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nOOK Bosla, and Darnall Geikwar. The first was the 
XII. 

___ old rival of his family"'; and, though much de. 
The pirti 
nidhi. 

Raguji 
Bosla. 

Damaji 
Geikwar. 

pressed, was still formidable. Parsoji, the founder 
of the Boslas, afterwards rajas of Benlf, was a pri. 
vate horseman from the neighbourhood of Sattara; 
though he bore the same name with the hQuse of 
Sevaji, there is no proof that he was of the same 
descent. He, however, rose to distinction; and, 
being one of the first to join Raja Saho when he 
returned from Delhi, was further advanced by that 
prince, and invested with a right to collect all the 
Maratta dues in Berch and the forest country far. 
ther to the east. RagujI, his cousin, who was a 
favourite of Saho, and married to his sister.in.law, 
was raised to his station on his death, in preference 
to his son, who ought to have succeeded him. 
Raguji had given offence to the peshwa by levying 
contributions to the north of the N erbadda, in the 
tract which had been appropriated to the latter 
chief: he was likewise an object of jealousy, from 
the apprehension that he might prevail on Saho to 
keep up the name of Bosla by adopting him. The 
Geikwar had been the guardian, and was now the 
representative, of Dabari, the chief of Guzenit, 
another of the peshwa's rivals, whose own ignorance 
and debauchery incapacitated him for business.'" 

The last of Baji Rao's difficulties arose from the 
enormous debts incurred in his military expeditions, 
which, from the exhausted state of the country, 

.. See p. 598. 
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and some changes in the mode of war, no longer CHAP. 

paid their own expenses. III. 

His principal creditor, Banimatiker, was himself 
a man of some consequence, and of immense weal th : 
his unsatisfied demand had led to quarrels with 
Baji Rao, and Ragllji secured his co-operation by 
promising to support his claims, and even to pro­
cure for him an indemnity, in the succession to the 
high office lately held by his debtor. 

Raguji, as has been mentioned, was on an expe- Their in­

dition to the Carnatic, and was besieging Trichino- ~:~~:~ to 

poly, when he heard of the peshwa's death; and, ~!~t~;~~­
althou(rh he instantly hastened to Satt<ira to oppose the ~fficc 

o of peshwa. 

Balaji's succession, he was obliged to leave the 
greater part of his army behind him: his views, 
also, were as inconsistent with those of the plrti 
nidhi as with the peshwa's; and he had, therefore, 
no concert with that minister. Damaji Geikwar 
was not ready to take the field; and Nasir Jang, 
who soon after rebelled against his father, was too 
much occupied to profit by the Maratta dissen­
sions. On the other hand, Balaji was already near 
the capital: he had been joined by a portion of 
his father's troops under his uncle, Chimnajl, and 
the rest were disposable and at hand: the fCija was 
surrounded by his creatures; and, above all, he 
was the head of the Bramin party; and as all the 
business, even of his enemies, was in the hands of 
that class, he had a prodigious advantage ill every 
contest. He was accordingly appointed peshwa in A. D. 1740, 

spite of all opposition, and Raguji returned to his August.. 
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army at Trichinopoly, whither Banimatiker, in this 
change of circumstances, was glad to accompany 
him. Balajl, however; did not fail to apply himself 
to the liquidation of his debts; a task for which he 
was much better fitted than his father. 

B6.laji After more than a year spent on internal arrange­
::::~~;~wa. ments, Balajl turned his attention to his claims on 

Hindostan which had been encroached on by Ra­
gujl DosIa. For this purpose he procured from the 
raja a distinct assignment of all the Maratta rights 
and all tribute that might be collected to the north 
of the Nerbadda, excepting in the province of Gu­
zerat. To give reality to this grant, Balajl marched 
towards the point from which he could most easily 
check the interference of Ragujl: he crossed the 
Nerbadda, took Garra and Mandala, and was about 
to move on Allahabad, when he was recalled by 
an invasion of l\H.lwa by Damajl Geikwar from 
Guzerat. Damajl, who, perhaps, had no object 
but to make a diversion in favour of Ragujl, retired 

Revives his on his approach; and Balaji took advantage of his 
father's de- .. • 1\{ , I 1 • D II . i'. 
rnands on positIOn In .n' a wa to press t Ie court of e 11 lor 
the court fi' f I f h . t d of Delhi. a con rmatlOn 0 t Ie grant 0 t at provlllce extol' e 

Inva..ion of 
Bengal by 
Raguji 
Bosls. 

by Baji Rao from Asof J ah, which had remained 
in suspense during the Persian invasion. His views 
on this subject were facilitated by those very en· 
croachments of Ragujf which it had been so much 
his desire to check. 

This chief had, on his return fi'om the Camatie, 
sent a force into Bengal, under his Bramin minister, 
Basker Pandit, which had ravaged the province, 
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threatening the viceroy himself when his troops CHAP. 
III. 

were dispersed, and retiring into the southern --_ 
and western hills, when he was in force. Ali Verdi 
Khan·, then viceroy, maintained a good resistance 
to Basker Pandit; but he was alarmed at the ad-
vance of Raguji in person, and besought the em-
peror to afford him immediate assistance, if he did 
not wish to lose the province. The emperor, con- The em-

peror pur-
scious of his own weakness, ordered Safder J ang chases the 

a:d of 
(who had succeeded his father, Sadat Kh{m, as R"lajl by 

viceroy of Oud) to undertake the task; at the same ~:[~~~l 
time he took the more effectual measure of calling M .. lwa. 

in the aid of Balaji Rao, and purchased it by a 
confirmation of the grant of Ma\wa.t Nothing 
could be more agreeable to Ba\aji Rao than this 
invitation. He immediately marched by Allah. 
abad and Behar, and reached M urshidabild, the 
capital of the province, in time to protect it from 
Ragujl, who was approaching from the south-wes~. 
He here received from Ali Verdi the payment of 
an assignment granted to him by the court of Delhi 
on the arrears of the revenue of Bengal; and being 
now zealous in the cause which he was so well paid 

• Called also Mohiibat Jang. 
t Captain Grant Duff states \hat the grant was not confirmed 

until after the expulsion of Raguji, in A. D. 1743; and it may 
not have been formally delivered over till then; but his own 
abstract of the grant (vol. ii. p. 15.) bears the date of Jamadi u1 
AIVal, in the twenty-fourth year of Mohammed Shah's reign, 
which would be about May, 1742. Balaji, on his part, was to 
furnish 4000 horse at his own cost, and 8000 more to be paid 
by the emperor. 

VOL. II. T T 
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for espousing, he marched against the invader. Ra­
guji retired before him, but was overtaken, alld 
suffered a rout, and the loss of his baggage, before 
he was completely driven out of the province. 
After this success Balaji returned to Malwa, 
whence, after some time, he set out for Sattara. 

His presence was at no time more required; for 
Raguji, on his return from Bengal, determined to 
profit by Balaji's absence, and was on full march 
for the capital. Dam,~i Geikwar was also ap­
proaching from Gllzerat, and the agent of the pirti 
nidhi (who was himself disabled by sickness) was 
in active preparation to assist him. Balaji mllst 
have formed a high estimate of the power of this 
combination, since he thought the dissolution of it 
worth the sacrifice of those exclusive rights beyond 
the Nerbadda for which he had so successfully con-

He buv_ tended. He conceded to Raguji the ri(!ht of levy-
over IL.guji OJ 

by liberal ing tribute in all Bengal and Behar, if not also in 
cessions. 

.A.. D. 1744, 
A. H. 1157. 

Raguji 
again in­
vades 
Bengal. 

Allahabad and Oud. By this adjustment the other 
confederates were left without support; but it 
suited the peshwa's projects to temporise with 
them, and the storm which threatened so much 
disturbance was thus quietly dispelled. The con­
cession to Raguji seems to have been dictated by 
sound policy: his views were henceforth turned 
towards the east, and his designs on the succession 
to the raja appear to have been laid aside. Bengal, 
indeed, soon afforded him sufficient employment. 

Basker Pandit was again sent into that province: 
his operations in the field were successful; but he 
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suffered himself to be inveigled into an interview 
with Ali Verdi, by whom he was treacherously 
murdered, and at the same moment his army was 
attacked and dispersed. Bengal was thus, for a 
time, delivered from the Marattas. But Ali 
Verdi's chief support in his wars had been a body 
of Afghans, under a celebrated leader named Mus-
tafa Khan; and with them he now quarrelled. A 
serious revolt ensued, of which Raguji took advan-
tage; and, although the revolt was at last subdued, 
and many other vicissitudes befell the contending 
parties, yet Ragujl was so far successful in the end, 
that, in A. D. 1751, not long before the death of 
Ali Verdi, he obtained a cession of Cattac (the 
southern division of Orissa), and an engagement 
for the payment of twelve lacs of rupees (I~O,OOOI.) 
as the chout or tribute of Bengal. 

During aU this time the Marattas had been en­
tirely free from disturbances on the side of th~ 
Moguls in the Deckan. Asof J ah had been re-
called from Delhi, in A. D. 1741, by a revolt of his 
second son, Nasir Jang; and when it was sup­
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Revolt of 
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Asof Jah 

pressed, he was involved in disturbances in the r~turns to 
the Deck-

Subordinate government of Arcot, which occupied all. 

him till he died, at the a2'e of 104 lunar years. His deatb. 
'-' A.D. 1748, 

His death led to contentions amon2' his sons', June; 
'-' A.H. 1161, 

which, being unconnected with events in the other Jamadi u 
Bini. 

parts of India, and chiefly influenced by the French 
and English, will be best understood when we 
come to relate the proceedings of those nations. 

The death of Asof Jah was followed, before the 
T T ~ 

Death of 
saho Raja. 
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end of the succeeding year, by that of Saho Raja; 
and the latter event produced the crisis for which 
the peshwa had all along been preparing, and which 
was to decide the future fortunes of himself and 
his descendants. 

Intrigues As Saho was without issue, it was necessary by 
and con-
tests for the the Hindu custom that he should adopt a successor; 
succession. 

and the same custom restricted the choice to his 
kindred. The nearest kinsman, in this case, was 
the raja of C6lapur; and his c1aim, in itself so 
difficult to set aside, was supported by a close 
alliance with Sawatri Bai, the wife of Saho and the 
rival and enemy of the peshwa. 

Though the government was entirely in the 
hands of Balaji, the personal conduct of the raja 
was almost as much under the control of his wife; 
the imbecility into which he had of late years fallen 
rendering him incompetent to judge for himself. 
There was, therefore, a continual danger of her pre. 
vailing on Saho to adopt the raja of C6lapur; and 
it was impossible for Balaji to anticipate her, as he 
was unprovided with a claimant, and could not 
yet ventnre to seize on the government in his own 

Boldness name. In this perplexity he had recourse to a 
:~~:~~ss stratagem well worthy of the subtlety of his class. 

Tara Bai, the widow of Raja Ram, who had so 
long maintained the claims of her son, Sevajl n., 
in opposition to Saho, was still alive at an advanced 
age; and although her enmity to the peshwa was 
not abated, she was tempted, by the prospect of 
recovering her influence, to enter into the designs 
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of that minister. In furtherance of their project, CHAP. 

a secret intimation was conveyed to Saho, that a _1_1_1._ 

posthumous son of Scvaji II. had been concealed 
by Tara Bai, and was still alive. Saho made known 
his supposed discovery to the peshwa, and it was 
determined to question Tara Bai. It may be ima-
gined that she readily admitted the fact; but the 
whole story was treated with ridicule by the other 
party, and Sawatri Bai redoubled her vigilance to 
prevent the raja from acting on the delusion pro. 
duced by it. She was safe from an adoption which 
could not take place without a certain degree of 
publicity; but she was circumvented by a stroke 
of audacity for which she couln not have been 
prepared: it was no less than an assertion that 
the nija had signed an instrument, transferring all 
the powers of his government to the peshwa, on 
condition of his maintaining the royal title and dig­
nity in the house of Sevaji through the grandson. 
of Tara Bai. It is said that this important deed 
was executed at a secret interview between Balajl 
and the f<ija: but whether the signature (if ge-
nuine) was obtained by perslIasion or fraud, when 
the deed was produced, and how far its authen-
ticity was admitted at the time, are left in an ob. 
scurity which is rendered' more mysteriolls by the 
conduct of Balaji and Tara Bai in circumstances 
which will appear in the sequel.· 

• I possess no facts relating to this revolution but what are 
given by Grant Duff; but I have been led to conclusions some­
what different from that author, both with reb"llrd to the reality 

T T 3 

AUegedab­
dication of 
saho in 
fa,·our of 
BaJaji. 
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A t the moment of the death of Saho, the peshwa 
called in a fresh force to Sattara, and seized on the 
head of the opposite ·party. He then proclaimed 
the grandson of Tara Bai by the title of Ram 
Raja, and took measures to promote the influence 
of that princess, with the intention of turning it 
to his own lise. After these preparations, he sum­
moned the great chiefs to court, that the new ar­
rangements might be confirmed by their recognition. 
Damajl Geikwar did not attend, but Raguji Bosla 
appeared as an ally, and, after some affected in. 
quiries, acknowledged the sllccession of Ram Raja. 
The former concessions to him were confirmed, and 
he received, in addition, a portion of the lands of 
the pirti nidhi, which were now confiscated. Va­
rions other chiefs rec'eived advantages calculated 
to bind them to the new government; and, among 
others, Sindia and Holcar received assignments of 
the whole revenue of l\1alwa, except a small portion 
granted to other chiefs. «< 

The establishment of the peshwa's authority was 
not effected without some attempts at insurrection, 
and was endangered by a temporary quarrel be­
tween him and his cousin, Sedasheo Bhao; but it 
.was at length so fully completed as to leave Bal~ji 
at liberty to engage in the affairs of foreign state~. 

of Ram Raja's descent, and the bond fide consent of Saho to 

the transfer of the sovereignty. 
• Of 1,500,0001., which formed the whole revenue, ';"50,0001. 

wa~ allotted to Holcar, 650,000/. to Sindia, and 100,0001. to 

Puar and other chief~. ( Grant Duff, vol. ii. p. 40.) 
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He then undertook the cause of Ghazi u din Khan, 
the eldest son of Asof Jah, against SaIabat Jang, 
his third son, who was in possession of the family 
inheritance, after the death of two other competitors 
cut off during a civil war. He had before trans­
ferred his residence to Puna, and he now left Ram 
Raja at Sattara in perfect freedom, but under the 
control of Tara Bai. He then marched into the 
Nizam's territory, and was already in the neigh­
bourhood of Salabat's army, when he received in­
intelligence which obliged him to relinquish his 
undertaking, and to return by forced marches to 
his own country. He had no sooner set out on 
his campaign than Tara Bai, whose ambition and 
violence were not tamed by age, secretly invited 
Damaji Geikwar to march with his army to Sattara : 
at the same time she proposed to IUm Raja to 
assert his sovereignty; and finding the raja averse 
to her design, she took advantage of the approach 
of Damaji to seize his person and confine him to a 
a dungeon. She 11ad it still in her power to have 
made use of her prisoner's name: instead of that, 
she proclaimed him an impostor, and carried on 
the government without any ostensible authority 
but her own. 

Notwithstanding the l'apidity of the peshwa's 
return, his officers had already more than once en­
countered the Geikwar; and the advantage, after 
some alternations of Sllccess, was on their side. 
when Balaji arrived. But that wily Bramin trusted 
to other arms than the sword: he procured a 

T T 4 
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meeting with Damaji, at which he treacherously 
made him prisoner; attacked his army, thus de­
prived of their leader ;' and, in the end, completely 
broke up and dispersed his force. Tara Bai, though 
stripped of military force, and founding no title on 
the raja's pretensions, had still some inexplicable 
influence which prevented the peshwa from crush­
ing her. She derived aid at the pre~ent moment 
from the advance of Salabat Jang, who invaded 
the Maratta dominions in his turn, and was more 
formidable than any of his predecessors since Au­
rangzlb, being accompanied by a French subsidiary 
force of .500 Europeans and 5000 Sepoys under 
M. Bussy, the most distinguished of the officers of 
his nation that ever appeared in India. Though 
Balajl opposed the invasion with all the resources 
of Maratta war, he soon learned their inefficiency 
against his new adversary, who repulsed his assaults, 
beat up his camps, and, before long, established 
a general impression of his own superiority. By 
these means the army advanced to within twenty 
miles of Puna. Balajl probably felt little uneasiness 
about his infant capital, but was alarmed by the 
discovery that the invaders were in communication 
with Tara Bai and the nija of C6lapur, and made 
overtures for peace; which were in the course of 
negotiation, when be was unexpectedly relieved 
from the presence of his enemies. However su­
perior to all parties in the field, Bussy was depend. 
ent on the civil arrangements of the prince with 
whom he served; and the mismanagement of 
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Sahibat and his ministers had embarrassed his CHAP. 

h . 1 III. finances, t rown hIS troops into arrears, and broug 1t __ _ 
on such discontents that the army became nearly 
ungovernable: at the same time Ragujl Bosla (who 
had just obtained the cession of Cattak and the 
tribute of Bengal formerly mentioned) broke into 
the Nizam's part of Berar, took the forts of 
Gaweilghar and Narnala, and threatened further 
hostilities. Salabat was therefore well satisfied to 

A. D. 1752. 

make up an armistice, and move back to his own An armi-
stice con-

dominions; where new troubles, in which the Ma- eluded. 

rattas were again actors, awaited him at no distant 
day. ' 

The division of India into several states, and the Transac_ 

llecessity of pursuing their separate histories, make t~~~t!e­
it difficult, at this stage, to preserve the order of sumed. 

time, and have carried us on in the Maratta trans-
actions for several years beyond the date to which 
those of Delhi have been brought down. These 
last, however, were for a long time of little import-
ance. On the departure of Asof Jah for the 
Deckan (A. D. 174<1), his place at cOllrt was taken 
by his son, Ghazi u dIn, whose political con­
nection with the vizlr, Kaml' u din Khan, was 
strengthened by his being married to the daugh-
ter of that minister. Their union enabled them 
to resist many intrigues and combinations, which 
were stained with treachery and assassinations, 
;m both sides, beyond the worst epoch of former 
history. 

The only event of importance within that period Rise of the 
Rohillas. 
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BOOK was the rise of the Rohillas, an Afghan colony 
_~~ which acquired possession of the country east of 

the Ganges from Oud to the mountains, and made 
a considerable figure in later times. Their chief 
was Ali Mohammed, a Hindu COil vert, adopted by 
an Afghan officer; and they were themaelves 
mostly composed of Eusofzeis and' other tribes of 
the north-east. Though no long period had elapsed 
since their appearance as a Etate, they had already 
attained to considerable importance; and it re-

The empe- quired an expedition headed by the emperor to 
rormarches 
against bring them into temporary submission. 
them. 

A. D. 1745, 
A. H. 1158. 

Fresh in­
vasions 
from the 
side of 
l'ersia. 

Revolu­
tions in 
that 
country. 
Tyranny 
of Nadir 
5Mb. 

But a far more formidable combination of the 
same people was forming within their native limits; 
and fresh invasions were prepared for India, by the 
death of her most dreaded enemy. 

Though Nadir Shil.h had not attained to sove· 
reignty without incurring all the varieties of guilt 
by which that prize must be purchased in the East, 
and although he had more than once given in· 
stances of barbarous severity in his treatment of 
some offending towns, yet, on the whole, up to the 
taking of Delhi, he was, perhaps, less sanguinary 
than the generality of Asiatic monarchs, especially 
those of Persia. But the scenes of spoil and 
slaughter to which he was there habituated, to· 
gether with the intoxication of uninterrupted suc· 
cess, appear to have commenced an alteration in 
his character which gradually changed him from a 
rigorous, but not unjust, master, into a cruel and 
capriciolls tyrant. These qualities did not at once 
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disclose themselves to their full extent. The first 
years after his return from India were occupied in 
the conquest of the kingdoms of Bokhara and 
Kharizm, which he subdued and evacuated as he 
had done India; in an attempt to reduce the hill 
tribe of Lezgi; and in three campaigns against the 
Turks: but when this war was terminated by a 
treaty, and the mind of Nadir remained without a 
vent for its natural energy, it turned its powers 
against itself, and became the abode of dark sus-
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picions and ungoverned passions. His chief un- Hh fears 

easiness arose from the religious prej udices of his ~~~:::. 
countrymen. Though he had endeavoured to ren-
der the Sunni religion more acceptable, and to gi\'e 
it something of a national character, by placing its 
establishment under the special protection of the 
Imam Jafir, who was a descendant of Ali, and a 
favourite saint in Persia, yet he was aware that the 
people were still zealous Shias, and that the feelings 
of the sect were turned against him by the priests, 
whose lands and stipends he had confiscated imme-
diately after h is accession. He therefore looked 
on every Persian as his enemy; but was especially 
jealous of his eldest son, Rezza CuIi, who, he 
thought, was the fittest instrument for the purposes 
of the disaffected. He· had been wounded in a 
forest, on one of his campaigns, by a shot from a 
secret hand; and altHough there was no reason to 
think that the assassin was not one of the enemy, 
yet he could not divest himself of the belief that 
he was an emissary of the prince. The working of 
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these feelings at last led him to put out the eyes of 
Rezza Culi; and his remorse, instead of softening 
his heart, exasperated his fury. He now taunted all 
who entreated him for mercy with their failure to 
intercede when his own son was in danger. His con­
duct became that of an open enemy of his species. 
His cruelties were equalled by his extortions; and 
both were accompanied by threats and expressions 
of hatred against his SUbject:;. These oppressions 
led to revolts, which drew on fresh enormities: 
whole cities were depopulated, and towers of heads 
raised to commemorate their ruin: eyes were torn 
out; tortures inflicted; and no man could count 
for a moment on his exemption from death in tor. 
ments. During the two last years of his life his 
rage was increased by bodily sickness, until it par· 
took of frenzy, and until his subjects were com· 
pelled to lay plots for ridding themselves of a tyrant 
whose existence was incompatible with their own. 
In his distrust of his countrymen, he had enter· 
tained a body of U zbek mercenaries; and he had 
thrown himself, without reserve, on the Afghans, 
taking a pleasure in mortifying his old soldiers by 
a marked preference of their former enemies and 
his own. He now began to harbour a design for 
employing these new allies in hostility to his own 
nation, of whom he lived in constant dread. On 
the day before his death, while labouring under 
some presentiment of evil, he leaped on his horse 
in the midst of his camp, and was on the point of 
Hying from his own army to take refuge in a fortress. 
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When his mind was somewhat calmed, after this 
act of madness, he sent for the Afghan chiefs, 
appealed to their fidelity for the preservation of 
his life, and (concluded by instructing them to 
disperse his Persian guards, and to seize on his 
principal nobles. These orders were not given so 
secretly but they carne to the ears of those so 
nearly concerned; and as the night was to pass 
before their destruction was accomplished, they 
had time to anticipate it by the assassination of 
their enemy. 

A number of the conspirators, among whom 
were the captain of his guard and the chief of his 
own tribe of Afshar, entered his tent after mid­
night; and, although they involuntarily drew back 
when challenged by that deep voice at which they 
had so often trembled, yet they soon recovered 
their courage: one of them made a blow at the 
king with a sabre, and brought him to the ground.; 
he endeavoured to raise himself, and attempted to 
beg his life; but the conspirators only redoubled 
their blows until he expired; - " the boast, the 
terror, and the execration of his country."· 

• Pere Bazin (Lettres Edifialltes, vol. iv.). This Jesuit, who 
accompanied Nadir Shiih as his physician in the last years of 
his life, gives the best account of that period. The other 
authorities for his history are, Sir John Malcolm's" Persia," the 
" Nadirnameh" (translated by Sir W. Jones), and Hanway. 
Hanway gives a different view of the transactions relating to 
Rezza Ciili, but Bazin's is confirmed by the "Nadirmimeh," 
which, likewise, gives a lively picture of the tyranny and atro­
cities of Nadir Shah. (Livre vi. chap. xix. p. 398. Jones's 
Works, vol. v.) 
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On the next morning an attack was made on 
the Persians by the Afghans, under the command 
of Ahmed Khan Abdali, who was joined by the 
U zbeks. It was made in the hope of being still in 
time to rescue the shah; but, considering the in­
feriority of the numbers of the Afghans, they-may 
be reckoned fortunate in making good their retreat 
to their own country, near the frontier of which 
the death of Nadir took place.· 

Ahmed Khan was the son of Zeman Khan, the 
hereditary chief of the Abdc'tlis, who headed them 
on their first conquest of Khorasan. He was de­
scended of the family of Sadduzei, which was 
looked on with a sort of religious veneration by 
their tribe; and although only twenty-three years 
of age, he had been distinguished by the particular 
notice of Nadir Shah, t 

• An animated description of this unequal contest, and of 
the valour and good order with which the 4000 Afghiins con­
ducted their retreat, is given by Bazin, who was a spectator of 
the action, " au milieu des balles et des sabres." 

t The person of a Sadduzei was inviolable, and no officer, of 
whatever rank, could put an Abdlili to death without the au­
thority of a Sadduzei. I have been led to think that the com­
mon story of Ahmed's having been a mace bearer of Niidit· Shah's 
originated in the circumstance that the word (ch6bdar), which 
on the west of the Indus belongs to a few of the greatest 
officers of state (who carry wands or gold sticks), is in India 
applied to a common macebearer; yet it is not probable that 
one of those high offices would be conferred on the chief of a 
foreign tribe. Ahmed's early history is well known. He was 
a prisoner with the Ghiljeis when Candahar was taken by Nadir 
Shiih. That conqueror received him with favour, assigned him 
an honourable maintenance, and sent him to reside in Mazun-
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He had, therefore,. already, the command of his 
own tribe, which he hastened to confirm; and, 
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extending his influence over the neighbouring Ahmed 
crowDed 

tribes and countries, before the end of the year he king at 
Candahar. 

was formally dec1ared king at Candahar. From Oct. 1747. 

some superstitious motive he changed the name of Changes 

) . . b fi Abd / \. t D /. b 1 . 1 . h the name lIS tn e rom a I 0 uram, y W lIC 1 It as of Abdalis 

been since known.· He modelled his court on to Duranis. 
His skilful 

that of Nadir Shah, and assumed a1l the preten- manage-
ment of his 

sions of that monarch, but exercised them with the unruly sub­

moderation that was required by his circumstances. 
He was ahsolute in the plain~ and cities, as well as 
in Balkh, Sind, Cashmir, and other conquered pro­
vinces ; he left the Afghan tribes to their internal 
government, retaining only power enough to secure 
their contingents of troops or money, and to preserve 
tranquillity. Bel6chistan, Sistan, and some other 
places remained under their nati\'e chief...;, and owed 
allegiance and military service. The dissensions of 
Persia prevented his being disturbed on that side, 
and enabled him to take possession of most of 

deran (Nadirnameh, vol. v. of Jones, p. 274.). His object pro­
bably was to keep him at a distance from his tribe as long as 
the country was ullsettled; for it appears, from a contemporary 
writer, who accompanied the Pel'~ian camp, that" Nadir Shah 
always kept a watchful eye over him; but the officers of all 
ranks treated him, in private, with great respect." (lJlemoirs 
of AbdooZhereem, p. 1 i6.) 

• By an unaccountable confusion the least informed Indians 
often call the DUTllnis, Ghiljeis; in the north they are also 
called Khorasanis; but Durani is the usual as well as the cor­
rect appellation. 

jects. 
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Khonisan; but he saw the difficu1ties of further 
progress in that direction, and contented himself 
with protecting Sha.h R6kh, the son of Nadir 
Shah, in Meshhed, while his own immediate de­
pendencies were confined to the east of that city. 
It was to India that he looked for conquest, as 
well as for pecuniary resources and employment 
for his .army; and his first operations in that king­
dom took precedence, in point of time, of the set­
tlement of several of the other countries just men­
tioned. 

His coronation, indeed, was scarcely over, when 
he began his march for the east, and soon brought­
all the country up to the Indus under his authority. 
The circumstances of the Panjab invited his further 
advance. The viceroy was in revolt, and had 110 

aid from Delhi, so that he offered but a feeble 
opposition; and Ahmed, after taking possession of 
Lah6r and other towns on the road, pursued his 
march to the Satlaj. When he reached that river, 
he found the fords occupied by the Mogul army, 
which had been sent from Delhi to oppose him, 
under Prince Ahmed, the heir apparent, and the 
vizir, Kamr u din Khan. Though his force did 
not exceed 1 ~,OOO men·, he saw that his best 

'* He marched with this number from Candahar; and aJ· 
though it was probably increased before he crossed the Indus, 
it would necessarily be again reduced by the garrisons in the 
Panjab. The" Seir Mutakherln " says he had" not 11I()re thall 
67,000 horse;" which would be a greater army than that of 
Nadir Shah: but the life of Hafiz Rehmet, translated by Mr. 
E1Iiott, gives the more reasonable number of 15,000 men 
(page 25.). 
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chance lay in a vigorous use of it; he crossed the 
river where there was no ford, left the Indians in 

()S7 
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---
his rear, and took Sirhind, where their baggage ar~y under 

Pnnce Ah-
and stores had been deposited. Among other m~d, thc 

d f h· I . f heir "P-a vantages 0 t IS success, le got posseSSlOn 0 parent, 

some guns, with which he was before entirely unpro-
vided. His boldness intimidated the enemy, who 
halted when they approached him, and intrenched 
their camp. A small body of horse could do little 
in such circumstances; and although the Mogul 
vizir was killed by a cannon ball, while at prayers 
in his tent, yet his army continued to repel the 
Durants till the tenth day, when, after a general 
and desperate attack on the intrenchments, during 
which a party of them made its way into the midst 
of the camp,' the assailants were totally repulsed 
and defeated, and compelled to march off home- ", D. 1;48, 

::IIarch; 
wards during the ensuing night. A. H. 1161, 

Th 1\1 1 . i' I . I . llabi ul e H ogu prmce lort lWlt 1 sent a viceroy to· Awa126. 

the Panjab; but as he was immediately afterwards 
recalled to Delhi by the illness of his father, Ahmed 
Shah turned back before he had reached the Indus, 
and did not quit the Panjab until the new viceroy 
had engaged to pay a permanent tribute. 

Mohammed Shah expired within a month after Death of 
. l\Ioham-

the battle of Sirhind, and was succeeded by his med Shah. 

son, who bore the same name as his Durani nei2:h- "A' ""1
1748

, '-' pn; 
hour. .6.. H. 1161. 

Rabi u 
Sani 26. 

VOL. II. uu 
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CHAP. IV. 

TO THE EXTINCTION OF THE MOGUL EMPIRE. 

Ahrned Shah. 

BOOK THE return of the Afghan monarch to the Panjab, 
XII. 
-~- combined with his well-known power and activity, 
A. D. 1748, 
A. B. 1161. 
Internal 
arrange­
ments of 
the new 
king. 

kept the new so\·ereign in a state of continued 
anxiety, and obliged him to sacrifice a portion of 
his independence for the sake of such allies as 
might secure him from foreign conquest. He 
therefore offered the appointment of vidr to Asof 
Jah; and on his declining it (which was soon fol. 
lowed by his death), he invited Nasir Jang (who 
succeeded Asof in the Deckan) to move to his 
assistance with all the troops he could assemble. 
But it was not long before he learned that the 
Durani king was occupied in the western part of 
his dominions; in consequence of which intelligence 
he was enabled to dispense with the aid he had 
solicited, and was left to make his internal arrange· 
ments in the way best suited to his own views. He 
appointed Safder Jang, the son of Sadat Khan, to 
be vizlf; and as that nobleman retained his vice· 
royalty of Qud, the first efforts of the imperial go­
vernment were directed to the suppression of the 
Rohillas, who had again become formidable in the 
northern part of that province. 
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Safder Jang's prospect was favourable, for Ali CHAP. 

Mohammed was d'ead; and he engaged Caiam IV. 

Kh / B 1 I A.!'. I / . / / d / f F kl Attempts an angas 1, t Ie Ig Ian Jagu ar 0 aro . 1- to subdue 

abeld, to conduct the war against his countrymen: ~~~!~y 
.but Caiam Khan, though at first successful, lost JSafder h 

ang, t e 
his life in battle; and Safder Jang, disappointed in ~izir. 

his main object, turned his misfortune to account, i>:'~~~!~'; 
b d· . I 'd fl' II f I A. H JlGI Y lspossessmg t Ie WI ow 0 us a y 0 t 1e greater Zi Haj. ' 
part of her territory. His ungenerous conduct 
brought him no advantage: the people of Caiam 
Khan's country rose upon his agent, and called in 
the Rohillas; against whom the vizlr was obliged 
to march in person. He was accompanied by a 
very numerous army; but so ill disciplined, that 
they sacked their own town of Bara (so famous as 
being peopled by descendants of the Prophet), and 
massacred many of the inhabitants who resisted 
the outrage. It is not' surprising that such an The vizir 

d b . .!'...!'. Tl marches army was route y a very mlenor Loree. Ie against 

vizir himself was wounded; the Rohillas proceeded ~~=,~~and 
to carry their arms into his country' and though is defeated. 

" A. D. 1750, 
be,aten off' from Lucknow and Belgram, they pene- A. H. 1163. 

trated to Allahabad, and set the power of the viz!r 
and the emperor alike at defiance. 

Safder Jang saw his embarrassments increasing, lie calls in 

while his own power of resisting them was ex- !~;~~a­
hausted, and had recourse to the humiliating ex-
pedient of calling in the Marattas. He applied 
to Malhar Rao Holcar, and Jeiapa Sindia (whom 
the peshwa had recently sent back into l\-Ialwa), 
and induced them, by the promise of a large sub-

u u 2 
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sidy, to join him with the greater part of their 
forcc~. By the same means he obtained a renewal 
of the services of Suraj Mal, nija of the Jats, who 
had been his confederate on the former expedi­
tion. 'With these auxiliaries, he defeated the Ra­
hillas in a pitched battle, overran their couiltry, 
and drove them into the lower branches of Hcma­
laya, which form their boundary on the north-east. 
To satisfy the claims of the Marattas, he authorised 
them to levy their subsidy from the conqnered 
territory, and their ravages reduced it to a state 
from which it did not recover for years. 

By the activity of these plunderers the Rohillas 
were reduced to such difficulties for subsistence, 
that they submitted to Safder Jang, and were con­
tent with the assignment of a few villages for the 
maintenance of their chiefs. '" 

The little advantage which the :Mogul govern­
ment gained by this success was more than com­
pensated by the defeat of the governor of Ajlilir, 
who had interfered in a civil war between two 
claimants to the principality of J6dpur. 

'Vhile the weakness of the Mogul government 
was thus daily more displayed, intelligence arrived 
that Ahmed Shah Durani had again invaded the 
Panjab; and it was soon followed up by accounts 
of his having obtained complete possession, and by 
an ambassador demanding a formal cession of the 
province. The visit of Nadir Shah was still suffi-

.. The" Life of Hafiz Rchmet" gives an account more favour . 
. able to the success of the Rohillas. 
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ciently remembered to produce a ready' compli- CHAP. 
IV. 

ance with the demand; and when the vizir arrived 
at Delhi with his .Maratta allies, he found the ar- Cc'Ssion (of 

the l)anjab. 
rangement concluded. There is no reason to doubt 
that he would himself have agreed to it if he had 
been on the spot, or that he would have disregarded 
it after it was made, if he had thought that he 
could gain by infringing it; but he had other 
grounds of dissatisfaction with the court, and he 
made this cession, which he represented as degrad­
ing, the pretext of his complaints. During his 
absence in R6hilcand, his influence at court· had 
been supplanted by a eunuch named Jawid, who 
was favoured both by the emperor and his mother. 

Discontent 
of Safiler 
Jang, the 
vizlr. 

Safder Jang, finding that his presence did not re- He assassi-
nates the 

store his authority, took a course which had become emperor's 
favourite. tamiliar at Delhi: he invited JawId to an entertain-

ment, and had him murdered during the banqUE;t. 
The emperor was naturally exasperated at this 
outrage, and he soon got a suitable instrument to 
avenge him on the vizIr. G IUlzi u din, the eldest Gha,i u din 

the 
son of Asof Jah, had remained at Delhi during the 
first part of the contest between his younger bro­
thers; but, seeing an open ing afterwards, he entered 
into a connection with the peshwa, and set off for 
the Deckan, accompaniell by Holear and Sindia. 
He died soon after his arrival at Aurangabad; and 
his son, a mere youth, whom he had left at Delhi, 
was promoted, by the vizir's favour, to the title of 
Ghazi u din, and the high office of commander-in-
chief. It was this young man that now guided 

u u S 

younger. 
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the operations designed against his benefactor. He 
was a specimen of sucll of the Mogul courtiers as 
were not qnite sunk in sloth. Restless and am­
bitions, as ~kilflll in dissembling his passions as 
incapable of controlling them, he looked on. per­
fidy and murder as the natural means of attaining 
his ends, and was as reckless of consequences as 

regardless of principle. 
The result of his measures was a civil war; not 

determined, as usnal, by a battle in the field, but 
carried on fOf six months in daily combats in the 
streets of Delhi. The factiolIs hostility of the par­
ties was embittered by religious fury: the vizlf was 
a SMa, and the test-word of his sect, and that of the 
Sunnis, became the war-cries of the combatants on 

each side. At length, the vizlr, finding his posi-
tion becoming weaker, and alarmed at the approach 
of the Marattas under l\-falhar Rao, whom Gh5zi 
u din had called in as an auxiliary, consented to 
make peace, retaining possession of the provinces 
of Oud and Allahabad. Ghazi u dIn, thus relie\'ed, 
and anxious to employ his Maratta friends, while 
he revenged himself on a partisan of the vizlr, 
marched out against Suraj Mal, the raja of the Jats, 
in the siege of whose strong forts, especially Dig and 
Bhartpur, he found ample occupation for his army. 

The em- But the emperor was by this time more disgusted 
peror plots • hI' db' I I 
against WIt liS arrogant an over earmg temper t lao le 
GMziudlD. I db· . I S fi'.l" J d I t la ever een WIt 1 a uer ang; an move( ou 

'with what troops he could assemble, on pretence 
of hunting, but really to profit by the difficulties ill 
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which Glulzi u din -was entangled. So little judg- CHAP. 

ment was shown in his ill-concerted operations that IV. 

no step had been taken to secure the co-operation 
of Safder Jang; and it did not require the acute-
ness and activity of GlHlzi u dIn to turn the whole 
scheme against his enemy. \Vithout discontinuing Is dereated 

I · I' 1 lId I I' and de-t Ie siege on w HC I 1e was emp oye , Ie sent liS posed. 

Maratta confederate against Ahmed; but when he 
heard that the emperor was taken prisoner in the 
battle which followed, he repaired in person to the 
camp, deposed the captive king, and put out his 
eyes, as well as those of the queen, his mother. 
He then fixed on one of the princes of the blood 
for successor to the throne, and proclaimed him 
by the title of A'lamglr II." 

A'lamgir II. 

A. D. 1754, 
July; 
A. H. 1167, 
Shaban. 

Safder Jang died soon after this revolution, ahd A. D. ]754, 

Ghazi u dIn took the office of vizlr to himself., September; A. H. 1167, 

leaving Shlti<l u doula, the son of Safder Jang, in ~b:;j~ 
possession of his father's provinces, of which he din, vizir. 

was unable to dispossess him. A longer period of Hi..-iolent 

tranquillity now elapsed than might have been ~oe:e;­
expected from the restless ambition of the new 
vizlr; but his internal government was still as 
arbitrary as ever. At length he provoked a His life in 

numerous body of troops to mutiny, and made !~t:;.in a 

himself personally so odious, that he was seized by 

'*' The above account is from the" Scir l\futakherln," and 
Grant Duff's" History of the Marattas." 

U U 4 
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the insurgents and dragged through the streets 
without his slippers or his turban. Though threat­
ened with instant death, he continued to revile 
his captors, and to say that they should pay for 
their insolence with their heads. At length he Wl\S 

rescued by the interposition of the officers; ,vhen 
he instantly ordered a massacre of the whole body, 
giving up their tents, horses, and property to 
plunder, so as not to leave a vestige remaining of 
the corps. 

A'Jamgir, on pretence of saving the life of 
Gh<izi u din, had offered, while the disturbance 
was at its height, to pay to the mutineers a con­
siderable sum of arrears, if they would deliver their 
prisoner into his hands; but the proposal served 
only to awaken the suspicions of the vizlr, who 
took additional measures to guard against the 
possible intrigues of his nominal sovereign. 

'Vhen interrupted by this adventure, Ghazi u 
dIn was OR h~s march towards Lahor, ami he now 
continued his progress. MIl' Manu, the Mogul 
governor of the Panjab, whom Ahmed Shah llad 
continued in his office after the cession, had died. 
His son had been appointed his successor by the 
Durtlni monarch, but was an . infimt under the 
tutelage of his mother. This state of things pre­
sented an irresistible temptation to the young vizlr: 
he immediately entered into a most amicable cor­
respondence with the widow, claiming the hand 
of her daughter, to whom he had really been 
affianced, and ad,'ancing towards Lahor as if to 
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celebrate the marri;lge: when he had completely CHAP. 
IV. 

lulled all suspicion, he surprised the town and 
made the governess prisoner in her bed. 'Vhile 
they were conveying her to the camp she broke 
into invectives against the treachery of her son-in-
law, and prophesied the ruin of India, and the 
slaughter of its inhabitants, as the certain con­
sequence of the vengeance of Ahmed Shah. Her Th!rd in­

prediction was but too early accomplished; for ~:~(t 
, Shah 

Ahmed no sooner heard of the outrage offered to . 
him than he flew to revenge it; and, speedily 
effecting his march from Candahar, passed through 
the Panjab without opposition, and soon presented 
himself within twenty miles of Delhi. Ghazi u 
din, having contrived to pacify the widow of Mil' 
Manu and to procure her intercession, repaired at 
once to the Dunlni camp, and received pardon as 
far as his own person. Ahmed Shah, however, 
insisted on pecuniary compensation, and marched 
on to Delhi to enforce his demand. N early all He takes 

Delhi. 
the horrors of Nadir Shah's invasion were repeated 
on his arrival; for though not himself cruel like 
that monarch, he had much less command over 
his troops; and the city again became a scene of 
rapine, violence, and murder. 

Nor were these sufferings confined to the capital; Massacres 

~\l1tned Shah sent a detachment of his army, with ::~~xac- , 
Gh{lzi u din, to levy a contribution £I'om Shuja u 
dOllla, and marched, himself, with a similar intention 
against the Jats. He took a fort called Balamghar 
after an obstinate resistance, and put the garrison 
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to the sword; but the action which leaves the 
deepest stain on his ch~racter, or rather on that of 
his nation, was the massacre at Mattra. This city 
(one of the most holy among the Hindus) was 
surprised by a light detachment during the height 
of a religious festival, and the unoffending votaries 
were slaughtered with all the indifference that might 
be expected from a barbarous people, accustomed 
to serve under Nadir, and equally filled with con· 
tempt for Indians and hatred for idolatry. Mean­
while Ahmed himself was advancing towards Agra, 
to which city, as well as to one of the Jut forts, he 
laid siege. But by this time the summer was far 
advanced, and a mortality broke out among the 
Duranis, who are incapable of bearing heat: he 
was therefore obliged to be content with the money 
he had levied, and to direct his cOllfse towards his 

:t:~ti:!:'; own dominions. Before hcwenthe married a princess 
A.H.1171, of the house of Delhi, and contracted another to 
Shaw,,!. 

his son, afterwards Teimur Sh£lh; and having been 
~:;~~:;~: entreated by the emperor not to leave him at the 
tection of mercy of the viz!r, he appointed Nailb u doula, A'larngir ;} 

His ar-

II. against a Rohilla chief of abilities and of excellent cha­
Gh3ziudin. 
Najib u racter, to be commander.in-chief at Delhi; in the 
:i~~~er. hope that his own influence, even when at a dis· 

tance, would render that nobleman a counterpoise 
to Ghuzi u din.-

• The above account is chiefly from the "Seir l\!utak· 
hertn:" it agrees, in most respects, with the Afghan accounts; 
but the latter state that Ahmed Shah did not leave Delhi, and 
that the whole expedition to Agra, as well as that to ~Iattra. 
was commanded by Sirdar Jehan Khan. 
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But no sooner had he quitted India, than Ghftzi CHAP. 

1.1 din once more set him at defiance. He was at IV. 

Farokluibad when the Afghan king departed, and GM.ziudin 
•. • applies for 

he ImmedIately gave the appomtment of com- the assist. 
• • ance of the 

mander.In·chlef to Ahmed Khan Bangash, the l\Iarattas. 

chief of that place, in supersession of Najib u 
doula. But as he was not sufficiently strong to 
effect another revolution by himself, he called in 
the aid of the Marattas, who were now in greater 
power than ever. 

Although Balajl made peace with Salabat Jang Previous 
trans-

(as has been stated) in the beginning of A. D. 175Q, aetionsof 

. b I I . .. fi I' that nation. It was no 0 stac e to lIS entenng 111tO res 1 111· 

trigues with Ghazi u din the elder, the brother 
and competitor of Salabat. On the arrival of that 
prince from Delhi, Balaji joined him at Aurang. 
abad with all his forces; and so numerous was the 
combined army, that even the aid of Bussy might 
have been insufficient to have saved Salabat Jang, 
if the danger had not been a\-erted by the sudden 
death of Ghazi u din. After this Balaji became 
involved in affairs to the southward, and transac-
tions with the French and English, which will be 
best related with the history of those nations. But 
as his government got settled at home, he ventured 
to release Damajl Geikwar, and to avail himself of 
his assistance in settling the province of Guzerat. 
He made severe terms, involving payments and 
reservations which led to many disputes in the 
end: but at first all went prosperously. Damaji 
set out in company with the peshwa's brother, 
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BOOK Ragoba CA. D. 1755), and they soon reduced the 
XII. whole province to complete subjection and obe­

dience. Hagoba next levied contributions on the 
Rajput states, and returned through Malwa to the 

Ragoba,the Deckan. In the end of A. D. 1756 he was again 
peshwa's 

brother, sent into Malwa; and it was to him that the pre-
marches to 
snp~~rt , sent application was made by young Ghazi u din. 
GhaZI u dill 
the Supported by this ally, the vizir advanced on Delhi, 
younger. occupied the city, and laid siege to the fortified 

palace, which held out more than a 1I10nth. 
Takes It was, nevertheless, evident that "N ~ib u do lila 
Delhi. 
Escape of could no longer withstand his enemies; and the 
the heir emperor had already taken the precaution of send-
apparent, 

ing his son, afterwards Shah A'lam, to a place of 
and ofNa_ safety; the escape of Najib himself was the prin­
jib u doula. cipal difficulty remaining, and it was accomplished 

A. D. 1758, 
A. H. 1171. 

Ragoba 
takes pos· 
session of 
the I'anjab. 

by means of a bribe to Malhar Rao Holcar. The 
emperor then opened his gates and received Ghazi 
u din as his vizlr. Najib u doula retired to his 
own country, which was about Seharanpur to the 
north of Delhi, and divided from R6hilcand by the 
Ganges. 

Mter the taking of Delhi, Hagoba remained 
encamped near that city, until he was called away 
to an important and easy conquest. 'When Ahmed 
Sh{lh withdrew from India in the preceding year 
CA. D. 1757), he left his son Teimur in charge of 
the Panjab, under the guidance of Sird£lr Jehan 
Khan. Their most dangerous opponent was Adina 
Beg, a man of a turbulent and artful character, 
who had been depllty to Mir Manu, and whose 
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intrigues had mainly contributed to the various CHAP. 

disturbances and revolutions in the Panjab. He IV. 

had fled from the province when it was occupied 
by Ahmed Shah, and now returned for the purpose 
of continuing his factious designs. He first em-
ployed his influence with the Siks, who had re-
covered their strength during the past disorders; 
but not finding their power sufficient for his pur-
pose, he applied to Ragoba, and pointed out the 
ease with which he might gain a rich prize for his 
countrymen. Ragoba marched accordingly, took 
possession of Lahor in May, 1758, and occupied A. D. 1758, 

I h 1 f I P . , bID ,. .. ::\Iay; 
t le woe 0 tIe allJa, t le urams retlnng ..... H. 1171, 

across the Indus without attempting a battle. The SIuib&n. 

government was conferred on Adina Beg; and on 
his death, which happened soon after, a native 
Maratta was appointed his sllccessor. Before this 
change, Ragoba had set off for the Deckan, leaving 
the Panjab in temporary security, and the Maratta 
affairs prosperous in other parts of Hindostan. A 
force had marched from Delhi under Dataji Sindia, 
for the purpose of pursuing Najib II doula into his 
retreat; and Najib, unable to resist, left his country 
to be plundered, and took post at SakertaI, a de-
fensible ford of the Ganges. He maintained him-
self with difficulty in this position through the whole . 
of the rainy season: and during this period there A. D. 1759, 

. b" I' I II I June to was tune to mature a com 1I1atlOll, to W lIC 1 a t Ie Septemhl'r; 

. lb" 11 d bAH 1172 nelg 1 ourmg pnnces were ca e y a common .. . 
and urgent danger. 

The Marattas were already masters of the Pan- Plans of the 
Marattas 
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BOOK jab: they had concerted with Ghazi u din a plan 
XII. £' 

--_ lor taking possession Qf Oud; and they talked 
for the coo· 
quest of 
Hiodostan. 

General 
combina­
tion of the 
Maho­
metan 
princes. 

The )1a­
ratt:Js in­
vade Ro. 
hilcand. 

A. D. 1759, 
November; 
A. H. 1179, 
Jam8di u1 
Awal. 

Fourth in­
va,ion of 
Ahmed 
Shah. 

without the least reserve of their intended COll­

quest of the whole of Hindostan. The appre­
hensions excited by this state of things induced 
Shuja u doula to forget his old enmities, arrd to 
enter into a league with Najib u doula and his 
former opponents the Rohillas, the most consider­
able of whom was Hafiz Rehmet Khan. As soon 
as Datta Sindia was apprised of this confederacy 
he detached G6vind Rao Bondela· to invade Ro-
hilcand. So effectually was the order performed 
that 1300 villages were destroyed in little more 
than a month, while the Rohillas were obliged to 
retreat for safety into the mountains. They were 
relieved from this distress by Shuja u donla. He 
marched from Lncknow immediately on the in-
vasion, surprised the .Marattas, and drove them 
with heavy loss across the Ganges. Datta Sindia's 
force was weakened by the losses of his detach­
ment; but he had a stronger motive for desiring 
peace, in the reported approach of Ahmed Shah 
from Cabul: terms were therefore proposed to 
Shuja u doula and the confederates, and a peace 
was concluded, which was of no long continuance.t 

The Afghan king was occupied in the north· 
western part of his dominions, when his son was 

• A Maratta Bramin, so called from his employment in 
,j Bund~lcand," and ancestor of the late chief of Sagar and 
Calpl. 

t Seir Mutakherin, and Grant Duff. 
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expelled from the Panjab CA. D. 1758); and, when CHAP. 
. I~ 

about to march to recover that country, he was 
arrested by the revolt of Nasir Khan, the ruler of 
the Be16ches, who made an attempt to establish 
his entire independence. The operations neces-
sary to place the affairs of that country on a satis­
factory footing delayed Ahmed Shah for a con­
siderable time; after which he moved by. the 
southern road of Shikarpur to the Indus; and, 
marching up that river to Peshawer, he crossed it 
in the month of September, and advanced into the 
Panjab. The l\farattas offered no opposition, and 
he avoided the swollen rivers and exhausted country 
by keeping near the northern hills, until he crossed 
the Jamna opposite Seharanpur. During the shah's 
advance, Ghazi u dIn, mindful of A'Jamgir's con-
nection with that monarch and with Najfb u douIa, 
took alarm at the thoughts of his intrigues and his 
vengeance. He therefore at once gave orders for 
his assassination, and raised another member of the 
royal family to the throne. This prince's title was 
never acknowledged: S}ulh A'lam, the heir ap­
parent, was absent on a scheme for getting a foot­
ing in Bengal; and the confederate princes carried 
on their operations without any ostensible head.· 

A. D. 1759, 
September; 
A. H. 1173, 
:\Ioharram. 

)Jurder or 
A1amgir 
II. by 
Ghliziudln. 

A. D. 1759, 
November; 
A. H. 1173, 
Rabi u 
Bani 8. 

At this time the l\farattas, though not supported The ;\Ia-
ratta troops 

by their allies the Jats, had 30,000 horse of their in Hi.ndos-
tan dIs-

own in the field; but they were in two bodies at pcrsed by 
• • Ahmed 

Some dIstance from each other; and the hatred of Shah . 

... Seir Mutiikherin. Ahmed Shah's proceedings are from 
O\fghiin accounts. 
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the country people, who were exasperated by their 
depredations, kept them in ignorance of the move­
ments of the enemy. 'Ahmed Sha.h came sud­
denly on the body under Dattaji Sindia, and so 
effectually surprised it that the chief and two thirds 
of the force were cut to pieces before they could 
escape. The other division under Malhar Rao 
Holcar was still at a distance, and commenced its 
flight towards the country south of the Chambal: 
it was drawn from the direct line by the temptation 
of plundering a convoy, and was overtaken and 
almost destroyed by a Durani detachment which 
had made a prodigious march for the purpose.· 
Long before these reverses, Ragoba had arrived in 
the Deckan. The glory of his conquests did not 
reconcile the Maratta court to the financial results 
which they produced: instead of an ample harvest 
of plunder, as used to be customary, he had brought 
home near a million sterling of debt. This unpro­
ductive campaign appeared to more disadvantage 
when contrasted with that in which the peshwa's 
cousin, Sedasheo Rao Bhao (best known in India 
as "the Bhao"), was engaged: he had remained 
as home minister and commander-in-chief ill the 
Deckan, had just obtained possession of Ahmed­
nagar, and was on the eve of a settlement, after­
wards concluded at U'dgir, by which territorial 
and pecuniary cessions of great extent were ob­
tained from Salabat Jang, and such a burden illl' 

.. Seir MUtllkherin. Grant Duff. 
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posed on the Mogul, government in the Deckan as CHAP. 
IV, 

it never was able to recover. This contrast led to 
jealousy on the part of Ragoba, who, to Sedasheo's 
remonstrances on the profusion of his expenditure, 
replied that the Bhao had better undertake the 
next expedition himselt~ when he would find the 
difference between that and serving in the Deckan. 
Sedasheo took him at his word, and an exchange 
of duties was forthwith agreed on. 

---

The Maratta power was at this time at its zenith. Power of 

Their frontier extended on the north to the Indus ~:;t!r:; its 

and Hemalaya, and on the south near]y to the ex-
tremity of the peninsula: all the territory within 
those limits that was not their own paid tribute. 
The whole of this great power was wielded by one 
hand: a settlement had been made with Tara Bai, 
by which the person of the raja was consigned to 
his nominal minister, and all pretensions of every 
description were concentrated in the peshwa, • 

zenith. 

The establishments of the Maratta government Their 

had increased with its power. Its force was no army. 

longer composed of predatory bands alone; it 
included an army of well-paid and well-mounted 
cavalry in the direct service of the state, and 10,000 
disciplined inf:mtry, who, though a very imper-
fect copy of that commanded by Europeans, were 
fhr superior to any infantry previous]y known in 
India. 

The Marattas had now a]so a train of artil1ery 

VOL. II. 

,.. Chiefly Grant Duff. 

xx 



674 

BOOK 
XII. 

Great pre­
parations 
for the 
contest in 
Hindostan. 

Arrogance 
of the com­
mander, 
Sedasheo 
Bhao. 

HISTORY OF INDIA. 

surpassing that of the Moguls, which they had so 
long regarded with awe and envy. They even 
endeavoured to assume the pomp which was charac­
teristic of their rivals. Rich dresses, spacious tents, 
and splendid caparisons became common among 
them, and their courts and retinues were form~d 
on the Mogul model. 

This show of greatness did not seem misplaced 
in the peshwa and his ministers, who were Concan 
Bramins, a comely race, prepared by the mildness 
and gravity of their manners to take up dignity 
without any appearance of incongruity; but it sat 
very ill on the little active Marattas, whose sturdy 
figures and vulgar manners gave a ludicrous effect 
to their attempts at a stately demeanour. 

Whatever the nation possessed either of power 
or magnificence was brought forth to give weight 
to Sedasheo Bhao. The news of the misfortunes 
of Sindia and Holcar were only a fi'esh stimulus to 
exertion; and it seemed to be resolved, by one 
great and decisive effort, to put the finishing stroke 
to the conquest of Hindostan. "" 

The prince thus elevated was naturally haughty 
and overbearing, proud of the new greatness of his 
family, and puffed up by recent success into an 
overweening confidence in his own abilities both as 
a statesman and a soldier. He was accompanied 
by Wiswas Rao, the peslnva's youthful son and 
heir apparent, and by all dle great Bramin and 

• Seir M utakherin. Grant Duff. 
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Maratta chiefs without exception. Many Rajput 
detachments were senl to join him as he advanced, 
and Suraj Mal is said to have reinforced him with 
a body of sO,noo Jats. 

This experienced old chief, who had long been 
accustomed to act with the Marattas, took occasion 
to advise the Bhao to leave his infantry and guns, 

'and all his heavy baggage, in the Jat territory, 
where it would be protected by strong forts, to 
advance with his horse alone, to harass his enemies 
in the Maratta manner, and protract the war until 
the Duranis, who had already been many months 
in India, should be constrained by the climate to 
withdraw to their native mountains. This prudent 
counsel, though seconded by the Maratta chiefs, 
was at once rejected by their commander, who 
looked down on a victory obtained by such means, 
and who also attached an undue importance to 
his regular infantry and guns. This was not the 
only occasion on which he slighted Suraj Mal, whom 
he treated as a petty zemindar, incapable of judg­
ing of politics on a large scale. He also offended 
his Maratta chiefs hy his Bramin pride, as well as 
his imperious manner of exercising his command, 
and the absence of the freedom and familiarity to 
which they were accustOined in their leaders. In 
this manner he advanced to Delhi, which was held 
by a small garrison of Dudtnis and their partisans, 
Glulzi u din having taken refuge in the J at COUIl­

try. The great extent of the city walls enabled a 
party of Marattas to climb up a neglected bastion, 

x x '2 

CHAP. 
IV. 

He takes 
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and the citadel yielded to the artillery after at­
tempting a short defence,. The Bhao made an 
injudicious as well as ungenerous use of this con­
quest. He defitced the palaces, tombs, and shrines, 
for the sake of the rich ornaments which had been 
spared by the Persians and Afghans. He tore 
down the silver ceiling of the hall of audience, 
which was coined into seventeen lacs of rupees", 
and seized on the throne (no longer so precious as 
of old), and on all other royal ornaments. He even 
proposed to proclaim Wiswas Rao emperor of 
India, and was only prevailed on to postpone the 
measure until he should have driven the Duranis 
across the Indus. An these proceedings alarmed 
and disgusted Suraj Mal, who was unwilling to go 
to extremities with his own near neighbours. He 
soon after entered on a secret consultation with 
Shuja u doula, and withdrew to his own territory 
without openly renouncing his alliance with the 
Marattas. The Bhao affected to treat this defec­
tion as a matter beneath his notice. 

Ahmed During this time the shah was cantoned for the 
;~~~:~o~c- rains at Anupshehr, on the frontier of Dud, whither 
with Shuja he had been drawn by an important negotiation. 
u doula. 

He was sure of cordial assistance from Najiu and 
the Rohillas, but the co-operation of Shttia u eIoula 
was by no means equally certain. Though that 
ruler could not declare against the l\fahometans, 

.. 170,0001. Casi Rai's Narrative (Asiatic Researches, vol. iii. 
p. 97.). Grant Duff makes the 170,0001. include all the plate 
in the palace. 
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his interests counselled neutrality, and he had a 
hereditary disinclination to joining Ahmed Shah, 
to whom his father, Safder Jang, had been openly 
opposed. It was to influence him that the shah 
advanced to Anupshehr; and this movement, with 
the persuasion of Najib u doula, who paid him a 
visit for the purpose, succeeded in procuring his 
accession to the Mussulman cause. 

He nevertheless kept up a constant communi­
cation with the l\farattas, which might serve to 
secure an accommodation, if expedient, and was in 
the mean time a lIseful channel for overtures be­
tween that people and the shah. "" 

After this arrangement was concluded, Ahmed 
was still prevented moving by the violence of the 
periodical rains; but befo~e that season was well 
over, he broke up his cantonment, and marched 
towards Delhi. His movement was accelerated by 
hearing that the Bhao had set out with a picked force 
to attack Cunjpura, on the Jamna, sixty miles above 
Delhi, where there was a DUr<lni garrison, under 
an officer of distinction. On reaching that river, 
near the capital, he found it stilI swollen and 
rapid: he proceeded up the banks in search of a 
ford, until he got near Cunjpura, where he had 
the mortification to hear' that the place had been 
taken, and the whole garrison put to the sword. 
Enraged at this disgrace illflicted almost before his 
pyes, the shah passed the river, between fording 

• Casi Rai, the author of the Narrative, was olle of the 
agents in this intercourse. 
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and swimming; and though he lost many men in 
this bold undertaking, it ~ade so great an impres­
sion on the enemy, that they hastened to remove 
out of his reach, and soon retired to Panipat, where 
they threw up works round their camp, encom­
passed by a broall and deep ditch, and protected 
by their numerous artillery. The BIHlo's force 
consisted of 55,000 cavalry in regular pay, with at 
least 15,000 predatory Maratta horse, and 15,000 

infantry, of whom gOOO were disciplined Sepoys, 
under I'brahfm Khan Gardi, a M ussulman deserter 
from the French service. He had 1200 guns, with 
numerous wall pieces, and a great supply of rockets, 
which is a favourite weapon with the Marattas. 
These troops, with their numerous followers, made 
the numbers within his lines amount to -300,000 

men.-
Ahmed Shah had about 40,000 Afghans and 

Persians, 13,000 Indian horse, and a force of In­
dian infantry estimated at 38,000, of which the 
part consisting of Rohilla Afghans would be very 
efficient, hut the great majority the usual rabble of 
Indian foot soldiers.t He had, also, about thirty 

• Grant Duff agrees with Casi Rai in making the paid horse 
and infantry 70,000, as above, and estimates the predatory 
horse and followers at 200,000. Casi Rai states the whole 
number at 500,000. (Asiatic Researches, vol. iii. p. 123.) 

t The accounts of the Duranis themselves make the number 
of the army that crossed the Indus 63,000; but, from a com­
parison with Nadir Shah's force, and that of Shah Zeman, in 
later times, as well as from the incort"ectness of Asiatic muster-
rolls, I conceive the amount to be much exaggerated. There 



EVENTS AFTER TIlE DEATH OF ALA}lGiR II. 

pieces of cannon of different calibres, chiefly be­
longing to the Indian.allies, and a number of wall 
pieces. 

The inferiority of the shah's force making an 
attack on the enemy's camp impossible, he was 
obliged to encamp also, and to throw up lines 
round his army. The occurrence of a general 
action being thus suspended, the Rhao's prospects 
were by no means unfavourable. He had ordered 
G6vind Rao Bondela to collect what troops he 
could on the lower course of the Jamna, tl.nd that 
chief now appeared with 10,000 or 12,000 horse 
in the rear of the Durani camp. He kept at a 
safe distance from the army, but spread over the 
country in the Maratta manner, so as to intercept 
all supplies. It is probable that the BMo em-
ployed his own light cavalry in the same manner; 
for before much time had elapsed, the M llssulman 
camp began to sufier severely from the scarcity of 
provisions. 

079 

CHAP. 
IV. 

Protracted 
operations. 

But although the Duninis were not accustomed Failure of 

} d I'. d b h 1\,{ the Maratta to t le esultory wanare use y t e It'. arattas, supplies. 

they made up for their deficiency by the bold and 

must a)so have been a great reduction from garrisons in the 
Panjab and other plan's, casualties in action, and deaths from 
the climate during the hot season and rains; so that I think 
·~o,OOO a sufficient allowance for the Afghans. The Indian 
numbers are from Casi Hai: Shuja u Doula had only 2000 horse 
and the same number of foot. Casi Raj's statement, that the 
Duranis had forty guns of their own, is quite contrary to their 
own account and to all probability. 

X X 4 
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rapid movements of their detachments; and on this 
occasion, a body of their horse under Attai Khan, 
!he grand viztr's nephew: made a march of' up­
wards of sixty miles, surprised Govind Rao's camp 
about daybreak, and completely destroyed his party, 
Govind Rao himself falling in the action. "Wh.en 
the Duranis had got the command of the open 
country, the Bhao soon felt the difficulty of his 
situation, inclosed in a fortified camp with such a 
multitude as he commanded. 

The Marattas are excellent foragers. Every 
morning at day-break, long lines of men on small 
horses and ponies are seen issuing from their camps 
in all directions, who return before night loaded 
with fodder for the cattle, with firewood torn down 
from houses, and grain dug up from the pits, where 

, it had been concealed by the villagers; detach. 
ments go to a distance for some days, and collect 
proportionately larger supplies of the same kind; 
and convoys, each of many thousands of oxen, are 
also brought in from remote countries by banjarras, 
a sort of camp grain dealers, who partake of the 
character of the soldiery more than of the mercan­
tile body. All these resources were now cut off; 
and after the Marattas had entirely eaten up and 
consumed the town of Panipat, which was within 
their lines, they began to feel the severest pressure 
of want. 

While things were tending to this conclusion, 
neither party was inactive in its efforts to hasten 
the crisis. Continual skirmishes went on between 
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the armies: the Marattas made three vigorous 
attacks on the Dunini-lines; convoys were always 
attempting to make their way into the camp; and 
though one charged with treasure from Delhi feli 
into the hands of the Afghans, others were secretly 
forwarded by Suraj Mal and the R{~put chiefs; 
and as the Bhao bore his difficulties with dignity 
and resolution, their extent and daily increase were 
unknown to his enemies. In these circumstances, 
the Indian allies lost all patience, and wearied 
Ahmed Shah with their importunities that he would 
put an end to their fatigues by a decisive action: 
but his constant answer was, " This is a matter of' 
war with which you are not acquainted. In other 
affairs do as you please; but leave this to me." 
He had a small red tent pitched in front of his in­
trenchment, to which he repaired every morning in 
time for prayers at day-break, and where he generally 
returned to dine in the evening. He was on horse­
back for the whole day, visiting his posts, and re­
connoitring the enemy; and never rode less than 
fifty or sixty miles a day. At night he placed a 
picket of 5,000 horse as near as he could to the 
enemy, while other parties went the rounds of the 
whole enC'ampment. "He used to say to the Hin­
dostani chiefs, 'Do you sleep; I will take care 
that no harm befalls YOH ;' and to say the truth, 
his orders were obeyed like destiny, no man daring 
to hesitate or delay one moment in executing 
them." .. 

• Casi Rai. 
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During this time, the Bhao's embarrassments 
became daily more urgent; and he made fi'equent 
applications to Shuja u doula through Casi Rai 
(the author of our Narrative) to mediate a peace 
between him and the Mussulmans. When his pro­
posals were made known to the shah, he replied 
that he was only an auxiliary, and had no views 
of his own; that he claimed the entire control of 
the war, but left the Hindostani chiefs to carryon 
their negotiations as they pleased. The majority 
of those chiefs were well disposed to an accommoda­
tion, which would have been particularly acceptable 
to ShlUa u doula; but Najib always steadily op­
posed the overtures, and succeeded in impressing 
on the rest the ruin to which they would be ex· 
posed if the shah left India while the Maratta 
power was still entire. 

It is not difficult to conceive what must now have 
been the state of the Maratta host, cooped up amidst 
the stench of a blockaded camp, among dead and 
dying animals, surrounded by famished followers, 
and threatened with the terrible consummation of 
the evils which they already suffered. Among their 
last efforts, they sent out a roraging party, with innu­
merable camp followers, to endeavour to bring in 
some relief; but the helpless crowd was discovered 
by the enemy, and slaughtered in prodigious num­
bers. On this the chiefs and soldiers surrounded 
the Bluio's tent in a body; they said that they had 
entirely exhauste'd the last remains of their provi. 
sions, and that it was better to run any risk in the 
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field than to perish in misery. The Bhao agreed 
to their wish: they all partook of bitel leaf, and 
swore to fight to the last; and orders were given 
to make the attack on the next morning before 
daybreak. 

In this extremity the Bhao wrote to Casi Rai a 
short note with his own hand: "The cup is now 

. full to the brim, and cannot hold another drop. If 
any thing can be done, do it, or else answer me 
plainly at once; hereafter there will be no time for 
writing or speaking." 

Casi Rai was communicating this note to Shuja 
u Doula about three in the morning, when his 
spies came to report that the Marattas were getting 
under arms. Shuja immediately repaired to the 
shah's tent. and desired he might be awakened 
without delay. The shah soon made his appear­
ance, ready dressed; and, mounting a horse which 
always stood saddled by his door, he rode towards 
the enemy, ordering his own troops out as he ad­
vanced. 

One of his first steps was to send for Casi Rai, 
and interrogate him about the source of the in­
telligence he had commllnicated. This he did as 
he was moving forward, until, about a mile fi'om 
the camp. he met some Durani horsemen loaded 
with plunder, who reported that the Marattas had 
deserted their camp and fled. On hearing this, 
Ahmed turned to Casi Rai and asked him what 
he said to that? but while he ,,'as yet speaking, 
the Marattas announced their presence by a gene-
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ral discharge of their artillery along the whole of 
their line. "On this the. shah, who was sitting 
upon his horse smoking a Persian kallian, gave it 
to his servant, and with great calmness said to the 
nabob (Shllja), ' Your servant's'news is very true 
I see.'" He then sent orders to hasten the a(l­
vance of his own army. 'Vhen objects became 
discernible, the colours of the Marattas were seen 
advancing slowly and regularly, with their artillery 
in front. The shah drew up his army opposite, 
and, himself, took post at his little red tent, which 
was now in the rear of the line. 

The M lIssulmans did not make much use of their 
guns; and as those of the Marattas approached, 
the shot wenl over the heads of their adversaries. 
The actual engagement was begun by I'brahim 
Khan G£lrdi, who rode up to the Bhao, respect. 
fully saluted him, and said, " You have often becn 
offended with me for insisting on regular pay 
to my men; you shall now see that we have not 
earned it in vain." He then seized a colour with 
his own hand, and ordered his battalions to cease 
firing and charge bayonets. Their attack fell on 
the Rohillas, whose undisciplined valour only in­
creased their loss, and who were broken after a 
prodigious slaughter. Their defeat laid open the 
right of the grand vizlr, who commanded the centre 
of the Durani line, and who was now charged by 
the Bhao and Wiswas Rao with thc flower of the 
.Maratta army. In this charge, AU{li Khan, the 
vizlr's nephew, was killed by his side, and hi~ 
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Dunlnis were forced to give ground; but he him­
self dismounted, and, \vith the few that were near 
him, determined to die at his post. Shuja u doula 
was next to the grand vizir's division, but could 
not see what was passing for the dust: finding the 
sound of men and horses in that quarter suddenly 
diminish, he sent Casi Rai to inquire the cause. 
He found the grand vizfr on foot in full armour, in 
an agony of rage and despair, reproaching his men 
for quitting him, and endeavouring to bring them 
back to their ranks. "Ride to Shuja n doula," 
said he, "and tell him that if he does not support 
me immediately, I must perish." But Shuja, though 
he kept his ground, did not venture to take part in 
the action. 

Meanwhile these transactions had not escaped 
Ahmed Shah; and the reserve which he had 
ordered up arrived at the critical moment to pre­
vent the destruction of the grand vizlr. The battle. 
now became stationary, but the advantage still in­
clined to the Marattas; until Ahmed, after rallying 
the fugitives and ordering all who refused to return 
to be cut down, gave orders for an advance of his 
own line, and at the same time directed a division 
on his left to wheel up and take the enemy in 
flank. This manceuvre was decisive; for, though 
the closest combat was raging in the centre, where 
the Bhao and \Y iswas were engaged on horseback, 
and where they fought on both sides with spears, 
swords, battle-axes, and even daggers, yet, " all at 
once, as if by enchantment, the whole Maratta 
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army turned their backs, and fled at full speed, 
leaving the field of battle. covered with heaps of 
dead." The victors pursued them with the utmost 
fury; and as they gave no quarter, the slaughter 
is scarcely to be conceived; the pursuit continuing 
in every direction for fifteen or twenty miles. A 
large proportion of those who escaped from the 
enemy were cut off by the peasants; and great 
numbers, who fell alive into the hands of the 
Duninis, were cruelly massacred in cold blood. 
The shah himself was not exempt from a share in 
these barbarities: for he not only took no means 
to prevent them, but, at the instigation of Najib, 
he made a strict search for Jancojl Sindia, who 
was concealed by a Durani chief, and who was 
made away with to prevent detection. He also 
compelled Shuja u doula to give up the gallant 
l'brahfm Khan, who had been made prisoner; sent 
for him into his presence to reproach him; and 
then gave him o\"(~r to the grand vizir to be placed 
in confinement, where he died of his wounds 
within a week.· 

The body of Wiswas Rao was found, and a 
headless trunk which was believed to be BMo's; 
but the fate of the latter was so far fi·om certain, 
that, many years after, an impostor obtained credit 
for a time by assuming his character. The whole 

• Casi Rai says he was treated with the greatest cruelty, 
and that it was reported that poison was put into his wounds; 
but that was not a moment when vengeance (if there had been 
any motive for it) would have taken so indirect a cour8e. 
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number of the slain is said to have amounted to 
near ~OO,OOO. 41< Alm·ost all the great l\faratta 
chiefs were killed or wounded, except those who 
had been left with a force at Delhi; and Malh{lr 
Rao Holcar, who was accused of too early a re­
treat. Mahaji Sindia, afterwards the founder of a 
great state, was lamed for life; and Nina :Farnavis, 
who long kept off the downfal of the peshwa's 
government, narrowly escaped by flight. t 

Never was a defeat more complete, and never 
was there a calamity that diffused so much con­
sternation. Grief and despondency spread over 
the whole Maratta people; most had to mourn 
relations, and all felt the destruction of the army 
as a death-blow to their national greatness. The 
peshwa never recovered the shock. He slowly 
retreated from his frontier towards Puna, and died 
ill a temple which he had himself erected near that 
city.:I: The wreck of the army retired beyond the 
K erbadda, evacuating almost all their acquisitions· 
in Hindostan.§ Dissensions soon broke out after 
the death of BaJaji, and the government of the 
pcshwa never regained its VIgour. Most of the 

• Grant Duff, vol. ii. p. 156. 
t The account of Sediisheo· Rao Bhao's campaign is com­

piled from Grant Dutt~ the" Seir }I utakherln," and Ciisi Hai's 
account of the battle of Panipat (in vol. iii. of the Asiatic Re­
searches, p. 91, &c.). Th is last is, perhaps, the best specimen 
to be found of narrative by an Indian. The Afghan accounts 
of Ahmed Shah's proceedings also furnish some information. 

t Grant Duff. 
§ Sir J. 'Malcolm's Malwa, vol. i. p. 120, 121. 
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Maratta conquests were recovered at a subsequent 
period; but it was by ilHiependent chiefs, with the 
aid of European officers and disciplined Sepoys. 
The confederacy of the Mahometan princes dis­
solved on the cessation of their common danger. 
Ahmed Shah returned home without attempting 
to profit by his victory, and never afterwards 
took any share in the affairs of India. 

The actors in the last transactions having now 
all left the stage, the history of the Mogul empire 
here closes of itself. Its territorv is broken into . 
separate states; the capital is deserted; the claim-
ant to the name of emperor is an exile and a de­
pendent; while a new race of conquerors has 
already commenced its career, which may again 
unite the empire under better auspices than be­
fore. 

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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sentiments; to which none of those pretences, by which young people rom .. 
monly reconcile to themselves their own nothingness, can be suggested 88 an 
answer .... A charm, too. is spread over the whole work, and it leaves in the 
mind a feeling of affection for the author; and this because he displays 
himself without pretension, and because the picture he draws relates only 
to those moral feelings, those private yirtues, which every one can imitate, 
and to that domestic life, the happiness of which, as it is derived from the 
purest and most amiable feelings, creates jealousy in the breast of no one. 
lIlere men of the world will probably disbelieyc it: in their eyes it will 
appear a romance, but one that will not offend them; and, by the middling 
ranks, the most numerous class of society, these memoiri ",ill be read with 
the same feeling as that which dictated their composition." 

Y. 

GIBBON'S HISTORY OF THE DECLINE AND FALL OF 
THE RO;\IAN EMPIRE. An entirely New Edition,edited,with Notes, 
by the Rev. H. H. MILlILI.N, and illustrated with original Historical MaPs. 
12 vols. 8vo, 9s. each. 

4. I felt that this book, in spite of its faults, will always be a noble work-and 
that we may correct the Author's emIrs and combat his prejudices, lIIithout 
ceasing to admit that few men have combined, if we are not to say in so high 8 

degree, at least in a manner bO complete and 80 well regulated, the necessary 
qualifications for a writer of bi~tory."-Gl4izot. 

II There can be no question that this edition of Gibbon is the only one e1tant to 
which Parents and Guardians and Academical Authorities ought to gi,-e any 
measure of countcnance .. "-Quarttrly Review • 

.. Gibbon'. History, especially as edited by 1I1r. Milman, Is 8 work for all time 
and for all classes. It never before was a work which could be safely put into 
the hands of the young, or 01 those whose opportunities ftJ'ld means for d~ 
tecting its perversions were few. Now, however. the errors of this luminoUJ 
and imposing history have been skilfully and convincingly DOted. The 
poison, if not extracted, has been made palpable."-Jlonthlll .&vintl. 

VI. 

THE HISTORY O.F ENGLAND, from the Death of Queen Anne 
to the Reign of George II. By LORD MAHON. Second Edition, 3 vols. 
8vo, 368 . 

.. Lord Mahon has shown throughout excellent skill in combining, as well as (.'On' 
tra...;;ting, the various elements of interest which his materials afforded j he has 
drawn 'his historical portraits with a firm and easy hand, and no one can I.ay 

down the book without feeling that he has been under the guidance of n ~n­
gularly clear, high-principled, and humane mind; one uniting a very searching' 
ehrewdness with Q, pure and unaffected charity. The author bas shown equal 
oourage, judgment, and taste, in availing himself of minute details, so as. to 

pTe his narrative the picturesqueness of a memoir. ",ithout sacrificing one Jot 
of the nal dignity of hleto.,.."-QuarttrlW iUviCU'. 
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VII. 

TIlE RISTOR Y OF CHRISTIANITY, from the Birth of Christ 
to the Extinction of Paganism in the Roman Empire. By the Rev. 
H. H. MILMA:'i. 3 vols. 8vo, 368. 

"Evincing great research and exhibiting profvund knowledge of the subject, It 
breathel:i a spirit of peace and tolerance a.nd conciliation which are or ought to 
Os the characteristics of all ministers of the gospel. 

"lYe see not:dng in lIr. ltilmau's indulgent view8 beyond those .'lJich the most 
orthodox minister may take. nor are hit!; opinioDl:i anything which the high 
churchman may DOt cODsdoolivu.lyand cootiititcntIy maintain:'-,(oAn Bull. 

VIII. 

THE CORRESPONDE~CE OF WILLIAM PITT, FIRST 
EARL OF CHATHA~I. Edited by WM. STANHOPE TAYLOR and 
JOHS HESRY PRI:-;GLE, Esquires, Executors of his Son, John Earl of 
Chatham. 4 vols. 8"0, 18s. each. 

"There is hardly any man in motlem times, with the exception perhaps of Lord 
Somers, who fil!s so large a space in our hhtory, and of wuom we know 110 
little, as Lord ChatlJanl; and yet he b the pl.'lSOn to whom every one would 
at once p<>int, if d .. ;red to name the great.,.t statesmao and orator that this 
country e,,·er produced. 

'1 "'''e regard tJtis work, indeed. as one of the greatest value; and hold the editor. 
to have furmed a wise rCfKl}ution, \)(.tb as to their own duty. and the best 
service they could render at once to the memory of their iBustriuu8 ancestor, 
and to the public intc~ts, by determining to keep back no part of the pre· 
clous document. entrustl'<i to their carc. "-Edillburg" Reviell". 

IX. 

CAIRO, PETRA, AND DAMASCUS, DESCRIBED. 
original Notes made during a Tour in those Countries in 1839. 
G. KIN:-;EAR, Esq., of Glasgow. Post 8"0, 9a. 6<1. 

From 
By JOHN 

" Mr, Kinnear, a recent traveller, and, like most travellers. a little biassed ill [tn'our 
of llehemet, but a ben sible. and on the whole 8 fair witneS6."-QUdrltrljl Btl', 

u Mr. Kinnear's :iarrative is bhort, plea..:;ant, and interesting. and we find our· 
lIClves, when we close his book, in a toler"ble state of familiarity with Eastern 
manners. 11-TiJn(l. 

" This volume is of a vrry agreeable and Ih'cty character. Competently read, 
especially in the B.ble, and possessing a goud deal or natir. shrewdness IUId 
judgment. Mr. Kionear has ot:uuped upoo hi. page the charm or simpllcit,. 
and utUity:'-SJ.ectator. 

"Mr. Kinnear accompanied Mr. David Roberts the artist, and he ·writes extremely 
well, and his descriptions proclaim him a good obt;erver."-Ezam;n~r. 

" 'Ve were unprepared for the scriptural and historical criticism with which ~lr. 
Kinnear 60 modestly, and ,Yt.,t bO judicioulJy, inten-pen.cs bis narrative 
evincing a mind well llcquaintt.od with bibli<:a11CSlrlling, and the worb of com· 
mentat()rs which bear upon the Wlcicllt inquiri.:s it involves,"-LiurGr, 
Gazelle. . 

x. 
AN ACCOUNT OF THE PRIVATE LIFE, MA~NERS AND 

CUSTO~lS OF THE AXCIEXT EGYPTIANS, derived from the Study 
of Hierogl),,'hics, Sculpture, Paintings, and other Works of Art, still 
existing, compared with the Accounts of Ancient Authors. By SIR 
GARDSER WILKINSOS. With 406 Eugnwings from Original Drawing. 
made from the Tombs. 3 \"ols. Evo, 3/. 3s. 
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XI. 

CHURCH PRINCIPLES CONSIDERED IN THEIR RESULTS. 
By W. E. GLADSTONE, M.P., late Stude'!t of Christ Church. Bvo. 128. 

CO~TE.'1TS :-1. INTRODlTTORY-2. RATIO)!ALIS~-3. THE CHURCH-4. 
THE SACRUIE.'1TS--5. THE ArosTOLICAL SUCCESSION-6. SPECIFIC CLAIMS 
OF THE CHURCH OF E~GLA~D-7. CHURCH PRINCIPLES IN REllTION TO 
PRESENT CIRCUIIlSTANCES. 

XII. 

LETTERS FRO~I THE EARL OF DUDLEY TO THE BISHOP 
OF LLANDAFF. A New Edition, with Portrait. Bvo. 108. 6d. 

XliI. 

THE STATE IN ITS RELATIONS WITH THE CHURCH. 
By w. E. GLADSTO:O;-E, Student of Christ· Church, and M.P. for Newark. 
Third Edition, Bvo, 98. 6d. 

XIV. 

THE POETICAL WORKS OF THE REV. H. H. MIL~IAN; 
including THE FALL OF JERUS.lLEIll-BELSHAZZAR-THE i\hRTYR OF 
ANTIOCH-ANN BOLEYN-SAMOR, &c. &c. With Preface and Notes by 
the Author, a Portrait, and other Illustrations. 3 vols. Fcap. Bvo, 18s. 

XV. 

AN EXCURSION IN ASIA MINOR IN 1838. Including a 
Visit to several unknown and undescribed Cities of Ancient Lyeia and 
Pamphylia. By CHARLES FELLOWS, Esq. With Plates and Woodcuts, 
from the Author's Sketches. Imperial !lvo, 2B8. 

XVI. 

THE ART OF DEER-STALKING. Illustrated by a Narrative of 
a few Days' Sport in the Forest of Atholl. By WILLIAM ScROPE, F.L.S. 
With Illustrations by Emn:o;- and CllARLES LANDSEER, R.A. A New 
Edition, revised. Royal 8vo, 2/. 2s. 

XVlI. 

THE COURT OF SPAIN UNDER CHARLES THE SECOND. 
Extracted from the Correspondenee of the Hon. ALEXANDER SU:I"HOPE, 
British Minister at Madrid from 1690 to 1700. Selected from the 
Originals at Chevening. By LORD i\IAHO:O;-. Bvo, 5s. 6d. 

XVlII. 

LETTERS FRO~I ITALY to a YOUNGER SISTER. By 
CATHARINE TAYLOR. Post Bvo, Ss.6d. 

XIX. 

THE PRINCIPLES OF GEOLOGY; or, the Modern Changes of 
the Earth and its Inhabitants considered as Illustrative of Geology. By 
CHARLES LYELL, F.R.S. Sixth Edition, revised, with more than Z50 
Illustrations. 3 vols. ,12mo, 21,. 
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xx. 
NOTES, CRITICAL AND DISSERTATORY, on the GOSPEL 

and EPISTLES of ST. JOHN. By the late REV. R. SHEPHERD, D.D., 
Archdeacon of Bedford, &c. A New Edition. Royal 8\"0, 15s. 

XXI. 

THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE, AND THE RE:~IEDY FOR 
IT. By Sm TUOMAS FOWELL BUXTON, Bart. Second Edition, with Map 
of Africa, 8"0, 5$. 

An Abridgment of the above Work for circulation. Bvo, Is. 

XXII. 

A SERIES OF PICTURESQUE VIEWS ON THE RIVER 
NIGER, sketched during Lander's last Visit in 1832-33. By Commander 
WILLIAM ALLE.'!, R.N. Published under the Auspices of the Society for 
the Extinction of the Slave Trade, and for the Colonization of Africa. Im­
perial 410, 25s • 

.. The A utbor of tbls Uttle work, who I. about to take a part in tbis honourable 
mission (the Civilization of Africa), hopes that an endeavour to delineate the 
fealures of the country, and the manners of the people, may not at this time 
prove unacceptable." 

.. The sketches were made on the spot during Lander's expedition, which be ao­
companied. by order of the Admiralty, for thep1.Irpose of making a survey 01 
the river; and while he would claim some indulgence for them, all the plea 
of their having been taken when be was suffering severely from the effect of 
tbe climnte, he takes confidence from the goodness of tbe cause, and from the 
bigh auspices under whicb he appears before the public. h_E.rtract from the 
:Author', Pr(/ace. 

XXIII. 

A WINTER IN THE WEST INDIES, described in Familiar 
Letters to Henry Clay, of Kentucky. By JOSEPH JOliN GURNEY, of 
Earlham. Second Edition. 8vo, 5 •. 

.. The Autbor of tbese pages gives a most remarkable and encouraging accotp>t of 
the results of the working of the great experiment, now in progress in the 
British We.t Indies, for the complete emancipation of the SlaTe8."-lI'tte YorA: 
J4.merican~ 

XXIV. 

THE BRITISH mIPIRE IN INDIA. By M. DE RrORNSTJERNA, 

::'lember of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, and of the Academy 
of Military Science. Translated from the German. With Maps. 8n), 
8s.6d. 

XX\". 

W ASHIXGTON. By)1. G1HZOT. Translated from the French by 
HENRY REEVE. Post 8vo, 7 •. 6d. 

" 111. Gnizot does not come forward witb tbe conceited air of one wbo wouM force 
bis views from a vanity in originating them, but simply gh"es his convictions; 
being impressive l:M:cause he is himself impressed with their truth-eloquent. 
because he himself fccl. the grandeur of bis ,ubject. Admiring hi. hero to 
tbe llighest degree, he is sober in his enthusiasm; ba\"ing vie~·t>d the fortunes 
of a ya~t cuuntry. he appreciates the influence of ""a.~hington, and, after 
carefully weighing all circumsts.nces, speaks ",dtb the admiration of one 
... hOle leuon \0 convinced, no~ of one whoee intellect \0 da.uled. "-Tima. 
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XXVI. 

LIEUT. HART'S NEW ANNUAL ARMY LIST, FOR 1841, 
containing the Dates of Commissions and a Statement of tlte War Services 
and Wounds of nearly every Officer in the Anny, on FeLL P .AT, RETIRED, 
and HALF PAY, including the Ordnance and Royallliarines ; compiled from 
Official Documents, and Corrected up to January. With an Index. 
One volnme, 8vo. 

XXVII. 

HAND-BOOK FOR TRAVELLERS IN THE EAST; in­
cluding Malta, the Ionian Islands, Greece, Constantinople, Asia Minor 
and Turkey in Europe, with detailed Infonnation respecting Steamers ; 
Quarantines; Guides; Monies; Passports; Firmans, &c. &c. Maps. 
Post 8vo, 15s. 

xxnIl. 

THE CHOEPIIORCE OF' JESCHYLUS, a New Edition of the 
Text, with Notes Critical, Explanatory, and Philological, de5igned for the 
Use of Students}n the Universities. By the Rev. T. 'VILLIA)JSOl! PElLE, 
1II.A., Senior Fellow and Tutor in tlte University of Durham. 8vo, 12s. 

Also, by the same Editor, THE AGAMEMNON OF ..£SCHYLUS. 8vo, 128. 

XXIX. 

A NEW GREEK G RA~DIAR, for the Use of Schools:, . By the 
Rev. CHARLES WORDSWORTH, M.A., Second Master of Winchester College. 
A New Edition, revised and improved, 12mo, 3s. 6d . 

.. It is the object of this work to cort"ret the errors anll Impply thedefccts of theEton 
Greek Grammar, at th~ fi3lne time retaining, as far as possible, the language 
lind fonn of the original." 

This Grammar has been recently introduced into the public Schools of 
Winchester, Harrow, and Rugbg • 

. , 
• 

ESSA YS ON THE 
XXX • 

MOST ~l\IPORTANT DISEASES OF 
WOMEN. By ROBERT FERGt:SOl!. M.D., Fellow of the Royal College of 
Physicians, and Physician Accoucheur to the Queen. Post Ih-o, 9s. (jd. 

XXXI. 

A NEW SYSTE)I OF DOMESTIC COOKERY, founded upon 
Principles of Economy, and adapted to the Use of Private Families. 
Bya Lady (Mrs. Ru:mKLL). The Sixty-fourth Edition (or 2.0,000 copies), 
carefl1lly Revised, and Improved by the Addition of Nine Hundred New 
Receipts. With Plates. One thick volume, strongly bound. Foolscap 
8vo, Ga. 

*.* The public is informed, that the only correct and impr~ed edition bears 
11fr. lIfurray's name on the outside. 


