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BEDAS. 

The Bcgas fj~~d~ called Bayi f3Ji~d).l in Telllgn awl 
Vcuan d'~~r in Tamil number according to the latest Cen­
sus 241,!)UO, comprising 12:3,345 males and 121,645 femaleR, 
Of these about three-tenths are in the Chitaldrllg District 
and three-tenths in the Kolar and Tumkur Districts to­
gether, the rest being in the remaining five districts. 

'L'he name Na!ftlkn (~OOJ~ chief) or N'I!Ja!' Imamak1.-a!1I 
("'"OOJ~~ o::iJ~~) chief's children) is sO!lletimes applied to 
this cnste, They also style themselves as the mcmbers 
of Valmiki's family or memb~rs of Kannay.va'R caste, 
Gnriklll'fl (r!)tI~d a marksman) and Kimtrt (;o,,~ the cl'l1el) 
are often given as their nicknames. 

IlPdn (fj{~) sometimes written Bi!lrtdrr (~oo~ti) is a cor­
ruption of the Sanskrit word Vyarlha (o:r.l<il'i') meaning n hu nter 
and shows what the original occupation of the caste was. 
'rhey call themselves in Telngu Dora-In'(lc!abl (king-'s children) 
and ocel'lsionally as Pd!yegal's, the latter appellat,ion bein((' 
appropriated as man,Y of these who gathered a larger band 
of predatory followers than lIsnal l'lrOlmd them, succceded 
in setting themselves up in the troublous days of the com­
mon diflsolution of authority during ~he two or three centu­
ries preceding the last, as Palyegars or chiefs of a Palya 
(:i~y'J) or a settlement, 

'l'he connection with Valmlki is founded on a tradi 
tion that the great author of the epic Ramayana was 0 

this caste before his conversion, He was a highway 
robber of more than uSllal rapacity, and when llf) attacked 
the 8age Vasishta, the latter :,;howed him the sill of his 
bad life and proved its worthlessness even in a worldly 
sense, when his own wife for whom he had been uncler­
going all this risk, declined to share the accountability 
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fat· his sins. 'rhe man was so ignorant that he coulcl not 
pronounce the holy name of l{ama and the teacher hall to 
adopt the expedIellt of making him repeat mam (a tree in 
Kannada) in rapid succession, to make him meditate about 
Rruno. As a rmmlt of his IOllg meditation, the I'epenting 
hunter and rabbet' got divine wisdom, and was able to 
compose the grand epic that has obtainecl such renown in 
the world. He subscC)uently had twelve sons who are 
claimed to be the progenitors of the present cast.e. It is 
hardly necessary to add that all this hal:! no support in the 
Ramayana itself. Perhaps its germ ill to be found in the 
statement therein, that, being induced by Nal';lcla and Brnh­
mato compose the immortal epic, the ltishi Valrniki 
threw himself into }'uua-Samlulhi, when all the facts of 
Hama's earthly career became as clear to him as a 
fruit held in his palm of his hand, amI enabled him to 
compass his end. 

Another ingenious explanat.ion is given of the term 
Valmikaru as applied to Beelus, which says that they are 
so called because dllring- the fi!'tlt l'.lins of the year they dig 
ant-hills, take out winged ants therern and eat 
them. 

As some of the names of the cast(~ llllIuistakably indi­
cate, the Be,,1m; were originally a wild tl'ibe living in jll!1.!!:Ies 
and monntains and support.ing thelllsolvetl by hunting. 
'l'hey used to infest the highways for robbery and wet'e 
considered fit instruments for all acts of rapine and cl'llelty. 
Hence they were known as Kirritas (&~~ the cruel). A. story 
of K annayya, an eponymous leader of t,his caste, is of SOllJe 
significance as showing the original occupation of the caste 
or at any rate its ideal. He was a devotee of Siva and was 
finding fault with the u~'llal . form of wOI'ship in which the 
worshipper placed a dish of food hefol'e his gocl hut subse­
quently ate it himself. When, in order to test, him, God 
tliva surprised him in an inaccessible jungle ill the guise of 
a hungry guest anel asked for food, he was offered some 
meat of an animal killed in the jungle, and when after a 
while tho gnest was in dauger of losin?,' an eye frum disease, 
Kannayya plucked ant his own and offered to replace the 
poor wayfarer's lost organ. Siva was of comso grati­
timl 3nel offerc(l the elevotee some boon. Rut he was quite 
content with his lot and would have none of it. He had 
all that he wall tl'd , a gruel in au eartltUll pot, chihll'on 
round a common earthen eating platt·, a lmruing faggot 
for light. allrl a highway for robbery, what more needed he? 
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'l'heir early habits well fitted them for the army of 
which in late!, times they became a most important ele­
ment. Thoy wer'o lar·gely om!Jloyed in tho rallk and file 
of the armies of Vijianagar Empire. They gra'Jually spread 
to the south, and by the time of Hyder Ali, they not ollly 
constituted the pick of his arIDy, bnt many of the caste had 
set themselves up as petty chiefs known as Palyegal'H who 
had also men of the same ClLste in their armies. n llchanan 
writing in 1800 says of them ;-

Throughout these hills (ncnr jlayndi, BClnU"lo'fC District), which 
extend northwa.rd frc1ill C(Jpalac/nrytl, >em Illauy cultivated s[lots ill 
which during 'l'ipp"o', governmellt were settled many n"yc/a,'" or 
hunters who received twelve l,af/od", (£4-.Js) " year >11HI served;Ls 
irregnlar troops whellever rp'luired. Being accustomed tu pursue tigers 
and dcer in the woods, they were e,;ccllent lUf.rksmel1 with the.ir match­
locks, and indefatig-able in followiug their prey; which in the time 
of war, waB the life and prop<-rty of every helpless creature that caTlle 
ill their way. During the wars of Hyder and his son, these meu were 
chief instrument. in the terribl9 depradations committed in the lower 
Ca.rnatic. 'I hey were abo frcq uently employed with success against 
the l'olyu!lClr., whosc followers were men of a similar descriptioll. At 
prc,cnt, as they receive no pay, they are obliged to apply more closely 
to agriculture; for in that way they alway" employed their IClHure; 
and t,llere is a prospect of their becoming- a 4uiet and illdustrious people 
althollgh they still retain their arms and all anxious desire fur 
plullder. 

With the advent of more peacef'll time8, thi8 expecta­
tion ubol1t the lu.bits aUf] OCCl! pation of these people has 
been fully realized. MUlIY of them are employed as village 
watchmen or 1'atal'is, amI also find employment as peons 
in the Police and [{evenue Departments of Govel'l1meut. 

They seem to be originally a 'l'clugu speaking people, Language . 
. but after long settlement, thos~ of the Kannada districts 
have adopted that language as their mother tongue. 

'l'he following endogamolls divisions are found in 
caste:-

the Endoga­
mous divi­
sions, 

(Tnt ]]611£8 (1Md.l rj~~:l.l) caHell in Tulllgll, Ohinl/(( Boyi~ 
('13~ rjJi(ctJ,) OJOlOltJ",,). 

Myrim Bf:t,l1/8 (;;j~3,.:l tj(~tI,)) Sometimes called Pcrldo J]oVi.~ 
(£0

0 
rjJitctJ,) mo~;,) all{l Chenchus (~O~.lW). 

(Jn1-i8i or (f'/u!ltt [JOt/os (r!J~~ 2S~~dJ) c:n.lled rtl,;o ri.lo~13JiMJ 
~o~~ and nicknamed \t9~ ~~~Je;;;;J,lvJ",) (eI'oss-hltmllc,d). 

M aremrnant( 1J6r!(/.~ (~SO~;;j.le;:S 13t~tI.l) alw called Mut!lrtl­
ammf[ or Ul'llIne l1t!t/rts (;;j).l~Jv;;j.le t91pOJil erotl.lo:'l;) 2S(~dJ) 

and Sf/riCO'll, BMos (~dr.l tj~<ir.l.l). 

n2 
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ITdln DMas (00.11J) tj~~d)}. 

lIfondn Bering (;SJi)O~ tjt~d)). 

rt'here are a few more rliviRions fluch flfl those named Ba­
riko ('/.J"O~), Oo/iY(l (~Ji)t?r!), Gnlld'll(ll)(!jn (7~q,e.J'/.J;,I1J). Mlulrlaln 
(OJ',l)zlQe.J,l) and [Jatra (:r:l&.l)) which are returner! as endogamons. 

It i", however, probable that they are nothing but 
synonym" of one or another of the (livisioTlB nlre:trly 
mentionecl. 

f 
U rll Bedas are by far the largest division of the 

caste, fmd are so cfllterl because of their residence in 
towns and villages, unlike, for example. Monda Redas, 
a wandering tribe, who are beggars !:J.y profession. 

Myasa Bedas are found mostly in the Chitaldrng 
District. They profess to derive their nallle from 
IJLeslin (;:!,l~~), a goat, the name of the tirdt sign of the 
Zodiac, Aries. They form an interesting division and have 
some pecnliar customs such as circumcision, and ab­
staining from eating fowls and pigs. 'l'hey lived most.ly in 
jnngle~ till recently; many have since taken to living in 
towns and villages. It deserves to be a:lcertained how 
far their castoms have been moulded bv MusslIlman in­
flnences. They seem to be the same as< the forest tribe 
known as Chenchus. 

Gudisi or gndlu Bedas (Ii.)~~, Ii.)"?, 1.3~~d.)) are so called 
on account of their livin'S in rlllrilu or temporary huts. 
They are an inferior division. 

'1'he significance of the t2rm ::-:ladfll":t Be9a could not 
be ascertainell. The appellation of Halu Hedas (i.r. milk 
~edas) is used to indicate their sllperiol'ity to other divi­
SIons. 

Monda* Bedas are said to be the descendants 
of a lllan of the Mandala (o:!.lozll1J) exogamous section, who 
through ignorance married a girl of the same section. ThiR 
was discovered too late and the couple were expelied from 
the village and were made to live outside,-eking out 
their livin~ by beggary. Even now persons of this divi­
sion never ent~r the houses of GtE: other Bedas, and 
they are not allowed to beg from the people of the Mandala 
sect,ion. 
---------~~--------------------------.----

• Mon9a. (oS ... o~) mea.ns in Kannada, an indolent or rude or obsti-
nate fellow. 



The caste i" lli\'irled into a, numbel' of exogamous 
divisions, and their illtegl'ity is kept up with the utmost 
scrupulousness. The tradition regarding the origin of these 
divisions is as follows:-

The descendants of Valmiki by his twelve sons fell 
ont with one another and had a fight amongst thernsal ves, 
in the course of which many lives were lost. The eldest 
of these SOIlS called l\Iandala-Manibattu-Razu (~,)o~v~,)~"/.J~ .. 
~~) hearing of tbe carnage, went to the scene of the 
quarrel to reprimand them. The 0ombat;lnts were afraid 
of meeting him and fleeing from the place hid themselves 
in various p 'ace'>.· After a Real'ch they were di6covered, 
some hidillg under washerman's tubs, some in ant-hills, 
some in hills and such othel' places. The chief divided them 
into separate groups, distiuguished each by the hiding 
place of its representatives, hilllself becoming the head of 
the Manda division. Even now on marriage and other 
occasions, a tambala is given in the name of Mandalamani­
battu Razu and so,netirnes in that of his servant also who 
belonged to the Ankila section. Some of the eXO":lIllOUS 

divitlions are nameu in the appendix. 

There arc said to be altogether 10) such divisions, but 
the llallles of all of thcm could not be a~cel'tained. Most. of 
them are apparen t,ly totemistic an<l as usnal bea t· .the names 
of plants and animals. BIlt except in a few instances,-not 
howevel', quite authenticated, no special I'egard setJms to ue 
paid to thf' particular· toteln!; in any respect. 

'fhere are no hypergamolls divisions. 

The names of children a: e genorally taken either from 
those of their household gods or of their ancestors. In 
some families on the 5th or the 7th day of the birth of a 
child, an (,lderly woman consults a Korama woman, pro­
fessing to ue a soothsayer, as to the name to be given to 
the child. Th'l KOr:Lllll1 womall, n.fter COllSlIltiug her signs 
in her Ufmal mallnCl', gives out the' nBme, which generally 
happens to be the nallle of the family god or of an ancestor 
of the child':;; parents. Onl.Y one name is giVfHl; but 
sometimes an additional name is tacked on just before 
marriage if a match otherwise agreeablo to all parties, 
is fonnd not t.f) answer the tests of astrological calcu­
lation. 

Exogamous 
divisions. 

Supersti­
tions in 
names. 
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Ther':) are no names specially appropriated by this 
caste; t he follow i ng ;no given as examples of common 
names occnrring therein :-

Male 
Kadil'iga ('5'1:)Orl) 
Srr11ji vir (.,;!oz3~~) 
Mdm (~~) 
B()l'a (~,Ji~o) 

Naga (0J'l~) 
[(onr!1l (~Jilo~) 

Female 
Karliri ('5'1:)0) 
Sa?~if ni (";!oz3(:::» 
Bommi (~Jil:::>i!l' 
(J'Di (~~) 

Yen·i (cm~) 
Ohawlrl?lllll(! (~~~~~) 

Nicknames are given either to denote occupation or to 
describe size and appearance, such as· jl'vulll Vllt/n a 
c<)whel'd; Gur,'rr/oc}u (~Jil~dJil~~~) sheep tender; Chevvlllot/n 
(~o;lJ~~~J) long eared; JlI6todn (~Jil~~"'~~) dwarf 

A child born after the parents have sucoessively lost 
a unmoer of children in childhood, is thrown on a manure 
heap placed on a sievc and taken back. Sometimes it is 
thrown 011 its face. lts right nostril is bored and a nose 
screw put on. 

Names like the following are given to snch children :-­
'l'ippa (~;::1.); 'l'ipIJi (e~.) a manure henp; Bri,L! (?Jo>o",) Nri)'/i 
(~.S,) thrown on the face; Gllnda (~~o~) (}II Ii di (r(JO~) 

ronnel stone; Pnlldl'1(7()r/lr (~~~'5'Jdti~~J) thro';\'n-out leawR; 
l-'Ili/"!!df.h (;::1otl'til) foreig-ncr; P(irpsi (:o.O'~il) one cast out; 
Ad'nJi (~~:::» jungle; [{alill ('5'~) stone; Gi(Z,I:t1l (I\~rl) hawk; 
Krrtiglf (v.IJ~) a man of the cle"ert; Ja wnl!ln (e::l.roo.cm) 
or Yama, the god of death; 811chchrvridn (.,;!2{,eOlOl~) one 
likely to die. 

·When an unusual number of girls at'e born in suc­
cession, the last, born chil(i is given the nallle of S(/llialllma 
(~O~~~e) or SI/kamma (m'5'~~), these lJameR llIeaning that the 
female children are enough and are no mOre needed. Tbe 
helief is that thereafter no female children l\"'Quld be horn, 
and if the mother gives birth to any chilclren at all, they 
would all be male ones. The saying IS" m"'~ m'5'~ ~o~~'lg 
15~'5'~ 15t'5'~ ~~~f0f0" which means that S aufamnU18 (denoting 
female children) al'e enough and nellarnnu(/s (standing 
for males) are wanted. 

Marriage. Polygamy is al1ow(~d though a s a matter of fact, it is 
rarely resorterl to except when such reasons as hnrrenness, 
or incurable disease, of the first wife exist. Polyandry is 
unknown. 
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A marriage is either regular or irregular, the latter 
is held somewhat in lower reputo and iK variously known as 
I{udilcc (''''Ji~~ union), Si1'll(lilce (hl{O"~, the giving of a 
woman's garment as a present by the man). 

Marriage in the section to which either one's own 
mother, paternal grandmother or maternal grandmother 
belongs, is allowed, providod this section is different fmm 
that of the person. The only other formula not covered by 
the rule of exogamy is that the boy and the girl should not 
be related to each othel' either by affinity or by analogy 
as brother and sister or parent and child. 'l'wo sisters 
may he mal'ried by one lJJan, and two brothers may marry 
two sisters. Man'lage with an eh1er sister's daughter is 
sanctioned, but one may marry a younger sister's daughter 
only when inevitable, as when a widower cannot procure 
any other girl to marry. A sister's daughter may lJe marri­
ed to a man's son, in which case thp, man himself cannut 
marry another daughter of the same :'lister. 

Marriage is generally of adults, though infants are 
often so united. A woman may remain without marriage 
all through her life, though few or none do so by choice. 
A woman flying without marriage is carried by men with­
out a bier and interred with the face downwards, no fu­
neral ceremonies being observed. 

l'he negotiations for a reghlal' marriage are carried on Ceremonies 
by the parents or guardians of the parties, the initiative o£maITiage. 
being ~enerally taken by the male's side. The astrologer 
is consulted and where the horoscopes are wanting, the 
stars correKponding to the first letteI'fl of the names of the 
parties according to a settled convontion, are taken as 
representing the nativity of the plrties. If they are 
pronounced to be suitable, a day is fixed by him and the 
contracting parties exchange betel-leaves with nuts as an 
earnest of their agreement, in the presence of the elders. 
The girl is given a present of a cloth and a feast is 
geuerally held. After this the girl cannot be given in 
marriage to another without the consent of the other 
party. 'l'his preliminary event is however non-essential 
and is often omitted or considerably shortened. 

The ceremonies of marriage proper begin with Devar­
uta or god's feast. Five new earthen pots painted red and 
white are brought from the potter's house and some date 
fruits, uncooked rice, and dhall, glass bangles and some 
other articles are placed in each of them, with an oil light in 
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each of the earthen dishes covering them as lids. 'l'hese pots 
with a l.;alilso, (i.e. a ;;mall metallic vessel with a cocoanut 
over it) art) placed in a room set apart for the purpose and 
wor;;hipped a~ reJ1l'eseuting the marriage deity. A dinner 
also i~ gi ven, sheep or goats being specially killed for the 
occaSlOn. 

On the second day, ('hllppnm or marriage booth is con­
stl'udell. This should have twelve posts of which one is 
called the rnilk ]iU8t or m:n'l'iage pillar' allli Rliollicl b(1 green 
woo.l of the mango or H (ilItVtif)'~ trre. Tn the n i g-ht, the bride's 
party t'('lpail' to a place outside the town, where all a spot 
wUt;hed with cowdung water, they place cooked food on 
three plantaill leaves n8 an offering, and consecrate it with 
water dyecl red with saffroll and lime, and return home 
without looking back. 

Oil tlie thin1 day, the bride lLllll bridegroom are bathed 
in their respective hf}\lses. They arc -"eated on plank 
seats an(l are besmeared wi th saffr'on, and the ceremony 
is known a~ ~ti~;;l "6"~ or tlw s;lffl'On ceremony or ;jJd;j~'rl 
15"~) or bride or bridegroom ceremony. 

The fourth is the chief day of the cel'eruony. 
Early in the moming the bridegroom is brought to the 
bride's honse. He i,; made to sit by the side of the bride. 
The villag(~ barber comes and pares the nails of the bride 
and bridegroom. Then t,he couple are given a bath 
called mail: nlrll in Kanllada. and to4a Hi/!u in 
Telng-n. 'rhey stand one stooping over the other, and some 
married women paUl' water from fonr vessels. After this 
the hridegroom is sent out with a party to a place outside 
the village and sits under a tree. From there ~1 pro­
cession of the people of his party go to the bride's house, 
taking wit,b them in a bamboo box jewels and cloths in­
tended for her and other snndry articles such as rice, fruit 
and other euible articles, which they present to the bride. 
rrhen her party go in procesBion led by a married woman 
c:ll'l'yin,Q' a koll1S,1 in her hand. They in their tllrn bring 
to (,II{' ])J'i(\egTf}om clot.hs, toe-ring~, bh((.~hin(ll/, or the 
rna]']'i;I~'(' O'Il'Ollot and other presents. Tho iJri<leg'I'OOIll 
put,; Oil all tbe~c tilings allll holding a dagger is taken t.o the 
11l:l.!'l'i;'.Q'l'I),;oth. 'rhe two parties meet ncar the lllarriage 
paviliun,; and a show of resistance is offered by each party 
thl'O\vil',c;' Imlf-jJoU1ltie(l rice (eallod ~Zl.)o'\) at the other. 
Tille bl'idegroom i';i COI1(lllcted to the lluH't'iage dais and 
is made to stand there. In the meantime the bride is 
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decorated and is brought to the pandal with the bhd8hinga 
and placed standing opposite the bridegroom with a cloth 
held as a screen between them. The Purohit is then called 
in, and the bride and bridegroom throw on each other's 
head some cum mill seed and jaggory, the girl if small in 
stature being held up by her maternal uncle or other near 
relative. 

The tali* is toucllod by all those present, and the bride­
groom with the countenance and blessing of the men as­
sembled, ties it rouud the neck of the brido. Both the bride 
and the bridegroom tie tho kn1!kanat to their wrists and 
stand facing each other. Their hands are joined together 
and hold a cocoanut on which milk is poured first· by the 
parents of the bride, and then by those of the bridegroom, 
and then by the whole assembly. 

The married couple then sit sido by side with the 
fringes of their cloths tied together. Some elderly married 
women besmear them with saffron and put ovel' them 8ese, 
that is rice from both their hands first on the knees, then 
on the slioulllenl and then on the heaus of the happy couple. 
The a~"embly then disperses after the distribution of Pan-
811pU'/'l. 

In the evenillg the couple are shown the star called 
Arundhati. t 

Another ceremony that takes place that day, is that of 
partaking of a)~;::)'J or common meal. Two or three persons 
from both sides sit together and eat food hom a common 
dish to indicate the union of both the parties. 

On the last day called the Nagavali day, the kankanrt 
or wrist thread is taken off and pujn is made to what is 
called Simhll"wwx (or seat) and to a heap of areca nut and 
betel-leaves and tbe latter articles distributed to the as­
sembly. A ct'rtain order is observed in tamuuht-giving: 
Kannayya (the eponymous hero), Valmiki and the house­
hold deity are named first and then the local caste head 
(Katte Mnn6 Yojrlllllln) and the convener (01' beadle), and 
then the othOI'S of the as~embly get the leavos ill turn. 

* The small gol,j disc worn by a mal'l'ied woman as a symbol of the 
mrtrried state. 

t ThiH is a twiste,j thread of black and white wool, with a tllrmeric 
root and an iroll-l'iug tied to it. 

t Arundhati is the wife of Vasi.ht", the .age, and is believed to be 
in the constellation of stars known as the Groat Bear. 
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The next two days are employed in complimentary 
visits and feasting among the two parties. 

Expenses. The bride's price or tem in Kannada, and ali (~ll) in 

Puberty. 

Telugu, is Rs. 12. But a discount of It Rs. is allowed 
if askerl for, except when a widower marries a m:1id, when 
the full amount of tera namely Rs. 12, and sometimes 
even a Mddu (~Jili.l) of 1~ Rs. more i& levied. 

Marriage expenses iT! a family of moderate means amount 
to the bridn's party to B-s. 30 ; the bridegroom's party in­
cur about Rs. 100, to be spent on jcwels, lerrt and feed­
ing expenses. There is no particular feeling that the pre­
sent expenditure is in any way exorbitant; anti no move­
ment in favor of reduction is discernible or indeed called 
for. 

When a girl first shows signs of womanhood, she is 
considered impure for three days, and does not come in 
contact with the other members of the family. She cannot 
use the metal plate for eating her meal which is placed on 
leaves for her. She bathes on the fourth day and the 
washerman supplies her with a freflh washed cloth. A shed 
of green leaves (gen,"rally of Margosa), is put up on an 
auspicious day, in which the girl remains apart for three 
nights getting a particularly rich food consisting ofeocoanl1t, 
gingelly, pulses and jaggol'y, the while. She is exhi­
bited in the evenings seated, dressed and decorated, in the 
company of ma1'ried women who congregate for the show. 
Songs are sung ?-nrl saffron and kunktww. and palt-snpari 
an') distributed to all the visitors. During this period the 
girl is kept awake at nights and is allowed to sleep only in 
day time, for fear that some evil spirit (which prowls 
about only in the dark) might take~ hold of her. 

Intimation of the event is sent by the village washer­
man to the parents of the husband of such girl if she is 
already married, and it is eonsidered the correct thing for 
the husband and wife beginning to live together within 
sixteen days. If the girl should happell to be unmarried, 
they try to get her married within the year of her attain­
ing this age. They have a saying that a third head should 
not appear in the year of marriage, and so where the girl 
that is married is already of an age to live in her husband'liI 
company. the common living is put off for at least three 
months. 
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Widow marriage is allowed and generally practised Widow 
but the form diffet's considerably from the regular marri- marriage. 
age, and is st.y led union 01' k1tdike or the giving of a cloth 
to wear (i!~~W~~) or the tying of a tali. 

The ceremony is simple and generally comes off in the 
evening. Tbe match as may be expected is as a rllio 
settled by the consent of the parties and in most cases 
i,; preceded by a de jl/eta union. The head and others of the 
caste assemble in front of the woman's house who comes 
out after having had a bath. The new husband presents 
her with a new cloth which she puts on. '1'he Yajrnan to 
whom their intention is formally announced gives his sanc­
tion to the union. Thereafter the husband ties the tali 
which is the essential and the binding portion of the cere­
mony. .A fine called f(wnnayyal1a Kanike (~~crllJ~ 'ITo>~~) 
is levied from the man. Pan.snprrl'i is distributed and a 
feast is held afterwards. '1'he sflme form is observed in the 
case of divorced women remarrying, and of an unma rried 
g-irl \y ho has clandestinoly conceived being married to her 
lover; someTimes this form is also resorted j,o in preference 
to tho moro regular OIle to save expense. 

A womall married in this fonn has certain disabilities. 
She is nut allowed to take part ill the ceremonies of a regu­
lar marriag-e atld ii! not, allowed even to enter tho marriage 
7)(lJulal. She cannot carry the ka/((SII 0:1 fin y auspicious day. 
Her issue for two or tlHee gem·rations at least al'e de­
prived of tlie privilegE'S of regular marriage. '1'he l,'udike 
marriage section is kept separate, and in some places be­
comes so defined that theso <lisabilities continue to attach 
to it for generations togother. 

With regard to the right of inheritance, as soon as a 
widow is remarr'ied, she hecomes divested of her rights. to 
the previous hUilband's property and oven her children 
continue in his fnmily. This is of course compensated for 
by the acquisition of title to her second husband's 
property . 

.A \vidow cannot marry anyone belonging to bor first 
hushand's got1'([ Or di vision; much lElsS therefore his elder 
or younger brother. 

Loss of caste and adultery are good grounds for Divorce. 
divorce. '1'he aggrieved party, generally t he husband, 
complains to the caste Yajman regarding the conduct 
of his partner ano obtains his sanction for divoroe in 
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the caste assembly who fully enter into the o.etailf! and find 
out which party is to blame. If the charge is made out 
against the wife, the husband tears her taU in token of 
separation and gets back the jewels which he might have 
given her o.uring their conjugal life. He has to pay a fine 
to the caste. 

The womall thus divorced is marrieo. in Icudik13 form, 
to allother (generally her paramour) who pays to the 
p:'eviolls husbano., the tem amount and the expenses of the 
marriage, and has also to pay a fine to the caste and stand 
the expense of feeding the castemen. It is said that 
adultery on the part of the husband is also a good reason 
for divorce and the husband in this case get::; back neither 
the tern amount nor the marriage expenses. 

If the married woman is guiity of adultery with a 
man of the same or a higher caste it Can be expiated for at 
the option of the husband by payment of a small fine to 
the caste. 

The praetice of making 'Ba8(l17is'* of women obtains in 
this caste. The reasons that lead a parent to take this step 
are generally one of the following: -When there are no 
male children, the elclest daughter may be cOllverted to a 
Basavi, w hen she remainR permanently in her father's 
house, inherits the propet'ty and in all possihle reRpects 
takes the place of a son. 'fhis may be done ill accOl'dance 
with a vow kken when the girl is afflicted with any dan­
gerous illness, this conversion into a Basavi being, in oppo­
sition to all civilized notions, regtwded as a dedication 
to God's service. 

Thc dedication of Basavi is made by a ceremony 
which, as far as possible, resembles a marriage. The Chnpp1-
1'(/ (marriage pavilion) with 12 pillars is erected, a prooession 
goes to a temple where the girl is seated by the side of a 
dagger and the tali (lllarriage emblem) tied to her by the 
PU1'Vhit or by a maternal uncle or maternal uncle's son. .A 
feast is given to the castemen; and after three days the 
girl is free to take to her bed any man who is not of a 
lower caste than her own. '1'he first person who receives 

* Near Kurubatti Mailari (""""'t ;!'J'J;") templ~, it is said that 
Basa,vis are dedicated iu a large number on the day of God'. llIarriage. 
(""''\''''''~J0l. The ceremony is very simple. Girls are brullglJL to the 
temple after bathing and ill front of it kankanas and talis al·e tied to 
them. They have to sleep that night in the temple. 
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her favors has generally to pay her father the expenses 
incurred by him for making her a Basavi. Her issne be­
come legitimate and are entitled to a share of their grand­
fathel"s 'propprty. For pnrposefl of marriage, the issne of 
such Basavi arA as eligible as those of the reguJar marriage 
division. 

Besides these, who are known as born Basavi;; (P1lt!1t 
/msaTi, ~!Jw1;!g:)), there iR yet another class of public women 
called Kulam Bitldalu (~J~O~~~J) or children of the caste 
who are dedicated as follows:-

A widow even with iSIme and a divorced woman may 
be made children of t,he caste after paying a fine to the 
caste and standing the expense of a feast according to her 
means. She asks for permission formally at the meeting 
of tile caste men, who as a token of consent give her a 
bandful of the food prepared for the feast wbich she 
partakes of along with them. She has thereafter the licen"e 
to share her bed with strangers (not of an inferior caste) 
as a Hasi/ri has. 'l'he chief distinction between thE' two is 
that the iR,;ne of a Rasa vi are regarded as legitimate for 
all purposes while those of a daughter of the caste, though 
legitimatc, rank only as the issue of a ' Kudi/rl!' or con­
ventional marriage. 

From the above, it may be inferred that sexual license 
before marriage is !lot viRited with any condign punish­
ment. When au unmarriell girl becomeR pregnant, she 
will be married tf) her paramonr in kndike form if he is of 
the same caste. If he would not have her or is of a higher 
caste, a fine will be levied and she will be made a child of 
the caste, but if the paramour is of lower caste she loses 
her caste. 

In cases of regular marriages no courtship is known, 
and the parents of the parties bring about the connection. 
But the kudil.:e marriages are as a rule by conrtship and 
consent of the parties. The average age of the boy to 
marry may be taken as about eighteen. 

The dead among them are huried except such as are Death and 
afflicted with leprosy or other incurable cutaneous diseases, funeral 
whose bodies are burnt. ceremonies. 

On the death of a person, the body is washed and 
wrapped up in a new cloth. 'l'WQ new earthen pots are 
brought, and in one of them a small quantity of rice is 



cooked in front of the honse. But this ceremony is very 
often dispensed with. 'l'he body is placed on a bier made of 
bamboo or Kalli (EuphoTbia 'l'i1·nknlli). Betel-leaves and nuts 
are crushed and the paste is put in the month of the uead 
body. The relatives and friends of the deceased put rice in 
tbe cycs of the deceased's body anu sometimes beat their 
mouths. After this, the body is carrieu by four persons 
to the burial ground, the chief mourner heading the 
procession with fire in one hanu and t he pot with the 
cooked rice in the other. As soon as the carriers and mourn­
ers pass away, a woman in the honse, if present, a widow, 
sprinkles cowdung water on the place where the hody had 
been kept and cleans it. Half the way, the body is kept 
on the ground and balls of cooked rice are thrown arounu 
the body. It is then carried straight to thc Imri,LI ground. 
By this time, a Madiga of the village will have dug 
a grave really, for which labol' a 8mall fee is paid. 
The body is carried round the grave three times and is then 
lowered into it. The bier iR taken out, together with any 
jewels which the decl'ased might have worn at the timc 
of death. The body is then laid on the back with the head 
to the South aml the gn.ve is dosed in. A small mourd 
is raised on the ground, and four quarter-anna pieces arc 
buried, on the foul' COrne1'8 of it. Another anlla is placed on 
the gravc for l.:ri(iIl[)(lpa (VollVP<>d) and is intended to be the 
price of the grollnd taken up for the grave, ami this is 
taken by the Holeya of the village. Thereafter the chief 
mourner, with an eartheu pot filled with \Yater, is maue to 
go round the grave three times, and at the end of each turn, 
a stone is thrown at the vessel by some by-stander, so as to 
make a hole. 'With the water thus leaking he comes three 
rounds and thcn breaks the vessel on tlw grave with his back 
turned towards it and goes away without looking hack. The 
chief mourner and the persons that carried the. bally wash 
themsel ves in a tank or river and return home in wet cloths. 
By this time, the house has been cleaned anel on the spot 
where the deceased expireu, has been kept a light on a win­
now (oSJad) and an Yaklca twig, which the party mnst see 
before they go to t,heir houses. 

If the deceased is only a child or unmarried girl, no 
ceremony is observecl and the IJOdy is c,ll'l'ied ill tIw arms 
to the burial place and interred. 

On the third day, a ceremony eallod 'O'~'1:"~:dJoo',""I!-J:;:JrjJ_ 
(putting food aud water to the decea8ed) tah'~ place. The 
chief monrner with othe:o castemen takes some rico and 
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vegetahleg totlw hurial grouncl ftnd serves them on the grave 
in a plantain leaf. 'rhe party withdraw to a distance expect­
ing the crows to come and eat the food. ~When the cmws 
have eaten it, t,lley go to t,he tank or river, batbe and 
return hOllll~. 

No fllrther ceremony is observed till the 12th day. On 
that (hy UlC whole l10llse is whitewashed. The chief 
mOlll'ller as well as all the Dl('!ladas (agllates) have a bat.h. 

A Bl'ahman Pnrohit is called for purifying tho hOllse 
with holy water. 'rhen a party go to tho lmrial ground 
and on the grave are served up various diDhes of food 
prepared for the plll'pose. The chief mourner gets his 
head shaved. After bathing ill the river, the pal ty go 
to the temple ~LIld retlll·n hOllle. All the agnate and 
other relations are invited and treated to a fed.~t. This 
day gifts of cows, shoes, umbrellas and other things are 
given in charity to Brahmans, their number depending 
upon the means of the family. 

In the case of the death of an unmarried girl or a 
child, on the 3rd day some lllilk and edibles are phwecl 011 

the ground and no further ceremony is obscl'veu. 

The period of pollution, in the Cilt;e of adults, is 12 
uays and ill the case of 0hildren, ;{ days. Dnring this 
period, the near agllates UO lJot put on t.hn caste llJark, or eat 
any sweet Sll bstanee or drInk milk. They shollid not 
enter other's houses, mueh less touch them. 

These men du not perform srarldhas ; but on the new­
moon day in the month of Bhndrapndu, and on the new year's 
day, they make p'lljn in the nallles of their doceasocl ancestors. 
They instal a Kalasa. in the house, place Ileal' it new cloths, 
burn frankincense and offer prayers to it. They invite 
their caste men to a dinner. 

OutsiderH bclonging to any recognized higher castes Admission 
are, though of conrse rarely, admitted into the Beda easte, of outsiders. 
a formal ceremony being obset'ved fol'" the purpose. The 
headmen of two or three Kattemanes or caste guilds as 
well as other castemen arB assembled, due notice being 
given of the l'll1'pOSC of the moeting. 'rhen tho person who 
wishes to b(~ admi ttc!l comes to the assembly and prostrat-
ing himself hoforc it, bogR that he be admitted into the 
caste. 11 e:JIl,~llltation if; held and 18 sometimes prolonged 
for two 01' till'(jl' day,; dlll'iu~ which time, the members are 
fed at the expell":o of the applicant. A fine together with 
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a hana. or 4 annas as Kannayya's tax (devoted to the 
temple of thllt idol) is levied from the neophyte who is 
purified with the fi \'e products of tho cow, his tongue be· 
ing slightly branded with heated gold. He is alRo made 
to drink holy water from a temple. 'rhen the caRtemen 
sit down to a feast given at his expense, at which he has 
to receive a morsel from each of the elders before the feed­
ing begins and partake of the fooel thus collected with 
the permission of the assembly which is given in a set for­
mnla that there is no longer any impediment (dosha). 

Such perversion from higher' castes is generally due to 
the man having illicit relation with some woman of the caste. 
Snch a recruit becomes a member of the caste for all practi­
cal purposes, and marries the woman, however', ill an in­
ferior maJ'l'iage, the stigma of which may stick on to his 
descendants for two or three generations. 

They follow ordinarily the Hiudu Law of inh8l'itance. 
Illd!nm (Mal/wlt/otana in Kannada) or affiliation of tbe 
son-in-law is practised-and such son-in-law gets a share 
equal to that of a son. A Basavi daughter also gets an 
equal share with her brothers, and when she dies, if the 
family is undivided, her SODS step into h~r place and are 
entitled to her share. A destitute sister is generally given 
a cow and a cloth every year. 

The Bedas are generally considered as low CAste 
people, and therefore Brahmans and other DwijfI or twice­
born classes do not touch them. But they can draw water 
in the village well, the village barber shaves them and 
pares their nails and the washerman washes their clothes. 

In the matter of eating meat, Ihey are allowed great 
latitude. Even jackals and some of the lizard tr·ibc are 
allowed to them; and though beef is permitted and indeed 
cannot be refused when offered at a feast, many of thpm 
seem to draw a line there, and do not eat cows and buffa­
loes. The lowest well-known caste with which the Bedas 
eat is Kuruba and only Agasa (washerman) Madiga (village 
cobbler) and Holeyas eat in Becla's honses. C 

The'y employ Brahmans for auspiciou!'! ceremonies 
such as marriage, and these Brahman., do not snffer in 
their status by such employment. But for funeral or 
minor ceremonies, Dasal'is and Satanis are called in. But 
on the 12th day after death, the· Brahman purohit has to 
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cleanse t..:Hl house with water purified by the recitation of 
holy words. 

ThH Be~as belong to what is called Nine Phanas Tribal cou­
or left band "ection. 'rhey have a caste council at which stitution. 
their tribal disputes are settled. It is pl'esided over by a 
headIllan, who has under him a servant or a beadle kno,,-n 
as Kondigddu ('!I' ... ozam~). The jurisdiction of a 
headman is called Kat!emane, and any matter affecting the 
caste such as admission of an outsillel', kUr!/I,;e marriage, 
dedication of a girl as a Basavi or a KulamiJir!rJa comes before 
him for settlement. Any transgression of the caste rules 
is punished by him. And for all this service, he re-
ceives marl/ddA (;d~t:r.l~~) or the conventional fee and a 
special tri lII/niJn. ,Vhen howev,.r a dispute of a Yery 
serioLls nature affecting not only one Ka!{emane bnt several, 
has to be settled, Y n,iamuJ/8 of several Ka!!emallt:s are 
collected. There is at the head of several Kat(ern f llU's, 

a Dom. nr t:hicf whose presence is necessary only in cases 
of great i m portallce. In marriage and other occasions, the 
Dum at' chief, also gets a tdmbula with a small fee. 

'rhey are VaiHhnavas and worship Vishnu under tllA Reli~ion. 
different names of Vt'nkataramana, Ohennaraya, Narasimha 
and others. tlome of them have aho tliva as tlwir family 
God and go on pilgrimage to N n ujaugud, the chief place 
of Siva worship in the State. 'l'heir 91£1'U Or spiritual 
leader, is a Srivaishnava Br>lhmin who pal's occasional 
visits, gives them OhakmnlLitam (branding) and holy \Vater 
and receives his fce>;. Among the minor goddesses "'or-
shipped by Bedas are Gangamma, Mariamma, Kavellemma, 
Lakkamma, Payamma, Odisilamma, Marigam ma, Dur-
galllma, and Oballapuramma. 

Gangamma (river or water God) is generally wor­
"llipped .eithel· at. the riverside or near a tank or other 
]',',;crvoir' of water. A place is selected and cleaned with 
'\-'Iter. Tbrne 01' five or seven stones are set up on which 
saffron is put on. Incense is burnt, a new cloth is kept 
JlI'ar the images, and cocoanut is broken. AHer the wor­
:;hip, the cloth may be worn by any female member in the 
llllllse. This worship is specially confined to women, and 
110 bloody sacr·i fices are offered. The otl] er God clesses are 
\\'orshipped same in groves, and some in temples, per­
manently dt:>dicatecl to them. Sacrifices of sheep, goats 
and fowls are very freely offered and partaken of by the 

c 
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devoteE's. Fridays and Tuesdays are the days set apart 
for the worship, but the worship of Gangamma i~ always 
confined to a Monday. 

To Mari, the village Goddess, a he-buffalo is saCl'i­
ficed. This worship, though performed by this caste, is 
done at the instance of the whole village. In the central 
portion of the village, a temporary shed is erected and in 
it an image generally of some grotesque or hideous form is 
installed. '1'he whole village population, except Brahmans, 
Jains and Lingayats, carry their' offerings to the Goddess 
and the mOre superstitious of these excepted perRons also 
sometimes send votive offerings. In the night, a he­
buffalo is sacrificed. The remains of the animal are then 
divided among the 12 membel's comprising the village 
corporation. As most of them however do not eat buffalo 
flesh, theil' shart's are taken by the yillagc cobhler or 
;'1adiga. 

Munisvara (~~~(~~t1) is another object of common wor­
ship, not only among the Bedas, but also among other 
lower castes. He is believed to be the soul of a saint 
who lived at a time beyond memory and is said to reside in 
trees. Under a tree, which is said to be the dwelling 
place of this spirit, a small temple, hardly big enough for 
ona to get in, is built and two 01' three stones installed 
therein in the name of this spirit. Sometimes bells are 
tied to the branchps, and when they are shaken by the 
wind, the sounds are attributed to the sylvan deity. He 
is considered as an evil spirIt and as always waiting for an 
opportunity to rnter the body of persons passing neal' and 
bring on sickness to the victim. He is much (lreaded and 
to propitiate him, occasional offerings of sheep, goats, fowls 
and cooked articles, are marlA. The animals ~acrificed are 
eaten by the votaries but other article5 snch as cooked rice, 
plantains, &c., are left. nnder the tree. They also name 
their children after this deity. 

The spirits of such diseases as, cholera and smallpox, 
are also worshipped. Serpent worship is also common 
among them, the belief being that by this skin disease and 
the diseases of the eye, ulceration in the ear, are cured. 

In common with the other caste:; of similar statns, they 
believe in omens·, and the following are a few of them. 

" Omens are not a specially' caste' institution. They are a matter 
of general belief and observance with persons who have not passed a 
certa in stage of mental culture. 
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'Good omens-A crow, a bird called hRlu-hakki (~~tJ.l~~) 
or a crow pheasant (~O~'e'il'\) passing from left to right 
when starting on a journfly; a kite (garu9.a or Brahmin 
kite) passing from right to left; toddy pots, dead body, 
or flowers being carried, or a married woman coming, 
from the opposite lIirection. 

Among bad Omens LOay \)e mentIOned, the crossing 
of the bil'ds named above in a contrary direction, a ser­
pent crossing the path, or the meeting with a barber or 
a carrier of fire-wood when setting out on any bURiness. 

Belief in oracles and witchcraft is general. 

They follow their original profession of hunting m Occupation. 
the jungles only nominally, and have settled down to 
agriculture as their chief occupation. As is the ca~e 
with all agl'icultural classes in the State, many are petty 
raiyatwari occupants of lands, paying revenue direct to 
Government; while many cultivate the lands of others as 
tenants on "vam," generally paying half the produce to the 
supel'ior holder. The system of joint-ownership of village 
lands is not in force anywhere in the State. Some who 
are village watchmen known as Talaris have some free 
lands (service inam) or get a recognized quantity of grain 
from each raiyat at the harvest time. Several of them are 
landless day labourers, earning wages varying from two 
to five annas a day. There are no nomadic cultivators in 
the caste. 

'l'hey have many beliefs, some superstitions and some Agricultu­
empirical, in regard to the agricultural operations, which ral super­
however are common to almost all of the cultivating classes stitions. 
in the State, and which are embodied in popular s·tyings, 
such for example as the following. The first ploughing of 
the season must be commenced on a Sunday or a Thursday. 
No ploughing should be done on Monaays. Seed should 
not be sown on Mondays and Tuesdays. There are some 
popular sayings about the efficacy of rains in certain speci-
fied seasons . 

.A scare crow (generally an old earthen pot with eyes 
and other marks of thp. face roughly daubed over) placed 
on the top of cross sticks dressed with rags, is often set up 
in fields with the double object of frightening away birds 
and beasts, and averting the evil eye. 

When undertaking any important work such as the 
sinking of a well or building a house, it is uSllal 1,0 worship 
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'(;f/uesha' made of cowdung, in the form of a cone. Some 
times a goat or sheep or a fowl is sacrificed on such occa­
SIOns. 

1£ an eclipse of the Sun or the :\IOOIl occurs when 
the crops are standing, sometimes the owners of the fields 
bathe and sacrifice a sheep or goat to tbe field. Boiled rice 
is mixed with the blood of the sacrificeu animal and scat­
tered all over the field. 

'l'here is nothing peculiar in their dress. Men gener­
ally put on short dn.wers reaching to the knees - some­
times only a loin cloth. 'rheir women wear Sire like other 
Sudl'all without diviuing the skirt, but such of them as are 
not Basavis do not wear bodices. In the larger places, there 
is however an improvement and family women also me 
this article of dress. 
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APl'EXDIX 

(Names ofKul as) 

Mandala (dJotiEII)=Hcrd of cattle 

Ynnumala (cOJ~~~J~J)=Buffalo 
Murltchala (d)j~'lN <!) 

SdN:la (;Q~""tu) 

Ji d IIMl getlLia (~~!.J~t~ju) 

Chir.namngn!n (";;;i-t ~jnu) 

MI1l1f.ga/rz (~j~e;) 

P"9at/apolulo (t;n~~t~ju) 

Chilillamrikiln (,/&;;i-t d~u) 

/'"ddo Iluil.·i/" (t;tic~J~~) 

ChimaZn ('lCtd~u) Ants 

(j,~jjl/l" (~~'2::lt)) 

SibiJilq (~~""U) 

Et/I~ /.·01l1alrt (~~)"'J;)O~V)= 8cy"11 hill,; 
(io,n{lllurlnrl1t11 (nOn~~D;;,lj)=:\:llne of a pb,ce 

PIlI!1;aln (/a 1/1 r,ll/( (~;j.sv') nO;:::eJ) = Flo"o,\'or b,,~kcts 

P(;'IlIIL (~t3'Ul) = He-Ind'faloes 
Millie/II (;:j~d~ <!)l )=.J aSfallJin 

JI1IJ.-rIla (eo~tu) 

81'/Ii[,(, t~b.l~f.J) 

J.['lrhch all II (o:!jl ~"" W,..,) 
N'llllllo, (;;j~)t))=B\lg':'l 

MillllUflla (;:):r.l;;lJr.u) 

i'1I'il,lln!1/. (~o::l):st)) 

G,/!(wm (nAe.l;::lJ,l)=Pcgs 

.!"I11m,nrl//, ('IZ;::l))~l:S)) 

YeddIlZ,( (o::lltil V)=Oxcn 
c,) 

JareiJotuln ('1fi~f ~~,lu)=A ccntipc:le 

S(trya (;rjJ2~'))=The Sun 

('Ilelldm, ('Zi0'0)=The Moon 

BUllgdnt :-.JcT1~~J)=Gold 
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32 Bldiclta kra (~~:;) The Globe 

33 Kdchi ka41a (W";I1.3'1i'~)=A. kind of grass 
34 Hurali (!!$Jo'~)=Horse gram 
35 l."at'aTJ.c (o:l~ )=Italian millet 
36 Gannerla (~~(tlr)=Sweet-scented oleand~r 
37 Maddala (o:l.lt~QtI) 

38 MUlIlJala (o:ljJO~tJ) 

39 Gatftfllbdrln (~,\~"err)=Crowbar 
40 GaJjala (li~eJ) 
41 Jdnnmala (~"o:lo:lje;) 


