






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































DHIWL ( M9} 

DHROL ". 
Area.-282. sq. mile". Population.-27,V01. 

Rcvenue.-1,50,OOO rupees. 

Dhrol is bounded on the north and west by Nawanagar; on the east. 
by Morbi and Wankaner; ann on the sonth, by Gondal and Morbi. 

The chiefdom of Dhrol was founded by Hardholji, the brother of Jam 
Raol, who was the founder of the Jadeja principality of a\Vanagar. These 
two brotherg were on hostile terms with their cousin, Jam Hamirji, who was 
reigning at Kutch. The bardie legend runs that they all entered into 
certain negotiations, and swore by the name of their tutelary goddess, Asha­
]Juri, to strictly ohserve them. The wily Jam Raol and his brother, Hardholji, 
broke these terms amI treacherously murdering Harnil'ji, took possession of 

his dominions. The daughter of Hamil:ii was married to the £.mous Mahmud 
Begara, King of Gujarat, whose protection was sought by Aliyoji, Rayabji, 
Khengalji and Sahebji, sons of the murdered Hamirji. l\Iahmud readily 
granted them support and sent with them a large army to Kutch. .Jam 
Raol and Hardholji fuught against them with singular bravery, but to 
no avai!. They offered their prayers to the goddess As/,apuri, and solicited 
her help against the infidel,. The di.ine mother appeared to them while 
they were asleep, and told them that there was not the slightest prospect of 
their winning success as they had perfidiously killed Hamirji, in spite of 
the fact that .they had entered into friendly negotiations with him and had 
taken a solemn pledge to observe them. She, however, promised that if 
they would crOSS the R!m and g') to Sorath (Kathiawad), she would 
accompany thelll thither, and assist them in estltblishing a new kingdom fur:­

them. 

With this mandate from the Mala (goddess), Jam Raol and Hardholji 
crossed the Ru n and marched into Sorath. They first pitched their· 
c;l,mp at DahiS<.lra near Amran. Dedo TalllL'l.chi waS then reigning there, 

with whom they fuught several battles and conquered the two districts of 
Arnran and Kunad, each consisting of 2.J. villages, and placed detachments 
there. They afterwards removed their camp to a small hill, called Gcdo, 
near Hadiana, and, after a few days: i.l1vaded the sea-port town of Nagna, 

then held by the Jethwa chief, ami along with it, conquered a greater 
portion of the adjoining territory. Hardholji afterwards, accompanied 
by his followers, proceeded towards Dhro!' It was then under the sway 
(,f n Rajrut pl'inr.(\, nallwrl DLam:d rhanula. The two riyal armies wet. 
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in a fierce battk" 1Il which the Chavarla chief 
140 villages fell into the hands of the victor. 
himself the ruler of Dhro/, 

was slain, and Dhrol with 
Hardholji then proclaimed 

In 1539, Jam Raol fountled the city of Nawanagar, on the'site of tho 
N agna BandaI', and made it the capital of his principality. Hardholji, 8S 

mentioned above, took up his residence at Dhrol, and established" separate 
chiefdom. Thus by the f/l"our of Ashaj)"1'i Nata (Hope-fulfilling mother) 
the two brothers, Jam Raol and Hanlholji, becall1c tbe foundel'S rc-spcct­
ively of the two States of Nawanagar "nd Dhrol in Kathiawad. Somo 
chroniclers mention tha~ Dhrol and 12 other viIJages were given in 
appanage to Hardholji by his brother, the ruler of Nawanagar, but it is not 
bo~ne out by any reliable testimony. 

Jam Raol after establishing himself at Kawanagar, conquen..! tho 
southerll: and wc.stern territories from the hands of the J cth ,vas. In the 
contest the Jethw'lS were aosi,ted by the Vala, Vadhel, Vagher, the Suoo of 
Junagarh and many other chiefs. They were, howe,,,r, opposod by Jam Raol, 
Hardholji and his son, prince Jasoji. In one of these battle, the Jdhwas 
and their confederates brought their guns to boar upon the enemies so 
effectively that they dealt destructil)ll in the enemy's camp. Jam Raol and 
Hardholji consulted the best and bmvest of their comrades, and, summon. 
ing all their men together, enquired if thel'e was a single walTior, ",ho 
would volunteer to spike the gUlls of their opponents. The brave Sodha 
chief of Parkar, Togoji, took up the gauntlet and with a desperate rcSOhl' 

tion marched to fulfil his pledge. He succeeded, though at the cost of 
his life. When the Jethwas saw him spiking their guns, ihey f • .l1 upon 
him and inflicting a.s many a~ twenty-four wounds, killed him on the spot. 
The Jethwas then thonght t.hat Hardholji was the only brave warrior left 
in Jam Raol's camp, and if he wexe killed, thm,e wo.uld be an "lid to all 
further fighting. They entrusted the work of getting rid of Hardholji to a 
Rajput ~d"enturer, named Karsan Jambucho. The as,assin armed with a 
lance rode up to the tent of Hardholji and demanded adtnittance under 
the pretext of deli"ering to him an important doollment. Hardholji wa~ 
then taking his bath, and Karsan proceeding thither, pierceJi him with hi< 
l"nce and killed him. The news of this foul murder reached the ears of 
his nep.hm", ~eheramanji Dungarani, who instantly JUD_ped upon bi" 
palfrey, overtook the murderer and despatched him with a single blow. 
'l'he main pillar of Jam Raul's strength, being t.hus broken, he retired to hig 
~apital with a heavy heart (I!');'O). 
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Hardholji thus perished, leaving behind him eight ¥,ns, Jasoji, Unadji, 
Raghoji, Viroji, Lakhoji, Khimoji, Khengalji and'Vajbji. The eldest of 
these, Jasoji, inherited ])hrol, while the others were provided with suitable 
estates. 

The burning desire of ol\"enging the murder of his father was con­
stantly troubling Jasoji. The district of Kanjari, consisting of 12 villages, 
which is now known by the name of Chitrawad, was then held by a Rajput 
chief of the Chudasama tribe. He was the brother-in.law of both Jasoji 
and Bhanji Jethwa.. On one occasion during the marriage festivities at 
Kanjari, Bhanji Jethwa and his wife had gone thither, while the wife of 
Jasoji, too, was invited on the occasion. The two sisters meeting together, 
each dwelt on the exploits of her husband and his ancestors. The Jethwa 
Rani, during the course of the discussion cast a slur upon the Dhrol Chief 
Hnd his predeccss')l'S. The Rani of Dhrol taking umbrage, wrote a letter to 
her lord, Jasoji, desiring him to at once run over to Kanjari and chastise 
the insolent Jethwa. Jasoji IV,,, all the while scheming plans to wreak 
a dire vengeance upon tho Jcthwa. The invitation, therefore, was a god~ 

iend to him. He marched to Kanjari and killed Bhanji Jethwa. 

Rayasinhji, the Raj of Halwad, and maternal uncle of Jasoji, once went 
to Dhrol, to pay a visit to his nephew. While they were playing at (JhQp',t 

(drafts), the sound of a kettle-drum fell upon the ears of Jasoji. He got angry 
and ordered his men to enquire who was he that had the boldness of beating 

. the drum on the precincts of Dhrol. His wrath was appeased when he 
was informed that a mendicant ""med Makan Bharthi was going on 
a pilgrimage to Hinglaj, attended by his Alit (mendicant class) followers, 
and that the dl'unl belonged to them. Rayasinhji was taken by surprise 
and asked his nephew what steps he would ba,·e taken if the drum had been 
sounded by It Rajput chief. Jasoji replied that he would have got the drum 
torn off. The Raj of Halwad bore this in mind, and after his return to the 
capital, he raised a large army, and proceeding in the direction of Dhrol, 
ordered his kettle-drum to be sounded on the very out-skirts of Dhrol. 
Jasoji expostulated with his uncle to stop beating the drum, but in vain. 
At last he attacked the arlllY of his uncle and in the fierce battle that 
ensued he fell on the field. While dying he requester! a.ch,o·((ll who wa< 

standing by to com'e), the intelligence of his death to his intimate friend, 
Sahebji, th" brothel' of Rw Kheng"lji of Kutch, oxhurting him to avenge 
his deat.h. The ck",'an accordingly went to Kutch and related to S"heb.li 
1111 that had hAppened Tlw hrother of the R:v) marcher! npoll Hak"'\ at 
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the heaU of a large army. Rayasinhji opposed him near Malia, and in th. 
struggle, Snhebji was killed and Rayasinhji wounded. Jasoji was succeed­
cd by his son, Bamaniyoji, on the Dhrol gwli. Karsanji and Hamirji, th., 
other two sons, were provitled with pr')per appanages. 

Bamaniyoji h,,,1 so many as thirteen sons, . Hardholji II., Jivanji, 
Ravoji, Ashoji, Sahebji, Amalji, Khetoji, Akhoji, Meghji, Hardasji, Junoji, 
Hamirji and Pachanji. On the death of Bamaniyoji, the eldest, Hardholji n, 
succeeded him, while the rest received grants of villages. 

Hardholji II. had three sons, Modji, Udaya,inhji and Ranmalji, of whom 
the eldest, Modji, succeeded his father to the Dhrol gadi: the ,)ther, were 
pr0vided with jagir8 for their maintenance. 

It i~ said that in the time of l\Iodji, a rich treasure was found buried 
underneath the ground, on the outskirts of a yillage named Deval. A bard 
has written the following couplet on that strange discO\'cry:-~ 

•. Devin on the banks of the Dodi 
, In the direction of the rising Sun 
, Where facing stand two Khijadas 
, There the treasure in abundance found. ' 

On the death of Modji, his uncle, Pachanji, the thirteenth son of 
Bamaniyoji, ascended the gctdi. No imp,)ftant event is recorded to have 
happened during his reign. He had three sons, Kaloji, Sujoji and Sagmrhji, 
of whom the eldest, Kah~i succeeded his father on the gad i of Dhrol, while 
appanages were granted to Sujoji and Sagramji. 

Kaloji was a brave warrior who ea.rned a fair repnt.-'ltion for his 
valour. He measured his strength with t h" Kathi. in a well cuntested 
battle, near Sartaupur Khokhari. The site of the battle field still goes by 

the name of 'Kaladhar.' Kaloji left bohind him seven sons, Sangoji, Bhilllji, 
Junoji, Jayasinhji, Meghji, Hothiji and Punjoji, of whom Sangoji ascended 
the gadi, while the other sons were prO\'ided with gim.,. When Naw.nagar 
was invaded by a Mahomedan arm)', Sang,~i 'went to the sUCCOllr of the 
J am, and in the scuflle lost his life. As he had no issue, the right of suc­
cession devolved upon his younger brother, Bhimji, who, howC'yer, remained 
contented with his jagir of Khirsara ami 12 other villages. His younger 
brother Junoji, therefore, assumed the reins of government in his hanrls . 

• The Glljarati couplet i~ as follows:-
, Dodi Kti.nthe Devl{~ UgamaDe Darlr.l.r 
, :-:(ltU ~;J,me he Khljada, ty{1,U dbanoo D&hi 1'&:-. 
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During J unoji's regime Kutch was visited by a dire famine awl Ol<\llY of the 
distressed Ryots leaving their hereditary homes .,ld hbldings, proceeded to 
Kathiawad. Junoji very gent·rously supplied them with food and dwell­
ing within his dominions. 

Jam Ranmalji of Nawanagar hau marrieu the <laughter of one of the 
Blwyud8 of the chief of Jodhpur. This lady had obtained such a complete 
sway over her lord that thruugh her influence the sole management ()f the 
State had been entrusted to her brother Govardhansinh Rathod. The 
Premier had, with the co-operation of his sister, reduced the Jam to the 
condition of a mere Statc,p:·isoner. She with the help of her brother cland­
e.tinely introduced a new·born babe into the seraglio and declared that 
she had given birth to a son. whom she ga"e the name of Lakhoji. When 
Jam Ranmalji died in 1661. the personal attendants of the late Jam ex­
plained the whole state of aflairs to his brother. Rayasinhji. and set him up 
as rightful heir to the throne of Nawanagar. On the day that the obsequies 
in honour of the departed soul of the late Jam were celebrated at Nagar, the 
wily Govardhan did not allow the Jam's B/wyads to enter the town. He 
was with much ado pl'evi.\ilcd up,)n to grant admissinn to the nearest of the 
Bhayad... Colonel Walker in his Report on Halar says: 'Shortly after they 
had assembled together at Nawanagar. Junoji. the chief of Dhrol, also arrived 
on ~he spot. 'Vhile sitting in a private audiance with GO\-ardhansinh, he 
drew out li'om his waist a sharp dagger and despatched the unpopular 
Minister on the spot.' He further on says' that the sister of the murdered 
Rathod went with her infant child first to Malek Eoha and thence to the 
Muslim Suba at Ahnwdahad for protection, but none of them gMe her any 
succour. 

Jlllwji had three sons, Khctoji, )Iulllji and )Iodji. On the death of 
Junoji, his eldest ~on> Khetnji, ::;u('cccded him, while his flther sons were well 
provided for. 

~ 0 event wOl'thy of record occurred during Khctoji'H time. After hi~ 
death, his eldest son, Kaloji II. ascended the [ladi, while appanages were 
granted to Waghji and Makanji. Kaloji II. was killed by Dangra Bhay"d, 
and as he had no issue. his brother, Waghji. inherited the patrimony of Dhrol. 
He was a very daring and valiant prince. Once the ~I"haraja of Jodhpur 
was pruceeding on a pilgrim:lge to the holy shrine of Dwarka, and on the 
way. he halted on the precincts of Dhro!' His attendants entering the 
town began to haras .. ':i t.he PQQl' illhabitant~. They all went to \Vaghji, 
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awl com1l1aillcJ uf the many har<lihip~ thi~y Wl'I'(' tiuffcl'illg at the hallll~ 
of the Jodhpur people. He at the head of his army marched towards the 
encampment of the .Ma.hara.ja. A scuffle ell~ued between the two parties, 
in which the Jodhpur men were defeated. \Vaghji cut the tail of one 
of the }hharaja's elephants, and can'ied the animal to his own stable. It 
wa.~. howe\rer, restored to the ~Iaharaja after much entreaty. l1he Maharaja 
of Jodhpur, instead of proceeding further on to Dwarka, rl'turned to his 
capital. From that date origina.ted the p0plllnr adage in Gnjarat, " Atheya 
Dwarka." (Here is Dwarka). 

Haloji was reigning at Gondal about the middle of the 18th century. 
One of his feurlatories, Hothiji, (perhaps the chief of Kotda-Sangani), was 
moving about in Kathiawad at the head of a large army. Once while 
Waghji was lying encamped near ~litana, attended by sixty of his best 
horsemen, Hothiji of Gondal pa.ssed by him wi~h his drum beating before 
him. Waghji sent him a word to stop beating the drum, bnt Hothiji heeded 
him not. A battle took place between the followers of these two chivalrous 

Rajputs, in whieh many li,·cs were lost. A bard thns speaks of the 
occmilon:-

• 'Hala warn your Hothi 
, Else Gondalgarh shall fall ; 
, Rouse not a sleeping snake 
, Or Waghdo shall your enemy be.' 

Waghji 'pent the whole of his life in bloody warfarc, and is said to 
h",·e reigned for 80 years. He harl seven sons, Jayasinhji, Mcghji, Raolji, 
Khimoji, Amroji, Tejoji and Agoji. 

Waghji was after his death sneceeded by his eMest son. Jayasinhji, 
while ja,qi,.,. were bestowed upon the other princes. J"yasinhji was 
generally known by the name of Dadabhai. He forcibly resumed the estate 
of Khirsara from the hands of his uncle, Bhimji, ill 1760, but snbsequently 

, rest{lred it to him. 

Jayasinhji was succeeded by his son, Junoji II., who dying immediately 
after, was succeeded by his eldest son, Nathoji. He had other sons, 
~Ianoji and Satoji, who were also well provided for. N athoji <lied leaving 
behind him two sons, Modji and Hothiji. The elder, Modji, ascended the 

• The ~njarati couplet mOB tbu~:-

'Bal{l. Hothi De vaf, Gadb j3.~be Gondal tano' 
. Suto H\p m ajagad, veri tbAsbe Wll.ghdo.' 
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!J"'/( '" j!jd", \\hilc Ilolhiji r~'Cei\'ed sc\-crflJ \:iltlg"-' " "L',~:j·b'· 

])l1ring l\Ii)tlji's time Jain'Jast)ji wa~ re~gning al Na,JanJgar. The Jamou!:l 

:l1eheram~h Khawas Wil..., then the mo~t influential personage at the court 

of the Jam. He had grown so tenacious of his IKHver that the p60r Jam 

\ya:o: it nwrp PllPpet in his hand~. Jasoji, to free him:--idf from his 'yolw of 

tyra'uny, applied to the Jadeja chi"f, of Kathiaw",1 for support. lIIodji of 

Dlu.>1. ~Ieher<.1.l11:\nji of R ljkllt, D.tjibhai uf Gl>ntiai ami Ra.mnalji of Khir­
.~~.a. ther,.mpon fuse into an op.!Il·rl!b~lIion ahrn.inst the authority uf l\lL'hera­

Ill;t!! Khaw~ts. This confederai~'y, however strllllg, euuld nut dh:ct the 

didin.!rance of th\~ Jam, nor c~)uld it ill any way wL'aken the jilf111!'IW!' 

"r 1\1 !!l:Jra:nul_ These B:~aY:,tlf e\'entlully su,~ce:JJed in cff<.!ctiJ' 
"'IL.:iliatiun b~~we~n the Jam"and his premier, Meherarn,~n_ 

I 1:. wa~ ats0 in ~L.d.ii·~ tim..! th<.\t JalUi.l.UcLr Fattch j!J.hmuu, the f:J,illou:i 

Yazir uf Kutch, invaded Nawauag...l.r, but he had to go back without gJ.ln­

iug hi.s object. He first marcheu back to Kiumbha.lia awl then to Bhan­

wag, where he po.;teu a' party of hi. troops. He then went by the way 

of Dhrafa, and placing an officer at Dhrul he crossed th~ Rnn. Modj, after 

the Ja.ma.dar's depa.rture drove awa.y his officer from- Dhrol, anil began to 
r'ule \viLh independence. 

Thakore MuJji \vas, aft,er his dea.t.h, sllcct;)eued by BhlllJat.~iuhji. In hi~ 

r~ign. in 180i-8, the Diwan to His Highness the Gaekwad and C"lonel 

Walker, the Re"ident of Barod&, arrived in Halar for the permanent settle­

ment of the tribute annllally paid by the Kathiawad chiefs to the Gaekwa<l. 

The sum to be paid by D"rol was also fixed at that time. B:lupatsiuhji 

applied to Colonel Walker and the Gaekwad for the rcou;npti,," of the 

Sarupadad district, which had been sl'ized Ly the JalU of Xawunagar. 

Sataji, thc brother ofthe reigning Jam, amI the &0 of Kutch "Iso pressed, 

c'ertain claims against the Jam of "X'lwanagar. There were also other 

disputes pending, and the British a1H1 the Gaekwad authurities dt.~sired the 

Jam to amicably settle all these differences, Jam Ja~oji waS deaf to all the 

menaces of the Paramount Power, whereupon the cOlllbineu armies; of the' 

English and' the Ga.ekwad, under the cum manu of Captain Carhac and 

Fattehsinh Rao, marched against Nawanagal', in 1812. J2.1ll .1a!'Pji fur n 

time presented a bold front, but at last he was compelled [0 yield, ami the 

district of SarapauaJ was consequently restored tv Thakore Bhup,tsinbji. 

Jaya;;inhji and Kesharisinhji were the twv suns of Bhupatsillhji, wh~,' 

uying in 1813, \I'll" succecued by hi~ elder sun, Jaya,ihnji II" thcu only 

JUS 
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21 years old. To the younger Kesharisinhji was granted one village in 
appanage, but he dying soon after without issue, his village lapsed to the 
Dhrol "state. 

Jayasinhji II. was born in the year 1824 (in the month of Kartik 
Sam", .. t 188l.) He ruled for a long period, during which by his tact an,l 
wisdom he was ahle to preserve peace throughout his Sta.te. Himself a good 
scholar, he a.lways patronized. men of letters. 'Nhen Halar was visited by 
a dreadful famine in 1878 ( Samvat year 1934 ), he saved the lives of many 
an indigent people by "npplying them with provisions: He embellished 
the town of Dhrol by building a wall round it, and erecting a fine palace 
within the interior walls. He also spent large sums of money in construct­
ing roads. gardens, Dharmshalas ( travellers' inns ), reservoirs and other 
works of public utility. Jayasinhji was one of those model princes, who 
administered justice evenly among his subjects. The late Jam Shri Vibhaji, 
K. C. S. 1., who is considered to be the head of the Jadeja chiefs of Kathia­
wad, was always on very friendly terms :-vith Jayasinhji II. of Dhrol. 

Jayasinhji breathed his last in 1886, (in the month (}f Ashwin Barnv'at 

1942). He was succeeded by his son, Harisinhji, who is the present 
Thakore of Dhrol. He received a sanad or adoption in 1890. 

Harisinhji has two sons, Daulatsinhji and Samatsinhji, both of whom 
'have been educated at the Rajkot Rajktlm~r College. 

The Thakore Saheb of Dhrol, as a second Class Chief in Kathiawad, 
enjoys full oi"il and criminal powers and is entitled to a salute of 9 guns. 

~I -. 

Genealogical tree. 
(1) Hardholji. 

1 ____ _ 

(2) Jaaoji. 
1 

Snen other .. 

1 

1 
(3) Bamaniyoji. 

1 

1 
Karsaoji. 

1 
llamirji. 

1 1 , 
(-t) Bardbolji II. Eleven othera. (6) Plr:hsDji. 

1 I 
I~- 1 , I 

(6) Modji Udayl81Dhji. RanmaJji. 

- ~-'--------------.--------------
I 1 I 

(i) Kai(lji I. SnJoji. ~ag .. alDjL 

1 



I 
(8) S.ngojl. 

I' 
(10) Kb.toj!. 

I 
I 

(11) Kaloji II. 

I 
(13) Jayaoinbji I. 

I 

DHROL. 

I 
'Rbimji. 

(KbiI'l&l'a ) 

I . 
(9) Jnn", I. 

I 
I 

Muluji. 

I . 
(12) W.ghJI. 

! 
I 

Kegbji 
I 

Rao1ji. 

---I 
(U) JUDoji u. 

I 
Four other-. 

I 
Modji. 

I 
Makanji. 

I 
Four others. 

-1------1,1'-------'1 
(16) Natboji. Manoji. Satoji. 

1--_____ --------
I I 

(16) Modji. Hothiji. 

1 ___ --_--.. 

I 
(11) Bhnpatsinhji. 

I 
I 

(18) Joyuinhji IL 
I, ___ ~, 

I 

I 
Daolat8lnhji. 

(The Heir-Apparent.) 

(19) Harisinbji. 
(The present Thakore.) 

I 

I 
Ke.baris.illbji. 

I 
Samahinhji 

Residcnce.-Dhroi. Kathiawad; Bombay Presidency. 

(1!5i ) 
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"'I_ mjle~. P ypuJall llll.-Hl,582. 

j ,,_.\ l·n4c.-4,70,507 rnpees. 

Thi~ St:."1CO i:-i h,',l1nded on the nOl,th by the Knndalikn or R(Jha cr('('k ; 

on the ('a~t, by Hoha., ~Iangaon ann )fahad i!l.Kolaba ; on the snuth, by the 
Hartkilt er('('k: and Illl tIl(' west, by t hr> A r:1 hi~n Rt,ft. 

The nflm~ of Jnnjirn. 01' ZiZf'l".t 1]'-, I ".Iie of thl' (ljd ~\ra.b ll.ld,; 

with Tndia before the Christian era. Its rulers are Sidi., who arc supposed 
migrated to Westeru In,lia abollt the middle of the 15th centllry. 

At lh,.L time it wa,'" consid(~rcd a. fi1.shio!,! to import into this countl'Y a largp. 
fll1!1lber of' Ab.\!ssinian a.n:) E'lSL Africa!1 slaves. The latter ,,,,pre known a't 

Habshis ( Arab EI Habish ), or ~10rc commonly Sid i., a wonlnse,l as only a 
corrupt form of Saye<l. Though they were originally imported " slave., 
they rose to hig}, positions ?n accouht of t~eir valo~r and faithfulnp.~s. In 
cqurse of time there arose a sf'parate community, which form po its .. lf into 
a sort'of aristocratic re-public and took an urtiw' flnrl :11 thp qrll~~~rl" ... t:I;1I 

followed the waue of ~Iughal supremacy. 

The Sidi, were considered to he the most skilful and daring sailors in 
Western lu,lia. When ~Ialek Ahmud founne,! the Ahmednagar dynasty 
( 1490-150R ) he appointed the Abyssinians '\' captains of the island of 
.fanj,r". At one time Danda-Rajpuri (a town near ,Janjira) forme, I part of 
the ciominions of the powerful Sultans ofUnjamt (H50-15:l0). Thi, place 
,,'as, howC\'er, seized in 1490 by Ahmud !?hah, the founder ofth" Ahrnednagar 
dynasty. He then besieged the island fort of ,Tanjim, which wa, after 
C'onsi,le·rable difficulties taken and its Koli defenders were loaded with heavy 
chains anel thrown into the sea. Ahmud Shah strengthened the fortress and 
(~nt.nlsted it.s commnncl tn a fa,·o).]fi~e Abyssinian slave, name() Yakut. The 

influence of the Guja.rat sovereigns over these parts continued in name till 
l j~O-35. when the greater part of the sea-coa,t near Thana passed into the 

·k of the Portngnese. In 157R, when Akbar eO"'J'rerecl Gnj"Tat, h,' 
J t':!' not to cnnsider Danrlat-R·-tjpnri a~ formln6' p1.rt of Gnj:uat, but 

of Ahmeclnaga.L When the Mughals conquerecl Ahmctlnagar in 1600, they 
~I! 't t' t: 1. ~ I t.heir own governors at Danda-Rajpnri. In 1618 .~n Abyssinian, 

n:l.1II0t} :--:idi Sirnl Khan, Wfl..~ appointe>,l governor. He was succeeded by 
:--iidi Yaknt.( ](i20), and hpJ ill hi<.; tllrn, by ~i(]; \.,,1':\1' ~I'(r'- "'-'\""1. l I, 

known by the epithet of·' Sanak ' i TIlt' Little .) 
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When Ahmeduagar was' finally conquerlOll by the Mughals ill 1630, 

Sidi ATGbar wao;; goverpor of Janjira. The ... o\fmcd,agar-Konkan portion 
was afte.c thi~ conquest made over to the king of Bijapnr. The command of 
the islam] of Janjira was granter! to the leading Abyssinian officer of the 
Bijapudleet, who was also raisen to the rank of Vazir. The first Bijapur 
Vazir ~tll~ Sidi Ambar, who died in lO·k!. He ' ... ·as succeeded by Sidi 
Yusuf, ~vhr) died. in }65.'j, lcctying tiw ("Illl~lln'l,l t" r:lttr·h Khan. 

In 165fl, t.he ramon", Shi\',lji ~"!lL:~ ~~r"ng ,HIll)' to in"auc the Sidi's 
d()minions, but the M;lrathao;; susta.ined a dis1.strollS defeat at the hands of 
Fattch Khan. Shivaji made every endeavour to repair this disadvantage, 
and in 1661 he directed his whole strength ag"inst the Sidi General, whom 
he drove back as ["r as Danda-R,jpuri, which he captured before any 
succour could arrive from Bijapur. He then opened bombardment 
against the walls of Janjira.. but without any effect. F,)r nine succecrling 
)'Cars ( 16G 1-70) Shivaji useo his batteries against Janjira, but with no 
hetter r~slllt. At If"t in 1670, Shivaji directed a vigorous attack on Janjira, 

. but when he fOlln'\ that the fort was impregnable ~gainst all his as"ults, he 
resorted to the sa.fer method of bribin~ over Fatteh Khan to his faction. 
The bol,! but hard-pressed Abyssinian was on the point of yielding to the 
temptation held out to him, when three brave and patriotic Sidis, SarnmJ, 
Kassim and Kheriyat, prevented this treachery. Futteh Khan was loaded 
with chains an,1 the commall'! of the islan,! was entrusted to Samba!. The 
new g,)I'ErllOr appealed for help to the :llughal Viceroy of the Deccan, 
Khan J ehan, who promised to assist him with men and money, The Si,lis, 
seeing that the Bijapnr government were not inclined to help them out of 
the difficulty transferred their fealty from the Sultan of Bijapur to the 
Mugha! Emperor, Aurangzeb change.1 Samba!'s title from Vazir to Yakut 
Khan, amI gave him an assignment of 3,00,000 rupees on the revenues 
of Surat, Sambal being raised to the commaml of the ~Iughal Navy, 
Sidi Kassim was inve.tcd with the command of Janjira amI Sidi Khpriyat 
was made governor of panda.-Rajpuri. 

After Ka.ssim wa~ made- governor of Janjlrfl., he b~gan to Llcvisc 
schemes to re-eon'luer Damb-Rajpuri from the hamh of Shi"aji, In 1671 
during the Hoi; festiml ( 3Iarch) when the )Iarathas were ofl" their gnard, 
he sent a small ddadlment, Hu,ler the commftllll of his brother, Kheriyat, 
to attack the fort by land, while he with a few b,mt, approached from the 
sea. The sally prn~cd sncccs,fnl and after a fearfnl havoc the pIa"" fell 
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into the hands of the Sidis. Kassim followed up his victory by capturing 
six or seven hill-forts, which made Shivaji uneasy at Raigarh. From 1673 
to 170i, the date of Kassim's death, the Sidis were at constant war with 
the Marathas. In 1674, Shivaji reduced the whole coast from Janjira to 
Goa. The command of the Mughal tleet was transferred in 1677 from 
Samhal to Kassim. It was arranged, through the intercession of the 
Bombay Government, that Samba!'s kinsmen detained at Janjira, under 
Kassim's custody, should be restored to him and that he should be 
allowed to retain command of one of the Mughal ships. This did not 
... tisfy Sambal, who suhsequently abandoning the Mahomedan cause, accept­
cd service under Shivaji. 

Kassim became the admiral of both the Mughal and the Sidi tleets and 
sailing from Bombay, began to devastate the whole of the Konkan coast, 
The Maratha admiral tried hard to prevent him, but was defeated and re­
pulsed with a heavy loss. At last Shivaji and the English concluded an 
agreement that the Sidi general should not be allowed to land at 'Bombay 
unless he promised not to ravage the Maratha coast. 

Shivaji died in 1680, and immediately after, Kassim started with his 
"essels to cruise about Danda-Rajpuri. Sailing down the coast, he 
came within sight of Vengurla, but after various fights and engagements, 
he returned to Bombay (1681). Next year Sambhaji sent an army 
under the command of Dadaji Raghunath Deshpande to besiege 
the fortress of Janjira. Later on Sambhaji, in person, joined the army from 
Raigarh, battered the fort for thirty days and finally organised a secret plot 
for its conquest The SidiE, under Kheriyat, gallantly defended the 
fortress, while Kassim destroyed the whole of Sambhaji's tleet. The 
Maratha chief then attempted to fill the channel with stones and boulders, 
but before the work was completed Sambhaji had to run to some.other plaee 
to oppo..e a party of Mughal cavalry. After his departure from Rajpuri his 
general, Dadaji, gave up the project of filling up the channel between 
Janjira and the main land. Dadaji, seeing that Kassim had retired with 

his fleet, made an attack upon the island, but was beaten back with great 
loss. At la.st the Marathas were compelled to give up all hopes of con­
quering the stronghold of Janjira from the sturdy Sid i.. Sidi Khcriyat 
of Janjira died in 1699. His brother, Kassim, did not survive him long. 
On his death, in 1707, the Sidis appointed as his successor Sirul Khan, tlw 
Commander of the fort of Paclamdurg ( Kansa-Kilta ), about two mil",< 
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to north-west of Janjira. In 1 il3, Balaji Vishwanath, the first Peshwa, 
entered into a treaty with Kanoji Angria, the I'irat~ chief of Kolaba, with 
the object of annihilating the power of the Sidi". Their territory was 
invaded, and Sirul Khan compelled to surrender his independence. In 
1732 Bajirao planned an expedition against J anjira, but was forced to 
abandon it. When Sirul Khan began to ravage the districts held by the 
Peshwa, the Marathas entered into a secret treaty with Yakub Khan, a 
converted Koli, who was one of the best of the Sidi officers. He was offered 
several inducements, but the whole scheme fell through, and in the war 
that followed, though the Sidi's fleet was seized at Danda-Rajpuri by the 
united efforts of the Peshwa and Angria, Janjira remained unaffected and 
the Marathas once more withdrew from the field, baffled and crest-fallen. 
In spite of this unsuccessful attempt to scize Janjira, it appeared evident 
that the Sidi's power on the sea was, after Kassim's death, on the decline. 
Their fleet could now no longer cope with the more formidable fleet of the 
Marathas. 

At that time events occurred at Surat, which also considerably weaken­
ed the Sidis' power in that chief centre of their maritime trade. The 
Emperor of Delhi had long before ceased to hold any supremacy over Surat. 
Tegbakht Khan, the ruler of the city, owed much of his success to the as­
sistance received from the English Settlers. They endeavoured to obtain 
from Tegbakht Khan the position and income of the admirals of Surat. At 
first the Moslem seemed anxious to gratify their desire, but when he saw that 
his power was firmly established, he turned round. He could at once perceive 
that solong as the admiral was weak he could appropriate to himself a 
greater portion of hi. revenues, but once the English were entrusted with 
the command of the Beet, he would have to pay them the full stipend. 
Actnated by the.e considerations, he at last refused to grant them the 
command of the fleet. The Sidis were, however, not so weak as Tcgbakht 
Khan had supposed them to be. Disputes arose between the Governor of 
Surat and Masud, the Sidi's Agent, which were finally settled through the 
timely intercession of the English. Tegbakht Khan was forced to pay a 
large amount of subsidy to the Sidi admiral. 

In 173~, Sirul Khan died, leaving behind him three sons. The eldest, 
Abdulla, was murdered by his youngest brother, who usurped the gadi in 
supersession of his elder brother, Rehrman, who was then absent from 
,Janjir.. The cause of Reheman was espoused by that formidable Captain, 
Sidi Yakub Khan, who summonerl \<) his help Shahu. the Raja of SataTa. 
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In' a battle fought between the contending armies. thiJ Sid is were defeated, 
wit.h the loss of their general, and driven as far back as Danda:RAjpuri. 
Janjira was ailSailed from the side of the sea by a Muratha fleet, under 
I1hnaji Angri"" and though the idand was not reduced, the Sidis ac­
knowledged the claims of Sidi Rehcman. The Marathas obtained possession 
lJi~ certain fort.;; togdhor with half tho revenues of the Sidi's dominions. 

RJh~llll.1n was removed from power in 1739 ,anu hit3 brother, Sidi Hasan, \Va.>; 

appointed in his place. He died in 1743, and was succeed"d by Sidi 
Ibra.him Khan. He was f0f a time kept in the bilck ground by one Sayed 
Allana, who usurped the sole power to himself. 

Tegbakht Khan died at Surat in 174il. The English espoused the cause 
of lIia Acllan, who, in 1748, sccured both the governlLlent of the city and 
the comlmnd of the c,,"stle. The Siilis, on the other hand, supported Sala .. r 
Khan and his SOil, Wakhan Khan, who, in 1751, suminoned Damaji Gaek­
wad to their assistance. :Mia Achuu was furced to abandon the governmen t 
of the city and retire to the castle. This was also subsequently seized by the 

I::iidis, under the commaml of Masud. Mia Achan finally retired to Bombay. 
The Englsh made a cammon caus~ with the Peshwa for ousting Safdar Khan 
and Sidi Masud, and sharing the commam] of the city. This alliance 
(Ed not bst long, and the English interests at Surat suffered conO!iderably. 
Sidi Masud, who had grown to be a powerfulruan in Surat, ap;1copriaed 
to himself the entire comnwnd of the city. He died in 1756, and was 
succeeded by his son, Ahmnd Khan; Safdar KhlIIl, the old ally of the Sidis, 
had another' riyal, named Ali Nawaz Khan, who gained the support of the 
Dutch as well a~ of the Sidi.. The now descrted Safdar Kh an adopted as his 
heir one, Farist Khan, and applied fur help to the English, promising to give 
them the cUlllmand of the fleet ifthey succeeded in driving aw~y the Sidis 
from the castle. The English, however, did not accept the tempting offer. 
Safdar Khan died in 1758, and Ali ~awaz Khan assnmed the command of 
the city,. setting aside the claims of Farist Kh,m. Before the cloSe of the 
),eM, Mia Achan, who had been residing at Bombay, returned tu Surat and 
expelling Ali X awaz Khan, established himself in his place. He, however, 
acted only as a lieutenant of the Sidi general, Ahmm!. Great disorder pre­
vailed in Surat and the citizlms petitioned to the English to come to their 
rescue. After aHlture deliberation they determined to make an attempt to 
oust Sidi Ahlllud from the command of the castle and the fleet. 

In the beginning of 1759, the English made a desperate attaeli'on Surat 
both by sea and land. After a strong conflict, the Sidis were comrelleu tu 

• 
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come to terms. It was alTangcd that l\Iia Ach::m should continue to be the 
Governor ufthe city and Farist Khan should bJappointed hi. Deputy. The 
English wetc put in possession of the castle and were allowed the fleet 
sllL:-oidy. The Janjira. government soon recouped their loss of Surat by 

obtaining p<lS,cssian of Jafarabad, on the south CQIlSt of Kathiawad (17.59). 
Sidi Hilal, an officer frolll Janjira, was appointed manager of Jafarabad, under 
the orders of the Janjira government. In 1760, a nlpturc took place between 
the Sidis and the ~[arathas. Ramji Pant, the Maratha general, obtained 
posses~ion of some of the Sidi's territory and besieged the island of Janjirn.. 

The English ran to the Sidi's rescue and saved Janjira from falling into 
the hands of the lIIamtha,. In 1762 Sidi Ibrahim was murdef(~ by hi. 
sIM-e, Yakut, who usurped the chicf.'"ihip, and b(·gan to rule under the title of 

Sidi Yakut Salmi. Abdul Rahim, the rightful heir, sought the assistance 
of the IIIarathas and repaired to the Pesh",a's Court at Poana. At last in 
1772 through the mediation of the English, it was arranged that Abdul 
Rahim should be instated at Danda-Rajpnri and should succeed Yakut 
on his death. Immediately.fter th;s agreement Yakut died and Abdul 
Rahim ruled over Janjira, till his death in 1784, Sidi Jauhar, the comman­
dant of Janjira usurped the gadi on Abdul Rahim's death, setting aside the 
claims of his eldest son, Ab,lnl Rahim Khan alias Balu Mia, The latter 
fled to Poona and hi~ cau:se was strongly advocated by the famous Minister, 
Nana Phadnavis, Jauharappealed to the English to ,ettIe the dispute. RaIn 
~Iia relinquished his claims to Janjira in favour of the Peshwa, who granted , 
him a tract of land near Surat, yielding an annual income of 7 5,000 rupec~. 
which now forms the nati\"e State of :::iachin. The Peshwa was never 

able to establish his powor in Janjira and the State remained independ­
ent. Sidi Jauhar ruled for six years ( 1784-178!J), and was succeeded by 
Sidi Ibrahim. He ruled till 1792, when his slave, Sidi Jumard Khan, 
threw him into prison. Jumanl dying in 1804, Ibrahim was reinstated 

on the yadi and ruled till his death in 1826, At that tilllC the sovereignty 
of the Konkan had been transferred frolll the Pesh wa to the English, 
who, too, did not interfere with the internal affairs of Janjira. Ibhrahim was 

succeeded by Sidi Mahmud. In 1834, the Briti,h Guvernment declared 
Janjira to be subject to the British Sovereignty, In 1848 8;,1; 'hhlllUd 

abdicated the throne in favour of his son, Sidi Ibhrahim Khan. 

During the reign of Ibrahim Khan the affairs at Janjira grew from bad 
to worse, and the English Government were compelled to intervene for the 
safety of the innocent subjects, In 1~ti9, the N.wah w,,,, del'rived of 

100 
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criminal jurisdiction and a British Officer was appuinted to look after 
the affairs of the State. The civil and revenne juri.diction were allowed to 
remain in the hands of the Chief, who was instructed to communica;te with 
the Briti:-;h (:", "-"'" "j "n all important matters and to follow their 
advice. 

When the Nawnb was absent at Bombay, where he had gone to pay 
his respects to H. R H. the Duke of E<liuborough (1870), the infuriated 
amI indignant Sal'dars rose into rebellion and ~eizing the fort of Janjira, 
placed Sidi Ahmurl Khan, the Nawab'. eldest son, Oil the 9"di. The Nawab 
apjJealed to the British Govemment, and a special officer was deputed to 

enquire into the cause of the revolt. That officer reported thn~ though the 
Sardars were exorbitant in their dcmands, they in C'lmmon with the other 
subjects of the Nawah_had itriou~ bTJ'lllmOS for complaint against. the exist~ 
ing governnl<'nt. It was finally decided to reinstate the Nawab to his full 
powers on hi. agreeing to reform the administration and be guided by the 
ad,·ice ~f the Briti,h GOYCrmlll'nt. The Collector of Kalab. wa.' made the 
I'olitical Agent and the Officcr rceiding at Janjim, was (iesignatcd his 
assi~tant. In 1~7:1 after urging theit claims to no purpose, the Sarclars 
o:greed to suhmit tu the Nawab, who treated them with the consideration 
due to their rank. In 1872 the Nawab attended the Darbar held ill Bvm­

bay in honor of the visit of H. E. Lord Northbrook; and in 1875 he went 
to Bombay to pay his homage to H. R. H. the Prince of \VaIRs. In 1877 
the N n.wab on t~e plea of a largf (1eticit in the revenues) was excused 

attendance at the Imperial Assemblag" held at Delhi. 

In September 18i7, serious riots broke out at Janjira between the 
Hindu and the Mahornedan subjects of the Nawab. That year the Hindu 

Ganpati holidays fell during the Ramzan munth and a uispntc arose as to 
the right of the Hindus to play music in front of the Mahomedan mosques. 
The N awab issued an order, which iu effect cancelled aU restrictions on Hindu 
processioIl!:i and their right of playing mu~ic in public streets. The Maho­
m~dans took bitter off'cnce and determined to pre\'cnt the Hindus from 
playing musIC in the public. Between the 10th and the 16th of September, 

,c,'en disturbances broke out rusulting in serious loss of life and properly. 
At last the whule matter Was set right by the annulment of the obnoxious 
ordel', in ~ubstitution whereof, a new order, wa~ issued which satisfied both 
partie:-, The Sa.nlars, once more, urged thpir claims, and their differences 
with th .. Xawab were settlen. ~Ir. Pedder, the Political Agent, was asked 

\.1) report un the then exi!-Sting ... ·4atc of affair~ at Janjira. His report dearly 



.JAXJIRA. ( 8G5 ) 

showed that with the exception of tho,e departments, which were under 
the direct control of the Assistant Political Atent,1 everything else was 
corrupt and rutten. 'Civil justice,' he said. 'was almost a farce; no:~edress 
was given in suits against fl1\'oul'ites of the Nawab. rrhcre wen~ no public 
works, no \vater-works, though \yater·works were much needed, no landing 
places and no roads. The reckless clltting of timber was destroying the 
forests. Finally there wa., no responsible manager and the State officials 

were inefficient and corrupt.' 

On the 28th of January 1879, the Nawab, Sidi Ibrahim Khan, died. 
He left three sons. two by a concubine anti one, Sidi Ahmad Khan,"the 
youngest, by his lawful wife. The party in power installed the eldest as 
Nawab, in spite of the opposition of the Assistant Political Agent. The 
Bombay Government did not recognise this succeso:1ion, and Sidi Ahmud 
Khan was installed as the Naw"b. The young Nawab has received liberal 
education at the Rajkumar College at Raj"ot. During his minority, the 
administration was carried on by a competent K(trbiuLri, under the orders of 
the AssL,tant Political Agent, subject to the direct control of the Political 
Agent. 

The Nawab of Janjira pays no tribnte to the British Government and 
has received no sanG.l.l of adoption. "As regards succession, the eldest son 
does not, as of right, succeed to the throne; but that one among the sons 
who is decided by the Supreme authority in the State to be fittest to 
rule. ". 

The Nawab of Janjira has inferior criminal powers and is entitled to 
a salute of 9 gUllS. 

• Vide Iwperial Gazetteer (If India Vol. VU. P. 14,0. 

---#G#-__ 
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I 
AbduJla. 

I 

'l'HK Hl::\lJ hAJASTHAN. 

{l{'nealogical tree. 

Sambal Yakut Khau. 
I 

Kal;sim Yakut Khan. 
I 

Sirul Khan. 
I 
I I 

Rehelllun. Ha.san. 

I (An usurper.) 
Ibrahim Khan I. 

I 
Yakut (Ibrahim Khan's slave.) 

I 
AbJul Rahim ( brother-in-law of l I l Ibrahim Khan. j 

Jauhar. 
I 

Ibrahim Khan H. 
I 

lIIahmud Khan. 

Ibrahim khan III. 
I 
I I 

lIIahmud Khan Bakohi. 
(iJlegitimate. ) 

One son. 
(illegitimate) 

Ahmud Khan. 
(The present Nawab.) 

Bombay Presidency. Rcsidcncc.-Janjira, Kolaba District; 
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KARm;ri ( Kalahandi. ) 

Area.-3,745 sq. miles. Populat/on.-3J6,2V5. 

Revenue.-1,22,484 rupees. 

·~'his chiefship is bound,,' on the north by the State of Patna: 

\ HGi ) 

on the 
south and east, by the J aipllr estate and the Vizagapatam district in 
Madras; and on the west, by Bindra, Nayagarh and Khariar. 

This principality was subjugated by the Marathas, who levied upon it 
an annual tribute of 5,330 rupees (Nagpur coinage), which was subse­
qucntly reduced by the last Bhonsle chief to 4,500 rupees a year. Directly 
subordinate to this estate is the petty ehiefship of Thuamul, ,~hieh is held 
by the junior branch of the Karond tamily. The Thuamul branch is again 
sub-divided into an elder and a younger branch, the head of the former 
succeeding to the chiefship under the title of Pata Raja, while the head of 
the latter assumes the management of the estate under the title of ,Tata 
Raja. This system of double government lod to constant disputes between 
the Pata and the Tala Rajas. There also existed certain boundary dis­
putes between the chiefs of Karond and J aipur, regarding the district of 
Kasbipur, which formed part of the Thuamul estate. The family disputes 
growing more stu bborn every day, the R~.ia of N agpur decided to separate 
Thuamul from Karond, and entrust its solo management to the Tata Raja. 
This arrangement obtained the confirmation of the Government of India in 
1862. The claims ofJaipur against Kashipur were also disallowed by the 
Supreme authority. This partial separation of interests failed to set at 
rest the family feuds between the Pala and the Tata Rajas. It was at last 
decided to divide the principality of Thuamul between the rival claimants, 
of whom the Tata Raja obtained Kashipm, on his agreeing to contribute 
his share of the tribute. The portion, which fell to the share of the Pata 
Raja, was immediately placed under the jurisdiction of the Karond Chief, 
while that which was allotted to the Tata Raja was for some time allowen. 
to be held by him as an independent jOlJir, but even he was finally, in: 
1869, made a feudatory of the Karond Chief. 

Udit Pralap Deo, the late Chief of Karond, died in 1881, leaving 
behind him an adopted son of the name of Raghu Keshar Deo. LoIrg 
before the date of his adoption, Udit Pratap Deo had adopted one Ram­
bhadra Sai, but in consequence of the misconduct of the yonth, he had 
cancelled his adoption, and made a snbsequent one in favour of Raghll 
Keshar Deo. The claim of the latter was duly recognised by tho Supremc. 
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Go\'ernment, antI he accordingly wn..~ irlst,l.lled on the [fad i. A BertollS 

dispute. however, arose between the rival claimants, rcganiing the right of 
stlcceS"ion, and the Khands, taking advantage of the inten-egnu m prevailing 
at Karond, preferred to the Government of India. nUll1crOl1~ complaints re­
garding the oppression to which they had been subjected. When they saw 
that the Government tllmed a deaf ear to all th~ir outcries, they took the 
law into their own hands and rose into an open rebellion. committing several 
excesses, attended with serious loss of life snd property. The disturbance 
was, however, soon put down with the help of the British troops. The 

Supreme Government, however, appointed one of their own officers as 
Political Agent, to look after the affairs of this estate. He fixed his head­
quarters at Bhawani Patna and carried on the admini~tration of Karond. 
In 1887, that officer having been appointcd as Political Agent for the 
Chhattisgarh Feudatories, Karoml was placcd under the management of a 
Superintendent, acting under the direct control of the above mentioned 
Political Officer. Raghll Keshar Deo was born in 1872, and was edllcated 
at the Rajkllmar College at Jabalpllr. In 1862, a 8""ad of adoption had 
been granted to his adoptive father, Raja Uti it Pratap Deo, and a sub­
sequent 8('''00, conferred on the ruling Chicf of Karond, defined his status 
as a Feudatory prince of the Paramount Power. 

The Chief of Karond bas been granted the right of adoption and 

receives a salute of' 9 guns. 

Genealogical trec. 

Udit Pratap Deo. 
I 

I I 
Ramhhadra ~ai (adopteu.) Raghu Keshar Dco (adopted.) 

f cancelled the adoption on 1 
1. account of his misconduct. J 

(The present Cbief.) 

Residence -Bhawani Patna, Central Provinces; Southern India. 
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KHILCHfPUR. 

Arca.-20-1 sq. miles, Populalion,":"'37,869. 

&\'enue.-2,.'>0,000 rupees. 

( B09 ) 

Xo record uf the ancient history of the State is to be found. But the 
genealogy uf the Bundi amI Kotah Chiefs throws some light on this obscure 
point. Fro)\ll Anal Rai down to thc tim~ Gf Mauek Rai, the Khichis and 
the Hada Chauhan. had bdongeu to the same tinnily. Manek Rai had a 
numeroUs progeny of twenty four sons, from whom the twenty-four Chauhan 
families sprang up. There was one Aje Ra.i among his sons, who founGed 
Khilchipnr Patan. This inciuent marked his de;cendants off as the Khichi 
iu.jl'uts. The SUCCCSSOl'S of Aje Rai were Dule Rai, Gautam Ra;, Ramdatta, 
lIlan Rai, Mllkunu Rai, Somsarji, Lakshmansi, Lal Sinh, Bhomchand Rai, 
Sur Sen, Mohobat Rai, Kandhal Rai, Bhan Rai, Luukaran, Ram Rai, Buult 
Sen, Sundar Sen, K;dyan Rai, Ba.1an Rai, Indra Rai, Sangram R;li, Bamba 
Rai and Jodhaji. Jodhaji was the founuer of Jabul. His successors were 
Hari Sinh, Challnd Rai, Dhnpal Rai, Rarid"bat Rai, Mal Rai, Sang Rai, 
Brehepalji and Geshiji; the last named Chief had two sons; of them, the 
heir apparent, Prince Val' Sinh, wa", one of the gallant generals of Prithu 
Raj of Delhi. A. he fell in a hattie during his father's life time, his 
younger brother, Belmalljuji, ... ,eended the throne. He had one son and two 
daughters; Dewansi, and Mismats Gangabai and Jamnabai. Gangabai was 
married tu Raja Bijal Deo of Dhulargarh. 'fhough they were so closely 
connected, the K,U'bhari., of the two States were bitterly hostile to each 
other. Whcn Dewansi therefore came to his father's throne, he led an 
expedition against Dhulargarh. In t.he sanguinary encounter, Bijal Deo 
and his Karbhari. Gang Das, lost their lives and their followers were ~('a.tter~ 
ed. Gangabai became s"li with the corpse of her dead lord. Dhulargarh 
ha~ since been known as Gagroon, which name continues to the present 
clay. The year 1195 is the probable date of this tragic event. A grant of 
fifty two di,tricts in ~Ialwa was made by Prithu Raj to Dewansi, who 
alternately resided in l\Ialwa. and Gagroon, which was fortified with a 
strong wall all round. In 1206, when Kutub-ud-Din, of the Slave dynasty, 
seized the Delhi throne, Dewansi, in all sincerity, became his faithful Bnd 
devoted \'388al.. The Padshah was highly gl'atified at his demeanour atld 
presl'nted him with " orcs" of honour, the proud dignity of Hazari i. e. 
" Leader of one tho",'an,) " and the splendid banner, named JlI"himamtal. 
Again ill 1210. he recei"cd an imperial s""ad. All this greatly enhanced 
his prestige and power. 
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On the death of Dewan,i, his son, Challn<i Pal, 8ucecefied him on the 
gudi, and he in hi:\ turn, was succeeded by hi:.; brothers, Sang Pal, Vaje Pal 

"I ill,' Vaje Rtj, R"tan Binh and ~bl Sinh; all of them were the va."als of 
the sovereigns of Delhi. Mal Sinh had three sons, who became the heads of 
three distinct families. Jit Sinh was the eldest: to his lot fell G"groon and 
!.Ihow and his allthl)rity wa.s regpected in nine thou "ia.nd \'ill{\ge~. His SllC4 
cessor was Sada..nji, who'ic contelllp.Jca.ry on the thr()n~ of D2lhi wa.s Ala­

nd-Din Khilji. Then Sarwant Sinh and Krodhaji ,",cended the glldi. 
Krudhaji ha<l two sons, the elder of whom was named Bapaji, and the 
younger, Kalyan D,,". Bupaji took for his wife Mismat Sitami,,, Solanki 
princess. He \Va.') said to have a ~trong tum for reJi~on, and he preferred 
the austerc lite of a follower of Rarnanand to the life of worldly pleasures 
and joys. 

On the "hJication of Bapaji, his youngcr brother, Kalyan Das, mounted 
the gndi. His successors were Bhoj Raj and Achal Das. Achal Das has won 
an envied name f,)r his remarkably gallant behaviour during the fights with 
the enemy; for twelve tlays he kept up one enga.gement; on the thirteenth, 
he fell, but his head was found near the gates of Bhamarpol, while his trunk 
lay on the mnks of the Sarvar tank. At both the places shrines were 
erected in commemora.tion of the Uaja. and they are still rcgardeu with 
pious feelings by a large crowd of people. His elder son, Chachak Deo, lied 
to the Ra,na ofL'"tlaipllr, the younger, being one of the victims on the glorious 

field; the third son, Pratap Sinh "li«8 Patal Deo, marched in the direction 
of Gujarat, and having reached Paw"garh in safety, made it his permanent 
home; even today his descendants are to be found there cngrv . .:;sed in 
agricultura.l pursuits, and living on a decent maintenance. The fourth son, 
G,aj Sinh by name, fled to the east and founded Gazi pur. One Bhagwan 
Sinh flourished in his line, who acquired great celebrity by taking part in 
hundreds of bloody actions, and the impression of his dashing valour is still 
as green as ever in the annals of the eastern countries. 

The Rana of Chitod, with whom Chachak Deo had songht protection, 
assigned to him and his son, Dhir Deo, some estates for their maintenance. 
After the la.pse of some time, the Rana put in a word of recommendation 
for Dhir Deo to the Pad"h"h of Man U llgarh , through :vhose favour a 
banner, c.~l1eJ ;l[ahima",tct/, and" dress of honour, consisting of cleven 
clothes, were presented to him and he was restored to the gwli of Gagroon 
anu Mhow. Dhir Deo was succeeded by his son, Veni Das. He ha<l 
1 wo son!5 ; Jatam and Dewji. Jutam, who ~Hccccdcd his fa.thel', died after a. 
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,hort rule. LlIS son, Raya Sal, no\\'b,' 'J the master of Gagroon. At 
the time of Akbar's invasion of Malwa aLadhis f'ncaillpment at Sarangpur, 
he ordered Man Sinh with a small force to reduce Gagroon. The defeat of 
Raya Sal and the capture of Gagroon were thns ensured. The discomfited 
Raja, after some time spent in flight and plunder, appeared before the 
Emperor, who graciously bestowed on him Mhow. After his death, his son, 
Gopal Das. inherited the chiefship; the younger son, Jozar, who is known hy 
the name of Jozar Khan, became a convert to Mahomedallism. Gopal Das 
had three sons, Ishari Sinh, Surat Sinh and Hari Sinh. Ishari Sinh came 
to the throne; Madhu Sinh, hi. successor, had three sons. Indra Bhan, Udaya 
Bhan and Rap Bhan; of these , Indra Bhan, being the eldest, succeeded hi. 
father. In hi. time Reo Ratan of Bundi marched at the head of a small 
force against Mho\\,. Indra Bhan encountered him with his host, but was 
defeated, and his capiLal passed into the possession of his 'lntagonist; thus 
the kingdom of his fore-fathers passed completely and irrevocably out of the 

family. Ratan Sinh, Dhirat Sinh and Jorawar Sinh were the .on, grandson 
and the grc'nt grandson of Indr .. lIhan. Umed Sinh, Pratap Sinh and Lal 
Sinh were ,Le three sons of Jorawar Sinh. Chatar Sinh and Bhopal Sinh 
were the son and grandson of Umed Sinh. Bhopal Sinh, with hi. son, 

Chain Sinh, was killed at Sehore. This event marked the sad termination 
uf the line of Jatam J one Df the two sons of Raja Veni Das. 

To Dewji, the second son of Veni Das, the dist.rict of Chaehani had been 
assigned in jagir. H. flourished contemporaneously with Emperor Ba bar 

of the 111 ughal dynasty. He was succeeded by Man Sinh, who appeared 
in person before Emperor Huma.yun, when he was proceeding against the 

Padshah of Gujarat through Malw... The Emperor presented him with a 

dress of honour. Man Sinh had two sons, Chakra Sen and U gra Sen. The 
elder inherited his father's Raj. He used to stay at Biaora, where he 

was "tt .. cked by Raja VInal. In the struggle, Chakra Sen was slain, and 
Biaora was en ptured by the enemy. The younger brother, U gra Sen, esc .. ped 

to Delhi, where hc accepted service under Akbar. When the Emperor 
set out on an expedition against Asirgarh, he accompanied him. After 
the conquest of Asirgarh, the Emperor was pleased to put him in 

possession of the six districts, Khilchipur, Biaora, Chaehorni, Balanpur, 
Dankiwada and Bhilwada. Thus he acquired the ancient home of hi. fore­
fathers, and the Emperor gave him rich gifts of a .ikka, a poniard and 
a dr .. s of honour. 

110 
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" Ugra Sen survived his rc,hi~:i SQJoJn but for a short time. Hi!:i SOD , 

Waghji, who then ascended the throne was a feudatory in the senice of 
Emperor J ehangir, and marched at the head of several expeditions when so 
directed by the Emperor, He was shm·t!l' after dispossessed of the district 
of Chaehorni by the Rao of Bundi, who attacked him with a lacge army. 
His two sons, Karanji and Nagji, were required by Shah Jahan to proceed 
with an expeditiun that he sent out against Bengal, where their operations 
~xtended over a period of twelve years. On his death, Karanji was recognized 
as the successor on the Khilchipur gadi, whereas the district of Velanpur 
was granted in perpetuity to K agji by the Emperor. The inveterate foe 
of the house, Rao Raja Chatra Sal of Bundi, attacked Velanpur and seized' 
it, after putting Nagji to death. 

Diwan Karanji had two sons, Hathi Sinh and Kishan Sinh, The elder 
succeeded his father. Emperor Shah Jahan sent him rich presents at the 
time of his coronation and made his younger brother, Kishan Sinh, the 
governor of Ranala and Dahela, Diwan Hathi Sinh had a numerous 

progeny of nine sons:- Anop Sinh, Fatteh Sinh, Daulat Sinh, Sardar Sinh, 
Suraj Mal, Bishan Sinh, Prithi Sinh, Jaswant Sinh and Manohar Sinh. 
The representatives of their branches are even at present found either at 
or near Khichipur. 

On the demise of Diwan Hathi Sinh, Anop Sinh, his eldest .on, came 
to the gadi, and his accession received Emperor Aurangzeb's approval, who 
sent to him a rich dress on the occasiun. He had two sons, Fatteh Sinh 

and Himat Sinh. At the time of Fatteh Sinh's accession, the coronation 
gifts were sent by Mahmud Shah, As the star of Peshw" Baji Rao Wa!! then 
in the ascendant, Diwan Fatteh Sinh prude!ltly arrangerl to keep his agent, 
Padam Sinh, in constant attendance upon him. He had three sons, Abhaya 
Sinh, Hindu Sinh and Rill' Sinh, of whom the eldest succeeded his father, His 
Successors were Dip Sinh au] Dllljan Sal; the latter died in 1812, The mother 
and the wife of Dmjall Sal entrusted'the government to Balwant Sinh. 
But one Arnan Sinh put forth his claims to the gad;" by the right of nearer 
relationship, before the Court of the Gwalior Darb"r, who referred the 
dispute to the British Government, His nearer relationship was establish­
ed, but as a. strong pnrty was working again::;t him, it was resolved that 

his son, Sher Sinh, was to be placed on the gaa.;, the sole administration 
to rest with the eldest Queen-Dowager of the late Raj", The Gwalior 
(;CJurt at this time gave up its right of lcv):ing nazarana from the State. 
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Thus Sher Sinh came l ,rone c'a",l it was further resolved that a 
tribute of 13.136 rupees in Briyi';; ~bi\..c was Jo be paid to Sindhia through 
the Political Agent of BhopaL 

Sher Sinh expired on the 27th November 1868. As he left no male 
issue, the right of succession of Amar Sinh, a near relation, was recognized 
and he succeeded the late Raja. He was presented with a 8anad, bestow­
ing on him the hereditary title of 'Ro.u Bahadur' on the 18th April 1873. 
He has several BOns, of whom the elde,t is named L~lji Bhawani Sinh. 

The Chief of Khilchipul' has inferior criminal powers and is entitled 
to a salute of 9 guns. 

Genealogical tree. 

Aje Rai, Dule Rai, Gautam Rai, Ramdatta, Man Rai, Mukund Rai, 
Somsarji, Lakshmansi, Lal Sinh, Bhomchand Rai, Sur Sen, Mohob .. t Rai, 
Kandhal Rai, Bhan Rai, Lunkaran, Ram Rai, Budh Sen, Sundar Sen, Kalyan 
Rai, Balan Rai, lndra Rai, Sangra,,; Rai, Bamha Rai, Jodhaji, liari Sinh, 
Chaund Rai, Dhupal Rai, Raridabat Rai, Mal Rai, Sang Rai, Brehepalji, 
Oeshiji, Belmanjuji, Dewansi, Chaund Pal, Sang Pal, Vaje Pal alias V nje 
Raj, Ratan Sinh, Mal Sinh, Jit Sinh, Sadanji, Sarwant Sinh, and-

Krodbaji. 

I 
I 

Bap.ji. 
I 

X.lyan Du. 

I 
I 

Bhoj Raj. 

I 
Achal Du. 

I • 
I 

Chacbak De .. 

1 __ -

I 
One SOD. 

1 
Pratap Sinh. 

I 
Gaj Slnb, 

I 
Dhir Deo. 

I 
Veui Das. 

I 
I 

Jatam. 

I 
Raya Sal. 

I 

-I 
Dewji.. 

I. 
Han Sillb, 

I 
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I 
Gopal niL 

I 
, 

J()zar Khan. 
(became MllsllmaD.) 

I~-~--I-~I 

l,hari Sinh. Sura.t Sinb. Ban ~inh. 
J ----r 

M'adhu binb. 
I 

I I 
lodr. Bhan. Cdaya ltban. Ray. Bhall. 

I 
I 

Ratan Sinh. 
I 

Dhirat Sinh. 
I 

Jora'ft'ar Sinh. 
I 

I . I 1 
Umed Sinb. Pratap Siob. Lal tiioh. 

1 __ -

I. 
Chatar ~lDh. 

I 
!bopal ~iDb. 

Chain Sinb. 
o 

I . I 
Cbakra Sen. Ugra Sen. 

u 
_____ 1 

1 
:S:aranji. 

I 

I 
'Yaghji. 

I 

I 
Hathi Sinh. 

I 

I 
Nagji. 

I 
Kisban Sinh. 

I r~--I 

Anop Sinh. Fatteb Sinb. Seven others. 
I 

I 
Fatteb Sinb. 

I 

I 
Hima~ Sinh. 

I I I 
Abbaya Sinb. Hindu Sinh. Rnp)iinh. 

I -----1 
Dip Sinh. 

I 
Durjan Sal 

I 
Balwant Sinh. 

1 
Am&n Sinb, 

1 
Sher Sinh. 

I 
Amar Sinh. 

(The present Chief.) 
I 

(LaljilBhawaoi Sinh.) 
( Tbe Hei,",!.ppare.~ ) 

R ... idence.-Khilchipur, Bhopal Agency: Central India. 

--o.oc.--
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LBIBDI 

Area.-":.a sq. miles. Popu~ .. tio~.-48,Ij6. 
Revenue.-2,64,OOO rupee •. 

The State of Limbdi is bounded on the north by Wadh,van, on the 
east, by the Dholka suh-division of the Ahmedabad District, on the south, 
by the Dhandhuka sub·division, and on the west, by Sayl .. and other minor 
States. 

Manguji, the second son of the illustrious Harpaldev, who first esta­
blished the Jhala rule at Patdi (now Dhrangadra), was the founder of the 
principality of Limbdi. Harpaldev had three sons by Shakti or hi. 
Solanki wife, of whom the eldest, Sodhoji, inherited th .. patrimony of Patdi, 
the second, ~ranguji, received the appanage of Jambu and Kundni with 
84 other village·., wb de the third, Shekhdoji, was granted the jagir. of 
Sachana and CI10r Vadodra. The rulers of Limbdi are the descendant. 
of the second son, Manguji. 

)ladhupal alias Munjpal, the eldest son of Manguji, succeeded hi. 
father after his death to the p"ternal estate. He was married to the 
Chndasama princess uf J unagarh, and by her he had one son, named 
Dhaval or Dhamal. After the death of Madhupal, Prince Dhaval ascended 
the gadi. He had malTied the daughter of Vaja Palaji, the chief of Verawal 
Patan; from whom he received in dowry a grant of seven villages. He 
ruled oVer Jambu till 1194, when he was once expelled from the capital by 
the Sultan of Delhi, who invaded his territory. He forthwith proceeded to 
his father-in-law'. court and with his help, conquered forty-one villages on 
the sea-coast. He founded the villag~ of Dhamlej and made it his seat 
of government. After the Mahomedan army had retired, he went back 
to his old capital, Jamhll, but finding it desolate, he returned to Dhamlej, 
leaving a garrison at Jambu and Kundni. It was from him that his 
descendants acquired the distinctive appellation of Dhamlejia Jhsl ... and 
they are still to be found in the villages situa.ted on the sea-coast. 

Dhaval was, after his death, succeeded by Kaluji. He removed hi. 
capital from Dhamlcj to Kundni. After him Dhanrajji, Lakhoji 1., Bhoj­
rajji 1., Karan8inhji, Askaranji 1. and Saghoji 1., successively occupied the 
gadi of Kundni. Though Kundni was their capital they resided for some 
!'ortiou of the year at Jambu. After the death of Saghoji, his successor, 
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Sheshmolji, transferred his seat of government to Jambu. He was after 
his death succeeded by Sarangji, who generally resided at Jasdan, the 

chief town of a Chovisi (district comprising 24 villages) near Kundni. The 
rulers of this house thus alternately fixed their capital at Kundni and 

JnIn.bn. 

Sarallgji was, after his death, mcceeded by Lakhoji II. He made 
both Kundni and Jambu his seats of government, though he resided at 
either of these places according to his convenience. Lakhoji was succeeded 
by Vajerajji, who also followed the example of his father in residing alter­
nately at Jamhu and Kundni. Though Jambu was the ancient capital "f 
hi, 1, ,,.,,nitary estate, he preferred to take up his residence in Kundni. 

Alter the death of Vajerajji his son, Nagji 1., ascended the throne. He 
annexed to his dominions the chorasi pa·ragna, under Shiani. He 
incurred the displeasure of Sultan Ahmud Shah, the King of Gujamt. 
He was, on his death, succeeded by his son, Udebhanji, who re-built the fort 
of Jambu. He was succeeded by Khetoji 1., after whom the g(Uli of Jambu 
was successively occupied by Bhojrajji II., Nagji II., and Khetoji II. This 
Khetoji was a very brave and chivalrous Chief. He was also endued with 
a fair and blooming countenance. In his time, Sardhar was governed by 
Vaghela Rajputs. The fair daughter of the SalTaiya Rao of Bhadli was 
betrothed to Godhaji, the Vaghela chief of Sardhar. The courtiers of Sar­
dhar had gone to Bhadli with a ' sword' to escort the marriage procession 
of this Sarvaiya Princess to Sardhar. On their way the whole marriage 
procession (Dolo) halted on the shady bank of a reservoir, on the outskirts 
of Kundni. Khetoji II. then happened to be enjoying his ride on his horse 
near the same tank. When approaching the tank, his turban accidentally 
fell down and his long and glossy hair streamed down his back on to his 
horse. The bride was watching all this from her chariot, and she WItS 

enamoured at the sight of his fair well-proportioned body, his skill in horse­
manship and his long streaming ringlets. She could not help asking the 
Sardhar maid, who was sitting by h.,1' who that horseman was. Regarding 
this the bards oay. :-

The Vaghela's marriage procession came and alighted at the tank, 
There the handsome Jhala Chieftain, Khetshi, was exercising his 
hor!e; 

The turban fell from Khetshi's head, lind his hair rell down loose. 
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The lady's mind became enamoured of hun, 88 the snake clingeth to 

the sandal-tree.-

The slave girl repfied, , How should I know; what have I to do with 
him l' The bride, however, again asked her, when she replied angrily, , Do 
you wish to rnn away to him that you ~sk about him so l' On her saying 
Ihis, the bride became very angry with her, and peremptorily ordered her to 
enquire who he was. The female attendant was helpless and after making 
enquiries, she told the bride that he was no less a personage than Khetoji 
Makwano ( Jhala is a branch of Makwana). When the bride learnt 
that he was Khetoji, the Chief of Kundni, she sent him a message, begging 
him to take her to his home, as she had fallen in love with him and 
swearing that if he refused her request she would commit suicide and 
thus he would be answerable for her death, and that if he were a true 
Kshatriya he would never refuse her offer. On receiving this message, 
Khetoji went into the town and sent his minister to request the marriage 
party to stay there for the night. They willingly agreed and came to the 
palace. Here the bride was taken to the apartments of Khetoji's women, 
but the rest of the party were allotted a separate lodging. After she had 
partaken of the food, served to her, the bride said to Khetoji ' As you are 
so brave you will not fear to keep me.' The following verses are recited by 
the bards regarding her message to Khetoji :-

'The lady sent her sla.e girl, 
, Listen lIfakwana Kheto, 
• Know yon that I will wed a Jh"la husband, 
• Or else I will immediately give up my life.t 

Khetoji \Va" much perplexed as to how to act and summoned his 
relations and ministers, and told them what had happened. After much 
consideration they replied that as she had come of her own accord, they 
thought it would aot be right to refuse to protect her, especially since 
if she were to commit suicide they would by refusing her protection be 
morally guilty of her death. At the worst there could be but a battle, and 

• The Gujarati rUDS thus:-

Vaghehmi jan svi SllrO'}Var utar!; Tyao Chbogalo jhal Khtltsbi ghodo khela.vs; Khebhi 
shirmoliyo khaso, jaDika chhuta keah Man baiuu mohirabyun jyam chandanane lapeta 
sbesb.a. 

t The Gujamti i~:-Baiye mrlaran m0li[Oli, mn Kbeta Maka.wan; Varun hun Jbala tar 
janaje I Nikc p"lQmr\D chhandu praua. 
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of that they did not fear LOe result. Then the bride was told that Khetoji 
would keep her_ 

So when on the morrOw the company were ready to proceed, the 
bride delayed to join them. After waiting for some time the Sardhar 
maid said that it was no use delay.ing further, as it was clear that she 
intended to li ve with Khetoji. When the men of the party heard thi. 
they were greatly enraged and prepared to fight, but being only a handful 
in number, they were all slain and the slave girl alone escaped alive to 
Sardhar, where she told Godhaji Vaghela of what had happened and how the 
~~~~~~_n~~~~_~~~. 

Godhaji Vaghela vowed revenge and obtaining the aid of the Rao of 
Bhadli, he marched upon Kundni. Khetoji met them in battle and repulsed 
the Sarvaiyas, but was slain while fighting with the Vaghelas (1486.) He 
is .aid (like Mokhdaji Gohel) to have fought, after losing his head, until hi. 
body reached the wall of Kundni. His defeat of the Sarvaiyas is coru­
memorated in the following lines:-

, In the battle-field of Kumlni, 
, Khetoji, the lord of men, was playing, 
, Bh.dli was defeated, 
, The City of the Sarvaiyas· 

After the death of Khetoji, Godhaji Vag-hela conquered Kundni and 
Jasdan and returned to Sardhar. Afterwarrls, ~ahmud Begara, the famoul 
King of Gujarat, is said to have besiegen the forts of Jambu and Shiani. 
He expired in 1486, and was succeeded by his son, Saghoji II. t 

Saghoji II, attended by 500 horse, betook himself to outlawry 
against Godhaji Vaghela, to avenge the death of his father. When he 
found that all his attempts were unsuccessful, he at last took .helter 
in Jhobala, a village of the Bhayads, about ten miles from Limbdi. 
Godhaji Vaghela, on learning this, marched against Jhobala at the 
head of 2000 horse. Saghoji like a desperate Rajput would have opposed 
this overwhelming force, but at last his heart failed him a.nd he retired 
with his followers. Once while Saghoji w:l' encamped at a village, named 
Vejigi .. l, a shepherd of Sardhar saw him thus flying, and he retorted to an­

other Kundni shepherd, named Viso, who ,,-as standing by,'See how your Chief 

• Th~ GU;II.1"Ati i~:-

Kuadll,Die Kanilaos, Khele Kbet narend; Bbadliyen Bhaog.n, Shahr 8arvaiya ~aoe. 
t F(Jr tbit ACcount we nre indtbted to the Bo·ubay G&1!etteer Vol. VIII. pp. 53l-2. 
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is running away before the brave Godha.' Sa~hoji, rhen be came up tv the 
spot, recognised his subject, Visa, who cntrealed hiln to make a halt there 
and become his guest. Saghoji replied that a large army of the Vaghela 
chief was pursuing him and that attended as he was by only a handful oC 
men, he was unable to fight against him. Visa cheered up the drooping 
.pirit. oC his distressed master, by saying that all the 8000 shepherd1fwho 
had then come to that village, would willingly take up arms agains the 
Vaghelas. Saghoji, highly plc .• sed with this assurance, stopped. that 
village. After a few days Godhaji Vaghela, with his 2000 horsemen, arrived 
there, searching for the fugitive Jhala. In the battle that ensued the 
Bharwads (shepherds), who were all armed with swords, matchlocks, bows, 
arrows and other weapon~J fought with singular bm,ycl"}" aga.inst the well­
disciplined Vaghela Rajputs. When the battle was at its highest, Saghoji 
rushed forward at the head of his 500 chosen followers and pierced Gudhaji 
Vaghels to the heart with a lance-thrust. After the death of their leader 
the Vaghela horsemen fled to their native land. 

Now Saghoji directed his attention towards raising the thana, locat­
ed &t Jambu by the Sultan of Ahmedabad. He first invited the thandar 
and his subordinates to entertainments and banquets held in their honor, 
and thus inveigled them into his own clutches. Once when they were all 
enjoying a feast in perfect security, Saghoji and his comrades treacherously 
murdered them to a man. Visa afterwards went to Ahmedabad and 
bribing the minister of the Sultan, obtained afinnan for the resumption 
oC Jambu and Shiani. The Sultan from that day raised his th"na from 
Jambu. Thus by the help and co-operation of the devoted and loyal Viso 
Bharwad (shepherd ), Saghoji was enabled to regain his paternal estate. 

After the death of Saghoji, his ,on, Sodhoji, ascended the fladi at 
Jambu. After him came in succession Askaranji II., Aderaiji t. and Verisal­
ji. The last named prince was after his death succeeded by Askaranji III. 
He removed his seat of government from Jambu to Shiani. Askaranji III. 
was succeeded by Aderajji II. "This Chief was once encamped with 150 
horsemen near the tank of his village of Ghaghretia. It so happened that 
Chandrasinhji of Wadhwan, who was returning to his capital after the con­
quest of Metli, passed ncar Ghaghretia and seeing the shady trees by the 
tank, desired to camp there. He scnt therefore a charan to request Ade­
rajji to move his camp. When the charan had delivered the message, 
Aderajji replied < You go another way, I shall not move from my father'R 
land '. The charan returned and told Chandrasinhji that Aderajji refused 
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to move. The charan then endeavoured to persuade Chandrasinhji to go 
'.ome other way, but he would not consent and rode straight towards the 
camp. Just as Ademjji was preparing for battle, 200 cartmen of Jambu 
came and paid their respects \0 him and asked him why he was sa 
perturbed. He replied, 'Chandrasinhji of Wadhwan is coming at the head 
of 300 horse to fight with me.' The Volwrasof Jambu said,' We have 200 
carts and in each cart are two musketeers.' On hearing this the Thakore 
instructed them to draw up their carts in two lines 80 that Chandrasinhji 
must pass between them, and directed them not to fire until all the horse­
men should be between their lines. They accordingly drew up their carts 
as he had directed, and just then Chandrasinhji's drums gave notice of his 
approach. When be and all hi. mcn had passed in between the lines of 
carts, the cartmen began to fire. Many of the Wadhwan men were killed 
and tbe rest fled to Kerala, whither Adera.iji pursued them. Chandra­
sinhji and a few horsemen escaped to Wadhwan. The bards commemorate 
this battle as follows :-

, The sky was shaken and the Nag * moved, 
, The brave and warlike Ado and Chanda were enraged; 
, The two kings were strong armed like Yam, 
, They two were vcry powerful and of immeasurable strength, 
, Perfect in "ll stratagems and as death to their enemies, 
, The illustrious Jhalas were of such strength as is rarely met. 
, These two strong-handed ones advanced and attacked each other, 
, As they admnced the two ;llals + became furious; 
, The son of Rasangh mucb resembled Ravan, 
, But Ado stood firm like Ram.' 

When these lines were repeated before Chandrasinhji, he WM much 
enraged and he ordered the charan. to leave his territories. They replied 
that they were not to blame as they had warned him not to fight, but he 
had persisted in duing so and thus had suffered defeat. Chandmsinhji, 
however, would not relent 'lnd the dal'fll'!8 betook themselves to Aderajji, 
and requested him to provide for them, and he gave them the village 
of Mithapur. As however the vicinity of Mithapur was covered with dense 
jungle, in which robbers took shelter and wild beasts abounded, the 
charan. came back to Aderajji and asked for a village in sight of his 

• The Sbesb 11 "'9 who 8upporh the earth OD hi, head. 
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pahce. He gaye them therefore the village of Jhjdi, about 4 miles from 
Limbdi,". I 

Aderajji was, after his death, succeeded by Verisalji II. After him came 
Harbhamji I., who removed his capital to Limbdi. Some writers say that 
he conquered Limbdi from the Chudasama Rajputs, while others hold that 
it was first founded by the Jhala Rajputs. He was constantly at war 

with the Kathis, who were his greatest enemies. They repeatedly attack­
ed his territories, under the leadership of the Kathi chiefs of Jasdan and 
Paliad. Once when Harbhamji had proceeded on a pilgrimage to A?nbaji, 
the Kathis, taking advantage of his absence, invested his capital. It was 
bravely defended by the Thakore's younger brother, Amarsinhji, who fell in 
the fight. Harbhamji on hearing this returned to Limbdi immediately 
and avenged his brother's death by defeating and repulsing the Kathis 
from the gates of Limbdi. 

Harbhamji 1. died in 1786 and was succeeded by Harisinhji. It was 
in his reign that Colonel Walker arrived in Kathiawad for the permanent 
.ettlement of tribute, and the amount to be annually paid by Limbdi was 
also then determined (1807-8). 

Harisinhji, dying in 1825, was succeeded by Bhojrajji III. He dying 
in 1837, was succeeded by Harbhamji II., who reigned till 1856. Dying 
on January 8th, he was succeeded by his brother, Fattehsinhji. 

The young prince, J aswantsinhji, became the master of Lim bdi on the 
death of his father, which took place in the month of January 1862. He 
is the present Thakorc Saheb of Limbdi. During his minority the sole 
administration was for a time carried on by his mother. She, however, 
found it difficult to manage the affairs of the State and the British Govern­
ment appointed, in 1867, an assistant to the Political Agent, who conducted 
the administration of Limbdi with marked ability and success. 

Thakore Saheb Jaswantsinhji was educated at the Rajkot Rajkumar 
College. When he attained the age of majority in 1876, he was entrusted 
with the sole management of the State. 

In 1884, Thakore Saheb Jaswantsinhji was appointed a member of 
the Legislative Council of Bombay. In 1887, he went to England, becoming 
a. member of the deputation of the Kathiawad chiefs on the Jubilee occa­
sion. In honour of that event he was decorated with the proud title of 
K. C. I. E. 

• I'id. BOlDb&l Gazelteer Vol, VIII. pp •• 63·i. 
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The Thakore Saheb of Limbdi has been granted the right of adoption 
in 1890, and is entitled to a salute of 9 guns. 

Genealogical tree. 

Manguji, Madhupal,Dhaval, Kaluji, Dhanrajji, Lakhoji I., Bhojrajji I., 
Karansinhji, Askaranji I., Saghoji I., Sheshmalji, Sarangji, Lakhoji II., 
Vajerajji, Nagji I., Udebhanji, Khetoji I., Bhojrajji II., Nagji II., 
Khetoji II., Saghoji II., Sodhoji, Askaranji II., Aderajji I., Verisalji I., 
Askaranji III., Aderajji II., V crisalji II., Harbhamji I., Harisinhji, and.-

Bhojrajji III. 
I 

I 
Harbhamji II. 

I 
Fattehsinhji. 

I 
I 

Jaswantsinhji. 
I 

U medsinhji. 
(The present Thakore Baheb.) 

Residence.-Limbdi, Kathiawad; Bombay Presidency. 

---"".#---
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Area. -400 sq. 

lIIAIHAR. 1 
miles. Popu!ation.-77,438. 

Revenue.-74,000 rupees. 

The State of Maihar is bounded on the north by Nagode; on the east, 
by the State of Rewa; on the south, by the district of Jabalpur; and on 
the west by the State of Ajaigarh. 

The rulers of Maihar belong to the Cutchwah tribe. The name of 
its founder and the date of its foundation are not known, but it is said that 
considerably long before the English acquired a footing in Bundelkhand, 
it owed allegiance to the Bundel .. kings of Panna. Later on the territory 
was granted by the king of Panna to the father of Thakorc Durjan Sinh in 
reward of his good services. Durjan Sinh was recognized as the chief 
of lIIaihar by the British Government in 1806, when the Bundelkhand 
chiefs were placed under British protectorate. 

In 1826, on the death of Durjan Sinh, his sons fell out on the question 
of succession, and were about to resort to arms when the intervention of 
the British Government saved them from the horrors of a eivil war at 
the cost of the integrity of the State. The territory of Maihar fell to the 
lot of Bishan Sinh and that of Bijayaragogarh to Prag Das. The British 
Government confiscated the territory under Eijayaragogarh in 1858, owing to 
the participation of Surju Prashad, the son and successor of Prag Das, in 
the Mutiny of 1857. 

In 1849, it was found out that Bishan Sinh of Maihar was incapable 
to manage his own affairs; the Government thereupon took upon them­
selves the conduct of the administration. In the next year Bishan Sinh 
died. He was succeeded by his son lIIohan Prashad, who only enjoyed a 
short rule of two years. Raghubir Sinh, the present chieftain, succeeded his 
father in 1852. 

For his abolition of transit duties and his non-acceptance of any com­
pensation for land taken up for the construction of Railways, the Queen 
Empress was graciously pleased to bestow on him the dignity of a chief­
ship with a salute of 9 guns in 1877, at the time of Her assumption of th" 
title of "Empress of India." 

The Chief of Maihar bas been granted the privilege of adoption and 
is Olltitlcd to a salute of 9 guns. 

---*0*---
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I 
Bishan Sinh. 

I 

THE HIXD RAJASTHAN. 

Genealogical tree. 

Durjan Sinh. 
I 

I 
Mohan Prashad. 

I 
Raghubir Sinh. 

( The present chief. ) 

I 
Prag Das. 

I 
Surju Pra,had. 

Residence.-Maihar, Bundelkhand; Centrallndia. 
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PALITANA. 

Area,-288 sq, miles, Pop~latiol.-60,848. 
Revenue.-5,OO,OOO rupees. 

Palitana is bOllnded on the north by the territory of Bhavnagar; on 
the east, by Bhavnagar and Ghogha; on the west, by the Gaekwad domi­
nions; while on the south by Undsarvaiya, 

The Thakore Saheb of Palitana is a Gohel Rajput descended from the 
younger branch of the rulers of Bhamagar As mentioned in the annals 
of llhavnagar, Sejakji Gohel migrated from lIIarwad about 1250; and settl­
ing in J unagarh (Sorath ) obtained the protection of the reigning chief 
Bah Mahepo alias Mahipal III. The Rah and his prince Khengarji wel­
comed the stranger with great cordiality, and conferred upon him the 
jagir of Shahpur with 12 villages attached to it, Sejakji gave his 

daughter, Yalam Kunvarba, in marriage to prince Khengarji. He after­
wards with the permission of the Rah founded the village of Sejakpur and 
made it the seat of his independent principality. 

Sejakji had three sons, Ranoji, Shahji and Sarangji, of whom the last 
two being the brothers of Valam Kunvarba of the whole blood were granted 
the jagirs of 24 villages each, known by the names "f Mandvi chovishi and 
Arthila chovish;, 

Sejakji expired in 1290, and was succeeded by his eldest son, Ranoji. 
He transferred his seat, of government to a village, named after him Ranpur, 
The present Thakore Saheb of Bhavnagar is a direct descendant of this 
Chief. The other two princes, who had obtained from the Rah the ap­
panages of Mandvi chovishi and Arthila chavishi, established sepllmte chief­
doms, Shahji made lIIandvi his seat of government, while Sarangji made 
Arthila ( now Lathi ) his capital. 

Shahji became the founder of the Palitana branch. He having settled 
himself at Mandvi, founded a village near" desolate mound of Rah Gariyo, 
and named it Gariadhar, He seized upon the adjoining tracts of land and 
consolidating them into a pretty large Taluka, established himself at 
Gariadhar. 

Shahji was after his death succeeded by Sarjanji. He had two sons, 
Arjanji 1., and Kumbhoji, of whom the elder Arjanji succeeded him to the 
estate of Gariadhar, while the village of Sedardi and Gundi were granted 
to the younger Kumbhoji, Arjanji 1. was after his death succieded by 
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Noghanji 1. Mandvi had then fallen into the hands of a Sidhi adventurer, 
named Umar. Noghanji defeated him and recaptured Mandvi. Kanoji, a 
descendant of Ranoji, the eldest son of the illustrious SejakjI Gohel, who 

was reigning at Ghogha, died in 1420. He was succeeded by Sal'angji. 
An Imperial army was despatched from Ahmedabad to Gohelwad to levy 
tribute from the reigning Chief. The officer commanding the troops 
demanded the tribute from Ramji, the uncle of the young Thakore, who, 

during his minority, was conducting the administration: The Regent 
sent a word to the Moslem General that as there was not sufficient money 
to satisfy his exhorbitant demand, he had better return to Ahmedabad 
with only a portion of the tribute which he tendered, and added that for 
the payment of the remaining portion he was prepared to send his nephew 

Sarangji as a hostage to the Imperial troops. The commander being 
satisfied with the reply retraced his steps to Ahmedabad taking with him 
the young Thakore as his hostage. No sooner had the army departed 
from Gohelwad than Ramji sat upon the gadi and carried on the govern­
ment in his own name. When the news of his uncle's perfidious conduct 
reached the ears of Sarangji at Ahmedab-ad, he contrived to escape from 
the surveillance under which he was kept, and secretly obtaining his 

deliverance he took refuge with the chief of Champaner. He then at the 
head of a large army, supplied to him by his host, marched against his 
uncle Ramji and lay encamped at Umrala. The usurper taken by surprise 

courted the assistance of Noghanji L, the Thakore of Gariadhar, and of 
the Thakore of Lathi, promising them a reward of 12 villages each. 
Sarangji, when he heard this, called both these chiefs to Umrala and 
appealing to their sense of justice and fair play promised them the same 
grant if they lent their support to him. The two chiefs, convinced of the 
rightful claim of Sarangji, readily espoused his cause. Ramji deprived 
of all assistance fell at the feet of his nephew, and without the least 

resistance resigned in his favour all the regal authority. Sarangji thence­
forward transferred his seat of government from Gogha to U mrala. He 
in the fulfilment of his promise conferred upon Noghanji 1. the 12 village. 
under Trapaj, while he gave to the Thakore of Lathi the 12 villages under 

Valukad. The acquisition of these 12 villages by Noghanji I. increased to 
that extent the territory of Gariadhar. 

After the death of N oghanji I., the gadi of Gariadhar was occupied by 
Bharoji"Ee.noji, Shavoji, Hadoji and Kandhnji I. in succession. 



~~~7, 

While Kandhoji was reigning at Garip.dharl in 70, ~~ 'r/dBi'l;.l 
Umrala Was occupied by Visoji. A contest :lrose lJetwee ellW~ 
the Janis, a sect of the AHdicha Brahman holders of Sihor, o,\1'!!iFk~ 
difference on u very trifling point; and the Ranas called Kalldhoji, while the 
Janis summoned Visoji to their help. The Chief of Gariadhar had a large 
following, but as Visoji made .. sudden attack upon Sihor, Kandhoji had no 
ot.her alternative but to return to his capital. Visoji took possession of 

Sihol' and removed his seat of government from Umrala to that place. 

Kandhoji I. was, aftcr his demise, succeeded by Noghanji II. Contem­
poraneously with him, in the beginning of the 17th century, Dhunoji, the 
son of Visoji, ,vas reigning at Sil10r. Lorna Khuman. the Kathi chief of 
Kherdi, was an inveterate foe of Nughanji II. The Khum~n in 1619 
drove away the prince from Gariadhar and obtained possession of the 
capital. N oghanji II. applied to Dhunoji of Sihor for assistance. While 
Dhunoji was making preparations to proceed to the succour of Noghanji 
II., the Kathis fell upon him all of a sudden, and a battle took place neRr 
Yelawadar, in which DhuDoji was slain. Ratanji, Harbhamji and Akherajji 
successively occupied the Sihor gadi, after the death ofDhanoji. Akherajji 
assumed the rcins of government in the year 1622. Noghanji II. obtained 
his aid, and their combined forces marched upon Gariarlhar, and in the 
yery first encounter dcfeated the Knthis. Gariadbar thus fell once more 
into the hands of N oghanji II. They werc, however, reconciled "'ith 
Lomu KlllllDan, to whom was granted the village of Ranigam. 

N oghan}i II. was succeeded by Arjanji II, after whom came KanJhuji 
II., who was followed by Shavoji II. The la,t named Thakore drew upon 
himself the enmity of Khuman Kumma, who occ"o;onally plundered and laid 
waste some portion of his territory. At last the contending armies met 
near Khara and a battle was fought in which Shavoji II. was killed_ 

Shavoji II. was succeeJed by his son, Sartanji I. After him Gariadhar 
was successively govemed by Kandhoji III., Prat.hirojji, N ogh"nji III. and 
Sartanji II. Alubhai, one of the Bhayads of Sartanji II., treacherously put 
him to a cruel death, near Palitana in 1766, and usurped the [Jadi. Sart.1.n­
ji II. had a brother named Unadji, who obtaining the help of Odhn !Chuman 
of Ansodar, drove away Alubhai and sat upon the throne. The Bardi, 
legend is that Odha Khuman killed Alubhai and with his own hamh 
seated 1] nadji on the ,qadi. Whatever it might have bt .. ~('n, this mnch 
h,)\yc·\',,-)l' l~ certain that Odha alway!:; k('pt lTnadji uuder his control and 
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thought of appropriating, the gadi to him.df, but in the meantime t'nadji 
l!Iucceeded in turning the Khuman out of the capital. 

When l'nadji was reigning at Palitana, the neighbouring st&te of 
Bhavoagar was governed hy Wakhatsinhji. Unadji devoted all his energy 
and ut,tention to the mat.rrial dc\OeIopment of his principality, with­
out taking any part in the internal warfare, that was then raging in the 
pl'uVlllce. He collected a large and well disciplined army, and with that 
he thought of seizing upon Sihor, fmm which place his ancestor, Kandhoji, 

had to return baflled and defeated. The Khuman Kathis, who had gone 
into outlawry against Bh;lvnagar, \vete lying concealed in the Gir forest, 
and 1: nadji hit upon the plan of calling them to his sUccour to wreak their 
vengeance upon Wakhatsillhji. The Kathi insurgents readily rallied round 
his standard and a h.nge mass of a WRTlikc rape, reducjng Tana on their 
wa)', marched directly "pon Siho!'. Wakhatsinhji was soon apprised of 

the dreadful invasion, ',nd ne, at the head of his army, reached Sihor before 
the €nemy could arrive at the scene of aLtion. Unudji at the head of 
the Kathi horse and other infantry proceeded towards Tana, but he was 
called back to join prince Kanddhoji, who met with certain ill omens. The 

troops. howc\'er, marched forward without the leader, and on their way 
encountered a party of men, 8Wt by \\' akh,tsinhji, under the command 
of a Gir,e<ia cnief, named R.pmalji. In the skirmi'\l, a Kath; leader fell 
dead on the grmmd and t he other Kathis leapt from theil' horses t" secure 
the dead body. Rapmalji's men, taking advantage of this confusion, fell 

"pun the dispersed Kathis and in the struggle seveTal of them lost their 
lives, while others esc~pf(l. They ago-in bid themselves in the Gil' forest, 
but on their way thither, thl:ir }eadel', Mulu Khuman_ was sl&in. The )padcr­
ship then de,olved upon Hnh Khuman, who, taking Miranji Dhandhnkia 
in his ~€'rvice, pillaged the village of L,lga!n under Umrala. Miranji 
was, howcver, slain and hi:; corpse was borne away by the bra.ve Kathis. 

The Kat,his this time, too, beat a precipitate retreat uod took shelter in the 
adjacent hills of Salimal. The Vanani Gira,ia~, who we"e the Blwyads of 
Palitana. clandestinely kilt th,·ir help to the Chief of Bhal'l1agar, which 
eircnnl!:;t.ance roused the anger of Unadji J whu indeed the Kathis to lay 

waste their t<-rTitory. They were exceedingly har",ed by the,e Kothi out­

btw~, whereupon "·akhat:-:.inhji took the hi all under his protection, and 
plll<=ed small C0tlti ngr'!" '1' .T '1 1, :1\'; \ 111 hln. and Bajufla, to prevent all furt her 
II,' • I, _) ,! j. ,TI 
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When Shiv"ram Gardi arrived in Gohelwad, ill 1795, to collect tb. , 
outstanding tribute due to the Gaekwad, Wakhatsihhji, the reigning Chief, 
presented him a bold front. Unadji, taking advantage of this diversion, 
marched upo::! Sihor, accompanied by Hala Khuman ; but they were both 
repulsed by Pathabhai, commanding the Sihor garrison. Unadji then 
repaired to the camp of Shivaram Gardi and exhorted him to lay siege t() 
Sihor. Wakhatsinh,ii on learning this marched upon Palitana, taking 
with him several guns, but Unadji so valiantly protected the citadel 
against the besieging army that Wnkhatsinhji was compelled to fly to his 
dominions. The Bhavnagar Chief with all his strength could not succeed 
against Palitana, though he overran Gariadhor and the surrounding district. 
A very strong spirit of rivalry continued to exist between Wakhatsinhji 
and Unanji, when they were at last reconciled by the friendly interces.ion 
of Kumbhoji, the Thakore of Gondal. who was related to Wakhatsinhji by 
ties of matrimony. 

Wakhatsinhji had rendered desolate the whole district of Gal'iadhar and 
it yielded no revenue that year. The State of Palitana was steeped in 
heavy debt from which it w:t3 partially saved by the pecuniary help render­
ed to Unadji by Wakhatchand Khushalchand, the Nagar Sheth of Ahmed­
abad. This Jain merchant was greatly interested in the security of Palitana 
where their sacred hill of Shatrunjaya stands, and he, therefore, lent large 
Bums of money to the bankrupt Thakore. 

Colonel WalkoI', who arrived in Kathiawad in the year 1807, when 
Unadji was reigning at Palitana, to perroanently fix the amount of the 
tribute to be paid by the different chiefs to the Gaekwad, thus speaks of 
Palitana in his Report :-' The Thakore of Palitana has been obliged, 
owing to his extravagant expenditure and unwise policy, to mortgage 
many of his villages; ,..,.hile the rest have been snatched away from him 
by his infuriated foes. There is a Gaekwadi thana at Ganadhar, by which 
order is restored throughout the land.' 

In 1820 Unadji died and was succeeded by his son, Kandhoji IV. 
The Khumans had at this time gone into outlawry against the Thakore 
of Bhavnagar. Jogidas Khuman once collected a large army, calling to hi. 
help the other Khumans as well as Oghad Vala, who was an outlaw 
against the State of Junagarh. They all went in a body to Palitana, 
where Kandhoji IV. received them kindly and assisted them with men and 
mone~', 
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III 1;');,)0 :":liLlla] Khasia, the ~ul1 lOt ,~:llj ... i.tL h.lla;::,la vi _\hlillllr, plundered 

tho saored Jain temples on the top of the Shatrnnjaya hill, in the company 
of some free-booters and gangs of robbers. Kandhoji IV. at once reported 
this matter to Mr. Blain, the then Political Agent of Kathiawad. The 
British Officer sellt" Muml ( a party of mon) to the Bhavnn.gar Darbar, 
peremptorily ordering him to apprehend the culprit and pay compensation 
to tho party injured. At last Sadul was arrested in the village of Motha in 
the Und Paraana, under the Junagarh territory; he was ultimately sent­
enced by the Political Agent to undergo rigorous imprisonment for 10 years 
and 'Ya'- !"I '!' 1"'"'- ,{ to, t~]" (·.-·~'tral jail at Ahmedabad. 

KaUdH\~1 1 \. (HUl [,I j,')-to. He .strained not a ncr-rc to liquidate the 
enormous debt in which the State was plunged. He was succeeded by hi8 
son, Noghanji IV. In 1821 the whole of the revenue of Palitana had boen 
farmed to Sheth Wakhatchand,in consideration of the enormous debt due to 
him. Sueh a ~tate of things continued till 1831, when the farm was renewed 
to Wakhatchand'sson, Hemehand, under Govemment guarantee. Noghanji 
does not appear to have been gifted with !,'J"eater abilities than his father; 
besides that, he created many enemies, and the State would have continued 
to reumin enl.barrassed had not the wiser counsels of his son, Pratapsinhji, 
who mostly conducted the state affairs, prcyailed. The young prince was 
endowed with greater wi£dom and foresight. He at once perceived that 
the most important thing to be done was to free the State from the grip of 
the .Tain merchant and payoff the whole debt. Redirected all his energies 
to this end, and by his noble and patriotic attempt the State of Palilana 
was freed from all debt in 1844. He subsequently endeavoured to replenish 
the treasury and enrich the province. 

Noghanji IV. died in lR60, and was succeeded by his son, Pratapsinhji. 
He worked for the amelioration of the condition of his subjects with the 
""me assiduity as he had done before when he was merely all heir-apparent 
during his father's life-lilne. Pratapsinhji, however, did not live long to 
realize the many expectations formed of him, for he was cut off in that very 
year (1860)in which he ascended the gadi. On the death of Pratapsinhji, 
his son, Sursinhji, who was then only a youth of senmteen years, succeeded 
to the throne. He strove very hard to make Palitana flourishing and 
prosperous and it was mainly through his exertions that the treasury 
had become fnll. He Was exceedingly fond of breeding good horses anJ 
dcyoted bis time to manly pUf'"it<. Su"'inhji dicel at Poona in lRq, 11' 
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son was not present by hi.':! bt·d-side \ ... ,-hen he breathed hIs last at Poona, 
so his attendants telegraphed to the prind> and lummoned him thither. 
The intelligence of Sursillhji's death \Va> also wired to the Political Agent. 

The British officer at once took Palitana uncier his immediate supervision. 
and the government was entrusted to the eldest prince, Man.sinhji. He is 
the present ruler of Palitana. The Thakore Saheh is enduwed with good 
polished manners and belongs to the class of our present adva.nced rulers. 
He has received instruction in English and Gujnrati. He has a younger 
brother, named Samatsinhji, who has also ,tudied both English and Gujarati. 
He is now residing for the greater portion of the year at Hombay and takes 
1\ leading part in all the important mo,ements in the capital town of the 
Western Presidency. 

Genealogical tree. 

Shahji, Saljallji Aljanji, N oghanji I., Bharoji, Banoji. Shavoji, Hadoji 1., 
Kandhoji I., Noghanji II., Aljanji II., Kandh(~i II., Shavoji II., Sartanji I., 
Khandhoji III., Prithirajji Xoghanji. III., Sartanji II., Unadji, Kan­
dhoji IV., Noghanji IV., Pratapsinhji, and.-

Sursinhji. 
I 

I 
lIIansinhji. 

I 
Samatsinhji. 

(The present Thakore Saheb.) 

Residcnce.-Palitana, Kathiawad ; Bombay Presidency. 

~,---
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RAJKOT. 

Area.-281 sq. miles. Population.-49,939. 

Revenue.-29.000 rupees. 

R>jbt is b.)un:bl on the north by the Native States of Dhrol and 
Wanhner, and the T"luka of Gwrid"d; on the south, by the territory of 
Gondal and other minor Talukas; on the cast, by the Talukas held by 
Kathi chiefs; and on the west, by the Xative States of Dhrol and Nawa­
nagar and a few minor Talukas in Halar. 

The Thakore Saheb of Rajkot is a Jadeja Rajput and a descendant of 

the main-stock of the Jam of N awanagar. Vibhoji was the founder of thi. 
chiefdom. Jam Sataji, who ruled at Xawanagar till 1608, died leaving 
behind him three sons, Ajoji, Jasoji and Vibhoji, of whom Vibhoji was the 

youngest. The eldest Ajoji was slain in the battle of Dhrol, leaving 
behind him two sons, Lakhoji and Vibhoji. Setting aside the claim of Lakhoji 
to the Nnwanagar throne, his uncle, Jasoji, usurped the grtrli and bestowed 
upon his younger brother, Vibhoji, the stronghold of Kalawad with 12 
other villages. It is said that there were at that time as many as 700 
villages under Sardhar ruled over by a Rljput chief of the Vaghela 
tribe. Vibboji besought the assistance of his brother, Jam Jasoji, in con­
quering that district from the V3ghela chief. Vibhoji in return restored 
to the Jam his estate of Kalawad. Sardhar, which then occupied so 
prominent a po,ition, is now a village under Rajkot. The maternal home 
of Vibhoji was in Sardhar, while he himSelf was also married to a daughter 
of the Sardhar chief. Vibhoji is said to have stayed during his childhood 
in the village of Chibhda under Sardhar with his mother. The Vaghela 
chief of Sardhar, who was at that time considered very powerful, had 
conquered all the territory to the south of Gondal from the hands of 

Chudasama Rajputs. 

Vibhoji made a common cause with the then ~Iughal Suba of Guja,.,.t, 
Prince Shah Jahan, whom he once put up to attack the territory of Sardhar. 
He also joined the Imperial troops and 8ardhar fell into their hands. 

Colonel Walker in his Official Report on Halar writes that the Vaghela 
chiefs of Sardhar had rendered themselves unpopular by their constant 
predatory excursions on the ncighb.curing villages. Vihhoji undertook to 
extirpate the whole race and obtained the sanction of the Mllghal 8ub& at 
A.hmedabad to adopt any means to carry out that purpose. There was no 
un@' fort,h('oming to assl!5t thf> YRgheb chiefft RgRin~r tljP mArhinationl of 
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Vibhuji. After settling everything with the Moslev> Suba, Vibhoji return­
ed to his place of residence and begun to devise sch~me. for the destruction 
of the Vaghelas. With a view to carry out his hideout project, he invite.} 
the Vaghela chief and hi.s relations to a banquet at hi~ own house at 
Chibhda and when they arrived there, they wele treacherously murdered, 
while they were still enjoyin/! the entertainment. 

Vibhoji then seized upon Sardhar, where the Mughal Sub" placed a 
thandcu' of his own. Vibhoji also took up his residence at Sardbar, 
though he was obliged to stay there under the eye of the )Ioslem thrumar, 
Vibhoji, howeyer, on account of his rare intelligence p.nd courage succeed. 
ed in obtaininin/! great influence o'er the tha"dar, The Kathis overran the 
eastern part of the territory conquered by Yibhoji and the Suba from the 
Vaghela chief. Vibhoji, however, by dint of hard labour and prompti­
tude prevented them from taking possession of the western territory. 
He, for this signal service, received from the Mughal Emperor the 
grant of the villages of Ardoi, Rib, Ribda, Kalipat and one or two other 
villages. Vibhoji died in the year 1635, and was succeeded by his son, 
Meheramanji 1. He was also obliged to remain at Sardhar under the direct 
control of the 1Iiahomedan thandar. 'L'he Kathis were still laying waste the 
villages under the direct control of the Mahomedan thandar. They were 
also overrunning the villages under Dholka and D~landh:Ika. and were often 
harassing the fou,zda'J~ of that district. AZ:lm Khan. the Sub:! of Gujarat, 
thereupon marched against them at the head of a large army in 1640. 
Meheramanji and the thandar of Sardhar also took part in the campaign. 
They made themselves conspicuous by according to the Suba their cordial 
.upport in subduing the rebellious Kathis. Their services were rewarded by 
grant of several villages. 

Meheramanji had married the daughter of the Chudasama Oims; .. oC 
Gondal, while his other wife was the daughter of some other Rajput chief. 
His eldest son, Sahebji, was born of the other Rani, while the Gondal Rani 
had also a son, named Kumbh,)ji. The mother of S:lhebji had died leaving 
him a mere infant. Meheramanji was completely under the control of the 
Gondal Rani, who was uncommonly harsh in her treatment towards the 

infant heir-apparent. Afraid of his step-root her's wicked intentions, he 
fled to Xawanagar, but retnrned to Sardhar before the death of his father, 
Meheramanji, which t00k place about the year 1650. He succeeded to the 
thrnne through the support of the Mussalman th(u~d(J.J· of Sa,rrlhnr . 

• 
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On the aece~ion of Sahchji, Kurnbhtlji fleu to his maternal home a5 
Gondal allli drove away hi, uncle who escaper! to Rilxl". Sahobji took up 
hi, abode at Sardhar. When Kutab-ud-Din Peshgi, the jouzd,,,' of Sorath, 
invaded Nawanagar in 1664 at the IH:ad of a large army, Sahebji wcnt 
to his assistance. Sahebji and his brother, Knmbhnji, liycd on hostile terms 
with each other but a reconciliation was brought about between them 
through the friendly intercession of Kutab-ud-Din. Meheraman.ii had during 
hi, life· time conferred upon Kumbhoji the villages of Ardoi and Rib, but 
they had been in the possession of S"hebji. They were, however, restored 
to KllrnbhojiJ who resigned all his claims to the outstandmg revenues. 

Sahebji resided at Sanlh"r till his death in 1675. He was succeed­
ed by his son, Bamanioji. He for the most part resided at Kalipat, a 
village near Sardhar, though he occasionally visited Rajkot and Sardhar 
o. State business. Bmnanioji, too, received several villages from the 
thandar of Sardhar. Once during the Holi holidays, when Bamanioji had 
gone to Rajkot the Mi:lilaS marched upon Kalipat and drove away several 
herds of cattle from the village. The Thakore, however, came up and 
pursuing the plunderers overtook them near Naklang Vid. A fierce scuffle 
ensued, in which he was killed (1694). Bamanioji was succeeded by ~lehera­
manji II. The new Thakore was a brave wanior, who conquered many of 
the villages mljoining ltnjkot from the Xawab of Junagarh. In 1720 
)Iasum Khan, the XaibJuHzJ",', marched against Rajkot which he conquer­
ed from MBheramanji, who fell in the contest. The /ouzdari of Rajkot and 
Sardhar was after the death of Meheramanji II., in 1720, conferred upon 
1[""um Khan. BaLi Mahmud Bahadnr, however, exchanged thisjolLzdari 
for the villages of Jastian, Anand pur and Bhadla, under Rajkot, which he 
conferred upon Masum Khan ill )«yil'. The jOll,zcict)" of Rajkot was after 
him given to Masum Ali Khan, who, in 1722, built" fort at Rajkot. He 
also gave the name of Ma;;umabad to the town of Rajkot. Ma,um Khan, 
otherwise known by the name of Sujat Khan, ruled over Rajkot after the 
death of 1I1ehcramanji II. till the yeal" 1732. 

Mcheramanji II. had left behind him scYen sons, of whom the eldest, 
Ramnalji, began to devise means to reconquer, from the ~Iussalmans, Rajkot, 
SarJhar and other possessions, which had been wrested from his father. 
In 17'12 he "uceeedcd in killing IIIa.um Khan and taking possession of 
Rajkot. He then made preparation" to mareh upon Sardhar. Ho sought 
the as."islance of Halnji of Gonda!. II JI" 1'1':'1'" (1 to render him any help. 
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He afterwards obtained the support of Tejnmlji of Kotda-Sangani and 
their combined troops marcbed upon Sardhar. 'they besieged the hill-fort, 
but found that their battering train would not be able to effect a breach 
within its walls. The garrison defending the citadel was also too numerous 
and strong for the besieging troops. They were, therefore, compelled to raise 
the siege and retire. Ranmalji, foiled in his attempt, remained quiet for .. 
time, awaiting the absence of the thand"r from Sardhar. Once while Bak .. r 
Khan, the th"ndar of Sardhar, was going towards Kalipat, unattended by 
his retinue, Ranmalji with It chosen detachment of his troops pursued him 
and overtook him near' Sardharidhar '. The tJwnd",', who round himself 
surrounded on all sides, met with a very cru~ death. Ranmalji once more 
began to collect troops for the capture of Sardhar, but during the interval 
it was seized by Lakha Khacbar of Bh.dla, who h,d besieged it at the head 
of a large army consisting of the warlike Kathis. Ranmalji, on hearing 
this, once more applied to Tejmalji of Kotda-Sangani for support and their 
combined troops besieged and stormed the fort of Sardhar. It has ever 
since been held by the Chief of Rajkot. Once during the absence of Ran­
malji, Rama Khachar of Anandpur besieged Sardhar and captured it, but 
he was soon turned out by Ranmalji, who in rataliation marched upon 
Anandpur and destroyed it. 

Ranmalji had six brothers, of whom Modji was given Gavridad and five 
other villages. Similarly the ja,girs of Shabpur, Pal, Kotharia, Bhiehdi, 
and Khokhardad, with five villages attached to each of them, were granted 
to Kalyanji, Harbhamji, Dadoji, Jasaji and Phulji respectively. 

Ranmalji died in 1746. He had four sons, of whom the eldest Lakhoji 
(Bawoji) succeeded to the throne. The appanages of Manekwad, Gadhka 
And Tramba with two villages appended to each of them were granted to 
Vajerajji, Akhemjji and Prathirajji respectively. 

Lakhoji, who was quite incompetent to carryon the affairs of govern­
ment, entrusted the sole management to his eldest son, Mcheramanji III. 
Besides 1I1eheramanji, Lakhoji had four sons, Veroji, Togaji, Suraji and 

. Visoji. The estates ofVarjtirth, Samadhiala and Sajadiali were given to both 
Veroji and Togaji, while Padasar and a moiety of Kathrota were given to 
Suraji. Each brother had thus received a village and a half in .. ppanage. 
The last, Visoji, had been killed while fighting with the Kathis near Varjtirth. 
The monumental stones erected in honour of Visoji are still to be seen near 
Varjtirt.h and in Sardhar. It is now customary with the descendants of 
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riLlh'J' ,j,,,,,jll, the fuunder of the Rajkot throne, to go and pay re'pects to 
these munumental stones )><,'fure they are installed on the gadi. After every 
wedding in the family t he bride and bride-groom also repair thither and 
knocl before these stOIl<·'. 

V"roji taking advantage of Lakhoji's weakness marched upon Sardhar 
and reduced it to submission. Colonel Walker says that the Kathi. at 

that time bE'gnu to plunder and lay waste the surrounding territ.ory. 
3IeheraJl!anji III.. the son of Lakhoji, with a view to put a stop to these in­
cnrsions bestowed upuu the principallemlcrs of the Kathi baIld~ the villages 
(If Bh.!Il:Ua, Jil.~dtln, a.mi Analldpm' )Icwasa. Beside::; that, the greatet' portioll 
of the territory was Jistribu~cI among the Bhayads; while Kumbhoji II., 
lhe Thakore of G,ndal, furcibly seized a tenth part of the dominions. The 
territorial extent of Rajkot had therefore undergone a considerable diminu­
tion at that period. 

Prln(.;l' Mcheramanji was 0. poet of no urJiJHlry fClJuk. He compo.sed 
a pvt'ticnl wtlJ'k in Hind!1stani to which he gave the nnme of II Pravin 
I:lagar." This work i, even to-day highly spoken of in many parts of India. 
Mehcramanji dierl, ill 1794, during the lifetime of his father, Lnkhoji. He 
left behind him a son, named RrmIllalji. 

After the dE.!lHisc of ~leheramanji, L1khoji re~umcJ the atllilillist.ration 
of atrail'S. but after a yoar and a half he ".,'" dri"en out by hi" gramlson, 
Ranmalji, who. repenting of his unfilial condud. called the old man baek 
to the capital. After taking the reins of gOHrnment into his hands, he 
appointed his second son, the Gira.ia of Lodhika, as his minister. Such a 
,tate of things continued for a year and a half. Once while Lakhoji was 
going frCllll Rajkot to Sardhar, RanllHLlji, at the instance of his younger 
brother, Dadoji, once more seized upon the capital. Dadoji thenceforward 

. became the sole administrator under his eluer brother, Ranmalji. He went 

[u Sardhar and bruught ol'er his granJt:~ther, Lakhoji. to Rajkot. Lakhoji 
proccedt:d to N awaDa-garj wl1(~r\' llf C'\) ,ired in 1796. 

After the death of I.akhuj" l;"L1",,)jl bnl"'''' the Chief of Rnjkot.· 
His uncle, Veroji, had. during the time of Lakhnji, forcibly taken possession 
of 8anlhor. which the new Thakore now attempted to regain. When 
Colonel Walker an'iveJ in Kathiawad, ill 1807-8, to dcte..,nine the 
amount of tribute to be paid by the various chic!, to H. H. the Gaekwa<l, 
he cOlitiL'lIlCd V~roji i:1 '~. p, ,,~(',,~i')n 'Jf .~;H·r1har. Captain llaUant.ynC', 
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h!)1ve\'(~~) expelled Vt'l'dji from SarJhar anti restored it to Ranmalji. Veroji 
then proceeded to Khambha, where he tooi up Ihis residence. Ranmalji 
gave to his brother Sangaji alias Dadabhai the appanage of Dholera. Ran· 
malji had married three wives. Gue of the.-n, Jamba, was the daughter of 
a Bhayad of Sayla, the second, Adiba, was the daughter of the Girasia of 
Ankewalia, a Bh"yad of Limbdi, while the third, Motiba, was the daughter 
of the Thakore of )1<)gar in Guj"rat. The eldest son, Suraji, was born of 
Jamba, while by ~Iotiba he had another son, named Hothiji. 

Ranmalji died in 1825, and was sueceed:d by Suraji. Hothiji had died 
It few days before his father but as he had a son, named Bhupatsinhji, the 
village of Dholera was granted to him in giras. This village was giyen to 
Sangaji alias Dadabhai, but as he harl died childless it was resumed by the 
State but was now given b) Bhupatsiuhji. SUl'aji had two wives, Amjiba, 
the daughter of the Thakorc of Sayla, and Xaniba, the dau;;htcr of Abho,rajji, 
the .ThaIa chief of Chuda. Allljiba had a son, named Gagubha, who tlied 
at the age of five year~; while N:lnih", had a son, named Meherall1anji 
Suraji, dying in 184-1" w,,, succeeded by ~I"heramanji IV, 

Mehcramanji hau married four wiYes. The first, Hajuba., was the 
daughter of the Raj Sah"b of Wankaner. The second, Hariba, the mother 
of the late Thakore Bawajiraj, was the daughter of Akhcrajji of Lakhanka, 
a Bh"yad of the Bhavnagar Thakore. The thirr!, Bairajba, was the daughter 
of the Gimsi" of Kundla, one of the Bhllyculs of the Thakore of Chuda, 
The fourth, Ba Kunwarba, who was the daughter of the V"ghela Thakare 
of Machhiav in the Ahmed"b"d collectorate, gave birth to Laghubh:l, the 
half·brother of the late Bawajiraj. The heir-apparent, Baw.jiraj, was born 
on Saturday 30th Augnst 1856, 

Mehcramanji died in 1862, and was succeeded by B.wajiraj. During 
his minority the administration was carried on by his grand·-mother, Naniba, 
till 1867. In that year Colonel Keatingc, the Political Agent of Kathiawad, 
with the permission of Government, entrust.'d the management of Rajkot 
and I.imbdi to Captain ( now Major) J. H. Loyd. He and his successors 
administered the affairs of Rajkot till 1874, when the young chief was 
entrusted with limited powers in the management of his Sta t.e. At last 
on 17th January 1876, the Thakore Saheb was entrusted with the sale 
administration of his State. Bawajiraj rccei \Ted his educa.tion in English 
and Qujarati at the Rajkumar College, where he prosecuted his studies till 
11174, while his young"r brother, Laghuhha, Was also educated at .. h" same 
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institution. The h"ir-apparent, Lakhoji, was born to Bawajimj by hi" 
K.npur wife, on 16th May 1883. 

Thakore Saheb Bawnjiraj took a prominent part III the celebration of 
the' Jubilee' in commemoration of H. I. M'. completing the 50th year of 
her reign in 1887. He showed his loyalty to the Imperial Throne by 
observing it as a day of public rejoicings and by providing the needy and 
the indigent with food and clothing. 

Thakore Shri Bawajiraj unfortunately died in the vel'y prime of his life 
III 1889. He was succeeded llf his son, Lakhoji, the present Thakore 
Saheb of Rajkot, who was then only six years old. Owing to his tender 
age, the administration is carried on by Mr. Motichand Tulsi, the able and 
experienced KarMa",i of the late Thakore Saheb, under the direct 
supervision of the Political Agent. The Thakore Sahob recei ved a sa1wd 
of adoption in 1890. 

The Thakore of Rajkot is a second class Chief in Kathiawad, and 
enjoys criminal jurisdiction empowering him to pass capital sentence for 
murder and such other grave offences committed by his subjects, without 
obtaining the sanction of the Political Agent, He enjoys full civil powers 
and is entitled to a salute of nine guns. 
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I 
Pbulji. 

Ranmalji. S .. ngaji aHa, Dadabbai. , 
I 

SurajL 

I_­
I 

Ga&llbha. 

, 
RottJ iji. 

I 
Meberaoo811ji IV. 

I 
I 

Lftgbubha. 

-, 
Lakboji. 

( The prneot Tbakore SaLeb. ) 

Residencc.-Rnjkot, K,'thillwad; Bombay Presidency. 
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SACHIX. 

An'a.-42 ~q. miles. Population.-21289. 

RC'H'llne.-20,2,988 rupees. 

The X awabs (If Sachill, though originally Africans,· are now styled Sidi 
MaholUelltns. Thongh no account bas been obtained regarding their 
ancestors or the date of their migration to this land, yet this mnch 
has been ascertained that ever ,incc the fifteenth ccntnry they hare 
figured prominently as the Sidis of Janjira or Danda-Rljpuri in the Kon· 
kan. They received the jag;" from Mahmud Begam, the Padshah of (.luj­
arat, in 1489, in return of th2ir services as nnmim.ls of his navy and 
escort of the fleets carrying Mahomcltlll pilgrims to Mecca. They 
pursued this honourable profession till 1686. at tlw pnd of which year, 
they threw off their allegiance to the Emperors of Delhi and took to piracy, 
plundering all the merchant vessels, except those under the British flag. 
They commenced hostilites against the Marathas also. Baji Rao Pcshwa, 
thereupon, dispossessed thew of a large portion of their jugir, but the 
fortress of J anjirs rem~ined in their possession. 

Sidi Abdul Rahim. who was on the Janjira gadi, was dethroned 
in 1762 by another Sidi, named Yakut. Though overwhelmed with 
grief at the loss of his throne, he did not lose bis heart. He courageously 
took to outlawry sgain,t the usurper, and so successful was he in 
harassing him that he was forced to express his willingness to come 
to terms. It was mutually agreed that A hlul Rahim should succeed 
Yakut on his death. Xn pursuance of this arrangement. Abdul Rahim 
regained the gadi, from which he was deposed by his rival, on Yakut's 
death in 1772. He died after a rule of twelve years in 1784. His death 
again threw the State into difficulties. His eldest son, Abdul Karim Yakut 
Khan, was forestalled by the prompt seizurc of the throne by a military 
adventurer, named Johal'. The youth, Balu Miyan as he was familiarly 
known. who~e right of sncccssion was thns outrageously in\'aded, went to 
the court of Peshwa Savai Madhavrao and laid his grievances bef<>re 
that astute luinister, Nalla Phadnavis. Nana at once comprehended 
the situation. He saw that an opportunity had arri ved to establisb 
his master's supremacy over Janjira,-to do a task towards the accolllplish· 
ment of which, all the former Peshwas had ineffectually attempted. 

t He espoused Balu Miyan's cause and gave his support ungrudgingly ID 

• For furth~r ae<:ount of thi8 fa-uilJ' aee Jaojira. 
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every shape a.nd colour. Johar threw himself on the resources and 
help of the British Government, and evinced hIs determination' not 
to surrender the fortress till a single soul wa.s left alive to fight by his side. 
Balumiyan, though he had received a.ssurances of the Peshw,,'s support 
nnd a recognition of his title to J anjira, secretly assigned to the British 
Government, through their Commi:-;sioner, Mr. Mallet, what right, title and 
interest he had in the State. The British Govermuent in considerat;on 
of the assignment bestowed on him the estate of Sachin near Surnt, in 1720. 
At present it consists of twenty villages, 17 in the chorashi division and 
3 in the Jalalpur division of the district of Surat. Balu Miyan first took up 
his residence at Surat, but subsequently made Sachin his head qnarters, nnd 
there he removed with his whole retinue. He acquired the dignity and 
title of Nawab by making large naZal'allfl8 to Shah Alam of Delhi. The 
Nawab Saheb built a splendid palace in Lachhpur 011 the ~Iindhola and 
there he passed the remainder of his life. 

Balu Miyan died in 1802, and was sncceeded by his son, Ibrahim 
Mahomed Yakut Khan. In 1816, he agreed to the proposal of consigning 
all the criminal cases within his territory to the jurisdiction of the British 
Court.s of law for tria.l; but the agreement was not put into force, as the 
resolution did not embody all the terms of the original agreement. The 
result of his prodigality and his extravagant style of living was that the State 
was overburdened by large debts amounting to thirteen lakhs of rupees. 
In order to prevent the scandal and payoff the debt, the British Govern­
Incnt int.erf8red in 1835, and took over the administration of the eighteen 
villages with the exception of Sachin and Lachhpur. A pension of 1800 
rupees was allowed to the Nawab for his persunal expenses. The Nawab 
died in 1853, and his son, Abdul Karim Khan, was confirmed as the N awah. 
By the year 1859, a debt of :tbout eight takhs of rupees was paid off and the 
unpaid liabilities amounted to only five lalehs of rupees. The Government 
resal ved to reUlOve the administration and re8tore the management to the 
Nawab. The Nawab was compelled to sign a definite engagement to pay 
35,000 rupees each year from the 1st of June in discharge of the liabilities. 
The engagE'ment was scrupulously observed by him during his life-time. 
In 1866 the Government granted him a sanad enabling him and his heirs, 
in cases of fa.ilure of natural heirs to the throne of Sachiu

J 
to ndopt one in 

accordance with Mahomedan usage. The Nawab died in December 1869. 
He wa., succeeded by Ibrahim Mahmud Yakut Khan II., who died in 1873, 
f\[t'.:-l' a ~hort, rule 'Jf f'_lur year~. 
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After the death of Ibrahim Mahomed Yakut Khan, his eldest son, 
Abd~l Kadat' Khan, ascended the gadi in 1873, but he being a minor, the 
State was administered by an officer under the supervision of the Agent to 
H. E. the Governor of Bombay at Surat. In 1886, he wo.s ,,"socia ted with a 
native gentleman in the administration of the State, but his incapacity 
rendered him quite incapable to carryon the adm.inistration. Signs of menta.l 
aberration supervening, the Nawab was required to abdicate the throne in 
favour of his minot' son, Najaf Ali Khan, then aged 3 years in 1885. During 
the minority of the young Nawab the State is administered by the First 
Assistant Collector of SUI",t, with a native officer of approved capacity as 
the Diwan. 

The ~ awab of Sachin is entitled to a salute of 9 guns. 

Genealogical tree. 

Abdul Karim Yakut Khan alias Balu Miyan. 
I 

Ibrahim Mahmud Yakut Khan 1. 
I 

Abdul Karim Khan. 
I 

Ibrahim Mahmud Yakut Khan II. 
I 

I 
N asrulla Khan. 

I 
Abdul Kadar Khan. 

( abdicated in favour of his son. ) 
I 

I 
Nazaf Ali Khan. 

(Tbe prtJIIt'nt Na'tVab.) 

Residenee.-Sachin, Surat Agency; Bombay Presidency. 

--
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WADHWAN. 
I 

Area.~236 sq. miles. Population.~42,438. 

Revenl1e.-4,25,OOO rllpces. 

The rulers of Wadhwan arc Jhala Rajpnts, claiming their descent fro", 
the original family-stoek of the Raj Saheb of Dhrangadra, and am styled 
"Thakore Saheh .. " 

Halwa.d was the former capial of the rulers of Dhrangadra. Chandm­
"inhji ruled there till 1628. He left behind him six sons, {I ):Prithirajji, 
who was born of the Sanai)"a Rani of Bhadli; (2) Ashkaranji; (3) Amar­
sinhji, the son of the Jodhpur princess; (4) Abhayasinhji; (5) Rarnsinhji, 
and (6) Ranoji. Of ~hese, the heir-apparent was, daring the life-time of his 
father, taken prisoner and cs.rried to Ahmedabad by the Viceroy of Gnjarat; 
where he died. His sons, Sartanji and Rajoji, proceeded to Bhadli. In 1621) 
on the death of Chandrasinhji, Sartanji alias Sultanji, the rightful heir, Willi 

superseded by his anele, Ashkaranji. The fonner, with the support of 
Lakhoji, the Jam of Nawanaga£, w<ested from the lIlahiyasand the Babarias, 
Wankaner and the neighbouring oonntry, where he !Ounded '" separate king­
dom. The :roling'" brother, Rajoji, took p~ssession of Wadhw,m. It was 
customary with the rulers of Halwad to grant Wadhwan in appanage to 
the heir-apparent to the throne, and thus it had formed part of the estate 
of his father, Prithirajji. He took possession of it in 1630 and there set up 

. an independent principality. 

Rajoji, at the time of his death in 1643, had three sons, Sabalsinhji, 
Udayasinhji and Bhavsinhji ; of these, Sababinhji came to the throne. They 
were all brave wan~ors. They accompanied Mohobat Khan, the Mahomedan 
Viceroy, to Snrat in 1663, and were present there when it was sacked by 
Shiwaji, the founder of the Mamtha supremacy in the Deccan, in the ensuing 
year. It is said that Sabalsinhji was treacherously put to death by his 
brother, Udayasinhji, in 1666. He held the gadi so basely usurped by him 
for fifteen years till his death in 1681. His son, Bhagatsinhji, succeeded 
him to the throne. 

Bhavsinhji, the thin! son of Rajoji, who founded the gadi at Wadhwan, 
and the uncle of Bhagatsinhji, took up his residence first at Idar, hi. 
maternal homeJ and afterwards &t Sawar in ~al wa on his marriage with 
the daughter of the Thakore of that place. 

lli 
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Eha voinhji hau It spirited son, Madhav8inhji, whose presence was dread­
ed by his maternal aunt, as some d"y it might prove prejudicial to the 
interests of her son. She advised her husband to dismiss him from hi. court, 
~o which, howe"er, he did not give a ready hearing. M"dhavsinhji, when he 
came to learn this, secretly left SawnI' for Bundi. There he gained gren~ 
d;,,:,t.inction and in course of time became the commander-in·chief of the 
force". In 1682, he was given the jagi,. of N nnta. ''Vhe>n the ruler of Bnndi 
W.lS on his death-bed, he solemnly eharged Madhavsinhji to take the utmost 
eare of the infant prillee; and right loyally he fulfilled the last behest of his 
lat"e sovereign. The queen Illvther, howc\'cr, regarded him as a menace to 
the existence of her san and occretly instigated the Arahs and the Sindhis to 
rise againt him. l\Iadhavsinhji repulsed the attack, but prudential con­
siderations prevailed upon him and he left Bundi for Kotah. The prince 

'of KoLlh rec"ivod him very cordially and permitted him to reside at his 
court; he did much t<> advance his illterests by adding titles of hOllour, to 
his name, which placed him ill the foremost rank among his corrniers 
Success attended him. here equally as elsewhere. He had four sons (1) 
Madansinh, who succeeded his father in his post, and whose. son, Za.lrun­

sinhji, founded the State of Jhalawad in Rajputana; the other three, Arjun­
sinh, Abhayasinh and Mansinh returned to Wadhwan. The~ seized upon 
the g,,,li, first clearing their way by taking the lives of the Chief, Bhagat­
sinhji, and his sons. Arjullsinhji, the eldest among them, mounted the 
throne. His younger brother, Abhayasinhji, went to Chuda and set himself 
lip independently there, whereas Mansinhji received several villages, includ­
ing Jhamar and others. 

Arjunsinhji was an intelligent young prince; the State prospered under 
him, by the aC<Juisition of extensive tracts af land. He died in 1739. 
His queen, De" KUllVal'ba, (the daughter of Amarsinhji Hada), mounted the 
funeral pyre. To commemorate this singnlar incident, a temple was erected 
tv her memory near the cenotaph af the fi,mons Ranakdevi, which bears the 
name of "Hac!i Mata." It W<lS prince Sabalsinhji, who raised tha.t affection­
ate monument to his mother; and so great is the reverence and the 
sanctity of the temple that even now on all marriage occasions among the 
princes of Wadhwan and Chud .. the newly married couple invariably resort 
to the shrine to make their obeisance. At the time of his death, Arjunsinhji 
had five sons, (1) Sabalsinhji II., who .ucceeded his father; (2) Sardarsinhji, 
to whom werc 1('\'01 in appanage Vana and other villages, (3) Nanabhai, to 
whom were grantC'd Dndharej and others, (.~) Ramobhai. upon whom wcrC' 
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bestowed Kherali and others, and (5) Kashiaji, ,~ho received Gunui.li and 
other villages. During the life-time of his futher, "~hen Silbalsinhji was resid· 
ing at Nagnesh, he made an overt attack in 1734 on ltanpnr, in which 
attempt, however, he had to tum back defeated. To avenge this audacity 
of the prince, that fire-eating Gaekwad, Damaji Rao, took Nagnesh by storm, 
made Sabal a prisoner and had him carried to Baroda. There he passeu 
three years in captivity; at length on the death of his f"ther, he purchased 
his liberty with a hew), ransom and was aile wed to return to 'Vadhwlln. 

In1765 Sabalsinhji II. expired, leaving three sons behind him, of whom 
the eldest, Chandra.<inhji, came to thc throne; the othcr two, Lakhaji and 
Patabhai, received Varod and Rajpur respectively. During his regime, a 
Lohana of Memka, a village subject to Wadhwan, went to Rozka in Bhal to 
dispose of his J1t.alars (a species of pulse), when lIIepji, n Girasin of the place, 
hnmorously asked him, 'What price each of your Jhala would fetch I ' 

the Lohana retorted' One Jhala for every hun(lred Bhalias.' At this 
Mepji was deeply incenced and the Lohana received a sound cudgelling, and 
had all his goods forfeited. He carne to Wadilw"n and lodged his complaint 
before his sovereiglL The indignity thus offered to his house Wa" beyond 
all forbearance and he meditated a deadly revenge. After the lapse of a 
few days, he marched at the head of 2,000 horse agrunst Morshia, a village 
under Rozka, and phmdered it; he ordered his carts to be loaded up with 
the wooden materials of the demolished buildings and set all t on his way 
back to W"dhwan. The intelligenee of this raid was com-eyed by Lakhoji 
and Ramoji, the sons of 1I1cpji, to their brother-in-law, Harbhamji of 
Limbdi, who came to their rescue with his 1,}500 picked rnen, consisting of 
700 horse and 800 foot. At tbis time Bh"gwant Raa, the Mamtha viceroy, 
had encamped at Limbdi. He, too, accompanied Harbhamji with his 12,000 
horse. By the time the shades of evening had fallen they came up to the 
banks of tho Bhadar. Chandrasinhji obstructed their further progress; but 
when he saw the immense odds against him, he thought that it would be " 
great disgrace if the enemy succeeded in redeeming the timber carts. He 
therefore ordered them to be burnt. At this moment an Arab Jamadar, 
Gorimhho, came to Chandrasinhji and disclosed to him a clever stratagem. 
He proposed to surprise the canons of the enemy with his five hundred 
lIIakranis and taking ad,'antage of such a diversion, the Prince was to give 
them battle. It received a ready approval from Chandrasinhji, who now 
prepared to march on foot with his sword and buckler. His lieutenants, 
however, explained to him that it was far better to fight according to some 
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pre-concerted pran thull tu :.,P(:ll'i tllell' el!l::"l';,;it·'" and lives in a fvol han(" 
and vain glorious attempt. They then set out on horse-back to charge the­
enemy and th" Ar"b Jamadar went fartir in the direction of the guns. 
When the enemy saw thmtlgh their tactics, they operred a broad-cast fire 
on them; they were then fording the river; and the balls p=ed over their 
neads without doing them any injury. ~lle Jamadar am] his followers suG"--" 

ceeded in surprising the guns; the gunners precipitately fled, le-aving the· 
guns to the victors as the prize of their gallantry. Simultaneously Chandra­
sinhji attacked the forces of Harbhamji and dispe'fsed them. At the close 
of the actioil, Bhagwant Rao claimed the ",antlOns for the Gaekwad SarkaI', 
which were aacordingly surrendered to him. Harbhamji thence retired to 
Limbdi and the Maratha Viceroy proceeded to Baroda. 

Chandr""inhji was married to Khushal Kunrarba, n princess of the 
juni"" Waghela branch of Pelhapm. A son was born to them, Danled Prithi· 
rajii, more familiarly kno,"n as Pathabh"';. When he succeeded hi. father 
in 1778, he was only 19 yo:>r, old. He raised a canopy over the site where 
the remains of his father were consigned to fire. The year of his coronation 
saw the death of Prince Harbhamji. Hi. son, Hnrisinhji, ascended the 
throne of Limbdi. Fully bent on continuing his paternal feud, he set out 
at the head of 500 horse and two hundred /Oo.t, He dhided his forces int!> 
three detachments; one of which he stationed on the banks of the [iverr 
Khari, three miles· from WadhwMl ; the second, he posted neal' the Kerala 
and Paliavnli ponds. He opened hostilities by advancing with hut twenty­
five oorsemen towards Wadhwan, slaying .. poor cultivat(>T at its gate and 
doing other sundry damages. At this juncture, fourteen mounted Bavars 
of Prithirajji, wh(} were patrolling thn>ugh the- streets came "I' there, They 
(}pened their fire on them, killing five and dispersing the rest, who fled 
.. way and joined the Kerala detachment. When this incident was reported 
to Prithi, he, with his 300 cavalry and 200 infantry, fen upon the enemy 
and bent them back The second enconnter with the enemy was on the 
Khari, where Harisinhji had taken up his stand. Here th" maternal uncle 
of Prithiraj p3SSed through the Limbdi forces. Seated on his splendid 
mare, he was hotly pursued by the enemy, "ho (}vcrtook him and cut him 
to pieces. At the end of this, both the forces di..oappeared from the field. 

Prithiraiji like his father protected the interests of his State by 
valiantly o\·ercoming the enemy and thus gained the love and esteem of 
his subjects. His martial skill procured him the appellatiou of' Patha­
bhai, \.he boid, , or 'Pathabhai, the warrior.' 
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In 1807 again 8 go,tt became Lhl~ f~xcitillg c.:'\use of a fierce family feud 
among the JhaiM. The bards narrate the illcidc It as follows:-Gujar. 
veda was a village under Dhrangadra jurisdiction, three miles ~Jrom 
Rhoda. another Yillage on the borders of Wadh",,,,,. Once upon a time 
wh(~n m.ilitary posts were stationed at both these plilC(,~, the ~Iahomedan 
garrison of Gujarveda went to Rhoda on the Bllkri. Ida holiday, and 

purchased a goat from a shepherd but paid him no money. When t.he 
shepherd complained of their eonduct to the officer in charge of the station, 
he went to Gujarved" nnd forcibly bronght back the roa..ted mutton. 
When the details of this outrage were reported to Amarsinhji, he grew 
furious and boldly determined to take an adequate revenge. An attack 

upon Wadhwan was at once resolved upon and Harisinhji of Limbdi, 
Yikramajit of Sayla and Hathisinhji of Chuda were alll'equested to join him 

in his expedition. The call was no sooner made than it was responded to. 
At this time the Prince of Limbdi urged Pl'ithiraiji to surrender. For, 

added he, 'who ever is doubtful of the issue of a struggle with Hanuman 1 
No man of prudence· would ever invite rnesseugers of death to bis place- ! 
What is done is done, but beware, that your pertinacity does not cost you 

your kingdom.' 

These words pierced the heart of the bold Prithi like shafts of steel. He 
mustered his troops and began alternately to plunder villages under Dhmn­
gadra and Limlxli. He maintained his auxiliary forces at his own expense 
for only one day and then they shifted for themselves. Now and then small 
skirmishes took place between the contending factions but with no decisive 
result. At lengt,h Prithiraiji was compelled to seek shelter behind the walls 
of Wadhwan. The onemy besieg~d the fortress and succeeded in effecting 
1\ breach in tho walls. At this moment through the intercession of the 
Bhals and charans, the advantage obtained by the besiegers was not 
followed up by any other act of hostility. By that time; however, out of 
the sixty villages, subject to Wadhwan, all with the exception of four 
were destroyed by the enraged foes. This quarrel cost Dhrnngndra one 
lakh of rupees, Limbdi, fifty thousand, and Sayla and Chuds, ten thou""nd 
rupees each. 

Prince Jalamsinhji succeeded his father in 1807. At that time he 
was an infant, aged only a year and a quarter; and the State-affairs were, 
therefore, managed by his mother, Bai Rajba. Next year, when Col. Walker 
riBitcd Knthiawad to ~ct.t.l(' the ,'ariGHS amonnt~ of trihnt(' to 1)(' p:11rt to the 
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)[nratha government by the different Xn.ti\'(~ Stutl'S, this Jalamfiinhjt \\,l:: 

reigning at Wadhwan. The greater portion of the territory of Wadhwan 
then lay desolate owing to the ravages of war. Col. Walker settled the 
amoun\., of jarnm« (tribute) to be paid to the Peshwa, the 8ukhadi 
(sweetmeat) cess, agreed to he paid to the Ahmerlabad government, and the 
Zorialbi cess, levied by the N awabs of J unagarh. The amount of com­
pensation to be paid by \V n.dhwan for exercising jurisdiction over certa.in 
villages, situate within the Ahmedabad Zillah, was also fixed. The Queen 
Dowager, Bai Rajba, proved a beneficent ruler; she repaired the city walls, 
restored peace and prosperity, where shortly before everything seemed 
dreary and deserted, "nd also quieted the enemy. 

Jalamsinhji, just when he reached that age of man-hood, when 
" man becomes fit to take up the management of the State, was snatch­
c£l away by the ruthless hand of Death in 1827. Rajsinhji, hi. Bon, 
was placed on the throne. Born in 1826, he like his father, was a mere 
infant at the time of his accession. Eni Rajba continued to administer the 
State ti111832; when the question as to the guardianship of the inf.nt arose 
between her and £aji Rajba, the mother of Rajsinhji. At length Baji Rajba 
succeeded in compelling her antagonist to lea\'c Wadh"an and withdraw to 
Dhmngadra. Baji Rajba, thus left unopposed, conducted the state-afl'airs on 
behalf of her son. At this time the Political Agent of Kathiawad placed 
a military post at Wadhwan to pre.erve pcace and tranqillity. Bai Rajba 
ihen proceeded to Rajkot and claimed to be restored to the guardianship or 
tho infant prince, but without. success. \Vhen she saw that there was no 
hope of any support from the Agency, she returned to Dhrangadra, and in 
1833, led an attack on Wadhwan at the head of the Jat and other Rajput 
iribes. The matter was reported to the Political Agent by the officer in 
charge the military station, but no notice was taken of the insult thus 
offered to the British supremacy. After the lapse of a few months Bai Rajba 
left Wadhwan and resided at Lathi and Limbdi, whence she returned after 
a short absence. 
her days under 
place in 1851. 

She was then reconciled to her lot, and passed the rest of 
her rival Bai Rajba until the latter's death, which took 

Rajsinhji had married Xaniba, the daughtel' of the chief of Khe ... "lia, 
" junior branch of IIIorhi. She gave birth to a son, named Chandrasinhji. 
The child was entrusted to the care of Baji Rajba, the mother of Rajsinhji, 
who took him to Nagne.h and resided there with the infant prince. 
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In 1857, Chandrasinhji took the hand oCthe fa;r Pl'jncess, Baji Rajba, th" 
daughter of Jayasinhji of Dhrol, in marriage; the royal wedding was cele­
brated at Palitana, as the bride's mother had taken up her abode with her 
brother, Pratapsinhji, owing to some disagreement with her husband. 
But the felicity of the newly married Prince was overshadowed by gloom. 
Death carried otr his fair companion, and left him a widower at a compa­
ratively young age. He was, howevtor, soon again joined in wedlock by 
his marrying Maji Rajba, the daughter of the Waghela Thakore of Boru. 
She gave birth to Dajirajji in 1861. Next year, Chandrasinhji sank to 
an early grave. In 1874 the old Baji Rajba again made an attempt to keep 
Rajsinhji under her control. The matter was carried up to the Government 
and her case was ably argued out by an English Barrister; but the Political 
Agent decided against her and she lost her case. 

RajBinhji, upon his death in 1875, was succeeded by his grandson, 
Dajirajji. Being of a tender age he was sen~ to the Rajkumar College at 
Rajkot. There he received sound eduoation in English and the Verna­
cular languages. In 1881, when he attained the age of majority he was 
entrusted with the sole administration of his State. During his nonage 
the administration was conducted by an officer appointed by the Political 
Agent. 

Dajirajji, after a short reign of four years, expired on the 5th of lIlay 
1885, at the early age of 24, in the very flower of his youth. The Thakore 
Sahel!, during his short regime, won the hearts of his subjects and of 
those who came in contact with him by the introduction of several rc­
forms and the carrying out of great works of public utility. He was very 

fond of travelling abroad; and, in 1883, he undertook " voyage to Europe 
with Mr. Warden, the Assistant Political Agent of Kathiawad. Next year 
after his return from Europe, he selected for his bride, the highly intelli­
gent da.ughter of the Honorable Raja Gajpati Rao of Madras. As he died 
without issue, he was succeeded by his younger brother, Kalubha alias 
Balsinhji, who is the present Thakore Saheb of Wadhwall. He received a 
.anad in 1890, conferring upon him the right of adoption. 

The Thakore Saheb of Wadhwan is a second class Chief in Kathiawad 
and has criminal jurisdiction to the extent of passing capital sentence for 
murder and such other grave offences oommitted by his subjects, without 
obtaining the sanction of the Political Ageut. He enjoys full civil powcrs 
and is entitled to a salute of 9 gun.<. 
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Gen~alogical tree. 

Raj Cbandrasinbj i. 
_____ -.1'----______ , 

I 1 1 
Pritbirajjl. Ashkaranji. Four othen.. 

1'---.--___ --, 
1 1 

- SarUlIlji. Rajoji. 

1 

1 
BbafsilllJji. 

1 
MadbaV1!inbji. 

1 

1 
Saba18inbji 

1 
Udayaalnbji. 

1 
Bhagatainbji. 

I 1 1 1 
Madansinbji. ArjuDl!inbji. Abhayasinbji. ~l&naiDhjt. 

1 I Zalamsiuhji. 

1 I I I I 
6at.lsinbji U. Sardllr8inhji. Nanabbai. Rnmobhai. Kaeb.iaji. 

I 
I I I . 

CbaudrlUliubji. Lakbaji. Patftbhal. 
I 

I 
Pdthirajji. 

I 
Jalamsinhji. 

I 
Rs.jsinbji. 

I 
Ob&ndraf!linbji. 

I 
I 

Kaluhba II.litu Ba.lsiobji. 
I 

Dajirajji. 
( Tbe pre,eDt Thakore SaLeb. ) 

Residence.-Wadhwan, Kathiawad; Bombay Presidency . 

... n 
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WAXKAKER. 

Area.-414 sq. miles. Population.J39,329. 

Revenuc.-2,3l,000 rupees. 

'The Native State of Wankaner is bounded on the north by the terri­
tory of Dhrangadra; on the east, by the territory of Rajkot ; and on the 
west, by Morbi and the Taluka of Jalia (Demni). 

The Chief of Wankaner is a Jhala Rajput and is descended from the 
same Btock as the Raj of Dhrangadra. Chaudrasinhji, twenty seventh 
in descent from Harpal, the founder of the Jhala kingdom in Jhalawad, 
ascended the throne of Halwad (present Dhrangadra) in 1584. He 
had six sons, Prithirajji, Ashkaranji, Amarsinhji, Ahhayasinhji, Ramsinhji 
and R .. noji. Once it so happened that Adoji, the land-holder of Shiani, 
having quarrelled with the ~foslelll Suba of Ahmedabad, came and pitched 
his tents on the out-skirts of Halwad. A disagreement arising between him 
.. nd Prithiraiji· on a trivial matter the heir-apparent made prepara­
tions to plunder his ,camp. Raj Chandrasinhji meanwhile came upon the 
spot and remonstrated with his son not to disturb Adoji, who was lying 
there under: his shelter. Prithirajji displeased with his father, went at 
once to Wadhw.n, which was given to him by way of maintenance. He 
began plundering the neighbouring villages. He also looted the Impe­
rial treasure conveyed from Junagarh to Ahmedabad. The Suba of Guja­
rat issued proclamations for the capture of the cnlprits offering a lucrative 
reward to the snccessful captors. He also dispatched an army consist M 

ing of 2,000 men against Prithirajji, who was staying at Wadhwan. The 
officer commanding the troops treacherously apprehended Prithimjji 
and conveyed him to Ahmedabad. From that place he appears never to 
have returned. 

When Raj Chandrasinhji died in 1628, his eldest son, Prithirajji, as 
mentioned above, was absent from Halwad. His younger brother, Ash­
karanji, seized upon the throne, setting aside the claims of his nephews, 
Sartanji and R.joji, the sons of Prithiraiji. 

When Sartanji alias Sultanji was thus superseded by Ashkaranji, 
he with his brother Rajoji went to Bhadli, the maternal home of their 
father, and remained there. From that place Sartanji besought the assis­
tance of Jam Lakhoji of N .w.nagar and conquered the territory adjoining-

II6 
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W,,"kallU' from the hands of the Mahiyas and the Babarias. He afterward. 
established himselfat Wankancr· and founded all indepenuent principality. 

Sartanji g.,·e the village of Dew!i to his younger brother, R"joji. 
Afterwards he took possession of Wadhwan and established his govern­
ment there. Wadhwan as mentioned aboye was given to his father by 
way of maintenance, Rajoji took independent possession of it and imi­
tated hi, elder brother in setting up a new government at that place. 

Sartallji from his seat of government made many inroads upon 
Halwad, but without success. Ashkaranji, who had usurped the Halwad 
throne, was murdered by his younger brothel', Amarsinhji, who occupied 
the throne. Sal'tanji ca!Tied on his predat",·y excursions against Amar­
sinhji, the Raj of Halwad, whercupon the Raj, to preserve tranquillity within 
his tlomiuioIls, touk up his station neal' l\Iath~k, a village situated exactly 
on the boundary line between the two rival States. His allies, the Parmar 
of Muli and the Kathis, drove away herd. of cattle from one of the '-illagcs 
under Wankaner, but Sartanji soon pursued them, brought back the herds 
and dl'ove the intruders beyond his territory. They were, however, SOOD aftc>, 
reinforced by an army under Amarsinhji of Halwad and a pitched battle 
ensued near the village of Bhimgunda, in which Sartanji of Wankaner was 

kiHed (1634). The spot where the battle was fought and the valiant 
Sartanji fell is m'en now known by the name of 'Sartanji's Run' (battle field 
of Sart.nji). A small temple and a momumental stone in honour of the 
heroes who were slain .are to be seen there even at the present day. The 
wife of Sartanj; immolated herself on the funeral pyre. 

Raj Sartanji had two sons, Mansinhji and Ramsinhji. ~Iansinhji thc 
elder succeeded his father, while to Ramsinhji werc granted the appanages 
of Lunsarill and Bokarthambhu. Raj Mansinhji also continued hi. foray' 
again~t; Halwad, but with llO better success. 

Raj JlIansinhji died in 1653, lee.ving behind him eight sons: Raya­
sinhji, Bhimji, Bhanji, Agarsinhji, Viramji, Varsoji, Ratanji, and Hardasji. 
Ray",inhji, the eldest, succeeded to the throne, wnile to Bhimji and Bhanji 
were granted the estates of Kankot and Vaghasia respectively. Khcrwa. 
De"li aJl(1 a portion of Sardharka were distributed between Agar;inhji and 

• It is sah\ that the descendants of Sartauji even to· day assert their claim to the throne 
(I[ I1alwnd and for tLtts they sti!1 cbserve ODe peculiar ft8.tnre by way of plcJH~. At the 
tim~of the m8T1":l'ge tbey 00 net take all the ll(cessary rouade but 1!8Y that thf'y would do 
ao after r('gainil~g IIRlwad 
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\'iramji. A portion of Kherwa was given t? Varrji and Rntallji juintly. 

Hardasji had died long ago without any iSSlle. 

Raj Rayasinhji dying in 1679 was succeed by Chllndrasinhji, the elder 
of his two sons. To the younger, Veroji, was given the village of !Cotaria. 
When Chandrasinhji ascended the throne of Wan kaner, Halwud was held 
by Haj Jaswantsinhji. ~[aharajaJaswantsinhjiof Jodhpur, who was aLout 
this time appointed Suba uf Gujarat, by the Emperor of Dchli, marched 
upon Halwad at the instance of his wife, who was the daughter of Chandra­
sinhji. The Raj of Halwad unable to withstand the attack fled towarel. 
V .. rahi. The Suba seized upon Halwad and bestowed it upon Hajji Nazar 
Ali Khan. He ruled thcre for six years. It was taken from him by Raj 
Chandrasinhji, who remained master of it for three years, when at last 
Jaswantsinhji obtained in 1682 from the Emperor a sanad (permit.) for the 
possession of Hal\\'ad and the adjaeant Salt-pans. He then r('('onqllered it 

from Chandrasinhji. 

Raj Chandrasinhji died in 1721 leaving behind him four sons, of whom 
the eldest Prithiraiji succeeded him; while Dhllwa was granted to Kcshl'i­
sinhji and Varsoji and Ghiawad to Tejoji. 

Prithirajji died in 1728 without any issue. He was suee eded by h·. 
brother Keshrisinhji. It was the intention of .Jam Tamaehi of Nawanagar 
to set aside the claims of Keshrisinhji and set his younger brother Varso­
ji on the throne of Wankaner. He, however, failed in his attempt as the 
cider brother received the snpport of his cousin Keshrisinhji of Wadhwsn. 

Keshari8inhji dying in 1749 was succeeded by his only son, Bharoji. 
'J'he new Raj was endued with a brave heart and zealous spirits. The 
Kathis of Koti Kundni were overrunning the territory of Wankaner and 
Bharoji obtaining the assistance of the f~mous Amarji, Diwan of J una­
garh, put a stop to their pillage by closoly pursuing them and dispersing 
their bands. It is also said that h~ succeeded in obtaining possession of 
Hal wad too, but it remained in his hands onJ,y for a very short time. 
Bharoji once sacked the village of Sajdiali under Sardhar and reduced 
it to submission, while he defeated Lakhnji. alias Bawoji, the Thakore, of 
Rajkot. 

Raj Bharoji died in 178{ leaving behind him fOllr sons, Rayasinhji 
Lakhoji. Jiwanji and Samatsjnhji. The eldest Rayasinhji had died during 
the life-time of his father, but had kit a son, named Keshrisinhji. It was 
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therefore this Kesharisinhji II., 'v ho ascended the throne of \Y ankaner. HIs 
uncles Lakhoji and Jiwanji died childless, while to Samatsinhji was grant­
ed the .ppanage of Arni Timba. Keshrisinhji II. had also two brothers, 
Waghoji and Abhayasinhji. To them he granted the estates of Jali and 
Jet.pur. Abhayasinhji dying without issue, hi. appanage of Jali was 
resumed by the State by way of escheat. 

Raj Kesharisinhji died in 1787, and was succeeded by his only son, 
Chandrasinhji. He was generally known by the llame of Dosaji. The 
Kalhis used to molest bis subjects and often plundered his territory. He 
made a name for himself by subduing them all. He plundered the village 
of Sudalllra by way of retaliating the iudiginty offered by these n:arau­
ders, who had the boldness to dri"e away herd. of eattle belonging to Najo 
Dhandhal of Bhimora. Raj Chandraerinhji once accompanied Prithirajji 
of Wadhwan to Ahmedabad. While returning he had a quanoel with the 
retinue of Bacha Jaruadar of H. H. the Gaekwad. The contest grew so. 
fierce that se,-eral men on both sides lay dead and tOlTents of blood flowed_ 
Isab Khan, the nephew of the Jamadar, was also killed in the fray. By way 
of compensation for his nephew'S death the Jamadar was granted the village 

of Mesari". 

In 1807-8, Colonel Walker, Resident of Baroda, arrived in Kathi­
awad accompanied by Babaji Apaji, Diwan to H. H. the Gaekwlld, to settle 
the amounts of tribute to be paid by the various chief., of the Province. 
With the amounts of other States they also determined the sum to be 

annually paid by Wankaner. 

Raj Chandrasinhji died in 1839, leaying behind him three sons, of whom 
the eldest, Wakhatsinhji succeeded to the throne. The second son, Vaje­
rajji, died without issue, while to the third Jalamsinhji were granted the 
estates of Kerala and Rajavadla. Wakhatsinhji was a prince, who had a 
religiQus turn of mind. He visited Somnath, Dwarka and other sacred 
places and there spent large sams of money in charities. He had se"en 
sons: Jaswantsinhji, Dansinhji, Yeroji. Khcngarji, Dcwoji, Dip.;inhji, and 
Karansinhji. The eldest J aswantsinhji, however, died in 1844. during hi. 
life-time, leaving behind him a son, named Banesinhji. Raj Wakhatsinhjl 
provided his sons with suitable appanages. He gave Khijadia and 
Vanjhora to Dansinhji, while a moiety of. Panchasia and Ranakpllr w • ..; 

given to Veroji. A similar m0icty of Sindhavadar and Kalavri was given 
~o Khengarji, Dewoji received the remaining moiety of Panchasia aoct 
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Ranak pur, while to Dipsinhji was in like mannerlgranted the remaining 
moiety of Sindh"vadar and Kalavri. The last Karansinhji is said to hav~ 
obtained nothing. 

Raj Wakhatsinhji died in 1860, and was succeeded by his grand-son, 
Banesinhji, the son of Jaswantsinhji. When H. E. Sir Seymour Fitzerald, 
Governor of Bombay, visited Rajkot in 1870, Raj Banesinhji went tbere to 
pay his respects to the noble visitor. In the procession formed at Rajkot 
the Raj rode on a huge elephant with Colonel Watson. The animal got 
infUl'iated, attacked and threw down the elephant ridden by the Thakore 
Saheb of DIorbi. Fortunately all escaped unhurt. Raj Banesinhji died in 
the month of June 1881 at the age of 39. He was a very liberal prince 
and contributed greatly to the material prosperity of his State. He had 
married Jamba, the daughter of Jadeja Vibhaji of Sajanpur, a Bhayad of 
the Thakore of )101·bi. By this hdy he had a son named Gagubha alias 
AmMsinhji, "ho was only six years old at the time of his father's demise. 
During Gagubha's minority the administration is carried on by Mr. 

Ganpat Rao~. Laud under the direct supervision of the Political Agent 
of Kathiawad. Banesinhji had also married the daughter of Wakhatsinhji, 
the Parmar chief of DIuli, by whom he had t,vo daughters. The Raj 
Saheb received a sancul of auoption in 1890. 

The Raj Saheb is a second class Chief in Kathiawad and has criminal 
jurisdiction to pass capital sentence upon anyone of his subjects convicted 
of murder and such other grave offences, without obtaining the sanction 
of the Political Agent. He enjoys fuJI civil powers and is entitled to a 
salute of 9 guns. 

---o:::>\tc=c:--
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Genealogical tre-e. 

Raj Chaudrasinbji. 
I 

I II I 
Prithirajji. Ashakaranji. AmatBinbji. Abbayasinhji. 

1; ____________ _ 

I 
Ramsinbji. 

I I 
Sartanji R!ljoji. 

1: _____________ _ 

I 
MaDsinbji 

I 
Ramsinbji. 

I 
I I 

Bhimj i. Bhanji. 
I I 1 

AgarBinhji. Viralllji. Varsoji. 
I 

Rayatlinbj 
1:-____ ------
1 1 

Veroji. Chandrasinbji. 
1 
I 

Pritbiraiji. 
o 

I 
RlIoyaeinbji. 

I 
Kesharisinbji. 

I 
Dharoji. 

I 
1 

Lakboji. 

I 
Varsoji. 

I 
Jiwanji. 

1 ______ -,-----
1 1 

Keliharsinbji. Wagbeji. 
I 

1 
Wakhatainbj1. 

Chandrasinbji aliat Doaoji. 
I 
I 

Vajerajji 

I rd.' Ratanji. Rar :up. 

1 
Tejoji. 

1 
Sa!'1&tainbji. 

1 
Abhaya.sinbjL 

Jt.lamaiobji. 

1:---.--,---,--,-_.-,--1 I 1 I 1 I 1 
JallwantsiQ,qji. Dan~\nbji. V6roji. Kbengarji. D3woji. Dipsiobji. KtluDJinljL. 

I 
Banesinbji.. 

I 
GallUbha alio6 A roarsinbji. 

(The present Raj Sabeb.) 

Rcsidence.-Wankaner, Kathiawad; Bombay Presidency 






