


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































1IN THE LAST JTALF CEXTULY. oY

are now, had at times to contend with a tluctuation in the
price of bread which jmplied sheer starvation.  Periodic
starvation was, in fact, the condition of the masses of working
nien throughout the kinglom fifty years ago, and the re-
ferences to the subjeet in the economie literature of the time
are most instruetive, M. Quetelet, in his well-known great
Look, points to the obvious connection between the high
price of bread fullowing the bad harvest of 1816, and the
excessive rale of mortality which followed.  To this day you
will find tables in the Legistvar-General's returns which
deseend from a time when a distinet connection hetween
these lrigh prices of bread and excessive rates of mortality
was traced. DIut within the last twenty years what e we
find?  Wheat has not been, on the average, for  whole year
w0 high as 70s, the highest averages for any year leing
Gls. 5. in 1867, and G63s. & in 1868 ; while the highest
average of the last ten years alone is 58s. 8. in 1873 ; that
is, only about 10s above the average of the whole period.
In the twenty years, moreover, the highest price touched at
any period was just over T0s, viz, TUs. B, in 1867, and
Tds. Td. in 1868, while in the last ten years the figure of
T0s, was not even touched, the nearest approach to it heing
6%+ 94, in 1877, Thus of late years there has been a steadily
low price, which must Liave been an immense boon to the
masses, and especially to the poorest.  The rise of mnoney
wages lias been sueh, 1 believe, that working uren for the
most part could have eontended with extreme thuctuations
in the price of bread Detter than they «id fifty years age,
Lt they have not had the fluctuations to contend with.

It would bie useless to gu throngh other articles with the
same detail. Wheat had guite a special importanee fifty
years ago, and the fact that it no longer has the same im-
portance—thiet we have ceased to think of it o< people did
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fifty years amo—is itself ~igniticant.  Still, taking one or two
other articles, we find, on the whole, a decline . —

Pirices oF VARIOUS ARTICLES ABOUT FIFTY YEARS AGO
AND AT PresexT TivE.

1533940, ’ Present Time.
. s A ‘ s d
Sugar . . per cwt, 68 & 21 9%
Cottor cloth exported . per yard - 31 - 3%
(15£0) {1832)
Inferior beasts . . per 8 lbs, 301 ' 4+ 33
Xecond class . . 3 6 ! 4 94
Third ., . . " 3 11% | I
Inferior sheep - 3 3 5 7
Second class Y 5 1ot 6 1+
Large hiogs. - 1 3h 1 6

Tshould have liked a longer list of articles, but the difficulty
of comparizon iz very sertons. It may be stated broadly,
however, that wlhile suwar and such articles have declined
largely in price, and while clotling is also cheaper, the only
article interesting the werkman mueh which has increased
in price i» meat, the inerease here leing considerable.  The
“only " it may be supposed covers a great deal. The truth
is, hewever, that meat fifty vear< ago was not an article of the
workman’s «ict a= it has since become. Ile had little more
concern with it= price than with the price of diamonds,  The
kind of meat which was majnly acces<ible to the workman
filty vears ago, viz,, hacen, has uet, it will be seen, increased
sensibly in price.

* Torter's ‘Progress of the Nation, p. 543, In the paper as read
to the Soctety, I gave the' price without the duty, but jneluding the
duty the price was what is now given lhere. The average price with
the duty of the ten vears ending 1040 was 58 4.

T Average priee of raw sugar imyporied.
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Ouly one question remains,  Various commodities, it may
be admitted, have fallen in price, but howse rent, it s saul,
has goue up. We have heard a good deal lately of the Tigh
prices of roois in the slimes. . When we take things in the
mass, iowever, we fied that however much gome workmen may
suffer, honse rent in the agereeate cannot have gone up ina
way to neatralise to any serious extent the great rise in the
money wages of the workmtn., It appears that n 1854
when the louse duty, wlich had existed up to that date
was aholished, the anmmal valne of dwelling houses chared
to duty was £12,603,000, the duty being levied on all houses
above £10 rental in Great Dritain, Ju 1881-82 the anunal
value of dwelling Louses charged to duty, the duty heing
Jevied on houses above £20 only, was £39,845,000, while the
vadue of the lionses hetween £10 and £20 was £17,040,000,
naking a total of £36,885,000, or between four and five
times the total of tifty vears ago. Topulation, however, in
Crreat Britain has inereased from abont 165 millions in 1851, to
nearly 30 millions in 1881, or nearly 100 percent. Allowing
for this, the inerease in valne woull he about 32 million
pounds, on a total of whout 235 million peunds, which may e
conxidered the inereased rent which householders alove £10
have to pay—the inerease being about 120 per cent.  As-
cuming that houses under £10 have increased in proportion,
it may he considered that house rents are now 14 times more
than they were fifty years age.  In other wonls, a workman
who pabl £3 a year fifty years ago, would now pay £7 10s,
Tven, hiowever, if rent were a fourth part of the workman’s
carnings fifty years ago, he wonld still be mucl: hetter off at
the present time thaan e was, His whole wiges have doubled,
while the prices of nn part of hiv necessary consmmplion,
except rent, as we haveseen, have inereased—on the sontrary,
they have rather diminished.  Say then that the rent, which
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was o fourth part of his expenditure, has increased 14 times,
wlile his whole wage has Jdoubled, the account, on a wage
of 20« fifty years ago, and s now, would stand :—

Fifty Yenre ago. | DI'resent Time.
R s .
Wage . . . . . 20 o 10 0
Dednet for rent . . . 3 © 12 6
Talance for ather purposes . 1; o 29 6

—showing still an cuormons improvement in the workman’s
condition.

[{ may bLe pointed ont, Lowever, that houses are un-
doubtedly of hetter value all round than they were fifty years
ago.  More rent is paid heeause more capital is in the houses,
and they are better houses. It appears also that {ifty years
ago there were far more exemptions than there are now,
rural  dwellings  particularly  being favoured as regards
exemption, The increase of vent for the same accommoda-
tion, there is consequently reason to believe, Las not been
nearly so great as these figures would appear to show. It
has further to he considered that the whole annual value of
the dwelling houses under £10 even now is £17,885,000 only,
the nwmber of houses heing 3,124,000,  This must be a very
small proportion of the aggregate earnings of those portions
of the working classes who live in louses under £10 rent,
and even adding to it the value of all the houses up to
£20, which would hring up the total to £34,925,000, the
proportion would still be very swmall. On the five million
famnitics at least of the working classes in Great Dritain,
the sum would come to about £7 per fawily, which
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is not the wain portion of an average working man's ex-
penditure.*

We return then to the conclusion that the inerease of the
money wauzes of the working man in the last fifty vears
corresponds to a real gain. While his wages have advanedd],
most articles he consumes have rather diminished in price,
the change in wheat Deing especially remarkable, and signiii-
cant of a complete revolution in the condition of the masses.
The increased price in the case of one or two articles—
particularly meat and house rent—is insufficient to neutralise

the general advantages which the workman has gained.

I
8
Meat formerly was a very small part of his consumption,
and allowing to house rent a much larger share of his ex-
penditure than it actually bore, the inerease i amounnt
would still leave the workman out of his increased wage «
larger margin than he had before for misecllancons expendi-
ture. There is reason to Telieve also that the houses are
hetter, and that the ircreased housce-rent is merely the higher
price for a superior artiele whieli the workman ean alford,

It has to be added to all this that while the cost of
government has heen greatly diminished to the workiny
man, he gets more from the government expenditure
than he formerly did. It would net do to count things
twice over, nnd as the Dbenefit to the working man of
diminished taxes has abready been allowed for in the lower

* Tt may be convenicnt to nole here that the figures as to welling
houses which I have made use of are those relating 1o the Inliehited
House Duty. The figures as to houses in the income tax returns
inelude shops and factories as well as dwelling houses, and are not
available in a question of house-rent. I havealzo umitted the question
ofrates.  The rates per pound, however, have not inercased as compared
with what they were forierly, and it would malke ne materialdifference
if they were 1o be included.  Fhe workman’s payment for rates and
rent together cannot have iuercased mare than is Lere stated for rent.
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prices of wheat and sugar, we need say nothing more on this
Liead.  But few people seem to be aware how, simultancously
with this reduction of the cust of sovernment, there has been
anl increase of the expenditure of the government for mis-
cellaneous eivil purpeses, of all of which the workman gets
the benefit. It wny he stated broadty that nenrly 15 millivn
pounds of the expenditure of the central government for
edueation, fur the post oftice, for inspection of factories, and
for the miscellaneous purposes of civil government, i1s en-
tirely new as compared with fifty years ago. So far as the
expenditure is benelicial, the masses get something they did
not get hefore at all. 1t is the same even more markedly
with local government.  In Great Dritain, the anneal outlay
s now about 60 million pounds, as compared with 20 million
pounds fifty years ago. This 20 million pounds was mainly
fur poor relief and other old bardens. Now the poer relief
and other old burdens arc much the same, but the total is
swollen by a vast expemcliture for sanitary, educational, and
similar purposes, of all of which the masses of the population
aet the benefit,  To a great desl of this expenditure we may
attach the highest valne. It does not give bread or clothing
to the working man, but it all hielps to make life sweeter and
Lietter, and fo open out earecrs even to the poorest. The
value of the free library, for instance, in a large city, is
simply incalcalable.  All this outlay the workman has now
the benefit of as he had not fifty years ago. To repeat the
words I have already wsed, he pays less taxes, and he gets
more—much more—from the Government.*

* With regard to this guestion of prices, I lave been favoured
sinee the delivery of this address with the copy of a letier, dated
11th June, 1881, addressed by Mr. Charles Hawkins, of 27 Savile
Tiow, to the editor of the Daily News on the cost per patient of the
cxpenditure of St. George's IHospital in 1830 and 1880. The facts
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As already anticipated, however, the conclusion thus
arrived at only carries us part of the way.  Assuming it to
have been shown that the masses have more woney than

stated confirm in an interesting way what is liere said as to the cost
of articles of the workman's consmnption fifty years ago and at the
present dime.  Mr. UTawkins, who was at one time one of the trea-
surers of the Lospital, and therefore speals with authority, gives the
following table and notes:—

“ Although ckeh paticnt costs now 1s. 1. less than in 1330, there
have bien great alterations in the different items of expenditure, viz.:—

Cost per DPatient,
1830, 1330,
s. 18 s d.
Meat . . . . . 18 4 a3 2
Bread and flour . . . 10 7 4
Wine and spirits . . . - 1o 3 3
Malt liguor . . . 5 5 2 6
Milk . . . . . 6 = 5 11
Tea and grocery . . . 3 10 3 b
Drugs . . . . . 16 5 7 11
Coals and wood . . 16 0 3 10
Laundry . . . . . 2 1o 4 10
Instruments & surgical applianees P9 5 2
Staff ;—officers, servants, 1nurees . 20 3 3+ 8

«ilad wheat cost in 1880 what it did in 1830, £1584 must have
heen spent in bread and flonr instead of £733. The cost of port wine
in 1830 was £72 per pipe; in 1880 £45,  Tn 1830 many of the patients
provided themselves with tea and sugar. Under the head * Drugs’
i ineluded the cost of leeches ; in 1816, 14,800 lecches were used, at
4 cost of £148; in 1880 only 425, cosling £1 16s. In 1833 another
lospital, treating double the munber of patients, nsed 18,900 lecehes,
but in 1880 only 250,

«Thege items show the great advautage of thoe reduction of price in
some ariicles of diet, and the great extra expenditure now necessary
for the treatment of hospital patients, depending on the greater eall
for additional “staff,” more especially for nursing, and aun altered
mode of treatment of accidents and operatipns, as also the greater
amounnt of stimulants now exhibited, &¢.”

1L 2c



386 THI. PROGRESS OF THE WORKING CLASSES

they had filty years ago, and that the prices of the chief
articles they consume are cheaper rather than dearer, the
question remaing whether the condition of the masses has in
fact been improved. This ean only he shown indirectly by
statistics of different kinds, which justify conclusions as to
the condition of the people to whom they apply.  To such
statistics T propose now to draw your attention fora mowent.
I need hardly say thao any evidence they contain as to the
condition of the people having actually hnproved corroborates
what has leen already said as to their having had the means
of improvement in their hands,  The evidence is cumulative,
a point of material importance in all such inquiries.

The first and the most important statistics on this head are
thase relating to the length of life aznong the masses of the
nation. Do the people live longer than they did?  Here I
need not detain you. A very effective answer was supplied
last session by AMr. Humphreys, in his able paper on “The
Lecent Decline in the Enclish Death Rate™* MMy Hum-
phreys theve showed conclusively that the decline in the
deatli-rate in the last five years, 1876-80, as compared with
the rates on which Th. Farr’s English Life Table was based—
rates obtained in the years 1838-5t—amounted to from 28 1o
42 per cent. in males at each quinguennium of the twenty years
5-25, and in females at each quinguennium from 5-335 to
Between 2 Fand 35 per cent. ; and that the effect of this decline
in the death-rate s to raise the mean duration of life among
males frow 390 to 10 years, a vain of 2 years in the m'emgé
duration of life, and among fenales from 419 to 43-3 years,
a cain of nearly 3% years in the average duration of life.  MMr.
Humplireys also showed that hy far the larger proportion of
the increaged duration of human life in England is lived at

* See Statistical Society’s Juurnad, vol, xIvi,, p. 193, &,
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nselul ages, and not at the dependent ages of cither childhood
or old age.  This little stutement is absolutely conclusive
on the subject; Dut we are upt to overlook how nuch the
ficures mean.  No sneh cliange conld take place without o
great inercase in the vitahty of the people. Not only have
fewer died, but the magses who lave lived must have heen
headthier, aud have suflered less from sickness than they did.
Though no statisties arc available on this point, we wust
asswme that like causes produce like effeets; and if the
weaker, who would otherwise have died, have been able to
survive, the strong must also have lieen Detter than they
would otherwise have been.  Ifrom the nature of the figures,
also, the improvement must liave been among the masses,
and not among a seleet class whose figures throw up the
average, The figures to Dbe altucted relate to such large
masses of population, that so great o change in the average
could not have ocenrred il only a small percentage of the
population had improved in Lealth.

I should like also to point out that the improvement in
health actually recorded obvionsly relates to a transition
stage. Many of the improvements in the condition eof the
working e¢lasses iave only taken place quite recently. They
have not, therefore, affected all through their existenee any
but the youngest lives.  When the mnprovements have been
in cxistence for a longer period, so that the lives of all
who are living must have been aflected from birth by the
changed conditiong, we may infer that evenr o greater
gain in the mean duratton of life will be shown,  As it is,
the gainis cnormous.  Whetlier it is dne to better and more
abundant food and clothing, to beller sanitation, to better
kuowledge of medieine, or to these and other eanses combined,
the improvement has beyond all question taken phce,

The next figures I shall refer to are those well-kuown ones

2¢2
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relating to the conswuption of the articles which the masses
consume. I copy merely the figures in the Statistical Abstract
for the years 1840 and 1881 :—

QUANTITIES OF THE PrixcIpAL [MPORTED AND EXCISABLE ARTICLES
RETAINED For Hoxe Coxsvueriox, rer Hean or THE ToTaL
Porvration orF TnE UNITED KINuDoM.

1840, 1881,
Bacon and hams . . e o or 13-93
Butter . . . c s 1°05 63
Cheese . . . R 092 577
Currants and raisins . C 145 434
Eggs . . . . . No. 3763 81-65
Potatoes . . . lbs, o'ot 12-85
Rice . . . . . o 9o 16-32
Cocoa . . . v 008 0-31
Coffea . . . e 108 Q-89
Corn, wheat, and wheat flour ,, 42447 216-92
Raw sugar. . . " 15°20 58-02
Nefined sugar ’ nil 8-44
Tea . , . . N 122 £:58
Tobaceo . . . . ' 086 1-41
Wine . . . . galls. o235 015
Spirits . . . - o g7 1-08
Malt , . . . . bshls. 139 1-G1*

This wonderful table may speak foritself. It isan obvious
criticism that wany of the articles are also articles of home
production so that the increase does not show the real in-
crease of the consumption of the whole population per head.
Assuming a statienary production at home, the increased
consumption per head cannot be so much as is here stated
for the imported article only, There are other artieles,
however, such as rice, tea, snugar, coffee, tobacco, spirits, wine
and malt, which are either wholly imporied, or where we
have the excisable fizures as well, and they all—with the
one exception of coffec-—tell a clear tale. The inerease in

* Year 1578,
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tea and sugar appears especially significant, the consumption
per head now leing four times in vound figures what it was
forty years age. There could he no hetter evidence of
diftused material well-being among the masses.  The articles
are not sucli that the increased consumplion by the rich
could have made much differenee. It is the consumption
ctnphatically of the rass which is here in question,

As regards the articles imported, which are also articles of
home production, it hias, mareover, to be nuted that in several
of them, Lacon and hams, cheese and butter, the inerease i<
practically from nothing to a very respectable figure. The
hnport of bacon and hams alone is itself nearly equal to the
cstimated consumption among the working classes 50 years
ago, who consumed no other meat,

The only other figures 1 shall mention are those relating to
edueation, pauperism, crime, and savings banks.  DBut I need
not detain you here. The figures are so well known that I
must almost apologise for repeating them. I only insert
them to round off the statement.

As to education, we have practically only figures going
back thirty years, In 1851, [in England, the children in
average attendance at schools nided Ty parliamentary grants
numbered 239,000, and in Scotland 32,000 ; in 1881 the
figures were 2,863,000 and 410,000, If anything is to be
allowed at all in favour of parliamentary grants as raising the
character of eduecation, such a change of numbers is most
significant.  The children of the masses are, in fact, now
obtaining a good education all round, while fifty ycars ago
the masses had either ne edueation at all or a comparatively
poor one.  Dropping statisties for the moment, I should like
to give my own testiiwony to an observed fuct of social hfe—
that there is nothing so striking or so satisfactory to those
who can carry their memorics back nearly forty years, as to
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obgerve the superiority of the education of the masses at the
present time to what it was then. I suppose the most
advaneed eommon education forty or fifty years ago was in
Seotland, hut the superiority of the common sehool system
there at the present day to what it was forty years ago is
immense. If Scotland has gained se much, what must it
Lave Leen in England where there was no national system
fifty years ago at all?  Thus at the present day not only do
we get all children into schools, or nearly all, hat the edu-
cation for the inereased numbers is better than that wlhich
the fortunate few alene obtained before,

Next as to crime, the facts to note are that rather more
than forty years ago, with o population little more than half
what it 18 now, the number of eriminal offenders commmitted
for trial (1839) was 54,000 in England alone 24,000, Now
the eorresponding figures are, United Xingdom 22,000, and
England 15,000 ; fewer criminals by a great deal in a much
Jarger population.  Of course the figures are open to the
observation that changes in legislation providing for the
swmmary trial of offences that formerly went to the assizes
may have had some effcet.  But the figures show so great and
gradual a change, that there is ample margin for the results
of legislative changes, withoutaltering the inference that there
is less serious crime now in the population than there was
fifty years ngo.  Thus an improvement as regards erime corre-
sponds to the better edneation and well-being of the masses.

Next as regards pauperisin g Lere again the figures are so
imperfect that we cannot go back quite fifty years. It is
matter of history, however, that pauperism wag nearly break-
ing down the country half-a-centnry ago.  The expenditure on
por relief carly in the century and down to 1830-51 was
nearly as great at timres as it is now.  'With half the popu-
lation in the country thai there now is, the burden of the
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poor was the same.  Since 1840, however, we have con-
tinuous figures, and from these we know that, with a con-
stintly inercasing population, there 13 an absolute deeline in
the anount of panperism, The earliest and latest ligures are :—

I'avrerns ¥ REceirt or BELIEF IN THE UNDERMENTIONED YEARS
AT GIVEN 1)ATES,

158149, ! 1831,
Tgland . . . 034,000 $05,000
Heotland . . 122,000 103,000
Ireland . . . 620,000 109,000
United Kingdom . 1,676,000 1,014,000

Thus in enel of the three divisions of the United Kingdom
there 1s a material decline, and most of all in Treland, the
magnitude of the decline there being no doubt due to the fact
that the figures ave for a period just after the greas famine.
But how remete we seem to be frowt those days of famine!

Tast of all we come to the figures of savings Banks. A fifty
years' comparison gives the following results for the whole
Lingdom ;

1351, 1831,
Nunber of depositors . 120,000 4,140,000
Amount of deposits | . £13,719,000 £30,331,000
M per depositor 32 L1

An inercase of ten-fold in the nuuber of depositors, and of
five-fuld and more 1 the amounts of deposits? 16 seems
obvious from these figures that the labit aud means of

saving have become widely diffusad ju these tifty years.

* 1859
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The change is of course in part due to o mere change in the
Tacilities offered for obtaining depesits; but allowing anple
margin for the effect of increased facilities, we have still
Lefore us evidence of more saving among the masses,

There is yet one other set of statistics T should like to
uotice in this connection, those relating to the progress of
industrial and provident co-operative societies in England
and Wales.  These I abstract from the special appendix to
the ¢ Co-operative Wheolesale Saciety’s Annual Almanac amd
Diary” for the present year (pp. 81 and §2). Unfortunately
the figures only go back to 1862, but the growth up to 1862
appears to have heen very small.  Now, however, most
material advance is shown ;—

1862, 1881,
Number of members . 00,000 525,000
upital— £ £
Share . . . 428,000 5,851,000
TLoan . . . . 535,000 1,267,000
Sales . . . . 2,333,000 20,901,000
Net profit . . . 165,000 1,617,000

Such figures are still small compared with what we should
like to see them, but they at least indicate progress among
the working classes, and not retrogression or standing still.

To conclude this part of the evidence, we find undoubtedly
that in longer life, in increased econsumption of the chief
commodities they wse, in better education, in greater frecdom
from ¢rime aud panperism, and in increased savings, the
masses of the people are better, immensely Dbetter, than they
were fifty years ago.  This is quite consistent with the fact,
which we all lament, that there is a rvesiduww, still un-
tproved, but apparently a smaller residunm both in pro-
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portion to the population awl absolutely, than was the
case fifty years ago; and with the fact that the iraprovemnent,
measured even by a low ideal, s far too small. No one can
contemplate the condition of the masses of the people
without desiring something like a revolution for the hetter,
Still, the Fact of progress in the last lifty years—progress
which is really enoroug when a comparison is wade with
the former state of things—must be recoguised.  Dis-
content with the present must not make us forget that thinys
have heen so mueh worse.

But the ¢uestion is raised: Have the working classes
gained in propoertion with others by the develupment of
material wealth during the last fifty years 2 The question
is not one which would naturally excite mucl: interest among
those who would answer the primary question as to whether
the working classes lave gained or not, a3 I have done, in
the affirnative. Where 21l are getting on, it doees not seem
very practieal in those who are getting on slowly to criudie
the quicker advance of others. Usually those who put the
question have some vagne idea that the “capitalist classes, as
they are ealled, secure for themselves all the benefits of the
modern advance in wealth; the ricly, it is said, ave becominyg
richer, and the poor are bevcoming poorer. It will be ¢on-
venient then to examine the additional question specitically.
It the answer acrees with what Las already heen advauced,
then, as nobody doubts that material wealth Lias incereased, all
will De forced to admit that the working classes have had a
fair share.

At fiest sivht it wonld appear that the enormous fignres
of the increase of capital, which belong, it is assunied, 1o the
capitalist classes, are inconsistent with the notion of the
non-capitalist elasses having had o fuir share,  In the paper
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which T read to the Society four years ago, on “The Ilecent
Acenmulations of Capital in the United Kingdom,” the
conclusion at whicli I arrived was that in the ten years,
1863-75, there had been an increase of 40 per cent. in the
capital of the nation, and 27 per cent. in the amount of
capital per head, that is, allowing for the inerease of popula-
tion. Geing back to 1843, whicl is as [ar as we can go back
with the income tax returns, we also find that since then the
cross assessment, altowing for the income from Ireland not
then ineluded in the returns, has inereased from 2850 millicn
pounds to 577 million pounds, or wore than 100 per cent.
1 less than fifty years. Asswming eapital to have increased
it propertion, it is not to be wondered at that the impnession
of a group of people called the capitalist classes gefting
vicher and richer while the mass remain poor or become
poorer, should be eantertained. Allowing for the inerease of
population, the growth of capital and income-tax income are
really much smaller than the growth of the money income of
thie working classes, which we have fuund to be something
like 50 to 100 per cent. and more per head in fifty years,
bt the impression to the contrary undoubtedly exists, and is
very nafural.

The error is partly in supposing that the capitalisé elasses
remain the same in number.  This is not the case; and 1
hiave two piicees of statistics to refer to which seem to show
that the capitalist elasses are far from stationary, and that
they receive recruits from period to pericd—in other words,
that wealtly, in certain dircetions, is hecomine move diffused,
wlthongh it may not be diffusing itself as we should wish,

The first evidence I refer to is that of the Probate Duty
returns. Through the kindness of the Commissioners of
Juland Ttevenue, T am able to put hefore you a statement of
the number of probates granted in 1881, and of tlie amounts
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of property “ proved,” with which we may compare similar
figures published Ty Mr. Porter in lis * Progress of ihe
Nation’ for 1838, 1 am sorry to say Mr, Porter’s figures
for 1838 ave far more detailed than these I am able to give;
a mare mime comparison wonld he nwost, tnstrnetive; it 1
was untfortunately too late in applying to the Commissioners
of Tnland Revenne for the details, which T foumd they were
most willing to give.  However, the statement they supplied
to me, and the comparison which ean thmus he made, seem
most instructive,  They ave as follows :—

STATEMENT oF NumBER OE TROBATES GRANTED Ix 1882, wito
Anounts oF PROPERTY PROVED, AND AVERAGE PER PROBATE
[from figures supplied by the Commissioners of Inland Revenne];
AND COMPARISON WITH A SIMILAL STATEMENT rok 1838, [Trom
Porter’s * Progress of the Nation,” p. 600, ¢t seq.]

Number of Amount of
‘1’1'01 iles Amonnt of Property. Property per
L Es: Estate,
1852, | 1838, 1882, 1838, 1882.] 1838,
_4_: l' J'
Ingland . . 143,55521,900 118, 120,0601147, 601 .v.n 2,170
> 9

Scotland . « { 5,221] 1,972 13,605,314 a, 817, "bO 6003,‘_’0[)
Ireland . o1 g,583 2,000 8,544,379 4 ‘1()),2101 goo ,000

i
United Kingdom i535,3359 23,308 !40,360,854|)1 bSY,-).J;“,sool.‘,lbO

I | |

Thus, in spite of the enormous increase of property passing
at death, amounting to over 150 per cent., which is more
than the inerease in the income-tax income, the amount of
property per estate has not sensilily incrensed.  The inerease
of the number of estates is moere than donlle, aud greater
therefore than the inerease of population, hut the increase of
capital per head of the capitalist classes in England only
19 per cent., and in the United Kingdom only 10 per cent.
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Curiously enough, I may state, it is Lardly correct to speak of
the capitalist classes as holding this property, as the figures
inclade a small percentage of insolvent estates ; but allowing
all the property to beleng to the capitalist classes, still we
have the fact that those classes are themselves inereasing,
They may be only a minority of the nation, though I think
a considerable minority, as 53,000 estates passing in a year
represent from 1,500,000 to 2,000,000 persons as possessing
property subject to probate duty; and these ficures, it must
be remembered, de not iuclnde renl property at all.  Still,
small or large as the minority may be, the fact we have
Liefare ws is that in the last fifty years it lias been an in-
creasing minority, and a minority inereasing at a greater rate
than the increase of general population.  Wealth, to a certain
extent, is more diffused than it was.

If T liad been alle to obtain more details, it would have
been possible to specify the different sizes of estates and the
different percentages of increase, from which it wonld not
only have appeared whether the owners of personal property
were inereasing in muber, but whether the very rich were
adding to their wealth more than the moderately rich, or
vice rersd. Dut it is something to know at -least that there
are ‘more owners. 1 trust the Commissioners of Inland
Ttevenue will see their way in their next report to give more
details on this very interesting point.*

Before passing on I should Iike to add a eantion which
may not be neeessary in this room, bhut which may be needed
outside. Al such figures must be taken with a good deal of

* It appears that the inerease in the number of probates for less
than £1000 is from 18,400 to 41,878, or about 120 per cent., the
average value per probate being much the same; while the increase
of the nmmber of probates for more than £1000 is from 06378 to
12,629, or over £0 per cent., and the average value per probate has
inercased from L7150 to £0200,
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qualification, owing to variations of detail in the methol of
levying the duty at dilferent times, variations in the character
of the administration, and the like canses. 1 naotice, fur
instance, an uwunsually remarkable increasc hoth in the
nmber of owners and amomnt of property passing in
Scotland; this last fact, I!belivve, having alrendy given
rise to the statement that there has been something un-
exampled in the increase of personal property in Scotland,
The explanation appears to be, however, that the increase
of property in Scotland is, to some extent, only apparent,
being due partly, for instance, to the fact that hy Scotch law
mortgazes are real property, whercas in Ingland they are
personal property, so that it was necessary, in the course of
administering the tax, to pass a special law enabling the
Commissioners of Intand Revenue to bring Seotch mortgages
into the category of personal property.®  This is ouly one
illustration of the cantion with which suel figures must be
nsed. Taking them in the Imnp, wmud not pressing com-
parisons between the three divisions of the United Kingdom,
or any other points of detail which might be dangerous, we
appear to be safe in the main conclusion that the number of
owners of persoual property liahle to probate duty has in-
ereaged in the last fifty vears more than the increase of popu-
tation, and that on the average these owners are only aliout
15 per cent. richer than they were, while the individual ineome
of the working classes has increased from 50 to 100 per cent.

The next piece of statistics I have to refer to 1s the number
of separate assessments in that part of Sehedule 1, know as
DTart 1., viz., Trades and Professions, which excludes public
companics and their sources of income, where there is no

* See ‘ Special Report of Commissioners of Inland Revenne,” 1870,

vol. i, p. Y9. Thoe law on this and other points was altercd by
93 & &4 Viet. cap. 80,
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reason to believe that the number of separate assessments
ecrresponds in any way 1o the number of individnal incomes,
Even in Part I there can be no cxact correspondence, as
partnerships make only oneretarn; but in comparing distant
periods, it seems not unfair to assume that the inerease or
deercase of assessments would correspond to the increase or
decrease of individual incomes.  This must be the case unless
we assume that in the interval material differences werc
likely to arise from the changesin the nimuber of partnerships
to which individuals helonged, or from partnerships as a rule
comprising a greater or less number of individuals,  Using
the Heures with all these gunalifications, we get the following
comparison :—

NUMBER OF PER$ONS AT DIFFERENT AMOUNTS OF INCOME CHARGED

uNDER Scurpuck 1 1N 1843 asp 1870-80 comparen [1¥
IIxgLaNp)*

1843, 1879-80.

£ £
150 and under 2oo . 39,300 130,101
200 - 00 . . 23,370 88,445
300 " J00 . . 13,420 39,306
400 " 300 . . 6,751 16,501
500 . Goo . . 4,730 11,317
600 » 700 . . 2,072 6,804
700 v oo . . 1,371 4,054
Soo . goo . 1,419 3,505
900 , T,000 . . 504 1,396
1,000 w2000 . 4,998 16,362
2,000 3,000 . . 1,285 3,131
3,000 » 4,000 . . 526 1,430
4,000 » 5,000 . 39 7538
5,000 ,» 10,000 . . 493 1,430
16,000 » 50,000 . 200 735
50,000 and upwards . . 8 68
Total . . . 106,63 320,162

* The figures for 1843 canvot be given for either Scotland or
Ireland.
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Here the mercase inoall eliasses, from the Towest to the
highest, is hetween two and three thues, or rather more Ui
three tines, with the exceeption of the highest class of all,
where  the vmobers, Lowever, are  quite  mceonsiderable,
Avain o prool, T tlhoul, of the greater diffision of wealtl s
far as the assessment of ancome to o Iucome {ax, uler
Schedule 10 uay be taleen s o sign of the person assessed
having wealth of some kind, whicl I fear is not always the
case. I the owners of this meome, ab least ol the smaller
mcowmes, are 1o be considered as not among the capitalists,
but ameng the working elasses—a very arguable propusition
—tlien the increase of the nuber of incomes from £150 up
to say £1000 w-year, s o sign of the nereased carnings of
working classes, which are not usually thought ot by that
name.  The inerease tn this instanee 1s out of all proportion
to the increase of population.

In giving these figures I have emitted the incomes under
£150. There 15 quite a want of satislactory data for any
comparison, I think, except as regards incomes actually
snbject to assessment, and the data at the beginning of the
period are specinlly ineomplete,

Whichever way we look at the figures, therefore, we have
this result, that while the increage of persenal property per
head of the eapitalist class, aceording to the probate retirns,
is cowparatively =mnall, heing ouly about 15 per cent., yet
there is an Incrense of the munber of people receiving goond
incontes Mo trades and professions oui of all proportion to
the inerease of population.  We cannot but infer {rom this
that the nunber of the wmoderately rich is increasing, wud
that there Is little foundation for the assertion that the
rich are becoming richer.  AlL the fuets agree. The working
classes have had large additions to their weans; capital has
inereased iu aboui cqual ratio; but the lucrease of capital
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per head of the capitalist classes is by no means so great as
the increase of working-class incomes.

I shonld wish further to point out, however, that it is a
mistake to speak of the income in the various sehedules to
the income tax as the income of a few, or exclusively of
clagses which can be called eapitalist or rieh. A suspicion
of this has already been raised by the facts as to trades and
professions. Let ne just mention this one little fact in addition.
Out of £190,000,000 assessed under Schedule A, in 1881-82,
the sum of £11,359,000 was exempted from duty as being
the income of people whoese whole mecome from all sources
was under £150 a-year. If we could get at the fact as to
how the shares of public companies are held, and as to the
iinmense variety of interests in lands and houses, we should
have nmple confirmation of what has already appeared from
the probate duty figures, that there is a huge minority
interested in preperty in the United Kingdom, great munbers
of whom would not be spoken of as the capitalist classes.

To test the ruestion as to whether there has been any
disproportionate increase of capital, and of the income from
it, in yet another way, I have endeavonred to make an
analysis of the income tax returns themselves, distinguishing
in themn what appears to be the tncome of idle capital from
income which is derived not so much frem the eapiial itself
as from the labonr bestowed mn wsing the capital,  Only the
roughest estimate can be made, and the data, when we g0
hack to 1843, are even more incomplete than they are now ;
Lut I have endeavoured as far as possible to give everything
to capital that ought to be given, and not to err on the side
of assigning it too small o share. The whole of Schedule A.
is thus assigned to eapital, although it is well known that not
cven in Schedule A, is the income obtained witheut exertion
and care, and some risk of loss, which are entitled to re-
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In Schedute D.also T have allowed that all the
income from public companies awd foreign investments is

muneratiol,

from idle capital, although here the vigilance neeessary, and
the risk attendant on the husiness, are really most scrious,
and part of the so-called profit is not really interest on idle
capital at all, hut strictly the remuneration of labour. I have
also rather exaggerated than depreciated the estimate for
capital employed in trades and professions, my estimate being
ather more than that of Mr. Dudley Baxter in his famousr
paper on the National Income. With these explanations
I submit the accompanying estimate of the share of capital
in the income-tax incowne at different dates (sec p. 402),
This estimate may be summarised as follows :—

SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS OF INCOME-TAx INCOME IN UNDERMENTIONED
YEARS.

{In milliens of pounds.]

Year, From Capital, | From .:alnries, Total.

&c. '
£ £ £
18343 . . 1884 931 2&3:‘.3
1862 . 252% 1074 360
1381 ., . 407 177 584

Thus a very large part of the increase of the income-tax
income in the last forty years is not an increase of the
income from capital at all in any proper sense of the word.
On the contrary, the increase in the income from capital is
only about two-thirds of the total increase. This increase is,
morcover, at a less rate than the increase of the capital itself,
as appearing from the Probate Duty returns, a point which

* These returns, however, it shonld always Lo reizembered, do net
include real property.
If. 20
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AxaLysis oF THE IxcoME Tax RETURNS FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED
YEARS, sHOWING THE LSTIMATED INCOME FProx CAPITAL ON THE
ONE SIDE, AND THE EstTinaTep Ixcoxe ¥royu WAGES or SUPER-
INTENDENCE AND SALARIES ON TilE OTHER SIDE.

['n miilions of pounds, LO0,000% omittel, i.¢, 10=£10,000,000.]

1881, 1862, 1843.
s | S | o | B | g | Brom,
Capital.l ™ L\L 71 Caypital, i,c. “’|Capital. &c '
Sehedule A.—
Land, tithes, &e.,
exclusive ofl 7o, nil 6o, il 57 nil
houses .
Messnages, &¢. . | 117, nil 6z, nil 41, nil
Schedule B.—
Occupation of land | 23,% &f, 224, 881, | 20,1 36,
sSehedule C. . . 40, nil 29, nil 29, nil
" D.(Partl)yi 64,1 100, z, | 49, 29k, 461,
» = IL)| 9L, nil 47, nil 1z, nil
” B . L | mil a3, nil a0, nil 11,
qo7, | 177, 2528, 1074, | 188, 931,

e " -

Nore—lu the estimate for 1813 the figures assigned to Schedule A.
are only those of lands and tithes aud houses to correspond with the
existing Schedule A.: and the tigures of Schedule D. inelude mines,
quarrics, railways, &e., pow in Schedule D, An estimate is also made
of the totals for Ireland, based on the returns of 1854, the total gross
income under all the sehednles thus estimated heing about 20 million
pounds,

* Toterest on 500 millions of eapital in 1881 at & per eent. In my
paper on acenmulations of capital, 1 estimated agrieultural capital at
a larger sum than this; but since then there has been some loss of
agrienltural eapital, and if & larger sum were taken, the rate of interest
used in the calculation for the present purposce shonld be less.

1 Estimating that the income here is worth four years’ purchase,
and that it may be capitalised at that rate; and then sllowing that
this capital earns 10 per cent., the rest being wages of superintendence

or salaries.
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deserves special notice.  The conclusion thercfore is, that the
working elasses have not been losing in the last fifty yoars
through the fruits of their labour being inereasingly appro-
priated to eapital.  On the contrary, the ingome from capital
has at least no mare than kept pace with the inercase of
capital itsclf, while the inerease of capital per lead, as we
have seen, is very Jittle; so that it may be doubled whether
the income of the individual capitalist from capital has on
the average inereased at all.  IC the return to capital had
doubled, us the wages of the working classes appear to have
doubled, the aggregate inecome of the capitalist classes re-
turned to the income tax would now be 800 instead of
400 wmillions. In other words, it would not Le fur short of
the mark to say that almost the whole of the great material
improvement of the last fifty years lias gone to the masses.
The share of capital is a very small one, And what has
not gone to the workwen so-called, has gone to remuncrate
people who are really workmeu also, the persons whosc
incomes are returned under Schedule 1. as from “Trades
amd Trofessions.”  The capitalist as snch gets a low in-
terest for his imoney. and the agaregate retnrn to eapital
is not a third part of the aggregate income of the country,
whichh may be put at not less than 1200 millions, and
is, I should estimate, not mmeh more than a fourth
part.

1t will he interesting b think to present these conclusions
in the form of an account. We lave not, as T have already
gaid, an exact statement of aguresate carnings, cither at the
beginuing or at the eud of the period ; but assuming the aggre-
gate incone of the people as about 1200 millions now, and
that the wages of working men are, per head, twice what
they were, the agoregates 1y 1843 and at the present time

oo To
swould compare as follows :

1z
[
Lo
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ProcrEss oF NATIONAL INcoME.

[In millions of pounds,]

Income Increase.
Incnme at
in 1843. | Present
Time. | Amount. | Per Cent.
z £ £
Capitalist elasses from capital igo 400 210 110
Working incomne in income- .
tax returns . . 90 150 90 100
Working income not in in-y) . 9 -
come-tax returns } 235 620 383 160
515 1,200 683 130

Procress oF NaTionaL CArITAL Paving Prosate DuTy.

Increase,
- Present
1838. Time,
Amount. | Per Cent,
£ £ £
Amount of eapital . | 55 mins. § 140 mlns, | 85 mlns. 155
2 per estate . 2,200 2,500 300 14

Nore—Inerease of working ineome per head 100 per cent,

From this it appears that the increase of what is known as
working-class income in the aggregate is greater than that
of any other class, being 160 per cent., while the return to
capital and the return to what are ealled the capitalist
classes, whether 1t is from capital proper or, as I maintain, a
return only in the nature of wages, has only increased about
100 per cent., althongh capital itself has increased over 150 per
cent. At the same tine the eapitalist classes themselves
have greatly increased in number, so that the amount of
capital possessed among them per head has only increascd
15 per cent, notwithstanding the great increase in capital
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nself, and the average income per lLead can have hardly
increased at all.  On the other hand, as the wmasses of the
nation, taking the United Kingdom altogether, have only
increased abont 30 per cent. since 1843, when these income
tax figures DLegin, while their aggregate incomes have in-
creased 160 per cent., 1t Is explained how these incomes have
gained, individually, about 100G per cent. as agaiust Lardly
any increase at all in the incomes of what are called the
capitalist  elasses, on the average. Thus the rich have
hecome more numerous, hut not richer individually; the
“poor ” are, to some smaller extent, fewer; and those who

remain

poor” are, individually, twice as well off on the
average asthey were fiflty ycarsago. The “ poor” have thus
liad almeost all the benefit of the great matervial advance of the

lust fifty years,

We may now conclude this long inqguniry. It has been
shown direetly, I believe, that, while the individnal incomes
of the working classes have largely inereaswd, the priees of
the main articles of their consumyption have rather declined ;
and the inference as to their being wuel better off which
wonld be drawn from these facts is fully supported by
statistics showing a decline in the rate of mortality, an
increase of the conswmption of articles iu general use, an
improvement in general education, a diminution of erime and
pauperism, a vast increase of the unmber of depositors in
savings bauks, and other evidences of general well-beiny.

Yinally, the inerease of the return to capital has not been
in any way in propertion, the yield on the same amount of
eapital being less than it was, and the capital itself being
more diffused, while the remuncration of labour has enor-
mously increased.  The fuets are what we should have
expected from the conditions of production in recent years,
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Tuventions having heen multiplied, and production having
been increasingly efficient, while capital has been accumu-
luted rapidly, it is the wage receivers who must have the
benefit. The competition ol capital keeps profits down to
the lowest point, and workmen consequently get for them-
selves nearly the whole product of the aggregate industry of
the country, It is interestiug, nevertheless, to find that the
focts correspond  with  what  theory should lead ws to
antieipate,

The moral is a very obvious one. Whatever may be said
as to the ideal perfection or imperfection of the present
economic répime, the fact of so great an advance haviug
been possible for the masses of the people in the last half-
century is encouraging. It is something to kunow that
whether a better #éyime is conceivable or not, human nature
being what it is now {and T ant ¢ne of those who think that
the régimie is the Lest, the general result of a vast community
living as the Dritish nation does, with «ll the means of
Lealthy hfe and civilisation at command, being little shork
of & marvel if we only eonsider for a moment what vices
of anarchy and misrule in soeiety have had to e rooted out
tomake this marvel) ; still, whether best or not, it is some-
thing to know that vast inrproveanent has been possible with
this #éyime.  Surely the lesson is that the nation ought to go
on tmproving on the same lines, relaxing noue of the efforts
which have been so successful.  Steady progress in the
direction matntained for the last fifly years must soon make
the English people vastly superior to what they are now.,

I should like te add just one or two remarks hearing on
questions of the moment, and as to the desirability or
possibility of a change of #épime now so much discussed,
which the figures [ Lhave Drouwght before you suggest. One
is, that apart froin a1l objections of principle to schemes of
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cenfiscating capital,—land nationalisation, or collectivism, or
whatever they may be called,—the masses conld not Tiope to
Jave much to divide by any such schemes. Taking the
inconie (rom eapital at -100 millions pounds, we nmst not
suppose that the whole of that would be divisible among the
masses if eapital were eonfiscated.  What the capitalist
classes spend s a very different thing from what they wake,
The annual savings of the country now excead 200 million
ponnds, being made as a rule, thougl not exclusively, by the
eapitalist classes.  I€ then the 100 million pounds were to be
confiscated, one of two things would happen: cither the
savings would not he made, in which ease the condition of
the working classes would soen deteriorate, for everything
depends wpon the steady inerease of capital; or the savings
would be made, in which case the spending power ol the
masses would not e so very mueh inereased.  The difference
would De that they would be owners of the capital, but the
income wonld itself remain untouched. The system under
which large capitals are ina few hands may, in fact, have its
woold side in this, that the Jay Gonlds, Vanderbilts, and
Tiothschilds canmot spend their income. The eonsequent
acemulation of capital ig, in fact, one of the reasons why
the rewnard for Jabour is so hich, and the masses get nearly
all the Dhenefit of the great inerease of production. The
other remark T have to make is that if the object really
aimed at by those who talk of land nationalisation and the
like is carried out, the people who will suffer are thuse who
receive large wages,  To effeet what they intend, the agitators
must 1ot merely seize on the property of a few, they must
confizente what are as mueh ewrnings as those of @ echanie
or a labourer, and the waces of the mest glkilled mechanies
and artisans themselves.  The agitation is, in fact, to level
down, Lo diminish the reward of labourers who receive a lurge
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wage because they can do the work the community requires,
the proof being that in a market without favour they get the
wage, and to increase the reward of other labourers beyond
what in the same free wearket the community would frecty
cive them, Wlether the preduction would be continued at
all if there were any success in these attempts, eommon
sense will tell us. Those who have done some hard work in
the world will, I am sure, agree with me that it is only done
Ly virtue of the most powerful stimulants, Take away the
rewards, and even the best would prebably not give them-
selves up to doing what the community wants and now pays
them for doing, but they would give themselves up either to
idleness or to doing something clse. The war of the land
nationaliser and Socialist 13" then not so much with the
capitalist as with the workman, and the importance of this
fact should not be lost sight of,
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XL

FURTIIER NOTES ON THE PPROGRESS OF THE
WORKING CLANSES?®

THE sreat intevest attaching to it wmust he my excuse for
returning to the subject of my inangural address as President
in the session of 1883-1884. T do not propose to bring
forward many new facts: the mast important, in truth, lie
ou the swrface, and apart from an elaborate investigation,
which has yet to be made, and which may in faet be iin-
possible, owing to the defectiveness ob the earlier records, T
doubt whether much could he added to the triple and (nad-
ruple chain of evidence hy which the great progress of the
working classes in the Iast hall century is proved. The
great rise of money wages among labourers of every class,
conpled with stationary or even [ulling rices of eommodities
on the average, the all but uuiversal shortening of the
honrs of labour, the decline of pauperism, the enormonsly
ncreased consumption of the luxuries of the masses, the
improvement in the rate of mortality—these awd other
faets combine to prove that there lias heen a great
general advance in well-heing among the masses of the
commumty. The evidence s cumulative, and tu disprove or
throw doubt on one item in the long st of particular facts

* Read before the Statistical Seeiety, 19th January, 1836, The Ap-
pendices referred to, are intended to be pubtished alony with the paper
and diseussion in the Statistical Society’s Juurnad for March, 1530
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supporting any one of these propositions hardly affeets the
impression given by the survey of the whole.  To justify the
Lelief that there Las Leen no great general advance, cvery
one of these propositions would have to be disproved, and an
opposite sct of statements, all hanging together and all
supporting the view of retrogression, or no advance, or very
little advance, would have to be made good, There are too
many faets to permit the setting up of a plea of ignorance
or impossibility of arriving at any econelusion, DBut while
hopiug to add very little to the main propositions formerly
advanced, it may perhaps be possible to clear up some mis-
conceptions which have arisen, and to discuss a few sub-
sidiary or connected questions which are intrinsically of’
great mmportance: guestions as to the degree of the improve-
ment, as to the way in which it Is diffusced, as to the im-
provement in other countries, as to the movements in prices
which have oceurred or are in progress, as to what is meant
Ly the phrase “working classes,” and whether for purposes
ot strict economic discussion the meaning of the phrase, as
popularly understood, ought not to he widened-——are all
raised by the general discussion, aml their eonsideration
should help to throw light on the main question itself. In
any case the paper will e a peg for disecussion among
yourselves, on a subject which happens to attract an unusnal
degree of atiention at the present mouent.

I—THE REASONS FOR A FIFTY YEARS
COMPARISON.

Beror passing on to some of the points just mentioned, let
me glanee only for a moment at a preliminary peint, which
has given rise to obscrvations at which I have been very
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nueh astonished.  Why select for comparison with the
present Lime, it hias been said, @ period just half a century
avo? Tt s even been hinted, T believe, that heing wo friend
of the working classes, and holding a briel from the eapitali<t
classes, so ealted, against theny, | selected the date of alt a
century ago with maliee aforethought, knowing that the
workiny classes were then ina state of special degradation;
so that what T shew as an improvement in their condition is
really no were, or little more, thau a reeovery of the position
which they tormerly lield.  Tinreply to all this T an sure it
is hardly necessary to repeat here, whab wmst have appeared
so reasotable to all of yon—that the date of ifty years ago
wag sclected Decuuse it happened to be the jubilee of the
Statistical Secicty, and the bhegiuning of various offivial
statistical records wlhich are beyond neasure nseful and even
indispensalle in such investiations, I do not know that it
would have heen possible to give a hetter or more natural
reason.  In a Society formed to promote the study of statis-
ties, and where speeial altention has always beew given to
this kind of investiuation, it is surcly of the highest utility
that on the occeasion ol our jubilee we should review the
history, and see what the statistivs, which we Irave Tielped
not a little to improve, tell ns recarding the problems it lias
been our object ax 4 Hociety to imguire into,  There must be
some very clever people in the world, when the explanation
of a deep desiun against the working elasses as the motive
for chuosing the periond half a century ago can e substitated
for the very obvieus and natural explanation whiel [ gave in
the address iteelf

[ have not introdueed this point, however, merely to give
a persamal explanation. The seleciion of o date hall 2
contury ago for comparisim with the present time having
been challenged, T shionld Tike to point eut that in taet, aml
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apart from the reasons I have given, such a period is a very
good oue to sclect. The danger of short periods in such
discussions is obvious.  There are so many complicated
causes affecting himman aflairs, and there is so much oscilla-
tion and tluctuation in them, that if short periods only are
taken into account, what is in fact an cddy in the main
stream of events may be mistaken fur the main streain itself.
We see this mistake made in some of the fair trade discus-
sionus 1ow going on, a decline in the value of vur exports at
present being spoken of as i it were a permanent decline,
wliereas in our own country, ever since we had suel records,
and iu every country that has had them, there have been
from tune to time in partienlar years declines in aggregate
value of a far more marked character than anything we are
now witnessing, these luctuations, however, being quite con-
sisient with steady progress from period to period. I do not
say that comparisous are not to be made at all for short
periods: for mauy pnrposes sucl comperisons are useful.
But for a purpose like the one now in hand, any comparison of
the general condition of the working classes would not only
be difficult for a very short peried, but would perhaps be -
possible. A comparison for a peried of fifty years in an age
of great mwovenent is free from many of the difficulties inci-
dental to a shorter period, 1t altows for the occurrence of
several natural cyeles of prosperity and adversity in trade,
and gives time for adjustments i money wages and prices
due to enrreney and inoney market changes, or to such events
ns the gold discovericg ol Australin and Califurnia, to be
wade,  On the other and, as compared with longer periods,
a period only #iflty years age ismore easily understood ; there
are many persons living who ean rememler so far back, and
whose memory ean eheek any slips that are apt to be made
Ly the mere student of records without a knowledge of the
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actual tfe, Tn ather wonls, fifty years is perhaps a losnyee
enoteh period for comparison in ainage of active movement,
as a distinet step in one diveetion or another can he per-
ceived; and it is not teo Tong a perind, looking to the facili-
ties for cheek, and for the proper uderstanding of the facts,
which its nearness to the present time presents.

[ should like to add farther that a comparisen with a date
fifty years ago has this advantage, that we Jdo in fact kuow
from Porter’s ¢ Progress of the Nation’ that consideralie
progress was made by the masses of the community Letween
the beginning of the century and the year 1830, when lie wrote
his ook, That was Porter’s view, at any rate, and althougl
every such opinion is of conrse subject to criticism, the fact
that a statistician like Porter, writing at the time, wnd
acquainted with the notions then prevalent, as well as with
the official figwres, should assume the fact of considerable
progress In Lis time, is of course of great weight.  ITaving
aiven some attention to Torter’s ficures, I have come to the
conclusion that the evidence he presents is very strong, that
there was progress among the masses in the first thirty or
forty years of the century, thongh nothing so deeisive as
what has sinee taken place, Virtnally then, if we accept
Porter's conclusion, we are able to assert a continuons -
provement among the masses of the community from the
beginning, or wearly the heginning, of the century to the
present time—a very long period indeed in the life of a
nation.  Tn a practical discussion, looking at the way the
entire conditions of hife nnd industry have changed in the
period in question, it woulil not he expedient T helieve to o
farther back. There is little practical utility, it seems to me,
in a comparison Letween the comparatively scanty agrienl-
tural eommunities which formed the population of this
country at any time before the heginning of the present
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century, and the vast multitudes who are now supported by
a highly developed manufacturing system. We lave in fact
to consider problems as allecting these mubtitwdes, which
could not Dbe considered at all Defore the present eentury
commenced, beeause until that time agriculture was the staple
industry, and the nation subsisted on what was produced at
home. However we have arrived at our present eondition,
we have to take the facts as they are, and the main fact in a
material view undonbtedly is that coincident with the most
uwuprecedented orowth of population in an old conntry,
a growth far beyond the lmits of the home means of sub-
sistence on the present gcale of living, there has been a
general advance in the seale of living itself. How far the
facts of the future are likely to eorrespond 1s a question of
the deepest interest, but on which antiguarian researches,
though useful in their own place, can throw very little light.

T shonld like to add, however, by way of cation to students
of the subject 1u its antiquarian aspect, that the commonly
cutertained view as to a degradation of the condition of the
masses of the people having oceurred before the period at
which T commenced, requires very careful consideration and
critieisin, When mass is compared with mass {rom century
to century, there are many reasens for douliing that
degradation took place at any time, and for helieving on
the contrary in 2 slow and graduad nmprovement for many
centurics past. The increasing rapidity in the growth of
poputation, indicating a dimimishing rate of mortality, is alone
o significant as to throw doubt on many conclusions as to
the deterioration of the masses at any period. These con-
clusions appear to lave been formed very often without
much attention to the relative numbers of different classes in
different periods, or to the question what classes in one age
are the proper analogues of the elasses in a different age ; the
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modern agrienltural laborrers of Englind, for instance, being
sometimes compared with the yeomen of a former time,
whereas the middle and snperior artisin classes now acenpy
the place in society of the former yeomen.  Statistically all
sueh questions ave of ohvious importance, and any study
which overlooks them should be distrusted. When they are
attended to, T doubt if there is any period of urore than o
century’s duration inonr listory (with the single exeeption
perhaps of the second eentury atter the Dlack Death, after
which event there was, according to all the anthoritics, a
sidden and exceptional advance, which may not have leen
quite maintained) in which the condition of the masses has
not heen better than in the period just before. At any rate
the wreatest care is required in stndying the hooks on the
suhject.

JI—7rHE RISE IN MONEY 1WAGES,

Tassixg from this preliminary peint, T come to the question
of the degree of iuprovement in the condition of the working
classes in the Inst fifty years. In my address T was eareful
nat Lo give a precise angwer to this question, amd it is not
one perhaps to whicl @ very precise answer van he given,
All the elements are indeterminate. Not only the in-
dividnals bt the classes at different rates of wage are
mneralile, and they are differeutly constitnied at the
Leginning and el of the perind; while inauy of the facts
wlieh indiente conelusively a great averare advance in well-
being help very little o solving the farther gunestion
as to the degree of improvement.  Dnt while no very
precise answer is possible, 1T owish to point out that the
reasons for believing in a very constderable degree of im-
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provement, almost if not quite to the extent of enabling us
to say that the workiug classes are twice as well off as they
were fifty years ago, are so strong as to be beyond reason-
able doubt. The data wmuy be incomplete, but read with a
little care they show us that the minimum limit of the
improvement mnst be a very high oue.

As to the question of a great rise in money wages, which
15 conclusive of the whole matter if we admit that prices on
the average have not inereased, T do not suppose there is
any real donbt anywhere.  The only serious challenge to the
assertion of general dmprovemcnt which T have seen was
given by Mr. Hutchinzon in the * Nineteenth Century, for
October, 1884; lut Mr. Ilutchinson based lis objection
mainly on the statement that prices and the cost of living
have risen.  As to the rise in money wages, e says: “ It is
no part of my purpose Lo dispute that the working man of
to-day is not in a better position, that he is not better fed,
bLetter clothed, better honsed, and better educated than his
twmediate fore-elders as a elass may have heen.  The bread
fact is that with the advent of rvailways, and other improved
means of communication and distribution, there has been a
greater eall upon his resources, aud a consequent rise in the
remuneration of his labour””  This admission, it may be
observed, goes even farther than the purpose for which I am
quoting it, and in face admits my whole argument ; but as
Mr. Hutchinson proceeds to qualify it in tlie remainder of
the last sentence, which I do not quote, though T thiuk his
«ualification really inconsistent with the admission itself, I
only quote it for what he dves substantially admit; viz, the
fact of a rise in the remuneration of lahour., It is true that
Mr. Hutehinson adds in a foot-note, “ Trom oral information
obtained in auswer to questions addressed to the older work-
men in various trades, as to the relative position nionetarily
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of the two peviods, T am disposed to donht that there has
Teen such an advanee all round as M Giften states.” Bt
this “digposition to doubt,” without any stated facts to hack
it, and withont defining wlat e understands me to have sail
on this Liead; does not amennt to much, and the stateiment
of & great rise inmoney wages passes in fact wnchallewgred.
Imay add that in the course of o very voluninong eorre-
spondence, which niy address two years ago lhas entailel
npon me, I have not had o single letter questioning the fae
of a great risc in money wages, thongh I have had net a few
letters in the opposite sense. This negative coufivination,
when there ave so wany people living who could  state
contradictory facts if they knew them, is obviously of the
highest value.

Still, ju the absence of express ¢uestions, and of anv
allegation of comtradictory facts, there is some unwillingness
to admit, [ think, the full meaning of the faets which 1
stated,  lmprovement of some kind is admitted, but there ix
a vague feeling that the fisures are too few to support the
concliusion which T drew, that it i3 at least hetween 30 and
100 per cent,, and with an allowanee for the shortening of
the Liours of labour, may be placed neaver the 100 than the
ah, it not over the 100, T confess that an mprovement of
S0 per cent., apart fronn the shortening of the honvs of Inbonr,
woulil in my opinion be immense, and 1 shoukd Le «uite
satisfied with the general admission of so great an improve-
ment, Al T would urge is that while so mueh improve-
ment must at least be admitted, there is 1o small ground
for adopting the higher fisure of 100 per cent, or there-
abouts,

Now as to the fewness of the figures vespeeting the vise in
money wages which Tquoeted, let me poing out that having
rewmerd to the sources from which the figures were taken, and

1. e

Ce
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the nature of the facts to be ilustrated, the results were of a
convincing kind.  What I did mainly was to take the
records of wages from the volumes of trade, revemne, &c.,
fifty years ago, and wherever it was possible to obtain a
figure at that time which conld properly be compared with
the shmilar figures in the “Miscellaneons Statisties” at the
present time, to make the comparison. 1In addition, 1
referred to the only other official record of wages we have
vot, that of seamen, though it only goes back for about
thirty years; and the only unefficial figure I gnoted was
that of Sir James Caird with reference to the wages of the
agrienltnral labourer, his figure in turn being based largely
on ofticial evidence. Substantially, then, what T made use of
as far as possible were official data, sueh as they were,
without any process of sclection ovr adaptation. The result
wag that among the sixteen items obtained for comparison
from the miscellaneous statistics, there was in all cases an
advance of some sort, and only in three instances an advance
of less than 50 per cent. The advance was generally over
TO per eent, and in some cases over 100 per cent, The
trades referred to included the textile manufactures, mines,
and the housebuilding trades, embracing therefore a large
part of the population.  As recards seamen’s wages again,
tlie record showed usnatly an advance of about 70 per cent.
m thirty years. I wn still of opinion that such fignres,
corroborated as they were by Sir Jamres Calrd's conclusion
as to the advanee in agrienltural wages, were entitled
logically to very great weight. There having heen nothing
arbitrary in the process of seleetion, it was lmpossible to
suppose that accident could have hronght it about that in
all eases where a comparison eould be made there shonld
invariably be found a large money advance. As we must
assume that like causes produce like effects, there mmst
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equally Tiave heen an advanee in those wases wlere no
comparison could he made, I am disposed cven te oo
farther v this question of the hearing of the evidenee,
Wihere it is well ascertained in a number of eases that the
remuneration of workmen tor precisely the same labour is
100 per cent., and in others say 50 per cent. more than it
was, T am disposal to believe that the advanee all round
must  approach to the ligher figure. It s the higher
pereentage which should he held to e the governing per-
centage.  The reason is that the maximun: inerease wonhl
not he paid o oany ease without o real seareity of the
[abour required in proportion to the work to be done;
that this scarcity could only arise in a rapidly increasing
population cither from a disproportionate vrowth of the
industry, whieh does not appear te have ocenrred in ol
of the eases In question, or, in the absenee of such o
disproportionate growth, from o demand fir the lTabwur in
other pursuits; and that on the other hamd the smaller
pereentage of Increase in other cases might arise trom the
substitution of one kind of lalour fur another, the proper
comparison in the latter ease being not between the actoal
payments at different times for the same work done, Tt
hetween the payments to the labourers engaged and the
payments whiely would have been made to them for the
inferior labour from which they ave heen taken away, To
il o concrete instanee : 1t Is quite possible that the lewer
kiuds of skilled work way now be performed by workmen on
the children of workmen who were previously wholly un-
skilled—who were agrienltural or general labourers. o
that ease the wages they receive for the lucher work are
properly to e eompared with those they veceived as un-
skilledd labourers, not with those tormerly paid for the same

work.  Were this to be dune, the general e of advanee
LIRTILY
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would be found to ecorrespoud more iearly than might at
first De thought with the maximum advance in particular
cases,

It may perhaps be nrged per contre that there may be a
deterioration of labour; that there are high wages in certain
cases, becanse workmen refuse to learn and are beeoming less
skilled, and not because of a scareity of skilled labour arising
from an inereased demand for it, and that the lower per-
centage of increase in other cases is due to the inroad of
competitors from above and not from belew. Such an
explanation it appears to me would De very far fetched
indeed, and would be quite inconsistent with the general
conditions of modern industry, whieh makes heavier and
heavier demands on the intelligenee, edueation, and moral
gqualities of the workman. DBut if no such explanation is
admissible, then we mmnst admit that among instances of
inerease of wages among the working classes for apparently
the same work, the higher percentages of increase are more
likely to correspond with the average general increase in
wages than are the lower percentages.

The point does not seem to we doubtfunl, but iu any case it
is one on which a judgment must Le formed when we are
dealing with so complicated a question as the general in-
crease of weoes in 4 country like England. The employments
in the aggregate being se entively different from what they
were formerly, many new enes coining into existence, while
the oll ones die out, we must remember that the comparison
of wages in the same employents, that is, for precisely the
same work, only gives an approximation to the result which
we wish to arrive at. The question remains whether the
ruling tendency has been to change {rom employments at
low wages to employments at high wages, and if that be the
case, then the changes showing o maximum increase in rates
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for apparently the same work are more likely to eorresponid
with the average improvement than are changes showing a
winbunm increase,

There is another aspeet of the question which has also to
be considered. The wages mainly dealt with in the figures
which I quoted from the “Miscellanecus Statistics ™ were
those of the artisan classes. T was content, as recands the
wages of agrienltural Iabouwr in Great Britain, to refer to Sip
James Caird as an authority for an increase of 60 per cent.
in the latter ease.  What I have now to point out is, that
looking at the facts broadly, and granting that the artisan
classes on the avernge have only improved abung 50 per eent.
or thercabouts in money wages, yet the facts that the artisan
classes as a rule are better paid in money to the extent of 30
per ecnt, and upwards than the agricultural labourers, amd
that the increase of pojuilation in the last fifty years hias heen
among the artisan and middle elasses, the agricultural
Iabourers having diminizhed in numbers, wonld in fuet imply
that the average money wages of the working classes of the
comununity, looking at them in the mass, and comparing the
mass of fitty vears age with the mass of the jresent time,
liave increased very nearly 100 per cent. The average was
determined in Great Dritain {ifty years ago hy a mitss
composed In nearly equal proportions of agrienltural and
nm-agricultural lahonr; in the United Kingdom it was com-
posed dn nearly equal parts of non-agriculiural Jabour in
Great Dntain, of agricultural labour in Great Tiritain, and in
the poorly paid labour of Ireland, agrienltural and non-
agrienltural together, receiving in the agererate only lialf the
rate per head ot even the agriendtural lahour of Great Britain,
and only a third or less of the rate per head of the nou-
agrienltural labour of Great DBritain.  Now the mass is
composed in something like the following propertions :—
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Non-agricultural labour in Great Britain . . Three-fourths.
Agricultural labour in Great Britain . . . One-cighth.
Labour in Ireland

. 1

In other words, the Jast two elasses, whieh econstitated
eaeh about oue-third ef the whole manual labour class of the
United Kingdom fifty years ago, now constitute only one-
eighth each, and the remaining highest paid class which was
only one-third fifty years ago, is now three-fourihs of the
whole.  Even allowing for no advance at all in the average
carnings per lead of the latter elass, such a change would
involve a great advance in the mass. [ propose to illnstrate
the matter practically in the course of this paper, but a
hypothetical illustration may be useful.  Supposing that the
wages of the three classes were respectively £60, £40, and
£20 fifty years ago, and that the wages themselves have not
risen at all since then, we should get the following average
wages fifty years ago and at the present time, in consequence
of the mere change in the composition of the mass. Dealing
with a supposed mass of GO0 labourers in each case, I submnit
the following eomparison ;—

Filty Years ago, I'reseut Time,
Labourevs, ™ ’ {Labourers, T
Propar-1 . .| Total Propur- g Total

| tion, | £ Earnings. tion, age Earnings,

! . £ | £
200 } ird 6o | 12,000 | 150 jths | 6o 27,000
200 1 1rd 40 3,000 75 Lth 40 - 3,000
200 ’rd 20 £, 000 75 ith I 20 1,560
6o | — | 40 |24,000] 600 - 524 21,500

Average improvewent about 33 per cent,

Thus, without any increase of wages at all, there is an
enormous ymprovenment simply because the population at the
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higher rate of wages has inercased disproportienately to the
others.  If now we allow for an improvement of 50 per ceut.

only i the nuit of each ¢lass, we get the following resnlt . —

Fifty Yenrs ago. Present Time.
Labourers. | T Labeurers,! T
Propor- | o | Tutal F'ropor- . Tutal

tion, Wage. Earnings, tion. F Wage. Earnings.

‘ N £ P ¥
200 ird 6o 12,000 450 Aths go | 40,500
200 il 4o 5,000 75 itho 1 Ga 4,500
200 jrd | 2o 4,000 75 w30 2,950
6oa — l 4o 21,000 600 — | 783 | 47,250

]

ITere the average improvement is very ncwly 100 per
cent, with a rise of only 50 per cent. per head 1 the wages
of each class.

It is this element in the question, viz, the change in the
composition of the mass of labonrers, which appears to be
altocether overlooked in a mere coparison of the wages of a
eiven employment fifty years ago and at the present time,
When sueh comparisons have been made at any length which
may be thonght expedient, a still broader snrvey of the taéts
must be made: What Kinds of labour have increased, and
what Kiuds have diminished, hecome most imjportanl con-
siderations.  For this reason, amour others, T attempted no
exact statement of averages tn using the table of moeney
wiges which I gave in my former paper. The general ron of
the faets appeared to he more interesting and iustmetive
than any attelpt at exact percentages of increase ur deerease,
which are in truth impossible in sueh an ingniry, teough the
weneral eonclusions may themselves be beyond donlt. What
1 have said may show that even an improvement of only 50
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per cent, in wages, which nohaody seeis to question, comparing
oiven employment with given craployvment, hmplies, under the
actual circiunstances of a clinge in the composition of the
working population, a much greater improvement on the
average than 50 per eent.

A third fact on which [ desire to lay sowe stress in a
question of the average improvement in’ money wages, is the
very great imsprovement which has taken place in the wages
of the lowest class of Tabour.  The tendency of the economic
clunges of the last fifty vears has been to reduce the pro-
portion of this descriptivn of labour to the total mass; its
numbers have diminished on account of the openings for
labour in other directions; hut the diminution has gone
along with a steady improvement in the condition of the
most unskilled labourers themselves,

To illustrate this point 1 have printed in the Appendix (sce
Appendix A), extracted from the tables of revenue, coomnerce,
population, &e, and from the “Miscellaneous Statistics of
the United Kingdom,” particulars of the wages paidl to the
non-agricultural labourers fifty years ago and at the present
time. The list is muel longer for the present time than for
the earlier date, but some items fifty years ago and at the
present Lime can be compared.  Generally the effeet appears
to be that while the hLighest class of unskilled labour or
little skilled lahour of a non-agricultural deseription fifty years
ago was paid about 155 per week, the corresponding figure at
the present time, by which I mean of course about two or three
years ago, is about 25s. weckly.  Similarly alout fifty years
ago a labourer’s common wage was abont 11s. or 125 weekly;
and the run of the figures now i about 17s. or 18s. up to 20s.
or 21s. weekly.  The wages arve Ligher in London and soine
of the leading manufacturing towns than elsewhere, but com-

paring like with like, the above fignres seen to give a fair



ON TIIF WORKING CLASSLS. 420

ilea of the ehange which has cecurred. ITneother wards, the
improvement is from 70 to 90 per cent. in the money wages of
unskilled non-agricultural Tahour,  Some partivulirs may be
stated in o tabular form thes:

Waces or Unskinned Laporr (NoN-AGRICULTURAL) IIrTY YEARS
AGO AND AT Tuk Iuesest TiME

[Compiled tram the partivulars in Apoewlix o]

Fitte . Inerease.
L I'resent

Yoears s

o e, |

ago. Amaount, Per Cent,

AT ST B A

Labourers, Loudon . . R R L T

' Bradford . . s =121 91 6oy )
Drieklayers’ labourers, Manchester | 1z - | 22 - 1o - 83
Spademen, Manchester{maximnm) | 15 - | 22 - 7 — HU
Bricklayers' labourers, Glasgow . | 9 - |18 - — | —
Stocking makers, Leicester. . 8 3. -1 5 9 70
Labourers, Londonderry . .8 - 16 -3 8 -} 100

I should have liked to give alonger table, Imt substantially,
keeping in mind the logic of the facts, even a short table
may satisly us of the magnitude of the tnprovement in the
wages of unskilled labour. Tt will not tail to Le observed
that the fmprevement seems to he greater in Glasgow than
in the more southern parts of the country, aml there
i« a similar hmprovement in Ireland, thongh [ have only
been able to give a Dublin guotation in place of «
quotation from  Londonderry fifty years ago.  This may
remind us of another change which seems to have been
woing on in respect of wages.  There has heen vqualisation
in given employments throughout the eountry. Cuont-

* 18 hours weekly at 434, per hour,
1 Lowest wage quoted for Leicester, + Dublin.



426 FURTHER XOTES ONX THE PROGLESS

sequently where rates were relatively lower fifty years ago,
there has been more advance than in other cases. This is a
fact to be kept in mind when wages in a particular employ-
ment in a given place seem to have advanced little.  Tn the
cmployment itself there may have been a great advance
through wages i the lower paid places advancing to the
hizher level.

A osimilar table can be prepared with reference to agri-
enltural Jabour. 1 have placed iu the Appendix (sce
Appendix I} a comparison of the rates of wases in difterent
counties of the United Kingdom fifty years ago, aud at the
date of the recent lloyal Comrmission on Agriculture; the
particulars as to the period fifty years ago being extracted
fron Mr. Purdy’s two papers on agricultural wages, vewl
hefore the Statistical Soctety in 1861 and 1862* in which
Le made nge of published and unpublished official returns ;
and the particulars as to the more recent period heing eon-
densed from the reports of the assistant comnissioners to the
Royal Commission on Agriculture.  The general efiect of this
table is that while the rise in some countics in England, ez,
Kent, i3 Tittle more than vne-third, yet there ave many counties,
particularly in the sonth and west, and Wales, in which the
circumstances were very distressing fifty years ago, where the
rise is 50 per cent. and upwards.  In Wales the rise would
seem to e about 100 per cent., and in Scotland and [reland
there is nearly as great an improvement.  Altosether the
comparisen weuld seemn to coufirm very fully the fact of an
average rise of G0 per cent. which Sir James Caird has
stated, amd whicli was the fimure T mnade use of in wmy former
paper.

* See Statistical Society’s Jowrned, vol, xxiv., pp. 328-373, and
vol. xxv., pp. 425-490.
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And the fuferenee frem these figures as (o rwle Tabonr,
whether agricultnral or nou-agrienltural, is plain, 11 the
rise has been go great in the wages of o lurge elass of hibonr
at the very Dottom of the scale, which las itself leen
diminishing in uantity because the demand has beew me
aidd more for skilled labour of some kind, then we may he
tolerably certain that the rise in skilled ladwur itseld,
man for nan, has not heen Tess, while the improvement
in the mass must be greater still for the reason alrandy
stated, viz, that the proportion of skilled Tabour to the
whale mass s increased and that of rude Iabour de-
clined.

In conncetion with these facts 1 may also refer, withit
further dwelling on it, to the fact mentioned in my former
paper, that the number of income-tax payers has incresed
in the last fifty vears at a wmeh greater rate than
the inerease of population.®  Mr. Goschen, i his recent
address at Manchester on trade depression, lus cited fresh
firures relating to the lust ten years only, eutively confir-
matory of the statement, which is placed altogether heyond
doubt, [t is difficult to suppose that at the bottom ot the
seale yude Tabour lias fnproved its woney wage, as we have
seen, anil that at the top of the seale the nuniber of tnconw-
tax payers has iucreased, without a corresponiting averawe
improvement having taken place all throngh the inter-
niediate mass.

Altogether, then, the ineredulity with which the assertion
of an average increase of 100 per cent. in the money wiges
of the working classes in the lust fifty years, was received
in some yuarters, does not appear to have any justitication,

* See previous Fesay, * Trogress of the Working Classes in the last
Half Century,” p. 398,
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There are plenty of facts which are well-known and cven
familiar to justify the assertion, when these facts are them-
selves studied in counection with the changes in the eom-
position of the mass of the working classes which have
undonbtedly ocenrred.

Before passing from this point, I may refer lriefly to one
or twe statenients which have appeared since I delivered my
address, and which throw additional light on the subject.
First of all T would quote a letter of Mr. Dright’s, giving his
own experience as a manufacturer, which cannot but be
considered a valuable piece of evidence, AMr, Bright being
one of those whose memory goes back over the whole period,
and who s able to cleck the dry figures which may he
compiled from official and other sources:

“Let your workmen reflect on the change in their condition
which free trade has made within the last forty vears, since the
reform of our tariff, The Corn Law was intended to keep wheat
at the price of 80s, the quarter; it is now under 40s. the quarter-
The price of tea is now less than the duty which was paid upon it in
former days. Sugar is not more than one-third of its cost, when a
monopoly of TFast and West India sugar existed.  As to wages in
Lancashire and Yorkshire, the weekly income of {he thousands of
worlkers in factories is nearly, if not quite, donble that paid before the
tite when free trade was established. The wages of domestic
servants in the county from whicl: T come are, in most cases, donbled
since that time. A working brick-setter told me latelv that his wages
are now Ts. Gd, per day ; formerly he worked at the rate of ds. per day.
Some weeks ago I asked an emiinent npholsterer in a great town in
Seotland what had been the change in wages in his trade? Ile
said that thirty to forty years ago lie paid a cabinetmaker 12s. per
week ; he now pays him 285, per week.  If you enruire as to wages of
farm labourers, you will find them doubled or nearly doubled in some
connties, and generally over the whole country advanced meore than
50 per cent., or one half, while the priee of food and the lours of
labour have diminished. Tt may be =aid that milk and butier and
meat are dear, which is true, but these are dear becanse our people
Ly theusands of families cat meat who formerly rarely tasted it, and
because our-imports of these articles are not snfficient {0 keep prices
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at o more moderato mafe."—Fartruct frow letter frow Mo . Reight,
MLy to Mr Ao Wilde, (* Tiines)” 18tk Novceader, 1881).*

The next fignres T propose to refer to were siven hy the
President of the Manchester Statistical Soetety, Mr Mont-
vomery, in lis very interesting address on 10th Novewnber,
1884 Mr, Montgomery tells us that, through the conrtesy
of friends, he has obtained the rates of wages pated i diflirent
mills and works in Alunchester and neiglhihomrhood jn 180
and at the present time.  Therve arve nine spinning wmills and
tive weaving mills as to which he gives details, while Lie also
vives averages for calico-printing, bleach works, dye works,
calendering works, mechanicnl enginecring, wluss minkers.
Macclesfield silk trade, hailding trades, tailors aiud policemen,
without however gning into details respecting these occupa-
tions, as in the ease of the spinning and weaving mills. A3
the result, Mr. Montgomery gives the following cenernl
swmmary —

Dercentae
of increase.

Spluning . . . . 63
Weaving . . . .3
Dyeing . . .1
Callco-prmtmg . . 1
Calendering . . AT
Bleaching . . .82
Mechanical engineering .18
Glass making . . .
Maeclesfield silk frade . . 3

Building trades . . .8
Tailoring . . . RN
I’olice. . . . .46

* Mr Bright has since elaborated this theme in one of his electinn
speeches at Birminghaw, but the above appears suflicient for the
present purpose.  There is no doubt there are many specifie cases of
an improvewent of 100 per cent., even comparing ciployment with
employment.
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And from this Mr. Moutgomery concludes that the
rrerage percentage of iucrease for all trades, 1835484, is
4047;, which is the mean of the percentages in the stummary ;
aud he points out afterwnrds that this percentage is lower
than the figure I had arrived at.  From what I have
already said, you will understand that even an average im-
provement like this in the wages of manufacturing labour at
Alnnehester, would imply a mueh greater improvement on
the average throughout the United Kingdom. DBut Mr
Montgomery’s ficures in detail, if T may be allowed a remark
by way of criticien, are better than his average. Tis
ficures, when analysed, do not tell a tale substantially
different from mine. Looking througl his tables T find that
there arc not a few eases of increased wages of 100 per cent.
and upwards ; that in other cases the average of a particular
will or a particular elass of work is pulled down by some
specially small percentage of iucrease (eg., in bleach works
there is a class called “stovers,” whose increase of wage is
vuly 3 per cent., and if this item were omitted, the increase
in Lleach works on the average, instead of Leing 82 per cent.
would run up to 38 per cent.); and that Dbut for these
exceptions to the general run of the figures, the average,
even on the plan adopted by Mr. Montgomery, wonld come
out much higher than 4045, per ecent. Keeping in mind
what T have already said as to the probability of the higler
rates of inerease for the same work being more likely to
corresponid with the general average of hmprovement for all
work, that work itself changing greatly, than are the lower
rates of Iucrease, the data whiclt Mr. Montgomery has
supplied appear to we to conlirm most fully the conelusion
thut there is an improvement all ronnd in given employ-
uents, at any rate it we allow for the shortening of hours of
Fabour, closely approaching 100 per cent.
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While commenting on these ligures of Mr. Montgomery's,
1 should also like to point ont iu passing that the mode of
arriving at an avernze which e employs is one which is
somewlat dangerous in an investigution of the present kiwl,
ad which onght not to be made use of without wave
reserves. Thus as regards spinning, he makes an average of
spinners, piercers, tenters, and winders and reclers separately
then adds all together and divides by four; wherehy e
arives at an average of G although $ir theee aut of the
four elasses the average is higher than this.  The average is
brought down hecanse in the case of spinners the improve-
nment is ouly 36 per eent. It is possible that on acconnt of
their nuwmbers spinners should either count in a proper
average as more than 1 to 4, or less than that. The neglieet
of relative numbers ju calenlating these averages is -
cordingly most serions, and nwkes the whole process ju-
correct.  In the absence of any knowledoe of relative
nmumthers, a good deal of consideration should he viven 1o the
run of the figures, extremes, whetlier high or low, beines
lookedd om with  some  sugpicion, and  especially in this
question, T helieve—{for the rensons I have already stated-—
the low extremes. Similarly, in the final sutmary which
T have queted, eachi of the trades named is trealed as a
single and eqnal wat. The Mucelesticld silk trule, glass
making, wechanical engineering, and dyveing, sivine an
average inerease of 28 per cent. only, are treated as the
cquivalent of spinning, weaving, ealico-printing, il ealen-
dering, viving an average of alont 50 per cent, jnerease,
The average in sach partienlar taude s thus in the et
instance obtained by a somewhat doubtinl process, and then
the different trades are combined by a simlar process. Naot-
withstanding, therefore, the percentase which Mo Moat-

copiery arrives at, [ believe it 1s impossible o look at the
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fioures, and take into nccount the numerons cases of large
pereentages of inerease, coupled with a preponderance of
cases at rates much higher than his avernge, without
coming to the conclusion that he underrates the real average
improvement which has occurred.

In any case, T need hardly say, a well-ascertained inerease
of over 40 per cent., coupled with shortened howrs of labeur,
would show an enormous improvement in the condition of
the masses of the comuruuity., It is so important, however,
that data such as Mr., Montegomery has collected, should be
vightly used, that I hope to he excused for insisting so much
on this question of method, and not merely resting satisfied
with the broad couclusion that fhere is an improvement of
40 per eent. 1t may be loped that in time there will e
many similar eollections of figures, and in this view the
right handling of them will Le of great importance. It need
hardly be added, after what I have already said, that even if
a right average could be obtained for particular districts such
as Manechester, it would have to bLe considered how far each
particular district represented the general progress of the
whole community. If town distriets like those of Lanca-
shire grow at a faster rate than rural communities, wherc
wages on the averaze are less than in those town distriets, if
England itself grows in population at a greater rate than
seotland, and grows while Ireland loses, wages in England
being higher than in Seotland or Treland, then it is ex-
ceedingly probable that the percentage increase of wages
in Manchester and neighibourhood in fifty years is less and
not wore than the average of the whole of the United
Kingdon.

sefore passing from these Manchester figures, it is interest-
ing to notice, T think, that as resards Imilders” wages, where
Mr. Montgomery Iappens to refer te the same items as are
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referred to i the short table contained i my tormer address,
the figures used hy Mr. Monteomery and myselt are very
much the same, though drawn from different sources.  Thus
he gives brieklayers’ wases in Manchester fifty years awo
as 23s. and at the present time 30x, the corresponding figures
iy paper heing 24s. and 365, Joiners e quotes as 24«
and 30s., the figures in my paper for carpenters being 245, and
Sds. Masons he gives as 275 and 32s, the figures in my
paper being 27« and 295, 104, In these particnlar eascs,
therefore, the details given Ly Mr. Montgomery, while agree-
ing very nearly with mine, exhibit on the whele a somewhat
larger advance.  So far as these ficures go, therefore, we
may infer that the data in the miscellaneous statistics are
trustworthy, and above all do not exaggerate the improve-
ment in workmen’s money waves whicl has ocenrrad.

The next set of figures to which I propose to make a brief
reference are those which Mr. Leone Levi published about a
year ago. You will recollect that in wmy former paper 1
referred to the destrabilisy of a continnation of the work
which onr collengue accomplished in 1867, and T may con-
gratulate him therefore on lis having heen alle to do so.
We have now accordingly for two dates, 1867 and the
present time, a statement of the average enrnings of the
working classes of the community, made up so as to show
the azoregate earnings of caelr elass and of all workmen
together, and so as to show, therelore, an average per head.
The period covered s of course tuo short to enter into the
present comparison, but so far as the figures co they are
confirmatory of the gencral conclusion.  Iu the seventeen
years I867-84 Trofessor Levi finds that the agerecate earn-
ings of the working classes liave risen from 413 milliou to
520 million pounds, or rearly 25 per cenl., the inerease of
the numbers beirg only 11 per cent.; amd the average

1L I
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increase per head is from £38 to £42 14s, or rather mere
than 11 per cent.

Allowing that probably since 1873 there has heen little
increase in the money wages of working men, but i some
eases there has been a decrease, so that the tmprovement
since 1867 only includes altogether a short period in which
improvement could take place, the fact that there is never-
theless an improvement of 11 per cent. all round, uot
counting the shortening of the hours of labour, is con-
firmatory as far as it goes of an enormously greater improve-
ment in the whole period from fifty years ago to the present
time. Dart of my former case was that although the cases
were comparatively few in number in which the miscel-
laneous statistics cnabled uws to go baek fifty years, yet in
detail shorter periods could he compared more fully, and in
each shorter period a considerable increase was to be traced.
T should have expected beforehand, even in the period men-
tioned by him, rather a larger incrense than Professor Levi
hrings out, Lut the increase in the short peried hie mentions
is certainly quite sufficient to confirm the former statement
as to the effeet of the wages returns in the miscellaneous
statistics.

It only remains to notice briefly what the improvement in
wages abroad has been in a corresponding period. The fact
of such an improvement would of course tend to confirm the
evidence of improvement at home, showing it to be in no
way an isolated fact, but part of a wider improvement.
This question, however, was dealt with so ably by Mr. Jeans
in the paper he read in December, 1884, that I need only
slance at it. I desire maiuly to refer those of you who are
interested in this matter to two works which have recently
appearcd, giving a great deal of information on this head.
The first of these works is that of M. Yves Guyot, ‘ Principles
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of Social Eeonomy,” of which there s now an English transla-
tion (London: W. Swun, Sounenscheln, aud Co). 1 extract
from this werk, and place in the Appendix {see Appendix €3,
two tables as to workmen’s and workwomen's wages in
France varly in the centiy, and at the present time, showing
that in the ease of workmen in the boilding trades Uhe rise
s in many eases from 69 to 103 per cent, and in otlers
from 11 to 75 per cent., with the one exception of an increase
of 20 per cent. only; while in the cise of the workwomen
the increase is over TOU per cent. in seven out of nine cases
given, and on the average is 94 per eent. These fizures mlly
confirm the official French figures given by JMr. Jeans,
showing an average improvement all over France betwecn
1853 amd the present time.  Similarly AL Yves Guyot wives
variens ficures showing progress in Gernany, principally in
Alsace. T have extracted two of these taliles in the Appendix
the first, showing rates of increase at Mullhonse ranging
hetween 60 and 256 per eent. sinee 1855, being particularly
striking.  The seeond hook T refer to is that of Alr, Lowthian
ll, on “The Manufacture of Iron and Steel” (London :
George loutledge and Sons), in whicl, while comparing
English and foreign wages at the present time, he states
incidentally not a few facts as to the increase of foreien
wages.  The cases of inerease are not umiform, Mr. Bell as «
rule not coing back much hefore 1860, hut there is evidence
of a consideralile increase since that thme. For instanece, in
an establishiment on the Ilhine, consisting of blast furnaces,
foundry, and engincering shops, the average yearly earnings
of the whole cstablishment per man were £51 Tx in 1860,
and in 1878, £40 12 per man, having been in 1875 as high
as £52 10s. per man. 1 must refer you, however, to the
hook itself; it would be unfair to quote at any greater
length.
2r?2
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Both the gentlemen I am qunting note that the inerease in
wages which has taken place is very largely in the Tower
kinds of labour, or in districts where wages were previously
tow, M. Yves Guynt dwells particularly on the fact of the
improvement in women’s wages. Such facts are of renl
importance in the question, and go far to confirm what T
have already urged as to attaching speeinl weight to the
cases of o maximum increase of wages, If the wages of
labourers at the lwttomn of the seale have increased at a
ereater rate than others, this would imply a very laree
aggremate improvement indeed, o1 account of the great mass
of the labourers at the hottom of the scale.

Summing up this part of the argnment to-night, what T
have to urge is that not only is an inercase of money wages
in the last fifty years clearly asecertained, as well as the
probability that this inerease canuot be less in almost any
case than 50 per cent.; hut it iz also evident that the in-
erease in very many cases 1s at a muech higher rate, while it is
antecedently probable that the inerease of the higher rates,
where it is possible to compare wages with the same work,
indicates more closely the general average increase than does
the increase at the lower rates. Then we find that the
changes in the compesition of the mass of the people, consist-
ing in an increase of artisan and skilled labour in enormous
proportion, while the proportion of rude and unskilled labour
Las enormously declined, are such as to hnply a greater
average jmprovement in the whole mass thau if we merely
compared one specific employment with another. We find
also that at different intervals during the fifty years improve-
ments have ocenrred corroborating the inference of a great
improvement which is drawn from a review of the whole
period.  Finally, there is an improvement abroad which
quite corresponds to the improvement at home. That the
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degree of mmprovement in money wages in the last fifty
vears is acvordingly very consideralle, not far shore of 1)
per cent., ad probably exceeding that figure, it we compare
strictly the whole mass with the whole mass, appears Lo he
in this way fairly establishal.

It follows conseyuently that if prices Lave not visen as
compared with what they were fifty vears aco, but have
rather declined, as [ believe them to have ilone, the only
exeeptions being rent and “ meat,” which 1 dealt with in my
former paper, then the vast improvement which [ deseribed
i the condition of the working classes has wndoubtedly
ocewrred.  They liave at least had the means, whether they
have used them wisely or net.  Ou this head, I inay rensark,
there is also practically no yuestion raised, the vnly challenge
1 know of betng that of Mr, Hutchinson alrewly referred 1,
AMr. Hutclunson ndeed gives a list of prices from the file of
the ‘Leeds Mercury " in 18305 and 1884, of o very carions
deseription ; but the list does not inelade clothing, while as
to flour he admits himself that the averave facts fifty years
awo and at the present time do not corresporud to the indiea-
tion of the table.  He might have said the same of potatoes
aid one v two other articles, including haeon, which has un-
doubtedly not msen in price on the average, amd comparing
period with period, as he vepresents it,  The fuets remain
undisputed that as regards bread stufls, clothing, tropical
prodnce, and miscellaneous articles of every sort, prices
range lower at present than they did fifty years ago. fler
contre there has heen an mlvanee tn meat, exeept trieon; bt
with this exception mainly, the chaiges of prices in the last
fifty vears have benefited the workman. A soverelgn goes
farther than it did,  As to meat, I shall have somethinge to
say later on as to its not concerning the workman fifty years
azn as it has sinee done, the rise in price being n fact due to
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the increased consumption of meat Ly the masses. DBut
allowing for the fall in other articles, it may well be doubted
wliether the advance in meat, admitting it te have been an
article of general consumption fifty years ago, is not fully
com]pensated.

1If THE POSITION FIFTY YEARS AGO.

To bring out more fully the degree of limprovement which
has occurred, T have thought it mizht be wseful to make
various extraets from the literature and Blue-looks of fifty
years ago, showing how workmen lived, and how differently
the condition of the working clusses was then spoken of
from what would now Le the languave used.

I may refer first of all generally to Carlyle’s “Sartor
Iiesartus,” and ‘Tast and DPresent, as containing in an
extreme form the pessimistic view of the condition of
England question,  Carlyle's theme constantly was that
thousands and millions were starving and  permanently
under-fed, in fact in the most hopeless eondition, Thus in
‘Past and Dresenut,” p. 234, he speaks of “ two millien shirt-
less or ill-shirted workmen sitting enchanted in workimen’s
bastilles, and five million wore (according to some) in
Ugaline hunger eellars.”  Sowe of yuu also may perhaps
remember the deseription in © Sartor Resartus’ of “ potatoes
and point” as the diet of the Irish peasaut.  Carlyle con-
stantly spoke of the sitmation as so terrible and hopeless,
that ¢ven the abolition of the insane Corn Laws would only
give from ten to twenty years of new possibility.

Similarly there are some curions passages in Mr. Disraeli’s
“Sybil? 1 shall give only oue or two extracts.  The first is
a deseription of the workman’s home: the point here being
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that the lhiome spoken of is that of the ondinary  british
peasant, and not merely of the *“outcast,” of whom we have
heard so much lately —

“To that homo, over which malaria hovered, and round whose
shivering hearth wero elustered other guests besides tho exhansted
family of toil, Fever, in every form, pale Consmmption, cxhausting
synochus, and trembling Ague, returned, after enltivating the broad
ficlds of merry Fogland, the Lold DBritish peasant, returned 1o
cucounter the worst of disecases, with o frame tho least (qualified to
oppose them; a frame that, subdued by toil, was never sustainod by
animal food ; drenchied by tho tewpost, could not change its «Iripping
mgs; and was indebted for its scanty fuel to the windfull of the
woods."—* Sybil, p. 49,

Then we have a dialogue like the following, ou the rate of
wages :—

“¢ And what is the rato of wages in your part of the world, lLorl
Marney ? 7 inquired Mr. St. Lys, who was standing by,

“0Oh, good enough; not liko your manufacturing distriets: but
people who work iu the open air instead of a furpaec, can’t expoct and
don’t require such. They get their 8s. a-week, at least generally.

“¢Fight shillings a-week,” said Mr, St. Lys.  “Cuan o lalouring mau
with o family perhaps of eight children live on 8s. a-week 2

¢4 0h, as for that, said Lord Maruey, ‘they got more than that,
heecauso thero is beer moncy allowed, at least to a great extent
among us, though I for one de not approve of the practico, and
that makes nearly 1s. per week additional, and then some of them
have potato grounds, though I am entirely opposed to that system.”

“ And vet, said BMr. St. Lys, * how they eontrive to live is to me
marvellous.”

“< ()1, as for that,’ said Lord Marney, ‘' T have geueraltly found the
higher the wages the worse the workman,  They ouly spewd the
woney in the beer shops. 2%ey aro the enrso of this country.'"—1. 95,

Then we have pictures lke that of 600,000 handloom
weavers ruined by machinery, and earning wages of 1. per
hour, and a discussion on the inereasc of pupnlation, which 1
venture to quote :—

«4T speak of the annual arvival of more than 300,000 strangers in

this island. Iow will you feed them? How will you clothe then?
How will you houso them? They have given up butchers’ meat



140 FURTHER XNOTES ON TIE PROGRESS

must they give up bread ?  And as for raiment and shelter, the rag
of the kingdom arc exhausted, and your sinks aud cellars already
swarm like rablit warrens.

“’Tis an awful consideration,” said Egremont, musing.

“¢ Awful,) said Gerard, ‘it is the most solemn thing sinee the
Deluge. What kingdom can stand against it? Why, go to your
history—you're a scholar, and gee the fall of the great Roman
Empire—what was that? Every now and then there came iwo or
three hundred thousand stravngers ont of the forests, and erossed the
mountains and rivers. They come to us every year, aml in
greater numbers.  What are yonr invasions of the barbarous nations,
your Goths and Visigoths, your Lombards and Huns to onr population
returns.” "—P. 120.

Even more striking to me, however, because having a ring
of most intimate acquaintanceship with the people described,
are the descriptions in “Mary Barton.” T conld hardly
imagine any of the artisans in the cotton trade at the present
titne using the following Janguage which the authoress puts
into the mouth of Barton :—

“If T am ont of "work for wecks in the bad times, and winter
comes, with black frost, and keen cast wind, and there is no coat
for the grate, and no clothes for the bed, and the thin lLones are
seen through the ragged clothes, does the rich man share his plenty
with me as he ought to do, if his religion wasn’t & hnmbug 2’ "—P. (.

Both as to the description of probalilities of distress and
the disposition of the richer classes the picture would now he
untrue, Then we have such a description as that of the
Oldham weaver :—

“0i'm a poor cotton-weyver, as mony a one knoowas,
Oi've nowt for t’ yeat, an’ oi've worn cawt iy clooas,
Yo'ad hardly gi’ tuppence for aw as oi've an,

My clogs are hoth brosten, an’ stuckings oi've none,
Yo'd think it wur hard,

To be bronght into th® warld,
To be— elemmmed,” * an’ {10 tly’ hest as yo eon.” t

* « Clem,” to starve \\1th hungcr «“ Hud is the choiee, when the
valiant must eat their arms or Aem.”—DBEx Joxsox.

t “Mary Barton,’ cheap edition, . Q6.
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T do not propose, however, to weary you with extracts
What T am anxious (o impress is that these are descriptions
Lutended to apply to Turge masses of workonen i the feading
industries of the country, with whoin bad tinees were fmiliar,
and whe i the best of times never attained the prosperity of
our present artisan elasses,

Ifwe tom to the Bloe-hbooks, we find ample facts tellite
their own taly, aud b give on o442 a0 list of such Blue-books
which 1 have locked inte, and whiclh T would eommend to
the perusal of those who are inclined to dispute that the
condition of the workman of {his country fifty years amn was
su difterent from what it is now, that when we read it we
appear to e reading of o difterent world. 1 may refer them,
moreover, to a book written forty yeurs ago hy Me W, T,
Thornton, whese name wany will recogiise as that of & very
able cconomist, and whose abilities I have admired, thonelh
on many points I have differed from him,  1lis subject is
“Over Population and its Remedy,” and the second amd third
chapters of this book arve practically a sunnnary of the Blue-
haoks referred to. After speaking of the agricultural labeurers
of Lincolushire and Jiutland, soud of Cumberland and West-
moreland as forming the happicst purtion of the English
peasautry, although “ such labourers as are entively dependent
on wages, althougl they nimy be secure front want, can
searcely Lie saild to know anything of comfort,”® Mr. Thorn-
ton gous on Lo describe the mass of agricultural Inbourers in
very difterent terms.  This iz his deseription of the Dorset-
shire Tabourer :—

“In geoeral a ficld labonrer cannot one weel with another caru
wore than 8e AT woman may earn 64, 84, or 1s a day, aceording

to tlic season, but the cimployment of women in agrienlture is not
continuons, and it is supposcd that the carnings of a cottager's wife

* ¢ Over Population and its Remedy,” p. 190,
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throughout the year do not mueh excced S0+ A man and liis wifi-
may therefore earn 95 0 woeek, or 023 Se a year, 1o provide for three
and a quarler persons on an average,  Filty shillings go for rent, 50s.
for fucl, 30s. more for seap awl candies, and €3 for clothes, leaving
£12 18s. & year, or about 84/, a day to Iy foud for the family, that 18
to say, a fraction more than 244 a liead Jdaily. Taking the average
prive of such Lread as is used by 1ho peasantry in the West of Englaned
to bo lv.ilo gallon Joaf of 8 1bs. 1E oz, and that of potatoes to be
1s, 94, per bushel of 53 1hs., 234, will purehase alout 29 oz, of hread, or
10 s, of potatoes.  In Ireland, where 1he character of the potato may
b presumed to be Lest understood, 5 1bs. are considered no nwre than
a sufticieni meal for a labouring mar; hut it appears that two of such
nieals a day aro as mueh as the Dorgetshire labonrer can ventare to
indulge tn. It must bo horne in niind that these ealenlations are not
intended to represent the actual eondition of the Norsetshive labonrer,
bt rather to show what il would be if every able-hudied man haid to
niintain an equal propartion of the helpless members of the coum-
munity. Most of the aged and orplian poor are maintained by the
parish, but it must not on that account Le supposud that the averaze
numiber of persons for whom an agrienltural lnbonrer has to provile
is luss than one and a quarter, or that person’s share of the daily &/
wortll of food is proportionally greater.  Marringes take plaee both
much more frequently and mucl carlior among labonrers than wmony
people of higher rauk, and their fmwuilics are consequently larger than
the averago. Certainly the real condition of the Dorsetshire peasaniry
is very little, if at all, superior to tho deseription given ahove.  Iir sul
and potatoes 'do really form tho staple of their food.  As for meat,
most of them would not know its iaste, if onee or twice in the conrse
of their lives—on the squive’s Laving a son and lieir born {o hin, oron
the young gentleman's coming of age—they wero not regaled with @
dinner of what the newspapers call “ old English fare  Sume of e
contrive to have a little bacon in the proportion, it scets, of half a
pound a week to a dozen persons, hut they more eonunonly use fat to
give tho potatoes a relisly, and as one of them fold Mr. Austin, they
dou't eheays go * without cheese,” ”'*

Tu Wiltshire aud Somersetshive Alr. Thornton goes o1 Lo
say that matters are still worse with the labourer, whese
fuod is brend and potatoes, as in Dorsetshire, but with a
laruer proportion of potatoes and a suadler of bread. Wiges

i Somersetshire, Lie states, are sometimes as low as s a

* * Over Population and its Remedy,' pp. 20-22
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week, with an allowanee of eyder, estimated te Le worth
1s.3d. a week. The range of the labourer’s condition through-
ont England wus between this low extreme and the condition
ot things in Lincolnshire already referred to. As regards
Norfolk and Suftfolk, where the condition was supposed to be
above the average, he states, referring to a recent period of
low prices of agricultural produce and distress: “Even when
cuployment was abundaut, and while wazes remained at the
old rate of 10s a week, the peasantry of these two counties
scidom tasted anything better than dry bread: so that when
cmployment was ouly to be had every other day, and the rate
of wages fell te 7s. or 8~ a week, their situation became
truly deplorable.”  We are justified then in deseribing the
general condition of the agricultural labourer in England as
deplorable fu the extreme, his average wages being only 10s.
a week even iu good times, and many being far below that
average; while the happier but smaller portion in Linceln-
shire and the northern counties of Fneland had little more
than a sufficiency of plain food, and no snrplus,

So mueh for agrieultural labour in England.  As regards
the Welsh labourers, My, Thornton states (—

“The Rebecea riots that took place in South Wales, in the summer
of 1543, drew a large share of public attention to the state of the in-
liabitants of that quarter, where the peasantry scem to be worso off
than in the worst parts of England. Seven sbhillings a week—1ihe
winimum of English agricultural wages—are there the maximum, and
are obtained only by labourers in tlie cinploynrent of landowners and
gentlemen farmers.  Male labourers commonly have their cottages
rent free,  Most of the farms, liowever, are small, not extending be-
youd 160 acres, and the poorer farmers pay their men only 8d., 97,
ur at most 1s., a day, or Gd. or 84. o day with food, if, as is often the
case, the men board with their masters. Coarse barley bread,
flurnmery, and pofatoes, are almost their sale foad, and many of the

simall farmers themselves Lave little else except milk, cheese and
bacon. They seldom taste any other animal food.”*

* *Over Pepulation end its Remedy,’ pp. 26 and 27.
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It mnst always e remembered that in these diseussions
we are not speaking of Englaud merely, Imt of the whole
United Kingdom, which must all he tuken into e, even
if we were dealing with Tuglaml only, hecause the Enclisl,
labour market has itself been lareely reeruited in the last
fifty years from other parts of the United Kingdom.  Of conrso-
the labourers in Scotland and Trelund were not to he eom-
pared with those of England fifty years ago, poor as the Intter
were. As rezards Scotland, Mr, Thornton's statement, . 41,
is explicit, that the diet of the agricultural labourers, whether
in the bothy or the firm house, consists principally of meal,
potatoes, fish, milk, cheese, and butter, Imt they  are
occasionally treated with Dutchers meat. Tlhis statement,
as far as a certain part of the Lowlands is concerned, 1 can
fully confirm from my own personal reeollection.  And
beyond food there were no Inrge pavments) in money.  The
condition of things was not intolerable, the plain living
betng accompanicd by a cowd deal of enlture and hivh
thinking, but in material resources the Seoteh peasant was
certainly not hetter than the averace agericultural labourer in
England,  In Scotland, however, there was a lower deep, the
misery in the Highlands, and cspecially in the West
Highlands and  islauds, being pitiable in the extreme,
thonsands upon thousands heing wndoubtedly in a state of
seini-starvation,

As regards Ireland, T need not harvow you with details of
the melancholy condition of things even lelore the potago
fumine, In Ulster the foed of the peasantry, where the
wages were abont 1s a day, Js deseribed as consisting of
meal, potatoes, and milk; in the southern distriets of
potatoes and milk withont menl, the money wages being 84,
a day; and in the western districts, of the potato alone,
without meal, il in most eases without milk, the money
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wages on the average beiny not more than Gd. per day. The
want of employment of any kind at any wage, the semi-
starvation, the want of clothing and shelter accompanying
this state of things, need not he described in detail. T may
refer you to the book itself* What I am anxious to Lring
out now is that the deseriptions apply te one-third of the
labouring pepulation of the United Kingdom of fifty years
ago.  Whatever may De the state of things in Ireland now—
and they have certainly hnproved to an enormons extent in
the last half century—my present point is that in the
population of the United Kingdem in the course of fifty
years English and Seoteh artisans have been largely sul-
stituted for the semni-starved or wholly-starved peasantry of
Ireland, and many of the descendants of these Irish peasants
ave in fact to be found in our KEnglish and Scotch manu-
facturing towns.

The labruring population of the towns of the United
Kingdom, with the exception of artisans, in good times
were only a few degrees better off than their agrieultural
neighhours.

I some conspicucns ecases, particnlarly that of hand-loom
weavers, there was great distress. One cendition of the
manufaeturing  papulation, moreover, was, that of great
fiuctuation.

“ A ghort time back,” says Mr, Thornton, “ the greater part of {lis
vast multitude [400,000 male adults = abont 2 millions] seemed to
be sunk in the lowest depth of misery. Thousands were wholly un-
able to procure employment, and might be seen standing in eonstrained
idleness about the streets, or might be found in their diswmal lLiouses
Lending over a scanty fire, their heads sunk on their breasts, and sur-

rounded by pale cmaciated beings, imploring them for food which
they knew not where to seek.”t

* *Over Population and its Remedy,” chap. iii,
T Tlid., p. 31.
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No donbt there have heen deseriptions in {he Tast yeur or
twa of a certain part of the shiphnilding operatives as sufter-
ing ina stmilar manner; but what [ wish to draw attention o
ix, that Mr. Thornten's description applivs to the greater part
of the whole manufacturing population of Enclawd; the
comdition of the agrieultural labonrers in Faglamd, Seotlad,
and  Treland, then the mass of the popmlation, heing whit
hias alveady been deseriled.

It would be weartsome to multiply details, but depression
m trade was =o different fifty years ago from what it is now,
that I may be permitted a few farther extraetz. Stockport
1= specially mentioned, the eor Law Commissioners having
sent assistant commuizgioners to inquire into the state of
things there. Among many other facts the assistant com-
missioners stute:

“0f15,823 individuals, inhabiting 2,965 houses, lately visited under
the direction of a commniittee appointed for the purpose, 1,201 only
were found to be flly cmplayed, 2,866 partially employed, and 4,145
able 1o work werr wholly without ciployment.  The rewaining 7,605
persons were muable to work.  The average weekly incomo of the alove
15,823 persons was 1s. L34, each. The average weekly wages of thosc
fully employed was Ts. Gid. cach.  The average weekly wages of those
partially employed 4s. T3/, each."™

Mr. Thornton goes oun to add :(—

“The distress of which there are sueh convineing proofs was
aggravated at Stoclport Ly local eauses, but it existed fn a degree
very little inferior in most other mamufacturing towns. Tt was
particularly  severe throughout Laueashire amd those parts of
Yorkshire in which the cotton manufacture has its principal seat. In
AManchestor there were said {o be 9,000 fawilies carning on an average
only 1s. 2 week. In Bolton out of fifty mills, which had firmerly
vployed 8,124 workmen, thirty mills with 5,061 workpeople were
standing idle or working only short fime. The weekly carnings of
the bed-quilt and counterpane weavers were reduced to less than one

* Over Population: and its Remedy,” p. 37,
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half of their amount in 1838, Those of the hand-loom weavers,
though long before depressed, had fallen again, from G« to s, Tid.
The destitution of the operatives and the embarrassments of their
etnployers were shared more largely by the tradesmen and handi-
craftsmen whose customers they had been.  In Bolton a diminution of
£3,631 took place in the weekly amonnt of wages paid in twelve trades.
Out of 150 carpenters, formerly carming 23s. a week each, only 25
remained in full work, and 15 in half work, and the number of masons
was reduced from 140, earning 34s, a week, to 50, earning 10s. G/,
Very similar and not tuuch more moderate were the sufferings of the
clothworkers of Yorkshire and Wiltshire, of the silk weavers of
Spitalfields and Maeclesfiekl, the lacemakers of Nettinghamshire, the
fitters of Staffordshire, and the hardware makers of the same county,
of Warwickshire, and Shefiield. In the last mentioned town, where
in 183G there was not a single able-bodied man out of employment,
there were, in 1842, 1,000 families supported by contributions from the
trades to which they belunged, at the rate of 1s. 3d. weekly for cach
person, and hundreds more were in the receipt of parish relief. In
Leeds 4,025 families, being one-fiftlh of the whole population, were
dependent on the poor’s rates. But it is ncedless to multiply
examples, for no one ean have forgotten the formidable riots that took
place in the midland counties im the summer of 18{2, and which
sufficiently attested the desperate condition to which the operatives
were reduced.  Almost everywhere and in almest every manufacture
the complaint of the workman was the same, of the difficulty of
obtaining employment, and of the utter impossibility of earning a
competent livelihood,”*

As regards Seotch operatives specially, Mr. Thornton also
writes - —

“Manufacturing operatives are in pretty munch the same position in
hoth countries. Those of Seotland shared cven more largely than
their sonthern brethren in the distress of 181012, when Taisley in

particular exhibited scenes of woe far surpassing anything that has
been related of Bolton or Stockport.” t

The point of all this is that whatever may have been the
ordinary wages in good times of manufacturing operatives,
who constituted no doubt with the workmen 1 the bnilding

*  Over Population and its Nemedy,” pp. 76 and 79.
t Thid., pp. 37 and 38.
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trades the most comfortable part of the working population
of the United Kingdom, though after wll only a smiall part of
tht population, yet the liability to extreme fluctuation that
lias been deseribed has to be taken into account in comparing
cven such o population with a similar population at the
present time,  The complete ar almest complete suspension
of the ordinary wages for long intervals not only reduces the
average wage, but shows a generul condition of things which
malkes it hupessible te compare at all the operative and
superior workman of fifty years ngo with similar clusses at
the present time, who have not for many years—in fact
nearly for thirty years—been subject to any such general
suspension of wages,  The propurtion of such operatives and
superior workmen to the whole mass was much smaller fifty
years ago than it now is, bt eveu the smaller mass then was
subject to an cxtreme of dluetuation of which the present
veneration has no conception,

IV.—THE WORKNING (LASS CONSUMNPTION OF
MEAT FIFTY YEARS AGO. '

Arren the descriptions just quoted of the general condition
of the masses fifty years ago, in which the question of their
conswiiption of eat s referred to among othier points, it
ny seemn unnecessary to refer more at length to this ques-
tion. It is enly too plain that the masses of Irish peasants,
and of KEnglish and Scotch ayricultural labourers, as well as
labourers in towns, who eonstituted a fur larger proportion of
the population of the country than the same classes do now,
had most of them hardly any meat, very many none at all,
in their diet, while the “oveasional " weat some of them

1L, 2
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had was seldom anything else than bacon. At the same
time, the Dbetter classes of workmen, the aristoeracy of the
Tabonrers, who were smualler in proportion to the pepulation
than the same classes are now, were liable to fluctuations of
ciployment, during which the great majority had to endnre
very short commons indeed.  The point of meat cousnmption
i, however, so important as o test of condition, that at the
risk of being tedious T propose to adid a few more observations,
in order specially to deal with a challenge given to my
remarks on this head by Mr. Hutchinson in the article
already referred o, Mr. Hutehinson’s challenge enaliles me
to illustrate in a striking manner the difficulty of using
statistics properly, aud the especial danger of using figures
without thinking of the facts hehind them,

The statement I made in my former paper which Mr
Hutchinson challenged was as follows :—

« Tt mpy be stated broadly that while sugar and such articles have
deelined largely in price [in fifty years], and while clothing is also
cheaper, the only article interesting the workman wuch which has
increased in price is meat, the increase here heing considerable.  The
<only ’ it may be supposed coversa great deal.  The truth is, however,
that meat fifty years ago was not an article of the workman’s diet as
it has sinee become. e had little more eoncern with its price than
with the price of diamonds. The kind of meat which was mainly
accoseible to the workman fifiv vears ago, viz., bacon, has not, it will
be scen, inercased sensibly in price.”

And Mr. Hutehinson's mode of ehallenging this statement
was, first, to omit altogether the last sentence, which admitted
that there was one kind of meat consumption in which the
workmau was interested itty years ago—not a very candid
praceeding, on which, however, 1 make no farther coimnent,
my only ohject being to make quite elear what I did say —
and next to refiee me, as he supposed, by making the
following reference to orter’s < Progress of the Nation :'—
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“In answer fo thix asiouwmling stelement,” says Mr. Hntehinson,
“T ecull the following from Mr. Porter’s “Progress of the Nation,
section 1, pp. 122 and 123, edition 1836 - —

£ 5 o],
Average enrnings of labouring men, compiled
from answers toqueries from 856 parishos in} 97 17 10
Enogland.  Men only . . .
Ditto from 068 parishes, with wages of wile aud
children . . . . . B 10
Amnual average income of family S S

To the farther question, < could gneh a family snbsist on the apgrogate
carnings of the father, mother, and chiklren, and it %0, 011 what fowl 2°
answors were received from 899 purishes to this effeet ~—

Number of parishes . . . . .8
Ne (simply) . . . . . .7l
Yes( ,, )} . . . . . .21
Darely, or without meat . . . .12
With weat | . . . . . .Ul

which gives an average of over 50 per ecnt. of the labouring clags—
thatis, the poorest paid elass of Tabour—who had wmeat as ; portion of
their yegular dict. If we take into acecount the large nmnber of
artisan families, dwellers in towns, Mr. Giffen’s extraordinary assertion
will not Te left with a leg fo stand on.

“If farther refutation of Mr. Giffen's glaring misstatements were
necessary, there are great numbers of men and women living who ean
supply data for a relizble history of the social condition of the people,
cven were there no written materials available for the pupose.”

Mr. Hutelnnson, aecarding to this, Telicves that over 50
per cent. of the English agrienltaral Inbourers had meat as o
regular portion of their diet fifty years ago, and not merely
pork or hacon, whick [had referred to us the kind of weat in
which workmen were almost exclusively interested, hut other
meat—the meat which has sinee visen in price. He appeals
pot only to atable in Porter’s © Progress of the Nation,' bt
to the recollections of Tiving men and women.  Ater the
passages 1 have already quoted, not merely recollections of
people still living but contemporary stutements by people

L PEERY ]
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like the late Lord Deaconsficld, Mrs. CGaskell, My Thornton
and others, I am sure everyone will agree that Mr. Hutchin-
son’s belief is itself astounding. Those who knew the
working classes best fifty years ago, and their condition
was inquired into frequently, were ecertainly under a
different impression, while the records of money wages
showed it to T impossible’ that they could- have meat
other than bacon as a regular part of their diet, while as to
bacon there was itself a doubt.

But what of Porter’s table which Mr. Hutchinson sumn-
marises 2 T believe that you will not be surprised to learn
that the table, Jike many other statistieal tables, reqnires a
little consideration, and perhaps no ene would have heen
more surprised than JMr. Porter to see the use which M,
Hutchinson makes of it. The table is given by Mr. Porter to
assist a comparison between the condition of English agrienl-
tural labonrers and similar lal:ourers in different continental
countries, and he makes hardly any comment on it. The
primary question submitted, however, to those who answered
it, was whether the carnings reeorded by way of answer to
the previous questions were sufficient to enable the average
labourer to live withont parish relief. The “how” was a
secondary question, not put so carefully, and to which it was
obvious correct answers were not so easily to he obtained.
The reply that thie labouwrer ecould live or could not live
without parish relief was definite enongh, as also the state-
ment that he conld live barely or without meat, this being
purcly a negative statement ; but the phrase “with meat ™ is
obviously not a very preeise one, and nothing more seems to
have been meant by it than that the labourers in ynestion
had or could have meat occasionally, a featnre of interest in
making comparisons with forcign labourers, who never had
meat at all, hut not the samne thing as a statement that
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“meat” was a regular constituent of the labourer's diet. Mr.,
Hutehinsow's uloss that hall' the poorest-jaid cliss ot Tibour
filty years ago ““had nreat as a portion of their regular diet,”
is entirely ansupported by anything in Porter, or by s due
consideration of what the plrase * with meat ” in the table
probably means,

I need not add that i deading with snch o table the valoe
of the Information eontained should be serutinised very care-
fully.  Mr. Porter dees not critivise the ficures, hut neither
does hie voueh for them, or lay mueh stress wpon their; aud
when we come to look into them, T think it may be said that
the average carnings arrived at by summarising the answers
to o previous guestion is not itsell a particalnly cood figure ;
wlile on such a question as how labonrers live, the answers are
still more difficult to sunmarise.  The sources of the infor-
utation are replics to questions in a drealar from the Poor
Law Board, by the clergyman or some local gentleman in
cach of nine mmdred parishes—about a filteenth part of the
total parishes in England-—who are asked to state what
average wages are, amd whether and how the lalwourers can
live on them?  Clearly in such veplies there s an unusual
opentng  fur the personal crror which the moest caretul
seientitic observations are exposed to.  In naking such an
average, even the best obscrvers wonld be linble to he swayed
by their own personal expericnce ; ene man would take for
a type the sober, thrifty labourer in regular vinployment,
perhaps a labourer who was really more or less skilled ;
another would take the very rwdest labourer ; very few would
or could take the trouble to muke a proper average, In
actual fact also many of the observers in e present case, as
they show by their answers, were ighly prejudiced, a corre-
spondent i one parish saying the poor can do very well an

are only tvo well oft, and a correspondent in o neighbouring
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parish saying they canuet live at all.  Apart from prejudice,.
the difficulty of defining what is meant by an average wage
i3 serions,  To liow wany non-statisticians wonld any of us
trust an ingquiry as to what an average is, and how carefully
we should serutinise the replies when we got them to see
what cach man meant?  But the replies thus obtained from a
small percentage of places only are added together and
divided by the number, so as to give the average carnings of’
agrienltural labourers in all Iingland, and so as to show how
they live, whether with meat or not. How differently each
man was likely to define in his own mind what the phrase
“with meat” meant

But we are not left to conjecture what random answers
were given in reply to the question how the average lahourer
lived. 1 extract from Porter, and put in the Appendix, the de-
tailed smmmary of the nngwers, county by county (Appen-
dix E.), and I have also added in several cages (Appendix F.)
the actual answers from which this smmmary is eompiled.
It is jmpossible to go a step withoot pereeiving that the
phirase “ with meat” is a very elastic expression. Thus to.
take Wiltshire, you will see from the table that cut of twenty-
four answers in that county,no less than twelve are put down
as being to the cffeet that labourers had meat. I eonfess that
after what 1 Lind read passisie of the condition of labourers in
Doarsetshire, Wiltshire, and Seomersetshire, 1 was somewhat
staggered by this, if the phrase “with meat” were to be
understood as meanming that the Wiltshire labourer had meat
as a regular portion of his dict, and wnoi merely hacon
“oceasionally,” but, as Mr. Iutchinson implics, other ment
than hacon.  The actual twenty-four auswers from Wiltshire
are, however, as follows, and the point is so serious that 1
nced wake no apnlogy, I trust, for ingerting them in the
fext i —
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WORKING CLASSES,

Nume of Place and of Respondent,

Alderbury Tarish wiud Sarum
ivision—
G. Ford, J.P.
st Andrew, Blunsdon—
JoJ. Calley.
J. Wild,
Box—
4, Pinchin, overscer.
North Bradley—
8. Bingor, assistant over-
seer.
Bureombe—
J. Nlogers, overseer,

Castle Coombe—
G. 12 Scrope.

[Answer also refurs generally
{o the Hundred and Ii-
viston of Chippenlam,]

Chilmark—

. Lear, rector.

Chippenham—
G. 8. Bradbury,assistant
OVEISCECT,
Compton Chamberlaine—
J. King, churchwarden
aud overseer,

Corsham—

W. Arnold, assistant
overscer awd  vestry
clerk on lebalf of
Beleet Vestry.

Corsley —

H. A. Tussel, church-

warden.
Downton—

@G, Matcliam.

J. Ticeves and J. L
Bailey, trustees  of
Stoclanan’s Charity.

Figherton Anger—
H. G. de Starck, curate.
W. Blake.

Fonthill Gifford—

J. still, jnn,, ofliciating
minister,

Answers,

Yes, Cannot say upon what fool, Would
be hnproved by rending a swall plol
of lund,

Yes; npon bread, potatoes and tew.

Generally speaking, tlicy conld not,

Yeg; principally upon potatoes.

Yes, certainly they coulld; comforiabily.

In the present times they might; o
zood wheaten Inead, Tmtter, cheese,
bacon, awl potatoes; moest of them
having gronud.

Conld barely subsist on these earnings.
tshould the husband drink, or be
below the average of labourers, the
feod would he potatoes alone, with
little or no hread.

Yes; on the produee of the garden and
pig-meat, and the corn affurded them
af i reducad price,

Yes; food—bread, bacon, chivese, aml
potatoes.

Do not think they conld.

Yes; clicfly on bread and vegetables.

Yes: hut almost wholly ot vegetables,
with bread oceasioually.

Yes; on hread amd patatoes, with the
addition of bacon about onece i
weelk.

They would get novelief from the parish,
but do not kuow how they manage.

They ight live well on Dacon, Tresd,
and potataes,

A labourer ean with ditiiealty supply
his tamily with Juod, consisting of
potatees wid breacl.
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Name of Place and of Respondent.

Answers,

West Grimstead, Pitton,and
Farley—
G. F, Watkins, curate of
Grimstead and Farley.
Heytesbury, C. A. A’ Court,

Heddington—
J. T. Du Boulay, rector.

Distriet of Hungerford and
Ramsbury—
E.W.L. Popham, Lieut.-
General.
Liddington—
H. Reeves.
Moukton Farleigh—
J. Long.
Norton Bavant—
J. M. Sidford, overscer.
Pitton and TFarley, united
parishes—
C. F. Watkins, curate of
Farley.
Tiodborne Tything (Malmes-
bury parish)—
R. Pollen.
Whiteparish—-
G, Lawrence, 1.1, and
one of the Select
Vestry.

Bread, potatoes, and other vegetables,
and tea form their principal food
with a small gquountity of butter,
cheese, and bacon.

The families can and do subsist on these
earnings. They have usually tea in
the morning, potatoes and salt with
a few greens in the middle of the day,
with the addition of bread, and oc-
casionatly a small picee of bacon in
the middle of the dish of potatoes at
the evening meal.

Several fanilies in this case have sub-
sisted without parish relief on Lread,
potatoes, a little hacon, and fea.

The family conld snbsist on bread, meat,
and vegetables, with wholesome beer,
if the malt could be procured free of
duty.

Yes.

There is no want in this parish.
I consider they can live.

They might on bread, butter, cheese,
tea, vegetables, and occasionally a bit
of bacon.

They subsist a good deal on potafoes,
and could live decently on these
carnings. They kill a pig onee n year.

A fawmily can subsist on the earnings;
the fooit—tea, bread, buticr, cheese,
aud bacon; the latter, supposing a
pig is kept, which is generally the
case.  Fresh meat is scarcely ever
bought by the labourers.

It will be observed from

this, that in only one of all the

answers is meat c¢ nomine spoken of ; in all the others, where

any sort of meat is spoken of, the word i1s bacon or pig-meat.

Usually too the bacon is spoken of as only occasional.  The
curate of West Grimstead, for instance, speaks of a small

quantity of butter, cheese, and bacon entering intothe diet of
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the labourers, aud Mr 0 AL ACowrt, LT, of Tlevieshury,
spuaks of “occasionally a small pivec of Baeon i the nudd]e
af the dish of potatoes at the evening weal.”” M Lawreinee,
Jo P, Whiteparish, says expressty, after referring to lien,
that “fresh meat is leadly ever bought by the lalonrers.”
We may thus see what the pliase “ witl meat ™ means, 1t
13 an oceasional bit of lacon only: this is what My
Hutchinson means hy meat forming a regalar portion of the
diet of thie poorest paid class of labome ity years ogo,

While printing o fll the answers from several other
counties in the Appendix, T may state that there are no doulit
differences of eounties, bacon being more regulaoly part of (e
kthourer's diet in the nortl: and east than in the south al
west, includine Wales, Dot Duteher weat or feesh ment -
not referred to specifically inmore than o fiw fnstances out
of the nine hundred as forming apart of the labonrer's diet,
ad in all eases it is spoken of as an oceasional lnxary. T
references to meat generally are more numeros, but the
inference of conrse Is that pork ar Tucon is meant, especialby
when the statements from neighbouring pavishes are compared,
(See Appendix F)  There can be no guestion that the
inswers altogether, which can cusily be tound in the Blue-
book, are very far indeed from supporting the statement that
90 per cent. of English ayrienltural Tabonrers fifty yeurs wan
had meat as o regular portion of their diet. At most, a meli
smaller pereentage lad Tacon, and nsually the laeon was
occasiomal unly.

Vi—AGUREGCATE INCONE AND ('L ASSIFPICATION
FIFTY YIEARS A€o AND NOIlY,
To illustrate the whole suliject farther, 1 propose way to

make a rengh comparison hetween the ineomes of the ditferent

classes of the people fifty vewr< aco sl at the present tiomwe
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which will not ouly show that working-class incomes on the
average have increased 100 per cent, or thereabouts, but in
what way the tmproveinent has arisen,  What has been said
already as to the non-agriculenral classes having increased
more than the agricultural, which liave in fact deelined, and
as to popudation in Great Britain having inereased while iu
Ireland it has diminished, has Lelped to give ns some ideas
on the subject; hut the problem may be attacked divectly, .
In my former paper T avoided any attempt of this sort,
Assuming o certain gress income at the present time, and
working backwards on the assumyption that the working-class
improvement liad been 100 per cent. in fifty years, T gave a
short table illustrative of my general iea as to what had
ocewrred in the fifty years; but [ attempted no comparison
between a period fifty years ago aud the present time, using
the data actually in existence fifty years aco and eomparing
them with present data,

In making such a comparison now I do not propose any
original work.  Such o work seems hardly neeessary,  Short
of a national census of incomes, the data for any statement
of agurcoate incomes must always be buperfect; while,
notwithstanding  necessary imperfections, T have always
found such estimates as those of Mr. Dudley Daxter and
Mr. Leone Levi, who have stwdied the sobjeet, and made a
goodl use of the materials they found, sufficient for any
praetical discussions.  What I propose now to do is rather
to point out how the fizures whicl others have compiled are
adupted to the present purpose, and how little eanse there
1s to doubt the broad conclnsions to be arrived at, althoush
the detail is in many respects imperfect.

To begin with the present time. M. Dudley Baxter, in Lis
estimate of the national income in 1867, wrived at the
general conclusion that there were 13,720,000 persons in
the United Kingdom, ont of about 30 millions with in-
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dependent incowes; of when 1162000 were assessed 1o
the income  tax; 147,000 helonwed 1o the mildle sowl
upper claszes, hut hedd ineomes of loss than £100 ¢ N
and 10961000 Leloneed to what he called the “manust-
Labour clas<” The total ineone of all these elusses e made
oul to be STE mitlion poonds, and the income of the nemual-
labearr elass only, which is Ly no nieans to be blentifiod or
cordounded with that of the working elasses n the ceonmnie
sense of the word, 325 million pounds.

Mr. Leone Levi ahout the same time, dealing with the
“working eclasses” only, with «a cluss that is corresponding
uearly to the “mwanual-Tibour ™ elass of Alr, Dudley Daoster,
dealt with mowbers that were much the smne, vie, 11
millions, and cuve thern an ineonne of 418 million pounds,
So faras T ean judae, the resule avrived av by A Leone Levi
is Detter justified than that of Mr adley Baxter, und (e
detail of the cealealation is at any tate set ont with weater
clearmess, The main dillerences are apparently to he ae-
conted for e two ways, apart frem the different averases
ol wages applicd to the sammber of wage-corners.™ (1)
Mr, Levi allows foor weeks 1dle time mr the year, wud
My, Dudley Baxter deduets inmost cases 20 per eent. {ron
the total of fifty-twoe weeks for out ol work, sick, amld
paupers ; and (23 Mo Dodley Baxter oanits from the reckon-
ing a certain munher of foremen el overloakers who are
heluded, as far as | oean puolue, o Ales Tevits ficures. The
two dilferences stated swounld account, 1 think, e more than
Tl the difference between Ay Dadley Baxter and Mo Levi,

The result 1= that i we take Mro Dudley Baxter’s figines
venerally, but =ubstitute Mo Levi's as regands the anannal -

* Some of these differcnees ave important enough, Tor instowee,
dealing with domestic servants, Mr Jeone Levi ealeulates that the
average wage is L83 per anum, and Mreo Pudbey Baxter pukes it
£52 10x for women wnd 235 tor pivls,
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labour class, we should get even a better estimate, I think,
for the aguregate income of the conntry twenty years ago
thun that 3y, Dudley Baxter cave. The total in round
figures might have been put at 900 instead of 800 millions.
1 yropose to start from abont this basis in stating a figure for
the aggregate income of the nation at the present thue in the
forin which JMr. Dudley Baxter adopted.

To Mr. Dudley Baxter's figures thus amended we have now
to add, first of all, one-fiftl for the inerease of population, and
next a certain proportivn for the average increase of earnings
per head. Dealing with his fignres in this way, and re-
arranging them so as to distinguish Great Britain and
Ireland, we get the Table on p. 461.

Cf gourse I ddo not put forward this fignre as anything very
exact.  What I should like to point out is that to a large
extent it is based on actual ficures, those of the income-tax
returns, while as regards the other figures the addition per
head to those which Mr. Dudley Baxter and M. Levi gave
nearly twenty years ago is, as a rule, ouly 10 per cent. The
average increase per head, according to My, Levi’s ealeulation,
s more than this, and T have not used lhis figure, simply
because I found Mr, Baxter's wrrangement more convenient
for the present purpose. I am qguite satisfied, looking at
wany details I have before e, that the average increase of
wages between 1867 and a date two orthree years ago cannot
have been less than 10 per cent.*

* In the table I made use of in my former paper, I assumed ithe
figure of 1200 millions as the income of the people of the United
Kingdom. T am satisfied, having looked more inio the details sinee,
that 1 could not have properly constructed a table like the present
with any less figure than 1270 millions, which is Mr, Levi’s figure. I
have a strong impression indead that a mueh larger figure might be
taken, the fignre of 445 millions as the ineome of the non-agricultural
mannal-labour class in Great Britain, giving an average per head very
little more than what is allowed for the agrigultural manual-labonr
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Ixconr of the United Kingdom in 1882, based on My, Dudley Baxter’s
Estimate in L1367 as amended above, with an wddition of alont
One-Fifth for Tnerease of Population, and alont Oue-Tenth 1o
the Income per Head of Classes not in Income Tax Roturns,
distinguishing also between Agrienltural and other Incomes.

lucome,
Fersuns, -
Agrieul- .‘-'uu-.-\;;rﬁ! .

tural, ‘ cultural ! Tutal,
I. Gueat Dnrrraiy. Mins, Mins, £ | Mlns, £ | Mlos, £
Fucome-tax icotnes . 1" 4 Ju 486 bYI

Upper and middle elasses be- oz 03 8 107

low income tax } 3 - + !

Manual-labour class . o 70 445 H15

183 1015 | 1,195

Total . Loy

i

1 InFrLAaxD.

Income-tax incomes . o1 10 16 2
Upper and middle classes ’rue-} o3 - ‘ 11
low income tax . . . 3 ! ' 4
Manual-labour elass . . 16 2} t3 a5
Total . . 2o | 37t I 33 74
Grand total . .| 166 220 | 1,050 | 1,270

The ¢uestion, then, is how to make up a corresponding tabl:
for a period fifty years ago. The task 1s not so diftienlt as it
seems, for one very good reason.  Fifty years ago the income
of the nation was in proportion much wore largely agricul-

class, The total nmnbers of the manual-labour elass, following My,
Dudley Baxter's calenlation, are 13,200,000, which is 1,000,000 mor-
than BMr. Levi gives, althongh both authorifies wero substantially
agreed for 1867. ‘Lhe figures are so large, that the difference in the
average ineome per head is not material.

* Only the net income from Schedule B. is here included, the differ-
ence betweon gross and net under Sehedule I3, being earried over to the
income of upper and middle elasses not inelnded in income-tax returns.,

1 T believe this figure should be really somewhat larger. Dut it
will be understood this Table does not pretemd to aceuracy of detail.
1 have simply followed the plan deseribed in the heading, so as to
obtain general figures good enough for the present discussion.
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tural than it 15 now, while the total income from agrienlture
1s ascertainable with more or less exactuess. It is in fact
possible, if we can arrive at a correct estimate of the agrienl-
tural income, to state, with the help of the income-tax retnrns
for 1843 for Great Dritain, and 1854 for Ireland, very nearly
three-fourths of the azsregate income of the conntry, making
an estimate only for the remaining fourth or thereabouts. I
have drawn up the following table .—

Ixncome oF THE Ux1TED KixepoM 1N 183540, BASED oN IxcoME-TAx
Rerunsxs wor 1843, BESTIMATE orF VALUE oF AGRICULTURAL
PRODTCOE, AXD LSTIMATES OF AGRICULTURAL WAGES, AND OTHER

Dara.
lncome.
Persons. i
Agricul- Nen-Agri-i .
tural. | cultural. | Total
1. GREAT BRrITAIN, Mlns, \Iilﬁ L1 Mlns, £ | Mlps, £
Income-tax incomes . 1'0 63 163 223
Upper and middle classes be- } o i 62 89
low income fax . . . = -
Manual labour classes . . 5°3 12 So 122
Total . | o7 125 307 432
11, IRELAND.
TIncome-tax incomes 0’1 12 19 a9
Upper and middle classes be} .. 9
low income tax . . . a3 8 4 12
Manual-labour class . 373 3t 15 49
Total . <] 39 51 29 83
Grand Total . SRy 179 336 515

Comparing this table with the similar table for the present
time on p. 461, it is evident at onee that the inferences
drawn fron the inerease of many different woney wages
throughent the country, and from the obvious changes in the
comnposition of the mass of population in #ifty ycars, as
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explained inomy former paper and in the eindicr ot of the
present paper, are fully confimed,  Aceording to this new
sl independent statenent, the ineome of the masal-labonr
clsses per head has incrensed on the average welr more

than 100 per cent.

‘:\'um]w]ﬁ. Inconie, [ licome
Cpeer heand,
' Mlns. | Mins, £ =z
Manuwal-labowr elass at present 1372 550 a1l
1 fifty years ago. 00 i 171 iy
t

This is even more than anything 1 ventired 1o estinade
before.

It s also evident how it 1s that the improvement i the
position of onr working ¢lasses is so creat as compared with
fifty years ago.  The c¢hanges I referred to in the earlier part
of this paper have olwivusly ocervred. While the population
of Treland fifty years ago was une-thivd of the total, it is now
ouly one-vighth or thercabouts. While the agrienltural
ineome fifty years ago wasg nearly two-lifths of the total, it is
now only one-sixth.  While the mannal-lahour elass hias
orown from 9 millions to T3 millions, or over 0 per cent, in
numbers, the Increase in Great Dritain is from D) to 11}
millions, or about dunble, and in Trelaud there s o decrense
from 3L to little over 1% milliou=. While the agrienltiral
income with munbers diminishing has Improved greatly,

the income from other sources has improved even more,

angl the whole inerease of population s sustained by it

The only doult about these figures, 1 think, will le
whether they fully represent the exteut of the change that
has taken place.  They only show an averaze improvement
of 70 per cent, in the money wages per head ol the no-agri-
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cultural classes i Great Dritain, comparing the average fifty
vears ago with tle average at the present time, but this
nnprovement implies that on the average labour in the
United Kingdom has improved over 100 per cent.; because
the noun-agricultural Iabour of Great Dritain, which was the
highest paid fifty vears ago, has iucreased to a dispropor-
tionate extent. It has increased enoruously in numbers,
while agricultural labourers in Great Dritain have rather
declined, and abour in Ireland, where wages were still lower
than in Great Britain, hins enormously diminished.

It will be wrged, perhaps, that what the working classes in
Great DBritain have to do with is their own condition, If
the non-agricultural classes are only 70 per cent. better off
In money wages, it will be urged that they have not so much
to boast of. For reasons already given I doubt if this per-
centage represents the whole improvement in the case of the
artisan classes, especially if we take into account the
reduction of hours, and such changes as have Leen made by
the abolition of the truck system and the like improvements ;
Lut admitting it to be the maxilmum improvement in their
case, it s really most essential to keep in mind that in a
culnparison such as that we are engaged upon, we are not
cowparing merely the artisan of the present day with the
artisan of fifty years ago, but to a large extent we are com-
paring classes who are non-artisans with the agricultural
labourers, whether in Great Britain or Ireland, from whom
they are really descended. If the descendant of an Ulster
peasant or farmer is now carning 23s. a week, or thereabouts,
while employed in the lowest form of skilled lahour in Great
Britain, we have to compare him not nierely with the similar
labourer fifty years ago who was earning 12s, to 13s. a week,
but with the stiil lower paid labourer of Irelaud, who was
caruing, at the outside, 8s per week,
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Astounding as it ey seene ot fivst, therelore, itis not
really so astouding to find that the position of the waae-
carner 1 the United Kingdom hag, on {lee average, finproved
not merely 100 but over 100 per eent. in the Fast ifty venrs,
as [r s money wages are eoneerned,

1t wonkd of conese he o vause e dissafisfaction i nothing
more had heen done e the last fifty vears than 1o elevate
the massex of the commniaty to o level wather hivher than
that of the Towest paid nen-ogrienltoral ldbonrer fifty vears
age. Ahe very ceneral averages we have been dealing winh,
Lioswever, do net hring out fully the internal changes which
have Treen oeenering in the artisan classes, or the Tact tha
munbers have been passing over into the classes of ineone-
tax payers, or imto the npper and middle classes just helow
the income-tax hnit—that these elasses i turn have heen
inereasing in rather larger nnmbers than the community as a
whole.  [n this eonnection the fisnres T referred to earlier in
this paper e specially important. The  cheses whose
noprovement must have cansed the inerease of sssesament -
nnder sehednle Doin England, hetween 1845 i the present
time, must e the artisans and lower moddle class with
incomes wuter L100; these clagses, i other words,, st
helow the ireome-tox it 1 may refer, moreover, to tle
mndonbted faet whicl appears trom the most reeent ceasns
veturns, that the commereial class and professional eluss,
which include clerks, doctors, teachers aml others belongineg
to the middle and upper elasses, have incereased more vapidly
than the increase of the general population. The liznyes ane
wnusually diflicult of comparizen, Ing the following nway. |
helieve, e aceepted as a correet approximation to the fivtx
i England i—
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STATEMENT SHOWING TUE INCREASE OF THE PROFESSIONAL AND
CoMMERCIAL CLARSER Iy ENGLAND BETWEEY 1831 axp 1881*

Year, Profissional. Cuatnmereial,
1850 . .. 337000 520,000
(173 S =2 000 >13,000
87 . L 184,000 815.000
(I 647,000 080.a00

v s thus evident that along with tle substitation ol
artisan classes fur rude Iubourers, the proportion to e
whole community of the higher paid artisans and of pro-
feasional workers aud clerks, who are economically members
of the working clagses just as mueh as the maunal-labour
classes themselves, has been creatly inereasing, 1t would
Liave heen a wiracle if, with all the increase of machinery
and development of artistic skill which has hecn going on,
any othier change bhad taken ploee. A general improvement
of the masses, without a relative inerease of the numbers
receiving high rates of remuueration, appears to be a con-
tradiction 1n termns.

Pefore passing from these figures, it will be interesting to
compare, in a wmore complete form than was possible when
I gave my former paper, the increase of tlie income of the
last fifty years whichh Delengs to eapital, and the increase
which belongs to Tabour. Using and expundiug the table
given in my former address (sve the previons Essay, p. 104),
and incorporating some of the above figures, [ have compiled
the following Table i--

* Tor details see Appendix G,
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Taves stowisg e Proronrios or o Tavwrast op Iseowy, s
THE LAST FITy YEARS BELOXGING 70 CA1IT L AT T4 Lo,
KESPECTIVELY,

M
I'reseni
Psda, Lo
e,
Amoeunt, Pepaent,

o M, Mlns, | M.

(1) (_.nt]lwlli!alhsl elitsses rom ['il}ll-: e 1041 o 15

(2) Capitalist < working " jn-
conte i ineome-tax returns

(3.) Working fnconte of upper il 151 i 1461 Hiy
mildle elasses Lelow in- ’
emne-tux it .

L) Manual-labonr ¢lass . , 1571 A5 3Ta 200

s L2 oss

These ficares of canrse notke 1 pretence to et~
The Tines ol division e by aeans el and there i~ an
espectal dilfiendty o the watter, which Tl Tad e e
to investicate, occasioned by the alteration ten VU e
the wininn limit of the income tax, Dot for one present
purpose exactness s not requived ; the more toe sabjoet s
looked dnto the more it heeomes clear that the creater part
of the inereased noney cartings of the commuuity of i«
contttyy in the Tast fifty vears his gene (o Tabue and not 1o
vapital.  The cliel eticet of the fnprovement his been 1o
rage cnornonsly i the scale of Tiving the nigsses of e
comunity.

T will he observidd thal To Cies abley as P olive often
done thvoaghout the paper, 1 lave spoken of the © workimg
classes ™ in the economiv seise, ns Deing o nnpeh faraer ol
than the “working ehosses ™ as popnlindy vnderstond,
iz expedient, I believe, with reference (o mzmy Socinlis

Hoctrines, o emphasise Une fets that the working clisse-
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in the Jarger sense Jo inclwle many more people than the
inanual-Tnbnur classes ; that their work is equally an essential
contribmtion to the whole producticn ol the connnunity; and
that o any case, the digures we have been dealing with
heine those of income, we must net commit the nidstake of
supposine that there is ony one elass which 1n any special
sense prosuces that meome. Ticthe working meome included
iy the meome-tax returns as forming part of the meomne of
the upper awd fower midlle classes not includel in theso
retirng, you have suel incomes as those of artists, authors,
artors and actresses, singers, awd many mere who are as
el workers ws any member of the artisun or abouriuz
classes. Themr mcomes o to swell the large total of over
F200) millions with which we have Jeen deading. When we
are speaking of the working clisses of the coimunity, we
should include every man who works, I this sense there
ix certainly no doubt that it is not the capitalist who has
reaped most from the eeonomic improvement of the last
fifty years. s the result ot the execessive competition which
the anultiplication ol capital has produced, capitalists all
roumd have per foree to e content with o lower rate ot profit,
Thenee while eapital s ineveased, the incotw from eapital
has ot dnercased in proportion. The inevease of carmings
soesoeschiively, or o almost exclusively, o the *working

¢ Tanzes,”

TT—SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION,

T will be eonventent now o sum up the eonelusions which
have been arrivies| at,
The eontemions of my paper two years azo were that the

working classes of the United Kingdom Tad enjoyal o crent
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tnprovement i ens smomey wiges i the Last iy vears, an
biprovement ronghly estimated at 20010 T00 Jer cent, ;) thin
the lionrs of Tiehour Jad Teen shortened o the samnne preriod 20
percentos that along with Giis iprovenent teare hind T
aenerad fally ov ot any vate nocinereeae, i Une prices o the
privcipal articles of general consioaption, with the cxevption
of rent and eal, where the inercase sGIE Telt to the Bdaare
a Large margin B incveased miseellinons expenionre ;e
neat moparticular was ot an ardicle o generad consmuoption
v the masses of te commmity fifty vears ogo as it s sinee
become : that the condition ot the masses had i Fet dine
proved  vastly, wsowas shown by the ddiminishel rate ol
mertality, the inereased consinnption per head o tear, suon
and he hke aortieles, the extension ot popudar edueation, 11ae
diminution of erime wnd panperism, and e nerense of
suvings bank deposits s well as of other Torms o saving

-

among 1he misses

poand that, finaBlv. netther the wnonnt of

eipital nor the retarn upene 3t and expecianlly ot il vetirn
wpon eapital, il fnereased <o mueh as the meome o the
workers oCthe country from their wark,

[ Usss present paper these conclusions hasoe heen adidicion.
adly supportal, ’

. B has Been =hown, o opposTtion toovarions ohjeetens e
the Topmer paper, that the eslimate of 20 0o Te0 per cent. e
the averase iorovement of the teney wazes of the swerkine
elisses D By vears, s nel only aol exeessive but ander the
nrark. Reasons have heen mreed tor attoching special -
portiniee, e eompirisens of money wages ity years awe ol
at e present Gime, o the instanees o aximsn inerease,
whiere agiven ciployient at o aciven place i< compared with
the same emplovment at an carlier peried. T has ftler
heen pointed v, om o ol survey ol she Taets bt the

camposition of the people of the United Kongdon 1= entirely
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changed from what it wax filty yeurs ago; that whereas filty
years agoome=thivd of the working masses were Irish peasants
carming o denbtnl s a0 week on the average, and  the
agricultural popnlation of Great Britain constituted another
tard ol the total, this class likewise carning much smaller
incomes than the third elass, cousisting of the nen-agrienhurn
workers of Cireat Puitain, yet now the Trish labourers are Juss
thaa ome-cightle of the total, the British agricultaral Jabourers
are wlso one-cighth only, and the yemaining three-fourths are
artisans, and other no-agricultural workers in Great Britain,
who constituted titty yvears ago only aliout a thind ol the
whole population. Even if the wages of the different classes
il wot inereased, this change in the eomposition of the mags
would itself jmply au avernge improvement,  An improve-
ment of 50 per cent. in the unit of cach elass would imply
ol itell, allowing for the chanze in the relative nmnbers of
the elasses, an average improvement of nearly 100 per cent,

2o The prohability of o great average improvement s
Further shown Dy the magnitude of the improvenent i the
case of the nuits of the worst puid tabour, where there has
been adiminution in nmumbers, In lreland the improvement
U the wages or earnings of smadl fners and labonrers is at
least 100 ey cent., the doubtful averagse 45 of fifty vemrs ago
having been couverted into a much less Jonhtful Ss, or iie
equivalent, at the present e, In Scotland and Wales the
asevage provement inazrientural Tahonr as equally heen
abont 100 per cent,, Tram fs, in the forner cise (o I8, awl
fromy %o diddn the latter caxe to 15x, In Faogland  the
clumges are not quite so extrenwe, Imf from 8s. to 185, and
from 10s 10 1tis. are not uncommen figures, Mlly justifying
Siv James Caird’s conclusion, whieh T qnotett in my former
paper, as Lo there Iaving been an improvement of 60 per
cent,
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Ao The worst padd Bdhonr T Great Britains of o -
agrieultwral kind bos equally uadersane mprovement, o
the Metrepolis, and the Teading mamtaetnring towns, the i<
ringes from 13s, to 205, or about 70 per cent, bt o othee
parts ol the conntry, ws i Glisgow, there are cases of an
ulvanee of 100 por cent,, the Tmprovenent in wiges seuerslly
appearing to be greater in places like Glasgow than in e
leading toawns of Encland.

4. There hag also heen a wreat nercase in the number of
ineame-tax assessments implying an improvement ol
artisan and other elasses just helow the eome-tas T,

o Thove fins heen o simultanesus improveient ine Frinnee,
Cermany, aml other ecuntries,  The improvemnent i b
United Kingdong is not an iselated fact,

. There i3 aceordingly nothing ta be asonishied i iu an
average  improvement ol the money wages of © working

elasses 7 In the lasu fifty years amonnting to 10 per cont,
When the facts are eonsiderad, <ueh an Iprevenent s, i
reality, antecedently probable,

7. The condition of the masses fifty years aco was in
deplorable, us is shown Ly mumnerous extracts from the writ-
ings of Thomas Carlyle, Lord Deaconstield, M+ Gaskell, aml
Alr. Thornton, and by references to mumerous Blue-luwlks,
Even the manufacturing operatives of Faochoul, the et
wlvaneed elass of all, were lable ta frequent and crear privae
tiens, throngh the complete suspension of work, aned Ll
thnes to live on very < shart cotutaons,”

A With recard to the consmuption of jaest o the aui-
eultnral elussex of Knglamd, as to which the statements e
in y former paper were specially challenged, frther fngnire
lius shown that the ground o the challense wis <ingnlarly
erroneons, LA table o A Porter's © Promress of the Natjon

which was queted by s objeetor to prove that 0 ey eent,
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of the agrienltural elasses of Enalnd had meat as a regular
portion of their dict half @ centiry ago, s found to show,
when the daticare referred Lo, that mneh fewer than 50 per
cent, lund » Tmeo” as an eeeosiognl portion of Greiv diel ; al
that there s Tuedly onee wention of any other meat s
portion off the aoriendnzad Iahowrer’s diet anoug the state-
ments frean whiel the table s compiled,

Y, Fuadly v s <hown, on a comparison of incomes in the
ageresate, that while the total income of the conntry fifty
vears ago was about 500 miflions only, of which two-fifths
were derived from agricultnre, tie present income, on the
authority of Mv, Dudley Baxter and Mr. Leove Levi, may be
placed at abrut 1270 millions, of which only one-sixth jy
from agviendtnre, At the shme thoe the sgrienttucel Taourer
i better off, beeiuse, white his nmnbers have diminisheld, the
net ineonre o agrtenitore, anl his shave of that income,
Live both inereased. Forther, the werking masses of Great
Britain e wore than donbled their nnnber in the interval,
simultancon<ly with a vast dimmuation o Dreland, whose
agareaate ineome remains mneh the saume, thoueh with a
dimini=lidd nuwber o share it Ilence the juerease of
ineome i the fitty years has heen mainly awong the hicher-
paid classes, and the final vesult s that whereas fifty vears
awo the working masses of the United Kingdom, amounting
to 9 milliong, carned m all about 171 willions, or £19 per
hesud, the working masses, now amonnting 1o over 13 willions,
earn abmit 530 millions, o neacly £42 per head, an fuerease
al mueh wore than 100 per cont.

1o, When the erease of virnings from Tbowr aud eapsital
is comypared, it Is found that the nerease from capital is from
190 to 400 millions ouly, or abont 100 per cent. ; the inerease

Cronn the “ werking ™ of the upper and middle clisses 15 Trow

154 to 520 milliong, or about 100 per cent, ; and the Incrense
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of the meome of the mamwd Loy elasses i frong 171 to 5o
millions, or over 200 per cent, Tnamonnt the iwerease dae
toceapital s about 210 midhons s to Tnbome of te npper aned
widdle classes, 166 millions; and 1o lalwer of the namal -
Lihiennye elasses, 379 mdllions, o total inevease of 755 wilhon<

The cenerval conelusion froo atl te faets s that wlot Laes
lappemnd (o the swarking elasses in the Ta=t 1ty vears is et
ool what vy properly he ealled e ipaovenent, s o
vovolution of the o<t yeneniable deseription, The ey
possibilities Tplied in ehanges which e e vears have
sithstitnted for wtllions of pv()]ﬂt‘ e the United Kinadaong
who were constantly on e Teivk of stiovation, sl who
sifiored nutold privatons, new wdlions of arti=ms ol fanly
well-pabl Jihonrers, onght indecd 1o exeive the hopues aff
philantUaopists and publie wens From Ttz dependent
el witlont fibnre and hope, e asses of working e
Lave in fiet got dnto o positionn v whicl they may
elfeetmally wdviner to almest any adearee o civilisatioo.
Fyery aceney, palitical and other, slionhd Teomode e od iy
themselves and others o promote and extend the npaove-
ment. It the working men Jive the giae o their vwa
Linnls, Fidueation and iy, which they ean achieve Jor
themselves, will, if necessaey, doall that reanains e be done
Whatever else con he deme, will be done o1l the aone easily
it edueatiom aud Uit are praetiseds 1 am nol speahang e
weorelically s 1 know from expericnee, el boe ntinaie
acquaintanee with working wen thenselves using the weands
Sworking men ™ this thne dnoa popmlar ~case, what can e
done on very <mall e Towill e et e lnehish
working wen i they cammot with compraratively anple neans
ri<e themselves to U stanedinnd of edueation wliely St h
pestsants ave long sinee Teen able o peel with what. uutil
revent yours, WO VeRY DNTeOw el s,

1. |
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In conclusion, let me point out that in the near future
there is a very serious difficulty impending; the diffienlty in
fact is already npon us.  Since I wrote two yvears ago, prices
have farther deelined, which would seem to wive working
men even a ereater advantage than they had then,  But this
dectine is due to eauses, ax L helivve, which necessarily
fnvalve a (0]l i1 money wages and profits.  Wazes ad
profits wmust to some extent be adjusted to the changed prices.
Ilence the present fime T have spoken of now has been
rathor that of two years age, when wmy former paper was
written, than the actual present.  If I were to take acecount
of the wost recent changes in prices, I should also have to
tnke account of the most recent changes in wages, which are
all in a state of transition, What I have to snggest to all
concerned is that the fall of prices, eonsidering the length to
which it has eone, is a phencwenon whiclh working men
should carefolly study in their own interest, and that they
should he prepared to some extent for a reduetion in mouey
wages,  What concerns them is not “money ™ wages, but
“yeal ” wages, Tt s quite pessible that in a period when
weney wages are falling, along with all other money values,
their real condition may improve, because the fall i meney
wiges s less than the fall in the money prices of the
principal counnodities which they consume. The question
i< ot one which working men or any other ¢lass can avoud,

THE END.
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