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KORACHAS OR KORA]\'IAS. 

I n the last t\VO Oensns R~ports of the State, it has rrhe ca~te. 
been in a \vay assulned that Korachas and Koramas are 
two different castes; but there is strong reason to hold 
that the na.mes are lncre local varia tions for one and the 
salne caRte. 'rhe exogarnous divisions fllllong theln and 
family names wherever they are found~ and the cllstolns 
such as a maternal uncle's right to the first two daughters 
of Lis sister at rednced ieta and the payrnent of tIle te1'(l 

amount in easy instaltnentR spread over a nunlber of years 
are all cOlnmon to both the branches, who moreover spe~k 
the SHtne language. The ntnnber of this caste, according 
to the last Census, waS ·24,228, the llunlber of malt sand 
femnles being nearly eq na1. They are found scattered all 
over the ~tate, and as a large Rectiol1 of ,them are of ,,?an-
dering habits, it is not easy to determine \vhere they are 
chiefly located. 

Their nsual names arc [(ora/Ina (~Jido:1~)) KnrlfP(f. (~.Rdo:~) Nn,nle .. 
or ](orr1cha (~Jid~), anll th~y sCHnctin10R cflJ1 themselves 
/f'nnu)(r:uji ~Ha.h:h·atll (;f..od~ot! 0:5.)~ ~:;). Th ey hn \'0 acqn ir~d 
1I1cknauleR of /{,,!!n ][()j'(/.r:/Ul (Ti~~~d~d)) or ]\ru!!rr A'-oro illfl, 
(wt~./@':5oj,)d)) h'y rea.son of their reputed th leving p l'opensity. 

Abbe Dubois calls t.henl ]((rl!n IJa'n(a tn (~¥a)oeJd)), 
but t.his is not CLlrrent as a name of the c;)ste no,\v, and was 
probahly only a d.escription of their predotninant profession 
as a thieving fraternity, which he rnistook to be the 
nalnc of the caste. 

1'hose that nrc popu la-rly kllO,VI1 as Korachas, say 
that Koramas are a dlfferPlit claJss, addicted to thieving, 
while those passing fo.· KoramaR resent being caJIed 
by the other uame which, they say, applies to a thjevillg 
class. l'ho origin of the two words seems to b9 identical 
[tnu there is little to choose bet\veen them as to th e evil 
repute that they suggest. 



KORACHAS OR KORAMA8. 
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1 n 'l'e]ugu, they are kno\vn as JJJru7.;ulas (~d.);,!')tJ~d-l) a 
nalne which to their thinking carrit::s no stigma., and which 
each class claims as appropriate to its own divil;ion. 

They have as their title 01' name-ending, Hetti (~~), 
hesides the usual ones of Arpa (~:jo.)) and Ayya (~~); and 
they maintain that they belong to the 18 PbaJ}as 01' right 
hand section of castes. 

Korama and Koracha both seem to be derived from 
the verb ku,'u (~.)ee.) tneaning to divine or prognosticate, 
and are applied to the caste on account of their profe~sion 
of fortune-telling, which their 'VOlnen practise. Some tIeri ve 
these ternlS frorn a \v.or<1 \\r hich nleans a hillman {cJ. 'ramil 
!(ura1va hill conntry), showing that tbese people are a 
wild tribe living in jungles. But the former appears to 
be the more probable derivation and is in meaning equiva­
lent to the 'l'elugu name of the caste, namely, Erul'ula 
which comes frolTI the root EruUIl (~'d..)rC.)), to know or di­
VIne. 

K.ol'avanji makkaJu (if...Qddoti!t id.)~ t/.)) lneans children 
of a Koravanji, that is, a ftHnale fortune-teller. 

~lany Koramas ,vho are educated and live in to"·n~ 
repudiate the name, and call thelllse]ves Balajas or Kora­
vanjis. ~rhe division of Koralnas klHH'ln as SOI)ai (~"'N~~) 
Koramas who are pipers, in some places such as Chikmaga­
lnr, deny their identity with the Blain caste. But an enqni. 
ry into their habits and cllstolns prove~ their nnmistakable 
identity_ 

It. }las not been possible to obtain jufOl'll1ation of any 
value concerning the origin of the caste. It is likely that 
they are one of the aboriginal tribes, or that they have a 
large proportion of blood of ~uch tribes in their yeins. 0 f 
course, in their case also, mythological or fanciful legends 
are not want.ing to explain their ol·igin. There is a story cur­
rent that Parvati, the consort of ~iya, once di8gnised herself 
as a oootlu;ayer and that Koralnas are bel' descend .. 
ants. Another story connected "'ith their occupation i~ 
that a :J1eda was asked to prepare a cradJc for 1':trvatCs child 
out of a serpent ,,~ith its stomlich fi ned "'ith precious 
stones, but he \\ras afraid of touching it on account of the 
rattling noise of the stones. r.t'hen a Koracha " .. a.~ 38ked. 
to do the job but he was given a knotted serpent and as 
the precious stones wpre held tightly packed in their place 
by the knots, 11e hearll no rattling, and boldly took it and 
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split it like a banlboo and made the cradle. Both castes 
were thenceforLh to live on bamboo wicker \vork; but the 
M6da still goes about. in a gingerly manner and splits his 
bamboos from the botton}, whereas the Koracha proceeds 
to cut them from the top. As a reward for the cradle 
made by hinl, P~rvati presented the l(oracha \vith a diyin­
inn- rod of the batnboo and a winnow which she had been 
using herself for fortune.tel1illg, and that is ho\v this pro .. 
fession has come down to them. 

Mythology apart, they are a vvandering trihe found 
all over the Htate. rrha t they are decidedly of rra nliI origin 
is borne out by the language they speak, which is common 
to them irrespective of the place they Jive in, 'v bether as 
Erukulas in the Telugu country, as Koravas, in the Tamil 
tracts, as KOl'amas or Korachas jn the Kannada parts or as 
Koravis or Kaikaris in the 1Iahratta country. 

Abbe Dubois is of opinion that their custotns and 
manners have IDnch in cornmon with those of wandering 
tribes known in England and Fra.nce as GYVsies or Bo­
hemians, and that they might have come into this country 
from Egypt. But the conclusion is far-fetclH~d aHd Kor::unas 
of this State do not show thp, leaHt traces of sue h a (li~tant 
orIgIn. 

They speak a language \vhich appears to be a diaJect Language. 
of Tanlil or a luedley of 'ramil, rL'ell1gu and [(anll<lQa, the 
first element preponderating. It is not easily intl)lligible 
to conllnon people, and like all criminal tJ·ibes they have a 
slang of their own which the uninitiated cannot nnderstand. 
They are said to have, says Mr:. ltico, a peculiar gypsy 
language of their own with a system of signals which 
enables thenl to converse ,vith the initiated, unobserv-
ed .. * 

There are four m~in divisions \vhich, though origin- Endoga­
ally based on occupatl0ns, have becolne endogarnous at mons clivi­
present. Theyare uru or Dabhe Korachas (~~rjJ ,r.Jt)'d~d.J, sions. 
d~ =I~d~dJ), Uppu or Ghattada Korachas (waq,J~~Jid~d.), 
¥eJ~d ~-:-o~~J), also known as Ettina Koracbas (oJ~rl~J(;)d~dJ), 
K nnclllg'e Koraehas (;;!Jo~71 ::tTJid~d.)) and Sonai J{ora-
chas (~Ja~~~ =eJi'd~dJ). 'l'here said to be a18~ _PiLtrada 
Korachas (m~ti ~""der:d.)) and 8u1e Korchas (~Jtl~~ =I~rj~d.J). 

I 
U I'U Korachas are so called because they have settled 

down \vithin to\vns and villages. They are agriculturists 

* Mysore Gazetteer.. I., 233. 



Ex',}g:amons 
divi~ions. 

but also make baskets, and their women practise tattooing 
and fortune .. telling, They are styled Dabbe Korachas as 
they prepare bamboo baskets and other \\f'ioker \VOl'k. U ppn 
l(orachas trade in salt and are kno,vn alAo aH G ha~tada 
Korachas, because before the introduction of rail \VBys, they 
were the chief carriers of traue het,veen the sea-coasts 
and the interior of the country above the ghats. Ettina 
l(orachas use bullocks more than donkeys as heast~ of bur­
den, and they have incnrred notoriety as cattle .. liftel~s. 
Knnchige J{orachas are those who manufacture Kttllehigl; or 
the bl'llsh used hy ,yeavers for starching their yarn. SOl)ai* 
Korachas get their narne frOIn a \viud instrument (a pipe 
called :~o~I'1i in thei~' dialect) on which they play. 

I 
Except U!'U and Sonai Koracha.~ w'ho are altnost settled. 

and live \vithill villageR, the rest; ~t!'e more or l('s,~ reputed 
tiD ho thieves and ar'D kno\\'n hy the nicknalnt'l of 1\0!/11 01' 

thip.ving Korachas. 

They have foul' exog"arnons eli vi~ions :-:-;=It;)('lfJi (m~~ 
~), Kct v(\(~,i \ =a7i~~), ~lplL p~lQi (~.)~r-:;~le). ~lf-ln(.t rag IItt i ,;:!.)o~~ 
~). 'rhey ~ay tha:, the people of 8~1,q)(\di olvi"ion regaru 
t)he l(akkv }JIa n t (;s!t, in l'clngn, ml)) as s3cl'ell and tho~e 
of the Kava.ii, the l\Iargosa tree; and that they set np stones 
to represent their falnily gods nnderneath these trees, to 
worship thetn. The lueanings of these ter-ms are obscure 
and is said to be connected with tL e varIous services per­
formed to the go(l (Venkata.raluanaS\Valni) at the sln~~ne 
of rrirupati. It is st,"ted that Sdtpd4i are 80 called becanse 
they adorn their god with flowers a.nd je\ve]s~ t.his process 
being in 'j'anlil sty led 8litpadi which is eq uivalent to Sa­
nUl1'1)a·~le in Sanskrit. Kav(l(li lne:-ll1S a ca)'l~y in ~ pole and 
the people of this division are said to ha \'8 c:lrried theil' 
offerings to their god, suspended to a pol :_~ at both ends. 
Menpa(f,'i division sing praises of god befl)}'e the idol; and 
M eiulragu,Ui division offer shoes to the idol. 

Sat.p~i~i and Kavat;li are said to be the only tw'o proper 
(Jivisions, the other two MenQragntt.i and ~ienpa(Ji being the 
late ilumigrants froln Bandar countl'Y (Krishna District), 
belongi.ng to these Inain llivisions. 'l'hey received separate 
uanlCS, and oven no\v, in SOlne plaeB~, it appears that 

;'1;. They rnay be easily identified a~ the !oHlnke .. chal'mers \".ho, "orne 
begging playing on their pipes. with cobras 'It' bich they exhihit 
before hOLlses. 
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internlarriages bet\veen Satp<t(li and Mengragutti or KavaQi 
Menpclqi are not allowed; bnt thif.1 distinction is not long 
kept up. 

Korachas have also \vhat are known as fanlily or housH 
naInes, wbich ho\vever have no significance in lllarital 
relations. 801ne uf these naUJes are appended4 They have 
no hypcrgamous divisions. 

The ordinary Korachas do not observe any elaborate Birth 
birth cerenlonies. Soon after the child is born, it is ,vash- ceremonies. 
ed in 1 uke\varm water, and sometimes the lnother is also 
given a bath and made to 1ie fiat, the ,vaist being tightly 
bandaged. She is given the usual heating medicines to 
help her recovery. t)n the 5th or the 7th day, she and the 
child are bathed. rl'he whole house is cleaned \vith ~o\V'-
dung water alld some castelDen are invited to a dinne!'. r n 
the evening of that day, t.he chil(l is put into a cr~1dle and 
is given a name. 'roddy, arrack and even foreign liquors are 
freely u;;ed on this occasion. 

Their nanH~S are generally taken frotn those of their 
~!.'ods anfi ~odde8ses which include many sylvan deitie~ .. 
rrhe following" rnay be t.aken as typicfll, both f(,1' IllHle~ ~1nd 
fe rna le8. * 811 n l'lI (~.)o~), Mrh'(f (d.no), Hull/di 1',( (~~ d), 
flfl1l1un" (5~J~'»), Jla,ll(( (oS')~), 'r~,1111 (c;jj~) and Jl(;('/ut 
(;l~~), nicknflluc8 such as, .ililet (clll'ly haired), 8n[(a (cl'ook­
ed) are conlmon 

"Then a child is bOfH after the cleat 11 of onu or 1110re 
children, a peculiar CllstOln is ohse.·vecl 1 n sorne places. 
Hoon after the purification bath is taken, the mother 
either really or nOlninally goes begging to a fe,v honses to 
perform a vow previously taken to ,r en katramnJ.la (of 'l'iru­
pati) or olh~r farnily deity, ,vhile the father follo\vs her 

- -----_ ..... ---------- -------- --------
.. In t.he Dra.vidian languages, the sallle nallle rutty be u~ed for bGth 

sexes, but the sex is alwaYR distinguished by the ending, nl~scu)ine 
f'11ding in a (~) and the feminine In i (~)- ~xcept in familiar inter .. 

(' Illr~e, an honorific suffix is always, especially ill the bi~hel.' castes, add­
u l, which ma,y he either general such IlS appa (E.:9lt~ -father), f'tyya 

(~~ from Sanskrit Qrya, elder or sir). a1}'!p'j, (~l"&' bl'ot.her), Or' profes 4 

sional or caste- denoting, such as sadri, dtksh'ita for Br'alllnins, arasu or 
raje-{j7ilBu for the Arasu (or kingly castes}t set(i, gUlIila, nayaka for 
other castes, and 1'llV indifferently for Brahman~J Mahra,ttas, Sudras, etc. 

I!'or female nalne~~ the variety i8 notl so gl'eat~ t)hc t.erminatious 
being amma, ({V 'co, (~o:l~ t!)~cS' mother). akka (~, sishn·), "'ltd wnmn.ti -

1)i (~o::Pe~~' a dinlunitive forni, to denote dearness, of Utnma)i the latter 

heing specially employed by the Arasu coulnlullity and those who imi­
tate them. 



Adoption. 

:Marriage. 

with the child in his arms. Ont of the lnoney collocted, a 
silvel'> or a copper necklace is made and put roun(\ th e 
child's neck. The nose is bored. and a ring inserted in the 
hole; and the child is given a name to denote that he has 
been born for the sake of begging or by begging.* 

There is no cnstom of giving t"ro names to the child, 
one for ceremonial purposes and the other for everyday 
llse. But it is a notorious fact that the Korachas who en­
gage themselves in the profession of thieving have a num­
ber of aliases, and tlH~Y have an understanding 3rnong 
thelnselves as to "w"hich should he ernployed on each occasi ... 
on, so that the deception may not be discovered, even if the 
other members of the gang are sepFlrately q llestionea about 
the names of their associates. 

rr~he Korachas seeln to have traces of the custom called 
Ouuvade, according to \vhich, when a \vife is delivered of a 
child, the husband is confined to bed. and treated. as a deli­
cate patient. 1l he practice seerns to be dying out, and 
exists only in renlote parts ill the Shiuloga District and 
elR8\vhere. 'riles!' people ,vere qnestiolH:'d in Hiriyur, Sira., 
l\fadc1agiri, Kankanhalli, l\lnlbagal and GoribicJnnr 1'aluks 
but th3Y \ycre ,£tcnerally nn'vilhng to admit its existence 
,vit,hont a rOllnd'Hbol1t cross-examination. 'I'here is a pro­
verb in rralnil ,vhieh means that when a Korama WOlnan 

brought forth a SOli, the Korarna man ate assafetida. t Even 
'where the usage has not disappeared, they now only no­
IIlillnlly follow it, giving the husband u little of the medl­
cineR prepared for the ,vife. t 

When a man has no children he may adopt a boy, pre .. 
ferably tIle l'on of a brot,hel' or one belonging- to the ~arne 
exogamous division. But a brother cannot lv\ adopted. 
There is no cerenlOIlY 0hsel"ved except that of t.aking off 
the old waist thread (eroaz;le>d) of the boy and. putting on 
a new one and giving a dinner to the caste people, to- an .. 
nOllllce the fact. 

Marriages are generally celebrated after puberty. A 
\vornan may, \vithont incurring any social odinm, remain 

Iff Such c1H Ti1'lfpatl"ydrju (~d-.)~~ri~~)) or ~l'£ruJ)d,t£l,i-puttinaL'd(lu(~id:J 

;:j~tJ(r~~(\S~~) • 

t =cf.JO~ ~~li)~}) 6 ~)o~r ~d.Jo7\~crl,)o ~Ne> r 
-I> y -c ~. 

t The 13 te :\T 1', G, Krishna R ao Inacle Rome enquirv on this maHer 
wl)ile he -wa:-; ~llperintendent of P()liN~ in Shimoga, ~nd fnrnished a 
~hort account, 'which has beell published by the Supetintendent of the 
Madras J\tluseunl, in a Bulletin. (Vol. IV, No, 2, pp. 115-116). 
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unmarried. If she should be discovered to have gone 
astray, she is marte to join the man, in ll;l'tdilce, if he is of 
the sallIe caste- If the paramour- is of a different but higher 
caste, her fault Inay be condoned by a fine, but if he hap­
pens to be of a lower caste, she loses her caste. 

l"lolyg::ullY is allowed and practised to SOIlle extent 
according to the luean8 of the husband, bnt polyandi'Y is 
nukno'vn. 

In marriages, they have to avoid girls alnong their 
agnatic relntions and others born in their ovvn group, the 
affinity to the group being traced through males. l\1ar­
riage ,vit.h an elder sister's daughter is al1o,ved, but the 
daughter of a younger sister cannot be taken to "\vire, 
unless b.v a ,vido\ver. Maternal uncle's or paternal aunt's 
danght,er may be married; but in the case of the paternal 
aunt's daughter, if his father or paternal uncle (younger 
or elder) has already married a daughter of hers, the other 
cannot be married by him (the nephew). Marriages in 
the section in which one's own mother or fathel"x nlother 
was horn are alloweu, hnt not in the section in \\rhich one's 
own mother':; motller was born, as the latter general} v 
happen~ to be of one's own sect:on. A man 111a'y Inarry 
two sisters, hut. not '31111ultaneonsiy . It is sa.id that if a 
man has married the younger of the two sisters, the elder 
cannot afterwards be taken to wife, either in regular 
marriage or ill k/ida,,,, on the ground that Ule relationship 
as wife's sister (~~~) is looked upon as e:1111valent to tl,at. 
of a mother thug }'endering marriage with her incestnouR. 
'l'wo sisters may be IllHI'!'ied by two brothers. The on1)'" 
other forrnula not covered by the l'uIe of exogamy -is that, 
the lutl'lldetl couple should not he related, either actnaHy., 
or by analogy as parent and child or as brother and 
sister. rrhere is no objection to exchange of daughters 1Jo­
tween two families in marriage. 

It is a binding custom among the Korachas that the 
first. two danghters of a wonJan muat be gi ven, on a reduced 
t~1"a, to her brother to he married either by himse1f or to 
his sons. If he ha~ no sons aild does not himself stand in 
need of the girls for marriage, his right to them is exer­
cised by his getting two-fifths of the tertf., amount payable 
for each of thern at their marriage, but if he t~kes theIn, he 
pays only 12 pagodas each, ,vhile the usual tera is 20 
pagodas. 
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This is one of the few castes in which the wife may 
be older tllan the husband by 1110nths and even, though 
rarely, by years. This is explained by them a8 owing to 
their disinclination t·o forego their right to marry a sister's 
daughter which is universally recognised in the caste. 

~rllere are no ilupassable bars to lnarriage ilnpo~ed by 
religions or professional considerations, out they usually 
contract marital relations only ,vith fanlilies that are 
known to one anotner and that are already so connected. 
Such of the casto as have long given np criminal anti pre ... 
datory habits, anti have settled in towns and villages 
owning houses and other property, \vin llot naturally enter 
into alliance with their castenlen, who are still notol'iollS]Y 
addicted to such ba bits .. 

1'be Koracbas who have adopted settled habits, have, 
been ilnitating Vakkaligas and other similar castes in their 
Iuarriage ceremonial to a greater or Jess extent. But the 
\vanclering portion of them still retain their peculiarities. 
They observe no Vi!ya-Sdst1'a (:J~v~~~~J), do not caJl ill 
any hand of pipers nor use the bhlishinga (~~~oii) marriage 
chaplet, and SOlne do not even erect a marriage booth. 
'j he Brahrnan astrnloger is consulted only to see if the 
Htars corresponding to the names of parties agree* and 
to fix a day. He has no further share in the celebration 
of the lllarriage. 

Monday is considered the proper oue to comnlence 
the actual cerelnony- On the previous :Friday, the bride­
groonl goes to the bride's llut and presents her \vith a few 
coins, the acceptance of ,vhich signifies her consent. They 
are both then rubbed with turmeric paste and have a 
general feasting separately in their own places. 

J £ the parties Jive in separate villages, the bridegroonl 
and his party arrive at the village of the bride and pitch 
their 11Ut near hers. 

On the day fixed for' the marriage, t,vo fresh huts a.re 
erected, with theil' doors opening to the east, one being for 
the bride and the other for the bridegroolu. Strictly 
Rpeaking, this should be dUDe though they live in houses 
ill vi1Jages, as marriages 11l1.lsL e:t:hVHJS take plaee bpfore huts 
telnporarj]y put up, but these living in to,YllS have 11loStly 
-,----,~------ ---' ---~~ --' 

• This is called in KallllaQ3 as He,)unIZuda (ctS~,)WeJ), i. C.) agreement 

of llaU1l'S. 



given up this practice. The pa.rties are led to their huts 
and are anointed and bathed. They are then seated on 
piees of date mats and are besrneared with turmeric. 
After this, they have a dinner for the casten1eu. 

In the evening at about 6 the bride und the bl'ide­
groom are again anointed 3,~d bathed. Dressell in fresh 
clothes, they are made to sit facing each other on date 
nJats betweeu the two huts. The fringes of their gHl'lnents 
are tiecl too-ether, and between the conpJe t\VO llots (~Od~~ 

b • d \ 71~J) are kept on a date IHst and 1vorsluppe. '1 hey rest 
tIH_~ir hands on these pots, the h~nd of the bridegroolll 
being placed over tbat of the bride; and each ties to the 
other's ,Yrist a 1l.'l1nka~tll of woollen ana cotton threads twist· 
ed together and a tUflneric root, a betel leaf and a copper 
ring tied to it. Silniht)~ kank'ary,as are tied to the pots i·~]SO. 
'l'he couple are then led t.o the bride's house by the br·ide .. 
grooln·s maternal uucle or" a ~imilar relation. ~rhat night, 
the bride and thp bridegroom observe a fast. 

Early in the morning, the next day, the maternal 
nllele of either the bride or t.he bridegrOO1l1 \vho happeDs 
to IJe unma rried, cuts a branch of a ]V cr'a!e tree (PJ aln ho .. 
h~u<l, and place~ it at a well or a ,vaier Course. :E'ive 
pl'rSOll~, t,yO Inen and three ruarried 'vonlen, go there 
carrying two sacred pots and a light, fill the pots '\vith 
\rater, worship thcln and the piece of N craIe ,vood, and 
bring them to the bride's hut. This branch is fixed on a 
sma~l dais in frout of the bride's hut and t.he pots are 
deposited on a bed of rice spread near it. T\vo earthen 
dishes filled \vith cotton seed and castor oil are placed on 
these pots and lighted and kept but'ning till the dho/re is over. 
It is tbe belief that if these lights, styled 1nandapo.l dil)(L 
(~.)o~~~~l:1), burn steadjJy, the marriage will prove a 
happy one. A I~alas{t is also placed there on grains of 
rice spread in a lli~h, and p'lya is nlade to it, a cocoanut 
being offered and frankincense burnt. 

'rIte bride and the hridegrooln are no,y conducted to 
thi~ place and stand faciug each other, the bride looking 
to\vurds the east. 'rIle briuegroonl ties the tciti made of 
a string of black glass bead~ ronnd the bride's neck; and 
then they put handfuls of rice on each other's head. ~rhe 
lnarrject couple sit to a Comrnon meal (~~.), with the 
three \VOrnell and two men that have bl'on'ght the sacred 
t\vig and pots, in which cooked l'ice, plantains, jaggory anu 
ghee arc served to them. 
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After this they have -LValu{Jlt 'VhOll the bridegroom 
and the hride Rit together and offer to each other flowers, 
sandal, t.urmeric paste and lJan-sllp(tri, anu pour 8(ise or 
rice* on each other. Then with the fringes of their garments 
tied together, and holding each other by the right hands, they 
are taken to bathe. rrhey sit side by side on wooden 
pestles laid on the gr(lund and water is poured on them. 
rrhey go with wet clothes on and worship the Ne1'aJe twig 
by going round it thrice and falling prostrate before it. 

" The pot searching" ceremony takes place next. A 
pot decorated ""ith chnnam 1 ines is filled with red coloured 
\-vater, and pieceR of silver, copper and gold are thrown in it. 
The bride and the bridegl'oom are made to search for and 
pick out these pieces alternately. 

That evening the bride and the bridegroom dressed 
in rich clothes, and the girl profusely bedecked and crOWD­

ed with flowers go in state to a teInple and after ,,"or· 
ship return to the bride's hut, the procp.ssion being led by a 
rnarried \voman carrying a lamp on her bead. At the 
entra11ce of the hut, the \voman ,raves this lamp about the 
couple for \vhich service she receives a little present. 
The con pIe are then taken into the hll t, gi ven fresh clothes 
and served \yith food, ","hich they and the three married 
WOlnen and t\VO men referred to, must cat from the same 
dish. 'rhls is called the second Bunut (aJ~;;j)_ 

Then the lvera!e branch set up in t,he pandal. is remor· 
ed after pllja from its place. Before it~ removal, the 
castemen assemble and demand presents according to the 
means of the parties. '~hey begin sOlnetime~ as high as 
a hundred rupees, but by haggling the demand is reduced 
to about five or ten rupees- Occasionally when the parties 
are very poor, it is even compounded for a betel leaf and 
a nut. 

The bride and the bridegroolll are again besmeared 
with tnrmeric, and the nlother fills the girl's garment with 
presents consisting of dry cocoauuts (kopra) cut in halves, 
turrneric roots, betel leaves and nuts, five quarter-seers of 
rice and five hnrp:ts. They then rise froIn their spats with 
the fringes of their garlnents tied together and holding 

* Rice is believed to be thE' sign Ot plenty and the throwing of rice on 
the heads of the couple by way of blessing is meant to invoke prosperity 
and happiness on them. In every auspicious ceremony this is an impor. 
tant item. 
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each other's right hand. ~Phe bride transfers the presents 
into the cloth of the bridegroom, who keeps the rice and 
returns the rest to her. frhey salut~ the elders by pros­
trating before them and recei ve their congratulations ac­
companied \vith presents of lTIOney ranging from a two allna 
piece up\vards, though rarely going to rupees. The hut 
erected for the husband is then puI1ed dO\Yll and its 
materials and the domestic vessels contained in it are cal')ri .. 
ed to some distance by the bride, "pho also drives at t.he 
saIne tilne her busband's donkeys to the ne\v site. Rhe 
then puts up the hut again and with five marrie.o WOlnen 
\vIto accolnpany her, she fetches water from a \\rell, 
cooks fooel and serves it to all the guests. rrhis finally 
instals her in her new house as its Iulstress. 

This hut is again pulled down and those \\'110 brought 
the lunterials of the hut and th43 Inilk post tie thenl up in a 
bundle, which they sink in a pond or ,veIl. rrhey ar'e then 
dislnis~erl ,,~ith presentR of pffll .... ;Htpori and some money-

The alnount of bride pt·ice or tpra (or d/i in Telug'u) i5 
24 pagodas 0.· Rs. i:l, and in some pluces ~o paJ,!odas or 
Rs. (jO. It i~ said that sometil11es as Dllle1, as Rs. 100 
ha5 to be paid. On account of the general poyert.y of the 
ca~te, tJle f'ayruent is spread ovet' a large nlllnber of years 
a nd it is reported to be not UllCOnJIDOn fOl' a man to remain 
indebtpd to the fatnily of his fathet'-in-Ia w during his 
,,-hole life. Among ~orne farniliL's, particularly alllong the 
wandering portion of t he caste, the son-in-la,,' lives near 
hIs father-in-la\r's hut till a child is born to hirn. 

Among the morp civilized portion of the caste, half 
the Icta is paid at onc(', the renlaining half being paid at 
a subserluent date or at the consulnmation of marriage. A 
wido\ver marrying a virgin need not pay any additional 
atnount. 

The expenditure at a marriage of course greatly 
varies according to the means of the parties. In addition 
to the amount of terrI-, t he average for a family In ordinary 
\. which generally nleans, poor) circumstances, Il1ay be 
roughl.Y estimated t,o be twenty rupees for tuddy, t\venty­
five rupees as feeding char~e8, and twent,y .. five ruppes for 
clot.hes and r;l1ndry purpo3eR. 

Both pat,ties, especially that of the britlegroom, mllst 
snpply tllf~ casternan with drink every day, and any 
Otni8s~o~, to do so is resented and leads to quarrel. 
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\Vhen a gir1 attains puberty, she is COfl8idcred impure 
for four da.ys. During this period, she renlains outside tIle 
hougo or hut and a separate ,shed, rnade of green leaves of 
Lokh'ati plant is put up for her.. ~he is given a mat to Rit 
on, and a branch of .Elclca plant and an iron knife are kept 
al ways in the shed to ward off evil spirits, to \\rhose attacks 
she is considered specially liahle during the time. Among 
people living in villa({€s and to\vns, the c61'elnony of 
presenting- the girl with cocoanuts and ot,her things fiJJed 
in her garment, is observed ever'y evening. 

On the fifth day, two married WOlnen assist her to 
bat :10 and present her with l'an.supo'f'Z', tlried cocoanut 
1\p 1 ves and sonle dates and Bengal granl soaked in water. 
Green gram and rice are separately boiled and mixed together 
\vitb jaggory and lllade int0 balls of \vhich three are given 
to the girl to eat, the rest being given away to two boys 
and two girls. There is generally a dinnol' to the caste. 
'fhe girl takes only one meal during the day. 

In the case of a gir1 who has attained puberty beFore 
lnal'riage, consummation i~ delayed for three tllonths after 
tho (uarriage, at the end of ,vhieh the hn~band goes to his 
\vife's hut, a caRte dinuer is given, and luan and \vife there­
after live together. 

'Vido\v Inarriage i8 freely allowed, an(l a \voman may 
Inarr,Y as rnallY tinles as she pleases, py·ovided that at the 
tilne of every, subsequent marriage, her previous husbanil 
is either uead or has divorced her. 'rhe ceremony observed 
is very siluple. r['he head of the easte styled Nd!Jah~ is 
invited along with ot.her caste people. In the evening of 
the clay fixed, before the house of the WOlnan, her intended 
hl1sbaud presents her with ~l Hew cloth with or without 
some je\vels in addition. '1'he ha'f)(( presented to t.he caste 
by her previous husband a.t mal'riage, is }'cturned to 
his heir, and a silnilar sunl is now given to the caste by 
the lle\V husband. ~.ehe Nayak t.hen declares thetn husband 
and \vifc. The castemen are treated to a dinnor and are 
reg~led with toddy. The le"ta atnount paid to a \ridow 
varies bet\vcen from three pagodas to fourteen pagodas . 

.A. widow cannot marry her husband's brother, but 
ulay Inarry any other belonging to his division or sept. 
It ha~ been stated in one account that the e-econd hnsballd 
\v ho is allowed the concession of paying a low tel'a has to' 
snpport the children of the woman by her first husband, 
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tJhongh ,vhpll gT0W'1) np, they 1'0l"ert, tn the fatniJ,V of t.he 
first hushand. 

Divorce is permitted on accollnt of t.he wife's adultery. Divorce. 
'fhe <.livorced woman nlay Inarry hee paralnonr, the latter 
having to pay to the previons hn~hn.nd not only the tera 
amount paid by hiln, hut also the expen~es of Inarriage. 

Adultery \yith a lnan of a higher caste is gf1ncr'ally 
condolled, bllt entaiJs excommunic;lLion \V hen the ,vonlan 
bas gone astray '~rith a Juan of a lo\ver caste. It has been 
stateu that a nUtil of thi,,,; caste who attelnpts to oub'age 
the c.hastity of a lIJarried 'VOID an, i~ punislled by ha ving 
his head and \vhiskers cOIDpletely shaved, and paraded in 
the street seated on a she-don key, a paste of onions being 
previously applied to his halo crown, If he \vis h( s to rejoin 
the caste, he is fined the cost of a dinner 'with toddy to 
tbe cast.emen. 

rrh(~y ar'e not Ye!''y strict in nlat.tt'I\S of 8e.\ na1 III orality. 
But it is difficult to heLeve as Btated in a recont publica.tion 
that tilt·), s.,ll or plpdge their \vives" taking the In hack 
,; upon ('edemption of the pledge with nlJY cblldrell horn 
"ill the illterval al,d treating- thCIll ftS thol1f! II nothing 
"had happened."~ No trace of this practice as a 
custom, could be discovered by enquiries made in this 
State. It is likely that the observation is due to a hasty 
generalisation froln ~ome causes of sexual laxity cOIning to 
notice. But povertJY and a low standard of mOl ality ac­
count for the wives of criminals incarcerated for long 
terms accepting the protection of son~e olle else, and re­
turning to the husband. after his r"eturn. 

If a lHan has s('X(I:"} connection \\'ith ~nl unmarried 
gil-} and the fact b('C()JIIOS kno\vn to tl)("~ oaste, the pair will 
he tnarried under 10{17il:" fornl. 'I'h.; UHlIl pays some nne, 
which is spent in s'ljl[dying totldy to tIle castelllen, and 
giveR a dinnel'. rrhe lJtlil' l'ernain separate till they go to 
'l'irul'ati and have the cerenlollY called {aLa .. l)dln (riel~J~eJJ) 
perful'Jned. there. '1\vo or three casternen acoompany them 
to th(1 ternple tllPl'n. After worshipping at the shrine, the 
pril:'-'t tliroV\'8 So] Ile rice Oll the heads of the pair seated 
togt't~ll\r ,vith tllf'il' chilclren, if any, on either side. 'fhey 
tberl~ in tll,·jl' t 111'11, PI)I!I' rice on each other's hl~ads.. 'fhis 
f(ill.\' vnl;d;lt,.,~ t !l~lil' rnarriage, and the cJ,iJdren horn of 
thii3 \\:redlf1ek, \\"lu1t:l(q' llefore or after this Gel'l'IOOD,V, \vill 

- --"-" ------~---

:It N oteH on ()ri.uli nal Class by Mr. Mullaly. 
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be entitled to have their ma.rriages performed in the re­
gular fashion. The omission of th is ceremony is saicl to 
leave the children in the inferior status of Kudi/(t-J..'}alu 
(progeny of concubinage) and they are not allo\ved mar­
riage relations with those regularly born.* If a widow 
or a di vorced \VOnlan marries another, the form of Inarriage 
is 't-"l'tdil"c, but Rhe need not undergo tho lala-bnbl eel emony 
at Tirupati, as she has already undergone regular Inarriage 
once. 

Death cere- They bury their dead. As soon as life is extinct, 
monies. the body is washed and a Inark is put on the forehead 

nama if a male and lcunl';luna spot if a fSlnale. 'fhen it is 
00vered up in a new cloth and is carried to the burial 
ground on a bier huilt of bamboos. rrhe carriers must, if 
poss-iblA, be all related as agnates to the deceased. As 
usual, the bod'y is placed on the ground \vhen half-\vay to 
the burial ground, and the chjef mourner going round it 
three times from right to left, t breaks a new pot standing 
by tho head of the corpse, and thro\vs about cooked rice 
round the bier. Thereupon the carriers ch~\nge sides and 
take the body straight to the burial ground. TIley lower 
the bod'y into the pit, and the chief mourner puts the first 
handful of earth, the others all doing likewise after him. 
",Then the gra.ve i~ tbu~ closed up, the chief mourner goes 
round the gronncl ~·ith a burning faggot of ,vood and 
quenches it at the head side of the buried body.t rrhe 
body is buried with the head tnrned to the south and only 
the cloth in which the hony has been rolled up is buried 
along \vith it. Un the grave tlH~y leavo a quarter anna** 
coin which a Ho1eya takes for hirnself. The party re­
turn horne after bathing in a river or a well, and have to 
see a light kept burning at the place ,,"here the deceased 
expired. 

* This practice 1S in vogue only alu'Hlg the wandering portion of 
Korachas. 

t For auspicious ceremonies when one has to go round in token of 
showing respect or \vorship, one goes from left to right-in t,he wa.y the 
Sun lnOVes apparently in the sky.' In un 'l.uspicious ceremonies, such as 
death cerenlonies, one generally cil'cumalnbula.tes in tJhe contrary 01' 
apasnvyrL manner. 

t This is known ill Telugu as ta,lagm'ivi pette~li (~e)~J'jOg:)~~~~), 
-i.e, placing a faggot nJt the head. 

** This is called in Kanllada "elahciga (~v~rf) ~ nd is said 

properly to belong- to , a, CH~ste of men know!t as Sudug ad'l 8/dcZas 
(~~m~,)~~od.)) or Kat! Papas (~eJ;Oe>~W) ig 1'elugu~ The Holeya. 
con~cts this on b~half of t.he above and when they pay the Holeyas 
periodical visit~, the lat.tel' have to pay some amoun~ on thii aCL:ount. 
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On the third day, the chief mourner and some others 
of the family go to the burial gronnd and offer cooked rice 
and water to the deceased. Again on the fifth day, they 
similarJy offer food at the grave. It is believed that the 
Spil·it of the deceased is lingering- about in the bodies of 
crows \vhich should en,t up this food. T~his day all 
the agnates take a bat.h which renloves the pollution. At 
the end of a month or at a later date within tho third 
month, all the castpmen and relations are invit(\d to a 
dinner, and offerings of food are made to a l~(fl(u;a. set up 
in the name of the deceased. 

't'hey do not ob~erve :-;r{uldha~l), but during the Dasara 
or on the ~lahalaya new-moon c1ay-a Kftiasa is set np in 
the middle of the house, new cloths, if they can afford to 
buy them, are kept nr~ar it, and ]Jlljn is made to it hy bnrning 
incense and breakiug' n~ cocoanut in tbe nalnes of the 
deceased ancestors. 

Korach :18 lv-ere fornlerly a nomadic people, but many Social 
of them have no\,"" settled in towns and villages. They ha ve status. 

no recogniz~d head-quartet·s. 'l'he nOlnadic section arc es­
sentially a criminal class, figuring largely in dacoity, high-
way robbery and burgluL'.v. 'riley go about in gangs when 
on their criminal expeditions, and (lifferent gangs have 
f;ome means of keeping- themselves informed of the Inove· 
ments and places of rendezvous of th(~ir allied gangs, to 
,vhatever distance tlley 'may penetrate. 

I 

(rru-Korachas live in houses similar to those of other 
castes of theil· 0 wn standing, but the \valldering Korachas 
live outside the vil1ages in temporary buts of arched cover­
ing like the top of a country cart, the bent balnboos being 
~tuck in tho ground, so as to leave a breadth of ahout four 
feeL They encamp in groups and when they shift their 
places, they carry away their huts on their bnllo0ks. The 
thieving gangs generally select their pla~es for camping in 
the jungle. 

They have no objection to take into their- fold personS 
male or female, of other castes, such as Vakkaligas, Ba~a­
jigas or KllI'ubas, \vho are ad1l1ittedly highor in social 
scale. * SOIlIC aceonut1i say that the oonvert JTIust be one 
belonging by birth to the right hand group (18 PhaQa~), to 
,vhich the Korachas belong. Some ceremolly is observed 
at the time of admission. 'rhe candidate after a bath gets 

• It is ~aid that a. Brahman willuot be aclmittod into thei.t: cast~ .. 



his tongue slightly t.ouched \vith a hurnt piAce of gold or a 
lnargosa stick. SOlnetilne8 he has to fnva1l0\\" a little of tur­
meric and soapnllt paste. He gets nrtJ,a Rnd prasddfl in a 
teruple, and after,vards gives a dinner to the c:lstemen, \vith 
wholn he a]so eats sitting in the same line, after the headman 
has puhlicly announced hjs admission. In the evening the 
castemen are generall'y regaled ,vith toddy at the expense of 
the new-comer. 

'rhey are not required to ctnploy Brahlnans for their 
rTlarriages or any other ceremonial purposes. But sOlne of 
thern, settled in to\VDS, occasionally call in Brahrnans chiefly 
as a tnark of respectability, and when any Bralllnan does go 
to rninister to them, he is not subjected to any social disability. 

In social position, they rank very lo\v, although they 
belong to the rigbt hand group of castes known as the 
Eighteen PhaI)as. In the bell and the spoon, the iDsigni a of 
the fi~ighteen Phat)as which is always kept in the custody of 
the Chalay~\,di,* the profe~sional sylnbol of the Kopachas, 
n:lll1('ly, the ~plitting k 11 ife, is engraved, Hnrl the Chalayadi 
carries the insignia in t,heir processions and othei' solemn 
occasiolls. 'rhe '{{ornellas al e alhnitted only into the outer 
portiOtiS of the houses of ljralnnans, and actual bodily 
contact ,vith them is avoided. "Then a congregation of 
an the castes takes place in a temple, the KoraclJ3s occupy 
a place only next above the Nayindas (barber:;;) and Agasas 
(washprmen) and do not enter the inner portion of the temple. 
rrhey can live In the same gnartel- of the village which otber 
non-Brahlllan classes occupy, but in larg'e towns they 
nsuaUy have separate quarters. They are lower in status 
than the 1IedaR, another class of workers in baln boo. 
'rhe Korachas who follow this pl'ofe~8ion can be singled 
out from tbe Medas fronl the absence of TJ'is/da Ot' trident 
engraved in their (Korachas') knife. As regards dining, 
the only classes \vho eat in the houses of Korachas are 
Ho leyas an d 1\1adigas. 

They eat sheep, goats, pigs, the larg~r species of the 
lizar'd class and fish of all kinds.. They do not ea.t beef or 
kill snakes a.nd monkeys. They inClnlge rather excessively 
in drink~ using both conntl'Y and foreign liquor. 

:I Chalavadi. whu is a Ho1eya in caste, is the servant of the group 
of castes coming' under the Ji:ighteen P}llJ,lnt~. He i~ the custlldian of 
the symbol of tliis section, the hen and the iadle, on which are engraved 
the several insignia of the castes composing it. 
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The Urn and other settled divisions of the Korachas Tribal or­
have a SetH and a Yajulan as their tribal functionaries, ganizatioD. 
who enquire into and settle their disputes. Their presence 
is necessary in aU marriage and other ceremonies. They 
are said to belong to t.he right hand division, that is, Eighteen 
Phal)Qs and as such are under the jurisdiction of the Desa 
Setti .. 

The wandering Koracha.s are divided Into several gangs 
at the head of each of which is a Ndyak or headman. rrhe 
olliee of thig man is not hereditary but goes to the IDost 
competent among them. He commands much respect in 
the comrnunity and settles all the disputes among 
them. 'Vhen they divide their predatory gains, the Nayak 
gets an extra share and in return, it is incumbent on 
him to use every endeavour to obtain the release of any 
one of the gang that may be caught and c~st in prison, and 
to rnaKe proper arrangement for the maintenance of the 
convices wife and children. Periodically members of all 
the gangs meet at a known rendezvous and settle their 
caste disputes. Snch meotings continue for several days 
and the toddy and arrack shops in the vicinity drive a 
good tra de. 

The general Hindu law is applied to tbeln in matters rnherita:a.ce 
of inheritance. But in the C.jS'.~ of those not regularly 
settled in towns, they rarely have property sufficient to 
raise any questions of dispute, and as snch property that 
they have is generally of it kind not to bear too close an 
investigation as to its origin, t.he disputes are generally 
settled arnong themselves. The father seems to be regard-
ed as having rnore power than under the ordinary lavY, 
and the Mons ar'e not allowed to claim a share against h15 
wish. 'rhey settle disputes by caste Ineetings: - and the 
decisions are enforced by pain of social ostracisnJ. 

'l'he divisions named above, are occupational. Urn Occllpation. 
Korachas used to trade in earth salt and even now in t.he 
places where it is prepared, they buy it up from the IJ ppa­
ras or salt makers and retail it to the villagers. rrhe trade 
however has almost disappeared owing to the competition 
of sea salt. No\v they have settled down to agriculture, 
and are hardly distinguishable from the other a~ricnl­
turists, unJess it be from the soothsaying and tattooing 
which their wonlen still practise. The Koracbas of this 
division are also known as Dabbe or Bamboo Korachas, and 
they make mats, winnows, sieves, cradles and baskets of aU 
kinds and sizes. The G ha~~ada or U ppu Koracbas \V'ere also 

o 
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formerly great traders in salt. Before the country was opened 
up by railw'ay comnlunication, they used to ply between 
the sea.,coast and the interior with droves of pack bullocks 
and a~ses, on the hacks of \vhich their merchandise of salt 
and gr lins was transported. They nsed to travel from 
place to place ,vith salt in caravans with their ,varnen and 
children, carrying the materials of their huts along with 
them. But irnproved roads and means of transport have sadly 
encroaohed on their main lawful occnpation, and has driv­
en thelll more than eyer to thieving \vhere they have 
not settled down to agriculture. In some places, however, (as) 
f. [I., A vani, in the ~lulbagal r:raluk, Kolar District) they 
still. adhere to their old profession and buy inlported salt 
iu fairly large quantities in weekly fairs, and sell it in 
retail in tIle surrouncling villages, thus making a scanty 
Ii ving for themselves. 

The Korachas are inciuded under the crinlinal tribes 
and are placed under surveillance. They generally take 
great precautions in carrying ont gang robbet'ies, posting 
sentinels and overawing the inhabitants of the village 
from giving help to their victims. They train their youths 
in the arts of lying, and subject them to the discipline of 
suffering pain without lvincing, so that they rnay not 
easily betray their accomplices when caught~ Burglaries 
and robberies on a large ~cale are often the work of 
Korachas, and to strike terror into the bearts of the 
yil1:1gel's, they sometirnas carry torches with theln. * '['hey 
are also adepts in cattle-lifting. 1'helr 'VOlnen sOlnetilnes 
go abont hawking baskets and professing to read fortnnes, 
and collect information as to th~ lnoRt suitable houses for 
attack. 

Tattooing is done by the women of the I{oracha caste~ 
'Vornen are their patrons generaJly, though occasionally 
lllen sn bnlit thenlselves to tlle operation." ,:rhe tattooers 
" generally use pigments of black and green colour, rat'ely 
"of blue or dark green colours. They pr'epare tJlcRe 
" pigments by ollxing with tlH-~ juice of certaln plants or 
"herbs fine charcoal powdt:r~ obtained by burning- a coeoa­
"nut Rhcll and po\vdering it finely, or lamp-black or Root, 
" and adding to the mixture, before it is nsed, either hreast 
" mil k or ,vater OJ' both. "t 
, • ~ee Ahbe OUbdis on the customs and manners of the Hindus, 

.". ~6.;o7·as to the manner ot their carrying out their nefariou:-; tratle. 

t ~. + ~~~~j •• ~~.'f~~..1 :(J~~s ,R6~O~'~' 1901, in w hieh an excellen t accoll nt 
cjf·~att~,.mg rs:g .. veu~ .J • • I j " .' 

() 
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.A fter the tattooing operation is over, the Koracha 
1YOll1a 11 a~ks for and gets some chillies Hnd a litt Ie salt which 
she ,vaves round the tattooed portion repeating a forrnula 
\v hicll means that by the help of snch and such a god, the 
effect of evil eyes cast on the tattoo, by the by-standers 
Hnd others including the \VOn1an herself, be relnoved. 
Tllen she Slnears this portion with turmeric powder. This 
is ~aid to prevent the tattooed portion from s,velling. 

The designs employed in tattooing are very varied, 
flowers, birds and plants being the most usual. The 
Kor~ch.t \roman general1y keepa a book in which are drawn 
a nnTnlJer of figure~, which she submits to the patient for 
selecti".g the pattern. There is a g-radllated scale of charges 
fer each design. In addition to these modes of living, they 
engage thelnselves in catching edible birds for sate or con­
Slllnption by themselves. They catch birds by means of 
snares o:r nets and sometimes by placing gum on the roosts. 
The,voulon sornetimes gain a pittance by begging at the 
doors of others. 

In the Census Report of 1901, the Korachas are Religion .. 
classed as animists. Animism has been defined as H the 
belief y{ hich traces everything in the world, from thp, greater 
natural p hell Oluena to the various diseases and mis-
fortunes 'W hich afflict mankind, to the action of numberless 
indeterlHinate, powers or influences, alllong which, on the 
theo,"y \vllieh gi ve8 rise to the name, the souls of departed 
chiefs and ancestors arc supposed to occupy a prominent 
plac?" 'fhese distinctions are not, at any rate so far as -1)UJJI9::)~iM 
tht' population of thIS ~tate i~ concerned, exclusi vely a ppli. r ·~lJ() 
cable to a,ny class or caste. The perforrnance of Sraddhas, 
and oth~r similar ceremonies shows that tJle hig hest cla~ses ' 
al'e not free from this belief. But as we go d own in the 
scale, the belief in spirits and the practice of offering '","01'-

ship to them is found to aSSllme nlore and nlOl'e importallce~ 
KOl'u,cha class can hardly be regarded as pure animists as 
theil' principal god is V cllkataramal):1 of Tirl1pati, COlll-, 

monly known arnong thelll as Tirupati rrirnmappa.. They' 
go qU pilgrimage to this shrine periodically, and as noticedr 
alr(>ady, any informal union of an unmarried girl with;ft!; 
mail 111 lIst 1) ... , confirmed by the perfornlance of the nJarr~a,((~, 
rite there. .-

'rile names of the chief female deities ,vorshipped by' 
tlle:iJ HI'e IJurgamlna, 1Vhit'arrllna, Halagalnma, ~1atlHlnq­
an] i rtU, Ganganllna, 1\1 ad l] llra-IIl rna a nu Y e llan11J18. rrhe 
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worship of a spirit known as Munlsvara, is very common in 
the caste. They offer sheep :lnd goats to these deities and 
they eat the sacrificed animals. Each of their settJements 
contains a hut or other structure dedicated to one of these 
local gods, and they conduct the puja in their own nUlnner. 

They observe no fasts but keep some of the principal 
feasts of tiJe Rind us, snch as, the nc\v-year's-day, (i-clnri 
feast an(i N avaratri. Saturdays are devoted to the wor­
ship of V en katararnaI).a. All of them, \\~bether belonging 
to the wandering or the settled section, bathe on that day 
and if a, Vish\lll t.emple is near at hand, they go there and 
offer fruits and flowers and get. pro.sddrt hefore they eat 
their food. 

rrllt~y have fa1th in sorcery, hut they consult no sooth· 
sayers. As the Koracha WOIneD are professional soothsay­
ers) their waHt Ot faith in thpir own trade is significant. 
But they have an implicit belief in omens, and it i:s said 
that, ,vhenever the Korachas pl'OpOHe going on their depra­
datory excursions, they offer p(ija at their temple and -pray 
to be favored with good luck. The omens and the signi­
ficance at tached to theln are the sam e as for other castes 
'who Rhare the superstition, and they are such as the chirp­
ing of a lizard, sneezing, and the crossing of snakes, cats 
and other au ilnais, \v hen one starts on any busine~s- Indeed, 
there is a reguiar code of omens on which the eJder lIJeln­

bers are an authority, and the rules are even collected in 
printed books. 

Koracbas get themselves tattooed. A \voman may get 
tattooed any tifDe before she becornet:) a Inother. It is said 
tha.t at the time when l"ihe get.s tattooed for' the first 
time, her paternal aunt is invited to a dinner. She is pre· 
sented with a Dew sddi and the day is observed as a feast. 
As regards dress, (nen ,vear short drawers, a turban and an 
upper cloth and sometimes a coat. They put on ear.rings 
styled A16thnltru1)u (d.)tts dJJrj.)~) and silver bangles 011 the 
wrists.. 'Vomen "\vear a .sddi, but not a ravil-e, but alnong 

U ru and SOl}.ai Korachas ,vornen wear this article of dress 
also. The wandering Koracha women put on garlands of 
glass beads profusely. 
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, 11otl~(' 01' faJnily name's t of t.hc Korach88 . 

1 . J /I i 1}(~ (~~'t) 
2 ... IIIIIHtJ r i (~oa).»~) ) 
3 
4 

Jltt!/flga (w..,~rt) 

IJan4i (~~) 
a Chftlda1-11 (t&oddJ) 

1)6~ari (~O) 

7 Gttjjalu (rb~fJ')) 

[( am1lrt Ce!o~) 

KJuiriri (lJ~t:))) 

10 1~6s((ri (~~) 

1 1 
1~ 

1 . t .) 

lrlallrln (d,)~ VJ) 
1\/et adal", (o:1JodtJJ) 

.llat"tunri no (dJd;:1s.a~J\ 

1·1· J'10!(/, (~~) 
10 l}eHtUllat/i (~~dJ~. 

16 Pu!u (~ .. ~~ 
17 
18 
19 

20 
~1 

P.II&ro.'nul (~drl.») 

'Ita!li fa I'll (C~t!dJ) 

U liyllt6lu (tN()rllil~vJ) 
llyyd/i (eJ\,cZs.cOl)) 

V eHLudri (~t~Jj~) 
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