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CIVIL SOCIETY:

PART FIRST.

Of the General Charateriftics of Hu~
MAN NATURE.

SECTION L
Of the queftion relating to the State of Nature,

NA TUR AL productions are generally fora
med by degrees. Vegetables are raifec from
a tender thoot, and animals from an infant ftate.
The latter being adlive, extend together their ope-
rations and their powers, and have a progrefs in
what they perform, as well as in the faculties they
acquire. L'his progrefs in the cafe of man is con-

B tinucd



2 of the queftion relating to T Pant,

tinued to a greater extent than in that 6f any other
animal. Not only the individual advances from in-
fancy to manhood, but the fpecies itfelf from rude-
nefs to civilization. Hence the fuppofed departure
of mankind from the ftate ot their nature ; hence
our conjectures and different opinions of what man
muft have been in the firft age of his being. The
poet, the hiftorian, and the moralift, frequently al-
lude to this ancient time ; and under the emblems of
gold, or of iron, reprefent a condition, and a man:
ner of life, from which mankind have either dege-:
nerated, or on which they have greatly improved.’
On either fuppofition, the firft ftate of our nature
muft have borne no refemblance to what men have
exhibited in any fubfequent -period ; hiftorical mo-
numents, even of the earlieft date, are to be cog-
{fidered as novelties; and the moft common efia-
blithments of human fociety are to be clafled among
the encroachments which fraud, oppreflion, or a
-bufy invention, have made upon the reign of na-
ture, by which the chief of our grievances or

bleflings were equally with-held.

Aroxc the writers who have attempted to dif-
finguifh, in the human character, its original qua-
lities, and to point out the limits between nature
and art, fome have reprefented mankind in their firft
¢ondition, as poflefled of mere animal fenfibility,
without any exercife of the faculties that render
them fuperior to the brutes, without any political

union, without any means of explaining their fen-
tlantS,

-



Se&.1. " the State of Nature. 3

timents, and even without poflefling any of the ap-
prehenfions and paffions’ which the voice and the
gefture are fo well fitted to exprefs. Others have
made the ftate of nature to confilt in perpetual wars
kindled by competition for dominion and intereft,

where every individual had a feparate quarre! with
his kind, and where the prefence of a fellow-crea-
ture was the fignal of battle,

Tue defire of laying the foundation of a fa.'
vourite fyftem, or a fond expc&ation, perhaps,
that we may be able to penetrate the fecrets of na-
ture, to the very fource of exiftence, have, on this
fubje&, led to many fruitlefs inquiries, and given
rife to many wild fuppofitions. Among the vari-
ous qualities which mankind poflefs, we felect one
or a few particulars on which to eftablifh a theory,
and in framing our account of what man was in
fome imaginary ftate of nature, we overlook what
he has always appeared within the reach of our
own obfervation, and in the records of hiftory.

"~ In every other inftance, however, the natural
hiftorian thinks himfelf obliged to collet fads,
not to offer conjectures. When he treats of any
particular {pecies of animals, he fuppofes, that their
prefent difpofitions and inflinéts are the fame which
they ongmaﬂy had, and that their prefent manncr
of life is a continuance of their firft deftination.’
He admits, that his knowledge of the material .
f) ftem of the world confifts in a colle&ion of fads,”

or



/' Of the queftion relating to Part1,

or at moft, in general tenets derived from partie*-
cular obfervations and experiments. It i1s only in
what relates to himfelf, and in matters the moft im-
portant. and the moft eafily known, that he fub.
{titutes hypothefis inftead of reality, and confounds
the provinces of imagination and reafon, of poetry
and {cience.

Bur without entering any further on queftions
either in moral or phyfical fubjeéts, relating to the
manner or to the origin of our knowledge ; withs
out any difparagement to that fubtilty which would
analyfe every fentiment, and trace every mode of
being to its fource ; it may be fafely affirmed,
That the chara&er of man, as he now exifts, that
the laws of his animal and intelletual fyftem, on
wiich his happinefs now depends, deferve our prin.
cipal ftudy; and that general principles relating to
this or any other fubjed, are ufeful only fo far as
they arc founded on juft obfervation, and lead to
the knowledge of important confequences, or fo
far as they enable us to at with fuccels when we
would apply cither the intellectual or the phyfical
powers of naturc, to the purpofes of human life.

Ir both the earlieft and the lateft accounts col-
leted from every quarter of the earth, reprefent
mankind as affemnbled in troops and companies
and the individual always joined by affection to
party, while he is poflibly oppofed to another 3
smployed in the excraile of recolledtion and fore-

fight ;
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fight; inclined to communicate his own fentiments,
and to be made acquainted with thofe of others ;
thefe facts muft be admitted as the foundation of
all our reafoning rclative to man.  His mixed dif-
pofition to friendthip or enmity, his reafon, his ufe
of language and articulate founds, like the fhape
and the ere pofition of his body, are to be con-
fidered as fo many attributes of his nature : they
are to be retained in his defcription, as the wing
and the paw are in that of the eagle and the lion,
and as different degrees of fiercenefs, vigilance, ti-
midity, or fpeed, have a place in the natural hife
tory of different animals. ~ - e

Ir the queftion be put, What the mind of man
eould perform, when left to itfelf, and without the
aid of any foreign direftion? we are to look for
our anfwer in the hiftory of mankind. Particular
experiments which have been found fo ufeful in ef-
tablithing the principles of other fciences, could:
probably, on this fubjet, teach us nothing in-
portant, or new: We are to take the hiftory of eve-
ry active being from his condut in the fituation
to which he is formed, not from his app€arance in
any forced or uncommon condition ; a wild man
therefore, caught in the woods, where he had always
lived apart from his {pecies, is a fingular inftance,
not a fpecimen of any general character. As the
anatomy of the eye which had never received the im-
preflions of light, or that of an ear which had never
fclt the impulfe of founds, would probably exhibit

defels
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defeds in the very ftruCture of the organs them.
flves, ajifing from their not being applied to their
proper functions ; {o any particular cafe of this fort
would only thew in what degree the powers of ap-
- prehenfion and fentiment could exift where they
* had not been employed, and what would be the de»
fects and imbecilities of a heart in which the emo-
tions that arife in fociety had never been felt.

. MaxxkiInp are to be*taken in groupes, as they
have always fubfifted. The hiftory. of the indi-
~ wvidual is but a detail of the fentiments and thoughts
he has entertained in the view of his fpecies: and
. every experiment relative to this fubject thould be
made with entire focicties, not with fingle men. ~
‘We have every reafon, however, to believe, that
in the cafe of fuch an experiment made, we fhall
fuppofe, with a colony of children trafplanted
from the nurfery, and left to form a fociety apart,
-untaught, and undifciplined, we fhould only have
" the fame things repeated, which, in fo many dif-
- ferent parts of the carth, have been tranfatted al-
- ready. The members of our little fociety would
feed and” flecep, would herd togcther and play,
would have p language of their own, would quar-
rel and divide, would be to one another the moft
ninportant objects of the fcene, and, in the ardour
of their friendthips and competitiors, would over-
look their perfonal danger, and fufpend the care
* of their fulf-prefervation. Has not the human
racc}chn p‘.ant;d like the colony in queftion ?
Whe
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Who has direted their courfe ?  whofe inftruc-
tion have they heard ? or whofe example have
shey followed 2 '

NAaTURE, therefore, we fhall prefume, having
given to every animal its mode of exiftence, its
difpofitions and manner of life, has dealt equally
with the human race ; and the natural hiftorian
who would colie& the properties of this fpecies,
may fill up every article now as well as he could .
have done in any former age. The attainments of
the parent do not defcend in the blood of his
children, nor is the progrefs of man to be confidered
as a phyfical mutation of the fpecies. The indi-

“vidual, in every age, has the fame race to run from
infancy to manhood, and every infant, or ignorant
perfon, now is 2 model of what man was in his oris*
ginal (tate. He enters on his career with advantages
peculiar to his age ; but his natural talent is probas«
bly the fame. 'The ufe and application of this tas
lent is changing, and men continue their works in
progreflion through many ages together : They
build on foundations laid by their anceftors; and
in a fucceflion of years, tend,to a perfcé’uon in the
application of their facultics, to which the aid of
long experience is required, and to which many
generations muft have combined their endeavours,
Wc obferve the progrefs they have made ; we dif-
tinctly enumerate many of its fleps ; we can trace
them back to a diftant antiquity; of which no record
Femains, nor any monument is preferved to inform

uy

ES



8 Of the queftion relating to Part 1,

us what were the openings of this wonderful
fcene. The confequence is, that inftead ot attena
ding to the character of our fpecies, where the par-
ticulars are vouched by the fureft authority, we
endeavour to trace it through ages and fcenes un-
known ; and, inftead of fuppofing that the begin-
ning of our ftory was nearly of a piece with the
fequel, we think ourfelves warranted to rejeét every
circumf{tance of our prefent condition and frame, as
adventitious, and foreign to our nature. The pro-
grefs of mankind from a {uppofed flate of animal
fenfibility, to the attainment of reafon, to the ufc of
language, and to the habit of {ociety. has been accor-
dingly painted with a force of imagination, and its
fteps have been marked with a boldnefs of invention
that would tempt us to admit, among the materials
of hiftory, the fuggeftions of fancy, and to reccive,
perhaps, as the model of our nature in its original
ftate, fome of the animals whofc fhape has the
greateft refemblance to ours¥.

It would be rediculous to affirm, as a difcovery,
that the fpecies of the horfe was probably never the
fame with that of the lion, yet, in oppolition to
what has dropped from the pens of eminent writers,
we are obliged to obferve, that men have always
appeared among animals a diftin&t and a fuperior
race; that neither the pofleflion of fimilar organs,
por the approximation of fhape, nor the ule of the

® Kaufeau {ur Porigine de I'negalit. parmi les hommes.

hand
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hand $ nor the continued intercourfe with this fo-
vereign artift, has enabled any other fpecies to blend
their nature or their inventions with his; that in
his rudeft ftate, he is found to be above them ;
and in his greateft degencracy, never defcends to
their level:  He is, in fhort, a man in every con-
dition; and we can learn nothing of his nature
from the analogyv of other animals. If we would
know him, we muft attend to him{clf, to the courfe
of his life, and the tenor of his conduct. With
him the fociety appears to be as old as the indivi-
dual, and the ufe of the tongue as univerfal as
that of the hand or the foot. 1f there was a time
in which he had his acquaintance with his own fpe-
cies to make, and his faculties to acquire, it is a
time of which we have no record, and in relation
to which our opinions can ferve no purpofe, and
are {upported by no evidence.

WE are often tempted into thefe boundlefs res
gions of ignorance or conjecture, by a fancy which
delights in creating rather than in merely retaining
the forms which are prefented before it: we are the
dupes of a fubtilty, which promifes to fupply every
defect of our knowledge, and, by filling up a few
blanks in the ftory of nature, pretends to conduél
our apprehenfion ncarer to the fource of exiftence.
On the credit of a few obfervations, we are apt to
prefume, that the fecret may foon be laid open,

4 Traité de Pefprit,
C and



() ¥" Of the queftion relating to Part 1.

and that what is termed <wi/dom in nature, may be
referred to the operation of phyfical powers. We
forget that phyfical powers, employed in fucceflion
or together, and combined to a falutary purpole,
conftitute thofe very proofs of defign from which
we infer the exiftence of God ; and that this truth
being once admitted, we are no longer to {carch for
the fource of exiftence; we can only collect the laws
which the Author of nature has eftablifhed ; and in
our lateft as well as our eatlieft difcoveries, only per-
ceive a mode of creation or providence before un-

known.

WeE fpeak of art as diflinguithed from nature 3
but art itlelf is natural to man. He is in fome
meafure the artificer of his own frame,as well as of
his fortune, and is deftined, from the fizft age of
his being, to invent and contrive. e applies the
fame talents to a variety of purpofes, and acts nearly
the fame part in very different {cenes. He would
be always improving on his fubject, and he carries
this intention where-ever he moves, through the
ftreets of the populous city, or the wilds of the fo-
reft. While he appears equally fitted to every con-
dition, he is upon this account unable to fettle in-
any. At once obftinate and fickle, he complains
of innovations, and is never fated with novelty. He
is perpetually bufied in reformations, and is con-
tinually wedded to his errors. If he dwell in a
cave, he would improve it into a cottage ; if he
has already built, he would ftill build to a greater

cxient.



3

Se&. 1. ¥ ihe State of Nature.

extent. But he does not propofe to make rapid and
haity tranfitions; his fteps are progreflive and flow;
and his force, lik~ the power of a fpring, filently pref-
fes on every refitance ; an effect is fometimes pro-
duced before the caufe is perceived ; and with all
his talent for projects, his work is often accom-
plithed before th= plan is devifed. It appears, per-
haps, equally difficult to retard or to quicken his
pace; if the projector complain he is tardy, the
moralift thinks him unftable ; and whether his mo-
ticns be rapid or flow, the fcenes of human aflairs
perpetually change in his management: His emblem
is a pafiing ftream, not a ftagnating pool. We
may defire to direct his love of improvement to its
proper object, we may wifh for flability of con-
dud ; but we miftake human nature, if we with
for a termination ol labour, or a fcene of repofe.

Tu= occupations of men, in every condition,
befpeak their freedom of choice, their various opi-
nions, and the multiplicity of wants by which they
are urged : but they enjoy, or endure, with a fen-
fibility, or a phlegm, which are nearly the fame in
every fituation. They poficfs the fhores of the
Calpian, or the Atlantic, by a diffeient tenure, Lut
with equal eafe. On the ore thev are fixed to the
Yoil, and feem to be formed for fettlement, and the
accommodation of cities: The names they beilow
on a nation, and on its teritory, arc the fame. On
the other they are mere animals of palooe, pre-
pared to roam on the face of the earth, and with

thety
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their herds, in fearch of new pafture and “avour-
able feafons, to follow the fun in his annual courfe.

Max finds his lodgment alike in the cave, the
cottage, and the palace; and his fubfiltence equally
in the woods, in the dairy, or the farm., He af-
fumes the diftinction of titles, equipage, and drefs 3
he devifes regular fyitems of government, and a
complicated body of laws ; or naked in the woods
has no badge of fuperiority but the ftrength of his
Limbs and the fagacity of his mind ; no rule of
conduét but choice ; no tie with his fellow creatures
but affection, the love of company, and the defire
of fafety. Capable of a great variety of arts, yet
dependent on none in particular for the preferva-
tion of his being ; to whatever length he has car-
ried his artifice, there he icems to enjoy the con-
veniences that fuit his nature, and to have found
the condition to which he is deftined. The trce
which an American, on the banks of the Oroono-
lio*, has chofen to climb for the retreat, and the
lodgement of his family, is to him a convenicnt
dwelling. The fopha, the vaulted dome, and the
colonade, do not more eilectually content their na-

tive inhabitant.

Ir we are alked therefore, Where the ftate of
sature is to be found { we may anfwer, It is here;
and it matters not whether we are underftood to
fpeaks i the ifland of Great Britain, at the Cape of

» Laficou meeurs des fauvages,

Good
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Good Hope, or the Straits of Magellan. While
this active being is in the train of employing his
talents, and of operating on the fubjeéts around him,
all fituations are equally natural. If we are told,
That vice, at leaft, is contrary to nature ; we may
anfwer, It is worfe ; it is folly and wretchednefs.
But if nature is only oppofed to art, in what fitua-
tion of the human race are the footfteps of art
unknown ? In the condition of the favage, as well as
in that of the citizen, are many proofs of human
invention; and in either is not in any permanent
ftation, but a mere ftage through which this travel-
ling being is deftined to pafs. If the palace be un-
natural, the cottage is fo no lefs ; and the higheft
refinements of political and moral apprehenfion, are
not more artificial in their kind, than the firft ope-
rations of fentiment and reafon.

Ir we admit that man is fufceptible of improve-
ment, and has in himfelf a principle of progreffion,
and a defire of perfeltion, it appears improper to
fay, that he has quitted the ftate of his nature,
when he has begun to proceed ; or that he finds a
ftation for which he was not intended, while, like
other animals, he only follows the difpofition, and
employs the powers that nature has given.

Tue late®t efforts of human invention are but
a continuation of certain devices which were prac-
tifed in the earlieft ages of the world, and in the
rudeft ftate of mankind, What the favage pro-

jetts,
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4céts, or obferves, in the foreft, are the fteps which
led nations, morc advanced, from the architecture
- of the cottage to that of the palace, and conducted
the human mind from the perceptions of fenfe, to
the general conclufions of fcience. 1

AckxowLEDGED defeds are to man in cvery
condition matter of diflike. Ignorance and imbe-
cility are objeéts of contempt : penetration and con-
duct give eminence, and procure efteem. Whi-
ther thould his feelings and apprehenfions on thefe
fubjets lead him ? Yo a progrefs, no doubt, in
which the favage, as 'well as the philofopher, 1s
engaged ; in which they have made different ad-
vances, but in which their ends are the fame. The
admiration which Cicero entertained for literature,
cloquence, and civil accomplithments, was not more
real than that of a Scythian for fuch a meafure of
fimilar endowments as his own apprchenfion could
reach. < Were I to boaft,” fays a Tartar prince¥,
« it would be of that wifdom 1 have received from
"« God. For as, on the one hand, I yieldto none
« in the conduct of war, i the dilpofition of ar-
¢ mies, whether of horle or of foot, and in dired-
« ing the movements of great or finall bodies; fo,
« on the othier, [ have my talent in writing, infe-
“ rior pérhu;s only to thofe who inhabit the great
¢ citics of Perfia er India.  Of other nations, un-
« known to me, I do not{peak.”

# Abuigaze Bahadur Chan.; Hillory of the Tartars.

'. - May
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Ma~ may miftake the objeéts of his purfuit; he
may mifapply his induftry, and mifplace his im-
provements. If under a fenfe of fuch poflible er-
rors, he would find a ftandard by which to judge
of his own proceedings, and arrive at the beft ftate
of his nature, he cannot find it perhaps in the prac-
tice of any individual, or of any nation whatever ;
not even in the fenfe of the majority, or the pre-
vailing opinion of his kind. He muft look for it
in the beft conceptions of his underftanding, in the
beft movements of his heart ; he mulft thence difco-
ver what is the perfection and the happinefs of
which he is capable. He will find, on the ferutiny,
that the proper ftate of his nature, taken in this
fenfe, is not m condition from which mankind are
for ever removed, but one to which they may now
attain ; not prior to the exercife of their faculties,
but procured by their juft application.

Or all the terms that we employ in treating of
buman affairs, thofe of natural and unnatural are
the leaft determinate in their meaning. Oppofed
to afletation, frowardnefs, or any other defe& of
the temper or character, the natural is an epithet
of praife ; but employed to fpecify a condué which
procceds from the nature of man, can ferve to dif-
tinguith nothing : for all the altions of men are
cqually the refult of their nature. At moft, this
language can only refer to the general and prevail-
mg fenfe or practice of mankind ; and the purpofe
of every important inquiry on this fubje&t may be

ferved
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ferved by the ufe of a language equally familiar and
more precife. What is juft, or unjuft? What is
happy or wretched, in the manners of men? What
in their various fituations, is favourable or adverfe
to their amiable qualities ¢ are queftions to which
we may expect a fatisfactory anfwer; and whatever
may have been the original ftate of our fpecies, it
is of more importance to know the condition to6
which we ourfelves thould afpire, than that which
our anceftors may be fuppofed to have left. '

SECT.






