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the vietory failed of completeness from the same cause
which had so often produced similar results.  The
chief and his troops contended for priority in flight,
and all that was left to the English was to pursue
as fast and as far as the speed and strength of their
horses would altow.

Bappoogee Seindia, whose name will he recol-
feeted in connection with the unhappy retreat of
Colonel Monson, had now openly joined the enciny,
and his eavalry were stationed near Dollpore to
support the remains of IHolkar’s infantry, com-
manded by Hernaut Singh.  To dislodge this foree,
a detachment, composed of sixteen companies of
newly raised sepoys, a battalion of vegular infantry,
and a party of irregular hiorse, wag dispatehed from
Agra under the command of Captain Royle®  He
wmarched from Agra on the 26th of March; on the
31st he fell in with the cavalry of Bappoogee Sein-
dia and totally routed it. Om the 8th of April he
attacked the powerful foree under IHernant Singh,
consisting of between three and four thousaud meu,
mfantry and cavalry, and oceupying a strong position
under the fortified town of Adowlutnaghur, having
the town in its rear, aud its tront aud fanks covered
by deep ravines filled with troops.  Captain Royle
made lis dispositions for attack with equal spirit
and judgment.  The cnemy’s infantry kept up a
Leavy and well-directed fire. aided by three guns;
but Captain Royle’s party rvushing in with charged

* Dr. Forbes Royle, the distinguished naturalist, is a son of
this officer.
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bayonets, took possession of the guns and put the
whole body to flight. Captain Pollman, with the
irregular horse, pursned and killed great numbers of
the fugitives.  Besides the three guns, all the enemy’s
baggage was taken, more than twenty stand of
colours, and, in addition to a quantity of matchlocks
and pikes, o great number of muskets of European
manufucture.

On the day distinguished by this hritliant stroke
the army before Bhurtpore again changed its ground,
taking up nearly the same position which it had
previously occupied. This movement appears to
have given somc uncasiness to the Rajah, and pro-
bably aceclerated the conelusion of the treaty. On
the 10th of April preliminaries were agreed upon : on
the following day the third son of the Rajah arvived
in the British camp as a hostage ; and on the 17th 2
definitive treaty was signed, under which the fortress
of Deeg was to De restored by the British govern-
ment, when assured of the fidelity of the Rajah,
who pledged himself to aid that government against
its enemies, and never to hold any correspondence
or have any conncction with them, nor to entertaiu,
withont the sanection of the English, any European
i his service. Ile further agreed to pay twenty
lacs of rapees in compensation of the expenses of
the war, three of which were to be advanced im-
mediately; but the payment of the last instalnent
of five laes to be vemitted on proof of the Rajal'’s
continued attachment; and as a security for the
due excention of this part of the treaty, onc of the

VOL. 1T 21
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Rajal’s sons was to reside constantly with the eom-
manding officer of the British forees in the soubahs
of Delhi or Agra.

These terms were not dishonourable to the Bri-
tish: vet the precedent of submitting in patienee
to repulse and suffering negotiation to wait upon
defeat was a bad one. The British commander-in-
chict, however, was not gorry to be relieved on any
terms from the neecessity of making further attempts
against Blimrtpore. Not only was he discournged by
his reiterated failures, but he was apprehensive, and
Justly so, of the cffect which they might have upon
the hollow allies of the British government; and
more espeeially upon Secindia, whose conduct sinee
the conclusion of peace with him hiad never ceased
to be suspicions.  During the negotiations for the
treaty under which Seindia had agreed to receive a
British force for his proteetion, a vakeel from Holkar
had arrived in the camp of his brother ehief; and
e continued to veside there, not onlv after the
conclusion of the treaty, but after Holkar had placed
himself in a position of uneqnivocal hostility with
regard to the English governmment.,  On being ap-
prized of the intention of that government to reduce
the power of Iolkar, Secindia expressed himself
ready to assist, and he actually dispatched a force
under Bappoogee Scindia (already mentiouned), pro-
fessedly to eo-operate with the Dritish commander-
in-chicf; but he did not dismiss Holkar's vakeel.
His dismissal was at length formally demanded hy
the Dritish resident; who, at the same time, sub-
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mitted a plan formed by General Wellesley, which
contained various suggestions for the eflective co-
operation of Seindia in the hostile proceedings which
were about to take place. By this plan it wag pro-
posed that Seindia should send an officer to join
the army under Colonel Murray, for the purpose of
sceuring the application of the resources of that
chicftain’s territories to the exigencies of the British
force,' and of taking charge of such portions of
Holkar’s possessions in Malwa as Colonel Murray
might subdue and think proper to entrust to that
officer’s care; that Seindia should provide at Ou-
Jein battering guns for the nse of Colonel Murray,
and that he should employ his horse without delay
in redueing the principal possessions of Holkar.
Seindia, in reply, promised to seud an officer to the
camp of Colonel Muray as desived; but he took
various oljections to other parts of the proposed
plan.  He alleged that, from acting upen it, danger
would arise to his own possessions, and that e had
no ordnance of the deseription required to be pro-
vided at Oujein; but it was added, that if the
guns taken from lLim in the late war by the British
army were restored, they should be applied in aid
of the operations of Colonel Murray’s foree. Hol-
kar’s vakeel, it was represented, was on bad terms
with his master, and transacted no business for him ;
his eontinued residence in Seindia’s eamyp was there-
fore justified, on the ground that lis knowledge of
Holkar’s affairs anight be made useful.  These re-
presentations were followed by the expression of an
212

CIJAP. XX,



CITAP. XX,

434 MSTORY OF THE

expectation that, as the governor-general had de-
clared an intention of assigning to Seindia a portion
of the territory which might be taken from Holkar,
Le would restore to Scindia the forts of Gobud and
Gwalior, and further miake compensation to him for
the loss sustained by the temporary alienation of
that portion of liis possessions.

The Tast demand was a renewal of a elaim which
had been previously discnssed, and, as was helieved
on the part of the Dritish authorities, set at rest.
The British government had aequired the right of
disposing of the countries in question under the
treaties concluded with Ambajee Inglia and the
Rana of Gohud, between whom a division of teri-
tory had been made, Gwalior falling to the lot of
the latter party, by whom it was surrendercd to the
Iinghish.  Ambajee Inglia soon abandoned his Iing-
lish alliance, and resumed his allegiance to Lis for-
mer master. But the English government continued
to maintain their engagements with the Rana of
Gobud, and their own right to keep possession of
Gwalior.  In opposition to their determination on
these points, Scindia’s diplomatists appear to have
urged that the territories in question formed part
of the actual possessions of their chicf, and had not
been dircetly alienated by the treaty; that the Rana of
Gohud had for many years possessed no pretensions
to the title of a sovereign prince; that neither that
personage nor Ambnjee Inglin came under the de-
seription of “rajahs and others,” with whom trea-
ties were to be eoufirmed, under the ninth article
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of the treaty with Scindia;* and that Seindia’s
ninisters had understood, in the progress of the
negotiations, that the fort of Gwalior and the coun-
try of Gohud were to be retained by Seindia.  The
first of these allegations was true: the territories of
the Rana of Golud were not directly ceded by the
treaty; but the right of the Rana was indirectly
acknowledged in the second article, in which cer-
tain cessions are deseribed as lying to the north-
ward of the territories of the Rana of Golud; and
again in the ninth, which engages for the confirina-
tion of certain treaties made by the English, pro-
vided they did not interfere with Scindia’s claims
to the southward of the territories of the Rana of
Gohud. The denial of the right of that prince to
the rank of a sovercign was to be met by reference
to the fact that he was the representative of a house
whose right to rale was far older than that of Scindia,
by whom it had been dispossessed. Scindia’s claim

* The article ran thus :— Certain treatics have been made by
the British government with rajahs and others, heretofore feuda-
tories of the Maharajah Ali Jah Dowlat Rao Secindia. These
treaties are to be confirmed, and the Maharajah hereby renounces
all claims upon the persons with whom such treatics have been
made, and deelares them to be independent of his goverument and
authority, provided that none of the tcrritories belonging to the
Maharajah situated to the southward of thase of the Rajahs of
Jeypore and Joudpore and the Rana of Gohud, of which the
revenues have been collected by Lim or his aumildars, or lave
been applicable, as surinjaumy, to the payment of his troops, are
granted away by such treaties.  Lists of the persons with whoin
such treaties have been made will be given to the Mabarajah

IDowlut Rao Secindia when this treaty shall be ratified by his
excellency the governor-general,”
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chab. XX, apon Golind was that of a congueror; that of the
~ Lnglish to disposc of the country was the same.
The Rana, in addition to the right which he derived
from the English, had that of ancient pessession.
It is remarkable, too, that while Scindia was deny-
ing that there was any Rana of Goliud, the treaty of
peace which he had ratified should contain in two
of its articles reference by name to this prince, and
to his terrvitorial posscssions. It has been said that
the right of the British government to disposc of
Gohud was the right of a conqueror, and virtually
this was the fact. It is true that it was occupied
under an arrangement made with Ambajee Inglia;
but foree would eotherwise have been employcd—
indeed the employment of some degree of foree was
at last necessary—and it would be as absurd to
deny the right of the Dritish government to occupy
the country, becanse that right was ebtained by
treaty, as to question the right of a belligerent
power to occupy a fortress, beeaunse, when about to
be subjected to storm, the garrison surrendered
upon terms. It was a condition of the transfer of
the country, that Ambajee Inglia should obtain
part of it—a condition very discreditable to himself
as a servant of Seindizy but perfectly in accordance
with the general eharvacter of the man.  Ambajee
[nglia in the sequel traitorously deserted the ling-
lish, us he had before deserted Scindia.  Could this
sceond treachery invalidate his previons acts, or
destroy the rights which othiers had obtained under
them 7 1le might forego the advantages which he
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had to expeet from British protection, but he could
not thus deprive others of the benefits which they
had derived under a treaty to which he was a party.
The final disposition of conquered countries, indeed,
must int ordinary cases be dependent on the arrange-
ments made at the couclusion of the war; but had
the English government been disposed to restore
Gohud to Scindia, they could not have done it
without a breach of faith—they had parted with
the power by reinstating the Rana in the authority
to which he was justly entitled. The treaty with
the Rana of Gohud was not signed till after the
conclusion of the treaty with Secindia; but the
English could not with honour have pleaded a point
so purely formal in excuse of the violation of their
engagements. Gwalior might liave been restored,
as it was resigned to the British government; but
if the right of the Rana of Gohud be admitted,
there was no obligation to restore it, as it unques-
tionably formed part of the original possessions of
his family, and was by him relinquished to the power
to which he owed the re-establishment of his rights.
Had it been practicable, the treaty with Seindia
ought to have provided in distinct terms for the
quiet possession by the Rana of Gohud of his
dominions, and for the validity of all acts conse-
quent, upon his restoration, including the cession of
Gwalior to the English government; but when the
treaty was concluded, the negotiators were ignorant
of the intentions of the governor-general, and from
this causc the question was left undecided.  The
double reference. however, to the Rana of Gohud

CHAP. XX
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CiAP, XX, amounted to a suflicient recognition of his rights,
~ and left Seindia without any claim upon the British
government with regard to Gohud, exeept as a
matter of favour. TIn this view of the question
the DBritish government could do nothing, being
bound by their engagements with the Rana.  The
objection that Awbgjee Inglia and the Rana of
Gohud were not of the deseription of persons re-
ferred to in the ninth artiele, as rajahs and others
heretofore feudatorics of Seindia, was of no im-
portance as to the Rana of Gohud, in the face of
the recognition of his rights in other parts of the
treaty; and as to Ambajee Inglia, the Dritish go-
vernmment had no longer any interest in the question
whether the treaty with him were good or bad.
The vision of Malratta diplomatists is too acute
to admit the supposition that the full effeet of the
passages in the treaty referring to the Rana of Gobud
was unpereeived by them; and if the Rana had no
territory, nor the right to any—f he were to be re-
garded, as was now contended, mcrely as a private
individual, with what objeet was his name intro-
duced into the treaty, or what was to be understood
by his territories? It appears that General Wel-
lesley, who negotiated the treaty on the part of the
British governmment, was not aware that the state of
Gohnd had been overrun by Scindia, that he regarded
Gohud as a state actually existing, and not as one to
be restored * hut Seindia’s servants possessed a full
knowledge of the actual state of affairs—with this

* Letter of General Wellesley to Major Malcolm, 17th August,
1804, in Wellington Despatehes,
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knowledge they signed atreatyrecognizing the Ranaof cnar. xx.

Golhud, and with equal knowledge Scindia ratified it.
As to any hopes that might have been held ont in the
course of the negotiation, that Gohud and Gwalior
would be left in Sciudia’s possession, it might be
sufficient to remark that these hopes, if they existed,
originated with the Mahratta diplomatists—that
they were not enconraged by General Wellesley, who
was too cantious o negotiator to excite expectations
which arrangements beyond his control might render
vain.  On the contrary, he warned them of the
possible consequences of delay in allowing time for
forming engagements which might be detrimental
to the interests of their master, but to which, when
formed, the Dritish government would be bound to
adhere; and he refused to insert in the treaty any
thing that might tend to defeat the effect of any
such engagements.f The claim of Seindia was met
on the part of the DBritish government by a variety
of arguments which it would be tedious to quote;
the above may perhaps be sufficient to lead to a
Just conclusion upon its merits.

The rencwal of Scindia’s claim to the restitution

1 General Wellesley, who appears to have thought that Gwa-
Lor ought to be restored to Seindia, expressed some regret that
the point had not been clearly explained before the treaty was
signed. (Letter to Major Malcolm, 22nd May, 1804, in Welling-
ton Despatches.) But the state of lus information sufficiently
cxcuses the want of greater precaution, while it is certain that
the highest degres of exactness would be Insufficient to preclude
a Mahratta from the exercise of his old and much-loved privilege
of chicane.
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of Gohud and Gwalior, together with tlie objections
made to the course pointed out by the Dritish
authorities for the conduet of the war, gave rise to
considerable discussion boetween Scindia’s ministers
and the Dritish resident. At length, however, all
points of dispute appearcd to be amicably adjusted.
Seindin engaged to lend all the aid in his power
towards prosecuting with vigour the war against
Holkar, to dismiss that chieftain’s vakeel, to re-
nounce all pretensions to Gohud and Gwalior, and
to confirm the treatics referred to in the ninth article
of that between the DBritish government and him-
seif.  But he made heavy complaints of peeuniary
distress, and represented an advance from his British
ally as necessary to enable him to carry his good inten-
tions into effeet.  While Dowlut RaoSeindia was thus
professing friendship for the English, and soliciting
pecuniary assistanee from them, Bappoogee Scindia
had employed himself in desolating the territories
of Bhoondi, from which Colonel Menson drew part
of his supplies, had scized eighty eamels belonging
to that officer’s army, and had stopped the transit
of the DBritish post.

Notwithstanding these suspicious indieations, aud
others of o similar character in Malwa, of which
Colonel Murray complained, the resident at Scindia’s
camp was authorized to afford him peeuniary assist-
ance, provided some reasonable security could be
obtained that the object for which the advanee was
nade would be efleeted.  With this view, it was
suggested that the chief should himself assume the
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command of the army under Bappoogee Scindia, and
that he should proceed from Borhampore, wliere his
camp then was, to his capital, Oujein. These sug-
gestions drew from Scindia’s ministers a deelaration,
that to their adoption two conditions were indis-
pensable: the first might readily have been ex-
pected—it was, that the resident should supply
funds to defray the expense of Scindia’s march to
his capital.  The sccond could searcely have been
anticipated, even by those Dbest acquainted with
Mahratta modesty, and best qualified to judge of its
extent—it was, that in the event of a junetion of
Scindia’s army with a British force, the Mahratta
leader should exercise command over both. The
resident replied, that whenever Seindia might be
desirous of having the disposal of a British foree lie
might apply for the sobsidiary forece, in conformity
with the provisions of the treaty of dcfensive alli-
ance; but that the propoesal to subjeet a British
wrmy to his command, or to that of his officers, was
utterly inadmissible.  The application for funds to
undertake the march to the ecapital was answered
by intimating that the Dritish government had pre-
viously manifested a disposition to relieve Scindia’s
immediate exigencies, though it could not undertake
to provide for the permanent disbursements of the
state. The amount of the pecuniary assistance to
be afiorded, the conditions on which it was to be
given, and the period to be appointed for repay-
ment, continned for a lengthened period to furnish
grounds for discussion, which wus conducted by

CHAP. XX,
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Scindia’s servants in a manner which did not dis-
eredit the established character of Mahratta diplo-
maey.  In addition to these topics, the mode in
which Scindia was to co-operate with the Inglish
was debated ; and among other plans submitted for
the constderation of the Dritish resident was one,
Ly which Scindia was to tuke the field in person,
with a large body of lrorse and a proportion of in-
fantry and artillery, at a monthly expense of ahout
a quarter of a million sterling.  Together with this
plan, three others less costly were suggested ; but on
the resident inquiring by what means the expense
of any of them was to be provided for, he was given
to nnderstand that Scindia relied in this respeet on
the British government. This renewed the inter-
minable discussion which had already consumed so
much time, and which continued to occupy the
resident and the Maliratta ministers till the arrival
in camp of a personage whose presence aungured ill
for the British cause. This was Scindia’s father-in-
law, Shirzeec Roa Ghatgay by name, a man profli-
gate, intrigning, rapacious, and eruel, beyond even
the ordinary measure of Maliratta profligacy, intrigue,
rapacity, and cruelty, and not more distinguished by
his pre-eminence in all the evil propensities which de-
form the Mahratta character, than by his inveterate
hatred of the English. He had been appointed,
under extraordinary circumstances, Scindia’s dewau.
The appointment originated in the following manner.
Before the marriage of Seindia with the danghter of
Shirzee Rao, a compact had been made between the
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latter personage and the Peishwa, by virtue of whiel,
in congideration of equivalent services, the Peishwa,
authorized Shirzee Rao to make a promise on his part
to Scindia of two erores of rupees—he also engaged
to procure Shirzee Rao to be appointed Scindia’s de-
wan. The expenses of Seindia’s marriage exhausted
his treasury, and he was left without the means of
providing fortlLe charges of his military establishment.
In this emergency he pressed the Peishwa for pay-
ment of the two erores of rupees which had been
promised. The prince declared himself unable to
raise them ; hut suggested that Shirzee Rao should
be nominated Seindia’s dewan, and in this character
levy for the amount upon the rich inhabitants of
Poona. The plan was adopted, and Seindia’s tren-
sury replenished by the perpetration of o series of
atrocitics rarelyequalled even in countries where such
modes of obtaining money are in ordinary practice.
All who possessed wealth, or were supposed to pos-
sess it, were subjeeted to the most frightful tortures,
under the inflietion of which some died.  Captain
Duft) after detailing the circumstances of the ap-
pointment, says, “ Such werc the secret means by
which Shirzee Rao Ghatgay became minister to his
son-in-law, and Dby which Dajee Rao Rugonath tet
loose upon his subjects the violence and extortion
of a monster whose name will be remembered, while
Poona exists, with horror and exeeration.”™  The
conrse of the dewan was worthy of its commence-
ment ; but at length he fell under the displeasure of

* History of the Mahrattas, vol. iii,
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Seindia, and was not only dismissed from his em-
plovment, but arrested, and for o time subjected
to imprisonment.  When sct at liberty, he com-
menced a new carcer of intrigue and erime. In
releasing Shirzee Rao, Seindia had been  influ-
enced by the advice of a minister named Balloba
Tattyha; aud the first use which Shirzee IRao made
of his freedom was to compass the destruction of
lLis henefactor, together with his adherents.  Bal-
loba was at his instigation thrown into prison, where
a natural death released him from further persccu-
tion; but his relatives and associates felt the full
force of Shirzee’s vengeance. For one of them
Shirzee invented a new mode of excention: a num-
her of rockets were fastened on him, which Deing
fired, carried the wretched man onward, mangling
his body in o horrible manner, to the amusement
of the brutal contriver of this new mode of fright-
ful punishment. When Secindia departed to the
northward, Shirzee Rao remained in the Decean to
manage the chieftain’s aftairs in that quarter. Left
there ostensibly to suppress the troubles and dis-
orders which prevailed, his presence tended hut
to inerease them. After pursuing his voeation of
plunder to the southward, he repaired with a small
party to Poona, where he beeame importunate in
his demands for money, and sat in dhurna® at the
door of the Peishwa’s favourite minister. This ex-
periment had nearly cost him his liberty, if not his
life. The minister, under pretence of giving him

* For an account of this ceremony, see vol. i. page 331.
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bills on eertain bankers, invited him into the house,
reccived him there with extraordinary courtesy, and
after a due interchange of eivilitics, rose appa-
rently to feteh the promised bills, TDut the favour
which he intended to bestow was of a different
kind. His departure was to be the signal for
seizing and perhaps murdering his unwelcome visi-
tor. Shirzee Rao, cither apprized of the inteu-
tion, or, which is moare probable, suspecting it
from some indication on the part of his host, drew
his sword, sprung at the throat of the minister,
and in this manner dragged him into the street,
where vaulting upon lis horse, he with his party
made the best of their way to the army which he
commanded ; the whole of which he forthwith
brought to Poona, resolving to plunder and bum
the city. The interference of the Dritish resident
became necessary to prevent mischief; and it was
only Seindia’s want of the services of this turbulent
and audacious man in another place which relieved
the Petshwa from the fear and danger resulting from
his proximity.® This was the man who now ap-
peared at Scindix’s durbar to inflamne the ill feel-
ing alrcady prevailing therein against the English.
His influenee over Seindia appeared to be as great
as it had ever been, and he was admitted to fre-
quent sceret conferences. Ilis character and feel-
ings were too well known to Jeave any doubt of the
use made of these opportunities.  Iad his views
required illustration, it would have been found in

* Duft’s History of the Mahrattas, vol. iii.
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the fact that he was visited by Tolkar's vakeel,
whom he received with marks of distinetion.  The
arrival of Shirzee IRlao, the attention which he
securcd, and the continued presence of IHolkar's
vakeel, ealled forth fresh remonstranees from the
Dritish resident, whieh were met by fresh assurances
of good fuith and good disposition towards the Ting-
lish. In the meantinie Bappoogee Scindia, with his
army, had fallen oft' to the enemy. This defection
being brought to the notice of Scindia’s minister,
he, with that impudent reliance upon European cre-
dulity whieh Mahratta negotiators so often manifest,
and for the indulgenee of which, it must he ad-
mitted, Luropean diplomatists have not unfrequently
afforded ample encouragement, stated the substance
of some letters, or pretended letters, from Bappoogee
Seindia, representing his submission to Holkar as a
measure of necessity, but cxpressing his resolution
to return immediately to his duty. This was some-
what more than the resident was prepared to eredit ;
andl after expressing some surprise at his want of
faith, Scindia’s ministers promised inquiry and ex-
planation. Not long afterwards, Bappoo Wittul, the
minister who was believed the best afteeted to a Bri-
tish alliance, was attacked by discase, which terini-
nated in his death.  ITis illness transferred Scindia
cntirely into the hands of Shirzee Rao, whose in-
trigning spirit found fit occupation in moulding the -
mind of his weak, vacillating son-in-law to his will.
Scindia now marched from Borhampore. He was
attended, not ounly by his ministers and servants,
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but also by Iolkar’s vakeel. This was one indiea-
tion of his feeling towards his British ally,  He did
not march direet to Oujein, as sugeested by the
British resident, and as the state of afthirs imperi-

ously required —and this was another. Tt was

officially intimated to the resident that Scindia
would proceed ju the first instance to Jellode, a
place within his own dominions, and there scttle
the future direction of his march.  On the morning
of the day, however, fixed on for the commencement
of the marel, and after both Scindia and the resident
were actually in motion, the former, without any
announcement of his intention, suddenly changed
his eourse, and procceded in the direction of Bho-
pal.  Bhopal was at this time an objeet of some
interest.  The fort and tewritory of Hosheingabad,
belonging to the Nuboh of Bhopal, had long been
coveted by the Rajah of Berar, who ultimately
attained his objeet by corrupting the persons in
charge of the fort.  When the Rajal of Berar was
engaged in hostilities with the British govermmnent,
the Nabob of Bhopal took advantage of the eireum-
stance to endeavour to regain Hosheingabad, and
he succceded. It had been rumonved that Scindia,
in consideration of a sum of money to he paid by
the Rajal of Berar, was to assist thot chief with a
military foree, to be employed in reducing oshein-
gabad onee more under his anthority; and in con-
sequence, the Nabob of Bhopal Lad made applieation
to thie British resident with Scindia to he placed
mnder the protection of the DBritish governent.
VOL. 111 2K
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He had some claim, on the ground of former ser-
vices, to the protection which he sought, his prede-
cessor in the government having some yeurs before
rendered valuable service to a British foree nnder
General Goddard, when that commander was sur-
rounded by hostility and perfidy.* The overture,
however, was met by general expressions of conr-
tesy, accompanied by a statement that the policy of
the Dritish government precluded its interposition
to influence the results of any contest hetween states
with which it was at amity.

Serious illness had prevented the British resident
from keeping up with the march of Seindia, and he
did not overtake him until he had arrived within
the territories of Bhopal, where his troops were
employed under Shirzee Rao in attacking a small
fortified village named Cheonce.  Imuncdiately on
reaching the camp, the British representative dis-
patched Mr. Jenkins, the secretary to the vesideney,t
to remonstrate.  That gentleman accordingly re-
paived to the durbar, and after adverting to the
existing state of facts, proceeded to point out the
inconsisteney of Seindia’s conduet with the obliga-
tions of the defensive alliance.  Tle represented
that, although Seindia, in reply to the British resi-
dent’s repeated applications, had declared that he
was unable to march unless pecuniary aid were

* On the march of General Goddard from Bengal to Bombay,
during the Alahratta war under Hastings.

+ Now Sir Richard Jenkins, G.C. B., and a director of the
East-Tndia Company.
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afforded by the British government, he had marched,
notwithstanding he had received no such aid, and
to a distance whiel, in the direetion recommended
by the resident, wonld have enabled him to form a
Junction with the British force wnder Colonel Mur-
ray; that the Iate movement of Scindia’s army was
uncennected with any single object of the contest
with Holkar; that it was directed to the injury of a
state which maintained velations of peace both with
Seindia and the British government, and was thus a
violation of the prineciples of the defensive allianee,
which were opposed to aggressive war and the spirit
of conguest ; and that the attaci upon Bhopal was
at varianee with the provisions of the subsidiary
treaty, which treaty, on the other hand, was again
violated by the withdrawal of Scindia’s forces from
the war with Holkar, and the employment of themn
on objects inn which the allied powers had no just in-
terest, and in a manner calculated to increase the
numher of their cnemies.

After many attempts to cvade discussion alto-
ecther, Scindia made an effort to justify his con-
duct. He still maintained that he was destitute of
the means of co-operating efficiently with the Dritish
force; arguing that as Ilolkar’s force consisted prin-
cipatly of cavalry, thirty thonsand horse wonld he
necessavy to oppose him, and that Colonel Murray
had no horse.  Iiis mareh to Dhopal Scindia justi-
fied by alleging that the NaboDl was his fributary—
that the step which he had taken encouraged oflicers
to join him who would otherwise have heen deterred

92
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ciar. XX, by the want of peeuniary resources, and that so far
T from lis marelr being, as the Dritish functionary
alleged, nueonneeted with the ohjects of the war, it
was nndertaken with especial reference to themn s
Seindia’s design being, as e stated, to levy contri-
Dbutions on the Naboh of Bliopal, for the purpose
of placing liis army in a condition to act against the
enemy,  On part of this explanation the DBritish
resident, Mr. Webbe, in a communication to his
government, remarked-—< The Naboly of Bhopal is
not a tributary to Seindia, so considered, althouglh
it is true that lie has been subjeeted to sueh ex-
actions as the superior force of Seindia has occa-
sionally rendered it convenient for him to enforce ;
but the trne objeet of Scindia’s march to this place
was founded on a plan concerted hetween him and
the Rajah of Nagpore,® for the purpose of assisting
Ruggojee Bhonslat in wresting the fort and terri-
tory of Hoslicingabal from the Nabob of Bhopal.”
The designs of the Rajalv of Berar, with respeet to
Ilosheingabad, have heen alveady mentioned ; it was
believed that his views extended further thau the
recovery of the fort and territory known by that name.
There was some reason to apprehend that he medi-
tated the resumption, by foree of armns, of the ter-
ritory whicli had Dheen surrendered by the treaty so
Iately concluded by liim with the British govermment.
The existence of such views was attested by a series
of correspondence whieh fell into the hands of the
British resident ot Nagpore: and was further cor-

* "I'he Rajah of Berar. 1 Rajah of Berar.
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roborated by the efforts made Dby the Rajah to raise
funds, and by the extraovdinary activity which ap-
peared to pervade the various departments of lhis
government. Ior some time previously to these dis-
coveries, it had heen observed that no cordial feelings
of friendship existed on the part of the Rajah towards
the British govermment. That government felt bound
to adhere to certain engagements made with parties
previously dependents upon the Rajah of Berar, and
to continue to extend to them its protection, al-
though in some instances the date of the treaties
was subsequent to that of the peace with their
former chief.  Reparation was offered to the Rajah;
but though he sullenly aceepted the list tendered to
Liim of his alicnated dependents, he refused to aceept
of the reparation, or to enter into any additional
engagements, though attended with advantage to
himself.  The Rajab, indeed, eventually expressed
himself satisfied that the Dritish government had
acted corrcctly; but it was evident that he had
expericneed a degree of disappointment which must
long preclude any implicit reliance on his friend-
ship. At length a military force was put in motion,
which marched nearly five miles from Nagpore, in
the direction of Hosheingabad ; while military pre-
parations were in progress in Ruttenpore, for the
alleged purpose of reducing some refractory zemiu-
dars, but the extent of which scemed digpropor-
tioned to the object.  In other quarters similar pre-
parations were made under simitar pretences.  In

the wmeantime a very suspicious corvespondence was
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cartied on hetween the Rajah of Berar and Anicer
Khan.  According to the Rajal’s ministers, the ob-
Jeets of the Tatter were to deter the Rajah from pro-
cecding against the Nabob of Bhopal, and to obtain
a sum of money. The Dritish resident was of
opinion that his purpose was to prevail on the Rajah
to join in a combination against the English, The
intercourse of mative prinees is surrounded with
so much mystery, that it is almost always difti-
cult to ascertain its precise object.  There was un-
doubtedly sufticient cause for the distrust felt by the
British authorities in this case, but the course of
cirenmstances seemed to countenance the statement
of the Rajah, as Ameer Khan actually invaded his
territories and committed varions excesses.

While the intentions of the Rajali of Berar were
thus doubtful, the state of aftairs at Scindia’s camp
continued to indicate the hostile feelings of that
chieftain.  The DBritish resident, Mr. Webbe, died
soon after the advance from Borhampore.  Colonel
Close was iustrueted to procced from Poona, to
assume the charge vacated by the death of Mr.
Webbe, the duties of whielh were in the interval
performed by Mr. Jenkins.®  Seindia, leaving Ilos-
heingabad in his rear, had now advanced into the
territories of the Rajah of Berar, and Mr. Jenkins

* It appears probable that, but for his youth and position in
the service, Mr. Jenkins would have been appainted to succeed
Mr. Webbe.  His brilliant career in the College of Fort William
had been followed by the display of a degree of aptitude fur public

business which, but, for the circumstances above referred to, would
have well justified the appointment.
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felt bound to demand an explanation of this move- €laP. XX,

ment, as well as of the intercourse kunown to have
taken place between Scindia and the Rajah.  After
various expedients for procrastination, Scindia ap-
pointed a day to reccive the acting resident, when,
in answer to the latter point of inquiry, he declared
that the Rajah of Berar had applied to him to assist
him in recovering Hosheingabad and another for-
tress from the Nabob of Bhopal, but that he had
not answered the application, aud did not intend to
interfere in the prosecution of an object in which he
had no interest. To the former inquiry, and to
others, as to the fact of his having ordered his troops
in Malwa to quit that possession and join the army
under his personal comnnand, as to his haviug re-
quired his Pindarries also to join him, and as to the
destination of his mareh, he answered that he had
chosen the ronte which he was pursuing beeause of
the scareity of grain in the direet route to Oujein ;
that he was marching through the territories of the
Rajal of Berar, for the purpose of crossing the Ner-
budda at a ford which wonld enable him to proceed
to Saugur, and that he had withdrawn his troops from
Malwa for the purpose of assembling his army in 2
plentiful country. Ilaving given this explination
of s conduet, Scindia concluded, as usual with
Mahratta princes uuder such circumstances, hy
assurances of his {aithful adherence to the obliga-
tion of his engagements with the British govern-
nment.

About the time when these explanations  anld
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these assturances werve afforded, the British agent in
Jundlecund intereepted o letter addressed by Am-
hajee Inglin to a petty rajali dependent on the
Peishwa, stating that Scindin and the Rajah of DBerar
il combined against the DBritish power; that the
former with his army was on his marel to join Ameer
Khan; that when the junction should he effeeted,
Scindia was to direet his course towards Calpee, on
the Jummng, while the Rajal of Berar should invade
Bengal: and that Ambajee had dispatehed a foree
into the territory of the Rana of Gohud for the purpose
of recovering possession of it.  The immediate ohject
of the letter was to induce the perzon to whom it was
addressed to unite his force with the troops sent by
Ambajee into Gohud.  Te was soon ascertained that
one portion at least of the intellivence transmitted
by Ambajee was true. A considerable body of
troops belonging to that personage had actually
invaded Gohud, and laid siege to a fort at a short
distance from Gwalior.  This was followed by the
attack aud defeat of a body of the Ranaof Goehud’s
troops.  Thus was furnished new ground of re-
utonstrance with Seindia, and the acting resident
at his camp reccived instruetions adapted to the
oeeasion,

Before their arrival, Scindia, who had been pur-
suing his march along the north bank of the Ner-
buddya, intimated that he lheld from the Peisliwa
a1 unliquidated assignment apon Saugur, and ex-
pressed an intention of realizing the amount.  Mr.
Jeukine strenuously opposed the execntion of this
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projeet, which he declared wounld be regarded as an
act of hostility against the Peishwa. He demanded
that the design should be abandoned, and that
Seindia’s profligate minister, Shirzee Rao, should be
dismissed ; and, on failure of compliance with these
demands, intimated that his departure from Scindia’s
camp would beeome necessary.  Scindia affeeted to
comply in both instances; hut Shirzee Rao was not
dismissed, and his master continued to march to-
wards the town of Sawgur. The depredations com-
mitted by Seindia’s troops in the country bearing
that name again cafled forth remonstrance from Mr.
Jenking, and a rencwal of his demand for permission
to depart. In consequence he received a visit from
a servant of Scindia, who alleged, in extenuation of
the offensive conduct of his chief, that disappoint-
ment at not receiving the peeuniary aid expeeted
from the English had led him to Saugur. Mr.Jenkins,
in reply, insisted on the point previously nrged, that
the plunder of the country by Scindia’s Pindarries
constituted an act of direct hostility against an ally
of the British government; and reecapitulated the
gronnds of his repeated remonstrances, shewing
that, instead of going to Oujein, as was neecessury
tor the benefit of the eaunse of the allies, Seindia
had sacrificed the interests of that cause by proceed-
ing in an opposite dircetion; and that, although the
want of funds for the pay of his troops was the
constant subject of complaint, the numbers of his
troops continued to be augmented. The acting resi-
dent coneluded his representation by promising that,

CHAD. XX,
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it Seindia wonld immediately proceed in the dirce-
tion of Oujein, and would in other respects regulate
his conduct according to his professions, he would
continue to attend his court.  The meeting at
which the above communication was wmade took
place on the 1st of January, 1805. On the 6th
Scindia advanced to Saugnur, where he was joined
Ly nine hattalions of his infantry and sixty-five guns.
Irom the 7th to the 9th the army of Scindia was
emploved in investing the fort of Saugur, for the
purpose of realizing the amount of his pretended
claim; and in consequence he was informed that the
Dritish representative would march on the follow-
ing morning, and required passports.  To this inti-
mation and demand it was answered that an agent
from Scindia should wait upon the resident, and
that all points should Dbe satisfactorily arranged.
But the resident having repeated his applieation,
the conciliatory tone was exchanged for that of
arrogance and defiance. It was signified that Am-
bajee Inglin was expeeted to arrive in the space of
cight days, and that on his amival it would he
determined whether Scindia should go to Oujein
or the Dritish representative receive his dismission.
This message resembled a former communication
from Scindia to a British agent, that the result of
an approaching interview would decide whether it
should he peace or war; and evinced that the lesson
which Scindia had received had not sufliced to
eradicate the arrogance which had then led him to
defy the power of the English government. On
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recejving it, Mr. Jenkins immediately struck his
tents and prepared for departure.  Scindia then
thought that he had gone too far, and represen-
tations were made to the resident which induced
lim to postponc his march. Ile was solemmnly as-
sured that on the 16th Scindia would march for
Oujein, and would thenceforward act in cvery re-
spect i accordance with the advice of the Dritish
functionaries. The delay of six days was required
in cousequence of the death of a member of the
chicftain’s family; and the consent of the acting
vesident was secured by information eonveyed to
him to the effect that the arrival of Ambajee
would probably lead to the expulsion of Shirzee
Rao.  Mr. Jenking was not then aware of the in-
vasion of Gohud by Ambajee; and according to
general opinion, that personage was adverse to the
renewal of hostilities with the British government.
On the evening preceding the day on which the
mareh, in conformity with the last arvrangement,
was to commence, Scindia applied for a further
delay of two days, accompanying the application
with a solemn promise of then proscenting the
march to Oujein without a halt. With some relue-
tanee the resident assented; and on the 18th of
January the chief actually commenced his march.
It was observable, however, that only a small part
of his army accompanied him; the larger portion,
with the guns, continued to occupy their position
in the vieinity of Saugur.  Not less observable was
the care which his highness manilested for those of
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his troops who were put in motion.  Their spirits
were not broken nor their efliciency impaired by a
march of harassing length.  They received orders
to pitch their tents at the end of three miles; and
the resident wag informed that it was the intention
of the single-minded Mahratta chief to halt on the
spot for four days. The Dritish officer had recourse
to a duty which repetition must have rendered
fmnilar. e remonstrated ; and was answered that,
in conformity with the pledge that had heen given,
Scindia had marched at the time speeified; but
that, within thirteen days after the death of a mem-
ber of his family, it was inconsistent with established
custom to quit the spot where the calamity had
taken place. lle declared, however, that at the
end of the four days which remained to complete
the required period of monrning he would positively
proecced to Oujein.  What degree of eredit the
Dritish resident gave to this promise may readily be
conceived ; but not being desirous to preeipitate
war, he acquieseed in the proposed arrangement.
Before the expiration of the period of halting
Mr. Jenkins Leeame officially acquainted with the
incursion of Ambajee Inghia into Gohud.  He there-
upon, in conformity with instructions from the go-
vernor-general, addressed a memorial to Seindia,
setting forth the fact of the hostile ineursion, with
a copy of Ambajec’s letter to the Paishwa’s tribu-
tary; calling for proof that Ambajec’s assertion
that Scindia, the Rajali of Berar, Ameer Khan, and

himsetf were combined against the British goveru-
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ment was unfounded, and that Scindia had o
concern i1 the proccedings of Ambajec; and de-
manding the immediate issue of an order dirceting
that person to withdraw his troops from Gohnud, to-
gether with a formal declaration of Seindia’s entire
conciirrence in the measures that might he necessary
for his punishment. The memorial, which was accom-
panied by a verbal message suggesting the imme-
diate transmission of proper communications to the
governov-general and to Ambajee, not producing
any satisfactory result, strong remonstrance fol-
lowed, accompanied by an intimation that in the
event of Scindia marching on the following morning
in the dircetion of Oujein, the resident might he
induced to remain in the camp, according to the
orders of the governor-general; but the intimation
of this act of forbearance was accompanied by very
significant warnings as to the consequences to be
apprebended from the hostile and treacherous courses
pursued by the chief and his dependents.  Fresh
attempts to lull the suspicions of the resident, and
to induce him to consent to further delay, followed s
but no satisfactory steps being taken, the resident
again demanded passports.  His demand received
an insolent answer; and on the 23wl Jannary he
departed without them, and marched fourtcen miles.
This was a proceeding for which Seindia was not
prepared, and it excited some dismay. Two persons
were immediately dispatched to overtake the British
ofticer, and, it possible, prevail upon him to forego
his intention. Mr. Jenking refused to listen to their

CHAP. XX,
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cntreatics nntil assured by them that they were
authorized to pledge Scindiv’s name for the per-
formance of any couditions which might be neeces-
sary to proeurc the resident’s return.  Ie then
proposed the following: that on the day after his
return to the eamp Scindia should serionsly enter
upon his long promised and Jong deferred marceh to
Oujein, and proceed thither without any further
halts, except at the neeessary and usual intervals;
that lie should without delay act in conformity with
the resident’s adviee in regard to Ainbajee, and also
disavow in a letter to the governor-general the acts
of that person, and of another who had appearcd
in the character of Scindia’s agent at Hyderabad,
where, by exaggerating the successes of Iolkar and
announcing an extended alliance against the British
covernment, to which Scindia and the Rajah of
Berar were to be partics, he had cndeavoured to
promote the objects which sich an alliance wonld be
intended to advance.  The reeal of this person was
required to be eftected through a letter from Seindia
to be delivered to Mr. Jenkins, and by him for-
warded to the Dritish resident at Hyderabad. The
messengers agreed in the most formal manner to
the preseribed conditions, and Mr. Jeukins returned
to Scindia’s eamp on the morning of the day after
he had quitted it.

The experience of a few hours sufliced to test
Seindia’s sineerity.  On the evening of Mr. Jenking's
rcturi, hie leamed that Scindia intended to halt on
the following day.  This being a direet violation of



BRITISH EMPIRE IN INDIA. 511

one of the conditions of the resident’s return, he had CHAP. XX.
only to choose between again quitting the eamp or
remaining a2 monument of the degradation of the

government which he represented. Ie did not hesi-
tate in taking the former course, but had proceeded
only a short distance when he was again called back
by & message from Scindia, expressing a desive to
receive a visit from him.  He accordingly divected
his baggage to vemain at a grove in the vicinity of
Scindia’s regular brigade, and proceeded with Lieu-
tenant Stuart, the officer commanding his escort, to
the tent of the wvaeillating and treacherons chief.
Some idle attenmts were made by Seindia to excuse
his conduct, and these being disposed of, he ex-
pressed himselt ready to comply iimmediately with
the resident’s request as to Ambajee, and to recom-
mence his march on the following morning. M.
Jenking was requested to retire to another tent with
some Malratta officers, to preparc the letfers; and
some progress had been made, when it was an-
nouced that Seindia’s devotions had been interrupted
by the arrival of the DBritish resident—that he was
now anxious to resume them—that the letters, when
completed, should be sent for the resident’s inspec-
tion, and that if their terms should not entirely ac-
cord with his wishes, lie eould return to the chief-
tain’s tent in the evening and suggest the required
alterations.  On the faith of this wrrangement Mr.
Jenking dispatched orders veealling his baggage.
The bageage, however, before the arrival of the

(wl=hite]
orders, had passed out of the hands of those left in
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charge of it.  The British camnp had been attacked
by the entire hody of Pindarries retained by Seindia,
and plundered of every article of value.  The eseort
m defending it had suftered severely, and among the
wounded were the licutenant in command and the
surgeon attached to the residency.  An attempt to
plunder the British camp had been made some
weeks Dbefore with partial suceess.  In this second
instance the suecess was complete.  The loss of
property, though productive of the most serious in-
convenience to the resident and his attendants, was
not the worst vesult of the outrage which had heen
perpetrated. The eircumstanees of the resideney
deprived it of all outward claims to respect, and the
spirit prevailing in Secindia’s eanp was not such as
to supply the want of them.  Mr. Jenking was
naturally and justly anxious to withdraw from a
situation where his oftice could no longer conmmand
even decent regard, and lie requested permission to
retive to some place of safety, where he might avait
himself of the first opportunity that should ofier of
procecding to a British camp,  Seindia in reply ex-
pressed great concern at what had happened, hut
declined to comply with the wish of the resident to
quit the camp.  He accordingly remained, and the
consequent position of the Dritish resideney is thus
described by himself:— Under the operation of
the late events the British resideney is become a
degraded speetacle to a camp by whiel it was for-
merly held in the utmost veneration and respeet.
Owr equipage is reduced to a single tent, which
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occupies a small corner of Seindia’s encampment ;
and in this sitnation we are exposed to the derision
of the planderers, who trinmph in the protection of
a nefarions government, under the countenance of
which they presume to insult us with the proffer for
sale of our plundered effeets.  Exposed to these in-
sults, and to the entire ncglect of the governmeunt,
whieli does not think it nceessary even to profess
regret for what has passed;* the escort of the resi-
dency deprived of its arms and accoutrements, and
disabled by the loss of about fifty men killed and
wounded ; while so far from being protected, we
have been openly attacked Ly Scindia’s army, you
will in some measure conceive the irksomeness of
our situation.”t

In this miserable condition did the British resi-
deney accompany the mareh of Scindia, who left the
vieinity of Saugur on the 24th of February, leaving
there, however, some hattalions under an officer
named Baptiste, of French origin but native birth,
to realize the contribution which it had been the
pleasure of the Mahratta chief to exact. DMr. Jen-
king, feeling that under its present ecircumstances
the British residenicy could command no respect,
and desirous of receiving the instructions of the
governor-general for the guidance of his future con-
duet, wished to deeline any political intercourse with

* Seindia personally expressed regret, but officially none was
expressed.

1 Letter from Mr. Jenkins to Colonel Close, 10th Februay,
1805.
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Scindia or his servants; but the earnest request of
the chief induced the resident to consent to receive
a visit from him. Ou that occasion Seindia dis-
played a combination of hypocrisy and audacity
worthy of the race to which he helonged. e en-
deavoured to justify the general conduct of his go-
vernmment in regard to his engagements with the
English, and to remove from the resident’s mind the
impression, which he most justly concluded must
find pluce there, that the outrage perpetrated on
the DBritish camp had not been committed with-
out his approbation or cognizance. It wasg, he al-
leged, to be attributed entirely to the Pindarries,
over whom he had no control. Ile expressed, too,
a hope that the misfortune would not interrupt
the friendship subsisting between the two states.
The resident made little answer, conceiving this
course the most accordant with the due mainte-
nance of the dignity of his office and government.
Of the motives which actuate a2 Dahratta it is
at all times diffienlt to judge; but as Seindia had
before this period held language widely different
in its character, and had addressed to the gover-
nor-general a letter framed in a tone far from con-
ci]iat.ory, the expression of a desire for the preser-
vation of amity with a state whose representative
had so recently heen exposed to insult and violence,
must be regarded as the effect of some temporary
canse, probably of a belief in the eventual snceess
of the British arms. The weakness of Scindia’s
character, combined with his intense hatred of the
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English and his participation in the duplicity which
is always an element in the moral constitution of a
Malratta, produced great fluctuations in his feel-
ings and deportment. The history of the letter to
the governor-general above noticed is remarkable.
The letter bore the date of the 18th of October. Tt
was forwarded by two messengers on foot to a per-
son residing at Benares, who for many years had held
the nominal appointment of vakeel, first to the pre-
decessor of Dowlut Rao Scindia, and subsequently to
himself. The vakecl was to proceed with the letter
to Calcutta, in order to deliver it tn person; but he
did not report his arrival in that city till the 18th of
February, exactly four months after the date of the
letter. It lias been questioned whether Scindia
kuew any thing of this letter, and whether its pre-
paration and transmission were not altogether the
acts of his ministers, But this is a point of little
importance—Dby whomsoever it might be framed, by
whomsoever forwarded, it is extraordinary that it
should have been four months on its journey to Cal-
cutta. The only possible solution of the difficulty
is to be found in the supposition that the letter was
written under the influence of the feelings exeited
by the suecesses of Holkar and the disasters of
Colonel Monson—that subsequent events gave rise
to different feelings and expeetations, which sug-
gested the prudence of keeping it back, and that
the ultimate determination to revert to the original
intention of the writer, by causing it to be delivered
at its degtination, was prompted by the reverses of
212
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the English before Bhuartpore®  Another extra-
ordinary fact econnected with this proceeding is,
that it was transmitted without the knowledge of
the British resident with Seindia, whose duty it was
to forward to his government any representation
which lie might receive from that to which he was
deputed, and who, it could not be doubted, was
ready faithfully to dizeharge this trust.

The letter, after an ordinary compliment, adverted
{o the relations subsisting hetween Scindia and the
Company’s government, and thence procecded to
complain of the neglect of the latter to afford to the
chief pecuniary assistance. The next subject was one
which would perhaps have been avoided by negotia-
tors of any other race than that of the Mahrattas, Tt
arose out of the former, and presented a curious ver-
sion of the circumstances under which Bappoogee
Scindia passed over to the enemy ; a result which was
attributed to the want of funds. It was alleged that
on an application being made by Bappoogee to Co-
lonel Monson for money to pay his troops, the British
commander answered that he could advanece none,
and referred the applicant to General Lake. This
was something more than mere misrepresentation—
it was a positive falsehood ; for Colonel Monson had
advanced to Bappoogee a considerable sum.  Bap-

* This explanation was originally suggested by Ar, H. H.
Wilson, Baden Professor of Sanserit in the University of Oxford.
He supposes that the vakeel performed his journey from Be-
nares to Caleutta very leisurely, in order to take advantage of
the turn of events, in whatever direction it might be.
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poogee, however, it was represented, being, for want
of the required assistance, unable to sustain his
troops, was obliged to dispatch an officer named
Suddasheo Rao, with a body of horse and foot, in
search of provisions; himself, with three thousand
men, remaining with Colonel Monson, in which
situation, according to Scindia’s statement, they
exerted themselves most meritoriously. The sue-
cceding part of the narrative wus a tissue of un-
truths and misrepresentations, ending with a state-
ment of the reasons which led Bappoogee to join
Holkar, differing but little from that which was
given to the British resident. After the enumera-
tion of his pecuniary grievances, Secindia proceeded
to the statement of other grounds of complaint.
The first related to a question which lad been
settled professedly to the satisfaction, and eertainly
with the acquicscence, of Secindia’s ministers—the
transfer of Gohud and Gwalior. There were seven
more. The name of the Rajah of Jodepore, it was
said, had Dbeen improperly inserted in the list of
chieftains to whom the provisions of the ninth
article of the treaty applied; the payment of cer-
tain pensions as stipulated was represented to be
irregular; delay in delivering to Scindia some dis-
tricts to which he was entitled was complained of;
a similar complaint was preferred as to collections
from other districts; the maharajalh had been pre-
vented, as he alleged, from placing in specified
countrics a suflicient number of troops for their
protection, in consequence of which they had be-
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come a scene of devastation; the jaghires in Hin-
dostan, covenanted to be returned to Scindia, were,
he uwrged, still retained; and, lastly, the obligation
ineurred by the Company under the second treaty,
to protect Scindin’s territories in the same manuer
as their own, was stated to be disregarded.  These
complaints were intergpersed with abundant abuse
of the British resident, Mr., Webbe. The conelusion
was peculiarly edifying, from the high moral tone
which eharacterizes it, and the beautiful exposition
of the obligations of friendship which it affords. On
such a subject a Mahratta may well be expeeted to
be cloquent, and Seindia did not diseredit either his
theme or his country.  “ Where,” said he, « friend-
ship has been established by treaties and engage-
nients between princes and chiefs of high rank and
power, it is incumbent on both partics to observe
it on all occasions, and they consider the injuries
and losses of friends and allies to be their own;
and in the same manner the strength and power of
friends and allies to be their own strength and power.
My continnance during so long a period of time in
the vicinity of Borhampore has been owing entirely
to my expectation, founded on the union of the two
states, of aid in all my affairs on the part of vour
excelleney.  As Mr. Webbe, who resides with me
on the part of vour excellency, practises delay and
evasion in cvery point,* and avoids the advance of

¥ "This imputation on the character of Mr. Webbe ought not
to pass without notice, even when coming from a Alahratta.
Among the qualities which all contemporary report ascribes to
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money in the form of pecuniary aid, of a loan, or
on account of that which is clearly and justly dne
by the conditions of treaty, I have deemed it
necessary to communicate all circumnstances to
your excellency. My army having reached the
banks of the Nerbudda by successive marches, is
beginning to cress. I shall now remain in ex-
peectation of an answer. Your excellency is endowed
with great wisdom and foresight, and is unequalled
in the virtues of fulfilling the obligations of engage-
ments and of friendship. I therefore request your
excellency to take into vour deliberate consideration
all that T have written, and adopt such measures as
may most speedily both terminate the contest with
Jeswunt Rao 1lolkar, and fulfil the obligations of
the treaties subsisting between us, and strengthen
in the most perfect degree and perpetuate the foun-
dations of union and alliance between the two
states.  Let your excellency further be pleased to
consider where is the advantage of suffering that
which has been taken from friends to fall into the
hands of enemies: undoubtedly your excelleney’s
provident wisdom and correct understanding will
uever approve such a thing, since the power and
strength of one friend must be considered to be the
power and strength of another, and the weakness
and defective resources of the one also those of the

Mr, Webbe, honesty and straightforwardness stand foremost. To
multiply testimonies Is unnecessary when it is added that his
moral as well as his intellectual qualifications are attested both
by the Marquis Wellesley and the Duke of Wellington.
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CUAP. XX. other. If J acquire strength by territory and money,

~ that strength (as the consequence of our union) be-

comes in truth the strength of the Company also.

IIaving maturely weighed and considered all these

points, let your excellency be pleased to favour me

with a speedy and favourable answer. If by the

time of my arrival at Malwa o full and detailed

answer to all that T have written arrives, it will be
extremely proper and advisable.”

Complaints similar to those contained in Seindin’s
letter had been addressed by some agents of that
chief to Colonel Close at Nagpore, to which place he
had proceeded on his way to undertake the duties
of resident at Scindia’s eamp, hut on learning the
events which had oceurred, had thought it expedient
to wait for further instructions from his govermment.
These, when received, direeted him to proceed to
assume the duties to the discharge of which he
stood appointed, and to demand reparation for the
outrage which had been committed on the British
residency. A copy of these instructions being fur-
nished to Mr. Jenkins, that gentleman immediately,
in accordance with their spirit, re-assumed the fune-
tions which had since the attack on his eamp been
permitted to remain dormant.

The complaints embodied in the letter of Seindia,
together with the eomnunications to Colonel Closc,
received from the governer-general an elaborate re-
plv.  After adverting to the date of Scindia’s letter,
to the extraordinary delay which had taken place in
delivering it, and to the agpersions cast by Seindia
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on the character of Mr. Webbe, the governor-
general proceeded to expose the trickery and injus-
tice of reviving the claim to Gohud and Gwalior,
after repeated rccognitions of the acts of the Bri-
tish government with respect to those possessions.
Scindia was reminded of the varions acts by
which he was pledged not to disturb the arrange-
ment which had been made, and was called upon
once more, by a formal declaration in writing, to
renounce his claim.  This would have added some-
thing to the evidence previously existing on the
subject, but it cannot be supposed that it would
have operated in the slightest degree to prevent the
revival of the claim whenever it might suit the
purpose or the caprice of this unstable chief to
assert it. The case of the Rajah of Jodepore was
divested of all difficulty. He had refused to abide
by the engagement which had been made; his nane
in consequence was dirceted to be erased from the
list presented to Seindia, but by some error or acei-
dent this had been omitted. The payment of the
pensions, it was shewn, had not only been strietly
regular, but that the prescribed period had been
anticipated. In answer to Scindia’s complaints of
the non-surrender of the pergunnas to which he had
a eclaim, it was stated, that no person duly autho-
rized had ever bLeen sent to take charge of them.
It was very properly added that, with reference to
the operations of the war with Holkar, it had be-
come inexpedient at that period to give them wup;
but that they would be surrendered at the termina-
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tion of hostilities with the last-mamed chief, or
rented by the English, as Scindia might choose
Payment of the collections from those pergunnas,
Scindia was informed, would be regularly made to
his officers until the delivery of the districts.  With
regard to other collections which Scindia claimed,
the governor-general professed never before to have
heard of the elaim; but intimated that an investi-
gation should take place, and that when the accounts
were adjusted, payment should be made of whatever
nmight be found due.  To the charge of the British
having abandoned to devastation part of Seindia’s
territories, the governor-gencral replied, that the
British were not bound to suppress internal dis-
turbances, or to protect the country against robbers
but that, notwithstanding, dircctions should be given
for the preservation of order.  The relinquishment of
the jaghires in Hindostan, it was stated, would take
place forthwith, on a proper application to the com-
mander-in-chief; and the jaghiredars would rececive
from the British government whatever that govern-
nmient had received on account of the jaghire lands
since the treaty of peace® In reply to the last

* Orders for the release of the jaghires were issued to the civil
oflicers in whose jurisdiction they were situated, by the com-
mander-in-chief, immediately on sunnuds granted by Colone!
Malcolm being presented by the agents of the jaghiredars. Some
villages, forming part of one jaghire, being held by a relative of
the Emperor, it was deemed undesirable to dispossess him, and
an equivalent was offered to the jaghiredar; an arrangement for
which Colonel Malcolm had already provided in his discussions
with Scindia’s ministers.
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head of charge, that the British had not protected
Scindia’s territory from invasion, but had per-
mitted Holkar and Ameer Khan to ravage and
plunder within it, it was observed, that the obliga-
tion of a defensive alliance was mutual, and that
the British might with equal justice eomplain of
Scindia for not preventing the incursions of the
enemy into the Company’s territories.  “ An appeal
to the cvidence of facts, however,” continued the
governor-general, ¢ will manifest the degree in which
either state has fulfilled the obligations of the de-
fensive allinnee. By the valour, activity, and skill
of the Byitish armies, Jeswunt Rao Holkar has been
deprived of necarly all his territorial possessions, a
part of whiel, including the eapital eity of Indore,
was delivered over to your lighness’s officers.  The
whole of his force has been repeatedly defeated and
nearly destroyed, with the loss of all his artillery;
and he has been deprived of every resource but that
which he derives from the feeble and precarious aid
of the Rajalh of Bhurtpore. Ilas your highness,”
it was then properly asked, * according to the pro-
visions of the treaty, eontributed in any degree to
these victories?  On the contrary, has not the con-
duet of your highness and of your officers aided the
cause of the enemy against the power by which
those vietortes have been achieved, and with which
your highness was pledged to co-operate?” After
some rcmarks on various parts of the conduct of
Seindia during the war, his more recent procecdings
were thus noticed.  * On every occasion when the
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resident urged your highness to proeeed to Oujein
for the purpose of restoring the vigour of your
government, of reviving the efficiency of your de-
clining resources, and of co-operating with the Bri-
tish troops in the prosccution of the war, your
highness uniformly asserted your inability to pro-
ceed for want of funds to pay your troops; and in
your highness’s letter you have aseribed your de-
tention at Borhampore to the same canse.  Your
highness, however, stated in the same letter, that
you had been enabled by loans to provide necessaries
for your march, and for colleeting your troops; that
you had accordingly marched from Borhampore ; that
you had written to all the officers of your troops to
Join you from every quarter; and that it was your
intention to raise new troops.” On the foundation of
the facts referved to in this passage the governor-
general raises the following conclusion, and addresses
the exhortation which suecceeds, * It is evident,
therefore, that your highness never intended to com-
ply with the suggestion of the resident ou the subject
of your return to Oujein; for your highness assigned
the deficiency of your funds as the only canse which
prevented yonr return to Oujein in conformity with
the resident’s advice; and when your highness, ac-
cording to your own deelaration, had obtained funds,
you marched in a different direction, and afforded to
the resident no explanation of the nature of your de-
signg.  Under these cireumstances, it is evident that
vour highness never entertained the design of pro-
ceeding to Oujein, or of co-operating with the Bri-
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tish troops in the prosceution of the war. With
what degree of justice, therefore, can your highness
complain of the conduet of the British government
in withholding the pecuniary aid which you solicited,
until adequate security had Dbeen obtained for the
due application of those funds to the common cause
of the allies, instead of perverting the aid furnished
by the allies to the cause of the enemy? Your high-
ness,” the governor-general continues, “ has stated
in your letter, that it was your determined resolu-
tion, after having collected a numerous army con-
sisting both of old troops and new levies, to procecd
to chastise the ecnemy; and your highness adds,
“ how can I be content to see a territory which for a
long time has been in my possession, and in the con-
quest of which crores of rupees have been expended,
and great battles have been fought, in the possession
of another ¥—and that ¢ it is no difficult matter to
wrest the territory from the hands of the enemy.” 1
am unable to comprehend your highness’s meaning in
the passage above quoted. The enciny has not at any
stage of the war been able to eftect the conquest of
a single district, and wherever the British troops
have approached, the enemy has sought his safety in
a precipitate flight; and although, subscquently to
the date of your highness’s letter, you have received
constant reports of the repeated defeats of the
enemy by the DBritish troops, your highness has con-
tinued to augment your forces and to advance into
Hindostan. These measures, therefore, must be
aseribed to objects entirely different from those
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which your highness has declared.” This intimation
that Scindia’s views were perceived was succeeded
by a summing up of that chieftain’s oftences against
the Dritish government, under thirtecen heads. The
enumeration exhibits the leading points of the case
so completely, and, withal, so hriefly, that it will he
advisable to quote it at length rather that to give
an abridgement. “ First: After your highness's
repeated and solemn assurances to the resident of
your intention to return to your capital, for the pur-
pose of co-operating with the Dritish government in
the prosecution of the war, your highness, without
affording an explanation to the resident, directed
your march towards the territory of Bhopal, in posi-
tive violation of your personal promise, repeatedly
made to the vesident. Secondly: Notwithstanding
the repeated remonstrances of the resident on the
impropriety of permitting the continuvance of the
enemy’s vakeel in your highness’s camp, that vakeel
was permitted to remain and to accompany your
marel; and, with your highness’s knowledge, the
person to whose charge you committed the execu-
tive administration of your affairs * maintained a
constant and elandestine interconrse with that vakeel
of the enemy. Thirdly: The officers of your high-
ness’s government at Oujein, instead of joining
Colone! Murray with any part of the troops stationed
at that capital, or affording to Colonel Murray any
aid whatever in his preparations for the field, coun-
teracted the measures of that officer, and opposed

* Shirzee Rao,
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every degree of difficulty to his exertions in com- CHAP.XX.
pleting the equipment of the army under his com-
mand. Fourthly: Two of your highness’s military

commanders,® with the troops under their command,
who were appointed to co-operate with the British
force in Hindostan, deserted to the enemy, and have
acted with the enemy during the whole war, T'ifthly:
Your highness has openly justified the conduct of
those officers in deserting to the enemy, on the plea
that the British commander refused to advance
money for the pay of the troops, which your high-
ness was bound by treaty to furnish at your own
charge ; thereby maiutaining a prineiple inconsistent
with the spirit of the treatics of peace, and of de-
fensive allianece.t Sixthly: Your highness has with-
drawn your troops from those districts which had
becn conquered from the enemy by the Dritish forees,
and surrendered to your highness's ofticers; thereby
restoring to the enemy a part of his resources of
which lie had DLeen deprived by the exertions of the
British troops, and of which the benefit had been
exclusively transferred to your highness. Seventhly:
Your highness has conducted a seeret negotiation
with the Rajah of Berar, without affording to the
British resident any explanation of the nature and
object of it; thereby violating an express stipula-
tion of the treaty of defensive alliance. Kighthly:
Your highness has violated the territory of his high-
* Bappoogee Scindia and Sudasheo Rac.

1t The alleged fact moreover was false ; Colonel Monson having
advanced money to Bappoogee Scindia.
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ciar. XX, ness the Peishwa, the ally of the DBritish govern-
T ment, by invading and plundering the distriet of
Saugur; by destroying the eity and besieging the
fort, und by exacting a contribution from that place
by foree of arms. Ninthly : Notwithstanding vour
highness’s repeated and most solemn assurances to
the British representative of your intention to proceed
to the capital of your dominions, your highness has
marched with a large army to Narwa, on the fron-
tier of the territory of an ally of the British govern-
ment. Tenthly: Your highness lLas continued to
augment your army by collecting your troops from
all quarters, by new levies, and by the acecssion of a
numerous train of artillery, although your highness
professed an utter inability to supply funds for the
payment of your army previonsly to its augmentation,
and although the declared object of those measures
had ceased to exist; thereby justifying 2 suspicion
that your highness’s views were directed rather
against the British government or its allies than
against the common cnemy. Eleventhly: Your
highness has suffered the late flagrant outrage against
the person and property of the British representa-
tive and his suite, committed by persons in your
higlhmess's serviee, and within the limits of vour
highness’s camp, to pass mnnotieed and unatoned,
without any endcavours to discover and punish the
offenders, and without any effectual measures for re-
covering the plundered property, or anv declared
intention of repaying the amount ; without offering a
public apology, or addressing to me any excuse to pal-
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liate an outrage so atrocious against the sacred cha-
acter of the representative of the British government
residiug at your highness’s court; and without any
endeavour to alleviate the personal distress of the
British representative, eitlier by contributing to his
accommodation or by any acts of kindness or hrospi-
tality. Twelfthly: Your highness has revived your
claim to the distriets of Gohud and Gwalior, alienated
from your highness’s dominion by the operation of
an article of the treaty of peace—after a minute
and deliberate discussion upon that subject with your
highness’s government; and atter the most solenmn
and publie renuneiation of that claim on the part of
your highness in presence of the British resident at
your higlmess’s court; and after having publicly
accepted and confirmed the list of treaties, by one
of which this alienation was declared. Thirteenthly:
The general conduet of your highness’s government,
and especially the avgmentation of your highness’s
foree and your march to Narwa, have encouraged
the enemy to expect your highnese’s support, of
whichh expectation the enemy has made a publie
boast ; and a general opinion exists in Hindostan and
the Deccan, that your highness has resolved to unite
your forces with the remnant of the enemy’s power
in a contest against the Dritish government, your
friend and ally.” This wasa heavy array of offences
but it was not, as the culprit might reasonably have
apprehended, the prelude to a declaration that the
day of repentance was past, and that the perfidy of
the transgressor was about to be visited with con-
VOL. IiI. 2 M
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dign punislment.  Notwithstanding all that had
occeurred, Seindia was assured that the Dritish go-
vernment were solicitous to maintain with him the
relations of amity, aud to respect the provisions of
the treatics of peace and defensive allianee, provided
lie should adopt a course of procecding accordant
with those engagements.

So strong indeed was the desire entertained by the
British government for the preservation of peace, and
so carnest the wish that Scindia shonld be satisfied on
this point, that in eontempiation of the possibility of
the British representative heing compelled to with-
draw by the refusal of Seindia to afford any satisfac-
tion for the attack on the British eamp, he was in-
strmeted to state that his departure, though rendered
necessary by the conduct of Seindig, had no connec-
tion with any hostile designs towards that chief on
the part of the DBritish governmment, which would
continue digposed to peace so long as Scindia should
abstain from any act of direct aggression against the
Company or their allies.

But Scindia was actuated by very different feel-
ings,  His conrt had for some time appeared to be
occupied by some matter of importance. At length
the ladies of lis family and his heavy baggage were
sent ont of camp to be conveyed to some place of
safety, and it was obvious that some extraordinary
movement was about to take place.  In an interview
afforded by the acting Dritish resident to one of
Seindia’s ministers, on the 23vd of March, the seeret
was revealed. Seindia’s agent stated that his master
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had viewed with =orrow and regret the econtinued
length of the war between Holkar and the English,
and (being a person of singular sensibility ) the conse-
quent effusion of blood. Ilis humanity was of too
active a nature to be eontented with merely lamenting
these calamities; he had & plan for putting an end
to them—this was by marching direetly to Bhurt-
pore for the purpose of offering lis mediation to
restore the blessings of peace.  The purport of the
hminister’s visit it was explained, was, therefore, to
request that the DBritish resident would write to the
different officers in command of British detachiments
in the neighbourhood of Gwalior, and other places
in the direction of Scindia’s proposed mareh, to in-
form them of that chieftain’s pacific intentions, and
to prevent his being molested by the troops stationed
at the ghauts on his route. Mr. Jenkins replied,
that he was entirely unacquainted with the arrange-
ments made by the governor-general and the com-
mander-in-chief for the proteetion of the countrics
to which allusion had been made, and that it was
impossible for him to eomply with the request made
on behalf of Scindia, as the officers in command of
the DBritish troops received their orders from the
commander-in-chief, and were in no respeet under
the resident’s authority.  He added, with hecoming
spirit, with reference to the proposed mediation,
that so long as Scindia contimied in alliance with
the British power the utmost attention would be
paid to his interests as well as to those of all other
allies, but that the British government neither re-
2M2
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quired nor admitted the arbitration of any state
whatever.  Scindia, it will be recollected, had pro-
fessed to regard Iolkar as an enemy—had denied
that the vakeel of that ehicf remained with his con-
sent or knowledge within his camp—had complained
of the British government for not adequately pro-
tecting his dominions against Holkar, and of their
withholding the pecuniary assistanee which was re-
quired to enable him to take the ficld effectually
against the common enemy. The answer of Scindia’s
minister to Mr. Jenkins’s denial of the maharajah’s
right to arbitrate between the British government
and Ilolkar was, that his master had received re-
peated solicitations to nndertake the office hoth from
Holkar and the Rajah of Blurtpove; thus, with
gennine Mahratta audacity, avowing a correspond-
enee which had been repeatedly disclaimed. On
the following day M. Jenkins received another visit
from Scindia’s agent, when further illustrations of
the duplicity of Seindia’s court were afforded.  'The
minister denied that the family of Seindia had de-
parted, or that the heavy baggage had been sent
away with any view to rapidity of mareh, but he
admitted (why, is not very apparent) that Seindia’s
minister had till a very reeent period been inimieal
to the British government, though now it was as-
serted he had become sensible of his folly.  There
was, indeed, no doubt that the first part of this
statement was truc—that Seindia’s minister, Shirzee
Rao, had entertained the most inveterate feelings of
hatred towards the British govermment, and had
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anxiously watched the arrival of a fitting opportunity
for gratifying those feelings; but of widely different
character were the professions made by Scindia and
his servants to the British authoritics. These
avowed friendship, while the actions of those who
made them spoke only hostility.  The change which
it was alleged had passed over Shirzec Rao was as
sudden as it was marvellons, and o most extra-
ordinary manifestation of its effect was the projected
mareh to Bhurtpore.

TFour days before the commmuieation of Scindia’s
intention to Mr. Jenking, one of Scindia’s scrvants
had been admitted to an interview with Colonel
Close, at Nagpore. He had nothing to shew that
he was aceredited by the Mahratta chicf, but he was
a person of high rank and claimed to be aceredited.
This person did not affect to conceal the alienation
of Scindia’s feelings from the Euglish, nor the
views under which lie had moved in oppoesition to
the rccommendation of the British resident. Ile
asked whether it was not perceived that Scindia was
offended when he marched to the northward ; and on
Colonel Close answering to the effect that it could
not be supposed that Scindia would act in opposition
to justice and good faith, an attendant upon Seindia’s
alleged agent asked, if it were not supposed that
Scindia moved to the northward in conscquence of
being offended, to wlat motive was that step as-
eribed?  These avowals that Scindin’s movements
were influenced by designs which he coucealed from
the DBritish resident contrast strikingly with his

CHAP. XX,
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often repeated expressions of a desire to comply
with the advice of that funetionary, his declarations
of continued attachment to the British eaunse, and his
professions of anxiety to fulfil his engagements and
maintain unimpaired his alliance with the Dritish
government.

The governor-gencral was no sooner apprized of
the communications made to Mr. Jenking and Co-
lonel Close, than, with his characteristic energy, he
took measures for frustrating the meditated designs
of Scindia. Instructions were forwarded to the
comumander-in-chief, directing him to reject peremp-
torily all demands on the part of Seindia which
might be at variance with the treaty of peace, to
repel any act of hostility from Secindia with promp-
titude and cffect, and to provide, in the event of
war, for the safety of Mr. Jenking and the British
residency. Other parts of the instructions referred
to the contingency of war being followed by nego-
tiation; and it was distinctly laid down, that Seindia
was not to be permitted to treat for Holkar, nor
Holkar for Scindia. These orders were explained
and enforeed by others forwarded a few days after-
wards.  While provision was thus made for frus-
trating the hostile designs of Scindia in the north,
the south was not neglected.  Inipressed with a
sense of the advantages resulting from the system
adopted in the previous war with the confederated
Mahratta chicftains, of cutrusting very general amd
extensive powers, both political and military, to the
hands of a single local authority, the governor-
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general resolved to iuvest Colonel Close with the
same powers which had formerly becn exercised
by General Wellesley in the Decean, with the ex-
ception of the control of the military commander
in Guzerat. On the return of General Wellesley
from Caleutta to Madras, it appears to have been
for some time doubtful whether he would resume
lLis statiou in the Decean or not. It was ultimately
determined in the negative; General, now, by the
well-merited  grace of lis sovercign, Sir Arthur,
Wellesley, being of opinion that his services were
no longer neceessary ; being anxious, with regard to
the state of his health, as well as to his professional
prospeets, to proceed to lurope ; thinking also that
his presence there might enable him to dispel some
misapprehensions with regard to the policy lately
pursucd in Iudia, and being morcover dissatistied

with the authorities at home® It is satisfactory to

* His dissatisfaction was not confined to the East-India Com-
pany, but appears, from some intimations in the Wellington Des-
patches, to have cxtended to the highest military authority. But
Sir Arthur Wellesley had learned to subjeet his feelings to his
duty, and an apparent slight put upon bim after his return only
scemed to draw forth more conspicuonsly some of the meritorious
traits of his character. The following statement Is given by
Colonel Gurwood, the editor of the Wellington Despatches :—
“ An expedition had been fitted out in the autumn of 1803, to
proceed to Hanover, under the command of Lord Catheart; and
Major-General Sir Arthur Wellesley, soon after Lis return to
England from India, was appointed to the command of a brigade
in it.  But the eonsequcenees of the battle of Austerlitz rendered
it prudent to reeall this force, and the troops composing it were
placed on the coast for future operations, or tor the defence of the
country agzainst threutened invasion.”  T'o this narrative Coloncl
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relate that the greatest commander of modern times
was not permitted to quit the scene of his carly
glories without testimonies warm and abundant to
his eminent serviees.  Soldiers and civilians, 1ouro-
peans and natives, vied in rendering him hononr.
Colonel Close, under the powers assigued to him,
was to tuke the command of the main anny in the
Decean.  Tn furtherance of the views of the go-
vernor-general, Colonel Wallace, commanding the
subsidiary force at Poona, and Colonel Ialiburton,

Gurwood appends the following note :—'* There i1z no situation
and there are no cirenmstances in which an officer of the army
may be placed, that will not in some manner or other be stamped
with the superior principles of the thorough soldier. An intimate
friend haviag remarked in familiar terms to Sir Arthur Wellesley,
when at Hastings, how he, having commanded armies of forty thou-
sand men in the field—having received the thanks of parliament
for his victories—and having been made Knight of the Bath, could
submit to be rednced to the command of a brigade of infantry ?
“ For this plain reason,” was the answer; * I am nimmukwallah, as
we say in the East; that ig, [ have ate of the King’s salt, and
therefore I conceive it to be my duty to serve with unhesitating
zeal and cheerfulness when and wherever the King's government
may think proper to employ me.” This maxim has the more
force, from there being officers in the army who, unfortunately
for them, having declined subordinate employ from flattering
themselves with superior pretensions, have repented their decision
during their professional lives; and it is for this reason that the
compiler has presumed to draw the attention of those who may
hereafter be pluced in similar circumstances to the great military
principle, as well as to the example of the Duke of Wellington.”

Military officers exact necessarily and justly from those they
command implicit and ready obedience. It is strange that they
should ever forget that the duty which they require from those
beneath them is equally due from themselves to those who have
a right to command their services.
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commanding that at Hyderabad, were ordered to
oceupy with their troops the positions most favour-
able for the seizure, if necessary, of Scindia’s pos-
sessions south of the Nerbudda; but these officers
were not to commence operations against Scindia
without express orders, except in the event of intel-
ligenee reaching them of the actual commencement
of hostilities in Ilindostan. In Guzerat it was ne-
cessary to provide considerable reinforcements, the
number of troops in that province having been
greatly reduced by the detachment of the force
which originally marched under Colonel Murray to
Oujein, and subsequently, uwnder General Jonces,
joined the army of Hindostan. To supply the de-
ficiency thus occasioned, the government of Bom-
bay were instrneted to dispateh to Guzerat as soon
as practicable, and by the safest and most expedi-
tions route, a corps consisting of at least four
companies of Iuropean infantry, a company of
Iiuropean artillery, and one battalion of sepoys, with
a due proportion of camp equipage, artillery, pioneers,
lascars, and every necessary equipment to enable the
corps to he employed on ficld service the moment
it should reach Guzerat. Colonel Woodington, the
officer commanding in the provinee, was to he in-
structed to place the corps under him in an cfficient
state of equipment, and to lay up, at convenient
places on the frontier, supplies of grain aund stores.
Thus reinforced, it was expected that Colonel
Woodington would be able, not only to defend
Guzerat from invasion, but to attuck with success
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the forts and possessions of Scindia in that provinee,
should war ensue.

Soon after the issue of these several instruetions
a letter was received from the acting resident at
Scindia’s eamp, which scemed to indieate more pa-
cific feelings on the part of Scindia than had leen
comtemplated.  The resident had held communiea-
tions with the chicf and his ministers, which il
produced a satisfactory letter to the governor-genc-
ral in reply to the demand for reparation on account
of the outrage upon the resideney, 2 multiplicity of
assurances of friendly intentions, and a promise that
Scindia should halt upon the Chumbul until the
arrival of Colonel Close.* The promise was kept
with Mahratta strictness.  Scindia retired to Sub-
dulghur; but on the 7th of April Ancer Khan left
Bhurtpore with the avowed iutention of joiniug
Scindia; and on the same day Shirzee Rao, with a
large body of Pindarries and a eonsiderable part of
Seindia’s cavalry, marehed towards Bliartpore. Pre-
viously to his departure one of Scindia’s ministers
waited on Mr. Jenkins to annownce the intended
movement, and to explain that it had reference to
the proposed mediation.  The resident demanded
an audicnce of Seindia himself, which was granted,
and the chief gave the smune explanation which had
been oftered by his minister.  The stateiment was
accompanied by strong professions of fidelity and

* The appointment of Calonel Close to the excrcize of the
chief political and military power in the Deecan had not then
Leen made,
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friendship, and by a repetition of a request formerly
made, that Mr. Jenking would write to the com-
mander-tn-chict to desire that hostilities with Holkar
might be suspended.  The objeet of dispatehing
Shirzee Rao to Bhurtpore was undoubtedly to pre-
vent the Rajal from entering into a pacifie arrange-
ment with the British government; but the design
was defeated. On the 11th the conditions of a
treaty were finally determined uwpon; and on the
17tl, as has been already related, the treaty was
signed.

On arriving at Weir, a place about fifteen miles
from Bhurtpore, Shirzece Rao addressed a letter to
the commander-in-chief, intimating tliat, at the re-
quest of the British resident, Seindia had consented
to wait at Subdulghur tn expeetation of Colonel
Close’s arrival.  This was true; but it would be in-
consistent with Maliratta customn to offer truth nn-
mixed with somne alloy of falschood; and the an-
nouncement of Sciudia’s position, and the eause of
his oecupying it, was associated with a representa-
tion that the British resident had expressed a desire
that Scindia should interpose his mediation for ob-
taining peace; in conscquence of whielr desire his
highness had dispatehed Shirzee Rao to Bhartpore
to ncgotiate. The commander-in-chicf, in reply,
stated, that peace having been established between
the DBritish government and the Rajal of Bhurtpore,
the presenee of Shirzee Rao at Dhiurtpore was un-
necessary ; that he must not think of advancing, as
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such a proceeding might subvert the union subsist-
ing between the Company and Scindia.  On the
following day, however, Shirzee Rao did, with a
small party of horse, advance within a short dis-
tance of Bhurtpore, and transmitted to the Rajah a
message, soliciting a personal conference.  The Ra-

Jah declined granting the applieation, and Shirzee

Rao returned to Weir without gaining any thing by
his movement. At Weir he was joined by Holkar,
with three or four thousand horse, and both pro-
cecded towards the camp of Seindia at Subdulgliur.
Scindia had for zome time maintained, throngh an
agent of his own, a correspondence with the Court
of Holkar., Some of the letters of this agent to
his employer whiel fell into the hands of the En-
glish fully confirmed all that was suspeeted of the
views of Scindia, and of the degree of eredit to
be given to his expressions of fidelity and attach-
ment. It is wearisome to find occasion for re-
curring so frequently to the task of exhibiting Mah-
ratta chicanery and dissimulation, hut it is neeessary
to the just understanding of the relative cirewn-
stances and position of the British government and
the Maliratta chiefz.  While Seindia was intriguing
with Holkar, who was in a state of avowed war with
the Company’s government—uwhile the fornier chief
was advancing towards Bhurtpore in the hopes of
striking a blow at the interests of his English ally,
he was profuse in declarations of sincerity and good
faith. Never were his professions more strong
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than at this period; and it may be added that never cuap, xx.
were they cither nrore or less honest. -
In consequence of the movement of Scindia to
the northiward, Colonel Martindell, who lad been sta-
tioned in a position to enable him to secure the tran-
quillity of Bundlecund and to protect Gohud from
invasion, advanced in the smme divection, under orders
from the commander-in-chief, earefully avoiding any
violation of the possessions of either Scindia or his
dependents; and on the 8th of April he reached 4 p. 1s0s.
Hingorah, a position on the southern bank of the
Chumbul, at a short distance from Dholepore. Iis
proximity was distasteful to Seindia; and on the
11th that chief requested that the British resident
would prevent the approach of Colonel Martindell
within twenty coss of his ecamp.  Mr. Jenkins an-
swered Dy expressing surprise that Scindia should
feel any uneasiness in the presence of the DBritish
troops, under the continued assurances given that he
considered himself standing in the closest relations of
alliance with the Dritish government. He remarked,
that under the terms of the treaty the British troops
were to act in concert with those of the maharajah;
and he reminded the chieftain that when Colonel
Murray was stationed at Oujein no apprehension was
expressed, but, on the contrary, Scindia was con-
tinnally urgent for the assistance of the Dritish
troops for the protection of his country. 1f Scindia
had no other view than that of maintaining his re-
lation with the Dritish government, what, the resi-
dent asked, was there to apprehiend from the neigh-
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bourhood of the troops of his ally 7 THe added, that
Colonel Martindell was within the Company’s terri-
torics, and that his advance had been rendered
necessary by eirenmstanees, more cspecially by the
movement of the notorious Bappoogee Scindia in
the direction of Scindia’s camp, and the vieinity of
congiderable bodies of the troops of Holkar and
Ameer Khan, in charge of the baggage of those
chiefs. The pointed question put by the resident
it was not ecasy for Mahratta ingenuity to answer;
but Seindia nrged, that if the Pindarries of his camp
should happen to commit any excesses, or should
enter into disputes with any of the inferior people
of the DBritish eamp, the blame of such conduet might
attach to the government.  Mr. Jenkins answered
that the known and exemplary discipline of the Bri-
tish troops should preclude any uneasiness respecting
their conduct,and that Seindia’s distrust of the infevior
part of his own army only aftorded a further proof of
the necessity of Colonel Martindell's advance to the
frontier, though nothing short of actual aggression
would produce any hostile proceedings on the part
of that officer. Scindia rencwing his request that
an application should be made to Colonel Martin-
dell, to keep at a distance of twenty coss from the
Mabratta’s camp, the resident shrewdly suggested,
that if the mabarajahh desired to maintain this dis-
tance between the two camps, it would he better
that his highness should himself mnake a movement
for the purpose. To this Seindia expressed him-
self averse, and (according to his own declaration)
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his aversion had a most creditable origin, being
founrded on his promise to Mr. Jeukins to wait in
tlic position which hie now oceupied for the arrival of
Coloncel Close—so sacred did Scindia deem a pro-
mise, cven though the person to whom it was made
was willing to relicve him from the obligation, to an
extent which would enable him to cftect a purpose
which he professed to think jmportant.  Scindia at
length expressed himself satisfied, and adverting to
the presence of Dappoogee Scindia in the neigh-
bourhoed, intimated an intention of visiting him.
The resident was silent till his opinion of the medi-
tated visit was asked. He then referred to the
malarajab’s sensc of propriety, to determine whether
or not it was advisabte to visit a man whose traitor-
ous “‘conduct had placed him in the position of an
enemy to the British government.  Scindia mani-
fested his respect for that government, and his ve-
gard for the opinion of its representative, by paying
his promised visit to Bappoogee Scindia on the same
evening.

On the 14th of April the arrival of Ameer Khan
was announced to the British representative, as a
preparative to the publie reeeption of the respect-
able frechooter and temporary associate of Hoikar;
and as it was necegsary to devise a plansible pretext
for recciving him, it was stated that Scindia su)-
posed that Amecr Khan had been dispatched by
Holkar with views corresponding with those which
had led to the mission of Shirzec Rao from the
camp of Seindia to Bhurtpore. Two days after-
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wards Scindia sent to cougratulate the resident on
thie eonelusion of peace hetween the Dritish govern-
ment and Bhurtpore.  The person who was on this
oceasion the organ of Scindin’s politeness took oe-
casiom to iutimate that Holkar had resolved to
renew lis attack on the Company’s territories, hut
had abandoned his intention at the persuasion of
Shirzee Rao; that Holkar had consented to aceept
the mediation of Secindia, and, ju company with
Shirzee Rao, was on bis way to Scindia’s camp, On
the following day he arrived with all his remaining
force, and was immediately visited by Seindia and
Lis principal officers.  This ceremony was preeeded
by a very characteristie specimen of Mahratta du-
plicity and insolence. Scindia dispatched a message
to Mr. Jenkins, intimating that lie was surprised by
the sudden arrival of Holkar; that lhie had desired
that ehief not to eross the Chumbul, hut that the
request having been disregarded, Scindia was com-
pelled to visit him; and that it was his particular
wisgh that the British representative should be pre-
sent at the mecting. The resident answered by
pointing out the extreme impropricty of the request,
and observing that Secindia’s  intended visit was
utterly incounsistent with the relations subsisting
Letween him and the British government.

The resident, in regard to the duty which he
owed to the government represented by him, did
not, therefore, attend the augpicious interview be-
tween the two Mahratta chiefs, whose hereditary
and personal quarrels were now suspended, to en-
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able them to combine against a common object of
hatred. Dut he was soon summoned to an interview,
at which various attempts were made to prevail on
him to helieve that all that had occurred was occa-
sioned by a sincere regard to promote the peace of
India. The servants of Scindia descanted on this
theme with their habitual flueney, till disconecerted
by a remark thrown out by Mr. Jenkins, that since
the approach of the troops of an ally within twenty
coss had lately created so mueh uneasiness in the
mind of Scindia, it could not fail to excite surprise
to find the army of his highness encamped in union
with that of the common enemy.

1lolkar had not long occupied his proximate posi-
tion to Scindia before he manifested his power by
seizing the person of Ambajee Inglia.  This act
was intended to extort a contribution, and it appears
to have succeeded to the extent of obtaining a pro-
mise from Ambajec of the payment of fifty laes.
Ambajee was at this time in the service of Scindia,
and apparently in his confidence; yet the chief did
not interfere to protect his servant from plunder.
His conduct in this respect seems to have decided,
in the mind of the commander-in-chief, the ques-
tion in what relation Seindia stood towards the
British government; and he suggested that the
British resident should take the earliest practicable
opportunity of quitting Seindia’s camp.  On the 21st
of April, the commander-in-chief being now relieved
from anxiety with regard to Bhurtpore, quitted that
place with the whole of the army under his personal
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command, and marched in the direction where it
was evident his services were about to be re-
quired. Ilis previous suceess had been rewarded
by a peerage, and he now bore the title of Lord
Lake.

On his march Lord Lake reccived a letter from
Seindia, referring to the treaty of peace concluded
with him, and stating that ever sinee its conelusion
the friendship between the two states had heen
progressively inereasing. “ The object of the treaty,”
said Scindia, “ was to give peace to the country and
quict to its inhabitants; and with a view to this
object, friendship was established between all the
different chiefs and the DBritish government. Jes-
wunt Rao Holkar alone remains to be setiled with;
amd for the purpose of settling disputes between
Holkar and the British government, and concluding
a peace between them, I have marched from the
city of Borhampore, and have amived at Subdul-
ghur;” he having formerly professed to be actuated
by very different views. The letter then adverted
to the war between the Company’s government, and
the Rajah of Bhurtpore, and to the steps taken by
Lim in regard to it—omitting, however, all notice
of Seindia’s endeavours to induce the Rajah to re-
engage in war.  But the alleged services of Scindia
in restraining Holkar from ravaging the Company’s
territories were not forgotten; and the remainder
of the letter was employed in commending its bearer
to the British commander, as “ a man of sense,” and
one enjoying Seindia’s “ confidence;” with recom-
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mendations to negotiate with Holkar, and to abstain crap. XX
from molesting him. The answer of Lord Lake —~
was such as became a British officer. It exposed
the flimsy pretences under which Seindia songht to
veil his enmity; apprized him that Mr. Jenkins
had Been instructed to withdraw from his camp;
and intimated that the British government would
consider Scindia responsible in his own person, in
his family, his ministers, and his servants, for the
safe and ummnolested journcy of its representative,
with his attendants and property, to the nearest
British camp.

Between the dispateh of Seindia’s letter and the
receipt of Lord Lake’s answer Mr. Jenkins had, in
compliance with previous instructions from the com-
mander-in-chicf, requested an andience of Scindia,
for the purpose of formally demanding the retire-
ment of the chieftain from the position which he
occupied, and his separation from Helkar, Scindia
appointed a time for receiving the British resident:
and the latter, with a view to placing Secindia in a
situation to afford a satisfactory answer, transmitted
a memorial, embodying the principal facts which he
intended to urge at the approaching audience. At
the time appointed, however, Scindia neither af-
forded the promised interview, nor amswered the
memorial.  Great coufusion and no inconsiderable
portion of alarm was now felt in Seindia’s camy,
from a report which prevailed that the DBritish
troops werc in the vicinity ; and on the morning of

the 28th April the armies both of Scindin and A D. 1305
2x2
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Holkar retreated with the utmost precipitation in
the dircction of Sheopore, a town situate a short
distanee south of the Chumbul, on the road to
Kotalh, and about fifty miles north-cast of that
place.  They marched on that day twenty miles, on
the following day fourtcen, and on the third day
arrived at Sheopore.  Their route lay along the
banks of the Chinmbul, over deep ravines: the dif-
fienlties and fatigne of the march were aggravated
by excessive heat and the want of water, and con-
siderable numbers of the troops of Dhoth ehiefs
perished.

It will be rceollected that, on the approach of
Seindia towards Bhurtpore, vigorons measures had
heen adopted for placing the British forees through-
out India in n eondition for carrying on the opera-
tions of war with effcet.  Under the orders issned
for this purpose, Colonel Cloze had directed Colonel
Ialiburton, commanding the Hyderabad subsidiary
foree, to advance to Moolapore, there to be joined
by the Poona subsidiary force under Colonel Wal-
lace. At Fort St. George it was deemed advisable
to assemble a considerable force in the ceded dis-
triets. A call was wade upon the Dewan of My-
sore to take the field with a body of the Rajal’s
troops, to which ecall he  promptly responded ;
and a body of Silladar horse in the scrvice of the
Rajah was to join the British troops te be assem-
bled at Bellary, in the ceded districts. At Bombay
equal activity was displaved in complying with the
orders of the governor-general for reinforcing Co-
lonel Woodineton in Guzerat.  DBut the retreat of
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Scindia and his Mabratta colleague from Subdul-
ghur was assigned as a reason for modifying the
instructions under which these arrangements had
been made. The government of Fort St. George
was directed to suspend its preparations, to distri-
bute the army of the presideney in its usual stations,
and to proceed immediately to withdraw from the
Dececan all corps and establishments whichh might
be extra to the field establishment of the subsidiary
forees serving with the Peishwa and the Nizam.
The extra battalions on the cstablishment of the
presidency were also to be redueed, and every prac-
ticable diminution of cxpense cifected. Colonel
Close had commenced his return to Moolapore, to
fake the command of the army to be assembled
there. On bis way he received a copy of the in-
struetions forwarded to Fort St. George, with orders
to carry into effect such parts of them as might
depend upon the exercise of his authority. The
extraordinary military and politieal powers vested
in him were at the same time withdrawn; and he
was directed to return to Poona, to resume his
duties as resident at the court of the Peishwa.  Tn-
structions similar in character were forwarded to
Bombay, and on the authorities of this presidency
the necessity of economy was urgently cnforced.
The troops in Guzerat were to be cantoned, in
order to avoid the expense of field allowances: and
no field expenses were to be incurred without the

special sanetion of the government of Bengal, except
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under circumstances of urgent and uncontrollable
neeessity.

The pacific and economical policy now adopted
was extended to the army of Lord Lake.  Seindia
and Iloltkar were to fly withont disturbance and
without alarm. The commander-tu-chief was in-
strueted not to pursue the retreating forees of the
chiefs confederated against the Dritish government,
and who held in durance a congiderable number of
its subjects, but to dircet his attention to the neeces-
sury arrangements for cantoning his troops.  The
Bombay army, under General Jones, was to proceed
to Rampoorah, on its return to Guzerat; and all
the irregular corps in the Dritish serviee were to be
redoeed. At the time, however, when these orders
were issued permanent tranqaillity was not expeet-
ed s for the probability of a renewal of hostilities at
no distant period was distinetly noticed, and, as far
as the preseribed reductions would admit, provided
for.

The policy of allowing an open enemy and a
treacherous ally to enjoy for a time immunity from
retribution was not that whieh for some years had
heen pursued in Indin—it was not that which had
raised the Dritish power to the lofty position which
it had attained. The change cannot fail to excite
ingniry as to its cause. The answer is, that the
policy now pursued was not the policy of the Marquis
Wellesley. 1t was that of the home authorities;
the result of that blind reverence for native princes,
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whatever their character or deserts, which had so
long prevailed in England, and of a fatuitous de-
sire to save money under all cirenmstances, however
indispensable its expenditure miglt be to the honour
and interests of government. The subject has al-
ready been adverted to, and further notice is here
unnccessary, It should be added, however, that
the Marquis Wellesley’s administration was ap-
proaching its conclusion.  Ilis successor was on the
sea, commissioned to dispel, if possible, the remem-
brance of all the glories which had irradiated the
brightest period of England’s connection with India,
and to surrender a large share of the solid advan-
tages which had been gained; to throw back the
country into the anarchy under which it had so long
groaned, and to lay the foundation of future alarms,
future wars, and future expenses of fearful amount.
The governor-general felt that he could not expeet
to complete any large and extensive plan, similar to
those upon which he had been accustomed to act,
and, pressed by representations from home of o tone
and character peculiarly annoying to a noble spirit,
he resolved to suspend operations, leaving his sue-
cessor in a condition to resume them if he should
think proper, or if his instruction should permit
such a course. Such is the explanation of the extra-
ordinary change which has been related.

Scindia had fled with his companion Holkar. The
British territories were not menaced; aud though
chastisement was deferred, it did not nccessarily
follow that it was altogether abandoned.  But the

CHAPD.

"
g



CHAP. XX,

002 IIISTORY OF TIE

flying confederates had carried with them the Bri-
tish resideney deputed to one of them, and the safety
of the resident and his attendants was an object of
interest.  On transmitting to Scindia Lord Lake’s
reply to the chicftain’s letter, Mr, Jenking adverted
to the instructions which he had reecived to witl-
draw, and requested to be informed of the arrange-
ments which the maharajab might be pleased to
make for the purpose of facilitating his departure.
Seindia replied that, as his minister, Shirzee Rao,
was absent, he could not return a deecided answer,
but that in the course of two or three days a reply
to Lord Lake's letter would be prepared.  The
resident shortly afterwards renewed the application,
expressing his dissatistaction ai being prevented from
complyiug with the orders of the commander-in-chief,
and intimating that the cause assigned for delay was
inapplicable to the easc; inasmuch as Lord Lake did
not expeet any answer to his letter, but would he
justly swrprised if the Dritish representative at
Scindin’s court were not permitted to obey the
orders of his own government. Mr. Jenkins further
pointed out the propriety of his departure taking
place with the sanetion and under the protection of
Seindia; that established usage. as well as the prin-
ciples of justice and public faith, required that a
person in his situation should be entirely free from
restraint ; and that a conununication of Scindia’s
intentions was necessary to enable the resident to
exculpate himself from the charge of a voluntary
deviation from orders which he was bound to obey.
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Nothing satisfactory followed this representation,
but Mr. Jenkins was informed that a copy of the
commander-in-chief’s letter, together with the sub-
stance of Mr. Jenking’s messages on the subject of
his departure, had been communicated to the minis-
ter, Shirzee Rao.  To abate the resident’s solicitude
to withdraw, the Mahratta officers expatiated with
much power on the dangers te which he would be
exposed from the state of the country between
Scindia’s camp and the head-quarters of the British
army. 1o these representations Mr. Jenkins had a
ready answer—that whenever a day should be fixed
for his departure, the commander-in-chief would
dispateh a force to meet him, and that he should
require a convoy of Scindia’s cavalry merely to shew
that he had the maharajal’s protection, and not to
repel any danger.  This produced a representation
that the advance of a British force was unnecessary,
for that whenever the departure should take place,
exclusively of about a thousand horse to be furnished
in equal proportions by Seindia and Holkar, the
British resident should receive the protection of any
force of infantry and guns that he might desire, and
that for his safe conduct to the head-quarters of
the Dritish army the maharajah would be fnlly re-
sponsible.

On the 10th of May, the confederates recom-
menced their mareh in the direetion of Kotali, with-
out dismissing the British restdency. Mr. Jenkius
had previously suggested, with reference to the sys-
tematic cvasion and delay which characterize the
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proccedings of a Mahratta court, that the com-
mander-in-chief should address a separate letter to
Scindin, the objeet of whieh should be limited to
the demand of safe conduet for the resident and the
gentlemen of the residency to the British eamp.
Lord Lake acted on the suggestion—the letter was
transmitted, and the applieation met with the same
suceess which had attended former demands of the
same deseription.®

The confederated chicfs continued to move in a
westerly direction towards Ajmeer.  Their progress
was marked by some extraordinary events: the first
to be noticed demonstrates the power of Holkar in a
manner not less decided than the scizure by that
chief of Ambajee Inglia. DBaptiste, already men-
tioned as in the service of Seindia, had made him-
self obnoxious to the wrath of Holkar, and, it was
said, meditated the seizure of that chieftain’s person.

* 'The letter of Lord Lake was characterized by soldier-like
brevity and decision ; had it been supported by his lordship’s ad-
vance, it could scareely have failed to produce the desired cffect.
The following is a translation of it :—** 1 have already written to
your highness a reply to vour letter, requesting that your high-
ness would give safe conduct to Mr. Jenkins, and the other gen-
tlemen attached to the residency at your highness’s court, to the
camp of the British army; but thus has not litherto taken place,
and your highness appeurs disposed to delay and evade this requi-
sition. Rao Gopaul Junnadur, whom you dispatched to me, has
been desired to return from the middle of bis way. Advertingto
your highness’s cvasion and delay, I again write to your highness
with the pen of friendship, to request that you will cause those
gentlernen to reach me in safety; until which time I shall con-
sider your highness and your adherents to be responsible for their
lives and property, and for their protection from insult,”
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The spirit of vengeance thus roused in Ilolkar’s
breast found gratification iu the apprehension of his
encimy, who was immediately subjected to one of
those barbarous inflictions of which native aunals
afford so many instances. The unhappy prisoner
was deprived of sight. He did not long endure the
misery of the privation, the outrage leading to his
death.  Thus did Holkar, the encmy of the British
state, act towards a scrvant of Secindia, its pre-
tended ally ; and Scindia submitted.

A still more remarkable cvent followed, if any
thing ean be regarded as remarkable in a Mahratta
court. Ambajee Inglia having been subjected to
the process of plunder, and the plunder having been
sccured, was released from the restraint imposed
upon him for the purpose of drawing forth a contri-
bution. This was not very remarkable. The ob-
jeet being attained, the means by which it was to be
procurcd were discontinued as no longer nceessary.
But the liberation of Ambajee Inglia was followed
by cxtraordinary honour. e was received by Sein-
dia with the highest degree of respect and attention,
and the ceremony of his reception was regarded as
an indication of his intended appointment to the
charge of the executive authority in place of Shirzee
Rao. Such instances of capricious change are, in-
deed, but ordinary events ameng the Mahrattas ™

¥ The character of thiz pcople has been illustrated in the pro-
gress of this work sufficiently, perhaps, to render unnccessary
any endeavour to throw further light upon it. But it may not
be uninteresting to sce their character drawn by one of themselves.
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In the meantime the British resideney renained
virtually, though not apparently, in a state of imypri-

Captain Sydenham, acting resident at Poona, in a letter dated
the 27th of May, 18053, gives the following report of some re-
marks made by the Peishwa, called forth by the relative circum-
stances of some of the Mahratta states and the Diritish govern-
ment. His highness,” says Captain Sydenham, * addressed
me nearly in the following terms, as far as my recollection serves
me :—° Your pathsund those of the Mahrattus are different ; your
way is open and straight—theirs is crooked and concealed. When
vou have a friend you are friendly; when vou have an enemy you
shew your enmity and destroy him ; but sometimes your enmity
ends in friendship—their friendship always ends in enmity. 1 know
you both; 1 have tried you both; and I speak from what I have
felt. 'These men with turbans who were my servants sought my
ruin; vou, who wear hats and are foreigners, saved me from
destruction and gave me back my throne, While they were here
I was insulted and oppressed; now that you are here 1 am at
repose and do as T please.  They took from their master crores
of rupees and still asked more; you have spent crores of rupees
for a friend and demand no return. Of the persons involved
in the existing wars and intrigues, the Peishwa said—* ¢ Between
Seindia and Holkar this 18 the difference—Secindia is a weak,
foolish boy, who 1s himself incapable of government, and is led by
the advice of others. If his servants advise well, he acts well;
if his servants advise ill, he acts ill; great crimes are committed
by his government, but he himself is faultless. Holkar is a bad
man from his heart; he loves dizorder ; he hates repose. What-
ever he does proceeds from himself; heis u monster who must be
destroyed.  Shirzee Rao Ghatgay is almost worse thin Holkar,
While these men have power there cannot be repose; though
they should have only a hundred men, still they would cxcite
disorder. These are the men whe have brought Scindia into
difficulties, and in the end will ruin him. Let Lord Wellesley
extirpate the guardians, but let the child be preserved. The
Company must give Scindia good counsellors, and must keep its
army at Oujein; all will then be quiet.””

The traits of Mahratta character noticed in the former part of
the above quotation are, it must be admitted, faithfully portrayed:

3y
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sonment. The commander-in-chicf again demanded
their release; and ultimately the governor-general
addressed a letter to Scindia, requiring their dismis-
sion within fourteen davs from the receipt of the
letter. Tt was dated the 25th July. On the 30th
the Marquis Wellesley signed his last despateh to
the Seerct Committee of the Court of Dircetors;
and at six o'clock on the cvening of that day, a
sajute from the Dbattery anmnounced that he was
supcrsceded in his high funetions by the arrival of the
Marquis Cornwallis.

The policy pursued by the Marquis Wellesley has
already been reviewed in reference to every im-
portant act of his government, excepting the Mal-
ratta war. A few observations on this, and on the
circumstances out of which it arose, are demanded,
not so much by the difliculty of rightly deeiding, as
by the misrepresentations in which the subject was
20 long enshrouded. It was the misfortune of the
Marquis Wellesley that, during the latter years of

but the sincerity of the painter is more than questionable, The
Mahratta prince was himsclf probably displaying some of the
more striking qualities of his countryinen,  ** Mahrattas wishing
to be politic,” suys Captain Duff, ** always disparage themsclves,
aml in addressing a Furopean nothing is more common than to
speak of themselves as a treacherous, deceitful race of murauders,
on whom no dependance should be pliced. One unacquainted
with their manncrs, or who has superficially observed them, would
not readily suppose that they merely intend an iudirect compli-
ment, knowing how highly truth and plain dealing are estimated
among us.”—History of Mahrattas, vol. iii. page 151.

Thus it appears that the Mahratta character is true to nothing
but its own inherent depravity.

CHAP. XX.
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Lis administration, he was never cordially supported
from home:; and those whe should have afforded to
him countenance and encouragement were but too
often ready to join individuals who reviled a policy
which they were unable to understand, or who from
personal or party motives made that poliey an object
of attack. This observation does not apply peculiarly
to the authority in direet communication with the
governments in India. The conduct of the King's
government on various occasions was not such as
the governor-gencral had reason to expect or ought
to have experienced.®* Time, however, the best
vindieator of the truly great, has well performed his
office with regard to the policy pursued by the Mar-
quis Wellesley.

Those who have taken up their opinions from the
statements of the marquis’s enemies will feel asto-
nishment at the assertion that his policy was essen-
tially pacific. Yet such was the fact. IHis main
object—that to which all his measures were directed,
was to preserve the peace of India.  After many
probable causes of disturbance had been overcome,
one caleulated to excite constant and deep appre-
hensions remained in the Mahratta confederacy. The
Marquis Wellesleyv sought to remove this by uniting
the chief of the Mahratta association in a defensive

* Lord Castlereagh, while President of the Board of Commis-
sioners fur the Atfairs of India, signalized himself by writing some
diffusc notes upon Mahratta affuirs, which will long be kept in
memory, by the demolition which they received at the hands of

the Duke of Wellington, then Major-General Wellesley. Both
papers will be found in volume v. of the Wellesley Despatches.
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alliance with the DBritish government. DBut the
Peishwa, very much in accordance with the custom
of the Mahrattas, was in subjection to a chief nomi-
nally dependant upon him. It was not for the in-
terest of that chief that such a conneetion should be
formed, and in consequence repeated overtures from
the Dritish government were rejected or evaded.
These overtures were not only in conformity with
the general policy of the Marquis Wellesley, but
they had reference to a particular object—the pro-
tection of the Nizam, on whom the Mahrattas made
claims which, at any fuvourable opportunity, they
were ready to assert by arms.  They might have
been defeated by the employment of a British foree;
but those most loud in denouncing the policy pur-
sued in this instance will searccly deny that it is
better to prevent invasion than to have occasion to
repel it.

The circumstances which led to the treaty of
Bassein have been too recently noticed to nced
repetition. Those eircumstances afforded the go-
vernor-general the opportunity so long sought, and
previously so vainly, of bringing the Peishwa within
the pale of British alliance. By the interference of
the Company’s government the Peishwa was re-
stored to his dignity, and to more of actual power
than he had been accustomed to enjoy. DBut he
could not have maintained himself on the throne
without the aid of the power that placed him there;
and this of necessity gave to that power a high de-
grce of influence at his court. The existence of
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enar. Xx. this influenee eould uot fail to he displeasing to

those with whose ambitious projects it interfered:
to Seindia, who wished to keep the Peishwa in a
state of pupilage to himself; to Holkar, who had a
rival Peishwa under his protection, whom he in-
tended to manage for his own benefit, in the manner
which Scindia had practised with regard to Bajee
Rao; to the Rujul of Berar, who assuined, in virtue
of his aflinity to the Rajah of Sattara, to excreise
the chief exccutive power in the Mahratta state.
In the feelings of these partics originated the wars
which ensued; and it may be asked, did the DMar-
quis Wellesley foresee the conscquences of  the
treaty with the Peishwa? and if so, did he aet, wisely
in risking them?

In regard to the first inquiry, he could not hut
foresee that to render the Dritish influence predo-
minant at I'oona would be offensive to all who
wished to exercise their own.  This might be fore-
scen as certain.  Dut that the malcontents should
have recourse to arms, in the hope of winning back
that which they bad lost, or of obtaining that
to which they aspired, could only he foreseen as
possible. Tt did not follow that because Scindia
was discontented, he would engage in a contest in
whieh he must almost have felt sure that he should
be worsted; nor that the Rajah of Berar should
take a similar course with similur prospects; nor
that ITolkar should persist in proveking a power
which had the means of altogether crushing him:
amd the probability was not great that these parties,
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with sepavate and hostile interests, should unite to cmar. xx.
dispossess the English of authority, the exereise of =
which would fmmediately beecome a souree of dis-
putes mmong themselves.  Nor, in faet, did they ever
go nnite.  While Seindia and the Rajah of Berar
were in arms against the English, Holkar kept aloof.
When Secindia and Holkar united, the Rajah of
Berar, though not indisposed to join them, was de-
terred either by his fears or his jealousy from adopt-
ing such a course. When the treaty of Basscin was
concluded, it must have heen obyvious to all persous
acquainted with Mahratta aflairs that some discon-
tent would be excited among the inferior members
of the confederacy: but whether or not that dis-
content would manifest itself in open acts of hos-
titity, and if it should, at what precise period the
manifestation would take place, could be reasonably
predieted by no one. The Marquiz Wellesley was
not without hope that other members of the Mal-
ratta confederacy might, like the Peishwa, be in-
dueed to accept of an English allianee; and the
llope was not unwarranted.  Few native states have
entered into such alliances from pure frienship—
the connection has for the most part been the ofi-
spring of convenience; and it was not improbable
that other Mahratta chicftains might be anxious
to secure to their own power that stability which
British protection had given to the authority of the
Peislrwa,  In the East, as clsewhere—perhaps far
more than elsewhere—power hegets power, and
suceess concilintes followers.  Even the lawless
VOL. IIL. 20



CHAP. XX.

H62 NISTORY OF THE

spirit. of a Mualiatta bends before rising and pro-
gressive greatiness,

If, however, the actual series of events that fol-
lowed the conelusion of the treaty of Busscin could
have been distinctly foreseen to be certain and in-
evitable consequences of the treaty, the poliey of
that treaty would remain unimpugned.  The Mal-
rattas were dangerous neighbours— dangerous to
the Dritish government, dangerous to its ally the
Nizam.  Freehbooters by profession, they would
never fail to find occasion for invading any state
or territory where even temporary advantage was
likely to ensue.  Wherever their influence extend-
cd
of India—there existed the clements of discord,

and its extent was nearly co-equal with that

waiting but the will of the most unprineipled of
men to bring them inte action.  To hope for the
maintenance of the peace of India while the Mah-
rattas were free from restraint was absurd,  An
opportunity offered for forming an alliance with
their head, and thus obtaining the right and the
power of enforeing, with regard to that prince at
least, the Jaws and usages of civilized men. It was
embraced; and the governor-general who, even in
the full eonvietion that war would follow, should
have suflered it to pass unimproved would have
been gutlty of a gross dereliction of duty. It be-
comes not the character of the British government

to engage in an unjust war—as little is it becoming
to decline a just and unccessary one.  The mferior

Mahiatta ehiefs had no reasonable ground for dis-
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content s and unreasonable dissatisfaction ought not
to e permitted to stand in the way of great and
beneficial measures.

The war, too, was not without obvious advantage

assuming the probability of conducting it with
success—in the prospect which it afforded of redue-
ing the French power, which, under the proteetion
of Scindia, had grown to a size and strength for-
midable even to Scindia bimself, and whiel, so long
as it existed, wonld be a eonstant gromnd of alarm
and danger to the Dritish.  The danger being past,
it is casy to laugh at the fears formerly expressed
with regard to Irench aseendeney in India, but
at the time of the Marquis Wellesley’s adminis-
tration the fear was not eclimerieal. A plan had
been suggested for the establishment of a widely
gpread I'rench dominion, to be carried on in the
name, and under the nominal authority, of the un-
fortunate emperor Shah Allam.  The wreek of the
Mahometan empire was to form the foundation of
a new European one.  The plan may be derided as
extravagant: but those who feel inclined to tuke
this view should previously refleet on the extra-
ordinary carcer of both the Freneh and English in
India, more especially the latter, and on that of
the former nation in Europe.  The humble guise in
which the English first appeared in India aflorded
no token of their future grandeur.  Amid the early
extravagancies of the I'rench revolution it would have
been difficult to gather indications of the approach-

ing subjection of the continent of Europe to the
202
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people among whom those extravaganeics were per-
petrated.

The prejudice which determines that in all trans-
actions with the native states of Tridia England s in
the wrong, has ealled forth two abjections to the
treaty of Bassein and its efivets. The first is almost
tudierons. It has heen argued—and by a nuan
whose life was passed in high office #—that as the
Peishwa was hut the head of a eonfederation, no
treaty ought to have been eoncluded with him with-
out the econsent of the remaining members.  Such
an  objection scarcely deserves an answer.  The
relations of the different members of the Mahratta
confederacy were but nominal.  No one respected
them when any sufficient object was to be promoted
by forgetting them. The Peishwa himself, supreme
as he is somctimes represented, wag, according to
the fiction on which the confederaey was Dased,
only a servant.  ITis master, the Rajulr of Sattara,
be kept not only in dependanee but under restraint §
although at certain scasons he made show of offering
tokens of homage, and on oecasion of war never
took the field without asking permnission of the man
whom he mocked by his aftected allegiance.  That
which the Peishwa had cffeeted with regard to his
superior, other chiefs were desirons of pursuing
with regard to him; and they sometimes sueeceded.
The TPeishwa raled liis master. and Scindia for a

* The late Marquis of Londondery, when Vizcount Castlereagh
and President of the Board of Commissioners for the Affaivs of
India.
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scason ruled the Peishwa; while the Rajah of Berar
aspired to the authority nominally enjoyed by one
and actually exereised by the other of these chiefs.
The entire system was, practically, a series of usurpa-
tions, and to claim respeet for the constitution of
the Mahratta confederacy as desceribed in words, ¢

—
@+

though it had a real existence, is the efleet cither of

ignoranee or of a1 wilful intention to mislead.

The second objection to be noticed s this—that
the conduct of the British government in secking to
obtain influence over the Peishwa was but the same
as that of Scindia, who had previousiy exercised that
influence.  The answer is, that the one party exer-
cised for good purposcs the power acquired, the
other exereised it for evil purposes.  Any attempt to
represcut the objeet of the contending parties as the
same must fail. No one will pretend that Scindia
had any other ohject than personal advantage. No
one can fail to pereeive that the governor-general
could have no sueh objeet, and that his country
gained nothing but an additional security for the
safety of her own domninions, and for the mainten-
ance ultimately, it not immediately, of general peace.
In this Tatter object the Mahratta states had an in-
terest not inferior to that of Great Dritain.  These
chiefs did not, indeed, recognize it but this does
not invalidate the position that sueh was the faet.
Those who live Dy the practice of dishonest arts
will he slow to wdmit that they would heeome hap-
pier as weil as better men by turning to respectuble
modes of life ; but the truth i not disproved by their
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inscnsibility to it.  So the Mahrattas, living by dis-
turbance und plunder, might believe disturbance and
plander to be essentiad to their well-being; Dbut it
was not thus essentianl because their distorted moral
views Jed them to believe it. The arts of industry
and peace are far better instruments of prosperity
and wealth than those of rapine; and he must be
deeply imbued with the Anti-British prejudicc in
respeet to India, who can think any wrong was in-
flicted upon the Mahrattas by attempting to Dbring
them to an outward observance, if not to an inward
convietion of the value, of the laws of peace and
honesty. The Malrattas, from the commencement
of their existence as a people, had heen continuatly
engaged in the occupation of plundering; yet they
had aceamulated no wealth.  Ever appropriating to
themselves the property of others, they were ever
in want.  The lessous of experience, however, were
lost on these native freebooters, as they usually are
on individual eriminals; and lost they must be, not
less, on him who ean maintain even the possibility
of the Mahrattas having been injured by the change
which it was the tendeney of Dritish policy to in-
troduce among them.

The sum of the arguiment that has heen adduced
is this: that the conelusion of the treaty of Dassein
was expedient, and that it invelved no vielation of
right or justice—that the consequences which actu-
ally followed could not have been certainly foreseen,
though they might have been apprehended ; but that,
had they bheen forescen, they ought to have been in-
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cwrred.  DPassing on to the consideration of the
actual results of the wars which ensued, we find, at
the period at which we have mrived, Scindia and the
Rajalrof Berar, two of the most dangerous of the Mah-
ratta chieftaius, deprived of considerable power and
dominion, and the latter, with his defeated collcague
Holkar, in flight from the British arms; the Freneh
power annihilated ; the emperor rescucd from the
hands of those who abused the posscssion of lis
person and nominal authority to their own pur-
poses 5 a considerable number of minor states hronght
from under a dominion adverse to the Dritish go-
vernnent and placed beneath its proteetion s the
British territory not only extended, but strengthened
and rendered more defensible; and the Dritish go-
vernment assnming that position to which the course
of events had long impelted it, but from which the
weakness of those by whown it had been eonducted had
kept it back—that of the great predominant power
of India. The accomplishment of this ohject was
reserved for the Marquis Wellestey,  ITe saw what
sonie of his predecessors could not or would not
discern—that the Dritish government could wuot,
cither with safety or with honour, oceupy a sccondary
Place among the states of Indin—that it must he
first or nothing

and he had the vigour and the
ability to aet upon the pereeption.

The only rational ohjection ever taken to his ad-
ministration is on the gronnd of its expense. Dut
if the expense he viewed in conneetion with what
was achieved, not merely of hrilliant reputation, Tt
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of solid advantage, 1t will be found to be the clicapest
administration that ever existed in India.  Latterly
the views of the governor-general were in some de-
gree eramped by the repeated orders for retrench-
ment received trom home, and to this cireumstance,
among others, it is to be ascribed that the perfidy
of Scindia did not mect prompt and signal re-
tribution.

It Las heen said that the poliey of the Marquis
Wellesley was essentially pacifie, and such, in truth,
it was. Ile sought to gather the states of India
under the standard of the Dritish government, by
whom the balanee was to be held, the peaceable pro-
tected, and the ill-disposed restrained.  The system
of subsidiary allianees did not originate with him,
but hie greatly extended its operation,  On this system
some observations have been made in a former part
of this work, and though undoubtedly the system
is open to objections, it is difienlt to conceive by
what other means, in the existing state of India,
peace and order could be so effectually maintained.
I'n one of his despatches, after stating the extent of
the subsidiary forces supported in different states,
the Marquis Wellesley observes:— The position,
extent, and equipment of this military foree, con-
bined with the privilege which the Dritish govern-
ment possesscs of arbitrating differcuces and dissen-
sions Dbetween the several states with which it s
cortnected by the obligations of alliance, enables the
British power to control the causes of that internal
warfare which. during so long a ter of vears, hus
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desolated many of the most fertile provinces of
Tudia, Lias oceasioned a constant and hazardous flue-
tuation of power among the native states, has ¢n-
couraged a predatory and military spirit among the
inbabitants, and formed an inexhaunstible souree for
the supply of military adventurers prepared to join
the standard of any turbulent chieftian for the pur-
poses of amnbition, plunder, or rebellion.” It nray
be added, that the indirect eficet of European prin-
ciples and habits of thought, acting upon natives of
influcnce and authority through the representatives
of the British government, cannot fail to be bene-
ficial, although the developement may be slow.
* This empire,” says Sir John Malcolm, speaking of
that of Great Dritain in India, “ though rised by
the operation of many and various causes, has been
chiefly estabiished,andiust be coustantly maintained,
by the sword.,  DBut though we must continue to
govern as conguerors, it is our duty to make our
rule a benefit to mankind, and to carry among
those whom we have subdued the blessings of peace,
kuowledge, and improvement in all the arts of civi-
lized life; and at that stage which our power in
[ndia has attained, we shall probably find the accom-
plishment of such an object casier and more conducive
to our authority thau all the wars and contests in
which a selfish and neutral poliey can ever involve
our neighbours.”  He adds—* There would hardly
appear to be a greater or more noble objeet for the
exereise of human wisdon, or one more worthy of all

CIIAT. XX,
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the attention of a great state, than that of establish-
ing and maintaining, through the action of its influ-
cuce and power, union and tranquillity over a eon-
siderable portion of the globe; and of bringing to
nations whom it found involved in coutinual dis-
cord and war, the Dblessings of liarmony and peace.”
These were the views avowed and acted upon by the
Marquis Wellesley.  On the suspension of hostilities
with Seiiudia and the Rajah of Berar, he made the
following observations in reply to a congratulatory
address from the inhabitants of Caleutta :—* In the
termination of hostilities my solicitude has heen
dirceted to the hmportant purpose of eflfecting a
gcneral pacifieation of India on principles of reci-
procal justice and moderation.  The power, reputa-
tion, and dignity of the DBritish empire in India
will derive additional sceurity and lustre from the
establishment of peace and good order among the
native states. In the decline of iutrinsie strength
inferior states may, perhiaps, have gained a tempo-
rary safety by fomenting the discord of eontignous
powers. In any extremity such a poliey is unwar-
rantable and disgraceful, nor can permanent repose
be secured upon such preearious foundations in the
actual condition of this empire. I am happy to
declare that the concord of the established native
states, the independence of their separate authorities,
the internal peace of their respective dominions, and
the tranquillity and happiness of their respeetive
subjects, will tend to confirm and to fortify the
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power and resources of the British government, and
must constitute the most desirable objects of the
British policy in Iudia.”

Wlhile the preceding pages were passing through
the press, the hand of death removed beyond the
reaclh of carthly praise or ecnsure the great man
whose policy they are designed to illustrate. Ile
Lad survived the events in which he was the chief
actor so long, that even during his life those events
could be contemplated with that calm sobriety of
Judgmeut which distance only can ensure. He is now
numbered with his predecessors, and the voice of
public gratitude, tardily arvoused, but powerfully
exerted, falls upon an ear unconseious of its utter-
ance.

The judgment of the aunthor of this work upon
the chief acts of the Marquis Wellesley’s adminis-
tration has been so freely and so frequently ex-
pressed in the course of the narrative, that it can
scarcely be necessary to enter at large into any
further discussion of those acts; and had the life of
the revered statesman been longer spaved, the vo-
Inme would have ended with the words above quoted
from himself. 1lis death scems to ecall for a few
remarks upon his character; and though it is a
painful task to sit in judgment upon a mighty spirit
which has scarcely left its carthly tencment, the
author does not feel justified in declining it.
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The nuvivalled brilliancey of the Marquis Welles-
ley’s administration has perhaps tended to obsenre
the rare qualitics which led to its success. The first
of those qualitics was his extraordinary sagacity.
e saw the true position of the Dritish govermnent
in India

a vision withleld not only from his pre-
decessors, but from his contemporaries. Tt is eoni-
mon to say of the great minds whose genins stands
out in bold relief amid universal tameness, that they
are beyowd their age; and if ever this were true
of living man, it is of the Marquis Wellesley.  1lis
mind was not led eaptive by words—it was not to
Le trammelled by conventional opinions.  1le nei-
ther gave credence to the prevailing cant of his
time on the subject of India, nor affected to give
credence to ity and this leads to the notice of an-
other striking point of his character—the manly
boldness with which lhe avowed and maintained
opinions not lightly formed, and which he therefore
felt were not lightly to be abandoned.

The vigour with which hie carried into action the
great plans which his genius suggested is scareely
tess remarkable than his sagacity.  When resolved
to strike a blow at Mysore, he was met by difli-
culties which ordinary minds would have deemed
insuperable, e determined that they should he
overcome, and they were overcome. The same
determination of purpose—the same  uushrinking
energy, are manifested in his transactions with Arcot,
with Ounde. with the Peishwa. and indeed in all the
prineipal acts of his government.  Like alt truly

<
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great men, he was not the slave of cirenmstances—
he made eircumstances promote lis purposes.
Eminent talents are a blessing or a curse alike to
their possessor and to the world, according to the
use made of them.  Those of the Marquis Welles-
ley were invariably directed to the highest and best
ends—the promotion of peace, of the interests of
the two countries with which he was eoncerned,

with one by birth and with both by oflice—and to
the happiness of mankind. e laid in Tndia the
foundations of peace and inereasing prosperity, and
if the supevstructure were not completed in aceond-
ance with the original design, the erime rests on
the heads of others.

It is not less remarkable than landable that a mind
so vigoroug and determined should, in the exercise
of almost boundless power, have been kept in con-
stant. subjection to the dictates of justice. That he
thus withstood the temptations of his position is a
proof of the possession of moral strength propor-
tioned to his intelleetual ability.

To his disinterestedniess it is perhaps less necessary
to advert, as the sordid vices are rarcly associated
witll geniug; but the unhappy exmuple of some of
his predeeccssors justifics some notice of his purity
in this respeet. They grasped at wealth, with little
regard to the means by which it was to he acquired,
or to the imputations which they might incur.  IHe
on one extraordinary oceasion recoiled from the ac-
ceptance of a large sum tendered to him under
circumstanees whiel would. to most minds, have
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appeared to justify its receipt, but which were not
such as could satisfy the sensitive honour which
ever governed him. The king, in the exercise of
his prerogative of disposing of prize, had deter-
mined to allot to the governor-general a lndred
thousand ponnds from the froits of the capture of
Seringapatam ; but the royal favour was declined,
hecause lie for whose henefit it was intended would
not enrieh himself at the expense of the brave
nien whose swords had won fov his and their coun-
try so noble a conquest.

The same delicacy which led him to decline his
Sovereign’s bounty was manifested after his return
to lkingland, in his steady refusal to accept office,
thongh repeatedly pressed upon him, =0 long as the
malignant charges made against him were sus-
pended over his head.  He held that a man against
whom such impatations were afloat ought not to
hiave place in his Majesty’s ecouncils.  When they
fell to the ground, he readily returned to the ser-
vice of lig country.

In describing the characters of great men, the
speck of Iuman infirmity, which is to he found in
all, should not he passed over.  The Marquis Wel-
lesley was ambitious; but his ambition sought gra-
tification not in mere personal agorandizenment, but
in connecting Inis own fame with that of the lund
to which hie belonged, and of the government which
lie administered ; —in the diffusion of sound and
liberal knowledge, and the extension of the means
of happiness among millions of men who knew
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not his person, and some of them secarcely his
name.  That name is, however, stamped for ever
on their history.  The British Government in Tndia
may pass away—its duration, as far as human means
are concerned, will depend on the degree in which
the policy of the Marquis Wellesley is maintained
or abandoned—Dbut whatever its fate, or the length
of its existence, the name and memory of the great-
est statesman by whom it was ever administeved are
imperishable.
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