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SADAS. 

In the Census Report of HI01, Sadas haye been in­
cluded in the main caste .hins and their population is 
returned as 173 males and 214 femalc's. These figurer:; are 
misleading and the caste is certainly very much stronger. 
It is presumed that these numbers represent only the 
Sadas who call themselves Jains and do not include a 
largf' portion of thf' caste ,vho are, to use the expression 
of the Census Report" still within the pale of Hinduism" 
and the Lingayet Sadas who are Cyell brger in number 
and [ue foulld in parts of ShinlOga, and Chitaldrng Districts. 

The caste is cOltll1lOnly known as Saual'U (~"d:;'~) and 
the melllbers of the caste style thelliseives as Sadu 
matastharu (~"d.l~J3~ ;:,): The honorific ending ad(led to 
their personal names' is Gauda. 

'l'hey are sltid to be so called on aceount of their strict 
abstinence from flesh and liquor, the tc>nl1 Sftua being a 
modified form of Sanskrit word Sftdhu, meaning gPlltle or 
tallle. 

Their language is Kallnada, and they have stuek to it 
whf'rever they may be living, but they also know the 
language of locality. Comparatively }llarger percent~lge of 
the caste know how to read and write the Vemacular 
language but only a very few have learnt English. 

Sadas are said to have been originally J aim;, but Origin. 
when Vislmuvarddhana was converted by Ralllltnuja­
clutrya into Vaishnavis1Ll, sOllie only escaped thc religious 
pen;ecutioll and remained in their original faith. Dome 
again were converted into Lingayatislll by the Lingayet 
Reformer Basavullna and his followers. Thus the caste 
which appears to have originally been ~L hOlllogeneous Olle 
was split up into three sections, Lingayet fhldas, ~0I1- Divisions 
Lingayct Sadlts ,HId Sadas who have Illore or lesf' a belief in 
.Jainislll. The Hindu Sadas worship both Siva and Vishnu 
without preferenee to either, but the Jain f)}ldas worship the 
Tirthankaras of the Jains but respect the Hindu gods 
also. Lingayets ,md J ains have no cOll1ll1ensality with 
each other, but other Sadas eat in their houses. It is said 
that all the non-Lingayet Sada;;; eat together and 
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intermarry. It is reported that the Sada,s who call thf'm­
selves J ains do not observe the rules of conduct peculiar to 
.J ainism, such a,R, not eating after RunRet, and abstaining 
from taking life. They arf', however, showing a tendency 
to assimilate thelllselves with other .J ains by abandoning 
the service of Brahman prieRts and tllP pnwticf' of eating 
in their houses. 

There are no exogamous divisions fLlIlong non-Linga­
,vets, though two sub-divisionR known fLR Huvvinava,ru 
(i55J::J.s~>J'o',)) and Hongeyavaru (~.Ro~cdJ;:io'.)) a,re found neal' 
Koratagere. Those styled Hongeyavaru do not burn 
Honge (Pongaillia glabra) wood or use the oil, but havf' 
made an exception froll1 necer-;sity ill fayour of using 
leaveR as manure. 'fheLingayet Hadas have a. large 
number of exogamous divisionR, several of which bear the 
names of plants, animals and other material articles, but· 
thf'Y do not show any respf'ct to the thing a,fter which 
their diviRion is eallf'd by either worshipping it or, abstain­
ing from cutting or otherwise interfering with it. A list of 
Exogamous divisions is given in the Appendix. 

Child It is the recognised custom among thelU to bring the· 
birth. daughter to tht. father's housE' for first awl sOlllctimcs 

even the second delivery. On an anspiciolls day in the 
geventh or the ninth month; the mother-in-law or some 
other elderly female member of hf'f (pregnant woman's) 
husband's family pregents the wOlllan whilE' ill her father's 
housE' with a new cloth (Sire) and a Ravike and decks her 
with flowers. During the wife's pregnancy, the husband 
observes the usnal abstinences, such as, not carrying a 
corpse, and not touching the milk post, and in f'Ome 
places he does not shan· his hE'f],d after till' sE'Yentl! B1onth. 

On the birth of a, child, the woman is considered 
impurc for ten days dnring whieh time she remains con­
fined in a rOOlli. The near agnatic relations of the falllih· 
are in a state of partial pollution, bnt lIlay go to tempI,,, 
and take part in their agricultura,l operation!;. 011 t h I 
eleventh da,·, the !Jlother and the child are sf'ated Oil :, 

plank kept (;n a small pit excava,l@d hy the husband in till 
verandah, fLnd hathed by manit,a WOIllcn, the ueighbolll' 
each contributing a pot of water and SOllll' sOfljJnut past" 
Before carrying the- child insic1e, a Uletal eating-dish i~ 
beaten like a gong by an elc1erly "'Olllan, who calls OIl Cy i i 
spirits to !;nateh it away if they d:Lrc, \mmillg them that it 
would be too late after going inside, as thE-ir household gull 



,,-oula prove too strong fo), thellJ, when once the child 
wa:; placed under his protection. " 

The child is put into a cradle in the evcning ~nd 
lJalllfd Ly an elderly WOIlian of the ia,llJily. 

Lillgayet Sa,dns do not observe birth pollutioll, but 
de, ill other ca8tes, the WOUHLll is confined to Led for 8ix or 
""\'C11 days, aftl'l' which she bathes. On the first day, 
dftcr consecrating it in the usual WH,y, ~t JangauHt priest, 
IJI"t':;lmts the child with a Linga which the mother keeps 
;llld put.s 011 the child when it grows to be three or four 
-'eMf) old. 

It is said that formerly, the Lingayets were lllarrying Marriage. 
girls from the llon-Lingayet Sadas, but this pmctice has 
ahlJost gone Ollt of usc. But there if) no such prohibition 
;L>i regard:; the other two sections. Among Sadas who 
are not Lingayets, there are no exogamous "divisions, the 
two divisions of Huvvinavaru and Hongeyaval'U having no 
signific~Lnee ill this connection. The only rule of prohibi-
tion observed b.\" thellJ in regard to marriages is the real 
or conventional l'l'lationship between the marrying couple 
of parent and child, brother and sister. '1'he daughters of 
a p1"Lternal uncle and maternal aunt are both called sistcrs 
,1nd Imve to be avoided, but the daughter of f1 paternal 
,Lllllt or lllatcl'lIal uncle 1Lre both in a lIlaniageaLle rehLtion. 
Exchange of daughters between two families is allowable. 

The proposal fat' marriage should properly emanate 
from the llIale's Hide. A Brahman astrologer is generally 
consulted to determine astrological affinity h,v reference 
to the m1mes of the two parties. 

On an auspicious day, the boy and hiH father with 
sOllie married ,,"omen repair to the girl's house. The boy 
Itnd the girl are seated together on a, plank and sometimes 
the Tem alllount which varies frOlll Rs. 12 to Rs. 2.5 it; 
paid down before the caste people. The girl is presented 
with a new Sire and a jewel which she puts on. "Married 
wowen rub the boy and the girl with turmeric and the 
engagement is announced and Talll bubs are exchangecl 
between the two parties in the presence of an as;;embly. 
Both parties are bound by this agreement. 

," This custom has given rise to It proverh which means "which 
woman beat the gong and l>rochtime<l you It male (r(?a) '<!!o.;i r("TI"'" 'i.Jl) 

t)..)O;:1V~t!Ji ?)" 
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After this Vilyada-sastrn" the bridegroom's party. 
have to present the girl's parent:.; with ;< provisions for the 
marrin,ge consisting of 300 seers of rice, 25 seers of dhn,ll, 
;) nmunds of jaggory, 20 seers of ghee, a maund of areca­
nuts, and :'500 betel leD,Yes. 

Soon after this takes place Devaruta, (or God"; feast), 
when the bride and the bridegroom pour milk 011 :Ln ant­
hill and worship ~L kahsa. Next day is kllown as Xadu­
lllad~LVaniga Sastra when the boy and the girl each in 
their OWll plac(' are rubbed with turmeric paste. The 
marriage panda I is raised the next day. 

rrhe marriage takes place generally in the house of 
the bride and her maternal uncle brings the pole of Ka!!i 
wood which has to serve as the milk post and keeps it in 
a temple. In the evening both parties repair to the telll­
pIe in state lLnd they hring home the pole along with 
Ariveni pots and instal them in the pandal. . 

Early in the morning, the next day, the boy and the girl 
are bathed in :'IIaleniru (;<;'):l7'\~!'~)), and the boy is dressed 
in new clothes and sent to a telllple where he sits on a Kalll­
bIi in the company of his relations and with the hest lIJan 
(o£J1~~-l o::J-l1:io::Jrir1) by his side. His maternal uncle ties 
Bhashinga on his forehead :tnd married wOlllen rub hilll 
with turl1lenc paste. From the temple ,LIl the wedding 
clothes, jewels and other lLrticles intended Jor the bride 
arc sent to her, carried on a plate twice. The third time 
the bridegroolll is taken to the pand;tl by the girl's party. 
Then the ceremonies of putting gingelly and cUllllllin seeds 
by the brid,tl ])[1ir on each other's heads, tying of the Tali, 
pouring of rice, rmd other event» take place in the pre­
scribed order as in other castes. The couple go round the 
ll1ilk posts with the hems of their g,Lrments knotted to­
gether and arc Hhown the Arnndhati Star. They then go 
into the room in which the Ariveni pots 11,re installed 
dropping gingelly and eUlIllllin seedi-l aH they go 11,long. 
After bowing before the sacred pots, they have the Bha­
shinga:; removed and the couple and their near relations 
eat Buvva (coUllllon llle11,!.) 

Among the Lingayet Sadas the ceremony styled 
Gindi-prasta· (7'10," ;:::;)~) is obseryed the next day. The 
bridegroom goes away from the marriage house pretend­
ing to be dissatisfied with the girl. rl'he latter sets out 
carrying with her a brass vessel with a spout called Gindi. 
She finds him out and appeases him by presenting the vessel. 

" This presentation is known as (,:;"wo::J-lo(J ~\(o;j,),;)~~.).) 
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The.'" are sea,terl together, rubbed with turmeric paste and 
eonduded back in state to the girl's house. In the night, 
;1, procession of the bridaJ pa,rty takes place. 

Next day Nagavali takes place when the posts of the 
pandal are worshipped. The Kankanas are removed and 
tied to the lIIilk post. The married couple arc not allowed 
to remain in the lIlarriage house that night. 'fhey go to 
the hridegroom's house and return after remaining there 
two or three days. If howm"er the bridegroolll's village i::; 
too f:u off, they are taken to a neigh hour's house, where 

. they ilpend the night 
",Vhen a girl attains puberty, she is eonsidered impure Puberty. 

for tlHet' days when she is kept outside in a shed of green 
leaves, erected hy Iwr lltaternal uncle. In the evening:; 
the girl is exhibited hefore :t company of lltarried wOlJlCn 
when ::;he is pre::;cnted with tlowers, pa,ll-supari and dried 
cocoanut and lm·eets. Early in the morning on the 
fourth day, the shed is pulled down by the maternal uncle 
:Ll1d the material::; 111'C hurnt at some distance trOlll the vil-
lage. The g-irl b:tthes and is admitted into the hou::;e : for :1, 

month, however, Hhe i::; IlC)t allowed to enter t,he inner 
:1partllJCnts, Girls who are married after puberty do not 
begin to live with tbeir hu::;bftlld;; till after three lllOllths of 
the marriage, 

The non-Lingayet D:tda,; ,;Lrictly prohibit widow Widow 
marriage. Bllt au lOng the Lingayet ::;ectioll, SlH:h remarri- marnage. 
ages arc COIlllllon. A bachelor is not allowed to marry a 
widow and the umrried women are not allcmed to see the 
married widow on the day of the marriage. After 
negotiatiolls for such a marriage are settled with the 
father of the widow, she is brought in the evening of the 
appointed (IlLY to the lover's village and i;; lodged in a 
telllple. 'rhe lover goes there with Rome other !Hen, and 
presents her with :1 Sire and [L budice cloth which she 
wears. GI:t::;s bangles are put on to her wrists (mel in the 
assembly of castemen, the man and in Home places a 
relllarried widow, ties a Tali to her. She is conducted to 
the man's house which is kept dark [1nd vacant, 'fhe 
wan goes into it and sits in a corner. The woman enters 
it when the lIlan asks her why Hhe has COUle there. She 
replies" I have come to light a lalllp in your dark house." 
Then a light iR lit: and the caste mcn are served a dinner. 

Adultery is regarded with abhorrence, and a WOlll:1l1 ,\dultery. 
proved to be in crimimLI intimacy with nllother is exeOlll­
l1mnicated. 'rhey do not dedicate girls as Basavis, 
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Sadas bur~- the dead. The cerell10nies observed by 
thc Lingayet section are the l':tlllO a;; those of other Linga­
yet:; ,Llld the non-Lingayets observe the cerelllonies silJlila,r 
to tho;;c of l\forasu Okkaln. Both the sections observe 
pollution for the first ten da,ys. To propitiatf' all the 
dC('cased ancestors, they worship :t Kala;;it with offcrings 
(If food and clothes OIl the Mahalava AlIll'tV:Lsve and 
SUUle other important days such as Y"ngadi. SOll~C 11011-

Lingayets have of late begnl1 to perform Kal:t Sraddhlts. 
Lillgayet Sadas :tre SaivlLs but respect VaishnlLva 

God~ also and ;;ome have Vaishn:w:t Gods as their falllily 
dcitit's. The non-Lingayets worship all the Gods of the 
other Hindus. Some have in n'cpnt tillles t1dopted the 
.J :tina Illode of worship and pa.\· special respect to the 
Tirt han1.ams. .\\1 pay respect to the vilhtge Goddesses, 
such as :\IaraUIIII:L :wd Marigall111Hl. . 

Sada,r-; are :tll cultiY,ttol'S anel haH~ adhered to thit-l 
proieHsioll in the lIIain. Most of the patch; in the piLI"tS of 
till' State where S:tc1as an~ found ,J,l'f~ of thiH CfLt-lte. Some 
h,tve adopted other professions such as trade a,nd Govern­
lIlent Hervice. 

Sadat-l rank high ill social ~Latus, tttl t1wy are tltl'ict 
wgetal'i:tl1s an<1 tot:dly absta.in frolll liquol". 

'1'he\' foIlO\\' the Hindu Law of inhel'it,MlCl' and believe 
ill OIl1ons, sowery, witcheraft and soothsaying. 

Thl'\' do not adlllit outsiders into their C<t:-;te. Their 
linnl:-; "i'e Bmlunins of the ~rivaishnflv:t section. The 
Lillg:tyet S:trla:-; ha,yc a G\1l'll of their OWlI C,tstc ill :t :\btha 
ttt Sirigel'e in tile Chit:ddrug District. 

Lingayet Sachs eat in the housei:\ of only rJillgn.yt~ts, 
and .Jangama,s, and the llon-Lingayet f-lada8 ('at ill the 
11011se;> of Brahlll;1,ns, .bin;; and LillgayetH. 

Sadas have a n~g111ar system of caste liovcrmnent. 
They are divided into groups at the hertel of eaeh of which 
i8 a l\nttelualle presided over by a (~audll who settles all the 
easte dispntes. If the disputes are of n, serious nr1tUI'C, the 
heads of seveml Katklllanes juin and deeic1e thelll anc1 
~uIllctillll'ti Lhey :tre suhmitted to their Guru. A Hcla,va i:; 
their Halell)[tit and they have to pay hillJ ::;Ol1l1! cuo;toillary 
fce::; whenever he pays tllP11I a viHit. 
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APPENDIX. A 

EXOGAl\WlTS DIVISIONS OF LINGAYET SADi.S. 

1 A(,like (e'~=5o:l~~v'J) Arecanut. 

'2 Ale (~~t) a herb. 

3 Baicha (ejJ::3) ? 
4 Baliitja (:?J!J~ 11) 
;) Beje (ejtV) Dhal!. 

{j Bel1e (ej,/",) a herb. 

'/ Bilegu(,l~i,ra C·~1ttr:,:,"vd) White tent. 
S Bel.ll.H' (ej~) Butter. 
o Chitta (':.-3~) a Trre. 

10 Gandn (i'~~) Hrnd lIlan. 
n .fbratp C=0:'~) 

B Hasi1w ($).;ej) Double bag. 
13 JEvu (""~) A Imake. 
14 Honge (~"~'Or'i) Pongamia glabra. 
1:) Huraji (:;j.)d\,') Horse gram. 

1/) Huvvu C;o~~.s) Flower. 

17 I\.aggallll (..;'~,;';~) Hard stone. 
1H Ka!asti ('a'il<J~) 

1~1 Ki!t' (~''/) A wristlet. 

'20 KalllH' (~~~) .-\ lIerb. 

n Ka.ppa ('~'~J) 

:3'2 M[LOhnmga~lalmrn (':U~:i;,t:~';j':j.) 

'23 l\fallp (":;~) .J assallline. 

:H }\f :tunC' (~~-C;dJ 

].'5 l\Iaruva (~o=">:l) 

]G Matti (~~~) A tree. 
'27 }\f llttina sattige (:;j.).)~ ;;l:<~",r'i) 

:.lH ~illllw (~O~) l,illlf' fruit. 

:3D Hal.ll.Jakki (>V 7;, ~~) Fine ricp. 
:iO Selllan ti (rt :::.)';,~) C l'ysall them um. 
:31 Hrttr (~tt) 
32 Sooc (~Ji~f,) '" . 

33 Snrige (;0,jC~) 15.'110 
..4VTHtC tit C ',,_ j 
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