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ADVERTISEMENT. X

Henry Lawrence to what is called the *“ Annexation
Policy.” He warmly advocated, on grounds alike of
Justice and expediency, the maintenance of the Native
States of India, and deprecated all unnecessary inter-
ference with them. A different statement has been
made, very ignorantly, and very unjustly, upon this
point. Tt 13 of the more importance, therefore, that
his opinions should be laid before the public in his own
words, and that he should appear in his own proper
character, not as an “ annexationist,” but as a teacher
in that great school of which, in days gone by, Sir
John Malcolm was the chief, and at the head of which,
among living statesmen, now stands Sir George Clerk.






ADVERTISEMENT.

TrE Essays comprising this volume were contributed
by Sir Henry Lawrence to the Calcutta Review. They
are printed now with scarcely any alteration, beyond
the correction of typographical or elerical errors, and
an occasional excision or adaptation of those allusions
to existing times and local circumstances, which are
generally scattered, more or less, over our periodical
literature, but which the lapse of years renders, if not
unintelligible, unappreciable by the reader of to-day.
It is not to be understood by this that there has been
any attempt to adapt these Essays to the circumstances
of the present times. It will be apparent after the
perusal of a few pages, that there is much in them
which, ir one sense, may be described as “ out of’ date.”
But to have expunged all references to a bygone state
of things, and all recommendations of reforms which
have been carried out, would have been but scant justice
either to reader or to writer. For it would have dimin-
ished the historical interest of the volume, and would
have obscured the services rendered by Sir Henry Law-
rence to the cause of Military Reform. That many of
his suggestions were acted upon, we know; that others
were not, we can only deplore. That he saw clearlv the
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rocks on which the vessel of the State was drifting, 1s to
be gathered from many passages in this volume. The
warning voice was lifted up in vain; but much still
remains from which instruction may be gathered, very
serviceable at the present time. The lessons which these
Essays teach us are not all too late for profitable study.
We harve still an Indian army composed of all arms and
of all classes. Upon the constitution of this army now
turns, as on a pivot, the whole question of Indian
government. We must keep up an eflicient army, at a
certain cost not to be exceeded, or we must cease to retain
our hold of the country. Now, the great ohject of Sir
Henry Lawrence, in his Military Essays, is to demon-
strate that what India requires is an army deriving its
strength, not from its numbers, but from its efficiency.
And this is the great matter which it behoves us to
ponder at the present time. What we want is, not
men, not money—>but mind. A hundred men may be
made to do the work of a thousand ; a hundred pounds,
wisely spent, may contribute more to the strength of
our empire than a thousand. Doubtless, the cost of an
efficient army might be brought within the amount
which the revenues of India can bear without exhaus-
tion, and the State can furnish without bankruptey.
But to do this, we must look very gravely at the
matter, and heed the pregnant utterances of such expe-
rienced, honest, plain-spoken instructors as Sir Henry
Laswrence.

Of the Political Essays much need not be said in
this place. One observation, indeed, will suffice. The
reader will perceive how consistently opposed was Sir
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LAWRENCE’S ESSAYS.

MILITARY DEFENCE OF OUR INDIAN
EMPIRE.

[WRITTEY Iv 1844.]

IN many learned vol‘u.mﬁ: more or less empirical, we
have an infinite varietyp®of “sure means of preserving
health.” New renmedies for all the abundant evils to
which frail flesh is hejr, start into being every day, and
doctors and disciples are so numerous in their diversities,
and so strong in their convictions, that the marvel is,
with so many infallible specifics, there is still so much
human woe. The health which we are thus taught to
preserve, after a variety of fashions so endless that it is
difficult to escape following some one of them by chance,
is the health of man as an individual unit; the health
of man, m those thousands and tens of thousands and
hundreds of thousands which constitute nations, is not
so tenderly cared for; nor so assiduously watched ; nor
are such vgried efforts made to preserve it. Still, ever
and anon national remedies, for the cure of national dis-
eases, are exhibited with @#n amount of confidence which
we may call dogmatism ; and whilst the wise men are
quarrelling over their tlieories, the world is left very
much to itself to suffer uncared for and unrelieved.
B
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With the endless catalogue of ailments, which afflict a
nation, as an individual, we have, in this place, nothing
to do. In imitation of the medical writers of the
present day, who now, for the most part, consider one
organ and one disease, sufficient matter for an elaborate
treatise, we direct our attention to one especial item of
the great catalogue of national calamities. Peace is not
in itself national health; but without it there can be no
national health; and who will deny that the sage, who
should write a treatise on the “true means of preserving
peace,”’—really exhibiting what i1t professes to exhibit—
would entitle himself to a statue of gold in every city of
the universe? There is no prospect, we fear, of such a
consumnmation ; but we have rival political schools, each
propounding with an air of more or less infallibility its
own profound dogmata; and often looking on with mar-
vellous unconcern, whilst great battles are fought, and
countries desolated in spite of their never-failing spe-
cifics. The two great schools may be described as the
trrifative and sedative schools. The former, proceeding
upon the broad principle of the homeeopathists, that
similia similibus curantur, contend that war can only be
cured by war—that it is necessary to make war 1n order
to preserve peace. The other lays down, with no more
misgivings than its antagonist, the more desirable and
encouraging doctrine, that war does not check, but ge-
nerate war ; that peace ever engenders peace; that there
is no seeurity so certain as that which we purchase for
ourselves, by creating a sense of security in the breasts
of our neighbours.

‘We do not now purpose to examine these antagonist
doctrines. On whichsoever side worldly experience may
range itself, there is no disinclination on the part of
either to appeal to it, as the standard whereby the ques-
tion shall be settled. There is a better method of set-
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tlement ; but it admits not of a conflict on equal ground,
for one party is more inclined to that mode of adjust-
ment than the other, whilst both are willing to appeal
to human experience. The irritatives contend that
there 1s no security without constant demonstrations of
strength ; that to be placid is to invite aggression ; that
to be ready to offend is the only way to escape being
offended ; that the birds of the air and the beasts of the
field daily teach us this lesson; that we are instructed
in it from our earliest youth, during which we learn by
hard experience that we must fight our way up the
school-boy ladder to peace, and thus alone avoid® mo-
lestation; that this same principle 15 at work in the
larger school of nations, and that the history of the
world declares the fact, that if we would escape the in-
Juries and insults of our neighbours we must show, by
a few practical exhibitions of our strength, not only our
readiness, but our ability to resent them. The seda-
tives, on the other hand, declare that to be tranquil and
inoffensive is the surest means of inviting confidence,
and thus of stifling the inclination to injure wus; that
the fear of being injured tempts to the commission of
injury ; and that, the converse of this heing equally
true, it follows that there is the utmost protectiveness
in a peaceful and inoffensive character; and that so long
as our neighbours consider themselves secure from our,
we shall be secure from #ieir, aggressions. Experience
is said to demonstrate this: the man of peace is rarely
insulted; the unarmed traveller walks more safely in
the neighbourhood of the roving bandit, than he who
goes armed to the teeth; that in troubled times, the
man of peace and he alone escapes the perils of popular
commotions; that with States, as with individuals, the
one which never arms itself —which never prepares itself
for aggression, or the resistance of aggression, is ever the
B 2
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last to be assailed ; that as soon as there is a falling off
from such practical proofs of a firm reliance on Provi-
dence, the protection is at once withdrawn, and we take
up arms to have them turned against us. Such are the
arguments derived from human experience—we arc not
at present to decide the contest.

Indeed, with regard to the matter now before us, it
is not necessary that we should decide it. A resort to
abstract speculation, however inviting, is no part of our
career of duty, and we would rather, avoiding all con-
troversies, bulld up our present structure on common
admijted grounds. Our empire in the EKast is of so
peculiar a nature, that we can scarcely make a just appli-
cation of the principles of either one party or the other.
Tt matters hittle what course would have been the best;
we cannot now begin our work anew; or betake our-
sclves to new principles of action. 'We have reached an
epoch, at which it would appear to be our only course
to make a compromise between the irritative and the
sedative systems—or rather we should say, an epoch at
which it becomes our duty to allow the former to merge
into the latter.  The irritative system has been tried
—has becn carried out to its full extent. It has been
our practice now for nearly a century; and it would
seem that we had attained to that eminence, which has
been compared to the status of the school-boy who has
fought his way to the very summit of pugilistic renown.
If it be necessary for a nation to preserve itself from
injury and insult by demonstrating its power, surely the
British in the East have done so in the most unmis-
tukable manner. There is little call for fresh demonstra-
tions; for the weight of our arm is still acknowledged,
and many are yet reeling under the blows which it has
dealt out. We can now, therefore, afford to be pacific
~—but we cannot afford to be weak. We have no occa-
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sion to put forth our strength ; but we must not suffer
ourselves to waste it. We must keep ourselves up to
the athletic standard ; and as we have made our election
we must abide by it-——as we have fought our way to
power, we must show ourselves capable of retaining the
lofty position we have assumed. The time may come
when we shall find our best safeguard in the hearts of a
grateful people—but that time has not yef come, nor is
there a near prospeet of its advent. The sword, whether
in the hand or in the scabbard, has yet its work to do;
and the philanthropist may labour to some good pur-
pose, in endeavouring to show in what manner it may
best be shaped, for the preservation of peacc and the
maintenance of that dominion, which we are justified in
regarding as a meaus, under Providence, of advancing
the happiness of the people who are compelled now to
bear our yoke.

At first sight, bayonets and red coats do not appear
to be precisely the instruments of Government which
a philanthropist would advocate ; but we belie or deceive
ourselves when we declare or fancy that our Govern-
ment is maintained otherwise than by the sword. And
in pronouncing it to be so, we are far from admitting
that 1t must therefore be one of oppression. The land
that has for necarly a thousand years been held by the
sword, and that has as often changed hands as that
sword has been blunted, or the grasp that held it re-
laxed; the land that knows no principality of longer
standing than our own ;* that in its length and breadth,
within the last fifty years, has seen Moguls, Patans,
Mahrattahs, Pindarees; and mixed miscreants of every
caste and clan rooting up the old families, and settling

* It iz a carious fact, that not last century; but that the families
only has the power of the Nizam, of the three bordering States, Bur-
the kingdom of Oude, and all the mah, Nepal, and Lahore, have been
Mahratta States risen within the established within that period.
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themselves in their places—how could any Government,
however beneficent, subsist for a day simply by its civil
policy on the ruins of such a tempest-tost land? How
in a day convert tribes who have lived only by war to
habits of peace; how make cultivators, who for cen-
turies have never paid a rupee, but under fear of the
sword or the scourge—how induce them to pay their
dues, unless they know that the civil officer has the
power of calling in the military: and {hat the latter is
prompt and bold? It has been the fashion to exalt
the Mahommedan conquerors at the expense of the
British Government: and some of those who have
most benefited by the latter, and possibly have in their
sphere oppressed the subject, against the views, opinions,
and orders of their masters, have been loudest in vitu-
peration of them; but let any impartial person turn
over the pages of Dow—a violent hater of the system
of his day, and we fear with too much reason—and see
how little causc there is for singing the praises of the
Moslem rule, beyond that of the Christian. War,
eternal war, was then the sole business of royalty.
Akbar made some laws for the protection of the people,
lut he is almest a solitary exception; and having spent
the half-century of his reign in eternal battles and
ceaseless marches, he could have had but little time to
lonk to the improvement and cultivation of his empire.
I the early days of his reign, every province was in
“chellion, and with him, as with his predecessors and

- v, while Guzerat was being subdued, Cashmere
o: .. _d would be in arms; and while the royal troops
were employed against those States or in the Deccan,
the Punjab or Delhi itself would be in revolt. A freak
or favour to an individual would for a time remove the
Hindoo capitation tax; while once in a century a tyran-
nical Governor would be trodden under the feet of the
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mial elephants. Seldom was the honest Minister or

nor (when such rare creatures appeared) rewarded,
whilst the bold and the unprincipled amassed treasure
and bequeathed it to their children. Mark the fate of
Akbar’s great minister Byram—the man to whom he
owed his throne; whilst the Saadut Allys and Nizams
have left kingdoms to their descendants. Our only
wonder is, when reading the Moslem annals, that such
men as Asoph Jah, and his father, and Mohabat Khan,
should have lived (generally) prosperously and died in
their beds.

Utter selfishness was the Moslem motive; the high
roads, the seraes, the plantations—were they for the
people? Not at all, but for the royal progresses to
Cashmere. The expense of one Badshahi serae would
have built a dozen for the people. Throughout the
country it was the same. In the direction the king
was likely to travel there would be roads and con-
veniences; but elsewhere the people might sigh in vain
for paths, for water, or for shelter. The Newabs of
Oude, and Kings of Juanpore and of the Deccan did
the same. They beautified the neighbourhood of their
own favourite residences, made roads to their countrv
seats, built bridges over the rivers in their way, »u:i.
splendid wells and planted lines of trees. Some of
our own magistrates in the times of the good old
close-borough system did the same; and to this day
European convenience is more regarded than native
wants—the collector-and-magistrate being often con-
sidered more sacred than the thousands of poor around
him.

Despotism, unchecked power, in whatever hands and
in whatever quarter, produces the same frwit; and we
would divest our minds of all clannish feeling n dis-
cussing its merits. Wars and their train of ills were
not confined to the Mahommedan times or States, in
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India. A glance at the old Hindoo annals will show
that if the country so suffered in Moslem times, it was
not more free from such distractions in what are called
the bright days of Hindoo supremacy. Everywhere we
see that the present occupants of the soil are not the
aboriginals; and almost every district in India has its
peculiar legend, how a Rajpoot, or other band, drove out,
or enslaved the original holders; while another tale will
perhaps tell of how the late conquerors were themselves
overwhelmed; and how they eventually merged into
another and bolder race. 'We doubt whether India was
ever under an universal monarch; and the Kings of the
Hindoo States of Oude, Kanouge, Muttra, Hustunapore
(Delhi), &c., &c., played but the game that warriors of
every age and every clime have ever played. They pros-
pered, or sank; they conquered, or were themselves led
captive; and then, as in later days, independent kingdoms
disappeared, and small States rose into great ones. Not
content with the usual and tolerably-sufficient grounds
for war, we read that Prithora the brave, the hero of a
liundred fights, amused himself with carrying off the
brides of the several kings, of whose intended marriage
he had information. He thus brought on himself many
wars, and eventually thereby lost his throne—but he
lost no credit, and is to this day the hero of Rajpoot
TRomance. It would seem, indeed, to be mere idleness
to write and talk of the happiness and purity of a
people, who deified the perpetrators of every crime,
and whose very worship sanctioned every abomination.
When we read of the hundreds of thousands that took
the field with the Persian Kings and with the Moguls;
and consider that they had no commissariat, we may
imagine the frightful famines that such armies them-
selves experienced, and the more frightful afflictions
they caused to the countries through which they passed.
Dow, in his preliminary dissertation to Ferishta, writes
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of bazars, &c. in camp; but nowhere do we find that
there were any regular establishments of the kind;
Brinjaries (themselves plunderers of the worst descrip-
tion) carrying grain, followed the camp or did not,
according to the individual genius and forethought of
the monarch or general of the day; but when Dow
goes on to tell us that each horseman received from
sixty to two hundred rupees® per month, we can under-
stand the value of his several dissertations. We doubt
whether under any native ruler, in any age, Hindustani
horsemen received all their pay in cash; or if our
present rate of twenty rupees per month to Irregular
Horse was ever materially and continuedly exceeded.
And whatever was paid was in assignments on distant
lands, or in at least half grain and food as rations for
man and beast, and the small balance only in cash.
Dow goes on to say (page xviil. preface) that on such
high pay, the soldiery could afford to encourage the
grain-dealers, &c., who flocked in from neighbouring
towns and villages as armies advanced ; but the traveller
Bernier, with much more apparent truth, tells us that
there were no towns worth mentioning between Delhi
and Agra, and that the banks of the Jumna above
Delhi, being the line of the imperial progress ftowards
Lahore and Cashmere, were extensive huntmg-grounds;
that the imperial corfége usually left the high road, and
sported through these Shikargahs, while the troops
moved more directly forward.

We know that everywhere in the East, the track of
an army is marked by desolation—that villages and
towns are abandoned even at the intelligence of a
coming hostile force. In the south of India, as the
historian Wilkes tells us, such flights are called ewnlsa,
the people burying their valuables, and carrying with
them a few days’ grain—flying to the hills or the

* Page 18, Preface to Dow's Hindustan.
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nearest fortress, and when the cuemy remained longer
than their supplies lasted, famine and death ensuing.

While we should all endeavour, abstaining from idle
self-congratulations, to soften the rigour of the British
yoke, it is only fair to our country to show that the
English in India are not the monsters they are some-
times represented; and that,—although much remains
to be done; many improvements to be made; many
legislative enactments to be set forth, and acfed on;
much to be done, much to be zadone—much for us to
do, more for us to let alone,—~we have less to learn than
18 generally thought from either our Mahommedan or
tlindoo predecessors.

Lord Valentia fifty years ago travelled in a palankeen
to Lucknow, and wrote a book in which he stated that
the Moguls had roads or causeways from one end of
their dominions to the other. = Mr. Buckingham a
quarter of a contury afterwards declared, and in his
time not untruly, that there was not a good road in
India above Barrackpore—and still more recently we
have heard a somewhat similar declaration made at a
great public meeting in Calcutta. But let the period
of our rule be counted, and let it be considered that it
does not materially exceed the united length of the
reigns of Aurungzebe and Akbar, and then let it be
remembered that we have a trunk road from Calcutta to
Delhi; a better road than the Moguls or the Romans
ever had; and that not a distriet in India bui has its
branch roads, all doubtless more or less defective, want-
ing more or less bridges, ghats, seracs, wells, &c.; but
still showing that some attention is now being paid to
the important subject. Let any impartial person visit
the Punjab, where he will scarcely see such a vehicle as
a hackery, or throughout the country alight upon a
road ;* let him then travel to Oude, where his experiences

* Written before its annexation to the British territories.
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will be similar, and then let him cross the Gogra and
enter the Gorruckpoor District, not half a century in
our hands. At once he will find himself in a country
abounding with good roads, many of them bridged—and
every year the number of bridges and other improve-
ments are increasing. In this one district alone we
doubt whether there are less than a thousand miles
of road. We say let these comparisons he fairly made,
and then let England be exempted from the vitupera-
tions and unfair comparisons with which she 1s some-
times assailed ; and rather let those who would so assail
Ler, honestly do their own work ; and, however humbie
be an individual's sphere, no one of us but has the
opportunity, if not of making a road, building a bridge,
or a serai; at least of planting a tree, or of preserving
one that is planted. DBut if even this small means is
denied us, no poverty can prevent us from setting a
good example to those around us, by showing all that
come within our influence, that a Christian is not to be
recognised only by wearing a hat and coaf, and by
attending neither at the mosque or the temple; but by
purity of life and honesty of conduct.

But though compelled, in candour, to admit that
without sword-government the British in India could
not maintain their position, we feel strong in our hearts
the conviction that one good magistrate may be better
than a regiment; one sound law, well administered,
better than a brigade: that civilians must co-operate
with the military; that neither unaided could maintain
our empire, but that a Fappy admixture of a just civil
administration with the strong hand will retain the
country in peace and happiness as long as it is good
that we should hold it; and it is not by believing
either ourselves or our laws all purity, or all corruption,
that we are likely to come to a right understanding of
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what is best for India, but by a close study of its past
history ; of the mistakes, and the injustice of former
rulers, Hindoo, Mahommedan, and European; and then
by setting ourselves down, each in his own sphere, and
honestly working out the details of a code honestly and
ably prepared; not shifting and changing from day to
day, but founded on experience; and suitable to a rude and
simnple people, who, like all people under the sun, prefer
Justice to law, and the speedy obtainment of their ends to
eternal dangling about the precincts of dilatory courts.

But it behoves us, under every view of the case, to
keep up our strength. Debility, the result of apathy
and negligence, would be nothing short of a state of
crime. There are few national, as there are few bodily
aillments, which have not their seat in debility ; and
any very apparcnt symptoms of weakness in the do-
minant power, would, under the present combination of
circumstances, plunge the country into a state of terrible
disorder, and gird about with desolation every province
in Hindoostan.

Let us see then what is our military strength—what
are our means of national defence. (Glance at the map,*
and see the enormous expanse which the Indian Army
is employed to protect~—from Cape Comorin to the
Sutlej; from Kurrachee to the Gulf of Martaban—a
tract of country, containing, according to the caleulations
of the Surveyor-general’s department, a gross area of
1,076,590 square miles, to which must be added some
25,000 on account of our recent acquisitions on the
banks of the Indus. Our army has not only to protect
from foreign aggression this immense territory; but also

* We may avail ourselves of this is, on the whole, the best and most
opportunity strongly to recommend convenient of all the maps of India
Allen’s Map of India. It is dis- which have been published.
tinguished by accuracy of detail and HML
great typographical excellence ; and
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to coerce a population of not less than a hundred mil-
lions—many of thern men of strong military, and others
of stronger predatory habits—twenty millions of them
Mussulmans—all feeling that they are under the yoke
of the stranger. And, however lightly that yoke be
imposed, we must know that, differing in colour, caste,
language, habits—everything; having indeed nothing
in common with our subjects, our rule can scarcely be
a loved one. It has been declared, m prophetic lan-
guage, that ““Japhet shall live in the tents of Shem;”
but may we not attach to the figure more of a military
than of a pastoral character?

But what is this Indian army, called upon thus to
defend this wide expanse of conquered territory? It
consists of 159 regiments of Regular Infantry; 21 of
Cavalry; 5 brigades of Horse Artillery; 14 battalions
of Foot Artillery; and three regiments of Sappers and
Miners., To these must be added about 40 Irregular
corps of Cavalry and Infantry, officered from the line,
to the extent of a commandant, a second-in-command,
and an adjutant—the commanders of troops and com-
panies being Russaldars and Soobadars. In round
numbers we may say that our Indian army is something
very near the following :—

Regular Infantry (European) . . 5,600
(Native). . . . 184,000
Cavalry (Native). . . . 10,200
Artillery (European) . . 5,600 ), exetusive of
— (Native) . . . .  4,600) U=
Sappers and Miners(Native) 2,500
Irregular corps®* , . . . 80,000

Total . 242,500

* This rough estimate does mot Coutingent, and the Police DBatta-
include all the several compouents lious—H. M. L.
of the Nigaw's foree, the Gwalior
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To these regiments are attached, according to the
latest Army Lists of the several Presidencies, 5850 Eu-
ropean officers. Such, with some approach to accuracy,
for perfect accuracy is not easily attainable, is the extent
of the Indian army. By this we must be understood to
signify only the troops of the East India Company—but
in calculating our means of national defence we must
consider, in addition to these forces, the very important
item of some 20 or 30 regiments of European Infantry
and Cavalry, belonging to the army of Great DBritain.
The number of regiments thus employed in India varies
according to the exigency of the times; at present there
are in the three Presidencies, under the Company’s rule,
29 regiments of Cavalry and of Infantry detached from
the army of the Crown,

But the strength of an army does not depend upon
its numbers, but on its efficieney: and the matter now
to be considered is the means of turning the troops at
our disposal to the best possible account. Let us show,
after some rough fashion of our own—suggesting rather
than elaborating—how this 1s to be done.

Our Engineer Corps can searcely be so ealled. It is
a regiment of officers, perhaps not surpassed in ability
by any equal number of officers in the world ; but they
are too much employed as Civil Engineers; too little
engaged during peace in the functions that would best
prepare them for war; and still less so their few sub-
ordinates. Barrack-building and repairing, and aceount-
keeping, are not the best preparatives for a campaign ;
and we know no inducement that the sappers, (all na-
fives, except four serjeants to each company,) have for
exertion, for the enlargement of their minds, or the
study of engineering. The trigonometrical survey of
Ircland was almost "'+ conducted by the Roval
Sappers; Non-Comn, officers and nrivates doing
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all parts of the work. An engineer officer used the
theodolite, but it was as often used by common sappers,
as was the microscope on the base operations; and much
of the mapping was done by them. We do not mean
to say that every sapper was a Colby or an Everest;
but that many, nay the majorty, could read, and use
all the instruments, and understood the eonstruction of
maps ;—Why should it not be so with us? and why
should not at least every serjeant and every native Non-
Commissioned officer in our sappers be able to do as
much? Our trigonometrical and our revenue surveys
show how easily natives are to be faught surveying,
and, if looked after, how well they can sarvey. Why,
then, should not our sappers be employed on the sur-
veys, on the canals, on the roads; not as coolies but as
workmen, until qualified as supervisors; and then, as
such, in positions graduated to their conduct and abi-
lities? A company or more could be employed in the
same mneighbourhood, so that, at a day’s notice, they
could be ready for field service—how much more easily
when already in the field, than when summoned from
Delhi; and how much better qualified would officers
and men be for any duties that they might be called on
to perform, than as now, when coming from perfect idle-
ness or from mere bricklayers’ work. Not that these
labours in the Barrack-master’s department are withont
their uses; or that we object to sapper companies taking
their turn in cantonments; but we do contend that field
work, surveys, laying out of canals and roads, especially
in hilly countries, draining of lands and so forth, are the
employments to call out the powers of engineers, and to
habituate them to do readily and quickly what, on vital
occasions, may be required of them in the field. Every
engineer should not only be able to make an accurate
map, but should be also accustomed to rapid sketching,
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and practise to take in the features of a country; so
that at a glance he can comprehend the strong and weak
points of positions,- the distances of points and their
bearings on the one he occupies, or that the army is to
take up. His subordinates of every grade should be
qualified for some work or other, beyond that of the
shovel, and while none should be ashamed to employ
himself in throwing up the trench or the battery, many
should be able to trace them out and superintend their
construction.®

We would double, nay treble or quadruple, the sap-
pef‘s, and we would attach every engincer officer to
them ; not simply, as at present, a captain and a few of
the youngest subalterns. We should then, with the in-
struction and employment above suggested, have a most
valuable staff corps; most useful in peace, invaluable in
war; and when we think how little is yet known of
India, how few the roads that are passable throughout
the year; that are laid out on scientific principles or
kept in order on any plan; how few the canals; and
how much those in use pay in revenue, as well as what
a Dblessing they are to the lands through which they
pass—when we consider what is wanted for the com-
merce and for the military purposes of the country, in
roads and bridges, we shall find profitable work for
many corps of sappers. In short, we may make their
peace employments as useful to the Government and to
the country as to themselves.

While on this subject, we may incidentally observe
that, two years ago, Lord Ellenborough promised us a

* We need not point out to those
who have much worled with na-
tives, how peculiarly their talents fit
them for all such duties as we have
mentioned ; the trace of the road
from Serinugger {in Clurhwal) to Ke-
darnauth, mactked out by a native

under Mr, Trail’s eye, would do cre-
dit to any engineer; and it ia our
opinion that if their mnoral qualifica-
tious were equal to their intellectual,
there arc native eléves of the trigo-
nometrical survey fully competent
to complete the work.—H. M, L.
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military road from Simla fo Mussourie; and the result
has been that a single engineer officer took a glance at
the line, and no more has been heard of the project.
A road such as was projected would possibly have been
impracticable—that 1s, its expense would have far ex-
ceeded its advantages; but still there 1s no possible
reason why there should not be a military road frem
Kumaon to the Sutlej, passable for guns on mules and
elephants—why the intervening streams should not be
bridged, instead of, as at present, that the only good
bridge, nominally’ on the line (that over the Jumna),
should be really not on the line at all, but several miles
offt—so placed, as we are credibly informed, because the
bank at that place offered a better abutment. When
we have good roads through and up to our Hills, we
shall fiud the value of them for our European soldiery—
but on this subject we shall presently enlarge.

Our artillery officers receive much the same education
as the engineers; though their course of study is a less
extensive one. They receive, however, sufficient pre-
paration in England to enable them at Dum-Dum to
become excellent artillerists, which many of them are;
and we owe it to their early education, .and perhaps to
their having no loaves ready baked for them—to their
being obliged to work their own way to anything be-
yond a subaltern’s birth with a company for eighteen
years, and then the command of a foot battery, that
we see more names among the Artillery as Persian
and Hindustani scholars than in any other branch of
the service,

The men are, as material—as machines, excellent :
but few are much more. Some few good laboratory
men are to be found among them—perhaps three or
four in a company. Thirty or forty per cent. can read
and write; but not one in a hundred studies his duty

C
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scientifically; and the obvious reason is, that he has
not the shadow of a motive for so doing. If he can
read and write and is decently sober, he is sure to
become a serjeant. If he is smart at dnll and well-
behaved and not too independent, he may rise to be a
serjeant-major. Or if his liver is sound, he may live to
be a conductor, or even, at the age of seventy, a deputy
commissary of ordnance. And so in the Golundauze:
if he has taken care of himself and not expended his
vital energies as a young man, he will live to be an old
one; and when physically and mentally disqualified, he
will become a soobadar, or even a soobadar bahadoor;
and all this cven though he may be very little deserving
of such promotion. He has the negative merit of
having outlived the companions of his youth, who
possibly got maimed, or killed, or lost their health,
when he who gained the palm, was absent from his
post or shirking at it ; but we are strongly of opinion
that old age is buf a negative virtue, and should not
without positive merit be rewarded in soldiers; but that
the young man should have some motive to emulate the
veteran. '

There is little objectionable in the artillery system,
except its locations, its system of patronage, and its
utter sacrifice of the interests and usefulness of the -
Foot Artillery to those of the mounted branch—Native
Artillery is stationed at Almorah in the Hills: they
dislike it, and are out of their element there. 'They
should be replaced by Europeans. Large bodies of
Golundauze should not be kept at Dum-Dum and at
Cawnpore, serving as Infantry, without guns and with-
out officers. ¢ least half the Kuropean Artillery should
be located in hill stations; and the weakly and sick
men of the other half should be with them. Cherra
Poonjee, Dargeling, Kumaon, Mussourie, Sobatheo,
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Kussoulie, and the immediate neighbourhood of those
places, would amply accommodate them all.

To each company of Golundauze should be attached
three Kuropean serjeants and three corporals; and to
every company, Iuropean and Native, there should not
be less than two officers when in cantonments and three
n the field. At present, while a single troop of Horse
Artillery has three or four officers, and they remain
with it for years, a company is lucky if it possesses one;
and that one is sometimes changed two or three times
within a year. 'We have often and often seen lads of a
year's or two years’ standing, going on service with two
or .four guns, and even with a company. Indeed the
exception to the rule is, when a company of artillery
proceeds on service under a captain, and then the
chances are ten to one that he has been taken from
the staff, or suddenly drawn from another end of the
country to command men, on perhaps an emergency,
that he never saw before; to take charge of stores and
guns that he has not a day to inspect; and where, as a
stranger, he knows not the good from the bad men, and
has not only to do his own duty, but to be the labora-
tory man, and the everything-else for a time himself,
The consequence of all this is, that our Foot Artillery is
not at all what it might be, and that the Foot Artillery
officers, though harder worked and worse paid, are often
better a.rtlllensts more practical, rough-and-ready men,
than their Horse Artillery brethren. DBut the reward
they look to, for making a bad company a good one—
for redeeming drunkards info respectability, slovens
into smart soldiers—is,'to be removed from the company
into a troop ; and to throw back the poor fellows who
have learnt to appreciate their exertions, to the tender
mereies of an old officer who cares not for them, or to a
young hand who is learning his own duty, and each of

c 2
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whom will possibly have gone his way before the year
has expired. Such a system 1s cruel in the extreme to
the men themselves, and most injurious to the service.*
The men, as material, are much the same in both
branches ; the officers are the same; but whether it be
the Gtolundauze and the Native Horse Artillery, or the
European Horse and Foot Artillery, there is a woeful
difference between the two branches, entirely owing to
the different footing on which the two are placed, the
standing they occupy, and the way they are officered.
It is a dogmau very staunchly upheld by some Horse
Artillery officers—generally not the wisest of them—
that their branch should be a close borough. We have
heard some captains, who spent most of their subaltern
days in the Foof, forgetful of this fact, uphold the
absurdity. We, as dispassionate observers, always
thought that if the Horse Artillery were to be a matter
of patronage and profit, it should be given to the best
artillery officers—to those who were best acquainted
with and best performed their duty; who could ride,
who could see, and who could hear. But too frequently
we have seen all these requisites neglected, and very
bad officers appointed simply through local interest ; and
as this is likely to continue the case as long as man is
man, we should be glad to see the Foot Artillery on a
full equality with the Horse as to all emoluments,

equipment, and officering.

* We cannot foo strenwously in-
sist on this }mint. We have known
companies of Foot Artillery to be, in
the course of three or four months,
commanded by as many officers, We
have known subalterns to command
one after the other—or perhaps
two at a titne—all the four com-
panies of a battalion within six
months ; and we have known a bat-
talion to be go destitute of officers

It would be materially to

that the four (now five) companies
have fallen to the command of the
adjutant. It is impossible that, un-
der such a system, the ofticers can
fake any interest in their men, or
that the men should place any con-
fidence in their ofticers, who neces-
sarily trust everything —even the
promotions—to the pay-serjeant,
who really commands the company.
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the benefit of the service and to the advantage of the
artillery regiment at large. All artillery officers should
have Horse allowance and Cavalry pay, after they have
Joined batteries, and as long as present with them. All
batteries should be horsed ; the additional expense to be
covered by reducing two guns from each of the Horse
Artillery troops. Three G-pounders and a 12-pounder
howitzer well horsed, with—as at present—a double set
of horses, all picked ones, no roarers and man-eaters to
stop the team and vitiate the powers of the other five;
but all steady first-rate cattle, accustomed to work with
Cavalry on all sorts of ground ; with every horse willing
to work either as leader or in the shafts. Such batteries
on the out-rider system would, on a long campaign, tell
more effectually than the six guns under the present
system ; and 1t is not the least merit of the plan we
propose that it would put at the head of troops the
young and active captains, or at least men who did not
seek such commands simply for tire extra pay.

Our Foot Artillery batteries would then be on their
proper footing; they would be well horsed with slow
but stout cattle; they would be as well officered as the
Horse Artillery ; the officers would have no motive for
change, and their men would soon feel and appreciate
the difference, and be as smart and efficient as are now
their mounted brethren. Our 9-pounder batteries, in-
stead of, as at present, being considered incumbrances,
would always be up in action with the infantry; and
would perform all the service they are capable of, but
which they are now seldom permitted to do. It is at
any rate a sheer waste of money, to keep the whole
Foot Artillery of India inefficient; it is waste of wmoncy
now, we say; for we look on two well-equipped guns
as more to the purpose than six ill-found omes. But
what is waste and folly now may, if not rectified, cost
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life and treasure hereafter; nay, may cost us India: and
most absurd does it seem that the one arm which our
enemies all dread ; which alone, from the days of Hyder
Ally to those of Akbar Khan, they all acknowledge they
cannot match—the arm which our own sepoys look to
and rely on—is the one we most neglect; the one that
is in fact left to Providence. We could point out
innumerable instances; we will satisfy ourselves with
onc—the state of the single battery at Ferozepoor when
the Cabul outbreak took place. For the two previous
years we all know how many reports there had been of
Beikh inroads and invasions, and yet in November, 1541,
when half that battery was ordered to Peshawur, it had
to borrow bullocks from the commissariat, and was sent
under an officer not three years in the service. The
battery was then under one of its many transitions; it
had twico had horses and once camels, and we believe
twice bullocks within two years; and of course when
wanted for the field lad no cattle at all; and the young
officer who went with the detachment had not joined
the company a month. The sooner such matters arc
mended the better: we should at least know by this
time whether camels, bullocks, elephants, or horses are
Lest for draught; and at any rate if experiments are to
be tried, our exposed frontier stations are not the ones
to dismantle, while the periodical mutations are in pro-
gress.® _

We are amused to hear that it has been determined,
to add a captain to each Infantry Regiment, but not to
the Cavalry. If any branches of the service requirc
officers and good ones, they are the native cavalry
and native artillery. Either is almost useless without

* We are glad to hear that a added to a strong one of three, all
mountain train is again likely to be placed with a couple of companics

£quipped, and should be glad to see of FEuropeans at a hill station.—
an eEaphant. battery,of six pounderas .M. L. (1844).
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officers; and yet the latter has only half the number
that the European branch has; whilst the furmer is not
thought to require as many as the infantry. Had we
our will, there should be, in addition to a full comple-
ment of oflicers, half a dozen or more Europeans in
every troop of native cavalry; say three serjeants and
three corporals; men promoted for smartness and gal-
lantry from the Dragoons and Horse Artillery. Such
men, with two officers to every troop, would bring up a
cavalry corps to the charge in the style in which it
should be done. 'We should have no pausing to count
the enemy ; nor would the few European officers have
to be casting in their minds whether their men would
follow thenm ; nor when the eritical moment came would
they have a doubt that, wherever they led, the corps
would be at their heels.

But our Infantry must ever be our main-stay; it it
ig indifferent, the utmost efficiency in other branches
will little avail. We are inclined to advocate the pre-
sence of two Kuropean officers. with each company of
cvery regular sepay corps; but we would divide the
Native Intantry into three classes; have a fourth of the
army on the footing of the Khelat-i-giljee corps; and
say an eighth forming a third class somewhat similar
to the Khelat-i-giljees and the several contingents, but
the othicers commanding companies being solely natives;
and from them should be selected commandants, seconds
in command, and adjutants, for the corps formed and
commanded by natives, one of which should be in every
brigade to cause emulation and prevent suspicion; and,
by a mixture of interests, interfere with combinations.
We will presently offer a scheme for doing away with
native oflicers in the regular corps; but would desire
that all promotions to command of companies in the
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corps of the 2nd and 3rd elass should he made from
the Infantry at large.

Native officers have long since been voted useless.
They are great incumbrances in war; they are nonen-
tities in peace. Occasionally a lion-hearted old fellow
of seventy will keep up with his company in a charge
or on a forced mareh ; but he forthwith dies of exhaus-
tion, after having, perhaps for a yvear or more during
the campaign, put the commissariat to the expense of
carrying grain for him, three or four servants, a pony,
and half or a whole camel. In quarters they have no-
thing to do but to brood over their position; to feel
that they are nominally officers, and yet that the ser-
Jjeant-major 1s liable to command them, and that beard-
less boys are every day put over them. At Vellore and
clsewhere, they did not prevent.or give warning of in-
tended massacre and insurrection ; nor have they in the
late cases of the 60th, 34th, 64th, and of the Cavalry
and Artillery, either given a clue to their officers of
what was the real motive of discontent, or do they
appear to have striven to prevent insubordination.

We conceive that the motive of Government in hav-
ing three native officers attached to each company and
troop—who have nothing to do, and whose ages may
be said to average sixty-two—must be their supposed
moral influence with the sepoys, and the encourage-
ment given to the latter by placing before their eyes
their kinsmen promoted to such grades, and living com-
fortably and in honour among them. If such be the
reason, how much more potent would this moral in-
fluence be, if the old men were eomfortably seated
under their own neem or mangoe trees, talking to their
grandchildren and to the wondering villagers gathered
around them, of the beneficence of the Honourable
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Company, instead of toiling in the hot winds ogtreaty,
sure parties, or vexing themselves under young -
pean officers in petty and discomforting duties unsuit-
ahle to their age, in which, though they are present in
person, they can secarcely be called performers.

‘We would fain see every soldier, European and Native,
and every native officer, appear before a committee at
fifty years of age, and be at once sent to the invalids,
or remanded for five years' further duty, according to
his health, after which time—that is, at latest after
fifty-five years of age—no man should be allowed to
remain with a regiment. KEuropean officers are less ex-
posed than their men; the waste of vital energy is not
so great: but we are not sure that our commissioned
rapks might not benefit by some such weeding.

Allahabad, Chunar, and other fortresses, as well as
all treasuries and magazines—both of which should 77-
variably be within forts, or redoubts of some kind or
other—should be garrisoned by invalids, supported by
small detachments of regulars for night and exposed
duties. Invalids should be sent to their homes at sixty
vears of age, af lalest; or, as at present, earlier periods,
when disabled by sickness or wounds.

No sepoy, not considered qualified to rise to be a
soobadar, should be promoted beyond the rank of naick.
Hayvildars should be promoted, in their turn, to the rank
of jemadar, and if considered unfit for the active duties
of a lieutenant (jemadar) of a company or troop, to be
transferred to the garrison or home invalids, according
to age and strength. Jemadars should rise by seniority
to the rank of soobadar; but no native officer should
be promoted to second in command but for distin.
guished conduct. Seconds should rise to commandants
by seniority, subject ‘of course to proof of eontinued
good conduct. The adjutants of these native corps
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might be promoted at once from the rank of naick and
havildar; and as jemadars rise in their turmn to com-
mand, naicks being steady soldiers, but passed over as
not being sufficiently smart for native officers, might be
mnvalided (when worn out, or beyond age) as havildars.

The Garrison Invalid corps should in all respects he
paid as troops of the line; the Home Invalids as at pre-
sent; and all ranks and orders should understand that
rates of pay will not be altered, that invalids will not
be remanded (as has been the case) to regimental duty;
and the rates of pay, rations, foreign allowance, &ec., &c.,
should be as distinctly and fully laid down as possible,
o that no excuse could be given for error or miscalcu-
lation on the subject.

We should then have three descriptions of Native
Infantry ; the first class, regular intantry, officered by
a full complement of Kuropeaus; the second class, par.
tially so officered ; the third class, commanded and offi-
cered entirely by natives—but the two last always
employed in brigade, or at least in concert with the
regular corps.

The native officers would then have definite duties,
and not be too old te perform them. The old and worn-
out veterans would be comfortably located in quarters,
or enjoying themselves quietly at home. There would
be less clashing of interests, more contentment, and
greater efficiency, at perhaps a less expense than at
1i-sent; for a much less number than seventy regular
iuantry regiments would suffice for Bengal, if we were
to establish an increased number of such as form the
Giwalior Contingent, supported again by a few com-
manded by such soldiers as old Mahommed Issoof.*

* ThereaderofIn® ' - o r3 under Lawrence
remernber the com -1t who could safely
o ' vur cunvoys through the

.country, We commend his
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Let us not be met with an outery about the attendant
decrease of Turopean officors. We know their value
very well, but we know that there are many bad as
well as many good ones; and we know that although,
where sepoys have been taught to follow only Kuro-
peans, there should always be enough of the latter to
ensure vacancies being filled up in action, as leaders
fall; yet where men have not been so habituated, we
gee not why our sepoys should not be permitted to
use the senses and the courage they possess, without
on every occasion relying on the leading and the life
of an individual. Shah Socjal’s regiments Dbebaved
admirably in Affighanistan; and the discipline of Cap-
tain Mitchell’s regiment of the old Gwalior Contingent
was the admiration of beholders. Clive’s, Lawrence’s,
and Coote’s battalions had seldom with them more than
three or four officers; and yet the deeds of those days
are not surpassed by those of the present.

Our regular issue of pay, and our pension establish.
ment, are the foundation-stones of our rule; and there
cannot be a doubt ihat for the lower orders our service
is a splendid one. DBut it offers no inducement to
superior intellects, or more stirring spirits. Men sa
endowed, knowing they can always gain their bread in
any quarter, leave us in disgust, and rise to rank in
foreign services. Did the times avail, they would raise
standards of their own, and turn against us the dis-
cipline they learnt in our ranks. Rank and cor ' e
in our service would bind such men to our ... s,
It is a straw that turns the current. Such men as
Nadir Shah and Hyder Ally did not, at the outset, aim
at sovereignty; their ambition increased with their suc-

history as narrated by Wilkes to our  jurious treatment and unjust sus-
readers, and especially the detail picions on the conduet of this fine
{page 326, vol. L) of the effect of in~ old Native soldier—H. M. L.
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cess, and what, early in life, would have contented them,
was, at a later day, despised.

There are many commandants in the Mahrattah and
Beikh service, who were privates in our army. General
Dhokul Singh, now at Lahore, was a dnll naick in one
of our sepoy corps; and Rajah Buktawar Singh, one of
the richest and most powerful men in Oude, was a havil-
dar 1n our cavalry. DBut is it not absurd that the rank
of soobadar major and russaldar major 13 the highest
that a native can aftain in a native army of nearly
300,000 men,—in a land, too, that, above all others, has
been accustomed to see military merit rewarded, and
to witness the successive rise of families from the lowest
conditions, owing to gallantry in the field?

There is always danger in handling edged tools, but
justice and Liberality forge a stronger chain than a sus-
picious and niggardly policy. We hold that no place
or office should be absolutely barred to the native sol-
dier, although the promotion of every individual should
be grounded on his individual merits, and the requisite
cautions be taken that he should not be tempted be-
yond his strength. The grandsons of the Gauls who
opposed Ceasar, were senators of Rome; and the Jye
Singhs and Jeswunt Singhs led the Mogul armies; but
1t cannot be said that it was to any such liberality the
empire of either Rome or Delhi owed its fall.

‘Whenever sepoys and Europeans know and under-
stand each other, the utmost harmony exists between
them; witness the 35th B. N, I. and HM.’s 13th at
Julalabad; and we remember many such cases of old.
Indeed, it was only the other day that we heard a sepoy
of the 26th N. L say, “ If we go on service, send with
us Number Nine” (H.M.’s 9th, with which they were
brigaded in Affghanistan). Such a spirit should be
encouraged ; and it would be well to attach perma-
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nently to each Europcan regiment, while in India, a
couple of companies, or more, of picked men, chiefly
Mussulmans, and the lower tribes of military Hindus
—these companies to act as the Auxiliaries and Velites
did with the Romans. Let them be Light Infantry ;
and, as picked and honoured troops, receive some ad-
ditional pay. We know that Europeans cannot march
in India without a detachment of natives accompany-
ing them, and that such duty, as at present performed,
is much disliked. But placed on some such footing as
above proposed, the service might be made a duty of
honour, and the sepoys of such companies, working
well with Buropeans, would be almost equal in value
to the latter. The system has been found to work well
with the gun lascars attached to the European Artillery,
even though they have not been cared for and made
much of, as we would propose all natives < employed
should be.

And now a few words on the subject of enlistment.
Our sepoys come too much from the same parts of the
country ; Oude, the lower Dooab and upper Behar.
There 18 too much of clanship among them, and the
evil should be remedied by enlisting in the Saharunpoor
and Delhi districts, in the hill regions, and in the Malay
and Burmah States. We laugh at our hill men; but
they are much the same class as form Rajah Golab
Singh’s formidable Jumboos. But what indecement do
we offer to any but coolies to enter into the Simoor or
Nussuree battalions, when we give the men only five
rupees per month, proportionably pay Native officers,
and calling the corps local battalions, have them one
day at Bhurtpoor, the next at Ferozepoor? Such
policy is very bad; and we should rather encourage
the military classes in the Hills to enter all our corps.
We would have, too, some companies or regiments of
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Malays; of China-men; of Mhugs and Burmese; and
mix them up at large stations with our sepoy corps.
‘We would go further, and would encourage the now
despised Eurasians to enter our ranks, either into sepoy
corps where one or two here and there would be useful,
or a8 detached companies or corps. We are aware that
they are not considered a warlike race. We might
make them so, and we doubt not, with good officers,
could do so. Courage goes much by opinion; and
many a man behaves as a hero or a coward, according as
be considers he is expected to behave. Onee two Iloman
Legions held Britain; now as many Britons might hold
Ttaly.

There is no doubt that whatever danger may threaten
us in India, the greatest is from our own troops. We
should, therefore, while giving no cause of discontent;
while paying them well and regularly providing for
them in their old age; while opening a wide field for
legitimate ambition ; and rewarding, with promotion,
medals, jagheers, gallantry and devotion; abstain from
indiscriminately heaping such rewards upon men unde-
serving of them; and we should at all times carefully
avoid giving anything or doing anything, under an ap-
pearance of coercion, on the demand of the soldiery.
The corps that under Greneral Pollock misbehaved at
Peshawur, should at least have Dbeen denied medals.
Had they been so, possibly we should have been spared
late events on the N. W. Frontier and in Scinde; and
we should remember that every officer is not fitted for
command, much less to command soldiers of a different
religion and country; and that where, as has repeatedly
of late years been shown, regiments were found to be
going wrong through the weakness or the tyranny of their
commanders—it matters not whether from too much
strictness or too little—full enquiry should at once be
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made and remedial measures instituted.  If commanders
cannot manage their regiments, they should be removed
from them, and that quickly, before their corps are
irremediably destroyed. How much better would it be
to pension, and to send to Ingland, such men as we
Liave in command of some corps, than to allow them to
remain a day at the head of a regiment to set a bad
exaople to their men. We could, at this moment,
point out more than one commander answering our de-
scription ; and we would seriously call the attention of
those in high places to the injury that even one such
officer may commit. Ile may drive a thousand men
into discontent, and that thousand may corrupt many
thousands—and all this may be done by a man without
any positive evil in lom; but simply because he is not
a soldier, has not the feelings of a soldier; frets the men
one day, neglects them the next: and is known by them
all to care for nothung beyond his personal interests and
his own hisab-kitab.

Before leaving this subject of the Native Aray, we
must devote a few sentences to one of its most important
components, of which we have made no specific mention.
The Irregular Cavalry is a most useful branch of the
service, doubly so as providing for military classes that
do not fancy our regular service. But we much doubt
whether we adopt the best method of keeping up the
efficiency of the Irregulars, which are our light horse;
but which we encumber, as we do all other branches,
with officers, and even privates, of sixty and even seventy
years of age. We are not sure that we could not point
out many native officers very much above seventy; and
we once heard a commandant of one of these corps say
his old men were his smartest—no great compliment to
the quality of his young omes. But the fact is, that
the purwustee system is more injuriously employed in
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the Irregular Horse than in any other branch of the
army ; though generally from kind and good motives.
In times of peace these corps are little thought of, have
nothing to do, are on small outpost duty, or, where col-
lected, are entirely under their commander’s authority
and cye; but in service they are cruelly and often reck-
lessly knocked about and exposed; no one has pity on
them, and their own officers have therefore need the
more to care for them. Mostly Patans or Rajpaots and
Mahommedans of family, they are men of expensive
habits, are almost all involved, and, from a system that
has gradually crept in, they do not (generally) receive
the pay allowed them by Government; that is to say,
every man entering, in (we believe) seven out of the
nine corps, has not only to purchasc his horse and
equipments, but to pay one hundred and fifty rupees or
thereabouts to the estate or family of the man whose
decease or invaliding created the vacancy. Such dona-
tion of course throws the recruit at once into the money-
lender’s hands, and often leaves him for life a debtor.
If the man again has not the cash to purchase a horse,
he rides one belonging to a Native officer or to some
privileged person, and becomes what is called his bar-
geer—the soldier receiving only seven or eight rupees
a month, and the owner of the horse the balance of the
twenty allowed by Government.

There 15 much in all this and in the Kutchery and
Banking system, prevalent in almost every corps (and
without which, so deep-rooted 1s the evil, few Irregular
regiments could now take the field), that requres
gradual amendment, for while Government pays twenty
rupees a month to each man, it 1s calculated, one with
another, that the men do not receive above sixteen ; and
consequently, as far as efficiency is concerned, they are
as if' they received only that much pay; and when
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called on for service, instead of having a stock to draw
on to render them efficient, they have to call on their
banker; and enter more deeply into his books.

We have heard officers say that but for these bankers
they did not know how they could have taken their
corps on service; and we know how much trouble,
vexation, and expense, has often been incurred by com-
manders, to render their regiments eflicient. But
whatever be the motive—and we believe that in the Ir-
regular Horse it is a very good one——that makes elose
boroughs of corps, bringing into them only the sons and
nephews of those already enlisted, when better men are
candidates, the result is bad; and it is worse still, that
such fines should be paid at starting as tend to shackle
the troopers for life. So great is the evil that we con-
sider that Government would do well to redeem all debts
as they now stand and forbid the system for the future ;
and peremptorily order the service to be thrown open to
candidates out of the several regiments, being men of
respectability and bringing their own horses or able to
purchase that of the man who created the vacancy. The
fine we have mentioned is in some corps put on the price
of the horse, so that the recrmit, instead of one hundred
and twenty-five rupees, bhas to pay two hundred and
seventy for his charger.

The consequence of all this is, that we have not the
horses, and often not the men, in the Irregular Cavalry,
that we might have for the twenty rupees per month
paid by Government. It is only justice to the Ir-
regulars to say that it is wonderful what they have done
on service, in spite of their old men and their small,
poor horses; but having done well with little means,
they would assuredly do better under a more encourag-
ing system. The Poona Horse, we understand, reccive

thirty rupees per month, and they are a most efficient
D
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body. The matter of pay and equipment of the Ir-
regulars requires serious attention; bad Cavalry are
worth little, and we would prefer five regiments of first-
rate, to ten of indifferent, quality.

As our army is constituted, the Irregular Horse is the
only outlet for the native gentry. Hvery dayit becomes
less so, while recruiting is restricted to dependants of
those already in the service. Lord Ellenborough’s
project of adding a portion of Irregulars, on increased
pay. to the Body-guard was a wise measure; and we
should be glad to see still further encouragement held
out to gallantry and devotion. A Rassulah in each re-
giment pught be formed from men who had distin-
guished themselves, each man of such troop receiving
four or five rupees additional monthly pay. We would
also give the command of half the Irregular corps to
Native officers; such commanders, with their seconds
and adjutants, to be selected for gallantry and good
conduct ; two brigades, each of two such corps, might
be formed in the Bengal presidency ; one stationed at
Umbala, the other at Cawnpore; to be commanded by
a brigadier under the Native title of Bukshee with a
brigade-major under the designation of Naib—these
two (European) officers not interfering in regimental
details, further than paying the men and sanctioning
promotions—the Dukshees and Naibs to be officers
selected from present commandants. The system, we
are convinced, would work well as giving objects of am-
bition to the more adventurous spirits. And having
two good European officers with them, there would
always be a check on the conduct of the Native com-
manders, who, we believe, would feel pride in keeping
their corps in as efficient a state as those commanded by
European officers.

But after all, what could we do without the Euro-
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pean portion of the armyP—useless of course by itself,;
but without which all else would soon pass from our
hands. And yet how do we repay the gallant hearts
that daily bleed for us, that daily sink and expire in a
foreign land, uncared for and unpitied? We cliefly
allude to the Company’s Kuropean troops, but much
will apply to Her Majesty’s. How little is done, or at
least how much more might be done, for the comfort
and happiness of the men, and by the saving of their
lives, for the pockets of Government !

In the first place, we consider that Fort William is
about the worst station in India for Europeans,—espe-
cially for new comers. We would therefore see H. M.
Regiments at once proceed up the country; and
throughout India would have the Europeans, as far
as possible, on the Hills, not keeping a man more than
absolutely necessary on the plains. Three-fourths of
the European Infantry and Foot Artillery and one-half
of the Dragoons and Horse Artillery might easily be
established on the Hills; and of the corps at Fort
William, Madras, and Bombay, all the weakly men
should be at Cherrah Poonjee or Darjeeling; or at
the sapataria of the other presidencies. Nature has
given us chains of hills in all directions, not only east
and west, but through Central India, that would enable
us to have moderately-cool stations in every quarter;
and when the expense in life and in death of Europeans
on the present system is considered; when it is re-
membered that every recruit costs the Government one
thousand rupees, or £100; that barracks, with tatties
and establishments and hospitals, must be kept up at
great expense, and that with all applhances the life of
an European is most miserable, how clear it is, that we
should alter the old system, and, following the laws of
nature, avail ourselves of the means and localities at

D2
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our disposal that enable us, at a much less expense, to
keep up our Europeans in double their present efficiency
in the Hills ; entailing, it is true, a certain first outlay,
but which would be soon covered by the saving of
life and the reduction in establishments, rations, &ec.
If Lord Ellenborough had done nothing else in India,
he would deserve well of his country for establishing
three European stations on the Hills. Three more may
easily be so placed on the Bengal presidency; and the
proportion of Artillery and Cavalry we have mentioned
be posted there. But we must have good roads and
ample means of conveyance on all the routes and
rivers leading to such locations; we must have a
certain proportion of carriage kept up; and have our
rivers covered with boats, and among them many
steamers.

We would advocate the employment, or permission
to employ themselves, of half the Europeans on the
Hills as handicrafts, in agriculture, trade, &e. A large
proportion of the household troops are so employed in
London ; and yet the Guards of England have never
been found wanting. Rations, establishments and bar-
racks in half quantities would thus only be required;
and perhaps a portion of the pay of men so employed
would in time be saved. Small grants of land, too,
1ight be given on the Hills or in the Dhoon to Euro-
pean invalids of good character, on terms of military
service within a certain distance; or on terms of sup-
plying a recruit, for seven or ten years, to a Xuropean
corps.

Three-fourths of the European children, who now die
in the barracks on the plains, would live on the Hills,
and would recruit our corps with stout healthy lads,
such as may be seen in Mr. Mackinnon’s school at
Mussouree, instead of the poor miserable parboiled
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creatures, that we see as drummer boys throughout the
service.

The Chunar establishment bodily moved to the Mus-
sourie neighbourhood would be an incalculable benefit
and blessing. Indeed, it is marvellous that the cruelty
of such a location as Chunar for European invalids has
not been oftener brought to notice, and that the hottest
rock in India has been permitted to continue to this
day as a station for European invalids.

All that we have mentioned is not only feasible but
easy; and we doubt not that all the expense which
would be incurred by the change of locations and aban-
donment of barracks would he cleared by the several
savings within seven years. 'We must walk before we
can run ; and we therefore only advocate roads, mefalied
roads, to each lll station; but we hope and expect
soon to see railroads established on each line, so that
in twelve hours the corps from Kussowlee, Sobathoo,
and Mussourie could be concentrated at Delbi. Greaf
as would be the first outlay on such rails, we are well
satisfied that they would pay; and who can calculate
the benefit of being at once able to keep our Europeans
in a good climate, and, at the rate of twenty or thirty
miles an hour, to bring them to bear upon any point?
‘We should then realize Hyder Ally’s notion, and really
keep our Europeans in cages ready to let slip on occa-
sions of pecessity.

Every inducement should be held out to our Euro-
pean soldiers to conduct themselves as respectable men
and good Clristians. Reading-rooms and books in
abundance should be provided: all sorts of harmless
games encouraged; the children of all on the plains
be sent to the Hills, and placed in large training
establishments, where hpys and girls might (separately)
be instructed in what would make them useful and
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respectable in their sphere of life; and be taught from
the beginning to stir themselves like Europeans, and
not with the listlessness (as is usual in the barrracks)
of Asiatics. '

We cannot write too emphatically on this most im-
portant branch of our subject. The morality of our
European army in India is a matter which should
engage the anxious attention not only of the military
enquirer, but of every Christian man—every friend of
humanity in the country. Tt is not simply a question
of the means of making good soldiers; but of the
means of making good men, and fherefore good soldiers.
We do not judge the European soldier harshly, when
we say that the average standard of barrack morality is
very low, for we cheerfully admit, at the same time, that
the temptations to excess are great ; the inducements to
good conduct small; the checks wholly insufficient. 1t
would be a wonder of wonders, if, neglected as he 1is,
the Furopean soldier were to occupy a higher place in
the scale of Christian morality, but whatever he may
have to answer for, it is almost beyond denial that the
responsibilities of the officer are far greater than his
own. The soldier's sins of commission are not so
heavy as the officer’s sins of omission, from which they
are the direct emanations. The moral character of a
regiment, be it good or bad, fairly reflects the amount
of interest taken by the officers in the well-being of
their men. The soldier wanders out of garrison or
cantonment and commits excesses abroad, because he
has no inducements to remain withuin the precincts of
the barrack square. He goes abroad in scarch of
amusement-—and he finds not amusement but excite-
ment ; he makes his way to the village toddy-shop, or
to the punch-house; he seeks other haunts of vice; and
when both money and credit are gone, perhaps he takes
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to the high road. This would not happen, if regi-
mental officers really did their duty to their men.* It
13 not merely the duty of an officer to attend parade, to
MALEGNYIEe a company or regiment, to mount guard, to
sanction promotions, to see the pay issued, to sign
monthly returns, and to wear a coat with a standing
collar. The officer has higher duties to perform; a
duty to his sovereign ; a duty to his neighbour; a duty
to his God, not to be discharged by the siinple obser-
vance of these military formalities. He stands iz loco
parentis; he is the father of his men; his treatment of
them should he such as to call forth their reverence and
affection ; and incite in them a strong feeling of shame
on being detected by him in the commission of un-
worthy actions. It is his duty to study their cha-
racters; to ipterest himself in their pugsuits; to
enhance their comforts; to assist and to encourage,
with counsel and with praise, every good effort; to
extend his sympathy to them in distress; to console
them in afliction—to show by every means in his
power, that though exiles from home and aliens from
their kindred, they have yet a friend upon earth, who
will not desert them. These are the duties of the offi-
cer—and duties too which cannot be performed without
an abundant recompense. 'There are many idle, good-
hearted, do-nothing officers, who find the day too long,
complain of the country and the climate, are devoured
with ennui, and living between excitement and reaction,
perbaps, in time sink into hypechondriasis—but who
would, if they were to follow our advice, tendered not
arrogantly but affectionately, find that they had dis-

* The wives of the officers have merely in word, but in deod.—To all
also o duty to perform; and the wonld we say Go amd o 7T g
moral influgnce which they might It is possible that in ticle

cxercise is great. Some ladies are we Ly cnlarge upon t.. b
willing to acknowledge this, not
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covered a new pleasure; that a glory had sprung up in
a shady place; that the day was never too long, the
climate never too oppressive; that at their up-rising
and their down-sitting serenity and cheerfulness were
ever present—that in short they had begun a new life,
as different from that out of which they had emerged,
as the sunshine on the hill-top from the gloom in the
abyss. Some may smile—some may sneer—some may
acknowledge the truth dimly and forget it. To all we
have one answer to give, couched in two very short
words—Try if.

We need scarcely enter into minute details to show
the manner in which this is to be done. Every officer
knows, if he will know, 4ow it is to be done. The
youth of a month’s standing in the army, endowed

. with ‘ordinary powers of observation, must perceive
that there are fifty ways open to his seniors, by which
they may advance the well-being and happiness of the
inmates of the barracks. Let them see, think, and act,
as men endowed with faculties and understandings;
and we shall hear no more of that imtense longing after
transportation to a penal settlement, which has of late
possessed many of our soldiers and urged them to the
commission of capital offences. Does not this one fact
declare trumpet-tongued the misery of a barrack hife in
India—does it not pronounce the strongest condemna--
tion on those, who make no effort to shed a cheering
light upon the gloomy path of the exiled soldier?

But we must do something more than alleviate the
sufferings of the present—we must render him hopeful
of the future; we must brighten up his prospects;
animate him with a new-born courage; fill him with
heart and hope that he may “still bear up and steer
right on,” until better days shall dawn upon him; and
the wretchedness and humilitation of the past shall have
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a snbduing influence in the retrospeet, and shall lift up
his soul with devout feelings of gratitude and love.

The commissioned ranks of the army should not be
wholly closed against the deserving soldier in the Com-
pany’s service, more than in the Queen’s. There are no
English regiments, which contain so many young men
of family and education, as the few European corps and
battalions in the army of the East India Company; and
we should be truly glad to see the present great paucity
of officers in the Native Army, in some degree, remedied
by the appointment to each regiment of Cavalry and
Infantry, and battalion or brgade of Artillery, and to
the corps of Engineers, an ensign or second-licutenant
from the Non-Commissioned ranks; and that henceforth
a fourth or fifth of the patronage of the army should be
appropriated to the ranks.

For such prowmotion, we should select in some such
fashion as the following. Let examination committees
be held at Calcutta, Cawnpore, and two of the Hill
stations twice a year; let any European soldier that
wished appear before it ; and having passed some such
examination as is required at Addiscombe, substituting
a course of history and geography, and what by late
orders is required in Hindustani before officers can hold
Companies, for some of the Addiscombe requisites; let
such men be held eligible for commissions in the En-
gineers and Artillery, and those passing in Hindustani
and in a more limited course of mathematics for the Ca-
valry and Infantry; but before any man received a com-
mission, he should have served one year as a Sergeant
Major, Quarter-Master Serjeant or Colour Sergeant, or
as a Sub-Conductor, and produce a character for sobriety
and good conduct and general smartness as a soldier.

‘With such a stimulus what might not our European
soldiery Dbecome? The educated and unfortunate,
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instead of being our worst characters, would be inspired
with hope, while many would mpe away the stain of
carly misconduct, and, by recovering their characters and
position, bring peace to their bereaved families. By the
infusion, too, of a different class into our covenanted ser-
vice, we should all he more put on our metal; and in fact
not only would the whole tone and position of the Gora-
log be elevated, but their rigse would in a certain degree
raise the European character throughout the country.
As Secretary-at-War, our present Governor-General *
did much for the British soldier; he thoroughly under-
stands their wants, and by his acts he has proved that
he does not consider that they should be shut out
from hope. We beseech his good offices on behalf of
the Iiuropean soldiers of India—the majority of them
exiles for life; and when we consider the effect of cha-
racter everywhere, the moral influence of one honest, of
one good and zealous man, who would lightly discard
any means of raising the tone of our Europeans? oo
lamentable is the effect of their present misconduct, of
their drunkenness, their violence, their brutality, for us
to deny that the present system does not answer, and
that it calls loudly for change. Every individual Eun-
ropean, be he officer or private soldier, we look on as in
his sphere a missionary for good or for evil. 'We have
hinted that one indifferent commanding officer may ruin
a whole corps.  The experience of many will furnish an
example. From violence, injustice, meanness, or indif-
fercnce——from sceds of different sorts the equally baneful
{rnit i3 produced, discipline 13 undermined, discontent
cogendered, and mishehaviour and its train ensues.

On the other hand, what may not one Christian soldier
do? However lowly his position, how much has he not
within his power? 'The man who, a Christian at heart,

* The late Lord Hardinge.
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devotes himself to his duties, and, vexing neither him-
self nor those under him with harassing frivolities, per-
severingly acts up to what he believes his duty—not
with mere eye or lip service, but as evincing his love
to God by performing his duty to man—such a man will
not be the one to quail in the hour of danger; his
shoulder is ever at the wheel, whether it be in the dull
duties of cantonment, the trying times of sickness and
famine, or the exhilarating days of success; all will find
him cheerful, all will find him at his post.

‘We fear there is still a very common under-estimate
of military character and military duty. The philo-
sophical moralist who cally the soldier a mere licensed
murderer ; the Epicurean who only wonders at the mad-
ness of men who consent to stand and be shot at, when
they could get their bread in some pleasanter way; the
narrow-minded Christian, who thinks of soldiers and
their possible salvation in the same dubious tone as Cor-
poral Trim, when he asked “a negro fas a soul, an
please your honour?” and the country gentleman who
pronounces on the blockhead or blackguard among his
sons, that “the fellow is fit for nothing but the church
or the army,” all, all, are equally wide of the mark. A
soldier—it is a trite commonplace, we know, but, like
many trite commonplaces, often forgotten—is not neces-
sarily a man who delights in blood, any more than a
physician is one who delights in sickness. Both pro-
fessions will cease with human erime and misery. The
prophecies that hold out to us a prospect of the days,
when “nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more,” tell us likewise
of that period, when “none shall say I am sick.”

We may refresh our spirits by the contemplation of
these promises, and pray for the coming of that king-
dom; but our own personal duty lies under a different
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order of things. War is probably the sorest scourge
with which our race is visited; but constituted as the
world is, a good army is essential to the preservation of
peace. Military discipline at large comes not within
the provinee of individual soldiers ; but if every man who
enlists took care that there was one good soldier in the
army, our commanders would have easy work.

No man attains to excellence in any design without
setting before him a lofty standard, and Christianity,
where it is more than a name, incites us always to take
the highest. It is no easy slipshod system of shuf-
fling about the world; but “up and be doing,” is the
Christian’s motto. Cecil’s opinion was that “a shoe-
black, if he were a Christian, would try to be the best
shoe-black in the whole town.”

There is some grave defect in our religious instruction,
which almost every one feels, when he awakens to the
importance of the world to come. Somehow, the duties
of time and the duties of eternity, instead of being in-
separably blended, present themselves to the mind, as
Dr. Johnson expresses it, “as set upon the right hand
and upon the left, so that we cannot approach the one
without receding from the other;” and the consequence
1s, that while some take one side, to the neglect of the
other, the majority pass quietly between the two, on the
broad road of self-pleasing. The great problem to be
solved is, how we may put the soul of high principle
and imperishable aim, into the body of our daily acts,
small as well as great, as the quaint but delightful old
poet George Herbert tells us—

“The pan who looks on glass,
On it may stay his eye;

Or if he pleaseth, through it pass,
And then the heavens espy.”

Applying these general remarks to military duties;
we desire to see every soldier set before himself a lofty
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standard ; remembering that if high qualities and high
principles are requisite in the man who wounld lead and
mfluence his countrymen, they must be more so in the
European who would gain the affections of a race differ-
ing from him in colour, language, and religion. Mind-
ful of their own religious observances, the Hindoo and
Mahommedan soldier, far from despising their Christian
officer, will respect him the more, on secing that he has
a religion; and the rudest of them will appreciate the
man, who, first in the fight—first in the offices of peace
—is staunch to the duty he owes to his God.

The Apostle Paul, of whom Puley, no had judge, says,
that “next to his piety he is remarkable for his good
sense,” when he speaks figuratively of the Christian
warfare, gives some of the best maxims for the literal
warrior; he lays down, “holding fast a good cou-
science” as indispensable to “warring a good warfare,”
and tells us that *“a good soldier” must “endure hard-
ness.” That religion unfits a man to be a soldier, is a
maxim that may be placed in the same category as that
marriage spoils one. Both assertions arise from mis-
apprehension of what a soldier, a Christian, and a
married man, ought to be. We have quoted an Apostle,
let us now refer to a Poet—

% Who is the happy warrior ! who is he®
That every man in arms should wish to be?
* * * "Who, doomed to go in company with pain
And fear and bloodshed, miscrable train ;
Turns his necessity to glorious gain;
In face of these doth cxercise a power
‘Which is cur human naturc's highest dower;
Controls them and subdues, transmutes, bereaves
Of their bad influence and their good receives:
By objects which might force the soul to abute
Her feelings, rendered more compussionate ;
Is placable—because oceasions rise
So often that demand such sacrifice ;

More skilful in self-knowledge, even more pure,
As tempted more ; more able to endure,

* Wordsworth’s Happy Warrior.
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We would willingly quote the whole of this noble
Poem, but as space forbids, we can but recommend
every soldier to read it in the volume from which it is

taken. We wish the same hand that drew the warrior
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As more exposed to suffering and distress;

Thence also more alive to tenderness.

—'Tis he whose law ia reason ; who depends

Upon that law as on the best of friends;
hence in & state where men are tempted still

To evil for a guard against worse ill,

And what in guality or act is best

Doth seldom on a right foundation rest,

He fixes good on good alone and owes

To virtue cvery triumph that he knows :
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That neither piety nor domestio affection® spoil
a soldier, we see in both classes and individuals. The
Puritans and Covenanters fought and suffered as
bravely as if they had owned their be-all and their
end-all here, and the history of America testifiest to
the fact that the Winthrops, the Williamses, and
others, while most loveable in all the relations of
life, were as brave, and daring as werg the ruffian
bands of Cortes and Pizarro. And where does His-
tory show such bright examples of genuine heroism,
as in the persons of the royalists of La Vendfe—in
Lescure; in Henri Larochjacqueline; in their brave
and devoted associates, who, with hearts full of love
towards God and the {enderest domestic affections,
rushed from the village church, or started from their
knees on the greensward, to stem with their rude
phalanxes the disciplined battalions of the National
Guard, and met death on the field with the serenity
and constancy of Christian martyrs?

Washington's life is better than a hundred homilies;
it may offer an useful lesson to the martinet. How
clearly it shows what integrity, good sense, and one-
ness of purpose may effect. The simple land-surveyor
by his energy and honesty keeping together the ragged
and unwilling militia of the States, training and accus-
toming them to victory, and, having performed his
work, retiring to private life, 1s an example that even
Britons may set before themselves; but we want not

good and great soldiers of
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s0 than Hampden, Colonel Gardiner, Admiral Colling-
wood, and a host of others?

But a soldier, though always ready for the fight,
15 not always fighting ; and the beauty of right prin-
ciples, and exalted aims, is, that they need not the
stimulus of a concussion to arouse them, but are
operative in the daily and hourly details of life. It
is here that a Christian soldier shines, as much as
in the conflict; and it would be difficalt to over-
estimate the influence and utility of a good (using the
word in its widest sense) commanding officer in the
barracks and the field. Devoting himself to his pro-
fession, he will have an interest in every man under
him; his example will check the dissolute, encourage
the good, and confirm the wavering. A king among
his suhjects, a father among his family, a master
among his pupils, a physician among lus patients—
the officer’s position partakes of the power, the re-
sponsibility and the interest of all these positions.
A living homily himself, he aids by his example and
influence the labours of those appointed to teach and
preach; having cultivated his own mind, he tries to
bestow the blessings of intellect on those under him;
having studied the feelings and circumstances of his
ren, he can estimate their femptations, and determine
the best means of helping them out of vice, and into
virtuous habits. Above all, he works not for self-
gratification, or outward applause. He has before
him a rule of right, a hope of reward, independent of
present success; and therefore 13 he able to persevere
against obloquy and failure, to go straight forward,
“doing with all his might whatever his hand findeth
to do.”

But we must return to our military details. We
had purposed to have offered some remarks on the
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different branches of the Staff: but our limits are
already nearly exhausted. What we have said re-
garding the Engineers applies even more strongly
to the Quarter-Master-General’s Department; at best
but the shadow of an Intelligence Corps, consisting
as it does of eight or ten officers, and they not selected
for peculiar qualifications, as linguists and surveyors,
and not having any permanent establishment of non-
commissioned officers or privates under them. TIn fact,
1t may be said that with more need for an Intelligence
Department than any army in the world, we are worse
supplied than any other. A handful of officers, how-
ever well qualified, does not form an establishment or
department; and it is a cruelty to impose on officers
important duties, involving often the safety of armies,
without placing efficient means at their disposal.

When the Army of the Indus assembled at Feroze-
poor in 1838, we are credibly informed that Major
Garden, the deputy quarter-master-general, about to
proceed in charge of his department with the expedi-
tion, had not a single Kuropean at his disposal; and
not a dozen clashies. Three officers were then ap-
pointed, without any experience as intelligencers, and
altogether it may be said that the army marched, as
if it did not require information ; as if the commander
had perfect maps of the country, and had some special
means, independent of the legitimate channel, for ac-
quainting himself with what was goiug on in his
front and on his flanks. The exertions of Major
Grarden are well known; and if he had been shot, as
he possibly might have been any morning, the Bengal
Division at least would have been without a Quarter-
Master-General's Department. Colonel Wild, it is
well known, was sent in December, 1841, on perhaps
as difficult and hazardous an undertaking as has, for

R
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many years, been entrusted to an officer of lus rank;
with four Regiments of Native Infantry and one hun-
dred Irregular Cavalry; a Company of Golundauze
without guns, and one of Sappers (the two latter
being under officers of less than two years’ standing),
and without staff of any kind—Quarter-Master-Gene-
ral’s, or Commissariat Department. A regimental
officer wag for the occasion appointed brigade-major;
and with him began and ended the staff of Brigadier
Wild, who, had he had half a dozen guns and as many
good staff officers, might have reached Jellalabad early
in January, 1842; and have thereby, perhaps, averted
the final catastrophe at Cabul. To this it may be
added, that fwo days before the battle of Maharajpore,
extra establishments were ordered for officers in the
field.

These are recent instances of defects in our military
organization, and misapplication of the means at our dis-
posal; but the experience of our military readers will
tell them, each in his own line and from his own re-
miniscences, how often an apparently trifling deficiency
has vitiated the exertions of a detachment. Only last
December, or January (1843-44), all Oude was alarmed
by the report of a Nepalese invasion, and fkex indi-
viduals were called upon to lend horses to move the
guns at Lucknow; and scarce twelve months before,
when a small party was beaten at Khytul in the Seikh
States within forty or fifty miles of Kurnaul,~one of
our Army Dlivision stations—it was three days before
a small force could move ; it was fex found that there
was no small-arm ammunition in store, and ascertained
that a European corps could not move under a fortnight
from Sobathoo,

At that time, when both Kurnaul and Ambala were
denuded of troops; and every road was covered with
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crowds of armed pilgrims returning from the Hurd-
war Fair; the two treasuries containing, we have
heard, between them, not less than thirty lakhs of
rupees, were under parties of fifty sepoys in exposed
houses or rather sheds close to the Native towns;
and, extraordinary as it may appear, bofk within fifty
or a hundred yards of small forts in which they would
have been comparatively safe; but into which, during
the long years that treasuries have been at those
stations, it seems never to have occurred to the autho-
rities to place them.

The treasury at Dellu is in the city, as is the maga-
zine; the latter is in & sort of fort,—a very defence-
less building, oxfside of which in the street, we under-
stand, a party of sepoys was placed, when the news
of the Cabul disasters arrived. We might take a
circuit of the country and show how many mistakes
we have committed, and how much impunity has em-
boldened us in error; and how unmindful we have
been that what occurred in the city of Cabul, may,
some day, occur at Delhi, Benares, or Bareilly.

It needs not our telling that improvements are
required in the Commissariat. ‘We observe that Ramjee
Mull, who was a man of straw in the department
at Bhurtpoor in 1824, died at Delbi, the other day,
worth twenty-four lakhs of rupees; and not long since
one of the Calcutta papers gave a biographical sketeh
of Mr. Reid, who in 15838 was a hungry omedwar,
and in 1843 died worth about two lakhs of rupees,
having been in the receipt of a salary amounting to
perhaps one hundred and fifty or two hundred rupees
per month. We recollect being amused by the naive
expression that his gains were all honestly made.
It is just possible that Ramjee Mull's were so: but
we look on it as something highly improper that Mr.

E 2
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Reid, a salaried public servant, should have made
anything beyond his pay. He took contracts, but
he should not have been allowed to do so; and in
taking them he was only entering into partnership
with Native (fomashtahs or Principals, such as Ramjee
- Mull, Doonee Chund, &e., who, by combining, raised
their charges on Government; and it 1s clear that, in
so participating or even in being a contractor on his
own bottom, he hecame useless as an assistant to the
Commissariat officer in checking fraud on the part
of other subordinates.

We have repeatcdly seen the charge of a batch of
camels on ten rupees per mounth preferred by an in-
dolent Mootusuddee to a quiet one of thirty or forty
rupees; the inference is, that they have a percentage
on the grain of the animals; and so it is throughout
the establishment; and low rates of pay only are au-
thorized. Commissartat officers are actually in the
power of their subordinates; they have not the means
of paying respectable men, and being generally called
on suddenly, they are, in self-defence, thrown on their
monied dependants or hangers-on.

The whole establishment requires reform. The few
European officers are now no check on the subordi-
nates; they are, indeed, often screens; and it some-
times occurs that a gentleman-like, inexperienced officer,
considers it a personal offence to have it proved that his
gomashta watered the grog, or served out short grain.
Comruissariat officers should be carefully chosen, and
should then be armed with sufficient authority to do
their duty efficiently. They have now just power
enough to do harm—none to do good, unless they are
bold enough to risk their own pruspects, and even cha-
racter. A commissariat officer may easily starve an
army and yet bear no blame; but if he saves a detach-
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ment from starvation and loses his vouchers, or, under
extreme difficulties, if he has failed to procure them, he
is a ruined man. Oh, how much more in this, as in
every other, department, are forms looked to rather
than realities; and how much does Government seem
to preter heing robbed according to the usual forms,
than to act on the plain principles of commen sense
that would actuate the same Government taken indi-
vidually instead of in its colleetive character!

But we must draw our remarks to a conclusion, first
briefly recapitulating our recommendations :—

1st. To increase the Engineer regiment, and to make
it the nucleus of a General Staff Corps, available in
peace for all Civil Engineering operations—giving all
ranks opportvnities to qualify themselves for field
duties, and by having acquired intimate acquazintance
with the language, habits, and manners of the people,
and the features of the country; by giving them habits
of enquiry, and practice in such duties as they may be
called on to perform during war.

An immediate increase to the Engineers might be
made by volunteers from the Line and Artillery—all
ranks of such volunteers passing an examination n
the requisite scientific points. They might then, ac-
cording to standing, be drafted into the present Engi-
neer corps, or form a mew regiment of two, three, or
more battalions.

We advocate the more efticient officering of the Foob
Artillery, its elevation to an equality with the Horse
Artillery-——or at least that the latter should not be
unduly cared for to the neglect of the furmer.

The Regular Cavalry should have some smart Euro-
pean dragoons attached to each troop; the Irregulars
should be paid in all cases the full twenty rupces per
month ; bargeers not being admitted, unless in the case
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of Native officers, who might each be allowed to have
their own sons or nephews (failing sons) as bargeers; but
their number should be limited to four to each officer.

We further desire that some regiments of Irregular
Cavalry, and some of Native Infantry, should be com-
manded and officered by Natives, and placed in brigade
under Europeans.

We would fain see the army, year after year, more
carefully weeded of incapables. Age should no longer
be the gualification for promotion; jemadars and sooba-
dars should either he pensioned at their homes, or be
real and effective lieutenants and -captains. We have
shown how the deserving old soldier, ungualified to be
an officer, may be provided for by being allowed to
return to his home as a havildar, on completion of his
service. Our army being, in relation to the country it
has to defend, a small one, it requires that every man
should be effective; ity subalterns and Native officers
should not be hoary-headed invalids, but young and
active men, and ifs field officers and commanders should
not be worn-out valetudinarians. 'We need hardly say
that, gallantly as the army has ever behaved, and much
as it has done, more might often have been effected, at
less expense of life and treasure, if a few years could
have been taken from the ages of all ranks. 'We have
all experience before us in proof that great military
achievements have been generally performed by young
armies, under young leaders; Hannibal and Napoleon
had conquered Italy before they could have been brevet
captains in the Company’s army; at as early an age the
victories of Casar were gained, and at an equally early
age Alexander had conguered the world. Forty years
ago the victories of the Great Duke were gained in
India, and happily he is still (1844) at the head of the
British army; and we doubt if the ages of all the gene-
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rals commanding divisions under Wellington, or against
him, in the Peninsula, would amount, in the aggregate,
to the ages of an equal number of captains of the Ben-
gal army; and this, be it remembered, in a climate
where Huropeans are old men at forty; and where, as
there are but few of us, those few should be of the
right sort, and full of energy, mental and physical.

The location in strength of Europeans in the Hills—
having good roads and carriage by land and water for
at least a portion of them always ready—is another of
our schemes; as it is also our hearty desire to see the
commissioned ranks of the army opened to them, and
hope no longer shut out from the inmates of the bar-
racks. The better education of European children, and
colonization on a small scale, under restrictions, is a
part of this scheme.

The attachment of Native Companies to European
Regiments as posts of honour, or, at any rate, the per-
manent brigading of different classes of troops, seems to
us highly desirable, as likely to enhance the good feel-
mg of all, improve the tone of the sepoys and soften
the asperities of Europeans.

The greater mixture of classes in our Native army
we also hold to be desirable, so as never to give a
designing Brahmin the opportumty of misleading a
whole regiment. Instant and full enquiry into every
case of discontent or disaffection we hold to be of vital
moment—no glossing over to save individual feelings
or what is wrongly considered to save the credit of the
service. No army in the world has been at all times
without taint; but where insubordination or dictation
once was permitted—or donatives resorted to, where
summary pumishment should have been inflicted—that
army soon mastered their Government.

We would make the Staff of the army, in all its
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branches, efficient; keep 1t so and practise 1t, while
opportunity offers during peace, so that it may be
always ready for war. We would have a baggage
train; and precise orders that showu/d be obeyed as to the
amount of carriage and servants and camp-followers,
which under all circumstances on service should accom-
pany our armies. We should not take mobs of bangers-
on, or the luxuries of the capital, into the field; and it
should be understood to be as much the duty of all
ranks to obey orders in such matters, as in doing their
duty when actually under fire.

We can see many advantages in having the three
armies of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, united into one
Indian army, having one Commander-in-Chief and one
Greneral Staff; having rates of pay, equipments, and all
else as far as possible, assimilated; and having four
Commanders of the Forces with subordinate Major-
Grencrals, all having sufficient authority to order and
finally dispose ol many matters of detail that now go to
Army Head-quarters, and some that cannot now be
there settled, with the power of bringing up the bulk
of the Madras Cavalry and a portion of their other
branches to our North-West Provinces; while the
Bengal Presidency might send down a few Native
Infantry Regiments to the central stations—all being
on the same footing as to pay and batta, &e. Much
good would thus accrue to the service. Emulation
between the natives of different provinces would be
excited and the danger of combination be greatly les-
sened.

We have necessarily but glanced at the various
branches of our noble army. We have not forgotten
our own deep personal interest in its honour and wel-
fare ; but as we hold that our presence in India depends,
in no small measure, on the contentedness and happi-
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ness of our native soldiery, we have prominently put
forth what has long been our opinion, that something
more is wanted for the sepoy than that at the age of
sixty he should, by possibility, reach the rank of Suba-
dar Major, and with it the first class of Sirdar Bahadoor.
Doubtless such hope and expectation is sufficient to
influence nine out of ten of our sepoys; but it is for
the tenth we want a stimulus; for the man of better
education, the superior character, the bold and daring
spirit that disdains to live for ever in subordinate place ;
and it is for such we firmly believe that is absolutely
required some new grade where, without our risking the
supremacy of Kuropean authority, he may obtain com-
mand and exert in our behalf those energies and talents
which under the present system are too liable to be
brought into the scale against us. Commands of Trre-
gular Corps, Jagheers, titles, civil honours, pensions to
the second and third generation, are among the
measures we would advocate for such characters; while
we would give the invalid pensions, at earlier periods
and under increased advaniages, to men who had dis-
tinguished themselves .u the field or by any peculiar
merit in quarters. For all such and such only there
should be meds«:s and orders, and not for whole regi-
ments who may have happened to be in the field on
a particular day.
Much r.form is required in the Native Army, but
still more in the Furopean branch of the service. The
tem of terror has long emough been tried and been
»d wanting; the system that filled the American
3 with British sailors and drove the flower of the
French army into the ranks of their enemies, and that
'y drives many Europeans in India, who under dif-
«rent circumstances might turn out good soldiers, to



58 MILITARY DEFENCE OF OUR INDIAN EMPIRE,

suicide, and to the high road, should at once be ex-
ploded. Under a better régime our Europeans, instead
of enacting the part of highwaymen, might be rendered
as available to purposes of peace as of war, and be as
well conducted during one period as another. With
commissions open to the ablest, and subordinate staff
employment after certain periods to all the well-
behaved ; with aids to study and to rational amusement
in barracks, instead of eternal drills, whose beginning
and end 13 to torment and disgust men with a noble
service, how much might be done with the materials at
our command, and how mueh would our Government
be strengthened and the value of every individual
European’s services be enhanced !

To raise men from the ranks, we feel, will be con-
sidered a terrible innovation, but we have not ourselves
as a body of officers been so long emancipated from de-
grading restrictions that we should not have some fellow-
feeling for our brother soldiers. Argument is not re-
quired in the matter; common sense dictates the mea-
sure. All history teaches ivy practicability ; the Roman
Liegionary, nay the barbarian wviliary, lived to lead the
armies of the empire; almost ever - one of Napoleon’s
marshals rose from the ranks, and at _his day and with
all the preventions of aristocracy and moneyed interests,
scarcely less than a fifth of Her Majest’s army, is
officered by men who rose from the rank: Indeed,
since this paper was commenced we have observed not
less than six staff-serjeants promoted to Ensigncies,
Adjutancies, or Quarter-Masterships in a single gazette;
but it is reserved to the army of a Company of merchants
that her sentinels should be blackballed—should be
driven with the lash instead of led by consideration and
common sense.
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Wonderful indeed is it, that this subject should have
been left for our advocacy, and that, situated as we are
in the midst of a mighty military population, we should
fail to sec the necessity—the common prudence—of
turning our handful of Europeans to the best advantage;
and that while we foster the Native, we degrade our
own countrymen. Drive away hope from the former,
make transportation, or death, a boon—a haven to the
heart-broken or desperate scpoy; and then see whether
the lash will be required in the Native army as well as
the European. We would not abate a jot of discipline
with the one or the other; each should be taught his
duty thoroughly, which at present he seldom is: he
should be a good marksman or swordsman according to
the branch of his service, and until he is master of his
weapon, he should be kept at drill; but there should be
no after drill and parades to Zeep men out of wischief—
to disgust them with their duty. They should have as
much of exercise and instruction as should keep them
practised and able soldiers, and their lives should be
rendered happy, that they might remain willing and
contented ones. The lash should be reserved for mutiny,
desertion, and plunder—for Natives, as well as Europeans
—and while the worthless and incorrigible are thus
dealt with according to their deserts, the indifferent
soldier should be encouraged to become a good one; and
the best be rewarded according to their abilities by pro-
motion to the non-commissioned Staff, and the commis-
sioned ranks ; and by comfortable provision in old age
in climates suited to their constitution. )

‘We cannot expect to hold India for ever.  Let us so
conduct curselves in our civil and military relations as
when the connection ceases, it may do so, not with con-
vulsions, but with mutual esteem and affection; and
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that England may then have in India a noble ally, en-
lightened and brought into the scale of nations under
her guidance and fostering care.

NorE~-In an article on the mili-
tary defence of the country, it is
obvious that some detailed notice
should have heen taken of so im-
portant & point, as the means of
rapid locomotion. We had not over-
looked it; but the subject is {00 in-
teresting and too important to be
lightly touched upon in a rough de-
sultory article, like the foregoing,
which aspires not to teach bui to
suggest. A small force, which can
be woved, at an hour’s notice, from
onc part of the country to another,
with a celerity that will disconcert
the mieasures of an enemy—be the
hostile demonstration from without
or within—is of more real service in
the defence of the country, than an
overgrown, cumbrous army, which
canuot be put in motion without
much difficulty and much delay. To
attain this great end, it is not only
nece that our troops should be
pre; to move, but that the
should have good roads along whic
to move. Now roads and bridges—
we are ubtering but a trite common-
place—are excellent things, not only

a3 they strenpgthen our position, but
a3 they conduce to the prosperity of
the country—they are blessings to
all, and no mean part of the real
wealth of a nation. In a military
point of view they are of incalcu-
Iable value ; and when the country
is not only iutersected with good
reads, but boasts of at least one
railroad along the main line, from
the sea to the nor-western boun-
dary; when our rivers arc spanued
at thie most important points with
bridges, and ever alive with magic
steanships, then will it be found
that our army of & quarter of a mil-
lion is equal, in real strength, to an
army of a miilion of men ; and that,
with this facility of transporting
troops and stores to any given point
-—of concentrating a large army,
with all the muniments of war,in a
few hours —we have acquired an
amount of military strength, the
mere prestige of which will be suf-
ficient to overawe our enemies, aud
to sceure an enduring and honour-
able peace.



THE KINGDOM OF OUDE.
[SVRITTEN IN 1845.]

No portion of India has been more discussed in
England than Oude. Affghanistan and the Punjab
are modern questions, but, for half a century, country
gentlemen have been possessed of a vague idea of a
province of India, nominally independent in its home
relations, but periodically used as a wet nurse to
relieve the difficulties of the East India Company’s
finances.* The several attacks that were made on
Warren Hastings, Lord Wellesley, and the Marquis
of Hastings, have all served to keep up the interest
of the Oude guestion. Scarcely had the case of the
plundered Begums and flagellated eunuchs been decided,
and the folios of evidence elicited by Warren Hastings’
trial been laid before the public, than proceedings
scarcely less voluminous appeared regarding the ter-
ritorial cessions extorted by Lord Wellesley. These
were followed in turn by attacks on Lord Hastings’
loan measures, with the several vindications of his
Lordship’s policy. We are among those unfashionable
people who consider that politics and morals can never
be safely separated; that an honest private individual

® « The King of Oude’s Sauce” “ Man for Galway” tells us that

has found its way into Loudon “The King of Oude is mighty
shops, and even Charles O'Malley’s proud.”
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must necessarily be an honest official, and vice versd ;
but we confess that we have been staggered by a study
of Oude transactions. Most assuredly Warren Hastings,
Lord Teignmouth, Lord Wellesley, Lord Hastings, and
Lord Auckland would never have acted in private
life, as they did in the capacity of Governors towards
prostrate Oude. Lord W, Bentinck, and Lords Corn-
wallis, Minto, and Ellenborough, appear to have been
the only Governors-General who did not take advantage
of the weakness of that country to dismember it or
increase its burdens.

The earliest offender against Oude was Warren
Hastings. Mr. Gleig undertakes to give a frue and
correct picture of Mr. Hastings’ private character and -
public admicistration. With the former we have here
nothing to do, beyond remarking that the very lax
morality of the clerical biographer, when treating of
domestic life, vitiates his testimony, and renders lhis
judgment on questions of public justice valueless.
Mr. Gleig’s theory, moreover, that the wrong which
is done for the public good 1s a justifiable wrong,
tends to upset the whole doctrine of Right. When
he vindicates his hero by asserting that, “if Mr. Hast-
ings was corrupt, it was to advance the interests of
England that he practised his corruption,” and proceeds
in a similar strain, of what he seems to consider ex-
culpation, he asperses the illustrious person he would
defend, far more than do Mr. Hastings” worst enemies.
We have a higher opinion of Hastings than his bio-
grapher appears to have had, but we have « very
different opinion from that of Mr. Gleig regarding
the duty of a .Governor-General. Thorough-going
vindication, such as Mr, Gileig’s, does far more injury
to the memory of a sagacious and far-seeing, though
unscrupulous, ruler like Warren Hastings, than all
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the vehement denunciations of Mill the historian.
Oude affords but a discreditable chapter in our Indian
annals, and furnishes a fearful warning of the lengths
to which a statesman may be carried, when once he
substitutes expediency and his own view of public
advantage, for the simple rule of right and wrong.
The facts furnished by every writer on Oude affairs,
all testify to the same point, that British interference
with that Province has been as prejudicial to its Court
and people as it has been disgraceful to the British
name. To quote the words of Colonel Sutherland,
an able and temperate writer, “there is no State in
India with whose Government we have interfered so
systematically and so uselessly as with that of Oude.”
He most justly adds, *this interference has been more
in favour of men than of measures; a remark, by the
way, applicable to almost every case in which our
Government has intermeddled with Native States.” 1t
is through such measures that Moorshedabad, Tanjore,
and Arcot, have perished beneath our hands. Nagpoor
we were obliged to nurse for a time; Hyderabad is
again “in articulo mortis,” and Mysore is under strict
medical treatment. At Sattara, we are obliged to put
down the puppet we had put up. Kholapore, another
principality of our fostering, has, for nearly a twelve.
month, given employment for more troops than its
revenues will pay in twenty years. Already, and
almost before the ink of the subsidiary treaty is dry,
the regular troops at Gwalior have been employed
in police duties. The Minister of our selection has
had his life threatened; and we are, again, in the pre.
dicament of being pledged to support a Government
whose misdeeds we cannot effectually control. In
short, wherever we turn, we see written in distinct
characters the blighting influences of our interference,
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The only unmixed advantage of despotism 1s its
energy, arising from its indivisibility. An able and
virtuous despot may dispense bappiness; the same
ruler, saddled not only with a Minister but with a
Resident, can only diffuse wretchedness. He has no
possible motive for exertion. He gets no credit for his
good acts, and he is not master in his own country.
Much casuistry was expended, some years ago, on the
defence of the Dewani and Double-government system,
which was, at best, but one of the poor cloaks of expe-
diency, and was gradually thrown off as our strength
increased. The subsidiary and protected system 1s,
if possible, worse. If ever there was a device for
insuring mal-government, it is that of a mative ruler
and minister, both relying on foreign bayonets, and
directed by a British Resident. Even if all three were
able, virtuous, and cousiderate, still the wheels of
Government could hardly move smoothly. If it be
difficult to select one man, European or Native, with
all the reguisites for a just administrator, where are
three, who can, and will, work together, to be found?
Each of the three may work incalculable mischief,
but no one of them can do good if thwarted by the
others. It is almost impossible for the Minister to be
faithful and submissive to his Prince, and at the same
time honest to the British Government; and how
rarely is the European officer to be found who, with
ability to guide a Native State, has the discretion
and good feeling to keep himself in the background—
to prompt and sustain every salutary measure within
his reach, while he encourages the Ruler and Minister
by giving them all the credit—to be the adviser and
not the master—to forget self in the good of the
People and of the protected Sovereign! Human nature
affords few such men, and therefore, were there no
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other reason, we should be chary of our interference.
From Tanjore to Gwalior the system has been tried,
and everywhere has equally failed. In Qude each new
reign has required a new treaty to patch up the system.
Having little legitimate scope for ambition, the sove-
reigns have alternately employed themselves in amass-
ing and in squandering treasure. The hoards of Saadut
Ally were divided among fiddlers and buffoons: the
penurious savings of the late King have been little
more creditably employed by his suceessor; and the
Government of Oude, like that of the Deccan, is now
as bankrupt in purse as in character. Aund yet there
are men who advocate interference with Native States!
Satisfied as we are of the evils of the system, and de-
sirous, by a record of the past, to offer a beacon for the
future, we shall present a brief sketch of Oude affairs,
and will then venture to suggest the policy which,
under existing circumstances, appears fittest for our
Government to adopt.

We will first briefly set before our readers a sketch of
the kingdom of Oude, as it was and as it is.

Ajoodhya, or Oude, is celebrated in Hindoo legends
as the kingdom of Dasaratha, the father of Rama, who
extended his conquests to Ceylon, and subdued that
istand. The Mahommedan invaders at an early period
conquered Oude, and it remained, with fewer changes
than almost any other province of India, an integral
portion of the Mogul empire until the dissolution of
that unwieldy Government. Under the Delhi Kings,
the Soubadaree, including what are now the DBritish
distriets of Goruckpore and Azimghur, comprehended
an area about one-fourth greater than the limits of the
present kingdom. Abulfazel states, that the length,
from Sircar Goruckpore to Kinoje, includes 135 coss;
and the breadth, from the northern mountains of Sed-

¥
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dehpore to the Soobah of Allahabad, comprises 115
coss.”

During the decadence of the Delhi empire, the
Viziers Saadut Khan and Sufder Jung, each employed
his power, as minister of the pageant King, to increase
the bounds of the Oude viceroyalty. Both cast greedy
glances on Rohilcund, and Sufder Jung made many at-
tempts at its acquisition; but it was not till the time
of Shooju-oo-dowlah that it became subjeet to Oude.
The dominions of that prince, when he first came in
contact with the British Government, extended over
the greatest portion of Soubah Allahabad, including
the districts of Benares and Ghazepoor. While our
troops defended Allahabad and Oude proper, he took
advantage of the absence of the Mahrattahs in the
Deccan to seize and occupy the middle Doab, or dis-
tricts of Futtehpoor, Cawnpoor, Etawah, and Mynpoo-
ree, close up to Agra. During the ensuing year,
Colonel Champion’s brigade, by the decisive battle of
Kutterah, near Bareilly, placed the provinee of the
Rohilcund at his feet, and enabled him to seize Fur-
ruckabad as a fief. Thus Shoojah-oo-dowlah not only
owed his existence as a sovereign to the clemency, or
perhaps to the fears, of his conquerors after the battle
of Buxar, but his subsequent accessions of territory
were the fruits of British prowess. He left his suc-
cessor a territory paying annually not less than three
millions of money, and capable of yielding double that
sum. On the conquest of Rohileund, in 1774, he at
first rented that province at two millions; but it yearly
deteriorated, so that not a quarter of that amount was
obtained from it when ceded to the British in 1801.
The cessions then made were estimated at 1,35,23,474
rupees, or, in round numbers, at one and a third million
of money, being above half the Oude possessions; but,
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by improvement and good management, the Ceded Dis-
tricts can scarcely yield, at the present time, less than
two and a half millions. The area of the Oude re-
served dominions is estimated to contain 23,923 square
miles. They are bounded on the North and N. E. by
the Nepal mountains; South and 8. W. by the River
Ganges; East and 8. E. by the British districts of
Goruckpore, Azimghur, Juanpoor, and Allahabad ; and
West by Rohileund. The kingdom is very compact,
averaging about two hundred miles in length by one
hundred and twenty in breadth. Lucknow, the capital,
in N. latitude 26° 51’, and longitude 80° 5(Y, is admi-
rably situated on the navigable river Goomtee, nearly
in the centre of the kingdom. The Oude dominions
form an almost unbroken plain. The general flow of
the rivers is towards the south-east. The Ganges, the
Gogra, the Sai, and the Goomtee, are all navigable
throughout their respective courses within the Oude
territory ; but owing to the long unsettled state of the
country, and the impositions practised on traders, the
last three are little used; and, even on the Ganges, few
boatmen like to frequent the Oude bank, for fear of
being plundered in one shape or another. The popu-
lation is estimated at three millions, four-fifths of
whom, perhaps, are Hindoos, and they furnish the
best-disciplined infantry in India. Three-fourths of
the Bengal Native Infantry come from Oude, and re-
cruiting parties from Bombay are sometimes seen to the
east of the Ganges.

A few remarks on the past and present capital of
Oude, the only part of their dominions which Indian
rulers much regard, will not be out of place here.

The ancient city of Ajoodhya, which either receives
its name from the province, or gives its own name to it,

must, even from present appearances, have been a place
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of prodigions extent, though we do not pledge ourselves
to the precise accuracy of the dimensions given by Abul-
fazel, who states its length at 148 coss, and 1ts breadth
at 36 coss. Ajoodhya is a place of Hindoo pilgrimage,
and is situated on the south side of the river Gogra, in
N. latitude 26° 4%/, and E. longitude 82° 4'. Its ruins
still extend along the banks of the stream, till they
meet the modern, but already decayed, eity of Fyzabad.
This last town, Shoojah-oo-dowlah made his capital,
and adorned with some fine buildings; but it was
abandoned by his successor, Asoph-co-doulah, and has
consequently fallen into decay, and bears little trace
of any former magnificence. Lucknow, the present
capital, consists of an old and a new city, adjoining
each other; the former, like other native towns, is
filthy, ill-drained, and ill-ventilated. The modern city,
situated along the south bank of the river Goomtee, is
strikingly different, consisting of broad and airy streets,
and containing the Royal Palaces and gardens, the
principal Mussulman religious buildings, the British
Residency, and the houses of the various English
officers connected with the Court. This part of Luck-
now is both curious and splendid, and altogether un-
like the other great towns of India, whether Hindoo
or Mahommedan. There is a strange dash of European
architecture among its oriental bwldings. Travellers
have compared the place to Moscow and to Constanti-
nople, and we can easily fancy the resemblance. Gilded
domes, surmounted by the crescent; tall, slender pil-
lars; lofty colonnades; houses that look as if they had
been transplanted from Regent Street; iron railings
and balustrades; cages, some containing wild beasts,
others filled with “strange, bright birds;” gardens,
fountains, and ecypress trees; elephants, camels, and
horsee: oilt litters and English barouches; all these
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form a dazzling picture. We once observed at Luck-
now a royal carriage drawn by eight elephants, and
another by twelve horses. Yet, brilliant and piec-
turesque as Lucknow is, still there is a puerility and
want of stability about it, characteristic enough of its
monarchs. The Shah Nujeef, or royal Iinam-bara, forms
a striking feature in the group of bwldings, half Frank,
half Asiatic, that meets the eye, after passing through
the Room-i-durwaza,* a gateway, said to be built on
the model of one at Constantinople. The Imam-bara
is a lofty and well-proportioned building. Hamilton
gives the dimensions of the centre room as 167 feet
long, by 52 wide; but its contents resemble those of a
huge auction Toom or toy-shop, where the only object
is to stow away as much incongruous splendour as pos-
sible. Mirrors, chandeliers, gigantic candlesticks, ban-
ners, manuscripts, brocades, weapons of all sorts, models
of buildings, gaudy pictures, and a thousand other
things, all bespeak a ruler who possesses wealth, with-
out knowing how to employ it. That this is no mere
vague assertion our readers will believe, from the fact
that Asoph-oo-doulah expended £150,000 sterling on
donble-barrelled guns, a million of money on mirrors
and chandeliers, and 160,000 gold mohurs, or £320,000,
on a single taziah

The Fureed Buksh palace is a place of some interest.
In 1837 it was the scene of the only insurrection which
has occurred during our connection with Oude. The
event, though recent, is comparatively forgotten, for
the tumult was promptly crushed. With less energetic
measures there might have been a rehearsal of the
Cabul tragedy. On the night of the 7th July, 1837,
when Nusseer-oo-deen expired, the Badshahi Begum

* Gate of Room or Constanti- + Model of the Tomb of the Mar-
nople, tyr Hoossein,
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forcibly placed on the throne the boy Moona Jan.
During the twelve hours’ tumult that ensued, the Resi-
dent, his suite, and the rightful heir to the throne,
were all in the hands of an infuriated mob. Armed
soldiers with lighted torches and lighted matchlocks
in their hands, held possession of the palace, stalked
throughout its premises, and spared no threats against
the British authorities, if they did not assent to the
installation of their creature, Moona Jan. The nearest
succour had to come five miles from the cantonment.
Five companies of sepoys, with four guns, however,
soon arrived. The Resident managed to join his friends.
He then gave the insurgents one quarter of an hour’s
grace. When that had expired, the guns opened,—a
few rounds of grape were thrown into the disorderly
mass, who thronged the palace and its enclosures.
Morning dawned on an altered scene; the rioters had
succumbed or dispersed; the dead were removed ; the
palace was cleared out; and, by ten o’clock in the fore-
noon, the aged, infirm, and trembling heir to the erown
was scated on the throne that, at midnight, had been
occupied by the usurper. The Resident placed the
crown on the new king’s head, and the event was
announced to the people of Lucknow by the very guns
which a few hours before had carried death and con-
sternation among the Oude soldiery.

The Fureed Buksh palace is built close to the Goom-
tee, and, viewed from the opposite side of that river, has
a very pleasing effect. But within, there is nothing to
satisfy the eye or the mind. KEnormous sums have
heen expended in decorating the rooms, but all these
luxuries give the idea of having been collected from
the love of possessing, not from the desire of using,
them. The apartments are so crammed that there is
no judging of their height or proportion. The room
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containing the throne is long and has a dismal appear-
ance. It is laid out after the European fashion, with
glass windows and scarlet cloth curtains, but these are
dirty, musty, and moth-eaten. The throne itself must
be of great value; it is a large, square seat, raised several
steps from the ground. The sides are, if we remember
rightly, of silver, richly chased, and gilt, set with a pro-
fusion of precious stones. Of these, many were plun-
dered during the insurrection mentioned above; as they
have not been replaced, the throne, with all its splen-
dours, partakes of the prevailing air of incompleteness.

The neighbourhood of Lucknow, still more than its
interior, differs from other cities of Hindoostan. At
Delhi, Agra, and elsewhere, one is struck with: the bleak,
desolate aspect of the country, up to the very walls.
Lucknow, on the contrary, is surrounded by gardens,
parks, and villas, belonging to the King and his nobles.
Besides these, there is the fine park and house of Con-
stantia, the property of the late General Martine. The
life and death of this soldier of fortune, are illustrative
of Indian, and especially of Oude, politics. He be-
queathed £100,000 to found a school at Calcutta to he
called La Martiniere, and a sure nearly equal in amount
for a like institution at Lucknow. Martine’s will shows
his estimate of Saadut Alt’s conscience. He dreaded
lest his estate of Constantia, where he intended the
school to be built, should be seized by the Nawab after
his death. A Mussulman might violate property, and
even frustrate charitable intentions, but he would re-
verence a grave. 'The General, therefore, ordered that
his own body should be interred in one of the under-
ground apartments of his house, thus consecrating the
whole building as a tomb. The buildings intended for
the Lucknow charitable institution arc now, after the
lapse of nearly half a century, in progress of erection;
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and we hope ere long to see the Lucknow Martiniere
diffusing the blessings of education through the QOude
territory.

The soil of Oude is generally fertile, though light;
when properly cultivated and watered, it is capable of
producing all crops. Not only are rice, wheat, barley,
with the many kind of vetches and oil plants, grown,
but opium, sugar-cane, and indigo are produced. From
the numerous large rivers and numberless small streams,
as well as the proximity of water in wells, irrigation,
that first necessary to the Indian farmer, is easy and
cheap. Indeed, in no division of India has nature done
more for the people; in none has man done less. Else-
where, famine, cholera, and the invaders’ swords have
reduced gardens to wastes; but to no such causes can
the progressive deterioration of Oude be attributed.
For eighty years the country has not known foreign
war; the fertility of the soil and its facilities of irm-
gation have wusually averted from this province the
famines that have desolated other parts of the country;
and its general salubrity is not to be surpassed by any
portion of India. What then has laid waste whole
districts, driven the inhabitants to emigration, or, still
worse, compelled them, like beasts of prey, to take
refuge in the forests, and abandon their habitations to
the stranger and to the licensed plunderer? The answer
13 easily given. A double Government. An irrespon-
sible ruler, ridden by a powerless pro-consul.

It may seem that we are exaggerating the evils of the
system. . Theoretically, it might be argued that a King,
freed from all fear of foreign aggression, secured from
domestic insurrection, and commanding a large, and
what might be an unencumbered revenue, would have
leisure for the duties of a good ruler, and would make
1t his ambition to leave some record of himself in the






