.* Seillelia, leaying IIos­
Iteillgabad ill hjs rcar, luul now :Uh'Ullccd into the 

tcrritories of thc Hajah of Berm', awl :'Ir.,J clIkins 

* It appears prohable that, bllt for his youth and position in 

the seryicc, ..'IIr. Jenkins would have been appointed to succeed 
Alr. \\~ cbbc. His hrilliant career in the College of Fort \\"illiam 
llad heen followed by the di~play of a degree of aptitude fur public 
hllsinc~s \\'hich, but for the circumstances above referred to, would 
have well ju::::tificd the uppuintment. 
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jelt bound to demand an explanation of this move- CIIAI'. xx. 

ment, as wen as of the intercourse known to have 

takcll place between Scindia and the lhjah. After 
various expedients for procrastination, Scilldia ap-

pointed a day to reccivc the acting resident, when, 
in answer to the latter point of inguiry, 1](' declared 

that the H'\iah of Berm' had applied to him to assist 
him ill recovering Hoshcingab:ul and :lllothcr for-

tress frolll the Nahob of Bhopal, but that he had 

not answered thc apl'licatioll, and did not intend to 

intcrfcrc in the prosecution of an object in which he 
had no intercst. To the fOl'lllcr inguiry, and to 

others, as to the fact of his having ordered his troops 
in ilIalm, to quit that possession and join the arlllY 
uuder his personal COlllllUllHl, as to his haviug' 1'C-

I[uired his Pindarries also to join hilll, allll as to the 
destination of his Illal'ch, he answered that he had 

chosen the route ,yhich he vms pursuing hecause of 

the scarcity of grain in the direct route to Oujein ; 

that he was marching' through thc tonitories of the 
Rajah of Bcrar, for thc purpose of crossing the Ncr-
budda at a ford which ,,,auld enable him to proceed 
to Saugur, alld that he hall ,,,ithdrawn his troops from 

Mal",a for the purpose of a"cmhling' his army in a 
plentiful country. lIaying gjycn this expl:lIlation 
of llis cOlHl11ct, ScilHlia couellHlcd, as llsHal with 

IVJahratta prillccs tlll(lcr SlId I eirCll111staUL'C:", l)y 

assuranccs of his 1"ithi'll! ,ulhcl'cllcC to the obliga-
tion of his cllg:lgcmellt~ with the Bl'iti:-;h gon'l'll-

lIIcnt. 
About the time ,,·hcll t1ll':-;e ('xplallat-i()w~ :lJId 
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CIL\I'. XX. tilcs(' aSSlll'all('C~ ',"ere arlin'deli, tbe British agellt ill 

1l1l1l<lIccllnd illt"I'('''!'ted a letter addrcsse,l by ,\111-

l,,\jcc IIlg-li" to a petty I'''j"l, ,1"l"'Il,lcllt on the 
1 'eislnra, ~tatillg that Scilldia awl the Hajah of' Herar 

had ('nIII Lilled against the Briti:sh PO\\'CI'; that the 
forInel' witb his army was on his march to join Amecr 

Khan; that wl,ell the .iunction ,honld he effectell, 
Scilltlia was t.o dirl'ct his cOllrse to\rnl'ds Cnlpcc, 011 

the .JUlI1l1a, "'hile the H:,jah of BernI' sholll,l im-a<lo 

Bengal; ,,,"l that Amb,\jee h:u] dispatched a force 
into the territory ofthcHana ofOohlH1 for tho purpose 
of l'c('o\'cl'ing possession of it. Tho immediate object 

of the letter ",as to induce the person to wholll it was 
:ll],ll'cssed to ullite his force ",ith the troops sent hy 

Allihajoc into Oohnd. It '''as soon ascertaine,] that 
olle portioll at least of the intelligence transmitted 

by Amh".ico ,ras true. A cOllsiderablc ho,ly of 
troops belonging to that personage had actHally 

illy:t,IClI Gohud, "II<] iai,] siege to a fort at a short 

,listance frolll Gwalior. Tlds 'ms follo,,-d hy the 
attack alJ(l defeat of a bod)' of tile Hana of Gohnd's 

troops. TilliS w:u..: fUl'lli:.:hccl llew 

llIonstrnnce ,,-ith Scindia, and the 

at his camp n~cciycd instructions 
(WeasiOll. 

OTOl1lHl of 1'('­
~ 

ncting l'c,-.:illcllt 
"da]'te,] to the 

Before their arri,-al, Still,lia, ,,-ho had hecn ]'llI'­

suillg his Illal'('h along tho llorth Lank of the Nel'­

b(],l,la, intimated that he hel,] from the Peislm" 
tllI unliquidated assignlllellt UpOIl Saugllr, nIHl t'X­

pl'('s~('d all illt('lltiOlI of realizillg' the amOUllt. 1\11' . 
. It'llkill:-- stl'(,llllOll~ly opposed tile C'xceutiull uf thb 
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pr~ject, which he declarell \muld Le regarded as an CHAP. xx. 
act of hostility against the Peislnm. He demanded 
that the design should Le aLalldonell, and that 
Scintlia's profligate luinister, Shirzec llao, sholll(l be 

dismissed; and, on failure of compliance ",ith these 

demands, intimated that his llepartU\'e from Scindia's 

caml' would Lecome necess,u,),. Scilldia affectcd to 
comply in both instances; bnt Shirzee Rao was not 

dismissed, and his I1lastel' contiulled to lllarch to-

wards the town of Saugur. The depredations com-
mitted by Scindia's troops in the country bearing 
that name again calle(l forth remonstrance from Mr. 

Jenkins, and ::t renewal of his demand for pcrmission 

to llepmt. In consequence he received a visit from 
a seryant of Sein(lia, wbo alleged, in extelluation of 

the oilensiye conduct of his chief, that disappoint-
lllC'nt at not rccciying the pectlllhlr)' aid expected 

ti'Olll the English had led him to Saugur. Mr . .J enkins, 

in roply, insisted on the point previously nrged, that 

the l'luudl'l' of the coulltry by Scindia's l'inda\'l'ies 
constitnted an act of direct hostility against an ally 

of the British go\'el'llm8nt; and recapitulatcd the 
gronnds of his repeated remonstrances, shewillg 

that, ill stead of going to Oluein, as WaS necessary 

for the henefit of the cause of the allies, Seindia 
hall sacrificell the interests of that cause by!'roceed-

ing in an opposite direction; anll that, although the 

\\'ant of fnnlls for the pay of his troops was the 
constant suhject of cOlllplaint, the numhers of his 

troop:": continlled to he augmented. The actiIlg resi-

dent eOllclwlcd his representation by promising' that, 
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~1I"1'. XX. if Scinllia wonld imll1c,liatcly 1)1'0('001] lTl the dircc­

tioIl of Oujein, nnd would in other l'('spects regulate 

his conduct acconling to his pl'ofc~:-:;ions, he would 

continHe to attend his court. 1'110 1JlCctillg at 

which the auoyc COlll1HUnicatioll was made took 

A. D. ]8o,. place on the 1st of .T annary, I80G. On tho Gth 
Scillllia advullcc(l to Sauglll', where he was joined 

JJy nine hattalions of his infantry und sixty-fhe gUlls. 
From the ith to the Dth the "rmy of ScilHlin was 
employed in investing the fort of Saugur, for the 

llUrpo,e of realizing the amount of his pretended 
claim; and in consequence he was informed that the 
British repre,cntative ,rauld march on the follow­

ing morning, and required passp0l'ts. To this inti­
mation and demand it was answered that an agent 

from Scindia should wait upon the resident, alII] 

tllat all points sllOultl he satisfactorily arranged. 
But the resident having repeated his application, 

the conciliatory tone was exchanged for that of 

arrogance and defiance. It was signifier! that Am­
bajcc I nglia was expected to arrive in the space of 
eight I]ays, and that on his arriyal it would be 
determine<] whether Scindia should go to Oujein 

or the British representativo receive his dismission. 

This message resembled a former cOlluHnnicatioll 

ti'om Scindia to a British agent, that the result of 
an approaching intervie,,' would <1ccide whether it 
sho111<1 he pcace or war; ant! eyineed that the lesson 
which Sci]](]ia hat! reeciYel] hal] not sufliccd to 

eradicate the arrogance "'hich hal] then let! him to 
defy the power of the Ellgli~h government. On 
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receiving it, lVir. Jenkins imlllediatcly struck his CHAP. xx. 

tents and preparud for dupart\ll'e. Scindia then 
thought that he had gone too far, and represen-
tations were made to the residcllt which iIHlllced 
him to postpone his march. He was solemnly as-

snred that on the 1 Gth Scindia "'ould march for 

Oujein, and "'onld thenceformml act in cvery rc-
spect in accordance with the :Hlvico of the British 

functionaries. The delay of .<ix days "'as requircd 
in consequence of the death of a member of the 
chieftain's fmuil}; and the consont of the acting 
l'csillellt was secured by information conveyed to 

him to the etiect that the a!Tival of Ambajcc 
would probably lead to the expulsion of Shirzee 
Rao. ~lr .. J ellkins waS not then aware of the in-

nsion of Gohml by Ambajec; and according to 
general opinion, that personage WaS adverse to the 

rcnewal of hostilities 'rith the British government. 
On the evening preceding the day on which the 

lluU'eli, in cOllfol'mity with the last arrangement, 

was to commence, Scindia applied for :t furthcr 

llelay of two days, accompanying the application 
with a solemn promisc of then prosecuting the 

march to Oujcin without a halt. 'Vith somc rcluc­
tance the resilIent assuntcd; and on the 18th of 
.January thc chief actually conllncncc(l his march. A. n. ISU:,. 

It was observnble, howcver, that only a slIlall part 

uf his army accompanied ililll; the larger portion, 

with the guns, contillllcd to occupy their positiull 

in the vicinity of Saugul'. Not lc:::s obser"able WaB 

the care which his highness m:Jllilestcd for tllOsc of 
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CII,\I'. XX. Ili~ troops 'rho 'YeI'C pnt ill lllotioll. Theil' ~pil'its 

W('re not hrokell HOI' their t'fliciellcy illlpaircfl by a 
march of lJaJ'fl:-lsillg length. They receivcd onlers 
to pitch their t"ll!S at (he 011<1 of tiIree llIiles; alId 
the residcllt was infol'lllcd that it was tl!c intcntioll 

of the sillgle-lllinded l\1ahrntta chief to halt Oil the 
spot for fOllr llap, The British officer had recourse 
to a (luty which repetition must lJa\'c rendered 

f:tJlliliar. lIe rcmollstrated; alal ,ras ans\rcl'cd that, 

ill rOllformity 'rith the pledge that had been given, 
Seillilia h,,,1 lllarchcII at the time specified; but 
that, within thiltccn days aftcr tIle death of a melll­

her of his family, it was inconsistent with established 

I'llstOlll to ~Ilit the spot wllere the calamity hall 
taken place. lie declared, however, that at the 

enrl of tho four llays which relllaillcd to COillplotc 
the rC'juire,1 perio,l of llloul'llillg Ill' would positively 
proceed to Oujeill. "'hat dogree of credit the 

British rC'sidcnt gave to this promisc lila), readily be 

concei"cd; but not being' 11osirous to procipitate 
war, be acquicscc(l in thc pl'opof-icd arrallgcmcnt. 

Before the expiration of the period of haltillg 
liT r. .J en kins became officially acq Ilainted with the 

inclll'sion of Alllb,\jce lnglin into Gohnd. He there­
upon, ill cOllforll1ity with instructions from the go­
YCl'llOl'-gcBcral, addressed a memorial to Scindin, 

,('(ting forth the fact of the hostik incmsion, ,,-ith 

a copy of Ambajee's letter to the Pcishwa's tribu­
tary; calling' for proof that Amba.ieu's assertion 
that Scinllia, the Hajah of Berar, AlIICcr Khan, and 

hilllself ",ere ('ollluillc<1 against the British gOVCl'll-
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mont was llnfuulltlc,l, awl that Scindia ha,l no CHAP. xx. 

COllcern 111 the proceedings of Amhajec; and de-

m:1llding the illllllcdiate issue of an order dirccting' 

that porson tu withdraw his troops fi·OI11 Gohu,l, to-
gether with a formal ,lcclaration of Scimlia's entin' 

C'OllClllTenee ill the measures that might he necessary 

for his pUlIishmcnt. TIte memorial, whieh was GeCOlll-

pallic(l Ly fL yorbal IlH .. :ssage snggcstillg the illllllC-

(liate trallsmission of proper cOlllnltmieations to tIle 

goYel'llor-general fUHl to Amun,ice, not IH'o(lucing 

any s.atisfactol'Y result, strollg' remonstrance fol-
lowecl, accompanied by an intimatioll that in the 

event of Scillllin marching on the followillg mornillg' 
in the direction of Oujein, the rositlent might he 

induced to rcmain ill the camp, aceol'cling to the 

or<ler~ of the gOYcl'1lOJ'-gellcral; hut the illtimation 

of this act of forhearance w·as accompanic(l hy \"cry 

significant warnings as to the cOllsequences to be 

apprehended frolll the hostile aIHl treacherous COl1J"ses 
pl1J"sllc(l hy thc chief fil)(l his dcpendcnts. Fresh 

attempts to lull the suspicions of the residcnt, an,l 
to induce him to conscnt to finthcr (leln)", followed; 
hilt 110 satisfactory stcps lJcillg takcn, the residellt 
again dClllnndc(l passports. I ri~ demand )'('cein'd 
an ill:'lolcnt answer; alltl on the 23nl .J :LUllary he 

(lcpartcd withol1 t thCIll, aIH 1 III arc hc( 1 fourtcell III i les. 

This was n. proceedillg for wIdell Scilldia was IIot 

prepared, alIll it excited some tli:llllay. 'J\ro p(,l'~OIlS 

were illllllcdiatcly dispatched to oycrtakc the' Il,·ilish 

oflicel', awl, if possible, pl'l'Yflil Ilpon him to forego 

his intcntioll. nTI' ... 1CllkillS l'efl1:'1C'c\ to li:--:t('JI to t1tI'il' 
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eIlAT'. XX. ell treaties Illltil asstll'ed hy tllem that the)' "'ere 
:l.utlJOriz('(l to pledge f.icilldia's lIame for the POI'­
fOl'llWllCC of any cOllditiolls which Illight be llC'CCS­

sary to I'roc1II"e the residcllt'S return. lie thell 
proposed thl' following: tllat on the ,lay after his 
retum to tile callll Scindia sholll,1 seriollsly ellter 
npon Ids long pl'Olniscd nlld long <lcfcrrcd lIlurch to 
Oujcin, and procec,] thither without any flll"ther 

halt.~, except at the necessary ancl usual interyals; 

that he should without delay act in conformity "'ith 
the resident's :vlyicc in regard to AlI1h~j€c, :ulll also 

dis:l.YOW in a letter to the gOYCl'lIol'-gcncl'al the acts 

of that person, and of another who had appeared 
in tIle character of Scindia's agent at H)',]erab",!, 

where, by cxnggcratillg the sllccesses of IIolkal' anu 

announcing an extended alliance against the British 

government, to which Scindiu mHI the Hujah of 

Berm' were to he pmties, he had encleayoured to 

prolllote the oqjcets which such all alliance "'oul,] be 

inten,]e.1 to advance. The recal of this person "'as 

re'luired to be cflected through a letter frolll Scindia 
to be deliyered to Mr .. J enkins, and by hilll for­
\Yarded to tho British resident at Hyderaha,l. The 
111CSSCllg'CI'S agrccll in the 1110St fo I'Ill a] nUUlnCl' to 

the prescrihed conditions, and Mr .. Tonkins returned 

to Scindin's cnmp Oil the morning" of the day aftel' 
he had quitted it. 

The experience of a few hours suflicod to test 
Scindin's sincerity. On the cycning of ~Il'. J l'nkiJl~'s 
retu1"ll, Iw learned that Scindia intended to hnlt 011 

tho following- day. Thj~ hcing' a direct violation of 
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one of the conditions of the resident's return. he had CHAP. XX. 

only to choose between again quitting the camp or 

remaining n lllOl1UlllCllt of the degradation of the 

government which he representer!. lIe did Hot hesi-
tate ill taking the former conr,e, but had pJ'Oceeded 

only a short distance when he was again called back 

ly n Inessage from Scindin, expressing a desire to 

receive ::t visit from him. lIe accordingly directed 

his baggage to remain at a groyo in the vicinity of 

Scindia's reguInr hrigade, and proceeded with Lieu-

tenant Stuart, the officer c011nnfllHling his escort, to 

the tent of the \'acillating and treachel'Ous chief. 

Some idle attempts were m:ulc hy Scindia to excuse 
his conduct, a]l(1 these being' Ilisposed of. he ex-

pressed himself ready to comply immediately with 
tho resident's request as to Ambnjec, a]l(1 to recom-
mence his lllurch on the follow'ing mOl'lling'. Mr. 

Jenkins 'ms requested to retire to another tent with 
somo l\Tahratta officers, to prepare the letters; and 

SOlne progress had been made, when it was [Lll-

nouced that Scindia's devotions hal! bcen intel'J'llp!ed 

by the al'J'ival of the British resident-that he was 
now anxious to reSUllle them-that the letters, when 
completed, should be sent for the resi,lent's illspec-

tion, aIH1 that if their terms 811Ou1<1 not entirelyac-
co],(1 with his wishes, he could retlll'll to tho chief-
tain's tent in the cvening and sUg'gcst the required 

altemtions. On tho faith of this :tl'J'ang'emellt .MI' . 
. J cnkins dispatched 01"(1crs recallillg his baggnge. 

The baggnge, however, he fore the arrival of the 

ordpl'c. brl<1 passed ont of tho hands of those l,·ft ill 



[,12 IIlSTOTtY OF THE 

CIIAP. XX. chnrge of it. The I1riti'h ralll]' hn,l hccn attnch',1 

by the elltire bO'ly of PilJ(larril's retaillc,II,,' SciJl(lia, 
alld plulldered of eyer.'" article of "aInl', The escort. 
ill dcfclHlilIg it Iln.ll ~Lll1l'red sl'Ycl'cly, :uJ(1 amollg tIll' 

wOll1uled were tIle liclltClHllIt ill e0Il111lawl awl tile 

sllrgeon attacllcfl to tIle l"CSillC'IIC:", All attempt to 

I'luJI(ler the Britbh ('alll!, ha,l hecn made SOllle 
weeks hl'forc ,,-ith partial StlCCl'8S. III tllis f'ccolld 

installcc the success \Vas cOlllplete. The loss of 
propcrty, though pro<1uctiYe of the most scrious il1-
cOllYcnicllCc to the resident nIHI his attelldants, ,ras 

not tIle ,,-orst result of the outmgc which ha<1 bcoll 

pcrpetratc,!. The cirellIllstallces of the l'esi,lency 
<101'l'i\'ed it of all outward claims to respect, and the 
spirit preYniling' in SciIldia'~ camp wns not such as 

to supply the wallt of thOlll, ~r 1', .J ellkill, was 
naturally awl justly fluxions to "'itl](ll'aw frOllt a 

situation ,,-here his ofl-icc could no lOllger commalld 

eyen (leccllt regard, and he rCfJnestcd perl11ission to 

retire to some place of snfet)', where he might aynil 
himself of the first op1'ort11nity that shoul,1 oller of 

procccding to a British call1l'. Scindifl in repl,' ex­
pressed great conccl'll at ,,-hat had happened, but 

declined to cOlliply ,,-ith the wish of tbe rcsillent to 
'Iuit the call1p. lIe flccorrling-h- rcmained, a]](l the 
conscfjuClIt position of thc British residenc), is thus 
,le.scribed by hilllsclf:-" Under the ol'eratiolJ of 

the late ewnts the British residency is Decollle a 
Ileg'l'fulcd spectacle to a cmnp hy ,,-hiell it \"as [01'­

Illcr1y bel(l ill the utmost vcncration UIHl rc.sped. 
0111' <'(]l1ipag'p i~ rCdllf'Pl1 to a single tent. which 
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occupies a. s111al1 corner of Scinclia's encampment; CHAP. xx. 

and in this situation we are exposed to the derision 
of the plunderers, who triulllph in the protection of 
a nefarious government, UlHler the countenance of 
which they presume to insult us ,,-ith the proller for 

sale of our plundered effects. Exposed to these in-
sults, and to the entire neglect of the governlllout, 
which docs not think it necessary oven to profess 
regret for what has passed;* the escort of the resi-

dency deprived of its arms and accoutrements, and 
disabled by the loss of about fifty men killed and 
wounded; ,,,hile so fur fronl beillg protected, we 

have heen openly attacked by Scindia's army, you 
will in some menSllre concehe the irksomeness of 

our situation. !'t 
In this miserable condition did the British resi­

dency aooomp'UlY the march of ScilHliu, who left the 
vicinity of Saugnr on the 24th of February, leaving A.D. 180'. 

there, however, some battalions under an officer 

named Baptiste, of French origin but native birth, 
to realize the contribution which it had 

pleasure of the illahrutta chief to exact. 

been the 
iIIr .. J cn-

kins, feeling that undcr its prcscllt circumstnnces 
the British residency coul.] command no rospect, 
flnd desirous of receivillg the instrllctions of t]I(' 

goyernor-gencral for the gui(luncc of his fntnrc COll­

duct, wished to decline any political intercourse ,,,ith 

* Scindia personally exprcssed regret, but officially nOllc wns 
expressed. 

t Letter from AIr .. Jenkins to Colonel C\o~(', 10th Fehruary, 
180.5. 

YOLo III. 2 L 
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CHAP. XX. Scindia or his servants; uut the eal'llest request of 
the chief induce,l the resident to consent to receive 
a vi,it frolll l,illl. On that occasion Scinllia dis­
played a eomuination of hypocrisy and auuacity 
worthy of the race to which he belonged. lIe en­

deavoured to justify the general conduct of his go­
vernment in l'cgunl to his engage1l1ents with the 
English, and to remove from the resident's mind the 
impression, which he most justly concluded Jllust 
find place there, that the outrage perpetrated 011 

the British CUlllp had not ueen committed with­
ant his approbation or cognizance. It was, he al­
leged, to be attributed entirely to the PilliIarries, 

over whom he hml no control. lIe expressed, too, 
a hope that the misfortune ,\'Oulel not intcrl'llpt 
the friendship subsisting between the two states. 
The resident 11uH1e little answer, conceiving this 
course the most acconlant with the due mainte­
nance of the dignity of his ofHcc and government. 
Of the motives which actuate a l\Inhrattu it is 
at all times <lifficult to judge; but as Scindia had 

before this period held Innguage widely different 
in its character, and had addressed to the gover­
nor-general a letter fJ'fLllled in a tone fur from con­
ciliatory, the expression of a <lesire for the preser­
mtion of alllity with a state whose representative 
had so recently been exposed to insult and violence, 
must he regardc,l as the eliect of sOllie tempol'Ory 
canse, probably of a belief in the eventual success 
of the British arms. The weakness of Scindia's 
character, combine,l with his intense hatred of the 
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English and his participation in the duplicity "'hich CIIAP. xx. 
is always an element in the moral constitution of a 
Mahratta, pl'olluced great fluctuations in his feel-
ings and deportment. The history of the letter to 
the governor-general above noticed is remarkable. 

The letter bore the date of the 18th of October. It 
'''as fOI'"\rnnled by two messengel's on foot to a per-

son residing at Benares, who for man)' years had held 

the nominal appointment of vakeel, first to the pre-
decessor of Do\ylllt Rao Scindia, and subsequently to 
himself. The yakeel was to proceed with the letter 
to Calcutta, in or"er to l!eliyer it in person; hut he 

did not report his arriyal in that city till the 18th of A.D.180". 

Fehruary, exactly foUl' months after the date of the 
letter. It has heen questioned whether Scin(lia 
knew any thing of this letter, and \yhether its pre-
paration and transmission were not altogether tllC' 

acts of his ministers. But this is n point of little 
importance-by wholllsoe\'er it might be framed, by 

whomsoeyer forwarded, it is extraordinary thnt it 
should hnye been foul' months on its journey to Cal-
cutta. The only possible solution of the lliffi('ulty 
is to he found in the supposition that the letter \ras 

written under the influence of the feelings excite(! 
by the successes of Holkar and the disasters of 
Colonel Monson-that subsefjueut eyents gave rise 
to diflercnt fceJiligs awl C'xpectations, which sug-

gested the pl'lldence of keeping it hack, and that 
the ultimate determination to rev crt to thc original 
intention of the writer, by causing it to be dcli\'cred 
at its (Ie.~tination, was prompted by the rC\'Cl'ses of 

2 I. 2 
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CIlAI'. XX. the English hefore Bhlll'tpore.* Another extra­

ordillary filCt connccted with this IH'occc!lillg is, 
that it "'as translllitted without the kIlOwledo'c of 

" the British l'C'sillpnt witll SeilHlia, ,dlO~C duty it was 

to fonrunl to Ids gOyerllment any n'prcsentatioll 

which he might recciyc from that to which he '1':lS 

deputed, and who, it could not bc douhted, ".," 
ready faithfully to ,liscliarge tlds tl'llSt. 

The Jetter, after nIl ordinary compliment, advcrted 

to the relatiollS snbsisting between SciIHlia and the 

Company's governmellt, Ulld thellce proceeded to 

eOlllplaill of the lleglect of the latter to afford to the 

chief pecuniary assistance. The next snbjcct was one 
which would perhaps Iiayc been ayoided 1Iy negotia­

tors of any other mee than tli"t of' the )!ahrattas. It 

arose ont of the former, and presented :1 curious VCI'­

r--i011 of the circumstances under which Bnppoogcc 

Sein,lia passed oYcr to the enelllY; a resnlt which "'as 

attrihllted to tIle want of fUlHk It was alleged that 

on all application being made hy Bappoogco to Co· 

100lcll\lonson for ]lloncy to I'ay his trool's, the British 

commander uuswcred that he coulfl ndYflllCC nOlle, 

and refcrl'ed the applicant to General Lake. This 

was somethillg Inore thuu mere lubrcprCSclltation­

it was a positive falsehood; fol' Colonel :lIonson had 

advance,1 to Bappoogcc a c,msiucl'ablc SUlll. Bap-

* This exp],mation was originally suggested by "\fr. H. H. 
\VilsOTI, Boden Professor of Sanserit in the University of Oxford. 
He supposes that the vakeel performed his journey from Be­
nares to Calcutta ycry leisurely, in order to take adYantage of 
the turn of cwnts, in whatcycr direction it might be. 
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poogee, however, it was represented, being, for want CHAP. xx. 

of the required assistance, unable to sustain his 
troops, "-as obliged to dispatch an ofticer llUllled 
Suddasheo Rao, with a body of horse and foot, in 
search of provisions; himself, with three thousand 
mon, remaining with Colollel Monson, in which 
situation, accordillg to Scindia's statement, they 

exerted themsehcs most meritoriously. The suc-

ceeding part of the narrative was a tissue of un-
truths and nligrcprcsentations, ending with a state-

Illent of the reasons which led Bappoogee to joill 
Holkar, differing but little from that which was 
given to the British resident. A fter the enumera-
tion of his pecuniary grienlOces, Scindia proceeded 

to the statemont of othor grounds of complaint. 
The first related to a question which had been 
settled professe,lly to the satisfaction, and certainly 
with the acquiescence, of Scindiu's millisters-the 
transfer of Gohud and G'Yalior. There were seven 

morc. The name of the Rajah of J odepore, it was 
said, had been improperly inserted in the list of 
chieftains to whom the pl"Ovisions of the ninth 
article of the troaty applied; the payment of cer-
tain pellsions as stipulated was represented to he 
irregular; deJay in delivering to Scilldia some dis-

tricts to which he was entitled was complained of; 
a similar complaint was preferred as to collections 
from other districts; tho maharajah had been pre-
vented, as he alleged, fi'om placing in specified 
countries a suflicient !lumber of troops for their 
protection, in consequence of which they had be-
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CIIAP. XX. come " scene of devastation; the jaghires in Hin­
dostall, covenanted to be rcturlled to Scinclia, were, 

he nrgcll, still retainoll; awl, Instl)', tIle obligation 

inclllTell by the COlllpany under the sccollll treaty, 

to protect Scilldia's territories in the samc DlaIlllOr 

as their amI, was stated to be rlisregardml. These 

eOllllllaillts wore illtcrS)crsed with alJUndullt abuse 

of the British resilIent, ATr. \Vebbe. The conclusion 

,,·as peculiarly edifying, frOIll the high moral tone 

which characterizes it, and the beautiful exposition 

of the obligations of friendship which it aflonls. On 
such a suI ~ect " i\T ahralla may "'ell be expected to 
he elo~uent, and Scindia did not !Iiscredit either his 

theme or his country. "'Vhel'C'/' said he, "fricnd­

ship has beel! established by treaties and engage­

ments between princes and chiefs of high rank and 

power, it i~ incumbcnt on both paJ'ties to ohserve 

it all all occasions, and they cOllsider the injuries 

and losses of fricn!ls and allies to be their own; 

and ill the same manner the strength and power of 

friends and allies to be their own strength anu power. 

l\Iy contimmnco (hll'ing so long a pcriod of time in 

the vicinity of Borhampore has becn owing entircly 

to my expectation, foumlcd on the lIllion of the two 

states, of aill in all my aflairs Oll the part of your 

excellellcy_ As l\Tr. \V cbbe, \vho resides \yith me 

on the part of yom exrelleJle~', practises deby and 
evasion in eyery point,* and avoids the auyance of 

* This imputation on the character of Mr. \YeLLe ought not 
to pa!Os without notice, eyen when coming from a :l\Iahmtta. 
Among the qUR1ities which all contemporary report a~cribes to 
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money in the form of pecuniary aid, of a loan, or CHAP. xx. 
on account of that which is clcarly and justly due 
by the conditions of treaty, I have deemed it 
necessary to communicate all circumstances to 

your excellency. My army having reached the 
banks of the Nerbudda by successivc marches, is 
beginning to cross. I shall now remain in ex-
pectation of an answer. Your excellency is ClIlIO\ved 
with great wisdom and foresight, and is uncquallcd 
in the virtues of fulfilling the obligations of engage-
ments and of friendship. I therefore request your 
excellency to take into your deliberate consideration 
all that I I"n·c written, and adopt such measures as 
may lUOst speedily both terminate the contest with 
J cswunt Rao IIolkar, and fulfil thc obligations of 
the treaties subsisting betwecn us, and strengthen 
in the most perfect degree and perpetuatc thc foun-
dations of union an (I alliance betwcen thc two 
statcs. Let your excellency further be plcased to 
consider where is the a(hantage of suffering that 
which has been taken from fricnds to fall into the 
hands of enemies: undoubtedly your excellcncy's 
provident wisdom and COlTect understanding will 
llever approve such a thing, since the power and 
strength of one fricnd must be considered to be the 
power and strength of another, and the wcakness 
allll defective resources of the one also those of the 

Mr. \Vcbbe, honesty and straightforwardness stand foremost. To 
multiply testimonies is unnecessary when it is added that his 
moral as well as his intellectual qualifications arc attested both 
hy the l\1arquis \Velle~ley and the Duke of \\T ellington. 



520 lIISTORY OF TIlE 

CHAr. XX. other. If J acquire strcngth by territory and money, 
that strength (as the conscquencc of our union) be­
comes in trllth the strength of the Company also. 
JInvillg maturely wcighcu and considered all these 
points, let yOll!' excellency be pleased to fhyoUl' me 
with a speedy and favourable answer. If by the 
lime of my alTival at IIlal",a a full and detailed 
ans"-cr to all that I have "Titten arrives, it \rill bc 
cxtremely propel' amI adrisablo." 

Complaints similar to those contained in Scindia's 
letter had been addressed by sOllle agent.s of that 

chief to Colonel Close at Nagpore, to \yhich place he 
had proceeded on his way to undertakc the duties 

of resident at Seindi"s call1!', hut on learniug the 
eycnts which had occl1l'rcd, had thought it expedient 

to wait for further instl'llctions from his goycrlllllcnt. 
Thesc, whon reccivell, directed him to proceel! to 
assumc the duties to the discharge of which he 

stood appointcd, and to l1cmand reparation for the 

outrage which had been cOlllmitted on thc British 
rcsidcncy. A copy of these instructions being fm­
nished to IIII'. J cnkins, that gentleman imlllcdiately, 

in accordance "'ith their spirit, re-assumcd the func­
tions which had since the attack on his camp been 
permitted to remain dormant. 

The cOlllplaints embodied in tho letter of Scintlin, 
together \yith the comlllunications to Colonel Close, 

receiyed from the governor-general au elabornte re­
plY. Aftcl' alherting to the date of SciIlllia's lettcr, 
to thc extraordinary delay which had takcn place in 
dcJiH!rillf,! it, and to the aspcl'~ion~ ea~t by Scindia 
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on the character of Mr. 'Yebbe, thc goycrnor- CHAP. xx. 
general proceeded to expose the trickery and injus-
tice of reYiYing the claim to Gohud and Gwalior, 
aftcr repeated recognitions of the acts of the Bri-
tish gOYernment with respect to those possessions. 
Scindia was reminded of the Yarious acts by 
which he was pledge,l not to disturb the urmnge-
ment which had been made, and was called upon 
once more, by a formal declaration in writillg~ to 
renounce his claim. This w'ould haye added some-
thing to the cl'idence previously existing on the 
subject, but it cauuot be supposell that it would 
haye operated in the slightest degree to prevent the 
reyiyal of the claim ,,,hen ever it might suit the 
purpose 01' the caprice of this unstable chief to 
assert it. The case of tho Hajah of J odepore was 
diyested of rJI difficulty. He had refused to abide 
by the engagement which had been made; his name 
ill consequence was directed to be erased from the 
list presented to Scindia, but by sOllle errol' 01' acci-
,lent this had been omitted. The payment of the 
pensions, it was shewn, had not only been strictly 
regular, but that the prescribed period had been 
anticipated. In answer to Scindia's complaints of 
the non-sl1l'l'ender of the pergunnas to which he had 
a claim, it was stated, that no person duly autho-
rized had ever been sent to take charge of them. 
It was \'ery jlroperly added that, with rcfcrellce to 
the operations of the war ,\'ith Holkar, it hau be-
come inexpedicnt at that period to gi\'c thCll! "1'; 
but that thcy would be ~ul'l'enllel'ed at the tel'lllillU-
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CIlAI'. XX. tion of hostilities with thc last-lHullc,] chief, or 
rcntcd by the English, as Scindia might choose 
Paymcnt of the collections from thosc pergmlIlas, 
Scindia WaS inforlllC(], WGul,] be rcgularly mal]e to 
his of\icers until the delivcry of thc districts. With 
regard to other collcctions which Scilltlia c1aimcd, 
the govcrnor-general profcssed ncver before to have 
hean] of the claim; but intimate'] that an invcsti­
gation shoul,] take place, and that whcll the accounts 
wcre adjustc'], payment should bc madc of whatever 
lllight bc found clnc. To the charge of the British 
having abandoncd to dcvastation part of Scindia's 
tcrritories, the govcrnor-gcneral replied, that the 
British were not bound to suppress internal dis­
turbances, or to protect the country against robbers; 
but that, not"'ithstanding, dircctions shonld be given 
for the preservation of orr/cr. The relin'lu'shment of 
the jaghircs in Hilll]ostan, it was stated, would takc 
place forthwith, 011 a proper application to the com­
mUll!lcr-in-chicf; and tho jaghiro<1ars "'onld roccivc 
from the British governmcnt whatcvcr that govcrn­
mCllt had received on account of the jaghirc lands 
since the trcaty of peacc.* In reply to the last 

* Orders for the release of the jaghire:3 were issued to the ciyil 
ufficers in whose jurisdiction they were situated, by the com4 
mander4in-chief, immediately on sunnuds granted by Colonel 
Malcolm being presented by the agents of the jaghircdars. Some 
villages, forming part of one jaghire, being held by a relatiye of 
the Emperor, it was deemed undesirable to dispo~sess him, and 
an cquimlent was offered to the jaghireclar; an arrangement for 
which Colonel Malcolm had already provided in his discussions 
with Scindia's ministers. 
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head of charge, that the British had not protected CHAP. xx. 
Scilldia's territory from invasion, but had per-
mitted Holkar and Ameer Khan to l"llYage and 
plunder within it, it was observed, that the obliga-
tion of a defensive alliance was mutual, and that 
the British might with equal justice complain of 
Scindia for not preventing the incursions of the 
enemy into the Conlpully's territories. " An appeal 
to the evi<lence of facts, however," continned the 
governor-general, " will manifest the degree in which 
either state has fulfilled the ohligations of the de-
fensive alliance. By the valour, activity, and skill 
of the British armies, J eswunt lho Holkar has been 
(leprived of nearly all his territorial possessions, a 
part of which, including the capital city of Indore, 
was delivered over to your highness's officers. The 
whole of his force has been repeatedly defeated and 
nearly destroyed, with the loss of all his artillery; 
and he has been deprived of eyery resource but that 
which he derives from the feeble and precarious aid 
of the Hnjah of Bhurtl'orc. lIas your highness," 
it was then properly asked, "according to the pro-
visions of the treaty, contributed in any degree to 
these victories 1 On the contrary, has not the con-
duct of your higlllless and of your officers aided the 
cause of the one Illy against the power by which 
those victories have been achieved, and with which 
your highness was pledged to co-operate?" After 
some rcmarks on various parts of the conduct of 
Scindia during' the war, his InOl'C recent proceedings 
were thus noticed. "On cl"ery occasion whcn the 
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CllAi'. XX. l'csi(lcnt ul'ged YOllr lJigllll('sS to proc('cd to Qlljein 
for the purpose of restorillg thc vigour of your 

govcrnmcnt, of reyiYillg tbc cflicicllcy of your <1e­
dining l'csonrcc:", !lflll of co-opcratillg \\'ith the JJri­
tish troops in the I'rosccution of the mlf, your 

hig'lllless uniformly asserted yom inahility to pro­
ceed for want of funds to pay YOIll' troop"; amI in 
your highness's letter you have ascribed yonI' de­

tention at Borhamporc to the same eause. YOllJ' 
highncss, ho\\'ever, stated in the smne lettcr, that 

you had been enabled by loans to provide necessaries 
1'01' your march, and for collecting your troops; that 

YOIl had accor(lingly mm'ched from Borhaml'ore; that 

YOIl had writtcn to all the oflicers of yoUI' troops to 
join you from every quarter; and that it was your 
intention to raise new troops." On the foundation of 
the facts refcrred to in this passage the governor­
general raises the following conclusion, and addresses 

the exhortation which succeeds. "It is evident, 

therefore, that yOUI' highness never intended to COIll­

ply with the suggestion of the resident 011 the subject 
of )'0111' return to Oujein; for your highness assigned 
the deficiency of your funds as the only cause which 
prevented Y0lll' retul'll to Oujein in conformity with 
the rcsident's advice; mHl when your highness, ac­

cording to your own declaration, had obtained funds, 

YOIl marched in a rlifierent direelion, alld nllorded to 
the resident no explanation of the natlll'e of yOUI' de­
signs. Under these circulllstances, it is cyidcnt that 

yonr highness nevor entertained thc design of pro­

ceeding to 010cin, or of co-operating with the Bri-
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tish tro0l'~ in the prosecution of the 'mI'. 'Vith ClIAP. xx. 
what degree of justice, therefore, can your highness 
complain of the conduct of thc British goyernment 
in withholding the pecuniar)' ai,l ,,"hich you solicited, 
until adequate secmity had been obtaine,l for the 
due application of those funds to the common c,mse 
of the allies, instead of perverting the aid furnished 
Ly the allies to the cause of the enemy 1 Yom high-
ness," the governor-general continues, "has stnted 
in your letter, that it was your deteI111ined resolu-
tion, after having collected a numerous army con-
sisting both of old troops and lWW lcyies, to proceed 
to chastise the enemy; amI your highness ad,ls, 
, how can I Le content to see a territory which for a 
long time has Lecn in m)' possession, and in the con-
quest of which crores of rupees have Lcen expended, 
anll great Lattles have Leen fought, in the possession 
of another1'-and that' it is no diflieult matter to 
wrest the territory from the hands of the enemy.' I 
am unable to comprehend your highness's meaning in 
the passage aLove quoted. The enemy has not at any 
stage of the war heen aLle to effect the conquest of 
a single district, and wherever the British troops 
have approached, the enemy has sought his safety in 
a precipitate flight; and although, suLsequentl)" to 
the date of Y0ul" highness's letter, yon haye received 
constant reports of the repented defeats of the 
enemy by the British troops, yonr highness has con-
tinued to augment your forces nnd to ~Hlv:lJlcC into 
Hindostan. These measures, therefore, lllust he 
ascribed to ol{jccts entirdy ,lifiercnt from those' 
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CHAP. xx. which your highness Ims declared." This intimation 
that Scindia's views were perceiver] was sncceeded 
by a summing up of that chieftain's oflt.mccs against 
the British gOYernlllent, nnder thirteen heads. The 
enumeration exhibits the leading points of tI,e case 
so completely, and, withal, so In'ielly, that it will he 
advisablc to quote it at length rather that to give 
an abridgement. "First: After your highness's 
repeated and solemn assurances to the resident of 
your intention to retul'll to yoUI' capital, for the PUl'­
pose of co-operating with the British government in 
the prosecntion of the 1mI', your highness, without 
affh]'(ling an explanation to the resident, directed 
YOllr march towards the territory of BhopaL in posi­
tive violation of yO\1\' personal promise, repeatedly 
made to the resident. Secondl)': Notwithstanding 
the repeated remonstrnnccs of the resident on the 
impropriety of permitting the continuance of the 
enemy's vakeel in yoUI' highness's camp, that vakeel 
wus permitted to remain and to accompany your 
march; nnd, with yOUI' highness's know1edgc, the 
person to "'hose charge you committed the execu­
tive administration of yoUI' aflitirs * maintained " 
constant aud clandestine intercourse with that vakeel 
of the enemy. Thirdly: The officers of your high­
ness's government at Olljcin, instead of joinillg 
Colonel i"lUl'my with any part of the troops stationed 
at that capital, or affording' to Colonel 111 urray any 
aid wlw.teyer in his preparations for the field, coun­
teracted the measures of that officer, and opposco 

* Shirzee Rao. 
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every degree of difficulty to his exertions in COlll- CHAP. xx. 
pleting the equipment of the army under his COlll-
mand. Fourthly: Two of your highness's military 
commanders,* with the troops under their command, 
who were "ppoiIited to co-operate with the British 
force in Hindostan, deserted to the enemy, and h"Ye 
acted with the cnemy during the whole 'mr. Fifthly: 
Your highness has openly justified the condnct of 
those omcers in deserting to the enemy, on the plea 
that the British cOlllmander refused to admnce 
money for the pay of the troops, which your high­
ness was bound by treaty to furnish at your own 
charge; thereby maintaining a principle inconsistent 
with the spirit of the treaties of peace, and of de­
fensive allimlcc.t Sixthly: Your highness has with­
drawn your troops f!'Om those districts which had 
been conquered from the enemy by the British forces, 
and surrendered to your highness's omcars; thereby 
restoring to the enemy" part of his resources of 
which he had been deprived by the exertions of the 
British troops, and of which the benefit had been 
exclusively transferred to your highness. Seventhly: 
Your highnoss has conducted a secret negotiation 
with the Hajah of Berar, without affording to the 
British resident any explanation of the nature and 
ohject of it; thereby violating an express stipula­
tion of the treaty of defensive alliance. Eighthly: 
Your highness lms violated the territory of his high-

* Bappoogee Scindia and Sudashco lbo. 
t The alleged fact moreoyer was false; Colonel !\'·lonson having 

advanced money to Bappoogce Scindia. 
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eIlAP. XX. ness the Pcishwa, the ally of the British gowrn-

1llcnt, hy invading nlHl pluudcring tlie district of 
Saugur; hy destroying the city and IJcsicgillg the 
fort, and lJy exactillg a contrihutioll from that place 

uy force of arms. J'\illthly; J'\otwithstallding your 
highness's repented nIHl most solemn assurances to 

the British rcpresentatiYe of your iuteution to proceed 
to the capital of yonI' dOlllilliollS, yOlll' higlllless has 

marched with a large arm)' to Nanni, 011 the fron­

tier of the territory of an ally of the British govern­
ment. Tenthly; Your higlll1ess Las eoutiuued to 

augmont your firIllY by collecting your troops frOllt 

all quarters, by new leyies, and by the nccession of a 
liUlllcrOllS train of artiJ1ery, although your highness 

professed an utter inahility to sUJlply funds for the 
payment of your army preyiously to its augmentation, 
anu although the declal'ed object of those mensures 

hail ceaseil to exist; thereby justifying a suspicion 
that your highness's yiews \yere ilirected ruther 

against the British goyernmeht Or its allies than 
agaiust the eOlllmon enemy. Eleyenthly; Your 

llighucss has suffered the lute flagrant outrage against 
the person and property of thc British rcprescnta­
ti re and his suite, committed by persons in your 
highness's sC'n'ice, and \\'ithin the limits of your 

highncss's camp, to pass ulilloticed and unatollcd, 
without any cndeayours to ,liscoYcr and Jlunish the 
offenders, and without any eficc!uul measures for rc­
coyering the l'lundereu property, or any declared 
intention of repaying the alllollnt ; without offering a 

publiC' apology, or addressillg to me allY excuse to pal-
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liate an outrage so atrocious against the sacred c1m- CHAP, XX. 

racter of the representative of the British gm'ernment 
residing at your highness's court; and without any 
endeavour to alleviate the personal distress of the 
British representative, either by contributing to his 
accommodation Or by any acts of kindness 01' hospi-
tality. T,,-clfthly: Your highncss has revjyed your 
claim to the ,listricts ofGohud and Gwalior, alienated 
from your highness's dominion by the operation of 
an article of the treaty of peace-a ftc I' a minute 
awl ,]elihemtc discussion upon that subject with your 
highness's goverlllllellt; anll nfter the most solemn 

an!l public renunciation of that claim on the part of 
yom highlless in prescnce of the British resident at 
your highness's court; and after having publicly 
acccpted and confirmed the list of trmties, by one 
of which this alienation was declared. Thirteenthly: 
The general conduct of yonI' highness's govennncnt, 
and espccially the augmcntation of your highncss's 
force and your march to Narwil, have encollraged 
the enemy to expect your highncss's snpport, of 
which expectation the enemy has madc a public 
hoast ; a!H] a general opinion exists in H indostan and 
the Deccan, that your highness has resoh-ed to unitc 
yOll!' forces with the remnant of the enemy's power 
in a contcst against the British government, yonr 
friend alll] ally." This vms a heavy array of oftences; 
but it vms not, as the culprit might reasonably have 
npprehende!], the jlreludc to a declaration that the 
day of repentancc was past, anr] that the perfidy of 
the transgressor was about to he visiter] ,,,ith C011-

VOL. III. 2 1\1 
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CHAP, XX, dign punishment. Notwithstanding all that had 

occurred, Scin<lia was fl:':SHI'l'd tlmt tllC British go­
vernment woro solicitolts to maintain with hilll the 
relations of amity, and to respect tllo IH'O\'isiollS of 
tIle treaties of pcaec aIHI ,lcfcnsi"e alliance, provide,1 

he 811Oul<l adopt a course of proceeding accordant 
witll those engngC'}llclIt:-;. 

So strong i1H1c(>(l was the desire cntertninc{l ]'y the 

British government for t]iC preservation of pence', alld 

so earnest tlie wish that Scindia should hc satisfied on 

this point, tltat in contelllplation of the Jlossihility of 

the Bl'iti~h l'cpl'()~('ntatiyc heing compelled to with­

,Ira", hy the refusal of Scindia to aifonl any satisfac­

tion for the attack on the British camp, he was in­

stmcted to state tlIat his ,1cpUI'ture, though rcndcred 

necessary hy the conduct of Scinrlia, ha,l no connec­
tion ,,-jth nlly hostile designs towards that chief on 

the part of the British governmcnt, '''hiclt "'ould 
COlltinno disposed to peaco so long as SeiIHlia shollld 
ahst~jn fl'om any art of (lil'ect aggl'ession against the 
Company 01' their allies, 

llut Seindia was acturrterl by yery ,liflerent feel­

mgs, His comt had for ,omo timo appenred to be 

occllpic,l by SOI11e matter of importance, At length 

the ladies of his family nnd his heay)' baggage "'ere 

sent out of enmp to be com'eyed to some place of 

safety, and it 'YD., ob"ious tll:\t some extraorrliuary 

mOYClllcnt "'ns about to take pInce. In an inteniew 

afforded hy the ncting British resident to one of 

A,D, ISOJ, Scin<lia's minister,s, on the 231'(1 of ilTarch, the secret 

'''as reyoalad. Scindia's agont stated that his master 
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had viewed with sorrow and regret the continued CllAP. xx. 

length of the ,mr between IIolknr and the English, 

and (beiug a person of singular sensibility) the conse-
qllont ef!l!sion of blood. IIis humanity was of too 
active a nature to be contented with merely lamenting 

these calamities; he had a plan for putting an end 

to t11Om-this was by marching directly to D1mrt-
pore for the purpose of ofiering his mediation to 

restore the blessings of peace. The purport of the 
minister's visit it, was explained, was, therefore, to 
rc~ncst that the Dritish resident would write to the 
dinen-ent officers in cOlllmand of Dritish detachments 
in the neig-h bourhood of Gwalior, and other places 
in the direction of Scindia's proposed march, to in-

form them of that chieftain's pacific intentions, and 
to pwmnt his being- molested by the troops stationed 

at the ghauts on his route. lIIr .• r enkins replied, 
that he mlS entirely unacquainted with the arrange-

ments made by the governor-general and the com­

man(ler-in-chicf for the protection of the countrics 
to which allusion had been llla(Ie, and that it was 

impossible for him to comply with the re(jucst made 

on behalf of Scindia, as the officers in command of 
the Dritish troops received their orders frolll the 
conl1l1m1(leI'~iIl-chief, and ,,,,ere in 110 respect under 
the resident's authority. II c a(lded, with becoming 

spirit, with reference to the propo~ed mediation, 
that so long as Scindia continued in alIiance with 
the British power the utmost attention wonld be 

paid to his interests as weH as to those of all other 
allies, but that the British goyernment neither re-

2N2 
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CHAP. XX. fJuired nor admitted tIle arbitration of any state 

wlmtever. Scindia, it will be recollected, had ]>ro­

fcsseil to reganl lTolkar as an euelily-had deniod 
that tho vakool of that chief remaine(l with his COI1-
sent or knO\r1o(lge within his camp-had cOlllplaine<1 

of tho British gove]"lllllcnt for not adequately pro­
tecting' his df)]uiuions against ITolkar, and of tlicil' 

,yithholding the pCCtllliul'Y assistance which was re­

quired to enable him to take the field effectually 
agaillst the COllU110n enemy. The answer of Scindia's 

minister to I\1r . .T enkins's denial of the maharajah's 
right to arbitrate between the British governmellt 

aIHI IIolkar was, that his master har! receh-ed re­

peated solicitations to undertake the office hoth from 
llolkar' and the Hajah of Blmrtpore; thus, with 

genuine j\Tnhrattn audacity, avowing a corrcspolld­

l'llce which had been repeatedly disclaimed. On 
the following day 1\lr . .Tenkins receiveil another visit 

fro111 Scilldia's agent, when further illustrations of 

the duplicity of Scilldia's court ,vero afforde(l. The 

millistcr denied that the falllily of Scindia had de­

parte(l, or that the heavy baggage had been sent 

away with any view to rapidity of march, but hc 
a(lmittcd (why, is llot very apparellt) that Scin(li,,'s 
millister hall till II vcr)" rccent period been inimical 
to the British government, though l1O\'i' it --,vas as­

serted he had become sensible of his folly. There 
was, indeed, no ,louht tbat the first part of this 
statClllcnt ,,·as true-that Scilldia's Ininistcl', Shirzce 

llao, luvl entcrtaillcd the most inyeternte feelings of 
hatred towards tIl(' British govcl"lllllent, and had 
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anxiously watched the arrival of a fitting opportunity CHAP. xx. 
for gratifying those feelings; but of widely difierent 
character were the professions lllade by Scinllia aud 
his sen-unts to the British authorities. These 

avowed friendship, while the actions of those who 

made them spoke only hostility. The change which 

it was alleged ball passed over Shirzee Hao was as 
sUllllcn as it ,vas Iual'vellons, and n. most cxtra-

ordinary manifestation of its elIcct was the projected 
march to Bhurtpore. 

Four days before the communication of Scindia's 
intention to Mr . .Tellkins, one of Seinllia's servants 

had been admitted to an interview with Colonel 
Close, at Nagpore. He had nothing to shew that 

he was accredited by the l\lahratta chief, Imt he was 
a person of high rank and claillled to be accredited. 

This person did not afieet to conceal the alienution 
of Scindia's feelings from the English, nor the 
views under which he had moved in opposition to 

the recommendation of the British resilIent. lIe 

asked whether it ,vas not perceived that Sciullia was 
offended when he marchell to the northward; ant! on 
Colonel Close alls,,"ering to the cl1cct that it could 

not he supposed that Scinclin would act in opposition 
to justice aJllI goat! faith, an attcndallt upon Seiudia's 

alleged agent asked, if it were llot supposed that 
Scindia moved to the northward in consequellce of 

heing offended, to what lllotive ""as tlmt stcJl as­
cribed 1 These avowals that Scindia's mOVClllellts 
were influenccd by designs whidl lie eOllcealed from 

the British resident cOlltrast slrikillgly with his 
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CHAP. XX. often repeated expressions of :t desire to comply 
with tllC [uh'icc of tltat flilictiOlJary, his ,lcclamtions 

of cOlltiuued attaclunent to tlte British calise, aud his 
professions of anxiety to fulfil his engagemellts :111(1 
maintain unimpaired Itis alliance with the British 

govl'rllment. 

The governor-general ,ras no sooner apprizcfl of 

the communications made to 1\1r .. J cnkins all!l Co­
lonel Close, than, with his characteristic energy, he 

took measures for frllstrating the lneditated dc~igns 

of Scindia. Instructions were forwarded to the 

commander-ill-chief, <lirccting him to reject peremp­

torily all demands Oll the part of Scindia "'hiclt 

nlight be at variance with the treaty of peace, to 
repel any act of hostility from Scindi;, with l'rolllp­
titmle allll efiect, and to p"oyille, in the eYellt of 
,mr, for the safety of AIr .• J cnkills and the British 

residency. Other parts of the instructions referrerl 

to the cOlltin"enc)' of war heinn· followed bv lIeo'o-o e> ~ e> 

liatioll; alld it was distinctly luid rlowll, that Scilldia 

was not to be permitted to treat for Holkar, nor 

Holkar for Scindia. These orders were explained 
and enforced by others fOr\rar,lc!1 a few days after­
wards. 'While provision was thns made for frns­

trating the hostile (lesigns of Scindia in the north, 
the south was 1I0t neglecter!. Impressed with a 

sense of the arhantages resulting froll1 the system 
adopted in the previons war with the confederated 
lITahrrttta chieftains, of entrusting vcry general and 
extensive powers, both political and military, to the 
hands of a single local authority, the govel'llor-
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gcneral resoh-ed to invest Colonel Close with the CIlAI', xx, 

s"me I'o\\'ers which had formerly been exercised 
by Geneml 'Yellesley in tho Deccan, with t.ho ex-
ception of the control of the milit.ary COillnUtlH]er 

in Guzernt. On the rdul'll of Gencral 'Yelleslcy 

frolU Calcutt.a t.o l\Iadras, it appears to have been 

for some timo doubtful \\'hether he would resume 

his station ill the Deccan or not. It was u]timatl'ly 

deterlllined in the ncgatiyc; GCllcral, 110W, by thc 

well-merited grace of his sovereign, Sir Arthur. 

'Yellesley, being of opinion that his services "Ol'U 

no longer necessal''y; being aJlxiuu::.:, with rpgnrd to 

the state of his health, as well as to his professional 

prospects, to proceed to Europe; thinking also tliat 
his presence tlwro might enable him t.o dispel some 

misapprehensions "ith rega]'(] to the policy latdy 

pursued ill Illtlia, and being moreover dissatisnc(l 

with the "uthorities at homo.;" It is satisfactory to 

* His di:::::atisfaction was not confined to the East-India Com­
pany, but appears., from some intimatiolls in the \Vellingtoll Dcs­
patches, to have cxtended to the highest military allt.hority. But 
Sir Arthur \Velles1ey had learned to subject his feeling::; to his 
duty, and an apparent ;,light put upon him after his return only 
seemed to draw forth more conspicuously some of the mcritorioll~ 
traits of his character. The follmving statement is gi\>en by 
Colonel Gunvood, the editor of the \Vellington DespatcllCs:­
"An expedition had been fitted out in the autumn of 180.1, to 
proceed to Hanoyer, under the command of Lord Cathcart; and 

l\lajor-Gcncral Sir Arthur \\'ellcsley, soon after his. return to 
England from India, was appointed to the eommallll uf a brigade 
in it. But the consequcnces of the battle of All~tl'r1itz rClIdl'red 
it prudent to recall thi:s furec, and tile troops compo1iillg it were 
p1nccd on the coast for future opcwtiUIl:<, or for tile dl'fl'llCe of thc 
country against threatened inyasion." To this narrntin: COIOlld 
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CHAP. XX. relate thnt the grcatcst comnulI]fler of modcrll timos 

wns not pcnllittc(l to 'Iuit the sccno of his cnrly 

glories ·without testimonies "-arm alld alH1J1(lant to 

his eminent HCl'viccs. Soldiers and drilinlls, Euro­

peans alld natives, vied in l'cw1cl'illg him honollr. 

Colonel Close, undcr thc powors assign cd to him, 

was tn take the cOl1unan<l of the main army ill the 

Deccan. In fUl'thcrnnee of the yiews of the go­

Yernor-gelloral, Colonel 'Val1acc, COI1l11HlIHlillg the 
subsirliary force at Poona, and Colonel Haliburton, 

Gurwood appends the following note :-" There is no situation 
and there are no circumstances in which an officer of the army 
may be placed, that will not in some manner or other be stamped 
,,,jth the superior principles of the thorough soldier. A:l intimate 
friend haying remarked in familiar terms to Sir Arthur '\Ycllcsley, 
when at Hastings, how he, having commanded armies of forty thou­
sand men in the field-having receiYell the thanks of parliament 
for his victories-and having been made Knight of the Bath, could 
submit to be reduced to the command of a brigade of infantry? 
, For this plain reason,' was the an!:i\ver; • I am l1immlllncal1ah, as 
we say in the East; that is, I have ate of the King's salt, Hnd 
therefore I concel"c it to be my duty to serve with unhesitating 
zeal and cheerfulness when and wherever the King's government 
may think proper to employ me.' This ma:..im has the more 
force, from there being officers in the army \vho, unfortunately 
for them, having declined subordinate employ from flattering 
themsc1ws with superior pretensions, haw repented their decision 
during their professional livcs; and it is for this reason that the 
compiler has presumed to draw the attention of those \vho may 
hereafter be placed in similar circumstances to the great military 
principle, as well as to the example of the Duke of \Vellington." 

1\1 i1itary officers exact necessarily and jmtly from those they 
command implicit amI ready obedience. It is strange that they 
should eyer forget that the duty which they require from those 
beneath them is equally due from them~c1ves to those who have 
a right to command their ~crvices. 
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commanding that at I-I ydernlmd, were ordered to CHAP. xx. 
occupy ,,,ith their troops the positions most favour-

able for the seizure, if necessary, of Scindia's pos-
sessions south of the N erbndda; but these ofiicers 
were not. to commence operations against Scindia 

without express orders, except in the event of intel-

ligence rcacliing theIll of tho actual comDlencement 

of hostilities in Hindostan. In Guzerat it 'ms nc-

cessary to ]lro"ide considerable reinforcements, the 
Illllnber of t]'(lOPS in that province haying been 

greatly reduced by the ,let:tclanent of the force 
,,,hich originally marched under Colonel ;If urra), to 

Oujein, and subsequently, unilcr General J oncs, 

joined the army of I-liIHlostan. To supply the de-
ficiency thus occasiollc(l, the gOYCl"llllleut of Bom-

bay were instructed to dispatch to Guzerat as soon 

as practicable, and by the safest and most expedi-
tious route, a corps consisting of at least foUl' 

companies of European infantry, a company of 

EUl'opcan artillery, ant! one battalion of scpoys, '''ith 
a due proportion of camp equipage, artillery, pioneers, 
lascars, and eyer)' necessary equipment to enable the 
corps to be employed on flc1,l service the moment 

it should reach Guzernt. Colonel 'Yoodingtoll, the 
officer cOllnnnnding in the province, was to be in-

structed to place the corps under him in an efficient 

state of equipment, and to Iny up, at convenient 
places on the frontier, supplies of grain mHI stores. 
Thus rcinforccd, it \\'as expected that Colonel 

'Yoodington would be able, not only to defend 

Guzerat from invasion, but to attack with succes" 
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ellAI'. xx. the forts allil possessions of ~eillilia in that provinc(', 
J:iltoul{l war ellsue. 

Soon after the issue of these several instnwtions 
n letter wns receive!l fr01ll the acting- resi(lent nt 
Scillllia's camp, which seellled to iudicate more pa­
cific feelings Oil tllC part of Scindia tllan hall I;een 
contelllplated. The resident Imll held COIlllllllllicn­
tiOllS ,,"ith the c11iuf and his lJlillistcrs, ,yhich 11(1£1 
prollucell a satisi\lCtory letter to tIle govel'lwr-gene­
ral in reply to the demand for reparation all accounl 

of the outrage lIpOll the residency, a multiplicity of 
assurances of friendly illtelltions, allfl n promise tllat 

Scillllia sllOulJ halt upon the CIllIlIllml until the 

arrival of Colonel Close.* The jJromise was kel't 

with Mahratta strictness. Scinlli" retired to Suu-
A.D. ISO'. dulghnr; but Oil the ith of Apri; Ameer Khan left 

Bhurtl'ore with the avowed intention of joining 
Scillllia; anll on tho salllc day Shirzce Hao, with a 
large uo,ly of PiJl(larries alll] a consillerahle I'llrt of 

ScilHlia's cavalry, marched to,mrds Blmrtl'Ol"c. 1'1'0-

vionsly to his dejJartme one of Scindia's ministers 

waited on Mr. Jenkins to announce the intended 
movement, ant! to explain thnt it had reference to 

tlie proposed "",diation. The resident Ilelllanded 
an audicllte of Scindin himself, ,,-lIich was granted, 
and tho chief gave the same explanation ,,·hich had 
boen oflcred hy his minister. The statemont was 
accompanied by strong professions of fidelity allll 

* The appointnwnt of Colonel Clo~c to the exercise of the 
chief political awl military power in the Deccan hud not then 
been made. 
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friendship, allll by a repetition of a reqnest formerly CHAP. XX. 

made, that Mr. Jenkins wouhl "Tite to the eOIll­
maIHler-in-chief to desire that hostilities with Holkar 
might be suspended. The object of dispatching 
Shirzee Hao to Bhnrtpore was undoubtedly to pre-

vent the I{ajah from entering into a pacific arrange-
ment with the British governmcnt; but the design 
,,·as defeated. On the lIth the conditions of a 

treaty '\"ere finally determined upon; a]l{l on the 
17th, as has been already related, the treaty ,ras 

signcd. 
On arriving at "\Veir, a place about fifteen miles 

frol11 Bhnrtpore, Shirzee llno "drlresserl a letter to 
the commander-in-chief, intimating that, at the re­

quc,t of the British resident, Scindia had consented 
to wait at Subrllllghnr in expectation of Colonel 
Close's aninI. This WaS tme; but it would be in­
consistent with Mahratta custom to offer truth un­
mixed ,\"ith some alloy of falsehood; a]](l the an­

nouncement of Sciudials position, and the canse of 
his occupying it, Vi'as associated with :1 representa­
tion that the British resident harl expressed a desire 
that Scinditt should interpose his mediation for ob­
taining peace; in conseqnence of which llcsirc his 
highness ha,l dispatchell Shirzee lho to Bhurtl'Ol"e 

to negotiate. The commander-in-chief; in reply, 
stated, that peace having been establisher! between 

the British government and the Rajah of llhmtjl()rc, 
the presence of Shirzcc ltao at Hhurtporc was llll­

necessary; that he IllUSt not think uf advancing, '" 
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CHAP. XX. such a proceeding might suhrcl't the lIllion suhsist­

illg ucbrccll the CompallY awl Scilidia. 011 the 

followillg day, ]Jf)wercl', Shil'zcc Hao did, with a 

,mall party of horse, advance within a short dis­
tance of llhmtporc, a]l(1 transmitted to tile Itnjah :t 

lllcssage, ::;olicitillg a persollal conference. The Ha­
jah ,1celined gmnting the application, alll1 Shirzcc 
I{ao returned to \Veir without gaining allY thillg by 
his movement. At \Veir he \ntS joined hy Holkar, 
with three or foul' thousand horse, and hoth )11'0-

cel'de(1 towan1s the camp of Scin<1ia at Subdulghm. 
SciJlclia had for some timo maintaillcll, through an 

agent of his own, a correspolldellce with the Court 

of Holknr. Some of the letters of this agent to 
his employer which fell into the hands of the En­
glish fully confirme,l all that vms suspecled of the 
views of Scindia, and of the degree of erc,lit to 
be given to his expressions of fhlclity and atlach­
Inent. It is \rcfLl'isomc to fi]}ll occfLsion for 1'0-

CUrI'jug so li'equent]y to the task of exhihiting i\Iah­
mtta chicanery and dissimulation, hut it is lIecessary 
to the just understanding of the rclati ve circulll­
stall(,cs and position of the British government alld 
the ilInlImtta chiefs. While Scinllia was intriguing 
with lIolkar, wlro was jn a statc of avowed war "'ilh 
the Company's government-while the former chief 
was advancing towards Bhurt]>ore in the hopes of 
stI'iking a blow at t he interests of his English ally, 
be was }ll'OfU8C ill declarations of sillcerity awl good 

faith. Neyer were his professions lllorc stl'Ollg' 
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than at this period; and it may he 'Hhled that neye!' CHAP. XX. 

"'ere they either more or less honest. 
In consequence of the movement of Scindia to 

the northward, Colonel l\!artindcll, who had becn sta-
tioned in a positioll to cllable him to seCUl'e the tran-
quillity of Blllllllecund and to protect Gohud from 
invasion, adVtlllCed in thc smnc llircctioll, undcr orders 
from the commander-in-chief, cal'eful1y fI.Yoiding any 

violation of the possessions of cithcr Scindia or his 
dependents; and on the 8th of April he reached A. D. 1805. 

Hingorah, a position on the Bouthel'll bank of the 
Chumhul, at a short distance from Dholepore. His 
proximity ,ras distasteful to Scimlia; and on the 
11 th that chief requested that tIle British resident 
,yould prcvent the approach of Colonel Martindell 
within twonty eoss of his camp. l\lr. Jenkins an-
swered by expressing sUl'prise that Scillllia should 
feel any uneasiness in the presence of the British 
troops, under thc continued assnranccs givcn that he 
considcred himself standing in the closest rclations of 
alliance with the British goYemmcn!. He rcmarked, 
tllat under the tcrlllS of thc treaty tIle British troops 
wcre to act in concert with those of the mahnrajah ; 
and he rcminded the chieftain that when Colonel 
MUl'ray was str,tioned at Oujein no apprehension 'ms 
expressed, but, on tlte contrary, Scinllia \'\":lS COII-

tinnally urgent for the assistance of the Bdtish 
troops for the protection of his country. If Scin,lia 

had no other view thall that of maintaining his re-
lation with the British goYernment, what, the resi-
dent asked, Was there to apprehcnd from the neigh-
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CHAP. XX.: bonrhoo,1 of the troops orltis ally? ITe ",I ,led, that 

Colonel ~lartin,lell yras within tIle Company's terri­
tories, and tllnt his <t,h-allce l"tll l)eell rendere,] 
ncces.snl'Y hy circnmstances, more cspccinlIy by tho 

movcment of tho llotoriolls Bnppoogce Scilldia in 

the ,lircction of Scinllia's caml', anll the yicillity of 

cOllsi,lcrablc bodies of the troops of lIolkar amI 
Amccr Khan, in charge of the baggag-c of those 

chiefs. The pointed question put by the resident 
it Y\"aS not casy for lITahratt<t ingeuuity to answer; 

Imt Scindia 1ll'god, that if the PindalTies ofllis cnmp 
should hal'pen to cOlllmit any excesses, or should 
enter into disputes yyith any of the illfCrior people 

ofthe British camp, the blame of such conduct Illight 
attach to the government. Mr . .J eukins anS\,ered 

that the known and exemplary discipline of the Bri­
tish troops should preclude all)' uneasiness respecting 
their conduct, and that Scinllia'Hlistl'llst of the inferior 

part of his own army only aflorcle,l a fmther proof of 

the necessity of Colonel l\Iartindel\'s adntnce to the 
fronticr, though 1wtlling short of actual aggression 

would ]lrOlluce any hostile proceedings on the part 
of that officer. Scindia renewing his roquost that 

an application should be made to Colonel ~Im·tin­
,Iell, to keep at a ,listancc of tY,-enty coss from the 

.M aln'atta's camp, the resident shrewdly suggested, 

that if the maharajah desired to maintain this dis­
tance hct\\'een tho two camps, it would ho hetter 

that his highness should himself make a movement 

for the plll'pose. To this Scindi" eXJlressed him­
self averse, and (according to his 0\\'11 declaration) 
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his ~tyorsion had [L most cre<litable origin, being CHAP. XX. 

fonnded on his promise to ilIr .• J ankins to wait in 
the position which he now occllpie(l for the ani val of 
Colonel Close-so sacred did Scindia (leem a 1'1'0-

lniso, evon though the person to whom it was made 

was willing to relieve him from the obligation, to un 
extent which vwulrl cilable him to eftect a pllrpose 
which he professcd to think importunt. Seindia at 
length expresse(l himself satisfied, ami ad verting to 

the presence of Bappoogee Scindia in the neigh-
bOllrhood, intimated au iutention of visiting him. 

The resident was silent till his opininn of the medi-
tated visit was asked. He then referred to the 

maharajah's sense of propriety, to determine whether 
or not it vms advisable to visit a man whose traitor-
ons 'conduct had placed him in the position of an 
encmy to thc Dritish government. Scindia mani-

fested his respect for that government, und his re-

gard for the opinion of its representative, by paying 

his promised visit to Buppoogee Scin(lia on the same 
evening-. 

On the 14th of April the arrival of An1Cer Khan A. D. 1805. 

was announced to the British representative, as a 

preparative to the Jluhlic reception of the respect-
able freebooter and telllporary associate of Holkar; 

and as it was necessary to devise a plausible pretext 
for receiving him, it was stated that Scinrlia SllP-

posed that Anwer Khan had been (lispatche(l by 
Holkur with views corresponding' with those which 
had led to the 111ission of Shirzeu lbo from the 
calllp of Scindia to Bhnrtpore. Two (lays aftcr-
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CIIAP. XX. wanls ScilHlia SCllt to cOllgratulate the resident all 

tIle conclusion of pence hetween the llritish govern­

ment and BlllIrtl'ore. The person who was on this 
occnsiOll tllC organ of Scilldia's politeness took oc­
casion to illtimate that Holkar hu(1 resolved to 
renew liis attack on the Company's territories, hut 
hall abandonee! his intention at the persuasion of 
Shirzee Ibo; that I folkar hall consented to accept 
the mediation of Seindia, and, in company with 

Shirzee Hao, was on his "'a), to Scin(lia's eaml" On 
the following (la)' he arrive(l ,,,ith all his remaining 
force, and was immediately visitc(l 1,), Scintlia aIld 

Ids principal officers. This ceremony was preceded 
hy a very characteristic specimen of nIahratt:t du­
plicity and insolence. Scindia ,lispatehed a message 

to 1\1r .. J cllkins, intimating that he was surpriscd by 
the sudden arrival of Holkar; that he ha,l ,lesired 
that ehief not to eross the Chumbul, hut that the 

request having been tlisl'cganlc(l, f-;cilHlia ,,'as COI11-

pelled to visit him; and that it waS his particular 

"'ish that the British representative should be pre­
sent at the moeting. The resi(lent answcree! by 

pointing out the extreme impropriety of tho re~ucst, 
ant1 observillg that Srilldia's intcIHlcd visit was 

utterly inconsistent with tho reh,tions subsisting 
IJet"'cen him nIHI the British government. 

The resident, in regard to the duty which he 
owed to the government represented by him, did 
not, therefore, attend the nuspicious interview be­

tween the two Mahrattn chiefs, whose hereditnry 
nnd personal ~lIarre1s were now suspended, to en-
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able them to combine against a common object of CHAP. xx. 

hatred. But he was soon snnUllollcd to nn intefvie,r, 

:tt which mrious attempts were made to prevail on 
him to believe that all that har] occurred was occa-

sioned by:t sincere regard to promote the peace of 

lllllia. The servants of Scindia descanted on this 

theme with their habitual flucncy, till (lisconcerleo 
by a remark thrown out hy Mr . .Jenkins, that since 

the appro:tch of tho troops of an ally within twonty 

coss had latoly created so much ulleasincss in the 

mino of Scindia, it could not fail to excite surprise 

to find the army of his highness encamped in union 

with that of the common enemy. 

lIolk:tr had not long occupied his proximate posi-

tion to Scint!ia hefore he manifeste(] his power by 

seizing the person of Alllb,uee Inglia. This act 

was intended to extort a contribntion, and it appears 

to have sncceeded to the extent of obtaining a pro-

mise from Ambajcc of the papnent of fifty Incs. 

Ambajee was at this tinlC in the sCl'yice of Scindia, 

and apparently in his confidence; yet the chief did 

not interfere to protect his servant from plumIer. 

His conduct in this respect seems to have (lccidcd. 

in the 11lind of tIle (,oIllmnmlel'-in-chicf~ the ques-

tion in wh:tt rcI:ttion Scin(lia stood towanls the 

British goverllment; anfl he suggested that the 

British resident should take the earlicRt pntctic:tb!" 

opportunity of quitting Sciu(lia's call1p. On the 21st A.D. 180'. 

of A pri!, the commander-in-chief heing uow relieH'(1 

from anxiety 'rith regard to llhurtpon', quitted that 

place with the whole of the arlllY l\I](ler his permllal 

VOL. III. 2 N 
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CHAP. XX. commanll, and marched in the direction where it 
was evident his services were about to be re­

quired. His previous success I,nll bccn re,,"anlcd 
by a pccragc, and hc now hore the title of Lo]'(1 
Lake. 

On his march Lord Lake recei ,'cd a letter from 
Scil1llia, referring to the treaty of peacc conclude,l 
with him, and stating that ovor since its co]}cllLsiol1 

the fricndship lll,tween thc two states had becn 

progrcssively increasing. "The object of the trcaty," 
sahl Scindia, "was to give peace. to tho country nIH] 

quiet to its inhabitants; and with a vicw to this 

o~jcct, fricndship was establishcd bctwccn all the 
diffcrent chicfs and the British government. J es­
wunt nao Holkur alone remains to bc settled with; 

al1l1 for the purpose of settling uisputes hetween 
Holkar and the British gove]'l\ment, anu concluuing 
a peacc betwcen them, I havc marched from the 

city of Borhampore, and havc arrivcd at Subdul­

gInn;" he having formcrly profcsscd to be actuatcd 
by vcry diflercnt vicws. Thc !cttCI' then advertcd 

to thc war bet,,'ecn thc Company's government and 
the Hajah of Blmrtporc, and to the stcps takcn by 

him in regard to it-olllitting, however, all notice 
of Scill<lia's endeavours to induce thc Hajah to rc­
engage in war. Bnt the alleged services of Scindia 

in restraining Holknr frOlll ravaging the Company's 

territories were not forgotten; and the remainder 

of thc lettcl' was employed in cOlllmending its bcarer 
to the Bl'itbh commander, as h a man of sense," and 

one enjoying Scinc.lia's "confidence;" with I'CCOI1l-
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mcndations to negotiate with IIolkar, and to abstain CHAP. xx. 
frolll molesting him. The ans,,'cr of Lord Lake 

was such as bccamc a British omccr. It exposcd 
the flimsy pretenccs under which Scindi" sought to 

yoil his cnmity; apprized him that Mr .. J onkins 

had been instructed to withdraw from his caUlp; 
and intilllated that the British govcrnment wOlll<1 
consider Scindia responsible in his 0\\"11 persoll, in 

his family, his ministers, ano his servallts, for the 

safe und unmolosted journey of its representative, 
with his attendants and property, to the nearest 
British eump. 

Between thc dispatch of Scindia's letter and the 

reccipt of Lord Lake's answcr Mr. Jenkins had, in 
compliance ,vit.h previous instructions frOlll the COIl1-
nlaJluer-in-chief, requested an audience of Scilldia, 

for the purpose of formally demanding the retire­
mont of the chieftain from the position which he 
occupier!, amI his separation li'om HaIkuI'. Scindh 

appointed a timc for receiving the British rcsident; 

and the lotter, with a view to plncing Scinrlia in a 

situation to afford a satisfactory uns\,"cr, transmitte<l 
a mcmorial, cmbodying the principal facts which he 
intended to urge at the approaching :uHliencc. At 
the time appointerl, however, Scinrjia neither af­
forrled the promised iuterviC\v, nor ullSWere(j the 

nlclIlorial. Great coufusion and llO illconsiderable 

portion of a1al111 was no,,,- felt ill ScilHlia's C.'111!p. 

from a report which prevailerl that (he British 

troops were in the vicinity ~ and on the morning of 

the 28th April tl«~ annies hoth of Scill<lia aIHI A. D. 180:·. 

~ X 2 
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ell \1'. XX. lIolbr retreated witlt tlte utmost prccil'itatioll in 

the dircctioll of 8I1eo},0)'e, a tOWll ~itl1fltc a ~ho)'t 

distallce SOlltl, of tlte ClnllnlJIII, all the roarl to 

Kotalt, ali<I abollt fifty miles north-east of that 

place. They mareherl on that rlay t'\"Cnty miles, on 

the followiJig day fourteclI, and 011 the thirrl day 

arrived at SheOI)or". Their runtc lay alOlJO" the 
• 0 

iJallks of the ChmnlJUI, over cleep ravines; the dif-

ncnItics awl fatigllc of the march were aggnlvated 

by cx('e~sivc hent and the want of water, and COll­

siderable numbers of the troops of both chiefs 

perishl'(!. 

It will be recollected that, on the approach of 

BciJldia towards Hhurtporc, yjgorons measures had 

been adopte(1 for placing the British forces through­

out Inuia in a condition for carrying 011 the opera­

tions of war with eflect. Under the onlers is.sned 

for this pmpose, Colonel Close had directed Colonel 

IIalibul'toll, COll1llHllHlillg the I-J yderabad ~llhsidial'y 

force, to ach'ancc to l\loolapore, there to be joined 

by the Poona subsirliary force under Colonel \Val­

lace. 1\ t Fort St. George it ,ras deemerl arlvisable 

to assemble a considerable force in tlie ccrlerl rlis­

tricts. A caB was lIIarle "pan the Dewan of )1;-­
sore to take' the field with a borly of the H,\jah's 

troops, to which call he promptly rcspollrlerl; 

and a body of Sill,,,la,. horse in tho service of the 

ll:ljah was to join tho British troop" to be assem­

blcrl at DeBary, ill the "crlerl r1istriets. 1\ t DOllibay 

equal activity \vas dispIaypd ill complying with the 

onlc)'s of the gOYC1'llOI'-gcllcrnl for rcinfol'cing Co­

lonel \Vo"r1ing-toll ill Guzcrat. But the ["('trcnt (If 
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Scindia and his J\fahratta colleague from Snbdul- CHAP. xx. 
ghur was assigned as a reason for ulOdifying tho 
instructioBs under which these arrangements had 
been made. The government of Fort St. George 

was directed to suspend its preparations, to distri-

lmte the army of the presidency in its usual stations, 
and to proceed immediately to withdraw hom the 
Deccan all corps and establishments which might 

be extra to the field establishment of the subsidiary 
forces serving with the Peishwa and the Nizam. 
The extra battalions on the establishment of the 
presidency were also to be redneed, and every prac-
ticable diminution of expense elrected. Colonel 
Close ha,l cOlllmenced his return to ;\100Iapore, to 

take the command of the army to be assembled 

there. On his way he recei red a copy of the in-
structions forwarded to Fort St. George, with orders 

to carry into efiect such parts of them as might 

depend upon the exercise of his authority. The 

extraordinary military and political pmyers vested 

in him were at the same time withdrawn; alld he 
was directed to return to Poona, to resume his 
duties as resident at the comt of the Peishwa. In-
structions similar in character were forwarded ttl 

Bombay, and on the authorities of this presidency 
the necessity of economy was urgently cnforcel!' 
The troops in Gnzerat were to Lo cantoned, in 

order to "voi,l tho expense of fiel,1 allowances; and 
no field cxpenses were to he in(,urred without the 

special sanction of the goYenmll'nl of Bengal, "x,'''I'( 
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ClUj>. X)\, under circunlstanccs of urgent and It1lcontrollablc 

Ilec('~sity. 

The pacific UlHI cCOIlOmica! policy now adopted 
was extended to the afIllY of Lord Lake. Scilldia 

allll llolkar were to fly ,,-ithont disturbance and 

without alarm. The COInllwudcl'-iIl-chicf was Ill­
,[ructed not to pursue the retreating forces of the 
t'hicf~ confedcl'ate(l against the Britisll govcrnmclIt, 

un,l \\'ho held in durance a considerable mlllluer of 

its subjects, but to dircct his attention to the neecs­

~al'y HlTUllgcmcnts for cantoning his troops. The 
BOlllhay army, under General J oncs, ,ras to procccel 
to Ibmpoorah, on its return to Guzcrut; and all 

the irregular corps in the British service "-ere to be 
reduced. At tlte tiInc, however, ,rhell these orders 

were issued permanent tranquillity was not expect­
ed; for the probauility of a renewal of hostilities at 

llO distant period was distinctly noticed, alld, as far 

as the prescribed rc,luctinns ,,-ouhl admit, provided 

for. 

The policy of allo'ring an open enemy mld a 
treacherous ally to enjoy for a time imlllunity from 
retribution was not that which for some years had 

heen l"u'snc,l in India-it was not that which had 
rai,c,l the British power to the lofty positioll which 

it had attained. The change cannot fail to excite 
illljniry as to its cause. The answer is, that the 
poli,")" now pursued 'ms ]lot tho policy of the :llarquis 
\V cllesley. It ,ms that of the hOllle authorities; 
the l'l>~ult of thai bliud l'CYCl'E'llCC t(Jr Ilative princes, 
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whatever their character or deserts, "'hich had so ClIAP. xx. 
long prevailed in England, and of a fatuitous de-
sire to save money under all cirCnl11stullC8E<, howeycr 

indispensable its expenditnre might be to the honour 

and interests of gm·ernmcnt. The subject has al-
ready been adverted to, and further notice is here 

unnecessary. It should be added, hmvevcr, that 
the l\I arquis Wellesley's administration was ap­

proaching its conclusion. Ilis successor was on the 
sea, commissioned to <lispel, if possible, the remem-
brance of all the glories which had irradiated the 
brightest period of England's connection with India, 
and to surrender a large share of the solid advan-

tages which had been gained; to throw back the 
country into the anarchy nnder which it had so long 
groaned, and to lay the foundation of future alarms, 
future wars, and fntnre expenses of fearful amount. 

The governor-general felt that he could not expect 

to complete any large and extensive plan, similar to 

those upon which he had been accustomed to aet, 
and, pressed by representations frolll home of a tone 

and character peculiarly annoying to a noble spirit, 

he rcsolved to suspend operations, lensing his suc-

cessor in a condition to resume them if he should 

think proper, or if his instruction should permit 
such a course. Such is the explanation of the extra-

ordinary change which has been relatcd. 
Scindia had fleel with his companion H"lkar. The 

llritish territories were not lllcllaccd; and though 
chastisement was deferred, it ,lid not lIcecssarily 

follow that it was alto!(cther abandoned. But the 
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CHAP. XX. flying- confederates had carried with thelll the Bri­

tish residency Mputc(l to oue of thelll, and the safety 

of the resident and his attendauts was an object of 

interest. On transmitting to Scindia LOrl1 Lake's 

reply to the chieftain's letter, Jlr .. Jenkins adverted 

to the instructions which he had received to with­

draw, aIH1 requested to he informed of the arrange­

mellts which tho malJarnjah might bo pleased to 

make for the pnrpose of facilitating his departure. 

Scindi:t replied that. as his minister, Shirzec Hao, 

was absellt, he could not return a decided answer. 

hut that ill the cOlll'se of two or tllree da~'s a reply 

to Lonl Lake's letter \\'ou1<1 he prepared. The 

J'esident shortly after",:]nls rene\\'ed the application, 

exprcssillg' his djssatisf~lction at bejng' prevcntc(l from 

comp1yillg with the orders of the CGlllmaIHler-ill-chief, 

and intimating that the canse assigned for delay was 

inapplicable to the case; inasmuch as Lord Lake did 

not expect any answer to his letter, hut would be 

justly snrl'rised if the British representative at 

Scindia's court were not permitted to ohey the 

ol'llers of his own government. ?lIr . .r cnkins further 

pointed out tbe propriety of his departure taking 

place "'itb the sanction and under the protection of 

Scillllia; that established usage. as well as the prin­

ciples of .iustice and public faith. required that a 

person in his situation should he entirely free from 

restraint; and that a communication of Scindia's 

intclltiollS was necessary to eJlahle tIle resident to 

ex('nll'ate himself from tho charge of a voluntary 

{k'yjation from orders \rhich he was boulld to obey. 
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Nothing satisfactory followed this represclltatioll, CIIAP. xx. 
but MI'. Jenkins was informed that a copy of the 
cOllllll:\lIder-in-chief's letter, togother with the sub-
stance of ~Ir . . J cnkills's messages 011 the subject of 
his departure, had been cOllllllunicated to the minis-

ter, Shirzee Rao. To abate the resi,lent's solicitude 
to withdraw, the l\1uhratta officers expatiated with 

lIluch power on the dangers to which he woultl be 
exposed from the state of the country between 
Scindia's camp and the head-quarters of the Britbh 

arm)'. To these representations Mr .• r cnkillS had a 
ready answer-that whenever a day should be fixed 
for his departure, the cOll1u"'lHler-in-chief would 
dispatch a force to llloet him, and that he should 

require a convoy of Scil"lia's cavalry morely to shew 
that he had the maharajah's protcction, aml not to 

ropel uny dangcr. This produced a representation 
that the advance of a British force was unnecessary, 
for that whenever the departUl"e should take place. 

exclusively of about a thousand horse to be fumishcd 
in equal proportions by Scilldia aud Holkar, the 

British resident should receive the protection of any 
force of infantry and guns that he might desire, and 

that for his safe conduct to the head-<)uarters of 
the British army the maharajah would be fnlly rc-

'ponsible. 
0" the 10th of May, the confe,lerates recom- A.D. 180,. 

menced their TIlarch in the direction of Kotah, with-
out flismissing the British residency. Mr . .r cnkins 

had previo1lsly suggested. with reference to the ~ys-
tematic evasion and ,Iclay which characterize the 
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eIlAI'. XX. l'roceeclings of " l\1ahratt" court. that thc com­
,,,aucler-ill-chief slllml,l ,uluress a separate letter to 

Sciuclia, the ol~ject of which slloulcl he limited to 
the ,Iemand of safe conduct for the resident and the 
gentlemen of the resideney to the British camp. 

Lord Lake aeted on the suggestion-the letter was 
transmitted, and the application met with the same 
sllccess which llad attenued former demands of the 
s:unc dcsCl'illtion.'*" 

The confederated chiefs continued to moye in a 

westerly direction towards Ajmeer. Their progress 
waS marke,l hy some extraordinary events: the first 
to he noticed demonstrates the power of Holkur in a 

Illallner not less decided than the seizure by that 

chief of Ambujee Inglia. Baptiste, already men­
tioued as in the service of Scindia, had made him­

self obnoxious to the '\Tath of Holkar, and, it 'vas 
said, meditated the seizure of that chieftain's person. 

* The letter of Lord Lake was characterized by soldier-like 
brevity and decision; had it been supported by his lordship's ad­
vance, it could scarcely have failed to produce the desired effect. 
The following is a translation of it :-" I have already written to 
your highness a reply to your letter, requesting that your high­
nes~ would give safe conduct to l\lr. Jenkins, and the other gen4 
tlcmen attached to the residency at your highness's court. to the 
camp of the British army; but this has not hitherto taken place, 
and your highness appears disposed to delay and cyadc this requi­
sition. Itao Gopaul Jwmadur, \vhom you dispatched to me, has 
been desired to return from the middle of his way. Adverting to 
your highness's evasion and delay. I again write to your highness 
with tlle pen of friendship, to request that you will calise those 
gentlemen to reach me in safety; until which time ] shall con­
sider your highness and your adherents to be respon:;ihlc for their 
liycs and property, and for thcir protection from imult." 
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The spirit of vengeance thus roused in Holkar's CHAi'. xx. 
hreast found grntification ill the apprehension of his 

enemy, who was immediately su1tiected to one of 
those barbarous inflictions of which native allllals 

afford so many instances. The nnhappy prisoner 

was deprived of sight. lIe did not long endure the 
misery of the privation, the outrage leading to his 
death. Thus did Holkur, the enemy of the British 
state, act towards a servant of Scindia, its pre-

tended ally; and Scindia submitted. 

A still more remarkable event followed, if any 
thing eml be regarded as remarkable in a l\Iahratta 
court. Ambajee Inglia having becn subjected to 
the process of plunder, and the plunder having been 

secured, was released from the restraiut imposed 
UPOll him for the purpose of drawing forth a contri­
bution. This was not very remarkable. The ob­

ject being attained, the means by which it was to be 
procurod ,yore discontinucd as no lougcr llccessary. 

But the liberation of Ambajce Inglia was followed 

by extraordinary honour. He was received by Scin­
dia with the highest degree of respect and attention, 

and the ceremony of his reception was regarded as 
an indication of his intended appointment to the 

charge of the executive authority in plnce of Shirzee 
Itao. Such instances of capricious change are, in­
deed, but ordinary events among the l\lahrattas.* 

* 'I1lC character of this people has been illustrated in the pro~ 
gress of this work sufficiently, perhaps, to render unnecessary 
allY endeavour to throw further light upon it. But it may Bot 
ht.: uninteresting to &Cl: their character drawn by one of themselves. 
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CIIAP. XX. III the meantime the British residell(,y rcmaincd 

virtually, thollgh ]Jot apparently, ill a state of impri-

Captain Sydenham, acting resident at Poona, in a letter dated 
the 27th of l\fay, ISO;,), gives the following report of some re­
marks mnde by tbe Peishwa, called forth by the relati\'c circum­
stances of some of the :i\lahratta states and the British gOYern­

ment. "His highness," says Captain Sydenharn, "addressed 
me nearly in the following terms, as far a:: my recollection ::;ef\'e:'i 
me :-' Your paths and tbose of the :"lahrattas are different; your 
way is open and straight-their:; is crooked and concealed. \\'hen 
you have a friend you are friendly; when you have ':tn enemy you 
shew your enmity and destroy him; Lut sometimes your enmity 
ends in friendship-their friendship always ends ill enmity. I know 
you both; I have tried you both j and I speak from what I haye 
felt. These men \vith turbans who were my servants sought my 
ruin; you, who wear hats and are foreigners, saved me from 
destruction and gaY(' me back my throne. \Vhile they were here 
I was insulted and oppressed; now that you are here I am at 
repose and do as I plea~e. They took fror.1 their master crores 
of rupees and still asked more; you have spent crores of rupees 
for a friend and demand no return.''' Of the persons invoh'Cd 
in the existing wars and intrigues, the Peishwa said-'" Between 
Scindia and Holkar this is the difference-Scindia is a wcak, 
foolish boy, who is himself incapable of government, and i~ led by 
tIle advice of others. If his sen'ants advise well, he acts well; 
if his servants adyise ill, he acts ill; great crimes arc committed 
by his government, Lut he himself is faultless. Holkar is a bad 
man from his heart; he loves disoTder; he hates repose. \\,hat~ 

ever he does proceeds from himself; he is a monster who must be 
destroyed. Shirzee Rao Ghatgay is almost worse than Holkar. 
\Vhile these men have power there cannot be repose; though 
they should have only a hundred men, still they would excite 
di"order. These are the men who have brought Scindia into 
difficulties, and in the end will ruin him. Let Lord \Vellesley 
extirpate the guardians, hut let the child be preserved. The 
Company mmt give Scindia good counsellors, and mu:::t keep its 
army at Oujein; all will then be quiet.''' 

The traits of l\Jahratta character noticed in the former part of 
the above quotation are, it must be admitted, faithfully portrayed; 
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sonment. The comnul1Hler-in-chief again llClllaIlllC'd CHAP. xx. 

their release; and ultimately the g-ovC'rnor-gcncral 

addressed a letter to Scindia, requiring their dismis-

sion within fourteen days from the receipt of the 

letter. It was dated tbe 25th July. On the 30th A,D,180" 

the Marquis 'Vellesley signed bis last despatch to 
the Secret COlllmittee of the Comt of Directors; 
:1l1t1 at six o'eJock on the eY('ning of that day, a 

salute from the uattcry announced that he was 

superseded in his high functions uy the arrival of the 
Marquis Co]']nmllis, 

The policy plll'sued uy the Marquis 'Vellesley IJns 
already been reviewed in refcI'ence to every im­
pOl'tant act of his goYcrnment, excepting the l\bh­
rat!a war. A few obsermtions on this, and on the 
circumstances out of which it arose, are demanded. 

not so much by the difliculty of rightly deciding, as 

by the misrepresentations in which the subject was 
.0 long enshrouded. It was the misfortune of the 

]If arquis Wellesley that, during the latter years of 

but the sincerity of the painter is more than qucstionablc. The 
Mahratta prince was himself probably displaying some uf the 
marc striking qualities of his countrymcn. "l\Iahrattas wishing 
to be politic," says Captain Duff, " always disparage themseh'cs, 
and in addressing a Europenll nothing is more common than to 
speak of themselves as a treacherous, deceitful race of marallders, 
on whom no dependance should he placed. One unacquainted 
with their manners, or who has superficially ohsern~d them, ",'ouItI 
not readily suppose that they merely intend an iUllircct compli. 
ment, knowing how highly truth and lllaill dealing' are estimated 
among us."-History of !\Iahrattas, vul. iii. page 1.1l. 

Thus it appears that the l\lahratta chnmctcr is true to llothing 
but its own inherent depravity. 
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ellAj'. XX. his administration, he was never cordially supported 
from home; awl those who should ha YO ailorded to 

him countenance and encouragement were but too 
often ready to join individuals who reviled a policy 
which they were unahle to unuerstand, or who from 

personal or purty motives maue that policy an ol~jcct 
of attack. This ooscrvation uocs not upply peculiarly 
to the authority in direct communication \",-ith the 

governments in India. The conduct of the King's 
government on various occasions was not such as 

the governor-general hud reason to expect or ought 
to have cxpcricncc(l.* Time, howcyer, the best 

vin(licator of the truly great, has well performed his 

office with regard to the policy pursned by the Mar­
quis Wellesley. 

Those who hava taken up their opinions from the 
statements of the marquis's enemies will feel asto­

nishment at the assertion that his [lolicy was essen­
tially pacific. Yat such was the fact. His main 

object-that to which all his measures were directed, 
was to preserve the peace of India. After many 

prolJUole causes of disturbance had oeen overcome, 
one calculated to excite constant and deep appre­
hensions remained in the )hhratta confederacy. The 

Marquis \Vellesley sought to remove this by uniting 
the chief of the Mahratta association in a def~llsiYc 

* Lord Castlereagh, while President of the Board of Commis­
sioners fur the Affairs of India, si~alized himself by writing some 
diffuse notes upon )'lahratta affair:', which will long be kept in 
memory, by the demolition which they recei.cd at the hand~ of 
the Duke of \Vellington, then Major-General "'ellesley. Both 
papers will be found in yolurne v. of the \VeHesley Despatches. 
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alliance with the British government. But the CIIAP. xx. 
Peishwa, very much in accordance with the custom 
of the Mahrattas, was in suhjection to a chief nomi-
nally dependant upon him. It wns not for the in-
terest of that ehief that such n connection should be 

formed, and in consequence repeated overtures from 
the British government were rejected or evaded. 

These overtures "'ere not only in conformity with 
the general policy of the Marquis Wellesley, but 
they had reference to a particular object-the pro-
tection of the Nizmn, on whom the Mahmttas Illade 
clnims which, at any favournble opportunity, they 

,vere rendy to assert by arms. They might have 
been defeated by the employment of a British foree; 

but those most loud in denouncing the policy pur-
sued in this instnllce will scarcely deny thnt it is 

better to prevent invasion than to have occasion to 
repel it. 

The circumstances which led to the treaty of 

Bassein have been too recently noticed to need 
repetition. Those circumstances aflonled the go­
vernor-general the opportunity so long sought, and 
prcviously so vainly, of bringing the Peishwa within 

the palc of British alliance. By the iuterference of 
the Company's government the l'eishwa was re­

stored to his dignity, and to more of actnal power 
than he had been accustomed to enjoy. But he 
could not have maintained himself on the throne 

without the aid of the power that placed him thore; 
and this of necessity gave to that power a high ,10-

gree of influence at his court. The existellce of 
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CTlAT'. XX. this inflllcll(,(, conld lIot fail to he displ(,:1sing to 

those with ,,,hose allllJitiollS l'ro.ieets it illterferel}: 
to SciJlilia, who wished to keep tIle Pei~hwa ill a 

state of pllpilage to billlf'l']f; to ]Iol).;:al', who had a 
rival Peishwa ulH1er Ids pl'otectioll, whOln he ill­
tellded to manage for his O'VI1 hellefit, ill the manller 

which Scilldia had practise(1 with reganl to Ba.iee 
TIao; to the Hajah of Berar, who assulIIed, ill virtue 

of II is aflillity to the Ha.ia1l of Sattarn, to exercise 
the chief executive power ill the J\lnhratta stute. 
III the feelings of these parties originaterl the wurs 
which ell"lccl; and it lllay be asked, did the Mar­

quis \V clleslcy foresee the COllsc'IlIcnccs of the 
treaty with the Pcishw,,? :tnrl if so, oirl he act. wisely 
ill risking them? 

In regard to the first inquiry, he could llot hut 
foresee that to rcm]er the British influence prcdo­

lllillant at Poona \yould be ofiellSive to all who 

wishcII to cxercise their own. This might lw forc­

secn as certain. But that tllC malconteuts should 
have reeollrse to arms j in the hope of winnillg back 

that wllich they had lost, 01' of obtainiug that 
to ",hidl they aspired, could only he forescf'1l as 

possiblc. It did uot follow that because Scinclia 
was {liscolltellted, he wonl<l engage in a contest ill 
which hc lIlust almost ha\'e felt slI\'e that hc shollld 
be worster]; nor that the ]tnjah of Berar sllOulrl 

take a similar course with silllilar prospect:,:; nor 

t.hat lIolkul' should persist ill provoking a power 
which hnd the means of a!togetller crllshiug him; 
aIHI the prohahility was not great thnt thcse parties, 
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with separate aJHl hostile interests, should unite to CHAP. xx. 
dispossess the ElIglish of authority, the exerci't, of 

which would immediately become a source of dis-

putes mnong themsches. Nor, ill fact, did they (,ypr 

so unite, \Vhile Scindia anrl the Raj"" of Derar 

were in arms agaillst the English, Holkar kept aloof. 

When Scin(lia and Holkal' unitorl, the Hajah of 

Bel'~lI', though not illdispo~cd to join thcm, was de-

terred either by his fears 01' his jealousy from adopt-

illg such a course. 'Vhen the treaty of Ba~scil1 was 
concluded, it lllust have heen ob\'ious to all persons 
acquainted \\"itb l\Tahmtta ail,lirs that some ,liscolI-

tent would ho excited aIllong the infcrior memhers 

of the confederacy; but \\"hether or not that dis-

content \voul,l mallifest itself in open acts of hos-

tility, ulld if it should, at \\"hat precise period the 

manifestatioll "'ould take pIaCl', could be reasollahly 

predicted by 1I0 on(', The JI\ar<jllis \V ('lIesley \Y:\S 

not without hope that other members of the l\1ah-

mtta cOllfedemcy Illight, like the PeislnY:\, hl' i,l-

(lnced to accept of all English alliance; an(l th(· 

hope was not lllnyarruntcd. Few l1atiY(~ states haxc 
clItcl'cd into such alliallccs from pllrc fricllsltip-
the conncction has for the most part been tllc o/l~ 

spring of convenicllce ~ and it was not impl'oLahll' 

that other JlIahratta chicftains might be anxi(JIl' 

to secure to their 0\\"11 power that stability wldeh 

British protect.ioll liad given to tlie autliorit;, of tlie 

l'eishwa, In the Ea,t, as elsewhcre-pl'l'haps far 

InOl'e than e1se,,-hC'l'c-powe]' 

~llCCCSS conciliates foll owc 1'.<;;'. 

YOLo lIT. 2 u 

lIegets ]1o,,-el'. and 
Evcll the Ia wle." 
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CIIAP. XX. "pirit of a Mahmtta hell,ls bcfore rising and pro­

gressivc grcatll(,ss. 

If, hOlreyer, the actual serics of cycnts tlmt fol-

10"'c,1 the eonr-ln,ion of the treaty of Basscin eoul,l 

havc l)('cll di:-.tilletly fOl't'SCCIl to he certain alld ill­

eyital>le consequellces of the treaty, the polic), of 

that trcaty WOlll(1 rClllaiu llllimpuglJc(l. The ~Iah­

rnttas wcrc dallgcrolls ncighboLlI'S- tlangcrou:-:; to 

tho British govcrnmcnt, dangerous to its ally the 

J'lizam. Freebooters by profession, they ,,"ould 

ne,'er fnil to fine! occasion for inyae!ing any state 

or tcrritory whcrc eycn tcmpornl'y advantage was 

likely to ensue. \Yhereyer their influence extend­

ed-and its extent Iras neady co-equal with that 

of Imlia-there existe(1 the clements of discord, 

waiting' but the will of the most unprincipled of 

lllen to bring them into action. To hope for the 

maintenance of the peace of India "'hile the ;,Iah­

rattns were frec from rcstraiut was a bsul'l1. An 

opportunity offcrcd for fOl'miug an nlliancc wit-li 
their head, all,l thus obtaining the right and the 

PO\YCl' of cnforting, \yith rcgfll'(l to that princc nt 

lcast, the laws :lIHl usngcs of civilizcd mcn. It was 

CllllJrflcc(l; flnd thc govcl'llor-gcneml who, oycn ill 
the full conviction that war ,,'auld follolv, should 

have suOerell it to pass nnimprovcd wonld hayc 

I)cen guilty of a gross dereliction of duty. It be­

comes not the character of the British government 

to engnge in an Ulljust wnr-as little is it uecoming 
to (Ircline a jnst nllll necessary onc. The inferior 

~lnhratta chiefs hall no reasonable gronnd for dis-
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content; and unreasonable dissatisfaction onght not CHAP. xx. 
to be permitter! to stand in the way of great and 
beneficial measures. 

The wal', too, 'vus not without obvious nth'Ull tagc 

-assuming the probability of condncting it ,dth 

success-in thc prospect which it aRan!el! of reduc­
ing the Frcnch })(HVCr, which, uuder the protection 

of Scindia, had grown to a size and strcngth fol'­

mhlablc eycn to Scindia himself; and which, so long 

as it cxiRtc<l, woul(1 be a constant ground of alarm 

aIHI (langeI' to the Bl'iti.,h. The (langc)' being past, 

it is e:1sy to laugh at the fears formerly expressed 

\yith regan1 to French ascendency ill India, but 

at the timo of the l\[ar'luis \Vellesle)"'s a(lininis­

tration the fear was not chimerical. A plan had 
hecn sllggest.l'd for the establishmcnt of a witlely 
spread French domillion, to be carried on in the 

nanw, and nnller the nominal authority. of the nl1-
fortunate emperor Shah Allum. The ,neck of the 

l\'Iahol11otan empire wus to form the foundation of 

a ne,,- Enropean one. The plan lllay be derided as 
extravagant; but those who feel inclined to lake 
this yiew shouhl previously reflect on the extra­
ordinary career of Loth the French and English ill 

India, more especially the latter, allll on that of 
the foriller llation ill Europe. The humble guise ill 
which the English first appeared in India aOortled 
no token of thei,· futme grandeur. Ami(l the early 
extravagancies of the French revolution it ,yonhl have 

Leen diflicnit to gather in(lieations of the approach­
ing snhjcclion of the continent of Enrope to the 

2o~ 
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(,lUI'. XX, people among' \Yllolll tito.;:!..' l'xtr:lY:I,!.!:nn('ies w(,1'(' 11('1'·' 

I'etrated, 

The p]'(;indice 'I'hirh detCl'lllillCS that in all tl'nll'­

artion.;: witlt tIll: 1l:ltiYr :-;tatl':-: uf llldia Ellp:lnll(l is in 

the Wl'Ollg, li:ls called forth t\\'O ol~i<'etioll;': to tlw 

trenty of Ba~,"l'ill ~lllcl its ('m·ct~. Thc fil'~t is allllo .. :t 

IIIClif'I'OllS. It h:l~ becn arg'llc(l-:lll(l 1):" a lll;lll 

wllOse life ''"as passed ill ltigh oHi('(' *-tklt. as tlt{~ 

Pcislnya ''"a::: hut the hc:ul of a ('ollf{'dcratiol1, no 

treat)' ollght to have heen cOllcit"le,1 with him "'itlt­

Ollt tlJ0 con:-;cut of thc remailling 1l1C'lllhcl':-;. Sud I 

:1ll oldcctioll searecly dc:.;C'I'Yc:-; au aIlSWC'l', TII(~ 

rclation, of the dillerellt mom!.>ers of the ",lahmtta 

confederacy were but llomillaL No 011(: l'cspeded 

thelll ",hell all)' slIfllcion! ol~icc! "'as to be pI'omoted 

by forgcttillg them. The Peislnra himsc1f, SllprClllC 

as hc is sometimes reprcf:lcntecl, was, according to 

the fiction on ",hich the confederacy "'as hasc'l, 

only a son'altt. IIis mastel', tlte H'\iah of Sattara, 

hc kept lIot only ill tleppll(lance hilt lllulc!' restraint; 

a1though at certaill seasons Ill' made show of offering 
tokcns of homage, unel on ocea~ioll of war llCYCI' 

took tho field without asking l'cl'lllis~ioll of the mall 

",holl! he Il!ockc<l by his aflcctc,l allegiancc, That 

",ltieh the l'eislnl':l h",l enected "'itlt rega]',l to hi, 

~l1pel'iol', oth('1' chiefs ,rere dc:--il'OllS of pursuing 

,,,ith regard to him; and they sometimes sncreeded. 

The Pcbhwa rlllecl Ids mastcl'. and Sl'illdia fol' a 

* The late i\larquis of Londondery, when Yi~count Castlereagh 
and President of the Board of Commissioners for the Affai\'~ of 
[ntlia, 
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,cason l'Ille,] the l'eishmt; while the Hnjah of Dcrnl' CIlAI'. xx. 

aspire,] to the authority Ilolllinally eujoye<l "y one 

aud actually excrcise,] hy the other of these elders. 

The entire sy~tem ',"as, praetieally,:.1 serics ()fl1.'~ul'pa-

tiOllS, and to dnilll respect for the ('ollstitutioll of 

the l\lahratta confo,]erae), as dcseriued in \\'on]s, '" 

though it hal] a rea] cxistellce, is the elleet eithcr or 

igllorance or of:l wilful illtention to lllisle:Hl. 

The secoll'] oujeetioll to he notice<! is this-that 

the COIl<]uct of the British go\'ernment in seeking to 

ol)tain influence over the Peishwa "'a~ hut the ,~allle 
as that of Seindia, who ll~lll 1'1'evioll~ly excrcised that 

influence. Tho allswcr is, that the OIlC party exer­

cised for good ]lurpo:-ics the po,,-el' ;tC'(luircd, the 

othcr cxcrcised it for CYil]JIlrl'oscs. Any attelllpt to 

rcpn:sclit the object of the cOlltending parties as the 

"lIl1e Illust I'"il. Xo one will pretelll] that Scindia 
had any uthcr ol~jcct than personal ,uhantnge. No 

OllC cnll f:til to pCfC'ehc that the governor-gcncral 

could have no sllcll ol~jcct, and that hi~ couutr)' 

gaillc(l nothing but all ad(litioual security for the 

~afcty of bel' own tlominions, mHI for the maiutcll­

anee ultimately, if not imlllediately, of gcnend ]>cace. 
[Ii this lattcr ohject tI,O i\!ahratta states ha,l an ill­

tcrcst lIOt inferior to that of Great Britain. These 

('hiel's did llot, ilHlee(l, rCt'.ognize it: lmt tlti:-; tlocs 
not illyuli,latc thc positiull that such \YaS thc fact. 

TllOsc who live hy tlIe praeti('(' of dislJOl1est arts 
will he slow to a,hllit that thl'\, woul,l hecOIllc hap­

pie[, as well as l)L'ttl'l' 1I1t'Il I,), tlll'lIing to }'espedaldc 

lllO(le~ of life; hut tile truLll iB Hot disproved hy UH,ir 
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ellAI'. xx. inscnsihility to it. ::io the illahrattas, ]iYing by dis­

turlxmcc alHl p]uIlflcl', might lwlicrc distul'hallce aBel 
p]under to he e.ssentia] to their well-bcillg'; but it 

was 110t tllll:-i essential becallse tlJeir distortc(l moral 

Yimrs Jed them to be]ieye it. The arts of industry 

and peacc arc far better instruments of prosperity 

and Wl'alth than those of rapille; and he must be 

(1ccp]y imbue(1 with the Anti-Britis], prcjllLlice in 

respect to India, \vho can think any \\Tong was iu­

fticte(1 u]lon the illahrnttas by attempting to bring 

them to un outw[tnl ouscrnulcc, if not to HIl ill'rul'd 
cOllyiction of tho yulue, of the laws of peace a1l(1 

honesty. The Mahrattas, from the COlIllllcncement 

of their existcnce as a people, ha(1 hecn continually 

(,llgngc(l in tho occupation of plundering; yet they 

htHI acclllllulated no wealth. EvC']' aplll'opri[ltillg to 

themsc]ye.s the property of othcrs, th,'}' "'cre ,'Ycr 

in W:lUt. The ]C,"~OllS of experience, hoy\,cvcl', were 

lost on these nativo freebooters, n~ they li"lInl1y nre 
011 intliyi<1unl crilllillab; and lost they lllust be, not 

less, on him who can maintain o\"cn the possibility 

of the ~lahrattas having hecn illjmed hy thc challge 

'rhich it was the tCll(lcncy of British polic), to ill­

trodllcc among thelll. 

The f;11l11 of the nrgmnent that has lJCCIl nilllucl'd 
is this: that the conclusion of tbe trcaty of B""cill 

was expedicnt, awl that it inyolved no yiolatioll of 

rig"ht or justice-that the cOllsef]uellccs \yhich actu­
ally t()]]owcd could not bayc been cortain]y fnresc('u, 

though they 1Ilight hayc been nppl'ol.lcIHll'd; but that, 

had tin'}" been fOl'c~e('n, they ought to ha Ye beeu ill-
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cUl'1'od. Passing on to the consideration of tho CIlAP. xx. 
actnal rcsults of the wars which cmme(1, wc fiud, at 
the poriOil at which we haye arrived, ScilHlia and the 

Jhjahof Berar, two of the most dangorous of the ;\Iah-
mtta chieftaius, depriyc,l of cousi,lcrable power and 

dominion, and the latter, "'jth !tis defeated colleague 
II olbr, in flight from the British arms; the Frcnch 
power :1lluihilatc(l; the emperor }'c.scuutl fl'Olll tho 

hands of those who almse,l the possession of his 

porsoll and nominal authority to their own pur-
poscs; a cOllsi(lcrable lllllUhel' of winoI' :-:;tntes bronght 

from under a llomiuioll :HIY<~l'~e to the British go-
vernlllcnt au(l placcd helloath its protcction; the 
British territory not only exte])(1c',l, hut strcngtheuc,l 

awl rendered more defellsible; and the British go-
YCnnllcut assllllling' that position to which the COlll'.'::O 
of eyeuts had long illlpclled it, hut frolll ,,·!tieh the 

weakness ofthose hY"'holll it had heen conducted had 

ke],t it hack-that of the great predOlniliant 1'0\\"01' 

of Iwliu. The accomplishmcnt of this object was 
r050rYo,I for the !"!anjuis 'Vellesky. lIe saw what 

some of his predeecssOl's couhl not or woul,l not 
(liscCl'll-that the Briti:-:h gOyerlllllcnt could llOt., 

either witll safety or ,,-itli liOllOUI', occupy a Sl'C01J(laI'Y 
plaee alllong the states 0[' India-that it lllUst IJC 

first or llothillg-nIlll Ite lI:ul tIle vigoul' awl the 

ahility to ael upon tlw perception. 
The O1"y rational ohjection ('yer taken to his ad­

millistl'atioll is ou the gl'fHll1cl of it.':! ('xPClI."(,. But 
if the C'xpell~c he viewed ill t"OIlIlC'etioll \yitlt \dwt 

was achievcd, Hot lllerely of J)['illialll reputatioll, hut 
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CIIAI'. XX. of soli,l advantage, it will be Jonnd to he the ehcapest 
a,lministratioll that eYer existed in IIl,lia. Latterly 
the yicws of tile WHCl'llol'-gcnel'al ,,·cre ill HJlllC de­

grce cramped by the repeated o]'(k1's for rctrcllch­

mellt recch"ed fr01n hOllie, alld to this Cil'Clllllstance, 

among others, it i~ to be ascribed that tl!c pcrfidy 
of Scindia did Hot llleet prompt and ~igllal rc­

tribntion. 

It bas lJccn sai,l that the polic)' of the Marquis 

'Vellcsle), was essentially pacific, and such, in tl'l1th, 
it wns. IIo sOl1g"ht to gathcr the states of India 

Hilder the standard uf thc British gOYCl"lllllcnt, by 
wholll the halallcc was to be held, the peaccable 1'1'0-

tccted, aIHI the ill-disposed restrained. The systcm 
of suhsitlial'Y alliances did not originate ,,-jth him, 
bnt he greatly extended its opcratiOlJ. On this systcm 
~01110 observations hayc Lecll l1uHlc in a former part 

of this work, aIHl though lllHlonbtcdly the t-:ystcm 
is open to objections, it is diflicl1lt to cOllcciyc hy 
what ot]l(l l' llleans, in the existing statc of India, 

peace awl onlcr could be so cllectllally maintained. 

Til one of his dc~patches, after statlng the extent of 

the subsidiary forces slIpported ill ,liifercnt states, 

tlie ~Iarqnis 'V cllesley obsenes :-" The position, 
f':d(~]lt, and eqlliplHC'nt of thb military force, COlll­

hilled "'ith tlie priyilegc which the I3ritisli g-o'-cl'lJ­
lllCllt pos:--csses of arbitrntillg (liiTercllccs and tlisscn­
:--iOllS Ll'twcC'n the scycral :-;tates with which it is 
('onncete,l lJy the uhlig-at ions of alliance, cnahles the 

British power to cOlltrol the causes of that internal 

warfare w1iiell. (ll1rill~ ~n long: a term of .'"eal'~, has 
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,lesolnted Illany of the lllost fertile provinces of ClIAI'. xx. 
India, has occasioned fL constant and hazanlous fluc-
tuation of PO,,'Cl' :ullong the native state's, has en-

couraged a pretlatol'Y awl military spirit tlmoLlg the 

inhabitants, and forllled au incxhaustible source for 

the supply of military advcnturers prepared to join 
tllC standa,",l of auy turhulcnt chieftian for tho pur-
poses of amhition, plunder, 01' rehellion." It Illay 
he added, that the indirect eftect of Emopean prin-

ciples and hahits of thought, acting upon natives of 
iliflncllcc awl authority thl'onglt the representatives 

of the British govcrll1ncnt, cannot fail to he hene-
ficial, although the ,Ievelopclllcnt Illay he slo\\". 
-, This cmpirc," says Sir .J ohn l\Ialeohll, speakiug of 

that of Great Britain in India, " though raised hy 
the opcration of Illauy amI various causes, has been 

chiefly csta hiished, alll.lmust he cOllstantly maintained, 
hy the sword. But though we must continue to 
gOYCrll as conqnerors, it is our (luty to make Olll' 

rule a Lcuefit to mankiwl, aw1 to carry among 

those WhOUl \\"e have subllued the hlessings of poace, 

knowledge, and improvement in all the arts of civi-
lized lifo; awl at that stage ,,"hich our power in 
lllllia has attainod, wo shallprohahly find the accolll-
plishmont of such an ohject casier nllllmore conducive 

to OUI" authority tbn all the wars allll contests ill 
which a selfish and neutral policy can eve I" inv·olve 
our noighbours." He a,l<1s-" There woultl hardly 

appear to he a greatcr or more noble ohject for the 
exercise of human wisdom, or onc Illore worthy of all 
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eIlAl'. XX. tIle attention of" great state, than that of establish­
iIlg awl muintailling', through t]w action of its ill Au­
CIlCO aIHI power, ullion awl tranquillity oyor a COIl­

sidcrable portion of the glohe; awl of hrillging to 

!lations 'Y!10111 it fOllnd illro}yed ill cOlltinua} dis­
cord and \rar, the blessings of harmollY and peace." 

These were the yiews ;worred and aded upon by the 

Marquis "T ellesley. On the suspension of hostilities 
with Scintlia and the Hajah of Derm, he matle the 
fol1o\ring' obscl'yations in reply to a congratulatory 

address from the inhabitants of Calcutta :--" In the 
termination of hostilities my solicitude has becn 

directed to the important purpose of eOccting a 
general pacification of India on principles of reci­

procal justice and moderation. The porrer, reputa­
tion, amI ,Iignit)' of the British elllPire in India 
rrill derire additional secnrity aIHI lustre from the 
establishment of peace all(1 good order among the 
nntire states. In the tlecline of iutrinsic stren;th 

inferior states ilia)', perhaps, huyc guincll a tcmpo­
rary safety hy fomenting the lliscorll of contiguous 

PO\YCl's. In any extrelllity such a poliey is unwar­

rantable and disgraceful, nor can perlllanent repose 

Lc secnrell UpOll such precarious foundations in the 
actual condition of this empire. I am hapP!' to 
declare that the concord of tlte cstaLlisltctl native 

state,s, the indcpelldence of their separate authorities, 

the internal peace of their respectiyc dOlllillions, and 

tlte trallljnillity [(JIll happiness of their respectiYe 
on Ljeets, will tcnd to confirlll and to fortify the 
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power and reSOUI'ces of the British gOVCl'nnlcnt, and CHAP. XX. 

lllu~t constitute the most desirable objects of the 
l3l'iti~h policy in Illtha." 

\Vhilc the prccclling pages were passing' through 

the press, the hand of death rCllloycd beyond the 
reach of carth]y pl'ai:-,e 01' censure the grcat lllall 

\\"hose policy they arc designed to illustratc. IIc 
had smvived thc cycn!s in which he "'as the chiof 
actor so 101lg, that evell during his 1ife those eycuts 

conld be contelllpl:tted "'ith that calln sobriety of 
judgment whieh (listaIl<.'c ouly call ensure. He is lIOW 

llumbered with hi~ predecessors, and the voice of 

public gratitude, tardily aroused, but powerfully 

exertcd, f~l1iS upon an cal' llllCOllscious of its llttCI'­
fUlce. 

The judgment of the authOl' of this work upon 

the chief acb of thc Marr]uis IV cHesley's adlllilli~­
tmtioll has been so freely amI so freljuent]y ex­
pressoe] in the eomso of the narrativc, that it can 

scal'cc1y be nece:-;~:1l'y to elltcr at large illto allY 
further discussion of those acts; and had the life of 

the revered statesman bl'Pll Junger spared, the YO­

InDIC would have endce] with the \\,onb above e}llOte,] 

from himself. His dcath seoms to call I()I' a few 
remarks upon his character; nnLl though it i:;; a 

painful task to sit ill juclglllCnt upon a lllig-hty ~l'il'it 

\\'hich has Rcm'cely left its earthly tenement, the 

authol' docs not fccl justified in declining it. 
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The nnrimlle" hrillialll'Y of the ,\lar'llli5 Welles­

Icy's admilli:..;tl':ltioll hns perhaps tellilc'd to Ol)Selll'C 

tllC rarc 'illalities which 10'] to its Sllf'Cess. Thc first 

of' those qualities was his cxtraonliLlary f-agneity. 

1 [e saw the trill' positioll of the British goYc],]llllellt 

ill Illtlia-a yi."ioll "'itlthcl(l Hot Ollly fl'{JlIl lli~ pre­
dceessors, bllt from lii:-:; cOlltempornrics. It is COill­

mOil to say of the grL';lt milHb whose gellius stalld::-; 

()ut ill bold relief allliLl univcrsal tamencs:-" tbat they 

arc bcyow.1 tllcir age; and if eyer t hi.~ were true 

uf Iiying man, it is of the :\Iar'luis \V cllesley. IIis 

lIIillll was not leel captiyc hy words-it '''as 1I0t to 

he trnmmcllcd by conyentiolla[ ol'iniom. lIc nci­

ther gave crellencc to the l'l'eyailing cant of his 

time on the subject of I'l<lia, nor afleeted to giYC 

nodcllcc to it; ""'[ this leaus to the not icc of an­

otlier striking point of his character-the Illanly 

ho1,]ness "'ith which hc ayowe(1 and maintained 

opinions not 1ightly forlllc',1, and which he therefure 

felt ,,'ere not. lightly to bc abandoned. 

The vigour "'ith which he carried into action the 

great plans 'rhieh hj~ genius suggested i:; scarcely 

Ie" ],olllaIlahlc thall his sagacity. "'hellresohed 

to strike a blow at :lI:'so]'o, he was lllet. hy difli­

culties whiell ordinary lllillelS would hayc ,1l'elllcLl 
insuperable. Ill' ,lctcl'lnine,1 that they should he 

OYC'l"C01llC', and they "-Cl'l' overCOlllC'. The same 
(letcrll1illatioll of purpose-tIw ~allle llll:-;lll'illking 
l'nCl'gy, are lllflnifc~tc(l iH hi:; trall~nction::; with .Arent, 

with Oll,k with till' Peishwa. alll1 indeed in all the 

pri1l<:ipal acb of lIb gnH:l'llIHl.'llt. Like all trIll." 
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grcat mcn, he was lIot the :-:1nyf' of cirf'1I1llstallc('s- CHAP. xx. 

he lllfl.llc cil'('ul11stallccs promot.e his purposes. 

ElIlinent talents nrc a hlcssing' or a curse alike to 

their possessor alHl to the worl,l, arr'ording' to th,' 
nse 1II,vle of tl10m. Those of the i\Iarqnis \Vell"s­
ley "'crc inYariauly directed to the highest an,! hest 
ends-the promotion of pence, of the intcrcsts of 
the two countries with whirl! he WfiS conccrncll, 

\,ith one uy uirth and with both hy ofllee-alld to 
the happiness of mankind. lIe lai,! in India the 
foundations of peace alHl incl'cflsiEg prosperity, and 

if the supel'stl'ueilll'C wcrc not compktctl ill accol'41-

[UlCC "dth the original desigll, the crime rests 011 
the hea,!s of others. 

It is not less relllarkaulc than !:mdaulc that a mind 
so vigorous uDll detCl'111inc(1 ~llOlild. ill the cxercise 

of almost boundless power, have ueen kcpt in COll­

stant subjection to the dictates of justice. That he 
thns \,ithstood the telllptations of his position is a 
proof of the possession of moral strength propor­

tionell to his intellectual auility. 
To his <1isintcl'cstedllcSS it is perhaps less necessary 

to advert, as the sordid yiccs nrc rarely assnciated 
with gellius; but thc unhappy cxample of ~01l10 of 

his predecessors justifies Rome noticc of llis IHll'ity 

in this respect. They grasJled at wealth, with little 
regard to the mean:.; hy which it was 10 he nccpJil'cd, 

or to the impntations whieh tliey lIlip;lit incnr. !fe 
Oll one extraordinary occasioll r('coil(~(l from the ac­
ceptance of a Jal'ge Rlllll t(,llllrn'd to hi1ll unde}' 

eircUlllst::l1lCl':'; whieh would. to lll()~t mind...;, Imyl' 
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CIIAp. XX. "ppeal'e'] to jllstifY it, l'eeeipt, bllt which \rel'e not 

,--nch as ('Hold ~atisjy tlw :;;(')lsitiyc hOllolll' which 

on'l' governed billl. The killg, ill the exercise of 

Ili:'i l'l'rl'ogati\'c of di:-:posing of prize, klll ,lctcl'­

llIille/] to allot to tll(.~ gOVCI'IlOl'-gelll'ral a 11ll11cll'cll 

t1toll:-ialJel pCIIIl](ls frolll the fruits of the eflptlll'(> of 

SCl'illgal'atall1; lmt tl10 royal fa,Yonr "'as (leelill(~d, 

llCC:1nSC he for whose bellefit it was intended ,rollbl 

llot l'micl, himself at the eX)I""'c of the lmlye 

lllen ,,"hose 5\\"0)'(ls had won for Ids aIHI tlH~il' COUIl­

try so 11(1)le a conquest. 

The same delicac), which lerl hilll to decline his 

SOYl'l'eign's bOimty "-as mflllifl'~tl'(l aftel' his n:tlll'il 

to Englancl, in his steady refusal to accept officl" 

tII011';}' rCl'l'atc'dly prossed upon him, :-':0 long as the 

malignant dIal'gcs made against ltim wcrc SllS­

p"llrlcr1 nycl' hi, head. IIe lrcl,l that a Illall against 

,rllOm snch impntations wcrc aAoat ought not tn 

lmye place in hi, :\lajesty\ cOlll]('ik Whell they 

fell to the grolll1el, he I'c~ulily retllrncel to the sel'­

yi('c of his conntry. 

III (1c'scrilJing' the characters of great mCll, thc 

!-:I'cek of lllllllan infirmity) wllich is to he found ill 

all, should not he jl:lssed OYCI'. The :\Ial'fjuis IV d­

let'lcy was amlJitiollS; hut his nmhition Rong-ht grn­

tification not in mere personal aggrandizemPlIt, hut 

ill connecting his o"'n fumc with tlwt of the land 

to which he belongeel, and of the gOYl'l'llll1Cnt which 

ltc [ulministCl'cel; - ill thc diffusiol1 of SOllllel and 

liberal kllowlerlgp, an(l the extension of' the mealls 

of happincss amollg millioll." of mcn who knew 
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not his persoll, alld some of thc1I1 ~(·ftl'c('ly his CIIAl). xx. 

name. That name is, ho\\"cyel', :-;tullIpcfl for ("'cr 

011 thcir hi~tory. The British GoycrulIlcut in TllClia 

lllay pass away-its aurntioll, as far as human lllenns 

arc cOlleerncd, will (10PC1U1 on the dcgl'c() in whieh 

the polic)' of tho Marqni< \V cllc,lcy i, lllaintainor! 

or ahalldollerl-hnt whato\-cr its fate, or tho longth 

of its existcllce, the llUlile nlHl lllClIlOl'Y of the grC'at-

est s;t.atl'smfln by whom it was ever administered arc 

imperi,hahlc_ 

EX II OF VOLUJ\IE IT!. 

I'rintl'd by J. L. Cox'" "ONS, 7;'. Great 911(,('1) Strc('1, 
Lill{·o1n's.lml Fi('hls. 




