
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































13RITISH EMPIRE IN INDIA. 

< lat the killadar of Talneir, and the 
. her forts in Candeish, were in the lilt, 

sovereign and his minister. had lost all authority on" ' 
the object of these killadars was to keep possession of C '1:,' .", 

to which Holkar had relinquished all claim hy his cession of that 
I'tovin('(' t,) the British, for the assumption of which I possessed 
his w.w : '; that they had the support of our enemy the ex­
Peish", was in the vicinity of Candeish with a large force; 
R' " 'I . J leen. a chief who had also withdrawn him~elf frOlll 

Holkar, was in full march to join them with 4.00() 
<00 infantry, all'\ some guns, for the purpose of 
" their lawless proceedings, and of violating the 
"d been formed with the British power. 
,,' evident that these killadars, among whom was 
. were in a direct state of open rebellion; were ac-

,r own personal views of keeping to themselves a 
,)till' , belonged to us; that they acknowledged no au-

thorit) ,,.; and having placed themselves at the head of 
!Jodief ·!.s in opposition to all government. in a province 
which . !le time overrun with predatory horse, plunderers, 
and "' , they could come under no other denomination 
than , ,leTa of bandi tti, and were punishable as such . 

.. I': ,nlS the state of affairs on my reaching Candeish. 
The iul!. ,it" of the country, however, were aware of the ces-
lion of which I had come to take possession. and acknowledged 
~e British authority. On my arrival at Sindwah. the kiJIadar of 
that fort, who was not of the confederacy, satisfied himself of my 
Jowers, and yieldll.d up hiB fort; but. shortly after this. it was 
-eported to me by the zemindar of the country I was thell p"ssing 
:brough, that the killndar of TnIneir. which was the next fort on 
ny route, wae determined to resist the orders for him to give up 
tia fort. which he understood I had from Holkar; and on pro­
eeding further the accuracy of this report was proved, for the 
ick with the advanced guard of my army. whose line ofmareh 
lnavoidahly lay under the fire of the place, were actually firef! 
,pon. On inquiry. I !ound that the killadar had known of the 
ession some time before. but had made every preparation to 
ommit hostilitie~. The public functionaries and inhabitants of 

CHAP. XX\' . 
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CHAP. XXV. the adminit>tration which had been superseded 

tho battle of Mahidpore; that their sovereign a' 

the town met me on the road a few miles from the place, 
gave this information, stating at the same time their own c, 
"ubmis~ion to the British authority . 

.. 11. Notwithstanding this unwarrantable attack on my troops, 
at a period of entire peace with HoIkar, when the detachment 
was peaceably proceeding on its march with the sick of the army, 
and afterwards on the main body with my head quarters when it 
came up, every opportunity was given to the killadar to withdraw 
himself from the criminal league into which he had entered, and 
to obey the ordere of Holkar which had been recognized at Sind­
wah, and were acknowledged by the people of the town and 
country. A letter was prepared by my orders to his address. 
and entrusted to the care of one of my public hircarrahs, drawing 
his attention to the peace of the British with Holkar, and of the 
cession made by it, informing him that Holkar's order for the 
surrender of the fort of Talnier was in my possession, and calling 
on him to send out some person to examine and recognize it be­
fore noon, and then to obey it; and being myself sensible, all 

beiore stated, of the plans of the killatlar, and the confederacy 
he had entered into, he was further expressly apprized, that if he 
refused obedience to his sovereign's order and rc.i,ted, he and 
hi~ garrison would be considered as rebels, and treated as such. 

u 12. The well-ascertained rebellion of the killadar, the small 
body of troops then composing the British force under my per­
>lonal command not exceeding 2,000 regulars of every arm and 
as many irregular horse, and the formidahle opposition it might 
have to encounter from the combination of the several killadur., 
if not checked, as well as from the ex-Peishwa and his army, and 
Ram Deen and his force before noticed, and eventually from other 
disaffected chiefs who had deserted HoIkar's government, allli 

were then plundering his dominions in Hindoostan, rendered this 
threat at that moment a measure of expediency; and to provide 
against any ill-treatment the deputation might receive, as pre­
venting the delivery of the letter, anotJwr man, an inhabitant of 
the town, voluntarily accompanied the bearer of it, to whom the 
tonkut" Were 1.. .,... . '·'HI, and who was made to understand t! , 
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<,tlvisers had no control over them; ani i 

that though acting ill accordance with the wishes ot 

well, with directions from me, in the event of the hircarrah nne 
bcillg allowed by the killadar to deliver the letter, he was to pr 
I!(!nt himself to the killadar, a~ officially deputed by me, ali' 
dearly to give to him a message corre.ponding with the letter 
and to inform him, that the Jetter he had refused to receive was 
precisely to that ett"ect, and to require his answer . 

.. ) ~l. Ti", only return to thi. communication from the killad;n 
w~ tl I,U;UJr" uf hiR fire, and the detention in bi. fort ,,I 

the I' llu 1",,1 been deputed by me . 
.. J k,urs aftprwards, and just before the place w;,-, 

finall' i ') assault, the hircarrah returned, stripped of hi, 
dotl" .. I)I'd. and 8tated that be had escaped from the fun 
whe" -i,o" were retiring from the outer works, and that 
the h, ,,')uld not receive his letter. It suhsequently al" 
p"ar(" " companion had been successful in fulfilling his 
duty ,I delivered distinctly the mc"age correspondin~ 
\, ;.! ' ,,;Ilts of the letter, and executed hi~ commission per-

" It WII8 at between seven and eight 0' dock in the morn­
,('n thClie persons were sent into the tort by me, and when 
"ladar received my communication requiring him to caust' 

\. people to examine and recognize the order from Holbr 
Hoon; that time expiring, and receiving no answer, or any 
i)ut his tire, it was evidcnt that he intended to continue his 

I\Ce. 

At about twelve o'clock, by which time four hours had 
"jJowed to the killadur tn consider and desist froln his lawles8 

1,1 uc~cdings, our batteries opened for the first time. J'j", determi­
nation on my part then was, to carry the fort by assault, jf neces-
sary. The cnemy'sfirc ,1 dune considerable injury to my troops, 
some of whum were t wounded by it, and there was every 
pro.pect that more. must occur before the day was over, 
the whole of which _", 110t from an action with a puhlic 
enemy, hut from th, ked and criminal fire from a person 
who had placed him"', :;" head of a body of Arab forei~rs, 
not cuntclllling for hi, c(,ulltry's rights, or having any legal end 
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CHAP. XXV. the party then lately dominant inIIolkar's camp, t Ill'\ 

were acting ill opposition to the orders of those w!" 

to gain, but acting in violation of every law, and of the treat, 
his sovereign, against whom he was rebelling. 

" 17. The killadar had now subjected himself to all the sev, .. 
of the laws of war; he had disregarded the ample time and W'Ull·· 

iug given him, and he had done my trooP" irreparable injury; 
therefore the adjutant.general. to whom my orders were then 
furnished, was instructed that nothing less than unconditional 
ourrender would be received; that the lives of the garri80n should 
be guaranteed; that ItO promise whatever could be given to the 
killadar for his, but that he would be held per~onally answerable 

• for bis acts . 
.. 18. It appem;ed from the adjutant-general's report, that & 

man came out from the fort at about three o'clock, and inquired 
whether terms would bc given, and that tbe reply of the adjutant. 
general corresponded with his orders; and there being no appear. 
ance of surrender for upwards of an hour afterwards, the detach­
mcnts selected for the assault, commanded by Major Gordon. of 
his Majesty's Royal Scots, moved forward. After they had got 
through two of the gates, and were advancing through the wicket 
of the third, several people, who were supposed to be banians 
escaping, came out of it at the same time; the storming party 
dill not pause in its progress, and these people it appeared were 
mhoequently placed under a guard. 

" 19. The fort was very soon carried after the horrid treachery 
at the last gate, by which Major Gordon and Captain Macgregor, 
both of his Majesty's Royal Scots, were murdered, and Lieute­
nant-Colonel Macgregor Murray most desperately wounded with 
daggers and spears, as well as some other officers and men killed 
aud wounded. It was only now found by the adjutant-general 
t h~t the killai:lar had left the fort, and discovered that he was 
aTllong the people above alluded to ; and so far from any surrender 
having been made at the time that those persons came out, the 
impression on the adjutant-general, who was passing by, was, 
that they were some banians endeavouring to avert the conse­
'1uencc~ of the storm by an escape, and which seemed not impro­
'Ie was the intention; for had the killudar, at such a late mo-
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. ',' ,:,'",(1 to that party, and that In tltb 1)0",," :.11\1 

view the killadar and his associates were rehcl~ ; 

I1t, when the troops "erc rapidly pressing forward, intended 
'llTremler, he would have come out openly, and made him.clf 
d his intentions known, instead of concealing himself in the 
y he did. He is represented at this time to have had no di,\ i,;. 
,.,hing marks of dress whatever about him . 
. , 20. The circumstances to which I have just alluded ' 
I, of cour.e, have come under my own personal observH; 

final orders were given, as above stated, to the adjutant.,,· 
on urdering the assRult, after which the troops advance" 

attael., and my information as to what passed during it eoul'l 
L.lye heen gained, subsequently, by the reports officially 

,: to me. The adjutant-general, as well as the other officers, 
,rted at the time what they ha\'c now committed to paper, and 
refore the Honourable Court must be referred to Colonel Con­

I:' . ~ stat,'mcn t for the detail of the circumstances relative to the 
';!llar for which it has applied. The Honourable Court will also 
.1 in Lieutenant-Colonel Murray's statement a full account of 

·,at occurred at the last gate; from which it will be seen that 
. garrison showed DO disposition to surrender, and brought eo" 

Ut{ m5elve~ the dreadful consequences which followed their' " 
,·hery, and, however much they are to be lamented, wer" 
vitable. Oeprived of their officers, I may say by assassin" 
the soldiers were without any authority over them to control 
furions exasperation and thirst for revenge. The killadar 
however, not charged with having been directly aecessary to til: ... 
treachery, though he was fairly responsible for all the acts of hi:; 
f!:arrison whom he had instigated to resistance; and his separating 
himself from them just at the instant of imminent danger did not 
lessen his own personal responsibility . 

.. :ll. I have endeavoured to place the Honourable Court in 
Jlosse .. ion of the circumstances conn~ctcd with the capture of 
Talncir, and I trust thllt I ,hall have been successful in demon­
strating that the resistance of the killadar of that fort was quitc 
unjustifiable in every point of view, and that all possible indul. 
gence was shown to his lawless measures, indeed more than jus­
tice should have permitted. He subjected himself by the laws of 
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CHAP. xxv. that though not chargeable with being directly n' 

ccssory to the alleged trea('hery perpetrated agaill' 

war, in standing an assault, after the patience observed towar' 
him for many hours, to a refusal of quarter, and he might h,. 
been instantly proceeded with accordingly; but an opportun, 
was given him of being heard, and a Hlmmary investigation" 
held on him in his j,resence, as provided for in less (;xtreme ca, 
in"olving' capital punishment; he also was answerable with :, 
life for the lives he had taken among my troops, viewing him in 
state of rebellion to his sovereign, and violating the treaty he " 
bound to respect; his infraction of it could not be imputed to \ 
s()1'creign, because Holkar was at peace with us, and had Ct." 
manded him to obey it; he had committed hostilities without;c: 
commission from his sovereign, and was a public marauder, ". 
th,' consequences he entailed on himself thereby were similar 
those to which a pirate would be exposed. The injury done to ,. 
troops under these circumstances I had a right, by the law:, 
war, to do myself and them justice for, by my own power, on , 
spot, when his person was secured: the killadar was acting II],' 
gether independently of Holkar, whom he would lIot rt'cogni 
and was pursuing his own schemes. To the whole of tJh 
grounds I request your lordship will refer the Honourable COlli 

in reply to the 10th paragraph of their despatch. 
" 22. The Honourable Court. in the preceding pa.ragraph 

tlwir letter, having alluded to the CRse of Mundella as one Himil. 
it behoves me to explain, with due deference, for their inforu, 
tion, that never wcrc two cases less analogous: the killadar 
Mundella was acting in persevering obedience to his sovereign 
orders. and, in strict allegiance to him and his government, w; 

defending his fort; he also was under the immediate restrai, 
and coercion of chiefs sent by his master; but the killadur of Ta 
neir was actuated by very different motives; he was oppo8ing, ll" 

obeying, Holkar's orders. and had entered the fort for that eXpl\'­
purpose only fifteen days before it was taken, with all the arbt 
eers he could collect, at a time when it was generally know" 
the town of Taillcir, that Holkar had made peace with the Briti­
,1IJd had hy treaty Cl"j"d the fort; aIlll I will submit, that as (!" 

',: ":t .. , - ;lded Ull ' '"formation, It cannot be ,lippo_cd I'" 



lllUTI:"H EMl'Jl{E IN INDIA. 52:3 

the British troops, the killadar was reflJlon- CHAP. xxv. 
I hIe for all the acts of his garrison, inasmuch as he 

Iibe killadar was ignorant of it. There was not, therefore, the 
laOat distant evidence, or the most remote ground for surmi;e, 
IIIl1t he was acting like the killadar of M undella, under private 
rJrdcrs from Holkar, or under the immediate restraint of any 
abief seut by him; on the contrary. the very reverse was posi­
tively proved . 

.. 23. At the investigation I attended, and was assisted by 
~r lordship'" political agent and the adjutant-general. Evidence 
was taken i,. the killadar's presence, by which it appeared that 
Iny ('ommu'dl'Cltion sent to him in the morning had been delivered, 
",I und"T,t",,,l by him and several others in the fort; that he 
," perfedl), aware of the cession' of Holkar, and that it was 

,,,"lieiy known; that he was entreated by several persons not to 
',ist in such a cause, but that he was resolved to do so till 
:.til; his repi,tance, and exposing himself to an assault, was, 

i ,,·refore, regulated by his own free will: he was sensible of his 
,ilt, and had nothin~ to urge in his favour. The result of the 

':'Iuiry was, the unanimous opinion (after the witnesses had been 
('ard, and the killadar had been asked what he had to say in hie 

I (enct', to which he replied, nothirl!;') the whole of hi, 
'('dinr(~ became subject to capital punishment, which even 

I .Ieration of humanity and justioe urgently demanded sho' 
.. Hicted on the spot. 

" :l4. But although the deluded man had so ('ompletc, 
'lted his life, nnd justice to the manes of my brother office: 
nen, who had fallen victims to his lawless hostility. call 
,mc atonement, still my tlllxious desire was to save hil 
"'('ution; for it is ever the most painfull'art of an officer'c 

,.) be ·lrivclI to an act of severity. Impelled with these fe( 
oi mercy to a reduced !wing in my possession, a struggL 
ported them for a time, but they were overpowered by COIl': 

tions of humanity due to others, which it must have been d, 
unpardonable in me to have neglected. The hostile emIl L 

in Cltndeish against the British authority, already dese)';'" 
daily increasing in Rtrength, alld required an immcdi,"ic 
the small force at the time with me Wd~ tlltally inade'luatr 
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'lad instigated them to resistance; that he had done 
much mischief to the army under Bir Thomas Hislop. 

duce the several rebellious fortresses; a continuance of the plans 
of resistance, assisted by the ex-Pcishwa's lirmy tMn in the 
neighbourhood, and bodiee of troops commanded by other chiefs 
expected, must have occasioned thc loss of many lives, and the 
most disastrous consequence might have occurred to the British 
force; a timely and just example of one of the confederacy was 
conseq uently indispensable, and the killadar of Talneir having 
heen proved to be a fit subject for it, I had no alternative but to 
make a painfnl ,acrifice of my private feelings to the caus!' of hu­
manity and my country; and the necessity of example being the 
concurrent opinion of the officers with whom I consulted, the ex­
ecution was reluctantly ordered. 

" 25. The punishment decreed against the killadar was pre­
scribed by the laws of war and of nations; its infliction was 
adopted because mercy could not, under the circumstances of the 
case, be extended; and the good effect the example produced, in 
the cause of humanity and to the public interests, became, as it 
were, instantly apparent. The confederacy of opposition to our 
:awful possession of Candeish was dissolved; the several kilJadars, 
till now in resistance, yielded to Holkar's order, and, in obedience 
to it. delivered up the formidable posts in their possession; the 
reishwa betook himself to flight; Ram Deen disappeared. and 
I] ot another life was lost in the assumption of the cessions of 
Holkar: whereas, had not an example been made at tbe critical 
juncture that it was, incalculable bloodshed would indubitably 
have ensued; and, criminal as the killadar of Talneir was in 
every way. an omission of example might justly have been a.~­

erilled, by an autbority familiar as y.mr lurdship was with the 
state of public affairs. to a want of that judgment and decision 
which they required should be exerted on such an emergency. 

"26. In my hands your lordship has been pleased to place the 
entire charge of thc rights and interests of the British governlLcnt 
ih Candei.h; the adoption of the measures which were necpssary 
to secure and maintain them consequently devolved on rue. Your 
lordship is fully sensible of t},e p~euliarly difficult and delicate 
,ituatiun in which I was pIal '.nth the w -mR!l force then 

.. 
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and that the latter consequently acquired a right" to CHAP. XXV. 

do" himsclf "and them justice, by his own power, 
on the spot," by hanging the author of such mis-
chief; lastly, that the ho~tile combination existillg 
in Candeish against the British authority was daily 
increasing in strength, and required immediate 
check; that the small force at Sir Thomas Hislop's 
disposal was inadequate to the reduction of the for-
tresses in that province which threatened to hol{i 
out; that had the malcontents obtained such aid as 
might Hot improbably be expected, disastrous C011-

f<equences to the British cause would have resulted; 
and that, therefore, it was fitting to execute the 
killadar of Talncir by way of example. Such ap-
pears to be a fair summary of the defence of ~i r 
Thomas Hislop-a defence distingll ished by ik 
weakncs~ not less than by it s wonli nes~. 

The fortress was taken hy assault, and according 
to the laws of war, as they ~till exist even ill l'ivil­
ized antl Christian Europe, the g-arrisoll of il l' bee 

thus takon is not entitled to quarter. It is tillie, in-

accoml'anying my head quarters; and ao the whole of my pro. 
ceedings during that service, immediately preceding the relin­
quishment of my commHIHl in the Deccan. whereby the prm'incc 
of Candeish, formidable from its obstacles to our possession, was 
reduced to the British power within a very short space of time, 
have been honoured with yonr lordship's ltrlllualified approbation, 
I rest satisfied that the same con,ideration will not be denied 
them by the Honourable Court and the authorities in England . 

.. I have the honour to remain, with the greatest respect, my 
lord. your lordship's most obedient and 

" Most humble servant, 
(Signed) "T. HISLOP, Lieut.-Gen." 
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ellAI'. xxv. deed, that those laws should be freed from so savage 

and disgraceful It provision. " The forfeiture of pre­
tensions to quarter," says the Marquis of Hastings, 
"when troops stand an assault, is established by 
the laws of war, to prevent garrisons from wantonly 
subjecting besiegers to the heavy loss likely to be 
suffered by troops exposed in advancing to a hreach ; 
a slaughter in which a garrison would, fJ'om false 

points of honour, alwaY8 be tempted to indulge, if 

impunity could be obtained hy throwing down their 
arms when defence proved inefft'ctual." It might 
have been expected that the Marquis of Hastings, 

himself a soldier, would have spoken with more 
respect of that feeling of honour which prompts the 
brave to maintain themselves at the post of danger 
and of tluty to the last extremity. It might have 
been thought that to the mind of the governor-gene­
ral of India the recollection of the numerous in­
stances, from Clive downwardA, in which British 
troops in that country had held out when bope itself 

appeared to be lost, and had found their perseve­
rance rewarded by ultimate success, would ha vo 

enjoined some limit on the geJll'ral approhation with 
which his lordship speaks of the sanguinary law 
under his notice. Rut greatly a~ it if-' to he deplored 
that in an age which boasts ibdfpre-eminent in 1m­
manity;tw'l civilization, such a law should still be per· 
mitted to dishonolll' the code of honour:.thle warfare 
it is not to be r1t:'ui"d that at the fall of Talneir if 

did exist, and that l'wn up to the present time it 

n'lllflins u' fOil I hInt OJi the characll'r of llliIitall 
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,ii:risprudence. The question therefore is, can Sir CHAP. xxv, 

Thomas Hislop claim impunity under this provision? 
I n a place taken by storm, the infuriated warrior 

who seeks only death on the walls which he has 

aided in defending, awl the prostrate suppliant whi> 

throws down his arms in token of submission, are, 

by the remorseless sentence of the military colie, 
alike destined to slaughter. In which of the;;e 

predicaments was the killadar of Talneir fouwl! 

In neither. Whell the troops gained possession of th .. 
place, he was unable either to resist or to submit. 1-1 p 

was a prisoner in the hands of the English, having', 

with several other persons, been intercepted in an 

attempt to escape at the third gate-the conflict 

which terminated ill giving possession of the place 
to the assailants having taken place at the fiftb. 

The question is, not wbether the killadar, if foulld 

within the place with his sword raised to strike, or 
his hands uplifted for mercy, might, in either ca.<;e, 

have heell unhesitatingly eut down; but whether iL 
be lawful to put to death a prisoner 'whose Ruh-
mi8sioll has already been accepted. It is said that 
the killadar never surrondered. He never surren-

d~red the fort, but he certainly surrendered his own 

person into the hands of the conquerors-not wil-
lingly, indeed-he would havo escaped had escape 
I,('on practicable; and this is so frequent a casc, that 
if it wore established that mercy should not be 

• 
extended where e,wape had been meditakd, few 
would l)e entitled to it. He made no eOllllition~, 

and t IWl'efol'c had a right to Hone. He was ill tIll' . 
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CHAP. XXV. ordinary position of a prisoner of war; but a right to 

put prisoners to death is not recognized by any 

civilized state, and whenever such an atrocity has 

been perpetrated or Buspected, it 1ms called forth a 
loud and indignant burst of condemnation. It is 

urged that the killadar was lIot known when lie 

was made priHoner; that he had no apparent diR­

tinguishing marks of dignity about him; hut known 

01' unknown, distinguished or undistinguished, his 

life was spared when it might have heen taken, and 

by the favour then shl'wn him, the honour of the Bri­

tish government was pledged for his safety in the 

condition of a prisoner. It was intended, it appears, 

to except the killadar from any amnesty that 

might bf' granted to the garrison: upon what 
grounds .~ueh an exception could be justified is not 

evidl'T1t; hut whether it could be justified or not, it 

is ckar that it could not he acted upon after the 

a<lmission of the proscribed party to the impunity 

froll1 which it was intended to exclude him. 
1'11(' strongpst argument for the execution of tlle 

killadar-that founded on the laws of war-heing 
di"p(),~c,l of, the weaker will not require to he 

di"cu%ed at great length~ The charge of reh£'llion 
i~ idle-. On<:> ~et of ministers had lll:'en displaced 

frum HoIkal"s dnrh:Lr and another introduced. Tho 

k t1ladar hdd with the former, but he profefised 
to be the Sl'l'V:lIlt of Holkar; and it il' ridiculous 

to magnify into l'C'bc·llion his want of l'e,spect t~)r 

the party whi('h the IJl'C'vailing C1ll'l'ent of f'vent8 
h:1I1 floated into ]lower. The authority uf the sOV<:'-
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n'l~ ii, 'Ihen at a distanec, is held so lightly in the CHAP. xxv. 
East, that if this were rebellion, it may he affirm('u 

• 
that no native state, of any extent, I'XCPpt when 

undel' British protection, is ever free from rehellion. 

Ewn the Mogul emperors, in the zeliith of tllei,' 
power. were unable to hold their dq)(,lHlents ill 

obedience, or to enforce their demand for tribute, 

except by oceaRional'recourse to arms; and under 
such a government as that of Holkar to expect that 

prompt allll iIllplicit obedience should bc paid to the 

ordprs of mini~ters who were even yet wondering at 
the events to whieh they owed their elevation, would 
be to indulge viRions which all Indian exp(Ti<·mce 

8hews to be absurd. The nominal head of the ~tate 

was a child and virtually a prisoner: his years and 
his situation alike precludeLl on his part any excrci~e 

of the will in political affairq. Further, if the kii­
Iauar were a rebel, his guift should have becn es· 

tablish/>d by solemn judicial illquiry. Tl!e COll­

sultation of two or three Briti~h officers taking plat'l' 
under eireumstances of Jlowerful exeitemCilt, awl 

oecupying only a few minutes, cannot be so called. 
That the killadar did nnt participate in the llllhnpp\ 

occurrences at the fifth gate is proyed by the fad, t]1;11 

he was at tIle time in British eustody as a pri ":Oller : 

iudeed, it il'! not pretended that he had any thillg j <) 

do with this part of the prorecdiugs. l)cyond havillP; 
originally instigated the garriS(>11 to resist, :11Id tllU', 
having macle himself l'espoll~ihle for all that miglit 
follow. This refined attempt to iutrodnrp C0I1"tI'111'­

tive rpspoJlsihility ('ould I'rarcpiy itaVI' hpen ioo]{pd 

VOL. 1\ 
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CHAP. XX\'. ti)r from a military casuist, and the c!large certainly 

merits no answer. That the killadar and his troops 

had done much miHchief to th0 British troops wa~ 

quite true. 'When IIlen engage in deadly strife, 

the·y must and (to bring much mischief upon each 

other: mischief is the very instrunH'nt by which 

they seek to accomplish their purpo,:es; and though 

those who suffer cannot but lament their misfor­
tunes, they seldom think of founding on them 

matter of criminal charge against those by whom 

t!ley are caused. The soldier knows that to en­

counter hard blows is the lot of his profession; 

and he does not deem those by whom they are dealt 

worthy, on that account, of suffering an ignominioUii 

death. The last class of arguments, those founded 

on the threatening posture of affairs, on the insuffi­

ciency of Sir Thomas Hislop's force to reduce the 

fortresses that held out, and on the dif'afiection and 

obstinacy of the killadars by whom they were de­

fended, are arguments of mere expediency, and be­
fore their validity can be admitted, the justice of the 

measure in question must be proved. It might be 
very convenient to hang the killadar of Tailleir, by 

way of lesRoll to his hrethren; but if not warranted 
by justice, the execution must be placed in the list 

of crimeR of the most atrociolls dye. It wa.'> pro­

bably a regard to expediency, a desire to malt' 

an example, and thus to frighten other killudaJ"' 
into submission, that mainly prompted the violent 
act, the memory of which stains the capture of Tal­

nen·. It would be It sacrifiee of truth to deny that 
~i(.t t" haY0 ])('(,JI a violation of tIll' la'w~ of wal", and 
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of the sacred principles of right. It is '(Ill' of thn CHAP. xxv, 
few instances ill which British conquest haR UPI'll 

stained with cruelty or injustice. 
\Vith respect to the occurrenees at the fifth gate, 

although the British officers were loud in denouncing­
the treachery of the Arab gafl'ison, it is not clear 
that their behaviour ueserves to he characterized by 

.' 

so odious a name. The Arah" had asked for term~, 
hut none had been granted or offered, and there i,. 
no evidence to shew that tht'y intended to surrender • 
unconditionally. The faet of opening of the gate 
limIer circuJllstances which, from the confusion that 
prevailed, it is impossible distinctly to understand, 
cannot be regarripd as implying a promise of uncon­
ditional surrender. It might he a mere ,'use, ill­
tended to entrap a few of the assailants; hut tbp 
testimony of Colonel Conway, alluded to in Sil' 
Thomas Hislop's defence, furnishes the more pro­
bable mode of accounting fill' what happened. '1'11(' 
Arab party were divi,led as to what was to be donf', 
One portion was in favour of unconditional RlIr­

"('\1(I('r, another was opposed to it. The gate wa" 
opened by the former, and closed by the Iatt.'1 
Sueh a state of feeling' and of action very naturally 1('­

~ulted from the condition in which the garrison wc\'(' 
placed, aba~doned hy their commander and ,,-ithollt 
anyackuowledged lender. This solution removes tll(' 
cllRrge of deliberate treachery, and renders the lan­
guage used on the occasion altogether inappropriat(. t 

* That of Colon,,) Conway is. "I cannot 8ay that the few in­
dil'iduals who were within th,' wicket 'I'ere killed; thn' were 

:ZM2 
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CHAP. XXV. It is gratifying to turn from such a scene as 

that at Talneir; and the narrative of the progresR 
of events at Nagpore must now be resumed. 

The engagement provisionally concluded with 
Appa Sahib, after the evacuation of hifl capi­
tal, was confirmed by the governor-general, and 
the resident was authorized to frame a defini­
tive treaty on its basis. This was suspendeu hy 

a proposal from Appa Sahib, to transfer to the 

British government the whole of the possessionI'! of 
the state of Nagpore, he retaining only the name 
and form of sovereignty, and receiving a certain 
share of the revenues. The proposal was rejected 
by the governor-general, and the original plan or­
dered to be carried into effect. But before the 
despatch conveying the final instructions of the 

government was received by the resident, the !'ltate 
of circumstances again forced him to act upon the 

dictates of his own sound and vigorous judgment. 

The delivery of certain fortresses stipulated to be 
surrendered was refused or evaded. Mundela was 

murdered." Sir Thomas Hislop says, "deprived of their offirers, 
I may say by assassination, the soldiers were without any autho­
rity over them to control their furious exasperation and thirst for 
revenge." It is remarkable that these words immediately eucceed 
the following: "The Honourable Court will also find in Lieute­
nant-Colonel Murray's statement' a full account of what occurred 
at the last gate, from which it will be seen that the garrison 
shewed no disposition to surrender, and brought on themselves 
the dreadful consequences which followed their treachery, and 
[ which]. however much they are to be lamented, were inevitable." 
" If the garrison shewed no di'position to surrender," there was 
H no treachery" and no ';I~H\~s.inati()n." 
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"lie of these. \Vhell the order for its surrelllJer CHAP. xxv. 

arrived from Nagpore, the rajah's miniHters requ('~ted 
that a little time might be allowed for the ev:w 'l,:-
tion of the fort, in order that persons might he "'11:. 

to settIe with the garrison, and thus prevent any 
demur to the deli very of the fort, under the pretence 
of arrears being dne. A person deputed from Nag--
pore ostensibly for this purpose arrived at Mundela; 
hut the surrewler was still deferred, nnder the pIt-a 
that an order hall been received to make the coUe('-
tiom; for the year from the I'ergunnahs dependent 
upon Mundela, and to pay the garrison with the pro-
duce. The resident having brought the sul~ject to 
the notiee of the rajah's ministers, they stated the 
order in c}uestion to be, that payment should lie 
made from the revenue already collected, and suffi-
cient for the purpose. As a part of the territory 
from which the revenue was to be drawn was ac-
tually occupied by the British troops, and nothing 
oould be obtained frolll the remainder but by groB'; 
extortion and oppression, the resident authorized 
the payment of the garrison from the British trea-
lIury, and Major O'Brien proceeded with a small 
escort to Mundela to make the necessary arrauge-
mentfl. On the arrival of this officer, various com­
mUTlicatiolls passed between him, the kiliadar of the 
fort,. and the persou deputed from Nagporf', pro-
fessedly for the purpose of settling the arrears. 
The8e communications appeared to promise a f'atis-
factory IlAljustment, and Major O'Brien was in ex-
pectatioIl of being put in· immediate possession of 
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CHAP. XXV. the fort. Instead of this result, the British com~ 
l1land~r, on the third morning after his arrival, while 
riding near the place, found that the garrison during 
the night had sent over the Nerbudda about four 
hundred cavalry, with four thousand infantry, and 
four guns. The cavalry advanced upon him, and 
the guns opened; but he was enabled, with his 
small escort, to reach his camp in safety; the 
enemy, whenever they approached, being success~ 

fully repelled. 
In consequence of this treacherous proceeding on 

the part of the killadar of the fort, Major-General 
Marshall, with a considerable force, was ordered to 
advance upon Mundela; but before this could be 
effected N agpore became the scene of a bloodless 
revolution. The retention of the fortresses in defi~ 
ance of the provisions under which they were to be 
~\lrrendered, and notwithstanding public orders had 
been given for their delivery, was traced to ~ecret 
orders of a contrary purport-a fact suspected at an 
early period by the resident, and ultimately placed 
beyond the possibility of doubt. In addition to 
these circumstances, Mr. Jenkins received informa­
tion that an intercourse was kept up with the 
Peishwa, and that the rajah held secret conferences 
with persons hostile to the influence of the British 
government, while those who entertained friendly 
feelings towards it were regarded with aversion. 
Rumours of the rajah meditating an escape were 
general; it WI18 understood that one of the disaffected 
chief~ had received a Hun of money for the levy of 
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troop"'; and attpmpts were made to intercept the CUAP. xxv. 
progress of supplies intended for the British forcc. 
Every thing conspired to shew that Appa Sahib was 
irretrievably leagued with the enemies of the British 
power. New and incontestable proofs of the rajah's 
treachery continually occurred, and were multiplied, 
till it beeame evident that extreme measures could 
no longer be postponed without compromising the 
honour and safety of the British government. The 
resident now acted with his usual vigour, and ar-
rested both the rajah and his confidential mini~tpr~. 
This bold step was accelerated by the discovery of 
facts which impressed Mr. Jenkins with a cOllviction 
that Appa Sahib had been the murderer of hi~ killl:!-
man and sovereign, Pursagee Bhooslay, formerly 
Rajah of Nagpore. At the time of Pursagee's death 
Mr .• Tenkins had been led to suspect this; but cir­
cumstances having induced him in some degree to 
moderate his suspicions, and the difficulty of obtain-
ing satisfactory proof of the suspected fact heing' 
apparently insurmountable, no measures were taken 
in consequence. Such additional information was 
,<Ow acquired as led to a conviction of Apl'a Sahib's 
.. ,ilt. His arrest took place on the 15th of March. A. D. lfllR. 

II bse<Juently he was declared to be <let] trrHled, 
,.\ this step was followed by the elevation to the 

IIiSIlUd of a descendaut of a formC'r rajah by the 
i'~lllale line. As soon as a snflleicnt escort could he 
"btained, Appa Sahib was ,.;ellt off to the British 
provinces, and- provision wa, made at Allahabad for 
lli.~ reception alld custody. 
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('HAP. XXV. General Marshall having arrived before Mun-
dela, proceeded to erect batteries, which being com­
pleted were opened by daylight on the 26th of 

A.D. 1818. April. They ,,'ere answered by a spirited fire from 
the whole of the enemy's works. After several 
hours' battering, Lieutenant Pickersgill, with great 
gallantry, proceeded to a,"!certain by personal in­
spection the effect produced, mounting, with the 
assistance of his hircarrahs, to the top of the breach; 
from which, after making his observations, he n'­

turned with so favourable a report, as indu('ed Gene­
ral Marshall to make immediate preparations for 

storming the works. The necessary dispositions 
having been made, Captain Tickell, field engin~er, 
examined the breach, and at half-past five o'clock 
the'signal was given to advance. The storming and 
supporting columns, both under the direction of 
Brigadier-General Watson, moved forward, the 
breach was instantly mounted ami carried, and in a 
vpry short time the town was in the possession of 
the a~~ai\ants. The troops were immediately pushed 
forward to the fort, and at daybreak on the 27th 
the g,lrrison came out unarmed, and quietly snrren­
dered themselves. At midnight a small boat had 
l.oell observed crossing the river, with four person~ : 
by good management 011 the part of one of the ad­
vall('c(l posts they were secured on lanmng, and one 
of tlll'lll turned out to be the killadar of the fort. 
TIll' governor-general had given orders that, if 
t.:l" ('II, the killadar and other prilJeipal officer!; 
~houl(l be immediately bl'Ought to a drum-head 
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court-martial, and that any punishment that might CHAP. xxv. 

be awarded by Bueh tribunal, whether death or im­
I'riSOllmcllt with hard labour, might immediately be 

ITied into effect. 
It would be difficult to shew that these orders 

'Te consistent either with discretion or with a 
·gard to the usages of war. They appear to have 
·('n an ebullition of that infirmity of temper which 
,adowed the high character of the Marquis of 
f lsting8.* The order'! were HO far followed, that 

, !. killadar was brought to a court-martial, charged 
;th rebellion and treachery. He was acquitted of 
" charge of rebellion, on the proper ground of his 
, .. ing acted under the orders of the Nagpore go­

vernment. The charge of treachery arose out of 
the attack on Major O'Brien. Of this the killadar 
was also acquitted, the major declaring his belief 
that the prisoner was Hot concerned in the attack 
upon him. This appears a somewhat refined view 
of the matter. If the attack were an offence 
l1gaillst military law, it could be of little importance 
whether the killadar were personally engaged in it 
or not, as it must be quite certain that the move-

" The marqui~ seems to have regardcd the hanging of contu­
macious killadar. ILS a \'cry laudable proceeding whenever it could 
be resortcd to. The case of the killadar of Mundela wa" referred 
to in the corre8poll(lenee on the proceedings at Talneir; but Sir 
Thomas Hislop, instead of repaying the governor-general's support 
of himself, declared that the cases were not parallel-that the 
killadar of !'vI ulldela acted under the orders of his government, 
while the killadar of Talueir was in rebellion; thu, passing sen­
tence of condemnation on the governor-general'" proposal to hang 
the former personage. 
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• 
CHAP. XXV. ment of the garrison must have taken place with 

his cognizance awl sanction; but the court must 
have been aware that they had no proper jurisdic­
tion in the case, and that conviction and punish­
ment under such circumstances could not be justi­
fied. Another officer was put on trial, eharge!l with 
abetting his superior; but he, of eourse, :;hared the 
impunity of his principal. 

The Imrrender of Chouragurh, another fortress 
which was to be ceded to the British government, 
was postponed by the same bad faith whieh had 
delayed the delivery of Mundela, and the pretence 
was thc same-time was asked to settle the arrears 
of pay due to the garrison; but the killadar soon 
a~sumed a posture of direct hostility. A body of 
IlIOll armed with matchlocks sallied from the fort 
to attack a British force under Colonel Mac Mo­
rine, and the garrison systematically plundered the 
villages which had been placed under the British 
government. A body of about five hundred, em­
ployed in the latter occupation, were attacked and 
put to flight by a small detachment under Major 
Hichards. After the reduction of Mundela, the 
division under General '\VatlSon was ordered to 
march to Chouragurh, but before their arrival the 
fort and adjoining town were evacuated, and posseH-

. '11 taken by Colonel Mac Morine. 
The continued clisturbances in Nagpore had in­

""ed the resident to call for the advance of' Colon,,] 
,lams's force from lIoolSingalmd, where it had af-

1'1 HJ(1 in the heginuing of Mart-h, after being elll-
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ployed beyond the Nerbudda. He accordingly CH.\i'. xxv. 
marched for the city of Nagpore, which he reached 
on the 5th of April; and having halted there on A. D. 181S. 

the following day, resumed his march on the 7th [or 
Hinghunghut, where he arrived OIl the 9th. There 
Ite wal'! joined on the 14th by a party which he had 
detached under Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, to inter-

cept all apprehended attempt of B:\jee Rao to enter 
Chanda. Little has been said of the movements 
of Bajee Rao, for it wouM have been alike tedious 
and unprofitablo to follow minutely his tortuous 
Hight. After the battle of Ashtee he wandered in 
almost every direction, in continual dread of some 
portion of the British force. On the 13th of April 
he bccame aware of the position of Colonel Adams's 
fi)f(~e, and to avoid him moved to Soondee. On the 
16th he was alarmed by intelligence of the approach 
of Gcneral Doveton, and made preparations for 
lIying. On the 17th Colonel Adams carne suddenly 
upon him, after a fatiguing march over a most diffi-
cult country. An action ensued, in which the 
Peishwa was completely routed, with the loss of 
several hundred men, f(lUr brass guns, three ele-
phants, nearly two hundred camels, and a variety of 
valuable property. The Peishwa himself had a nar-
row eHCarn, the palanquin in which he had been 
borne having been taken immediately after he had 
kft it to seek safety by flight on horseback. Hotly 
ImrsUf~d by General Doveton, the Peishwa fled to 
()rmekaii, wlwre, overcome by fatigue, privatioll, 



540 HISTORY OF TIl I. 

CHAP. XXV. aud terror, his army broke up, and the rug-iIi\'(' 

prince was abandoned by most of his sirdars. 
After dispersing the army of the Peishwa at SOOIl­

dee, Colonel AdamR return('d to Hinghunghut, to 
prepare for laying siege to Chanda, a strongly forti­
fied city in the Nagpore territory, said to be equal 
in size to the capital. He appeared before it un the 

A. u. 181H. 9th of May, with a thousand nati vo cavalry, a troop 

of horse artillery, one-half being Eurupeam; of tho 
Madras establishment, the remainder natives, of the' 
Bengal establishment, a complete company of Eu­
ropean foot artillery, partly provi(led by Bengal, 
partly by Madras, three thousand native infantry, 
two companies of pioneers, one from the Bengal, 
one from the Madras establishment, and two thou­
~mnd irregular horse, with three eighteen-voullders, 
four brass twelve-pounders, six howitzers, and twelve 

, six -pounders. 
Chanda is situate between two small rivers, which 

unite at a' distance of about half a mile from its 
Hlthern extremity. On the north is a deep and 
t.ensive tank, beyond which are some hills, COID­

.;mding the place, at a distance of nine hundred 
.rds. Between them and the fort are thick groves 
I trees. On the east face are suburhs interspersed 
. th trees and separated from the town by one of 

the rivers, and opposite to the south-east angle, dis­
tant about seven hundred and fifty yards, are other 
hills, beyond which the British ellcamvment was 
fixed. Within the pluec, equidistant from the north 
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and south titres, Imt nearer the eastern than the ellA P. xxv" 
western wall. is situated a citadel: the rest of the 
interior consists of straggling streets, detached 
houses, and gardens. The walls are of cut stone. 
well cemented, and from fifteen to twenty feet high. 
and six miles round. They are flanked by round 
towers, capacious enough for the largest guns; and 
UR the dirertion of the walls is frequently broken. 
and they arc surmounted by a high parapet, an ef-
tl'ctual enfilade of them is not practicable'. Eigltt)' 
guns of large calibre were mounted, and the garrison 
('onsisted of two thousand men. 

At night, on the 13th of April, tho first battery A.D. 181~. 

was completed. It was erected on the southern 
hill, and admitted one eighteen-pounder, two how-
itzers, and one six-pounder. The chief point of at-
tack had not at this time been selected, and this 
battery was intended, says Colonel Blacker, "to 
amuse the euemy, while the necessary collection of 
materials for the siege was in progress."· Shells 
and red-hot shot were thenceforth thrown into tho 
town, Lut with little effect, while the fire was re-
turned by the garrison with no greater. Coincident 
with the opening of the battery, a force, consisting of 
a battalion of Bengal light infantry and a squadroll 
of cavalry, under Captain Doveton, was establishpd 
in a 811 burh lying south-east of the city. Four days 
were ~l'ent ill reconnoitering, and the Houth-east 
angle being finally selected for breaching, on the 

* Memoir; from whieh work the minute description of Chanda 
i. derived. 
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CHAP. XXV. night of tIll' 17th of April a battery of four j\\,p!w-

A, n. 1~18, pounders was coni'tructed within four hundred yards 
of that point. In addition to this, a howitzer Imt­

tery was erected on the capital of the south-east 
angle, at a distance of six hundred yards, amI a bat­

tery of three six-pounders on the prolongation of 
the eastern face, distant four hundred yards. Tlm'<' 
of the <,nemy's guns were dismonntc(l, lJUt heyond 

dlis the effect of these batteries seems to haH' he<'1l 

'Iimportallt. During the night of the 18th the 
1'C'Uching battery of three eighteen-pounders w~ 
(Jl1Ipleted, within two hundred and fifty yards of the 

:llIglc attacked, and at daybreak on the following 
morning it opened. At four in the afternoon the 
breach was practicable, but the as~ault was delayed 
till the following morning. During the night, how­

ever, an incessant fire was kept up. in order to de­
teat any attempt made by the garrison to form a 
retrenchment. Lieutenant-Colonel Scott was ap­
pointed to command the stOJming-party. which l'011_ 

"istpd of two columns. The right column wa~ 

composed of four companies of Bengal grenadiers, 
followed by pioneers with ladders, and the first bat­

talion of the 19th regiment of Bengal Native Infantry. 
It was under the command of Licutenant-Colom'] 

Popham. The left column, under Captain Brook 
consisted of four flank companies, followed by pio­
neers with ladders. find the first battalion of the 1!'t 
regiment of Madras Native Infantry. The first hat­
talion of the 23rd BClIgal, and the til'~t of the 11 tll 
Marlrnf> Native Infantry f01l0w('I1: \\llih· with tIlE' :ul, 
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vlUw('tl ~ections was a detail of artillerymen, provided ClIAI'. XXV. 

with materials for either turning the enemy's gUllR 

or "piking them. A reserve, consisting of the Ben-
gal light intillltry battalion, four troops of tlJC 5th 
Cavalry dismounteu, and two horse artillery guns, 

was commallued by Major Clarke. 
At break of day on the 20th of April thE'stormillg A.D.IBI8. 

party marched from camp, the heads of the two co-
lumns being equally advanced. They arrived at the 
breach without much annoyance, a tremelHlous fin' 

from all the guns that could be brought to bear on the 
breach and defences having been previously pouretl 
in for half an hour. The garrison, however, were 
found prepared, and the heads of the columns were 
assailed by a warm discharge of small arms. The 
columns separated, according to a preconcerted ar­
mngement, and took different directions. The right 

nJet with considemble resistance .fl'om bodies of the 
garrison, who, being driven back, appeared to cross 
over and fall into the route of the left column. That 
column, however, pursued its way, driving the 
enemy back as it advanced, and within an hour 
from the breach being passed the place was entirely 
occupied by the English. The killadar, with about 
two hundred of his men, were killed, and about a 
hundred were made prisoners. The rest escaped 
witllOut the walls; some of them were intercepted 
and destroyed by tile Driti~h cavalry, but from the 
great extent of the pia, .1.', and the cover afforded by a 
thick jungle to the northward, most of the fugitiyf'~ 
succeeded ill eluding pnrRuit. Tho loss of the EIJg-
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CUAP. XXV. lish was small, amounting only to twelve killed and 
something more than fifty wounderL 

The circumstances attending the capture of 
Chanda exhibit nothing very remarkable or strik­
mg. But the occupation of the place was of vast 
importance, inasmuch as it was the great citadel of 
the principality in which it was situated, and it..; 
possession was associated in public opinion with the 
existence of the Nagpore state. On this account. 
its fall to the force under Colonel Adams was an 
event highly favourable to British interests in Nag­
pore. A large amount of property was fouud in 
the city, having been deposited there for safety. 
Nine lacs of rupees, which had been buried in the 
purlieus of a single palace, were discovered and dug 
out, a few days after the storm.* The taste of the 
natives of India for articles of European luxury 
was proved by the discovery of many such in the 
captured city, and among them some of the ele­
gancicR and embellishments which, however highly 
valued in a morc cultivated state of society, might 
be supposed to have but few attractions for .Asiatic 
taste. Some pictures, of European production, 
formed part of the spoil of Chanda. 

The operations of the British arms in other 
quarters were marked by much that woulll deserve 
recital, did space permit. A few only can be no­
ticed without extending this part of the narrative 
to a disproportionate length. . A detachment Ull'der 
Lieutenant-Colonel MacDowell, occupied in the 

* Colonel Blacker's Memoir. 



lIHITISH i"" I In: IN INDIA 

,1_'1,,, l·,,;11 of variol1~ "Il'actorv !!':lrri";;,, 'll Can- CHAP, XX\', 
.' L 

deish, after ohtaining I' 'sl'>l~ion of Trimhuek and 

various other places, partly by force, and partly 

through the i Ilfluence of the tcrror imposed hy 
their suc('ess,'~ arrived, on the l(lth of May, bel', " 

Malligaum, til(' strong('~t place in the yalley 

Cand('iAh. 

The follmYing profe~sional deRrril'tir"1 ,)f thi, t " 

will convey a lively illlpression of it.+ ., Till' 1", 

of the fort is quadrangular, havilL. Ilil ulle f:1('(: : I 

on half of the two adjoining, the riYer )'Ina".;u' 

which at this place forms a convclli('Jlt curVC'. 

the opposite side is the town, which nearly C'1I­

compasses the remainder of the fort, by apprnar'h­

ing the river at its two extremities. The fort 

('onhists of two lines of works, tIle interi'II' of whieh, 

a square of ahout three hUlHlrc,l f(~et, is llllilt of 

superior masollry, and sUlToUlHled hy a .!ill(s.\'(!-lJrr~I!I·. 

seven feet high, and a dry tlitclJ, t\\ellty-fh'efed 

deep by sixteen wide. The ollter liue i~ huilt of 

mud and stone, having 

proaches within a few 
flanking to\H'r~. and it ap­

yards of tl)(: town 011 011,' 

side, and of the river 

moderate elevation: 

feet high, with a til 

which there are no " 

narrow covered stai' 

tld~ place a large I., 

.. The fall of Trimbm 
other hill forts without Il" 

t Tllkell from the Melli' 

VOL. IV. 

on the other. It is only 01' 

the inner fort is sixl.> 

", slxteen feet wirll., to 

dO ascent exccpt through 

f difficult access." In 

Amhs had estahli~hed 

·,lOlJlJ Blacker. 
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CHAP. XXV. themselves, actuated by a determined spirit of re­
sistance to the British. Their means of inflicting 
injury on the force opposed to them were not 
equal to the advantages of their position. Their 
guns were not numerous, and those they had 

were badly mounted; but they had matchlocks, and 

these, says Colonel Blacker, "in the hands of the 
Arabs, were sure of hitting their mark." 

The British army was, in the first instanel' 

formed at an angle of the town, with its left on tlH 
junction of the river Moassnm with another rivel 
named the Gheerna, the point of junction being 
distant something more than three hundre(l yan],. 
from the nearest parts of the town and of the cit~ 

del; but was on the following day llloved to tlir 

right bank of the Moassnm, that river, then low ill 
water, being thus interposed between the Britis1• 

encampment and the fort. As soon as the material, 

were collected, an enfilading battery of two eighteen­
pounders, one eight-inch mortar, and two eight­
inch howitzers, was constructed for the south 
face, and another of two twelve-pounders for th,· 
west face. Each of these batteries was distaII1 
four hundred yards from the works, and at the 

sallle distance was marked out a place of arms il; 
the centre of a grove of treps, Hituate betweell tl!l 

camp and the river. At eight o'clock on the evel!· 
A. D "I· ing of the IRth of May the garrison made a sally 

on the covering party at the place of arms, an,' 
,lirccted their guns ngainst the two batteries. 1\ 

I"L'infi)J"cl'ment nrri"jng" from tilt, <'nmp, the attaet. 
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was repelled and the assailants driven back; but CHAP. xxv. 
the British hall to lament the loss of Lieutenant 
Davis, the commanding engineer. On toe 1Dth the 
two batteries opcned, and were immediately Qll-

swered from the fort by seven gUllS. A corps of 
infantry from Lieutenant Macuowell's camp on that 
day took possession of a breastwork in thc rear of 
a village lying a little higher up the river, and at 
night r('pulsed a second sortie of the garrison. On 
the following day 31lOther attempt wa~ made to 
dislodge the British party posted in the rear of the 
village already mentioned, the village itself having 
heen deserted by the inhal)itants aIHl occupied by 
the Arabs; but the post had been streTlgthened 
by the acce~sion of two fielrl-pieces, and the attempt 
of the enemy failed. The fire from the enfilading 
batteric>l continued, but with little vigour from the 
scarcity of shot; and some smaller guns were 
brought forward to make up, in some degree, for 
the slackening fire from the larger, previously in 
battery. The appronrhes were, in the meantime, 
advanced, and on the 21st a parallel was completed 
along tho bank of tllO Moassum, containing a hat-
tory at ('ncl! extremity: that on the left for tlm,L' 
gum!, raking' the bed of the river; the other de~igne'l 
for breachillg the opposed angle of the. fort. On 
the 22nd thf' breaching battery o1'e11e(\ against the 
towerf', but with little effect; it 'YaR therefore after-
wards dirC'etpd against the intcJ'J1JP,liatc eurtain. 

One of the enfiladillg batteries tirst creeted wa~ 

converted into a mortal' battery. and tIl(' other ,ii-
2N2 
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CHAP XXV. mantled. An additional post was establiRhed on 
the bank of the river, to confine the garrison, and 
some fkl(l-piece~ were attached to it, with a ,iew to 

their being brought to hear OIl the gate on that side 
of the fort. On the !'ame (lav it heeame necessarY to 

• • 
withdraw i II(' British camp four hunclrpd yards, in 

conscquellct' of the guns of the fort having found 
its range. 

For several successive days little occurred wortby 
r note, except repeated sallies by the garrisoll, 
, hich were invariably repulspd with Rpirit, an ex­

. ,Iosion within the fort caused by the fire of the 

ilowitzers, and the arrival at the British camp of 
some seasonable reillfor("('ments. But though un 
aeceAsion of troops waR yery desirable, the be­
sieging forcp were even in greater want of artil-

A. D. 181H. kl"y and ammunitioIl. Oil the 2Gth of May 
the breach was carried through the wall of the 
inner fort; hut hy this time the twelve-pounder 

. shots were all expended, aUll eyery heavy gun was 
run at the vent. The a<lvancenlf'lIt of the breach 
consequently depended on t he cighteen-pounder~, 

and for the ~lIpplr of them a very small share of 
ammunition remained. Everv en(leavonr was now -
used to effect a slope on the flanks of Uw breaeh, to 
facilitate the ascent of the tITre-pleil/c, and shells 
were thrown at intervals to prevent the enemy 
constructing a retrenchment. Thes!' objects having 
l'fen pursued through two dar, it was thought that 
;d·· . t ~!rnpt to storm might be m:1,(\(> on the 2Dt h 
wir:, . probability of success. 
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The parties for the attack haviug been told off on Cl 

the preceding evening, took up in the morning the 

positions assigned to them. The column for the 

attack of the breach was commanded by Mnjor 

Greenhill, of the 17th Madras Native Infantry. It 
consisted of one hundred Europeans and eight hun­

dred sepoys, who remained in the parallel on the 

hank of the river. The column de~tin8d to storm 

the pettah was cOlBpo~ed of five hundred sepoys 

under Lieutenant-Colonel Mathew Stewart, of the 

Madras Native Infalltry. This columll cros:>ed the 

river lower down to a point on the left hUlk, eight 

hundred yards from the walls. The third column, 

which was commandc!l by Major l\laebcau, of the 

Madras N ati ve Infantry, had for its object the escalade 

of the outer wall ncar the river gate. This colullm 

took post near the six-pouuder lmttery up the right 

hank. It consisted of fifty V I ""peans and tim:" IlUll­

fired sepoys. Each colul!l ; 1('·,rledlJY a party of 

pioneers, with tools and L 

""er officer; and that of]\! 
with bundles of long gra 

be necesBary in tilling ul' 

. all'] led by an cllgi­
n:Pllhill was pl'oyide4 

if: a ['plied a~ might 

'."~. These prepara-
tinns, however, proved Iii; ,,;Jing. Aftpr a wanll 

lire of two hours from th,· breaching' and 1Ilort:LJ' ,> 
batteries against the point of attack, -:\lajor Gn'ull-

hill's ("olumn moved forwanl. As it approached tIll.' 

outer wall, Lieutenant NutteR, the scniur en~6nel'r 

since the death of Lieutellant Davis, ascended the 

breach in front, and had no l:iooner attained its sum­

mit than he discov('rcd ill~l1pcrahlc oh"tadc~, the 

" , . 
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CHAP. XXV. existence of which was previously unsuspected. 
He was in the act of pronouncing the word" im­
practicable," and warning back those behind him, 
when he fell, pierced by several balls: the storming 
party not having noticed his signal, continued to 
advance under a fire of small arms, by which their 
commander, Major Greenhill, was wounded. All 
110uht as to the result of the attack was soon 
removed by the unwelcome discovery that the lad­
ders of the assailants were too short to be of usc. 
Colonel Macdowell consequently ordered the party 
to retire, which they did in exemplary order under 
a harassing fire from the enemy. The attack Ull­

der Colonel Stewart was more fortunate. He had 
gained a eonHiderablc portion of the pettah when 110 
was joined by Major Macbean, the ohject of that 
officer's attack having heen found unattainalJle, and 
the united force quickly succeedeu in ohtaining pos­
session of the entire town. !II 

• The causes of the failure of the main attack me investigated 
with some minuteness by Colonel Blacker, who also criticisH freely 
the engineering arrangements. On a wbjcct so purely tech· 
nical, the opinion of this officer should be stated in his own 
words. He says-" The breach in the ('uter wall, ab has been 
seen, was only practicaLle in its dirtct ascent; but though the 
descent on the other side was impracticable, the height of nine feet 
would by no means have accounted for the disappearance of the 
ladders, had not there he"·,, :I trench excavated within to deprive 
them of a footing. 'fL" ']ud likewise cut off the bfl'ach by a 
retrenchment, flanked Ui.nns, which would have been suffi­
cient to destroy the heal"" C'Jlumn had it attcml,tcd to de­
""end; and the nume': . tcbjocks, of unerring aim, placed 
l;d,iIl(l thi::- work tr qtrr~~ed fire on the ~u,!~r.lit of the 
!ll Dull! ll<' h dis-
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_I,Ll, ,:,_, failure of the attack on the 29th of CHAP. XXV. 

May, it '" resolved to direct tIle next upon a new A. D. IHlB. 

point. On the lst of June the camp was removed 
across the Moassum to the vicinity of the Gheerna, 
which was dose io its rear. In addition to other 

reasons, the expediency of this measure was UJ'g-ed 

by regard to the season of the year, alld to the pro-
bable filling up of the Moa~sum by the a[lproa~hillg 
rains, the eJlect of which would be to separate tltu 

besiegerl':' from the fort. VariolLs preparatiOlls, UIl-· 

'r>essary to be related in detail, were carried on 
lJile the British cOIlllllaIlfler awaited the arrival of a 

.' ttering-train. from Ahmednuggur, which arri vell on 

~,lmntages. A proof of this was seen in the fate of the engin, 
who alone recei\'Cd seven balls, and will account for the pTi 
tancy with which the ladders were dropt out of hand. N, 
greg, was made in tilling up the moat heyond the small qu" 
of rubbish which fell from the jallsse.brmj". and. indeed. ic 
spl'r.tnbility, as well as its distance from the outer wall, wa, . "" 
for the lirst time, fully ascertained. Of the inner line, nolhlllg 
but the upper part had been yet bcen; and though the breach 
was a goud une if it could have been approaehc(l. there was no 
way to get from it on the terre-pleine to the right and left. and 

,I", d~seent on the other "ide was still more difficult than that of 

. uuter wall. Under all these circumstances, it was esteemed 
rlunate that no lodgement was atte,mptcd between the two line" 
it would have been attended with very severe loss. ant! ulii, 
.Iely useless; for the guns were unserviceable. the amrnulli­
,]I was expcnded, the soil 80 mixed \1 ·t~: ruck a~ tr, \,r ('(:1 

'"ing. and the access through the h, 'c flV", 

to render all communication from t. ,d insl' 
" side. indisputahly the strongest. \\" 
'Ilains unexplained with the death of 

".,., been suggested. except the exister, 
un the bank of the river, which alford,. 
the sicgc."-M"moir. Pl'. 327. 328. 

, ted fe" 

".meer. 
tope, , 

:il;ut \' 
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CHAP. XXV. the 10th of Juno. On that night the mortars were 

A.D. 1818. brought into battery, and on the following monling 
they opened a discharge, one effect of which was to 

fire a store of powder within the fort. The explo­

sion threw down from twenty to thirty yards of the 

curtain of the inner line. A breaching battery was 

Hoon ready to follow up the work of dm;truction, 

auel was forthwith put into operation. The enemy 

were now alarmed, and tendered submission upon 

terms. They were answered that nothing but un­

conditional surrender could he accepted. The Arabs, 

however, were from some cause apprehensive for 

their personal safety after surrender, and hesitated 

to tru:st the faith of those in whoso power tlwy 

were requir~d to place themselves. " Finding," 
says Colonel Macdowell, "that treachery on our 

part was suspected, and wishing to do away a re­

port ::11 over Candeish so prejudicial to our cha­

racter, I did not lwsitate in signing a paper, declaring, 
ill the lleLme of my government, that the garrison 

, .. dlOuld not be put to death after they surrendered." 

NothinQ', 1I\J(ler the eircUJilstances, could be more 
L 

jllllicio1ls than the ('O]](llwt of Colonel ~facdoweIl; 

but the ('(Jllce~sioll lle~('s:"ary to remove the distrust 

uf the garrisoll led to suusequent dispute. The na­
ti ve scribe who drew up the paper eml.loyed words, 

either by mistake, iuadvertence', or design, which 

,'l"Jrnised indulgences lleyer mtended. These, of 
,·"urse. 
'l' refll~ 

. claimed; and the (J uestion of yielding 

l'em beillg referred to Mr. Elphinstone, 
,'. II; ;,·it :!:- I'.'" a~ it Wlt:- liberal awl 110-
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. Il ,.<1 It". decided that the Arabs must be admil 
, the !lrlv:1l1tages which they had been 1(' 
[ll'l't. ,* 

Before the fall of Malligaulll, the once hallghty, 
[JUt now humbled, Peishwa, had ceased even to pre­
tend to the exercise of suvereign power. lIe had 
wandered in every direction, and in every direction 
had met with disappointment and defeat. "His 
flight," says Colonel Blacker, "seemed restrieted 
within a magic circle, from which he appeared des-

;l,~d never to be emancipated. He fled twice to 
il' northward and twice to the southward. To the 
:~tward was the ocean, and to the eastward, where 

,lie land was wide and contained well-wiRllt~rs to 
his cause, he had met with one of his severest de­
feats. Again he sought the north; and after a 
flight of several hundred miles, he found himself on 
the horders of Candeish, not t{tr (listant frlJm the 
extreme point of a previous visit, but more closely 
Leset by enemies than on the former occasion." 
The sudden dispersion of the several sirdars and 
lheir followers in various di redions, after the signal 
tl,)feat of the Peishwa by Colouel Adams, had n:fl­

tlered it difficult to ascertaiu tlw cour~c of the 

• The unusual suspicion of the garrie'JIl I)n this occasion na­
,ally excites curiosity as to ito cau.",. Could it derive its 
'~n from what had occurred at Talne;r? Tit" language of 
,lonel Macdowell is sOlllewhat remarkahle.'·' to imply 

. "t the suspicion extended beyonJ the garri· ,e fears he 
'.>, desirous of allaying ;-" Wishing to d", report all 

ol'er Cundcish so prejudicial to our charactu "'Clf, it will 
he recollected, was in Candeish. 

• 
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CHAP. XXV. Peishwa himself, and both General Smith and Gene­
ral Doveton were led into wrong tracks. But the 
meshes were closely drawn around the fugitive, and 
escape being impossible, he ultimately made over­
tures of submissiol1 to Sir John Malcolm. That 
officer, having asked the vakeel by whom the mes­
sage wm, conveye(! whether he thought the Peishwa 
was sincere in the proceeding, received an answer 
highly expressive of the opinion entertained of the 

t'a,llen prince by one who may be supposed to have 
enjoyed opportunities of knowing him well. " I 
should imagine," said the discreet officer, "that he 
must he sincere, for I cannot /,lUess what possible 
illusive project he can now have left." Hi" situation 
was indeed desperate, and was so felt by himself. 
In an interview with Sir John Malcolm, which fol­
lowed, the Peishwa exclaimed, "How can I resist 
110W? I am surrounded! General Doveton is at 
Borhampore; you are at Metowla; Colouel Russell 
at 13oorgham. I am enclosed." After some inef­
fectual attempts to obtain delay, in the hope of 
making hetter terms, he yielded to the force of the 
eircllmstance.s in which he was placed, and surren­
dered to the British government. 

Long before this event it had heen determined 
to deprive him of all sovereignty, find of this he was 
apprized by Sir J olm Malcolm previously to his 
surrender. The determination was just and wise. 
The perfidy which had marked his conduct, and the 
iuveterate hatr:(] ,yjlidl he had di"l'l:',v!'(l tow:,",]" 
the British I"cd this COl" ,; onl' 
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consistent with prudence. . If, indeed, additional CHAP. xxv. 
grounds of justification were required, they would 
J,e found in the atrocious proceedings in which he 
had been implicatetl subsequently to his attack upon 
the British residency. His flight had been tl career 
of crime, as well as of misfortune and suffering. He 
had put to death two British travellers in cold blood, 
and committed other acts at variance with the 
usages of even semi-civilizc(J nations. NOlie but 

himself and his coadjutors in crime could lamollt 
hb fall. 

The governor-general had repolved upon restoring 
the house of Sattara to sovereignty. The motiw 
to this proceeding was, tlJ:l.t the Sat tara Rajah was 
the descendant and r; presentative of Sevajee, tile 

founder of the MalJl" tta cmpire, of which Sattara 
was regarded as the capital. The Peishwa was no­
minally but the vicegerent of the H.ajah of Sattara; 
be received the dress of investiture from his hand", 
and rendered some other aeknowledgments of de­
pendency; though practically the superior had bee1l 
the slave and prisoner of his lieutenant.* A portion 
of territory was assignee} for the new, or rather re­
vi ved, state of Sattara, and prior to the surrender of 
the Puishwa the prince had been publicly enthroned 
with much ceremony. \Vlth the exception of tllo 
tract of land thus appropriated, the l'eishwa's do­
millions werc annexec\ to the British tcrritories, awl 
Il!l became a pensioner upon the Britioh government. 
in these few words is recounted the CUll of a statc 

• See vol. i. pllge 7 I. 
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CHAP. XXV. and dynasty which had been regarded as the key­
"tone of Mahratta power. 

The life of Bajee Rao, its last head, had been 
eventful. On the death of his father, his brother 
and himself were alternately raised to the musnud 
and dethroned, as rival parties gained or lost the 
ascendancy. Bajee Rao was at la8t apparently fixed 
OIL the throne by the assistance of Scindia; but, 
shortly afterwards, he and his ally were defeateu by 
lIolkar, and Bajee Rao arrived at llassein a fugitive 
and a wanderer. Here he formed an alliance with 
the British government, by whose assistance he waR 
restored to a throne of somewhat diminished splen­
dour but of increased security.* The magnitude 
of the favour might have been expected to attach 
him to the inten,sts of the power by whom it wu.c 

bestowed. The general characteristic of Orienta; 
I)otentates is, however, intense and unalloyed sel­
fislme8s, and the Peishwa's afforded an instanee, not 
an exception. HiH character was marked by timi 
dity, his habits were those of the grossest seu­
::;uality, and he manifcsteu all utter destitution oj 

all honourahle prineiple. His cowardice probabl.' 
led him to suspect the illtl;ntion~ of the Briti~L 

government to be less friendly towards him th:lIi 
they originally were; his debasing sensu:tlity led I,· 

the encouragement of despicable parasites, who :,i 

once flattered and ministered to his viees; and b I 
total insensibility to those principles \\"hichimpo' 
re~tmillt on hetter naturei<, matlu hilJl unscrup"lolI-

* Sec vol. iii. l'ag-c -;;; 
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'0 the means employed for acc/)mplishing his cn."p. x). \ 

. '. From the time of the murrler of GUllgadhur 
..;try, his cour,.e was that of a man nIshing headlong 

,dc8tnwtion. In addition to the qualities :1) ready 
mentioned, he p08sesserl an unusual portion of blind 
obstinacy, which was pminently displaycrl in the te­
nacity with which lH' cllln~ to his wretched favourite, 
I'rimbuckjee Dainglia, ill the hope of rendering him 

as serviceable a minist('l' to hi!'! ambition and re-
Wltg-u, as he had alreaclv been to vices of a different - . 
character. By this marl adhesion to a conncction as 

dishonourable as its o~jeet was hopeless, he involved 
himself in a dispute with the British government. 
from which he escaped, not indeed unharmed, hl11 

still in a better condition than 118 had reason to ('.' 
peet. Although the result of this attempt mig], 
have shewn him the folly of his course, he repeat, 
the error which had deprived his throne of a porti" 
both of solidity and splendour, and he lm,t nIl. 11 
dl'scended from the rank of a sovereign to that of 
dC'pcndent on the bounty of foreigners. The justi h­

able ness of his deprivation can be que8tioned 1, 
none but those who are resolved to !;lee nothing hi' 
injn~tice in the conduct of the British govcrnmclI 
in India, nothing but !;lllffering innocence in nati \ 
princes. If ml'n have a right to repel wrong by :1 

appeal to :mns, and to dpprive their enemy of tl, 
means of inflicting' injury, the moral part of tIl 
question, as regards the Peishwa, is decided. TJ., 
expediency of the proceeding is equ:Llly clear, ali! 

all tll:tt l'''lI1aill' 'I"Pstionahl,· j,' t"I' proprif'h' 
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CHAP. XXY. annexing the forfeited dominions to the British ter­
ritorif's. 

There are persons who entertain great apprehen­
sions of the evils likely to result from the extension 
of our empire in the East; but those evils are 

never very clearly defined. If the territory be 
tolerably compact, it is not easy to perceive why a 
dominion extending through twenty or thirty de­

grees may not be as secure and as well governed as 
one of a hundred miles. The prohability, indoe(l, 
is that it will be better governed, for all small 

settlements, at a distauce from the parent COHn­

try, are notoriously seats of the most scandalOlF 
abuses. When the peace of India, and the safety oj 

the British empire there, rendered it necessary th~l 
the Peishwa should cease to reign, three course~ 
were open to the victors ;-to place on the throll , 
one of the royal blood,-to place a stranger there, 
-or to incorporate the territories of the dethroned 

prince with those of the state by whom he had been 
conquered. In making a choice among them, tIll' 

conquerors could not fairly be expected to lose sight 
altogether of their own interest; at the samt: time 
they were boun(l to pay due attention to a 8uhjf'ct 
rarely thought of hy native so\'Crcign~,-the interest-; 
of tIl(' people to be governed. Had the British ele­
vated to the musnud some member of the subdued 

Peishwa'R family, all th8 8vilR of th8 Mahratta 
confederacy would have b8en perpetuated, and 
Poona would always have been a focus of anti 
British intri .l\lC. "\Vo ha"l' lItHl fhll and mo~t 
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serious proof," !<uid thc Marquis of Hastings, "that CHAP. xxv. 
no distinctnl'~R of obligation will prevent a Peishwa 
from secretly claiming the aIlC'g-ianre I,f the other 
Mahratta sovereigns; and irrefragable (,\'idence ha~ 

shcwn that the implicit obedicllt'e recognized as 
due to the mandates of such a head of the Mah-
ratta empire will operate in violation of every 
solemnity of pledge to us-nay, in despite of the 
individual's feelings of attachment to us. Th0re 
must, then, be no Peishwa. But our abrogation of 
the title would be nugatory, were we to raise to the 
musnUlI a person whose indefeasible right by blood 
to claim the prerogatives of the Peishwaship w(luld 
1)1) acknowledged by every Mahratta."* 

Such were the views of the Marquis of IIastil1g~, 
I they were sound and just. The gratitlHle to 
(,xpected from a prince elevated to the tl,l'onc 
t he favour of the British government I"as ex­

'i .Iified in the case of Bajee Rao. Had the s('('nw I 
i]'se been taken, and a stranger been inst:llk-d 
j he sovereignty, he must have been maintained 
10 by British force, and the only difference ],,'-

,'I'll this and the actual assumption of dominiOlJ 
!lId have been, that in the former case the go­
'llUwnt would be much weaker aud infinitely 

]1,01'('. corrupt. To the third course no oLjection 
appears but the vague one, which is derived from 
the belief that all increase of territory is an evil. 
This may I'mffice to settle the question with reganl 

* Letter from the Marquis of Ha~ting~ tel the Court of Dil cc. 
tors, 20th of April, 1818. 
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CHAP. XXV. to the interests of the conquerors. AI'! t" clll' in­
terests of the people to be governed, the question is 
still more easy of answer. ·Whoever knows what even 

the hest native government is, must be aware that 
an exchangc for British rule mnst ever IJe for th(~ 

henefit of the people. Abuses may be perpetrated 
under the Briti8h governl!lent, but they are mostly 
traeeable to the native officers employed; nnd i, 

they takc placc under all the cheeks impose!l \,\ 
Elll'opcan prineiplC'~, what must be their exten: 
wl]l'll tIll' higher functionaries of the state are w 
ready as the lower to participate in and profit 1); 
them? The truth is, that in a native state tli, 

government itself is hut one vast ahuse from tli. 

monarch to thc pettiest retainer of office-no one 
eWll supposus that it existR for the public benefit­
it is regarded as an engine to enable those who can 
get possession of it to gratify their own avarice and 
amhitiol1. It wil! require a long period to estabIi,] 

sounder views, and for years to come, 
government ,';LIl he a gO('U government, 
ments of good governlllC'llt do not exist. 

no nati'. 
The c~· 

Two poillts in the arrangement connected with 
the fall of the Peislma. and his territory appear 
open to serious hlame. Thc }ll'Ovil':iolJ made for 

hiE' support was exorbitant;* and with reference 
to the example afforded hy the !'lons of 'rippoo Sl'! 

~ Sir John Malcolm engagt'd that it &hould not be less tit;.· 

cip:ht lacs, besides provisions for principal Jaghiredars, old :; , 
h(·rents, Brahmins of venerable character, nnd religious c.tahIi,' 
ment8 founded >lnd supported by the Peishwa's family, 
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tan most ullwise. This was the error of Sir Jolin CHAP. X· '. 

Malcolm. The governor-general', views OIl the 
subject of provision for the dt'po~ed prince were far 
more moderate. On learning that overtures had 
been received from Bajee Rao, he addressed a 
series of instructions to Sir J olm Malcolm, one of 
which prescribed that the amount of stipend for the 
Peishwa's maintenance should either be left open 
for the decision of government, or fixed at the 
lowest sum adequate to support him in comfort find 
respectability. These instructions did not arrive 
till after Bajee Rao had surrendered, when Sir J olm 
Malcolm, having acted on his own responsibility, 
was 110 longer able to obey the orders of the go­
vernor-general, and when the latter could not, with 
a regard to good faith, refuse to confirm the pro-
mises of his officer. Sir John Malcolm warmly de-
fended his own arrangement, urging that Bajee 
Iho's submission, and the consequent termination 
of the war, might be regarded as cheaply pur-
chased by the sacrifices which he had consented to 
make; that the Peishwa might still have succeeded 
in eluding the British detachments by which he was 
hemmed in, maintaining a desultory contest, and 
keeping alive the flames of war; that the surrenuer 
of the prince in the manner in which it took place, 
and his public reTlunciation of sovereignty, followed 
hy his march through the country ill the apparent 
condition of a prisoner, was a more desirable result 
of the war, and more ralclllated to make a useful 

VOL. I\'. 20 
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CIlA~XV. impression on the ,Public mind, and on the Peishwa's 
late subjects, than his capture or fall in the field, 
supposing either of those iSRues prohable. In re­
gard to the large pecuniary provision, Sir John 
Malcolm referred to precedpnt, rppresented the im­
probability of a smaller sum being accepted, and 
contpncled that it was not more than a suitable main­
tenance for the Peishwa, nor likely to be employed 
in creating combinations against British interestfl. 
The governor-general, however, was not convinced. 
Recurring to the subject after a lapse of four years, 
he said, "To none of these propositions could I give 
my assent; but, as already stated, I did not hesitate 
to ratify the terms actually maue, however unac­
cordant to my own expectations." * 

• 

The governor-general was not answerable for the 
error committed ill this respect, and he acted in a 
spirit of honour and good faith in surrendering his 
own views, under the circumstances that had taken 
place without his knowledge or concurrence. For 
the error remaining to be noticed he must be IwId 
accountable. He was fully aware of the tenacity of 
the Mahratta confederacy, so long as a rallying-point 
remained, round which association threw its mystic 
interest. He saw that thpre must be no Peishwa, 
either in name or in fact; for if there were, there 
would be no peace for India. He wisely determined, 
therefore, that there should be none; but while thus 

* Letter from Marquis of Hastings to Secret Committee, 17th 
of October, 1822. 
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. I .. llg Mahratta intrigue of one nucleus, he raised CHAP. xX". 
'.Ill oblivion and neglect another. All the reasons 

"lJich counselled that there should be no Peishwa 
pressed with equal cogency against the revival of 
the claims of the Hlljah of Sattara. To sever the 
usurping am1, and at the same time to elevate the 
long drooping head of the Mahratta body, was not II 
consistent course of policy, the object being to de­
stroy. The master wa!:! now freed from the domi­
nation of his am bitious servant, allll restored, in 

'tagillatioll at least, to the place which, according 
. the theory of the Mahratta league, was his right. 

i8 not desirable, on general principles, to disregard 
" claims of rauk in India, even in cases where they 

might be annihilated without injustice. For the sake 
of preserving some useful gradations in society. as 
well as to cast over its framework a covering of grace 
and dignity, it is expedient to uphold the distinctions 
of rank and hirth, where they can be upheld without 
producing private injury or public mischief. But. 
the re-organization of the sovereignty of the Rajalt of 
Sattara, the investment of that personage with tf'J"­
ritorial dominion and power, was not of this harmle~s 
character. The extent of territory assigned to Ilirn 
was indeed small, and the political power VPI'Y 

RtriCtly limited; but there was cnough to afford 
stimulus tl) the wild visions of Mahratta fanlT 
The throne of Revajee waf; restored, and though it 
could boast little of cither power or splendour, it 

waF! to t.he Mahratta what Mecca is to the Mllssul­
mllu--Q SOurCR of enthusiasm and hope. 

202 
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CHAP. XXV. The wretched person whose guilty subservienc~ 
to a profligate master had reduced that master from 
a sovereign to a captive wa;; rendered too important, 
by the extensive mischief which he caused, for his 
fate to be a matter of indifference. \Vhen the 
army of the Peii>hwa broke up, Trimbuckjee Dain­

glia retired to the neighbourhood of Na!>!'ick, where 
he for some time remained concealed. After an at­
tempt to make terols through Sir J olm Malcolm, 
which ended in nothing, a body of horse under Cap­
tain Swanston was detached from a distant station, 
the selection being made with a view to avert sus­
picion. The detachment marched with so much 
rapidity that no intelligence of their approach pre­
ceded them, and they were, consequently, enabled to 
surround the village where the fugitive lay. Trilll­
buckjee was reclining on a cot when the gates of tlw 
house were forced, and the British troops entered 
He had just time to fly to the upper part of the 
house and conceal himself among some straw. From 
this coycrt he was taken without any resistanc£', and 
sent to Tannal], the lliace of his former confinement. 
He was shortly afterwards sent round to Dengal, 
and lodged in the fort of Chunar.* 

The I'eishwa subdued and under restraint, his 
army dispersed, and his minion and evil genius, 
Trimbuckjce Dainglia, once more a prisoner to the 
British government, the fearful course of events, 
which had their origin in the treachery of the court 

" It was here that he was visited by Bishop Heber, whose ac· 
count of his escape is quoteLl in a note on pages 425, 42G. 
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I'. ,." la, wight he rcgarded as brought to n happy CHAP. xxv . 
. "l'mination. At Nagpore there still remained 

Ill\Ielt to he effected. On the 25th of June the A.D. IBIS. 

"'w Hajah, tl child only tell years of age, was 

demnly Jllaced on the Illusnud.* But' his place 

'as !lot uncontested; for Appa Sahib had some 
.1IIe hefore eHected his escape. As in most in· 

'anees of the like nature, there appears to have 
·"cn considPl"altle defieiency of vigilancc ill those 
,llOse duty it Wa!; to keep the prisoner in security. 

'I'pa Sahib "nUII fuulld himself surrounded hy a 
·:tud of adherents, who had anticipated his escape. 

• The country remained. until the year 1826. entirely under 
," Rriti@h government, and during the intervening period its 
, • ''}It'rity rapidly advanced under the able management of the 
• itish re~id~nt. Mr. Jenkins. The precise nature of th~ relation 
,I,ijisting at the time betwcen the two stutes it might not be 
"y to fix with any degree of precision. In May. 1816. a 
,dlsidiary treaty had been concluded during the regency of Appa 
·"hih, but that treaty was dissolved by his almost immediate 
. 'achery and hostility. For this reason its articles have not 
"n noticed in the text. The provisional arrangement which 

,Ilowcd Willi in like manner terminated by the continued want of 
"th manife.ted by Appa Sahib. Indcpendently of th~se circum· 
""ICe". IlII the SUCCC8"Or of Al'pa Sahib did not derive his claim 
"m that prince. hut owed his elevation to the choice of the 

. <, itish government. it is obvious that he could claim nothing 
"del' engagements made with a party with whom he had no 

." ,litical connection. In 1826 a treaty was concluded with the 
'[,jah. in which it i. formally recited that the treaty of 1816 was 

-"olvcd hy the atta.ck on thc British ~csident and troops. It 
",<t be taken. therefore, that for eight years the relations of the 
'.J itish government and the government of Nagporc were not 
,~ulated hy any formal engagement, but merely by an implied 

,,,dcrstanding. The provisioll' of the treaty of 1826 are obviously 
,,,t entitled to he noticed here. 
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CHAP. XXV. Flying to the Mahadeo till fresh numbers continued 
to flock to his standard, and relying, not without 
reason, upon finding a party in Nagpore waiting to 
support him, he, after a time, proceeded to Chou­
ragurh, and took possession of the fort without re­
sistance. He had at this time an agent at Borham­
pore engaged in obtaining Arab soldiers, an em­
ployment at which Scindia's governor ill that city, 
as might be expecteu, connived. The desire of Appa 
Sahib to collect an anny was opportunely favoured 
by the dissolution of that of the Peishwa. In addi­
tion to his exertions to this end in other places, he 
maintained a correspondence with his connections in 
the capital of his former dominions. These laboured 
indefatigably to enrol and organize bodies of anned 
adherents in the interior, while they supplied Appa 
Sahib with money for the collection and payment 
of troops on the frontier. Their endeavours were 
further directed to undermine the fidelity of the 
British troops, and to a certain extent they were 
successful. So alarming were the various indica­
tions of active hostility, that the resident felt it to 
be necessary to apply to General Doveton and Co­
lonel Adams for reinforcements. Towards the latter 
end of October, a combined irruption of different 
columns into thc Mahadeo hills, for the purpose of 
surrounding Appa Sahib, was projected, and they 

• 
moved accordingly. Appa Sahib then fleu, escorted 
by a body of horse unuer ehetoo, the Pin darry chief, 
but closely pursued. He was overtaken near As­
seergurh, a fortress belonging to Scindia, and would 
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,,'llly have been captured, had not It part of the CH,H'. xxv. 

Irrison sallied out to his :1Ssistancf'. 
A>1scergurh W88 one of the fortresses of which, as 

It precautionary measure, temporary possession was 
to be given to the British government, undor the 
rrovi~ions of the treaty concluded with Scindia in 
I b 17. The troops, however, destined for its occu­
pation were wanted in another quarter, and sub­
,,·quently the course of events rendering it, in the 

lIt1gment of the governor-general, unnecessary to 
Iforce the claim, he determined to relinquish it.· 
,,·fore this determination was communicated to 
"'india, Jeswunt Rao Lar, the officer command-
1Ig' at Asseergurh, had committed It direct act of 
,,~tility by firing on a detachment of the Company's 

"OpS which had occasion to pass the fort in 

• In an elaborate narrative of the transactions of this war, the 
(arquis of Hutings .ays, .. Rejoiced at being able to take a con· 
;,atory .tep towards Scindiu by a relaxation of the conditioDs, I 
"'ct~d that the claim upon Asseergurh should be given up." 

. hy his lord,hip rejoiced in such an opportunity it is difficult to 
'Iagine, unlell it were for the reasons which appear in the follow· 
~ paseage in the paragraph immediately preceding that from 
I,jch the above quotation is taken. .. That his highness [Scin· 
,] hlld eubscribed to the terms only through inability to resist 

.\,1., unquestionable. No di.position to fulfil practical\y any of 
the provu.ions of that treaty which he could evade was to be ex· 
pected; and the fact of his having a secret compact with Bajee 
Rao, necessarily hostile to us, and thence prompting a counter· 
action of our purposes, was clear from a variety of indications 
allowing no other conclusion." These two passages taken in 
connection alford a fine illustration of the habit of the Marquis of 
Hastings of affecting policy which Hecmed to challenge the prais~ 
of being generous and magnanimolls, They occur in a letter to 
the Secret Committee, dated the 17th of October, 1822. 
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CHAP, XXV, moving to int8rcept the Peishwa. This was lIot 

allowed to interfere with the fulfilment of the go­
vernor-general's intention. The Marquis of Has­

tings was magnanimously rlisposed, and he caused 
au intimation to be given to Scindia, that if another 
commandant were appointed to Asseergnrh, and J es­
wlInt Rno Lar should refuse to dpliver the fortress, 

the place should then be reduced by the Company's 
troops and restored to Scindia without any charge 
for the expense of the siege. At this time the 
governor-general was aware that Scindia was in 
friendly correspondence .vith the Peishwa, and that 
~uch correspondence was not even denied. But. in 
his own language, "no more austere tone" was 
u!lopted than had previously marked the intercourse 
of the British government with its perfidious ally. 
" My solicitude," said the Marquis of Hastings, "to 

hring into confidential reliance upon us a prince 

whose sovereignty I meant to uphold stood upon 
its original principle of policy. Conformahly to 
those sentiments, the punishment of J eswunt Rao 
Lar was left to Scindia's own discretion." The 
"discretion" of the treacherous chief was exercised 
in forwarding orders for the recall of Jeswunt Rao 
Lar from hi" command, which orders even the gover­
nor-general qualifies by the word" ostE'nsible." J es­
wunt Rno Lar well knew the precise degree of 
ooediPTlce that was pxpected to these orders, and he 
was prepared ,vith a never-failing supply of excuses 
for disregarding them. The commandant was aware 
that he was wanted at llis j' , (t) ensure the 1'ro-
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,,'j HI which \1(> had constantly afforded to the CHAP. '. 

I 'indarrics wht·n harassed by the British forces, and 
., gratify his master by the exercise of such othpl' 

" .. ts of hostility to the British government as might 
Itl' practicaL)\'. His sally for the benefit of Appa 
Sahib was one of those acts of apparent insubordi-
nation but reul obedicuce. His conduct in this 
illst:uU'e was brought to the notice of Scilldia, who 
dirl not hesitatr' to issue Ollt such orders as his con-
nection with the Company's govenmwnt required. 
Ire directed that Appa Sahib should be given up, 
,Ifill he repeated his command for the immediate ap-
i )!'arance of J eswunt Ruo Lar at Gwalior to account 
lilr hi!'l contumacv. But the commandant did not • 
"he}, and the governor-general's good opinion of 
"ciIHlia Iwgan at length to give way before the 
invincible perverseness of that chieftain's servant . 
. , His shuffling," says the Marquis of Hastings, 
"cnmbined with other endeavours of Scindia at this 
juncture, awakened the surmise that there was more 
"f actiYe duplicity nn the part of the Maharajah 
t han we had been willing to believe." Admirable 
a~ iH the simple-minrled credulity which reposed in 
easy confidencl' on Mahratta assurances, though con­
tradicted by acts a8 plainly as acts could contradict 
them, it may he questioned whether (if it existed) 
there wem not more of such a quality than became 
the pnsition of the governor-general of India. If it 
did not exist, the profession of it was scarcely 
le~s inconsistent with that position. * Under the 

• It io to he recoll~cted that the l'rofeosion" ut confidence ad. 
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CHAP. XXV. influence of a light that had just broken in upon the 
governor-general, or at least had but just been ac­
knowledged, different corp8 of British troops were 
ordered to close upon Asseergurh for the purpose of 
reducing it. Scindia pressed strongly that means 
should be taken for the punishment of the comman­
dant without reducing the f(utress; and his conduct 
in this respect tended to confirm the fmspicion now 
entertained by the governor-general as t.o his sin­
cerity. The course proposed was, in the view of 
his lordship, and it may be added must have been 
regarded by all other men, as so obviously impracti­
cable, "that it betrayed an interest in what was going 
forward beyond what could be accounted for by the 
simple repugnance to have the notion of the fort's 
impregnability exploded." This experiment upon 
the credulity or the moderation of the Briti~h go­
vernment was unsuccessful. The siege of Asseergurh 
was determined on, and Scindia was required to 
furnish a body of troops to aid in the work. This 
he could not refuse without an open breach of his 
engagements, and the re(luired aid was consequently 
furnished. The Mahratta, however, had the satis-

verted to were not made to Scindia. In political intercourse it is 
occasionally necessary to maintain an appearance of amity where 
suspicion, or more than suspicion, is entertained. Nor in truth is 
there any deception in this: the appearance is known by the 
opposite party to he only an appearance, and to indicate no more 
than a desire to avoid or to postpone a quarrel. But the avowal of 
the Marquis of HlI8tings's co:lfidence in Seindia is quoted from a 
letter addressed to the authorities at homp, to whom he WIUI 

responsible. The letter is that .,1' 1' .• 17th ,f Oc("lllr. Ii"!'.'. al. 
ready referred to. 
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laction of knowing that his troops, being cavah'y, <':H~l. \. xv. 
conld be of little service in the conduct of a siege. 

The force assembled against Asseergurh was under 
the command of Brigadier-General Doveton, who 
arrived in the vicinityahout the middle of February, A. D. lA19. 

UnD. He was reinforced from various quarters, and 
on the 17th of March was prepared to undertake an 
attack upon the pettnh. Towards a just understand-
ing of the movements for the reduction of the place, 
the following description of it by Colonel Blacker 
will be found serviceable :-" The upper fort, in its 
greatest length from west to east., is about eleven 

hundred yards, and in its extreme breadth from 
north to south about six hundred; but owing to the 
irregularity of its shape, the area will not be 
fuund to be more than three hundred thousand 
!Jl}uare yards. It crowns the top of a detached hill 
seven hundred and fifty feet in height, and rouw! 
the foot of the wall enclosing the area is a bluff prl}-
cipice, from eighty to OIle hundred and twenty feet 
in perpendicular depth, so well scarped as to leave 
110 avenues of ascent except at two places. To for-

'-v these has therefore been the principal care in 
ol18tructing the upper fort, for the wall which skirts 

.. , precillice is no more than a low curtain, except 
i1p,re the guns are placed in battery. This is one 

i tIle few hill forts possessing an abundant supply 
water which is not commanded within common 

ollge; but it fully participates in the common dis­
." I vantage attending !Jimilar places of strength, by 
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CHAP. XXV. affording cover in every direction to the approaches 
of an enemy, through the numerous ravines by 
which its inferior ramifications are separated. In 
one of these, which terminates within the up}H'r fort. 
is the northern avenue, where the hill is highe8t; and 
to bar the access to the place at that point, au outer 
rampart, containing four casemates with embrasures, 
eighteeu feet high, as many thick, and one hundred 
and ninety feet long, crosses it from one part of the 
interior wall to another, where a re-entering angle is 
formed by the works. A sallyport of extraordinary 
construction descends through the rock at the sonth­
eastern extremity, and is easily blocked on necessity 
hy dropping down materials at certain stages which 
are open to the top. The principal avenue to the 
fort is on the south-west side, where there is conse­
quently a double line of works ahove; the lower of 
which, twenty-five feet in height, runs along the foot 
of the bluff precipice, and the entrance passes 
through five gateways by a steep ascent of stone 
steps. The masonry here is uncommonly fine, a~ 

the natural impediments are on this side least diffi­
cult; and on this account a third line of work~. 
called the lower fort, embraces an inferior branch 
of the hill immediately above the pettah. The wall 
is about thirty feet in height, with towers; and at 
its northern and southern extremities it ascends, to 
connect itself with the upper works. The pettah, 
which is by no means large, has a partial wall on the 
southern side, where there i~ a gate: but in other 
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lrters lL i, open, and I'urrounded by raVIllE'S and CllAP. xxv. 

"P hollows extending far in every directioll."· 
The force assigncd to the attack on the pettah 

"re ordered to assemble at midnight on the 17th 
March, and to move a short time afterward". A. D. 1819. 

;". column of attack, commanded by IJieutenant-
,101lP} Fraser, of the Ruyal Scots, consisted of 

", eompanies of that regiment, the flank companies 
,fhi .. Majesty's 30th ancI 6ith foot and of the Madras 
'Iropcall rl'giment, five companies of the first bat­
lion of the 12th Madras Native Infalltry, an,l a 
[ail of sappers and miners. The reserve, uuder 

"! 'dor Dalrymph~, of his Majesty's 30th, was com­
,~ed of the companies of that regiment not em­
t"yed in the column of attack, one company of the 
illg's 67th, one of the Madras European regiment, 

·,,1 nine companies of native infantry from the first 
lttalion of the 7th regiment, the first battalion of 
" 12th and the 2nd battalion of the lith, with 
'lachments from the 2nd and 7th Madras Native 
,I valry, and four horse-artillery guns. The attack­
':- column advanced along a nulla running parallel 

" the works on the southern side, till, arriving 
,thin a convenient distance of the pcttah, they 
'HIe a rush for the gate, and succeeded in gaining 

The reserve, in the meantimE', in t\'"O parties, 
"'upie(l points in the nulla by which the column 

) I attack advanced, and in another running parallel 
,uitieiently near to alluw of them rendering eventual 
"lIpport. Rir.J ohn Malcolm had been directed to 

to Memoir, pp. 414. 4L';. 
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CHAP. XXV. distract the enemy's attention by operations on the 
northern side, and the duty was performed by a 
force composed of the 3rd cavalry, the second bat­
talion of the 6th regiment Madras Native Infantry, 
and the first battalion of the 14th, the first bat­
talion of the 8th regiment of Bombay Native In­
fantry, six howitzers, and two horse-artillery guns. 
The town was carried very expeditiously, and with 
small loss, the troops finding immediate cover in the 
streets. 

In course of the day a battery for six light 
howitzers was completed 011 the pettah, and directed 
against the 10wel' fort. On the night of the 19th 

A. D. 1819. of March, the enemy made a sally upon one of the 
British posts, which was considerably advancp-d. but 
were soon repulsed. In the course of the same night 
a battery for eight heavy guns was completed. On 
the 20th at daybreak its fire opened, and by the 
evening had effected a formidable breach in the 
lower fort, besides inflicting serious injury on some 
of the upper works. On that evening the enemy 
made another sally into the pettah, amI gained the 
main street. They were repulsed, but the success 
was accompanied by the loss of Colonel Fraser, who 
fell in the act of rallying his men. On the morning 
of the 21st an accidental explosion in tho rear of 
the breaching battery proved fatal to two native 
officers and about a hundred men. The disaster 
did not extend to the battery, which continued 
firing with good effect. In the afternoon a mortar 
battery was completed, and some she1Js thrown from 
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For several days little occurred deserving re- CHAP. XXV 

port, except the erection, on the night of the ~4th, 
of another battery, three hundred and fifty yards to 
the left of the breaching battery. Two other bat-
teries were subsequently erected, one on the south 
sido, to breach in a second place the lower fort: 
the other designed to silence a large gun on the 
north-ea!lt bastion of the upper fort. On the 
29th two batteries were constructed for an attack 
on the eastern side of the fort. 

On tho following morning the enemy abandoned 
the lower fort, which was immediately occupied by 
the British troops. The batteries which had been 
solely directed against the lower fort were now dis­
anned, and the guns removed from the pettah into 
the place which their fire had reduced. In the 
lIitllation whieh had been gained, the firing against 
the upper fort was speedily resumed from various 
batteries, aided by others below. This continued for 
several days, and so many shot had been fired that 
a deficiency began to be feared, and a reward was 
offered by the besiegers, for bringing back to the 
camv the shot previously expended. This expedient 
fltimulating the activity of the hordes of followers 
which hover about an eastern camp, succeeded 
in producing an abundant and seasonable supply. 
The operations of the siege were vigorously pur-
sued till the 5th of April, when Jeswunt Rao A.D. 1819. 

Lar expressed a wish to negotiate. Some inter-
couTIle took place, but the efforts of the besiegers, 
Ill) far from bping slackened, were increased. On 
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CHAP. XXV. the 8th Jeswunt RuoLar repaired ·to Generar 
Doveton'il head-quarters, to endeavour to procure 
terms, but ill vain; and on the morning of the 9th 

a British party took possession of the upper fort, the 
garrison descending into the pettah, and ground­
ing their matchlocks in a ~quare of British troops 
formed for their reception. 

Thus terminated a siege, occupying much time, 
occasioning a vast expenditure of materials, ut­

tended with severe loss to the besiegers, ami whirh, 
when conquered, was not to be retained by the go­
vernment under which they fought, but to be given 
lip to Scindia. The deceitful chieftain was not, 
however, destined to enjoy the prize. It wa~ lmown 

that Bajee Rao had deposited in Asseergurh jeweJ~ 
of great value, and the commandant was requin'd 
to produce them. He averred that they had been 
returned to the depositor; but this being disbdievt'd, 
he was compelled, by a threat of sequestrating his 

own property tiJI the jewels were produced, to ex­
hibit the Peishwa's receipt acknowledging t.heir re­

turn. This document was contained in a casket, ill 

which an officer who stood by discerned a paper ill 
Scindia's handwriting. The recognition of it cx­

r:ited such visible confusion in the cOlIllIlauduut, that 
it was deemed expedient to seize the casket aud 

'x:unine its contents. From the examination, aud 
From the subsequent admission of J eswunt Rao Lar. 
t appeared that Scilldia had not only direded the' 
~olIlmandant to afford all the assistance in his power 

, B:~jrt' IL'lo, hnt hall also instl'Uctf'd I,illl Ilot 1, 
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• ', Ii ,[ ; "e fortress in accordance with. the CHAP. xx ~. 
11lic orders i~f!ued, but to maintain posf'ession 
it as long as practieable. Upon this discovery, 

" governOl'-general determined most properly to 

nish Scindia's duplicity by retaining Asseergmh. 
i~ was notified to thfl chief by the Briti~h rpsi-

'It, who placed ill his highness's hands the dnell-
· ntary evidence obtained in Asseergurh of II is 

did),. The communication was accompanied 1)y 

, assurance that, in consideration of more upright 
l:duct in future, the past would be buried in obli­

'no This assurance was properly given, seeing that 
· hostile measurPR were meditated. But 011 this. 
lin 80 many other occasions, the unbounded ('flll­

"ncc in men's good intentions which the Marq\1i~ 
Hastings entertainNl, or affected to entertaill, 

· ·ke forth. " Since that period," said his lordship. 
lie has experienced a continued series of hene'fif. 

;II services, which I believe him to have ap! 
'ted justly!"· 
With the .faU of Asseerghur ends tlw Mahr;' 

,1'. The eleme}lt!' of combustion had been I· 
preparation, but they exploded, to the t 

;11 of some of those who had aided in colle<, , 
. materials or in firing the trains, amI to the di 

.i ntment ullil discomfiture of all. 'bhr. 
IIfederary waf! diRsolverl, and wII'. i II! of 

"mbers were permitted to retai: >lltraf't" 

weI', two main limbs had been rll'l)' Inppe·,J 
.ay; tl)(' Ppishwu was a pri~oJlcr, ,I:d t.he Rn.ia!, 

* Lctt('r to Secret Committee. 17th October. 1822. 
,,- ,r, ~' 
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flRITISH EMPIRE IN INDIA. 

" han. Cheetoo's horde survived rather longer thall CHAP. xxv. 

Ie rest, but it suffered severely in several abortive 
• 

t('mpt~ to entl.'r Guzzerat, ano was completely 

,oken up in trying to gain its old lodgement 011 the 
,('rbudda. C/wetoo and his ~on then went to Bho­

ql, with the intention of submitting; but, from 

-I.me unexplained cause, abandoned their design, 

lid, as has been sc('n, fled to the Mahadeo hills, 

Itl.'re thl.'y joinl.'d Appa Sahib. At Asseerghur they 
I .. ted, and, soon after separating, Cheetoo met a 

"'St appropriate end, being slain in the jungles hy 

tiger. His son fell into the hands of the Brit ish 

. ,veIT/ment, and was indebted to its bounty for the 

,eans of life. The annihilation of these miscreants, 

, a distillct and recognized body, was complete. A 
. "go portion perished, and those who preserved life 
'Hll'el down into more lawful occupation~. Th!' 

"lUd policy of their suppressIon is unquestion­
i ,If', and the Marquis of Hastings deserves ('minellt 

':lise for having performed a duty which had lWl'n 

"glected by fonner rulers. 
Tho termination of the Mahratta and PindaITi,~ 

,r closed the more gloriou8 and more brilliant 
rtinn of the administration of the Marqui~ (If 

I.lstings. A few events, however, some of tlil'lil 
'('llrring anterior to the re-establi~hl1lent of pen('p, 
,<1 ~ome of them at a subseqnent period, call for 

.. ief notice. With Oude the Marquis of Ila:-;tings 
,,j various transactions, printipall.v financial. He 
,rrowed large sums of the Vizier. :11)(1 extinguished 
lit of the dt, ht by a transfer (,I' ".: I '" "I Il1e Ll'rri-
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CHAP. XXV. torieH acquin'u hy the results of the war with 

N epaul. On the death of' Saadut Ali, which oc­
curred while the Marquis of Hastings administered 

the British government, his lordship advised the 
new Vizier to assume the Htlt" without reference to 

the confinnation of the Mogul Emperor; and a few 
years afterwards the ruler of Onde completed his 
renunciation of dependence, by assuming, on the 

like advice, the title of King. 
Ceylon was not at this time under the govern­

ment of the Eal't-India Company, hut its history 
C:Ulllot with propriety be separated from that lot 

British India. Whilst the govermnf'nt of the COIl· 

tinental possessions of Great Britnin in the East 

were engage<1 in the wars which have occupied S(I 

large a part of the present chapter, the Governor 01 

Ceylon had to contend with disaffection' in the con­

quered kingdom of Calldy. The dil"turbances then 
possess no features of iuterest to warrant a dctaill'" 

relation. It j~ enough to notice their occurrenc( 
and to state that they were suppresserl. 

Returning to the g(Jvf'l'llment of the Marquis 01 

Hasting;,:, it ifl to hr, lamented that an afbir (" 
very questionahle chal'actPl' eannot, withuut a viol. 
tiOll uf fidplity, he pal'ised over. A mercantile how" 
trading- under the firnI of \Villiam Palmer alld C", 
had el'gai!ed ill pl'C'Ultiary transactions with tlh 
governnwnt of the l\izltm. A large part of tIl 
allege(1 tran:sactions ,,-ere involved in mystery, awl 
tlw claims of t1]( h, '~(~ wpre (listributed ill a .arid.' 

of account~ W11" :I' human ingenuity could reu-
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.'r intelligible. Unfortunately, an intimate eOll- cHAP .. \' 

,ction of the governor-general hecame a partner 
" this finn,* and through bis iufiu('Uce the sanc­
'.m of government was obtained to the establish­

'PTlt. by Messrs. Palmer and Co., of a commercial 
• )1(8(' at Hyderabad, and to its engaging in trans­
("tions wIlich without sUl'h sanction would have 

en contrary to law. The transactions whieh 

"ok place under the authority of government were 
lixcd up with others, which, if they ever had any 
<'nI existence. were undouLtedly illegal; and by 
],e aid of mercantile charges, and chargeR for in­
'rest at enormous rates, a vast balance was shewn 

." be due to Messrs. Palmer and Co. This, upon 
'Ie strength of the pernlission granted them, they 
"{pected to recover through thp interposition of 

'Ill' llriti~li government, notwithstanding a part of 

lie tmnsactions out of which the alleged balance 
crose took place at a period antecedent to the grant 

,i sneh rcnniA~i()n. 

The Marquis of Hastings was not personally ill­

: "rested in this attack upon the treasury of the Niz:l' 11 . 

\ 0 human power could possibly have prevailed" 
'I im to countenan('e tmch transactions for hi, 
'Jcnefit. In lti~ character the sordid viee' ha.; 

I 'lace. No man could be mo\"(~ fr"e from rl' . 

* Sir \Villiam H'lmbold, who mar' "rd ot 
uf Hll8tings. whom he had urougb ' "hildh 

.,hom his lonbhip ueclared that h." 'lcd t]" 

I "ther. Those who desire to peruse thl histOl' 
,'.rtions unucr notice may resort to a HUS" ,'oluOl' 

)';ct, printed by order of the General Comt, :Jrd l\J 
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CHAP. XXV. of employing the influence of his high station hi 
advancing hi~ own fortune. Unhappily there wert' 
persons around him whose appetite for wealth wa~ 
greater, and their moral taste less scrupulous. Over 
the Marquis· of Hastings the feelings of domestic 
and social attachment exercised an influence un­
bounded even by a regard to his own honour, and, 
to gratify the cupidity of others, he lent himself to 
schemes of acquisition which he would have spurned 
with indil,TIlant contempt if proposed for his own ad­
vantage. He defended the transactions of the house 
of Palmer awl Co. when successful defence was ob­
viouf'ly impracticable, and so zealously, that he eveu 
forgot his own dignity by descending to insult the 
authorities at home, who expressed a decided and 
becoming disapprobation of his conduct in this re­
"'pect.· Greedy of distinction, far beyond the or­
dinary measure of desire, the Marquis of Hastings, 
in thi~ unhappy affair, sacrificed his reputation, which 
he valued beyond all things, to the passion of others 
-for amassing wealth-a passion in which he did not 
participate, and by the indulgence of which he was 
to gain nothing. "The transaction," says a writer 
by whom it has been recorded, "recalls the early 
crusades which had been made against the coffer;; 
of Asiatic princes, and tarni~hes the administratioll 
of a distinguished nobleman, who appear~ to have 
been made the dupe of designing' men, in the 

• A most intemperate and extraordinary letter from his lord­
"hip to the Chairman of the East-India Company will be found 
HI the volume of paper' already rcfelTed to. 
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. ()secution of ullsanctioned, if not unlnwflll, "pecu- enA P. \' 
. ,,* , tlOns. 
The history of the administration of tllC Marquis 

: Hastings ought not to close with suell a tran8-
·,·tiOll as this. Happily, by once more )'cculTing to 
IIH early part of it, an event is presented for no­
(·c on which the mind may dwell with unmixed 
I'atification. Tlw Marquis of Hastings was not its 

'Ithor or mover, but its occurrence shedt'! grace 
i [(} "pieudftur 011 the pC'riod of his government. 
,"media.tely after the extension of the Order of 
"e Batll by the Prince Regent, it was al1thorib­
\'ely announced that his Royal Highness, "having 
kl'll illto (~on~id{~rntion the eminent 8erviceA which 

, .we been rendefl,d to the empire by the officers in 
.Ie service of the Honourable East-India Company, 

!,ad been pleased to ordcr that fiftcen of the most 

• Aubcr's Rise and Progrcss of the British Power in India, 
')1. ii. page 566. The Boar,1 of Commissioners for the Affairs of 
,,·lia was c~tabli8hed for the purpose of ensuring not only a wise 
",t a just and pure admini"tration of the government of that. 
"unrry. Unhappily. a few instances have occurred in which its 
',thdrit)' '-!?oen employed to uphold transactiolls of a nefarious 
,,,ractertll eppo.ition to tac wishes of the Court of Directors. 

, hus. soon after its establishmcnt, political influence secured it 
" behalf of the scandalous claims of the Nabob of Alcot,~ 

r,·ditors; and. in 1 ti:l:3. the Board applied to the Court of 
<lIlg,S Benchfor a mandamus, rC'luiring the Court of Directors 
" ~end out a despatch favourahle to the claims of Messrs. Palmer 
,lid Co., to an extent opposed to the deliberl'I" i''''gment of the 

I ourt. This step probahly would not have '. 'ccn, had lIot 
. l,e ministry at the time possessed so overwl,. , majority in 
'ilC House of Commons as rendered them alt<, ,udifferent to 
,pposition. 
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CHI p, XXV. distinguished officer!! of the said servicflj hoMin I 
commissions from his MajeFity not below the rank of 
jieutellant-coIOlwJ, may be raised to the dignity ot 
J( nights Commanders," in addition to the numbcl 
hej.mging to his Majesty's sea and land forces 
previously nominated. In the event of future wars. 
the number of fifteen was to be subject to illcrease. 
At. the same time it was declared, that certain 
officers of the East-India Company should be eligible 
to be appointed Knights Companions, in consider­
ation of eminent services. 

The measure' of royal favour annunncer} in the 
ordinance was FlUbse(lupntly exceeded by the ele­
vation of Sir David Ochterlony to the dignity of 
a Knight Grand Cross, the first class of the order. 
He was invested by the Marquis of Hasting~ at 
Tf'rwah, during the Mahratta war, with great pomp, 
and his lordship's words on the occasion well deserve 
to be remembered :-" You have obliterated a dill­
tinction painful for the offirers of the Honourable 
Company, and you have opened the door for yom 
brothers in arms to a l'ewa~d which their recent dis­
play of exitlh~d spirit and invincible intrepidi[j' 
pl'oveti could not be more .deserverlly extended to 
the om·"", of any army on earth." .Many instances 
have .)ccurretl of the attainment of the like 

hono" ~F(ll ':.~ of l ' of 
T', ,-TIH1ia Company's 

servll 
Tl fHa, i the governnwnt 

0f In Uth 18:!3, after all 

, ! , I :-- ~ i, \ 'I, , , 'J, :Ql1ul ! . 
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,>~ i;lI mure by the brilliant 8ucce~s of the extt'lIisin~ CHAI'. X\ \. 

'lilit~try operations which had been untlt'rtuken, and 
!"ug'ilt to a prosperous conclusion,-hy the ad-

! i tions made to the strength and solidity of the 
,Iritish empire in the East,-the increm;ed respect 

'eurerl to its authority,-uncl the henefits conferred 
III the people of India, in dispersing the horde .. 
,I' marauders and murderers by whom the country 
1118 overrUIl, aud iltrengthening the houd:- of peace, 
IIh'r, aut! good government. Notwithstanding tllP 

"I dtil'lied and difficult military afHtirs which en­
:agt,c1 his mind, hi" lonlship had tHreeted his attell­

'''ill with success to variou~ questions connected 
'vit.h the civil administration of the empire, more 
pspef'ially the complicated subject of revenue. 

In narrating the more prominent acts of the Mar­
',Ilis of HalStings, his errors have neitht'r h",'11 ('011-

I 'aled lIor palliated; but it has been shewn tilat ill thp 

,~Teat and momentoufl questions of state policy \\I1ieh 

Ircnmstances pres!led,upon him, he Wellllll("'I'~tl" d 
die iuterests of his country, and was not ~I," 

'urbue them. He followed the policy of Iii, 
i 'redecessor, the Marquis Wellesley-highl'!, 
(':lIlIlot be awarded tt! an O(T": '<lilt of ilw 

levated I'Itatioll-and it rna \ I [firmed \1'1' 

hesitation, that, excepting' t j" 

110 governor-general of ] 11<1 i" 

the consolidation of the I; 1'1; . 

glory of the BritiMh IWIIII 
fitiling wall c'xces,i ve Vil 

Ilw,'ntly !la~rifit~c(l real d, 

"'Ilui, \ \. I 

I ill ~, 

"[lIre. 
1 ! 

,1raeter. J n till' 
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pri vate rplatiolll! of Ii 1', "as f!,' 

~i(ling, and from this '" I;": SPJ'Ji 

~TeateFlt (:rrofS. But lanientahhlll" 

:md weaknesses which in him marr. 

-PJlillful as it is to witl/ess thej 
"l'IlCC to dor]' ,,' I 

,he deRirc :i' 

: I[() miud p;, 

I! 'ctions wI> 

'IJIlst ever ' 
,,,hievemelll . 

mOJl! 

i he failings 

,.bIe nature 
~lll t recur­
his career, 
'!I1d to fix 

J'ccoJ-
, \'I('\,I' 

.. 'Vhile tb, "f the Mahmtta war were yet fTt' 

,':ast-lndia COli" Illlwe II grant of £60,000 for the 1" 
If an eetnte, to lJ~ sdtled 'in 8u~h manner as lIlight pcn 

'ile memory of the govemor-genera!'8 ·.ervice~. At hi. 101 
i,'ath, in 1827, a further sum of £20,000 WlI>' voted, to 1>..' 
:" the hand, oj trust'ees for th(· henefit of the Marquis's so, 


