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SALE.

Sdle (W¥) ix u general term applied to a group of Name and

castes who are connected with weaving as their profession. origin.

It comes from the Sanskrit Sdlika (weaver) and its Kanna-

da equivalent is Néyige (1), which pame is sometimes

applied to them. The term Setti is used as a title besides

the usual honorific terms of Appe (88y) and dyya (¥3Y)

for males and dmm. (93%) avl Akka (¥%) for females.

Some learned in the rules gIlldlDf" their society have recently

adopted the title of Sdstri (®R,)), that is, learned 1in the

Sdstras, but this is by no means common.

To account for their origin it is given out that in
order to clothe the nakedness of people in the world,
Stva comrnissioned Markandeya to perform a sacrifice, and
one Bhidvaua Rishi came out of the holy fire, holding a
lotus flower (padine ®8) iu lis hand. He married two
wives Irasannavati and Bhadrdvati, daughters of Surya
(the Sun) and had a hundred and one sons, who all took
to weaving cloth out of the fibre of the lotus flower for
men to wear, and became the progenitors of the one
hundred and one gétras of this caste. God Surya bein
pleased with what they aia gave them a fifth Veda
called Padma Véda (¥8,738); and sc¢ men of this caste
give out that they beloug to Padwa Sakha and Markauddya
Sutra, analogous to the sakhas, sutras and gotris of the
Brahmans.

They p ofess to have been following all the religious
rites prescribed for Brahmans, till in the beginning of the
Kali age, one of their caste named Padmaksha declined $o
reveal the virtues of a miraculous gem which Brahma had
given to their caste, to Ganapati whe sought to learn the
secret which they had been enjoined to keep, and who on
his wish not being gratified cursed them to fall from their
high status. It is said however that one Parabrahmamirti
born in Sriréma Agrahara pleased Ganapati by his fapas,
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and got the curse removed, so that after 5000 years of the
kali-yuga, they should regain their lost position. This
Parabrahmamtrti otherwise known as Padmabliavacharya,
it 18 sald, redistributed the caste into ninety-six gotras
arranged in eight groups, and established four Mathas
with gurus for them.

The age and origin of this story caunot be ascer-
tained. It may bave been meant to explain the name
Padmasile given to them; and many of these castes have
been busy since the advent of the Census in discovering
their long-lost pedigrees.*

They have a tradition which says that they emigrated
from Vijayanagar territory, in particular from Hampe, the
head-quarters of that empire, during the time of Kewmpe

Gauda.

Persons of the Padmasile section speak Telugu and
those of Pattusdle and Sakunasale speak Kannpada.
Such of them, however, as, live in the purely Telugu or
the purely Kannada parts of the State speak the language
prevalent therein.

In this eategory are included a number of tribes who
cat with one another but are not allowed to intermarry.
They form a population numbering 11,000. 'The princizal
of them are;—

Padmasdle .. (BB
Pattusale {sill) vo (B RNE)
Salunasdale .o (BRORERE)

The origin of these sub-divisions is not clear. - All ot
them have a common tradition concerning their descent;
from Markandéya, the weaver of the gods.  Bhavaua Rishi
15 believed to be the man whoivveuted weaving. Prdmasdle
is the most important division.  Pattusdle, corrupted into
Padusdle, are the people who weave silk cloths, Most of
them have been counverted into Lingayatism. The Sa-
kunasales seem to be later immigrants, and the meaning
of the term is not known.

* Mr. Stuart has the following note as regards the origin of the
caste: ~“ They claim to be the dc:~endants of the sage named Mri-
“ kanda, the weaver of the gods. Their original house appears to have
“ been the Andbra country from whence a Section of the Saliyas was
‘“ipvited by the Chéla king, Rajarajn I, after the union of the
“ Eastern Chalukya and Clhola dynasties ™. Census Report of Madias
for 1891, p. 285,
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The Lingayats of this community say that * the
whole Sdle formerly wore the Linga; but a house having
been possessed by a devil, and this sect having been called
upon to cast him out, all their prayers were of no avail.
At length ten persons, having thrown aside the Linga
and offered up their supplications to Vishnu, they succeeded
in expelling the enewmy ; and ever afterwards followed the
worship of this god, in  which they have been imitated

by many of thewr brethern.”* The men that so separated.

theniselves are said to be Padmasales. It is however
more likely that the Lingayats are the persons that separat-
ed from the main body.

The caste is further divided into a number of exoga-
mous divisions, denoted by family names, with which are
associated also the names of some Kishis, There are a
hundred and one of such different families ; some bear names
of familiar objects, but it is difficult to find out the significa-
tion of many names. A list of the family names 1s given
in the appendix,

There are no hypergatmous divisions in the caste.
yperg

When the wife is pregnant, the husband is not allowed
to carry a dead body or to take part in building a house.
The ceremonies observed after birth are the same as in
bther castes of similar standing. The Lingayats invite the

angama priest to tie a Linga to the child. On the sixth
lay, a spot in the house is washed with cow-dung, and an
eight-sided figure is drawn on it with Vibhaiti powder, at
each corner of which a tdmbila and dakshane ave kept.
The father ot the child then worships a Linga, washing it
with suzar, honey, milk and ghee. The Jangama repeats
mantras. A Linga is then tied to the child’s arm, with a
thread composed of one huudred and eight lines twisted
together. Then the priest touches the child with the toe
of his right foot and hands it over to the mother.

Among the other sections of the caste, the child and
the mother are bathed on the eleventh day, and a caste
dinner is given and in the night married women are invit-
ed, who put the child in the cradle after pija to a Pilldri
(cow-dung cone) meant to represent God Ganésa. A
roun:l stone is first put into the cradle and rocked to

* Buchanan’s Journey through Mysore, Vol. I, p. 178,

Birth cere-
monies,



Adoption.

Marriage.

4

the tune of songs; it is then removed and the child 1s put
into the cradle. *

The Lingayats generally give names after Siva,
while the non-Lingayat portion adopt the names of both
Vishnu and Siva.  Asin other castes, the names of the
deccased ancestors of the family are adopted and in villages,
the consulting of a soothsayer for suggesting an appropriate
name 1s not uncommon.

Adoption 18 practised. 'The adopted boy must come
from the same gotr« as the adoptive father’s. A sister’s
son cannot be adopted. The boy taken in adoption is pro-
hibited from marrying in the exogamons division of both
the tamilies. A boy caunot be adopted after he has mar-
ried. The ceremony observedis that the wpatural parents
hand over the boy to the adopting parents formally before
an assembly of ths castemen, after previously taking off
his waist thread. Generally lie 1s given a new name. A
general dinner is then given, and the natural parents are
presented with some clothes by the adoptive father.

Marriages are generally infant, hut adult marriages
may take pldce No sort of penalty 1s imposed if the glrl
is not married before the age of puberty. They have no
system of marrying their girls to swords, trees or dedicating
them to temples.

Girls are married generally between ten and twelve
years of age. There seems to be no serious harm if a woman
remains unmarried all her life, but it appears that such a
case has not been actually heard of.

After marriage, the girl remains with ber parents
until the marriage is consummated after puberty. The con-
summation of marriage may take placeany day within sixteen
days after the first signs of puberty. But if it is postponed,
they have to select some auspicious day according to the
positions of the stars. Marriages arve arranfred for and
brought about by the parents of the puarties or other elders.
Exchange of danghters is permitted, but it is not popular
owing to the belief that one couple prospers while the
other fails. Polygamous marriages are allowed but
monogamy is the rule. Polyandry is unknown.

* The idea of introducing a stone as a child in such ceremonies
geems to be to symbolise a Wlsh that the real child should be as strong
and as long-lived as such an object.
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As regards the selection of brides, they choose by pre-
ference eoither an elder sister’s or a paternal ancle’s or a
maternal uncle’s daughter. Padmasales do not marry their
younger sister’s daughter. The rest of the sub-divisions have
no such restriction. A man may marry two sisters at differ-
ent tines, and 1t 18 said that a wife’s sister cannot be mar-
ried when the wife is alive.  'I'wo brothers may take in
marriage two sisters, the elder marrying the elder, the
younger the younger sister,

Some days, it may be months, before a marriage, the
oreluminary agreement called Vakkdku Sdstra (the ceremony
f betel-nuts) takes place, in tho presence of the village
slders.  The bridegroom’s father goes to the bride’s house
wnd expresses his desire to take the girl in marriage for
us son, and they cxchange tambilas as a token of consent,

md t,he village officers, the astrologer and others assem-
led are given tdmbilas as WItnesses

It is said that the promise so made is irrevocable and
ifts breaking entails the displeasure of the caste people, who
ifmpose a fine in consequence. But the occurrence of an
il omen or other event supposed to be token divine dis-
approval is regarded as a suflicient excuse for breakiug it,

~nd the other party can only ask to be compensated for'
ly loss sustained.

The marriage ceremonies last for four days. The
st day is known as God’s feast or entertainment in honor
ancestors, analogous to Ndndi-Srdddha among Brahmans.
' the evening of that day, a marriage pandal is set up with
ther a Pdrivdfy (F0Y)or a Ragunuuu (BNERD peepul
ee) brauch, for the milkpost. This twig has to be brought by
e maternal uncle of the girl who gets a present of a hane
l} As. 8 p.) for his trouble.

On the second day, the bridegroom puts on the sacred
iread before the marriage proper. The ceremonies ob-
srved this day are the same as in other castes. Among
Pme Sdles, the bridegroom, leaves the house feigning anger
ind sits 1 a temple. A procession, from the biide’s house
lvlt.h a mock bride, a boy disguised asa bride, goes to him and
rings him to the marriage pandal, after which the other
;remonies take place. A Brahman Purohit or a Jangama

speats some lucky voises (SO F1Y) and makes the
(mdtgroom tie the tdli to the bride. Then dhdre and the
wnkana-tylug take place. 'T'he couple retire into the house
plling eacli other by the hand and going round the milk
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post. Thely have a general dinner for the caste, and the
couple sit to eat out “of a common plate (blidma, =),
The tying of the {dli to the bride by the bridegroom and
the pouring of milk into the closed hands of the bride and
bridegroom by the priest and the elders of the caste are
the essential portions of the ceremony.

"The last day called Neiyuveli (F739) is dedicated to the
worship of the ant-hill and the carrying of earth therefron,
and the removal of the marriage pandal.

The presence of a Brahman priest is not indispensable
but in most cases he is called in to offer certain invocations
at the time. The bride price in this caste is Rs. 25. A
widower is not required to pay anything higher for his
second marriage.

When a gir] attains puberty she is considered impure
for three days and is kept in a shed of green leaves. 1In the
eveniug the uswval congregations of the married women
are held and the distribution to them of turmeric, kun-
kuma and pansupari takes place. Th~ girl is bathed on
the fourth day and is admitted into the house. From the
sixth day, the relatives of the gir] including the parents of
her husband give her presents doing what is known as.
Osige (WRR) to her. If the girl is alicady married, th:
consummation of the marriage takes place if possible be:
fore the 16th day; but in the case of girls who are marrie
after puberty, some time is allowed to clapse before th
consummation comes off.

Widow marriage is not aliowed. A wife guilty of
adultery may be divorced, but divorced woman cannot
remarry.

Adultery is looked upon with severity but is compouna,.
able with a fine levied upon the culprits. Part of the finel
goes towards the worship of their patron deity.

Sexual license before marriage is not tolerated and
subsequent marriage with a lover though of the same‘
caste is not recognized as condoning such fault. They
have no traditions regarding capture of wives from other
tribes.

They bury the dead with the head turned towards the!
South. During Sutaka (pollution) for the dead, they .qutain\
from sweets and milk ; and do not perform any auspicious
ceremonies or take part in festive or other social gather-|
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ings., The Lingayat Sdles carry dead bodies in a vimdna
(d9%3) und bury it in a sitting posture. They ob-
serve no pollution. But among the non-lingayat Sales
the agnates observe pollution for 12 days for the death
of adults, three days for the .death of children and of a
daughter’s son. They do not perform Kdlasradha, but
on the Mahalaya day, they give presents to Brahmans
of uncooked provisions with some money known as
ede {98) and they offer tarpaps (libations) of water to
the deceased ancestors.

They do not take outsiders mto their caste.

They profess to be vegetarian in food and to eschew
gpirituous liquors, but it is not unnsual for them to indulge
in both with the connivance of their fellow castemen. Their
clief profession is weaving with the allied one of dyeing.
Many are also mérchants, jewellers, carpenters or other
skilled artisans. A very few follow agriculture. The learned
professions are hardly represented among them though
many of them know how to read and write.

- The members of the caste follow the Hindu Law of
inheritance. The decisions of their tribal councils in the
matter of property ave respected but are not binding. They
have vo trials by ordeal ; an oath taken in a temple 1g of
course considered to be a greater safeguard than usual
that tlic witness is speaking the truth.

The caste coutains worshippers of both Siva and
Vishnu who are to be distinguished by the different marks
on the forehead. The goddess of their special cult is
Chaudesvari, which is a sylvan deity located in groves.
They also worship all the village gods. There is nothing
peculiar with them regarding the worship of the inanimate
objects and in the superstitious beliefs regarding the spirits
surviving death and their powers for good and evil over
human beings.

Their belief in sorcery, oracles, etec., is similar to those
of Komatis and other tribes,

General
character-
i1stics.

Inheritance,

Religion



Family name.

Bd pu
(2T
Battina
(03,9)
Bandi
(WoB)
Bussa
(BNF)
Bangaia
(s2om)
Bk
(w)
Bodda
(o)
Bajja
(w%g)
Balabhudra
)
Bhéry
(%)
Bettu
T
Bhiga
(o)
Byramuri
(ﬁéddbdb)
Bhima
(o)
Bandari
(womb)
Charugn
(wrt)

&

APPENDIX.

Eponymous hero  Meaning of terin,
or Guru.

Purisha Risht
(@dodw»:.\)

Suka

(ﬁa’!‘)

T'washtru Cart
(%=2)
Mrikandeya

(;Ség!'oal(o&)

Vidhu

(o%)

Saunalka Dagger
(=v)

Mipasvi

(a's.nﬁ?a‘g)

" Sindhu

(Ho59)

Pachvin

(FE)

Jhareela Drum
(moxe)

Vakava Mountain
(575,

Rashidhara

(a)

P’ranchiva '

()

Yrisha

)

Ambarisha Temple servant
(onee)

Narada Hem of the garmen|
W)



['amily name.

“Chaleha
(¥7,)
Chappa
(38,)

Chiruvél

(a&o'ostw)
Jhettalu

(Ftyer)

Chepprir

(BnD)

Ohannn.

(B3)

Chintegingaln

(a.SoGﬁoamo)

Dépayreddi

(Beion, )

Dihvevdearam,

(;Sdﬁf-'ﬁdo)

Diddi

(52,)

Durgn

( daﬂ#‘)

({addamu

(ﬂdas:bo)

(7ol

(M#ov)

Gopi

(e

(Fufjdre

(Towy.0)

Fundalu

["rioodvo)

Hurramu

(R

it

Eponymous hero
or Guru.

Vilakhilya
(Fovde)
Mandavya
(FRBY)
Vasishta
(3234,)
Agagtya

(¥T8,8)
Gowtama

(n"iﬁsﬁa)
Dhananjava
(FS0wmad)
Swayambu
(R o00)
Daksha
(F3)
Brahmarishi
(2B P)
Madhurishi
(FFToN)
Sramsi
(R3jok)
Koundilya
oty
Srivatsa
(38=8y)
Vydsa
(F%%)
Kousila
(89
Digvésa
(bms;s)
Paundrika
(FReART)

Meaning of term,

Bark

Tamarind seed

Name of a place

Fortress or hill fort

Chin

Nail

A kind of earth of

Dwart

yellow color

Horse



APPENDIX.

Family name. Kponymous hero  Meaning of term.

or Guru.

Ba pr Purisha Rishi

(%) (RPodedody)

Battini Ruka

(22 Q) (%:%)

Bidi I'washtru QCart

(B (T2

Lisso Mrkandeya

(Womy) (73, ¥othesh

B i Vidh

(wlomed, (29°)

Biku Saunaki Dagger

() (BT

Bodda Minaswvi

(e 2) (S2Tng)

THIT Sitelhie

() \RoS?)

Belalilynd o Pachvin

(wer5) (524yF)

Bheéri Jharcela Drum

(%) (o)

Betto Vakava Mount ..

(23803, Cai?

Bhiga Rishidhara

(P 3) (S2270) _

Byranurt Pranchiva

(&3'365.)30) (m)owa')

Bhimu Vrisha

(=) )

Bandeiri Ambarisha Temple scrvant

(Romen) (eo&)btﬂ’\)

Charugr Narada Hem of the garmenl

(r) 0T



[amily name.

" Chaltka
(#)
Chappa
(3%y)
Ohiruvélu
( a&dodgw)
Clettalu
(Bte0)
(Chepprir
(F=0)
Chan
()
Clantaginjaln
(z%oéhoasw)
Dévareddy
(Beo,)
Dvavindraram
(Z,}’Wﬁﬁo)
Diddi
(®2)
Durga
( daﬂr)
(1addamn
(ﬂdadoo)
(164
()
Gépi
(Thaek)
wgjdri
(t0)
(Fundalu
(Toren)
Furramu
(md):bo)

9

‘Eponymous hero

or Guru.

Vilakhilya
(s:wa‘.')gs)
Mandavya
(535302356)
Vasishta
(733)
Agastya
(%78, 8)
(Gowtama

(n"iﬁﬁa)
Dhananjaya
(FRoted)
Swayambn
(R 05)
Daksha
(3%)
Brahmarishi
(22 %)
Madhurishi
(BT
Sramsi
(F3)oR)
Koundilya
(TRoRy)
Srivatsa
(Br=2))
Vydsa
(5%9)
Kousila
(F?39)
Digvasa
(BN3m)
Paundrika
(F3oaRT)

Meaning of term.

Bark

Tamarind seed

Name of a place

Fortress or hill fort

Chin

Nail

A kind of earth of
yellow color

Dwarf

Horse



Family name.

Goranglu '
(Mdobbn) |
Janaga (
(%)

(danchigudiv
(owdriom )

Guvvalu )
(oo
Glajulu
(TWeen )

J ?"u ﬂ‘rr,
(%)
Kandalan
(’m o)
Kayatti
(TooD3 )
Kanigepalle
(-u'aéderdg)
Kencha
(’Gom)
Kuppua
(¥3)
Kydtha
(%)
Kavipili
(-#o;ao)
Kongalti
($aora
Kiéta
(e
Kydbarési
(T3t
Késalu
(m!b)

10

Eponymous hero
or Guru.

Kutsa
(W)
Puttarishi
(R5H)

Bharath
(w503)
Méshajatha
(Sotmed)
Ruruksha
(cbdo;-gi)
Sadu
(23)
Putastya
(B¥5,5)
Sutisha
(Rodex)
Purnrnsha
(Bsaca)
Yadurishi
(o&dada.‘q )
Upéndra
(wokend))
Gargéyu
(mﬂrwﬂo)
Kapl
('E;;O)
Kundah
(-saoao)
Veédatama

(BeawD)

Meaning of term.,

A kind of plant

Bparrows

Rangles

A deer

Namme ol a place

Manure heap
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Family name. Eponymous hero  Meaning of term,
or Guru.

Kokku Pravrisha Bandicoot,
(hew) BRR)

Malkam Sukirthi

(a:b'!'o) (73.3%(@.!‘)

Manchariu Vurahvasa

(Swetder) (F%%7)

Myadam Vurjiswa

(oedo) (aé)w'tﬁs)
Munagapati Punyava Drumstick
(Bosroy) (@)

Myalala Sutio Goat
(Seve) (243)

Mdra Atri

(3%0) (©3)

Maddure Tukshi

(Da,0) ®2)

Murepalli (uhd Name of a place
(SRTHQ) (mm )

Manjuriv Sandilva

(dooaadom) (saoae{s)

Nellcnn Sanstidi

35 (Roty)

Nallogondin Deynaka
(SyrtRcgen) (BeRT)

Nili or Nakule Bhargava [ndigo
(3{0 or ‘dw'!’v) (ep?ﬁF'zS)
Neudyt Prithvy
or
Nyayamu [ (B, 85)
(Fsm or W)&J)
Padadimi Purasina
-(ddag:p) (a;;oahs)
Padimili Nishnata

(182.0) (3 3)
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Family name. Eponymons hero Meaning of term,
S or Guru,
Panaganst Aérama A herb
(B3nels) (%))
Palapati _ _
(Bses) } Niyanti
or -
Peyada (RoDo8)
(ﬁﬂd}
Pulakanda
(BeFoR) b Kamandal:
Poluchalll ) (TB208Y)
(3pueEQ)
it Atréya He-huftalae
(3K32) (&8 Re)
I ananatham Blirigu
(;:%  jFoTFo) (a;gm)
Parimi Kaundila
(;:iogao) (fi‘oau)
Paliumari Chokrida
(BUs:0) (208,3)
Palakalapalli Kousika Name of a place
(Buvusy) (T8F)
Pabbiti Markandeya Do
(@2,9) (39T, othead)
Puttigondln Bhirgava
@ ram) (@9
Peliuloorn Raghn
(B9, TRD) (TF0)
Paldram Maricha
(56360) (a'm'cqgg)
Stdd Rikshibha
(:dxaaa) ()
S?'.m;pi R .
(RO®) L © Rishyasringa
Silam (0% g8, o)
(o)
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